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Slaughter  of  the  Innocents,  the,  6 

Spence,  E.  P. — Christchurch  Pishing,  8 

Spey  Trout  Fishing,  329 

Split-Cane  Rods:  When  First  Made,  1, 
73,  56 

Spoon,  Origin  of  the  Trolling,  181 
Sports  Exhibition  at  the  Agricultural 

Hall,  252 
Spring  Sunshine,  In,  832 
"  S.  S." — The  Rewards  of  Anticipation, 

208 

Still-Fishing,  425 

Stone  Ply,  Dressing  of,  etc.,  267 

Storr  Lax  at  Last,  111 

Story,  Natural  Growth  of  a  Pish,  .34 

Striking  Pish,  Difficulty  in,  4 

"  Stroke."  —  Easter,  281 ;  With  the 
Creeper  in  Misteraaedal,  19 

Stuart,  H. — Acute  Samletitis,  315  ;  Some 
Aspects  of  the  Trout  Problem  in  Scot- 
land, 74 ;  A  New  Salmon  Loch,  239  ; 
A  Spring  Salmon,  179 ;  Spring  Sea- 
Trouting,  267  ;  A  Yorkshire  "  Cut,"  59 

Summer  Angling. Prospects,  313 

Suttons'  Angling  Association,  8 

Sweden,  A  Good  Ply  and  a  Nice  Basket, 
282 

Switzerland,  Fishing  in,  148,  200,  218 
Sydney  Harbour,  In,  258 

Tache,  B.  E. — Salmon  Angling  Excur- 
sions in  Canada,  238 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  38,  48,  56, 
60,  73,  184,  197,  200,  218,  235,  2.36,  237, 
289,  253,  265,  284,  331,  846,  347,  361, 
362,  868,  377,  396,  412,  413,  426,  428, 
429 

Tackles  for  Thames  Trout,  281 
Tale  of  June,  1900,  a  True,  202 
Tarpon  and  Tuna  Compared,  Sport  with, 
127 

Taylor,  J.  P. — Angling  Outfits  and  their 
Cost,  60  ;  Devon  Fish  in  a  Hampshire 
Stream,  396 ;  In  Spring  Sunshine,  332 
Teme  Trout,  a  Nice  Dish  of,  395 
Thames,  What  Sport  on  the,  410 
Thames  and  its  Tributaries,  209 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
425 


Thames  Protection,  atf;.,  in  the  Reading 

District,  254 
Thames  Restocking  Association,  i 
Thames  Salmon  Association,  215 
Thames  Trout  Tackle,  281 
Thames  Trouting,  What  it  is  and  What 

it  might  be,  249 
Thomson,  Mr.  George,  112 
Till,  the— a  Border  Stream,  313 
Till  Cockcrow,  02 

"  T.  J.  H."— The  Lower  Tweed  District, 

129 

Tobacco,  Lambert  &  Butler's,  330 
Trent  Fishery  Board,  Sad  Report  from 

the,  201 
Trout  Eggs,  to  Clean,  1 
Trout  Fishing  on  Spey  and  Tributaries, 

329 

Trout  Fishing  2s.  a  Day,  Forty  Miles  of 
254 

Trout  Get  Pat  on  May  Fly  Grub,  393 
"  Trout  Jump  at  Flies,"  91 
Trout  Licence  Comedy  in  the  North, 
150 

Trout  on  Tap,  92  " 

Trout   Problem    in    Scotland,  Some 

Aspects  of,  74 
Trout  Rearing  in  Kashmir,  58 
Trout  Story,  a  Very  Warm  Frozen,  215 
Trouting  in  Aberdeenshire,  266 
Trouting  in  the  North,  Early,  215 
Trouting  in  Yorkshire,  Spring,  197 
Trouting    Prospects  —  Gioucestershire, 

etc.,  218 
Trouting,  Wintry,  94 
"  True  Art  of  Angling,"  see  Occasional 

Notes,  297 
Tuna  and  Tarpon  Compared,  Sport  with, 

127 

Tuna  Club  Tournament,  347 
Tuna  Pishing,  109,  145,  235 
Tuna  in  Newfoundland,  the,  278 
Tweed  District,  the  Lower,  129 
Tweed  in  May,  On  the,  362,  878,  .394,  410 
Tweed,  Opening  of  Net  Salmon  Pishing, 
146 

"  Union  Jack." — Eel  Bobbing,  381 
Usk  and  Ebbw  Conservators,  67 

"  Veteran,  A." — Some  Methods  of  a 
French  Roach  Fisherman,  252  ;  What 
will  the  New  Century  Bring  ?  3 

Vyrnwy,  Fishing  Contest  at  Lake,  233 

"Wallaby." — Sport  in  Queensland,  3 
Walton  and    Cotton    Angling  Society 

Dinner,  195 
Warning  to  Anglers,  a,  16 
Westmeath  Fishery  Prosecution,  125 
"  W.  H." — Fishing  in  Anglesev,  76 
Wharfe,  State  of  the,  201,  219' 
Wheeley,  C.  H. — Thames  Trouting,  &c., 

249  ;  What  Sport  on  the  Thames  ?  410 
Where  is  it  ?  The  River  Bann,  57,  77 
Whit-Week  oa  Windermere,  .396 
White  Horse,  in  the  Vale  of  the,  409 
Wicklow,  Fishing  in  the  Lakes  and  Rivers- 

of,  234 

Windermere,  Whit- Week  on,  396 
Wrasse  Fishing,  22 
Wye  Board  of  Conservators,  67 
Wye  (Herefordshire)  Fishery  Bye-Laws, 
252 

Wye  Salmon,  a  Brace  of,  217 

"  X."— Till  Cockcrow,  92 

Yabe  and  Bure  Angling  Society,  Annual 

Meeting,  195 
Yorkshire  "  Cut,"  a,  59 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  120 

Zaehssdorf,  J.  W. — Lecture — A  Run 
Bound  Ireland,  128 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Allcock's  Perfect  Hook,  etc.,  247 
Aln,  Northumberland,  the,  247 
Anglesey  Ply,  the,  343 
Angling  Fallacies,  344 
Angling  Work,  A  Scarce,  214 
Annan,  the,  376 
Aquatic  Biology,  280 


Bait  for  Bass  and  MuUet,  376,  408,  428,  I  Border  Esk,  the,  89 

*40  I  Border  Esk  Reports,  360,  376 

Bathing  Pond  Make  a  Pish  Pond,  Will  a,  ■  Border  Streams,  18 
125,  142  ,  Bracing  Treating,  296 

Beddgelert,  Pishing  near,  279,  328,  344      Bream  Feed  in  January,  Thames,  54 

"  Bibliotheca    Piscatoria,"   Supplement  Bridge  of  Weir  Angling  Club,  424 
to.  196  .  Brittany,  Fishing  in,  392 


Brixham,  Pishing  at,  280,  312 

Brogues  to  Cycle  in,  144 

Brown  Trout,  Rapid  Growth  of,  17 

Cambridge,  Trout  Fishing  Within  Thirty 

Miles  of,  214 
Canada,  Fishing  in,  72,  89 


iv 


[Supplement,  to  The  Fishing  Gazbttk,  July  27,  1901, 


Canadian  and  Summer  Puck  Feathers,  54 
Canvas  Boat,  Compact  Folding,  54 
Casting  Baits,  American  and  English 

Methods,  311 
Casting  from  .the  Reel,  72,  89,  107,  108, 

126,  143,  343 
'^a^ts  of  Fish,  17,  71,  143 
'  "      n  Lake  Geneva,  143 
targes    against    So  -  called  London 

•  'glers,  376,  408 
vviio^k  Reel  Wanted,  a  Silent  Adjustable, 

213,  232,  248,  263 
Chiswick,  Fishing  at  Grove  Park  Lake, 

360 

Christchurch,- Fishing  at,  36 
Chub  Fishing*  36 

Clear  Water  Worm  Fishing,  312,  327 
Clyde  and  Dunedin,  Fishing  on,  376 
Cod,  Soles,   Mullet,  Plaice :   Are  they 

"  Coarse    Fish  "    and    Injurious  to 

Salmon,  195 
Coin,  Fairford,  the,  36 
Correction  or  Two,  A,  71,  89 
Corsica  and  Sardinia,  Fishing  in,  54 
Crayfish,  Disappearance  of,  424 
Cuttle,  89 

Dace  Attacked  by  Minnows,  248 

Dace,  Fly  Fishing  for,  376 

Davos,  Fishing  near,  214 

Davy  and  Grayling  and   Salmon,  Sir 

Humphry,  36 
Dee,  Aberdeenshire,  Sport  on  the,  375,  392 
Dee,  A  Note  from  the,  160 
Delusion,  A,  213 

"  Demon,"  Information  about,  376 
Devon,  Fishing  in  South,  376,  392 
Dogfish,  the  American  Freshwater,  231 
Dorking,  Fishing  near,  328 
Dovercourt,  Fishing  at,  376 
Dressing  of  Pale  Watery  Dun  Wanted,  36 
Dry  Fly,  Early  Reference  to  the,  296 
Dry  Fly  Fishing  near  London,  160,  195 
DuUing  Rod  Fittings,  18 
Dyeing,  How  to  Prepare  Feathers  for, 
178 

Eden  in  July,  Fishing  on  the,  424 

Eels  on  Land  and  Elsewhere,  18,  35,  36, 

53,  70,  108,  214 
Ettrick,  Fishing  in  the,  178,  213 
Evanger  River,  Fishing  in  the,  423 
Exmouth,  Fishing  near,  279,  295,  328 
Extracting  Hooks  from  Fingers,  Curious 

Recipe  for,  72 

Fine  fish  Caught  this  Last  Season,  263, 
279 

Fish  Casts,  &c.,  17,  71,  143 
Fish  Culture  and  Fish  Food,  88,  160 
Fish  Glue  for  Rod  Repairs,  160 
Fish  Tales,  the  "D.  T."  and,  18 
Fishing  Wanted,  376 
Flies  for  Irish  Waters,  279 
Floats,  Mr.  Ogden  Smith's,  108 
Fluke  taking  a  Fly,  343,  375 
Flukes,  Dabs,  and  Flounders,  375,  392, 
408 

Fly  Fishing  for  Dace,  376 
Fly  Pishing  for  Pike,  280 
Fly  Fishing,  Novel,  296 


Fly  Fishing,  Origin  of,  440 
Food  for  Trout,  89 

Free  Salmon  Fishing  in  Norway,  376, 
392,  423 

Freshwater  Fisherman's  Society  of  Ply- 
mouth, 279 
Fungus  on  Trout  after  Spawning,  143 

Gbbmany,  Fishing  in,  126,  143 
Graunom,  the,  344 

Gravling  in  the  Kennet,  Destruction  of, 

296,  312,  328 
Green  Drake  Fishing  in  Ireland,  296, 

311,  328 

Grizzly  King  and  Royal  Coachman,  the, 

17,  18 
Gut,  279 

Gut,  Can  Stain  be  Got  Out  ?,  264,  312 
Gut  V.  Hair,  296,  312 

Hatching  Trays,  108 
Hong-Kong,  Fishing  near,  36,  54,  72 
How  many  Rivers  are  there  in  England?, 
108 

Iceland,  Salmon  Fishing  in,  72 
Indiarubber  Bodies  for  Flies,  etc.,  143 
Ireland,  Fishing  in,  36,  54,  106,  144,  263 
Irish  Inland  Fisheries  Commission,  280 
Itchen  River  Notes,  311,  343 

July  Fishing  Wanted,  279 

Kashmib  Fishing  Club,  54 

Kelts,  Weel-Mendit,  etc.,  159 

Killing  Spawning  Fish  and  Killing  Irish 

Fisheries,  17 
Knot,  Description  Wanted,  196 
Kranji  Wood  for  Rods,  214,  232,  263 

Lake  Cbapuant,  a  Brace  of  Trout  from, 
424 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  Flies  for,  178,  196 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  Sport  at,  214 

Langholm  District  Trout  Fishing,  214 

Lea  Trout  Fishing,  312 

Ledger  Tackle,  Case  for,  126 

Lines  Dressed  with  Parafiin  Wax,  328 

Llanbedr,  Pishing  at,  392 

Loch  Rannoch,  376 

Lough  Finn,  Fishing  at,  376 

Lowestoft,  Angling  at,  232 

Macaboj^i  as  Bait,  126 
March  Brown,  Something  Like  a,  328,  376 
March  Trout,  My.  232 
May  Ply,  the,  328,  343 
May  Fly,  at  What  Altitude  Found  ?  100 
May  Fly,  the  Change  to  Imago,  etc.,  126 
May  Fly,  Experiments  in  Stocking  with, 
214 

May  We  Fish  ?  18 

Memorial  to  Prince  Christian  Victor,  264 
Million  Trout,  a,  232,  263 
Modder  and  Vaal  River  Fish,  120 

Natubal  Flies,  How  to  Keep  Alive,  264 
New  Zealand  Trout  Fishing,  71 
Norway,   Hotel  Fishing,  etc.,  in,  312, 
344,  375,  392,  408,  423,  439 


Norway,  Unfished  Free  Fishing  Wanted, 
64,  70 

"  Notes  from  the  North,"  360,  876,  424 

Olive  Dun  for  Loch  Leven,  etc.,  231 

264,  71,  328 
Origin  of  Fly  Fishing,  440 

Paint  for  Floats,  296,  812 
Peel  Fishing  in  Ireland,  328 
Pennsylvania,  Letter  from  an  American 

Angler,  17 
Perch,  Curious  Coincidence,  214 
Perch  in  Sea  Water,  159,  311 
Perch  versus  Perch,  18 
Phantoms  for  Loch  Tay,  72,  126 
Pickwick,  Mr.,  Was  he  a  Fisherman? 

143,  160 

Pike  as  Food  for  Rainbow  and  Brown 

Trout,  312 
Pike  at  Leeds,  a  421b.,  71 
Pike  Caught  in  Hampshire  Avon,  ISilb., 

89 

Pike  Changing  Colour,  144 

Pike,  Good  Catch  of,  71 

Pike,  Good  Sport  on  the  Nene,  160 

Pike  in  the  Daren th,  72 

Pike  in  Mid-Cheshire,  Among  the,  263 

Pike,  Wiring,  247 

Playing  Pish  with  Line  in  Hand,  280, 
296,  312 

Pneumatic  Boat,  the  Layman,  108 
Poaching  and  Things,  144,  159 
Pond  Fishing,  107 
Postcards,  Piscatorial,  126 
Prawns,  to  Preserve,  312,  328 
Preserving  Minnows,  196 
Pressure  on  Eels,  108 
Private  Waters  Wanted,  248 
Protest,  a,  376,  408 

Queeibs,  Some,  295,  311,  312,  376 

Rainbows  for  the  Thames,  296 
Rainbow  Spawning  in  the   North  of 

Scotland,  328 
Rainbow  Trout,  Experiments,  etc.,  108 

125,  159,  178,  196,  231,  263,  264,  296, 

312,  328 
Rainbow  Trout,  a  221b.  4oz.,  440 
Rainbow    Trout   vtdth    Deficient  Gill 

Covers,  440 
Repairing  Rods,  160 
Reports  from  the  North,  Fishing,  424 
Responding  and  Notes,  90 
Restocking  Salmon  Rivers,  178 
Restocking  Trout  Waters,  71,  88, 126, 159 
Ringwood,  Pishing  at,  328 
Roach  and  Temperatures,  etc.,  107,  126 

143 

Roach,  Tape  Worms  in,  72 
Rod  Splicing,  213 
Rudd  and  Roach,  213 
Rudd-Barton  Line  Guard,  279 

Salmo  hucho,  Curious  Capture  of,  160 
Salmon  Fishing  Record,  196 
Salmon  in  the  Thames,  232,  248,  263 
Salmon  Outlook— Tweed,  196 
Salmon  Roe  and  Rod  Splicing,  213 
Salmon,  Two  Castleconnell,  408 


Salmon    and  Trout  Fishing  Wanted, 

Cheap,  408 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  63,88 
Scouring  Worms,  370 
Sea  Pishing,  Good  and  Cheap,  Wanted, 

100,  178,  214 
Sea  Fishing  at  Southwold,  392 
Sea- Trout  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting, 

.376 

Sea-Trout  in  the  Witham  at  Boston,  424 
Sea-Trout,  Some  Queries,  204 
Seagull  Poachers,  344,  376 
Seals  V.  Salmon,  178,  195,  35,  54,  231 
Shannon  Eels,  214 
Shetlands,  Fishing  in  the,  312,  300 
Ship  Fish,  the,  125 
Silk  Pishing  Lines,  279,  328 
Silverfish  or  Springtail,  the,  125 
Slaughter  of  Trout  in  Scotland,  17,  54, 89 
Social  Club,  A  New,  72 
South  Africa,  Fishing  in,  54,  71,  72,  280 
Split-Cane  Rod,  History  of  the,  35,  70 
Spring  Salmon  Fishing  in  Ireland,  90, 
108 

Spring  Trouting  in  Ireland,  214 
Staplehurst,  Fishing  at,  408 
Stour  Angling,  248,  204 
Surf  Fishing  at  Long  Island,  U.S.A., '360 
Surrey  Trout  Streams,  18,  71 
Sutherland,  A  Note  from,  248 
Swans  and  Salmon,  311 
Swiss  Nugget,  the,  296 
Switzerland,  Notes  about  Pishingi  in, 
■  264,  279,  376,  392,  408 

Tape  Worms  in  Roach,  72 
Taw  and  Torridge  Salmon  Fishing,  248 
Thames  Trout  Fishing,  264,  279 
Tobacco,  Thanks  for  the,  126 
Trossachs,  Fishing  in  the,  376 
Trout  Fishing  on  the  South  Coast,  125 
Trout  Fishing  Wanted,  279 
Trout  for  Sale,  263 
Trout  in  Cardiff,  Early,  107 
Trout  in  Scotland,  Close  Time  for,  196 
Trout  Leaping  out  of  Water  to  take  Fly, 
17 

Trout  or  Salmon  Parr,  312 

Trout  Pass,  A,  440 

Trout  Sent  to  Natal,  263 

Trufi  ?  What  are,  248 

Tuna  and  Tunny,  and  Tunny  Fishing  in 

Europe,  88,  100,  126,  142,  159, 160, 178, 

195,  214,  295 
Tyne,  Angling  in  the  North,  344 

Undebsized  Fish  Sold,  195 

Wadebs,  213 

Wanted,  Good  and  Cheap  Fishing,  160, 

178,  214 
What  is  It  ?  213 
Whitadder,  the,  312,  328,  344 
Wicklow,  the  Roundhead  Reservoir,  440 
Wood  for  Rods,  214,  232,  263 
Worm  Fishing  on  the  Lark,  408 
Worthing,  Fishing  near,  392 
Wye  Estuary,  Nets  at,  312 

YoKKSHiEB  Bsk,  196,  232,  248,  264,  279 
Ythan  or  Ugie,  End  of  April,  231 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES 


BY  THE  EDITOR 


When  were  Split- Gane  Rods  first  Made  ? 

I  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  referred  to  the 
tact  that  although  we  owe  the  hexagonal  six-piece 
glued-up  split-cane  rod  of  to-day  to  the  ingenuity 
ot  American  fishing  rod  makers,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  system  of  making  rods  was  invented 
in  England  and  almost  forgotten,  mitil  it  came  to 
us  as  a  new  thing  fi-om  the  United  States  in  the 

^ZT^T\  }  '^^"'■'^  ^^'^t'  o^-'  at  any  rate,  one 
ot  the  first  to  import  the  splendid  "  Leonard"  split- 
eane  rods  was  my  old  friend  the  late  Mr.  J  D 
Douga  ,  the  gun  and  fishing  tackle  maker.  Mr" 
Dougall  was  a  keen  sportsman  and  author  of  books 
on  shooting  and  fishing.  He  told  me  that  at  one 
time  he  sold  large  numbers  of  the  American  split- 


cane  rods  and  at  very  high  prices.  Biit  the  cheap 
trash  with  which  the  market  was  flooded  got  the 
split  cane  into  disrepute  for  a  time,  until  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros,  took  up  the  manufacture,  and  with 
such  success  that  the  name  of  Hardy  on  a  rod  of 
this  make  means  that  it  is  second  to  none. 


But  when  were  split-cane  rods  first  made  ?  At 
the  great  exhibition  of  185i  Aldred,  of  Oxford 
Street,  received  a  gold  medal  for  his  exhibit  of 
glued-up  split-cane  rods.  These  were  made  by  a 
little  man  named  Irvine,  who  worked  for  the  trade, 
and  when  trade  was  dull  made  rods  to  order  for 
private  customers.  Early  in  the  seventies  my 
friend  and  companion  on  many  a  fishing  excursion, 
Mr.  Giles  Yarde,  took  me  to  Irvine's  little  work- 
shop near  the  Angel,  Islington,  to  see  a  split-cane 
he  was  having  made.  I  ordered  one,  and  we  spent 
many  a  pleasant  half-hoiu-  chatting  with  the  old 
rod-maker,  who  knew  "  Ephemera  "  (Fitzgibbon), 
and  many  of  the  leading  anglers  and  fishing  tackle 
makers  who  flourished  half  a  century  ago. 

In  1840  Messrs.  Longmans  published  Blaine's 
"  Encyclopedia  of  Rural  Sports,"  an  admirable 
work  contaming  very  full  and  excellent  information 
on  fish  and  fishing— of  coui-se,  now  out  of  date  in 
some  respects,  but  still  most  useful  generally.  In 
this  work  "  split  bambOo  "  is  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  materials  of  which  fly-rods  are  made. 

In  1847  Messrs.  Longmans  published  "  A  Hand- 
book of  Angling,"  by  "Ephemera,"  who,  among 
other  authorities  on  rods,  quotes  the  late  Mr. 
Little,  of  15,  Fetter  Lane,  as  follows  :  "  My  third 
authority  consulted  on  rods  is  Mr.  Little,  of  15 
Fetter  Lane,  rod-maker  to  His  Royal  Highness 
Prmce  Albert.  Mr.  Little  is  himself  a  maker,  having 
worked  at  the  bench  as  an  apprentice,  and  imtil 
master  as  a  jom-neyman,  and  I  hold  him  thoroughly 
competent  to  pass  an  opinion  of  great  value  on  the 
making  and  materials  of  rods  of  all  kinds." 

This  is  what  ]\Ii-.  Little  said  about  glued-up  cane, 
'  Made  from  the  stoutest  pieces  of  bamboo  cane 
called  'jungle,'  and  brought  from  India  The 
pieces  should  be  large  and  straight,  so  that  you  can 
rend  them  well  through  knots  and  all.  Each  joint 
should  consist  of  three  rent  pieces  split  like  the 
foot  of  a  portable  garden  chair,  and  afterwards 
glued  together ;  not  knot  opposite  to  knot,  or  im- 
perfect gram  opposite  to  imperfect  grain,  but  the 
best  part  opposite  to  that  which  may  be  knotty  or 
imperfect,  so  as  to  equalise  defectiveness  and  good- 
ness. The  natiu-al  badness  of  the  cane  you  coimter- 
act  by  art,  and  none  save  a  clever  workman  can  do 
it.  .  .  .  The  few  makers  that  have'  as  yet 
attempted  solid  cane  or  glued-up  rods  have 
generally  placed  the  bark  or  hardest  part  of  the 
cane  mside  m  gluing,  and  then  reduced  the  ioints 
down  on  the  outside  to  the  usual  tapering  shape 

"  Giw  me,  however,  the  workman  who  glues 
the  splices  with  the  bark  outside,  and  then  gives  his 
rod  a  true  and  correct  action,  allowing  the  three 
ditterent  barks  to  be  seen  visiblv  on  the  outside 
after  he  has  roimded  the  whole.  If  the  pieces  are 
siviltully  glued  together  they  will  require  no  reducing 
except  at  the  corners,  to  bring  the  rod  from  the 
three  square  to  the  roimd  shape.  I  am  prepared 
to  prove  that  there  are  not  more  than  three  men  in 
London  capable  of  making  perfectly  rods  of  solid 
cane  rent  glued,  and  then  correctly  finished  with 

the  bark  lymg  on  the  outside  Double-handed 

trout  fly-rods  are  generally  from  14  to  16  feet 
long,  and  will  kill  middle-sized  salmon,  grilse  and 
large  trout.  The  rent  and  glued  bamboo  cane  ones 
are  the  best. 

So  far  Mr.  Little  ;  then  Ephemera  himself  says  : 
My  readers  will  now  expect  my  opinion  on  the 
rods  above  recommended  by  competent  judges. 
They  are  all  good  in  their  way.  In  mv  opinion 
rods  made  entirely  of  lance-wood  are  worst,  and 
those  made  entirely  of  rent  and  glued  jungle  cane 
are  the  best  They  must  be  most  carefullv 
fashioned,  and  no  maker  can  turn  them  out  well 
without  charging  a  high  price.  I  am  also  of 
opmiou  that  they  will  last  longer  than  anv  other 
sort  of  rod,  and  are  far  less  liable  to  warping  I 
have  a  high  opinion  of  their  elasticitv,  and 
Mr  Bowness,  fishing-tackle  maker,  of  No.  12 
Bell  Yard,  showed  me  once  a  trout  fly-rod,  made 
in  this,  my  favourite  way,  that  had  been  for  manv 
years  in  use  and  was  still  as  straight  as  "a 
wand  ... 

I  have  not  looked  to  see  if  "Ephemera  "  altered 
this  in  later  editions,  but  he  ought  to  have  done 


so  if  he  did  not,  for  I  find  from  a  copy  of  "  Bell's 
Life  in  London"  for  March  19,  1848,  now  before 
ine,  that  within  a  few  months  of  the  publication  in 
his  book  of  his  "  favourite  way  "  of  making  a  fly- 
rod,  that  he  says  ..."  I  once  spoke  favourably  of 
rods  tlie  materiaks  of  which  were  to  be  rent 
longitudinally  into  triple,  wedge-fonn  pieces,  then 
glued  together  and  rounded  taperingly.  Experience 
has  disclosed  to  me  my  error.  No'^part  of  a  rod 
should  be  rent  and  glued  except  the  .spare  top  of 
salmon  and  double-handed  trout  and  grilse  rods. 
A  rod  with  more  than  its  top  rent  and  glued  can 
scarcely  ever  be  relied  on  for  easy  regular  action." 
I  wonder  what  Mr.  Little  and  Mr.'Bowness  thought 
of  this  speedy  recantation.  Although  I  have  seen 
very  perfect  and  powerful  rods  made  with  three 
pieces  of  cane  glued  together,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  the  hexagonal  six-piece  rod  is  an  iniprove- 
nient  and  a  great  one  ;  of  course  the  cane  now  used 
is  much  better  suited  to  the  purpose,  as  is  also  the 
cement  or  fish-glue.  Jungle  cane  with  the  bark  off 
was  formerly  much  used  for  the  last  foot  or  so  of 
the  fly-rod  top  joint— it  was  fairly  good  on  dry 
days,  but  wet  or  damp  made  it  flabby  and  weak, 
like  a  sponge  in  fact.  The  cane  now  used  is  nearly 
all  bark  in  a  top  joint  and  answers  admirably. 


It  is  clear  from  the  extracts  I  have  given  that 
split-cane  glued-up  rods  were  in  use  in  this  country 
more  than  sixty  years  ago. 

A  Plague  of  Cuttlefish. 
Some  time  ago  I  had  a  note  in  this  colunm  on 
the  devastation  caused  by  the  plague  of  cuttlefish 
on  the  shores  of  Brittany,  where  they  ha\-e  prac- 
tically destroyed  the  crab  and  lobster  fisheries.  It 
looks  as  if  our  o\vn  south-coast  fisheries  are 
threatened  with  a  similar  disaster.  Mr.  W. 
Garstang,  of  the  Marine  Biological  Association  at 
Plymouth,  describes  some  experiments  carried  out 
in  Plymouth  Sound,  inside  the  Breakwater,  a 
fisherman  setting  30  baited  crab  pots  daily  on  an 
average  during  the  experiments.  His  a\'erage  daily 
catch  consisted  of  less  than  one  live  crab  and  three 
live  lobsters,  and  of  nearly  11  octopus,  while  he 
removed  daily  the  corpses  or  mutilated  remains  of 
as  many  as  7  crabs  and  7  lobsters.  Of  8  crabs 
caught  daily  in  his  pots,  at  least  7,  on  an  average, 
fell  victims  to  the  attacks  of  octopus,  and  of  every 
10  lobsters  caught  only  3  escaped.  The  number 
of  octopus  caught  in  the  pots  is  not  an  accurate 
measure  of  their  actual  abundance,  because,  unlike 
the  crabs  and  lobsters,  they  can  make  their  escape 
from  the  pots  after  entering  them. 
_  Mr.  Garstang  adds,  "  I  have  no  detailed  informa- 
tion as  to  the  devastation  effected  by  these  ereatm-es 
on  the  French  coast  (beyond  the"  statement  that 
they  have  done  enormous  damage  to  the  shell 
fisheries  in  general);  but  the  changes  they  have 
already  wrought  in  our  own  waters  are  sufficient  to 
show  their  probable  character.  In  Phiuouth  Sound 
they  have  not  only  attacked  the  edible" crabs  {Cancer 
jMgurus)  and  lobsters  (Homarus  vulgaris),  but  have 
temporarily  exterminated  the  larger  swimming 
crabs  (Portunus  piiber  and  depurator),  which  in 
previous  years  have  always  been  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  harbouil  During  the  last  few 
months  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  more  than 
isolated  specimens  in  the  shrunp  trawl,  although 
in  previous  years  scores,  and  even  hundreds,  at  a 
time  could  be  obtained." 


To  Cle.an  Teout  Eggs. 
Every  fish-breeder  has  trouble  at  times  from 
slime  and  dirt  collecting  on  his  eggs  and  suff"ocating 
them  if  not  removed.  I  see  that  one  of  the  leading 
German  authorities  recommends  that  the  water  in 
the  hatching-tray  sliould  be  drawn  off  carefullv  and 
the  eggs  then  ^vashed  h\  means  of  a  can  with  a 
very  finely  perforated  rose  ;  the  minute  holes  give 
a  gentle  shower  which  removes  the  slime  without 
injury  to  the  egg.^. 


Gr.wlixg  in  the  Test. 
According  to  Blaine's  "  Encyclopiedia  of  Sports," 
published  in  1840,  "Grayling  were  transplanted 
some  years  ago  from  the  Avon  to  the  Test,  being 
first  introduced  at  Longstock,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Stockbridge.  where,  for  a  while,  they  were  plen- 
tiful, multiplied  fast,  and  arrived  at  a  great  size ; 
yet,  in  spite  of  these  circumstances,  the  situation 
did  not  seem  exactly  to  suit  them,  for  after  a  few 
seasons  they  were  lost  to  that  part  of  tlie  river, 
and   gradually  descended  lower  and  lower,  and 
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are  now  only  to  be  found  below  Houghton." 
Twenty  years  ago  they  were  plentiful  some  mile  or 
two  above  Houghton  Mill,  but  of  late  hn,\e  not 
been  nearly  so  numerous  there. 


A  IMiLLioN  American  S.\iM0N  Eggs  for 
New  Zealand. 
According  to  The  American  Field  of  Nov.  24  : — 
"Fish  culture  in  the  United  States  has  attained 
such  x^erfection  that  demands  are  being  made  by  the 
fishcultural  departments  of  foreign  countries  for  fish 
eggs  for  propagating  pinposes,  and  for  instructions 
regarding  the  hatchings  processes.  The  latest  case  is 
reported  from  California,  where,  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week,  it  is  said,  Captain  H.  G.  Lambson,  superintendent 
of  the  United  States  Hatcheries  at  Baird  and  Battle 
Creek,  sailed  for  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  with  one 
million  salmon  eggs,  to  be  hatched  and  the  fry 
liberated  in  the  streams  of  that  country.  Captain 
Lambsou  will  not  only  accompany  the  shipment,  but 
will  instruct  the  New  Zealand  officials  in  the  proper 
methods  of  propagating  the  salmon." 

It  looks  as  if  the  Govermnent  of  New  Zealand 
were  determined  to  make  one  more  big  attempt  to 
introduce  the  salmon.  I  wish  the  million  eggs 
were  from  British  fish,  as  the  Pacific  coast  salmon 
will  not  take  the  fly,  at  least  that  is  his  character 
generally ;  spoons  and  other  spinners  are  more  to 
his  taste. 

Of  course  it  is  only  a  theory,  but  I  believe  the 
failure  which  has  hitherto  attended  all  attempts 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  to  introduce 
the  salmon  into  New  Zealand  waters,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  variety  and  numbers  of  most 
^■oracious  sea  fish  round  the  New  Zealand  coasts 
which  never  gave  the  smolts  a  chance  to  live.- 


I  have  to  thank  ixiany  correspondents  for  good 
wishes,  and  some  for  suggestions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Fisliing  Gazette,  which  will  be 
carefully  considered. 


Young  Eels  Ascending  the  Thames. 
There  was  an  mteresting  reference  to  this  m  the 
'•  Correspondence  "  last  week.    I  asked  Mr  Brook 
for  some  further  particulars,  and  he  sends  me  this 
letter.  ' ' , 

.  Thames  Elvers. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  letter  to  hand.  I  am  quite  certain 
what'I  saw  at  Molesey  were  elvers,  and  not  lamperns, 
as  T  arh  familiar  with  both.  A  fellow-angler,  whose 
nanie  ahd  address  I  enclose,  caught  several  with  his 
hands  and  put  them  in  a  can ;  they  escaped  however 
with  the  exception  of  two,  which  were  examined  by 
daylight  and  returned  to  the  river.  I  have  seen  a  few 
elvers  these  last  two  or  three  j-ears,  but  never  so  late 
as  September,  which  is  the  reason  I  wrote  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  believe  an  "  eel  fair "  was  reported  from 
Teddington  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  season  or  two  ago. 
If  an  opportunity  occurs  during  the  coming  year  I  will 
endeavour  to  send  you  a  few  specimens  alive.  The 
Thames  estuary  is  evidently  improving,  owing  no  doubt 
to  the  improved  treatment  of  sewerage,  matter,  I  and  it 
is  quite  possible  we  may  yet  live  to  see  a  Thames 
salmon.— Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Brook. 

^  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Brook.  The  Thames 
Salmon  Association  will  be  as  glad  as  I  am  to  hear 
that  there  was  an  ascent  of  elvers  m  the  Thames 
last  September.  It  is  possible,  of  course,  that 
these  elvers  were  born  in  the  Tideway  above  Lon- 
don, as  I  do  not  think  it  is  conclusively  proved  that 
all  eels  spawn  only  in  salt  water. 


Av'hy  IS  it  that  so  eminently  practical  a  people 
as  the  Scotch  allow  a  valuable  national  source  of 
revenue  to  be  wasted  and  worse  than  wasted '?  I 
refer  to  the  fact  that  in  Scotland  the  trout  are  not 
protected  during  the  spawning  season,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  left  to  the  mercy  of  poachers  of  all  kinds. 
Good  trout  fishing  is  one  of  the  greatest  attractions 
a  country  district  can  possess,  and  means  an  influx 
of  money  which  benefits  all  directly  or  indirectly. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  (whose  report  is  given  in  another 
column)  do  not  mean  to  let  the  question  drop. 

Captain  S.  H.  Godfrey,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Kashmir 
Fishing  Club,  writes  to  me  as  follows  :  "  The  trout 
ova  referred  to  in  your  article  of  Dec.  1  on  the 
cxperunents  of  the  Kashmir  Fishing  Club  arc 
believed  to  have  reached  Bombay  safely.  The  case 
containing  the  eggs  was,  as  a  special  concession  on 
the  part  of  the  P.  &  0.  Company,  conveyed  in  the 
cool-room  of  tlie  Valr.loma.  The  gi-catcst  possible 
interest  ww.i  kindly  taken  by  the  captain  and  chief 
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officer  of  the  mail  steamer  in  seeing  the  ova  safely 
through  the  sea  join-ney,  and  as  the  temperature  of 
the  cool-room  is  said  to  have  been  maintained 
throughout  the  \-oyage  at  over  35°  and  less  than  43° 
Fahr.,  it  is  hojied  tliat  no  great  number  of  the  ova  will 
have  been  lost.  The  ova  left  for  Rawalj^indi  and 
Sirinagar  by  the  mail  train,  on  the  evening  of  their 
arrival  in  Bombay.  We  shall  hope  to  be  able  to 
report  shortly  that  at  least  a  small  proportion  of 
the  consignment  l»as  reached  its  destination 
safely."  R.  B.  Marston. 


ANGLING  AT  CHEISTMAS  TIME. 


The  south-westerly  gales  which  raged  in  the 
week  preceding  the  joyous  Christmas  tide,  in  lieu 
of  such  seasonable  weather  as  frost  and  snow  which 
one  had,  perhaps,  the  right  to  expect,  gaAe  way 
ultimately  to  a  dead  calm.  But  the  rain  storms 
had  done  the  fisherman  a  tm-n — they  had  materially 
assisted  to  fill  up  rivers  to  their  whiter  level,  caus- 
ing a  fair  stream  to  run,  and  had,  too,  imparted  a 
certain  amount  of  colour  to  the  water.  Everything, 
in  short,  pointed  to  heavy  bags  of  roach  being  made, 
and  prospects  for  those  holidays  makers  whose 
thoughts  were  on  angling  bent  were  particularly 
bright  and  cheering.  When  I  spent  a  couple  of 
hoiu-s  by  the  side  of  the  Thames  on  the  Saturday 
preceding  the  popular  festival,  endeavouring  to 
beguile  the  red-eyed  roach,  there  seemed  every 
promise  of  sport,  but  things  on  tlie  contrary  were 
exceptionally  quiet.  The  best  of  all  baits — crust- 
was  eagerly  snapped  up  by  bleak,  but  instead  of 
having  a  merry  time  with  roach  I  had  to  content 
myself  with  catching  those  silvery  little  fish,  so 
beloved  by  the  noble  trout  of  old  Father  Thames. 
It  was  useless  to  rack  one's  brains  to  discover  a 
reason  for  their  not  feeding.  The  problem  why 
roach  will  not  take  when  wind,  weather  and  water 
are  favourable  is  one  which  has  yet  to  be  solved. 
The  temperature  of  the  water  may  be  just  right, 
there  may  not  be  a  ripple  on  the  stream,  the  air 
may  be  soft  and  spring-like,  and  tlie  day  gloriously 
fine.  There  may  have  been  no  frost  for  a  week  or 
more  to  jHit  them  off  temporarily,  while  for  colour 
the  water  may  be  all  that  the  fond  heart  of  piscator 
could  desire.  Y'^et  matters  maj-  go  badly,  and  he 
would  be  a  clever  man  who  could  explain  the  why 
and  the  wherefore  of  roach  being  unapproachable 
when  one  had  every  just  cause  to  anticijiate  that 
they  would  be  in  an  out-and-out  taking  liuniour. 

On  Sunday  I  journeyed  to  the  Keimet  valley  in  a 
thick  white  fog,  not  a  London  particular,  but  one  of 
those  wetting  Scotch  mists  which  makes  "  long- 
corkers  "  say  an_)-thuig  but  their  prayers  when  they 
endeavour  to  coax  the  line  to  travel  through  the 
rings  of  the  rod,  an  operation  which  cannot  by  either 
soft  or  hard  words  be  carried  out  with  any  pleasing 
degree  of  success.  By  employing  a  heavily  shotted 
float,  drawing  off  two  or  three  yards  of  line  from 
time  to  time,  and  making  a  series  of  spasmodic 
jerks,  line  can  be  got  out  after  a  fashion.  Indeed, 
at  the  "  Swan  "  at  Newbury,  I  met  an  ardent  roach 
fisher  who  is  particularly  good  at  trenting  down  for 
roach  and  cliub.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
however,  that  although  he  had  done  his  best  to 
contend  with  a  rod  reeking  with  moisture,  a  soppy 
line  and  a  dense  fog,  his  spoil  was  not  heavy  enough 
to  need  calling  into  requisition  the  services  of  Joe, 
the  boots  at  the  little  inn,  to  assist  in  carrymg  it 
back.  From  inquiries  I  made  I  gleaned  that  the 
roach  were  feeding  in  the  Kennet  about  as  well  as 
they  were  in  the  Thames,  which  is  not  saying  much. 
But  I  admired  a  leash  of  portly  chub  weighing 
together  between  81b.  and  91b.  taken  in  the 
Piscatorial  Society's  water,  and  heard  of  others  e\-en 
larger  having  been  hooked  there  and  lost.  I  had 
no  time  to  stroll  up  to  Ham  Bridge  and  see  if  the 
big  trout  were  sj^awning,  but  took  a  look  at  the 
roomy  "  Lambourne  Cottage,"  a  sort  of  Annexe,  as 
hotel  keepers  on  the  Continent  would  say,  to  the 
"  Swan."  This  the  genial  landlady  is  erectmg  so 
as  to  be  ready  spick  and  span  for  the  opening  of  the 
trout  season  on  the  Lambourne  on  May  1  next, 
and  it  will  without  doubt  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  desire  more  quietude  than  an  inn  iilled  with 
excited  Mayfly-fishers  affords. 

On  Monday  morning  I  was  at  Hungerford,  and 
quickly  procured  the  necessary  half-crown  ticket 
to  enable  me  to  try  after  grayling  with  the  fly. 
The  fog  had  not  entirely  disappeared,  but  it  was 
gradually  clearing  off,  and  by  mid-day  the  sky 
was  nearly  clcai-.  AVould  gra\ling  ino\e  in  a  fog  ? 
was  the  (|ucstiou  I  ]nit  to  myself.    I  could  not 
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answer  the  query,  nor  could  other  brothers  of  the 
angle  with  whom  I  consulted  on  the  matter. 
Roach  I  knew  from  experience  will  bite  when  the 
top  of  the  rod  can  hardly  be  seen.  When  in  the 
evening  autumn  mists  begin  to  steal  over  the  land 
the  trout-tisher  knows  that  his  work  for  the  day  is 
done,  and  tliat  fishing  is  useless.  But  how  grayling 
were  affected  I  could  not  ascertain,  so  decided  to 
find  out  for  myself.  When  I  began  casting,  say  at 
half-past  nine,  the  day  was  of  the  most  miserable 
and  iminviting  character  imaginable.  All  the  same, 
I  set  diligently  to  work,  after  looking  at  the 
"  tailers,"  which  at  any  rate  were  not  quiescent, 
with  a  small  tag,  fishing  it  wet  as  no  rise  was 
noticeable.  This  tag  was  dressed  after  the  follow- 
ing fashion  :  body  bright  green  peacock  herl  (sword 
feather)  ribbed  with  gold  wire,  tag  a  mite  of  golden 
l)heasant  topping  and  hackle  a  furnace.  For  some 
thne  there  was  no  response,  but  after  an  hour  the 
trout  and  grayling  Avoke  up,  and  I  had  quickly  two 
and  a  half  brace!of  the  former  and  a  pound  grayling, 
besides  hooking  and  losing  a  heavy  trout  which 
came  luistuck.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  grayling 
were  rismg  well  at  something.  There  was  no  fly 
coming  down,  but  the  increasing  strength  of  the 
current  told  me  that  some  of  the  hatches  above 
bridge  had  been  lifted,  and  that  the  influx  of  water 
brought  down  food  which  had  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  fish.  I  fitted  up  a  dry  fly  to  see  if  I  could 
tempt  them  with  it — a  pale  Olive  on  a  00  hook. 
After  a  couple  of  casts  an  ominous  crack  told  me 
an  accident  had  happened  to  my  rod,  and  an 
examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  brand-new 
ferrule  of  the  butt  had  broken  clean  in  half !  To 
make  a  long  story  short,  the  break  was  so- bad  that 
no  amount  of  patchuig  would  make  the  rod  work. 
Being  of  built  cane  and  steel-ribbed  into  the 
bargain,  it  was  impossible  to  splice  it,  and  there  I 
was,  stranded  high  and  dry  without  a  second  string 
to  my  bow.  Moralise  I  did  on  the  wisdom  of 
always  carrying  a  second  rod  in  the  case.  The 
grayling  were  rising  well,  the  sky  had  cleared,  the 
water  was  comi]ig  down  beautifully,  and  I  was 
absolutely  helpless.  Such  an  apparent  chance  of 
scoring  amongst  the  notoriously  capricious  Hun- 
gerford grayling  was  ruined,  and  all  I  could  do  was 
to  solace  myself  with  a  eit;ar  and  watch  the  rises. 
This  I  did  for  an  hour,  liad  lunch,  and  returned  to 
London  by  the  first  dejiarting  train.  It  took  me  a 
long  time  to  get  over  the  disappointment  I  felt 
at  the  unfortunate  ad\'enture  at  Hungerford.  But 
on  Boxing  Day  I  imagined  tliat  a  little  quiet  roach 
fishing  would  act  as  a  sedative  to  complete  my 
cure  and  banish  altogether  the  effects  of  the  late 
fiasco.  So  to  the  Colne  I  wandered,  and  found  it 
in  the  best  possible  trim  for  fishing.  There  was 
not  a  ripple  on  the  water,  the  tmt  was  exquisite, 
the  wmd  in  the  quarter  which  generally  spells 
sport ;  the  thrushes  and  blackbirds  were  making 
their  presence  known  in  the  liedgerows,  and  the 
air  was  so  balmy  that  one  could  not  realise  tliat  by 
the  calendar  it  was  midwinter.  I  can  safely  say 
that  it  was  far  warmer  and  enjoyable  sitting  by 
the  side  of  the  water  on  December  26  than  it  was 
at  the  end  of  May  when  I  tripped  to  Berkshire  for 
the  beginning  of  the  Mayfly  fishing.  Then  there 
was  a  north-east  gale  blowing,  accompanied  by 
blinding  storms  of  hail,  rain  and  sleet. 

But  the  vagaries  of  the  roach  are  so  well  known 
that,  while  all  seemed  propitious,  sport  could 
hardly  have  been  worse.  The  stretch  I  fislied  is  in 
private  hands,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river,  yet  my  total  for  the  day  was 
seven  fish — five  roach  and  a  couple  of  dace.  All 
were  taken  with  crust.  Chub  were  right  off  the 
feed,  as  well  as  roach  and  dace,  and  jack  followed 
suit.  Why,  is  a  perfect  mystery.  The  height  of 
the  water  did  not  vary  half  an  inch  while  I  was  on 
the  bank — in  fact,  the  day  was  an  ideal  one.  It 
may  be  that  tlie  fish  liad  some  foi-el)oding  that  the 
barometer  would  rapidly  fall  in  tlir  afternoon,  as  it 
did,  and  that  this  coming  atmosphevic  disturbance 
put  them  off.  But  it  was  a  real  pleasure — 
to  be  out  in  such  cliarmmg  spring-like  weather  and 
enjoy  the  fresh  air.  It  was,  too,  a  satisfaction  to 
know  that,  thougli  tlie  roach  refused  to  take,  they 
had  been  fairly,  squarely  and  skilfully'  angled  for, 
and  tliat  the  blame  of  a  poor  bag  did  not  rest  with 
the  fisherman,  but  to  his  stalking  tliem  on  one  of 
those  days  when  the  most  attractive  bait  ever 
offered  would  not  make  them  budge  an  inch  from 
their  fixed  determination  to  fast,  and  let  severely 
alone  crust,  gentles,  worms,  paste  or  any  other 
lure  the  angler  might  present  to  them. 

The  Chiel. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


WHAT  AVILL  THE  NEW  CENTURY 
BRING  ? 


After  the  vast  amoiuit  of  disinterested  aud 
painstaking  work  which  has  been  expended  on  our 
fisheries  in  the  period  covered  by  the  last  fifty 
years,  it  is  not  encoui'aging  to  find,  bad  as  the 
'  angling  outlook  was  at  the  end  of  the  century  just 
drawn  to  its  close,  the  prospects  of  the  coming 
century  give  an  unmistakable  iiromise  of  further 
deterioration  rather  than  improvement.  Eetro- 
spectively  and  prospectively  we  are  confronted 
with  the  same  imfortunate  and  disheartening  state 
of  affairs  in  every  direction.  In  spite  of  the 
assistance  given  to  the  efibrts  of  Nature  by  the 
establishment  of  artificial  hatcheries,  the  salmon 
fisheries  both  with  rod  and  net  have  deteriorated  in 
yielfling  power  by  fifty  and  in  many  instances 
eighty  per  cent,  as  compared  with  their  returns  of 
only  twenty-five  j-ears  ago,  while  in  the  whole  of 
the  foui-  countries  constituting  the  United  Kingdom 
there  is  not  a  single  river  which  shows  an  increase. 
Trout  fishing  is  in  almost  as  hopeless  a  condition.. 
Except  in  waters  where  preservation  and  restocking 
are  regularly  and  systematically  carried  on,  trout 
have  and  are  become  a  rapidly  diminishing  quantity. 
Even  in  those  places  where  their  numbers  are 
carefully  maintained  by  these  means,  there  is  a 
universal  outcry  from  the  anglers  'who  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  fishing  them,  that  the  trout  do  not  rise 
with  the  same  freedom  they  displayed  in  the  days 
when  scientific  hatcheries  were  regarded  by  the 
ranli  and  file  of  the  angling  world  with  pretty  much 
the  same  respectful  wonder  accorded  to  the 
laboratories  of  the  old-time  alchemists  by  the 
populace  in  the  Middle  Ages.  Although  anglers  as 
a  body  can  hold  their  own  with  any  other  class  of 
sportsmen  in  logical  reasonfng  and  in  the  inception 
of  complex  theories  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to 
fishing,  particularly  when  they  ai-e  compelled  by 
force  of  circimistances  to  account  for  a  meagre 
catch  or  a  blank  day,  thej'  appear  to  overlook  two 
important  factors  which  are  undoubtedly  responsible 
for  this  high  development  of  the  natural  acuteness  of 
the  trout.  Fish  in  their  way  are  as  susceptible  as  any 
other  animals  to  the  effects  of  education.  Some 
.  years  ago  I  witnessed  a  very  convincing  illustration 
of  this  at  the  Brighton  Aquarimn.  One  day,  while 
watching  the  feeding  of  the  anemones  and  other 
zoophytes,  I  noticed  that,  although  the  inmates  of 
the  tanks  devoted  to  these  species  of  marine  fauna 
were  quite  quiescent,  their  tentacles  became  vio- 
lently animated  immediately  the  superintendent's 
whistle  sounded  as  a  signal  to  the  attendant  on 
duty  to  throw  down  a  supply  of  sandhoppers  mto 
any  of  the  tanks.  In  order  to  see  whether  the 
vibration  of  the  plank  footway  over  the  aquariums 
was  the  cause  of  this  indication  on  the  part  of  the 
anemones  that  they  knew  they  were  about  to  be 
fed,  the  attendant  was  directed  to  walk  backwards 
and  forwards,  but  without  any  responsive  move- 
ment from  the  inmates.  Directly,  however,  the 
whistle  was  sounded  again  the  agitation  recom- 
menced with  full  vigour.  It  was  therefore  apparent 
that  although  the  zoophytes  are  regarded  by 
scientists  as  creatures  belonging  to  the  lowest 
scale  of  animate  nature,  mere  fleshy  sacs,  so  to 
speak,  without  the  slightest  indication  of  any 
organ  that  can  be  termed  a  brain,  they  do  at  least 
possess  a  sufficient  development  of  reasoning  power 
to  enable  them  to  associate  a  particular  sequence 
of  daUy  events  with  the  satiation  of  then-  hunger ; 
and  this,  therefore,  can  only  be  termed  education. 
In  the  case  of  the  trout  we  have  an  animal 
possessing  a  well  -  developed  brain,  and  conse- 
quently capable  of  a  much  higher  state  of  education 
than  the  zoophyte.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  trout  which  inhabit 
our  streams  are  produced  artificially,  they  are 
reared  from  the  moment  they  have  absorbed 
the  umbilical  sacs  on  grated  egg  or  liver,  and 
as  they  increase  in  size  on  manufactiu-ed  foods 
which  are  good  flesh  -  formers  and  cause  them 
to  grow  rapidly.  The  pisciculturalist  from  whose 
establishment  they  come  has  done  liis  duty  to  his 
customers  and  has  sent,  out  magnificent  yearlings 
or  two-year-olds,  as  the  case  may  be,  but  they  are 
deficient  in  one  important  item  of  knowledge,  and 
that  is  to  rise  at  flies  and  otherwise  forage  for 
themselves.  Another  factor  which  exercises  a 
strong  influence  against  surface  feeding  and  causes 
trout  to  seek  their  food  on  the  bottom  is  the 
scientific  drainage  which  is  necessitated  by  the 
exigencies  of  modern  agriculture.     Most  of  our 


trout  streams  are  tributaries  to  larger  water 
courses,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  public  liealth  it 
is,  and  very  rightly  too,  a  punishable  ofi'ence  to 
contaminate  any  of  these  by  the  introduction  of 
sewage  matter.  The  consequence  is  that,  as  one  of 
the  primary  natural  functions  of  aquatic  insects  is 
the  purification  of  the  water  in  which  they  live,  they 
gradually  disappear  from  lack  of  food,  and  again 
the  trout  are  driven  below  the  surface  to  find  the 
means' of  satisfying  their  wants.  Added  to  this,  we 
have  also  to  consider  what  effect  is  produced  on 
their  minds  by  the  newer  and  more  impro\'ed 
methods  of  fishing  which  have  now  come  into 
vogue,  and  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  unless  a 
modern  miracle  is  worked  by  some  beneficent  fairy, 
as  artificial  hatching,  scientific  drainage,  and 
marvels  in  tackle  are  on  the  increase,  the  future  of 
trout  fishing  in  the  next  centiu-y,  which,  according 
to  Mr.  Hall  Caine's  recent  address,  is  to  herald  the 
commencement  of  the  social  millennium,  does  not 
wear  a  very  roseate  hue. 

Turning  to  coarse  fishing,  that  branch  of  Walton's 
gentle  art  which  finds  such  a  multitude  of  followers 
of  all  grades  of  society,  all  over  tlie  country,  the 
prospect  is  no  brighter  so  far  as  the  public  waters 
are  concerned.  Any  one  who  has  studied  week  by 
week  for  any  length  of  years  the  reports  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  its  con- 
temporary journals,  cannot  have  failed  to  notice 
the  pessimistic  tone  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
the  correspondents  at  the  various  fishing  stations. 
There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  coarse  fishing 
has  not  only  deteriorated,  but  has  suffered  to  the 
dual  extent  of  the  almost  total  extinction  of  the 
crayfish  and  the  partial  disappearance  of  the  perch. 
The  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  resuscitate 
the  stock  of  crayfish  have  imfortunately  resulted  in 
a  failure,  but  those  on  behalf  of  the  perch  have 
met  with  greater  success,  and  once  more  this  game 
fighter  and  handsome  fish  flourishes  in  the  Thames 
and  other  streams  which  were  most  severely  affected 
by  the  disease  which  attacked  it  and  the  crayfish. 
Speaking  personally,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  out- 
break was  in  both  instances  due  to  the  weakness 
produced  by  interbreeding,  and  the  consequent 
inability  to  throw  off  the  effects  of  an  epidemic.  As 
a  reasonable  theory  this  holds  good  so  far  as  the 
perch  are  concerned,  because  the  introduction  of 
spawn  from  Scotland  and  from  distant  waters  has, 
as  I  have  just  pointed  out,  brought  about  a  change 
for  the  better  in  the  Thames  and  other  affected 
streams,  but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  confessed 
that  it  does  not  apply  in  the  slightest  degi-ee  to  the 
crayfish.  Of  late  years  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  coarse  fishermen  have  awakened  to  the  neces- 
sity of  restocking,  and  have  been  making  some, 
albeit,  spasmodic,  efforts  in  this  direction.  Much 
more,  however,  will  have  to  be  achieved  if  our 
Royal  River  in  the  coming  century  is  to  maintain 
any  approach  to  the  reputation  it  has  achieved  in 
what  I  may  now  describe  as  the  one  gone  by.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  year  the  Management  of 
the  Crystal  Palace  established  a  school  of  practical 
pisciculture  which  held  the  germ  of  much  good 
within  it,  but  as  yet  little  has  been  heard  of  it, 
owing  principally  to  the  poor  support  it  has 
received  from  the  London  anglers.  It  might 
naturally  be  imagined  that  such  an  institution, 
which  was  started  with  the  special  object  of  devot- 
ing its  attention  to  those  questions  most  directly 
concerned  with  the  betterment  of  angling,  would 
have  been  enthusiastically  welcomed  and  made 
much  of  by  the  working  men  of  London  who  fish, 
and  to  whom  the,  improvement  of  the  rivers  they 
visit  is  of  the  most  vital  importance.  But  not  a 
bit  of  it.  They  have  remained  quite  unresponsive, 
fully  content  to  allow  anyone  else  who  chooses  to 
do  the  work  and  find  the  necessary  funds.  If, 
however,  this  apathy  to  his  best  interests  continues, 
the  London  angler,  at  all  events  if  he  fishes  the 
Thames,  can  prepare  to  put  up  his  rod  and  bid 
adieu  to  his  trips  to  the  national  river.  One 
of  the  penalties  of  centralisation  is  the  in- 
creased demand  which  it  brings  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  In  the  course  of  the  next  two 
decades  London,  that  is  if  her  abnormal  rate  of 
increase  is  maintained,  will  be  at  her  wits'  end 
for  a  water  supply.  Two  alternative  schemes,  the 
construction  of  an  aqueduct  from  Wales  or  in  its 
stead  the  purchase  of  the  interests  of  the  existing 
water  companies,  are  now  under  consideration  by 
the  London  County  Comicil.  If  the  latter  is  adopted, 
and  storage  reservoirs  are  made  along  the  Thames, 
it  will  spell  the  abstraction  of  a  much  greater 
quantity  of  water  than  is  already  taken  from  that 


badly  used  river.  If  that  is  done,  the  Thames,  ex- 
cept in  flood  time,  M'ill  devolv(!  iiifco  a  series  of 
lagoons,  capable  of  supporting  only  a  coniparati\-ely 
meagre  stock  of  fish.  With  e\  erjr  available  j)icce  of 
fishery  near  London  increasing  annually  in  \  alue, 
with  the  rivers  suffering  from  tlie  effect  of  improved 
methods  of  drainage,  and  from  other  caTises  too 
numerous  to  mention  which  tend  to  the  deteriora- 
tion of  sport,  the  coarse  fisherman  has  just  as  much, 
if  not  more,  cause  than  the  salmon  and  trout 
fislierman,  to  look  with  apprehension  on  what  may 
be  in  store  for  him  in  the  coming  century. 

A  Vkteran. 


SPORT   IN  QUEENSLAND. 


We  had  been  out  hunting  for  some  weeks,  when, 
at  the  time  I  am  writing  of,  we  were  camped  by 
the  side  of  the  Brisbane  river. 

It  was  an  ideal  site  for  a  camp,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  picturesqueness  but  for  its  practical 
surroundings.  We  had  good  water  in  abundance 
at  our  feet ;  game,  in  the  shape  of  ducks,  water- 
fowl, parrots,  pigeons,  scrub  turkey,  &c.,  to  be  had 
for  the  trouble  of  shooting,  and  kangaroo,  wallaby, 
bear,  &c.,  abounded  on  the  hillside  above  \is ;  and 
last,  but  not  least,  there  was  plenty  of  broken 
wood  lying  about  for  culinary  j^urposes. 

There  were  three  of  us,  and,  the  day's  shooting 
over,  we  used  to  sit  smoking  outside  the  camp,  too 
tired  to  do  much  else  but  yarn,  or  listen  to  the 
sounds  of  life  around  us. 

At  sunset,  what  a  noise  the  white  cockatoos 
would  make — there  were  hundreds  of  them  going 
to  roost  in  the  pines  above  i:s ;  and  then  the 
laughing  jackasses,  trying  to  imitate  the  cockatoos  ; 
and  at  last,  when  cocky  was  quiet — or  at  least  only 
an  occasional  screech  proclaimed  his  presence — 
then  would  the  mopoke,  that,  perhaps,  most 
Australian,  of  all  Australia's  birds,  commence  its 
nightly  song  of  "more  pork — more  pork,"  to  be 
quickly  mimicked  by  some  wakeful  jackass. 

Over  the  river,  from  the  flat,  woiUd  come  the 
harsh  vocal  music  of  a  bear,  and  behind  us  the 
hurried  scamper  of  a  paddy  melon  come  down  to 
investigate  the  camp,  or  the  thud,  thud  of  a  pass- 
ing wallaby. 

Every  now  and  again  a  heavy  splash  at  our  feet 
would  proclaun  the  presence  of  bream,  or  a  dis- 
turbed turtle,  or  may  be  a  platypus.  It  is  the 
bream  I  want  to  write  about,  for  they  annoyed  us 
greatly — we  simfily  could  not  catch  them.  None  of 
us  had  had  any  previous  bream  fishing,  but  we  tried 
paste  baits  (made  of  flour  and  water),  we  tried 
worms,  and  we  tried  meat  baits,  all  to  no  effect, 
and  it  was  not  until  I  at  last  hit  on  the  happy  idea 
of  trying  a  grasshopper  that  Mr.  Bream  was  called 
to  account. 

It  was  early  one  morning  when,  with  my  rifle 
and  rod,  made  from  a  sti-aight  branch  of  a  blue  gum, 
and  a  float  fashioned  from  the  cork  of  our  whisky- 
flask,  together  with  half  a  dozen  grasshoppers  and 
our  supply  of  tackle,  which,  by  the  way,  only  con- 
sisted of  about  a  dozen  various  sized  eyed  hooks 
and  30  yards  of  fairly  strong  fishing  line,  that  I 
strolled  up-stream  to  a  likely  spot  I  had  previously 
noticed  when  out  kangaroomg. 

The  river,  after  rushing  through  a  fairly  narrow 
gully,  widened  out,  and  in  smooth  water  I,  perched 
on  the  top  of  a  rock  some  10  or  15  feet  from  shore, 
commenced  fishing.  I  had  allowed  my  bait  to  float 
down-stream,  and  was  pulling  it  back  slowly,  for  the 
third  time,  when  I  felt  a  strong  jerk,  and  a  run 
followed  that  quickly  imcoiled  the  little  slack  I  had 
recovered. 

How  my  first  bream  fought,  and  what  a  strain 
on  the  line !  There  was  no  playuig  to  be  done,  for 
he  was  pliinging  wildly  at  the  end  of  the  tackle, 
and  I  could  not  follow  him  down-stream.  It  was 
a  question  whether  the  fish  or  the  line  would  give 
in  first.  The  line  won,  and  slowly  but  surely  I 
hauled  Mr.  Bream  in — inch  by  inch  at  first,  but 
later  on  by  feet,  until  at  last  I  had  huu  safely 
landed.  What  a  beauty  he  was  !  I  had  no  means 
of  judgmg  its  weight  but  tliat  of  guessing.  I  think 
I  was  fair  to  myself,  and  the  bream  too,  to  put  him 
dovvn  as  a  6-pounder. 

Putting  a  fresh  bait  on,  I  again  let  the  line  float 
dowi-stream,  to  be  rewarded  with  a  sudden  jerk 
which  made  me  tmgle  aU  over,  for  I  Imew  I  was 
into  a  big  fish  this  time — one  mad  dash,  and  it  was 
fighting  at  the  end  of  the  line — for  liberty,  and  I, 
at  the  other,  to  retain  my  balimce — when,  with  a 
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tremendous  jerk,  tlie  tackle  snapped  half  way  up, 
and  the  fish,  with  full  15  feet  of  line,  made  off. 

It  was  a  great  disappointment,  but  knowing 
"These  little  things  are  only  sent  to  try  us,"  I 
fixed  a  hook  at  the  end  of  the  line,  found  a  piece 
of  drift  \\-ood  to  act  as  float,  and  started  again  ;  but 
alas!  with  no  more  runs  to  record.  Whether  it 
was  that  my  language  had  frightened  every  respect- 
able fish  away,  or  whether  it  was  I  could  only 
allow  the  bait  to  float  down  a  few  yards,  I  don't 
know,  but  this  I  do  know,  that  it  was  a  very  pleased 
angler  that  waded  ashore,  with  a  nice  little  bream 
hangmg  from  the  end  of  his  rifle.     "  Wallaby." 


FISH  CULTUKE. 


THE  MIDLAND  COUNTIES'  FISH  CULTUEE 
ESTABLISHMENT,  MALVERN  WELLS. 
The  Fishery  founded  by  the  late  William  Burgess, 
and  now  for  some  years  carried  on  by  Mr.  Walter  i 
Baily,  was  one  of  the  first  Fish  Culture  Establish- 
ments started  in  England.  j 

The  Rainbow  Trout  was  introduced  to  the  Fishery 
in  1887,  and  for  many  years  consignments  of  the  ' 
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j  the  supply  of  all  kinds  of  nets— Trammel  nets,  Flue 
nets.  Drag  nets,  casting  nets,  &c.,  and  is  preparing 

j  an  illustrated  price  list  of  them.  We  have  often 
wondered  that  nobody  seems  to  advertise  fishing 
nets  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  yet  they  are  com 

j  stantly  required  by  fish  breeders,  clubs,  and  owners 
of  fislieries. 

Then  ]\Ir.  Baily  informs  us  that  he  not  only  sup- 
[  plies  all  kinds  of  trout,  but  also  their  natural  food, 
I  such  as  :  water  shrimps,  water  snails,  and  other 
aquatic  insects  in  season,  and  the  various  smaller 
water  insects,  such  as  daphnia  and  Cyclops,  so  valu- 
able for  feeding  fry.  He  has  a  patent  fish  carrier 
for  moving  fish,  the  shape  of  which  ensures  aeration. 
His  fish  pamphlet  will  be  sent  by  him,  post  free,  to 
any  address. 


DIFFICULTY  IN  STEIKING  FISH. 


Much  is  frequently  written  about  styles,  but  no 
matter  what  style  one  adopts,  a  good'  deal  often 
depends  on  the  number  of  fish  missed  by  the  baits 
that  are  used.  The  bait  should  suit  the  mouth  of  the 
fish  one  wishes  to  circumvent,  and  we  should  not  fish 
with  a  bait  to  catch  a  3oz.  fish  large  enough  for  a 
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bream,  gudgeon  and  sticklebacks  all  more  or  less 
mdulge  in  this  habit ;  and  anglers  frequently  miss 
chub  when  using  a  cheese-bait  as  round  as  a  sloe, 
which  had  turned  hard  in  tlie  water.  In  these 
I  cases  the  baits  were  pulled  out  of  the  sepulchral 
mouths  of  the  chub  without  the  slightest  chance  of 
the  fish  being  caught,  and  anglers  would  often  be 
more  successful  if  both  cheese  and  cheese  paste  were 
made  much  softer  and  pressed  slightly  flat,  with 
the  hook  not  more  than  half  the  depth' in  the  bait, 
and  with  the  point  much  nearer  the  surface,  than 
when  using  a  marble-like  bait.  The  fact  is 
the  hook  sometimes  fails  to  split  up  a  pellet 
made  up  too  stiffly  and  penetrate  in  time ;  small 
cubes  of  soaked  breadcrust  offer  such  a  compara- 
tively slight  resistance,  the  results  are  much  more 
satisfactory.  Again,  when  one  is  legerino-  for 
roach  with  gentles,  20  yards  or  2.5  yards  from  the 
rod,  it  does  not  seem  to  matter  how  or  when  one 
strikes,  a  good  percentage  of  roach  escape.  It 
appears  to  me  that  they  can  take  in  a  small  bunch 
of  gentles  off  the  ground,  annex  the  insides  of 
several,  and  \eA\c  nothing  on  tlie  hook  but  the  flaccid 
skms,  before  the  angler  finds  it  out.  I  have 
repeatedly  noticed  it,  and  if  the  rod  is  in  the  least 
bit  too  stiff  and  the  tackle  fine,  he  will  frequently 


ova  of  this  fish  have  been  regularly  hnported  from 
the  United  States  and  laid  down  iii  the  Hatchery. 

The  Hatchery  has  been  much  enlarged,  and  the 
number  of  hatching  boxes  doubled,  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  this  season  a  fresh  stream  of  water 
has  been  added  to  the.  Fishery.  The  ponds  now 
number  over  60,  varying  in  size  from  fry  ponds  to 
three  acres. 

The  enormous  quantity  of  natural  food  in  the 
shape  of  insects  in  the  streams  which,  flowing 
from  the  Malvern  Hills,  supply  the  Fishery  render 
it  unnecessary  to  feed  the  fish  very  heavily  with 
artificial  food  ;  they  consequently  retain  their  wild 
habits  to  some  extent,  and  are  the  better  able  to 
shift  for  themselves  when  turned  out  to  other 
waters  for  stocking.  An  unusually  large  number 
of  Rainbow  trout  have  been  reared  this  year,  and 
are  now  ready  for  moving. 

An  instance  has  occurred  of  Rainbow  yearlings 
being  sent  away  from  the  Fishery  in  April  "1899,  for 
stocking  a  lake,  and  being  caught  in  August  1900 
weighing  If  lb.,  showing  how  well  this  fish  will 
thrive  when  placed  in  suitable  water. 

The  Fishery  supplies  boxes  for  hatching  trout,  a 
hatching  and  rearing  box  combined,  being  made  in 
two  sizes  to  hold  two  or  four  thousand  eggs,  also  all 
apparatus  for  rearing  fish  of  the  latest  pattern,  and 
various  kinds  of  food  specially  prepared  for  feeding 
fish. 

Mr.  Walter  Baily  called  on  us  recently,  and  we 
were  glad  to  hear  that  he  makes  a  special  feature  of 


Danemoob  Ponds,  Malvern  Wells  Fishery. 

three-pounder ;  but  if  an  angler  uses  baits  so  large 
that  the  fish  cannot  get  them  into  their  mouths,  he 
may  obtain  plenty  of  bites  but  he  will  catch  few  fish. 
I  really  do  not  know  which  is  the  worst ;  a  great  long 
wriggling  dew-worm,  dangling  from  a  No.  9  hook, 
like  a  chitterling  from  a  perch  hook,  or  three  or 
four  gentles  on  a  No.  6  crystal.  One  could  scarcely 
expect  a  fish  to  take  the  latter,  and  it  would  be 
rather  difficult  to  hook  one  with  the  former  bait. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  similar  worm  well  scoured 
and  tough,  hooked  carefully  through  the  tail,  about 
an  inch  from  the  tip,  on  a  No.  5  or  6  hook,  and 
gently  dropped  into  a  sheltered  hole,  quiet  eddy,  or 
slow  running  deep  clear  of  weeds,  and  free  from 
obstructions,  is  sometimes  a  capital  lure  for  barbel, 
big  bream,  and  perch. 

1  have  heard  Lea  anglers  say  that  when  fishing 
with  paste  they  could  stril^e  nine  roach  out  of  ten  ; 
I  have  seen  them  unable  to  strike  two  out  of  four. 
If  a  Lea  angler  occasionally  fails  in  this  respect, 
with  his  rod  top  well  over  his  float,  no  slack  line, 
and  thoroughly  prepared  to  strike  a  roach  when 
biting  so  deliberately  that  it  is  often  difficult  for  any- 
one unaccustomed  to  the  style  to  detect  it,  can  one 
wonder  at  the  non-success  of  novices  and  others, 
when  fishing  as  described  above  ?  Various  sorts  of 
fry  will  attack  baits  that  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  take  into  their  mouths.  I  have  frequently  seen 
really  clever  anglers  try  to  hook  tiny  roach "  when 
attacking  a  small  bunch  of  gentles,  but  they  often 
tried  in  vain.    Minnows,  small  roach,  dace,  silver 


break  it ;  if  too  whippy,  one  might  as  well  use  a  fly- 
rod  so  far  as  successful  striking  is  concerned,  and 
nothing  but  mishaps  need  be  expected;  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  a  ^-ery  great  extent  when 
pegging  for  dace  (i.e.,  light  legering  with  a  quill 
float,  and  from  four  to  six  No.  4  shots  in  a  modera- 
tely fast  stream,  or  if  preferred,  a  small  corking 
weight,  or  pear-shaped  lead)  from  6  to  8  yards 
from  the  rod.  I  ha^'e  seen  clever  anglers  often  miss 
quite  half  the  fish.  The  thinner  the  float  the  less 
resistance  there  is  in  striking,  and  the  slant  made 
by  a  7-in.  or  8-in.  float  is  more  oblique  and  perfect, 
and  the  pull  is  straighter  on  the  fish  than  can  be 
obtained  from  a  short,  stubby,  heavy  float,  that  the 
stroke  often  does  not  go  beyond  it,  much  less  to  the 
hook.  Many  native  bream  anglers  on  the  Bedford 
Ouse  fish  with  a  float  the  size  of  a  turnip  large 
enough  to  cook.  There  is  one  great  advantage  in 
this  method,  the  float  being  anchored  like  a  niinia- 
tm-e  buoy  the  bait  is  always  kept  well  down,  and 
the  float  can  easily  be  seen"  in  the  dark  by  the  aid 
of  a  lantern— for  they  swear  by  night  fishing  ;  but  it 
would  never  do  for  roach. 

In  legering  in  rivers,  one  should  always  endeavour 
to  cast  the  bullet  or  leger-lead  down  stream  as  near 
as  possible  where  one  wishes  it  to  rest ;  one  has  a 
better  chance  of  Jiookiiig  fish  than  when  the  bait  is 
held  at  right  angles.  It  often  prevents  tlie  bullet 
rolling  long  distances,  spoiling  the  bait ;  one  can 
strike  with  greater  precision,  use  a  much  smaller 
bullet,  therefore  finer  line ;  and  one  is  not  so  apt  to 


January  5,  1901 


THE  FISHING  CxAZETTE 


5 


be'pestered  with  floating  weeds.  In  spite  of  all  my 
care,  I  have  frequently  seen  my  bait  so  completely 
covered  with  flannel  and  other  weeds,  both  in  tidal 
and  non-tidal  rivers,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
fish  to  see  it.  There  are  fonr  serious  mistakes  be- 
ginners often  make  to  prevent  them  from  catching 
fish.  The  one  just  described,  i.e.,  legering  straight 
across  a  stream  instead  of  dowyi  it. 

(2)  Fishing  in  old  ponds,  pools,  lakes  and  fleets, 
etc.,  containing  from  six  inches  to  three  or  four 
feet  at  least  of  soft,  slim.y  mud  or  ooze,  into  which 
a  weight  or  bullet  will  sink  and  often  drag  the  bait 
out  of  sight  where  fish  have  no  chance  to  see  it, 
more  especially  when  fixed  too  near  the  hook. 

(3)  When  swimming  the  float,  allowing  the  bait 
for  want  of  sufficient  weight  to  swim  over  the 
heads  of  such  fish  as  barbel,  dace,  bream,  roach, 
and  on  occasions  chub  when  using  the  worm  ;  and 

(4)  Fishing  for  roach  with  paste  in  gentle  eddies, 
slacks,  mill-pools  and  still  waters,  with  from  four 
to  six  yards  of  slack  line  bagging  and  bowing 
between  the  rod-top  and  float.  Thus  is  much 
valuable  time  often  wasted  by  anglers  when  fishing 
under  conditions  making  it  next  to  impossible  to 
obtain  sport. 


MAYBUSH  MEAD,  ON  THE  COLN, 
NEAE  FAIRFORD. 


IN   SEARCH  OF  LAX-OIUXG. 


The  view  here  given  is  a  part  of  tlie  picturesque 
and  well-known  trout  fishery  at  Fairford  attached 
to  the  Bull  Hotel  and  known  as  "  Meg "  or 
"  Maybush  Mead."  There  are  some  three  miles  of 
water  altogether  attached  to  the  hotel  divided  into 
two  stretches  about  a  mile  apart,  for  which  the 
charge  is  2s.  6d.  per  day  and  the  limits  fib.  and 
5  brace. 

The  gentleman  fishing  for  the  big  trout  which 
frequent  this  favourite  length  is  an  annual  visitor 
to  these  waters,  and  is  a  hot'un  on  the  trout  as  well 
as  being  an  expert  pike  fisher.  The  gentleman 
looking  on  and  enjoying  a  pipe  is  a  well-known 
local  dry  fly  ipan,  than  whom  few  can  cast  a  more 
accurate  and  nicely  cocked  fly  or  land  a  big  trout  in 
a  more  skilful  manner.  The  gentleman  in  question 
at  this  very  spot  last  May  fly  season  landed  the 
premier  fish  of  the  season,  its  weiglit  being 
21b.  4oz.  ;  he  also  secured  the  limit  creel. 

The  river  Coin  has  no  "  e  "  like  the  two  other 
English  rivers  of  the   same   name ;   it  rises  at 


^  Althouch  the  elements  liad  l)een  pi  O])itious  from 
Grimsby  to  Sundsvall  via  Giiteborg  and  Stock- 
liolm,  the  passage  on  to  Ilernosand  was  an.^hing 
but  pleasant.  It  was  better  to  lie  down  in  the 
smoking-room  tlian  to  attempt  a  descent  to  dinner, 
with  the  result  tliat  one  felt  an  appalling  hunger  on 
getting  to  the  hotel  on  the  quay,  liiit  nothing 
could  be  had  until  8  p.m.  (it  was  then  only  4  p.m.), 
as  all  the  waitresses  were  having  their  afternoon 
off.  When  supper  came,  it  was  an  undouljted  mis- 
take, due  to  absolute  ignorance  of  the  Swedish 
language,  to  order  Lax-  something  or  other;  for  it 
proved  to  be  a  thick  section  of  raw  salmon  with 
sweetened  cream  sauce,  which  was  found  to  be  ab- 
solutely hnpossible  in  spite  of  the  gnawings  of 
hunger.  The  only  thing  to  do  was  to  return  to  the 
sideboard  and  browse  around  on  the  small  dishes  of 
dried  tongue,  sardines  and  anchovies.  Later  on  I 
learnt  to  find  my  way  through  a  Swedish  bill  of 
fare  with  greater  effect.  Hernosand  is  not  a  very 
exciting  sort  of  place,  nor  likely  to  attract  many 
tourists.    It  lies  at  the  moutli  of  the  gi-eat  Anger- 
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Maybush  Mead,  The  Coln,  Faibford.    A  Famous  Cast  on  the  Bull  Hotel  Watek. 


In  fishing  a  stream,  say  six  feet  in  depth,  it  is  as 
frequently  as  rapid  again  near  the  surface  as  it  is 
near  the  groimd.  A  few  pieces  of  worm  thrown  in 
where  they  can  be  seen  will  prove  this ;  at  first 
floating  down  rather  fast  the  speed  gradually 
lessens  until  they  finally  and  rather  slowly  drop 
on  the  ground.  But  in  spite  of  this  many  anglers 
do  not  or  will  not  see  it,  and  persist  in  using  three 
times  the  weight  on  the  two  lowest  strands  of  gut 
that  they  do  above  them  (sometimes  a  heavy 
chain  of  shots  which  prevents  the  stream  from 
playing  on  the  bait  and  making  it  travel  down  in  a 
natural  and  attractive  manner),  with  the  result 
that  the  float  is  continually  getting  in  front  of  the 
tackle  and  bait,  the  bait  dragging  behind  when  it 
should  be  well  in  front  of  the  float,  and  con- 
sequently getting  right  in  the  way  of  the  fish, 
which  are  obliged  to  turn  round  and  seize  the  lure 
— I  ha^-e  seen  them  chase  it — making  it  most 
difficult  to  effect  a  capture,  for  all  the  bow-like 
protuberate  line  between  the  shots  or  weight  must 
be  struck  up  before  the  hook  can  be  sent  home. 

H.  A. 


ao  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  reaJy, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  ami  Wet  Fly 
lisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 

Athenian  '  of  the  Fishmg  Gazette.  With  eishty  illustrations. 
Ihis  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Diinstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Andoversford  near  to  Cheltenham,  and  flows  on 
through  the  pine-clad  Cotswold  Hills  amidst  most 
lovely  and  varied  scenery  of  hill  and  vale,  and 
through  several  deer  parks,  to  the  old  world  of 
Fairford  and  thence  on  into  the  Thames  for  about 
seven  miles,  some  of  its  windings  being  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  Altogether  the  Coin  is 
about  30  miles  in  length. 

The  Coin  contains  nothmg  but  trout  and'  cray- 
fish, a  few  of  the  latter  are  still  left  on  the  upper 
reaches,  except  near  its  confluence  with  the  Thames, 
where  monster  chub  of  from  21b.  to  41b.  are  met 
with  which  show  excellent  sport  on  light  fly  tackle. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  season  and  in  the  May 
fly  which  comes  up  in  thick  clouds  at  times,  the 
Coin  is  visited  by  dry  fly  experts  from  all  parts  of 
'England,  many  of  whom  exhibit  remarkable  skill 
in  casting. 

The  photograph  of  the  view  is  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Gardner  of  Fairford,  who  has  courteously  given 
permission  for  its  reproduction.  He  does  largely 
in  landscape  and  river  scenery.      F.  Lockwood. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade 
the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Fridays 
at  two  o'clock  (mstead  of  five  as  heretofore).  To 
ensiu-e  insertion,  copy  must  arrive  at  St.  Dunstan's 
House  not  later  than  five  o'clock  p.m.  on 
Thursdays. 


man  River,  which  I  had  determined  to  follow  up  in 
search  of  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new,  having 
heard  much  of  certain  large  fish,  called  Lax-iiring^ 
that  were  said  to  inhabit  the  upper  waters  of  this 
and  other  Swedish  rivers.  Going  on  board  the 
Strom  -  Karl  early  next  morning,  we  were  soon 
steaming  up  stream,  when  it  was  possible  to  loolc 
back  with  an  mitroubled  breast  at  the  Juige 
rollers  crowned  with  white  that  came  thundering 
in  from  the  open  Baltic.  Of  the  universal 
kindness  and  courtesy  of  the  Swedes  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  too  highly.  Captain  Moren 
was  ho  exception,  and  could  not  do  too  much 
for  one  in  the  way  of  giving  information  ;  and  this 
information  was  badly  needed,  for  it  had  been 
impossible  to  find  out  anUhing  before  leaving 
England  about  this  district. '  All  the  morning  the 
Strom-Karl  worked  up  past  timber  yards  and  saw- 
mills, where  lai-ge  ocean-going  steamers  la,\-  talving 
in  their  cargo  of  deals,  dodging  rafts  coming  down, 
and  occasionally  going  over  a  few  stra\-  logs  that 
did  not  get  out  of  our  way.  After  a  time  the  river, 
which  hitherto  was  really  an  arm  of  the  sea, 
gradually  narrowed,  the  low  banks  gave  place  to 
high  cliffs  of  sand  and  gra\  el,  and  the  force  of  the 
current  was  sufficient  at  some  turns  to  make  the 
boat  heel  over.  xVbout  five  in  the  evening  we 
stopped  at  Solleftea.  where  the  first  fall  occurs.  A 
drive  of  about  three  kilometres  took  us  past  this 
small  town  to  the  river  bank,  where  another  small 
steamer  was  waiting.     This  in  its  turn  ran  in 
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about  an  hour  to  the  foot  of  another  fall,  whence 
communication  was  kept  up  with  boat  No.  3  by 
another  drive  of  se\-eral  kilometres,  the  road  passing 
under  a  huge  railway  bridge,  which  the  natives  ai-e 
evidently  very  proud  of.  No.  3  was  very  small, 
just  a  boat  with  a  kettle  in  the  centre,  but  it 
tra^•elled  fast.  The  good  Captain  Moren  had 
telephoned  to  the  posting  station,  so  when  one 
was  landed  on  the  desolate  bank  without  a  sigir  of 
human  habitation  anywhere  and  the  boat  went  on 
to  unknown  regions,  one  felt  that  it  was  all  right ; 
and  sure  enough  on  the  top  of  the  moraine  that 
formed  the  bank  there  was  a  lovely  postmg  house, 
with  horse  and  coffee  waiting  for  the  Engelskman. 
Dri^•ing  through  the  forest  for  some  three  or  fom- 
hours,  we  reached  the  village  of  Liden  a  little 
before  midnight,  and  I  was  glad  enough  to  tumble 
into  bed  without  asking  for  supper,  much  less  for 
information  respecting  the  fishing. 

A  pleasauter  place  than  Liden  for  a  prolonged 
stay  and  a  more  genial  host  than  Herr  Ostkmd  could 
not  be  imagined,  but  as  a  fishing  centre  it  was  a 
failure.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  hotel,  which, 
like  the  main  village,  was  perched  on  the  edge  of  a 
huge  morame,  the  river  came  roaring  over  a  barrier 
of  rocks,  bringmg  with  it  thousands  of  logs  in  one 
continual  stream.  It  was  as  if  some  giant  was 
emptying  the  contents  of  match-boxes  round  the 
corner.  All  around  the  logs  lay  piled  up  on  the 
,  rocks  by  the  late  floods  in  hopeless  jambs  20  or  30 
feet  high,  and  the  edges  of  the  river  were  every- 
,  where  lined  with  them.  The  only  fish  taken  were 
captured  by  the  pastor  in  his  salmon  traps,  which 
he  examined  every  evening  at  six,  and  this  proved 
one  of  the  excitements  of  the  day.  The  rocks  at 
the  head  of  the  falls  were  curiously  carved  by  some 
bygone  race,  figures  of  elk,  reindeer  and  salmon 
being  the  commonest;  the  pastor  had  carefully 
outlined  the  figures,  which  in  some  cases  were 
weather  and  water  worn,  with  white  paint.  It  was 
certainly  a  remarkable  sight.  A  few  attempts  in 
the  smaller  streams  that  ran  through  the  swampy 
forest  produced  only  a  few  small  trout,  or  stenbit  as 
they  call  them  here,  so  it  was  evident  that  if 
Lax-oring  were  gomg  to  be  caught  a  move  from 
these  lotus-eating  quarters  would  have  to  be  made. 
With  the  aid  of  a  dictionary  and  a  previous  slight 
acquaintance  with  Norwegian,  I  gradually  began  to 
be  "  understanded  of  the  people,"  and  learnt  that 
there  was  good  grayling  fishing  some  miles  up, 
where  another  river  came  in.  Going  up  I  found  the 
Follesjo  coming  down  over  a  long  series  of 
falls  and  rapids,  a  boiling  and  angi-y  flood. 
The  fascination  of  watching  the  timber  coming 
down  was  so  great  that  the  rod  was  never  put 
up  at  all.  The  largest  trees  were  tossed  on  the 
crests  of  the  waves  like  feathers,  and  as  they 
plunged  into  the  boil  at  the  foot  of  the  biggest  fall 
they  immediately  shot  up  almost  the  full  length 
with  the  force  of  the  undertour,  and  fell  crashing 
back  on  the  fall.  It  seemed  as  if  some  demon  was 
tormenting  them  below  and  they  were  leaping  out 
to  escape  the  torture;  one  instinctively  rejoiced 
when  after  many  struggles  they  escaped  and  were 
swept  down  the  smoother  rapids  to  join  the  mass 
m  the  larger  river  below.  Probably  with  lower 
water  good  fishing  could  be  had  here— I  never  tried 
It.  It  seemed  now  the  best  plan  to  leave  the  main 
river,  which  came  fi-om  rather  inaccessible  regions, 
and  follow  a  branch,  the  Faxe  elv,  as  it  ''com- 
municated with  a  long  string  of  lakes  on  which 
steamers  r^n.  Two  days'  carrioling  on  good  roads 
with  fast  horses  was  a  pleasant  change.  The 
country  is  nearly  entirely  forest,  but  as  the  weather 
was  magnificent  there  was  never  any  gloominess 
about  it.  The  road,  often  interrupted  by  "lake- 
like expansions  of  river,"  where  we  had  to  be 
ferried  across,  carriole  and  all,  ran  through  Eamsele, 
a  strange  little  woodland  town.  Here  tlie  Faxe  was 
reached,  which  discharges  into  the  Angerman  at 
bolleftea.  On  the  second  day,  after  halts  at  various 
stations— the  perfection  of  cleanliness,  good  food 
and  comfort— the  country  became  more  open,  large 
sawmills  appeared  on  the  river  banlcs,  the  sound 
of  the  Burrsaw  was  heard  in  the  land,  and 
we  were  at  Strom.  This  is  quite  a  considerable 
place,  beautifully  situated  on  the  Faxe,  which 
here  spreads  out  into  the  Stromvattudal,  navi- 
gable upwards  without  a  fall  for  more  than  60 
kilometres.  The  inn  here,  it  is  almost  need- 
less to  say,  was  excellent,  while  numerous  shops, 
including  one  where  good  fishing  tackle  was 
sold,  gave  an  air  of  prosperity  to  the  place. 
Judging,  however,  from  the  depth  of  the  ruts  in  the 
street  and  the  wooden  pavements  of  planks  on  the 
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sides,  the  mud  here  in  wet  weather  must  be  some- 
thing too  awful.  From  the  top  of  the  hill  above 
the  town  a  truly  magnificent  view  is  to  be  had; 
beyond  the  sea  of  forest  that  lay  on  all  sides  there 
rose,  some  forty  miles  to  the  N.W.,  masses  of 
mountains  streaked  and  marked  with  snow  patches, 
while  more  westward  and  further  off  still  there 
were  seen  the  famt  blue  peaks  of  the  Alps  of  Jemt- 
land.  On  going  on  board  the  small  steamer  next 
morning  I  found  that  the  captain  knew  a  little 
English,  so  I  gave  my  Swedish  a  rest.  It  wanted 
it  badly.  He  promptly  produced  Filsner  from 
imder  the  floor  of  the  saloon,  and  we  dranli:  to  our 
better  acquaintance.  There  were  a  few  nati^■es  of 
the  better  class  on  board  going  up  on  business  con- 
nected with  timber.  One  of  them  came  round  with 
a  box  of  cigars  and  a  brandy  bottle  at  intervals. 
I  accumulated  quite  a  lot  of  the  former  during  the 
day,  but  "  passed  "  the  bottle  each  time.  It  was 
xerj  hot  and  stuffy  in  the  little  saloon  below,  so 
the  excellent  captain  had  dinner  served  on  deck 
under  the  awning,  and  a  very  good  dinner  it  was. 
What  better  way  could  there  be  of  spending  a 
holiday?  Occasionally  we  ran  up  to  a  ricketty 
pier  on  the  edge  of  the  forest,  but  it  was  very 
seldom  that  anybody  put  in  an  appearance.  We 
just  dumped  down  the  goods  for  delivery,  mostly 
flour  or  meat,  and  steamed  away.  After  eight 
hours'  run  the  lake  narrowed  and  became  a  stream 
with  a  strong  current  again.  Here  I  was  told  were 
to  be  found  the  Lax-iiring  that  I  had  come  so  far 
to  see.  Before  tackling  the  last  and  worst  part 
of  the  stream  we  discharged  om-  cargo — heavy  iron 
clamps  for  making  timber  booms  to  keep  the  logs 
out  of  the  backwater.  W.  F.  Evans. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  SCOTTISH  TKOUT  ANGLEES' 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  SMOKING  concert  under  tlie  auspices  of  the 
Glasgow  District  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  took  place  last  night  in  the  Trades 
Hall,  Glassford- street.  There  was  a  large  attend- 
ance. Sir  John  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P., 
presided,  and  among  other  gentlemen  present 
were— Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Baird,  M.P. ;  Professor  .John 
Glaister,  Mr.  Smith,  secretary  of  the  association ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Sellar,  secretary  of  the  Glasgow  dis- 
trict. The  Chairman  said  he  was  glad  to  know 
of  the  existence  of  the  association.  Trout  anglers 
required  to  be  associated  for  many  reasons,  and 
for  no  reason  more  than  this,  that  every  trout 
angler  required  a  certain  education  in  the 
gi-ounding  of  his  business.  He  remembered  the 
time  when  he  used  to  think,  as  he  supposed 
everyone  had  thought  in  his  day,  that  there  was  no 
relation  between  tlie  number"  of  fish  tlmt  tliey 
pulled  out  of  the  streams  or  lochs  and  the  number 
which  remained  in  them ;  but  as  one  grew  older 
one  grew  wiser.  He  had  no  doubt  that  all  of  them 
who  were  associated  with  a  view  to  the  preservation 
of  fisliing,  and  legislation  to  further  that  preserva- 
tion, had  realised  long  ago  that  when  you  pulled  a 
trout  out  of  the  river  there  was  one  trout  more  in 
your  basket  and  one  less  in  the  river.  Sir  John 
next  told  a  story  of  a  colleague  in  the  House  of 
Commons  who  believed  in  free  fishing  in  preserved 
waters,  and  remarked  that  that  colleague  showed 
himself  to  be  a  good  wit  and  a  good  angler,  though, 
perhaps,  not  a  very  good  Eadical.  His  colleague's 
ideal  was  the  ideal  at  which  every  trout  fisher 
ought  to  aim.  Sometimes  a  want  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  conditions  of  angling  produced  a  wholly 
imnecessary  fi-iction  between  the  owners  of  waters 
and  those  who  desired  to  angle  in  them,  and  some- 
times tlie  ethics  of  an  angling  river  presented  very 
great  difficulties  to  the  student  of  philosophy.  He 
could  think  of  one  case  in  his  own  experience  of  a 
short  river  of  about  a  mile  which  used  to  be  a  very 
good  trout  stream  and  was  now  hardly  worth 
fishing.  He  was  the  owner  of  that  stream.  It 
happened  to  lie  alongside  the  railway,  and  its 
tempting  pools  were  visible  to  all  who  passed,  and 
applications  from  would-be  anglers  to  angle  in 
these  waters  were  munerous.  The  proprietor  had 
the  choice  of  preserving  it  and  having  good 
angling  for  a  few,  or  of  giving  permission 
to  those  who  wished  to  angle  and  of  finding 
the  fishing  worth  nothing  at  the  end  of  a  few 
years;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  he  chose  the 
latter  course.  It  was  a  very  good'  thing  that  men 
should  be  banded  as  anglers  in  a  society  like  this, 


with  a  view  to  realise  that  there  was  some  advantagj 
in  strict  preservation  as  well  as  in  free  angling, 
He  was  glad  that  the  need  of  legislation  on  tht 
subject  was  to  be  supported  by  a  resolution,  which, 
he  hoped,  would  bring  the  Government  to  their 
senses,  strike  terror  into  the  stony  heart  even  of 
Lord  Salisbury,  and  cause  the  Government  to  fall 
upon  the  question  of  a  close  time  for  trout. 
(Laughter.)  Professor  Glaister  spoke  of  the  valua 
of  such  associations,  urged  the  importance  of  the 
restocking  of  streams,  and  described  the  step3 
taken  in  different  parts  of  the  country  for  the  pre-' 
vention  of  the  pollution  of  rivers,  streams  and' 
lochs.  He  concluded  by  moving  a  resolution— 
respectfully  impressing  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  immediate  legislation  on  the  question 
of  a  close  time  for  yellow  fish,  and  urging  the  re- 
introduction  of  the  Bill  of  1899.  Mr.  J.  G.  A. 
Baird,  M.P.,  in  seconding,  said  he  heartily  approved 
the  principle  of  the  resolution,  but  lie  did  not 
think,  with  the  important  questions  likely  to  occupy 
the  attentioti  of  the  Government,  that  they  could 
reasonably  expect  them  to  pay  much  attention  to 
a  question  affecting  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
population.  The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  send  copies  to  Lord  Salisbury,  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and 
the  other  Members  of  Parliament  for  Scotland.—' 
Glasgow  Herald,  Dec.  21,  1900.  y 


Copy  of  Resolution. 
That  this  meeting  of  Members  of  the  Scottish  Trout 
Anglers'  Association  (Glasgow  District  and  others) 
desires  respectfully  to  impress  upon  Hor  Majesty's 
Government  the  necessity  of  immediate  legislation  on 
the  question  of  a  close  time  for  yellow  trout,  and  to 
urge  the  re-introduotion  of  the  Bill  of  1899,  and  that 
copies  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  the  Lord 
Advocate,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  the  Members  of 
Parliament  for  Scotland. 


THE  SLAUGHTEE  OF  THE 
INNOCENTS. 


We  could  just  see  each  other's  faces.  Daylight 
was  making  itself  felt  rather  than  seen.  The  clouds 
of  white  mist  could  be  seen  rolling  up  the  river  like 
ghostly  apparitions  of  departed  winter  fogs.  About 
the  land  and  water  there  was  that  wonderful  still- 
ness that  pervades  nature  immediately  before  the 
break  of  day.  Not  a  splash  or  ripple  disturbed  the 
placid  calm  of  the  flowing  river ;  the  drowsy  hum  of 
the  gnats  had  long  since  dwindled  away  in  the 
fi'iendly  reed  beds ;  the  nocturnal  birds  had  sung 
their  midnight  songs  (which,  with  the  exception  of 
the  nightingale,  seemed  to  be  pitched  in  a  par- 
ticularly mournful  key),  and  all  nature  seemed 
at  rest. 

Our  yacht  was  moored  on  the  River  Bure,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  dyke  leading  to  one  of  those  broads 
that  are  now  but  little  fished,  owing  to  the  pro- 
prietor so  strictly  preserving  the  water-fowl.  It 
was  in  the  middle  of  July,  the  weather  was  gloiious, 
and  my  brother  and  I  had  been  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  permission  to  fish  this  particular  broad' 
dming  our  holiday  in  Norfolk.  Our  little  yacht  lay 
snugly  tucked  away  under  the  trees  at  the  corner 
of  the  dyke  where  it  joins  the  river,  and  our  wants 
were  looked  after  by  one  of  the  queerest  "  fresh- 
water salts  "  that  ever  sailed  the  Norfolk  waters. 
Among  his  fraternity  I  believe  he  was  kno%yn  as 
"  Old  Mate,"  and  so  thoroughly  had  that  cognomen 
attached  itself  to  him  that  I  doubt  if  ever  he 
remembered  his  baptismal  name.  But  he  really 
was  a  queer  old  stick — everybody  knew  him  and 
he  knew  everybody.  We  would  not  have  parted 
with  our  old  man  for  a  small  fortime.  He  could 
sail  a  boat,  skin  and  stew  an  eel,  boil  potatoes,  or 
sew  on  a  button  with  any  man  in  Norfolk,  but  he 
did  not  like  quanting. 

AVe  had  routed  out  the  game-keeper  the  evening 
before,  and  had  obtained  from  him  information  as 
to  the  best  parts  of  the  broad  to  fish,  had  baited 
with  a  ground  bait,  the  mixture  of  which  was  only 
known  to  our  two  selves,  and  had  made  ready  for 
the  fray.  The  keeper  told  us  that  the  water  had 
only  been  fished  once  or  twice  during  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  at  which  our  hearts  rejoiced  ex- 
ceedingly, for  we  had  made  up  our  minds  to  a  long 
summer's  day  of  great  slaughter — a  day  to  be 
remembered  with  longing  during  the  winter  months 
to  come. 
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"  Come  on,  old  man,"  I  said,  "  we  ought  to  be 
on  the.>ipot  with  wet  Hues  by  now  ;  it  is  half -past 
two.  And  you,  Mate,  dou't  forget  to  bring  us 
some  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock,  we  shall  want  it 
hadly  by  then."  We  had  not  gone  far  before  we 
knew  Mate  was  tucked  up  again  in  his  bunk — 
sound  travels  a  long  way  on  the  water,  especially 
snoring.  On  the  way  up  the  dyke  we  passed  two 
men  from  Norwich  who  had  passed  the  night  in  a 
punt  laying  lines  for  eels.  "How  many?"  we 
inquu-ed.  "None!"  in  sepulchral  tones  through 
the  filmy  mist.  Phew !  tliat  augured  badly  for 
our  great  day  of  slaughter ;  but  A\  e  consoled  our- 
selves with  the  reflection  that  eels  -were  such  an 
unknown  quantity,  especially  ui  the  summer  time. 
We  rowed  half  way  across  the  broad,  shot  the 
stakes  within  a  foot,  and  hitched  up  the  punt 
without  makmg  scarcely  a  ripple.  Not  a  sound 
could  be  heard  on  the  broad  ;  we  were  absolutely 
quiet,  and  it  was  not  long  before  we  were  ready  for 
the  fight.    We  hail  fitted  up  om-  tackle  for  bream. 

S         had  float  tackle,  I  had  the  same,  and  a  leger 

out  as  well.  We  had  plumbed  the  niglit  before 
and  .found  nine  feet  of  -water.  There  was  an 
assortment  of  baits  in  the  punt,  but  we  relied 
chiefly  on  a  lot  of  verj'  large  black  lobs,  which  we 
had  obtained  the  pre^'ious  day  from  a  marsh^•  piece 
of  land  overgrown  -with  nettles.  Mate  helped  to 
get  those  worms,  and  at  times,  when  he  was  stung 
by  the  nettles,  he  used  words  in  the  Norfolk 
vernacular  uulsnown  to  us.  We  threw  om-  lines  in 
the  water  together,  both  baited  with  the  tail  end 
of  these  same  huge  lobs.  Before  mine  could  have 
reached  the  bottom  the  float  went  oft'  at  a  tangent. 
Thinking  it  was  a  bream  I  did  not  strike  imme- 
diately, but  as  the  float  gradually'  disappeared  I 
sent  the  steel  home,  and,  to  my  surprise,  found  I 
was  playing  a  rudd  of   aldermanic  proportions. 

The  fish  fought  gallantly,  and  S          was  coming 

to  the  rescue  with  the  landing-net,  ^\-heu  away 
went  his  porcupine  ^vith  a  rim.  He  found  he  also 
was  in  a  very  fine  rudd,  and  after  a  series  of 
manipulations  with  the  landing-net  in  turns  the 
fish  were  safely  consigned  to  the  Iceep-net.  They 
were  each  just  under  21b.,  but  we  were  imable  to 
preserve  them,  as  will  be  explained  later.  The 
colours  of  the  fish  were  beautiful,  the  deep  goldish 
green  of  the  back  and  the  flaming  red  fins  making 
the  fish  appear  very  handsome  and  a  picture  fit 
only  for  honest  men  such  as  anglers  to  gaze  upon. 
Curious  to  relate,  ^^'e  never  took  another  rudd  all 
day,  and  I  can  only  explain  this  by  supposing  that 
a  shoal  of  the  fish  was  passing  this  part  of  the 
broad  when  we  happened  to  throw  in,  and  a  brace 
very  obligingly  took  our  tempting  lobs. 

For  the  next  half-hour  we  were  idle,  and  we 
wondered  if  we  were  going  to  find  the  bream  at 
home.  Then  suddenly  the  water  boiled  close  up 
to  the  boat  ;  in  twenty  other  spots  right  in  front  of 
us  the  A\ater  swirled,  and  then  the  whole  broad 
seemed  alive  with  "priming"  bream.  We  knew 
then  that  if  they  were  on  the  feed  we  were  in  for  a 
great  day,  and  we  were  not  kept  long  in  suspense. 
A  "knock"  on  my  leger  was  the  first  intimation 
we  received  that  they  had  commenced  their  early 
morning  meal,  and  as  the  sun  started  ahoye  the 
iorizon  we  started  to  work  in  a  *ay  that  neither  of 
us  will  forget  for  many  a  long  day.  It  pro\-ed  to 
be  a  double  knock,  for  when  I  managed  to  get  the 
fish  to  the  surface  I  found  a  splendid  fish  on  each 
hook.  Unfortunately,  in  spite  of  the  tenderest 
solicitations  on  my  part,  I  ^\-as  unable  to  land 
either  fisli,  both  taking  it  into  their  misguided 
heads  to  tra^-el  in  opposite  directions  at  the  critical 
moment  of  landing.  Result  :  Two  good  fish  gone 
(of  course,  the  finest  of  the  day!),  two  hooks,  and 
two  adjectives.  My  float  had  long  since  disap- 
peared, and  when  I  had  time  to  devote  my  atten- 
tion to  this  rod  I  found  I  -was  in  commuiiication 
with  a  fine  bream  which,  after  a  battle  i-oyal, 
ended  in  a  44lb.  fish  being  transferred  to  the  keep- 
net.    S  had  been  engaged  too  busily  to  spare 

any  time  to  watch  my  operations,  but  an  occa- 
sional griuit  of  satisfaction  and  the  flop  of  a 
weighty  body  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  spoke 
volumes.  Another  knock  on  the  leger,  and  I  found 
an  abomination  in  the  shape  of  an  eel  had  gorged 
the  bottom  bait  and  a  white  bream  the  top.  The 
contortions  of  that  eel  were  truly  frightful,  the 
manner  it  tied  the  leger  in  ever^-  mesli  of  the 
landing  net  was  a  holy  terror,  and  'its  sudden  dis- 
appeai-ance  through  the  net  under  tlie  boards  of 
the  punt  both  mam-ellous  and  mysterious.  After 
that  I  only  kept  one  hook  on  the  leger.  P'or  an 
hour  or  two,  however,  the  fun  was  too  fm-ious  to 


allow  of  more  than  one  rod  apiece  with  comfort. 
We  only  had  a  wait  of  a  few  minutes,  the  float 
would  be  laid  flat  on  the  surface,  and  then  slowly 
begin  to  disappear  into  the  depths.  Up  till  nine 
o'clock  we  had  been  too  busily  engaged  to  think  of 
ourselves.  We  had  twice  emptied  the  llttge  keep- 
net  full  of  fish  into  the  bottom  of  the  punt,  and 
the  fish  were  still  feeding.  We  began  to  think 
affectionately  of  Mate  and  breakfast,  and  soon 
after  saw  him  coming  across  the  broad  in  the 
"  jolly."  It  was  a  blazing  hot  day,  and  drink  was 
what  we  craved  after  ;  it  did  not  take  us  long  to 
dispose  of  a  huge  jug  of  hot  coft'ee— after  that  we 
could  eat.  Mate  made  use  of  some  forcible 
expressions  when  he  saw  our  glittering  spoils  in 
the  bottom  of  the  punt,  but  we  soon  cleared  him 
off'  and  started  woi-k  again.  The  bream  had 
now  gone  oft'  the  feed  considerably,  just  a 
fish  now  and  again,  but  in  the  i^laee  of 
bream  we  were  catching  some  very  nice  perch, 
a  good  many  running  about  |lb.,  roach,  dace 
and  eels.  But  the  heat  !  The  middle  of  July,  the 
middle  of  the  day,  tlie  middle  of  a  Norfolk  broad, 
not  a  cloud  in  sight  and  tropical  heat.  We  might 
have  been  on  the  Victoria  Nyanza.    There  was  not 

the  slightest  breath  of  air,  and  S  said  he  felt 

like  giving  up  the  ghost.  The  sun  blistered  the 
rods  and  the  rods  blistered  our  hands.  At  one 
o'clock  we  had  to  lay  do\\  n  in  the  boat  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  pervading  odour  of  fish  and  the  feeling 
of  being  slo\\-ly  grilled  did  not  add  to  our  comfort. 
At  two  o'clock  the  fis]i  came  on  the  feed  again  with 
a  rush,  and  all  discomforts  were  at  once  forgotten. 
For  the  next  few  hours  we  were  at  it  again  as  fast 
as  we  could  go,  bream  after  bream  being  added  to 
the  already  huge  pile  of  fisli.  Then  a  serious  thing 
happened ;  we  found  our  stock  of  lobs  would  only 
last  a  short  time.  We  husbanded  tlrem  as  care- 
fully as  possible,  but  the  last  one  was  gone  at 
seven  o'clock,  and  we  had  to  rmtie  the  punt  and 
leave  the  bream  still  on  the  feed — a  circumstance 
that  nearly  broke  our  hearts.  Howe^-er,  we  had 
been  at  it  nearly  17  hours  by  the  time  we  had 
readied  the  yacht,  and.  needless  to  observe,  it  did 
not  take  us  long  to  pay  every  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  excellent  dinner  Old  Mate  had  prepared.  After 
diimer  we  got  into  the  dingey,  hitched  it  on  to  the 
punt,  and  rowed,  with  many  devious  twistings  and 
turnings,  to  the  little  red  village,  which  geographic- 
allj-  seemed  to  be  placed  nowhere.  There  the  fish 
were  weighed.  2421b. — bream  (carp  and  silver), 
roach,  dace,  perch,  eels,  and  a  brace  of  rudd.  The 
natives  said  it  was  the  best  catch  for  years.  But, 
alas,  those  rudd.  Owing  to  being  caught  early  in 
the  day,  and  being  under  the  crushing  weight  of 
the  other  fish,  they  were  gone  past  liopes  of  pre- 
servation. We  are  thankfid  to  think  that  not  a  fish 
of  our  great  catch  was  wasted.  The  uati\-es  were 
all  keen  on  having  some — fresh-water  fish  being  a 
favourite  article  of  diet  with  them. 

A  noticeable  point  about  the  bream  we  caught  in 
this  broad  was  the  spotted  pectoral  fins.  The 
brace  I  have  mounted  as  a  memento  of  a  great  day 
show  this  characteristic  in  a  marked  degree,  the 
fins  being  covered  with  small  black  spots. 

We  had  a  lovely  row  back  to  the  yacht  in  the 
soft  amber  twiliglit,  the  stars  shedding  their 
diaphanoits  rays  o\ei-  a  scene  that  will  live  long  in 
our  memories,  help  to  brighten  the  gloomy  months 
of  winter,  and  make  us  long  to  again  revisit  this 
anglers'  paradise. 

But— we  had  only  one  thought  as  we  turned  in 
our  bimks  that  night — we  had  left  those  bream 
madly  on  the  feed.  Which  proves  that  anglers  are 
insatiable.  A.  Langley  Simmons. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  2,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  H.  Edwards  in  the  chair,  the  hen. 
seo.  read  reiiorts  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal 
and  Southend.  ,  The  following  experiences  were 
then  given  by  members.  Mr.  John  Handley, 
fishing  at  Great  Yarmouth  a  fortnight  ago,  had 
but  poor  sport,  only  one  score  dabs  and  small 
whiting  and  no  cod,  which  was  attributed  to  the  use 
of  large  quantities  of  chemicals  by  the  sanitary  autho- 
rities of  Great  Y'armouth  as  disinfectants.  Mr.  R.  C. 
Graham,  fishing  at  Southend  on  Dec.  25,  took  three 
good  dabs,  from  |lb.  to  jib.  each  ;  on  the  26th,  some 
good  flounders,  smallest  fib.  Mr.  Edwards,  at  Deal, 
on  Dec.  23,  had  fair  sport,  fom'  to  five  score  fish,  but 
no  codling ;  on  the  2-lth,  good  sport,  eight  to  nine 


score  whiting  and  two  cod,  of  18Jlb.  and  lUlb.  each  ; 
on  the  2Gnd  poor  sport,  only  a  few  whiting,  but  hooked 
and  lost  a  large  lobster.  The  hon.  secretary,  fishing 
with  Mr.  Hart,  on  Doc.  22,  took  four  score  whiting 
and  pouting  ;  on  the  2.3rd,  with  Mr.  Evans,  had  ex- 
cellent sport,  taking  twenty-four  cod,  two  best  71b. 
and  smallest  21b.  ;  also  two  and  a  half  score  whiting 
and  pouting.  Mr.  Neville  Davis,  fishing  at  Deal,  had 
but  fair  sport,  taking  only  two  small  codling  among 
other  fish.  Mr.  Minchin  showed  a  very  fine  specimen 
of  a  bullhead  taken  at  Deal. 

An  interesting  discussion  took  place  upon  the  rottinjf 
of  Ozokerite  dressed  lines.  Mr.  John  Handley  handed 
the  Chairman  some  interesting  press  cuttings  regarding 
the  objection  lodged  by  shrimp  trawlers  in  the  Wash 
to  the  formation  of  mussel  beds,  and  also  gave  some 
interesting  reminiscences  of  the  catching  of  flounders 
in  those  parts  some  years  ago. 

The  Hon.  Sec.  made  the  sad  announcement  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston-Gardner,  one  of  the 
Society's  most  esteemed  members  and  energetic  com- 
mittee men,  and  a  sincere  vote  of  condolence  to  Mrs. 
Preston-Gardner  was  carried  unanimously.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chair  and  usual  toast  to  the 
Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  Pattenson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  was  held  last  Tues- 
day evening  at  the  Societv's  new  head-quarters,  the 
Bristol  Room  at  the  ]\ranchester  Hotel,  though  there 
was  but  a  moderate  attendance  of  members,  due  per- 
haps to  the  Xmas  festivities  being  prolonged.  However 
next  Tuesday  week,  the  loth,  will  be  the  really 
inaugural  meeting,  when  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  will  read  a 
paper  on  "  Casting  from  the  Reel,"  with  illustration 
of  different  styles.  Mr.  -James  Tayler  follows  the 
Tuesday  after,  viz.,  the  22nd,  with  a  paper  on  "  Fly 
Casting,"  also  with  practical  illustrations.  Both  these 
fixtures  should  be  made  a  note  of  and  no  account  be 
missed.  The  following  accounts  of  recent  fishing  were 
handed  in.  Mr.  F.  L.  Borthwick  and  party  had  seven 
score  whiting  and  pouting  from  Deal,  same  party  ten 
score  the  following  day ;  two  further  days'  fishing  from 
the  x^ier  only  provided  a  score  or  so,  though  one  anstler 
from  the  pier  I  miderstand  captured  a  cod  of  111b. 
Mr.  Raison,  69  whiting,  also  from  Deal.  Mr.  Gray 
captured  .3  chub,  weisfhing  71b.  Till'.  Gill,  2  pike  from 
the  Lea,  largest  7Jlb.  Mr.  Zerfass  an  unsuccessful 
time  in  Lincolnshire  amongst  the  pike,  but  got  a  few 
nice  roach  up  to  lib.  IMr.  Hicks  had  a  couple  of  days' 
roach  fishing  at  Kelvedon,  taking  a  number  of  roach. 
Mr.  Woodruff,  10  roach  weighing  5flb.  Mr.  Scott 
captured  a  small  pike  on  Boxing  Day,  6  good  roach  on 
Saturday,  and  a  perch  weighing  2ib.  4oz.,  which  is 
likely  to  secure  a  silver  medal.  One  gentleman  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Ladell  presented 
the  skeleton  of  head  of  a  2f  3wt.  shark  to  the  museum. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Jlr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  who  presided, 
closed  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G., 
meeting.  J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 


EDEN  FISHERY  BOARD 

Sevebal  important  alterations  in  the  charges  for 
both  rod  and  net  licences  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  Eden  Fishery  Board  took  place  at  Carlisle  on 
Saturday  last.  The  Board,  with  Sir  Mnsgrave  Brisco 
in  the  chair,  confirmed  the  resolution  passed  at  a 
prior  meeting  increasing  the  charges  for  nets  in  the 
river  Eden.  The  Board  objected  to  coops  and  nets  in 
fresh  water,  such  as  were  used  at  Warwick  Hall  and 
Armthwaite  Castle.  Application  was  made  by  Mr.  C. 
Liddell  of  Warwick  Hall  for  a  general  licence.  The  new 
resolution  of  the  Board  fixed  the  charge  for  it  at  £28. 
Mr.  Liddell  offered  £32  ;  after  some  discussion  his  offer 
was  accepted.  Mrs.  Hills  of  Corby  Castle  offered  £'20 
for  a  general  licence  ;  the  Board's  new  fee  was  £25  10s. 
The  question  of  principle  was  raised.  Chancellor 
Prescott  remarking  "  that  if  he  had  2^  miles  of  water 
the  Board  ought  to  grant  him  a  general  licence  for  two 
guineas."  It  was  decided  to  accept  Mrs.  Hills'  offer, 
also  to  increase  the  charge  of  trout  rod  licences  from 
2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  It  was  estimated  that  the  extra 
shilling  would  add  £60  to  the  revenue ;  this,  the 
secretary  said,  would  meet  the  deficiency  caused  by 
stopping  the  whemmle  (overthrow)  nets  in  the  Solway. 
Mr.  John  Holmes  proposed  to  reduce  the  clerk's  salary 
from  £80  to  £10  per  annum,  but  the  motion  was 
defeated  by  12  votes  to  4.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 

John  E.  Milleb, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


OKIENTAI,  Books  formerly  iisiifil  liy  W.  H.  Alien  ami  Cn.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  ilarstou  and  Co.,  Limited.  St. 
Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 
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SUTTONS'  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


_  The  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  and  Prize  Distribu- 
tion of  tlie  above  association  on  Friday  Dec.  21  was  a 
red-letter  day  amongst  fishermen  at  the  Roval  Seed 
Establishment,  when  a  score  of  anglers  met  in  the 
Firm's  Reading  Room  to  receive  the  reward  of  merit. 
Under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Martin  H.  F. 
Sutton,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  the  usual  business 
was  transacted  with  celerity  and  despatch.  The 
balance  sheet,  with  a  handsome  credit  item  of  £15 
from  the  Firm  (£4  10s.  in  excess  of  last  year),  proved 
a  sufficient  g-uarantee  of  the  club's  solvencv,  at  the 
same  time  bearing  eloquent  testimony  to  the  interest 
shown  by  Messrs.  Sutton  and  Sons  in  angling.  That 
their  generosity  is  duly  appreciated  will  be  very 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  57  entries,  731b.  were 
made,  an  excess  of  13  entries,  181b.  (specimen  fish), 
over  last  season's  record,  necessitating  the  unusually 
large  debit  of  £22  odd  for  prizes  as  against  £18  in 
1899,  membership  numbering  74.  This  gratifying 
document  disposed  of,  the  various  oflicers  were'  re° 
elected,  the  "Founder  of  the  Firm"  still  acting  with 
his  sons  as  President  and  Vice-Presidents  respectively 
—the  old  committee  (with  the  substitution  of  :\Ir.  H. 
Belcher  for  Mr.  Tomkins,  a  retiring  member),  toi>ether 
with  the  Hon.  Sec.  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  R.  Bowsher, 
being  again  inducted  into  office  "  willv  nillv,"  and,  as 
no  proposition  was  forthcoming  in  regard  to  the  rules 
or  prize  list,  which  were  considered  perfect,  apparently 
the  chairman  was  free  to  devote  all  his  energies  to  tlie 
dispensing  of  the  formidable  array  of  prizes,  both 
prize  and  prize-winner  affording  considerable  scope 
for  witticism  and  good-humoured  banter,  of  which 
Mr.  Sutton  was  not  slow  to  take  advantage.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  annual  dispensation  Mr.  Farmer 
moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr  Sutton  for 
presiding  and  to  the  Messrs.  Sutton  for  their  great 
interest  in  the  association,  which  was  carried  with 
acclamation.  Mr.  Sutton  in  reply  assured  the  meetin<^ 
that  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  himself  and  partners  to 
further  sport,  and  angling  in  particular.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  prize-winners  ; 

W.  T.  Bartholomew— 1st  trout  (41b.  2oz  )  21.s  •  1st 
pike  (61b.),  21.S.  ;  1st  pike  (Woolhampton)  10.'^  • 
1st  perch  (lib.  lloz.),  15s.  ;  1st  chub  (31b.),  16s  •  1st 
roach  (lib.  5oz.),  15s.— £4  17s. 

S.  Warrilow— 3rd  roach  (lib.  3oz.),  10s. ;  2nd  roach 
(gross  40^1b.),  12s.  Gd. ;  two  "  firsts  "  and  one  "  third  " 
matches,  23s. ;  3rd  eel,  5s.— £2  10s.  6d. 

H.  Belcher— 3rd  chub,  10s.  ;  4th  roach  (lib.  2|oz  ) 
"second"  matches,  25s.-- 

±2  2s.  6a. 

W  R.  Smith— 2nd  perch  (lib.  4oz.),  12s.  6d.  ■  5th 
roach  (lib.  2oz.),  6s. ;  4th  roach  (gross),  7s.  6d  ■ 
matches,  8s. — £1  14s.  ' ' 

W.  H.  Stacey— 7th  roach  (lib.),  3s.  6d.  ;  3rd  roach, 
gross  weight  (351b.),  10s.  ;  2nd  match,  5s.  ;  1st  chub 
(Woolhampton),  10s.— £1  8s.  6d. 

R  Bowsher— 2nd  pike,  16s. ;  2ud  match,  6s. ;  4th 
chub,  7s.  6d.—£l  7s.  6d. 

^ouk^°?r'7',^''*^o^°''°^  ^°^-)'  126-  Gd.  ;  2nd  chub 
(2§ib.),  12s.  6d. — £1  5s. 

W  W.  Albury— 1st  gross  weight  roach  (half- 
hundred- weight),  15s. ;  1st  match,  10s.— £1  5s 

J.  Sadler— 1st  eel  (31b.  2oz.),  10s.  ;  5th  chub,  6s  — 
16s. 

H.  Goodall— 1st  perch  (juniors'),  7s.  Gd. ;  3rd  roach 
(juniors'),  3s.  Gd.  ;  3rd  match,  3s  —14s 

n^-  lu"^^' V^.""!  ''''^  '2^^-  l-^"^-)'  6fZ. ;  2nd  pike 
(Woolhampton),  5s.— 12s.  Gd. 

"^'i^/j^l  Wi'^ks- 1st  roach  (juniors'),  7s.  6d.;  2nd 
perch  (ditto),  5s.— 12s.  Gd. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Plumer— 2nd  chuh  (Woolhampton),  5s.- 
2nd  match,  5s. — 10s.  i  . 

A.  Knight— 3rd  perch  (15ioz.),  10s. 

W  H.  Chalk— 5th  gross  weight  roach,  5s.;  3rd 
match,  3s. — 8s. 

H.  Church— 4th  perch,  7s.  Gd. 

C.  Goseltine— Matches,  6s. 
R.  Bryant— 5th  perch,  6s. 

is^d^ii^f^^d:"" 

D.  Cooper— 6th  roach  (lib.  loz.),  4s.  Gd. 

G.  BOWSHEB. 


AREIVALS  OF  SALMON  AT 
BILLINGSGATE. 


{To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.) 
Deab  Sib  --In  case  it  may  interest  you  I  append  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  boxes  of  the  various  kinds 
of  salmon  delivered  at  Billingsgate  during  the  past 
year.-Yours  faithfully,  j.  Wbench  Towse 

Dishmougers' Hajl,  London,  B  C 
Jan.  2,  1901. 

Number  of  boxes^of  salmon  delivered  at  Billingsgate 
during  the  year  1900  --English,  1469  ;  Scotch,  15,151  • 

n    •\%'™^^'.  F'  ^^■'^^'=1^'  26;  Norwegian 
1645'  Danish,  7  ;  Dutch,  166;  Canadian,  107;  totai 
/y.    Boxes  of  salmon  contain  on  the  average  1  c  wt. 


OHRISTCHUECH  FISHING. 


(To  the  Editor  of  the  Pishing  Gazette.) 
Dear  Sie,— There  is  an  article  in  last  week's  issue 
that  makes. me  blush  since  it  suggests  that,  unlike  all 
other  anglers,  I  am  inaccurate  as  to  tlie  size  of  the 
fish  that  I  catch.  I  am  the  unhappy  Mr.  Spence 
referred  to  in  an  article  called  "  Two  Days'  Fishing 
at  Christchurch,"  in  which  it  is  stated,"  or  rather 
suggested,  that  I  averred  that  I  had  caught  "  pike 
up  to  201b.  and  chub  up  to  71b.  in  days  gone  by." 
First,  I  protest  against  "  the  days  gone"  by,"  which 
gives  the  idea  that  my  exploits  are  antique,  whilst  as 
a  matter  of  fact  my  earliest  fishing  at  Christchurch 
took  place  within  the  last  six  years.  Secondly,  I 
never  said  that  I  had  caught  a"  71b.  chub,  though 
Preston,  the  fisherman,  believes  that  I  caught  one  of 
7f lb. ;  but  my  view  is  that  it  was  6flb.,  and  lately  in 
this  paper  I  gave  details  as  to  its  dimensions.  Thirdly, 
I  never  told  these  gentlemen  I  had  caught  a  201b. 
pike.  No  doubt  I  am  a  liar,  but  I  am  scrupulous  on 
the  point  of  not  telling  lies  that  can  be  promptly  dis- 
credited, and  at  the  hotel  any  such  statement  could 
have  been  disproved.  I  have  not  caught  any  jack  over 
51b.  in  the  Hotel  waters,  though  mv  better-half  and 
better  angler  has  caught  one  of  121b.',  another  of  91b., 
and  so  on.  At  sornt'  time  since  the  Crimean  War,  a 
very  much  bigger  tish  than  these— in  fact,  I  believe,  a 
twenty-four-pounder — has  been  caught,  but  during  my 
acquaintance  with  the  water  my  wife's  jack  was  as  big 
as  any  of  which  I  have  seen,  though  I  am  told  that 
others  of  greater  size  have  been  taken.  Fourthly,  I 
should  like  to  say  that  the  coarse  tackle  which  horri- 
fied, very  properly,  the  writer  of  the  article,  was  none 
of  mine,  for  I  always  take  off  my  tackle  in  order  to 
dry  my  lines,  and  my  biggest  chub  was  caught  on 
what  the  tackle  makers  call  the  "  finest  undrawn," 
whilst  I  use  gossamer  for  roach.  In  conclusion,  I 
should  say  that  the  Christchurch  Hotel  water  has 
given  me  some  splendid  days  of  coarse  fishing,  and 
that  Mr.  Whaley,  proprietor  of  the  King's  Arms,  is  a 
real  sportsman  and  truly  sympathetic  with  all  those 
who  seek  the  big  chub,  roach,  and  dace  that  abound 
in  his  waters,  to  say  nothing  of  the  pike. — Yours 
ti''^y.  Edward  F.  Spence. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 


Contributors,  River  Reporters,  Club  Secretaries, 
and  Correspondents  are  requested  to  post  so  as  to 
arrive  NOT  LATER  THAN  FIVE  O'CLOCK 
on  Thursdays  at  St.  Dunstan's  House.  On  Friday 
next,  Jan.  12,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  pub- 
lished at  TWO  O'CLOCK  at  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY'S 
BOJflNG  DAY  OUTING. 


By  One  Who  was  at  Work  Instead  op  Play. 

The  members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
annually  hold  a  pike  competition  on  Boxing  Day.  The 
one  just  held  was  rather  better  than  usual,  for  the 
two  prizes  offered  were  captured.  Twelve  members, 
Messrs.  A.  Drinkwater,  J.  R.  Richardson,  F.  Arthur, 
W.  Parker,  F.  Littlewood,  J.  Smith,  W.  V.  Dempsey, 
A.  J.  Emms,  C.  H.  G.  Lowe,  P.  Levy,  and  Pat  Collins 
competed.  They  were  driven  in  a  brake  to  the  private 
water  rented  by  the  society  at  Cobham. 

There  were  a  few  "  breaks"  on  the  way,  the  principal 
one  being  at  the  "  Bear  "  at  Esher.  The  "  bruin  "  of 
the  whisky  and  milk  at  the  "  Bear  "  wjis  excellent, 
at  least  so  I'm  told.  But  the  roads  being  in  a  fearfully 
quaggy  condition  it  was  necessary  that  the  competitors 
should  take  a  little  reviver.  Motor-car  travelling  was 
not  in  it.  After  the  "Bear"  was  left  behind  the 
"  Royal  Oak  "  was  reached,  and  here  it  was  necessary 
to  alight  in  order  to  ask  the  way  to  Cobham.  Good  ! 
The  river  Mole  -was  found  to  be  muddy.  It  is  not  a 
chalk  stream.  After  meandering  through  meadows 
the  competitors  found  certain  spots  where  the  pater- 
noster was  brought  into  use.  The  grass  was  wet  with 
26  days'  dew,  the  banks  were  sodden  with  a  charming 
moisture  which  indicates  a  plenteous  supply  of  soft 
rain,  which  we  are  told  makes  the  "  flower  bloom  in  the 
spring,"  &c.  Above,  the  sun  shone  forth  brilliantly, 
the  only  time  it  has  done  so  since  last  summer. 
Suddenly,  to  rouse  the  angler  from  the  reverie,  a  IJlb. 
pike  was  seen  flying  through  the  air.  "  What  ho  1  " 
cries  the  startled  one.  "  I  see  a  fish — who's  caught  it  ?  " 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  had  with  his .  powerful  arm 
yanked  the  noble  1^  pounder  out  of  the  nuid  mystery 
of  the  Mole.  After  lunch  Pat  Collins  landed '  three 
fish  up  to  21b.  Sport  liieing  "off,"  the  competitors 
gradually  dispersed  over  three  miles  of  the  river,  fishing 
here  and  there  as  the  "  piscatorial  squinter"  indicated 
the  probabilities  of  the  presence  of  Esox. 


The  glowing  sun  dropped  down  behind  the  windmill 
with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye,  and  was  seen  no 
more.  The  water-wheel  turned,  as  usual,  in  time  to, 
the  music  of  the  weir.  Exactly  at  ten  to  four  by 
Levy's  chronograph,  the  compan'y  at  the  top  end  of 
the  water  prepared  to  return  to  the  "  Royal  Oak."  Mr. 
A.  Drinkwater  dropped  his  "pater"  into  the  riv6r,i 
packed  up  his  spare  tackle  and  landing  net,  when  his! 
winch  "  screeched  "  as  only  winches  can.  A  monster 
fish  was  hooked.  But  no  net  or  gaff  was  handy.  Mr, 
F.  Littlewood,  tliinking  that  his  position  as  Hon.  Sec. 
and  as  organiser  of  the  competition  would  bo  for  ever  . 
doomed  if  the  big  fisli  was  lost,  dashed  off  at  headlong 
speed  for  a  gaff.  Ditches  and  hedges  flew  past  him  as' 
he  .sped  al'.no  at  least,  so  it  seemed.  Then  he 
returned  vK  tnriMus.  The  gaff  to  the  rescue.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  slide  down  the  greasy  clay  bank,  but  it 
required  ingenuity  to  get  a  foothold  "when  the  descent 
had  been  accomplished.  Slowly  but  surely  Mr.  Drink- 
water plays  the  fish  near  the  bank.  It  is  safely  landed 
by  a  mighty  effort  of  tlie  Hon.  Secretary,  and  turns' 
the  scale  at  lOJlb.,  a  grand  fish  indeed.  The  party, 
then  pack  up  and  wend  their  \vay  to  the  lower  end  of- 
the  water  on  a  straight  line  for  the  "  Royal  Oak."  In' 
the  dusky  distance,  however,  their  a,ttention  was 
arrested  by  a  figure  clad  in  Norfolk  clothes.  On 
approaching  nearer,  it  was  noticed  that  the  features  of 
the  angler  were  mysterious  and  enchanting,  almost  an 
expression  of  invitation  to'  advance.  The  anglers 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  found  that  the  mysterious 
figure  was  none  other  than  their  long-missed  com- 
petitor, Mr.  C.  H.  C.  Lowe.  Why  he  had  been  lying 
so  low  (forgive  this,  can't  help  it)  no  one  knew.  As 
they  advanced  he  stretched  forth  one  liaii<l.  pi.inting 
to  the  ground,  and  at  the  same  time  tluvw  back  his 
head  as  the  Roman  victors  did  in  ages  past.  "  What's' 
this?"  cried  the  Hon.  Secretary.  "A  fish,"  says 
Lowe.  And  a  goodly  one,  too,  for'  it  scaled  111b.,  thus 
giving  the  captor  the  first  prize.  It  was  not  surprising 
that  on  arrival  at  the  "  Royal  Oak  "  that  Messrs.  Lowe 
and  Drinkwater  treated  the  company  to  a  champagne 
lunch.  Really,  I  believe,  they  would  have  treated  the 
other  competitors  to  anything  they  wished  for. 

On  arrival  home,  Mrs.  Drinkwater  thought  the^ 
handsome  lO^lb.  Mole  pike  should  be  immortalised,  so 
^li  .  .1.  l;.  Richardson  has  the  fish  to  make  beautiful 
for  ever,  Mr.  Lowe's  fish  was  presented  to  Mrs. 
Parker,  who,  being  more  fond  of  salmon  with  shrimp 
sauce,  told  Willie  to  clear  out  with  the  pike.  It  took 
him  five  hours  to  persuade  his  next-door  neighbour  to 
try  pike  soused  with  pints  of  port  wine,  d  la  Izaak 
Walton  ;  and  so  ended  the  K.P.S.  beano.— J'row  T.  A.  N. 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  CHRISTMAS 
N  UMBER  OF  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


That  our  good  Editor  provides  liberally  for  his  readers 
on  these  occasions  goes  without  saying,  and  the  1900 
number  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  bar  a  short  but 
pathetic  leader — the  which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  brings  a  sigh  of  regret  to  every  reader,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  T  refer  to  the  amateur  angler's 
possible  farewell  as  a  book  writer. 

In  these  regrets  we  must  not  be  selfish,  however 
great  the  charm  may  have  been,  and  will  ever  con- 
tinue to  be,  in  the  records  of  refined  literature.  We 
have  some  half-dozen  volumes  that  will  bear  reading 
and  re-reading  by  ourselves  and  our  posterity — and 
what  greater  legacy  can  a  man  of  great  literary  attain- 
ments leave  behind  ?  Truly  the  realisation  of  man's 
most  pardonable  ambition — a  life  beyond  the  grave. 
Although  we  have  been  modestly  reminded,  both  by 
the  title  of  his  last  work,  "An  Old  Man's  Plolidays," 
and  the  leader  referred  to,  let  us  hope  we  have  not 
seen  the  last  of  the  "  Amateur  Angler's  "  compositions. 

Our  friend  the  ever  volatile  and  indispensable 
"  Drag "  must  have  oiled  his  inventive  machine 
specially  for  the  Christmas  Number,  for  it  seems  to 
run  more  Mark  Twain-like  than  ever.  Is  he,  however, 
quite  within  the  bounds  of  legitimate  fishing  by  in- 
troducing domestic  animals  ?  Fishing  tales,  it  is  true, 
are  admissible  in  the  Fistiing  Gazette,  and  had  he 
adorned  his  quadrupeds  with  fishes  "  tails  "  they  would 
(however  much  it  might  have  led  us  into  temptation) 
at  least  have  looked  more  fishy  and  consistent.  Whilst 
on  the  "  tale  "  or  "  tail  "  question  I  am  reminded  that 
my  suggestions  are  not  "  over  reckless,"  for  many  of 
the  Belgian  horses  seen  in  our  modern  funeral 
processions  are  the  happy  wearers  of  false  tails — tails, 
too,  of  great  casting  power  when  the  "fly  is  up"  [i.e., 
the  switch  cast).  "Dragnet"  may  (I  hope  he  won't) 
retort  on  me  by  saying  the  idea  is  only  Yankee,  then 
if  so,  why  did  he  do  it  ? 

Mr.  .Berryman  in  "A  Trout's  Reflections"  is^  sin- 
gularly happy,  and  as  an  encore,  "  By  Special  Desire,"  I 
would  unhesitatingly  say,  "  Go  on.''  Mr.  B.  must  have 
studied  the  anatomy  of  a  trout  very  deeply,  both  from 
an  edible  and  piscatorial  point  of  view,  but  the  deeper 
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researches  into  the  instinctive  and  intellectual  facul- 
ties, quite  inystify  me ;  indeed,  are  quite  oracular. 
Could  "  the  wise  one  "  be  induced  to  undertake  a  sub- 
marine expedition  of  inquiry  as  to  the  fish  life  in  the 
briny,  he  might  jbe  able  to  solve  many  of  the  untold 
mysteries  as  to  the  habits  of  Salmo  Salar,  besi.des 
adding  to  the  increased  popularity  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

Our  Editor's  article  on  "  The  Sedge  or  Caddis  Flies  " 
is  well  worthy  of  him,  being  both  interesting  and  in- 
structive, and  when  we  read  therefrom  that  Aristotle 
studied  the  insect  life  of  our  rivers  2200  years  ago,  we 
are  led  to  ask  ourselves,  Do  we,  as  fishermen  and 
general  lovers  of  nature,  make  the  best  of  our  oppor- 
tunities, to  add  our  quota  to  the  wonderful  and  highly 
fascinating  studies  of  animal  life.  I  wot  not,  and  why  ? 
The  hunting  ground  is  under  every  tread  of  the  foot  in 
the  meadows,  the  wood,  the  mountain  ;  yea,  even  the 
barren  and  scant  herbage  of  the  seashore.  I  do  not 
make  a  sweeping  assertion  ;  there  are  many  workers  for 
science,  would  there  were  more. 

With  regard  to  the  caddis,  our  Editor  tells  us  that 
he  is  "  generally  herbivorous."  In  this  he  is  quite  in 
unison  with  Picket,  and  my  own  personal  experience 
goes  to  prove  that  the  word  "generally"  is  wisely 
placed.  When  living  in  Wales,  I  bred  and  turned  out 
many  thousands  of  trout  fry  in  the  Pembrokeshire 
waters..  On  one  of  these  occasions,  in  company  with 
a  gallant  Colonel  (Voyle),  he,  with  searching  eye,  dis- 
covered one  of  the  youngsters  to  be  in  difficulties  and 
calledimy  attention  to  it.  The  cause  was  patent.  A 
caddis  had  seized  the  victim  with  his  forceps,  and 
hung  on  most  tenaciously,  even  on  terra  firina.  I 
took  three  of  the  caddis  (probably  one  of  the  small 
dragon  flies  abounding  thereabouts)  and  placed  them 
in  a  breeding-tray  with  a  solitary  trout  fry.  The  result 
was  death  and  partial  demolition. 

To  "read,  mark,  and  learn"  are  the  attainments 
of  man  made  easy,  but  to  the  closer  observer  of  nature, 
who  by  assiduous  watching  and  care  is  enabled  to 
witness  the  transformation  of,  say,  the  butterfly  and 
moth  kind,  from  the  pupa  to  the  larvas,  and  from  the 
larvce  to  the  imago  (or  perfect  winged  insect)  is  a  sight 
for  the  gods.  Many  no  doubt,  as  with  the  writer, 
have  seen  the  nymph  of  the  mayfly  (when  ripe  and 
ready)  ascend  spontaneously  to  the  surface,  at  times 
through  two  feet  of  clear  water,  apparently  without 
efiort  or  agent  of  propulsion,  e.g.,  probably  by  a  greater 
secretion  of  air.  On  gaining  the  surface,  by  an  in- 
ward effort  of  expansion  (as  in  the  case  of  a  hatching 
trout  fry), the  case  burst  open  down  the  back,  the  wings 
are  shook  up  from  their  beautifully  folded  excrescences 
or  rounded  knobs.  A  few  moments  to  the  breeze  and 
the  summer  sun  ;  the  insect  has  flown,  and  the  case 
goes  floating  on  to  its  destiny  of  decay. 

My  cabinet  of  curiosities  contains  specimens  of 
other  transformations  witnessed  by  the  naked  eye. 
A  tiger  moth  caterpillar  (taken  into  captivity  at  the 
right  moment,  i.e.,  after  changing  many  skins  and 
hurrying  on  to  his  haven  of  temporary  rest),  spinning 
his  delicate  web  or  provision  against  the  ichneumon 
enemy — his  sling  or  hammock  whereon  to  rest  his 
wearied  anatomy — his  days  of  sickly  languor  (3) — the 
stripping  or  moving  downwards  of  the  hairy  skin — the 
white  chrysalid  changing  to  black  by  contact  with  the 
air— the  sleep  of  many  days  (23) — the  actual  bursting 
of  the  chrysalid,  and  the  emerging  moth  of  many 
colours. 

In  the  provision  by  the  Creator  for  keeping  dele- 
terious creatm'es  within  reasonable  bounds,  the  follow- 
ing (as  apart  from  the  perfect  routine  of  the  last- 
named)  gives  evidence  : — 

The  object  in  this  case  was  a  common  green  cabbage 
caterpillar— the  larvae  of  the  white  butterfly.  The 
little  ichneumon  enemy  had  ruthlessly  bored  holes 
through  the  skin  of  the  caterpillar  (quite  a  common 
occurrence),  and  inserted  about  a  score  of  her  own 
eggs,  which  are  to  be  hatched  within,  and  fed  upon  the 
fat  or  fluids  of  the  foster  parent's  body ;  strange  to 
say,  without  materially  affecting  the  general  health 
or  interfering  with  the  vitals.  So  far  as  the  caterpillar 
is  concerned,  his  life  routine  ends  here — no  chrysalid 
—no  imago.  At  death  (or  rather  dying),  I  saw  the 
ichneumon  grubs  emerge,  spin  their  silken  cocoons 
en  masse  to  each  other,  and  to  the  dying  victim ;  these 
I  have  by  me  in  evidence.  I  liberated  the  djang  by 
cutting  his  silken  fetters,  in  order  that  he  might  seek 
death  apart  from  the  enemy,  but  with  a  parental 
affection  quite  supernatural  "he  crawled  back  to  the 
children  of  his  bodv,  and  hovering  over  them,  died. 

P.  S.  P. 


HOILOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  need  only  a  single 
trial  to  make  known  their  capabilities.  No  outside  sore  or 
inward  intlanimation  can  long  witlistand  the  cooling,  purifying 
and  healing  influences  exerted  by  these  twin  Medicaments.  Be 
the  mischief  recent  or  chronic,  great  or  slight,  painful  or  simply 
annoying,  it  will  succumb  before  the  curative  virtues  of  these 
remedies,  which  can  be  rightly  applied  Ijy  any  person  who  will 
attentively  read  their  accompanying  directions,  wliich  are  pro- 
pounded in  the  plainest  language,  void  of  all  technical  terms, 
and  printed  in  the  most  legible  characters.  To  the  man  of 
business,  confined  to  his  counting  house,  and  harassed  by 
engagements,  also  to  the  man  of  pleasure,  addicted  to  free  living, 
these  Pills  are  invaluable. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  semi  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Reports  cannot  he  received  later  than  FIVE  o'clock 
on  Thursday  Evening'. 


Time  of  Hig-h  "Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

•'j.5  min.  for  Kew. 
7.5  ,,  Richmond. 

80    ,,     „  Twickenham. 
85    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 
EXAMPLK  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Add. 


30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

40   ,,     ,,  Putney. 

-to   ,,     ,,  Hammersmith. 

.50    ,,     ,,  Barnes. 


Add 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridor. 

Moniing. 


.Jan. 


1.51 

2.36   

3.17   

3.  .58   

4.30   

5.10   

5.44   


....  2.14 


3.38 
4.18 
4.. 53 
5.2G 
G.  3 


High  Water  at  AjiisEKLEy  and  Pulborouoh. 

Morning  KvcninK. 

Saturday,      .Ian.     5    2.31    2.. 54 

Sunday,  ,,       6    3.16    3.37 

Monday,-  „       7    3.57    4.18 

These  tunes  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amljerley. 
Pulborough  ivill  be  2h.  40m.  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Kemaeks, — The  Thames  is 
now  out  of  condition  for  fishing.  We  are  having  the 
first  flood  of  the  century,  but  it  will  improve  the 
fishing  later-on.  On  Monday  liwas  at  Hampton  Court, 
and  heard  tliat  a  pike  of  ojlb.  had  been  caught  the 
previous  day  by  a  bank  angler,  but  little  else  had  been 
done.  The  water  was  very  thick,  and  was  running  off 
rapidly,  the  sluices  being  up  at  the  weir.  On  Tuesday 
I  went  to  Datchet  with  Mr.  E.  G.  Wingrove.  The 
river  was  here  also  very  thick,  and  the  water  rising. 
I  heard  that  a  client  of  J.  Keen,  the  fisherman,  had 
caught  a  golden  tench  of  if  lb.  near  the  Albert  Bridge, 
and  that  the  fish  is  being  preserved.  On  Wednesday, 
much  debris  was  coming  down  the  river,  and  there  was 
a  fast  stream  even  close  to  the  banks.  Without  further 
rain  the  river  should  have  cleared.by  Sunday,  but  it  will 
even  then  have  a  fair  amount  of  colour.  I  dropped  a 
piece  of  soaked  bread  into  the  river,  and  after  it  had 
sunk  two  inches  it  could  not  be  seen.  With  water  like 
this  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  are  no  takes  of  fish 
worth  recording.  I  hope  to  be  fishing  with  Dr.  Turrell 
above  Oxford  on  Monday,  if  the  river  clears,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  however  favourable  the  weather  may  be 
the  river  will  still  be  too  much  coloured  for  pike 
fishing. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). —  The    long-wished-for  "push" 

of  water  has  come  at  last ;  Marsh  and  Hamlsledon 
Weirs  are  drawn,  and  the  river  is  having  a  good 
scouring  out,  which  should  free  it  from  the  weeds  and 
rubbish,  which  have  been  most  troublesome  of  late. 
The  water  is  very  thick  to-day  (W^ednesday) ,  one  can 
scarcely  see  four  inches  below  surface  ;  it  is,  however, 
well  within  bounds,  and  can  be  approached  from  the 
bank  in  most  places.  Legeriug  with  lobworms  seems 
the  only  prospect  of  fishing  for  the  week-end  at 
present,  although  it  may  be  a  lot  finer  by  then,  but  I 
am  afraid  not.  A  few  anglers  found  sport  among  the 
roach  and  jack  before  the  thick  water  came  in,  but 
nothing  .very  large  was  taken.  Some  good  all-round 
sport  should  be  had  when  the  water  is  clearing  again. 
I  should  then  advise  our  friend  at  Kingston  to  try  for 
those  Shiplake  pike,  where  George  Smith  tells,  me  he 
has  some  whoppers  spotted,  and  a  nurnber  of  patrons 
waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  of  angling  for  them. 
— Stanley  Meai). 

 Lea. — The  river  has  been  well  flushed,  and 

roach  are  on  the  feed.  Mr.  Perry,  on  Weduesda)-, 
caught  201b.  in  the  King's  Arms  Fishery  at  Waltham 
Abbej'.  A  pretty  basket  of  roach,  weighing  about 
91b.,  has  been  secured  at  Ware,  and  many  roach  have 
been  landed  at  Hertford,  St.  Jilargaret's,  and  Rye 
House.  No  more  rain  falling,  anglers  should  be  well 
among  the  roach  this  week  end.  The  fish  arc  now  in 
lovely  condition.  Some  pike  have  been  caught  in  the 
Lea,  but  I  have  no  notable  fish  to  report.  The  Stort 
ought  to  flsh  well  now,  as  the  river,  too,  has  been 
scoured  out. — Izaak  Walton. 

 (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  &c.) — The  hea\-y  and 

continuous  rains  we  have  had,  and  the  gale  of  Sunday 
night,  has  put  the  water  out  of  order,  it  being  at  time 
of  writing  of  the  consistency  and  colour  of  pea  soup, 
consequently  angling  matters  are,  pro  tern.,  at  a  stand- 
still. Prior  to  this  state  of  affairs,  jack  flshers  were, 
in  several  instances,  having  fair  sport,  Mr.  Rawlinson 
one  daiy  near  Kempsford  getting  3^  brace  ranging  from 
41b.  up  to  91b.,  and  being  fairly  smashed  up  by  a  twenty- 


pounder  near  the  same  place  that  he  caught  his  22Ib. 
flsh  last  season.  All  coarse  fish  are  now  in  grand 
condition.  On  Thursday  in  last  week  I  saw  Mr 
Bowyer  of  "  The  Prout "  at  ^t.  John's  Bridge  have 
two  draws  with  a  net  of  his  preserved  pool  close  by 
the  inn,  and  in  the  two  draws  there  was  something 
like  half  a  hundredweight  of  fish,  amongst  them 
being  a  tench  of  8^1b.,  one  eliub  of  nearlv  41b  and 
several  others  from  21b.  to  31b.  each,  a  brace  of  roach 
that  were  estimated  to  be  21b.  each,  and  some  nice 
perch.  They  were  all  carefully  returned  to  the  water. 
Mr.  Bowyer  intends  shortly  to  turn  the  fish  into  the 
mam  stream,  or  into  the  St.  John's  Bridge  weir  pool. 
The  low-lying  meadows  in  these  districts  are  all  under 
water.    River  in  high  flood.— Rambler. 

 Twickenham.— Rain  has  made  the  river  high 

and  very  thick,  but  it  is  fining  down  fast,  and  will  be 
all  right  in  another  day  or  so.  :Mr.  Harper  had  four 
nice  bream  yesterday.  Bank  anglers  no  doubt  will  do 
well  on  Sunday. — F.  J.  0.  S. 

Bottisham  Locks  CWaterbeach).— The  Chri.st- 
raas  holidays  as  to  the  weather  varied  much  on  this 
river— some  days  misty,  others  spring-like,  then 
windy ;  but  upon  the  whole  as  to  this  season  of  the 
year.  Those  who  had  a  try  for  roach,  some  rods 
grassed  forty  fish  a  day,  many  over  |lb.  each.  The 
anglers  who  indulged  in  spinning,  also  live  snap,  for 
pike  had  a  slow  time  of  it.  Only  a  few  had  them, 
small  in  size.  Quite  another  change  has  set  in,  with 
twenty  hours'  steady  rain,  this  Tuesday  evening. 
Waters  are  gone  down  to  summer  level  "again,  but 
discoloured.  No  more  rain  of  any  account.  This 
river  will  be  in  good  trim  by  Saturday.  Just  at  this 
season,  and  now  on  to  its  end,  the  Pits  are  open  to 
anglers  staying  a  little  down-stream,  three  miles. 
Plenty  of  pike  up  to  71b.  each.  Beasly,  lock-keeper, 
for  live  baits  and  all  information.  But  the  river  for 
miles  is  free,  and  clean-angling  anglers  must  bring 
gentles  with  them  for  biggest  roach.  This  being  an 
early  stream  the  pike,  with  this  mild  weather,  are 
working  up  to  the  locks.— John  0.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— Angling 

at  Wroxham,  during  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  was  not  signalised  by  anything  remarkable  in 
the  way  of  takes.  The  constant  variations  of  weather, 
from  keen  frost  (often  followed  by  drizzly  rains,  and 
still,  bright  days,  with  almos-t  tideless  waters),  after- 
wards to  the  fury  of  gales  and  torrents  of  rain,  put 
roach  very  much  off  the  feed,  and  even  at  Coltishall, 
the  almost  unfailing  resource  of  the  roach  fisher^ 
sport  was  exceedingly  slow.  A  few  pike  were  taken, 
and  yesterday  on  the  Bridge  broad  a  151b.  pike  was 
singularly  enough  killed  by  a  lady  angler,  making  her 
first  essay,  I  understand,- with  tackle  and  rod  supplied 
for  her  debut  by  Mr.  Rudd  of  Norwich,  the  well-known 
sporting  purveyor  and  angler.  This  water  had  already 
been  considerably  fished  over  by  some  of  our  ex- 
perienced pikists  with  little  result.  So  much  for  the 
irony  of  angling  luck  1  The  river,  after  the  gales  of 
wind  and  rain,  is  bank  high  and  in  wretched  condition. 
Whatever  may  be  the  case  in  other  rivers,  the  Bure  is 
hopeless  for  angling  in  a  turbid  condition  (where  the 
water  is  normally  clear),  and  in  any  Norfolk  river  clear 
water  is  to  be  preferred  to  a  thiclj  dirty  colour.  The 
weather  is  raw  and  cold,  very  sunless,  with  wind 
veering  all  round  the  compass,  and  for  at  least  a  week 
I  fancy  prospects  are  very  discouraging.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  last  two  (and  best  on  the  whole)  months  for 
Broadlaud  piking  will  not  be  spoiled  by  snow  and  ice, 
as  is  too  frequently  the  case. — G.  W.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  and  Windrush.— These  trout 
streams  are  in  higher  flood  than  has  been  known  for 
years,  and  the  water  is  the  colour  of  pea  soup  from  the 
washings  from  the  hills  around,  and  much  damage 
was  done  on  Monday  night  from  the  terrific  gale  we 
had,  trees  being  blown  down  in  all  directions  and  roofs 
of  sheds  blown  off. — F.  Lockwood. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  has  been 
in  very  heavy  state  since  Saturday  last,  in  fact,  on 
Monday  reached  the  highest  level  it  has  touched  for 
three  or  four  years  p>ast.  It  is  now  falling  rapidly, 
and  as  the  weather  has  a  tendency  to  harden,  anglers 
should  get  their  innings  very  shortly.  I  tried  the  back- 
waters at  Cowley  for  a  short  time' to-day  (Wednesday), 
but  only  scored  three  jack  of  youthful  years.  The  old 
stagers  have  been  unapproachable  lately,  no  doubt  the 
mild  weather  having  much  to  do  %vith  this  standoffish- 
ness.  A  few  jack  have  fallen  to  the  canal  anglers  here, 
general  weights  ranging  from  41b.  to  61b.  each,  and  I 
hear  a  fine  perch  of  lib.  lOoz.  succumbed  to  a  live 
minnow. — Rev.  Palmer. 

Ten  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — The 

floods  have  been  disastrous  to  anglers  in  the  Feu 
district  this  week.  Heavy  rain  on  Sunday  and  Monday 
put  the  valley  of  the  Wellaud  into  such  a  state  of 
flood  that  has  not  existed  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
An  enormous  volume  of  water  came  down  the  Nene 
valley,  and  towards  Peterborough  there  was  a  miniature 
sea.  At  Billingborough  the  North  Beck  overflowed  its 
banks,  and  the  water  flowed  through  the  streets  of  the 
tovm.    At  Swaton  the  floods  were  4  feet  deep.  Many 
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of  the  country  roads  are  rendered  impassable,  and 
hundreds  of  acres  of  fen  land  in  South  Lincolnshire 
and  Cambridgeshire  are  under  water  as  we  write. 
Angling  is  virtually  af  an  end  until  the  floods  have 
subsided.  Prior  to  the  rainfall  there  were  a  good  many 
anglers  enjoying  the  holidays,  and  reaching  and  trolling 
were  both  very  successful.  Christmas  angling  was 
particularly  good  this  year. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  and  the 
Rytou  are  in  a  state  of  flood  this  week,  and  sport  has 
had  to  give  way.  Prior  to  Monday  there  were  several 
anglers  out  about  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  and  Clayworth, 
and  a  few  big  roach  were  brought  to  bank.  "  A  few 
boasted  of  fair  catches  of  dace,  whilst  from  the  drains 
in  the  lower  district  towards  Haxey  a  few  good  pike 
were  caught  with  live  bait.  Bottom  fishing  was  toler- 
ably brisk  in  that  locality,  but  taking  the  sport  as  a 
whole  in  this  district,  neither  the  Idle  nor  the  Ryton 
has  afforded  sport  up  to  the  ordinary  standard.  There 
has  been  so  much  rain  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  district 
that  the  streams  will  be  in  flood  for  several  days. — L. 

IiUg^  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  were  getting  in  fair  order  this  day  last  week, 
but  heavy  rain  set  in,  and  we  had  nothing  but  rain 
every  day  until  Monday,  when  there  was  a  lull.  But 
the  water  had  begim  to  come  down,  and  both  rivers 
rose  rapidly  and  soon  overflowed  their  banks,  and  are 
now  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing,  and  will  be  for 
some  days  until  the  w-ater  goes  down  and  clears.  The 
Pinsley  is  muddy  and  high. — Gwynne. 

Iiug'g,  Arrow,  andPinsley  (Kingsland).— Strong 
gales,  accompanied  by  very  heavy  rain-storms,  visited 
us  during  the  last  days  of  the  old"  j-ear,  and  in  conse- 
quence rivers  flooded  rapidly  and  soon  overflowed  their 
banks,  converting  miles  of  land  adjoining  into  lakes. 
This  day  (Wednesday)  the  waters  are  fast  subsiding. 
Pishing  will  be  out  of  the  question  for  some  time  to 
come. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Next  to  nothing  has  been 
done  by  the  anglers  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rough  weather  during  the  past  week  ; 
and  now,  through  the  exceptionally  heavy  rain  that 
has  fallen  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  the  river  is  so 
swollen  that  all  along  the  Nene  Valley  it  has  over- 
flowed and  covered  the  adjacent  lands.  Our  river 
has  not  been  so  high  for  more  than  a  year,  the  gauge 
at  Peterborough  Bridge  on  Wednesday  morning  regis- 
tering between  13ft.  and  14ft.  of  water,  and  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  a  fuller  rise. — E.  A.  B. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— We  have  had  very 
heavy  floods  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  the  river 
has  been  brimming  full,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
cause  such  destruction  to  the  fish  as  the  floods  of  Feb- 
ruary last  year,  it  is  to  be  hoped.  The  matter  of 
killing  trout  in  the  brooks,  to  which  allusion  was  made 
in  my  last  report,  as  well  as  in  letters  written  by  me 
to  the  local  papers,  has  excited  a  little  comment. 
Several  letters  have  appeared  urging  the  necessity  of 
forming  a  Fishing  Association  for  the  Otter,  in  order 
to  protect  it  properly.  Nothing  could  be  more  de- 
sirable, but,  as  I  have  frequently  X)ointed  out,  such  a 
thing  is  most  difficult,  if  not  wholly  impossible.  The 
chief  riparian  owners  are  wealthy  land  owners.  -They 
are  very  liberal  in  issuing  tickets  to  fish  their  waters, 
but  they  are,  not  unnaturally,  averse  to  letting  the 
sway  of  the  river  pass  out  of  their  hands.  It  was 
therefore  that  I  recommended  that  steps  might  be 
taken  by  the  police  to  stop  illegal  taking  of  trout  in 
the  close  season.  This  would  be  a  great  deal  better 
than  nothing. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — At  last  we  have  got  what 
we  wanted,  a  good  push  of  water  and  some  colour  in 
it,  and  if  we  have  no  more  rain  prospects  will  be  better 
by  Saturday  than  they  have  been  )'et  this  season ; 
several  big  fish  seen  here  at  the  mouth  of  the  brooks 
feeding  well. — A.  Scahd. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  flood,  but  trust 
it  is  only  temporary,  and  that  it  will  move  the  fish 
and  put  them  on  the  feed.  It  ought  to  be  right  for 
reaching  by  Saturday,  but  hardly  for  piking.  Pike 
fishermen  please  note — om'  coursing  match  on  Dec.  27 
last  was  a  decided  success,  and  we  have  to-day  sent  on 
a  cheque  to  our  county  hospital  value  £16  lis.,  which 
is  an  increase  of  £6  lis.  over  last  year's,  thanks  to 
"  Old  Izaak  "  and  other  fishermen  who  so  kindly  sent 
on  a  donation  to  help  so  worthy  an  institution.  May 
I  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  wishing  all  anglers  a 
healthy-,  happy,  and  prosperous  New  Year. — Edward 

COLLIN.SON. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — There  is  now  a  good  stream  in 
the  river  for  the  first  time  during  the  present  season  ; 
the  water  is,  however,  very  thick,  although  very  little 
above  its  normal  height. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  keeps  of  the  same  tantalising 
character  as  it  has  been  for  many  weeks.  On  many 
nights  anglers  congratulate  themselves  on  the  settled 
state  of  the  weather.  Clear  nii  ,  -;t;irs  i)i  mvriads,  and 
frozen  ground  betoken  the  a'l.nit  4  tlie  long-expected 
frost.  They  go  to  bed  rejoicing  and  wake  up  to  hear 
rain  pelting  down  in  torrents,  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, instead  of  saying  their  prayers,  address  very 


strong  anathemas  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Weather.  At 
jn-esent  these  rivers  are  very  full  of  water  and  verv 
dirty  in  condition,  so' that  any  sport  short  of  troUino- 
for  pike  and  occasionally  taking  chub  in  their  welh 
known  resorts  is  altogether  out  of  the  question.  The 
salmon  season  opens  in  this  neighbourhood  on  the  2nd 
of  next  month,  and  should  we  not  have  a  good  season 
it  will  not  be  for  want  of  water  to  bring  them  up  or 
pollution  to  stop  them  coming,  as  tlio  rivers  have  been 
in  a  more  or  less  flooded  state  all  tin  muIi  ihe  winter 
months,  and  yet  very  few-^f  any—salniou  have  been 
observed  making  their  way  up  '  these  streams.  All 
thoughtful  anglers  agree  there  is  something  radically 
wrong  respecting  the  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood 
during  recent  years.  It  is  some  consolation  to  know 
that  one  of  the  greatest  riparian  owners  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood— the  Earl  of  Bradford — is  very  much  In- 
terested in  this  question,  and  suggests  that  an  associa- 
tion should  at  once  be  formed — with  consent  of  the 
riparian  owners — to  protect  the  fishing  in  the  river 
Vy  rn  wy .  — V  yen  w  y  . 

Stour  (Bures,  SufFolk).— The  last  Sunday  in  the 
old  year  turned  out  very  rough,  it  raining  hard  all 
day,  and  but  few  anglers  ventured  out.  One  good  bag 
of  roach,  close  on  201b.,  were,  however,  taken  by  one 
enthusiastic  angler,  while  another  had  three  small 
jack.  The  rain  has,  however,  given  the  river  the  first 
flush  of  the  season,  several  of  the  meadows  having 
been  under  water  and  the  river  running  thick  and 
fast.  At  present  the  weather  looks  settled  for  fine 
weather,  and  if  no  more  heavy  rains  come  to  upset  the 
water,  it  should  be  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  the  6th. 
— W.  T.  Bainbkidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Angling 
was  not  a  success  during  the  holidays,  and  with  the 
stormy  weather  of  the  past  week  it  has  been  even 
worse.  On  Tuesday  the  rivers  were  in  flood,  and  the 
prospect  of  angling  is  very  remote.  A  few  anglers 
have  tried  Chichester  Canal;  with  but  indifferent 
success. — George  P.  Salter. 

Tame  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rmniing  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  Hea\'y  rain  commenced  to  fall  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  and  continued  until  Sunday,  when  we  had 
one  day's  continual  heavy  rain,  and  in  the  night  the 
river  began  to  rise.  The  farmers  moved  their  stock  on 
higher  land,  and  a  good  thing  they  did,  for  the  river 
rose  very  quickly,  and  soon  overflowed  its  banks,  and 
rose  quite  5ft.  in  a  few  hours.  There  were  no  signs  of 
any  weirs,  the  water  being  level,  and  it  is  the  highest 
flood  known  since  the  great  flood  of  1886.  Under  the 
castle  the  fields  were  covered  like  one  lake  ;  the  roads 
in  many  parts  were  impassable,  and  traffic  was  sus- 
pended on  the  railway.  The  water  is  now  going  down 
rapidly,  but  will  be  some  time  before  it  will  be  in 
order.  The  flood  did  one  good  thing:  it  moved  the 
body  of  a  Uttle  lad  that  had  been  lost  at  Douuton 
Castle  on  'Dec.  7,  and  was  found  9  miles  below  at 
Ashford  on  Tuesday.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  muddy. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  has 

been  running  higher  than  it  has  been  known  since 
1886.  The  weather  was  very  bad  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  heavy  rain  fell,  and  all  day  Sunday  and 
during  the  night  the  water  came  down  from  the  hills, 
and  soon  the  river  was  running  through  the  streets  at 
Tenbury,  and  flooding  the  cellars,  and  doing  a  large 
amount  of  damage.  The  water  got  over  the  railway 
at  Little  Hereford  and  stopped  traffic.  Pishing 
quite  at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  for  some  days. — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — For  miles  around  the  town 
scarcely  anything  is  visible  save  trees  and  tops  of 
hedges,  and  such  a  volume  of  flood  water  ha,s  not  been 
seen  in  the  Newark  district  for  five  and  twenty  years, 
and  rapidly  has  it  risen.  On  Friday  the  river  was  in 
good  condition  and  low,  and  spinning  for  pike  on  the 
shallows  at  Muskh  am  ]\Ir.  W.  Taylor  landed  a  small 
barbel,  hooked  fon!  of  cour.se.  The  fish  showed  but 
little  signs  of  acti\  it  \  ,  was  razor-backed,  nearly  black 
in  colour,  and  similar  to  those  taken  from  the  same 
water  three  years  ago.  Previously  to  the  rise  fish 
were  taking  worms,  some  nice  chub  being  shown  by 
Mr.  A.  Berry,  and  amongst  the  roach  of  the  week  I 
weighed  one  lib.  8f  oz.  6  shots.  A  good  bag  of  roach 
also  came  from  the  E'arndon  water,  caught  by  Mr.  J. 
Gill,  several  over  the  pound  in  weight.  Dace  have 
preferred  gentles,  and  Mr.  T.  Davis,  l\Ir.  W.  Markwell, 
and  Mr.  H,  Corner  have  been  most  successful. — 
Trentsider. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — I  see  I  am  mentioned  in  the 
Gazette  re  eels.  I  will,  of  course,  get  you  some  eels 
in  Januarj',  July,  and  March,  and  April,  hwX,  it  is  really 
only  waste  of  time,  for  I  can  positively  prove  that  eels 
breed  in  this  lal^e,  and  that  I  have  seen  thousands  of 
small  I'l  l-,  a.-;  tliin  as  silk,  roiuid  the  edge  of  the  la];e, 
and  m\  (Uinylitur  has  caught  dozens  and  had  them  in 
bottles  alive.  I  have  also  seen  them  about  3  inches 
long  by  the  hundred.  I  can  confirm  my  words  by  the 
late  keeper,  Mr.  Wm.  Buckott,  who  can  convince  you 
my  statement  is  correct.  I  can  also  state  since  the 
last  nine  years  I  have  never  seen  eels  in  the  grass ;  I 


say  that  they  do  not  travel  in  grass  at  night,  except-! 
ing  the  lake  is  full  and  running  over;  they  will  then 
follow  the  water,  and  now  and  then  you  will  find  them, 
dead,  and  stinking,  in  the  meadows  ;  this  Mr.  Buckctl; 
will  substantiate.  1  might  tell  you  there  are  three 
distinct  kinds  of  eels  in  Wimbledon  Lake  :  the  silver 
eels,  bull-headed  thin  eels,  and  golden  snipe  nosed! 
eels,  which  are  the  best.  "  Jack  fishing  is  imi)roving." 
— Arthur  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  Withame 
was  running  in  the  very  pink  of  condition  for  th? 
Christmas  holidays.  Special  trains  brought  a  gooa 
many  down  to  the  stations  between  Lincoln  and^ 
Boston  and  some  fair  baskets  of  roach  and  rudd  were 
got  from  the  drain  ends  and  from  the  river  at  Bardney, 
Kirkstead,  Stixwold,  and  Dogdyke.  Nothing  excep- 
tional is  reported  in  the  way  of  pike  captures,  but  the 
tributaries  such  as  the  Barling  and  the  Bain,  with  the 
Sincil  Dyke,  have  afforded  good  sport,  though  less 
than  from  the  river  since  the  floods  subsided.  Roach^ 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirkby  has  been  par- 
ticularly good,  many  roach  have  been  taken  between 
lib.  and  IJlb.,  dace  up  to  lOoz.  each,  and  one  angler: 
had  a  chub  21b.  lOoz.  The  heavy  rains  in  the  upper 
district  have  again  put  the  river  into  a  state  of  flood 
which  is  reported  to  be  rising  rapidly  on  Monday 
night.  I  expect  angling  will  be  all  over  for  a  few  days 
now. — Luci.  ' 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorkshire). — I  have  known  many  "green" 
Yules  during  a  lifetime's  angling  exx)erienco,  but  never" 
such  a  long  continuance  of  remarkably  mild  and  genial 
weather  that  we  have  experienced  this  winter — winter 
it  cannot  be  called — the  only  drawback  to  anglers  being; 
the  frequent  heavy  rains,  which  keep  the  rivers  in  an 
unsettled  condition  ;  under  such  circumstances  sport,, 
particularly  with  the  grayling,  has  not  been  good.  My 
Swaledale  correspondent  says  tliere  has  been  very 
little  angling  in  the  north-east  part  of  Yorkshire,  in' 
which  Northallerton  and  the  extreme  end  of  Wensley-; 
dale  is  situated.     The  reason  for  tliis  unsatisfactory 
state  of  things  is  the  fact  that  the  streams,  both  the 
Wisko,  the  Swale,  and  Bedale  Beek,  have  been  more  or' 
less  flooded,  and  therefore  anglers  have  had  to  contend 
with  water  which,  for  days  together,  has  been  of  the 
consistency  of  pea-soup.    Two  anglers,  who  hail  from 
West  Hartlepool,  have  stayed  a  couple  of  daj's  at  the 
Nou   Plus  Hotel,  and   have   flogged   the  waters  of 
the   Swale   persistently  during    thfir    stay.  They 
tried  all  sorts  of  dodges  to  catcli  fish,  but^found 
but,  on  the  second  day  of  their  visit,  that  swim- 
ming   maggots    was    the    best    means    of  getting 
grayling,  but  that  in  order  to  catch  coarse  fish,  i.e. ,4 
roach,  dace,  perch  and  barbel,  lying  a  bunch  of  juicyj 
sweet  maggots  on  the  bottom  and  sprinkling  a  few  inl 
was  the  best  means  of  filling  the  pannier,  but  evenl 
then  tlic  a  ngler  bad  to  be  as  quick  as  greased  lightning, 
for  the  Ileal  jnsl.  .nave  a  quiver,  and  if  the  angler  was 
not  pre[iare(l  then  he  lost  his  fish.    Some  pike  fishers, 
have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  have  only  hadj 
moderate  sport.     Mr.  Nichol  Smithson   fished  thel 
Wislce  last  Thursday,  and,  trolling  with  dead  bait,  notl 
only  hoolied  but  was  successful  in  landing  two  very! 
fine  pike,  one  of  which  weighed  over  71b.  while  the} 
other  brought   down  the   scales  with .  a  thump  at| 
6Jlb.    ]\lr.  W.  R.  Smithson  and  another  don  were 
also  out  on  the  same   day,   and  fished  a  lower 
portion  of  the  same  stream,  but  had  not  the  luck  to 
touch  a  single  fish.    Several  other  anglers  have  also 
been  out,  but  they  have  met  with  very  moderate 
success.    Fair  baskets  of  fish  have  been  caught.  On 
the  Nidd   sport   among   the   pike   has   been  good, 
Mr.  Grassham  having  landed  a  fine  specimen,  weighing 
close  upon  151b.  ;  it  has  been  entrusted  to  me  for 
preservation  to  adorn  the  Leeds  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Club's  room.    Pike  have  been  moving  about  in  the 
Pocklington  Canal;  Mr.  P.  B.  Foerster  and  Mr.  W. 
Jenkinson  had  grand  sport,  the  best  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  district  of  Hagg  Bridge.    Mr.  Jenkinson 
brought  me  a  fine  pike  weighing  .close  upon  151b.  to 
be  preserved,  set  up  and  cased.     A  few  rods  have 
been  on   the   Wharfe ;    at  Tadcaster  Mr.  Warren 
secured   a   fine  chub,  also  a  fine   perch   with  the 
aid  of  worm.    Since  Satiuila)'  the  river  is  swollen 
again,  therefore  not  much  sport  has  been  had.  Sport 
in  the  Yore  has  been  very  uncertain,  the  grayling 
have  been  as  "  slim  "  and  as  bad  to  catch  as  Transvaal 
Boers  1    I,  in  company  of  the  Rev.  J.  Murphey,  of 
Ulshaw,  fished  some  of  the  best  grayling  streams  in 
the  river  to-day,  but  our  united  catch  totalled  but  eight 
brace.    The  river  is  in  capital  trim  and  I  hear  all  the 
sti  eanrs  mentioned  at  the  head  of  this  re]iort  are  now 
in  lair  trim;  a  few  days'  settled  weather  is  all  we 
require  for  good  sport  next  week. — John  E.  Milleb, 
Northern  Anglers   Depot,   19,   New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North-Bast  of  Scotland. — The  prospects  for  the 
opening  season  will  now  occupy  the  attention  of 
anglers  for  the  comin.n  sfason.  The  open  mild  weather 
for  the  past  ten  or  tweh  e  weeks  has  been  highly  con- 
ducive to  an  early  run  o£  spring  fish,  and  as  the  vs-inds 
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have  mainly  been  from  a  drawing  airt  everything  is  at 
present  highly  favourable  for  a  good  head  of  salmon 
being  well  forward  in  the  middle  pools  at  least  by  the 
opening  date.  The  floods  have  been  very  helpful  to 
the  migration  of  spent  fish,  and  from  the  numbers 
presently  dropping  seawards  the  kelt  should  be  con- 
spicuous by  his  absence  during  the  coming  season. 
With  the  mild  weather  a  deal  of  rock  angling  and  pier 
fishing  is  presently  being  indulged  in  for  the  season  of 
the  year. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  now  toniui; 
"down  after  the  recent  heavy  floods  tliat  Ikinc  vuilrii 
for  many  weeks  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  is 
feared  that  the  heavy  floods  may  have  done  some 
injury  to  the  spawning  beds,  though  there  is  no  out- 
ward evidence  to  that  effect.  There  are  many  good 
fish  on  the  redds  now,  and  it  is  believed  there  has  not 
been  such  -a  show  of  breeding  salmon  in  the  upper 
reaches  for  a  number  of  years.  A  meeting  of  the 
Upper  and  Lower  proprietors  of  the  Annan  Fishery 
Board  was  held  on  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of  the 
election  of  three  representatives  for  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts to  be  members  of  the  Annan  District  Board  for 
the  ensuing  three  years.  For  the  Lower  district 
Provost  Muir  (for  the  Burgh  of  Annan),  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch  and  Lord  Mansfield  were  elected,  and  for 
the  Upper  district  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  Bart.,  of  Castle- 
milk,  Mr.  Pasley-Dironi  of  Mount  Annan,  and  Mr. 
Brook  of  Hoddom  Castle  were  elected. — Heathebbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  angling  season  opens 
on  the  Lagan  on  Feb.  1.  There  is  no  trout  fishing  on 
it  nearer  the  city  than  the  reaches  between  Dromara 
and  Donaclouey.  These  reaches  hold  a  fair  head  of 
trout  from  ilb.  up.  A  few  heavier  fish  have  been 
noticed  above  Shaw's  Bridge,  and  some  respectable 
trout  are  now  in  the  Minnie  Burn.  The  trout  fishing 
of  the  Ravernett — a  triliutary  entering  the  Lagan  near 
Lisbui-n — is  now  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Graham  (4th 
Hussars),  Larchfield  House.  He  has  placed  three 
keepers  on  it,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  a 
small  trout  hatcherj-  on  it.  The  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association — aided  by  a  handsome  subscription  from 
its  vice-president — has  contributed  £53  to  the  fund  for 
feeing  counsel  to  watch  the  interest  of  anglers  in  the 
contemplated  Fisheries  Bill.  The  B.A.A.  has  a 
membership  of  over  70  at  present.  The  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  is  also  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
-  Trouting  does  not  open  on  the  Water  Commissioners' 
Dams  till  March  1.— J.  A.  B. 

County  Antrim  Writers. — The  mild  weather  has 
■,-lieen  very  favourable  to  the  spawning  of  salmon  and 
trout  in  the  Bu.sh.  The  Bush  opens  on  Feb.  1.  Up 
to  date  no  clean  run  salmon  have  been  noticed,  but 
there  is  generally  a  small  run  for  the  opening  day. 
.The  glens  of  Antrim  rivers,  which  include  the  Glendmi, 
^  Glenaan,  Glenariffe,  and  Cusliendall,  opens  on  the 
same  date,  also  the  Inver,  Kilroot.  In  these  streams 
the  brown  trout  are  small,  and  occasionally  they 
hold  white  trout — early  in  .spring,  notably  the  Dall 
and  Dimn. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivors. — The  movement  foF  an  extension 
of  the  trouting  season  on  the  Mourne  liks  fallen 
through.  The  sought-for  concession  was  the  opening 
of  the  river  on  INIarch  1  instead  of  April  1.  It  must 
be  confessed  that,  except  in  very  forward  seasons,  the 
Mourne  trout  are  in  rather  poor  condition  in  March — 
at  least  in  the  early  part  of  it.  A  better  movement 
would  have  for  its  object  the  extension  of  the  salmon 
fishing  season  from  October  15  to  October  31.  Between 
the  lateness  of  the  river  and  the  annual  flax  water 
pollution,  the  salmon  fishing  period  on  the  Mom-ne  is 
reduced  to  five  or  six  weeks.  By  the  end  of  the  month 
spawning  will  be  over  in  all  the  Tvrone  streams. — 
J.  A.  B. 


SEA-FISHING. 

Ballinskollig's. — Sea  angling  has  been  resumed,  as 
the  weather  has  ))ecome  very  favom'able,  and  the  sea 
quite  calm  after  a  succession  of  gales.  Sport  has  been 
fair  at  pollack,  but  generallv  verv  dull  at  other  fish. — 
T.  J.  D.  ' 

Ballycotton. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out  during 
the  la.st  couple  of  days,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
pollack  and  whiting.— T.  J.  D, 

Cork  (Rivers). — Spawning  is  nearly  uxl-x  on  the 
the  majority  of  the  Cork  rivers.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
considered  at  an  end  on  the  principal  rivers.  So  far 
as  can  be  judged  at  the  present  juncture,  the  outlook 
for  the  axjproaching  angling  season  is  brighter  than 
usual.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  —  Whiting  are  still  fairly 
numerous,  and  pouting  and  dabs  are  more  plentiful 
than  at  any  time  during  the  present  season.  j\Iessrs. 
Fisher,  Eldridge,  Igglesden,  Grimer,  Clarke,  Drydeu, 
and  Reeves  experienced  good  sport  on  Sunday  juorning, 
though  the  remainder  of  the  day  found  matters  very 
quiet.  Mr.  Chapman  and  Dr.  Walters  did  well  on 
Monday,  the  latter  gentleman  landing  two  nice  cod- 


ling within  ten  minutes.  Tuesday  witnessed  a  fair 
amount  of  sport,  though  the  pouting  greatly  pre- 
dominated, but  some  fine  dabs  were  also  included  in 
the  day's  catch.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  Mr.  Reeve 
made  a  good  lioat  catcli  of  7^  score  of  whiting  and  fi  ,■ 
codling.  IMr.  JIaitland  took  a  51b.  cod  from  the  upper 
deck  of  th«  pier  on  Wednesday,  and  seven  other  anglers 
made  good  bags  of  whiting,   dabs  and  pouting. — 

J.  RiCHABDSON. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  of  late, 
and  fishing  of  all  kinds  has  been  very  slack  and  water 
\ri:v  t  hick.  However,  Tuesday  and  to-day,  Wednesday, 
light  winds  and  water  smooth,  and  some  nice  takes  of 
codling  and  whiting  and  a  few  nice  cod  have  been 
lauded  by  local  fishermen.  Should  the  weather 
continue  moderate,  in  all  probability  we  shall  see 
sport. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S'.A.S.,  Kenwyn, 
North  Parade). 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  11 : 


Sat 

Sun 

Mon. 

Xues. 

Wed 

xn. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

4  8 
p.m. 

4.30 

a.m. 

p.m. 
5.12 

a.m. 

5.32 
p.m. 

5.51 

a.m. 

6.10 
p.m. 

6.29 

a.m. 

p.m. 
7.  7 

a.m. 

7.26 
p.m. 

7.45 

a.m. 

8.  4 
p.m. 

8.23 

9.  2 
0.26/ 

9.49 
10.10 

10.  .31 
10.51 

11.10 
11.28 

11.46 

0.  4 
0.21 

0.38 
0.56 

Lowestoft   

9.44 
10.  8 

10.31 
10.52 

11.13 
11.38 

11.52 

0.10 
0.28 

0.  46 

1.  3 

1.20 
1.38 

K).27 
10.55 

11.19 
11.40 

0.  1 

0.21 
0.40 

0.68 
1.16 

1.34 
1.51 

2.  8 
2.26 

0.  2 

0.24 
0.45 

1.  6 
1.27 

1.48 
2.  8 

2.27 
2.45 

3.  2 
3.19 

3.36 
3.54 

Burnhani-on-  l 
Cro\ich) 

0.13 

0.35 
0.56 

r.i7 

1.38 

1.59 
2.19 

2.38 
2.56 

3.13 
3.30 

3.47 
4.  5 

Sontbend.Slieer-l 
ness  and  LeighJ 

0.30 
0.54 

1.17 
1.39 

2.  0 
2.19 

2.. 38 
2.56 

3.14 
3.32 

3.50 
4.  8 

4.26 
4.44 

Margate,  Bvoad-j 
stairsi'  Rams-> 
gate  1 

11..57 

0.20 
0.42 

1.  3 
1.22 

1.41 

1.59 

2.17 
2.35 

2.53 
3.11 

3.29 
3.47 

Deal  and  Dover... 

11.  5 
11.29 

11.52 

0.15 
0.37 

0.58 
1.18 

1.37 
1.55 

2.13 
2.31 

2.49 
3.  7 

Hastuigs  

10.49 
11.13 

11. ,36 
11.69 

0.21 

0.  42 

1.  2 

1.21 
1.39 

1.57 
2.15 

2.33 
2.51 

Eastbourne  and  i 
Brighton  i 

11.15 
11.39 

0.  2 

0.25 
0.47 

2.  8 
1.28 

1.47 
2.  5 

2.23 
2.41 

2.59 
3.17 

Newliaven  

11.23 
11.45 

0.  6 

0.26 
0.45 

1.  2 
1.19 

1.36 
1..54 

2.11 
2.29 

2.47 
3.  5 

Shoreliam  and) 
Soatliwick  / 

11.33 
11.57 

0.20 

0.43 
1.5 

1.26 
1.46 

2.  5 
2.23 

2.41 
2.59 

3.17 
3.35 

Portsmoiitli  andi 
Haylinglslaudl 

11.44 

0.  6 
0.28 

0.50 
1.11 

1.31 
1.50 

2.  7 
2.24 

2.41 
2.58 

3.16 
3.35 

0.52 
6.15 

6.37 
6.59 

7.19 
7.37 

7.55 
8.13 

8.30 
8.46 

9.  1 
'9.17 

9.34 
9.53 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegeaph. — Friday,  Jan.  5. 

Margate. — E.  ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate. — S.E. ;  smooth. 
Deal. — E. :  smooth. 
Dover. — E. ;  light,  smooth. 
Hastings. — N.E. ;  smooth. 


Killarney. — The  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
since  last  report,  and  spawning  has  gone  on  very  well, 
and  may  now  be  considered  as  practically  at  an  end. 
On  the  whole  the  spawning  season  was  a  very  success- 
ful one.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  very  unsettled  weather 
during  the  week,  which  has  interfered  with  amateur 
fishing,  in  fact,  professionals  have  not  ventured  out 
very  much.  In  this  month  whiting  are  in  their  prime, 
and  get  very  plentiful  all  along  our  coast,  and  some 
very  fine  ones  are  caught  in  the  harbour.  The  hookers, 
however,  fish  nearer  the  Eddystone,  or  in  the  line  of 
80  fms.  off  the  shore.  Still  the  majority  of  whiting 
that  are  found  in  the  markets  are  supplied  by  the 
trawlers,  but  they  are  not  so  nice  eating  as  hook-and- 
line  whiting,  as  they  get  knocked  about  and  bruised  in 
the  trawl.  As  the  best  whiting  fishing  is  generally 
during  the  winter,  and  it  is  rather  cold  work  for  the 
hands,  some  years  ago  I  devised  a  gmiwale  winch 
which  has  a  screw  clamp  that  is  adjustable  to  fit  on 
the  rail  of  a  yacht  or  the  gunwale  of  a  boat,  and  the 
line  can  be  wound  as  quick  with  this  arrangement  as 
it  can  by  hauling  hand  over  hand.  When  you  have  a 
21b.  or  81b.  sinker  to  pull  up  80  or  40  fms.  every  time  you 
hook  a  fish  you  soon  find  the  value  of  a  gunwale  winch. 
I  have  just  come  back  from  the  Barbican,  and  it  is  a 
sight  to  see  the  fishing  boats  laden  with  herrings,  the 
result  of  their  catch.  They  are  simply  piled  up  with 
a  mass  of  herrings  and  net ;  some  of  the  boats  have 
made  as  much  as  £60.  The  whole  of  the  quay  from 
end  to  end  is  one  mass  of  fish.  The  list  of  edible  fish 
for  the  season  include  atlierine  (smelt),  tub,  piper,  red 


gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  skate,  sharp-nosed  ray, 
homelyn  ray,  sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting, 
haddock,  pouting,  coal-fish,  pike,  and  all  shell-fish.— 
Willia.m  Hkabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  has  begun  again,  and, 
generally  speaking,  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  varioas 
fish,  principally  pollack.  -T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  and  Kerry  Rivers.— Spawning  may 
now  be  considered  as  practically  over  on  all  the 
spawning  rivers  in  this  district,  though  some  late  fish 
are  still  on  the  redds.  It  has  been  the  most  successful 
spawning  had  in  this  district  for  many  years,  though 
the  number  of  fish  up  were  larger  in  past  years.  It  is 
a  pleasant  thing  to  note  that  poaching  has  been 
unheard  of.  The  Weir  Fishery  opened  on  Jan.  1, 
but  I  have  not  heard  with;  what  result  so  far.  The 
prospects  for  the  spring  angling,  which  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  were  seldom  better  at  this  time.- T.  J.  D. 


January  6. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Woking. 
Junior  Piscatorial  Society  competition. 
W^ellington  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 
January  7. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

Anglers'   Association :   Renting  and  Preservation 

Committee  meets. 
North  London :  Supper. 
January  10. 

United  Brothers :  Supper. 


Jan.  13. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 

,,  13. — Blackfriars:  Prize  outing. 

,,  13. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing. 

,,  13. — Islington  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 

,,  13. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  13. — Oflander  :  Outing  to  Egham. 

,,  13. — Original  Alexandra  :  Outing. 

,,  13. — Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hampton. 

,,  13. — Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing. 

,,  14. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Roving  competition. 

,,  15. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  .7.  T.  Emery. 

,,  15. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  16. — Izaak  Walton  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  20. — Amicable  Waltonian  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  20.— Hearts  of  Oak  :  Pep-down  Match. 

,,  20. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Outing. 

,,  21. — C.  &  D.  :  Visit  Original  Clerkenwell. 

„  22.— Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

,,  27. — Phcenix  ;  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  27.— Allasou  United  :  Match,  Taplow. 

,,  27. — Brompiton  :  Supper  match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  30. — Eagle:  Supper. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Bcports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than.  FIVE  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  .S7. 
Dunsta7i's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,"  marhed  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — Members  of  the  above  fi.shed  competition 
(punt)  at  Shepperton.  Pleasant  day  was  spent,  but 
takes  of  fish  were  small.  Roach  over  Sin.  only  weigh, 
upon  weighing  at  club-house.  Mr.  W.  Newai'k,  1st 
prize,  value  £2  2.s.  ;  Mr.  C.  Palmer,  2nd  prize,  £1  Is. ; 
Mr.  Hammond,  3rd  prize,  los. — W.  Howell. 

AUason  United  Brothers,  Duke  of  Sussex, 
Usbridge-street,  Netting  Hill-gate,  W. — At  our  last 
meeting  we  decided  to  have  our  fourth  match  at  Taplow 
on  Jan.  27,  all  fish  to  weigh,  from  end  of  Boulter's  Lock 
to  top  Meadows.  There  are  some  good  prizes.  Mr. 
Simonds  had  jack  and  perch,  and  Mr.  Gillson  had  201b. 
of  jack  on  Boxing  Day ;  one  of  the  jack  had  a  pound 
roach  in  him.  Absentees  do  not  forget  Jan.  9.  Spe- 
cial meeting  re  alteration  of  one  of  the  rules.  Mr.  .\. 
Osborne  had  roach. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling-  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — Members  please  to 
note  business  of  importance,  Wednesday,  Jan.  9,  to 
arrange  outing.  Mr.  Reeves  weighed-in  a  nice  show 
of  jack  on  Dec.  30. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  Johu's-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  Dec. 
80,  the  following  weighed-in :  Jtlessrs.  J.  Lambert,_ 
roach  and  dace ;  J.  Nunn,  sen.,  roach;  Shury,  roach  ; 
and  "Hutchens,  roach.  Other  members  were  out,  but 
did  not  weigh-in.  Will  absent  members  please  note 
that  the  next  outing  for  five  prizes  wU  take  place 
on  Jan.  20,  place  to  be  settled  next  meeting  night. — 
A.  Cbipps. 
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Anchor  and  Hope  Angflingf  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Keut-road.  S.E.— Several  members  have 
been  out  during  the  holidays.  Tlie  following  weighed 
tish  :  Messrs.  G.  T.  Mallett,  0.  Cauiiar  and  C.  Arrow. 
On  Jan.  7  the  return  visit  of  clubs  on  the  South 
London  list  will  take  place  at  the  above  address ; 
chairman,  Mr.  ,T.  Jones.  Several  musical  friends 
have  promised  their  support,  and  a  convivial  meeting- 
is  anticipated.  Members  from  any  club  are  cordially 
invited.  At  last  Wednesday's  meeting  Mr.  H.  Mallett 
presided;  several  important  subjects  received  attention; 
also  letter  from  a  late  member  received  and  read,  it 
being  decided  to  call  a  special  general  meeting  on 
Jan.  to  deal  with  the  question.  Members  will  be 
materially  assisting  the  welfare  of  the  Societv  bv 
mustering  strongly  on  Jan.  9  to  discuss  an  important 
communication  received  from  the  Berniondsey 
Brothers'  Angling  Society;  also  to  decide  place  and 
conditions  for  January  outing. — W. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  preser- 
vation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  7, 
at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  '2  District). — Will  tbe 
CTissold  Associatou  let  us  know  the  date  of  their  return 
visit  this  month,  and  oblige. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Battersea  Triendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  We  fish  an  open 
roving  match  on  Jan.  6,  at  Windsor,  from  Eton  Bridge 
to  Surly  Hall  towpath  ;  only  jack  barred  ;  to  go  down 
by  first  train,   return   by  the  5  o'clock  train. — A. 

DiJOSGE. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — On  Dec.  28,  J.  Wheelhouse,  chub  and 
roach,  largest  chub  21b.  8oz.  Several  members  out  ou 
Boxing  Day  with  no  results.  J.  Wheelhouse,  out  on 
the  30th,  nice  take  of  roach  and  dace,  IHlb.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Merrygold,  roach  and  dace.  Our  January  prize  list 
will  be  fished  for  ou  the  13th,  time  and  place  to  be 
decided  on  Jan.  9th,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
attend.  Shall  be  at  the  Thomas  a  Beckett — the 
Anchor  and  Hope  visit — on  Monday,  and  hope  to  see 
our  club  well  represented. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bromptoii  Angling  Society,  D'OyleyArms,  Marl- 
borough Boad,  S.W. — We  have  had  several  good  shows 
of  fish  weighed-in.  Mr,  Moore,  61b.  14oz.  roach  from 
the  Thames;  Mr.  Hills,  131b.  5oz.  chub,  largest 
41b.,  31b.  2oz.,  31b.  2ioz. ;  Mr.  Barber,  two  jack.  We  fish 
the  Sundial  on  Jan.  27  for  a  supper  at  Bourne  End. 
We  have  several  good  prizes  to  fish  for,  Mr.  Elmore 
giving  a  splendid  landing  net. — C.  Ashkv. 

Cambridge  Haath  Brotlisrs'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem  Street,  Bishop's  Road, 
Cambridge  Heath.  —  We  have  a  prize  outing  on 
Jan.  13,  further  particulars  next  week.  Mr.  H.  Deverell 
was  elected  chairman  for  the  next  quarter ;  also  Mr. 
W.  Argent  as  junior  auditor  and  delegate.  Messrs. 
C.  Hazard  and  I.  Baines  again  saved  us  from  a  Wank 
on  Jan.  30  with  roach,  these  being  the  only  two  to 
weigh  in  these  last  two  weeks.  Several  other  members 
had  fish,  but  did  not  turn  up  to  weigh.  The  three 
mouths'  gross  \.-eiglit  prize  of  roach  from  the  Lea 
during  October.  N'^vember,  and  December  was  won  by 
Mr.  Ben  Smith  witli  511).  14oz.  As  the  prize  for  the 
heaviest  jack  taken  from  the  Forty  Guinea  Water 
during  December  was  not  won,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  prize  was  to  run  through  January.  We  had  a 
prize  promised  last  Tuesday  for  the  gross  weight  of 
fish  weighed-in  on  club  nights,  till  the  end  of  the 
season.  I  beg  to  notify  those  members  who  are  not 
clear  after  next  Tuesday  cannot  participate  in  the 
above  match. — E.  H.  AR(iESj'. 

Camden  Angling  SociDty,  Locomotive,  James 
Street,  Camden  Town, — During  tlie  holidays  the 
following  memliers  contributed  to  make  a  very  good 
show :  Messrs,  Cook,  roach,  201b,  IJoz,  ;  Parker, 
71b.  9ioz.  ;  Fuller,  71b,  I410Z,  ;  Taylor,  61b.  :  Reynolds, 
jack,  Sib.  9oz.  ;  Mann,  roach,  41b,  6oz,  ;  F,  Gill,  and 
T,  Dykes,  A.  E.  Wilson,  and  H.  R.  Hoodless  also 
weighed-in.  The  remaining  prizes-  from  Cliristmas 
will  be  fished  for  on  the  6th,  non-winners  only  eligible, 
— R,  Marshall, 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park, — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed.  On  Dee,  23,  W.  Fayers, 
roach;  F.  Staniford,  roach  and  chub  ;  C.  Sewell,  roach 
and  chub  ;  and  A,  Hardcastle,  roach,  chub,  and  perch. 
On  Dec,_30  W.  Fayers,  roach,  and  F.  Staniford,  dace. 
Our  next  return  visit  on  the  Western  District  comes  to 
our  Society,  and  will  be  our  first.  Due  notice  will  be 
sent  to  each  Society, — W.  B,  F. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley  Road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W, — 
Since  last  report,  Messrs,  A.  Bowater  and  J.  Thome 
weighed-iu  roach  and  dace.  Our  eleventh  day's  outing 
will  take  place  at  Woking  on  Jan.  6  for  six  prizes. 
Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.44,  from  Woking  7.56. 
,^11  members  to  cease  fishing  by  5  o'clock.  Committee 
meeting  on  Jan.  7  at  9  o'clock  sharp  to  arrange  other 
outings. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham   Common. — The  January  outing  is 


fixed  for  Jan.  C,  when  three  prizes  of  value  will  bo 
fished  for  from  Staines  (Thames),  bank  or  punt. 
During  the  holidays  Messrs.  MoLachlan  and  Gisbourne 
had  nice  shows  of  fish.  An  additional  prize  list  to  the 
end  of  the  season  is  now  ready. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketer,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — Some  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Boxing  Day,  but  only  one  succeeded  in 
catching  fish — viz.,  Mr.  H.  Bampton,  with  lib.  8oz.  of 
roach.  We  had  a  fairly  good  attendance  on  Jan.  1, 
but  as  the  new  year  advances  I  hope  to  see  more 
members  attend,  so  as  to  help  in  the  working  of  the 
society. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Konsal- 
road,  W. — On  Boxing  Day,  Mr.  E.  Baxter  had  a  mag- 
nificent show  of  1-oach,  321b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Howland, 
121b.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Percival,  a  good  show  of  roach, 
perch,  and  chub,  including  a  specimen  chub,  31b.  lloz. 
On  Dec.  30,  Mr.  A.  Howland,  a  good  show  of  roach, 
171b.  60Z.  ;  Mr.  E.  Baxter,  141b.  4oz.  of  good  roach, 
one  roach  lib.  2oz.  ;  I\Ir.  J.  Reddle,  61b.  3|oz.  roach. 
I  wish  all  members  and  friends  tight  lines  this  new 
year.— A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — Since  last  meeting 
the  following  have  weighed-in  specimen  roach  :  Mr. 
T.  Deane,  Mr.  C.  Poole,  and 'Mr.  F.  Beames  ;  also  Mr. 
Ball  had  a  nice  lot  of  fish.  We  wish  all  brother 
anglers  a  happy  and  prosperous  new   year. — F.  P. 

SOBGE, 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  Since  my  last  report 
there  has  been  very  little  doing,  Messrs.  T.  Thompson, 
A.  Wild  and  W.  Thompson  weighing  in  some  fine 
roach  and  dace.  On  Dec.  21,  our  half-yearly  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  took  place,  also  the  Christmas  prizes. 
The  winners  were :  Messrs.  F.  Wild,  H.  Sampson,  J. 
Thoms,  T.  Midson,  W.  Thompson,  F.  Davison,  A. 
Wild,  R.  Parram,  A.  Lloyd,  R.  Mack,  A.  E.  Lloyd,  jun., 
A.  Morgan,  F.  Baldwin  and  H.  Poore.  A  very  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent  and  some  excellent  songs 
rendered.  On  Jan.  1,  there  was  a  very  poor  attendance, 
consequently  nothing  done.  Members  arc  requested 
to  attend  on  Jan.  8,  to  arrange  for  the'  supper  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  and  likewi.se  another  outing. — 
S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Mr.  Price  has  had  some  very  nice  takes  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Cam,  largest  roach  IJlb. ; 
INIr.  Collier,  jack  from  Broxbourne  ;  Messrs.  Barlow, 
Perrin,  C.  Langton,  and  Dj'er,  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Lea,  upwards  of  301b.  together  ;  Mr.  Tuck  a  very 
fine  take  of  roach  and  dace  from  Chesterford.  The 
next  supper  and  concert  will  be  held  on  Jan.  -30. 
The  annual  dinner  will  be  on  March  27. — J.  G.  Dykb. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  fish  have  been  woiglied-in  for 
the  Christmas  prizes  ;  Mr.  Willett,  one  jack,  4|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Dm-ell,  one  jack,  6f  lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  jack ; 
Mr.  B.  Sargent,  a  nice  chub,  4Jlb.— H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Boxing  Day. 
Messrs.  James,  jack ;  Ellins,  roach  and  dace  ;  Baily, 
roach  ;  Verity,  roach.  On  Dec.  30  Mr.  James,  jack, 
241b.  making  nearly  601b.  during  the  week  (largest 
151b.)  ;  Mitchel,  roach  (largest  lib,  6f  oz,) ;  Baily,  roach  ; 
and  Verity,  roach.  On  the  first  Quarterly  night  the 
officers  were  re-elected.  Members  must  clear  books  to 
w^eigh-iu  on  the  6th,  they  can  pay  in  the  Bar-book. — 
A.  W.  Ellins. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  trays  of  the  above  society 
were  well  filled  with  fish  during  the  Christmas  week, 
Messrs.  Moysey  and  Woodhouse  having  401b.  of  roach, 
from  80Z.  up  to  lib.  6oz.,  Boffeeand  Brooks  also  a  nice 
show  of  bream  and  barbel  from  Sunbury,  and  Woolston 
perch  from  Rickmansworth  over  lib.  each.  Next 
meeting  night  will  be  quarterly  night — election  of 
officers,  etc. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Yo  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green,  E. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  30,  and  Mr.  W.  Pummell  had  a  splendid 
show  of  roach.  We  shall  have  a  peg-down  match  on  Jan. 
20  for  prizes,  and  the  boundary  is  from  Ware  Lock  to 
the  engine  house,  and  the  conditions  are  a  tight  line 
only.  We  had  a  very  nice  night  on  Wednesday,  several 
old  members  coming  up  in  rare  form,  and  if  all  those 
who  possibly  can  attend  will  kindly  do  so  next  Wed- 
nesday, they  will  greatly  assist  and  oblige. — W.  J.  J. 
Robinson. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe ''Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Mr.  F.  Berry 
was  out  on  Wednesday  at  the  club  water,  and, 
amongst  others,  secured  a  nice  roach,  lib.  7|oz.,  only 
just  failing  to  reach  specimen  standard.  The  same 
evening  two  additional  cases  for  the  museum  were  on 
view — trout,  71b.  4oz.  (Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood),  and  roach, 
21b.  SJoz.  (Mr.  S.  Stone),  both  very  fine  fish  and 
greatly  admired. — E.  Wymeb. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 


Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— .Since  our  last  report  membeii 
have  not  met  with  much  sport.  The  best  takes  an 
as  follows;  On  Dec.  20,  Messrs.  T.  Johnson  and  A 
Clayton,  fishing  in  private  waters,  had  a  take  of  2011); 
of  roach  from  jib.  to  IJlb.  Duringitho  holidays  I  had 
excellent  sport  with  roach  in  the  Bure  and'l''are  at 
Norfolk,  although  no  specimens  came  to  the  net.— 
A.  C.  Clayton. 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.— At  our  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Jan.  2,  Mr.  C.  A.  Duke  presiding, 
three  new  members  were  proposed.  Very  few  fish 
have  been  taken  since  my  last  report,  Mr.  Brougham, 
roach  and  dace,  and  Mr."  W.  Allen-Morgan,  nine  nio 
jack,  being  all. — J.  M.  Beougham. 

Hoxton    Brothers    Angling   Society,  Spread- 

Eagle,  Kingsland  Road.— On  Dec.  30,  Mr.  Rolfe  saved 
us  from  a  blank  with  roach.    On  Tuesday,  Jan.  1,  it  wasl 
decided  that  our  next  outing  should  take  place  or 
Jan.  14.     Roving  competition  from  Cox's  Mill  to" 
mouth  of  Basingstoke  Canal,  River  Wey,  Addlestone. 
Start  fishing  by  mutual  consent  from  the  White  Hart ; 
show  fish  5.30,  at  house  of  departure;  club  room! 
9.30.  ;  weigh  at  10  o'clock.    There  are  eight  prizes  to 
fish  for.    There  is  a  train  leaves  Cannon-street  at 
8.20.    Meet  the  8.45  Waterloo.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddlc- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  Our  match  for  the 
Christmas  prizes  was  as  follows ;  Mr.  Croker,  first ; 
Mr.  Burwash,  second ;  Mr.  Benny,  third ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert  and  Mr.  Reeves  tied  for  fourth  prize, 
a  box  of  cigars,  which  was  divided — all  with  dace.. 
On  Sunday  last  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.; 
Benny,  Reeves  and  Herbert,  roach;  Mr.  Breekman, 
dace.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the. 
chair,  when  tlie  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were- 
read  and  confirmed  ;  it  was  also  arranged  for  a  roving; 
match  on  Jan.  13,  at  Windsor,  to  go  by  nine  o'clock; 
train  from  Paddiugton. — J.  H.  Hebbebt.  .  j 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the' 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — Only' 
two  of  the  three  special  prizes,  competed  for  at  Ship"- 
lake  on  Dec.  29,  were  taken  ;  the  remaining  one,  with' 
two  added,  will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  13  at  Great  Mar-, 
low.  The  two  lapsed  prizes,  competed  for  on  Wednes- 
day last,  were  not  taken ;  they  will  be  fished  for  again, 
on  Jan.  16,  same  conditions — viz.,  on  the  Lea,  between- 
the  Fish  and  Eels  and  the  lock  at  St.  Margaret's.— ^ 
H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 

borue-road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report' 
very  few  fish  have  been  weighed-in.  Mr.  Redington 
saved  us  from  a  blank  with  jack  and  roach  from  the 
Thames,  Our  last  meeting  was  quarterly  night,  when 
some  impoitant  business  was  got  through.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  week  to  clear  the  books  if 
possible.— G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch. 
Lewisham  High  Road. — The  next  competition  will 
take  place  on  Jan.  6,  and  will  be  roving,  for  jack  and 
perch.    Punts  barred. — W.  Fheeman. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society. — The  competition 
for  Cliristmas  prizes  commenced  on  Dec.  9,  and 
finished^  up  on  Dec.  23,  when  the  following  were 
declared  winners :  Messrs.  S.  Wright,  first  prize  ;  H. 
Shrosbree,  second  prize  ;  J.  Stansell,  third  prize ;  J. 
Remp,  fourth  prize  ;  and  H.  Webber,  fifth  prize.  The 
society  has  considerably  increased  numerically  since  its 
formation  some  three  months  ago  and  has  been  fortmiate 
in  securing  some  well-known  residents  as  honorary 
members.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  should 
communicate  with  the  secretary,  J.  A.  Halford,  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  club.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  Kyna- 
ston-road.  Stoke  Newington.  A  smoking  concert  in 
connection  with  the  club  will  be  held  early  in  the 
New  Year.  On  Dec.  30,  there  was  a  fine  show  of  jack 
and  roach,  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Rintowl,  Shrosbree, 
and  Webber. — J.  A.  H. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Road,  E. — Our  members  are  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  rivers  to  fine  down  after  the  recent 
heavy  rains.  Several  visited  the  Association's  water 
at  Bures  and  found  a  fa.st  mill-race  stream  on.  Mr. 
Stevens  had  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Bones,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Cloake,  roach,  best  lib.  2oz.  One  member  also  had  an 
eel,  IJlb.,  with  its  back  broken,  which  took  a  worm. 
It  has  been  decided  that  we  shall  have  a  ball  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  28,  at  the  Limehouse  Town  Hall. 
Tickets  4s.  6d.  double,  2s.  6d.  single.  Carriages  2  a.m. 
— R.  J.  Wells. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Dec.  30  only  one  member 
weighed  fish,  Mr.  Cook — a  few  roach  saving  the  elul) 
a  blank.  A  social  meeting  is  called  for  NN'ednesda.y 
next  to  arrange  our  fourth  outing  of  the  season.  I 
to  hope  see  a  good  muster. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — Last  week,  in  consequence 
of  the  holidays,  our  usual  meeting  was  abandoned. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  club-house  next 
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Thursday  evening,  Jan.  10,  when  some  ver)'  important 
matters  \vill  be  settled.  One  or  two  members  spent 
the  Christmas  at  Llanymynech,  putting  up,  as  usual, 
at  the  Lion  Hotel.  Mrs.  Roberts,  the  proprietress, 
with  her  accustomed  geniality  and  kindness,  made 
things  very  comfortable,  and  a  real  good  time,  as  far 
as  conviviality  and  good  fellowship  were  concerned, 
was  the  result.  Under  normal  conditions  the  pretty 
surroundings  of  Llanymynech  are  most  enjoyable, 
and  to  show  the  singular  mildness  of  this  favoured 
locality  I  may  state  that  the  roses  are  stilt-  very  much 
in  evidence  and  blooming,  in  company  with  the  primrose 
and  the  violet.  In  spite  of  these  fioral  attractions  the 
fishing  was,  however,  decidedly  "  off,"  in  consequence 
of  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather,  which  was  cheer- 
fully varied  from  a  sharp  frost  to  a  warm  sunny 
atmosphere,  more  suggestive  of  the  "leafy  month  of 
June "  rather  than  of  bleak  December.  Then  a 
heavy  gale  sprang  up,  followed  by  torrential  rain,  and 
the  inevitable  flood,  which  put  grayling  fishing 
altogether  out  of  the  question,  and  rendered  piking  an 
impossibility. — Rosicrucian. 

Maldon    and    Heybridge    Anglings  Society, 

White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  INIaldon,  Essex. — Since  my 
last  report  a  few  good  roach  have  been  taken,  and  also 
some  pike.  Mr.  T.  Springett,  two  pike,  weight  91b., 
from  the  Langford  Waters.  F.  Keen  caught  a  nice 
pike  on  Dec.  22,  weight  91b.,  from  the  waters  at  Ultiug. 
The  annual  Boxing  Day  competition  was  held  on 
Dec.  26  and  several  members  competed.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  by  T.  Springett,  eight  roach,  largest 
fish  lib.  4oz. ;  W.  Wiggins  secm-ed  second,  with  roach 
and  bream  ;  third,  S.  Vines ;  fourth,  H.  Hutchinson, 
roach ;  fifth,  R.  White,  roach.  Since  the  rain  of 
Sunday  and  Monday  the  waters  have  thickened  iu 
colour,  and  in  a  day  or  two  some  good  roach  should 
be  caught  from  the  deep  waters.  The  tickets  for 
fishing  the  Langford  Waters  from  the  present  time  to 
March  14  are  now  issued  at  2s.  6d.  each  and  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  T.  Springett,  Foundry-terrace, 
Maldon,  or  from  the  above  club-house  (G.  Wrake). — 
P.  Keen. 

North  East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Dec.  30,  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  considering  only  three 
members  weighed-in  fish,  and  the  following  members 
were  successful  :  Mr.  E.  Lamb,  with  a  very  nice  show 
of  roach,  the  largest,  on  being  put  to  the  scale, 
weighing  lib.  9|oz. ;  Mr.  Smith  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  S.  Barrett,  dace.  On  Wednesday, 
Jan.  9,  our  next  meeting  takes  place,  when  I  hope  that 
we  shall  have  a  good  muster,  as  an  outing  is  proposed. 
— G.  Taylob. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — Since  last  report 
the  shows  of  fish  have  been  small,  contributed  bv 
Messrs.  W.  Stretch,  G.  Hayes,  H.  Ford.  On  Monday 
next,  all  members  are  requested  to  be  at  the  club- 
house, when  our  worthy  host  will  provide  a  leg-of- 
mutton  supper ;  covers  will  be  raised  at  8.30,  after 
which  we  hope  to  spend  an  enjoyable  evening.  Any 
anglers  giving  us  a  look  in  after  supper  will  be 
welcome. — H.  Stbetch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglauder  Hotel, 
20,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — None  of  our 
members  went  out  on  Deo.  30.  On  Tuesday  evening  we 
enrolled  four  new  members — viz. :  Messrs.  Coghlan, 
Pidgeon,  Pollard,  and  Pardon.  Our  next  outing  will 
be  on  Jan.  13,  for  three  prizes.  Fish  at  Egham,  bank 
only,  two  rods,  jack  barred  ;  book  to  Staines.  Mr. 
Gurney's  prize  (a  two-guinea  pair  of  top-boots)  will  be 
fished  for  as  a  second  gross  weight  from  now  to  the 
end  of  the  season,  River  Lea  included,  the  only 
restriction  being  that  it  is  for  Sunday  fishing  only, 
those  electing  to  go  away  on  Saturday  night  can  do  so. 
The  committee  are  kindly  'requested  to  attend  on 
Friday  at  10  p.m.  Don't  forget  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
on  Jan.  7. — H.  W\  Mobgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Dec.  23,  Mr.  A.  Birch  weighed-in  31b.  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  On  Dec.  30,  A.  Birch  one  of  2ilb.  J.  Peck 
has  been  elected  a  working  member.  We  go  out  on 
the  13th  inst. ;  will  all  members  please  attend,  to 
finally  select  a  place  to  go  to.  We  had  a  good  muster 
on  Wednesday. — George. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society,  St. 

John's-lane,  E.G. — On  Dec.  30  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Callow,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  The  next  retm-u 
visit  of  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  takes  place  at  the 
above  club-house  on  Jan.  21. — A.  H. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Dec.  30,  but  the  only  two  who  weighed-in  were  Messrs. 
Reitz  and  Gates.  Om'  concert  and  distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  22  was  a  great  success  ;  some 
excellent  harmony,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  being 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Fox,  Houghton,  Curtis,  Coldwell, 
Hunt,  and  several  others,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
spent.  Our  return  visit  takes  place  shortly,  the  date  of 
which  I  will  announce  in  next  issue  of  Fishing  Gazette. 
— H.  Gates. 
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Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  opened  the 
new  century  in  fine  style,  with  greetings  from  Host 
Shepherd  and  a  full  force  of  members.  I  am  sending 
a  cheque  for  £3,  proceeds  to  date  of  concert  on 
Nov.  27,  1900,  to  Anglers'  Benefit  Society.  Will  the 
clubs  who  liave  our  programmes  outstanding  for  aljovo 
kindly  return  same  or  cash  at  once  V  Wo  have  pro- 
posed for  the  20th  an  open  match.  Members  can  leave 
town  Saturday,  but  must  not  commence  fisiiing  till 
daybreak  Sunday.  This  is  for  a  tapping  series,  to 
which  Mr.  Childs  has  added  10s.  to  first  winner  ;  Mr. 
Haslar  10s.  for  heaviest  take  of  roach ;  and  Mr. 
Matthews  10s.  for  largest  peroli.  A  capital  New 
Year's  gift  in  this  series  awaits  the  member  fortunate 
enough  to  find  the  roach  at  home  and  his  bag  holding 
also  a  specimen  perch.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  recorded 
to  Messrs.  Haslar  and  Childs  for  auditing  the  society's 
accounts.  The  books  show  the  club  in  a  fine  flourish- 
ing condition,  with  a  balance  in  treasurer's  hands  of 
£10  19s.  Id.  Many  of  ours  will  compete  in  Richmond 
Competition,  organised  by  Mr.  Hoby,  The  Jolly 
Anglers,  on  Jan.  13.  Brother  anglers,  do  not  forget 
Tuesday  the  15th  is  our  visit  on  Central  List.  I  trust 
clubs  north  and  south  will  respond  to  call  of  roll. 
The  Anchor  and  Hope  on  Monday  the  7th  take  the 
second  visit  on  the  South  London  List.  Turn  up  in 
force  to  support  them  with  Host  Shepherd  and — 
T.  G.  GiBBS. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.  —  On  Dec.  80  Messrs.  Carr, 
Nol)by  and  Taylor  weighed-in  some  decent  roach  ;  the 
two  monthly  prizes  were  won  by  Carr  and  F.  Dove. 
The  next  outing  is  to  Bourne  End  on  Jan.  27.  Four 
prizes. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Batemau-street,  Soho. — On  Dec.  29,  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  notwithstanding  the  weather 
it  was,  returned  with  nice  show,s  of  fish.  Jlessrs. 
Pope-Longland,  H.  Lewis,  and  Brand  being  the  chief 
weighers-in.  I  hope  members  will  attend  next  week. — 
J.  Gibbons. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Club,  Grafton  Arms, 
Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Dec.  30  a  few 
of  our  members  were  out,  when  the  following  were 
successfal  :  Mr.  Ben  Smith,  roach  ;  W.  Roach,  roach  ; 
and  G.  Campbell,  roach.  Our  third  outing  has  been 
arranged  to  take  place  at  Pangbourne  on  Feb.  10. 
Usual  conditions. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Jan.  1  Mr. 
Pettit  weighed-in  a  show  of  roach  (largest  14f  oz.  and 
12oz.),  and  Mr.  Fletcher,  specimen  roach,  lib.  4|oz. 
Our  next  cup  outing  takes  place  at  Hampton  Court  on 
the  Jan.  13,  all  members  to  return  by  the  6.10  train. 
— R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Dec.  29  Mr. 
W.  Costin  weighed-in  roach,  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank.  On  Jan.  6  our  monthly  outing  will  take  place 
at  Hampton  Court.  Hope  all  members  will  turn  up. — 
J.  H.  Davies. 

South  Iiondon  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  go  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  A.  S.,  Thomas  a  Becket,  Old  Kent  Road,  on 
IMonday,  Jan.  7. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse,  E. — The  final  result  of  our  last 
match:  Chamberlain,  1 ;  C.  Bolding,  2;  Brock,  3; 
Morgan,  4 ;  Gerrard,  5 ;  Grimrod,  6 ;  F.  Jewson  and 
Jolly  a  tie.  Although  several  of  our  members  were 
out  "on  Dec.  30  and  caught  fish,  there  was  not  one  to 
weigh-in. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Several  members  have  been  out 
during  the  holidays,  but  sport  has  been  very  unsatis- 
factorv,  owing  in  great  measure  to  the  weather.  The 
only  notable  takes  have  been  by  Messrs.  H.  Pain  and 
Jenkins,  with  roach  and  dace.  We  had  a  rather  quiet 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  members  not  having  got  over  the 
festivities,  I  presume.  JNIr.  Barker  brought  in  a  case 
of  roach  from  the  preserves,  which  came  in  for  a  deal 
of  criticism.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  attendance  on 
the  next  meeting  night,  as  the  Jammry  outing  is 
nearly  due. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-.street,  Stratford.  —  Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  : — Messrs.  Grande  (roach). 
Race  (roach),  Sandiland  (roach  and  bream),  Simmons 
(roach  and  dace),  Payne  (jack). — G.  A.  Payne. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers. 

— Three  out  of  the  four  prizes  offered  for  Christmas 
week  were  taken.  Specimen  fish  only.  Mr.  A.  Osborne 
weighed-in  a  splendid  roach,  llb.Boz.  ;  Mr.  Greenwood, 
a  bream,  lib.  12ioz.  ;  Sir.  Barrow,  a  dace,  5Joz.  Mr. 
Barrow  also  weighed-in  a  perch,  but  no  member  was 
allowed  to  take  two  prizes.  I  am  pleased  to  report  the 
majority  of  fish  taken  were  returned,  as  prizes  were 
for  specimen  fish  only.    A  general  meeting  will  be  held 
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on  Wednesday  next,  when  prizes  will  be  presented. — 
Hon.  Si'X'. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed-ni  fish  from  the 
Thames  and  elsewhere:  Messrs.  H.  Fordham,  W, 
Morton,  J.  Wood,  W.  Dragc,  R.  Clcmison,  J.  Payne. 
S.  Drage,  and  J.  Cockcrton.  Tlie  prize  winners  at  th(! 
Boxing  Day  match  at  Pangl)ourne  were  :  Messrs.  W. 
Drage,  first ;  J.  Payne,  second  ;  S.  Drage,  third ;  J. 
Cockerton,  fourth ;  and  R.  Clemison,  a  given  prize. 
Our  supper  with  the  Greenwich  Brothers  takes  place 
on  the  10th  inst.  at  Host  Mackrell's. — F.  Bkak. 

"Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society.— On  Jan. 

26  J.  Toothill  and  T.  .Austin  weighed-in  a  very  fine 
show  of  roach.  Member.s^kindly  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  we  hope  to  see  om-  .secretary  hack  again  at 
his  post. — A.  J.  Haines. 

"W^i-lton    and    Cotton    Angling  Association, 

Crown  and  Woolpack,  1(52,  St.  John  -  street  -  road, 
Islington. — We  liave  had  a  few  jack,  perch  and  chub 
weighed-in  lately,  taken  by  Messrs.  Hilton,  H.  Moore 
and  Cuddon.  Largest  perch,  lib.  2oz.,  and  the  largest 
jack,  41b.  13oz.— J.  N.  Cuddon. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hilliugdon-street,  Walworth,  S.P^. — The  January  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  0  at  Datchet.  I  hope  to 
see  all  members  turn  out.  Will  all  connnitteemen 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  up  the  final  prize  list 
of  the  season. — W.  Cox. 

"West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members 
were  out  on  Dec.  30,  and  the  following  weighed-in 
fish  :— Mr.  Pethurst,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr. 
Vale,  all  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Turner,  jack. — R, 
Lowther. 

"Woking  Angling  Society,  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Horsell. — Members  will  please  bear  in  mind  that 
according  to  our  rules  the  prize  season  closed  on 
Monday,  Dec.  31,  and  a  meeting  will  be  called  at  an 
earlv  date  to  discuss  the  future  welfare  of  our  society. 
I  would  also  call  special  attention  of  members  and 
friends  to  the  chat  on  reaching,  which  ^Ir.  A.  G.  Clinton 
has  kindly  promised  to  give  at  our  headquarters  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  26,  at  8  p.m.  We  shall  be  very  pleased 
to  see  friends  and  members  of  other  societies  present. 
— Weyside  Wanderer. 


TOO  LATE  FOR  CLASSIFICATION. 

Bermondsey  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — Only  three  members  weighed-in 
on  Dec.  30.,  Messrs.  J.  INIartin,  J.  Smith  and  J.  Wigley. 
The  competition  for  the  January  series  of  prizes  will 
be  fished  on  the  13th,  place  and  condition  to  be  decided 
at  the  meeting  on  the  9th. — Alf.  Conn. 

The  East  Dulwich  Anglers,  "  Lord  Palmerston 
Hotel,"  East  Dulwich,  S.E.— :\Iessrs.  Bannister  and 
Lee  went  to  Boxmoor  on  Dec.  29,  to  sample  a  stretch 
of  water,  which  we  anticipate  renting  for  the  use  of 
club  members.  The  water  was  in  good  condition,  and 
during  Monday  landed  451b.  of  fish  (jack,  roach,  and 
perch),  and  which  were  shown  at  the  club  on  Monday 
evening  (heaviest  jack  91b.). — E.  Dyball. 

Walham  G-roen  and  Chelsea  Aagling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.—With  regret  we  hear 
of  our  late  member,  Mr.  E.  Southall,  dying  on  Dec.  24. 
I  hope  all  members  and  friends  will  give  their  greatest 
support.  J.  W.  Palmer  had  roach  and  chub,  W.  Kerry, 
roach,  and  G.  Bradlev,  roach.  J.  W.  Palmer,  roach, 
and  W.  Kerry,  roach,  Dec.  30.  ilr.  F.  Templeman 
was  nominated  as  a  working  member. — W.  L.  Kerry. 


THAMES    RESTOCKIXd  ASSOOIATIOX. 

The  quarterly  committee  meeting  of  the  above 
association  was  held  at  Carr's  Restaiu-ant,  Strand,  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  presiding.  Several 
letters  were  read  by  the  hon.  sec,  showing  the  arrange- 
ments being  made  "for  placing  6,000  coarse  fish  in  the 
Thames ;  and  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  A.  Stevenson, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation 
Association,  thanking  the  T.  R.  A.  for  placing  1.000 
coarse  fish  iu  the  Thames  at  Windsor,  and  votes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Sainty 
for  seeing  the  fish  safelv  transferred  to  the  I'iver.  A 
letter  was  read  from  ilr.  T.  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  offering  on  reasonable  terms  :300  carp  of  Sin. 
to  12in.,  and  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J.  Harwood, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Amphlett.  it  was  decided  to  purchase 
the  same  and  turn  the  carp  into  the  Thames.  Mr. 
Holt  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
which  was  agreed,  and  the  meeting  closed. 
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Complaints  are  continually  being  made  because 
club  reports  and  other  matter  do  not  appear  in  the 
current  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  '  The 
reason  is  not  far  to  seek — they  are  not  posted  in  time. 
.  Five  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening  is  positively  the  latest 
moment  to  receive  copy — and  when  it  can  be  sent  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday — or  early  Thursday 
morning,  it  will  greatly  facilitate  the  publishing  at 
Two  o'clock  on  Fiidai/s. 


I  KEGRET  to  hear  of  the  sudden  decease  of  Mr.  R.  C. 
Preston-Gardner,  a  well-kuown  member  of  the  FI3'- 
fishers  Club,  the  British  Sea  Anglers  and  Piscatorial 
Societies.  A  short  notice  with  portrait  will  appear 
next  week. 

Mr.  Frank  Griffin  called  on  me  recently  to 
acquaint  me  of  his  brother's  decease.  The  Friendly 
Anglers  have  sustained  a  severe  loss  by  the  sadly 
sudden  death  of  one  of  their  oldest  and  most  esteemed 
members,  Mr.  William  Griffin,  who  had  done  much 
good  work  for  them  as  Deputy  Water  Warden.  His 
end  came  practically  on  the  scene  of  his  waterside 
work  and  pleasm-e  at  Rickmansworth.  The  roll  of 
his  society  does  not,  and  is  not,  likely  in  the  future  to 
include  the  name  of  a  more  amiable  and  kindly-dis- 
posed sportsman.  He  was  as  much  "  at  home  "  with 
the  gun  as  the  rod.    Reqnicscat  in  pace. 

"Sub  Rosa!"  That  is  to  say,  "Keep  it  quiet!" 
"  S.  L.  H.,"  in  the  Morning  Leader,  ascribes  the  fol- 
lowing mild  story  to  Weston-super-Mare,  but  I  can 
assure  him  it  has  done  good  duty  all  over  the  Weston- 
Hemisphere : — Years,  eras,  centuries  come  and  go, 
begin  and  end,  but  the  fishing  tale  goes  on  for  ever. 
The  latest,  though  I  am  pleased  to  think  not  the  last, 
has  been  taken  from  a  Weston-super-Mare  paper,  and 
here  it  is  :  "  Two  men  were  fishing  in  Lake  Descheues 
— a  broad  and  beautiful  expanse  of  the  Ottawa  river. 
Feeling  that  a  large  fish  was  on  the  line,  one  of  the 
men  ingeniously  yoked  the  yacht's  engines  to  the  task 
of  hauling  it  in."  We  have  here  immense  size  cleverly 
suggested,  for  it  could  be  no  little  fish  which  caused 
a  couple  of  men  to  pass  on  the  labour  of  hauling  it  in 
to  a  steam  engine. 


Then  the  tinkle  of  approaching  sleigh-bells  was 
heard,  and  the  fish  appeared  wearing  a  complete  set  of 
sleigh  harness — collar  round  the  gills,  saddle  transfixed 
by  the  dorsal  fin,  and  the  trace  chains  dangling 
towards  the  tail !  The  reader  will  see  what  is  coming, 
for  "  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity  "  soon  turned 
up,  claimed  the  harness,  and  said  that  a  horse  of  his 
wearing  that  harness  had  tumbled  into  the  lake  ten 
years  before,  and  the  fish,  having  eaten  the  horse, 
wore  the  harness — as  a  sort  of  trophy,  I  suppose.  But 
there  is  a  touch  of  levity  about  this  concluding  remark 
which  causes  me  to  hesitate  before  believing  the  tale 
— "the  taste  of  the  fish  had  undergone  no  change 
during  the  ten  years,  for  the  bait  with  which  he  was 
taken  was  a  Bologna  sausage  !  " 


It  is  really  hardly  worth  mentioning  that  a  pike 
can  eat  or  swallow  anything  that  comes  in  its  way, 
much  less  a  few  dozen  "  sardine "  snaps.  I  have 
known  them  to  eat  coke !  Mr.  Queleh,  of  Oxford, 
while  spinning  with  a  formaliued  sprat,  caught  a  jack 
which,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  contents  of  its 
stomach,  weighed  5Jlb.  On  his  way  home,  when 
showing  the  jack  to  the  landlord  of  an  inn,  some  small 
fish  were  seen  in  its  mouth,  and  .32  were  shaken  out. 
In  Oxford,  on  telling  some  friends  of  the  incident,  and 
finding  them  incredulous,  he  produced  the  pike,  ex- 
X)ecting  to  find  two  or  three  more  small  fish  in  it,  and 
30  more  were  squeezed  out.  Ultimately,  to  ascertain 
the  exact  limits  of  the  fish's  appetite, "the  pike  was 
opened,  and  60  more  fry  were  found,  bringing  up  the 
total  to  126  fish,  consisting  of  minnows,  small  dace, 
and  roach,  the  largest  being  about  a  thumb's  length 
long.  Now,  you  gentlemen  of  the  Re-stocking  Asso- 
ciations, here's  a  bit  of  arithmetic  for  you  :  One  jack 
of  b^Vo.  =  126  small  fish.  How  many  fish  will  be 
required  to  support  126  jack  for  one  year — supposing 
that  the  number  stated  were  "taken"  in  one  day? 

From  lists  sent  in  competition,  the  Academy  pub- 
lishes a  plebiscite  list  of  the  ten  books  written  in 
English  in  the  nineteenth  century  which  no  Enlish 
home  should  be  without — exclusively,  of  course,  of 
encyclopaedias  and  works  of  reference  generally. 
Thackeray's  "  Vanity  Fair "  heads  the  poll,  and  'is 
followed  in  the  order  here  given  by  "  Pickwick 
Papers,"  "Origin  of  Sijecies,"  "In  Memoriam," 
"  Sartor  Resartus,"  "  Waverley,"  "  Modern  Painters," 
"  Essays  of  Elia,"  "  Adam  Bede,"  and  "  Macaulay's 
Essays."  The  Academ.y  has  evidently  forgotten  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


The  following  story  of  an  absent-minded  man  is  told 
by  a  contemporary.  He  went  into  a  restaurant,  read 
his  paper,  and  at  last,  roused  by  a  waiter,  ordered  coffee 
and  a  ham  sandwich.  The  waiter  executed  the  order 
and  deposited  with  the  homely  fare  a  large  pasteboard 
check.  The  absent-minded  one  went  on  reading  his 
paper.  Some  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  waiter  re- 
turned. "Anything  more,  sir?"  he  said.  "Yes!" 
snapped  the  man,  "  get  me  a  fresh  sandwich  ;  the  one 
you  brought  was  dry  as  a  bone."  The  waiter  looked 
down  and  gasped.  "  Lor !  ",- he  exclaimed,  "  hero's  the 
sandwich  I  brought !    You've  eaten  the  check !  " 


Some  good  catches  were  made  by  Scarborough  sea 
anglers  fishing  at  Scalby  Ness,  a  little  north  of  the 
town,  on  Dec.  29.  The  conditions  were  rendered 
favourable  by  the  heavy  swell  caused  by  the  gale,  and 
the  water  being  of  the  right  colour.  One  angler 
secured  an  18lb.  cod  and  a  6-poimder  ;  a  second  also 
two  fish  weighing  respectively  111b.  and  2Jlb.,  and  a 
third  a  15-pounder. 


Whilst  salmon-fishing  in  Scotland  the  other  day  in 
a  gale,  says  the  Pink  'IJn,  a  sportsman  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  bury  his  fly -tii  the  back  of  his  head. 
Nothing  but  a  surgical  operation  could  remove  it. 
Rather  than  give  up  his  day,  our  friend  cut  his  line, 
put  on  a  new  fly,  and  commenced  afresh.  Presently  a 
passer-by  greeted  him  with  the  remark,  "  You  have 
a  fly  in  your  head."  "  I  am  aware,"  grimly  replied 
our  friend ;  and  he  continued  to  thrash  the  waters 
without  success.  Ten  minutes  later  a  second  specta- 
tor arrived,  and  after  standing  for  a  short  time  behind 
him,  said,  "  Why,  sir,  you  have  a  fly  in  your  head." 
This  was  too  much  for  our  friend,  who  at  once 
replied,  "  Hang  3'ou,  sir,  I  put  it  there  to  dry  !  " 


The  Harbour  Lights. 

'Mid  breaking  surge  or  lapping  wave, 

In  storm  or  cloudless  skies. 
Where  broad  Minola  meets  the  sea, 

The  snowwhite  light  towers  rise. 

By  day,  to  all  that  by  them  pass, 

A  force  reserved  they  show. 
Yet,  silent,  greet,  through  simple  strength, 

The  ships  that  seaward  go. 

By  night,  good  cheer  they  flash  across 

The  black  expanse  of  deep  ; 
Two  watchful  eyes,  with  lids  unclosed, 

A  vigil  true  they  keep. 

Amid  the  days  of  summer  calm. 

And  atmosphere  mist-free. 
Tall  specks  of  white,  they  rise  to  sight, 

Fair  landmarks  of  the  sea. 

When  strangling  fog,  drear,  dread  and  grey, 

Enfolds  them  in  its  shroud, 
Undaunted,  still,  to  groping  prows 

Their  warning  rings  aloud. 

How  many  hearts  that  beat  their  lives 

Two-thirds  upon  the  wave. 
Have  blessed  these  towers  that  served  as  guides 

And  right  direction  gave  ? 

And,  oh,  may  all  that  from  them  sail 

Across  the  watery  main. 
Who  knows  their  cheer  and  timely  aid. 

Put  back  to  them  again  ! 

Springfield  Republican. 


"The  pike,  15Jlb.,  caught  by  Mr.  IMapley,  and  to 
which  we  referred  last  week,"  says  the  Bucks  Standard; 
"  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  E.  Cook,  taxidermist,  of  this 
town  (Newport  Pagnell),  who,  upon  opening  it,  dis- 
covered, firmly  embedded  in  the  entrails,  a  snaphook 
and  gimp  trace  with  leads  and  thin  lead  wrapped 
round  the  gimp  to  add  to  the  weight,  thus  showing 
that  the  fish  had  given  another  anoler  a  little  sport 
and  a  good  deal  of  disappointment.  Perhaps  a  reader 
of  this  paragraph  may  be  able  to  claim  ownership  of 
the  said  trace,  that  is,  if  his  disappointment  will  allow 
him  to  come  forward." 


The  holiday  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is 
still  continuing  its  success,  and  will  remain  in  full 
over  next  week.  The  arrival  of  Lord  Roberts  adds 
interest  to  the  excellent  series  of  cinematograph 
pictures  which  are  sliown  twice  daily  on  the  central 
stage.  The  all-round  character  of  the  entertainments 
renders  them  acceptable  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. A  cat  show  will  be  held  in  St.  Stephen's 
Great  Hall  on  Jan.  15  and  16. 


Whilst  roach  fishing  in  the  Kennet  at  Midgham  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  H.  Stacey,  of  Suttons'  Angling 
Association,  caught,  besides  a  good  show  of  nice  roach, 
three  well-conditioned  chub,  weighing  21b  lOoz.,  31b. 
2oz.,  and  Blb.^lOoz.  respectively.  These  all  being  taken 


in  the  space  of  20  minutes,  on  a  very  fine  tight  lino, 
gave  good  sport.  Last  week,  savs  the  'Reading 
Observer,  we  recorded  a  fine  catch  of  roach  by 
Inspector  Lickley,  of  the  Reading  Police  Force.  On 
Boxing  Day  the  same  angler  took  one  roach  from  the 
Konnet  weighing  21b.  1  oz. 


In  answer  to  inquiries  as  to  Southend  Pier,  I  hear 
that  the  damage  caused  to  the  "  Extension  "  has  not 
yet  been  made  good,  but  that  angling  maybe  indulged 
in,  as  usual,  from  the  Pier. 


Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Bell,  R.N.,  has  resigned 
his  appointment  as  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Upper 
Thames  Navigation,  under  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board.  His  successor  is  Mr.  E.  Laurie,  of  Kingston, 
who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  district  below  Staines, 
and  who  now  becomes  Chief  Inspector  of  the  whole  of 
the  Thames,  from  Cricklade  to  Teddington.  Four 
sub-inspectors  have  been  appointed  under  the  new 
chief  officer. 


The  January  number  of  Thames  Angling  News  is  to  ; 
hand,  and  is  quite  a  Christmas  pudding — I  mean,  as 
usual,  full  of  plums.  The  "  Tluiines  Gossip  "  is  its 
2>iece  de  resistance,  but  it  also  contains  articles  by 
well-known  anglers.  Dr.  Turrell  gives  some  interesting 
"Notes  from  Oxford";  Shirley  Pox  some  "  Wrinkles 
about  Golden  Tench  "  ;  "  Straw  Hat  "  some  "  Reminis- 
cences," &c.,  &c.  The  price  of  this  little  monthly  is 
Id.,  and  will  bo  sent  post-free  for  one  year  for  Is.  C>d., 
on  application  to  F.  H,  Amphlett,  47,  High-street, 
Kingston-on-Thames. 


Speaking  of  the  recent  disastrous  floods,  the-Evening 
Neivs  s;i\:-  ;  "Tile  River  Avon  at  Kalli  lias  fallen  con- 
sideralil's  ,  ninl  Mayor  has   u  i-murd  for  the  dis- 

tribution fioiii  llir  Kloiid  Rfruf  li'uiid  of  coal  to 
persons  who  lia\.'  ivlnmed  to  their  homes.  At 
Stamford,  where  t.lio  waters  are  subsiding,  more  than 
a  hundredweight  of  eels  have  been  secured  from  under- 
neath the  barrels  of  a  flooded  public-house  cellar; 
largo  numbers  of  fish,  too,  were  caught  in  the  lower 
storeys  of  private  houses.  The  floods  in  the  Newark 
district  have  risen  two  fn-t  sinrr  Tnesday  night,  and 
the  inundation  is  nearin;,;  llir  lin-lii  df  tin-  inundation 
of  1875.  Several  main  loads  arc  ijupassable.  The 
floods  now  wash  the  walls  of  Newark  Castle,  and 
extend  many  miles  round  the  town. 


According  to  the  American  Fishing  Ga-ette  a  now 
article  of  trade  in  the  fish  line  is  r\ a]M.)ati'd  sliriniiis, 
which  have  quite  lately  been  put  iqnm  the  vnaiket  by 
the  Strohmeyer  and  Arpo  Company,  33,  Water-street, 
New  York.  These  are  known  as  Alicia  shrimps,  and 
in  lib.  comprises  the  nutriment  and  value  of  101b.  of 
fresh  shrimps,  besides  having  a  finer  flavour.  For 
curries,  gumbo,  salad,  and  other  dishes  in  which 
shrimps  form  such  a  desirable  constituent,  the 
evaporated  shrimps  are  certainly  a  capital  thing. 
They  are  sold  to  the  jobbing  trade  at  28c.  per  lb.  I 
must  certainly  got  a  pound  of  Alicias,  and  if  I  don't 
like  the  flavour  I  will  try  them  at  Deal  for  conger. 


Turtle  Soup  I  Who  said  soup  ?  Although  during 
the  festive  season  my  doctor  told  me  I  was  livery,  I 
do  not  belong  to  any  Livery  Comjiany — wish  I  did,  if 
only  for  the  soup.  A  sna])i)iii,L;  turtle,  the  largest  ever 
seen  in  New  Jersey,  was  taken  recently  from  the  bed 
of  Greenwood  Lake,  which  had  been  drained  down. 
There  was  no  means  to  hand  of  weighing  it  (although 
it  was  estimated  by  several  "  hefters  "  who  tackled  it 
at  801b.),  but  it  measured  43  inches  from  nose  to  tip  of 
tail,  and  27  inches  length  of  "carapace."  After  he 
was  photographed  a  turtle  sharp  showed  how  to  take 
all  the  fight  out  of  a  snapper  and  make  him  a  peaceful 
travelling  companion.  Taking  a  stick  of  hard  wood 
4  inches  long,  he  notched  it  near  each  end  and 
securely  tied  two  ]i)ieces  of  stout  string  to  it.  He 
dangled  the  stick  in  front  of  the  turtle  mitil  it  seized 
it  in  its  jaws  and  then  tied  the  loose  ends  together 
over  the  plastron  and  just  under  the  tail.  The  wicked 
head  was  thus  forced  back  into  the  shell  and  the 
turtle  effectually  gagged. 


The  Gresham  Anglers  took  possession,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  of  their  new  and  spacious  rooms  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel.  Aldersgate-street,  E.G.  The  Bristol 
Room  has  been  made  "beautiful  for  ever"  by  those 
who  kindly  undertook  to  transfer  the  library,  museum, 
cases  of  fish,  pictures,  &c.,  to  their  new  home.  The 
first  "  big"  meeting  will  bo  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  15,  when 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  will  read  a  paper  on  "Casting  from 
the  Reel,"  and  show  members  and  visitors  "How  it's 
done !  "  The  skeleton  liead  of  a  2|-cwt.  shark,  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Ladell  is  worth  seeing.  The  "  Bristol  " 
at  the  Manchester  is  a  handsome  room,  and  the  Gres- 
hamites  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  new  "  move." 

Dragnet. 
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provincial  IWotes, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  duriug  the  holidays  has  been  anything 
hut  good  for  anglers,  although  some  few  have  been  out 
and  met  with  some  little  sport.    The  members  of  tlie 
Severn  Street  Society,  who  rent  a  nice  bit  of  water  at 
Asten  Cantlow,  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the 
way  in  which  their  water  has  provided  sport  for  them, 
as  some  very  nice  catches  of  dace  have  been  secured 
from  the  back-waters,   together  with   a   few  pike, 
the  largest  weighing  about  5Jlb,    Some  of.  the  Pools  in 
Sutton'Park  have  been  fished  with  some  little  success. 
On  Tuesday  evening  last  I  saw  some  very  fine  eels 
which  had  been  caught  in  a  trap  at  one  of  the  Pools  ; 
there  were  about  thirty  taken  in  all,  the  largest  about 
51b.  and  about  six  over  4Jlb.    River  fishing  has 
been  very  quiet,  owing  to  the  heavy  and  constant 
rains.    The  season  is  very  mild  for  the  time  of  the 
year.    One  of  the  members  of  the  Severn  Street 
Club  collected   a  bunch  of  daisies  on  Boxing  Day 
from  one  of  the  meadows  close  to  their  water.  The 
Harborue    Reservoir     has    been    well  patronised 
during  the  holidays,  and  a  few  small  pike  have  been 
taken  with  tlie  live  bait.     With'  a  change  in  the 
weather,  and  when  our  local  rivers  get  to  their  normal 
height  again,  some  good  reports  should  come  to  hand 
from  the    Severn,  Trent,  and   Avon,   but   in  their 
present  condition  thoy  are  not  fishable.     The  Vine 
Unity  have   given   up   their  water   on   the  Trent 
at  King's  Bromley,  and  it  will  be  to  let  in  March. 
The  water  is  rather  difficult  to  get  at,  but '  it  con- 
tains some  good  fish,  and  no  doubt  it  will  not  be 
long  before  it  is  taken  by  some  of  our  other  clubs. 
The  new  travelling  cards  .  for  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  are  printed  and  on  their  way  to  London  to 
receive  the  official  stamp  of  the  company ;  but  as 
there  are  about  20,000  to  be  stamped,  and  they  have  to 
he  done  one  at  a  time  by  hand,  it  will  take  some  time 
before    they   are    sent    back    to    Birmingham  for 
distribution  ;    but    in    the    meantime    the  railway 
companies  will  acknowledge  the  old  ones.    A  special 
general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thurs- 
day evening  next,  when  the  working  committee  for 
1901  will  be  elected,  together  with  an  auditor,  from 
the  general  body  of  delegates.  The  retiring  committee 
have  worked  well  during  the  past  year,  and  I  hope  to 
see  the  majority  of  them  re-elected  again.    The  St. 
Paul's  Society  held  their  annual  ball  at  the  Chapel 
Hotel,  Great  Charles-street,    on  Boxing  Day,  and 
turned  out  a  big  success ;  the  large  room  was  crowded, 
and  a  substantial  sura  will  be  added  to  the  club's 
prize  fund.    The  St.  Stephen's  Club,  together  with 
some  of  our  other  influential  clubs,  intend  holding 
concerts  in  aid  of  their  various  funds  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill.     The  Fruitful  Vine  and  Gun 
Societies  have  partly  arranged  for  theirs  to  be  held  at 
the  house  mentioned.    The  Birmingham  Association's 
annual  dinner  will  shortly  be  held,  the  date  of  which 
will  be  early  in  March,  but  the  committee  will  decide 
this  at  their  next  meeting. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening)  angling  in 
the  Fen  waters  was  at  a  complete  standstill.  All  the 
rivers  and  drains  are  running  in  heavy  flood  conse- 
quent upon  Sunday's  phenomenal  rainstorm,  when 
2|-  inches  of  rain  fell  in  24  hours.  On  Monday  the 
rtreams  rose  very  rapidly,  and  many  overflowed  their 
banks  to  such  an  extent  that  hmidreds  of  acres  of  land 
ire  submerged.  Some  days  must  elapse  before  the 
waters  subside  sufficiently  to  enable  angling  pursuits 
fco  be  resumed.  Before  the  rainstorm  most  successful 
sport  y  was  had  on  the  Witham,  Welland,  Forty-foot, 
md  Glen.  Roach  were  in  their  best  feeding  humour^ 
md  some  prodigious  bags  were  made  up  to  Saturday 
ivith  both  worm  and  paste  baits.  Trolling  had  also 
H-oved  most  remunerative,  and  fish  weighing  up  to 
Lllb.  had  been  accounted  for. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  remarkable  mild  weather  of  December  caused 
mr  local  anglers  ,  to  be  out  in  quest  of  sport  in  large 
lumbers,  and  roach  fishing  on  the  river  Hull  was 
lever  better  during  the  winter  season  in  the  memory 
)f  the  oldest  angler,  for  some  extraordinary  good 
;atches  have  been  made  in  most  parts  of  both  the 
iver  and  its  tributaries  during  the  past  few  weeks  ; 
md  during  the  holidays,  although  the  weather  on  the 
yhole  was  detrimental  to  sport,  yet  at  times  our  local 
mthusiasts  succeeded  in  making  some  very  decent ' 
laskets,  and  one  angler  in  particular,  Mr."  Walter 
Tray,  secured  a  basket  of  very  nice  roach  that  scaled 
n  the  aggregate  about  201b.  ;  and  other  anglers  fared 
ery  well,  amongst  whom  Mr.  W.  I.  Barker,  of  the 
^orth  Myton  Association,  had  a  dozen  good  fish, 
nd  Mr.  Arthur  Waitcs,  amongst  other  fish,  had 
ue  that  scaled  lib.  SJoz.  But  from  Thursday 
o  the  advent  of  the  new  century,  very  heavy  squalls, 
ulminating  at  times  into  a  perfect  gale,  completely 
ut  a  stop  to  angling  operations,  and  have  filled  the 


rivers  and  streams  to  such  an  extent  that  conditions, 
oven  if  the  weather  becomes  fine,  are  such  that  little 
sport  need  be  anticipated  in  any  quarter  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  coming  week,  when  the  neap  tides 
no  doubt  will  have  the  cffe.ct  of  subsiding  the  waters 
somewhat,  and  bringing  the  streams  into  a  more 
normal  condition,  that  is  providing  we  have  no  more 
heavy  storms.    To-day  (Wednesday)  we  are  having  a 
little   frost   and   slight   sunshine,  which,  although 
rather  detrimental  to  roach  fishing  if  it  continues, 
jc.t  on  the  other  hand  it  will  greatly  benefit  both 
grayling  and  pike  fishers,  who  have  had  but  very 
indifferent  sport  of  late.    I  hear  that  several  new 
societies  are  about   to  —  if  they  have  not  already 
—  become    affiliated    to    the    Hull    and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  which  will  con- 
siderably strengthen  the  Association,  and  as  the  new 
president,  Mr.  W.  P.  B.  Calvert,  has  arranged  a  very 
good  programme  for  the  coming  season,  no  doubt  the 
council  meeting  to  be  held  to-night  (Wednesday)  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel,  being  the  first  one  of  the  new  cen- 
tury, will  be  well  attended  by  delegates  from  the  various 
clubs  affiliated  thereto  ;  and  for  the  benefit  of  Hull 
anglers,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  societies  who  are 
holding  aloof  will  join  the  Association  during  the  season, 
and  further  strengthen  its  hands,  for  many  matters  of 
great  interest  to  Hull  anglers  will  come  before  the 
Council  during  the  present  year.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association  of  East  Hull  held  their  annual  gathering 
and  prize  presentation  the  other  evening  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  and  amongst  the  numerous  prizes  presented  was 
the  Association's  silver  challenge  cup,  which  has  had 
about  a  ten  years'  run,  and  the  P.  I.  Robinson  cup  and  gold 
medal,  both  the  cups  and  gold  medal  being  won  this 
season  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  vice-president  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamation,  who  on  receiving  the  same  was  greeted 
with  general  applause.     In  the  aggregate  prize  list, 
which  were  twelve  in  number,  the  following  were  the 
first  six  winners  :  Mr.  A.  Hart,  with  61b.  IS^oz. ;  Mr 
A.  Todd,  61b.  goz. ;  Mr.  G.  Atkin,  51b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  W.  H 
Barker,  41b.  ISJoz. ;  Mr.  A.  Wright,  41b.  e^jz.  ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Wharram,  31b.  14oz. ;  and  after  the  distribution 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  conviviality. 
A  large  gathering  of  anglers,  and  their  wives  and 
sweethearts,  assembled  at  the  St.  George's  Hall  on 
Boxing  night,  to  the  number  of  about  500,  the  occasion 
being  the  annual  soiree  and  ball  of  the  Clarence 
Angling  Association,  and  a  most  successful  and  pleasant 
evening  was  spent,  every  one  present  thoroughly 
enjoying  themselves.  ° 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  weather  during  the  holidays  has  been  simply 
atrocious,  varying  from  a  life-destroying  storm  to  a 
warm  spring  day,  and  when  you  interview  experts  like 
om-  old  friend  Will  Chambers,  and  he  reports  a  depres- 
sing time  both  for  Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day, 
you  can  safely  say  sport  is  disappointing.  The  Duke 
of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  their 
annual  meeting  on  the  7th.  The  agenda  will  ,  include 
the  election  of  officers  and  several  items  of  general 
interest.  There  are  several'  clubs  who  have  important 
business  on  hand,  but  who  have  not  made  any  report. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Gorton  Angling  Society  is 
reported  a  most  enjoyable  one  and  full  of  interest. 
Both  the  report  and  balance-sheet  were  considered 
satisfactory,  and  distinctly  showed  how  firmly  the 
Society  stood.  The  following  is  the  next  executive  : — 
President,  Councillor  E.  Scully ;  chairman,  Mr.  T. 
Stanton ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  J.  Kay ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  J.  Warburton ;  secretary,  Mr.  George  W.  Booth- 
royd ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Godson ;  committee, 
Messrs.  J.  Godson.  W.  Watson,  W.  .  Wilson, 
H.  Pallant,  and  W.  Webb ;  delegate  to  all  general 
meetings,  Mr.  C.  Godson.  The  members  of  the 
Good  Intent  Angling  Society  are  to  have  another  paper 
from  their  guiding  star,  Mr.  W.  Smith  Nightingale, 
on  the  14th.  As  usual  the  subject  deals  with  our 
favourite  sport.  Not  much  has  been  heard  lately  of 
the  gallant  effort  of  our  fellow  townsman,  Mr.  Selk^, 
to  capture  in  the  present  season  1,000  pike.  The  last 
official  news  was  something  over  400 ;  the  Christmas 
holidays  have  no  doubt  interfered,  but  before  the  close 
season  comes  no  doubt  every  effort  will  be  put  forth  to 
complete  the  self-imposed  task. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 


The  great  event  of  this  week  is  the  _annual  business 
meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association. 
Perhaps  no  association  has  made  more  rapid  progress 
during  the  past  few  years  than  has  this  one,  and  yet 
they  have  not  been  allowed  to  go  on  peacefully.  How 
any  angler  professing  an  affection  for  the  gentle  art  can 
indulge  in  any  friction  is  hard  to  understand,  5'et  it  is 
so  in  this  one  case.  The  report  presented  at  the 
meeting  was  full  of  encouraging  items,  and  any 
member  still  unwilling  to  be  satisfied  is  hard  indeed 
to  please.  The  amount  of  prizes  offered  for  specimen 
fish  is  under  that  of  last  year — viz.,  £7  7s.  instead  of 
£8  5s.,  but  still  the  competition  has  been  a  keen  one. 
During  the  season  97  fish  were  weighed  in,  and  the 
total  of  1201b.  2oz.  5dr.,  shows  an  average  per  fish 
of  lib.  3oz.  13dr.,  and  an  average  value  of  four-fifths 


of  these  twenty-two  prizes  were  won  in  Association 
waters,  and  eighteen  in  other  waters.  The  holidays 
have  very  much  interfered  with  many  ordinary 
meetings,  amongst  which  is  that  of  the  Convivials 
Bolton.  This  adjourned  meeting  is  fixed  for  the  7th,  and 
after  the  ordinary  business  supper  will  be  served,  and 
the  attendance  of  every  member  is  asked  for.  After  care- 
ful inquiry,  the  only  opinion  that  can  bo  formed  of 
sport  m  the  past  holidays  is  that  it  was  disappointing/. 
One  or  two  rods  got  away  to  distant  resorts  only  to 
kill  time.  The  only  decent  bit  of  sport  vouched  for 
has  been  with  paste  and  amongst  the  roach— the  basket 
of  one  expert,  over  201b.,  was  enough  to  convert  any- 
one to  paste  fishing.  During  the  next  few  weeks  we 
are  to  have  several  important  meetings  both  in  Bolton 
and  Manchester. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  very  fair  during  the  past  week, 
some  nice  baskets  of  fair-sized  fish  having  been  taken. 
During  the  week,  two  good  fish,  one  181b.  and  one 
151b.,  have  been  caught  on  Woodbastwick  Broad. 
On  Tuesday,  a  lady  caught  15Jlb.  fish  at  her  first  oa.st 
on  the  Bridge  Broad  at  Wroxham.  The  weather  lias 
improved  considerably,  and  there  are  prospects  of 
good  sport  for  a  time,  the  waters  being  in  very  fair 
condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Floods  have  stopped  fishing  on  the  Trent.  On 
Sunday  the  rainfall  in  Nottingham  during  the  twenty- 
four  hours  exceeded  IJ  inches,  thus  breaking  the 
record,  and  helping  to  bring  up  the  total  for  the  vear 
to  a  point  3  inches  higher  than  the  average  of  the  past 
thirty-three  years.  The  waters  began  to  recede  in  the 
early  hours  of  Wednesday,  and  in  the  evening  they 
had  dropped  about  a  couple  of  feet.  It  is  impossible 
to  say  what  amount  of  damage  has  been  done ;  at  all 
events,  it  must  have  been,  and  will  be,  very  serious 
indeed.  During  the  holidays  Mr.  A.  Smith,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  caught,  at  Shardlow,  a  very 
handsome  chub  of  41b.,  and  a  brace  of  roach  weighing 
lib.  each ;  and  fair  bags  of  roach  were  made  by  Mr.  P" 
W.  K.  Wallis.  At  King's  Mills  Mi:  I.  Birkin  scored 
amongst  roach,  chub,  and  perch,  and  some  choice 
lots  of  roach  were  creeled  at  Clifton  and  Wilford 
with  bread  paste.  Forty-seven  members  of  the 
Notts  Anglers'  Protection  Association  fished  a  pegged- 
down  match  for  valuable  prizes  on  their  leased 
waters  at  Trent  Lock,  and,  remarkable  to  relate, 
not  a  single  angler  succeeded  in  getting  a  fish.  The 
City  Waltonians  tried  conclusions  at  Piskerton,  and 
here  again  a  blank,  with  one  exception,  resulted.  The 
exception  was  an  eel,  caught  by  Mr.  G.  Tilley.  The 
temperature  of  the  river  must  have  been  abnormallv 
low,  otherwise  sport  must  have  resulted,  for  the  coni- 
petitors  are  for  the  most  part  skilful  bottom-fishermen. 
During  the  raging  of  the  flood  the  "flnny  'uns"  must 
have  had  a  rare  old  tossing  about,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  many  will  get  landlocked.  I  wish  all  my 
numerous  readers  a  bright  and  prosperous  New  Year, 
which,  through  the  flood,  has  already  left  an  historical 
landmark  behind. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Weather 
perhaps  recalled  some  of  the  droughts  in  recent  vears 
and  was  trying  to  make  up  a  good  average  rainfall  for 
the  expiring  century.    Be  that  as  it  may,  no  man 
living  can  remember  such  a  rapid  rise  on  the  River 
Severn  as  that  of  Sunday  night  and  Monday  morning. 
Rain  fell  continuously  through  the  whole  of  Sundav, 
accompanied  by  a  howling  wind,   and  the  rainfall 
between  9  a.m.  Sunday  and  9  a.m.  Monday  was  2-48 
inches,  which  is  equal  to  248  tons  per  acre.  The 
Severn  rose  with  unusual  rapidity,  putting  on  14  feet 
of  water  in  24  hours,  flooding  the  whole  countrv  round 
for  miles,  destroying  cattle,  horses,  whole  flocks  of 
sheep,  and  carrying  away  hayricks  and  other  things, 
and  doing  damage  on  the  railways  so  as  to  stop  traffic 
on  two  lines,  while  the  wind  has  wrought  sad  havoc  in 
places.    The  two  first  days  of  the  twentieth  centurv 
have  been  frosty  and  the  rivers  are  falling  fast ;  they 
will  have  been  well  swilled. out,  and  though  the  gray- 
ling season  will  be  over,  there  will  be  time  for  some 
good  coarse  fishing  before  the  close  season  commences. 
Very  few  anglers  were  out  up  to  Sundav,  but  some 
good  creels  of  fish  were  taken,  although  the  water  was 
high.  _  Messrs.  Tyler  and  Powell  had  a  big  catch  of 
chub  in  the  Severn,  two  miles  below  the  city,  and 
some  fine  roach  were  taken,  with  paste  for  bait. "  The 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  "at  the  Plough  Inn, 
Silver-street,    on    Friday  evening,  Jan.  11,  for  the 
revision  of  rules  and  other  important  business. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  mild  weather  so  remarkable  during  December 
was  transferred  to  January,  for  new  years  and  new 
centuries  do  not  impede  the  regular  order  of  things 
outside  the  pale  of  mundane  affairs.  Since  Izaak 
Walton  flourished  in  his  hosier's  shop  in  Fleet-street, 
and  afterwards  in  Chancery-lane,  in  Clerkenwell,  and 
elsewhere,  and  his  well-known  work,  "  The  Compleat 
Angler,"  first  appeared  in  1653,   there  have  been 
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meteorological  freaks  and  reverses,  which  douhtless 
will  recur  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  Many  anglers 
have  during  the  holidays  found  the  riversides  very  at- 
tractive, wlictlier  their  catches  of  fish  were  large  or 
small.  Sunlight  for  several  hours  together  was  no  un- 
common experience  on  Christmas  Day  and  Boxing  Day, 
and,  tempted  to  the  surface  by  the  presence  of  natural 
flies,  fish  did  not  scruple  in  taking  artificial  lures.  As 
regards  the  state  of  the  rivers,  they  were,  on  the 
whole,  in  fairly  good  trim  for  either  fly  or  bait  until 
Friday's  tempestuous  weather  spread  over  the  country, 
and,  in  a  blissful  state  of  forgetfulness  as  to  the  time 
of  year,  holiday-seekers  went  forth  with  rod  and  line 
to  try  their  luck  with  pike  and  roach  in  favourite  fish- 
ing resorts.  They  hooked  a  few  of  the  less  wary  fish, 
but  their  dreams  had  a  rude  awakening  when  the 
winds  and  the  floods  came.  Grayling  fishers  have 
been  tantalised  a  little  by  white  frosts  overnight, 
which  disappeared  to  return  not.  The  absence  of 
frost  and  the  fluctuating  atmospheric  conditions  are 
greatly  interfering  with  this  class  of  angling.  The 
grayling  season  is  drawing  to  its  close,  and,  consider- 
ing the  absence  of  frost,  it  is  rather  surprising 
to  find  that  the  fish  have  kept  so  well  in 
condition.  Winter  grayling  fishing  on  the  whole  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  disappointing.  About  thirty 
members  of  the  Scarborough  Sea  Angling  Club  took 
part  in  a  competition  at  Hayburn  Wyke  on  Boxing 
Day,  the  result  being  as  follows : — Mr.  C.  Grant,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Whitworth,  41b. ;  Mr.  Turner,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Rum- 
ford,  211b  ;  and  Mr.  Appleby,  l|lb. 


itofcs  from  ff)c  ilortr). 


There  is  no  enthusiast  like  the  rock  angler  of  the 
artizan  class.  On  New  Year's  Day  morning  three 
worthies  were  seen  wending  their  way  home  from  the 
rocks  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bay  of  Nigg, 
Aberdeen,  where  they  had  been  bringing  in  the  New 
Year.  Well,  the  weather  was  of  the  mildest  winter 
type,  but  the  sea  was  a  bit  rough  for  the  best  of  sport. 

If  the  present  "  open  winter "  continues  there  is 
certain  to  be  an  early  run  of  spring  fish,  and  already 
they  are  on  the  coast  in  considerable  numbers,  while 
the  seaward  movement  of  the  Kelt  will  be  accelerated 
in  no  mean  degree.  But  what  of  the  later  spring 
waters  ?  They  will  be  dependent  entirely  on  the  nature 
of  the  season,  and  will  certainly  be  on  the  small  side, 
as  there  is  up  to  date  practically  no  snow  on  the  hills. 


In  a  week  or  two  it  will  be  possible  to  gauge  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  season  with  a  reasonable 
amount  of  certainty ;  meantime  it  is  somewhat  prema- 
ture further  than  to  state  that  everything  points  to  an 
early  run  of  fish,  and  that  they  will  be  found  well  up 
ill  the  mid-reaches. 


The  Don  will  figure  largely  in  the  public  eye  during 
the  coming  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Scotland. 
'The  upper  proprietors  have  been  busy  for  some  con- 
siderable time  back  preparing  their  case,  and  the 
Messrs.  Pirie  will  fight  every  point  in  it. 

The  Earl  of  Kintore,  as  representing  the  riparian 
proprietors,  has  chosen  to  attack  the  abstraction  of 
water  by  the  mill-owners  and  the  Messrs.  Pirie  in  par- 
ticular. The  question  of  pollution  has  been  left  out 
in  the  meantime  as  a  second  shaft  should  the  first  one 
fail. 


Some  highly  interesting  evidence  is  promised,  and 
among  other  witnesses,  in  addition  to  the  leading 
proprietors,  will  be  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Advocate, 
than  whom  no  one  knows  the  Don  better  in  these 
parts.  He  has  fished  for  the  last  half  of  the  past 
century. 


The  hearing  of  the  Brooks  will  case  comes  on  in  a 
couple  of  weeks  or  so  in  London.  Matters  have  been 
expedited  so  as  to  take  the  English  proceedings  before 
the  Scotch.  The  Marchioness  of  Huntly  is  asking  the 
Probate  Court  to  grant  execution  of  an  earlier  will  of 
her  father's,  and  disputes  the  due  execution  of  the 
last  will. 


Should  she  be  defeated  in  the  English  Probate 
Division  she  has  the  Scotch  Courts  to  fall  back  upon 
to  prove  her  late  father  a  domiciled  Scotsman,  and 
practically  the  case  would  be  heard  over  again,  when 
she  may  claim  a  third  or  a  sixth  of  his  estate  according 
to  the  decision  of  the  judges. 


The  Tay  Loch-Tay  and  a  few  early  Highland  streams 
open  on  the  15th — some  ten  days  hence,  when,  figura- 
tively speaking,  the  ice  will  be  broken  ;  but  it  will  be 
well  into  February  before  salmon  angling  becomes 
general  in  Scotland.  And  then  it  is  that  the  ice  has 
often  to  be  broken  in  reality. 


The  Aberdeen  County  Council  has  offered  a  grant  of 
JE200  towards  the  completion  of  the  Bay  of  Nigg  Marino 
Fish  Hatchery.  This  is  the  first  grant  of  the  kind 
made  in  Scotland,  and  it  is  hoped  other  sea-board 
counties  may  follow  suit.  Special  Scotch. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


On  Monday  evening  Mr.  G.  J.  Chattertou  gave  a 
reading  before  the  members  of  the  above  society 
entitled  "  Grayling  &  Co.,  Limited."  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  vice  president,  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown, 
himself  an  ardent  grayling  fisherman.  After  angling 
experiences  had  been  related — which,  by  the  way, 
were  on  the  whole  poor — Mr.  Chatterton  commenced 
his  paper.  He  said  that  there  was  always  a  great 
element  of  uncertainty  in  fishing  for  grayling,  even 
when  climatic  conditions  seemed  to  indicate  a  perfect 
day  for  the  sport.  Fishing  for  this  "  Lorelei  "  of  the 
river  was  a  different  thing  in  public  water  as  com- 
pared with  exclusive  rivers.  A  cold,  damp,  drizzling 
day  was  unfavourable,  for  the  grayling  was  a  gladsome, 
light-hearted  creature,  rejoicing  in  the  few  hours  of 
sunshine  bestowed  in  a  winter's  day,  especially  if  the 
night  previous  had  been  frosty.  He  insisted  on  the 
necessity  of  keeping  an  absolutely  straight  line  on  the 
fly  ;  a  crooked  one  was  inimical  to  properly  hitting  the 
fish  at  that  psychological  moment  when  the  fly  was 
between  the  lips  of  the  fish  and  ere  the  fraud  has  been 
discovered  and  spat  out.  Inefficient  striking  was 
responsible  for  much  bad  sport,  and  was  the  weak  link 
in  the  chain  of  capturing  quick  rising  Thymallus. 
Both  dry  and  wet  fishing  were  dealt  with  and  ex- 
plained, and  it  was  stated  that  a  wicker  basket  was 
the  best  to  adopt  in  which  to  carry  the  spoil  home. 
The  limestone  water  grayling  of  the  Derwent  were 
decidedly  nicer  to  eat  than  those  from  the  chalk 
stream  Kennet,  and  the  Derwent,  too,  was  far  more 
difticult  to  fish  than  any  other  water  he  knew. 
Therfe  was  no  doubt  that  the  most  interesting  way  of 
catching  grayling  was  with  the  dry  fly,  and  only  small 
patterns  should  be  used.  Many  flies  were  exhibited 
dressed  principally  on  000  hooks,  which  in  the  opinion 
of  some  grayling  experts  would  be  considered  a  trifle 
small  to.  hold  big  fish.  Besides  Wickhams  Fancy, 
which  was  facile  princeps  as  a  fly,  the  Quills,  Red 
Tags  and  Olives  of  various  shades  were  capital  flies  to 
use.  The  gold-ribbed  hare's  ear  with  starling's  wings 
was  particularly  killing  at  times.  Of  course  grayling 
might  be  tempted  with  wet  flies  when  they  were  not 
rising,  and  local  practitioners  in  the  country  did  good 
execution  with  roughly-made  flies  of  a  large  size. 
The  biggest  grayling  were  taken  with  the  wet  fly,  but 
the  largest  of  all  succumbed  to  the  worm.  Mr. 
Chatterton,  by  means  of  a  long  15ft.  Scotch  spliced 
rod  termed  the  "loop  rod,"  showed  how  professional 
fishermen  on  the  upper  regions  of  the  Tweed  fish  for 
grayling.  A  long  tapered  horse-hair  line  with  a  gut 
cast  at  the  end  was  used,  but  no  reel.  Nine  flies  were 
affixed  to  the  gut,  and  heavy  bags  were  made  by  this 
means.  Mr.  Chatterton  urged  that  primarily  the 
justification  for  angling  was  to  procure  food,  but  the 
secondary  aspect,  with  which  the  Society  was  more 
particularly  concerned,  was  that  it  afforded  the  means 
of  exercising  that  ineradicable  propensity  of  in- 
tellectual man  to  wager  his  brain  power  and  delicacy 
of  hand  against  the  cunning  and  timidity  of  a  wild 
creature,  but  to  adjust  the  odds'by  affording  his  hoped-for 
prey  a  reasonable  chance  of  escape.  Nearly  2,500  years 
ago  Confucius  in  one  of  his  maxims  said  they  were 
never  to  shoot  at  a  bird  perching,  or  fish  with  a  net. 
The  Piscatorial  Society  had  acted  up  to  that  principle, 
and  their  having  done  so  was  the  justification  for  their 
existence,  and  the  reason  why  they  flourished  so  ex- 
ceedingly. The  pot-hunter  they  knew  not,  but  the 
cup-liunter  they  were  glad  to  see  among  them  ;  he  was 
making  history  in  a  small  way,  and  his  deeds  would 
be  found  in  the  chronicles  of  the  society.  In  an 
hour  (it  being  then  11  p.m.)  they  would  commence 
another  century,  and  in  some  form  or  other  the  Pis- 
catorial Society  would  enter  an  appearance  in  the  year 
2000.  They  would  be  able  to  produce  then,  as  they 
did  now,  practitioners  capable  of  illustrating  the  highest 
development  of  the  art  of  angling.  It  was  perhaps 
difficult  to  forecast  in  what  direction  progress  would 
be  made,  but  it  was  safe  to  assume  that  the  typical 
angler  of  100  years  hence  would  differ  but  little  from 
his  forefathers  of  to-day,  either  as  regarded  himself  or 
his  tackle.  They  had  the  stick  and  the  string,  and 
there  was  the  bait  at  one  end,  just  as  it  was  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  time,  with  the  cultured  gentleman  at  the 
other,  as  there  always  had  been  and  always  must  be  so 
long  as  the  canons  of  the  art  were  such  as  to  call  into 
requisition  qualities  of  mind  that  go  to  form  the  man 
of  science  or  grace  the  man  of  letters.  He  would  only 
express  finally  the  hope  that  whoever  would  be  address- 
ing the  society  on  Dec.  31,  2000,  might  be  able  to  say, 
as  he  emphatically  did  at  the  moment,  that  since  the 
foundation  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  maintain  and  to  hand  on,  pure  and  unde- 
filed,  the  traditions  of  25  centuries  of  sportsmen,  and 
that  not  one  of  their  members  had  ever  "  shot  at  a  bird 


on  the  perch  or  fished  with  a  net."  A  most  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Chatterton  for  his  capital 
paper. 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  kindly  offered  to  present  to 
the  society  for  the  Uxbridge  water  3,000  Mayfly  larvae, 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  added  a  fourth  thousand,  and 
also  graciously  expressed  his  willingness  to  see  them 
planted  in  suitable  places  in  the  society's  fishery  on 
the  Colne. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  presented  a  photo,  splendidly 
taken,  of  a  catch  of  five  pike,  at  Hovctou,  weighing  al- 
together 92ilb.  They  were  caught  in  one  morning  by  a 
gentleman  whoso  name  was  not  given.  The  picture  will 
be  added  to  the  museum  in  due  course. 

The  meeting  broke  up  at  a  very  late  hour  and  after 
the  usual  toasts  had  been  given,  the  Cliairman  wishing 
each  and  everyone  present  the  happiest  of  new  years, 
and  the  best  of  sport  in  1901.  M.  de  C. 

Death  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston-Gardner. 

Anglers  generally,  and  especially  those  who  reside 
near  the  Metropolis,  will  hear  with  deep  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Preston-Gardner,  who  succumbed,  after  a 
few  weeks'  illness,  on  Dec.  24.  Towards  the  end  of 
November  he,  in  some  manner,  unfortunately  strained 
a  nerve  or  blood  vessel  in  the  region  of  the  heart.  At 
the  time  it  was  not  anticipated  that  the  mischief 
would  take  a  serious  turn,  aiid  it  was  confidently 
hoped  that  complete  rest  would  restore  him  to  health. 
He,  however,  passed  away  as  stated,  to  the  grief  of  a 
large  number  of  friends  who  kne\V  and  respected  him 
so  well.  Being  both  a  fresh  and  a  sea  water  angler, 
and  a  great  enthusiast  in  each  branch,  he  was  naturally 
connected  with  the  Piscatorial  Society  and  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and  for  both  of  these  bodies  he 
did  yeoman  service.  His  practical  knowledge  of 
fisheries  stood  the  societies  in  good  stead,  his  last 
official  act  in  connection  with  the  first-named  society 
being  to  superintend  the  extensive  mudding  operations 
on  the  Uxbridge  Water.  He  was  a  pre-eminently 
popular  man.  He  had  a  rare  fund  of  anecdote  and 
tale  collected  during  his  rambles  with  the  rod  in 
Norway  and  all  over  the  United  Kingdom.  Always 
of  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  with  a  kind  word  for 
everyone,  his  presence  at  any  gathering  was  heartily 
welcomed.  He  was  cut  off  for  some  inscrutable 
reason  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  for  his  age  was  but 
44.  As  a  thorough  sportsman  and  a  gentleman  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word  he  had  few  equals  and 
certainly  no  superiors,  and  his  loss  will  bo  severely 
felt  by  those  who  have  been  privileged  to  be  associated 
with  him.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Kensal  Green 
cemetery  on  Friday,  and  was  attended  by  several 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  including  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Bywaters,  R.  Bradford,  and  Frank  Ward.  The 
society  also  sent  a  wreath  as  a  token  of  respect  to  the 
deceased. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday, 
the  Chairman,  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown,  made  feeling 
allusion  to  the  sad  event.  It  had,  he  said,  cast  quite 
a  gloom  over  them,  and  the  news  came  as  a  shock  to 
those  who  knew  their  late  comrade  and  appreciated 
his  real  worth.  Although  a  comparatively  young 
member,  he  had  endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  and  as  a  committee  man  he  had 
spared  neither  time,  trouble,  nor  expense  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  the  society  in  every  way  within 
his  power.  He  would  be  much  missed  at  the  society's 
gatherings,  wliere  his  cheery  presence  was  always 
valued.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  who  with  the  late  Mr. 
Preston-Gardner  formed  one  of  the  party  which 
visited  Lough  Derg  for  the  Mayfly  fishing  last  year, 
emphasised  the  Chairman's  remarks,  adding  that  he 
had  lost  a  true  friend  and  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  genial  companions  it  had  ever  been  his  lot  to 
know.  The  society,  too,  had  to  regret  the  demise  of 
a  successful  and  most  capable  angler.  Mr.  Robert  C. 
Blundell  also  spoke  a  few  appropriate  words  testifying 
to  the  popularity  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  and  to 
the  care  and  thoroughness  with  which  he  had  carried 
out  the  operations  on  the  Uxbridge  Water.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  to  Mrs.  Preston- 
Gardner  the  condolences  and  sympathy  of  the  Society 
in  the  terrible  bereavement  which  had  befallen  her. 

M.  de  C. 


A  WARNING  TO  ANGLERS. 


At  the  Otley  Police  Court  on  Friday  last  Albert  PI. 
Theaker  and  John  Beaumont  were  summoned  for 
fishing  for  trout  with  rod  and  line  without  a  licence 
on  the  River  Wharfe  at  Ilkley  on  kwg.  11  last.  Mr. 
Farrer  Stead,  the  head  water-bailiff  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  case  had 
been  delayed  owing  to  the  defendants  giving  wrong 
names  and  addresses,  and  it  was  only  recently  that  he 
had  been  able  to  obtain  a  direct  clue  as  to  their 
identity.  After  water-bailiff  Finch  and  detective 
officer  Thorpe  had  given  evidence,  the  justices  said  the 
offence  was  a  very  mean  one,  as  the  charge  for  a  licence 
was  only  Is.,  and  they  fined  the  defendants  20s.,  with 
costs  17s.  6d.  each,  or  a  month  in  default  of  payment. 

John  E.  Miller. 
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Covteeponbence* 

[We  do  not  Iwld  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISH  OASTS  AND  CONGRATULATIONS  FOE 
" MONA " 

Deab  Sir, — From  time  to  time  I  have  seen  allusions 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  superiority 
of  a  good  cast  of  a  fish  over  the  original  article  when 
indifferently  "  set  up."  I  feel  sure  that  I  am  not  alone 
in  the  desire  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of,  say,  a  3  or 
4lb.  trout,  &c.,  &c.,  when  Dame  Fortune  looks  with 
favour  on  the  disciple  of  patience,  and  with  smiling 
face  brings  one  of  these  fine  gentleman  flopping  into 
the  net. 

Now,  if  you  could  favour  us  with  a  few  plain  direc- 
tions as  to  how  we  should  set  about  this  process,  I 
doubt  not  that  the  same  fingers  which  can  elaborate  a 
tiny  gnat  or  delicate  olive  quill  are  quite  capable  of 
carrjing  out  the  larger  imitation  with  a  measure  of 
sQccess.  "A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  for  ever,"  and  a 
carefully  moulded  cast  of  "  our  big  one "  would 
gladden  the  heart  and  stir  tender  memories  in  many 
an  angler's  breast. 

Facilities  here  in  the  North  of  Ireland  are  not  many 
for  setting  up  "  specimens,"  so  that  anglers  here  and 
in  many  outlying  districts  would  be  grateful  for 
detailed  particulars  of  how  to  set  about  it. 

May  I  take  the  liberty  of  congratulating  the  gentle 
'-'  Mona "  upon  his  latest  capture — I  mean  matri- 
monially. I  am  sure  all  readers  of  the  Gazette  join 
in  wishing  the  happy  couple  length  of  days  and 
accompanying  happiness.  I  only  hope  he  won't  desert 
your  columns  now  for  other  attractions.  The  kindly 
and  genial  tone  of  his  writing  has  a  charm  peculiarly 
his  own,  and  your  readers  would  miss  him  keenly.  By 
the  way,  doesn't  an  Irishman's  "Augh"  realise  the 
proper  termination  of  "  collaugh  "  ?  Wishing  you  a 
happy  and  prosperous  new  century. — Yours  faithfully, 

Belfast.  Harey  R.  Douglas. 

P.S. — In  Auld  Reekie  we  knew  the  "  Kolya  "  as 
"  Beardie." 

[The  Fish  Cast  suggestion  shall  be  considered,  and 
we  are  sure  our  readers  will  Join  in  all  good  wishes  to 
"  Mona."— Ed.] 


RAPID  GROWTH  OF  BROWN  TROUT 
Dbae  Sib, — I  think  it  will  interest  your  readers  to 
learn  of  an  excellent  report  concerning  some  yearling 
-Brown  trout,  of  from  3in.  to  4in.,  which  were  stocked 
by  us  on  January  26th,  1900.  Our  customer  writes  of 
date  December  28th: — "You  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
what  rajjid  growth  some  of  the  Brown  trout  made.  I 
put  them  into  a  pond  fed  by  a  spring  from  the  chalk 
hills.  Last  October  I  took  out  two ;  one  of  the  fish 
measured  12in.,  and  the  other  12Jin.,  and  both 
weighed  over  lib.  The  other  fish  are  doing  well.  This 
is  an  extraordinary  growth,  as  they  were  only  put  in 
last  January." — Yours  faithfully,  Andbew  Henby. 
Wyresdale  Fishery  Co.,  Ltd., 

Scorton,  Garstang,  Lancashire. 


TROUT  LEAPING  OUT  OF  WATER  AND 
TAKING  THE  FLY  AS  THEY  COME  DOWN 

Deab  Sib, — I  read  your  leaderette  in  the  issue 
before  last  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  Broadwater 
trout  fishing  with  much  interest,  as  I  was  the  humble 
means  of  introducing  you  to  the  water.  In  three 
separate  waters  I  have  found  the  trout  (on  occasion) 
leap  from  the  water  and  oome  down  "  plumb  "  on  the 
fly  in  the  manner  you  describe,  namely  Broadwater 
(Rainbows),  Loch  Garvey  (N.B.),  and  also  in  Loch 
Tarpe  (N.B.) ;  in  these  cases  the  trout  were  S.  Fario. 
It  seemed  to  be  impossible  to  miss  a  fish  that  rose 
thus. — Yours  very  truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 

[Glad  to  have  this  confirmatory  evidence,  and  shall 
begin  to  think  Rainbows  are  as  clever  as  they  appear 
to  be. — Ed.] 


KILLING  SPAWNING  FISH  AND  KILLING' 
IRISH  FISHERIES 

Deae  Sie, — My  official  duties  required  me  recently 
to  visit  a  little  farm  in  the  co.  Sligo,  not  far  off  the 
borders  of  Mayo  and  on  a  tributary  of  the  Moy. 
There  was  the  remains  of  a  mill-stream  which  ran 
through  part  of  the  lands.  Being  an  angler  I  got 
chatting  to  the  old  tenant  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the 
stream  in  the  way  of  providing  sport,  when  he  said  to 
me,  "  Do  you  see  that  spot  ?  "  pointing  to  a  portion  of 
the  field  that  was  once  the  mill  stream.  "  Well,  sir,  I 
killed  160  salmon  there  one  winter  about  thirty  years 
ago ;  I  was  a  young  man  then,  and  when  I  think  of  it 
now  I  am  ashamed  of  myself,  as  it  was  a  case  of 
wanton  destruction."  Questioned  as  to  what  he  did 
with  the  fish,  he  said,  "What  could  I  do  with  them 
but  give  them  to  the  pigs?  "  I  am  afraid  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on  at  the  present 
time,  but  poachers  are  now  able  to  find  a  market  for 
theii-  takes,  and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
the  tilling  of  the  spawuers  in  the  small  streams  in 


winter  which  is  the  ruination  of  the  salmon  rivers  in 
Ireland.-  We  are  waiting  with  interest  to  see  what 
will  be  the  outcome  of  the  Commission  which  sat 
lately  to  inquire  into  matters  affecting  Irish  fisheries. 
—Yours  truly,  Glasslynn. 


LETTER  FROM  AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER 

My  Deae  Sir, — To  help  entertain  me  while 
recovering  from  pneumonia  my  friend,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Mills,  of  Wm.  Mills  &  Sons,  INIanhattan,  New 
York  City,  N.Y.,  sent  me  some  back  numbers  of 
your  paper.  One  of  the  first  articles  I  noticed  was 
"  Contrasts,"  signed  J.  McDermott, 
regarding  the  streams  and  fishing 
in  Pennsylvania.  Having  fished 
there  in  a  few  of  the  streams 
for  many  years,  I  thought  that  the 
enclosed  photos  might  interest  you, 
and  perhaps  you  would  like  to  re- 
produce them  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
No.  1  is  myself  landing  a  trout  in 
the  Quarry  Pool  in  the  west  branch 
of  Brodhead  Creek,  at  Henryville, 
Monroe  Co.,  Penn.  No.  2.  The  start 
for  the  streams.  The  photos  are — 
(1)  Dr.  Ernest  Palmer.  (2)  C.  G. 
Levison.  (3)  The  son  of  Eugene 
Henry,  who  owns  the  hotel.  (4)  Mr. 
John  Walker,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
a  very  expert  fly  angler.  (5)  Mr.  Ed. 
Seymour,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  (6)  Mr. 
Robert  Coleman,  of  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  who  has  fished  these  streams 
for  fifty  years,  and  is  considered  the 
most  expert  fly  fisherman  who  visits 
these  parts.  No.  3.  Talking  over 
the  day's  doings.  Figure  1  is  Dr. 
Howard,  of  Manhattan,  N.Y.  (2) 
C.  G.  Levison.  (3)  Eugene  Henry, 
hotel  proprietor.  (4)  John  Walker. 
(5)  Dr.  Palmer. 

I  can  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
way  these  streams  were  stocke.d  by 
the  state.  Simply  a  few  fry  dumped 
in  anywhere,  which  served  for  food 
for  larger  fish,  at  least  there  was  no 
result,  for  since  1880,  when  I  first 
went  to  Henryville,  each  year  the 
fishing  was  a  little  poorer  than  the 
year  before.  Five  years  ago  a  few 
of  us  formed  a  club,  and  by  lease 
and  purchase  it  now  controls  about 
eighteen  miles  of  stream.  We  have 
put  in  each  year  several  thousand 
trout,  none  under  six  and  many  as 
large  as  twelve  inches,  and  the  result 
now  is  that  the  fishing  has  improved 
wonderfully. 

The  season  in  Pennsylvania  is  from 
April  15  to  July  15  only,  consequently 
the  trout  have  ample  time  to  spawn. 
— With  best  wishes,  yours  sincerely, 
C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
Dec.  17,  1900. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  TROUT  OUT  OF  SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  in  no  "carping"  spirit,  nor  from 
any  itch  to  pick  holes  in  your  contributor's  article  — 
such  as  has  been  so  much  in  evidence  of  late  in  your 
Correspondence  column — that  I  take  up  the  cudgel  at 
this  time.  Far  from  it.  But  the  opportunity  of 
having  a  "  cast,"  too,  affords  mo  (1)  a  peg  on  which  to 
hang  a  tale — a  talc  of  unholy  slaughter  and  of  an 
abominable  eyesore  to  all  good  anglers  in  this  city, 
which  ill  accords  with  your  contributor's  statement ; 
and,  (2)  what  is  more  to  the  point,  to  let  our  Southron 


Mb,  C.  G.  Levison  Landing  a  Trout. 


THE  GRIZZLY  KING  AND  THE 
ROYAL  COACHMAN 

Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  a  query 
of  one  of  your  correspondents,  I  write 
to  say  that  there  cannot  be  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Grizzly  King  and  the  Royal  Coach- 
man dressed  in  this  country.  They 
are  both  illustrated  in  Orvis  and 
Cheneys  book,  and  in  Mrs.  Marbury's 
"Favourite  Flies." 

The  Grizzly  King  is  one  dressing 
of  the  Green  Mantle,  a  common  lake 
and  sea  trout  pattern.  It  is  dressed 
thus : — 

Wing — Barred  teal  or  widgeon. 

Body — Green  floss  or  avel  ribbed 
with  flat  tinsel. 

Tag — ^Flat  tinsel. 

Tail — Two  or  three  strands  of 
scarlet  ibis  or  swan. 

Hackle — Smoky-blue  dun. 

The  Royal  Coachman  is  a  sort  of 
cross  between  a  glorified  Red  Ant  and 
the  Ammon  Coachman  : — 

Wing — White  feather — hen  duck  or 


-2  3  4  5 

The  Start  for  the  Stream. 


Body — Bunch  of  copper  peacock 
herl  at  shoulder,  then  claret  floss, 
then  another  bunch  of  herl,  then  a 
tag  of  claret  floss,  ending  with  a — ■ 

ragi— Flat  gold. 

Whisk — Two  or  three  plies  of  barred  summer 
duck  issuing  from  under  the  second  bunch  of 
herl. 

Hackle — Coinmou  browa-red  cock's  hackle. — Yours 
truly,  Yal  Conson. 


Talking  Over  the  Day's  Doings. 


angling  friends  know  and  to  crave  their  good  will  in 
the  agitation  going  on  in  this  district  for  legislation  to 
soothe  the  feelings  of  us  anglers  and  bring  about  what 
is  so  clamantly  needful,  a  close  season  for  Salmo 
Fario. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Let  me  explain  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  looli  at 
any  Fishing  Gazette  for  some  weeks  until  yesterdav, 
and  your  issue  of  Dec.  8,  1900,  is  the  one  which 
brings  me  up— the  article,  "The  Close  Season  in 
Scotla,nd." 

Your  contributor,  "  G.  M.,"  the  writer  of  the  article, 
is,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  quite  competent,  judging 
from  his  versatility  in  angling  and  kindred  subjects,  to 
write  of  what  he  knows,  and  write  well,  but  I  am 
afraid  his  horizon  in  this  one  little  particular  point  is 
hmited  when  he  states,  p.  428,  "  Except  by  a  few  mill 
hands  and  schoolboys,  they  (yellow  trout— parenthesis 
is  mme)  are  severely  left  alone,  and  not  even  poached 
by  the  professional  in  the  close  season.  The  brown 
trout  entirely  disappears  even  from  view  in  the  first 
days  of  October,  and  nothing  is  heard  or  seen  of  him 
till  the  March  Browns  begin  to  dance  on  the  waters 
with  the  earliest  of  the  diurnallv  increasing  spring 
suns.    Meantime  he  is  non  est. 

That  may  describe,  and  describe  rightly,  the  state  of 
matters  piscatorial  in  Aberdeen,  both  in  'regard  to  the 
poaching  fraternity  and  the  "disappearance"  of  poor 
Fano.  But  sorrowfully,  sadly,  despairingly,  I  have  to 
confess  that  this  city  of  Glasgow  lags  far  behind  its  sister 
of  the  north,  and  that  quite  a  different  state  of  matters 
exists  in  the  west  of  Scotland.  For  since  October 
last  hardly  a  day  has  passed  that  brown  or  yellow 
trout  have  not  been,  and  still  are,  on  sale  in  the 
windows  of  our  first-class  fishmongers  here— black, 
lanky,  slimy,  small  and  laige— trout,  not  fishmongers, 
I  mean.  Why,  only  three  weeks  ago  in  one  of  the 
largest  shops  in  the  centre  of  the  city  there  was  a  sight 
fit  to  make  the  gods  weep,  far  less  the  poor  angler. 
On  an  ashet,  or  large  plate,  exposed  for  sale,  more  than 
two  dozen  brown  trout  lay,  not  one  of  which  was  less 
than  12  inches  in  length,  and  each  one  should,  in  a 
healthy  condition,  have  turned  the  scale  at  con- 
siderably over  lib.  weight.  Large  they  were,  but  how 
on  earth  such  slimy,  slushy,  sliddery  things  could  tempt 
the  appetite  of  the  most  morbid  gastronomist  beats 
me.  Were  these  fish,  I  ask,  non  est  ?  Were  these  not 
evidence  of  the  professional  poachers'  handiwork  ? 
And  in  a  city,  moreover,  whoso  sanitary  arrangements 
have  just  merited  the  approbation  of  the  world  !  How 
long  !  I  fancy  I  hear  the  angling  enthusiast  cry.  But 
the  time  approaches,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
great  body  of  associated  anglers  in  England,  let  us 
hope  that  the  reproach  of  these  eyesores  which  rests 
on  Scotland  will  be  removed. 

As  evidence  of  the  endeavours  being  made  in  Scot- 
land, I  beg  to  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Glasgow 
Herald  reporting  a  highly  successful  smoking  concert 
which  was  held  here  on  the  20th  inst.  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Glasgow  District  Association  of  the 
"  Scottish  Trout  Anglers,"  and  which  was  attended  by 
fully  two  hundred  representative  anglers  of  the  west 
of  Scotland. 

The  primary  object  of  this  Association  is,  as  you  are 
probably  aware,  to  "use  every  endeavour  to  have  a 
Bill  passed,  by  which  a  close  time  for  yellow  trout 
shall  be  enacted  for  Scotland."  Two "  years  have 
passed  since  the  institution  of  the  Association,  and 
while  attempts  have  been  made  towards  the  end 
indicated,  little  has  been  effected.  And  gauging  the 
future  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Baird,  Im.P. 
(for  the  Central  Division  of  Glasgow),  recorded 'in  the 
above-mentioned  report  of  the  meeting,  the  prospects 
of  the  Bill  passing  or  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
present  Government'  is  remote.  England  however  is 
in  the  van  in  the  protection  of  angling  interests,  and 
with  its  excellent  Fishmongers'  Company  to  watch  the 
doings  of  the  "  children  of  evil  "  inspires  one  to  hope. 
So,  as  Scotland  is  to  many  English  anglers  a  happy 
angling  ground  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  vary  the 
saying),  and  thereby  our  interests  are  mutual,  surely. 
Sir,  if  with  your  kind  and  well-known  forbearance  and 
devotion  to  fishing  questions,  I  call  upon  our  Southron 
friends  to  impress  upon  their  several  representatives 
in  Parliament  the  desirability  and  necessity  for  each 
arid  all  voting  in  favour  of  the  forthcoming  Scotch 
Bill  for  a  close  time  for  yellow  trout,  the  request  will 
not  be  made  in  vain.  Secretaries  of  angling  clubs 
might  please  note,  and  thus  help  to  bring  about  a 
condition  of  things  which  your  contributor  "  G.  M." 
describes,  but  which  unfortunately  does  not  obtain  in 
Glasgow  or  the  West  of  Scotland— at  least,  not  at 
present. — Yours  truly,  j_  p_ 

Glasgow. 

[We  should  indeed  be  glad  to  hear  that  there  was 
some  chance  of  Scotch  trout  being  protected  from 
October  1  to  March  1.— Ed.] 


January  5,  1901 


DULLING  EOD  FITTINGS 
Sir, — In  a  recent  number  of  your  paper  a  corre- 
spondent asks  for  a  recipe  for  above  which  I  have  not 
seen  answered.  If  he  will  take  the  fittings  to  his  gun- 
maker  and  get  him  to  apply  a  coat  of  the  material 
used  in  browning  the  barrels  of  a  gun,  I  think  he  will 
obtain  just  what  he  requires.  It  was  Mr.  Hunter, 
gun-maker,  Belfast,  or  his  then  partner,  a  good  many 
years  ago,  who  so  dulled  brass  swivels  for  me,  which  I 
wished  to  test  in  clear  river  water  against  blued  steel 
swivels.— Yours,  &c.  F,  M.  Leslie.  • 


MAY  WE  FISH? 
Dear  Sir,— For  twenty  years,  or  more,  we  have 
fished  a  little  river  in  Wales,  without  let  or  hindrance 
or  asking  permission  from  anyone.  Now  this  land  has 
been  taken  by  a  gentleman  who  says  we  must  not  fish 
the  water.  Does  the  fact  of  our  fishing  the  water  so 
long  without  hindrance  give  us  a  right  to  fish,  or  can 
we  be  prosecuted  for  doirig  so  ?— Yours  truly, 

rri  ii,    1    1  .      .  Fisher. 

[If  the  land  is  private  the  fishing  is  private,  and 
because  you  have  been  alloweil  to  fish  gives  you  no 
nght  to  fish,  and  you  could  be  prosecuted  probably.— 


"THE  GRIZZLY  KING,  ETC." 
Dear  Sir,— If  "  Rosicrucian  "  will  let  me  have  his 
address  I  shall  bo  very  pleased  to  send  him  patterns  of 
the  "  Grizzly  King  "  and  "  Royal  Coachman,"  also  any 
other  flies  for  American  waters,  as  I  yearly  make  and 
send  out  trout  and  bass  flies  to  Canada  and  the 
United  States. — Yours  faithfully, 

Eleanor  A.  Ellis. 
13  Danby  Terrace,  Exmouth,  Devon. 


THE  "D.  T."  AND  PISH  TALES 
Dear  Sir,— The  enclosed  paragraph  from  the  Daily 
Telegraph  of  December  22  reminds  me  of  a  true  story 
told  me  by  an  Australian  angler  as  we  were  smoking 
our  last  pipe,  prior  to  turning  in  for  the  night.  One 
day  as  my  friend  was  fishing  with  a  paste  bait  he 
repeatedly  got  bite  after  bite,  and  at  last  tired  of 
striking  gently  struck  vigorously,  but  still  was  unable 
to  hook  his  fish.  Finally,  examining  his  bait,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  a  quantity  of  teeth  embedded  in  it. 

Some  weeks  later  he  was  again  fishing  at  the  same 
spot,  when  he  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  4  lb.  7i  oz. 
bream  loith  a  complete  set  of  false  teeth. 

I  was  shown  the  very  spot  on  the  Brisbane  River 
where  the  fish  was  caught,  so  the  tale  must  be  true. 
Perhaps  my  friend  may  have  been  a  pervorter  of  the 
truth— in  fact,  I  think  he  must  have  been. 

If  the  old,  old  saying  that  "All  men  are  liars  and 
some  anglers  "  is  true,  this  Australian  angler  must  be 
all  there. — Y^'ours  truly.  Wallaby. 

Here  is  the  extract  of  D.  T. :—"  There  has  lately 
been  caught  in  the  Thames— so  says  a  member  of  an 
up-river  piscatorial  society— a  remarkable  fish  of  the 
roach  variety.  It  was  ornamented  with  an  eye-glass. 
How  it  got  hold  of  it  is  a  mystery,  but,  sure  enough^ 
the  black  cord  was  stuck  in  its  fins,  with  the  monocle 
dangling  at  the  end  of  it.  And  another  curious  fact  is 
that  the  victim  had,  through  some  accident,  lost  an 
e)^e.  A  theory  has  been  started  among  the  piscator's 
friends,  that  the  fish  was  caught  because  it  had  by  mis- 
take put  the  eye-glass  into  the  wrong  orbit,  and  therefore 
could  not  see  him  coming.  Doubtless,  the  articles  will 
be  preserved  for  reproduction  in  a  new  version  of  the 
'  Compleat  Angler.'  " 

["  Wallaby's  "  story  reminds  us  of  an  occasion  when 
we  were  fishing  with  paste  for  small  roach  for  bait  and 
found  it  impossible  to  hook  the  fish,  although  they  bit 
well.  We  fished  for  hours  and  had  no  end  of  bites,  and 
yet  never  got  a  fish,  and  yet  could  sec  them  take  the 
bait.    The  cause  was  a  mystery  for  a  long  time.— Ed.] 

PERCH  V.  PERCH 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Hammond,  of 
Upton  Lane,  Forest  Gate,  has  an  aquarium  holding 
several  perch  ranging  from  3in.  to  9in.  in  length. 

On  visiting  the  aquarium  one  day  last  week  he  dis- 
covered that  the  largest  perch  (9in.)  had  choked  itself 
in  the  endeavour  to  swallow  a  similar  species  of  3Jin. 
He  thought  it  so  curious  that  (being  an  ardent  amateur 
photographer)  he  photographed  the  two  fish.— Yours 
truly,  E.  K.  Auckland. 

[The  photograph  shows  the  tail  of  the  small  perch 
projecting  from  his  relative's  mouth ;  it  is  not  a  very 
uncommon  thing  for  fish  to  get  choked  in  this 
way. — Ed.] 


SURREY  TROUT  STREAMS 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  it  is  stated  in  your  Colli  report 
for  last  week  that  restocking  operations  are  to\e  con- 
ducted on  the  Fairford  water  with  fish  from  the  Surrey 
trout  streams.  This  has  been  stated  recently  on  two 
occasions  by  your  Lechlade  correspondent.  As  the 
Wandle  is  about  the  only  trout  stream  worth  a  mention 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  it  certainly  cannot  supply 
trout  of  the  size  mentioned  in  your  report,  would  your 
Lechlade  correspondent  mind  specifying  the  locality  of 
the  other  streams  ?— Yours  truly,        G.  E.  Simms. 

BORDER  STREAMS 
Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  IMona's  letter  re  Annan,  Clyde 
and  Tweed  experiences,  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 
should  not  be  taken  too  literally.  An  angler,  possibly 
not  on  that  reach  of  the  river  on  which  Mona  was 
fishing,  but  in  the  district,^ fished  on  July  21,  23,  and 
to  1  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  24,  1900,  and  his  catch  was  one 


sea^trout  over  21b.,  and  21  trout,  taken  from  8.30  a.m. 
to  /  p.m. ;  lure,  fly,  and  clear  water  worm  in  middle! 
of  day.  i 

For  over  40  years  I  have  fished  in  my  native  county,! 
Dumfries,  and  know  its  "  burns  "  and  "  waters  "  from 
txirharrie  Burn  and  Castlephairn  Water  on  its  west 
bhinnel.  Scaur,  Uith,  to  Crawick,  and  Spoath  Bum 
nearmg  its  eastern  side,  to  Esk  and  Liddlo  on  its 
southern  border.    In  that  period,  and  over  something 
nearmg  three-fourths  of  its  fishing  river,  only  once 
have  1  seen  or  known  salmon  roe  to  be  used.  Yet 
Mona,in  a  visit  of  a  month  or  less,  has  been  scunnered 
by  Its  use.    My  countrymen  must  have  degenerated. 
Where  is  the  canniness  and  thrift  of  men  who  would 
buy  or  who  would  use  what  they  could  sell  for  10s 
per  pound  ?    The  joke  "  Bang  gaed  saxpence  "  would 
be  pointless,  as  away  went  not  one  but  a  score  o'  sax- 
pences  for  a  jar  of  roe.    Na,  na,  it  winna  dae.    As  put 
a  stranger  would  conclude  that  the  bulk  of  the  Annan 
anglers  were  pot-hunters,  or  worse,  and  not  sportsmen 
—lours  very  truly,  j^mes  Murray. 

Barrow-m-Furness.   

EELS  ON  LAND  AND  ELSEWHERE 
SiR,--In  reply  to  W.  H.  Brook,  I  beg  to  say  that 
eels,  like  many  other  creatures,  adapt  themselves  to 
circumstances  (often  showing  great  intelligence),  and 
Lm^''  possible  that  "the  thousands  of  eels" 

1  rent  Veteran"  saw  "  under  the  ice  twirling  round 
a  large  hawthorn  bough  which  was  sunk  in  a  back- 
water of  the  Trent,"  might  have  been  eels  that  had  no 
intention  of  mudding  up  :   if  not,  what  were  they 
doing  there  ?    That  is  more  than  I  can  tell ;  but  eels 
that  migrate  to  the  sea  usually  clear  out  before  ice 
appears.    It  is  evident  that  they  preferred  the  back- 
water and   shelter  of  the  thornbush  to  the  main 
current.    I  have  read  and  I  have  frequently  heard 
anglers    say,  that  eels  always  get  in  the  mud  in 
the  winter.    One  might  just  as  well  say  that  they 
always  breed  at  the  mouths  of  rivers.    They  often 
breed  in  fresh  water,  and  would  probably  do  so  until 
they  could  breed  no  longer,  and  would  no  doubt  even- 
tually die  out ;  but  that  docs  not  affect  the  art^ument. 
1  liavo  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  eels  in  ray  time 
and  I  have  caught -or  helped  to  catch— eels  eleven 
months  m  the  year  for  certain,  and  that  without  a 
spear.    These  eels  did  certain  things  that  was  neces- 
sary  for   them    to    do    in    certain  circumstances; 
similar    to   birds   building   in   January,    barn  rats 
attacknig  eels  (supposed  to  be  the  work  of  otters), 
pike  pairing  and  ascending  ditches  to  milt  and  .spawn, 
&c.,  and  being  aware  of  these  facts,  I  took  advantago 
of  them.    It  IS  all  on  a  par  with  what  I  saw  on  Boxing 
day— what  I  have  seen  on  several  Boxing  days  (been 
called  a  liar  for  stating  the  fact)— bluebottles  enjoying 
the  warmth  of  the  sun  on  a  southern  fence  (wood),  and 
gnats,  rising,  falling,  and  circling  in  the  sun  as  I  have 
h-e_quently  seen  them  under  trees  in  September.  On 
Friday,  Dec.  28,  it  blew  a  hurricane,  occasionally 
rained  in  torrents,  and  I  do  not  suppose  there  was  a 
bluebottle  or  gnat  to  be  seen  ;  in  fact,  I  am  certain  of 
it.    "  Where  do  they  get  ?  "  you  ask.    Perhaps  in  the 
"  parlour  "  of  some  old  murderous  female  Bluebeard  of 
a  spider,  long  since  dead  for  anything  that  I  know  to 
the  contrary  ;  anyhow,  they  get  somewhere,  manage  to 
live  through  it  all  somehow,  and  seemed  very  gay  and 
frisky  on  this  lovely  December  day,  with  the  air  as 
soft  tmd  balmy  as  May.    Facts  are  facts,  and  it  is  no 
use  going  against  them.    With  reference  to  elvers 
doing  all  sorts  of  strange  things,  even  to  passing  over  a 
chain  some  yards  in  length,  Mr.  Crouch  says  (and  he 
should  know):  "  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bristol  there  is 
a  large  pond,  immediately  joining  which  is  a  stream; 
on   the  bank   between   these  two  waters  a  large 
tree  grows,  the  branches  of  which  hang  into  the 
pond  ;  by  means  of  these  branches  the  young  eels 
climb  up  into  the  tree,  and  from  thence"  let  them- 
selves drop  into  the  stream  below.    The  tree  appeared 
to  be  quite  alive  with  these  little  animals.    The  rapid 
and  unsteady  motion  of  the  boughs  did  not  seem  to 
impede  their  progress."    On  the  other  hand,  I  have 
seen  thousands  of  elvers  hanging  dead  from  hedges 
like  bits  of  dried  sedge,  left  there  by  a  late  spring  flood. 
If  these  creamy-looking  creatures',  with  the  strange 
peculiar  eyes,  can  perform  such  a  remarkable  feat  as 
Mr.  Crouch  avers,  I  see  no  reason  why  their  progenitors 
should  not  travel  on  land,  as  we  have  been  repeatedly 
told,  when  they  feel  so  disposed.— I  am,  &c.,    U.  O. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  5(i, 
Chancery-lane,  Loudon,  W.C. 

11,075.    Guns  ;  fishing  tackle.    Patentee  :  Mr.  L.  H. 

Sibthorpe,  Cleftridge,  Northam,  North 
Devon.  Consists  of  a  doul)le  hook,  which 
is  suspended  from  a  soldier's  belt  to 
sui)[)ijrt  the  rillc.  Tin  discs  carrying 
pads  arc  riveted  on  each  side  of  the  hook, 
and  between  them  the  belt  passes,  the 
whole  being  covered  with  leather.  The 
hook  may  be  used  to  carry  a  fishing  rod, 
gaff,  or  a  landing  net. 


January  12,  1901 
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NOTICE. 


Thk  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Satiu'day,  and  can  be 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INC0RP0R.4.TED 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  JANUAEY  12th,  1901. 


THE  OPENING  OF  THE  SCOTCH 
SALMON  ANGLING  SEASON. 


With  the  passing  of  the  New  Year  comes  the 
advent  of  another  sahnon  angling  season.  The 
Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  tributaries,  all  except  the  Earn, 
open  for  rod  fishing  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  15  inst.  The 
Helmsdale  and  some  other  Highland  streams  also 
open  about  the  same  date  ;  but  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
angling  waters  do  not  open  till  Feb.  11,  when  most 
'of  the  netting  stations  also  come  into  ply. 

The  opening  of  the  first  of  the  Scotch  waters  is 
attended  with  growmg  interest  all  over  the  country, 
not  so  much  for  the  immediate  sport  they  them- 
selves may  yield — although  even  that  is  no  small 
factor  in  the  matter — as  for  the  forecast  they  may 
give  of  what  may  be  expected  elsewhere  later  on  ; 
and  especially  so  is  this  the  case  with  regard  to  the 


mighty  Tay  system,  which  carries  both  heavy 
winter  and  lithe  spring  fisli  in  its  teeming  waters. 
The  Highland  rivers  are  not  of  so  much  account, 
unless  the  season  is  all  the  more  favourable,  us  it  is 
at  present. 

Tlie  120  odd  miles  of  salmon  angling  whicli  lie 
between  the  source  and  mouth  of  the  Tay  claim 
precedence  of  all  other  Scotch  waters,  both  from  a 
picturesque  and  sportive  point  of  view.  The  Dee, 
for  its  size,  carries  probably  a  larger  head  of  fish, 
and,  owing  to  having  had  the  start  in  reducing  the 
gauntlet  of  nets  on  its  lower  waters,  and  thus  in- 
creasing its  sporting  value,  may  be  said,  compara- 
tively speaking,  to  be  the  keenest  rival  tire  Tay  has 
to  contend  with — since  the  days  of  the  poor  old 
Spey  have  long  since  been  numbered,  and  it  is  now 
out  of  the  running ;  but,  as  a  salmon  ri\'er,  the  Tay 
occupies  the  premier  place,  both  as  regards  the 
numbers  and  weights  obtained  from  its  teeming 
pools. 

No  one  who  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  have 
a  wander  along  Tayside  can  ever  forget  the 
charm  of  its  varied  scenery,  either  in  winter  or 
summer,  and  to  review  the  places  of  interest  on  its 
banks  is  to  recapitulate  the  stirring  episodes  in  the 
history  of  Scotland — for,  prior  to  the  advent  of  the 
English  sportsman,  Scotland  in  general,  and  Tayside 
in  particular,  had  a  history  of  its  own.  Perth,  Scone, 
Birnam,  Dunkeld,  Athole,  and  such  like  bring  up 
in  the  memory,  by  the  very  jingle  of  their  names, 
the  warlilce  daj-s  of  Scotia,  wlien  the  clajinore  was 
more  en  e'uidence  than  the  fishmg  rod,  and  the 
scenes  on  the  North  Inch  and  such  like  places  less 
peaceful  than  they  are  now.  But  "  old  times  are 
changed,  old  manners  gone,"  and  as  a  magnificent 
angling  river  the  Tay  will  be  hard  to  beat  all  the 
world  over ;  and  now  that  a  determined  effort  is 
being  made  to  mcrease  its  stock  of  brood  fish,  by 
intelligent  and  up-to-date  improvement,  its  future 
as  an  angling  stream  of  the  first  order  is  again  in 
the  ascendant,  and  will  in  a  few  short  years  eclipse 
all  past  records.  The  syndicate  have  an  ui^hill 
battle  to  fight,  but  they  have  the  stick  by  the  right 
end.  Theirs  is  a  winning  game,  and  when  they  can 
command  the  most  fatal  nets,  and  reduce  the 
gauntlet  at  will,  the  sporting  value  of  the  river  will 
constantly  and  steadily  increase.  The  fine  open 
winter  and  the  big  waters  have  been  favourable  for 
an  early  run  of  fish  into  the  river,  and  especially 
into  the  loch  ;  ajid,  although  it  is  always  safest  to 
prophesy  after  the  event,  yet  on  the  present  oc- 
casion there  is  not  so  much  risk  in  venturing  the 
opinion  that,  given  fair  weather  conditions,  the 
opening  days  will  show  up  well,  if  they  do  not 
establish  a  record  of  any  that  h.&ye  been  experienced 
during  the  past  dozen  years. 

The  opening  weeks  on  Loch  Tay  are  usually 
considered  the  best  in  the  whole  season,  and,  how- 
ever disagreeable  the  weather  conditions  may  be 
otherwise,  there  is  always  a  certainty  of  considerable 
sport  being  got  on  the  loch.  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  beautiful  in  the  "land  of  the  mountain 
and  the  flood,"  and  in  xioint  of  salmon  angling  is 
surpassed  by  none.  The  fish  run  to  great  sizes, 
and  are  chiefly  got  by  trolling  with  the  phantom 
minnow.  Fish  under  201b.  are  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule,  and  they  have  been  killed 
close  up  to  501b.  Last  year  the  top  weight  was  451b., 
while  a  lady  angler — and  they  are  on  the  increase 
here  also — had  one  of  over  301b. — some  say  351b.,  but 
we  write  from  memory.  There  are  several  hotels 
on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  all  cater  to  the 
interests  of  anglers  visiting  these  parts.  Kemnore 
Hotel  has  six  boats  and  eight  miles  of  water,  at  the 
east  end,  and  yields  excellent  sport ;  Killin  Hotel 
has  similar  advantages  attached ;  while  the  pre- 
served waters  at  both  places  can  also  at  times  be 
commanded  hy  arrangements  with  mine  hosts. 
The  other  beats  are  Bridge  of  Lochy,  Ardenonaig, 
and  Lawers,  at  the  foot  of  the  mighty  Ben  of  the 
same  name.  The  arrangements  and  charges  for 
boats  and  boatmen  are  the  same  at  all  the  places, 
and  are  regulated  from  the  estate  office  of  the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  who  owns  the  loch,  and 
resides  at  Auchmore  House.  One  fish  a  day  is 
considered  fair  average  sport,  although  two  and 
three  fish  are  not  unconniion,  and  six  and  eight 
have  been  taken  under  extra  good  conditions.  The 
tariff  is  no  doubt  high,  but,  as  salmon  anglmg 
rentals  go,  it  is  well  worth  it. 

No  one  will  regi'et  visiting  Loch  Tay,  be  it  early 
spring  or  late  summer,  but  the  angling  season  is 
usually  over  by  June,  so  that  after  that  date  it  is 
more  the  tourist-artist  and  the  siglitseer  who  visit 
these  parts  than  the  salmon  angler.    If  the  fates 


be  fairly  propitious,  tlie  angler  who  takes  an  early 
spring  lioliday  on  the  locli  may  mark  his  days  with 
red  letters.  A  whirr  of  the  reel  and  sixty  or  eighty 
yards  of  line  is  drawn  off  before  the  rod  can  be 
firmly  grasped  and  t)ie  battle  royal  begun— for  they 
do  figlit,  and  only  yield  after 'being  fairly  blown 
and  every  inch  of  ground  contested.  More  sj)orti\e 
fish  cannot  bo  found  anywhere.  Tliey  are  game  to 
the  end,  and  a  thirty  minutes'  struggle  with  a  2.5  or 
30  pounder  from  the  rocking  boat  is  a  feat  that 
sticks  to  tlie  memory  when  the  teeming  affairs  of 
life  lie  fallow  in  oblivion. 

Tlie  prospects  both  for  the  river  and  loch  are  the 
best  that  have  been  experienced  for  many  years 
back.  All  conditions  have  been  favourable  for  a 
good  head  of  fish  being  forward,  and  with  the  wind 
rightly  airted,  and  no  outrageously  unforeseen 
climatic  conditions  to  contend  with,  tiie  opening 
days  should  yield  grand  sport.  More  than  this 
cannot  be  said  with  assurance,  and,  as  the  proof  of 
the  pudding  is  the  eating  of  it,  so  the  amount  of 
sport  must  remain  an  unknown  quantity  till  tlie 
opening  days  have  come  and  gone,  and  tlie  fatal 
liu'es  gone  o\ev  the  ground. 

The  Thurso,  in  the  extreme  nortli  of  Caithness, 
and  the  Helmsdale,  in  Sutherland,  are  the  earliest 
streams  to  open  to  the  salmon  angler.  The  legal 
fetters  of  the  annual  close  time  were  drojipcd 
yesterday  (Jan.  11),  while  the  Borgie,  Halladale, 
Hope,  Naver,  and  Strathy  open  to-day  (Saturday, 
the  12th).  As  a  rule  these  rivers  are  all  a  month 
too  soon,  not  on  account  of  the  want  of  fish  as  on 
account  of  the  prevailing  climatic  conditions.  Five 
times  in  six  there  is  hardly  a  ghost  of  a  chance  of 
a  cast  on  the  opening  days,  or  for  weeks  after,  and 
very  often  a  whole  month  passes  before  "  first 
blood"  is  dra-wn.  On  the  present  occasion,  how- 
ever, the  conditions  are  all  the  other  way  about. 
Only  a  slight  fall  of  snow  has  been  seen  since 
Christmas,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects 
could  not  be  brighter  in  these  parts  had  they  been 
made  to  order.  The  rivers  have  been  settling  down 
for  weeks  past,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
sport  will  be  first-rate  at  the  beginning  at  least. 
The  Thurso  is  one  of  the  best  streams  in  the  north 
of  Scotland.  It  is  forty  miles  long,  uicluding  Loch 
More,  through  which  it  flows  in  the  middle  of  its 
course.  It  is  all  one  laird's  property,  and  has  been 
rented  by  a  spidicate  of  gentlemen  for  their  o"\vn 
use.  There  are  no  nets  until  after  .Tune  1,  and  the 
six  rods  who  divide  its  waters  have,  in  a  good 
season,  an  aggregate  basket  of  some  1500  fish.  Flies 
of  a  gaudy  dressing  are  the  fa-v'ourite  lures  on  the 
Thurso,  and  the  fish  rise  freely  to  them — scaling 
from  10  to  121b.  on  an  average.  Brawll  Castle  and 
Strathmore  Lodge  are  fitted  up  as  places  of  resid- 
ence, and  there  are  few  more  inc  iting  places  to  be 
found  in  the  far  north.  The  Helmsdale,  Naver, 
and  other  minor  streams  are  first-rate  for  early 
salmon  angling,  and  in  a  season  like  the  present 
will  be  found  at  their  best.  G.  ]\I. 


WITH  THE  CREEPER  IN 
MISTERAAEDAL. 


Within  250  miles,  at  a  guess,  of  the  Swedish 
frontier  runs  the  stretch  of  stream  which  saw  my 
first  and  last  effort  with  the  creeper,  connecting 
two  lakes  of  some  magnitude  and  no  little  beauty. 
In  the  mile  and  a  half  of  its  course  it  presents 
some  five  charming  pools,  with  two  lengths  of 
violent  rapid  connecting  two  pairs  of  them.  No- 
where wooded  so  as  to  prevent  fishing  from  the 
banks,  yet  better  fished  in  waders  tlnm  fi-om  the 
side,  it  is  too  dangerous  for  the  angler  to  wade 
deep  or  far.  Its  trout  are  the  stoutest-hearted 
fighters  to  be  found,  and  are  never  beat  until  they 
are  in  the  net ;  and,  li\  ing  as  the_\-  do  in  a  strong 
stream,  they  need,  and  they  get,  large  uisects  as 
their  food.  Such  magnificent  caddis,  such  huge 
Turkey-browns,  such  appalling  big  stonefly ! 
Naturally  they  run  big  and  strong. 

The  month  of  July  is  the  great  fishing  month, 
an-d,  though  the  sun  is  tlieii  upon  the  water  fi-om  a 
very  earl\-  hour,  it  is  yet  the  fact  that  not  till  after 
eleven  in  the  morning  do  the  trout  come  on  at  the 
natural  insect  or  take  the  artificial  freely. 

It  was  after  a  couple  of  hours'  meftectual  flogging 
of  the  water,  begun  at  9  a.m.,  that  I  waded 
ashore  disgusted  and  sat  Ao\va  on  the  cobble- 
strewn  beach-like  margin  to  mop  my  brow  and 
wait  for  the  rise.  Restlessness  and  interest  in  the 
fly-producing  capabilities  of  the  stream  set  me 
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tainiing  over  the  stones  at  the  water's  edge,  and,  as 
hick  woukl  have  it,  the  first  stone  turned  disclosed 
a  wriggUng  mass  of  horrid  black  insects,  some- 
thing hke  water  devil's-coach-horses,  strivuig  to  dig 
down  under  the  adjoining  cobblestones  and  to  get 
out  of  sight.  At  this  moment  a  big  hatched-out 
stonefly  came  bump— bump — bumping  over  the 
stream,  and  was  missed  by  two  big  trout  in 
succession. 

I  was  up  in  a  moment,  and  mounted  a  sort  of 
enormous  gi-ey  bumble,  and  got  one  of  them,  a 
2-pounder,  at  the. third  chuck,  and  for  a  few  hours 
I  forgot  all  about  tlie  creeper. 
_  But  in  the  interval  bet'O'een  lunch  and  the  second 
rise  of  the  day,  which  begins  about  four  o'clock,  it 
ocfcurred  to  me  to  tie  some  tackles  for  creeper 
fishing  on  some  long  fine  strands  of  clear  roimd 
refina  gut.  At  bottom  I  tied  a  No.  4  round  bend 
blue  hook,  and  a  little  above  it,  and  in  the  same 
plane,  I  tied  a  No.  3  of  the  same  tj-pe. 

Sallying  out  next  morning  again  a  bit  before  nine, 
I  soon  filled  a  small  tin  with  the  squirming  de\'il's- 
coach-horses  from  under  the  stones.  It  is  not, 
by-the-bye,  at  all  bad  sport  catching  them,  as  thev 
try  to  sneak  oft"  into  the  water  fouled  by  the  silt 
freed  by  the  raising  of  the  stone ;  and  it  is  wonder- 
ful how  instinctively  one  can  seize  them,  even 
without  seeing  them,  m  the  muddied  water. 

My  pole  was  a  12-foot  single-handed  greeiiheart, 
rather  supple  and  gentle  in  the  top,  but  with  plenty 
of  power,  and  the  casting  line  above  the  ten  feet  of 
gut  was  a  very  light  braided  silk  Ime  ;  for  I  rightly 
argued  that  if  I  were  to  cast  with  a  heavy  line  it 
would  soon  rip  the  somewhat  tender-bodied  creeper 
off  the  hook.  It  was  with  pleasurable  anticipations 
that  I  began  my  experiment  by  putting  my  creeper, 
hooked  through  the  head  on  the  upper  hook  and 
through  the  body  on  the  lower,  into  a  tiny  bay 
under  the  right  bank,  where  I  had  missed  a  fish 
during  the  evening  rise  oxer  night.  Keeping  the 
Ime  just  taut  enough  not  to  bring  the  creeper  to 
the  surface,  I  found  myself  next  moment  busy  with 
a  nice  pounder,  wliich  manifested  nuich  reluctance 
to  make  my  closer  acquaintance  ;  but  he  was 
ultimately  overruled,  and  took  his  place  in  the 
creel.  A  somewhat  tliin  stream  of  about  fort.y 
yards  long  drew  blank,  but  on  the  edge  of  the 
smooth  glide  at  the  top  of  the  run  came  another 
instinctive  tightening  of  tlie  line,  as  another 
pounder  took  the  second  creeper  under  water  with- 
out breaking  the  surface.  It  is  characteristic  of 
this  style  of  fishing  that  one  fastens  instinctively. 
It  is  not  that  the  fish  hooks  hhnself,  for  it  is  easy 
enough  to  miss  your  fish  if  .you  are  not  attending. 
The  line  must  be  watched,  and  the  slightest 
stoppage  or  diversion  attended  to  with  a  prompt 
turn  of  the  wrist. 

Above  the  glide  came  a  series  of  little  holes  with 
the  current  rimning  smooth  and  fast  over  the  lip. 
Each  of  these  yields  a  fish  or  an  offer,  some  of 
them  two ;  but  several  go  back  as  undersized,  and 
some,  skilled  in  hook  robbing,  remain  to  try  again 
another  day;  but  there  are  two  at  Jib.,  a  14oz. 
fish,  and  one  about  Ijlb. 

Then  comes  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  of  rather 
violent  rapid,  with  an  occasional  big  boulder 
making  a  pocket  behind  it,  and  here  followed  some 
charming  pocket-picking.  It  was  difficult  to  follow 
the  line  with  the  eye  in  this  torrent,  so  about  a 
yard  above  the  bait  I  tied  on  a  wisp  of  scarlet 
wool ;  and  it  served  me  well,  for  by  the  time  I  had 
searched  such  part  of  the  glide  above  the  rapid  as 
I  could  reach  I  was  laden  with  nine  brace  of  fish 
of  a  sound  ^Ib.  average,  and  had  had  a  hint  from 
the  plucking  of  trout  at  the  red  wool  tag  upon  my 
line  that  the  time  was  come  to  revert  to  the  fly. 
So,  chartering  a  farm  servant  to  take  my  catch 
back  to  my  lodgings,  I  was  able  to  start  my  fly- 
fishing by  11.30,  and  get  the  cream  of  the  rise. 
Yet  I  was  not  at  all  sorry  to  have  had  my 
experiment  with  the  creeper.  I  dare  say  that  if  I 
had  not  been  too  lazy  to  begin  at  four  or  five  m 
the  morning  I  might  have  had  even  better  sport 
with  the  creeper,  which,  by  the  way,  is  nothing 
like  so  objectionable  to  handle  as  he  looks. 

Stkoke, 


To  Ply  Dkbssers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready' 
price  2s.  net  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  Tlie  Trout  FIv  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  aiid  Wet  Flv 
lislimg  for  Trout  and  Grayling."   By  tlie  late  H.  G.  McGlelland 

Athenian  of  tlie  Fishing  aazeile.  Witli  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free  by  sending  2s.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan  a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


NORWEGIAN  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  RIVEES. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  1901  edition  of 
"  Norwegian  Anglings  and  Other  Sportings,"  edited 
by  Mr.  James  Do-svell,  of  the  firm  of  J.  A.  Lumley, 
Newton  &  Dowell,  34,  St.  James's-street,  S.W. 
This  new  issue  contains  nniclr  additional  matter, 
and  many  new  illustrations,  of  which  we  have 
selected  three  as  specimens.  The  picture  "  Evening 
on  the  Sundal  Eiver  "  gives  a  good  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  ri\-er  scenery  of  this  country.  The 
view  on  the  Aiiro  is  interesting,  as  showing  the 
fishing  stages  jutting  out  into  the  river.  These  have 
been  arranged  purely  for  the  benefit  of  anglers,  and 
are  fixed  at  spots  whore  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
fish  from  a  boat,  on  account  of  the  dangers,  and 
yet  where  there  is  often  good  resting  ground  for 
salmon  on  their  way  up  the  river.  Mr.  Dowell 
tells  us  that  quite  half  the  fish  hooked  in  the 
"  Devil's  Waters  "  and  Slohern  Tool,  on  the  Aaro, 
are  lost  on  account  of  the  rocks  and  rapids.  We 


glacier-fed  rivers  to  peaty-coloured  streams  depen- 
dent  on  rain-water  supply.  At  the  risk,  liowever, 
of  repetition,  I  have  given  the  names  of  the  favourite 
flies,  with  the  descriptiens  of  the  anglings,  with  the 
approved  sizes ;  but  Norwegian  rivers  rise  or 
fall  so  rapidly,. or  may  be  best  fi.shed  late  at  niglit 
or  early  morning  to  greater  advantage  tlian  through 
the  day,  or  fish  take  smaller  or  larger  flies  as -the 
season  advances ;  in  fact,  a  greater  \-ai'iety  df 
'  conditions '  pre\-ail  on  Norsk  rivers  than  we  are 
accustomed  to  in  this  country,  consequently  the 
sizes  quoted  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  infallible. 

"  Double  hooks  .are  recommended  when  small 
flies  must  be  used. 

"  Spare  tops  should  always  be  taken  with  each 
rod." 

The  leading  standard  fly  is,  of  course,  Jock  Scott, 
that  figures  in  nearly  c^•ery  list  for  every  river. 
Other  constantly  mentioned  fiu'ourites  are  the 
"  Doctors "  (silver  and  blue),  Durliam  Ranger, 
Wilkinson,  Denchill  (often  mentioned),  Silver  Grey, 
Dusty  Miller,  Butcher,  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
Pophaui,  and  The  Baron. 


House  at  Sappen,  Eeisek. 
(The  Highest  up  House  on  Eiver,  except  the  Forester's  House, 
now  made  available  for  Tenants.) 


give  the  picture  of  the  house  at  Sappen  because  it 
is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  kind  of  fishing-box  in 
which  the  angling  visitor  to  Norway  finds  his 
temporary  home— it  is  often  one  which  he  gets  to 
love,  so  that  season  after  season  finds  him  hanging 
his  hat  on  the  same  old  nail  in  the  cosy  sitting- 
room,  from  the  window  of  which  he  eaii  see  the 
river. 

^  Flies  for  Norway  Hivers. 

Mr.  Dowell  gives  a  full-page  illustration  of 
salmon  flies,  and  has  the  following  note  : 

"  The  question  of  flies  is  a  diflicult  one— we  all 
have  our  own  fa\'om'ites  and  fancies.  My  own 
theory  is  that  an  angler's  fa^-ourite  fly  is  always 
his  best.  I  am  old-fashioned  enough  to  be  content 
with  a  few  standard  patterns,  believing  that  it  is 
more  important  to  have  a  good  assortment  of 
different  sizes  than  a  great  variety  of  colours, 

"  To  make  the  register  more  complete,  I  have 
obtained  from  the  tenants  of  the  anglings  under 
my  control  particulars  of  the  flies  and  the  sizes 
they  found  most  '  killing '  on  the  sections  they 
fished.  There  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  curiously 
interesting  unanimity  in  their  verdicts,  although 
the  characters  of  the  anglings  range  from  large 


The  19u0  Angling  Season  in  Norway. 
Anotlier  disappointing  angling  season  has  to  be 
recorded.    If,  says  Mr.  Dowell,  the  sport  of  1899 
was  patchy,  that  of  1900  may  be  described  as 
"  sulk\'." 

An  insufficient  fall  of  snow  in  Central  Western  4 
Norway  resulted  in  meagre  floods  at  the  conunence-  ' 
mont  of  the  angling  season,  and  consequently  an 
inadequate  volume  of  fresh  water  reached  the 
fjords  to  tempt  the  salmon  to  ascend  the  rivers, 
and-  the  fish  "  lingered  "  too  long  in  the  fjords,  and 
on  the  coast,  with  disastrous  results  to  the  angler 
and  a  profitable  haul  to  the  net  owners — these  being 
credited  with  having  made  many  thousand  pounds 
sterling  above  any  pre%dous  record.  ' 

Fortunately  for  a  few  there  were  some  exceptions  ( 
to   the   rule — the  Mandal  beating   the   previous  • 
season's  record  in  totals  and  weights — undoubtedly  ' 
due  to  the  system  inaugm-ated  in  the  spring  of  1899 
and  the  subsequent  preservation  of  the  river  for  rod 
angling.    The  Namsen — tlie  surest  river  in  Norway 
— maintained  its   records,  and  yielded  a  goodly 
average  of  heavy  fish,  but,  from  causes  directly  or 
indi»ectly  connected  with  the  war,  many  of  the 
beats  were  not  fished  by  the  I'egular  anglers,  or 
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were  only  fished  for  short  periods  diu-ing  the  best 
pai-t  of  the  season;  the  Gaula  (Oseu),  the  Gula 
(Trondhjems  Fjord),  the  Reiseu,  and  the  Orlda  being 
the  only  other  important  rivers  yielding  good  sport. 
Even  the  great  Laerdal  suffered  seriously  in  the 
eai-ly  months,  and  I  heard  of  one  river— owned  and 
fished  for  many  years  by  an  English  sportsman — 
which  only  yielded  one  fish  in  six  or  seven 
weeks;  but  the  past  season  was  admittedly 
exceptional. 


justified  in  describing  as  "  the  most  enterprising 
project  hitherto  mitiatcd "  with  the  object  of 
uuproving  sport  in  Norway — viz.,  the  preservation 
of  the  Mandal  River  for  rod  angling  ;  and  although 
only  two  seasons  have  passed  since  the  withdrawal 
(in  the  spring  of  1899)  of  the  nets  and  traps,  a 
gratifying  result  is  already  manifested  by  the 
increase,  both  in  numbers  and  weights,  of  fish 
caught,  and  that  it  is  due  to  preservation  is 
!  evidenced  by  the  improved  proportion  of  salmon 


I 


(Netting  and  trapping  in  full  force  during  the  abovo 

seasons.) 

1899 —  (First  year  of  witlulrawal  of  nets  and  trap.s) : 
total,  1.392  fish,  024.51b.    The  largest  fish  2CJlb. 

1900 —  (Second  year  of  withdrawal  of  nets  and  trap.s) ; 
total,  IGIO  fish  (446  salmon,  1109  grilse,  and  01  soa 
trout),  9014Jlb.    The  largest  fish  28Jlb. 

The  following  catch  on  a  section  of  the  Mandal 
for  one  week  is  recorded. 


Individual 

Total 

Grand 

Weights  of 

Weights 

Total 

1300.    .Salmon.  Salmon. 

Grilse. 

of  (irilse. 

Weiglit. 

July  1 

3 

13,  12,  lOJlb. 

13  . 

..  46  lb. 

81|lb. 

,.  2 

5 

12^,9,  8,  6i,  01b. 

15  . 

..  46  lb. 

87  lb. 

„  3 

2 

12  &  lOlb." 

9  . 

.  31  lb. 

53  lb. 

,>  4 

4 

26*,  lU,  1.3A,  lljlb.  16  . 

..  59Jlb. 

124Jlb. 

„  5 

1 

18Jlb. 

14  . 

.  46" lb. 

G4ilb. 

„  6 

3 

11,  9,  OJlb. 

17  . 

..  67^1b. 

94  lb. 

„  7 

3 

19,  12J,  111b. 

24  . 

..  90  lb. 

132Jlb. 

1  week 

21  Salmon. 

108  Gril.se. 

637  lb. 

Forty  years  ago  the  Mandal  was  one  of  the  best 
angling  rivers  in  Norway. 

For  thirty  years  prior  to  the  end  of  1898  netting 
and  trapping  had  been  an  ever-increasing  industry 
on  the  Mandal — increasing  as  regards  the  numbers 
of  fixed  and  movable  engines  for  the  capture  of 
fish — resulting  in  a  corresponding  decrease  of  the 
average  weight  of  the  salmon  and  grilse  captured, 
while  the  new  era  inaugurated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  angling  season  of  1899  raised  hopeful 
expectations  which  have  been  fully  justified  in  the 
season  just  past. 

Salmon  have  access  to  about  .'5.5  kilometres  of  the 
river,  farther  ascent  being  barred  by  the  top  falls 
known  as  Foss  Foss.  The  total  length  of  the 
Mandal  proper  is  136  kilometres  ;  it  has  a  basin  of 
1760  square  kilometres.  The  Mandal  itself  has  its 
som'ce  on  the  Haskfjeld,  a  large  plateau  of  the 
Langfjeldene,  generally'  retaining  the  winter  snow 
well  on  till  June  or  July,  according  to  season,  and 
tributaries  of  the  river  flow  out  of  or  through 
countless  lakes  or  mountain  tarns,  these  collectively 
forming  one  of  the  best  reservoirs  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  river  at  a  good  level.  The  river  falls 
directly  into  the  sea  near  Mandal  To\ni,  without 
any  intermediate  fjord. 

We  should  like  to  give  some  extracts  from 
Mr.  Dowell's  account  of  the  magnificent  Gula 
River,  which  was  personally  inspected  by  him  last 
year,  when  he  arranged  to  buy  off  certain  salmon 
traps  and  nets,  but  must  refer  our  readers  to  his 
most  useful  guide ;  in  fact,  all  who  have  any  idea 
of  going  to  Norway  for  salmon  fishing,  and  are  in 
doubt  where  to  go,  should  consult  ]Mr.  Dowell ; 
he  is  extremely  com-teous  in  giving  information, 
which  is  not  confined  to  Norway,  and  extends  to 
shooting  as  well  as  fishing. 

Wonderful  S.\lmon  Fishing  in  Icel.\nd. 

On  page  94  are  given  some  particulars  whicli  will, 
we  are  sure,  be  read  with  interest  by  many  salmon 
anglers,  including  our  old  correspondent  "  M.  B.," 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who  asked  us  recently  to 
remember  him  to  old  friends.  "  M.  B."  used  to 
fish  in  Iceland,  and  one  season  killed  499  salmon, 
and  could  not  make  up  the  500. 

••  Well-known  English-o^vned  sahnon  and  grilse 
river,  the  best  on  the  island,  convenient  of  access 
from  Reykjavik.  River  extends  fi-om  sea  to  lake 
about  five  or  six  miles,  and  for  June  is  suitable  for 
two  or  three  rods,  and  for  July  and  August  for  at 
least  four  rods. 

Flies — Very  Small  Dodble-Hooked  Silver  Flies. 

"  1900  (June  5  to  Aug.  26).— Salmon,  gi-ilse,  1657  ; 
sea  trout,  large  number. 

"  Salmon  are  very  numerous,  from  91b.  to  15lb., 
the  largest  201b.  Sea  trout  up  to  o^lb.,  any  number. 
There  has  been  no  netting  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  the  river  is  improving  every  year,  both  river 
and  land  being  owned  by  English  propi-ietor.  1900 
season  was  the  driest  ever  known  m  Iceland,  so 
in  an  av  erage  year  three  good  rods  will  certainly 
kill  over  2000  fish. 

"  Two  iron  and  wood  houses  on  the  upper  and 
lower  stretches  of  angling,  besides  house  for  two 
men-servants." 

1657  salmon  and  grilse  in  less  than  two  months  ; 
prodigious ! 

But  anyone  thinking  of  Iceland  or  the  north  of 
Norway  shovdd  remember  that  mosquitoes  and 
black  liies  have  to  be  included  in  the  bargain,  and 
from  all  we  have  heard  of  it  we  should  ad\  ise  a 
trial  of  Stephen's  "  Skivet,"  a  eleim,  pleasant 
preparation  which  we  know  to  have  been  extremely 
useful  in  some  cases. 


i'.VLMM,  ON  THE  SUNDAL  ElVEB,  NOEWAY. 


RivEB.  A.\EO. — Slohebn  Pool  and  the  lower  part  op  "Hell's  Vedos,"  or  Devil's  Waters, 

where  the  river  falls  in  several  cascades  fob  a  distance  Off  about  100  YARDS. 


One  remark  to  tenants,  in  the  interests  of  all. 
Tips  there  wUl  be  to  the  end  of  the  chapter — but  a 
gratuity  should  be  given  separately  from  the  actual 
wage  earned,  other\vise  the  wily  Norsk  imagines  he 
is  getting  a  higher  wage,  and  shortly  we  will  all  be 
paying  four  and  five  kroner  per  day  for  oiu- 
Norwegian  gillies  I 

The  Mandal  River. 

Salmon  anglers  all  over  the  world  will  be 
interested  in  seeing  what  a  gratifying  result  has 
been  attained  through  what  Mr.  i)owell  is  quite 


to  grilse  yielded  in  the  1900  angling  season  than  in 
the  previous  one. 

The  aggregate  catches  reported  on  Mandal  since 
1896  are  as  follows  : — 

1896—  May,  4  fish,  421b.  ;  June,  2  fish,  161b.  ;  .July, 
1  fish,  3ilb ;  August,  60  fish,  1821b. ;  September,  21 
fish,  591b :  total,  87  fish,  3001b.  The  largest  fish  ISAlb. 

1897—  Jime.  94  fish,  5191b. ;  Julv,  18  fish,  Oll'b.  ; 
August,  22  fish,  971b.;  September,  19  fish,  761b.: 
total,  152  fish,  742ilb..    The  largest  fish  171b. 

1898—  Mav,  3  iish,  321b.:  June,  4G  fish,  3481b.; 
Julv,  25  fish,  751b.  ;  August,  6  fish,  161b. ;  total,  80 
fish,  4711b.    The  largest  fish  151b. 
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The    despised    Wrasse,    Curner,    Sea  Tench, 
Gwrachan,  Rock-fisli— in  fact,  it  has  as  many  or 
more  names  as  species,  is  conmion  on  most  parts 
of  the  coast,  but  more  plentiful,  as  far  as  my 
experience   goes,  on  the   south -  west   aiid  west 
shores.     They  may  be   taken  in  all  depths  of 
water,  but  this  paper  will  deal  only  -svitli  sliore 
angling  for  them.    Although  as  a  table  fish  tliey 
are  despicable,  the  flesh  being  sweet  and  pappy, 
they  show  by  no  means  bad  sport;   and,  after 
all,_  the   pleasure   of   angling  does   not  consist 
entirely  in  the  edible  qualities  of  the  spoil.  Were 
it  so,  few  men  would  care  to  go  barbel,  bream, 
or  roach  fishing.    This  A  iew  of  it  is  not  taken  by 
Cornish  or  Welsh  men— in  fact,  in  the  island  of 
Anglesey  people  prefer  them  to  any  other  sea  fish, 
and  I  have  often,  when  offering  to  give  away  a 
catch,  known  men  pick  out   a   moderate  -  sized 
gu-rachan  and  reject  an  81b.  pollack  or  coal  fish. 
It  would  appear  that  the  value  of  the  fish  is  fixed 
by  the  size  of  the  scales,  therefore  the  gadid:B,  being 
to  appearance  scaleless,  are  rejected  in  favour  of 
bream,  bass,  and  wrasse.  There  are  some  twelve  or 
more  species  found  on  the  Britisli  coast,  but  many 
of  these  are  rare  or  local,  and  those  which  more 
frequently  come  under  the  notice  of   the  sliore 
angler  are  :  the  ballan  wrasse  {Labrns  maculata) ; 
the  three-spotted  wrasse  {L.  trimaculatiis)  ;  the 
rock  cook  {L.  exoletus) ;  and  the  cockwing  (L. 
Cormihicnsis).    Of  these  the  former  is  the  largest 
of  the  genus,  gi-owing  to  as  much  as  91b.,  but  this 
is  an  unusual  size  :  from  31b.  to  61b.  is,  however,  a 
common  weight.    There  is  no  fish  I  am  acquainted 
with  which  -caries  so  much  in  colour,  from  red  with 
beautiful  gold,  brown,  and  white  mottlings  to  dark 
dirty  green  and  sometimes  nearly  black.   'No  doubt 
the  colouring  depends  on  that  of  their  immediate 
surroundings,  as  you  generally  take  them  of  the 
same  sh.ade  from  one  place.    I  remember  one  rock 
wliere  they  were  always,  as  an  old  De\-onshire 
fisherman  .said,  "  gurt  green  felty  twoads."    I  have 
caught  scores  on  this  rock,  but  never  one  of  a 
different  colour.    It  was  an  isolated  rock,  and  very 
dark,  as  might  be  seen  at  very  low  tides  when  the 
water  was  clear. 

The  ballan  wrasse  is  a  bottom  fish,  but  seems 
occasionally  to  rise  a  little  to  a  passing  bait,  as 
they  are  fi-equently  taken  when  whiffing  for  pollack 
with  rag  worms  ;  but  on  several  occasions  I  have 
caught  them  with  red  rubber  band  baits  with  a 
baby  spinner  above  the  hook,  and  ncA-er  have 
noted  a  case  where  one  has  bitten  when  the  baby 
lias  been  absent  :  this  seems  to  show  tliat  the\- 
will  chase  glittering  objects. 

I  fancy  their  food  is  partly  vegetable,  but  little 
comes  amiss  to  them.  The  best  bait  is  soft  crab, 
but  white  sand  worm  is  nearly  as  attractive  —rag 
worms,  lug  worms,  mussels,  'pieces  of  mackerel" 
herring,  pilchard— in  fact,  most  of  the  ordinary 
baits,  also  pieces  of  fig  :  this  last  bait  should  be  put 
on  the  liook  doubled  so  that  the  seeds  are  outside  ; 
no  doubt  they  take  it  for  roe,  or  perliaps  groups  of 
small  mollusca.  I  have  been  told  that  I  first  tried 
that  bait  under  a  mistake,  and  that  my  informant, 
a  Cornishman,  meant  raisins,  as  in  the  West  of 
England  they  are  called  figs,  as,  for  example, 
"  '^"iggy  pudden."  However,  Wilcocks  mentions 
figs,  and  he  would  hardly,  tliough  a  Devon  man, 
have  made  such  a  blunder.  I  hope,  however,  some 
of  my  readers  will  try  raisins— tliov  may  turn  out  a 
"  very  deadly  lure."  Tliis  last  expression  reminds 
me  of  a  story.  A  friend  was  told  by  the  wife  of  a 
great  salmon  fislier  that  her  husband  had  a  most 
deadly  lure  for  salmon  ;  on  his  expressing  a  wish 
to  see  it  she  produced  an  enormous  snatching 
tackle ! 

The  gear  for  wrasse  should  be  strong,  but  not 
coarse,  as  when  the  water  is  briglat  they  are  a  shy 
fish  ;  the  gut  is  Ijest  stained  green  or  brown,  iii 
order  to-P.ssiniilato  with  the  hue  of  the  seaweed  in 
which  they  make  their  haunt.  The  hook  should 
be  strong  but  not  too  large.  I  generally  used 
small-sized  salmon  or  grilse  Limerick  hooks.  I 
always  prefer  a  float  where  there  is  sufficient  space 
between  the  weeds,  and  for  tackle  a  paternoster  not 
more  than  2ft.  in  length,  with  two  hooks,  one  half- 
way up  and  the  other  close  to  the  lead.  Where 
there  is  more  room,  a  2ft.  length  of  gut,  with  a 
large  shot  six  to  nine  inches  from  the  hook,  another 
the  same  distance  above  the  first,  and  a  good-sized 
pipe  lead,  according  to  the  size  of  your  float,  run 
on  the  reel  line,  resting  where  it  is"  joined  to  the 


gufc.  ]3e  careful  to  use  finer  gut  for  your  hooks 
than  your  gut-line,  as  hangs-up  are  frequent ;  but  it 
is  surprising  how,  when  a  steady  strain  is  put  on, 
a  hook  will  cut  its  way  througli  the  front  of  an  ore 
weed,  but  if  it  catches  the  stem  a  break  is  bound 
to  ensue.' 

In  the  places  I  shall  describe  later  on  there  is 
but  little  space  between  the  growth  of  weed  on  the 
sides  of  the  fissures,  and  unless  they  arc  unusually 
wide  float  fishing  is  ticklish  work, 'but  I  prefer  to 
use  a  float  where  possible,  e\'en  Avith  a  paternoster. 
A  small  pike  float  or  large  Trent  barbel  float  is 
best ;  the  sliding  ones  do  well,  as,  although  it  is 
not  often  that  you  get  more  than  eiglit  or  ten  feet 
close  to  the  shore,  I  know  some  spots  where  it 
runs  thirty  and  even  forty  feet  witliin  a  yard  of  the 
rocks  on  which  you  stand.  Should  you  be  lucky 
enough  to  find  one  of  these  places,  you  would  of 
course  look  for  something  better  than  wrasse. 
When  in  shallow  water  do  not  let  it  slide,  but  make 
fast  with  two  half-hitches  round  the  top.  Do  not 
be  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  strike  ;  the  bite  is  much 
10£e  that  of  a  perch — two  or  three  bobs  and  then 
down  goes  the  float.  When  it  is  well  under,  let  go, 
and  keep  as  much  strain 'on  as  you  dare,  for  he  will 
bolt  into  the  weed  directly.  Use  a  landing-net :  a 
gaff  is  not  much  good,  as  the  hard  scales  are 
difficult  to  penetrate.  The  net  should  be  of  small 
mesh  dressed  ;  it  is  best  to  have  a  strong  frame — 
not  a  foldmg  one — as  then  it  enables  you  to  catch 
prawns  for  bait  in  the  rock  pools,  and  so  get  a 
chance  at  a  good  pollack  or  bass  if  you  see  any 
playing  about.  In  this  case  set  your  float  shallow 
and  thro\A'  out  to  them — I  have  on  several  occasions 
caught  mackerel  in  this  way  when  wrasse  fishing — 
throw  out  as  far  as  you  can,  and  reel  in  quickly. 
This,  of  course,  is  when  you  see  them  playing  close 
in  shore,  which  they  often  do  when  they  cannot  be 
disturbed  by  seines  being  shot  round  them. 

Tlie  rod  I  generally  use  for  shore  fishing  is  an 
ordinary  pike  rod.  I  liave  t\\-o,  one  of  East  India 
cane  bought  by  my  father  at  tlie  Exhibition  of 
1862.  This  rod  has  killed  some  hundredweiglits  of 
pike  and  sea  fish,  and  is  now  as  straight  as  over, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  joints  liaving 
had  to  be  repaired  from  a  blundering  fellow 
stepping  on  it,  is  as  good  as  when  it  came  out  of 
Farlow's  workshop,  and  fit  for  another  thirty  years' 
work.  The  other  was  made  by  W.  Baily,  the 
elder,  for  sea  fishing,  and  is  of  red  deal  and  lance 
wood.  This  is  heavier  than  the  Farlow,  but  still  a 
good  useful  old  rod.  I  do  not  care  for  the  short 
heavy  sea  rods  for  shore  fishing  :  tliey  may  do  for 
deep-water  work  in  the  offing,  but  I  do  not  care  for 
rods  in  these  places :  there  is  nearly  always  more 
or  less  lop  on  some  miles  out,  and  a  liand  line  can 
be  mucli  better  managed,  and  will  kill  as  many- 
fish.  But  in  shallo^v  water  the  rod  will  b(!at  the 
hand  line  into  fits :  I  have  often  cauglit  more  than 
three  other  fellows  with  two  lines  each. 

For  line  I  use  a  plaited  uiKhi  s:  !•(!  silk  Notting- 
ham, and  when  kept  properly  dried  find  one  wWl 
last  for  years.  They  are  light,  and  do  not  ti-y  the 
rod  so  much  in  fishing  at  a  distance  as  the  dressed 
ones,  and  I  think  you  can  strike  quicker  with 
them.  When  the  season  is  over  I  well  wash  the 
line  in  fresh  water  and  put  it  away  in  a  coil.  My 
reel  is  a  fast-running  Nottingliam  centre  reel.  I 
have  used  it  for  sea  fishing  for  some  twenty  years, 
and  by  keeping  plenty  of  vaseline  on  it  have  never 
been  troubled  with  rust.  When  it  is  very  wet  I 
take  it  apart  and  thoroughly  dry  it  before  the  fire, 
and  sometimes  put  a  little  petroleum  inside  tlie 
working  parts.  Tliey  are  expensive,  but  I  think 
Hardy's  new  reels  would  be  splendid  ones  for  sea 
work.  I  mean  the  ones  with  the  check  on  until 
you  take  it  off'  by  pressing  a  little  piece  of  metal  at 
the  side.  I  have  never  seen  one  taken  apart,  so 
they  may  be  too  delicate  for  sea  work. 

The  best  places  for  rock  fishing  are  the  shores 
where  tlie  older  foundations  exist  and  upheavals 
have  caused  ridges  to  bo  formed  with  intervals  of 
depression.  This  state  of  things  is  chiefly  existing 
on  the  soutli-west  and  west  coasts  ;  the  south  shore 
of  the  island  of  Anglesey  is  particularly  good,  also 
the  coast  of  Cornwall.  To  find  the  best  places  get 
on  the  cliff'  when  the  water  is  clear,  and  the  spaces 
between  the  weeds  will  be  plainly  seen,  as  they  are 
generally  floored  with  shingle  from  the  debris  of 
the  adjacent'  rocks.  Plumb  tlie  dfptli,  and  alter 
your  float  as  tlie  tide  rises  or  fall;;.  You  can 
commence  fishing  in  most  places  about  half-ebli, 
but  low  water  and  the  first  hour  of  flood  are  the 
best  times  for  the  larger  fish.  Be  \  ery  careful  not 
to  get  cut  oft'  with  the  tide,  "and  look  out  for  large 


rollers,  which  sometimes  coino  in  suddenly,  eve 
during  calms,  m  places'  open  to  the  Atlantic, 
speak  feelingly,  having  on  one  occasion  had  a  ver .. 
narrow  escape.  Tliroe  of  us  were  in  a  small  dinghy 
paddling  along  under  the  shore ;  we  all  hai)pened 
to  bo  looking  towards  the  land  ;  the  sea  was  "  calm 
as  cahn  could  bo,"  when  suddenly  a  huge  roller 
took  us  and  landed  us  a  good  fifteen  feet  up  in 
a  cleft  of  the  rocks,  shooting  us  all  out.  Luckily  we 
held  on  to  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  but  oars'ancl 
every  loose  article  went  adrift.  On  anotlier  occasion^" 
when  pollackiug,  a  roller  landed  me  on  a  smooth 
sloping  rock.  The  reflex  swept  me  back  witli  thei 
boat  nearly  full  of  water,  but,  wonderful  to  say,  nofri 
a  plank  started.  I  mention  these  tilings  to  warrt 
my  readers  who  are  used  to  the  south  coast  only 
that  even  smooth  seas  have  their  peculiar  dangers. 
But  to  return  to  the  fish. 

The  smaller  kinds  of  wrasse  are  fomid  in  shallow 
water ;  ordinary  perch  tackle  and  cane  rods  do  for 
them.  To  get  sport  with  these  little  fellows  begin 
as  tlie  tide  flows  ;  as  soon  as  there  is  two  or  three 
feet  of  water  they  rush  up  the  gullies,  and  may  be 
caught  by  tlie  dozen ;  you  can  keej)  following  them 
up  t'le  gullies  riglit  to  the  toji  of  liigli  water.  It  is  ■ 
very  good  fun  for  cliildren,  and  the  catch  will  be 
gladly  received  by  any  man  wlio  has  crab  pots  or 
prawn  nets,  and  will  gonrnilly  lead  to  his  giving 
you  something  in  the  A\a,\  of  baits,  perhaps  soldiers 
or  a  soft  crab.  In  conclusion,  get  some  khul  of 
ground  bait — shore  crabs  pounded  up  witli  cold 
potatoes  or  any  sliell  fisli  pounded;  I  have  used 
the  small  acorn  liarnacles  sci  apcd  from  the  rocks 
with  an  old  chisel,  and  found  tliciu  effective,  and  on 
one  occasion,  when  we  were  M  itlumt  ground 'bait, 
my  friend  the  late  Mr.  W.  I.  ^Villiams  found  a  lot 
of  shells  in  a  crevice  which  were  pulverised  by  the 
action  of  the  waves.  These  he  threw  in,  and  we 
could  see  the  wrasse  darting  out  of  the  weeds  and 
chasing  the  glittering  particles  as  they  descended. 
On  this  occasion  -we  had  a  very  fine  take,  as  \\-ell  as 
soiiie  large  congers  got  on  throw-out  lines.  But  this 
article  is  now  long  enough,  so  I  must  leave  a 
description  of  that  style  of  fishing  until  another 
occasion. 

Although  I  have  headed  this  "  Wrasse  Fishing," 
it  does  not  mean  that  these  fisli  only  will  be  caught, 
for  there  is  a  chance  at  c^•er^•  Idnd.  I  have  had  in 
one  afternoon  pout  bream,  bass,  pollack,  coal  fish, 
four  dift'erent  kinds  of  wrasse,  and  a  1211i.  skate, 
and  on  several  occasions  even  lobsters.  ISly  sister- 
in-law,  using  part  of  a  small  eel  for  wrasse  on  a 
common  perch  hook,  got  a  giant  vlobster ;  our 
landing  net  was  small,  and  I  had  to  thro-s\-  it  up  in 
tJie  air,  and  in  descending  it  struck  a  sliarp  point  of 
rock,  whicli  split  its  skull  and  caused  it  to  bleed 
a  good  'do:d ;  e\  eu  then  it  weiglied,  after  being 
caninl  Inr  Jiours  in  a  hot  sun,  isUb.  I  have  no 
di)iil)t  it  hist  at  least  Ir'lb.  This  ^as  caught  in  a 
rock  pool  in  not  more  than  a  fathom  of  ^vater  on  a  i 
very  hot  summer's  afternoon,  a  most  unlikely  tune  i 
and  place  for  a  lobster  to  feed.         E.  Gosling 
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_  The  passenger  took  a  hand  at  this  for  a  short 
time,  but  soon  found  it  more  congenial  to  watch 
the  mauosuyres  of  a  pair  of  ospreys  that  were 
hawking  o\ev  the  stream.  There  was'  a  very  nasty 
rush  of  water  ahead  tliat  liad  to  l)e  neg'itiate'd.  The 
boat  was  now  drawing  very  little  water,  and  lieeled 
over  to  an  alarming  extent  as  she  dashed  into  it 
and  turned  almost  at  right  angles  up  a  narrow 
channel  out  of  the  main  stream.  It  sromcd  a  -^-ery 
smart  piece  of  work.  In  a  short  time  we  ran  to 
the  foot  of  a  very  large  series  of  rapids,  tlie  upper 
limit  of  the  boat's  voyage.  The  captain  informed 
me  that  the  fisliing  rights  here  Ijelonged  to  the 
steamship  conqiany,  and  that  I  was  welcome  to  fish 
anywhere  I  ^vished.  It  was  a  wild-looking  country, 
no  sign  of  house  or  human  occupation,  only  forest 
and  rock  and  roaring  white  water.  The  boat  and 
its  crew  remained  there  till  morning.  I  was  told 
to  go  on  along  the  track,  when  I  would  find  anotlier 
boat,  and  sure  enougli,  about  half  a  mile  lie\n)i(l,  a 
tiny  craft,  the  Titristen,  was  lymg  oft'  an  ancient- 
looking  pier  with  the  captain  and  crew  fishing  with 
long  rods  off  the  bridge.  On  seeing  my  rods  they 
liailed  a  fellow-sportsman  and  promptly  got  out 
an  otter,  a,nd  we  took  a  turn  round  the  head  of  the 
rapids  in  the  dingey.  It  was  a  style  of  fisliing  I 
had  never  indulged  m  before,  and  do  not  want  to 
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again.  With  tlie  exception  of  one  terrific  tug  that 
sent  the  otter  ploughing  through  the  water  like  a 
torpedo  boat,  we  got  nothing.  As  it  was  getting 
late  and  dark,  I  began  to  have  thoughts  of  supper 
and  bed.  I  had  an  idea  t-hat  both  were  to  be 
found  up  stream,  so  was  not  sorry  when  the  otter 
was  hauled  in,  the  dingey  secured  and  we  were 
I)ufi5ng  onwards.  After  a  time  a  light  appeared  on 
shore,  and  we  ran  into  a  very  tmnbled-dowii  lauding 
Htage  lieaped  up  with  iron  clamps,  coils  of  wire 
rope  and  all  the  paraplicrnalia  of  timber  booms. 
The  boat  was  going  back  at  once,  but  tlie  captain 
kindly  guided  me  to  tlie  house  through  the  darkness 
and  explained  my  mission  to  the  good  lady.  After 
a  time  I  was  shown  into  the  g\iest  cliambcr,  and 
sounds  of  frying  were  lieard,  while  small  children 
occasionally  peeped  in  to  have  a  look  at  the 
Rti'anger.  Tliese  proved  most  deliglitful  quarters, 
ovor;\'tnie  next  morning,  including  tlic  small  cliil- 
dreJi  and  dogs,  doing  what  they  knew  to  make  one 
feel  that  one  vias  welcome.  There  was  a  con- 
'siderablo  rmniber  of  men  and"  women  abo.it  who 
seemed  to  bo  chiefly  occujiicd  in  getting  in  the 
liay.  Where  they  all  stow  ed  thomsehcs  away  at 
night  was  a  mystery  I  nc\or  solved.  The  house 
o«!y  contained  three  roomy  downstairs,  and  t^\'o  of 
them  were  made  Gwr  to  mo.  As  it  was  perfectl^>' 
cloudless  and  bla^^ing  hot  it  was  pronounced  use- 
less to  try  for  Lax-oring  until  tlie  evening,  so  I 
"'andered  round  until  I  found  a  small  stream 
eonihig  from  a  lake  behind  the  house.  In' sjTtite  of 
tho  Him  tuid  glarfsiness  of  tlio  water  it  was  possible 
to  pick  Up  fi  lot  of  herring-sized  grayling,  one 
about  the  size  of  a  sprat  being  carefully  preserved 
With  a  view  of  presenting  it  later  on  to  the  largo 
trout.  A  Norwegian  pike  loves  nothing  licttor 
tlian  a  small  grayling,  and  it  would  be  \\()itli 
trying  wJiotlier  the  more  Jioble  trout  had  the  same 
woakncMH.    TJie  result  proved  that  lie  !iad. 

I:i  the  e'\ening  my  host  rowed  me  down  to  the 
rapids,  armed  with  fly  and  trolling  rod  to  try  at  last 
for  one  of  the  fish  one  had  come  so  far  afield  to  seek. 
Ho  was  a  very  keen  fisherman  and  a  splendid 
specimen  of  the  nothern  race.  It  v.'a  ;  also  not 
(litlicult  to  understand  the  Swedish  that  lie  spoke. 
On  the  way  down  a  vigorous  tug  at  the  line  denoted 
that  the  blue  phantom  that  had  spun  through  many 
miles  of  Norwegian  water  had  added  one  more  to 
its  \  ictims.  After  a  brief  struggle  a  21b.  trout  was 
;..afcly  landed.  This  was  pronounced,  in  answer  to 
my  query,  to  be  Stenbit,  or  an  ordinary  trout.  As 
we  approached  the  broken  water  large  rings  were 
fornnng  continually  on  the  edge,  just  where  it  began 
to  run  oily.  It  looked  like  the  work  of  grayling. 
Picking  up  the  fly  rod,  after  several  bad  shots  a 
green  and  teal  \\-as  landed  right  in  the  centre  of 
one.  The  struggle  that  ensued  was  long  and 
wearisome,  as  the  water  was  very  heavy  and  the 
gut  light.  It  proved  to  be,  as  suspected,  a  grayling 
of  l»lb.  I  had  not  come  to  catch  these  things,  so 
putting  tlie  sprat-like  grayling  of  the  morning  on  a 
crocodile  tackle,  I  let  it  go'  down  stream  some  thirty- 
yards.  Suddenly  tliere  was  a  splash,  and  a  tail 
appeared  on  air,  while  the  reel  screeched  again. 
"Lax-oring,  Stor-oring  !  "  yelled  the  oarsman  ;  and 
oring  it  was,  but  not  a  large  one,  scaling  just  under 
51b.  It  was  a  lovely  fish,  marked  thickly  witli  black 
spots,  and  looked  lilie  a  lake  trout,  which  it  probalily 
was.  As  a  certain  amount  of  the  bait  still  remained,  it 
was  carefully  put  together  a,nd  sent  down  stream 
once  more  -with  exactly  the  same  result,  another  fish 
of  identically  the  same  weight  being  successfully 
gaffed  after  a  desperate  fight  in  the  boiling  stream'. 
We  wei-e  now  done,  as  the  bait  had  vanished,  and 
spooii  and  pliantom  were  entirely  disregarded. 
Rowing  home,  my  liost  explained  that  it  was  too 
soon  for  the  really  lieavy  fish.  In  September  they 
were  to  be  caught  six  kilo  in  weight  and  even  ten 
kilo.  We  managed  to  secure  a  lovely  char  Irjlb.  on 
a  claret  fly  before  landing.  The  "said  char  ten 
minutes  afterwards  wa ;  in  the  fr\-ing  pan,  and 
wasn't  it  good  !  Next  day  I  worked  hard  at  tlie 
gi-ayling  lake,  and  after  many  hours'  fishing,  among 
a  great  heap  of  ilb.  and  ilb.  fish  were  six  of  the 
desired  size.  None  of  the  fish  were  wasted,  as  they 
were  all  cleaned  and  placed  in  the  pickle  tub  for 
winter's  use.  With  these  six  baits  we  felt  confident 
of  sport,  and  that  evening  landed  six  ciring,  but  none 
above  3^ lb.  It  was  lively  work  while  it  lasted. 
Artificial  baits  again  proved  useless.  Next  morning 
there  came  a  Swedish  sportsman  to  fish  the  lakes. 
He  was  armed  with  an  enormous  otter  of  zinc  and 
tm,  with  about  two  score  double-hooked  flies,  worm 
hooks  and  Devon  pliantoms.  an  engine  of  satan. 
-Has !  he  carried  oft"  mine  host,  and  I  was  handed 
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over  to  a  farm  hand  for  the  evening's  sport  at  the 
rapids.  As  only  two  small  troutlets,  and  they 
black  and  gruny,  had  been  captured  in  tlie  morning 
for  bait,  the  prospect  did  not  look  very  brilliant, 
especially  as  the  new  rower  did  not  know  liis  work. 
In  fact,  he  nearly  ended  everything  by  getting  too 
far  down  the  stream,  and  we  almost  went  to 
destruction  over  tlie  falls.  It  was  a  most  un- 
pleasant experience.  We  remained  quite  stationary 
for  o\'er  five  minutes,  for  I  was  watching  the  bank 
witli  my  heart  in  my  boots,  and  the  same  rock  was 
opposite  me  all  that  time,  although  the  rower 
pulled  till  the  sweat  poured  off'  him  in  streams, 
partially  I  tliiuk  from  fright.  I  know  he  looked 
pretty  scared  anyhow,  just  as  I  felt.  He  gradually, 
finding  it  impossible  to  make  way,  edged  across, 
and  lost  ground  in  doing  so  (I  shall  never  forget 
tliat  rock  slipping  up  stream),  and  getting  into  the 
rocks,  liung  on  and  worked  up  that  way.  I  had 
liad  enough  of  it.  It  seemed  better  then — 
"  To  sit  me  down  upon  the  yellow  sand 
Between  the  sun  and  moon  upon  the  shore." 
Then,  after  a  rest,  we  went  home,  with  two  small 
fisli  only  for  all  our  toil. 

Next  day,  in  spite  of  pressing  invitations  to  stop 
till  September,  wlicn  the  "  sex  kilo  "  gut  would  be 
about,  I  got  on  the  Tui  iatcn  and  went  up  stream. 
It  was  a  lovely  run,  and,  as  had  been  the  case 
nearly  all  the  way  from  Solleftea,  I  had  the  boat  to 
myself.  Higli  fields  lay  on  both  sides,  reaching  to 
about  4,000  feet,  a  pleasant  change  after  the  level 
monotonous  forest  scenery.  The  stream  widened 
out  once  more  into  a  broad  lake,  which  worked  up 
into  quite  a  nasty  sea,  reminding  one  of  the  un- 
pleasant part  of  the  Baltic  trip.  One  mountain  in 
front  bore  an  extraorduiary  resemblance  to  a 
crouehuig  lion,  and  was,  I  found,  actually  called 
the  Lion  Rock.  On  the  right  bank  there  came  in 
a  large  river  from  the  Munsfjeld,  making  the 
Ilallingsafallet  tlic  largest  fall  in  Sweden.  The 
c;ii)kuu  w  as  vei'y  anxious  that  I  should  go  and  see 
it,  pointing  out  where  I  could  lodge  for  the  night, 
and  promising  to  come  and  fetch  me  in  tlie  morn- 
ing. l)ut  it  was  not  tempting  enough,  so  we  went 
on,  and  towards  e^'ening  reached  Frostviken,  the 
last  station  in  Sweden,  above  whicli  tlie  steamer 
did  not  go.  This  is  a  delightful  place,  and  the 
hotel,  which  is  new,  most  excellent  in  e\-ery 
way.  The  ri\'er  here,  which  comes  down  from  a 
^'cry  large  lake  above,  did  not  yield  anytliing, 
although  I  was  told  that  Lax-oring  were  often 
caught  below  the  falls.  The  flowers  were  a 
feature  here,  many  Alpine  varieties  occurring  on 
the  banks.  I  made  an  expedition  to  a  distant 
lake,  which  proved  a  blank  as  far  as  the  lake  itself 
was  concerned.  However,  after  about  an  hour's 
scramble  through  swamp  and  dense  undergrowth, 
we  came  to  a  beek,  and  soon  tired  of  flicking  out 
small  trout  into  the  trees.  The  guide  was  clean 
crazy  on  mines  and  ores  (he  had  pre-\'iously  oft'ered 
to  sell  me  a  copjier-mine  very  cheap) ,  and  would  go 
in  front  to  prospect  the  rocks  in  the  river  bed.  I 
don't  think  he  knew  very  much  about  it,  as  he 
regarded  mica  schist-  as  a  valuable  ore.  As  I  was 
standing  belo^v  him  on  a  sloping  rock,  over  which 
about  half-an-iiich  of  water  was  flowing,  I  was 
surprised  to  find  two  great  trout  slipping  along 
between  my  feet ;  the  prospector  had  started  them 
from  a  pool  abo-\-e.  A  vigorous  kick  only  succeeded 
in  landing  one  into  deep  water,  while  the  other 
quickly  followed.  After  this  we  went  back  to  the 
lake,  passing  places  trodden  down  and  covered 
^vith  droppings,  like  a  farm-yard,  by  elk,  and  started 
to  lisli  the  river  that  ran  out.  Hero  an  liour's 
capital  sport  was  enjoyed,  although  the  fish  did 
not  run  much  over  ilb.  We  had  a  heavy  v.-eiglit 
when  we  had  finished,  and  the  good  people  of  the 
liotel  were  anxious  to  pay  me  for  them.  From 
here  four  days'  carrioling,  with  occasional  halts  for 
an  odd  hour's  fishing,  took  one  through  primteval 
forest  over  the  frontier,  down  througli  the  Sunddola 
Valley  to  Namsos,  where  the  coasting  steamer  took 
me  to  Trondhjein.       •  W.  F.  Evans. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 


Contributors,  River  Reporters,  Club  Secretaries, 
and  Correspondents  are  requested  to  post  so  as  to 
arrive  NOT  LATER  THAN  FIVE  O'CLOCK 
on  Thursdays  at  St.  Dunstan's  House.  On  Friday 
next,  Jan.  19,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  pub- 
lished at  TWO  O'CLOCK  at  St.  Dunst.an's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
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NOTES  FOR  ROACH  ANGLERS. 


(From  the  "  Booh  of  the  Boach"  *  hy  the  late 
J.  Grkville  Fennell.  Edited  and  revised 
hy  .]ohn  T5i(;kerdykk.) 

CHAI'TKR  1. 

A  GENER.'VL  survey  of  the  different  methods  of 
roach  fishing  and  the  circumstances  imder  which 
each  is  most  useful. 

This  introductory  chapter  of  mine  is  intended  to 
bet  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  key  to  wliat  follows. 
It  is  written  witli  the  object  of  making  the  book 
as  a  whole  more  useful  to  beginners  and  those  who 
are  only  slightly  acquainted  with  the  suljject.  I 
wish  to  take  the  reader  rapidly  through  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  various  methods  of  roach  fishing,  giving 
him  as  we  go  a  general  idea  of  the  occasions  on 
which  eacli  one  is  most  suitable.  It  sliould  be 
understood  at  the  outset  that  tliere  is  no  best  way. 
The  man  who  has  fished  in  the  Lea  all  liis  life  will 
probably  say  his  plan  is  tlie  best,  and  the  equally 
clever  angler  from  Nottingliam  will  be  quite  as 
ready  to  assert  that  there  is  nothing  so  good  as  the 
peculiar  tackle  used  on  the  Trent.  Both  are  right 
to  a  certain  extent,  the  Lea  method  being  best  in 
the  deep,  quiet  swims  of  tlie  Lea ;  the  Trent 
method  being  superior  for  shallow,  clear  swims, 
whether  they  are  swift  or  not.  The  angler  who 
seeks  to  become  a  really  accomiilished  roach  fi.sher 
should  study  all  methods,  and  be  ready,  whatever 
the  swim  and  however  high  or  low  or  coloured  the 
water,  to  catch  roach  so  long  as  there  are  any  to 
be  caught. 

At  the  very  outset,  too,  there  is  one  other  piece 
of  advice  which  I  am  anxious  to  impress  upon 
begmners.  Do  not  fish  by  rule  of  thumb.  A 
certain  Trent  angler  who  was  most  successful  with 
the  roach i  was  one  day  asked  what  he  fished  with. 
He  answered,  "Brains."  The  inquirer  thanked  him 
for  the  tip,  and  forthwith  purchased  the  contents  of 
a  bullock's  head  ;  l)ut  not  having  exceptional  sport, 
he  ventured  another  query:  "Would  you  mind 
telling  me  wliat  brains  you  use  ?  "  And  the  reply 
was:  "Human  brains." 

In  no  sport  that  I  know  of  are  brains  more 
required  tlian  in  angling,  and  I  commend  the  story 
to  begimiers.  With  the  knowledge  to  be  obtained 
from  poor  Fennell's  excellent  monograph  on  the 
roacl),  coupled  with  a  little  practice  and  an  average 
intelligence,  anyone  who  will  only  use  his  wits 
when  fishing  should  become  a  good  I'oach  fisher- 
man in  not  so  very  long  a  time. 

Now  come  with  me  into  the  country.  Bring 
with  3-ou  a  light  cane  rod,  about  lift,  in  length, 
but  having  an  extra  butt  by  means  of  which  it  can 
be  lengthened  to  15ft.  Bring  two  quill  floats,  one 
very  small  from  a  porcupine,  the  other  from  a 
bird's  wing  feather,  b'eing  more  than  double  as 
great ;  two  three-yard  lengths  of  gut,  the  one  as 
fine  as  can  be  purchased,  the  other  a  little  stouter; 
a  few  roach  hooks  on  tlie  finest  of  fine  gut,  some 
split  shot  in  a  box,  a  small  bag  of  gentles,  half  a 
loaf  of  bread  and  a  little  bran — say,  half  a  gallon, 
in  a  small  can^■as  bag.  Bring,  too,  a  creel  m  which 
to  carry  the  fish — for  we  mean  to  catch  something, 
and  a  landing-net  to  land  the  monsters.  Bring 
also  what  is  termed  rumiing  tackle — to  wit,  a 
wooden  reel  of  moderate  size,  on  wliich  are  thirty 
yards  of  fine  plaited  silk  Ime,  soft  and  not  dressed 
with  oil  or  other  waterproofing. 

Have  you  them  all — rod,  reel  and  line,  gut, 
hooks,  two  floats,  shot,  landing-net,  and  basket  ? 
Good  heavens !  You  were  nearly  forgetting  the 
ground  and  hook  baits. 

It  is  a  summer's  morning,  and  we  have  risen 
early,  knowing  that  at  this  season  we  are  likely  to 
have  the  best  sport  before  the  sun  is  high.  But 
the  sun  is  before  us,  and  on  getting  to  the  river  we 
see  on  a  shallow  a  shoal  of  roach  swimming  about, 
e\'idently  feeding  on  water  insects  in  the  patches 
of  weed.  A  fi-esh-water  sliriinj^  or  some  neighbour 
of  his  might  be  the  best  bait  here,  but  first 
let  us  try  a  gentle.  Our  method  of  fisliing  is  at 
once  one  of  the  most  simple  and  most  difficult. 
We  fasten  the  reel  to  the  butt  of  the  rod,  pass  the 
line  through  the  rings,  attach  a  length  of  fine  gut 
to  the  end  of  the  line,  and  a  hook  to  the  end  of  the 
gut.    We  need  no  shot  and  no  float,  for  the  water 


*  The  "  Book  of  the  Roach  "  being  out  of  print  at 
present,  in  response  t^  often-repeated  requests  we 
intend  to  republish  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  or,  at 
any  rate,    good  part  of  it. — Kd. 
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is  6nly  a  foot  in  depth.  Kneeling  down,  we  cast 
the  hook,  prc^•ionsly  baited  with  a  conple  of 
gentles,  in  the  middle  of  the  «hoal,  and  see  a  fish 
seize  the  bait.  We  land  him,  but  our  second  cast 
produces  nothing,  as  the  disturbance  has  made  the 
fish  shy.  We  crawl  along  the  bank  and  get  a  little 
above  the  fish,  so  as  to  be  able  to  throw  a  few 
gentles  among  them.  We  are  careful  not  to  let  the 
fish  see  us,  and  the  ruse  succeeds.  The  roach  feed 
ra\-enously  on  the  gentles,  and  when  we  cast  our 
bait  among  them  it  is  at  once  seized.  We  repeat 
this  manceuvrei  several  times,  and  get  five  good 
roach  by  it ;  then  the  shoal  take  fright  and  swim 
oft'  into  deeper  water.  My  young  friend,  you  have 
now  seen  the  simplest  form  of  roach  fishing,  that 
of  simply  castmg  your  bait  among  the  fish.  It  is 
not  often  practised,  but  you  should  Icnow  how  to 
do  it,  for  at  times  roach  are  only  to  be  caught  on 
the  shallows.  It  is  not  unlikely,  too,  that  these 
same  fish  would  have  seized  a  large  Palmer  fly, 
especially  if  the  hook  were  tipped  with  a  gentle. 

Come  now  to  that  pond  which  we  can  see 
through  the  elm-trees.  It  contains  some  famous 
roach,  and  I  would  as  soon  fish  there  as  in  the 
river.  The  best  spot  is  by  the  side  of  that  clump 
of  water-lilies.  We  shall  want  a  float  here  to 
keep  the  bait  off  the  bottom,  and  to  indicate  the 
bites.  The  smallest  of  your  two  floats  nuist  be 
placed  on  the  length  of  gut.  One  shot,  or  at  most 
two,  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  bait  to  the 
bottom,  and  to  make  tlie  float  sit  upright.  They 
are  soon  pinched  on  to  the  line.  I  use  my  teeth, 
but  pincliers  are  better  if  you  have  them.  We 
place  them  at  least  eighteen  inches  from  the  bait, 
as  we  do  not  want  the  fish  to  see  them.  Next  ^ve 
put  the  float  at  the  distance  from  the  hook  we 
believe  the  depth  of  the  water  to  be,  and  fasten 
the  plmumet — no,  we  do  not  fasten  the  plununet, 
for,  as  usual,  we  have  left  it  at  home.  A  small 
stone  will  do  service  for  it,  if  we  can  find  one  of 
suitable  shape.  It  is  easy  to  catch  the  hook  in 
the  gut,  and  so  make  a  noose  in  which  to  hold  the 
stone.  Now  lower  it  carefully,  and  see  if  your 
float  is  the  right  depth.  You  want  your  bait  to  be 
an  inch  off  the  bottom,  so  take  the  depth  care- 
fully. Now  to  make  up  a  little  gromid-bait.  Take 
a  fragment  of  bread  in  your  hand,  and  squeeze  it 
in  the  water — no,  not  here ;  go  where  you  will  not 
disturb  the  fish,  and  when  it  is  wet  put  it  in  the 
bag  with  the  bran  and  nnx  them  up  together. 
You  may  have  heard  of  great  balls  of  bread  and 
clay  and  bran  being  required,  but  you  ^vant 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  ponds.  From  tinie  to  time 
fling  in  a  little  of  the  wet  bread  and  bran  where 
you  are  fishing,  but  see  that  the  bread  is  first 
crumbled  up  very  small.  You  are  baiting  your 
hook  with  a  little  paste  you  have  made  up  from 
that  bread.  If  there  are  a  few  fragments  of  bran 
in  it,  it  will  be  none  the  worse.  A  bite !  I 
hardly  expected  one  so  soon — and  a  good  fish  too. 
Keep  an  even,  gentle  strain  on  his  mouth,  never 
slackening  the  line  for  an  instant,  and  in  a  few 
seconds  you  may  draw  him  to  you  and  put  the  net 
under  him. 

We  go  on  fishing  for  an  hour  or  longer,  ojily 
throwmg  in  bait  when  the  fish  seem  inclined  to 
leave  off  feeding ;  but  finally  we  catch  no  more,  so 
return  to  the  river. 

It  is  still  early,  and  I  think  that  we  may  try  a 
deep  quiet  swim  with  ad\-antage.  You  will  ^\-ant 
to  change  your  float  and  add  a  few  more  shots  to 
the  line,  or  yom-  bait  will  not  keep  near  the 
bottom.  We  will  dispense  with  rimning  tackle,  as 
we  did  at  the  pond,  and  simply  tie  a  yard  of  the 
silk  line  to  the  end  of  the  15-ft.  rod.  If  our  rod 
were  longer,  and  made  specially  for  tliis  kind  of 
fishing,  it  would  be  better.  We  take  our  seat  and 
plumb  the  deptli  as  before.  The  water  is  aboiit 
9  feet  deep,  and  the  stream  is  moderate.  We  ha\  e 
chosen  a  swim  close  to  a  bank  of  weeds,  as  there 
we  are  more  likely  to  find  tlie  fish  than  where  no 
weeds  grow.  Our  ground  bait  here  will  ha\e  to 
be  most  carefully  made.  Soak  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  bread,  squeeze  the  water  out,  and  make  into 
stiff'  balls  with  bran.  About  the  size  of  billiard 
balls  will  do.  Throw  in  a  couple  of  these  a  little 
above  where  you  are  going  to  fish,  and  just  in 
a  line  with  your  float.  You  can  now  plumb  the 
depth  by  simply  squeezing  a  small  ball  of  the 
stiff  ground  bait  roimd  the  hook.  Strike  at  the 
slightest  depression  or  stoppage  of  the  float,  and 
try  gentles  instead  of  paste  on  your  hook,  if  you 
lik-e,  but  commend  me  to  paste  in  summer  for  large 
fisli. 

{To  bs  contiiuicd.) 


SEA  TROUT  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  THE  FAROE  ISLANDS. 


Mr.  J.  Harbottle,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  North- 
umbrian Anglers'  Association,  writes  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  an  account  from  our  local 
paper,  the  Nciccastle  Chronicle,  of  a  trip  to  the  Faroe 
Islands  by  a  merabor  of  our  Association.  I  think  it 
may  be  interesting  and  useful  to  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. — Yours,  J.  Harbottle. 

[We  are  sure  our  readers  will  agree  with  Mr. 
Harbottle.— Ed.] 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  angling  fraternity  of  the 
district  to  peruse  the  following  account  of  a  trip  made 
this  summer  by  a  local  angler,  Mr.  John  Davidson, 
who,  with  the  vicar  and  curate  of  Romsey,  Hants,  paid 
a  sporting  visit  to  the  Faroe  Islands.  They  can  be 
reached  in  about  forty-eight  hours  from  Lcith,  and 
contain  about  a  dozen  good  lochs,  seldom  fished,  most 
of  them  holding  sea  and  yellow  trout  runniug  up  to 
41b.  ;  very  game  fisli  ,<;iving  fii-st-class  sport. 

It  must  be  understood  tliat  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  day's  fishing— -25  trout,  weighing  12ilb.— the 
remaining  days  were  for  very  easy  fishing,  and  aiiv 
average  angler,  by  stieldng  to  it,  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  nialdug  a  101b.  basket  daily.  A  small  fee 
has  to  be  paid  to  the  natives  for  the  fishing  rights,  and 
gillies  run  to  3s.  a  day.  Accommodation  is  diflicult  to 
get,  camping  out  being  the  usual  "  modus  operandi." 

From  a  sportsman's  point  of  \  tlie  islands  are 
well  worth  a  visit — snipe,  curlew,  \\liiml>rel,  plover, 
oyster-catchers,  etc.,  are  vei  v  nunu  i-ous,  but  tlie  close 
season,  mifortuuately,  cxtrn.l,  to  the  middle  of 
September.  Anyone  caring  Lo  rough  it,  and  going 
over  then,  however,  would  do  well,  and  secure  good 
baskets  of  fish,  as  they  would  get  the  benefit  of  the 
autumn  run  of  sea  trout,  which  scale  up  to  101b.  The 
natives  are  of  a  fine,  obliging,  athletic  class  of  men, 
although  their  principal  diet  is  fish  and  wlialc  meat, 
an  account  of  a  large  catch  of  whicli  lately 
appeared  in  our  columns.  Sea  birds  also  form  a  staple 
article  of  food,  and  by  being  steeped  for  about  twelve 
hours  in  milk  the  flshiness  is  entirely  removed,  and 
they  make  first-class  eating.  For  a  cheap  angUng  trip, 
combined  with  good  sport,  the  Faroes  are  well  worth  a 
visit.  We  give  verbatim  a  diary  of  the  trip  in  question. 
.The  Diary. 

Saturday,  July  14,  1900.— Left  Newcastle  by  9.30 
train  for  Lcith  to  join  s.s.  Laura.  Nearly  lost  my 
passage,  as  train  was  very  late  into  Edinburgh,  and 
I  had  then  to  change  into  the  Lcith  train.  Boat  was 
advised  to  sail  at  1  p.m.  I  got  aboard  at  2.10,  just  as 
she  was  casting  off.  Fine,  warm  day.  We  stopped  in 
Leith  Roads  for  an  hour  to  wait  for  sliip's  papers, 
during  which  time  dinner  was  served — a  first-rate 
meal.  Loft  the  Roads  at  4  p.m.  Coasted  up  the 
Scotch  coast.  Beautiful  clear  weather  and  smooth 
sea.  Ship  going  about  9  knots;  nothing  passing  us  on 
the  way.    Turned  in  at  9.30  p.m. 

Sunday,  July  15. — Fine,  bright,  calm  morning. 
Smooth  sea,  and  ship  making  a  grand  passage.  Spout 
the  morning  hanging  over  the  ship's  bows  watching 
the  fish  dart  away  from  tlie  sliip's  side  :  we  had  a 
porpoise  and  two  small  sharks  for  company,  also  some 
guillemots,  puffins,  Solon  geese,  divers,  and  terns. 
About  midday  passed  off  the  Orkneys,  distant  some 
IG  miles.  Saw  nothing  of  the  Shetlands,  as  we  steered 
a  westerly  course  after  leaving  the  Orkneys.  We  bad  a 
first-class  dinner  at  3  p.m.,  and  service  in  the  cabin  at 
6. -30.  Bright  sun  all  day,  which  did  not  set  until 
9.30.    Turned  in  at  10  p.m.,  and  slept  well. 

Monday,  July  16. — A  damp,  foggy  morning.  Had  a 
bath.  At  8  a.m.  ship  stopped  for  soundings,  whistle 
going,  and  ship  proceeding  half-speed.  Sighted  the 
land  at  noon,  and  arrived  Trangisvaag  at  12.30,  a 
small  place  built  of  wooden  houses.  Found  ship 
would  not  leave  until  next  morning.  After  dinner, 
went  ashore  with  "our  Vicar,"  and  arranged  to  leave 
steamer  and  go  on  with  a  small  smack  to  Sand.  Spent 
the  afternoon  and  evening  chatting  with  the  passengers. 

Tuesday,  July  17. — Left  steamer  at  3  a.m.,  and 
went  al)oard  the  smack  Nellie.  Steamer  leaving 
shortly  after  for  Thorshaven.  Smack  left  at  4  a.m. 
Weatlier  fine  hut  dead  calm.  Sand  is  16  miles  from 
Trangisvaag.  We  did  not  go  4  miles  in  the  first 
4  hours;  tlien  we  got  into  the  offiug,  and  did  a  little 
better  ;  but  between  the  islands  Little  Dimoii  and 
Big  Diinoii  a  heavy  swell  came  away,  and  we  rolled 
fearfully.  However,  a  wind  sprang  up,  and  wo  got  to 
Sand  at  3  p.m.  Went  ashore  at  once,  and  arranged  to 
stay  with  the  priest —a  primitive  house,  but  the  best 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Wednesday,  July  18.  —  Commenced  fishing  the 
loch  in  front  of  the  house.  Weather  fine  and  calm. 
Did  not  do  much  for  the  first  hour,  then  they  started 
to  take.  The  sea  trout  run  into  it,  and  I  had  A  1 
sport.  They  came  well  at  me,  and  gave  first-class 
play,  about  as  good  fishing  as  I  ever  experienced.  Oot 
also  some  good  yellow  trout,  about  a  pound  each  fully. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Yarborough  and  Rev.  Sidebottom  fished 
from  a  Bertboii  boat ;  I,  from  the  priest's  boat,  with 
Nicholas  as  gillie. 


Totals. — J.  Davidson,  22  sea  trout  and  3  yellow 
trout,  12Jlb.,  25;  Eov.  Sidobottom,  19;  Rev.  Yar- 
borough, 16. 

Thur.sday,  July  19.— Fine,  bright  morning,  hot 
sun,  but  up  to  midday  very  little  fishing  was  done. 
After  lunch  we  got  the  guns  out  and  had  about  two 
hours'  shooting,  during  which  six  snipe,  four  whim- 
brel,  and  two  yellow-golden  plover  wore  accounted  for, 
my  solitary  item  being  a  whimbrol.  Birds  wore 
plentiful,  but  we  afterwards  found  that  this  was  still 
close  season,  and,  much  to  our  disgust,  found  wo  could 
only  shoot  certain  sea  birds.  Returning  to  the  loch, 
we  found  it  had  breezed  up,  and  I  got  some  very 
decent  flsli,  although  I  took  it  pretty  easy. 

Totals.— J.  Davidson,  13  trout  (10  sea  trout),  61b. ; 
Vicar,  10  ;  Sidebottom,  9. 

Friday,  July  20.— Made  a  late  start,  and  only 
fished  up  to  the  top  of  the  loch.  Got  two  trout,  and 
then  loft  the  boat  and  tramped  two  miles  up  to  try 
another  loch,  which  we  found  too  shallow  to  fish. 
Sidebottom  got  a  nice  ^Ib.  trout  out  of  a  deep  hole 
near  the  side  of  the  loch.  Afterwards  we  had  tea, 
and  went  down  the  burnsido  to  the  lower  loch,  Side- 
bottom  casting  into  the  runners  and  never  failing  to 
land  a  small  specimen.  When  we  got  back  to  the 
liig  loch  it  was  nearly  six  o'clock,  and  we  only  fished 
down  to  the  landing-place.  I  was  seedy,  the  effects  of 
a  hot  sun,  so  did  not  fish,  leaving  the  Vicar  and  Side- 
bottom  to  try  their  luck. 

Totals.— Rev.  Sidebottom,  8  trout;  Vicar,  6;  J. 
Davidson,  3  sea  trout. 

Saturday,  July  21.— This  was  not  a  fishing  day, 
although  we  took  our  rods ;  but  we  went  Tiff  to  the 
cliffs,  puffin  sliootiug.  Went  about  two  miles  down 
the  coast,  right  up  to  the  cliffs,  in  a  fishing  boat,  with 
Nicli'ilas  and  partner  as  attendants.  Plenty  of  birds, 
hut.  wil  h  r  .cknig  boat  most  difficult  to  get  at.  I  made 
a  vi'i  \  [in  ^liape,  until  I  got  into  the  way  of  letting 
tliein  !  Well  overhead,  about  square  on,  when  I  gave 
a  liL'tler  lu  e  iunt  of  myself. 

Totals. — J.  Davidson,  8  birds  ;  Vicar,  11  birds. 

Sunday,  July  22.— A  dull,  damp  day.  We  all  went 
to  church.  What  a  primitive  place,  everything  inside 
uupainted  I  The  congregation  consisted  of  about  60 
people,  the  women  and  children  dressed  in  sombre 
clothes,  with  a  shawl  over  their  heads,  on  one  side,  and 
the  men  in  knee-breeches,  with  gold  buttons,  on  the 
other.  The  service  was  in  Danish,  and  lasted  about  IJ 
hours.  We  were  the  observed  of  all  observers,  one 
man  being  fairly  mesmerised  by  looking  at  the  Vicar. 

IMonday,  July  23. — A  dull,  calm  morning.  Decided 
to  go  puffin  shooting  again,  and  went  out  from  the 
house  with  Nicholas  and  another  man  as  attendants. 
Weather  fine,  but  a  heavy  Atlantic  roll  on.  Plenty 
liirds,  but  the  shooting  was  simply  rotten.  I  don't 
know  how  many  cartridges  were  bla/.ed  away,  but  the 
result  was  10  birds.  Came  back  to  the  house  and  had 
coffee,  and  went  out  on  to  the  lake  at  3.30  until  7  p.m. 
Dead  calm,  yet  though  we  only  fished  some  3  hours  I 
got  some  nicG  trout,  two  of  fully  a  pound,  and  lost  a 
beauty — I  should  say  l|lb.  I  played  him  for  about 
5  minutes,  when  the  fly  broke  off.  The  Vicar  got  a 
splendid  fish  from  his  Berthon  boat,  Sidebottom  as 
gillie. 

Totals. — J.  Davidson,  12  trout  (of  which  10  were  sea 
trout),  O^lb. ;  Vicar,  4  trout  (one  weighed  4^1b.) ;  Side- 
bottom,  4  trout. 

Tuesday,  July  24. — This  was  not  a  fishing  day.  We 
tramped  over  to  another  loch  about  3  miles  from  Sand, 
and  got  there  at  noon.  I  took  the  gun  and  rod.  Found 
loch  shallow,  and  with  a  perfect  flock  of  sea  birds  rest- 
ing in  the  middle  ;  but  as  I  walked  round  to  get  a  sliot 
they  as  carefully  changed  their  position.  After  having 
a  swim,  I  put  up  the  rod  at  2. .30  p.m.,  and  fished  for  an 
hour,  getting  3  good  trout.  The  Vicar  and  Sidebottom 
would  have  about  1^  dozen  really  fine  bronzed  trout, 
perfect  shape  and  condition,  and  averaging  a  good  ^Ib. 
each.  Weather  turning  hotter,  and  falling  dead  calm, 
I  put  up  the  gun,  and  got  three  gulls  as  they  came  over- 
head from  the  lake  to  the  sea. 

Totals. — Vicar,  10  trout ;  Sidebottom,  6  trout ;  J. 
Davidson,  3  trout. 

Wednesday,  July  25. — Made  a  very  late  start,  not 
getting  on  to  the  lake  until  11  a.m.  A  windy,  gusty 
morning,  making  fisliing  very  awkward.  I  was  much 
bothered  with  a  bad  working  reel,  and  did  not  get 
fairly  started  until  12  o'clock,  when  I  began  getting 
some_iiice  fish.  Weather  breezed  up,  but,  sticking  to 
it,  I  got  some  ,<.;rand  trout,  one  A  1  specimen  ljlb.,also 
some  lib.  sen  fi-iut.  About  4  p.m.  I  got  broken  by  a 
great  brute  wbieb  must  have  been  4  or  51b.  He  went 
off'  with  the  end  fly  after  taking  the  rod  top  right 
down  to  the  water.  So  much  for  not  having  a  free 
running  reel.  Knocked  off  at  5  p.m.,  with  as  fine  a 
lot  of  fish  as  I  would  wish  to  see. 

Totals. — J.  Davidson,  ,15  trout  (10  sea  trout),  8Ib.  ; 
Sidebottom,  6  trout ;  Vicar,  3  trout. 

Thursday,  July  26. — Another  fine  morning.  Vicar 
and  I  went  off  from  Sand  in  a  boat  at  11  a.m.  to  try 
trolling  for  sea  trout.  Result :  one  small  pollack. 
Stopped  at  12  o'clock,  aud,pulled  over  to  the  cliffs,  got 
out  the  guns,  and,  sea  being  smooth,  ba'l  >Mine  good 
sport.  We  each  had  about  twenty  cartridges.  Vicar 
got  8  puffins,  and  I  seven  birds — quite  up  to  myexpec- 
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tations.  After  liaving  coffee  and  a  good  rest  I  went 
out  on  to  the  lake  at  5.30  to  fish  for  two  hours  hefore 
dinner.  I  got  six  first-class  sea  trout,  missing  about 
the  same  number.  This  would  have  been  considered 
a  first-class  day's  result  at  Clousta,  Shetlands. 

Totals. — Vicar  and  Sidebottom,  13  sea  trout ;  J. 
Davidson,  6  sea  trout  and  7  puffins. 

Friday,  July  27. — Very  windy  morning.  Went  on 
to  the  lake  at  10. .30  a.m.  with  the  Vicar,  Sidebottom 
acting  as  gillie.  Worked  the  boat  up  to  the  top  of  the 
loch,  and  left  at  11.30  to  fish  the  small  burn  as  a 
change.  Foimd  it  full  of  very  small  trout,  none  of 
•which  I  kept.  Got  on  to  the  loch  again  at  4  p.m. 
Heavy  wind.  Pulled  the  boat  down,  however,  trailing 
the  flies  behind.  Vicar  and  I  both  got  two  fine  yellow 
trout,  each  about  lib.  Went  up  to  the  house  and  had 
coffee ;  went  out  again  at  6  p.m.  for  about  an  hour, 
when  I  got  another  sea  trout. 

Totals.— J.  Davidson,  4  trout  (3  sea  trout) ;  Vicar, 
4  trout. 

Totals  for  our  fishing  in  Sand  Lake. — J.  Davidson, 
67  sea  trout,  14  vellow  trout — 81 ;  Vicar,  Sidebottom, 
118—199. 

Saturday,  July  28. — Our  last  day  at  Sand.  Had  a 
swim  in  the  lake,  and  left  at  1  p.m.  for  Thorshaven  in 
s.s.  Swiril,  a  small  steamer,  which  we  found  very 
crowded  with  people  going  to  Thorshaven  for  Faroese 
annual  holidays.  Parliament  meets  then,  concerts 
and  dances  being  held  every  evening  for  nearly  a 
month.  We  coasted  close  in  to  the  immense  cliffs, 
lined  with  guillemots,  puffins,  gulls,  etc.  Got  to 
Thorshaven  at  4  p.m.,  and  found  rooms  had  been 
secured  for  us  by  the  Governor  at  the  only  hotel  in 
the  place.  At  night  had  a  look  round  the  town, 
which  is  really  very  pretty,  much  better  than  I 
expected. 

Sunday,  July  29. — Made  a  late  start,  as  we  did  not 
have  breakfast  until  9.30  a.m.  Fine  weather.  After 
breakfast  went  out  with  the  Vicar  and  Sidebottom 
and  saw  over  the  Fort.  Afterwards  had  dinner  at  the 
British  Consul's,  and  finished  up  by  going  to  a  Faroese 
dance,  which  I  would  not  on  any  account  have  missed. 
The  men  and  girls  join  hands  in  a  ring,  and,  singing 
an  old  Danish  Saga,  dance  round  and  romid  for  hours 
together.    The  rooms  were  filled  to  overflowing. 

Monday,  July  30. — Being  last  day  in  Thorshaven,  we 
went  round  buying  some  remembrances  of  Faroe — 
shoes,  shawls,  etc.  Vicar  doing  some  sketching. 
Called  on  the  Priest  of  Sand  and  his  wife,  who  are 
staying  here ;  then  again  on  the  Consul,  who,  mi- 
fortunately,  was  not  at  home.  S.s.  Laura  arrived  at 
4  p.m.,  and  we  went  aboard  at  7 -p.m.,  she  being 
expected  to  sail  at  8.30 ;  but  the  English  Consul  and 
his  wife  coming  off  asked  us  to  go  to  dinner,  an 
invitation  we  were  glad  to  accept.  Had  just  finished 
dinner  when  the  whistle  blew,  and  we  hurried  aboard. 
Steamer  left  at  9.30  p.m.  for  Trangisvaag.  And  we  did 
have  a  rolling  time  of  it !  All  the  women  and  children 
were  sick,  and,  though  it  did  not  trouble  me,  I  was 
glad  when  she  got  into  smooth  water.  She  arrived 
Trangisvaag  at  1.30  p.m.,  I,  fortunately,  being  asleep 
at  the  time. 

Tuesday,  July  31. — Nasty,  dull  morning.  Ship  lying 
at  Trangisvaag  taking  in  cargo.  Weather  got  worse  as 
the  day  proceeded,  and  when  we  left  at  4  p.m.  found  a 
gale  outside,  with  very  heavy  sea.  At  8  p.m.  I  retired 
"  hors  de  combat." 

Wednesday,  August  1. — Glad  to  find  sea  moderating 
and  fine  wea'ther.  Did  not  get  up  until  after  dinner, 
and  passed  the  afternoon  writing  my  diary.  At  8  p.m. 
a  pretty  incident  happened  in  the  passing  of  s.s.  Botnia, 
with  a  large  number  of  medical  students  from  Copen- 
hagen for  Faroe  and  Iceland.  Ships  saluted  each  other, 
the  students  cheered,  cannons  were  fired,  and  then 
both  went  on.their  way.  Ketired  at  10  p.m.,  and  slept 
well. 

Thursday,  August  2. — Fine,  breezy  morning.  Ship 
making  good  progress,  and  everybody  getting  ready  for 
going  ashore.  Passed  May  Island  at  9  p.m.  Arrived 
Leith  at  2  p.m.,  the  completion  of  a  very  enjoyable  trip 
occupying  under  three  weeks,  and  costing  imder  £20. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


The  bodyguard  of  Lord  Eoberts,  consisting  of  the 
stalwart  Indian  sergeants,  greatly  appreciated  the 
Holiday  Show  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Monday  last, 
and  were  much  astonished  at  seeing  the  Commander- 
in-Chief's  landing  at  Cape  Town,  and  reception  in 
London  last  week,  faithfully  reproduced.  This,  in 
common  with  the  many  other  popular  items  of  the 
Holiday  Show,  will  be  repeated  daily  next  week.  On 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  next  the  Cat  Club  will  hold 
their  annual  show  in  aid  of  the  Children's  Hospital, 
Great  Ormond-street,  in  St.  Stephen's  Great  Hall. 

MisuNDEESTANDiNGS  of  familiar  forms  of  words  are 
common  even  among  adults.  So  says  a  clerical  corre- 
spondent. "With  all  my  worldly  goods,  I,  thee  and 
thou,"  is  the  popular  rendering  of  "I  thee  endow." 
"My  awful  wedded  wife"  supplies  an  instance  of  a 
dropped  1,  as  disastrous  as  any  dropped  h.  One  vil. 
lager's  version  and  mental  vision  of  the  angel  Gabriel's 
salutation,  "  Blessed  art  thou  amongst  women,"  wag 
found  to  be,  "  Blessed  art  thou,  a  monk  swimming!  " 


River  Beporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Reports  cannot  he  received  later  than  FIVE  o'clock 
on  Thursday  Evening. 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  flntl  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London"  Bridge 
given  below 

^30  niin.  for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

AH,iJ*0   ,,     ,,  Putney.  AririJ""   >>     >>  Kichmond. 

^""145    „     „   Hammersmith.  -^""jSO   „     „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     ,,  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  livening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  12    6.22    6.41 

Sunday,  „  13    7.  2    7.24 

Monday,  ,,  14    7.50    8.18 

Tuesday,  „  15    8.51    9.29 

Wednesday,  ,,  16    lO.  9    10.48 

Thursday,  ,,  17    11.24    11.57 

Friday,  ,,  18    —    0.26 


Saturday 
Sunday, 


High  Water  at  Amberlev  and  Pulborough. 

Morning 

  7.  2   

  7.42   


Jan.  l2 


Evening. 

  7.21 

  8.  4 

Monday,  ,,     14    8.30    8.58 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Aniberley. 
Pulborough  ivill  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — There  is  much 
snow  broth  in  the  Thames  now,  and  sport  is  not  likely 
to  be  good  for  another  week.  At  many  stations  up  the 
river  cartloads  of  snow  have  been  emptied  into  the 
stream,  and  in  the  upper  reaches  there  has  been  plenty 
of  floating  ice.  Anglers,  however,  may  congratulate 
themselves  that  the  thaw  has  been  rapid,  so  that  there 
is  every  probability  that  the  river  will  be  in  excellent 
order  in  a  week's  time.  I  visited  Oxford  on  Sunday, 
and  fished  at  Iffley  on  Monday  for  pike  with  Mr. 
Henry  Purdue  and  Dr.  Trn'rell.  On  Tuesday,  we  fished 
at  Sandford,  but  were  unsuccessful,  although  live- 
baiting,  spinning,  and  paternostei'ing  the  best  eddies 
were  tried.  The  country  looked  beautiful  in  its  white- 
clad  clothes,  and,  although  the  line  was  often  frozen  to 
the  rings  of  our  rods,  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  out- 
ing. Deadman,  the  local  fisherman,  was  in  attend- 
ance. He  is  a  capital  man  to  work,  and  did  everything 
in  his  power  to  make  the  fishing  successful.  He  can 
also  manipulate  a  punt  in  good  style,  and  knows  every 
inch  of  the  water.  At  Kingston  and  other  parts  of  the 
lower  Thames  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
there  is  practically  nothing  of  importance  to  record. 
This  Sunday  and  Monday  the  Kingston  Piscatorials 
hold  a  roach  competition  on  the  Thames,  but  it  is  very 
doubtful  if  much  sport  will  be  obtained,  owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  water.  Fortunately,  there  is  a  good 
stream,  which  should  carry  the  snow  broth  quickly 
away. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Eton). — The  river  is  now  quite  out  of  con- 
dition, and  with  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  of  the  past 
two  days  prospects,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  are 
very  gloomy ;  but  the  push  of  water  is  what  has  been 
required  for  a  long  time,  and,  once  get  the  water  again 
in  condition,  good  all-round  sport  will,  no  doubt,  be 
the  result  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  all  good  anglers 
who  brave  the  winter  elements. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Kenley).  —  The  water  has  run  down  a  good 

deal,  but  there  is  still  a  lot  of  colour  in  it,  and  a  heavy 
stream  running.  Anglers  were  just  looking  forward 
for  some  good  sport,  and  the  jack  were  beginning  to 
feed,  but  the  sudden  thaw  of  to-day  (Wednesday)  has 
put  the  fish  dead  off,  and  will  fill  the  river  with  snow 
broth  which  will  put  it  out  of  condition  for  some  days. 
Altogether  prospects  are  not  xn'omising  at  present. — 
Stanley  IIead. 

 (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  &c.)  —  Floods  gone 

down  considerably,  but  still  plenty  of  snow  about,  still 
rendering  angling  anything  but  pleasant.  Jack  feeding 
fairly  well,  and  a  few  small  ones  caught. — The 
Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — Nothing  is  doing  in  the 
angling  line  just  now  owing  to  frost  and  floods.  A 
little  stocking  of  local  waters  with  trout  is  taking 
place.  Rainbows  have  done  very  well  in  certain  ponds. 
— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District). — Much  has  been 
written  with  reference  to  the  deterioration  of  the  fish- 
ing on  the  Dart,  and  a  writer  in  the  Field  comments 
on  the  question  of  the  salmon  netting,  suggesting  that 
all  netting  below  Totnes  Weir  should  be  stopped. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Weir  fishery  is  a 
veritable  death-trap  to  salmon  which  reach  that  far, 
and  have  little  chance  oi  escape.  This  grievance  has 
been  aired  time  after  time,  and  the  only  defence  seems 
to  consist  of  the  statement  that  the  profits  are  devoted 
to  benefit  the  river — or,  at  least,  I  fancy  this  argument 


has  been  put  forward  quite  recently.    Now  many 
anglers  would  be  interested  to  know  more  fully  how 
the  benefit  to  the  river  is  effected.    The  Fishery  Asso- 
ciation, it  is  true,  contributed  towards  the  repair  of 
the  weirs  after  the  great  flood  of  a  few  years  since,  and 
a  little  restocking  has  occasionally  been  done  by  them. 
If  the  association  are  so  generous  as  to  give  away 
all  their  profits,  why  don't  they  offer  to  give  up 
the  fishery,  that  it  might  be  taken  over  by  partie 
interested  in  angling,  who  could  stop  the  netting  after 
sufficient  fish  had  been  taken  to  pay  the  rent  ?    This  is 
a  suggestion  which  has  often  been  made,  and  the  Field 
correspondent  has  a  similar  idea — to  guarantee  £200 
or  £250  a  year,  and  stop  the  netting  altogether.  I  take 
it  this  amount  is  intended  to  cover  the  Weir  fishery 
only,  as  it  vyould  not  go  far  in  dealing  with  the  Totnes 
fishery,  the  many  boats  at  Stoke  Gabriel,  and  those  at 
Dittisham.    Of  course  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission may  suggest  a  remedy  as  to  the  netting 
difficulty,  but  if  it  only  stops  all  net  fishing  the  higher 
side  ,of  Totnes  Bridge  a  good  deal  will  have  been 
accomplished.    It  is  certain  that  if  the  Dart  is  to 
become  a  salmon  river  something  must  be  done 
promptly,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  waters  below 
Buckfastleigh  would  benefit  to  any  great  extent,  even 
though  the  weir  netting  were  stopped,  as  the  fish 
would  probably  run  away  to  the  moorland  waters 
as  they  do  at    present,    the    ascent    being  very 
easy.      Salmon  fishing    in    the    stretch    of  river 
above  Totnes  was  never  worse  than  during  the  past 
season,  when    the    number  of    salmon    killed  in 
six  or  seven  miles  of  water  could  be  counted  on  one's 
fingers.   And. peal  fishing  was  but  little  better,  so  that, 
with  the  smallest  of  small  baskets  of  trout,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  anglers  feel  a  keen  anxiety  as  to  the  future 
of  the  river  ?    Of  com-se,  this  state  of  affairs  is  not 
confined  to  the  Dart — most  western  streams  being  very 
deficient  in  sport — but  it  can  be  imagined  that  visitors 
coming  to  the  river  on  the  strength  of  glowing  reports 
of  the  fishing,  which  appeared  in  one  or  two  of  the 
weekly  journals,  have  seen  fit  to  give  vent  to  their 
indignation,  after  finding  that  their  share  of  the 
"spoil"  was,  probably,  nil.    The  salmon  that  were 
creeled  last  year  were  nearly  all  taken  in  private 
waters,  so  that  holders  of  licences  got  little  or  nothing 
in  return  for  their  outlay.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  restocking  the  river  with  trout,  there  is  always  the 
pollution  spectre  looming  large.    In  October  I  stated 
that  the  measures  for  its  prevention  would  be  effective 
ere  another  season  commenced ;  but  it  is  now  known 
that  the  scheme  at  Buckfastleigh  in  not  yet  satisfactory, 
and  that  the  effluent  remains  unpurified.    However,  I 
believe  the  county  council  have  considered  the  matter, 
so  that  it  is  hoped  the  difficulty  may  be  speedily  solved, 
and  that  there  may  be  no  further  cause  for  such  letters 
as  that  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently 
under  "J.  H.  B.'s"  signature. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Wintry  weather  of  a 
decided  type  has  prevailed  since  Saturday  last,  several 
inches  of  snow  lying  about  in  this  district  generally. 
This,  of  course,  temporarily  suspends  angling  opera- 
tions, but  as  rain  is  falling  at  time  of  writing  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  interval  of  inaction  will  be  brief.  Prior 
to  cold  snap  some  very  fair  sport  was  enjoyed  among 
the  pike,  the  best  by  anglers  in  our  canal,  Mr.  R. 
Baker,  Esq.  and  his  brother  from  Bristol,  in  a  few 
hours,  on  Wednesday  last,  getting  fourteen  fish  ranging 
from  SJlb.  to  71b.  apiece.  J.  Penny,  Esq.,  also  killed 
six  to  his  own  rod  on  same  day.  Messrs.  Shepherd 
and  Cleak  had  some  sport  among  small  pike,  at  Cowley, 
a  few  days  since,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  scored  a  brace 
from  Lower  Exe  last  Saturday,  best  fish  a  6-pounder. — 
Rev.  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — All 
angling  is  put  a  stop  to  by  the  changed  weather  in 
South  Lincolnshire.  Before  the  flood-waters  had  got 
away  frost  set  in  very  severely,  and  skating  has  begun. 
Hundreds  of  acres  are  covered  with  ice-covered  flood- 
water,  and  the  Welland  is  much  swollen.  On  Tuesday 
a  rumour  gained  currency  that  the  river  bank  had 
broken  at  Tongue  End,  but  happily  this  proved  in- 
correct. The  skating  championship  is  arranged  for 
Saturday  next. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Angling  is  at  a 
standstill  in  this  district.  Flood-lands  on  the  Idle 
side  are  now  well  coated  with  ice.  Babworth  Lake  is 
now  frozen  over,  as  well  as  most  of  the  standing  waters 
of  the  district.  At  Mattersey,  Bawtry,  and  Jlisson 
the  river  is  unapproachable.  No  angling  will  be  pos- 
sible while  the  frost  lasts. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Suffolk).— River  more  or 
less  flooded ;  no  use  fishing.  iMust  wait  until  waters 
have  gone  down. — Raven. 

JiVLgg,  Arrow, and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Under 
the  influences  of  cold  easterly  winds  and  sharp  frost 
these  rivers  have  receded  rapidly,  and,  though  too  high 
at  time  of  writing,  will  be  fishable  by  end  of  week  if 
present  weather  holds,  which  seems  improbable.  Snow 
fell  during  Mondav  night,  and  still  remains.  This 
(Wednesday)  evening  wind  is  E.,  glass  rather  low  and 
inclined  to  fall,  with  every  indication  of  a  dirty  night. 
Saw  a  nice  basket  of  six  brace  of  grayling  taken  to-day. 
There  were  only  two  or  three  places  fishable  in  a  con- 
siderable stretch  of  water.— R.  T.  Williams. 
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Nene  (Peterborough). — Augliug,  for  a  time,  lias 
given  way  to  the  invigorating  pastime  of  skating, 
extensively  provided  by  the  frozen  waters  caused  by 
the  overflow  from  the  river  all  along  the  Nene  Valley. 
There  is  too  much  current  in  the  river  for  it  to  become 
ico-bound,  but  there  will  not  be  any  angling  done  for 
the  present.  This  weelj  the  water  in  the  river  here  is 
not  quite  so  high  as  when  I  sent  my  report  last  week 
(now  between  lift,  and  12ft.),  although  afterwards  it 
rapidly  rose,  but  soon  lowered. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — .^Lt  time  of  report- 
ing (9th)  the  Frost-king  holds  possession  of  the  river, 
which  is  full  of  snow  broth  and  pigmy  icebergs.  The 
lateness  of  the  arrival  of  the  hard  part  of  winter  will 
very  likely  make  the  trout  season  backward,  and,  if  it 
does,  it  will  not  be  at  all  a  bad  thing  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  river.  The  Otter  is  certainly  an  early 
river,  but  fishing  on  it  is  commenced  all  too  soon, 
beginning,  in  some  places,  on  Feb.  2,  and  in  all  places 
not  later  than  March  1,  whereas  no  line  ought  to  be 
cast  on  the  water  before  April  1.  There  has  been  some 
talk — nothing  more  reliable,  so  far — of  attempting  to 
form  a  fishing  association  at  Ottery  St.  Mary.  This 
would  apply  not  to  the  best  parts  of  the  river,  but  to 
that  above  Tipton  St.  John's,  which  is,  however,  good 
water.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  will  come  of 
this  excellent  idea.  You  shall  be  informed  of  any 
further  steps  in  the  matter. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holjrwell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts. — 
Water  all  that  could  be  desired,  gone  down  to  its 
proper  level,  and  plenty  of  jack  showing  their  where- 
abouts. We  have  had  a  great  number  of  wild  ducks 
also,  and  good  sport  has  been  had  generally  along  the 
banks. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  been  in  flood 
for  some  few  days,  but  is  now  rapidly  getting,  into 
good  condition  again.  The  weather,  however,  is  so 
inclement  that  skating  just  now  finds  more  favour  tlian 
angling.  Still,  those  who  are  not  afraid  of  the  cold 
would,  I  believe,  do  well  just  now,  particularly  with 
chub  and  pike. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  STeots). — The  water  is  now  assuming  a 
nice  tint,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  will  be  in  good 
condition  for  jack. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  such  a  verj"  long  period  of  damp, 
unsettled,  although  most  extraordinarily  mild  weather, 
it  was  a  most  welcome  change  when,  at  the  close  of 
last  week,  a  severe  frost  set  in,  and  which  Jias  con- 
tinued up  to  the  present  time.  During  the  earlier 
part  of  this  week  several  snowstorms  passed  over  this 
neighbourhood,  and  the  ground  is  now  covered  with  it 
to  the  depth  of  about  three  inches.  For  some  days 
past  very  dull  and  foggy  weather  has  been  prevalent, 
and  consequently  grayling  fishing  has  not  been  so  suc- 
cessful as  could  be  wished  for,  with  the  rivers  again 
getting  into  good  condition  for  the  s^iort.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  recently,  owing  to  the  verj'  cold 
north-east  wind,  but  in  sheltered  places  in  the  Severn 
and  VjTnwj'  some  good  pike  and  chub  continue  to  be 
captured,  and  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  coarse 
fish  are  very  plentiful,  and  afford  good  sport,  as  the 
frost  is  not  yet  so  severe  as  to  freeze  the  water  in  this 
canal. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  —  The  river  was  in 
splendid  condition  for  roach  angling  on  the  Gth  inst., 
but  a  bitter  north-east  wind  was  blowing,  and  nothing 
was  done.  Since  then  we  have  had  some  heavy  snow- 
storms, and  the  water  in  the  deeps  tliis  morning 
(Thursday)  is  still  covered  with  ice ;  but  it  has  begun 
to  gradually  thaw,  and  the  river  will,  no  doubt,  be 
fishable  on  the  13th  inst. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Rivers 
were  fast  fining  down,  and  with  e\eiy  prospect  of  good 
pike  fishing,  when  down  came  jthe  snow.  The  early 
part  of  the  week  was  bright  and  frosty — too  cold  even 
for  piking,  as  boats  were  soon  frozen  stiff,  and  general 
surroundings  were  far  from  pleasant.  From  the  Ouse 
at  Tafield  Mr.  C.  Ablitt,  of  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association,  captured  two  nice  pike  by  live  baiting, 
weighing  71b.  and  llj^lb.  respectively.  A  solitary  chub 
of  21b.  was  taken  with  worm  at  Barcombe  ;  otlier  fish 
have  been  altogether  off  feed.  The  Guckmere  has  not 
given  sport  worth  notice.  Two  days'  visit  to  the 
Rother  resulted  in  a  brace  of  pike  averaging  4Alb.,  a 
fish  of  3|lb.,  and  a  brace  of  perch  of  about  lib.  6oz. 
A  pike  of  41b.  2oz.  was  recently  taken  from  the  Hen- 
field  jiortion  of  the  lArun,  but  roach  and  dace  have 
been  quite  off.  Many  waters  have  been  frozen  in 
parts,  but  the  thaw  of  Wednesday  has  for  the  present 
dispelled  all  hope  of  skating.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
has  been  well  nigh  deserted.  A  few  pike  and  perch 
may  be  seen  feeding,  but  the  raids  of  the  pot-hunters 
the  past  few  seasons  appear  to  have  almost  cleared  the 
water.  Two  seasons  ago  upwards  of  300  pike  were 
reckoned  as  having  been  captured,  principally  witli 
live  gorge.  Carp,  bream,  and  roach  are  in  abundance, 
and  thousands  could  well  be  spared  for  restocking  less 
favoured  waters.  A  few  codling  have  been  taken  in  the 
harbours. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  getting  into 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  water  is  still  on  the 
high  side,  and  angling  has  been  slow.    There  has  been 


a  seasonable  change  in  the  weather,  and  instead  of  wet 
and  damp  fogs  we  have  had  some  very  sharp  frosts  and 
several  falls  of  snow,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  water, 
the  snow  being  only  about  2  inches  deep ;  but  more 
threatens,  and  the  air  is  full  of  snow,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability we  shall  have  another  downfall  before  the  end 
of  the  week.  There  have  been  no  anglers  out  of  late, 
but  sport  should  be  had  with  maggot  and  grasshopper, 
if  anglers  care  to  venture  out.  Pike  fishing  should 
now  be  good  with  line  and  gorge  bait.  Grayling  have 
been  very  quiet,  and  it  will  not  be  until  we  get  some 
sun  that  they  will  begin  to  rise.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  cleared  nicely,  and  are  in 
better  order,  but  no  fishing  done  in  them  this  week. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).  —  The    Teme   in    this  district 

has  now  run  down,  clearing  very  nicely,  and  is  in 
fair  order  for  fishing.  There  is  still  a  good  volume 
going  down,  but  it  is  lowering,  and  will  be  in  good 
order  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  weather  has 
changed.  Frost  followed  a  few  light  falls  of  snow, 
and  it  is  now  more  seasonable.  Angling  is  very  quiet. 
The  late  flood  moved  all  the  fish,  and  they  have  not 
got  over  it  yet,  and  have  not  been  rising  "this  week, 
and  no  anglers  out. — Worcester. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  now  resumed  their  proper  course,  and 
are  cleared  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  changeable,  and  a  better  turn  has  taken 
place  from  wet  and  some  sharp  frosts  followed  by  a 
slight  fall  of  snow,  which  has  not  interfered  with  the 
river,  and  if  we  get  a  few  bright  days  grayling  should 
be  on  the  feed,  and  rise  at  the  fly.  Angling  has  been 
at  a  standstill  this  week,  but  in  the  fine  weather  the 
prospects  for  sport  are  good.     The  Parley  is  clear.— 

GWYNNE. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  Witham 
and  Tinsil  Dyke  are  heavily  charged  with  water  from 
the  recent  heavy  rains,  and  on  the  Fen  lands  east  of 
Lincoln  there  are  vast  stretches  of  flooded  land,  which 
on  Tuesday  was  so  covered  with  ice  as  to  be  nearly 
available  for  slcating.  Skating  has  already  commenced 
on  the  Bottoms  at  Lincoln.  Apparently  we  are  in  for 
a  toucli  of  real  winter,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  it 
moving  away.  Tlie  streams  are  too  strong  for  the 
freezing  of  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries. — Lucr. 

Yore,  Swale,  "Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorkshire). — The  long-wished-for  seasonable 
weather  has  at  last  put  in  an  appearance,  and  the 
frost  is  increasing  in  intensity,  but  up  to  now  it  has 
not  improved  grayling  or  pike  fishing  to  any  great 
extent.  Prior  to  the  cold  snap  I  fished  the  Yore  be- 
tween Aysgarth  and  Askrigg  for  grayling,  in  company 
of  James  Blades,  of  Hawes,  and  Mr.  Manager  J.  W. 
Thomas,  but  our  united  catch  only  totalled  five  brace. 
Blades,  like  me,  knows  every  yard  of  the  river,  but  we 
never  remember  such  a  bad  season,  or  have  caught 
fewer  grayling.  This  is  owing  to  the  absence  of  frosty 
weather  during  the  montlis  of  November  and  Decern  - 
ber,  consequently  there  is  any  amount  of  active 
larvae  in  the  water,  and  on  it  the  fish  have  waxed  fat, 
and  very  rarely  feed  on  tlie  worm.  Blades  and  I  have 
often  had  conversations  on  the  food  of  otters,  and  our 
experience  is  that  this  animal  is  not  so  destructive  to 
fish  as  is  generally  supposed.  On  Friday  last  we 
tracked  the  prints  of  a  very  large  otter  for  some  distance. 
Close  to  Nappa  he  had  caught  a  goose,  eaten  half  of 
it,  and  then  dragged  the  remains  down  towards  his 
hold.  In  doing  this  the  goose  had  caught  in  a 
barbed  wire  fence  running  down  to  the  water  edge, 
and  the  otter  had  left  it.  Examination  of  the 
"foil"  shows  tlie  otter  feeds  chiefly  on  crawfish, 
fresh-water  mussels,  water  I'ats,  frogs,  coots,  water 
hens,  etc.  We  often  find  the  remains  of  the  last  five 
in  the  shape  of  wings  or  legs,  uiidouljtedly  left  by 
otters.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  I  caught  ten  as 
grand  grayling  one  could  catch  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
just  belew  Middleham  Bridge.  The  river  is  in  fine 
trim,  and  prospects  for  sport  good.  I  hear  Messrs. 
Kirk  and  Culross  have  had  good  sport  on  the  Ripon 
length,  and  the  bottom  fishermen  have  enjoyed  fair 
sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  etc.,  at  Boroughbridge, 
the  best  bait  being  the  gentle  or  little  red  worm. — My 
Swale  correspondent  writes  that  during  the  past  week 
there  have  been  a  good  many  men  on  holiday,  and  the 
result  has,  of  course,  Ijeen  that  a  good  many  anglers 
hailing  from  Stockton  and  Thornaby  have  jiaid  a  visit 
to  the  well-known  fishermen's  rendezvous  and  sle^it  at 
the  Non  Plus  Inn  at  Marton-on-Swale,  and  have,  of 
course,  pursued  the  gentle  art  of  fishing  almost  every  day 
on  the  Swale.  The  water  has  not  Ijeen  in  the  best  of  con- 
dition, and  the  catch  of  fish  has  ruled  very  small.  This 
has  particularly  been  the  case  with  pike,  which  appear 
to  have  been  dead  off,  for  they  have  not  even  struck  any 
of  the  trimmers  wliich  have  lieen  carefully  prepared  for 
them,  while  both  trolling  and  ledgering  for  them  have 
been  carried  on  witli  very  disheartening  results.  On 
Thursday  the  Swale  was  about  half  flood,  but  the 
anglers  made  very  little  out.  Mr.  N.  Smithson  and  a 
brother  of  iiis  from  London  managed  to  creel  some 
three  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  by  swimming  the 
worm,  but  the  flsli  ruled  small.  About  a  dozen 
Stockton  anglers  were  on  the  water,  but  they  had  to 
return  home  with  almost  empty  baskets.    On  Friday 


Mr,  John  Smithson  fished  all  day,  and  landed  three 
very  fine  grayling.  Ho  saw  several  Stocktonians  who 
complained  that  the  fish  were  very  slow  in  biting,  and 
when  darkness  set  in  they  left  the  stream  in  disgust. 
Several  Northallerton  anglers  have  also  tried  thoir 
luck  at  "piking"  on  the  river  Wcskc,  but  they  have 
returned  home  from  Danby  Weske  after  angling  all 
day  without  as  much  as  a  single  fish  to  show  as  the 
result  of  their  labours.  The  other  day  Mr.  J.  Harrison, 
of  Leeming  Mill,  surprised  a  big  dog  otter  feeding  oii  a 
trout  he  had  caught  in  the  plantation  above 
Leeming  Mill.  The  trout,  which  measured  22J 
inches  in  length,  had  evidently  weighed  between 
21b.  and  31b.  It  was  a  splendid  specimen.  Something 
requires  to  be  done  to  prevent  otters  from  increasing. — ■ 
Our  West  :Riding  rivers  are  in  a  more  improved  con- 
dition for  angling  than  was  the  case  a  week  ago.  The 
Wharfe  is  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  A  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out,  and.have  used  fly,  worm,  and  maggot 
with  success,  the  best  flies  being  the  Dark  Needle, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Golden  Crow, 
Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag,  Blue  Hawk,  and  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.  Worm  and  maggot  have  been  tried  with  a 
fair  amount  of  success,  and  dace,  roach,  chub,  and 
fiomiders  have  been  landed.  A  few  grayling  have 
been  caught  between  Burley  and  Ilkley.  The 
pike  have  been  on  the  move  between  Harewood 
Bridge  and  Woodhall.  Mr.  W.  Grassham  has  had 
capital  sport,  his  catch  being  seven  fish  weighing 
close  upon  401b.,  the  largest  fish  weighing  141b.  A  few 
fair  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  secured,  with  the 
Cockspur  worm,  between  Collingham  and  Flint  Mill. 
Below  this  point  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out. 
At  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kj-me,  and  Tadcaster,  Messrs. 
Thomas,  Bothwell,  and  others  have  had  sport  amongst 
the  grayling,  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  with  maggot  and 
little  red  worm.  Flounders  have  been  feeding  well 
below  Tadcaster  Bridge,  and  one  or  two  good  baskets 
have  been  got  witli  the  worm.  Dace  and  roach  have  been 
secured  with  maggot  fished  on  very  fine  tackle.  The 
river  Nidd  continues  to  be  in  a  very  muddy  condition, 
although  a  few  followers  of  the  gentle  art  have  visited 
Hunsingore  and  Ribstone.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Calvert 
had  only  moderate  sport.  The  fish  are  in  bad  con- 
dition, the  largest  fish  being  a  chub,  only  weighing 
just  over  lib.,  which  should  weigh  about  21b., 
according  to  its  size.  The  Rye,  Dove,  and  Derwent 
have  run  into  tlioir  normal  level.  Grayling  fishing  with 
tlic  fly  has  given  fair  results.  A  few  good  baskets  have 
been  taken  on  the  Rye,  whieli  swurnis  witli  fine  gray- 
ling, and  will  repay  a  visit.  Tlic  Derwent  coiitiimcs 
to  fish  faii  ly  well.  A  few  nice  roaclr  ha.\c  taken 
with  maggot  at  School  House  Hill  and  ?ilaltun.  At 
Stamford  Bridge  and  Kirkham  anglers  have  boon  busy 
amongst  the  pike  ;  but  the  fish  run  small,  the  heaviest 
being  about  61b.  Good  baskets  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace 
have  been  made  below  Castle  Howard.  York  anglers 
have  been  visiting  Pooklington  Canal.  Sport  amongst 
the  pike  lias  been  fairly  good,  the  liest  fish  of  the  weelc 
being  one  scaling  13Ib.  Pike  fishing  at  Hornsea  Mere 
is  poor  on  account  of  the  lake  being  upset  with  recent 
rains  and  wind.  Should  the  present  weather  continue, 
I  may  hear  of  some  of  the  members  paying  a 
visit  and  reporting  some  good  catches. — The  Ouse 
is  fishing  fairly  well.  The  Clementhorpe  side  of  the 
river  has  shown  the  best  sport.  Several  York  anglers 
have  taken  some  tidy  baskets  of  fisli,  chiefly  by 
swimming  the  maggot.  A  few  anglers  from  Leeds  have 
been  seen  on  the  banks  of  this  river  at  Linton  and 
Acaster,  sport  ruling  fair  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and 
cliub.  Prospects  for  next  week  are  all  that  could  bo 
desired. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New, Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  weather  has  been 
much  colder  since  the  advent  of  the  new  year,  and 
several  showers  of  snow  have  been  experienced  in  the 
upland  districts.  The  rivers  are  getting  into  fine  ply, 
and  fresh  fish  are  being  noted  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Dee.  With  the  opening  of  the  season  on  the 
Tay  system,  the  Thurso,  and  Helmsdale,  a  fresh  im- 
pulse has  been  given  to  angling  matters  all  over,  and 
a  good  season  is  confidently  expected  at  the  start, 
unless  the  weather  conditions  alter  greatly. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Severe  wintry  weather  has 
set  in  over  the  South  of  Scotland.  On  Wednesday 
morning  snow  fell  heavily  over  tlie  district,  and  severe 
frost  followed.  The  rivers  are  still  free  of  ice,  and 
spawning  salmon  arc  to  be  seen  on  the  redds.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  salmon  and  grilse  have  their  spawning. 
It  is  only  the  very  late  migrating  fish  that  are  no\y  on 
the  beds.  A  great  deal  of  poaching  is  being  done  just 
now,  and  several  have  been  caught  by  the  water-bailiffs. 
In  the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court,  on  Friday,  Adam 
Sandiland,  a  shepherd,  residing  at  Capplegill,  Moffat- 
dale,  was  charged  witli  si)caring  salmon  in  Moffat 
Water,  a  tributary  of  the  Annan,  and  liaviug  in  his 
possession  a  "leister"  for  spearing  salmon.  He 
pleaded  guilty.  The  procurator  fiscal  said  that  an 
officer  caught  the  accused  at  the  water  side 
with  the  implement,  which  was  produced  in 
court,    and    which    was    a    formidable-like  affair, 
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having  a  strong  sliaft  about  10ft.  long  with  four 
big  barbed  prongs  like  a  huge  trident.  The  Sheriff, 
in  passing  sentence,  said  this  was  a  bad  iiind  of 
offence,  especially  in  a  man  of  the  class  of  accused, 
who  had  opportunities  for  doing  such  things.  As  this 
.  was  accused's  iirst  offence,  a  fine  of  £-3  or  thirty  days 
would  be  tlie  sentence. — In  the  same  court  Joseph 
Cummings,  stocking-weaver.  Church-street,  Maxwell- 
town,  Dumfries,  was  tried  in  absence  for  having  had 
an  unseasonable  salmon  in  his  possession  on  the  banks 
of  the  Cluden,  a  tributary  of  the  Nith.  The  water- 
bailiff  said  he  was,  on  Dec.  17,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Upper  Cluden,  and  saw  Cummings  advancing 
along  a  footpath  with"  a  salmon  under  his  arm. 
Accused  on  seeing  the  officer  threw  down  the 
fish  and  ran  away,  but  he  was  followed  and 
caught.  The  Sheriff  imposed  a  fine  of  £S  or 
one  month's  imprisonment. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — All  the  salmon  that  were  in  the  many 
breeding  tributaries  of  this  river  have  finished  spawn- 
ing operations,  and  have  gone  down  to  Lough  Neagh 
to  feed  on  the  pollen,  where,  in  a  short  time,  they 
will  become  well-mended  kelts.  There  are  a  few 
yet  remaining  in  the  pools,  but  they  will  go  down  by 
the  first  flood.  A  number  of  large  red  male  salmon 
ascended  a  few  of  the  tributaries  by  the  late  floods 
that  discharge  their  waters  directly  into  the  Bann. 
These  fish  never  ascend  higher  than  the  first  and 
second  reaches,  and  only  remain  long  enough  to 
finish  their  work  of  destroying  all  the  redds  they  meet 
with  by  turning  them  over  and  eating  the  half-hatched 
ova.  A  few  of  these  large  fish  can  now  be  seen  at  work 
on  the  lower  reach  of  a  tributary  called  the  Clady,  that 
discharges  its  waters  into  the  river  Bann  half  a  mile 
below  Portglenone.  This  river  is  capable  of  rearing 
one  hundred  times  more  smelts  than  the  hatchery  at 
Kilrea,  if  it  only  got  half  protection  while  the  salmon 
are  on  the  redds,  and  during  the  time  the  flax  water 
is  running  into  it  in  August  and  September.  The 
owners  of  fisheries  in  Ireland  are  calling  on  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their  better  protec- 
tion, while  they  refuse  to  do  so  themselves,  although 
the  means  in  many  cases  at  their  disposal  are 
sufficient. — Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  has  got  much 
colder,  and  the  rivers  are  run  low,  giving  more  facilities 
for  poaching  on  the  small  streams  such  as  the  Clady, 
Kilwot,  etc.  As  intimated  in  last  week's  issue,  all 
the  rivers  running  into  the  sea  between  Portrush  and 
Donaghadee  open  on  Feb.  1.  This  comprises  the 
Ballycastle  District.  The  Glenarm  is  largely  pre- 
served by  Lord  Antrim.  There  is  some  brown  trout- 
ing  above  the  weir,  but  as  a  rule  the  fish  are  small. 
The  preserved  portions  are  well  stocked  with  salmon 
and  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Donegal  Kivers. — A  few  rivers  open  for  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  in  oo.  Donegal  on  the  1st  prox. 
These  include  the  well-known  Lennon,  one  of  the  best 
salmon  rivers  in  the  North,  the  famous  Bundrowes, 
the  Bunduff,  and  the  rivers  of  the  Gweedore 
locality. — J.  A.  B. 

Galway  Rivers. — The  mildness  of  the  season  is 
taken  as  a  favourable  sign  of  sport  in  the  coming 
season.  Quite  a  number  of  rivers  open  here  on 
Feb.  1,  including  the  celebrated  Corrib,  Spiddal, 
Oughterard  and  the  lakes  and  tributaries  connected 
with  them. — J.A.B. 

Sligo. — The  first  Irish  river — the|Sligo,  orGarvogne 
— opened  on  New  Year's  Day.  Since  then  some  clean 
run  fish  have  been  taken.  One  handsome  81b.  salmon 
sold  for  10s.  6d.  in  Belfast  on  Tuesday.  The  Sligo  is 
the  earliest  river  in  Ireland  with  the  exception  perhaps 
of  the  Lennon,  co.  Donegal. — J.A.B. 

Shannon  and  Iiougli  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  The 
angling  season  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing  will  open 
on  the  Shannon  on  Feb.  1.  We  expect  the  water  will 
be  in  good  form  by  then.  Some  huge  springers  have 
already  put  in  an  appearance.  Any  English  anglers  in 
want  of  some  first-class  preserved  salmon  reaches 
might  do  worse  than  communicate  with  me. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Waterville  (Kerry). — A  visit  tojthe  liatchei-y  where 
the  little  welcome  stranger  has 'made  his  appearance 
for  the  New  Year.  About  six  boxes  of  sea  trout  ova 
is  well  out.  We  have  on  the  whole  about  56,000  sea 
trout  ova  down  this  year,  and  something  like  180,000 
salmon  so  far.  We  expected  to  fill  the  remaining  five 
.boxes,  but  owing  to  the  long  continuous  floods  we  find 
it  now  difficult  to  get  fish  unspawned.  However,  we 
must  be  thankful  for  small  mercies.  The  salmon  ova 
looks  well,  but  not  all  eyed  yet.  Owing  to  getting  them 
from  different  rivers  some  are  later  spawners  than 
others.  The  trout  were  well  out  in  47  da3's.  The 
salmon  fishings  at  the  Waterville  were  opened  on  Jan.  1, 
and  to  see  some  of  those  beauties  from  151b.  to  201b.  in 
one' of  the  cribs  is  enough  to  make  a  fellow  green  with 
envy.  However,  I  cannot  shake  off  the  idea  so  easily  as 
I  thought  at  first.  I  now  and  again  look  at  my  flybook 
and  look  at  my  favoured  rod,  to  see  if  all  things  look 
in  working  order  for  the  opening  day,  Feb.  1.  The 
long  continuous  high  water  has,  no  doubt,  brought  a 
lot  of  fish  into  Waterville  Lake,  as  we  could  not  have 


better  prospects  than  wo  had  during  past  month. 
Plenty  of  high  water,  so  we  expect  tight  lines  on  the 
opening  days,  and  also  hope  to  see  some  of  the  old 
friends,  who  spent  a  hard  time  of  it  in  South  Africa 
lately,  down  here  for  the  opening  days — and  more 
Ijower  to  their  arms  1  Wishing  a  happy  New  Year  to 
all,  j'our  trustworthj', — Angler. 


SEA-FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  18 : 


Sat. 


Scarborough 


a.m. 
8.43 
p.m. 

9.  5 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 


1.16 
1.38 


Aldeburgh  , 


2.20 


2.4(i 
3.  8  i 


Sun.  :  Mon. 


a.m. 

9.29 
p.m. 

9.56 


a.m. 
10.26 
p.m. 
11.  0 


Tues.  Wed. 


a.m. 
11.36  j 
p.m. 


a.m. 

0.11 
p.m. 

0.45 


2.  2  i 
2.29 


2.57 
3.27 


3.59 
4.33 


5.  7 
5.41 


Til.  Fii. 


a.m.  I  a.m. 
2.19 
p.m. 
2.45 


1.18 
p.m. 
1.50 


6.15  7.17 
6.48  1  7.42 


2.44 
3.12 


3..38 
4.10  i 


4.41 
5.16 


5.50  : 
6.23  1 


6.58  ;  7.59 
7.30  j  8.25 


3.32 
3.59 


4.27 
4.57 


.5.29 
6.  3 


6.37 
7.11 


Harwich '. 


4.12 
4.31 


Burnham-on-  \ 
Crouch/ 

Southend.Sheer-l 
ness  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-] 
stairs  &  Rams- > 


Deal  and  Dover. 


Hastings . 


4.23 
4.42 


5.  2 
5.21 


4.52 
5.14 


5.38 
6.  6 


6.41 
7.19  i 


7.58 
8.35 


8.28  '  9.29 
9.  0  I  9.55 


9.11  10.12 
9.43  10.38 


4.  5 
4.24 


3.26 
3.45 


3.10 
3.29 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton  / 


3.36 
3.55 


5.  3 

5.25 


5.49 
6.17 


6.34 
7.  5 


6.62  I 
7.20  I 


7.40 
8.18 


8.56  ! 
9.33  j 


9.22  !  10.23 
9.54  10.49 


10.  8  i  11.10 
10.41  11.34 


4.45 
5.  9 


5.37  i 
6.  8  , 


6.43 
7.21 


7.59  j 
8.39  I 


9.11  I  10.13- 
9.44  I  10.37 


4.  5 
4.27 


4.51  I 
5.19  i 


5.51 
6.26 


7.  3 
7.40  I 


8.14  '  9.11 
8.44  :  9.36 


3.49  . 
4.11  1 


4.35  \ 
5.  3  I 


5.35 
6.10 


6.47 
7.24 


7.58  i  8.55 
8.28  i  9.20 


4.15 
4.37 


5.  Ij 
5.29  I 


6.  1 

6.20 


7.13 
7.50 


8.24  j  9.21 
8.54  9.46 


Newliaven  . 


3.26 
3.46 


Shoreham  andi 
Southwick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hay  ling  Island/ 

Plymouth   


3.54 
4.13 


3.54 
4.13 


10.12 
10.32 


4.  9  ! 
4.34  j 


5.  3 
5.38  ' 


6.16 
6.58 


7.39 
8.17 


4.33 
4.55 


5.19  I 
5.47 


6.19 
6.53  I 


7.31 
8.  8 


8.49  9.41 
9.17  ■  10.  3 


8.42  9.39 
9.12  :  10.  4 


4.34 
4.57 


5.23 
5.55 


6.30 
7.  7 


7.46 
8.24  ! 


8.59  !  9.57 
9.29  10.22 


10.64  i 
11.18 


0.20 
0.67 


1.35 
2.15 


2.52  3.57 
3.26  4.24 


Ballycotton. — The  sea  is  now  calm,  but  the  weather 
is  very  cold,  and  no  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Cork  (Rivers).— Spawning  is  now  over,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  approaching  angling  season  are  good 
at  time  of  writing.  Snow  appears  close  at  hand,  and 
if  it  falls  the  prospects  will  be  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Croucli  (Burnham-on-Croucli). — But  few  anglers 
have  put  in  an  appearance  during  the  past  week,  and 
those  who  came  caught  flat  fish  and  a  few  small 
whiting.  The  tide  will  be  suitable  this  week  end  for 
rod  and  line  anglers,  but  the  weather  prospects  do 
not  seem  to  be  encouraging,  as  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  (Tuesday)  it  is  snowing  very  heavily,  and  appear- 
ances are  that  it  will  continue  for  some  time.  The 
stow-boat  nets  are  having  good  hauls  of  sprats,  smelts, 
small  whiting,  and  dabs,  and  a  good  number  of  the 
latter  fish  are  being  caught  by  the  local  fishermen  in 
the  hoop  nets.  If  this  weather  continues  I  shall  put 
the  rod  away  and  take  up  the  gun,  for  there  are  flocks 
and  flocks  of  wild  fowl  making  their  way  wp  the  river. 
Several  wild  duck,  widgeon,  and  sprat  loon  divers  were 
killed  yesterday.  Those  fond  of  the  gun  should  give 
this  place  a  trial  now. — J.  Weight. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The'  notable  feature  of  the 
present  week  has  been  the  number  of  large  dabs  which 
have  been  taken,  affording  good  sport  to  the  few  visiting 
anglers  now  present  here.  On  Sunday  the  weather 
was  so  piercingly  cold  that  only  one  ardent  angler 
whetted  his  line,  and  he  soon  retired  without  taking  a 
fish.  Messrs.  Bowles,  Chapman,  and  Harding  each 
took  a  few  whiting  on  Monday  afternoon,  all  of  them 
of  large  size.  Mr.  Chapman  fished  alone  on  Tuesday, 
his  afternoon's  catch  consisting  of  twenty  whiting,  one 
dab,  and  one  codling.  Wednesday  morning  found 
some  half-dozen  anglers  in  xjositiou,  and  each  of  them 
made  a  nice  catch  of  large  dabs,  while  the  afternoon's 
sport  among  the  whiting  proved  very  brisk,  good 
numbers  being  the  order  of  the  day,  though  the  general 
run  of  them  was  not  large.  About  thirty  dabs  were 
also  taken  and  four  codlings.  Additional  anglers  on 
this  day  were  Messrs.  Walters,  Hume,  Pratt,  Spicer, 
Horncastle,  Chitten,  and  Macey.  The  sprats  are  still 
in  the  vicinity,  so  we  may  reasonably  expect  the  whiting 
to  remain  here  also. — J.  Eichardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  very  unsettled  weather  lately 
no  fish  have  been  landed  worth  mention  with  rod  and 
line,  but  the  latter  part  of  last  week  very  good  sport 
was  obtained  with  fine  whiting,  codling,  cod,  etc. 


The  water  now  is  very  thick,  and  several  fine  whiting 
have  been  taken  in  the  sprat-ncts  to-day  (Wednesday). 
Wind  southerly ;  fine  and  much  milder.  Some  good 
whiting  were  landed  this  evening  by  local  fishermen, 
which  shows  the  fish  have  not  left  our  shore,  and  good 
takes  of  sprats  have  also  been  landed.  'Tides  suit 
week-end  and  early  part  of  next  week. — Edward 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Dingle. — Though  sea  angling  has  opened  again, 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Sport  has  been  fair. 
The  weather  is  fine  but  cold,  and  the  pro.spects  for  the 
next  few  days  good.— .T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers. — The  floods  have  now  subsided,  and 
all  waters  are  in  normal  condition.  Spawning  may  be 
considered  as  over,  though  a  few  late  fish  are  on  the 
redds  on  many  of  the  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — The  spawning  season  is  now  over,  and 
has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one,  generally  speaking. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  angling  season  arc  good 
at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — A  pleasant  change  in  the  weather  has 
been  very  acceptable  this  week,  from  wet  and  foggy  to 
cold  and  dry — rather  too  cold  for  the  pier  fishermen  aa 
a  body,  but  not  for  a  few  enthusiasts.  The  boat 
fishermen  have  been  taking  a  few  pollack,  and  silver 
whiting  are  coming  in  the  sound.  It  was  a  sight  this 
morning  to  see  the  drift  boats  coming  in  laden  with 
herrings.  They  were  literally  heaped  up,  and  the  crews 
were  obliged  to  sit  on  the  top  of  them,  as  every  part 
of  the  boats  was  covered.  They  have,  indeed,  had  good 
catches  during  the  last  week  or  two,  and  they  have 
been  fetching  good  prices.  I  hope  the  men  will  be 
cute  enough  to  put  aside  some  of  the  money  for  a 
rainy  day,  for  they  must  have  made  a  lot  of  money 
during  the  last  fortnight.  I  noticed,  however,  that 
the  fish  are  not  in  very  good  condition,  as  they  have 
all  spawned,  with  but  few  exceptions.  Amongst  a 
prime  lot  of  fish  from  a  steam  trawler  I  noticed  a  very 
large  heap  of  small  dog-fish.  There  they  were  skinning 
and  gutting.,for  some  market.  They  are  sent  away  from 
here  by  the  ton,  but  I  cannot  find  out  whether  for 
eating  or  for  making  stock.  They  used  formerly  to 
be  thrown  awav  as  manm^e.  —  William  Heaeder 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate  CWest  Pier).— The  pier  anglers  still 
continue  to  enjoy  fair  sport.  Several  good  catches  of 
small  bass  have  been  made,  also  a  good  many  flatfish 
are  being  caught.  The  frost  has  sent  the  eels  off  the 
feed,  but  numbers  of  small  codling  and  pouting,  also 
a  fevj-  pollack,  are  to  be  caught.  On  the  Iron  Pier 
some  very  nice  dabs  were  captured  on  Thursday,  and  at 
time  of  writing  prospects  are  fair. — "  Geey  Mullett." 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  has  been  resumed  with 
fair  success  at  this  station,  pollack  and  whiting  being 
the  fish  principally  taken.  Weather  fine,  with  signs 
of  snow  being  near. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  has  com- 
menced at  the  Ballinskelligs  side  of  the  bay,  and  fair 
sport  has  been  had  at  xjollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting. 
Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Weather  now  fine 
and  sea  calm. — T.  J.  D, 


BOOTLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


-  The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  association 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  at  the  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle,  there  being  a  large  attendance 
of  members,  presided  over  by  ISIr.  Harry  Grundy. 
Some  important  matters  were  under  consideration, 
and  some  suggested  alterations  of  rules  negatived, 
while  .some  recommendations  from  the  committee 
were  confirmed,  notably  the  increasing  of  the  sub- 
scription to  h»lf  a  guinea  per  annum,  and  the  decision 
to  have  the  specimen  fish  of  the  year  taken  in  the 
association's  competitions.  A  special  prize  was  also 
decided  upon  for  the  heaviest  roach  from  the  Shrop- 
shire Union  or  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canals  during 
the  season. 

The  treasurer's  report  was  of  a  very  satisfactory 
nature,  the  association  having,  after  the  initial 
expenses  of  the  first  year,  a  balance  in  hand  of  £8, 
while  the  prize  fund  box  has  collected  the  nice  sum  of 
£4  10s.,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  utilised  during  the 
coming  season. 

The  hon.  secretary  gave  an  interesting  report  of  the 
progress  of  the  association  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  as  the  membership  has  more  than  doubled 
in  that  period,  and  the  twenty-two  outings  held  have 
been  quite  the  feature  of  the  year,  as  the  248  attend- 
ances at  same  can  testify  to  the  sociability  and  good 
feeling  prevailing  amongst  the  members,  and  not  one 
discordant  note  was  heard  upon  any  occasion.  The 
prize  list  was  also  a  great  success,  as  £35  was  given  by 
members  and  friends  and  £12  by  the  association 
during  the  year. 

The  election  of  officers  for  1901  was  as  follows: 
President,  Aid.  P.  Ashcroft  (Mayor);  and  as  Vice- 
Presidents,  Messrs.  G.  Lamb  (Ex-Mayor),  W.  Jones, 
and  J.  Turner  were  added  to  the  list.  Mr.  Harry  E.  L. 
Grundy  was  re-elected  Chairman,  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Gilmore 
Vice-Chairman.  The  Auditors,  Messrs.  T.  G.  Hill  and 
T.  Pennington,  were  re-elected,  as  alsq  Mr,  G.  Barratt 
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(Honoraiy  Treasurer).  The  following  constitute 
the  Committee:  Messrs.  C.  Cain,  J.  Cofiey,  W.  D. 
Brabin,  T.  Baker,  W.  Jones,  T.  Taylor,  J.  Pennington, 
and  F.  Fisher. 

During  the  evening  seven  new  members  were 
elected,  and  votes  of  thanks  recorded  to  the  chairman, 
auditors,  and  hou.  treasm'er  for  past  services  ;  and  the 
chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  members,  presented  a 
cheque,  as  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of  his  services, 
to  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Tafner,  who  was  re-elected 
to  that  office. 

The  presentation  of  eight  guineas  and  an  aquarium 
as  prizes  for  the  forthcoming  season  brought  a  most 
successful  meeting  to  a  close,  despite  the  snowstorm 
which  was  raging  outside  the  club  room,  Rudp. 


Jingling  ^ufurcs. 


January  13. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Roving  match. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Competition. 

Blackfriars :  Prize  outing. 

Blenheim  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Egham. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Outing. 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Hampton. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
January  14. 

Anglers'  Association :  Finance  and  General  Com- 
mittee meetings. 

Perseverance :  Visit. 

Stepney:  Benefit  concert. 
January  15. 

Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
January  16. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
January  17. 

West  London :  Match. 


Jan.  20. — Amicable  Waltonian  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  20. — Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

„  20. — Hearts  of  Oak:  Peg-down  Match. 

,,  20. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Addlestonc. 

,,  20. — North-east  Brothers  :  Match. 

,,  20. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Outing. 

,,  20. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

,,  20. — Warwick  :  Outing. 

„  20.— West  London  :  Match. 

,,  20. — Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing. 

,,  21. — Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 

„  22.— Cobden  :  Visit. 

„  22. — Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 

,,  22. — Oglander  :  Concert. 

23. — Cambridge  Friendly  :  Concert. 

„  27. — Allason  United  :  Match,  Taplow. 

„  27. — Brompton  :  Supper  match  at  Bourne  End. 

„  27.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 

„  27. — Lincoln  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

„  27. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

),  28. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Wraybsury. 

„  28. — Original  Alexandra :  Annual  Supper. 

„  30. — Eagle:  Supper. 

„  30. — Holloway  :  Concert. 

„  30.— White  Hart :  A.  B.  S.  Concert. 

„  31.— Carlton:  Visit. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  ns  not  later  than  PIVE  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evening'.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repobt  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. — The  Finance  Committee 
will  meet  at  8  p.m.,  and  General  Committee  at  8.30 
p.m.,  orr Monday,  Jan.  14. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Perseverance,  the 
Fox,  Russell-street,  Stepney,  E.,  on  Monday  next, 
Jan.  14.  This  being  the  first  meeting  in  the  new 
year,  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  attendance. — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District). — Anglers 
will  please  note  that  the  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Cobden  Angling  Society,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  22.  They 
promise  some  good  talent,  so  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — J.  Harris. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society. — 
Not  many  have  weighed-in  any  fish  lately,  owing  to  the 
weather.  Our  special  meeting  on  the  9th  was  fairly 
attended,  and  the  alteration  of  one  of  the  rules  was 


satisfactorily  settled.  Members  who  can  attend  next 
week  will  hear  it  read.  We  all  thank  Mr.  E.  B.  Head 
for  the  offer  of  a  sailcloth  fish  bag,  another  prize  for 
our  match  on  27th. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — The  return  visit  of 
clubs  on  the  South  London  list,  at  the  above,  on 
Monday  evening  last,  was  a  very  pleasant  and  success- 
ful affair.  A  most  enjoyable  concert  followed,  in  which 
several  talented  artists  took  part.  Mr.  J.  Jones  made  a 
capital  chairman,  and  ]Mr.  C.  Arrow  ably  presided  at  the 
piano,  while  Mr.  C.  Cannon  officiated  as  the  steward- 
in-charge.  On  the  roll-call  sixteen  clubs  wore  found  to 
be  well  represented,  and  we  were  also  honoured  with 
the  company  of  I\[r.  W.  Musgrovc,  of  tlie  St.  John's 
Angling  Society.  To  all  friends  who  attended  and 
took  part  we  tender  our  heartiest  thanks.  Next  visit 
was  announced  to  go  to  the  Clifton  Angling  Society. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  J. 
Farmer  presided.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers'  Angling  Society  re  friendly  match 
for  a  leg  of  mutton  supper,  which  was  at  once  agreed 
to,  and  Messrs.  H.  Mallett  and  C.  Cannar  were 
appointed  to  confer  and  arrange  details.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  C.  Arrow  for  his 
services  at  the  visit.  Members  will  greatly  oblige  by 
supporting  the  secretary  and  attending  the  visit  to 
Peckham  Brothers  on  Tuesday  next.  Owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather  and  rivers,  the  January 
outing  for  Jan.  1-3  was  fixed  as  a  roving  match.  Special 
general  meeting  to  lie  held  on  Wednesdav,  23rd  inst. — 
W. 

Sermondsey  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
.  Bermondsey-street. — Our  January  series  of  prizes  is 
postponed  until  Jan.  13,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
waters.  Hope  to  see  all  members  next  week  also  at 
the  Peckham  Brothers'  Central  visit,  Jan.  15. — C.  G. 

PiGGOTT. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Several  members  tried  their  luck  last 
Saturday,  but  had  to  return,  owing  to  floods  and  frost, 
leaving  us  a  blank  first  time  this  season.  Our  January 
series  of  prizes  vfill  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  13,  when  1 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  Start,  Paddington  9  a.m. 
train  to  Wargrave ;  return  about  5.:30  p.m.  train.  War- 
grave.  Will  members  please  turn  up  in  force  next 
Wednesday — important  business '?  And  don't  forget 
Peckham  Central  visit  on  the  15th. — J.  Wheelhousb. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim  Crescent,  Netting  Hill. — Since  last  rexsort 
the  following  members  have  had  fish :  Wilkins,  roach  ; 
Wilson,  jack;  Belton,  roach,  dace,  and  chub;  Maguire, 
roach.  Last  Wednesday  was  quarter  night.  We 
found  a  good  balance  in  hand,  and  the  club  affairs  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition.  We  made  Mr.  Harrison 
and  Mr.  Hill  working  members,  and  arranged  a  match 
for  Jan.  13  in  Veitch's  pound  at  Langley,  between  Mr. 
G.  King,  of  the  Elgin  Angling  Society,  and  Mr.  Parker, 
of  this  society.  We  shall  go  down  in  force  to  support 
our  member.  The  weighing-in  will  take  place  at  this 
club  house. — Charles  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.  ~  On 
Dec.  30  Mr.  J.  Drew  weighed  in  roach  21b.  5Joz. 
Mr.  C.  Davis,  Mr.  P.  W.  Stocker,  Mr.  J.  Roach,  and 
Mr.  R.  Lummes  also  had  roach.  On  Jan.  G  Mr. 
J.  Drew  weighed  in  roach,  one  of  which  weighed 
lib.  lO^oz.  On  Feb.  25  we  have  a  grand  smoking 
concert,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  given  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Secretaries  kindly  note 
date.  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  16,  will  be  limit  niglit, 
when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without  fail. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — It  is  with  deep 
regret  that  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  our 
much  respected  member  Mr.  Charles  Ward,  on  Friday 
last,  of  enteric  fever,  aged  42  years. — J.  H. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park. — Owing  to  the  weather,  there  is  nothing  to 
report,  but  members  are  particularly  requested  to  be 
present  next  Wednesday,  Jan.  16. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cauihridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.  —  A  smoking  concert 
will  be  held  here  on  Jan.  23,  Mr.  C.  Langley  in  the 
chair.  All  angling  friends  are  cordially  invited. — 
W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem  Street,  Bishop's  Road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — Owing  to  the  weather  this  week 
we  have  decided  to  postpone  our  match  on  Jan.  13  till 
a  later  period,  of  which  due  notice  will  be  given.  On 
Tuesday  evening  the  balance-sheet  for  last  quarter 
was  read  and  accepted,  leaving  the  society  with  a  fair 
balance  in  hand.  I  might  also  mention  that  we  were 
83  members  strong  on  the  books,  which  I  think  is  top- 
weight  for  the  Eastern  District.  On  Jan.  6  we  ex- 
perienced a  blank,  the  first  to  record  this  season. — 
E.  H.  Argent. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Several  members  were  out  on 
the  6th  inst.,  but  very  little  was  done,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  rough  weather,  one  member  only  weighing  in, 
saving  the  club  a  blank — W.  Payers,  roach.  Our 


return  visit  is  fixed  for  the  31st  inst.,  when  we  hope' 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  as  many 
brother  anglers  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend, 
— W.  B.  P.  I 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  will' 
take  place  at  the  Peclcham  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Mason's  Arms,  East  Street,  Walworth 
(within  five  minutes  of  Elephant  and  Castle),  on 
Tuesday,  January  15,  being  the  first  visit  to  this, 
society  at  their  new  headquarters,  which  is  under  the 
care  of  Host  Geo.  H.  Shepherd.  I  venture  to  hope 
that  clubs  from  far  and  near  will  be  represented,  in 
order  that  previous  records  may  thus  be  beaten  early 
in  the  new  century.  They  have  a  very  large  and 
comfortable  club  room,  and,  whatever  the  attendance, 
there  is  little  fear  of  overcrowding. — W.  ■ 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The' 
Clarence,  Wiustanley  Road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  twelve  days'  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  20,  for 
six  prizes,  at  Hampton  Court — boundary  from  Molesey 
Lock  to  Sunbury  Lock  ;  towpath  only.  Train  from 
Clapham  Junction  8.27  a.m.,  return  from  Hampton 
Court  6.10  p.m.  Locale  to  be  settled  for  another 
match  next  meeting  night. — G.|P.JJameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  of  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Original  Clerkenwell  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Coach  and  Horses,  St.  John-square,  Clerkenwell,  on 
Monday,  Jan.  21.  A  good  entertainment  will  be  pro- 
vided.— -F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — Although  our  two  cast-iron  members  were 
out  on  Sunday  last,  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  a 
fish.  Mr.  P.  Hannabus  and  Mr.  T.  Twyman  were  out 
on  the  briny,  and,  in  spite  of  the  easterly  wind,  had  a 
grand  show  of  flatfish.  Will  members  notice  that 
our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  22,  in 
the  large  hall,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
members  and  friends,  as  we  are  sure  to  have  some 
good  talent? — A.  S.  PI. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars  Road. — On  Jan.  6  Mr.  F. 
Beames  weighed  in  a  nice  jack,  saving  us  from  a 
blank.— P.  P.  Sorge. 

Cory  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  last 
our  delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Central  Associa- 
tion. The  balance-sheet  was  also  read  over,  showing 
a  good  sum  in  hand.  Mr.  F.  Ross  was  elected 
treasurer  in  place  of  Mr.  P.  Sannert,  resigned. — J. 
White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell. — Since  last  report  H.  Haines  has 
weighed  roach  and  jack,  and  J.  Macdonnell  roach. 
At  our  general  meeting  it  was  decided  to  fish  our  next 
match  at  Wraysbury  on  Feb.  3 — tow-path  only.  It 
was  also  proposed  to  have  a  smoking  concert  on 
Monday,  Jan.  28,  when  all  anglers  and  friends  will 
receive  a  hearty  welcome. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — 
On  Jan.  6  several  of  our  members  braved  the  Arctic 
weather.  The  following  weighed  in :  Mr.  Ellins, 
roach,  dace,  chub,  largest  •  21b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Fowler, 
roach ;  Mr.  Baily,  roach.  Don't  forget  there  are 
several  prizes  for  this  month. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E.— Mr.  Maybury  brought 
in  61b.  of  good  roach  on  the  7th  inst.  Mr.  Griffon 
brought  in  jack.  There  have  not  been  many  fish' 
brought  in  during  the  holidays,  the  weather  was  so 
unfavourable. — R.  Murphy. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— On  Monday 
last  Mr.  S.  Stone  secured  a  nice  little  bag  of  perch, 
6Jlb.,  including  two  fish  of  lib.  9§oz.  and  lib.  6ioz. 
Others  have  met  with  poor  results. — E.  Wymeb. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  well-attended  meeting  of  the 
above  society  was  held  on  Jan.  9.  Several  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  6,  but  without  success.  A  grand 
New  Year's  Smoking  Concert  will  be  held  on  Jan.  30, 
at  8  p.m.  Anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited. — 
A.  C.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road.— On  Jan.  6  we  had  a  blank. 
On  Tuesday,  the  8th,  after  the  minutes  were  passed,  it 
was  decided  that  our  outing  to  Addlestone  on  the  13th 
should  be  postponed  until  Jan.  20.  We  are  sorry  to 
inform  members  not  present  that  a  letter  was  read 
informing  us  of  the  death  of  a  very  old  angler,  Mr. 
J.  Woodard,  otherwise  known  as  J.  Woody.— E.  W. 
Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 

ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  were  out 
on  Jan.  6 :  ]\Iessrs.  Reeves, Howard,  Herbert,  Brookman, 
Perry,  all  blanks  except  Mr.  Reeves,  who  had  roach.  We 
met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Brookman  in  the  chair,  when 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Mr.  G.  T.  Weed  was  proposed  a  working 
member.  The  match  stands  good  for  Jan.  13;  nine 
o'clock  train  from  Paddington.— J.  H.  Herbert. 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees. 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

Durins  January,  1901. 


Following  their  usual  custom,  Burberry's  STOCK  of  MODEL  GARMENTS,  built  for 
LONDON  and  PARIS,  and  also  a  few  WINTER  TWEEDS  and  COATINGS,  will  be  sold 
during  January  under  the  Special  Discounts  following  : 


25  7o 
50  7o 


Discount 
Discount 


15  7o  Discount 


{Off  all  Garments  ready  for  immediate  wear,  in 
perfect  condition,  sucla  as  Equi-Pedcs,  Slip-Ons, 
Weather-Alls,  and  Burberry  Coats. 

IOifi. Paris  Exhibition  and  London  (1900)  Models, 
including  Gabardine  and  Rainproofed  Tweed  Bur- 
berry, Veldt  and  Norfolk  Coats,  knicker  and 
Riding  Breeches,  Weather-All  Overcoats,  Highland 
and  Burberry  Capes. 

(  Off  Orders  from  Winter  Tweeds  and  Ranges  of 
\  Coatings  which  will  not  be  renewed. 

DETAILED_  LISTS  on  application.  Post  or  Approval  Orders  must  be  accompanied 
by  remittance  to  cover,  part  or  all  of  which  will  be  returned,  if  necessary,  when  the 
transaction  is  complete. 

TAILORING  ORDERS  must  be  paid  for  at  the  time  of  ordering  to  secure  the  discount. 
All  responsibility  for  the  satisfactory  nature  of  work  and  fit  of  prepaid  orders  is 
assumed  by  us. 

30  61c  3X,  Ha^yma^i^ket,  X^onclon, 

BURBERRYS 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  The  Lock 
Tavern,  Ipswich. — Several  of  our  members  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays  and  since,  but  the  results 
have,  in  all  cases,  been  disappointing.  Three  of  them 
spent  last  Sunday  week  in  the  pouring  rain  on  the 
Deben,  but  only  landed  one  small  jack  between  them, 
this  being  the  only  run.  The  rivers  have  been  in  full 
flood  since.  Salt-water  fishing  has  also  been  very  poor. 
— H.  C.  Westgate. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Bnmswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — As 
previously  announced,  the  members  will  compete  for 
three  special  prizes  on  Jan.  13,  at  Great  Marlow  ;  also 
for  two  ditto  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  16,  on  the  Lea, 
between  the  Fish  and  Eels  and  the  Lock  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borue-road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report 
we  cannot  record  any  large  shows  of  fish  weighed-in. 
Members  were  out ;  sport  very  quiet  with  them.  As 
it  is  getting  on  time  for  another  match,  will  members 
attendito  make  arrangements  ? — G.  Bence. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Jan.  6  a  few  members  were  out, 
but  none  of  them  got  any  fish,  this  being  our  first 
blank  of  the  season.  We  had  a  good  muster  at  our 
last  meeting,  and  a  match  was  arranged  to  take  place 
at  Taplow  on  Jan.  27  for  seven  prizes,  usual  con- 
ditions.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — Our  weekly  meeting  was 
held  as  usual  last  Thursday  evening.  It  was  arranged 
to  hold  our  twenty-first  annual  dinner  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  Jan.  17.  This  "  coming  of  age " 
party  will  be  presided  over  by  our  worthy  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Henry  Leaman,  which  fact  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  a  pleasant  social  evening  will  be 
spent.  A  good  musical  programme  has  been  arranged, 
and  it  is  fully  anticipated  that  the  function  will  be  a 
brilliant  success.  Angling  matters  generally  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  now  at  a  complete  standstill,  in 
consequence  of  the  severe  weather,  which  has  under- 
gone still  another  change.  The  rain  has  given  way  to 
snow,  and  as  I  write  these  lines  the  feathery  flakes  are 
falling,  the  "  blast  blaws  cauld  fra'  th'  north,"  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  Ice  King  is  going  in  for  his 
innings  after  all.  Therefore  fishing,  for  the  present, 
is  out  of  the  question,  and  one  may,  perhaps  reluc- 
tantly, lay  down  the  rod  for  the  skates  and  the  curling 
stane.  Should  the  frost  hold,  the  votaries  of  the 
"roaring  game"  are  surely  in  for  a  good  time. — 

ROSICRUCIAN. 

Lycbnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe  Lane,  E.C. — Competition  fixed  for  Hertford  on 
Jan.  12  and  13  is  postponed.  New  rule  books  ready  this 
week.  Quarterly  meeting  Feb.  2  ;  all  members  please 
attend,  as  business  is  very  important. — Hon.  Sec. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— The  sport 
during  the  past  few  days  amongst  roach  anglers  gene- 
rally has  been  very  bad  indeed,  owing  to  the  east  and 
north-east  winds.  Mr.  Wiggins,  early  last  week, 
caught  a  few  nice  roach,  over  lib.  each,  from  the 
Langford  Backwater,  and  T.  Springett  some  on  the 
5th  inst.  Pike  anglers  were  out  on  the  5th  and  6th, 
but  the  fish  were  not  feeding,  and  blanks  were  the 
results.  Should  the  weather  change  to  milder  I  think 
roach  anglers  will  get  some  sport  at  the  end  of  the 


week,  as  the  water  is  a  good  colour  for  reaching.  The 
Langford  waters  contain  some  excellent  sized  roach, 
and  anglers  are  enabled  to  fish  the  waters  up  to  the 
14th  of  March  next  for  2s.  6d.  Tickets  can  be  ob- 
tained from  T.  Springett,  Foundry-terrace,  Maldon,  or 
from  G.  Wrake,  White  Lion,  Maldon.— F.  Keen. 

Navigation  Angling  Society. — The  first  annual 
business  meeting  of  this  flourishing  society  was  held 
at  the  headquarters  (the  Navigation  Inn,  Horninglow) 
on  Friday  evening,  when  Mr.  C.  Ashury  presided  over 
a  capital  attendance  of  members.  The  hon.  sec.  (Mr. 
Thos.  Gee)  made  an  interesting  statement  with  regard 
to  the  work  of  the  society  during  the  comparatively 
short  time  it  has  been  in  existence,  and  referred  to  the 
various  competitions  that  have  Ijeen  held  and  the 
results  thereof.  He  also  presented  a  short  financial 
statement,  which  proved  to  be  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  were 
unanimously  passed,  and  the  secretary  was  heartily 
congratulated  upon  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he 
had  carried  out  his  duties,  and  the  success  which  had 
attended  his  efforts.  The  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  was  then  proceeded  with,  and  resulted  as 
follows  :  Chairman  and  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Ashury ; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  Gee,  283,  Goodman- 
street  ;  Minute  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  G.  Demis ;  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  J.  Cash,  C.  Jepson,  T.  Farmer,  A.  Smith, 
T.  Beeston,  W.  Harrison,  H.  Elks,  and  R.  Markham. 
There  has  been  a  steady  and  gratifying  increase  in  the 
roll  of  membership  since  the  formation  of  the  society, 
and  the  officials  arc  looking  forward  with  every  hope 
of  a  most  successful  season. 

ITortli  East  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On  Jan.  6 
our  show  of  fish  was  not  very  large,  owing  to  the 
weather,  but  three  of  our  members  weighed  in  roach — 
Messrs  J.  Eaton,  E.  Lamb,  and  H.  Hart.  The  match 
arranged  for  Jan.  13  has  been  postponed  to  Jan.  20. 
Our  next  meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  IG. — 

G.  Tayloe. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
20,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — We  have  had 
no  fish  weighed  in  during  the  present  century.  Our 
monthly  outing  has  been  postponed  until  Jan.  20, 
owing  to  the  snow  and  frost.  Mr.  W.  C.  Nayler  has 
given  a  prize  for  novices  only — that  is,  those  who  have 
never  won  a  j)rize  nor  been  in  a  club  before.  Bank 
only,  gross  weight,  all  fish  to  weigh  as  per  rules  from 
now  till  the  end  of  the  season.  Messrs  E.  O.  Norman 
and  H.  M.  Davidson  were  elected  members.  The 
committee  are  requested  to  attend  on,  Friday  at  10.30, 
to  arrange  for  the  concert,  which  is  fixed  for  Jan.  22. — 

H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — We  go 
out  on  the  18th.  Rye  House  Bridge  to  Ware  Bridge ; 
get  out  at  St.  Margaret's  ;  roaming ;  show  fish  at  Stan- 
sted  Lock  at  5.30  p.m.  ;  tow-path  only.  Members  must 
sign  the  book  on  Saturday  evening.  There  has  been 
an  important  addition  to  the  rules  suggested.  Our 
thirty-third  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Jan.  28, 
and  our  distribution  on  May  29. — Geoege. 

Original  Clerken-well  Piscatorial  Society,  St. 
John's-lane,  E.C. — On  Jan.  6  Mr.  Callow  had  roach. 
The  next  visit  of  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  takes 
place  at  the  above  club  house  on  Monday,  Jan.  21, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a  bumper.  Any  society  that 
is  represented  at  our  visits  in  future  will  be  returned 


when  their  society's  visit  takes  place,  as  we  have 
elected  delegates  to  attend  visits.  Fixture :  Visit 
21st.— A.  H. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Mason's 

Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  few  members 
out  on  Jan.  6  returned  with  empty  bags,  owing  to  the 
flooded  condition  of  rivers.  We  hope  for  better  luck 
on  the  20th.  Do  not  forget  our  visit  on  Tuesday  the 
15th,  on  Central  list.  This  month's  series  has  been 
decided  open  bank  or  punt. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox.Eussell- 
street,  Stepney,  E. — Several  of  the  members  have 
been  out  lately,  but  met  with  very  poor  success, 
Mr.  I.  Seigenberg  being  the  only  member  weighing-in 
for  the  past  three  weeks,  saving  us  from  blanks.  On 
the  14th  inst.  we  have  our  return  visit,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster,  who.  will  be  entertained  with 
some  good  tm-ns  which  have  been  promised.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  better  on  the  14th  than  they 
have  done  to  the  meetings  lately. — Repoetee. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  Jan.  6  the  following 
weighed  in  fish :  Messrs.  Longland,  Tretter,  and  H. 
Lewis.  Other  members  were  out,  but  returned  un- 
successful on  account  of  the  weather. — J.  Gibbons. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Coveut  Garden. — On  Jan.  8  Mr. 
C.  Gordon  Cowen  was  proposed  as  an  honorary 
member.  On  Jan.  13  cup  outing  to  Hampton  Court, 
and  all  members  to  return  by  the  6.10  train. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  second  visit  under  the  above  list  was  arranged  to 
he  paid  to  that  popular  society,  the  Anchor  and  Hope, 
held  at  Thomas  k  Beckett  Old  Kent  Road,  and 
although  the  date  selected  clashed  with  the  Central 
Association's  monthly  meeting,  a  large  number  of 
South  London  anglers  and  friends  were  present  on 
Monday  evening,  and  enjoyed  the  harmony  supplied. 
The  "Prize  Fund"  collecting  box  was  passed  round, 
and,  after  counting,  the  receipt  was  handed  to  the 
chairman  for  the  sum  of  17s.  IJd.  (please  note  you 
missed  the  ^d.  in  last  visit  report ;  this  is  most 
important,  as  you  see  the  South  London  anglers  mean 
"weighing  in"  to  their  last  farthing).  The  roll-call 
was  answered  to  by  the  representatives  from  sixteen 
societies — viz..  United  Brothers,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Clifton  St.  Albans,  Blackfriars,  Peckham  Brothers, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Collingwood,  South  Bermondscy , 
East  Dulwich,  Stockwell  Oglander,  Hatcham  Brothers, 
Abercoru,  Firm  and  True,  and  St.  John's.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  having  retm-ned  thanks  for  the  support  received, 
informed  the  meeting  that  the  next  visit  will  go  to 
the  Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston, -Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  and  hoped  that  visit  would  be  a 
bumper,  and  a  house-warming  to  a  new  society  on 
the  list.  Date  will  be  issued  in  the  usual  way  to  all 
societies. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse,  E. — On  Jan.  6  ^Ir.  Chamberlain 
was  the  only  member  to  weigh  in  (perch).  On  Monday 
next,  Jan.  14,  we  hold  a  concert  for  John  Morrish,  one 
of  the  oldest  anglers  in  the  eastern  district,  who  is  in 
failing  health.  We  hope  to  see  a  good  show  of  our 
angling  friends  on  this  occasion. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society, Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — .\nother  blank  on  Jan.  G. 
Members  turned  up  in  force  on  Tuesday,  and  after  the 
delegates  had  given  in  their  report,  and  other  business 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Addlkstone  (VVey),  I),  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  2il. 
Althokne  (Croucli),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
AMBKHLEV  (Aran),  F,  Sussex,  as.  Sd.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

A. MKKSHAM  (Misliouru),  I,  Bucks,  23i ;  2s.  3d. 
A-Ml'THli.l.  (Lalies),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 
AUDI.ERUI  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  .'•.6  ;  4s.  <)d. 
Arlkskv  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
AsHl-K.sT  (Med way)',  K,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
AUDLEV  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  tiid. 
AVLKSBl-KY  (Tlianie),  H  I,  BuclvS,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 
K.^RCoMBE  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  "Ss.  6d. 

B. \TTLK.-iBi;iPf;E  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  20;  2s.  4}d 
KEDFORli  (Ouse),  O  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
Bei;kh.\m1'steai>  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28;  2s.  lid. 
BlLLEUICAY  (Cheluier),  A,  Essex,  20  ;  2s. 
Bfllixghursx  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  Sd. 
KliiGLESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
Bishop  s  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9}d. 
Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 
Blktchley  (Ousel),  H,  Buclis,  40}  ;  4s.  lid. 

Bli  XHAM  (Ouse);  H,  Beds,  08  ;  5s.  3d. 
Bottisham,  a,  Camljs,  01} :  5s.  I4d. 
BOCKNE  Enp  (Thames),  B,  Berlvs,  28}  ;  .3s 
Box  Hill  (M.ile),  C  F,  Surrey,  -22}  :  2s.  ,sd, 
BoXMooi;  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24t  ;  2s.  cl. 
Braixtkee  (lilackivater).  A,  Essex,  45  ;  Ss.  lOd. 
BRAr(iHL\(;  (Kill),  A,  Herts,  30i ;  2s.  74d. 
Brami  ^n  (Little  Ouse),  A,  .Suffolk,  86^;  7s.  3kl. 
Brioket  Wooii  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Broxboi'Kne  (Lea),  A.  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  Od. 
BCNTIXGEOKD  (Rill),  Herts,  33i  ;  2s.  lid. 
Bl'RKs  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  ,54  ;  4s.  6id. 
Buknham-on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77i ;  Cs.  6d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  ll*d. 
BusHEV  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  10  ;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21| ;  2s.  3d. 
<  'astle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5e,i ; 
4s.  llJd. 

(-HAPPEL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50i ;  4s.  2}d. 
Chali-mnt  Ri'aI)  (Misljourn),  I,  Bucks,  22;  2s 
<'HEii|ii\i:  r  iN  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  30;  3s.  9d. 
Chesiiam  (I  li.       I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  5d. 
( 'HEL.MsFo);ii  (I  'lielmer),  A,  Essex,  29};  2s.  GJd. 
<'HESHUNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
CilERTSEY  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22}  ■  2s  4d 
Chiqwell  Lane  (Rixiin;;),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  ltd. 
CHILTERN  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s,  lOd. 
<'HORLEY  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48*  ;  .5s.  Id. 
ChorLEY  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  Kid. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  02  ;  5s.  3d. 
Cdbham  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
CoLOHESTER  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51?  ;  4S.  41d 
Colne  (Colue),  A,  Essex,  57j- ;  4s.  Od. 
CoLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  10}  ;  Is.  8d. 
COoKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25i  ;  2s.  lOil 
COWDEN  (Medwav),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s 
CROMER,  A,  Norfolk,  1.39;  10s. 
Hatchet  (Thames),  U,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  80}  ;  7s.  :!<l. 
HORKINO  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  20  ;  2s.  8d. 
Karlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstbad  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  Gd. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
EDENBRlDGE(Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21  ;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Canibs,  70!- ;  5s.  ll+d 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
El.senham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  Did 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 
Epping  (Rodinc),  A,  Essex,  17;  Is.  5{d. 
ESHER  (Mole),  L),  Surrey,  14!  ;■  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s,  2d. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  :ia  ;  3s.  Gd. 
KULWELL  (Thames),  I),  iliddlesex,  12} ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44t  ;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48 ;  3s.  10}d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^  ;  .3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29  ;  2s.  9d. 
Guildford  (VVey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 


Hadham  (A.sh),  A,  Herts,  25} ;  2s.  3d. 
H.4.LSTEAD  ^Colnc),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8Ul. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Mi<ldlesex,  14t :  13.  6<I. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  U,  Mdlsx.,  141 ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s,  lid, 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex.  26}  ;  2s.  Ltd. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s,  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  Od. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  PBVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,. 36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnei  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  Hi  ;  Is. 
Henley  (Ihames),  B,  Oxon,  35i  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  241 ;  2s.  Od. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  lOM. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSTED  KEYNES!(Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36t ;  3s,  lod. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  im  ;  Os.  od. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  Os.  2d 
IROHESTER  (Ouse),  (I,  Northampton,  61 ;  Gs, 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  :is 
Kino's  Lanoley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21  ■  2s 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d 
Lakbnheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  Os.  11, 
Langford   Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater), 
Essex,  44  ;  3s,  3H1.    (Change  at  Witham, 
Langley  (Canal).  B,  Bucks,  101 ;  is.  8d. 
Leaorave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32* ;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  •  2s 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
Linofield  (Edeu),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTi.Epoi;T(Ouse),  A,  Oamhs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
Liu  i;uTo\  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  is.  Oh\. 
LoNii  Mklford  (Stour),  A,  Suft'olk,  61}  ;',5s. 
Lo\vestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} 


'd. 

2d. 

d. 

A 


2jd. 
;  10s 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  O. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  j. 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B,  &  S,  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North-Western  (Euston). 

Metropt'litan  (Baker  Street), 

Map  s/io-ios  the  18  new  stations. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ■  2s  Gd 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s  s.l 
MALDON  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex  3s  "d 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  .59  •  ,5s  OUl  ' 
JlARon  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  Os.  id  " 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Es-sex,  47  ;  .3s.  lUd 
,    Midhurst  (Rothcr),  1)  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  Os  " 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  70.};  6s.  4*d 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;■  .5s.  Id 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s,  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  is.  8d 
Oakley  (Ousc),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d 
Offord  (Ousr),  E,  Hunts,  55};  6s.  lOd 
ONGAR(Ri.(ihi-),  A,  flsse.K,  22;  Is.  ll}d 
OXTED  (Eden),     !<',  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id 
Paddock  Wood  (Medwa.v),  C,  Kent,  3i}  ;  4s 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ■  4s  4d 
Park  Street  (Vcr),  H,  Herts,  22  •  2s 
Ponder  s  Rm.  (Lim),  a,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
Potter's  Bai;  ic.ilno,  E,  Middlese.x,  12} ;  Is.  3d 
PULBOROUGH  (Aiiin),  F,  Sussex,  £0;  ,5s.  (By 

Eldridgc  s  Exrwisinns,  2s.  6d  ) 
RADLETT  (Colne),  o,  lli  rls,  15;  is  7d 
Reading  (Thanu  s).  H,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
RED  Hn.r,  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
RiCKMANSWoRTH  (Colue),  H  I,  Herts, 22}  ;  Is.  9d 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d 
RUDGWIUK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
R  ye  Hou.se  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  is.  8d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  2s  S-fd 
Selham  (Rother),  K,  Sussex,  .58  ;  ,5s.  Gd. 

Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 

Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 

Shepford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 

Shelpord  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 

SllENFIELD  (CheluK-r),  A,  Essex,  20t;  Is.  Sd 

Sheppekton  (Thames),  II,  :MidilIcsex,  IS};  23. 

Slough  (Cnual),  B,  Bucks,  isi  ;  Is.  lid. 

Soutii:m  iNsTEi;,  A,  Essc\,  41);  3s.  4d. 

STA[.\F,s  (Tliaines),  II,  Middlesex,  19};  23. 

STANDON  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  2i>i  ;  2s.  <!id. 

StansteAD  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  .33  ;  2s.  lOd 

ST,  ALBANS  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s,  Id. 

ST.  IvKS  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70.* ;  Gs.  2d. 

ST,  Makgap.kt's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 

S'C.  NK( its  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  5s.  5d. 

Stoke  iMandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  Gd. 

Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  ,58}  ;  4s.  ll}d. 

SuNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  10}  ;  Is.  8d. 

'I'APi.ow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 

Tkm  rsi.diii,  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47.J  ;  4s.  Hd. 

Tiivi'i'iiAM  (K(nnet),  B,  Berks,  49} ;  ,5s.  2d. 

Them.on  Hois  (Roiling),  A,  Essex,  10;  Is.  3Jd. 

TiiiiHE  Bridges  (Mole),  V,  Sussex,  29;  3s. 

TiLEHiiRST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 

Trinu  (Iteservolrs),  11,  Herts,  31,1;  ;is.  4d. 

TUNBRIDUE  (Medwav),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 

TwvFoRD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 

UXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 

Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d 

Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 

AValtham  Ci:"SS  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13;  Is.  Id. 

Ware  (Lea),  A,  llei  ts,  22}  ;  Is.  lld. 

AVaterbeach  ((  ';ini),  X,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 

AVateringbup.v  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  4s. 

WendovEr,  I,  Bucks,  33};  3s.  3d. 

West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  .5d 

AVest  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  .Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 

AVest  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  91d. 

AVeybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s 

AVhittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 

AVICKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  20  ;  2s.  2d. 

AViDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 

AViNDSoit  (Thaiues),  li,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 

AVoKlNG(Bas'ngstke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}  ;  2s.Gd. 

Woodham  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d.  ' 

AVraysbory  (Thnis.A  Colne),  B, Bucks,  21j  ;2s..'iiL 

AVroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122it  ;  10s 

YaldinG  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 

Yarmouth  (Bure,  *c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  10s. 


had  been  gone  through,  the  members  gave  themselves 
up  to  an  impromiDtu  concert.  Don't  forget  to  attend 
in  good  time  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  as  I  should 
like  to  see  a  good  attendance  at  the  Peckham  Brothers' 
visit.— A.  P. 

Walham  Crreen  and  Chelsea  Anglinir  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Will  all  members 
kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  to  get  a  full  report 
of  a  committee  meeting  held  at  the  Fulham  Liberal 
Club,  on  Thursday,  the  10th  inst. ,  'with  regard  to  our 
lite  member  Mr.  E.  Southall  ?  Any  small  donations 
will  be  thankfully  received  at  the  above  address  for 
the  support  of  his  wife  and  family.  The  delegates 
gave  report  from  the  Central  Association.  Mr.  F. 
Templeman  was  elected  a  working  member.  An  open 
roving  outing  was  decided  for  Jan.  20,  all  to  go  by  first 
train  for  Shepperton. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

War-wick    Angling    Society,    Lord  Brooke, 
Shornhall-street,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  3  we  had 
a  very  pleasant  evening.     Mr.  Kent,  one  of  our 
members,_  kindly  offered  to  the  club  the  use  of  two 
yachts  lying  at  Bumham-on-Crouch,  out  of  which  a  { 
very  amu.sing  discussion  arose,  the  members  quite 
enjoying  the  interesting  subject.    A  vote  of  thanks 
was  pasl^d  to  Mr.  Kent  for  his  kind  offer.    On  Jan.  6  j 
our  members  turned  out  in  good  numbers,  but  owing  \ 
to  the  severity  of  the  weather  met  with  poor  sport.  ! 
On   Jan.  20  wc  have  a  prize  outing  to  Ware. — 
W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E,— Very  poor  sport  on  [ 


Jan.  6,  at  Datchet.  The  lapsed  prize  outing  takes 
place  on  Jan.  13  ;  go  where  you  plea.se. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  G,  but  only  two  weighed  in — Mr.  F. 
Homer,  jack,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Hartt,  roach  and  dace. 
I    hope  to  have  a  better  report  next  time.  —  E. 

LOWTHEB. 

West  Iiondon  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — We  have  a  club  match  for  Jan.  17, 
and  another  on  Jan.  20  —  bank  or  punt,  any  public 
water — for  six  prizes,  on  usual  club  conditions. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — Sport  amongst  our  members 
since  the  holidays  has  been  very  quiet  indeed.  I  hax'e 
no  takes  of  fish  worth  reporting.  It  is  with  deep 
regret  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest 
members,  J.  Woodard  (the  Lea  veteran  roach  fisher- 
man), which  occurred  on  Thursday,  Jan.  8.  We  had 
been  roach  fishing  at  Broxbourne  the  same  day,  and 
in  the  afternoon  he  complained  to  me  of  being  unwell, 
and  after  his  arrival  home  his  death  took  place  at 
V  p.m.  Our  return  visit  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  30,  when  a  host  of  local 
celebrities  have  promised  to  attend. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — At  Tuesday's 
meeting  it  was  decided  to  postpone  our  outing  until 
Jan.  20.  All  prizes  for  said  outing  should  be  at  the 
club  house  by  Tuesday  next.— P.  Taylob, 


ESK  AND  LIDDLE  FISHERIES 
ASSOCIATION". 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  offices  of  Mr.  M'George,  solicitor, 
Langholm,  secretary  of  the  association,  Mr.  Cartbew- 
Yorstoun,  of  East  Tinwald,  representing  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  J.  Bowman,  repre- 
senting Sir  Richard  Graham,  Bart.,  of  Netherby, 
Colonel  Malcolm,  of  Burnfoot,  and  Mr.  George 
Mounsey,  of  Kingfleld,  were  also  present.  The 
secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  M'George)  produced  his 
annual  statement,  which  was  approved  of.  An 
important  change  in  the  association  was  made,  in  so 
far  as  by  mutual  consent  it  was  arranged  that  Sir 
Richard  Graham  and  Lord  Lonsdale  should  withdraw 
from  the  association,  in  consequence  of  which  their 
waters  on  the  English  side  of  the  rivers  will  not  now 
be  available  for  the  use  of  association  ticket-holders ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  association  will  be 
relieved  of  the  annual  rent  of  £350  which  has  hitherto 
been  piaid  to  these  proprietors  by  the  association. 
Owing  to  a  consiilerable  debit  balance  standing  against 
them,  the  association  could  not  see  their  way  to  make 
any  general  reduction  in  the  prices  of  tickets  to 
anglers,  but  it  was  resolved  to  make  a  distinction 
between  non-residents  and  local  anglers,  the  general 
result  being  that  the  former  will,  in  future,  be  charged 
something  like  25  per  cent,  more  than  local  anglers, 
for  whosa  benefit  the  association  was  originally 
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instituted.  It  was  resolved  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  regarding  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
rivers  and  their  triljutaries,  etc.,  should  remain  the 
same  as  last  j-ear.  It  was  resolved  that  separate 
tickets  be  issued,  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  in  the 
waters  above  Langholm,  in  the  river  Esk,  and  also  for 
residents  in  Liddesdalo.  A  new  ticket  will  also  be 
issued  for  the  parish  of  Ewes,  putting  it  in  the  same 
position  as  the  parish  of  Westerkirk. — W.  D.  Cureie. 


IRISH  FISHERY  CONFERENCE. 


Last  mouth  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  representing 
the  Irish  Fishery  Conference  was  held  in  Dublin  to 
consider  various  matters.  The  following  delegates 
attended ;  The  Earl  of  Mayo,  Dublin  district,  chair- 
man ;  Lord  Massey,  Limerick ;  Colonel  Cooper, 
HM.S.  Sligo;  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore,  E.L.,  Londonderry ; 
Mr.  R.  E.  Longfield,  D.L.,  Lismore ;  Lieiit. -Colonel 
Coddington,  Drogheda ;  Mr.  William  Cookman, 
Wexford  ;  Mr.  Henry  O.  H.  O'Neill,  Coleraine ;  Mr. 
E.  M.  Jordan,  Wexford ;  and  Mr.  William  Dodd, 
secretary  to  conference.  Letters  of  apology  for 
not  being  able  to  attend  were  received  from 
the  Earl  of  Bandon,  Bandon  district ;  Colonel 
Sir  General  Dease,  Dublin  district ;  Sir  James  Mus- 
grave,  Bart.,  Ballj^shannon  district ;  Moreton  Frewen, 
Bandon  district;  R.  W.  C.  Reeves,  D.L.,  Limerick 
district  ;  William  Rochfort,  Waterford  district  ; 
Richard  Power,  Killarney  district ;  Alderman  Dale, 
Cork  district.  The  following  resolution  was  proposed, 
and  passed  unanimously  :  "  (1)  That  the  conference 
of  delegates  fi'om  the  different  Boards  of  Conservators 
in  Ireland  be  constituted  a  permanent  body  to  watch 
over  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  inland  fisheries  of 
Ireland.  (2)  That  the  meetings  of  the  conference  be 
held  in  Dublin.  (3)  That  the  first  meeting  is  to  be  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  report  of  the  Viceregal  Com- 
mission on  the  Inland  Fisheries  of  Ireland  is  pub- 
lished. (4)  That  the  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the 
conference  be  dB2  per  annum  from  each  Board  of  Con- 
servators. (5)  That  each  Board  contributing  to  the 
funds  of  the  conference  be  entitled  to  appoint  two 
delegates  to  attend  the  meetings." — J.  W.  B. 


FISH  OF  THE  LAKE  OF  GENNESARET. 


PEitH.\rs  the  most  marked  instance  of  the  proper 
adaptation  of  fishes  to  the  waters  where  they  abound 
is  to  be  found  in  the  LalvC  of  Gennesaret,  and  this  is 
regarded  by  many  as  showing  an  intention  to  bestow 
an  especial  blessing  upon  the  Jewish  nation. 

This  lake,  which  is  about  -16  miles  long  by  G  or 
8  in  width,  is  said  to  contain  the  most  delicious  fresh- 
water lake  fish  in  the  world,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this 
variety  has  never  been  found  in  any  other  waters 
except  three  or  four  lakes  in  the  mountains  of  Africa. 
The  Romans  as  well  as  the  Jews  were  extravagantly 
fond  of  fish,  and  in  the  time  of  the  Apostles  the  taking 
of  fish  in  the  night  with  a  cast  net  was  an  honourable 
and  lucrative  employment.  The  fish  were  bought  by 
the  middlemen  in  the  early  dawn,  and  furnished  to  the 
markets  of  the  wealthy  city  of  Capernaum  in  time  to 
supply  the  tables  of  its  luxurious  citizens  at  their 
morning  meal. 

There  were  no  persons  in  the  land  of  Palestine  in 
those  days  who  thought  that  they  were  wiser  than 
the  Creator  of  the  universe,  and  knew  better  than  He 
what  fish  should  have  been  placed  in  these  waters, 
and  there  were  no  "  fish  commissioners  "  in  the  land. 

If  there  had  been,  the  waters  of  this  lake  would 
probably  have  been  stocked  with  big-mouthed  black 
bass  and  carp — that's  all. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  pileasant  favour  of 
yesterday,  in  wliich  you  rather  intimate,  however, 
that  I  am  romancing  a  little  bit  in  regard  to  the  Lake 
of  Gennesaret,  or  at  least  assuming  a  knowledge 
which  may  not  be  well  formded.  You  have  known 
me  long  enough  to  know  that  I  am  very  modest,  and 
would  not  for  the  world  make  an  assertion  which  I 
did  not  believe,  or  in  fact  know,  to  be  true,  and  I 
think  that  in  this  case  I  must  come  to  the  rescue  of 
my  own  reputation. 

The  reference  to  the  Lake  of  Gennesaret  is  strictly 
true.  The  fish  in  that  lake,  of  which  but  few  now 
remain,  belong  to  the  perch  family,  and  spawned 
about  the  month  of  April,  and  I  tliink  that  anyone 
who  has  visited  the  lake  will  tell  you  that  the  north 
shore,  between  the  late  city  of  Capernaum  and  the 
mouth  of  the  inlet  to  the  lake,  was  the  principal 
spawning  ground  of  the  lake.  While  the  location  of 
the  city  of  Capernaum  cannot  be  exactly  fixed  to-day, 
it  is  conceded  by  all  to  have  been  at  or  very  near  tlie 
north-west  corner  of  the  lake,  and  probably  very  near 
to  the  hot  springs  which  exist  there  to-day. 

The  last  reference  in  the  Bible  to  fishing  by  the 
Apostles  fixes  the  time  shortly  after  the  Passover  week 
when  Jesus  was  crucified,  which  would  be  in  April,  and 
it  appears  that  some  of  the  Apostles  were  fishing  in  the 
night  time,  and  that  in  the  early  dawn,  when  it  was 


impossible  to  distinguish  one  person  from  another,  the 
Saviour  appeared  on  the  shore  within  hailing  distance 
of  the  boats  and  asked  the  usual  question,  "  Children, 
have  ye  any  meat  ?  "  and  they  evidently  supposed  Him 
to  be  one  of  the  middlemen  coming  out  from  Capernaum 
to  buy  up  the  catch  of  the  night  before.  The  nets  used 
were  the  same  as  those  used  in  the  South  to-day  for 
catching  mullet — that  is,  cast  nets,  which  were  spread 
upon  the  water,  with  a  diameter  of  about  15  feet,  the 
sides  of  which  were  sunk  to  the  bottom,  and  when 
drawn  together  the  fish  would  be  enclosed. 

The  reference  to  Zebedce  (Mark  i.  19,  20)  fishing 
with  his  two  sons  gives  a  pretty  clear  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  fish  were  taken  in  those  days ;  Zebe- 
dee  sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  boat,  one  of  his  sons  at 
each  end,  and  while  one  was  casting  the  net  the  other 
would  be  preparing  for  his  cast,  so  that  they  would 
cast  and  draw  in  alternately.  As  the  fish  were  then 
on  the  spawn  beds  and  could  not  have  been  in  schools, 
this  mode  of  fishing  ultimately  resulted  in  an  almost 
absolute  destruction  of  these  "fish,  and  they  were  evi- 
dently, before  the  destruction  of  Capernaum,  reduced, 
by  being  taken  from  the  spawn  beds,  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  lake  has  never  rallied,  the  natural  enemies  of 
the  fish  having  proved  sufficient  to  prevent  their 
increase ;  and  although  I  have  seen  some  statements 
as  to  the  taking  of  these  fish  within  the  last  few  years, 
I  have  not  seen  any  account  of  their  being  caught 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  authentic. 

Ten  years  ago  the  Rev.  William  B.  Hill,  now  pastor 
of  the  Second  Reformed  Church  in  this  city,  visited 
this  lake,  and  at  my  suggestion  made  every  effort  in 
his  power  to  catch  one  of  these  fish  ;  and  he  told  me 
afterwards  that  he  had  spent  a  large  part  of  two  days 
in  his  effort  to  do  so,  without  success,  quaintly  remark- 
ing that  he  had  always  regarded  the  taking  of  a  fish 
by  the  Apostle  Peter  with  a  piece  of  money  in  its 
mouth  as  a  miracle  because  of  the  coin,  but  that  he 
was  now  ready  to  believe  that  the  miracle  existed  in 
his  catching  the  fish. 

You  will  see  from  this  that  I  have  not  been  speak- 
ing from  random,  and  I  know  that  my  views  corre- 
spond with  the  views  of  those  who  like  myself  have 
been  interested  in  the  fish  and  fishing  in  this  lake. 

I  think  lhat  I  am  correct  also  in  stating  that  this 
variety  of  fish  cannot  be  found  anywhere  else  to-day  in 
the  world,  except  in  three  or  four  lakes  in  the  highest 
mountain  regions  of  Africa. 

Y^ou  will  pardon  this  long  letter,  hut  I  think  that 
your  letter  rather  puts  me  in  the  position  where  I 
must  give  an  account  "  of  tlic  faith  that  is  in  me." 

I  am  satisfied  tliat  Mr.  Cheney,  whom  we  all  respect 
and  admire,  agrees  with  mc  as  to  the  evil  results  from 
indiscriminate  stocking  of  streams  and  waters  with 
fi.sh  which  did  not  already  abound  in  them,  and  if  he 
had  had  charge  of  stocking  our  waters  instead  of  Seth 
Green  the  results  to-day  would  be  very  different. 

J.  S.  Van  Cleef,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


^offings      ff)e  i$Sap. 


"  Better  late  than  never  !  "  The  Christmas  number 
of  the  Angler's  Record  (Edited  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Redding) 
was  duly  received  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  in  time  for 
notice  last  week,  but  somehow  or  other  it  went  astray. 
However,  another  copy  was  procured,  and  is  found  to 
contain  several  very  interesting  articles  ;  "In  the 
Depths,"  by  William  Peat,  runs  into  five  chapters,  and 
is  readable  from  the  first  line  to  the  last.  Then 
"  Connor  Malone's  Fly  Book,"  by  J.  E.  M.,  which  is 
without  a  doubt  a  "  G.  E.  M."  Amongst  other  articles 
in  this  "budget"  are  "A  Story  of  Weldrake,"  by 
Billine's  Son;  "  How  to  Save  A  Blank  Day,"  by  A. 
Beehive;  "Trout  in  Reservoirs,"  by  Greenheart ;  "A 
Christmas  Trout,"  by  Pelagus,  etc.  It  is  profusely 
illustrated,  and  gives  a  well-printed  supplement  on 
tinted  pa^Jer,  entitled  "  Watching  the  Gold  Fish." 
Without  a  doubt  it  is  the  best  two-penny  worth  ever 
issued  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Angler's  liccord. 


Mr.  F.  G.  Aplalo,  that  well-known  authority,  writing 
in  one  of  the  morning  papers,  says:  "I  was  lately 
told  a  most  extraordinary  story  of  the  Berlin  Zoo, 
which,  if  true — and  I  have  certainly  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  good  faith  of  my  informant — should  engage  the 
attention  of  Prof.  Lloyd  iJiIorgan  and  others  of  our 
students  of  animal  psychology-.  The  tale  is  to  the 
effect  that  there  is  in  that  menagerie  a  small  monkey, 
species  unstated,  which  is  regarded  by  the  rest  as  the 
'  Doctor,'  a  name  by  which  it  goes  among  the  keepers 
and  habitues  of  the  gardens.  Whenever  one  of  the 
other  monkeys  has  any  complaint  the  '  Doctor '  is 
fetched  to  cure  it ;  and  my  informant  states  positively 
that  on  one  occasion  the  "  Doctor  '  was  seen  to  extract 
a  loose  tooth,  after  which  the  patient,  much  relieved, 
fell  on  his  neck  and  wept.  This  is  given  me  as  a  fact, 
and  not  a  yarn.  As  such,  and  having  every  confidence 
in  the  source  of  my  information,  I  publish  the  anec- 
dote as  certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  that 
has  come  my  way  these  many  years."    I  quite  agree 


with  Mr.  Afialo.  Had  it  been  "Drag"  who  had 
related  the  "fact,"  readers  would  have -"got  their 
monkies  up,"  and  perhaps  he  would  have  been  ridiculed 
by  the  "  Doctor." 


-■VNwrAi,  tales,  unless  adorned  with  fishes'  tails,  should 
find  no  place  in  "  Jottings  by  the  Way."  So  writes 
"F.  S.  P."  Very  well.  If  I  can  find  the  book  in  niy 
library  I  will  try  and  give  him  some  of  "  Crabbe's 
Tales."  I  trust  he  will  not  brand  them  as  "  doggerel." 
Anyway,  here's  one  to  follow  the  monkey.  "  The 
educated  dogs  of  the  world  must  assuredly  bend  the 
knee  (the  Liverpool  Post  thinks)  in  the  presence  of  Nig, 
a  l)Iack  and  white  mongrel  •  setter,  belonging  to  a 
switchman  at  Ford's  Creel?,  a  small  railway  station  in 
Colorado.  It  has  earned  a  reward  of  '  21b.  of  the  best 
beefsteak  daily'  from  the  superintendent  of  the 
Colorado  and  Southern  Railroad  for  an  act  of  gallantry 
and  intelligence  which  is  almost  imique  in  the  annals 
of  dogdom.  Finding  that  the  switch  would  not  work, 
the  dog,  which  had  often  been  instructed  in  the  use  of 
the  red  flag,  seized  it  in  its  mouth,  and  ran  along  the 
line  when  the  train  was  coming.  By  this  act  it  is  said 
to  have  saved  the  train  from  destruction." 


"The  gull  is  the  fisherman's  friend  ;  he  is  the  best 
of  the  huers,"  is  an  aphorism  of  the  Cornish  fisherfolk. 
Now  a  "  huer "  is  a  person  .stationed  on  some  com- 
manding eminence  overlooking  the  fishing  ground  to 
raise  the  hue  and  cry  on  the  approach  of  shoals  of 
pilchards.  He  is  selected,  says  the  Spectator,  because 
of  his  keenness  of  sight,  decision  of  character,  shrewd 
judgment,  and  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  fishes.  A 
gull,  therefore,  is  placed  by  the  fisherman,  both  for 
wisdom  and  utility,  on  a  level  with  the  most  trusty 
member  of  his  own  craft.  Not  only  gulls,  but  also 
gannets,  shags  (or  cormorants),  and  other  sea  birds 
follow  shoals  of  herrings  and  pilchards,  and  so  give 
warning  of  their  presence.  No  sx^ectacle  is  more 
pleasant  to  the  eyes  of  a  Cornish  fisherman  than  that 
of  a  dark  patch  of  water  over  which  the  gulls  are 
liovering,  and  into  which  the  great  gannets  arc  diving 
from  the  height  of  a  hundred  feet  with  the  velocity  of 
a  thunderbolt.  He  knows  that  that  "  colour  "  betokens 
millions  of  pilchards,  the  capture  of  which  will  ensure 
bread-and-butter  for  all  the  succeeding  winter.  When 
a  large  shoal  has  been  enclosed,  it  is  the  custom  to 
anchor  the  seine  and  to  take  out  of  it  every  day  as 
many  xjilchards  as  can  be  conveniently  salted.  The 
birds,  like  the  human  beiygs,  take  out  of  the  net  daily 
as  many  pilchards  as  they  require,  and  when  it  has 
been  emptied  by  the  repeated  drain  are  ,the  first  to 
become  aware  of  the  fact  and  depart.  "  No  wings,  no 
fins ;  no  feathers  above,  no  scales  beneath,"  is  the 
maxim  of  the  fisherman. 


It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  gull  is  as  much 
indebted  to  the  fisherman  as  the  fisherman  is  to  the 
gull.  Wherever  fish  are  cut  up  for  bait  there  is  always 
a  supply  of  heads,  tails,  bones,  and  entrails,  and  these 
the  gulls  immediately  pounce  upon  and  fight  over ; 
and,  with  an  eye  to  these  relics,  they  passionately 
follow  fishing-boats  for  miles.  A  fisherman  who  leaves 
his  boat  with  fish  on  board  unprotected  and  uncovered 
is  neither  surprised  nor  angry  to  find  that  the  gulls 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  intended  for 
them.  Occasionally  the  practice  of  taking  what  the)' 
want  without  asking  leads  to  unx)leasant  results.  The 
other  day  the  Land's  End  fishermen  moored  a  big 
boat  off  the  Cove  which  had  been  used  to  carry 
XJilchards  from  the  seine  to^the  shore.  Pilchards  were 
abundant,  and  therefore  many  were  left  behind  in  the 
corners  of  the  boat.  These  the  gulls  scrambled  for 
and  wrangled  over,  and,  when  their  meal  was  ended, 
peacefully  departed.  At  least,  so  thought  the  fisher- 
men ;  but  what  was  their  astonishment  on  reaching 
the  scene  of  the  banquet  to  find  half  a  score  of  the 
guests  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  flapping  their  wings 
in  helpless  distress.  Thej"  had  eaten  so  much  that 
they  could  not  fly  ! 


While  on  the  subject  of  "gulls,"  it  would  well 
repay  visitors  who  should  chance  to  bo  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blackfriars  Bridge  and  the  Embankment  to  witness 
the  immense  flocks  of  gulls  being  fed  by  boys  and 
girls  and  men  and  women  daily.  Hundreds  of  boys 
coming  from  the  "  sunn}-  south"  of  London  to  their 
work  in  the  City  are  provided  by  their  mothers  (good 
souls  1)  with  bulky  packages  containing  slices  of  bread 
— known  as  "  door-steps."  On  one  occasion  recently, 
such  was  the  infatuation  of  one  of  the  hoys  that  he 
had  completely  exhausted  his  day's  provender  before 
he  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  he  would  have  to  go  with- 
out his  dinner.  As  I  was  an  eyewitness  of  the  boy's 
mistaken  charity,  I  gave  him  enough  coppers  to  pro- 
cure him  some  more  "  steps  "  and  a  mug  of  "  mahogau)' 
juice  "  (better  known  as  "  kawfy  "). 


It  would  not  be  the  first  time  that  I  have  indulged 
in  feeding  gulls.  Sometimes  when  sea-fishing,  during 
a  lull  in  the  proceedings,  I  have  amused  myself  by 
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cutting  up  sprats,  herrings,  and  other  fish  into  small 
pieces  and  thrown  them  to  the  gulls  which  hovered 
around  my  boat.  By  the  way,  an  old  gentleman  may 
be  seen  on  the  bridge  every  morning  (I  don't  know 
whether  he  stays  all  daj-)  with  a  large  carpet  bag.  He 
takes  up  his  position  on  one  of  the  stone  seats  literally 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  people,  and  cuts  up  fish 
(second-hand  fish)  which  he  pm-chases  for  a  small  sum 
from  the  fish  markets.  Only  a  few  days  ago  I  was 
watching  this  benevolent  old  gentleman  at  his  work 
(or  pastime),  when  a  gull— a  very  cheeky  one— took  a 
whole  fish  from  the  parapet  and  flew  away  with  it. 
Now,  never  mind  the  monkey's  or  the  dog's  tale :  the 
above  is  a  genuine  "fish  "  storv,  and  vou  are  not  being 
"gulled." 


I  DO  not  wish  to  impose  upon  the  gullibility  of 
readers,  but  here  is  an  anecdote  which  may  act  as  an 
antidote  to  the  gull  story— modern,  up  to  date,  not 
antediluvian.  In  an  dnterview  with  Lord  Avebury, 
in  the  Temple  Magazine  for  Januarv,  some  interesting 
facts  are  given  by  Mr.  W.  Sidebotham  in  connection 
with  the  subject  which  his  lordship  has  made  a  life- 
long study— the  habits  and  intelligence  of  ants  :  "  The 
Anthropoid  apes,"  says  Lord  Aveburv,  "no  doubt 
approach  nearer  to  man  in  bodilv  structure  than  do 
any  other  animals ;  but  when  we  consider  the  habits 
of  ants,  their  social  organisation,  their  large  commu- 
nities, elaborate  habitations,  their  roadwavs,  their 
possession  of  domestic  animals,  and  even,  'in  some 
cases,  of  slaves,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  a 
very  fair  claim  to  rank  next  to  man  in  the  scale  of  intel- 
ligence. It  is  very  curious  in  my  nests  to  see  them 
divided  into  groups  according  to  size,  so  that  they 
remind  one  of  a  school  divided  into  five  or  six  classes. 
The  food  of  ants  consists  of  insects,  great  numbers  of 
which  they  destroy,  of  honey,  honeydew,  and  fruit; 
indeed,  scarcely  any  animal  or  sweet  substance  comes 
amiss  to  them.  Some  species— such,  for  instance,  as 
the  small  brown  garden  ant— ascend  bushes  in  search 
of  ai)hides.  The  behaviour  of  ants  to  one  another 
differs  very  much  according  as  they  are  alone,  or  sup- 
ported by  numerous  companions.  An  ant  which  would 
i-uii  away  in  the  first  case  would  fight  bravely  in  the 
second." 


Anotuek  annual  dinner  I  This  time  not  an 
"angling"  dinner,  but  the  annual  reunion  of  the 
employes  of  St.  Dmistan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  Close 
on  fifty  partook  of  a  well-served  repast  at  Stone's 
Hotel,  Ludgate  Hill,  on  Jan.  7.  The  chair  was  ably 
occupied  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  supported  by  Mr.  R. 
Bickersteth,  Mr.  G.  Abnev,  Mr.  T.  Brown  (of  Shang- 
hai), Mr.  H.  Francis  Tod,  Mr.  W.  Watts,  Mr.  H.  Malins, 
Mr.  G.  H.  .Howard,  etc.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared 
the  chairman,  in  felicitous  terms,  proposed  the  toast 
of  "  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Royal  Family."  After  two  or  three  songs 
Mr.  H.  F.  Tod  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Firm,"  which, 
he  said,  was  founded  in  the  eighteenth  century,  had 
"  braved  the  battle  and  the  breeze"  during  the  whole 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  had  now  entered  on 
the  twentieth  century.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
Mr.  Tod  expressed  the  hope  that  the  firm  would  survive 
another  three  centuries,  and  that  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Company's  publishing  house  would  be  maintained  in 
the  hands  of  the  younger  members  (who,  by  the 
way,  are  qualifying  for  positions).  The  toast  was 
enthusiastically  drunk  with  musical  honours. 


A  FEW  more  songs  and  recitations,  and  the  toast  of 
"The  Chairman"  was  given.  In  replying,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  congratulated  the  staff  upon  the  energy 
displayed  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  said 
that  anything  the  directors  could  do  to  enhance  their 
welfare  and  enjoyment  they  would  willingly  do.  The 
chairman  said  they  had  a  cricket  club,  a  football  club, 
a  glee  club,  and  he  would  like  to  see  them  have  a 
swimming  club  and  a  rifle  club.  The  next  club,  he 
supposed,  would  be  a  fishing  club,  and  he  expressed  the 
hope  that  if  "  Dragnet  "  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
he  would  not  take  them  away  at  every  favourable 
opportunity  when  the  fish  were  on  the  feed.  The 
toast  was  enthusiastically  drunk,  with  musical  honours. 


A  MESSAGE  from  the  chairman  of  the  company 
(Mr.  Edward  Marston,  known  to  all  anglers  as  "  The 
Amateur  Angler"),  expressing  his  regret  at  not  being 
present  owing  to  a  slight  indisposition,  was  received. 
Several  members  of  the  staff  were  prevented, 
on  account  of  business,  from  attending  the  dinner.  A 
splendid  programme  of  music  was  arranged  by  Mr. 
Harry  Cribb,  and  amongst  those  who  did  yeoman 
service  were  Messrs.  J.  Probert,  Harry  Hall,  T.  Brown, 
E.  Cross,  E.  Barnard,  etc.  The  pianist,  whose 
name  I  cannot  remember,  was  in  fine  form,  and  "  God 
Save  the  Queen  "  brought  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
evenings  in  the  annals  of  St.  Dunstan's  House  to  a 
close. 


January  12,  1001 


The  name  of  "  Joe  Woodard"  is  a  household  word 
amongst  anglers  m  every  county  in  England.  As  a 
wielder  of  the  roach  pole  (Lea  style)  he  had  few  if 
any,  equals.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  fished 
that  well-known  angler,  Bailey,  of  Nottingham,  for 
the  championship.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I 
hear  of  his  sudden  death  on  Jan.  4.  Mr.  Beaumont 
hon.  secretary  of  the  White  Hart  Angling  Society 
saw  him  on  the  same  day  as  his  death.  "  Poor  Old 
Joe"  had  been  fishing  at  Broxbourno,  and  in  the 
afternoon  complained  of  being  unwell,  and  on  arriving 
home  expired  about  seven  o'clock 


Although  all  mankind  holds  the  shark  in  fear  and 
trembling,  and  looks  upon  it  as  worse  than  a  rinder- 
pest, its  carcass  is,  nevertheless,  highly  valued  for 
commercial  purposes.  Thousands  of  sharks  are  annually 
cut  up,  and  the  skins  dried  and  sold  at  prices  varying 
from  12s.  to  24s.  each,  according  to  size.  The  drying 
process  makes  the  skins  as  hard  as  adamant  and  as 
smooth  as  mother-o'-pearl.  The  material  is  known  as 
"  shagreen,"  and  is  used  mostly  for  making  whip 
handles  and  for  covering  instrument  cases.  It  is  also 
used  by  cabinet-makers  for  polishing  fine  woods.  The 
fins  are  made  into  a  glue  that  is  used  verv  extensively 
by  silk  manufacturers.  A  piece  of  "  shagreen  "  from 
Dr.  Ladell's  Z^cwt.  shark  was  handed  round  to  the 
members  of  the  Gresham  recently,  and  certainly  was 
m  every  way  adapted  for  polishing  purposes. 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


The^late  R.  C.  Preston  Gaednee. 

^The  unexpected  death,  after  a  brief  illness,  of  Richard 
Cardwell  Preston  Gardner  has  removed  from  our 
midst  an  enthusiastic  angler,  a  thorough  sportsman, 
and  an  English  gentleman.  As  a  genial  fellow-member 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  the  Piscatorial  Society  he 
will  be  missed  by  many,  while  his  death  means  the 
loss  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  of  one  of  its 
most  energetic  members  of  committee.  As  judge  at 
the  Pier  and  Boat  competitions  he  had  officiated  during 
the  last  three  years.  Indeed,  as  recently  as  Nov.  17 
he  was  on  duty,  and  was  out  trout  fishing  the  same 
day.  As  a  sea  angler  he  had  angled  for  most  sea  fish 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  occasionally  in 
Norway,  when  over  for  his  annual  salmon-fishing 
season.  He  took  a  general  interest  in.  all  fish  and 
fishing,  and  matters  of  public  benefit  as  regards  our 
fisheries  always  had  his  ready  support.  His  loss  will 
leave  a  gap  in  our  ranks  not  easily  filled  up.  The 
above  portrait  is  from  a  photo  by  Mr.  H.  Walter 
Barnett,  1,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  who  has 
kindly  given  permission  to  reproduce  it.' 


W.  Stewaet  Irvine,  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Suera, 
Mogador,  Morocco,  sends  us  a  circular  in  which  he 
claims  that  his  is  "the  only  first-class  English  hotel 
in  the  town.  Large  and  airy  rooms.  Tours  to 
Morocco  city  arranged,  as  well  as  shooting  parties  in 


the  neighbourhood.  Soa  fishing  good  I  "  I  must  draw 
the  attention  of  the  B.S.A.S.  to  this. 


Me.  J.  Wright,  of  Burnham-on-Crouch,  writes  to 
the  effect  that  "fishing  is  off  "  !  But  ho  says  he  is 
"  just  off  with  the  gmi  to  try  and  get  a  wild  fowl  or 
two.  It  is  snowing  very  heavily  this  present  moment, 
so  that  I  ought  to  get  near  some  of  them.  Since 
Sunday  this  has  been  the  first  show  of  winter  this 
season."  That's  right,  Wright:  I  think  wild  duck 
is  quite  as  tasty  as  tame  chub. 


At  Paddingtou  on  Sunday  night  a  party  of  dis- 
consolate anglers  were  returning  from  one  of  the 
reaches  in  the  Upper  Thames,  where  they  had  been 
braving  the  biting  north-east  wind  trying  to  catch 
roach.  They  were  of  the  class  known  to  the  initiated 
as  "  bankers,"  and  were  bewailing  their  bad  luck. 
One  who  had  stuck  to  it  all  day,  without  any  very 
great  reward  for  his  pluck,  perseverance,  and  patience, 
must  have  fished  in  a  terribly  exposed  position,  for, 
after  recounting  to  a  throng  of  sympathisers  all  the 
thousand  and  one  ills  he  had  to  contend  with  he  ended 
up  by  saying  that  the  worst  of  it  all  was  the  lid  ttom 
to  his  box  so  that  he  could  not  open  it  to  put  his 
tackle  away.  If  this  weather  continues,  the  next 
thing  we  shall  hear  of  will  be  that  the  angler  will 
freeze  to  his  box,  and  will  only  be  thawed  after 
repeated  inward  applications  of  jorums  of  hot  Scotch. 
A  good  many  "  bankers  "  would  not  object  even  to 
that  treatment ! 


"I  LOST  my  way  and  took  the  wrong  street,"  was 
Frederick  Davis's  answer  when  charged  on  Wednesday 
at  Southwark  with  attempting  suicide  in  the  Thames. 
A  coal  porter  named  William  Simmonds  pulled  him 
out  of  the  water,  but  received  no  thanks  from  Davis, 
who  was  intoxicated.  "  Have  you  lost  anything  by 
this?  "  the  magistrate  asked  Simmonds.  "I  was  un- 
able to  resume  work  last  night,  as  my  clothes  were  all 
wet,"  he  replied.  The  magistrate  awarded  him  10k., 
and  bound  Davis  over  to  keep  the  peace. 


"  The  good  old  days  that  are  gone  I  "  What  graud 
times  they  must  have  been  I  Entering  the  club-house 
the  other  evening,  Mr.  Cook  found  the  members 
"talking  fishing"  and  relating  their  various  catches. 
After  listening  awhile,  he  broke  in  with,  "My  dear 
boys,  in  my  day  we  had  catches — something  to  talk 
about !  Pounds  and  pounds  were  weighed  in  at  every 
competition ;  in  fact,  hundredweights  were  often 
recorded."  "  How  did  your  aggregates  for  the  year 
work  out?"  asked  one.  "In  tons,  my  boy,"  replied 
Mr.  Cook,  without  blinking.    Good  old  days  I 


"The  Mick"  has  insured  his  house  against  fire. 
Yesterday  the  clothes-horse,  full  of  various  articles  of 
linen,  was  standing  in  front  of  the  kitchen  fire,  when 
a  spark  set  light  to  the  lot.  Mickey  watched  the 
blaze  with  interest,  and  then  called  his  wife.  "  Why 
ever  didn't  you  take  the  kettle  off  the  fire  and  put  it 
out?"  she  exclaimed.  "Because,"  replied  "The 
Mick,"  with  one  of  his  angelic  smiles — "  because,  ye 
see,  the  water  was  boiling,  aud,  bedad,  that  would  only 
have  made  it  worse  !  " 


A  RATHER  curious  accident  happened  on  Jan.  6  to 
some  members  of  a  well-known  London  angling 
society.  While  cycling  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Epsom,  and  on  turning  a  sharp  corner  on  to  a  steep 
decline,  they  were  suddenly  faced  by  a  motor  car  and  a 
runaway  horse  and  trap.  The  road  was  very  narrow, 
and  stopxiing  was  out  of  the  question.  One  of  the 
party  just  managed  to  get  through  between  the  two 
vehicles,  while  the  other,  taking  pot  luck,  charged  into 
a  high  bank  on  the  roadside,  smashing  his  machine, 
but  at  the  same  time  "  somersaulting "  himself  into 
safety.  In  answer  to  my  letter  of  inquiry  their 
honorary  secretary  writes  :  "  Dear  Drag, — What  ho  1 
she  bumped." 

A  gentleman  passing  down  Ludgate  Hill  on 
Monday  last  noticed  one  of  the  numerous  vendors  of 
that  busy  thoroughfare  offering  for  sale  "A  Transvaal 
Map"  headed  "The  Latest  Puzzle— Find  De  Wet." 
A  penny  was  the  price,  and,  iiurchasiiig  one,  he  pro- 
ceeded on  his  way.  With  "his  eyes  glued  to  the  pa2)er 
he  wandered  along,  and  after  knocking  against  several 
people  he  eventually  got  as  far  as  the  Law  Courts, 
where  he  entered  a  tavern,  ordered  some  refreshment, 
took  a  seat  at  one  of  the  tables,  and  continued  his 
studies.  At  tlie  end  of  two  hours  he  left,  wearing  a 
very  worried  look.  Wending  his  way  back  to  Ludgate 
Hill,  he  found  the  vendor  of  the  puzzle,  and  thus 
addressed  him:  "Look  here,  my  good  fellow  I  I've 
been  working  on  this  puzzle  ever  since  I  bought  it, 
and  I  can't  find  De  Wet  anyhow."  "  That's  all  right, 
sir,"  replied  the  man  cheerily.  "  Didn't  suppose  you 
would,  did  yer  ?  .  He's  gone,  yer  see — he  ain't  there  at 
all.    Giood  puzzle,  isn't  it  ?  "  Dragnet. 
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provincial  Botes- 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  tlio 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  Thursday  evening  last.  The  husiness 
transacted  was  only  of  minor  importance.  A  special 
request  was  made  by  IMr.  Gumbley,  of  the  Scvej-n 
-  Street  Society,  for  a  special  train  to  run  on  ISuiidays  to 
Stratford-on-Avon,  calling  at  the  intermediate  stations, 
-ueh  as  Kingswood,  Hatton,  Broarley,  and  Wilm- 
r  jte,  where  fishing  may  be  obtained.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  if  this  train  was  put  on  dm-ing  the  summer 
months  it  would  pay,  as  the  only  train  running 
in  this  direction  does  not  arrive  at  Stratford-on-Avou 
■  until  about  twelve  o'clock,  so  that  there  is  little 
time  left  for  fishing.  A  special  train  would  be  a 
great  success  to  all  stations  in  the  Pcrshore  dis- 
trict. No  doubt  the  G.W.E.  Co.  will  look  to  this 
during  the  ensuing  summer  months.  A  member 
of  one  of  our  clubs  has  brought  himself  into 
disgrace  through  imposing  upon  the  railway  company 
by  travelling  with  an  old  railwa.y  ticket.  The  matter 
will  be  dealt  with  by  the  committeo  which  will  l)e 
elected  this  week.  Se^■el■al  of  our  old  club ;  Iiaw  lost 
a  number  of  members  through  the  war  and  liad  trade, 
but  no  doubt  they  v.ill  be  aide  ta  get  up  to  their 
usual  strength  in  a  few  weeks.  Tlie  Hearts  of  Oak 
Society  made  about  a  dozen  new  members  at 
:  their  last  night  of  meeting,  and  they  also  decided 
■  to  expend  a  sum  of  money  to  make  certain 
;  parts  of  their  water  lishable  at  Acton.  I  hear 
that  the  Harborue  Societj'  intend  restricting  tlieir 
private  waters  at  Bartley  Green,  and  that  they 
intend  doing  all  in  their  power  to  secure  fresh  water 
for  their  members. — The  Gun  Society  had  a  fine  New 
Year's  meeting,  and  enrolled  a  number  of  new  members. 
This  week  some  of  the  old-established  clubs  will  have 
to  look  up,  or  else  the  enterprising  club  will  be 
second  to  the  large  Rose  and  Crown  Society,  as  far 
.  as  numbers  are  (ioncerned.  We  have  about  six  new 
clubs  being  formed  in  the  citj',  but  the  new  rule 
^  relating  to  their  acceptance  into  the  association 
'  will  greatly  retard  their  progress;  but  perhaps  the 
newly  ax^pointed  committee  will  see  their  way  clear  to 
make  a  way  for  them  to  join  the  association.  Angling 
is  at  present  at  a  standstill.  All  our  pools  are  frozen 
over,  and  skating  is  being  carried  on  just  outside  the 
city.  The  canals  are  also  frozen  over,  and  we  have  about 
two  inchesjjof  snow.  Down  where  the  rivers  are  not 
frozen  over  the  snow  broth  is  to  be  seen,  and  as  long'as 
this  continues  no  fishing  will  be  carried  on.  The 
new  provincial  travelling  cards  are  printed,  and  have 
been  sent  to  the  various  railway  comx>anies  for 
stamping,  and  by  the  time  our  waters  are  fishable 
they  will  be  in  the  hands  of  our  members. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  Fen  waters  recovered  rapidly  from  the 
floods  last  week,  angling  had  scarcely  been  resumed 
when  the  sport  was  again  checked  by  the  wintry 
weather.  We  have  had  rather  a  severe  tast'e  of  both 
frost  and  snow  this  week,  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
many  euthu.-iasts  have  been  at  work.  The  Witham 
has  not  rccovci  od  its  f  >rni  of  a  fortnight  ago,  and  sport 
on  the  main  river  has  consequently  been  rather  tame. 
Its  tributaries,  however,  especially  the  Bain,  have 
afforded  some  very  successful  roach  fishing.  Tnis  is  an 
ideal  roach  stream,  and  one  that  is  not  often  affected  in 
time  of  flood.  The  Forty-foot  quickly  recovered  from 
the  rise,  and  local  anglers  were  busy  on  Saturday. 
Some  very  nice  samples  of  roach  were  taken  with 
maggots,  and  pike  fishermen  were  also  rewarded  with 
success— one  rod  getting  2i  brace  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  221b. — Little  news  is  forthcoming  from  the 
other  waters,  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  much  will 
be  done  so  long  as  the  wintry  weather  continues. — At 
the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening)  the  weather 
showed  a  slight  indication  to  change,  there  being 
evidences  of  a  thaw.  Some  of  the  minor  drains  are 
frozen  over,  but  at  present  the  frost  has  )iot  affected 
the  main  streams. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  frosty  in  this  district 
for  the  past  week,  so  that  piike  fishing  should  now  be 
good  on  most  streams,  for  they  have  all  more  or  less 
fined  down  again  into  a  more  normal  condition;  but 
roach  fishing  during  the  week  has  been  only  very 
moderate,  the  fish  having  taken  to  the  deeper  part, 
owing  to  the  frost.  A  few  nice  fishjvere  taken  at  the 
early  part  of  last  week,  the  best  going  about  Hlb.; 
but  with  the  present  state  of  the  weather— and  there  is 
every  indication  of  it  continuing — pike  fishing  will 
take  the  place  of  roach  fishing ;  in  fact,  a  few  good  fish 
have  already  been  secured  both  on  the  rivers  Hull  and 
Derwent,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  Derwent  grayling  fish- 
ing has  much  improved,  and  with  bait  fishing  some  fair- 
sized  fish  arc  I'eported  ;  and,  as  the  watci-s  are  in  much 
better  condition,  pike  should  furnish  fair  sport,  both 
at  Stamford  Bridge  andBuliwith.  On  the  Lincolnshire 
side  of  the  Huniber  the  waters  are  now  also  in  much 
better  trim,  and  in  the  Brigg  district  of  the  Ancholme 


pike  are  furnishing  fair  sport.  Codlings  are  now  reported 
in  the  river  Humber,  so,  no  doubt,  both  Paull  and 
Killingholme  will  soon  be  visited  by  some  of  our  local 
enthusiasts  in  this  class  of  angling. — The  first  council 
meeting  this  year  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  when  a  fair 
number  of  the  affiliated  societies  were  represented  by 
delegates.  The  new  president,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Calvert, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  several  important  items  for 
the  forthcoming  season  were  discussed.  A  number 
of  applications  to  fish  club  and  open  matches  from 
the  affiliated  clubs  were  considered  and  granted, 
and  dates  fixed,  amongst  which  the  Hull  Town 
Association  will  hold  their  first  club  match  of  the 
season  on  the  Burstwick  Drain,  at  Hedon,  on  Good 
Friday,  and  their  annual  open  match  on  the  Ancholme, 
at  the  Sluice,  on  July  13;  the  East  Hull  Band  A.S. 
an  open  match  on  July  0 ;  and  the  amalgamation's 
annual'  Jubilee  Hospital  Match  on  the  Ancholme,  at 
Ferriby  Sluice,  is  fixed  for  June  29.  The  bailiffs, 
Messrs.  11.  Drewery  and  G.  Graves,  were  also  re- 
appointed for  1901,  to  look  after  the  Holderness  drains, 
and  a  committee  of  seven  were  elected  to  act  for  the 
association  on  the  joint  administration  of  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  Fishery,  by  the  Hull  Amalgamation 
and  Preservation  Societies,  for  tlic  season  of  I'JOl 
(which  held  their  first  meeting  on  Jan.  7,  and  arranged 
matters  for  tlie  foi-thcoming  season).  A  pleasing  item 
in  the  proceedings  at  the  amalgamation's  council 
meeting  was  a  presentation  to  Mr.  11.  P.  Holmes 
(of  Messrs.  Holmes  A.S.)  of  an  enlarged  photo- 
graph of  the  association's  officers  for  1900,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  for  his  services  to  the  association  ; 
and  also  a  xucture  of  the  "Weighing  In,  at  a  London 
Club,"  nicely  framed,  given  to  the  said  gentleman  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  the  cx-president  of  the  association. 
The  council  then  adjourned  until  Jan.  16,  and  the 
annual  members'  meeting,  and  distriliution  of  prizes 
for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the  past  season,  will 
be  held  at  headquarters  on  Thursday,  Jan.  31,  chair 
at  8.0  p.m.  The  member.s'  privilege  tickets  are  now 
ready,  and  can  be  had  of  the  registrar,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Whitehead,  of  39,  Beaumont-street,  in  East  Hull. — 
The  New  Holland  Railway  Servants'  Angling  Society, 
who  rent  ponds  both  at  New  Holland  and  Goxhill  for 
the  members'  use,  held  their  annual  meetiug  the  other 
evening  al  the  Yarborough  Hotel,  and  elected  officers 
for  1901,  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  E.  W.  Syms ; 
Vice-Presidents,  INIessrs.  J.  C.  Booth  and  Arthur 
Durden  (of  Hull) ;  Treasurer,  Tilr.  A.  J.  Kirman ;  and 
Hon.  Secretarjr,  Mr.  A  Swindalls. — The  Universal 
Angling  Association,  of  Hull,  will  hold  their  annual 
dinner  on  Jan.  31,  and  an  important  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  next. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  is  naturally  the  leading  item  of  interest  in 
this  county.  There  are  two  reasons  for  this — first,  the 
rapid  progress  made,  and  in  the  second  place  for  the 
little  friction  of  the  past  few  months.  The  association, 
however,  to-day  is  in  a  sound  position  in  every  way, 
and  no  one  will  be  surprised  to  find  at  the  end  of  the 
year  that  they  have  made  even  still  more  progress. 
After  a  liberal  programme  in  stoolving,  etc.,  it  is  very 
gratifying  to  learn  that  a  balance  in  hand  of  £8  is 
recorded.  All  the  principal  officers  were  re-elected — 
■  in  fact,  no  one  else  was  mentioned,  and  only  a  few 
changes  made  on  the  committee,  these  being  necessary 
for  reasons  well  known  to  the  meeting.  From  the 
tone  of  the  meeting  it  was  evident  that  the  bulk 
of  the  members  were  satisfied  that  the  best  was  being 
done  to  promote  the  sport.  The  executive  have  always 
had  as  their  motto  "  Speotemur  Agendo,"  and  after 
the  meeting  the  "  Grand  Old  Secretary  "  was  heard  to 
say  "  We  will  add  to  our  motto,  Quis  Separabit." 
In  order  to  put  membership  within  the  reach  of  all, 
they  have  reduced  the  charges  to  7s.  per  year,  6d. 
entrance,  and  6d  for  a  travelling  caid  if  one  is 
required  ;  this  is  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  for  a  new 
member  requiring  all  benefits,  and  25  per  cent,  for  just 
the  fishing  benefits.  INIr.  Whittle  the  chairman 
promised  to  give  a  lot  of  young  trout  to  the  associa- 
tion amounting  to  the  teens  of  thousands  at  least. 
On  Saturday  last  the  vvriter  and  two  friends  had  a 
stroll  in  Cheshire,  and  during  the  afternoon  met  with 
one  or  two  items  of  interest.  A  few  weeks  ago  the 
keepers  on  some  noted  game  preserves  had  been  rat- 
ting, and  on  inspecting  the  victims  they  wore  found 
full  of  feeding  maggots.  The  pile  of  dead  rats  actually 
lifted  perceptibly  by  the  quantity  of  maggots,  which 
must  have  been  blown  within  the  last  three  weeks. 
We  also  saw  a  jiartridge  nest  with  thirteen  eggs,  and 
gathered  daisies  and  dandelions  in  bloom.  This  all  on 
January  7,  1901. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  7th,  and  was  well 
attended.  The  past  year  was  satisfactory  in  every 
way,  and  they  start  full  of  hope  for  1901.  The  juve- 
nile branch  is  flourishing,?and  the  members  turned  up 
well  to  the  annual,  and  several  new  members  were 
elected.  The  following  executive  is  elected  :  President, 


Mr.  W.  Hulley;  Vice-President,  Mr.  C.  .TuckHoa; 
Treasurer,  j\Ir.  E.  Kenny;  Secretary,  I^Ir.  H.  Berry, 
who  is  also  delegate;  Committee,  Messrs.  Mellor, 
Barnwell,  and  Marland.— A  special  whip  has  been 
issued  to  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  for 
the  14th,  which  is  a  specially  interesting  meeting. 
On  that  occasion,  in  addition  to  other  important 
business,  Mr.  W.  Smith  Nightingale  will  deliver  a 
lecture  on  our  sport.  A  few  of  the  member.^  have  had 
good  sport  quite  recently.— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society  is  fixed  for  the 
14th.  The  agenda  will  include  important  business,  in 
addition  to  the  report,  balance-sheet,  and  election  of 
executive  for  1901.  There  are  a  few  vacancies  in  this 
H.  L.  organisation.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  George 
Angling  Society,  Miles  I'latting,  is  summoned  for  the 
14th  at  headquarters.  —  The  members  of  the  Union 
Chapel  Angling  Society  are  summoned  to  dispose  of 
important  business  on  the  14th.  li'our  of  the  members 
fishing  the  Dee  in  the  Christmas  holidays  report  only 
moderate  sport.  There  are  a  few  vacancies  in  this 
society  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  it  is  an  honour  to 
be  a  member.  All  their  efforts  are  in  the  direction  of 
acquiring  sport.— Tlie  annual  smoker  of  the  Levons- 
hulmc  Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  7th,  and 
was  a  great  success.  At  the  next  meeting,  on  the 
21st,  Mr.  E.  Harrop  will  deliver  a  lecture  on  the  ever- 
gi- '.'II  liijiir.  — During  the  coming  sunmier  fly  fishing 
ill  I  Ills  1  ity  is  likely  to  receive  a  lot  of  attention,  in 
coiisuqueiico  of  the  near  proximity  to  the  Bollin,  a 
stream  rapidly  recovering  its  old  po'pularitv.  Reckless 
statements  have  been  made  lately  of  its  purity,  but 
an  inspection  a  few  days  since  proved  how  incorrect 
such  statements  were. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  angling 
on  account  of  the  exceptional  severity  of  the  weather. 
The  terrific  flood  of  last  week  has  been  succeeded  by 
frosts  and  snow,  and  on  Wednesday  the  whole  of  the 
backwaters  of  the  Trent  were  ice-bound.  Skating, 
in  fact,  was  going  on  in  many  quarters.  On  Saturday 
a  few  of  the  ardent  souls  of  the  City  of  Wellington 
Society  visited  Cavendish  Bridge,  and  .succeeded  in 
getting  some  handsome  roach  with  the  tale  end  of  the 
lob-worm  and  the  brandling.  Others  were  caught  at 
Sawley  and  King's  Mills,  one  from  the  last  stretch 
scaling  lib.  Goz.  The  captor,  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  also  took 
sundry  big  chub  and  a  few  perch,  the  whole  with 
the  brandling.  Dace,  on  Sunday,  were  killed  in  the 
free  waters  of  the  city  by  members  of  the  Portland 
Arms  Society;  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
pike  wore  run  and  landed,  in  the  open,  off  the 
bank  in  Clifton  Grove.  On  Wednesday  several  were 
secured  above  Hazleford,  and  a  big  catch  was  reported 
from  Clumber.  The  river,  at  the  period  of  writing, 
was  running  in  grand  condition  for  live  baiting  or 
trolling,  and  chub  enthusiasts  were  beginning  to 
employ  greases  and  pith  and  brains  with  success  in 
the  streams.  There  is  nothing  in  winter  to  beat  a  bit 
of  ohubbing  in  the  rapids  ;  at  least,  that  is  the  favourite 
hobby  of  your  correspondent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  week-end  found  most  of  the  streams  in  better 
trim,  and  coarse-fishers  have  done  more  than  might 
have  been  expected,  tolerably  good  sport  having  been 
obtained.  Both  pike  and  grayling  fishing  improved 
with  the  subsidence  of  the  overflow  waters.  With  the 
new  year,  however,  the  close  season  for  grayling  began 
— at  least,  on  some  of  the  best  rivers.  Fly  casting  on 
other  stretches  will  be  possible  throughout  the  present 
month,  during  which  satisfactory  sport  is  not  im- 
probable. The  close  season  lasts  until  the  end  of 
June.  Anglers  on  the  Upper  Derwent  and  in  the 
Scarborough  district  have  been  longing  for  frosty 
mornings,  and  they  have  had  them,  with  frosty  nights 
to  boot.  Billet  off  the  piers  are  plentiful,  and  cod  and 
codling,  which  alter  the  recent  storm  were  "off,"  are 
again  in  evidence.  The  Ouse  has  assumed  its  ordinary 
proportions,  being  fair  in  colour  and  condition.  York 
anglers  have  been  pretty  busy.  Fairly  good  catches 
of  roach  have  been  made  with  the"  worm  in  the 
Derwent.  Smaller  takings  were  made  on  the  Foss- 
side,  and  some  fine  fish  were  caught  in  Pocklington 
Canal.  The  river  Swale  reports  are  indifferent.  lbs 
Nidd  continues  to  yield  nice  pike,  one  of  the  latest, 
secured  by  a  Leeds  angler,  weighing  l.>lb.  The  otter 
is  an  active  agent  of  mischief  amongst  the  fine  trout 
in  Bedale  Beck,  and  something  ought  to  bo  done, 
more  especially  as  this  fine  stretch  of  water  is  likely 
to  be  further  replenished  with  the  fish  shortly. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  this  district  has  been  visited  with 
hea\w  rains,  bitter  frosts,  dense  fogs,  and  now  with  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  commenced  on  ^Monday 
slightly,  but  fell  in  quantity  on  Tuesday,  and  mads 
travelling  unpleasant  and  difficult.  The  rivers  con- 
tinue high,  but  the  water  was  fining  down  nicely, 
though  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  rod  being  out,  aiid 
angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill;  nor  w-ill  an}' be 
done  imtil  the  snow  water  has  run  off,  and  from  the 
quantity  of  snow  that  has  fallen  another  flood  may 
safely  be  predicted,  and  some  time  elapse  before  sport 
will  be  had. 
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The  weather  lias  assumed  a  more  wintry  aspect 
during  the  past  week,  and  slight  showers  of  snow  have 
fallen  among  the  uplands,  but  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  a  storm. 


Curlers  have  been  favoured  with  ice  at  Inverurie, 
and  again  at  Alford,  two  villages  up  Donside,  but  at 
Braemar  and  Ballater,  where  King  Frost  is  usually 
first  to  come  and  last  to  go,  his  presence  has  been 
conspicuous  by  his  absence. 


The  rivers  and  streams  are  in  fine  fettle  just  now, 
after  three  months  of  tearing  floods.  Fish  are  said  to 
be  running  freely,  and  should  be  well  into  the  mid- 
reaches  by  the  opening  date — a  month  hence. 

Ml-.  J.  R.  Heaven,  of  the  Forest  of  Birse  Lodge  and 
Fishings,  is  one  of  the  most  open-handed  of  the  Dee- 
side  proprietors,  as  he  is  one  of  the  newest,  if  not  the 
newest.  He  has  a  special  desire  to  see  the  Dee 
improved  as  a  sporting  river  wherever  improvement 
can  be  effected. 


Mr.  J.  C.  B.  Harvey,  of  Duinet,  will  have  the  whole 
of  the  spring  fishings  adjoining  his  estates  on  his 
hands  for  the  first  time  this  spring,  as  the  late 
Sir  William  Brooks  had  a  life  interest,  which  only 
terminated  with  that  knight's  demise  in  June  last. 


By  the  way,  a  large  number  of  persons  at  Aboyne 
and  Glentana  have  received  citations  to  appear  in 
London  about  the  14th  inst.  as  witnesses  in  the 
Brooks  will  case,  which  comes  on  for  hearing  then. 


It  has  been  more  than  once  remarked  that  where 
anglers  have  plenty  of  liberty  little  if  any  poaching 
takes  place  on  those  waters,  and  that  open-handed 
dealing  with  anglers  is  the  best  way  to  protect  a  water 
against  the  depredations  of  the  fraternity.  This  is  not 
synonymous  with  free  fishing. 


The  Thurso  and  Helmsdale  ojjcned  yesterday 
(Dec.  11),  and  on  a  number  of  minor  Highland 
streams  angling  commences  to-day  (Dec.  12).  Tho'fly 
is  the  lure  of  lures  in  the  early  spring  in  these  parts, 
and  in  an  open  season  the  sport  is  often  exceedingly 
good. 


Last  week  some  very  largo  hauls  of  herrings  were 
made  in  Loch  Fyne,  when,  with  the  means  at  their 
command,  the  fishermen  in  Upper  Ijoch  Fyne  soon 
secured  about  100  boxes.  This  is  early  in  the  season, 
even  for  Loch  Fyne. 


Mr.  J.  Forbes,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  at 
Balmoral,  made  several  purchases  at  the  Volunteer 
Bazaar  in  Aberdeen  last  week  by  command  of  the 
Queen.  Two  photographic  groujis  of  the  Gordons  and 
a  copy  of  "  How  We  Escaped  from  Pretoria  "  were 
among  the  lots. 


The  Aberdeen  Rock  Anglers  are  nothing  it  not 
enthusiastic.  They  have  annually  a  competition  on 
New  Year's  Day.  It  is  sometimes  a  competition  with 
the  elements,  but  this  year  they  were  more  favourable, 
and  the  best  baskets  were  those  of  Messrs.  David 
Young,  41b.  12oz. ;  John  Gauld,  21b.  12oz.  ;  Wm. 
Potter,  lib.  lOoz. ;  and  Chas.  Clark,  lib.  loz.  The 
sea  was  somewhat  against  them. 


The  deepest  sympathy  is  being  extended  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Forbes-Leith,  of  Fyvie,  Aberdeenshire,  at  the 
loss  of  their  son  and  only  child,  a  lad  of  nineteen,  in 
Natal,  through  the  fatal  scourge  enteric.  He  was  one 
of  the  finest  trout  anglers  in  the  North,  as  well  as  an 
adept  at  covering  a  salmon  pool.    He  can  ill  be  spared. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  did  not  forget  her  tenants, 
keepers,  gillies,  and  retainers  on  the  Balmoral  estate, 
and  on  Thursday  last  they  had  their  annual  New 
Year's  treat  in  the  form  of  a  grand  concert  in  the  iron 
ballroom. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Cine  for  Indigestion.  Indige.stion, 
with  toi-pidity  of  the  liver,  is  the  cnrse  of  tliousands,  wlio  spend 
each  day  with  accimiulated  sufferings,  all  of  which  may  be 
avoided  by  taking  Holloway's  Pills  according  to  their  accom- 
panying directions.  They  strengthen  and  invigorate  every  organ 
subservient  to  digestion.  Their  action  is  purifying,  healing,  and 
strengthening.  They  may  be  safely  taken  without  interfering 
with  ordinary  pursuits,  or  requiring  much  restriction  in  diet. 
'Diey  (juickly  remove  noise  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  and  dispel 
low  spirits  and  nervous  fears.  These  balsamic  Pills  work  the 
cure  without  debilitating  or  exhausting  the  system  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  conserve  and  support  the  vital  principle  by 
substituting  pure  for  impure  blood. 


NATURAL  GROAVTH  OF  A  FISH  STORY. 


The  manner  in  which  a  fish  story  gradually 
expanded  and  was  finally  verified  by  Nature  was 
recentl}"  described  in  an  amusing  letter  from  Maine, 
the  home  of  the  big  square-tailed  trout,  by  the  Green- 
ville correspondent  of  the  New  York  Sun.  He  wrote 
as  follows : 

"  Nature  will  not  tell  a  lie,"  said  Senator  McFarland, 
at  the  close  of  a  long  story  which  the  visiting  hunters 
had  been  telling  him  about  their  adventures  with  a 
bad  moose,  "but  she  knows  how  to  convey  something 
which  isn't  true  as  well  as — as  well  as  a  hunter  from 
Massachusetts,  let  us  say.  I  remember  when  Nature 
was  of  great  help  to  me  at  a  time  when  I  needed  aid 
badly. 

"  I  was  raised  right  here  on  the  shores  of  Moosehead 
Lake.  Before  I  was  ten  I  had  brought  many  good 
messes  of  trout  home,  and  helped  to  eat  them,  too. 
The  day  I  bought  my  first  jacknife  I  caught  an  old 
whopper.  It  was  the  biggest^ square-tail  I  had  ever 
seen.  Wishing  to  use  my  new  knife  and  to  preserve 
the  memory  of  the  fish,  I  took  the  trout  to  a  large 
beech-tree  which  grew  near  the  clearing  and  pricked 
the  outlines  of  the  trout  on  the  smooth  bark.  Then 
with  my  knife  I  cut  deep  grooves  along  the  tracing, 
making  a  record  that  would  last  for  years.  The 
pictured  fish  was  an  exact  counterpart  of  the  one  I 
held  in  my  hand,  the  dorsal  fins  being  on. top,  the 
ventral  fins  below,  and  the  head,  with  two  holes  in  the 
bark  to  represent  eyes,  to  the  left  hand. 

"  '  There,'  I  said,  '  if  anybody  calls  me  a  liar  I  have 
proof  of  my  veracity  that  no  reasonable  person  can 
dispute.' 

"  My  people  moved  to  New  York  soon  afterward,  so 
I  had  no  chance  to  make  proof  of  my  skill  as  an  angler, 
but  as  I  grew  up  and  my  associates  began  to  brag 
about  the  size  of  the  fish  they  had  taken,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  tell  them  of  tlie  trout  I  had  wrested  from 
Moosehead  Lake.  I  am  very  certain  that  I  told  the 
truth  for  the  first  two  or  three  years.  My  memory  is 
bad,  and  I  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  tell  the  same  story 
two  times  in  succession  unless  it  is  a  true  one.  Be- 
yond this  statement  of  fact  I  will  make  no  defence. 

"  But  as  the  years  passed  and  the  art  of  telling  fish 
stories  gained  in  popular  favour,  the  15-inch  trout 
I  caught  gained  according  to  the  demands  made  upon 
me  by  my  hearers.  For  the  first  ten'  years  it  never 
exceeded  20  inches  in  length,  and  did  not  reach  those 
figures  unless  I  was  in  company  that  had  great  talent 
as  fishermen,  but  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  I  never 
thought  of  making  my  boyhood  fish  less  than  2  feet, 
sometimes  extending  it  to  26  inches.  Then  to  prove 
my  assertion  I  would  say  : 

""  '  If  any  of  you  gentlemen  doubt  my  word  I'll  take 
you  down  to  a  beech-tree  in  Conant's  pasture  on  the 
east  shore  of  Moosehead  Lake  and  show  you  the  out- 
line of  that  fish,  which  I  carved  in  the  bark  at  the 
time  I  caught  it,  a  score  of  years  ago.' 

"  Of  course  they  thought  I  was  bluffing,  and  I  was 
sometimes  afraid  they  Would  take  me  at  my  word, 
but  they  had  heard  too  many  yarns  of  a  similar  char- 
acter to  take  the  trouble  of  hunting  them  up.  Things 
went  well  with  me  until  after  I  had  come  back  to  the 
old  home  place  to  live.  I  had  been  here  six  months 
or  so,  when  one  of  my  old  chums  dropped  in  on  me. 
I  was  glad  to  see  him.  He  hadn't  been  here  for  two 
days  when  he  wished  me  to  show  him  the  tree  that 
held  a  portrait  of  the  enormous  fish  I  had  captured. 

"  '  Let  me  see,'  said  he,  in  an  aggravating  tone,  '  you 
told  us  the  outline  was  twenty-six  inches  long,  if  my 
memory  serves  me  right.' 

"  The  fact  is,  I  had  never  given  the  artistic  labours 
of  my  boyhood  a  thought  since  my  arrival.  His 
prompt  request  for  visual  evidence  came  and  found  me 
wholly  unprepared.  But  I  was  in  for  it,  and  I  led 
him  out  across  the  hills  to  the  pasture,  hoping  and 
fondly  believing  that  time  and  the  healing  processes 
of  Nature  had  obliterated  all  signs  of  my  labours. 
But  I  was  doomed  to  be  caught.  We  saw  the  scars 
showing  up  plainly  twenty  rods  away.  My  friend  had 
taken  out  his  rule. 

"  '  Go  ahead  and  measure  for  yourself,'  I  cried.  'I 
have  been  termed  a  liar  too  long.  You  have  asked  for 
proof,  and  now  you  are  going  to  get  it,  all  you  want 
of  it.' 

"  My  courage  increased  as  we  drew  near.  The 
wound  had  healed,  but  the  green-grey  bark  held  light- 
coloured  tracings  of  some  kinds  of  fish.  To  my  delight 
these  outlines  had  spread  out  and  widened  with  the 
growth  of  the  beech,  making  a  rude  portrait  of  a 
larger  trout  than  was  ever  caught  in  Maine.  The 
drawing,  I  remembered,  reached  halfway  around  the 
tree  when  I  put  it  on.  That  was  when  the  tree  was 
no  more  than  eighteen  inches  in  diameter.  Now,  my 
drawing  covered  half  the  tree's  circuit,  but  the  tree 
was  fully  three  feet  through,  and  the  fifteen-inch  trout 
of  my  childhood  v/as  two  feet  and  a  half  long,  fully 
four  inches  beyond  my  greatest  tale. 

"  '  Mac,'  said  my  friend,  taking  me  warmly  by  the 
hand,  '  if  I  had  not  measured  it  for  myself  I  couldn't 
have  believed  it.  You  are  the  first  truthful  fisherman 
I  have  ever  met.'  " — American  Field. 


MORE  EEL  RROBLEMS. 


There  is  a  small  pond  near  my  house  which  had  no 
connection  with  salt  water  until,  some  twenty-five 
years  ago,  a  ditch  was  dug  through  a  cultivated  field 
and  wooded  elevation,  necessitating  a  Cft.  trench ; 
then  a  piece  of  upland  meadow  was  crossed,  the  ditch 
finally  reaching  a  swamp  drain  which  in  ordinary 
seasons  flowed  to  the  salt  water  for  eight  or  nine 
months  in  the  year.  The  pond  very  rarely  rises  high 
enough  to  flow  out  through  the  drain  until  late  in  the 
winter,  and  the  overflow  lasts  but  a  few  days  at  a  time, 
and  ceases  in  the  spring.  It  has  not  flowed  to  the  sea 
this  year,  and  now  lacks  Cft.  of  its  maximum  height. 
This  pond  has  eels  of  large  size,  and  had  a  reputation 
for  eels  before  there  was  any  connecting  ditch  between 
it  and  the  sea.  I  have  beeti  told  that  they  were  dug 
up  in  the  mud  when  a  swamp  joining  it  was  ditched 
more  than  forty  j-ears  before  the  drain  was  dug  to  the 
sea. 

I  have  also  been  told  of  young  ducks  being  taken  by 
large  eels.  This  is  by  no  means  impossible,  but  it 
might  have  been  done  by  turtles  instead.  Do  the 
female  eels  go  down  to  spawn  so  late  as  Christmas  ? 
Would  they  get  caught  in  by  the  pond  falling  and 
stay  an  indefinite  time?  The  ditch  has  not  been 
cleared  out  for  years,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  an  eel  can 
ever  get  up  or  down  until  it  is  cleaned  out.  For  the 
last  four  years  I  have  kept  watch  of  this  pond  and 
stream  to  see  if  it  were  possible  that  they  could  go  up 
or  down,  and  at  no  time  could  they  do  so  except  in 
winter  after  December.  There  are  other  seemingly 
landlocked  ponds  that  contain  eels,  but  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  their  conditions  to  make  out  a  case. 
The  waters  I  have  spoken  of  contain  red  perch  and 
roach  and  frogs,  all  of  which  eels  will  eat.  They  will 
thread  their  way  up  through  artificial  ditches  and 
drains  and  catch  frogs,  for  I  have  seen  them  do  it. 
They  will  work  their  way  for  long  distances 
through  peat  meadows.  I  know  by  seeing  one 
dug  out,  when  my  father  was  digging  a  water- 
hole  for  his  cows  in  the  upper  end  of  an  English 
meadow.  This  eel  was  about  14  inches  long.  The 
meadow  in  question  had  been  a  salt  marsh,  which 
fifty  years  before  was  reclaimed  by  diking  ;  a  small  salt 
pond  was  also  taken  in  and  became  entiicly  fiesh.  In 
this  pond  eels  lived  all  the  year,  and  in  winter  bedded 
in  mud  the  sajue  as  in  salt  water,  and  I  used  to  spear 
them  through  holes  cut  in  the  ice.  The  ditches  in 
this  meadow  have  eels  of  all  sizes,  from  2  inches  up  to 
2  feet  in  length.  The  overflow  from  meadow  and  pond 
pas.jes  through  the  dike  by  a  wooden  trunk,  which  is 
closed  by  a  gate  (clapper)  that  works  automatically  as 
the  tide  riseii  and  falls.  Eels  can  go  in  and  out  at  low 
water,  but  part  of  the  time  a  screen  has  been  main- 
tained to  keep  the  trout,  with  which  the  pond  was 
stocked,  from  escaping.  A  supplementary  dam  was 
also  built  and  fitted  with  screen  and  flush  boards. 
None  of  these  things  affected  the  eels ;  they  thrive  the 
same  as  before  any  obstacles  wore  placed  in  their  way. 
Is  it  not  possible  that  the  pond  is  their  permanent 
home,  and  that  both  male  and  female  eels  live  there  ? 
If  these  fish  have  to  pass  into  the  sea  and  deposit  their 
spawn,  and  the  female  must  find  a  male  to  assist  in 
fertilisation,  how  do  the  tiny  ones  surmount  all 
obstacles  and  find  their  way  into  the  ditches  ? 

They  are  very  destructive,  and  as  the  waters  just 
mentioned  are  stocked  with  trout  it  is  imperative  that 
eels  be  kept  out.  I  am  aware  that  this  subject  has 
been  well  aired,  but  I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  all  the 
facts  being  known.  Two  things  are  certain — eels  must 
be  endowed  with  great  persistence,  and  must  live  to  a 
great  age. — W.  B.  Savaby,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

23,296.  Mr.  Charles  Risbec  Irons,  9,  Warwick- 
court,  Gray's-inn,  London,  "Improve- 
ments in  reels  for  fishing  rods." 

23,565.  Mr.  Eric  Enwoldsen,  22,  Glasshouse-street, 
Regent-street,  London.  "Improvements 
in  fishing  nets." 

23,598.  Mr.  .Tames  Bascom  Hall,  111,  Hatton  Garden, 
London.  "  Improvements  in  fish  hooks." 
2193.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  A.  V.  Chapin, 
Ferndale,  California,  U.S.A.  Reels  and 
winches,  rod.  The  drum  rotates  on  a 
shaft  upon  which  is  fixed  a  ratchet-wheel 
fitting  inside  a  recessed  ratchet,  with 
which  it  engages  by  a  pawl.  On  a  shaft 
fixed  across  the  drum  is  coiled  a  spring, 
one  end  of  which  is  attached  to  a  pawl 
and  the  other  to  a  ratchet,  which,  after 
the  spring  has  been  wound  up  by  a  bittton, 
is  prevented  from  rotating  by  a  lever 
pawl. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  variou 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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GRESHAM  ANGLINCx  SOCIETY. 


Few  members  put  in  an  ai)pearance  at  lafst  Tuesday's 
meeting,  wliicli  was  not  surprising  considering  the 
severe  snowstorm  prevailing  at  tliat  time.  Tlie  home 
fireside  certainly  has  greater  attraction  than  the 
enjoyment  of  a  Gresham  meeting  when  such  condi- 
tions rule,  even  though  the  committees  endeavour  to 
provide  homelike  comfort.  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  presided. 
Pishing  reports  were  productive  of  little  entertain- 
ment. Several  members  had  been  out  since  the  last 
meeting,  but  all  had  captured  no  fish  owing  to  the 
very  bad  weather  except  Mr.  Marshall,  who  managed 
to  slip  in  a  few  hours  at  Leigh  before  the  south- 
easterly gale  of  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  last,  and 
took  a  few  nice  dabs.  On  Sunday  the  weather  was  too 
rough  to  permit  of  getting  ofE,  at  all  events  for  fishing. 
Mr.  Gray  had  some  thirty  roach,  about  one  dozen  of 
which  were  up  to  Gresham  standard.  Mr.  Ai^plin 
had  about  twenty  roach.  Mr.  Woodruff  and  Mr. 
Gray  were  out  together  another  day,  but  only  a  few 
fish  were  taken.  Silver  medals  were  awarded  for 
specimen  fish  taken  during  1900  as  follows  :  to  Mr. 
C.  Napper  for  a  bream  of  61b.  4oz.,  Mr.  Frederick 
Page  for  a  perch  of  21b.  15oz.,  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins 
for  a  pike  of  141b.,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  for  a  Chesham 
trout  of  21b.  2oz.,  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  for  a  Brook  trout 
of  21b.,  Mr.  Meyers  for  a  Thames  trout  of  51b.  4oz., 
and  to  Mr.  T.  Gibson  for  a  saphirine  gurnard  of 
31b.  3oz.  As  previously  announced,  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery 
will  read  a  paper  on  Tuesday  next  on  "  Casting  Direct 
from  the  Reel."  Mr.  Emery  holds  the  record  for 
long  casting  with  style,  and  the  excellence  of  his 
papers  given  before  the  society  on  other  occasions  will, 
apart  from  the  special  attraction  of  this  subject,  be 
sufficient  cause  for  a  large  attendance  of  members  on 
Tuesday  next.  Several  matters  of  business  detail  were 
dealt  with,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
the  meeting.  J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  of  members  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  9,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  |E.  Sloper  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  a 
report  from  the  society's  agent  at  Deal  read. 

Messrs.  Jago,  Nunn,  Bates,  and  the  hon.  sec,  fishing 
at  Deal  on  Dec.  5,  took  2^  score  very  good  whiting  and 
one  codling.  Mr.  Nunn,  fishing  on  Dec.  7,  took  only 
3  whiting. 

It  was  announced  that  Mrs.  Reeves  had  taken  at 
Deal,  on  Dec.  4,  two  cod  of  lOilb.  and  171b. 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  27,  at  7.30  p.m.,  also  that  on  Wednesday,  March  6, 
at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Some 
Remarks  on  Fishing  in  Estuaries." 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  the  usual 
toast  to  the  society,  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Pattebson,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  disciples  of  old  Father  Walton  who  go  fishing 
in  the  cold  dreary  months  must  of  necessity  be  a 
hardy  race ;  indeed,  a  cynical  writer  once  apostro- 
phised them  (ay,  and  summer  piscators  too),  to  the 
face  by  employing  a  far  more  forcible,  and  certainly 
not  nearly  so  flattering,  an  adjective  to  express  his 
opinion  regarding  the  exponents  of  the  gentle  art 
generally.  But  it  needed  a  great  effort  and  a  consider- 
able quantum  of  enthusiasm  to  venture  out  to  the 
waterside  at  the  end  of  last  week  to  the  accompani- 
ment of  fogs,  mists,  frosts,  and  snow,  with  the  almost 
absolute  certainty  of  returning  with  a  light,  if  not 
entirely  empty,  creel.  All  the  same,  a  few  of  those 
of  iron  constitutions  plied  the  rod,  but,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  the  reports  given  to  the  meeting  of  the 
above  society  at  the  call  of  Chairman  R.  Clay  were  of 
the  poorest  character.  The  only  satisfactory  bit  of 
news  came  from  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  who,  just  before 
the  cold  weather  set  in,  had  some  good  roach,  includ- 
ing one  of  lib.  4oz.,  in  the  Thames.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  was  one  of  the  Spartans  who  fished  in  Satur- 
day's gloom  and  cold.  With  a  friend  he  visited  a 
private  part  of  the  Colne.  The  friend  took  a  capital 
lot  of  roach,  but  the  society's  vice-president  had  to 
play  second  fiddle,  his  catch  being  but  small.  It  is 
curious  that  the  roach  were  feeding  in  the  part  of  the 
Colne  Mr.  Brown  fished,  for  in  the  society  water 
below  everything  was  quite  off.  Fish  were  priming, 
there  was  a  grand  head  of  water,  plenty  of  stream,  and 
the  colour  was  Al.  Yet  Mr.  Rolt,  who  tried  for  three 
hours  all  the  best  swims  in  the  preserve,  did  not  get  a 
single  nibble.  On  Monday  a  visitor  hooked  and 
landed  a  large  trout  in  the  Weir  pool,  weighing  71b., 
when  fishing  for  perch  with  a  gudgeon. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  on 


Monday,  the  21st  inst.,  at  8  p.m.,  and  before  that  date 
members  will  be  in  possession  of  the  report,  and  usual 
statement  of  accounts  for  last  year.  Matters  of  exceed- 
ing import  will  be  discussed  at  the  gathering  men- 
tioned, so  that  it  is  hoped  the  attendance  will  be  large. 
The  new  permits  for  1901,  coloured  blue,  are  ready 
for  distribution,  and  members  will  require  to  be  fur- 
nished with  these  for  production  to  the  keeper  on  the 
Uxbridge  water.  M.  de  C. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  C.  0. — Please  send  us  your  address. 

W.  Stiff.— "The  Whole  Art  of  Angling,"  printed 
for  E.  Curl,  1714,  is  not  very  valuable;  but  more 
valuable  if  it  has  a  frontispiece  view  of  Windsor 
Castle.    It  depends  also  on  its  condition. 


Covveeponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SEALS  AND  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir,— Recently  Mr.  William  Mair,  Clach- 
naharry,  while  out  wild  fowling  on  the  Beauly  Firth, 
near  Redcastle,  took  advantage  of  a  somewhat  rare 
opportunity,  and  killed  four  seals  with  one  shot  from  a 
punt  gim.  This  uncommon  experience  was  reported 
in  the  Inverness  Courier,  and  a  correspondence  took 
place  in  that  paper  as  to  whether  it  is  advisable  to 
preserve  seals  and  maintain  the  balance  of  Nature,  or 
kill  a  proportion  of  them  with  the  view  of  increasing 
the  salmon  supply. 

It  was  stated  on  the  one  side  that  seals  are  not  so 
numerous  as  they  were  some  years  ago,  and  do  not 
materially  affect  the  salmon  supply,  as  they  live  chiefly 
on  other  fish,  and  that  their  destruction  would  lead  to 
a  preponderance  of  one  kind  of  fish  to  the  detriment 
of  the  others. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  other  side  seals  have  not 
decreased  in  numbers,  but  have,  on  the  contrary, 
increased,  and  kill  salmon  for  food  in  preference  to 
other  fish,  and  the  frequent  damage  done  to  salmon- 
nets  by  seals  clearly  proves  that  salmon  are  often  the 
object  of  their  pursuit. 

The  views  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
have  acquired  by  personal  observation  and  experience 
a  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  seal  would  be  of  much 
interest. 

Seals  are  of  little  commercial  value,  and  to  keep 
them  down  the  Ness  Fishery  Board  pay  five  shillings 
per  head  for  every  one  killed ;  but  seals  are  wary 
animals,  and  not  easily  bagged,  and  few  people  take 
the  trouble  to  go  after  them  on  the  chance  of  earning 
the  small  sum  of  money  offered  by  the  Board. 

The  damage  done  by  seals  to  the  stake  and  bag  nets 
will  not  cause  much  regret,  except  to  those  immediately 
concerned,  as  these  nets  are  so  numerous  on  the  coast, 
and  so  deadly,  that  it  is  recognised  that  they  are  the 
principal  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  salmon,  and  restrictive 
legislation  is  much  called  for  in  this  direction.  It  is 
therefore  earnestly  hoped  that  the  recently  appointed 
Royal  Commission,  in  the  interests  both  of  the  fish 
and  of  the  public,  will  recommend  measures  which  will 
remedy  the  impolitic  overfishing  now  permitted. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  S. 

Inverness. 

[The. question  raised  by  "  J.  S."  is  a  most  important 
one,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  views  of  salmon 
anglers  who  have  actual  experience  of  the  damage  done 
to  salmon  by  seals.  That  they  often  do  great  damage 
is  unquestionable — we  have  too  often  published 
authentic  reports  of  their  devastations  in  estuaries  of 
salmon  rivers. — Ed.] 


fTHE  HISTORY  OP  THE  SPLIT-CANE  ROD. 

Deae  Sir, — Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
allusion  to  my  firm  in  Re-built  Cane  Rods,  in  this 
week!s  Gazette.  It  occurs  to  me  that  "Ephemera" 
must  be  wrong.  He  finds  that  for  a  top  the  built 
cane  is  good,  but  not  for  the  other  parts.  We  always 
consider  the  top  the  most  delicate — hence  its  duplica- 
tion— so  if  this  most  delicate  part  can  be  made  on  a 
system  and  found  best,  it  only  remains  to  enlarge  the 
proportions  and  all  will  be  best.  Some  people,  for 
instance,  will  say,  "Yes,  I  like  the  built  cane  best  for 
trout  rods,  but  it  will  not  do  for  salmon  rods."  No- 
thing can  be  more  at  variance  with  all  rule  and 
results,  and  nothing  consequently  more  absurd.  A 
client,  writing  us  a  few  days  ago,  killed  with  a 
10  feet  6  inch  steel-centre  trout-rod,  lots  of  salmon  up 
to  321b. — in  fact,  used  it  the  whole  season  in  Norway. 
It  is  now  here,  and  really  you  would  not  think  it  had 
been  used. 

The  old  method  of  three  pieces  left  absolutely  none 
of  the  siliceous  skin  of  the  bamboo  except  hei'e.  It 
was  all  removed  with  the  plane,  and  nothing  but 
pith  left. — Very  truly  yours,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

Alnwick. 


EELS  ON  LAND  AND  ELSEWHERE. 

Dear  Sir, — Several  quotations  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  the  question  "Do  eels  travel  on  land?" 
having  appeared  in  the  Maidenhead  Argus,  I  men- 
tioned to  the  writer  on  the  subject,  "  Quill,"  that 
many  years  ago,  whilst  enjoying  a  tramp  over  Dart- 
moor with  my  brother,  in  crossing  some  boulders  in  a 
very  swift  part  of  the  stream  at  Tavy  Cleeve,  we  dis- 
turbed what  we  took  to  he  an  adder  (or  viper)  which 
was  curled  up  "basking"  in  the  sun.  It  was  some 
distance  up  the  dry  embankment.  At  our  approach  it 
glided  down  the  bank  and  into  the  river,  and,  with  its 
head  projecting,  swam  across  to  the  opposite  bank,  up 
which  it  wriggled  with  apparent  ease.  We  were 
astonished  at  the  sight,  but,  on  speaking  to  people  on 
the  subject,  were  told  it  was  a  common  occurrence.  I 
have  never  had  a  satisfactory  answer  on  the  subject, 
in  which  the  controversy  in  your  valued  journal  and 
the  Maidenhead  Argus  has  revived  my  interest. 

Can  either  you  or  any  of  your  readers  enlighten  me 
on  the  subject  ?  Surely  an  ordinary  eel  would  not 
negotiate  a  stickle  stream  and  the  opposite  bank  to 
that  on  which  we  first  saw  it  in  the  business-like 
fashion  of  the  hero  of  my  story.  And  what  about  an 
adder  doing  ditto  ? 

In  order  to  forestall  suggestions  of  "visions,"  of  a 
"  cerebral "  origin,  which  some  of  your  facetious 
readers  might  make,  I  might  say  that  at  the  time  I 
am  referring  to  I  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  a  local 
temperance  society.  This  will  obviate  references  to 
Coupeau's  malady.  Wishing  you  and  your  paper  a 
prosperous  new  year, — Yours  faithfully. 

Devonia-Maidonia. 

[Some  snakes  swim  splendidly  ;  we  are  not  sure  as 
to  adders,  but  have  seen  many  of  them  dead  in  the 
Barle  on  Exmoor,  drowned  by  a  sudden  flood. — Ed.] 


EELS  ON  LAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  noticed  with  interest  the  corre- 
spondence on  this  subject,  and  although  I  have  never 
come  across  eels  on  land,  excepting,  of  course,  those  I 
have  helped  there  against  their  will,  yet  I  have 
always  understood  it  to  be  of  such  a  common  occur- 
rence that  I  fancied  no  one  thought  it  strange.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  eels  are  slippery  things,  and  there  is 
no  knowing  what  they  will  be  up  to,  as  I  think  the 
following  incidenti  will  show.  While  fishing  on  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  two  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine 
told'me  of  a  fact  that  came  under  his  own  observation. 
He  had  been  fishing  one  evening  above  Tongueland 
Bridge,  and  that  with  some  success,  when  he  met 
Mr.  Cx.,  then  lessee  of  the  mill  hard  by,  who  asked 
him  in  to  supper.  My  friend  accepted  the  invitation, 
but  on  condition  that  he  was  allowed  to  contribute  a 
good  trout  towards  the  repast.  Nothing  loath,  Mr.  G. 
granted  the  concession.  My  friend  accordingly  took  a 
good  fish  from  his  creel,  and  taking  out  his  knife  he 
disembowelled  the  trout,  letting  the  entrails  fall  at  his 
feet,  and  then  with  Mr.  G.  proceeded  towards  the 
mill.  They  hadn't  gone  many  yards  when  they 
heard  a  splashing  in  the  water,  and,  looking  round, 
were  surprised  to  see  a  large  eel  leave  the  river,  and, 
seizing  the  entrails  of  the  trout,  go  back  to  its  haunt, 
there,  I  suppose,  to  enjoy  a  feast  at  its  leisure. 

I  am  obliged  for  your  sending  "An  Old  Man's 
Holidays."  To  anglers  it  is  like  "  the  shelter  of  a 
great  rock  in  a  weary  land." — Yom-s  faithfulh-,  H.  B. 

Sir, — Following  up  my  letter  of  Dec.  22,  where  I 
said  that  I  had  constantly  picked  up  eels  in  the  grass 
on  returning  from  fishing,  I  have  just  come  across  a 
spear  that  I  made  for  the  butt  of  my  rod,  so  that  it 


could  be  used  as  an  ordinary  spear,  or  for  picking  up 
eels.  I  found  it  difficult  to  pick  them  up  by  hand.  I 
have  often  half-filled  my  basket  with  them,  using  the 
spear  in  the  butt  of  the  rod. 

If  you  think  it  worth  while  to  make  a  sketch  you 
can,  or  you  may  keep  it  to  show  to  any  curious  readers 
as  I  have  more  of  them. — Yours  truly, 

Phinouth.  William  Hearder. 

EELS  AND  SNAKES. 

Dear  Sib, — The  correspondents  on  "  Eels  and 
snakes  "  seem  to  ignore  the  natural  habits  of  snakes, 
which  probably  would  soon  help  to  decide  the  question 
as  to  whether  it  was  eels  or  snakes  which  "  Senes " 
saw. 

Being  particularly  interested  in  the  habits  of  snakes, 
it  has  been  a  pleasm-e  to  me  on  a  great  many  occasions 
to  hunt  them  in  their  w^ild  haunts,  during  the  time 
when  they  are  not  hibernating ;  and,  from  what  I  have 
gathered  from  observations,  one  would  never  see  a 
snake  moving  about  after  dark. 
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The  late  Fred  Buckland,  in  one  of  his  works,  savs 
"  that  tlie  best  time  to  find  snakes  on  the  move  "is 
from  10  A.M.  to  2  p.m."  Of  course,  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  one  would  not  find  snakes  after  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon ;  but  I  certainly  endorse  Frank 
Buckland's  statement,  as  I  have  always  found  snakes 
gradually  get  more  scarce  during  the  afternoon,  and  I 
never  remember  catching  them  after  C  p.m.  I  should 
say  thatlong  before  dark  they  have  turned  in  for  the 
night,  not  to  move  again  until  the  following  morning. 

I  have  often  kept  a  number  of  both  the  common 
British  snakes,  the  viper  {Vipera  rerus)  and  the  ringed 
or  grass  snakes  {Tropidonotus  natrix),  in  vivariums  in 
my  rooms,  and  I  never  remember  on  any  occasion 
when  I  have  visited  them  after  dark  seeing  a  specimen 
moving  about,  but  always  quite  motionless.  This 
seems  to  prove  that  what  "Senex"  saw  could  not 
possibly  have  been  snakes,  but  eels,  as  he  afterwards 
found  out.  It  would  be  rather  interesting  if  "  Senex  " 
would  give  the  level  of  the  water  compared  with  the 
field,  as  here  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  there  is  afield 
that  lies  about  three  feet  below  the  level  of  the  water, 
and  when  we  get  heavy  rains  during  September  and 
October  the  hatches  are.  not  sufficiently  wide  to  carry 
away  the  superfluous  water,  and  consequently  it 
trickles  over  the  bank  and  into  the  field  below. 

It  is  under  these  conditions,  and  at  the  above  time 
of  the  year  onh',  that  I  have  known  eels  out  iii  the  field. 

Eels  are  always  very  restless  in  the  autumn,  as 
instinct  teaches  them  to  make  their  way  to  sea  for  the 
purpose  of  breeding,  and  consequently  they  will  find 
their  visiy  over  a  bank  or  hatch,  if  there  is  the  slightest 
trickle  of  water. 

Was  it  under  these  conditions  that  "Senex"  saw 
the  eels  ? — Yom-s  faithfully,  Peecy  Wadham. 


CHUB  FISHING. 

Dear  SiR,--In  Dec.  29th's  issue  of  tlie  Gazette  I 
read  with  pleasure  Mr.  E.  P.  Goodwin's  article  on 
"  Whipping  for  Chub." 

He  also  invites  your  numerous  readers,  who  have 
tried  this  style  of  fishing,  to  give  their  experiences. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit,  for  some  j-ears  past,  of 
using  a  frog  in  whipping  for  chub,  both  summer  and 
winter. 

For  winter  fishing  I  always  procure  the  largest  frogs 
possible,  and,  after  killing  them,  cut  the  two  hind  legs 
off,  "  the  body  is  nouse."  Now  take  a  No.  G,  7,  or  8 
Limerick  hook  and  put  it  througli  the  calf  of  the  leg 
and  again  through  the  tliigh— "  it  is  best  to  cut  the 


bone  out  of  thigh  with  a  small  ^mir  of  scissors,  almost 
to  the  knee  joint."  Afterwards  tie  a  piece  of  waxed 
silk  round  that  part  of  leg  touching  shank  of  hook, 
and  again  round  ankle  to  keep  it  secure  on  the  gut. 
Lastly,  cut  off  the  foot  just  below  ankle  ;  it  will  then 
come  cleaner  through  the  water  at  each  draw,  and 
especially  when  lifting  from  water  for  the  backward 
cast. 

I  use  the  leg  exactly  the  same  as  Mr.  Goodwin 
describes,  and  have  had  some  very  good  sport  indeed 
on  the  Thames. 

I  have  frequently  taken  perch,  and  on  one  occasion 
had  a  small  trout,  of  about  21b.  weight,  from  the 
shallows  in  a  weir  pool,  which  was  carefully  returned. 

Hoping  that  the  above  may  interest  some  of  your 
numerous  readers, — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  C.  HODGKINS. 

BAITS  FOR  CHUB. 
Deak  Sir,— In  answer  to  "Constant's"  letter 
published  in  your  issue  for  Dec.  22, 1900,  re  a  good  paste 
for  chub  fishing,  a  most  killing  bait  is  made  by  taking 
the  soft  part  of  a  scone  and  working  it  into  a  stiff  mass, 
to  this  adding  enough  orange  chrome  to  make  a  nice 
yellow  colour.  The  method  I  adopt  is  to  wet  the  scone 
in  a  clean  rag  with  cold  water,  and  the  more  the  dough 
is  worked  afterwards  the  more  adhesive  it  will  become, 
and  less  liable  to  wash  off  the  hook.  Lay  out  on  a  clean 
plate,  sprinkle  the  colouring  over,  and  again  workup  in 
the  hands  until  the  tint  desired  is  obtained.  I  note 
several  of  your  correspondent's  recipes  for  making 
cheese  paste,  and  make  it  quite  differently,  simply 
adding  a  very  small  quantity  of  grated  cheese  crust  to 
a  round  of  soft  bread  worked  as  before.  Tlie  stalk  of 
cabbage,  boiled  and  cut  into  dice,  is  also  a  killing  bait 
for  chub.  Greaves  hoili'd,  and  to  be  obtained  from  any 
tallow  chandler's,  is  also  worth  a  trial.  For  a  ground 
bait  scald  sufficient  bran,  and  work  into  required  con- 
sistency by  adding  the  commonest  flour  {  Iso  known 
as  "  Sharps,"  "  Thirds,"  and  pigmeal).  It  should  break 
in  the  water,  and  not  be  allowed  to'sink  in  a  solid  mass. 
When  bait  fishing  I  sometimes  experience  considerable 
trouble  with  heavy  chub  on  my  fine  tackle,  using  the 


former  coloured  paste.     The  finest  gut  or  hair  is 
essential  to  success  in  all  kinds   of  paste  fishing. 
Hoping  this  may  be  of  "  some  use  "  to  "  some  one," — 
Faithfully  yours,  "Inisegi." 
Shrewsbury. 

SPECIAL  DRESSING  OF  THE  PALE  WATERY 
DUN  WANTED. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  if  a  fair  imitation 
of  the  male  imago  of  the  pale  watery  duu  is  to  be 
obtained  from  any  of  the  dealers  in  artificial  flies? 
This  fly  was  very  prevalent  on  the  stream  I  was 
fishing  last  j'ear,  and  which  I  hope  to  visit  again  this 
season.  The  "  Jenny  Spinner."  with  its  chalky  white 
body,  tipped  with  brilliant  crimson  silk,  may  resemble 
the  imago  of  the  male  iron  blue,  liut  it  in  no  way 
simulates  the  delicate  little  lly  1  refer  to.  This  has  a 
transparent  greenish  white  body,  the  last  rings  near 
the  tail  being  a  faintish  brown  colour  ;  just  a  suspicion 
of  green  in  the  anterior  segments,  with  a  more 
pronounced  but  still  faint  indication  of  brown  in  the 
posterior  segments  of  the  body.  Holland's  dressing  of 
the  subimago  of  the  pale  watery  dun  I  find  verj' 
good  for  use  during  the  day,  but' the  trout  refuse  it 
when  the  imago  is  on  the  water  towards  the  evening. 
—Yours  faithfully,  F.  R.  F. 

[Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Bridge  House,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  made  for  us  some  years  ago  some  isale  watery 
duns  with  the  bodies  of  dyed  horsehair,  which  were 
wonderfully  delicate  in  their  imitation  of  the  greenish 
white  body;  but  perhaps  some  angler  who  is  always 
trying  experiments,  like  "  Val  Conson,"  has  hit  upon 
something  that  the  fish  take.  "F.R.F."  doubtless 
knows  the  North-country  dressings  ? — Ed.] 


PISHING  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  report  of  two  days'  fishing  at 
Christchurch  in  the  Fishing  Qazettc  of  Dec.  29,  1900, 
I  am  reported  to  be  the  lessor  of  the  fishing  rented 
by  Mr.  Whaley.  This  is  not  correct,  as  ho  rents  it  of 
Miss  Mills,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Mills,  Esq.,  of 
Bisterne.  I  also  rent  some  fishing  of  the  same  lady, 
who  is  the  freeholder.  Mr.  Spenoe,  in  his  comments 
on  this  article,  says— and  I  fancy  somewhat  dubiously — 
that  a  201b.  pike  was  taken  in  Mr.  Whaley's  water  some 
time  since  the  Crimean  War.  Well,  it  was  certainly 
some  time  after,  as  it  was  more  than  twenty-tbice  vears 
after  that  I  took  a  splendid  specimen  weigbinL; 
from  this  water.  It  was  preserved  by  Mi\  ihu  f,  of 
Christchurch,  and  is  to  tins  day  much  admired.  My 
brother  caught  a  companion  fish  at  the  same  spot  the 
next  day  weighing  21ilb.,  and  since  then,  and  but 
a  short  distance  above  INIr.  Whaley's  stour  fishing 
pike  of  2Gilb,,  241b.,  and  21^1b.  have  been  taken  by 
gentlemen  of  reliable  credibility. — Yours  faithfally, 

Henry  Newlyn. 

Bourneniouth. 


SIR  HUMPHRY  DAVY  AND  GRAYLING 
AND  SALMON. 

Sir, — One  morning  last  week  I  went  to  the  Science 
Library,  South  Kensington  Museum,  to  look  up  Sir 
Humphry  Davy's  work  "  Salmonia." 

In  Saturday's  Fisliing  Gazette  1  see  you  quote 
Blaine  concerning  gi-ayling  being  transferred  from 
the  Avon  to  the  Test  in  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
The  same  passage  occurs,  word  for  word,  in  Davy's 
book  (date  1840),  but  a  few  further  statements  giving 
the  weights  of  some  of  these  grayling — 41b. 

In  this  same  work  of  Davy's  some  observations  on 
the  feeding  habits  of  salmon  are  interesting,  as 
showing  he  recognised  the  fact  that  salmon,  when 
examined  after  capture  in  the  rivers,  never  had  food 
or  its  digested  reixiains  in  the  stomach  or  intestines. 
And  of  course  tlie  same  fact  applies  to-day,  as  nothing 
but  mucus  is  found  in  the  interior  of  any  spring  or 
unspawned  salmon  captured  in  the  river.  The  idea 
that  salmon  vomit  when  hooked  is  of  no  use  as  an 
argument,  because  every  portion  of  the  intestines  is 
also  empty,  excepting  for  a  little  mucus. 

I  have  captured  many  ])\ke,  with  tlie  stomachs 
empty,  but  then  there  was  always  the  remains  of  food 
in  the  intestines.  Very  little  is  known  coneei'ning  the 
feeding  habits  of  kelts,  as  for  some  years  it  has  been 
illegal  to  kill  a  kelt — and  wisely  so.  The  great 
German  Miescher,  who  devoted  so  much  time  to  the 
habits  of  the  salmon  in  the  Rhine,  only  twice  found 
some  digested  remains  in  the  interior  of  kelts,  and  I 
believe  he  examined  a  good  many  fish. 

We  are  always  hearing  how  salmon  fishing  in 
rivers  has  diminished  in  our  days,  and  this  is  true  of 
most  rivers,  yet  it  is  extremely  intei'esting  to  read  in 
Sir  Humphry  Davy  (1840)  that  a  salmon  a  week  was 
the  usual  capture  by  rod  in  that  celebrated  arm  of 
Christchurch.  Pie  describes  the  river  as  holding  very 
large  but  very  few  fish.  For  the  last  two  years  that  has 
been  the  usual  average  per  week.  Further,  Sir 
Humphry  says  salmon  are  practically  unknown  in  the 
Coquet  and  North  Tyne  rivers.  I  believe  the  North 
Tyne  is  one  of  the  few  rivers  that  has  really  improved 


considerably  in  late  years  in  the  matter  of  salmon, 
duo  to  improved  attention  to  preservation. 

I  often  see  it  stated  that  the  Coquet  may  become  a 
great  salmon  river  as  of  yore.  But  clearly  it  was  not 
a  great  salmon  river  early  in  the  last  century. 

Lastly,  my  eye  caught  some  notes  conconiing  the 
habits  of  elvers  climbing  up  falls,  etc.,  in  the  river 
Erne  (Ireland).  At  this  point  business  carried  me 
away  from  reading  more  of  tliis  delightful  book.  We 
move  very  slowly,  in  spite  of  trains  and  telegraphs. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Kingston  Barton. 


FISHING  NEAR  HONG  KONG. 
Dear  Sir, — Being  a  very  keen  fisherman,  and 
shortly,  in  all  prDliaMlity,  going  to  Hong  Kong,  I  am 
writing  to  ask  you  if  you  will  be  so  very  kind  as  to 
answer  for  me— either  by  letter  or  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  next  Saturday — the  following  questions  : 

1.  Is  there  any  fishing,  besides  sea  fishing,  there  ? 

2.  If  so,  what  tackle  should  bo  taken  apart  from 
ordinary  spinning  rod  and  fly  rod  for  trout,  which  I 
shall  take  in  any  case  together  with  one  or  two  general 
rods,  on  the  off  chance  ? 

3.  Is  there  any  book  I  can  consult  to  save  you  the 
trouble  of  answering  me  at  length  ? 

With  apologies  for  troubling  you, — Yours,  etc., 

Philip  W.  G.  Goedrino. 
[A  friend  wlio  lias  lived  at  Hong  Kong  tells  us  that  he 
never  heard  of  aiiN  I'^uropeans  doing  any  fishing  there. 
We  know  no  book  giving  information  on  the  point. — 
If  any  of  our  readers  can  help  Mr.  Goldring,  we  shall 
be  obliged. — Ed.] 

THE  COLN,  FAIRPORD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  justice  to 

"  Tlie  Coin,  the  dear  old  Coin, 
And  its  banks  with  iris  yellow," 
may  I  ask  you  kindly  to  correct  tlie  weight  of  the 
premier  trout  of  last  season  caught  in  "Meg"  by 
Mr.  T.  Powell,  of  Fairford,  and  landed  for  him  by  the 
gentleman  fishing  in  the  view.  It  should  have  been 
21b.  8oz.,  not  4oz.  It  is  cither  a  slip  of  the  pen  or  a 
printer's  error.  Near  this  same  spot  some  two  or 
three  seasons  back  a  trout  of  31b.  4oz.  was  taken.  I 
would  add  that  as  soon  as  the  floods  are  gone  down 
t\\  I  i-yra  r-oM  I  f  I'll  ell  l''ai-is  ai-c  ti  i  be  introduced  into  this 
Water,  tlio  lir;-.t  i  ii In  n h ii  lioii  of  Iti-lion  trout  into  the 
Fairford  waters  witliin  the  memory  of  man. — Yours 
faithfully,  F.  Lockwood. 

P.S. — It  should  have  been,  also,  old-world  town  of 
Fairford. 


EELS,. ANGLERS,  CLIMATE,  AND  OTHER 
THINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Allow  me  to  add  my  contribution  to 
the  great  eel  question.  A  keeper  who  has  grown  grey 
in  service  on  the  Avon  (Hants)  says  that  in  that  river 
they  have  two  kinds  of  eels.  One  of  these  is  locally 
termed  a  "  snigg  "  ;  it  differs  in  shape,  colour,  feel,  from 
the  ordinary  kind,  and  spawns  in  the  fresh  water, 
never  going  down  to  the  sea.  He  had  one  of  these  in 
the  fish  house,  and  produced  it.  In  appearance  it 
seemed  to  me  much  like  one  of  our  inland  pond  eels. 
Now,  would  not  this  solve  the  mystery  of  some  eels 
remaining  in  the  mud  all  winter,  the  presence  of  which 
fish  are  usually  explained  by  terming  them  barren 
eels?  Just  before  the  last  flood  two  Birmingham 
anglers  made  a  fine  catch  of  roach  in  the  Avon  above 
Christchurch.  I  saw  these  fish  weighed  in  the  evening, 
and  the  weight  was  68Jlb.  The  same  day  I  had  pike 
of  12,  llj,  9flb. ;  and'a  few  days  afterwards  a  161b. 
fish  amongst  a  lot  of  others. 

A  short  time  back  anglers  said  "  Give  us  rain  " — 
and  they  got  it,  and  yet  were  not  happy.  Then  they 
said  "  Giv6  us  frost  " — and  they  got  it,  and  still  are 
not  happy.  Let  me  conclude  with  a  note  on  our 
climate.  About  a  week  back  a  gentleman  living  at 
Ryde  wrote  to  the  papers  stating  that  he  had  just 
gathered  roses,  stocks,  mignonette,  and  twelve  other 
sorts  of  flowers  in  his  garden  ;  to-day  he  is  probably 
gathering  "  snow-drops." 

"  A  gentlemiui  living  at  Ryde, 

In  floral  pursuits  occupied. 
Gathered  lilies  and  roses, 
And  all  sorts  of  posies. 

Last  week — now  he's  learning  to  slide." 
Yours  truly, 

G.  L.  WHmVOHTH. 

Boscombe,  Hants,  Jan.  8,  1901. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  inform  me  wlicn  and  where  are  the  best  places 
for  pike  fishing  i)i  Ireland,  and  what  would  be  the 
probable  cost  for  a  week  or  ten  days  (from  London), 
and  can  live  bait  be  obtained  from  the  locality? — 
Yours  truly,  Lucius. 

[Several  important  letters  arrived  too  late  for 
insertion.} 


January  19,  1901 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Natural  Flies  and  Dry-fly  Fishing  in 

American  "Waters. 

The  following  is  from  an  interesting  letter  I 

mTw^  !  ^  ^^""T  American  correspondent, 
Mr  Theodore  Gordon,  of  New  York:  "  I  made  a 

JZlf  '^''^''^.^  '^'^^O'^-    The  American 

grannom  is  mteresting.  It  hatches  out  in  June 
at  least,  m  streams  of  1500ft.  elevation),  and  lasts 

af^P,  f     °'       "^l^^f  •  ^"^y^  begins 

tnlZ^^-  the  water,  and  the  numbe?  of 

nZtV^  astomshmg.  Tfeey  seem  to  rise  and  fly 
upstream,   shape    identical   with    their  English 

oloT'  1^*^  "^^^  "^"^h  darker  iS 

TITa-  ^.  had  considerable  difficulty  in  producing 

"s  I  canT.  L  ^        stream  only,  as  far 

Inth  of  M^^^^^u-  ^1^^^  hatches  out  in  the 
month  of  May,  which  is  caUed  the  Mayfly  there, 


but  belongs  to  the  Stonefly  genus  (we  have  the 
genuine  Stonefly  on  many  of  our  waters).  It  is 
large  and  fat,  light  in  colour,  and  comes  out  at 
times  in  swanns.  The  natives  say  that  it  passes 
through  three  stages  in  transformation,  hut  I  only 
saw  it  in  the  perfect  state  dropping  its  eggs  in  the 
water.  It  is  a  clumsy  insect,  and  frequently  gets 
caught  in  this  act  by  the  rapid-flowing  water,  and 
is  carried  down  several  yards  before  it  can  rise 
again.  Strange  to  say,  the  trout  do  not  seem  to 
care  for  it  at  this  time,  although  earlier  they  are 
said  to  rise  freely  to  it. 

"  We  have  two  flies  which  are  more  or  less  like  the 
English  March  brown  :  one,  a  pale  chocolate  colour, 
rises  in  limestone  streams  at  a  low  elevation  in  late 
March  or  early  April;  the  other,  smaller,  with 
brown  body  and  narrow  golden  rings,  rises  in 
mountain  streams  usually  in  May.  It  is  quite 
dark  at  first,  but  groM's  lighter  ^vith  warmer 
weather.  It  is  a  beautiful  insect,  and  its  transfor- 
mation is  a  beautiful  golden  shimmer  with  sparkling 
gauzy  wings,  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  quite 
prominent  eyes  of  a  bluish  shade. 

•'  Most  of  the  spring  duns  are  much  larger  than 
yours,  and  display  at  least  as  great  a  range  of  colour. 
Dry-fly  fishing  is  gaining  ground  every  year,  but 
some  men  persist  in  using  two  flies.  I  have  heard 
a  great  deal  of  the  success  of  one  gentleman  who  is 
said  always  to  fish  dry,  and  nearly  always  with  a 
coachman  as  dropper.  I  should  like  xexj  much  to 
see  him  at  work.  I  usually  fish  dry  with  a  small 
dun,  and  one  fly  is  all  I  can  cock  properly.  At 
times  it  is  a  great  waste  of  time  to  fish  dry, 
especially  early  in  the  season. — Yours  truly, 

"  Theodore  Gordon." 

Mr.  R.  Townsend  Warner,  in  his  interesting  little 
work  on  "Winchester,"  just  published  in  Messrs. 
Geo.  Bell  &  Sons'  series  of  "  Handbooks  to  the 
Great  Public  Schools,"  gives  but  a  meagre  refer- 
ence to  the  fishing  there.    It  is  as  follows  :— 

Among  miscellaneous  occupations  may  be  mentioned 
fishing.  A  stretch  of  the  Itchen  flows  close  by 
college ;  and,  though  Itchen  trout  are  difficult  to  catch 
good  practice  may  be  had  in  dry-fly  throwing,  and  a 
person  who  has  even  a  slight  success  on  the  Itchen 
may  be  sure  of  doing  well  on  easier  waters.  Consider- 
able execution  has,  indeed,  been  known  to  have  been 
done  on  Itchen  trout  with  a  live  minnow— it  is 
magnificent,  but  it  is  not  allowed. 

Mr.  Warner  seems  to  know  more  about  it  than 
appears  on  the  surface.  But  what  would  Lord 
Northbrook  and  Sir  Edward  Grey  say  to  it  ? 

A  Self-Burying  Fish, 
Under  the  heading  "A  Self -Burying  Fish  "  the 
Spectator  publishes  an  interesting  letter  from  Mr. 
Edward  Tregear,  of  Wellington,  N.Z.  Mr.  Tregear 
IS,  of  course,  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  mud- 
fish is  new  to  naturalists.  Dr.  Giinther  describes 
them  briefly  in  his  great  work  '  'An  Introduction  to 
the  Study  of  Fishes,"  published  in  1880.  and  the 
Field  and  Fishing  Gazette  have  also  published 
notes  on  them  at  different  times.  All  the  same,  we 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  Tregear,  who  seems  to  wi-ite 
from  personal  knowledge  of  the  fish.    He  says 

"  A  fish  of  curious  habits  exists  in  New  Zealand  and 
as  It  has  apparently  hitherto  escaped  the  notice  of 
naturalists;  you  will,  perhaps,  admit  a  brief  account  of 
It.  The  fish  is  called  by  the  Maories  the  kakaivai 
its  habitat  is  very  extensive  in  the  North  Island,  and  it 
may  be  found  on  the  Wairarapa  Plains,  the  Forty-mile 
Bush,  etc.  It  IS  generally  discovered  when  a  man  is 
digging  out  rabbits  or  making  post-holes  in  the  summer 
time,  and  it  lies  at  a  depth  of  a  foot  or  two  feet  under 
the  soil.  The  character  of  the  soil,  whether  sandy  or 
loamy,  does  not  seem  to  matter.  The  fish  is  from  two 
to  three  inches  long,  silvery,  shaped  like  a  minnow 
but  rather  more  slender  and  tapering.  It  appears  to 
be  dead  when  exhumed,  and  if  dug  up  in  the  summer 
and  put  into  water  it  dies  at  once.  If,  however  it  is 
brought  to  daylight  in  May  or  early  June  (the  ekd  of 
autumn),  when  the  rains  are  beginning  to  make  the 
soil  thoroughly  wet,  and  put  into  a  tub  of  water  a 
curious  thing  happens.  After  a  day  or  two  it  casts  its 
skm,  which  sinks  to  the  bottom,  and  the  fish  plays 
about  bright  and  lively.  When  dug  up  in  summer 
there  appears  to  be  a  growth  of  skin,  or  perhaps  of  a 
dry  gummy  exudation,  which  seals  up  the  bead  and 
gills  Apparently  this  enables  it  to  sestivate  through 
the  dry  weather,  and  seals  the  fish  as  an  Indian  fakir 
is  sealed  up  before  he  goes  in  for  a  long  fasting  burial. 
Of  course  in  winter  there  must  be  marshy  spots  or 
pools  m  which  the  fish  can  swim  and  propagate  but 
often  all  evidence  of  such  natation  disappears  in 
summer,  and  the  hot,  dry,  waterless  plain  seems  the 
last  place  on  earth  in  which  to  find  a  fish.  When  the 
skm  is  east  off  vivid  little  spots  of  red  appear  on  the 


body,  80  that  some  people  have  said  that  the  fish.is  a 
small  trout.  This  is  not  the  case  (although  they  arc 
now  used  as  bait  for  trout) ;  the  kakawai  was  well 
known  to  the  natives  ages  before  trout  were  introduced 
from  England-well  known,  although  the  name  bv 
some  chance  has  been  missed  in  making  the  Maori 
dictionaries,  just  as  naturalists  have  missed  noticing 
the  fish."  ° 

The  Late  Lord  Armstrong  was  an  Angler. 

Lord  Armstrong's  principal  sport  was  angling, 
and  he  was  an  adept  at  that  art ;  though  even  in 
this  pastime  (the  Yorkshire  Post  notes)  his 
inventive  genius  manifested  itself,  and  Lord  Ann- 
strong  fished  the  Coquet  with  improved  tackle,  and 
carried  a  bait  basket  of  his  own  invention,  in  which 
the  minnow  was  kept  at  a  lower  temperature  than 
that  of  the  surroimding  atmosphere.  Perhaps  his 
most  notable  achievement  as  a  wielder  of  the  fishing 
rod  was  his  capture,  on  June  8, 1841,  of  a  trout  in  the 
Coquet,  near  Rothbiu-y,  which  measured  23J  inches 
m  length  and  12^  inches  in  gii-th,  and  weighed 
41b.  7oz.  It  was  taken  in  fair  angling  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  in  a  state  of  the  water 
unusually  low  and  clear. 


The  German  Angler  Zcitujig  has  some  very 
complimentary  remarks  about  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
which  I  am  too  modest  to  translate.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  after  giving  a  full  description  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  its  contents,  the  writer  says  what  a 
fine  thmg  it  would  be  if  German  anglers  had  a 
paper  like  it.   

A  Triumph  of  Fish  Culture. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Fisheries 
Society,  Dr.  James,  one  of  the  members,  bore  wit- 
ness to  the  grand  work  done  by  the  means  of 
artificial  fish  breeding,  as  follows  : — 

Our  laws  in  Pennsylvania  are  food-fish  protective. 
We  have  two  of  the  larger  streams  running  through 
the  state,  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna.  Twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago,  about  fifteen  perhaps,  the  value  of 
the  shad  caught  in  the  Delaware  River  was  about  $75 
annually— that  is,  about  the  entire  valuation  of  the 
shad  that  were  sold ;  but  by  having  the  laws  arranged 
so  as  to_  have  a  closed  season,  and  by  the  svstem  of 
hatcheries— we  have  a  fine  shad  hatchery  in'^Bristol 
where  we  propagated  about  ten  millions  'of  eggs  this 
year— the  income  is  now  between  $700,000  and 
$900,000,  very  nearly  a  million  dollars  from  shad 
alone,  and  $43,000  from  saknon. 

The  President :  That  is  shad  ? 

Dr.  James  :  Yes,  shad  alone.  Now  that  is  simpiv 
to  show  how  the  laws  can  be  made  for  one  fish  or  fo'r 
another  or  for  all.  I  think  by  the  laws  of  Penn.sylvania 
we  do  not  now  plant  any  carp  at  all,  but  with  brook 
trout  and  rainbow  trout  we  fill  the  trout  streams 
everv  vear. 


Another  Fishing  Register. 
Mr.  Frank  Cushny  sends  me  a  very  nicely 
arranged  and  neatly  got  up  book  for  registering  take's 
of  fish  of  all  kinds  (size  9in.  by  Siiii.)  Of  com-se, 
a  great  many  anglers  doubtless  use  the  diary  pages 
at  the  end  of  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox's  "  Angler's  Diary 
and  Gazetteer,"  which  is  published  annually  by 
Mr.  Horace  Cox,  and  is  so  generally  useful.  But 
many  may  prefer  a  separate  record  which  will  last 
for  years,  like  that  designed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope, 
Mr.  Kent,  and  this  new  one  of  Mr.  Cushny,  who 
says  :— 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  forvfarding  vou  a  specimen  of 
the  form  of  angling  diary  which  I  use. 

The  design  is  my  own,"  and  was  executed  for  me  bv 
Mr.  Edward  Stanford,  26  and  27,  Cockspur-street,  to 
whom  I  gave  the  pattern,  so  that  anyone  who  takes  a 
fancy  to  it  can  be  supplied  bv  asking  for  "  Mr.  Frank 
Cushny's"  pattern.  Beyond  the  two  dozen  copies 
which  I  procured  for  myself  and  a  few  friends,  I  have 
no  interest  in  this  diary,  one  way  or  other.  I  think  it 
can  be  much  improved  on,  but  at  the  same  time 
ventm-e  to  hold  the  view  that  it  has  some  good  point. 

It  IS  handy— in  size  and  bulk,  the  bait-fishing  and 
fly-fishing  entries  are  in  different  sections,  and  the 
third  section,  sea  fishing,  has  the  headings  left  blan  k 
so  can  be  used  either  as  a  register  for  shooting,  sea 
fishing,  or  angling  in  foreign  waters.— Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  Cushnt.  " 
Mr.  Cushny's  book  is  in  three  parts,  the  first 
devoted  to  pages  for  registering  takes  of  general 
fresh-water  fish,  with  spaces  for  '•  Memoranda," 
"  Date,"  "  Water,"  "  Notes,"  "  Tackle  and  Bait " ; 
and  a  second  part  is  reserved  for  registering  baskets 
made  when  fly  fishing  for  any  of  the  sahnonidae  ; 
and  the  last  part  is  for  registering  takes  of  sea  fish, 
or  can  be  used  as  a  shooting  register,  as  the  headings 
are  left  blani.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  FlSHma  GAZETTE 
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AN  EVENING  IN  THE  BOLAN. 


By  The  Duffer. 
T  AM  an  enthusiastic  angler,  but*  I  am  a  dufler. 
Every  week  I  read  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  am 
tilled  with  wonder  and  envy  at  the  magnificent 
success  with  which  41b.  trout  and  21b.  roach  are 
beguiled  to  their  doom.  The  trout  mostly  hit  my 
fly  with  their  tails  in  a  contemptuous  way,  and  the 
best  I  ever  caught  was  captured  with — but  that  is 
another  story.  It  has  always  been  my  desire  to 
meet  with  unsophisticated  fish,  and  many -a  long 
jom-ney  have  I  taken  in  hopes  of  discovering  them. 
I  love  fishing,  but  I  do  like  to  catch  a  fish  now  and 
again.  Once  I  found  fish  who  knew  notliing,  and 
this  was  the  way  of  it.  Many  years  ago,  during 
the  Afghan  War,  I  was  ordered  to  march  up  the 
Bolan  Pass.  In  those  days  it  was  a  difficult  and 
even  somewhat  dangerous  journey.  Eight  days 
from  Sibi  to  Quetta  at  least.  In  the  first  marcli 
the  river  Bolan  had  to  be  forded  thirteen  times,  and 
those  who  have  superintended  the  fording  of  a  river 
half  in  flood  by  two  hundred  bullock  carts  will  know 
that  we  had  no  easy  day.  It  was  not,  however,  till 
the  evening  of  the  second  day  that  I  got  my  fishing. 
The  kind  of  enthusiast  I  am  may  be  noted  by  the 
fact  that,  though  limited  to  801b.  of  baggage,  I  had 
tucked  away  a  fly-book  which  had  served  me  when 
I  was  failing  to  catch  fish  in  Devonshire  and 
several  other  places  where  trout  know  too  much. 
The  day  had  been  hot,  and  the  march  up  the  pass 
had  been  weary  and  tiring.  Bullocks  are  slow 
travellers,  and  in  the  state  of  the  pass  at  that  time 
I  was  afraid  to  lea\e  my  train  of  carts  and  ride  on 
ahead.  The  place  we  halted  at  was  named 
Khundilani,  and  close  to  the  bungalow,  which  the 
Government  had  built  for  officers  marching  up  and 
down  on  duty,  the  river  flowed  into  a  beautiful  pool. 
To  hear  the  rush  and  ripple  of  the  water  was 
delightful  after  a  hard  and  hot  day,  and  I  sat  on  a 
big  boulder  and  smoked  a  pipe  while  I  watched  the 
water  idly.  Presently  the  surface  was  broken  by  a 
ring  and  the  familiar  "  phlogs,"  then  another  and 
another — the  fish  were  rising  freely  and  boldly.  ■  I 
oould  stand  it  no  longer  ;  these  gentlemen  were  the 
untrained  fisli  I  had  dreamed  of.  I  got  out  a  hook 
and  line,  and  with  a  white  feather  made  up  aithing 
between  a  white  moth  and  an  elephant.  I  had  a 
bundle  of  polo  canes  I  was  taking  up  for  the 
Quetta  Polo  Club,  and  one  of  these  I  rigged  up  by 
tying  the  line  to  the  top.  A  polo  cane  gives  no 
means  of  making  an  artistic  cast,  but  the  first  time 
the  fly  touched  the  water  there  was  a  flash,  and  I 
was  on  to  a  fish.  I  struck  sharply,  forgetting  the 
nature  of  the  rod,  and  a  silvery  fish  of  about  6oz. 
flew  right  out  over  my  head.  The  next  throw — cast 
I  cannot  call  it — was  equally  successful — indeed, 
more  so,  for  my  next  catch  was  a  nice  Jib.  fish  ;  and 
so  the  game  went  on.  I  had  formd  the  fish  of  my 
dreams,  and  for  an  hour  or  more  I  caught  them  freely. 
They  rose  like  trout,  and  fought  gamely,  but  were 
not  trout.  We  now  proceeded  to  view  the  Bolan 
River.  There  the  spell  was  broken,  and  they  stopped, 
but  I,  who  had  never  caught  more  than  five  or  six 
trout  on  any  given  occasion  before,  had  twenty-two 
nice  fish  weighing  about  141b.  I  always  meant  to 
try  the  river  again,  and  other  men  I  know  did  witli 
success,  but  when  next  I  passed  the  spot  it  was  as  a 
feeble  object  in  a  dooly,  and  I  have  never  seen 
the  place  again. 


MESSRS.   BURBERRY'S  SPECIAL  OFFER. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement  columns, 
Messrs.  Burberry,  who  are  making  such  a  good 
name  for  themselves  as  sportsmen's  outfitters  in 
weatherproof  garments,  etc.,  are  for  a  limited  period 
offering  discounts,  varying  from  15  per  cent,  to 
50  per -cent.,  to  cash  purchasers.  This  is  an  op- 
portunity which  should  not  be  missed  by  those 
who  want  first-rate  goods  at  greatly  reduced  rates. 
In  the  case  of  this  house  it  can  truly  be  said  that 
both  quality  and  design  are  first-rate. 


Bait,  Bream.— Maiden  lob  worms,  well  scoured  in 
moss  for  several  days  previous  to  using ;  ground  baiting 
with  same.  You  can  also  use  greaves,  ground  baiting 
with  same ;  the  latter  must  be  chopped  up  and  boiled 
until  quite  soft.'  Be  careful  not  to  overdo  the  ground 
baiting.  About  a  quarter  at  night,  or  very  early  in 
the  morning,  for  three  days  before  fishing  will  do. 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


THE   RIGMADENi  FISHERY,  KIRKBY 
LONSDALE,  WESTMORLAND. 

One  of  the  most  promising  features  in  the  angling 
outlook  at  this  beginning  of  the  twentieth  centuiy 
is  the  enlargement  of  existing  and  the  opening  up 


inches  and  13  inches  and  yearlings  of  6  inches 
and  7  inches  fed  on  it.  He  does  not  advise  its  use 
for  fish  under  six  months  old. 

We  think  that  it  is  a  pity  Mr.  Wilson  found  he 
was  unable  to  carry  out  some  ideas  he  had  when 
he  began  to  sell  trout.  For  instance,  when  he  entered 
the  field  of  commercial  Tpisciculture  he  advocated 
the  selling  of  fish  for  stocking  purposes  by  weight  ; 


RiGMADEN  House. 


The  Rigmaden  Fishery  Two-Year-Old  Ponds,  with 
Cress  Beds  between. 


of  new  fish-breedmg  establishments.  One  of  those 
established  within  the  last  few  years  is  the  Rig- 
maden Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  right  in  the  heart 
of  a  fine  fishing  district. 

The  proprietor,  Mr.  C.  W.  Wilson,  is  a  great 
believer  in  the  peptonised  fish  meal  called  "  Pepto," 
and  he  says  that  instead  of  making  the  fish  small, 
as  Mr.  Fielding  states,  he  finds  the  very  reverse  to 
be  the  case,  and  has  plenty  of  two-year-olds  of  12 


but,  strange  to  say,  neither  then  nor  now  has  this 
suggestion  been  accepted  by  his  co-pisciculturists 
or  customers.  Realising,  therefore,  the  foolishness 
of  forcing  on  the  public  that  which  they  do  not 
wish  or  ask  for,  he  decided  to  adopt  another 
method  of  arriving  at  the  same  result,  while  falling 
in  with  the  wishes  of  his  customers.  This  is  the 
principle  of  selling  fish  ahsolutelij  by  minimum 
laeasurement. 


January  10,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


By  referring  to  his  list  of  prices  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  is  offering  his  stock  in  both  the  yearling 
and  two-year-old  stages,  so  classed  that  the  fish  in 
any  consignment  are  a  very  level  lot ;  thus  a  pur- 
chaser of  100  yearlings  of  from  5  inches  to  6  inches 


that  swims,  and  its  delicate  flesh  forms  dainty 
food.  Personally,  I  consider  it  to  be  the  only  fish 
worth  i^utting  into  reservoir,  lake,  or  pond,  and  as 
it  requires  less  oxygen  than  other  trout  it  will 
thrive  in  these  and  in  deep,  slow-running  rivers, 


Fry  Pond  and  Hatching  House  at  Rigmaden, 


gets  fish  of  that  size,  and  none  imder  5  inches, 
whereas,  in  many  cases,  100  fish  of  from  3  inches 
to  6  inches  means  a  large  number  of  the  minimum 
size  and  very  few  of  the  maximum.    If  he  sends 


where  Fario  would  perish ;  indeed,  it  will  succeed 
in  almost  any  water  where  such  fish  as  perch  can 
live." 

We  give  some  views  at  the  Eigmaden  Fishery. 


Feeding  Two-Yeab-Old_Fish,_6  inches  .long,  at  Rigmaden, 


out  fish  of  from  3  J  inches  to  4  inches  he  charges 
for  them  as  such,  and  does  not  make  the  presence 
of  half  a  dozen  or  so  much  larger  fish  an  excuse 
for  a  higher  charge — a  practice  in  some  quarters 
which  we  know  has  resulted  in  loss  of  orders  for 
further  supplies  of  fish. 

The  Rigmaden  ponds  are  so  constructed  that 
Mr.  Wilson  can  thin  and  sort  at  any  stage  of  growth, 
and,  if  they  choose  to  do  so,  intending  purchasers 
may  inspect  the  various  classifications  of  fish  in 
the  several  ponds,  and  may  even  see  the  fish  loaded 
into  the  carriers. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  firm  believer  in  plenty  of 
cascades  for  aerating  the  water  supply  to  his 
ponds,  and  in  a  healthy  and  abundant  supply  of 
vegetable  life.    He  claims  that— 

"  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  throughout  the 
whole  fishery  the  fish  in  each  pond  have  an  equal 
chance  of  thriving,  and,  what  is  of  inestimable 
value,  have  a  constant  and  ample  supply  of  natural 
food.  In  the  result  the  trout  I  offer  for  sale  this 
season  are  fine  healthy  fellows,  and  will  render  a 
good  account  of  themselves  wherever  they  may  go." 

Of  the  rainbow  trout  Mr.  Wilson  says  : — 

"  It  grows  at  least  twice  as  quickly  as  any  other 
trout,  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  gamest  fish 


CASTING  FEOM  THE  NOTTING- 
HAM EBEL.* 


One  of  the  most  enjoyable  methods  of  fishing  is 
that  known  as  "  spuming,"  and,  next  to  fly  fishing, 
is,  I  think,  the  most  artistic  form  of  angling  for 
salmon,  trout,  pike,  or  other  fish  which  will  take  a 
mo^dng  bait,  natural  or  artificial. 

It  is  not  my  intention  in  this  paper  to  speak  of 
this  fascinating  subject,  further  than  to  refer  to  it 
as  occasion  may  arise,  and  I  particularlj'  wish  to 
impress  upon  you  that  I  am  not  posing  before  you 
this  evening  as  an  authority  upon  the  use  of  the 
Nottingham  reel,  nor  do  I  ask  you  to  accept  any 
theory  I  may  submit  as  being  absolutely  correct, 
final,  or  decisive  ;  but  I  do  hope  my  remarks,  when 
I  sit  down,  may  induce  a  discussion  upon  the 
subject  which  will  give  just  that  touch  of  interest 
necessary  when  any  paper  of  a  teclmical  nature  is 
read.  And  I  ask  you  to  remember  that  every  one 
of  the  statements  I  shall  make  represents  my  own 
individual  ideas,  and  whether  thej-  agree  or  differ 

*  A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Societv,  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emerv,  on 
Jan.  15,  1901. 


with  other  and  abler  exponents  of  the  sulijcct  is 
quite  a  matter  of  chance,  as  I  have  made  absolutely 
no  references  ;  and  yet  I  venture  to  hope  that 
some  of  the  details  I  shall  give — results  of  experi- 
ments and  years  of  experience — may  prove  useful 
to  sonic  of  you  at  some  time. 

By  the  term  "  Nottingham  reel,"  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  paper,  is  understood  the  ordinary 
centre  pin  reel,  and  whether  made  in  wood,  vul- 
canite, or  metal  is  immaterial.  I  have  not  studied 
its  history  sufficiently  to  say  why  it  is  so  called. 
It  may  be  on  account  of  Nottingham  being  one  of 
the  principal  centres  of  its  manufacture,  or  it  may 
be  from  a  certain  style  of  fishing  practised  on  the 
Trent  in  which  this  make  of  reel  is  very  generally 
used.  Anyway,  wherever  it  is  used,  it  is  known  as 
the  Nottingham  reel. 

Very  great  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  last  few  years,  especially  in  the  direction  of 
lightness,  a  most  essential  feature  in  a  reel  for 
successful  casting. 

The  Nottingham  reel  is  now  used  by  many 
anglers  in  fly  fishing,  and,  personally,  I  very  much 
prefer  it  to  the  orthodox  fly  reel.  I  think  the 
pleasure  of  playing  a  fish,  especially  a  big  one,  is 
infinitely  greater  with  a  free-running  reel,  having  a 
good-sized  drum,  than  with  the  slower  action  metal 
reel.  I  have  used  it  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  and 
have  played  many  a  good  fish  of  both  kinds,  in 
some  cases  under  most  difficult  conditions,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  where  any  objection  to  it  can  be 
found.  Of  course,  it  goes  without  saying  that  it 
must  have  a  powerful  check,  which,  if  the  full 
advantage  of  the  reel  is  to  be  appreciated,  must  be 
removed  immediately  the  fish  is  struck,  and  it  is 
also  a  sine  qua  non  that  the  angler  be  thoroughly 
master  of  it  (the  reel),  otherwise  the  first  rush  of  a 
fish  would,  I  am  afraid,  end  in  a  catastrophe. 

There  are  several  methods  of  casting  a  line  in 
spinning,  and  perhaps  the  best  kno\vn  is  the 
Thames  style,  or  coiling  the  line  on  the  ground 
before  making  the  cast.  The  disadvantages  of  this 
style  are  so  many  and  so  obvious  that  I  need  not 
refer  to  them  :  they  are,  no  doubt,  well  known  to  all 
of  you. 

Another  method  is  a  sort  of  compromise  between 
the  Thames  and  Nottingham  styles.  The  line,  in  this 
case,  is  drawn  off  the  reel  and  coiled  into  a  basket 
himg  at  the  angler's  side,  and  cast  from  there,  and  is 
recovered  by  hand  into  the  basket.  This  is  an 
improvement  upon  the  Thames  style,  and  is  useful 
when  the  banks  are  fringed  with  reeds,  or  in  wading, 
but  it  entails  the  very  awkward  detail  of  a  basket. 

Recovering  the  line  into  the  palm  of  the  hand  is 
a  graceful  and  very  useful  way  of  dealing  with  the 
matter,  but  very,  very  few  can  do  it  satisfactorily.  It 
has  the  disadvantage  that  a  lot  of  loose  line  is  oH' 
the  reel  when  a  fish  is  struck.  This  is  especially 
the  case  in  pike  fishing,  when  it  frequently  happens 
that  a  fish  will  take  the  bait  close  into  the  bank, 
and  when  most  of  the  line  is  in  the  angler's  hand, 
of  course.  Tliis  objection  applies  equally  to  both 
of  the  other  styles  I  have  mentioned. 

(It  must  be  remembered  that  I  am  speaking  of 
spinning,  not  of  live  baiting.) 

But  in  each  of  these  methods  the  reel  plays  no 
part,  at  least  not  until  the  fish  is  hooked,  and  even 
then,  for  reasons  I  have  referred  to,  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  use  it. 

There  is  another  system  of  casting  now  very 
generally  used,  known  as  casting  from  the  reel, 
which  in  my  opinion — and  I  think  I  may  safely  say  in 
the  opinion  of  every  one  who  has  adopted  it — is 
incomparably  superior  to  any  other  style  of  casting 
a  line  when  spinning ;  for  as  the  fly  of  the  fly 
fisherman  is  in  direct  touch  with  his  reel,  so  is  the 
bait  of  the  man  who  casts  it  direct,  and  from  the 
moment  it  leaves  the  point  of  the  rod  imtU  it  is 
again  in  position  for  the  next  cast  there  is  never  a 
single  yard  of  line  which  is  not  under  complete  and 
immediate  control,  and  in  direct  connection  with 
the  reel. 

The  art  of  casting  from  the  reel  is  not  altogether 
an  easy  one,  yet  it  is  not  really  difiicult,  and  I 
think  if  the  suggestions  I  shall  endeavour  to  give 
are  remembered  the  inevitable  initial  difficulties 
will  be  quite  easily  overcome. 

In  the  first  place,  the  reel  is  the  most  important 
factor  to  be  considered,  and  I  have  found  a  3Jin. 
diameter  reel  is  the  best  size  for  salmon  or  pike  ; 
and  the  lighter  the  better,  due  regard  being  given 
to  strength,  and  these  two  conditions  in  combina- 
tion are  only  to  be  found  in  the  very  best  reels, 
among  the  very  best  of  which  may  be  mentioned 
Hardy's  "  Silex,"  Slater's  '•  Combination,"  Coxen's 
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"Ai-iel,"  and  a  reel  I  have  seen  callecl  the 
"  Wellesley,"  but  I  do  not  know  the  maker's  name. 
Casting  from  any  one  of  these  is  a  real  j^leasure. 
.  I  prefer  a  quite  open  drum — that  is,  without  cross 
bars  or  line  guides  ;  at  the  same  time,  there  ia  no 
objection  to  these  accessories — they  do  not  influence 
success  or  failure. 

The  line  most  pleasant  to  use  is  a  plaited  pure 
silk,  imdressed  in  any  way,  and  the  size  No.  2J 
Theaker's  standard.  This  size  line  will  lift  the 
101b.  dead  weight  (tournament  test),  and  will  hold 
any  fish  likely  to  be  met  with  in  the  rivers  and 
lakes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  rod  I  prefer  for  long  casting  is  one  measm-ing 
12ft.,  and  incidentally  I  might  ventme  the  opinion 
that  a  rod  measuring  in  length  rather  more  than 
twice  as  much  as  the  height  of  the  user  is  the 
correct  length. 

By  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.  I  have 
been  able  to  make  some  experiments  with  rods  of 
various  lengths  from  10ft.  to  13ft.,  and  I  found 
that,  while  it  was  possible  to  cast  a  gi-eater  distance 
with  a  12ft.  rod  than  any  other  length,  yet  it 
was  easier  to  cast  accm-ately  with  one  of  lift.  6in. 

The  result  of  these  experiments  caused  me  to 
form  the  opinion  that  the  length  of  the  rod  should 
be  regulated  by  the  height  of  the  user,  as  I  have 
ah'eady  stated. 

The  spring  of  the  rod  is  also  an  important  point, 
and  satisfactory  results  cannot  be  obtained  with 
one  either  too  stiff  or  too  whippy.  It  is  difficult 
to  describe  a  perfect  rod,  but  one  intended  to  be 
used  for  casting,  say,  a  2ioz.  bait,  which  wiU  show 
a  slight  cm-ve  fi-om  point  to  about  halfway  down 
the  butt  with  a  tight  line  attached  to  a  llb."^  weight 
on  the  floor,  would  be  aboxit  right. 

For  hghter  work,  as  in  spinning  for  trout,  a  Sc- 
inch reel  is  best,  and,  of  course,  a  lighter  rod  and 
line  in  propoi'tion. 

One  more  important  feature  is  the  size  of  the 
rings.  As  a  rule,  the  rings  placed  on  the  rods  by 
makers  are  altogether  too  small.  The  size  I  have 
found  best  is  for  the  rings  nearest  the  winch  to  be 
s  inch  clear  inside  diameter — that  is,  a  threepenny 
piece  will  just  pass  through.  The  other  rings  in 
proportion,  except  the  top  ring,  which  should  be 
the  same  size  as  the  bottom  ring. 

Many  anglers  fix  their  reel  so  that  when  the 
rings  of  the  rod  are  downwards  the  handles  of  the 
reel  are  on  the  left.  This  is  wrong,  except  for  a 
left-hand  user.  The  handles  of  the  reel  should  be 
on  the  right  side. 

Having  described  the  principal  points  which,  in 
my  opinion,  go  to  form  a  correct  construction  of 
rod,  reel,  and  line  for  castmg  in  the  Nottingham 
style,  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  the  method  I 
adopt  in  using  them. 

In  the  fu-st  place,  I  note  carefully  the  spot  where 
the  bait  is  intended  to  fall.  I  then  place  my  right 
foot  at  an  angle  of  90  degrees  to  the  left,  and  my 
left  foot  at  an  easy  angle  still  to  the  left ;  that  is 
to  say,  I  am  standing  exactly  sideways  to  the  spot 
I  have  i)reviously  noted. 

The  bait,  which  should  be  suspended  3  feet  from 
the  point  of  the  rod,  is  then  carried  to  an  obtuse 
angle  as  far  back  to  the  left  as  possible,  and  lowered 
so  that  it  is  within  a  foot  of  the  ground,  and  from 
this  point  the  initial  force  of  the  cast  is  given,  the 
force  increasing  and  culmmating  at  the  right  angle, 
at  which  point  the  brake  is  taken  off  the  reel  and 
the  bait's  flight  commences ;  and  at  this  moment 
the  right  foot  is  brought  to  a  point  in  a  Hue  with 
the  spot  where  the  bait  is  mtended  to  fall,  the  left 
foot  following  in  natural  course,  so  that  when  the 
bait  IS  travelling  to  its  destination  the  operator  is 
facing  the  objective  spot. 

The  rod  is  firmly  grasped  by  the  right  hand  as  far 
forward  as  convenient,  the  button  of  the  rod  resting 
on  the  gi-oin,  which  forms  a  pivoting  point ;  and 
from  this  pouat  it  is  not  removed  until  the  bait  in 
its  flight-has  passed  the  angle  of  60  degrees. 

The  left  hand  clasps  the  reel  from  behind— the 
reel  restmg,  as  it  were,  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  the 
thmub  placed  on  the  top  rim,  just  by  the  fixing 
plate,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth  fingers  on  the  rim  at 
the  bottom.  The  second  finger  passes  over  the 
line  to  the  other  side  on  the  drum  itself— in  fact, 
forming  a  skid  or  brake  acting  on  the  bottom  edge 
of  the  revolvmg  drmn.  This  finger  must  always  be 
upon  the  drum  imtil  the  bait  actually  touches  the 
water,  regulating  its  speed  so  that  at  no  period  of 
the  flight  of  the  bait  is  it  allowmg  an  inch  of  slack 
Ime.  Herem  hes  the  secret  of  the  cause  of  the  over- 
running, and  only  constant  practice  will  give  that 
dehcacy  of  touch  necessary  exactly  to  regulate  the 


speed  of  the  reel,  as  several  different  pressures  of 
brake-power  are  necessary  between  the  time  of  the 
bait  leaving  the  rod  until  it  reaches  its  destination, 
and  it  is  this  fact  which  has  hitherto  proved  an  in- 
surmountable difficulty  in  the  application  of  a 
mechanical  brake,  but,  when  once  the  regulation  of 
the  speed  of  the  reel  is  overcome,  everything  else  is 
easy. 

The  initial  force  of  the  cast  is  of  course  regulated 
by  the  distance  at  which  the  bait  is  intended  to  reach, 
but  whether  gi-eat  or  small  it  is  commenced  at  the 
farthest  point  of  the  obtuse  angle,  and  completed 
when  the  rod  reaches  the  right  angle.  No  force  can 
be  given  after  the  rod  has  reached  this  angle — that 
is,  if  the  bait  is  intended  to  fall  in  a  line  with  the 
right  foot,  or,  in  other  words,  in  front  of  the 
angler. 

If  the  force  is  continued  beyond  the  right  angle 
the  bait  %vill  faU  just  so  much  to  the  right  of  the 
angler,  and  if  discontmued  before  reaching  that 
angle  just  so  much  to  the  left. 

The  force  is  imparted  with  a  swing,  not  with  a 
jerk.  This  is  most  important.  The  bait  must  be 
quite  stationary,  and  the  angler  must  "feel"  it 
before  he  commences  to  make  the  cast.  A  jerky 
force  will  not  sustain  itself,  a  swinging  graduated 
force  will, 

In  making  a  cast  the  question  of  trajectory  must 
be  carefully  borne  in  mind,  and  it  cannot  easily  be 
made  too  high  if  a  long  cast  is  intended. 

To  the  no\ace  I  recommend  that  instead  of 
casting  towards  a  pomt  on  the  water  he  make  his 
cast  towards  the  sky. 

I  am  quite  serious  in  this,  and  I  cannot  too 
earnestly  enforce  the  point. 

Eemember  always  to  cast  upwards,  the  higher 
the  better.  The  result  will  be  a  surprise.  There 
is  no  danger  of  hitting  the  sky,  but  the  bait  will 
travel. 

I  have  seen  a  great  many  anglers  make  their  first 
attempts  to  cast  from  the  reel,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  the  bait  strikes  the  ground  somewhere 
about  10  yards  away,  and  the  force  imparted  is 
sufficient  to  carry  it  60  or  70  yards  at  least.  The 
result  is  the  reel  is  rumiing  at  a  \'ery  great  speed, 
which  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  is  not  checked,  and 
a  beautiful  silk  cocoon  is  spun  in  a  time  that  would 
make  the  most  industrious  silkworm  wonder. 

Again  my  advice  is,  cast  high.  Don't  use  too 
much  force — give  a  gentle,  graduating  swing — and 
keep  your  second  finger  on  the  reel ;  do  not  check  the 
reel  suddenly,  or  the  bait  will  come  back  to  your 
feet,  or  at  any  rate  the  tackle  will — the  bait  will 
probably  have  gone  into  space. 

The  beginner  should  never  atteinpt'long-distance 
casts,  but  make  himself  master  of  the  reel  at  short 
distances  of,  say,  80  to  40  yards :  when  this  is  done 
the  distance  can  be  increased  ad  lib. 

I  have  said  that  the  button  of  the  rod  should 
rest  on  the  groin,  but  this,  as  every  other  detail  I 
have  mentioned,  is  simply  a  'description  of  the 
method  I  adopt  i)ersonaliy.  The  very  best  ex- 
ponent of  the  art  of  casting  from  the  reel  I  have 
ever  seen — Mr.  H.  W.  Little,  of  Twickenham — 
does  not,  I  believe,  use  the  groin  as  a  pivot,  but 
keeps  the  rod  clear  from  the  body,  and  if  it  is  the 
good  fortime  of  any  gentleman  present  to  watch 
him  casting  he  will  be  surprised  at  the  great 
distance  he  reaches  with  scarcely  any  apparent 
effort. 

Among  other  perfect  exponents  of  the  art  I  have 
met  is  Mr.  David  Slater,  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd,  Mr. 
Wellman,  and  last,  but  perhaps  the  best  of  all, 
Mr.  E.  Andrews,  of  Maidenhead.  To  watch  any 
one  of  these  experts  is  a  treat  to  the  angler  who 
uses  the  Nottingham  reel. 

Lying  upon  the  table  are  two  of  the  "  ISilex  " 
reels — one  of  them  you  will  note  has  the  drum 
guarded  with  cross  bars,  and  an  outer  rim  with  band 
and  auxiliary  brake.  This  reel  is  about  as  near  per- 
fection as  it  is  possible  to  make  a  reel  for  casting 
direct  from  :  it  is  regulated  by  an  automatic  brake, 
which  for  practical  casting — that  is  to  say,  for  bona 
fide  fishing — is  effective,  and  requires  no  previous 
knowledge  or  experience  to  manipulate,  but  for 
long  casting  it  will  not  do — at  least  I  ought  to  say, 
perhaps,  I  do  not  th  inh  it  will  do.  It  is  possible 
that  in  the  near  future  I  may  be  pi'oved  to  be  quite 
in  eiTOr ;  I  hope  it  may  be  so,  for  it  is  a  splendid 
reel.  The  other  '•  Silex  "  is  the  one  I  use  myself, 
and  is  much  simpler  in  construction :  it  also  has 
an  automatic  brake,  which  is  useful,  but  which  I 
personally  dispense  with  altogether.  It  has  no 
guards  or  cross  bars,  and  the  brake  power  can  be 
applied  with  the  finger,  an  impossibility  in  the 


other  form.  As  you  know,  very  long  casts  can  be 
made  with  it,  I  would  like  to  see  the  check  sub- 
stituted for  the  brake,  and  shall  endeavour  to  get 
Messrs,  Hardy  to  build  me  one  so  fitted. 

Slater's  "  Combination "  reel,  which  also  lies 
before  you,  is  in  my  opinion  far  and  away  the  best 
of  all  the  Nottingham  reels  for  casting  from  direct. 
I  have  used  it  for  very  many  years,  and  still  do  so 
for  ordinary  work,  and  am  conservative  enough  to 
wish  for  nothing  better. 

This  paper  would  be  obviously  incomplete  with- 
out some  reference  to  the  longest  casts  made  from 
the  reel  in  public  competition,  but  I  must  be  very 
brief  in  my  reference,  as  I  feel  your  patience  must 
almost  be  exhausted. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  record  of  cast- 
ing from  the  reel  prior  to  the  year  1888,  but  in  that 
>  ear  some  very  fine  casts  were  made,  Mr,  H,  W, 
Little  making  the  best,  of  58  yards  6  inches,  with  a 
If-oz,  bait.  In  the  year  1890  this  distance  was 
exceeded  by  21  inches,  and  by  the  same  gentleman. 

In  the  tournament  held  at  Wimbledon  on  May 
9,  1896,  a  new  record  was  made  in  the  l|-oz,  com- 
petition of  68  yards  6  inches,  and  in  the  1k-oy.. 
competition  of  71  yards  1  foot,  both  of  which  stand 
as  world's  records,  A  greater  distance  was  cast  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wood  at  New  York  on  May  26,  1887, 
but  in  this  case  it  was  made  in  the  Thames  style, 
and  not  from  the  reel  direct. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  an  opinion 
that  public  tournaments  held  at  intervals  of  a  few 
years  are  desirable ;  not  only  do  they  prove  a  very 
pleasant  reunion  of  anglers  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  but  they  show  by  practical  demonstration 
the  improvements  made  since  the  preceding  meet- 
ing, for  at  every  successive  tournament  better 
records  are  made,  and  I  think  this  proves  that  real 
improvement  has  been  made  in  tackle — for  I  do  not 
admit  that  these  better  records  are  altogether  due 
to  greater  proficiency  in  the  use  of  tackle,  but  to  a 
great  extent  are  due  to  the  improvement  in  the 
tackle  itself. 

I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  may 
again  see  such  men  as  Enright,  Hardy,  Grant, 
Kerss,  Pringle,  and  others  competing  ;  and  if,  as  is 
likely,  our  American  friends  join  issue,  the  next 
tournament  should  be  very  interesting  indeed. 
Some  old  friends  we  shall  not  see  again,  notably 
Boatie  Stevens  and  Gillson  of  the  Silver  Trouts ; 
but  whenever  the  next  tournament  takes  place 
may  we  who  are  present  to-night  be  there  to  see  it. 


THE  METHUSELAH  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


Few  will  need  any  introduction  to  the  Methuselah 
Angling  Societj^  Was  it  not  established  in  8000  B.C., 
and  have  not  the  members  the  old  minute  books 
to  prove  their  existence  as  a  corporate  society  long 
before  the  Friendly  Waltonians,  their  deadly  ri\'als, 
had  thought  of  anything  about  fish-catching  and 
good  fellowship?  They  were  a  worthy  crowd, 
but  a  trifle  apt  to  get  upon  the  nerves  of  outsiders 
or  new  members.  They  possessed,  perhaps,  owing 
to  the  number  of  years  they  had  been  in  existence, 
a  more  complete  set  of  rules  and  regulations  than 
ever  did  any  public  department ;  and  these  rules 
and  regulations  they  discussed  regularly  at  their 
weekly  social  meetings. 

Perhaps  a  short  description  of  one  of  these 
functions  may  prove  of  interest. 

Taking  the  minutes  of  an  imaginary  meeting  as 
a  text,  and  amj)lifying  in  filaces  the  bald  official 
statement,  is  the  metliod  which  will  give  the  clearest 
idea  of  both  the  meeting  and  tlie  members, 

"  The  Methuselah  Angling  Society. — The  ordinarv 
weekly  meeting  of  tlie  members  was  held  at  tlui 

 ,  tlie  headquarters  of  the  society,  Mr. 

James  Catcall  in  the  chair.  Twenty-two  members 
and  one  visitor  were  present.  The  minutes  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed  " 

(It  should,  however,  be  recorded  that  Mr.  Blackball 
took  exception  to  the  correctness  of  one  paragraph, 
where  Mr.  Jollyboy  had  described  his  take  of  roacli 
as  having  been  bagged  in  "  eight  hours'  fishing."  He 
knew  the  water  well,  and  also  looked  up  the  train 
service,  and  he  was  ready  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jollybo,^' 
could  not  ha\  e  fished  more  than  seven  hours  and 
fifty  minutes.  Mr.  Jollyboy  oflered  to  amend  his 
original  statement,  but  the  chairman  ruled  that, 
"  as  these  minutes  are  a  record  of  Mr.  Jollyboy's 
statement  at  a  previous  meeting,  false  as  the  state- 
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nienfc  was,  still  the  minute  is  correct,  and,  therefore, 
Mr.  Blackball's  objection  falls  to  the  ground.") 

"  Business  arising  out  of  the  minutes  was  then 
taken,  and  a  sub-committee  was  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee  to  go  into  certain  matters 
connected  therewith."    The  matter  really  was  as 
follows.  Mr.  JoUyboy,  still  smarting  fiom  the  injury 
inflicted  on  his  sensibilities  by  the  cold  judicial  tone 
of  the  chairman,  asked  leave  to  amend  his  lishmg 
time  as  recorded  in  the  previous  week's  minutes. 
In  palliation  of  his  misstatement  he  lu-ged  that  he 
had  no  wish  wilfuUy  to  mislead  members  as  to  liis 
actual  fishing  time,  and,  indeed,  had  only  spoken  of 
'*  eight  hours "  as  a  rough  estimate  of  the  time. 
Mr.  Ironwire,  a  legal  member,  at  once  got  on  his 
feet  to  draw  the  chamnan's  attention  to  rule  648, 
read  in  connection  with  bye-law  8002.    He  pointed 
out  that  "  any  member  recording,  or  causing  to  be 
recorded,  any  catch  which  is  incorrectly  described, 
shaJl,  by  so  doing,  render  himself  liable  to  be 
suspended  by  a  general  meeting  of  ten  members." 
Mr.  Jollyboy,  who  had  been  elected  a  member  only  a 
few  weeks  previously,  and  whose  roach  were  the 
first  fish  which  he  had  ever  shown  at  a  meeting  of 
the  society,  rose  again  to  state  that  he  had  not 
intended  to  record  these  fish  at  all,  and  felt  it  hard 
that  Mr.  Blackball  should  have  shown  such  animus 
against  Mm.  Mr.  Blackball  rose  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.    He  himself  had  no  animus  against 
Mr.  JoUyboy,  but  he  had,  in  self-defence,  to  draw 
attention  to  this  misstatement,  as,  according  to 
bye-law  8003,  "Any  member  finding  that  another 
member  has  recorded,  or  caused,  or  is  causing  to  be 
recorded,  any  catch  which  is  incorrectly  described, 
and  does  not  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the 
hon.  sec,  the  committee,  or  the  members  of  the 
society  at  their  next  ordinary  meeting,  shall  thereby 
render  himself  liable  to  be  dealt  with  imder  rule 
406,  as  herebejEore  stated."     Mr.  Smifi'km  here 
bounded  to  bis  feet  and  claimed  the  attention  of 
the   chairman.     Mr.  Blackball,   he   stated,  was 
making  a  most  imworthy  and  unwarranted  attack 
upon  him  ;  he  was  the  member  who  had  proposed 
this  excellent  bye-law,  and  he  could  see  that  Mr. 
Blackball,  who  was  always  opposed  to  law  and 
order,  was  trying  to  bring  ridicule  upon  it. 

Mr.  Nomad,  the  Nottingham  fisher,  said  that 
originally  he  had  no  idea  of  speaking  at  this 
meeting ;  he  really  came  for  a  quiet  pipe  and  the 
pleasui-e  of  listening  for  half  an  hour  to  some  of 
the  angling  experiences.  He  thought  that  the 
next  best  thing  to  going  fishing  oneself  was  to  hear 
all  about  the  day's  sport  from  one  who  had  been. 
He  certainly  had  come  into  the  room  rather  late, 
but  then  he  thought  that  was  the  habit  of  most 
of  the  members.  As  far  as  he  had  heard  the 
discussion,  everything  had  gone  very  pleasantly, 
imtil  Mr.  Smiifkms  stuck  in  his  oar.  Because 
that  gentleman  was  a  member  of  committee,  he 
gave  himself  airs,  and  found  fault  with  other  men 
and  better  speakers,  whom  he  affected  to  look 
down  upon,  mamly,  in  his  (the  speaker's)  opinion, 
because  they  didn't  yank  out  undersized  scripers  on 
20-foot  scaffold  poles.  The  chaurman  here  called 
Mr.  Nomad  to  order,  and  pomted  out  that,  by 
rule  XI. ,  one  of  the  cardinal  Koman-charactered  rules 
of  the  society,  religion  and  politics  were  forbidden 
as  subjects  for  discussion.  He  remarked  that,  by 
the  mmutes  of  a  meeting  held  July  4,  302  B.C., 
Nottmgham  v.  Roach  Pole  had  been  decided  to  be 
a  political  question  ;  and  certamly  these  methods 
had,  m  recent  years,  passed  hato  the  category  of 
rehgions.  He  therefore  felt  it  his  pamful  duty  to 
suspend  Mr.  Nomad  for  three  months,  and  would 
remmd  him  that,  although  permitted  to  attend  the 
society's  meetings,  by  rule  56  (revised  version)  he 
was  unable  to  vote,  drink  toasts,  speak,  or  in  any 
way  add  to  the  conviviality  of  the  evening.  Mr 
Alexandra  Hackle,  the  dry-fly  catcher,  at  once 
protested,  claimmg  that  the  chau-man  had  not 
treated  both  the  disputants  alike,  as  provided  under 
rule  196,  which  stated  that,  "  in  the  event  of  any 
dispute  arising  between  any  two  members  of  the 
society  concerning  any  matter  connected  with  the 
members  should  be  temporarily  sus- 
pended fi-om  the  membership  of  the  society,  pending 
the  decision  of  the  committees  to  whom  the  matter 
shaU  be  forthwith  referred."  The  chairman  ruled 
ium  out  of  order,  and,  in  accordance  with  rule  904, 
and  to  prevent  his  further  speaking,  suspended  bun 
tor  that  evemng.  Several  gentlemen  at  once  jumped 
to  their  feet  and  protested  against  what  they  termed 
arbitary  conduct  "  on  the  part  of  the  chairman,  in 
direct  contravention  of  rule  509,  "  That  the  business 
of  all  meetmgs  of  the  society  shall  be  coqducted  in 


accordance  with,  and  under  the  guidance  of,  the 
rules  and  bye-laws."  The  chairman  pointed  out  that 
the  matter  now  under  discussion  was  not  a  portion 
of  the  business  of  the  evening  proper,  but  really 
arose  out  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting ; 
therefore,  in  accordance  with  rule  97  ("  Before  any 
business  proper  shaU  be  transacted  at  any  weekly 
meeting,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall 
be  read  and  confirmed,  any  business  arising  thereout 
of  being  dealt  with  at  once  "),  he  ruled  that  he  had 
authority  to  keep  order  by  any  proper  means  in  his 
Ijower.    In  order  that  they  might  begin  the  enjoy- 
ment of  one  of  those  peaceful  evenings  to  which 
Mr.  Nomad  had  so  feelingly  referred,  he  would 
suspend  all  who  had  hitherto  spoken,  including 
the  gentlemen  now  on  their  legs.    Mr.  JoUyboy's 
inatter   must    bo   referred    to   a  sub-committee 
of  the  next  committee,  and  would  be  further 
discussed  at   then-  next  social   gathering.  He 
regretted  to  observe  that  Mr.  JoUyboy  had  left 
the  room  in  a  huff.    For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  a  short  discussion,  such  as  they  had  that 
evening  enjoyed,  always  began  a  meeting  well.  As 
he  noticed  that  several  members  (a  voice,  "  Eight  ") 
had  slipped  away,  and  this  was  an  important 
meeting,  he  would  not  detain  them  further,  but 
would  take  the  angling  experiences. 

"  No  members  reported  fishing  experiences,  and, 
as  some  of  those  present  were  ineligible  to  vote, 
the  formal  business  was  postponed  until  the 
following  week.    The  meeting  then  adjourned." 

The  meaning  of  this  paragraph  is  briefly  as 
follows  : 

After  the  chairman  had  concluded  his  remarks 
on  the  JoUyboy  incident,  it  was  found  that,  owing 
to  the  absences,  suspensions,  and  withdrawals, 
only  Mr.  Stimson  and  Mr.  Jorkins  were  eligible  to 
speak.  Mr.  Stiinson,  however,  was  stone-deaf,  and 
never  heard  what  was  said,  and  had,  therefore, 
made  a  practice  of  never  speaking ;  whUe  Mr. 
Jorkins  had  such  a  marked  impediment  in  his 
speech  as  to  make  any  public  effort  painful.  The 
important  business  of  the  evening  was  concerning 
the  breaking  of  the  dam  which  made  the  artificial 
lake  on  the  society's  water.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  bailiff  reported  that  unless  ^6  were  at 
once  spent  in  repairs  the  fishery  would  be  ruined. 
By  rule  309,  however,  "  unless  with  the  consent  of 
an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  members,  the  committee 
shaU  not  have  power  to  vote  a  greater  sum  for  any 
one  object  than  £5."  However,  as  one  did  not 
constitute  a  quorum,  this  matter  had  to  be  post- 
poned imtil  the  next  weekly  meeting.  In  the 
absence  of  anybody  else  the  visitor  (by  an  elastic 
reading  of  rules  315  and  398)  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair,  and  the  meeting  closed. 

This  is  a  fancy  sketch,  but  is,  in  the  writer's 
opinion,  a  forecast  of  what  some  of  the  principal 
societies  are  coming  to.  No  particular  society  is 
meant,  but  several  can  wear  the  cap  if  it  fits.  As 
old  Izaak  says  ;  "  Fishers  should  not  wrangle." 

Chas.  S.  Patterson, 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  BooJc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Geevillb  Fennell.  Edited  and  revised 
by  John  Bickerdyke.) 

CHAPTER  1.* —continued. 
I  HAVE  wandered  away,  and  an  hour  has  passed. 
You  have  done  weU,  my  pupil,  to  catch  seven  good 
roach  at  your  first  attempt  at  Lea  roach  fishing. 
Come,  and  I  will  show  you  another  method. 
Take  the  extra  butt  off  your  rod  and  fix  on  the 
reel.  Your  float  tackle  wUl  do,  but  I  advise  you 
to  take  off  a  shot,  so  as  to  let  the  float  show  a 
little  more  than  it  does  at  present  above  the 
water.  This  shaUow  swim  we  have  come  to  would 
yield  but  few  roach  if  we  were  to  fish  it  by  the 
Lea  method,  which  you  were  just  now  attempting. 
You  might,  perhaps,  land  one  or  two  fish,  but  then 
the  best  of  the  shoal,  being  so  near  to  you,  owing 
to  the  water  being  shallow  and  clear,  would  take 
fright  and  go  away.  We  must  now  try  and  catch 
the  fish  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  j'ards.  The  dis- 
turbance of  landmg  the  roach  wUl  not  then  spoil 
om-  sport,  and  we  shaU  not  be  seen.  To  get  the 
depth  here,  you  obviously  cannot  use  a  plummet. 
Put  your  float  as  nearly  as  you  can  guess  to  the 
right  height,  place  some  gentles  on  yom-  hook,  and 


*  This  first  introductory  chapter  is  by  "  John  Bicker- 
dyke,"    This  should  have  been  noted  last  week. — Ed, 


take  a  swim.  Cast  out  your  tackle  in  front  of  you, 
and  let  the  stream  carry  it  down  the  river  as  far  as 
it  is  necessary  to  fish.  Now  you  wUl  see  one  of 
the  advantages  of  rurming  tackle,  for  you  can  let 
line  off  your  reel,  and  so  let  your  float  and  bait  go 
any  distance  up  to  thirty  yards,  or  even  more,  but 
mucli  less  is  usuaUy  sufficient.  If  your  float  goes 
smoothly  down  the  swnn,  put  it  a  little  higher, 
and  keep  heightening  it  until  the  bait  drags  the 
gi-ound,  which  you  wUl  know  by  the  frequent 
stoppages  and  sinking  of  the  float.  Now  lower 
your  float  two  or  three  inches,  and  you  wUl  have 
the  right  depth.  For  groimd  bait,  break  up  one  of 
the  balls  you  prepared  for  the  other  swim,  and  cast 
in  the  fragments. 

Your  ground  bait  here  must  be  a  little  more 
substantial  than  that  you  used  in  the  pond,  and 
not  quite  so  solid  as  that  you  required  in  the  last 
swim.  You  want  it  to  reach  the  bottom  towards 
the  end  of  the  swim,  and  yet  to  go  as  Uttle  as 
possible  beyond  the  swim.  There  is  a  good  deal 
of  skill  required  to  gi-ound  bait  properly,  as  I 
think  you  can  see.  There !  your  float  went  right 
under,  and  you  did  not  strike.  That  was  a  fish. 
You  will  find  that  they  bite  more  bokUy  in  this 
swim  than  where  you  had  the  fish  imder  the  point 
of  the  rod.  It  is  always  as  weU  to  get  as  far  from 
the  fish  as  you  can.  The  nearer  they  are  to  you 
the  more  shy  you  wUl  find  them.  Bravo  I  you 
have  hooked  a  beauty.  Bring  him  carefully  up  the 
stream,  and  land  him  at  your  feet.  No,  do  not  go 
down  to  him,  or  all  the  fish  which  are  feeding  on 
your  groimd  bait  will  see  you.  Only  in  a  very 
swift  weedy  stream  would  you  go  below  the  swim 
to  land  the  fish,  and  then  you  should  walk  weU 
back  from  the  river  and  keep  as  much  out  of  sight 
of  the  fish  as  possible.  have  fished  the  swim 

out,  and  it  has  produced  a  dozen  roach  of  various 
sizes.  My  pupil  thinks  roach  fishing  is  fine  sport, 
but  he  has  a  good  deal  to  learn  yet. 

We  next  wander  up  to  the  weir  pool,  for  the  sun 
is  so  high  and  the  day  so  bright  that  wo  despair  of 
catching  anything  more  unless  it  be  in  the  tm-bulent 
waters  of  the  weir,  where  the  roughness  on  the  top 
of  the  water  makes  it  dark  below,  and  hides  the 
angler  from  the  fish.  But  by  the  side  of  the  wen- 
we  see  an  unusual  sight.  In  quite  calm,  smooth 
water  a  shoal  of  roach  is  to  be  seen  stationai-y,  and 
midway  between  the  bottom  and  the  surface.  We 
only  put  om-  eyes  and  the  tops  of  om-  heads  over 
the  concrete  wall,  and  the  fish  do  not  notice  us. 
My  pupil  asks  if  they  are  to  be  caught,  and  to  test 
the  question  I  cast  in  a  morsel  of  groimd  bait 
among  them.  It  sinks  slowly  down,  and  a  fish  or 
two  turn  and  seize  some  of  the  fragments.  I 
think  that  we  might  get  some  but  not  many  roach 
out  of  that  shoal,  for,  if  fish  wUl  only  feed,  the  clever 
angler  ought  to  devise  a  way  of  catching  them. 

I  have  caught  fish  once  or  twice  before  under 
similar  curcumstances,  and  my  plan  is  to  rely  on  a 
hook  and  a  length  of  gut-  without  any  shot  what- 
ever, and  a  very  smaU  fragment  of  wood  picked  off 
the  ground  for; float.  Such  pieces  of  twig,  etc.,  are 
constantly  to  be  seen  floating  in  the  river,  and  the 
fish  do  not  mind  them  as  they  do  an  ordinary  float. 
This  tackle  prepared  and  we  keeping  out  of  sight,  a 
little  loose  ground  bait  is  thrown  in,  and  imme- 
diately after  it  the  baited  hook— which,  it  should 
be  noticed,  sinks  no  faster  than  the  ground  bait,  and 
thus  offers  no  unusual  appearance  to  the  fish.  The 
plan  succeeds :  we  catch  three  roach,  but  the  dis- 
turbance of  landing  the  last  one  frightens  the  shoal 
away. 

So  now  to  the  side  of  the  lasher  where  the  water 
boils  and  eddies,  and  where  not  one  man  in  fifty 
would  think  of  catching  roach.  But  the  roach  are 
there  lying  comfortably  in  quiet  water  near  the 
bottom,  for  all  that  turbulence  is  little  more  than 
skin  deep.  The  tackle  to  be  used  is  a  ledger — in 
other  words,  a  length  of  gut  with  a  hook  at  the 
end  and  a  bullet  working  between  two  split  shot 
about  a  yard  from  the  hook.  Fom-  inches  above 
the  hook,  which  is  double  the  size  of  those  we  have 
been  using,  is  a  split  shot.  Eoimd  this  shot  we 
squeeze  a  ball  of  groimd  bait  as  lai-ge  as  a  small 
hen's  egg,  and  on  the  hook  we  put  a  piece  of  the 
same  mixture  about  half  as  large  as  a  marble. 
We  lower  our  bait  in  the  eddy  close  to  the  side  of 
the  torrent  which  comes  running  through  the 
sluices,  and  await  results.  Could  we  look  dovra 
below  we  should  doubtless  see  a  shoal  of  large 
roach  swimming  round  that  ball  of  ground  bait 
and  eating  the  particles  of  bran  which  are  washed 
from  it.  It  is  too  large  for  any  one  fish  to  get  into 
its  mouth,  but  presently  a  roach,  a  little  more 
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ftrecdy  than  the  rest,  sees  the  smaller  ball  of  bait 
by  the  side  of  the  larger,  and  takes  it  gently  into 
its  month.  As  it  goes  off  with  its  iirize,  my 
pnpil,  who  is  following  certain  directions  I  have 
given  him,  strikes,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time, 
"  I  feel  a  fish  !  "  The  roach  is  hooked,  and  after  a 
valiant  struggle  in  the  strong  stream  is  landed. 
He  weighs  nearly  a  poimd. 

The  good  sport  continues  for  some  time,  but 
towards  evening  my  pnpil  reminds  me  that  I  have 
still  to  show  him  what  Thames  punt  fishing  is  like. 
I  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  worst  methods  of 
taking  large  roach,  but  engage  the  services  of  a 
professional  fisherman,  and  soon  we  are  afloat. 
We  can  now  fish  a  great  variety  of  swims,  and 
our  man  wisely  chooses  one  about  five  feet  in 
depth,  between  two  beds  of  weeds.  Our  tackle 
now  wants  altering  slightly.  The  rod  without 
the  extra  butt  will  be  more  than  sufficiently  long, 
and  the  line  has  to  be  somewhat  heavily  shotted, 
so  that  the  bait  reaches  the  bottom  as  soon  as 
possible  after  it  has  been  placed  in  the  water  over 
the  side  of  the  punt.  We  now  take  "  swims." 
That  is  to  say,  the  line  and  float  is  put  in  the 
water  close  to  the  punt,  and  allowed  to  go  as  far 
as  the  line  will  allow  (without  letting  any  off  the 
reel),  and  is  then  drawn  in  again  for  another 
swim.  We  sit  on  chairs,  the  fisherman  between 
us,  and  have  our  hooks  baited  for  ns  and  om'  fish 
taken  off  the  hooks  and  placed  in  the  well  of  the 
pimt.  It  is  a  luxurious  style  of  fishing.  Ground 
bait,  of  course,  we  use,  but  that  part  of  the  busi- 
ness is  also  attended  to  by  the  fisherman,  who 
perhaps  gives  the  fish  just  a  little  too  much.  We 
are  in  full  sight  of  the  roach,  and  every  tune  we 
draw  up  the  line  we,  more  or  less,  disturb  the 
water,  and  the  disturuance  is  still  greater  when 
we  land  a  fish.  So,  as  I  ha^'e  said,  wc  may  only 
expect  to  catch  small  roach,  unless  we  choose  a 
very  deep  swim,  or  the  water  is  a  little  coloui'ed. 
Wei-e  we  in  Norfolk  in  lieu  of  being  moored  across 
the  stream,  and  fishing  in  front  of  the  punt,  we 
should  be  moored  parallel  with  the  current,  and 
fish  in  much  the  same  way  as  if  we  were  on  the 
bank.  To-day  we  are  fishing  Thames  fashion,  but 
it  is  ob\iously  open  to  anyone  to  moor  a  pimt  any 
way  preferred,  and  when  fishing  alone  it  will  often 
be  found  the  best  plan  to  fish  over  the  end  of  the 
punt  just  at  the  tail  of  a  weed  bed  or  in  some 
nook  or  corner — a  likely  place  for  fish,  and  not 
often  visited  by  the  angler. 

As  we  stroll  home  in  the  evening  I  tell  my  pupil 
something  of  winter  fishing — how  when  the  water 
is  coloured  and  high  the  shallow  eddies  only  should 
be  fished  either  with  float  tackle  or  ledger,  and 
that  a  most  important  point  to  be  observed  in  the 
choice  of  swims  is  in  selecting  them  according  to 
the  colour  of  the  water.  If  very  thick  many  fish 
may  be  found  in  only  two  feet  of  water,  while  in 
quite  clear  \\ater  a  swim  of  tweh'e  feet  or  more  in 
depth  may  be  tried,  particularly  if  the  weather  is 
cold.  Ledger  float  tackle,  or  some  modification  of  it, 
I  particularly  reconnuend  to  my  pujjil  for  winter 
fishing  with  worms  in  coloured  water.  But  in 
lieu  of  a  bullet  I  suggest  to  him  merely  usmg  a 
rather  heavily  shotted  line,  and  letting  the  shots 
rest  on  the  ground.  Ordinary  ledger  tackle  is  also 
useful  in  winter,  particularly  if  the  bait  has  to  be 
cast  some  distance. 

As  we  stroll  homewards  thro\igh  the  lush 
meadows,  Imee-deep  in  the  lovely  flowers  and 
grasses  which  grow  in  the  valley  watered  by  the 
river,  we  discuss  the  beauties  of  the  country,  and 
some  of  the  more  important  points  relating  to 
successful  roach  fishing.  Ground  bait,  I  tell  my 
pupil,  except  when  used  in  one  place  for  several 
days,  seems  to  be  less  a  gatherer  of  fish  than  a 
blind  which  lulls  their  suspicions  and  leads  them 
to  take  the  hook  bait,  which  they  doubtless  regard 
as  only  a  fragment  of  the  harmless  and  enjoj'able 
meal  which  is  being  given  them.  For  this  reason 
I  recommend  to  him  frequent  but  small  quantities 
of  ground  bait.  I  also  point  out  that  considerable 
judgment  is  required  in  getting  the  ground  bait 
to  the  fish,  and  that  too  great  importance  can 
hardly  be  attached  to  keeping  (]uiet  and  out  of 
sight  of  tlie  roach.  From  experience  I  know  that 
fish,  even  in  sight  of  the  angler,  will  sometimes 
feed,  if  only  the  latter  is  motionless.  I  tell  my 
pupil  that  to  catch  roach  in  summer  he  must  rise 
early,  but  that  in  winter  the  fish  bite  best  during 
tlie  more  genial  portions  of  the  day.  Finally,  as 
we  reach  the  cross  roads  where  we  have  to  take 
different  directions,  I  tell  him  that  to  catch  the 
largest  roach  a  large  bait  will  often  succeed  better 


than  a  small  one,  and,  begging  ho  will  not  look 
upon  me  as  having  been  objectionably  dogmatic 
dviring  the  pleasant  day  we  have  had  together,  I 
leave  liim.  But  even  now  I  call  him  back  for  one 
last  word  of  advice  :  "  My  young  friend,  now  you 
knoAV  a  little  about  the  A  B  C  of  roach  fishing,  be 
sure  and  read  my  old  friend  Fcnnell's  '  Book  of 
the  Roach.'    It  will  assist  you  vastlj'." 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  FISHING  INCIDENT  OF 
IVEKAGH  IN  LAST  CENTUEY. 


So  long  ago  that  one  might  speak  of  it  now  as 
"  once  upon  a  time  "  a  few  of  us  in  the  kingdom  of 
Kerry  laid  a  plan  to  cross  the  wild  moimtains  of 
Iveragh  from  the  village  of  Sneem  and  tempt  the 
spotted  trout  of  a  little  tarn  simk  in  the  hollow 
called  Coomb-na-coth-cun,  on  the  farther  side  of 
the  range.  The  party  was  to  consist  of  the  tall, 
handsome,  and  genial  squire,  whose  j)roperty 
stretched  widely  around,  forming  the  district  of 
Ballybog,  the  village  doctor,  a  constable  of  the 
".Royal  Irish,"  and  myself;  but  when  the  as- 
sembly took  place,  after  an  early  breakfast  at  the 
small  but  comfortable  inn  run  by  the  amiable 
Arthur  Doyle,  the  squire  sent  word  he  had  another 
engagement  as  magistrate  at  petty  sessions  or 
something,  so  we  three  started,  accompanied  by 
the  doctor's  spaniel  Redfern,  and  almost  at 
once  took  to  the  moorland,  for  the  only  road  to 
speak  of  in  the  country  ran  along  the  coast  of  the 
Kenmare  estuary.  It  was  a  fine,  grey  morning, 
mild,  with  plenty  of  cloud,  and  we  trudged  along 
gaily  to  the  foot  of  the  range,  ascending  this  by 
devious  paths,  or  none  at  all,  the  doctor  pointing 
out  the  A'arious  lakelets,  streams,  and  coombs — 
Cooinb-na-S'kas'ka,  which  he  told  us  meant  the 
coomb  of  the  fiddle;  Coomheen-tlma,  the  little 
coomb  of  the  hank  of  thread,  from  the  form  of  a 
rivulet  cascading  down  the  purple  cliffs  ;  and  others 
now  forgotten.  Crossing  a  stretch  of  rolling  moor 
on  top  of  the  range,  we  strucJv  a  streamlet  the  bed 
of  which  was  the  only  pathway  down  the  horse- 
shoe precipice  that  embraced  our  lake  far  below  at 
the  bottom  of  the  "  Coomb  of  the  cat's  head." 
Down  this  we  scrambled  carefully,  and  "  com- 
menced to  begin  to  get  ready,"  separating  around 
the  water,  with  many  anticipations  of  good  baskets 
from  the  way  in  which  the  trout  were  rising,  It 
was  then  near  twelve  o'clock,  the  time  at  which  a 
day  will  often  change  ;  mists  crept  down,  till  we 
no  longer  saw  the  skyline  overhead,  and  rain  began 
to  fall.  For  a  time  I  was  better  off'  than  the 
others,  having  a  light  macintosh  with  me,  but  it 
soon  became  necessary  to  turn  down  the  leaf  of 
one's  hat  behind,  making  shift  to  tie  up  the 
sleeve  of  one's  casting  hand  to  keep  out  some  of 
the'  wet.  The  rain,  however,  had  no  ell'ect  on 
the  rise ;  the  trout  came  freely.  Not  the  little 
black  baggy  fish  of  other  mountam  lakes,  but 
handsome,  clear,  yellow,  and  silvery,  well-fed, 
well-made  trout,  with  bright  red  spots,  averaging 
from  4oz.  to  21b.,  and  with  a  particular  fancy  for 
the  ",  orange  grouse  "  and  "  red  hackle." 

There  is,  as  frequently  occurs  among  these  moun- 
tains, evidence  of  glacial  action  in  this  coomb,  and 
I  marked  a  well-smoothed  mass  of  purple  slate 
projecting,  but  steeply  sloping,  into  the  water  like 
an  inverted  coal  scuttle.  Seizing  the  advantage  it 
offered  of  casting  farther  out,  I  crept  upon  it 
cautiously,  lest  my  boots,  well  paved  with  "  spar- 
row-bill "  nails,  should  slip,  and  essayed  to  cover  a 
rising  fish  just  beyond  reach  of  my  tail  fly.  I 
placed  my  foot  against  a  tuft  of  grass  growing  in  a 
crevice,  and  had  one  try  more  as  I  found  the  foot- 
hold so  far  good,  but  the  tuft  went,  and  I  with  it 
shot  down  the  sloping  convex  curve  into  deep  water 
— weighted  with  a  heavy  hanuner,  some  sizeable 
rock  specimens,  a  book  of  maps,  Imich,  fly  box, 
and  sundry  fish.  Of  course  I  had  to  let  my  rod  go, 
and,  luckily,  buoyed  by  the  air  in  my  macintosh, 
I  soon  arrived  at  the  siurface  from  a  depth  so  great 
(the  constable  afterwards  said)  that  the  top  of  my 
12-foot  rod  went  under.  A  stroke  brought  me  to 
shore,  and  my  feet  fomid  the  subaqueous  continua- 
tion of  my  rocher  moiitonne  ;  but,  alas  !  where  was 
my  rod  ?  Looking  down  through  the  now  turbid 
water  I  saw  something  glisten  near  my  foot,  and 
raising  this  cautiously  discovei-ed  my  reel,  a  loop 
of  the  line  having  caught  on  a  button  of  my  water- 
proof, and  with  it  came  up  the  whole  rod  and 
tackle  intact,  but  without  the  trout.     My  com- 


panions now  gathered  about  me,  and  though  all! 
were  equally  wet  the  doctor  prescribed,  and  f 
produced  a  dispensary  bottle  of  the  wine  of  the 
country,  with  which  to  make  grog  of  all  the  lake 
water  I  was  supposed  to  have  hnbibed.  After  this 
the  take  got  slack,  and  though  the  rain  ceased  we 
tliouglit  it  best  to  make  tracks  by  daylight  rather 
than  stay  longer.  Arrived  at  tli'e  gully  which  we 
had  now  to  ascend,  we  found  it  a  torrent,  with  great 
boulders  as  big  as  one's  head  jumping  out  of  the 
water  and  plunging  in  again  ;  nevertheless,  wc  faced 
it,  and  got  up  about  halfway,  when  we  found  wo 
must  cross  to  get  forward.  We  all  stood  on  a  big 
rook  and  watched  another,  now  and  again  im- 
covered  m  the  middle  of  the  regurgitatuig  flood. 
Waiting  till  this  happened,  the  constable  sprang  for 
it,  a  second  bound  taking  him  over.  I  came  next, 
and  then  the  doctor  dodged  the  flying  bombs  and 
crossed  in  the  same  way.  But  poor  Redfern  sat 
up  behind,  howling  and  shivering;  no  persuasion 
would  induce  him  to  move,  so  the  constable — the^ 
youngest  of  us — returned  as  we  had  come,  caught 
up  the  dog  in  his  arms,  and  made  the  double  spring' 
again  to  rejoin  us.  It  was  not  an  easy  thing  to  do, 
chancing  one's  foothold  on  the  rounded  siurface  of 
a  wet  slippery  rock  in  the  midst  of  a  foaming 
torrent,  at  an  angle  so  steep  that  I  saw  the  flood 
wave  break  for  a  moment  on  his  shoulder,  just  aa 
he  "  threw  the  second  lep  "  with  the  heavy  dog  in 
his  arms. 

Having  got  over  this  difficulty,  we  clambered  still 
upwards,  and,  by  the  time  we  had  gained  the  moora 
above,  foimd  ourselves  in  a  mist  so  thick  that  we 
could  not  see  our  way.  I  had  both  map  and 
compass,  with  which  I  could  have  laid  our  course,! 
but  the  doctor  scorned  such  scientific  methods,  and 
would  have  us  search  the  mist,  shouting  to  each 
other  when  out  of  sight,  to  find  some  of  the  small  , 
cairns  of  stones,  built  by  herd-boys  to  mark  a  trail 
for  use  on  such  occasions,  rather  than,  as  one  of 
them  afterwards  expressed  it,  "  sleep  out  on  the 
moimtain,  wandering  about  all  night." 

At  length  we  found  two  of  the  cairns,  and,  holding 
by  these  till  a  third  was  found,  the  rearmost 
person  moved  ahead  and  sought  another.  In  thi$ 
slow  way  we  at  length  arrived,  beneath  the  mist,  on 
our  side  of  the  range,  in  the  last  of  the  summer 
twilight,  of  which  we  made  the  most,  hurryingl 
down  the  rough  slopes,  till  we  saw  a  strange! 
undulating  string  of  small  lights  gleaming  across! 
the  darkened  plain  below.  For  a  sight  so  unusual 
we  could  only  account  by  attributing  it  to  will-o'- 
the-wisps,  notwithstanding  its  evident  motion, 
until,  after  trudging  for  long  through  the  moorland 
in  the  dark,  we  found  it  was  caused  by  the  whole 
manhood  of  the  village,  headed  by  "  the  sergeant," 
who  had  turned  out  with  lanterns  and  lights  of 
sorts  to  seek  for  us.  We  were  soon  within  shout, 
and,  so  assisted,  gained  the  high  road,  marching 
merrily  into  the  metropolis  of  Ballybog.  Here  the 
whole  party  proceeded  to  the  doctor's  house,  where 
his  good  wife  lay  in  wait  behind  the  door ;  flying 
out  upon  him,  and  with  tears  of  joy  in  her  eyea 
she  abused  him  roimdly  :  "Ay!  moryah  !  when  I 
let  you  out  fishing  on  the  mountains  again  you'll 
serve  me  this  way  I  Bad  scran  to  you,  you  little 
scamp  1  " 

Though  years  and  years  have  gone  since  then,  I 
do  not  forget  the  tableau  in  the  doctor's  small 
parlour  at  the  dispensary,  filled  by  ourselves  and 
our  would-be  kindly  rescuers,  he  himself  with  his 
pale,  small  face  peering  from  his  black  felt  hat 
secured  sunbonnet-wise,  with  his  red  cotton  hand- 
kerchief tied  under  his  chin,  and  his  worthy 
davighter,  compounder  and  bleeder  to  the  institu- 
tion, serving  us  all  a  sound  hot  "  peg "  from  his 
black  bottle.  Then  their  largest  joint-gravy  dish, 
big  enough  to  hold  half  a  sheep,  was  produced,  and 
was  hard  put  to  hold,  heaped  up,  the  results  of  our 
day's  sport,  all  being  duly  despatched  the  first 
thing  in  the  morning  to  the  castle,  with  my  com- 
pliments to  the  squire  and  madame,  and  a  latent 
possible  inference  that  they  formed  but  my  own 
share  of  the  luck.  Within  an  hour  the  wheels  of 
his  dogcart,  coming  at  Rambler's  best  pace, 
roused  the  village,  when  the  deeds  of  the  day  had 
to  be  recounted  once  more,  wliile  he  vowed  he 
would  not  have  missed  the  tvip  for  twenty  pounda, 
magisterially  laying  an  embargo  on  us  all  never  to 
go  there  again  for  another  day's  fishing  without 
giving  him  timely  warning,  and  "if  he  failed  to  be 
with  us  next  time,  ^vhy  then  there  was  no  turf  in 
Ballybog!  "  I  wonder  if  the  good  thick  trout  still 
flourish  in  the  lake  of  Coomb-na-coth-cun  ? 

Benwyan. 


January  19,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE    "MACPHEESON"  ADJUST 
ABLE  SEA-LEAD  (Eegd.). 

Some  three  years  ago  we  spoke  favourably  of  a 
new  sea-lead  invented  bv  Mr.  C.  Macpherson,  of 
Messrs.  Cox  &  Macpherson,  of  62,  High-street, 
Southampton,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear  that  this 
very  strong  and  simple  sea-lead  is  selling  \  ery  well 


indeed.  We  understand  that  Messrs.  Gamage  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Holborn,  stock  these  leads,  which  are 
now  made  in  four  sizes — viz.  : 

No.  1   r    weight,  2oz. 

„    2   ,  6oz. 

„    3    „  lloz. 

„    4    17oz. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration  that  weight 
can  be  added  or  reduced  ^'ery  quickly. 

The  trade  can  be  supplied  through  the  Eedditch 
houses. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Major  C.  Wallington  presided  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  this  society  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
Mr.  Marshall's'silver  cross  was  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  Page 
for  his  specimen  perch,  weighing  21b.  15oz.  Several 
members  had  been  out  fishing  since  the  last  meeting, 
with  varied  success.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  had  roach,  Mr. 
Gill  had  roach  up  to  lib.  and  a  perch  of  IJlb.,  Mr. 
Dryden  and  Dr.  Ladell,  at  Deal,  had  seven  score  fish. 
Mr.  Vaughan  captured  a  nice  cod  of  71b.  from  the  pier. 
Mr.  Grey,  chub  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Charteney 
paid  a  visit  to  Yarmouth  and  tried  both  sea  and  fresh- 
water fishing,  but  had  but  indiiferent  sport,  owing  to 
bad  weather.  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  had  a  couple  of  days' 
piking  on  the  Avon,  taking  twelve  good  fish.  Three 
were  exhibited  in  the  room,  the  largest  weighing 
nearly  151b.,  though  captured  the  previous  dav.  A 
large  number  of  members  and  friends  attended  to 
hear  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery's  paper  on  "  Casting  from  the 
Nottingham  Reel,"  which  proved,  as  was  expected 
from  the  quality  of  previous  papers  read  by  Mr.  Emery 
before  the  society,  an  intellectual  treat.  The  lecturer 
referred  to  spinning  as  being  the  most  artistic  style 
of  fishing  for  salmon  trout  and  pike,  and  referred  to 
the  great  improvements  made  during  recent  years  in 
the  Nottingham  reel.  Comparison  was  made  between 
the  Thames  style  of  casting,  the  recovery  of  line  to  the 
palm  of  the  hand,  and  casting  direct  from  the  reel,  the 
great  advantages  of  the  latter  style  being  pointed  out, 
which  was  incomparably  superior  to  any  method,  the 
bait  being  in  direct  and  immediate  control.  A  reel 
Sf  inches  in  diameter  was  considered  the  best  size  for 
salmon  or  pike.  A  2i  Theaker  standard  IG  plait  pure 
silk  undressed  line,  and  a  rod  of  about  12  feet,  were 
recommended.  The  rod  should  be  rather  more  than 
twice  the  height  of  the  user,  and,  regarding  pliability, 
should  describe  a  slight  curve  almost  to  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  butt  on  suspending  a  lib.  weight  3  feet 
from  the  floor.  The  rings  should  be  quite  five-eighths, 
allowing  a  threepenny  piece  to  be  passed  through  them, 
and  the  top  ring  to  be  the  same  size  as  the  bottom 
one.  The  lecturer  then  went  on  to  describe  anost 
carefully  how  the  cast  should  be  made,  the  position  of 
the  caster,  force  how  and  when  to  be  applied,  and  the 
position  of  the  fingers  on  the  reel  in  order  to  regulate 
it.  A  swinging  graduated  force  was  recommended, 
special  attention  being  necessary  to  avoid  anything 
approaching  a  jerking  force.  A  strong  point,  too,  was 
the  trajectory,  a  point  mostly  altogether  ignored.  Mr. 
Emery  said  it  was  important  to  cast  high,  the  higher 
the  better,  and  with  a  due  observance  of  the  method 
in  all  detail,  and  a  thorough  control  of  the  reel,  the 
bait  should  fall  into  the  water  as  light  as  a  feather. 
Advice  was  offered  to  the  beginner  to  make  himself 
master  of  short-distance  casting.  A  number  of  rods 
and  reels  were  shown,  and  Hardy's  Silex  and  Slater's 
Combination  reels  were,  in  Mr.  Emery's  estimation, 
the  best  reels  made.  Reference  was  made  to  record 
and  other  long  casts  after  the  year  1888 ;  Mr.  Emery 
modestly  withholding  any  remarks  as  to  his  own  doings 
m  this  connection.  A  discussion  ensued,  in  which  a 
large  number  took  part,  and  this  indication  of  interest 


musi  have  been  very  pleasing  to  the  lecturer.  The 
paper  was  very  concise,  and  so  instructive  that  those 
who  foUow'the  points  when  at  the  riverside,  rod  in 
hand,  cannot  help  improving  on  their  previous  doings. 
A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Emery 
for  his  kindness,  and  this  brought  the  discussion  to  a 
close.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  James  Tayler  ("  Red 
Palmer")  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Ply  Casting,"  and  he  is 
so  good  an  authority  on  this  subject  that  he  is  sure  to 
have  an  attentive  hearing.  The  usual  toasts,  and  a 
Vote  of  thanks  to  Major  Wallington  for  presiding, 
closed  the  meeting.  J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Extracts  from  Annual  Report. 
We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Piscatorial  Society 
has  had  another  successful  year,  and  that  its  prospects 
are  excellent.   We  give  a  few  extracts  from  the  annual 
report. 

The  accounts  show  a  balance  in, hand,  after  paying 
all  expenses  of  water  and  other  charges  connected  with 
the  operations  of  the  society,  of  £70  12s.  3d.  This  is 
in  addition  to  the  reserve  fund  of  £204  9s.  3d.  invested 
in  2f  per  cent.  Consols. 

At  the  beginning  of  April,  150  rainbow  trout,  up  to 
lib.  8oz.  each,  were  placed  in  the  society's  water  on 
the  Kennet  at  Newbury,  and  much  interest  is  centred 
in  the  question  whether  they  will  be  found  in  the 
positions  in  which  they  were  placed,  at  the  opening  of 
the  trout  season  of  1901. 

Extensive  mudding  operations  have  been  carried  out 
on  part  of  the  Uxbridge  water,  the  stream  running 
from  the  point  where  the  river  divides  down  to  the 
mill  having  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out.  The  result 
has  been  to  render  available  for  fishing  a  long  stretch 
of  water,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  unchecked 
growth  of  sedges  and  weeds,  has  been  useless  to  the 
society  from  the  time  they  secured  their  Colne  fishery. 
It  may  be  added  that  the  Uxbridge  water  has  yielded 
some  good  coarse  fish  during  the  year ;  chub  up  to  31b. 
9oz.,  bream  up  to  41b.  loz.,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  14oz. 
having  been  caught  there.  Several  trout  of  over  21b. 
have  also  been  creeled.  There  is  a  fair  stock  of  trout 
in  the  river,  although,  as  members  are  aware,  the 
water  was  taken  primarily  to  provide  coarse  fishing 
for  members.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  has  most  kindly 
offered  3000  May-fly  larva?  and  Mr.  C.  H.' By  waters 
1000  larvae  to  the  society  to  place  in  this  water. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  has  given  a  bait  box,  and  the  late 
Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner  a  cast  net  for  use  on  the 
same  water. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  report  for  1899  that 
should  any  suitable  purely  trout  water  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  committee,  no  effort  would  be  spared  to 
secure  it  for  the  members.  In  this  connection  the 
committee  are  gratified  at  being  able  to  announce 
that,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  annual  meeting, 
they  have  agreed  to  rent  for  the  society  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  Lambourne,  at  Newbury. 
Both  sides  of  the  river  have  been  obtained  (with  the 
exception  of  the  portion  upon  which  Mrs.  Baxter's 
garden  abuts),  from  the  br'dge  over  the  London  road 
to  the  railway  above,  upon  a  long  lease.  The  water 
will  be  available  for  the  season  of  1902,  and  as  it  holds 
a  good  stock  of  grayling,  besides  an  abundance  of 
trout,  it  is  hoped  that  the  untiring  labours  of  the 
committee,  which  have  resulted  in  their  leasing  this 
prolific  part  of  the  Lambourne,  will  be  especially 
appreciated  by  members  whose  tastes  do  not  incline 
towards  coarse  fishing. 

One  only  of  the  three  challenge  cups  has  been  won 
this  year — viz.,  the  Booker  Cup  for  the  heaviest  trout 
from  the  Thames.  This  has  been  carried  off  by  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Wheeley  with  a  fish  of  51b.  12Joz.,  and  will 
be  held  by  that  gentleman  for  the  ensuing  year.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  this  challenge  cup  must  be 
won  three  times  before  'becoming  the  property  of  a 
member. 

The  outcome  of  the  partial  renewal  of  prize  com- 
petitions has  been  looked  forward  to  with  considerable 
interest.  In  the  result  the  following  members  are 
adjudged  to  be  the  winners  of  certain  of  the  medals 
offered  :— Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  best  Thames  trout,  51b. 
12^oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  best  chub,  from  the  society's 
water,  41b.  llf  oz. ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  best  roach, 
from  the  society's  water,  lib.  8ioz. ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown, 
best  grayling,  from  public  water,  lib.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher,  best  dace,  from  the  society's  water,  9j3z. 

The  committee  would  only  add  that  the  jsrospects 
of  the  society  appear  at  the  moment  to  be  particularly 
bright.  The  members  possess  excellent  coarse  fishing 
on  the  Colne  ;  they  have  a  considerable  stretch  of  the 
Kennet,  abounding  in  fish  of  all  kinds,  and,  in  the 
near  future,  the  society's  connection  with  Newbury 
will  be  still  further  cemented  by  the  acquisition  of  a 
noted  portion  of  the  Lambourne.  Additional  interest 
has,  without  doubt,  been  imparted  to  the  weekly 
meetings  by  the  displays  of  fish  which  have  from  time 
to  time  graced  the  tables,  and  there  has  been  a  great 
and  gratifying  improvement   in  the   attendance  of 


members  on  Mmday  evenin  gs.  With  a  continuanoo 
of  the  support  thus  acoordod,  the  committee  will 
work  the  harder  still  further  to  increase  the  usefulne-ss 
of  the  society,  to  au'imont  its  membership,  and,  abov! 
all,  to  strent(thon  that  good  fellowship  amongst  all 
connected  with  it  which  it  has  ever  been  their  stoa'ly 
aim  and  study  to  promote  and  foster. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members — hel<l 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  IC,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair — the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  hon.  secretary  read  a  report  from  the  society's 
agent  at  Deal.  The  following  experiences  were  then 
given  by  members :  Mr.  Tweedale  and  friend  had  very 
good  sport  at  Burnham-on-Crouch  early  in  December 
last,  taking  in  four  hours  from  120  to  140  fish,  bes^ 
whiting  weighing  about  mb.  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Churchward,  at  Deal,  on  Dec.  13,  found  the  weather 
very  rough,  only  takiuft  seventeen  fish,  principally 
dabs,  the  best  weighing  IJlb.  Mr.  Graham  mentioned 
that  sport  had  been  very  poor  at  Southend  of  late. 
The  hon.  secretary  announced  that  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  6,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  will  read  a  paper  on 
"A  Few  Observations  on  Fishing  on  Marks,"  and  also 
reminded  members  that  the  annual  subscription 
became  due  and  payable  on  Jan.  1  last.  A  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  usual  toast  to  the 
society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chas.  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GREENWICH  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Our  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day last,  Jan.  9,  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  London-street, 
Greenwich,  about  thirtj'  members  being  present.  The 
accounts  for  the  year  1900  were  presented  to  the 
members  for  inspection,  and  they  were  unanimously 
passed.  The  account  at  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank 
showed  £25  to  the  good,  and  £i  10s.  in  hands  of 
treasurer.  After  some  slight  alterations  in  the  rules, 
weights  of  fish,  etc.,  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  took  place.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett  was 
elected  president,  and  IMessrs.  W.  Marshall  and  J.  B. 
Orr  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Church  was  elected 
chairman,  and  Mr.  C.  Taylor  vice-chairman  ;  Messrs. 
French,  Gorton,  Dupere,  Wack,  Thompson,  Scoble, 
Orsman,  and  Scott,  committee  ;  Mr.  Neary,  treasurer  ; 
Mr.  Gorton,  librarian  and  curator ;  and  Mr.  Dryden, 
secretary.  On  Thursday  the  supper  lost  by  our  club  to 
the  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society  caine  off  at  their 
club  house,  Mr.  Church,  our  chairman,  being  unani- 
mously voted  to  the  chair,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
meeting  was  held.  The  catering  was  excellent,  and 
did  great  credit  to  Host  Mackrill.  The  chairman  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Wm.  Wade  and  other  gentlemen. 
During  the  evening  some  capital  songs  were  sung  by 
members  of  both  clubs  and  their  friends.  The  toast 
of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society  was  given  by  Mr. 
Lawes,  who  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  responded  to 
by  the  secretary,  who  intimated  that  the  G.A.S. 
would  be  glad  to  encounter  them  again  in  friendly 
rivalry.  The  toast  of  the  victors  was  given  by  the 
chairman,  and  it  was  loudly  applauded.  Mr.  Lawes 
responded  on  their  behalf.  Altogether  it  was  a 
meeting  to  be  remembered,  and  we  all  left  with  one 
intention — i.e.,  that  it  should  not  be  the  last. — J.  D. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 

A  MOST  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  on  Jan.  11  at 
the  headqrtirters.  The  Lock  Tavern,  Ipswich,  when 
the  members  dangled  their  feet  under  mahogany  for 
the  first  time.  Capt.  Wing  was  in  the  chair,  and  full 
justice  was  done  to  the  repast;  the  bill  of  fare  was 
specially  designed  for  the  occasion.  After  the  cloth 
had  been  removed  and  the  loyal  toast  honoured,  the 
toast  of  her  Majesty's  forces  was  heartily  drunk,  and 
responded  toby  two  enthusiastic  fishermen — Col.-Sergt. 
Sparkes  and  Sergt.  Davies,  of  the  1st  V.B.  Suffolk 
Regt.  An  old  hand  at  the  rod,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins, 
then  eloquently  proposed  success  to  the  Ipswich 
Piscatorial  Ramblers,  dilating  at  length  upon  the 
great  enjoyment  he  had  obtained  from  the  sport  in  the 
past,  and  stating  that,  although  he  had  a  day  or  two 
previously  been  out  without  having  a  single  nibble,  his 
ardour  was  not  in  the  least  cooled.  The  hon. 
secretary  in  responding  said  that  the  reception  the 
club  had  met  with  since  its  formation  was  very 
gratifying,  and  the  way  in  which  members  were 
joining  showed  the  need  there  was  for  a  society  of  its 
kind.  The  new  members'  healths  were  duly  drunk, 
and  one  of  them  related  his  only  fishing  experience— 
how  being  in  a  pond  about  twice  the  size  of  the  room 
they  were  assembled  in  he  became  violently  sea 
.sick.  The  health  of  the  chairman  was  enthusiastically 
received,  and  a  good  selection  of  songs,  recitati  jus,  and 
the  relation  of  experiences  (all  perfectly  veraciou.s) 
added  greatlv  to  the  pleasure  of  the  gathering. 

H.  C.  \Vkstgatk,  Hon.  Sec. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Bcporters  who  7vant  fonns  mid  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Reports  cannot  be  received  later  than  FIVIS  o'clock 
on  Thursday  livening. 


Time  of  Kigh.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  1 55  min.  foi  Kew. 

40   ,,     ,,  Putney.  iA^l'^   >.     >>  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  "^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50    „     „   Barnes.  (85    ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Jan.  19    0.52    1.15 

Sunday,  ,,  20    1.37    1..W 

Monday,  ,,  21    2.20    2.39 

Tuesday,  ,,  22    2.58    3.19 

Wednesday,  „  23    3.38    3.58 

Thursday,  ,,  24    4.20    4.42 

Friday,  ,,  25    5.  2    5.23 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remakks. — The  Thames  on 
Thursday  was  in  excellent  condition  for  roach,  chub, 
and  pike  fishing.  The  water  had  a  beautiful  tint,  and 
good  sport  was  had  by  several  anglers  who  were  out. 
Roach  are  feeding  well,  and  have  got  into  good  con- 
dition again  after  the  heavy  push  of  water.  The 
largest  roach  of  the  week  from  the  lower  reaches  is 
one  caught  by  Master  Alf  Littlewood,  who  caught  a  lib. 
12oz.  fish  at  Shepperton  on  Monday.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a  roach  of  lib.  9oz.,  and  Mr.  B.  Po^)e, 
fishing  with  me,  had  two  of  lib.  3oz.  Mr.  C. 
Littlewood  and  Mr.  T.  L)-ne,  fishing  at  Datchet,  ihad 
excellent  sport  with  roach  of  Jib.  and  upwards,  but 
nothing  over  lib.  was  secured.  At  Shiplake  and 
Henley  the  water  is  in  excellent  order,  and  good  takes 
of  fish  ought  to  be  had  there.  In  the  Upper 
Thames  sport  has  also  improved.  The  fisherman 
Turner  of  Dorchester  (Oxon)  has  caught  a  fine 
pike  of  201b.  at  Dorchester  Bridge  in  the  Thames, 
live  baiting.  Mr.  Crawley,  fishing  at  Mattingley's 
ditch,  near  Oxford,  had  four  pike  up  to  51b. 
The  Kingston  Piscatorials  have  fixed  the  following 
competitions  on  the  Thames  :  Jan.  9,  26,  27,  and  28 
for  chub;  Feb.  2,  10,  and  11  for  perch;  Feb.  23,  24, 
and  25  for  pike  ;  and  March  9,  10,  and  11  for  dace. 
Members  maj'  fish  on  one  day  onh'.  The  Anchor 
Fishing  Society  (Kingston)  will  hold  a  roach  compe- 
tition on  the  Thames  on  Feb.  3  and  4.  At  Kingston 
Mr.  A.  Wells  had  some  good  roach  and  dace  out  with 
T.  Knight.  Mr.  A.  Drinkvv^ater  has  tried  the  perch 
icnn  the  bank,  but  without  success.  On  Tuesday  the 
Thames  Restocking  Association  turned  into  the  river 
at  Shepperton  300  good  coarse  fish,  which  were  kindly 
placed  in  the  river  by  Mr.  J.  Dunton. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Eton). — The  river  is  now  down  to  almost 

summer  level,  but  there  is  a  good  stream,  and  the 
water  is  a  good  colour.  Anglers  should  now  meet 
with  good  sport,  more  particularly  amongst  the  jack 
and  chub. — Cecil  Howlett. 

 (Iischlade,    &c.)  —  The   weather  has  been 

very  severe,  and  only  enthusiasts  at  pike  fishing  have 
ventured  out,  the  frost  at  times  freezing  the  line 
through  the  rings.  The  floods  have  gone  down  con- 
siderably, and  the  weather  for  time  of  year  may  be 
said  to  be  in  fair  order.  Mr.  Albert  Rawlinson  has 
been  having  good  sport  at  Hart's  Weir,  Kempsford, 
and  Lower  Inglesham.  A  small  steam  launch  has 
managed  to  get  through  the  Thames  and  Severn 
Canal. — Rambler. 

 (Richmond). — After    the    thick   and  snow 

water  we  have  had  here  for  some  few  weeks,  quite  a 
sensational  change  has  occurred,  the  bream  feeding  in 
a  few  daj's  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Job  Brain, 
sen.,  commencing  last  Saturday  afternoon  with  a 
small  take  of  101b.,  followed  this  up  the  next  day, 
Sunday,  with  one  rod  only,  taking  651b.  ;  again,  the 
next  day,  701b.  Most  of  these  fish  were  returned  to 
the  water,  only  the  largest  being  taken  away.  W. 
Mansell  and  E.  Howard  have  also  had  some  good 
baskets."  W.  Hayter  had  301b.  of  bream  on  Sunday. 
The  bank  anglers  have  also  had  their  share,  decent 
bags  being  brought  in.  On  bank  angling  Mr.  Steele 
had,  amongst  other  fish,  a  splendid  roach,  lib.  7oz. 
Not  bad  from  the  bank.  On  Wednesday  Job  Brain, 
sen.,  had  181b. — Harry  Bayley. 

 Streatley. — Water  now  in  good  condition,  and 

some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Bartholomew  on 
Friday  last  took  two  good  pike ;  on  Saturday  one 
8Albs.';  Sunday,  three  pike  141b. ;  Tuesday,  two  pike 
•4  lib.  and  51b.  Mr.  A.  C.  Cockburn  took  a  fine  pike 
to-day  4f  lb. — Hoeace  J.  Gardner. 

Ancholme  District.  —  Winterly    weather  now 
prevails,  and  very  few  anglers  are  out.    The  rccen 
floodsjbave  left  the  waters  discoloured,  \n\t  it  js  clear 


ing  a  little  in  the  upper  reaches,  where  a  few  pike  are 
being  taken  by  the  spoon  and  live  bait.  The  commis- 
sioners will  shortly  put  in  a  consignment  of  about 
500  rudd,  and  probably  some  tench,  and  it^may  bo 
carp  as  well. — Thomas  Ford  Caister. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  continued 
variation  of  the  weather  during  the  week — one  day 
promised  skating,  another  foggj',  with  a  thaw,  another 
bright,  sunny,  with  south-east  winds — to  a  great  extent 
upset  the  capture  of  all  classes  of  fish  on  this  river, 
so  that  the  takes  have  been  very  meagre,  although 
several  rods  have  been  seen  at  work.  Roach  quite  off 
the  feed.  To-day  (Wednesday)  another  thaw,  with 
cold  south  wind.  Always  a  good  supply  of  live  bait  off 
Beasley,  the  lock-keeper. — John  O.  George  (Beche- 
road,  Cambridge). 

Bare,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District). — We  have 
had  a  sharpish  taste  of  winter's  frost  and  snow  at 
the  opening  of  the  century,  with  the  most  biting  east 
winds  imaginable.  Although  rather  milder  weather  has 
succeeded,  most  of  the  still  waters  (as  broads,  x^onds, 
etc.)  are  still  covered  with  ice,  and  fishing  in  them 
impracticable.  The  snow,  however,  has  cleared  away, 
but  the  river,  though  free  from  ice,  has  run  down  low 
and  clear,  with  a  "snow  water"  tinge  about  it  which 
generally  means  bad  sport  with  roach,  and  on  both 
the  10th  and  13th  I  found  these  fish  feed  very  badly 
at  Wroxham  and  Cottishall.  I  have  heard  of  no  pike 
catches  worth  chronicling,  and,  unless  we  are  speedily 
rid  of  ice  on  the  Broads,  the  closing  weeks  of  the 
season  will  show  anything  but  brilliant  results,  as  it 
is  quite  useless  to  ignore  the  fact  that  pike  fishing  in 
the  Norfolk  public  rivers  has  run  to  a  very  low  ebb, 
owing  to  slaughter  of  under-sized  fish  in  the  summer 
and  big  spawning  pike  in  late  March  and  April.  It 
will  soon  scarcely  repay  resident  local  anglers  the 
expense  and  trouble,  and  is  decidedly  not  worth  while 
visitors  coming  from  a  distance,  unless  they  can  fish 
some  of  the  Broads,  where  it  is  still  ver)'  good.  It  is 
quite  time  there  was  more  preservation  afforded  to 
pike  in  East  Anglia,  if  a  continuance  of  fair  pike  fishing 
is  to  be  secured. — C.  W.  Taylor. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  still  very 
unsettled,  one  day  fine  and  next  wet.  The  little 
sport  met  with  during  past  week  has  been  among  the 
jack,  the  two  j)rincipal  scores  being  Mr.  G.  Hopewell, 
of  Topsham,  twelve  fish,  aggregate  weight  601b.,  taken 
on  live  bait  in  our  canal,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  five  fish, 
best  brace  71b.  and  51b.,  taken  in  a  couple  of  hours' 
live  baiting  in  the  Exe  at  Cowley.  The  river  is  now 
in  good  general  ply,  and,  with  dry  weather,  sporting 
prospects  should  be  "rosy"  for  coming  week. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iiincs.   and  Cambs.) — 

There  is  not  much  news  from  the  Fen  district  this 
week.  Only  one  or  two  of  the  Fen  drains  had  recovered 
from  the  heavy  downfall  of  rain  when  they  were 
attacked  by  frost.  Still  some  hundreds  of  acres  were 
under  water  and  unapproachable  by  the  angler. 
Another  change  set  in,  and  in  some  cases  it  was 
possible  to  resume  angling  at  the  week-end.  Curiously, 
the  Forty-foot  ran  so  fast  that  the  frost  had  little 
effect  upon  it,  and  amongst  the  items  of  news  to  hand 
there  is  the  record  of  a  catch  of  pike  of  upwards  of  201b. 
Scarcely  any  other  news  is  to  hand,  but  anglers  are 
anxious  about  getting  to  work  again,  because  the  frost 
will  have  stirred  up  the  bigger  fish. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— These  Notting- 
hamshire waters  in  their  upper  lengths  were  not  so 
affected  by  the  floods  and  frosts  of  last  week  as  some 
of  the  bigger  rivers,  such  as  the  Trent,  for  instance. 
I  hear  that  the  upper  lengths  were  flshable  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  some  of  the  experts  were  after  chub 
and  grayling.  Pike  fishing,  however,  has  been  quite 
out  of  the  question.  The  sport  among  chub  and 
graying  is  said  to  have  been  very  fair,  but  snow  broth 
has  got  into  the  waters  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
hence  there  is  not  much  chance  for  the  angler  even 
now  that  the  frost  has  moderated.  As  soon  as  the 
water  gets  into  condition  agajn  we  may  look  for  some 
good  captures  of  pike.  Snow  broth  is  among  our 
worst  enemies. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Blills  and  Isleham),  Cam  (Ely), 
Ouse  (Denver). — Pike  fishing  in  nearly  all  the  East 
Anglian  waters  during  the  last  week  or  ten  days  has 
been  fairly  good,  the  frosts  evidently  sharpening  up 
their  appetites.  Mr.  Charles  Calver  took  from  the 
Lark  stream  at  Jack  Tree  deep  one  nice  pike  of  lOJlb., 
one  of  9Jlb.,  two  more  of  41b.  each.  He  also  took 
half  a  dozen  very  fine  roach,  the  largest  liflb.  (none  of 
them  under  a  pound).  I  also  saw  some  very  fine  dace 
taken  at  Temple  Lock.  By  some  means  or  other  the 
waters  have  been  run  off  very  low  at  West  Row,  and 
inquiries  are  being  made  into  the  matter.  Trout  are 
showing  up  wonderfully  well  this  breeding  season. 
The  tributaries  are  holding  a  lot  of  good  fish  on  the 
gravel  scours.  From  the  Ouse  some  good  pike  were 
taken  last  week.  Mr.  William  Howlett  and  friend 
took  a  brace  of  good  fish.  Roach  have  been  feeding 
very  well  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  red  worms 
being  the  bait.  At  Denver  one  of  our  pike  fishermen 
hooked  a  monster — some  anglers  on  the  bank  near 
liini  declared  it  must  have  weighed  oyer  201b.    It  go 


entangled  round  a  sunken  grill,  and  so  broke  away. 
Waters  in  good  condition. — Raviin. 

Lea. — Sport  has  been  quiet,  taken  all  round,  the 
snow  in  the  water  and  the  unsettled  weather  having 
evidently  put  the  roach  off  the  feed.  During  the  week 
the  river  has  fined  down,  and  on  Thursday  could  do 
with  more  colour  for  reaching  operations,  although  it 
was  looking  a  nice  tint  for  pike  fishing.  -The  water  ia 
also  in  order  for  the  perch,  which  ought  to  be  had 
with  minnow  and  worm.  Rye  House,  Hoddesdon, 
Hertford,  and  Broxbourne  are  good  reaches  for  perch, 
while  nice  perch  are  frequently  met  with  in  the  Broad- 
water at  St.  Margaret's.  A  few  nice-class  roach 
have  been  secured  in  the  upper  reaches,  the  best  I  can 
hear  of  weighing  lib.  3oz.  The  Stort  is  in  very  fair 
order  for  roach  and  pike  fishing,  but  I  have  hoard  of 
no  good  sport  since  my  last  report.  Anglers  who  are 
privileged  to  fish  the  Beane  and  Rib  should  now  try 
the  deep  holes  for  dace. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — Since 
last  week's  report  rivers  have  sunk  but  slowly,  owing 
to  the  changeable  weather,  and  cannot  be  fishable 
before  beginning  of  coming  week  with  favourable  con- 
ditions, which  at  time  of  writing — Wednesday  evening 
— there  are  no  signs  of,  as  rain  is  now  falling  fast 
after  two  nights  of  frost,  some  snow,  etc.,  with  windi 
south-west,  and  glass  rather  low  and  inclined  to  fall. 
The  grayling  season  has  been  a  decidedly  bad  one,  and 
there  seems  little  chance  of  sport  before  the  trout 
come  in. — R.  T.  Williams. 

IsVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  have  been  very  quiet  of  late;* 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  at  the  end 
of  last  week.  Rain  set  in,  and  with  the  snow  on  the: 
ground  it  soon  melted  and  got  into  the  rivers,  and, 
made  them  coloured  and  to  rise  again,  and  fishing^ 
has  been  stopped  this  week.  Sharp  frosts,  followed' 
by  fine  days,  have  been  had,  which  has  improved  the^ 
prospects  a  little,  and  the  water  has  gone  down  again 
and  is  clearing,  and  with  fair  weather  there  should  be 
good  sport  had  in  this  part  next  week. — Gwynne. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,, 
White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — There  ia 
not  much  to  report  during  the  past  week.  Roach 
have  not  been"' feeding  well,  and  pike  anglers  have  not 
been  successful.  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  jun.,  caught  about 
a  dozen  roach  on  the  11th  and  12th  inst.  from  th 
Langford  back-water.  Dr.  Jim  Race  secured  a  few' 
roach  on  the  13th  inst.,  and  most  of  the  other  anglers 
were  unsuccessful.  A  nice  tench  of  2ilb.  was  picked 
up  on  the  floodgate  hole  shore  on  the  13tli ;  it  was  in 
an  unhealthy  condition,  and  was  no  doubt  left  by  the 
receding  tide.  Another  fine  otter  has  been  seen  at 
Hoe  Mill ;  a  sportsman  walking  round  by  the  river- 
side saw  the  otter  snugly  bedded  in  the  rushes,  and, 
being  so  close  to  it,  stepped  back  a  few  paces  to  take 
aim  and  preserve  the  head  from  being  shattered,  but 
the  otter  was  too  quick  for  him,  and  slipped  into  the 
water  and  under  the  ice  like  a  flash.  I  quite  expect 
to  see  one  in  the  club-room  shortly,  as  the  sportsman 
has  been  offered  10s.  for  the  otter,  and  he  is  tracking 
them. — F.  Keen. 

Nene  (Feterborough). — Alternations  of  frost  and 
thaw  have  been  the  rule  since  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  to-day  (Wednesday)  a  rapid  thaw  has  set  in,  and 
rain  has  fallen.  Since  last  week  the  weather  has  been 
free  from  rain,  and,  consequently,  the  water  in  the 
river  has  fallen  considerably,  there  being  this  week 
about  2  ft.  difference  in  its  height,  the  water  having 
left  the  adjacent  lands.  If  matters  continue  in  the 
same  direction  our  anglers  will  now  very  soon  have  an 
opportunity  of  enjoying  a  little  more  fishing,  which  after 
the  enforced  rest  should  be  satisfactory. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver). — During  my  recent  visits  around 
this  locality  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  material 
upon  which  to  base  anything  approaching  such  a 
report  as  I  could  wish.  The  fogs  and  rains  prior  to 
Christmas  were  really  quite  prohibitive,  particularly 
in  this  district,  though  during  the  holidays  a  visitor 
or  two  was  out,  with  little  or  no  result.  The  waters 
run  well,  and  look  quite  fit  and  tempting,  and  the 
recent  "  cold  snap  "  and  succeeding  occasional  frosts 
ought  most  certainly  tend  to  put  the  pike  upon 
their  inquiry.  Still,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  being 
taken,  from  the  strict  "angling"  point  of  view. 
Should  this  weather  continue,  I  hope  to  do  the 
"  \yater  side"  at  the  week-end,  and  endeavour  to 
ascertain  what  and  who  is  on  the  moor. — Water 
Wagtail.™ 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  was  not  in  quite 
such  good  condition  at  the  end  of  last  week  as  I 
anticipated  it  would  be  ;  still,  in  the  backwaters  pike 
were  moving  somewhat  freely,  and  also  in  a  few 
sheltered  spots  in  the  main  river.  One  nice  fish  of 
14  lb.  was  taken,  and  others  running  up  to  4  lb.  each. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  main  river  is  again  somewhafc 
too  thick,  and  as  the  weather  is  inclined  to  be  rainy  it 
is  likely  to  remain  so ;  such  being  the  case,  the  pike] 
fisherman  should  turn  his  attention  to  the  backwaters,' 
— C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  in  splendid  condition,^ 
and  visitors  should  now  venture  this  way. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy. 
nech).— It  would  puzzle  the  weather  prophets  to 
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predict  the  state  of  it  at  present  for  twenty-four  hours 
in  advance.  On  Wednesday  evening  in  last  week  the 
ground  was  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  several 
inches.  During  the  night  another  change  came  over 
the  scene,  as  rain  descended  in  torrents,  and  before 
daylight  next  morning  the  snow  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared, as  if  by  magic,  and  so  mild  was  the  atmos- 
phere that  in  a  very  few  hours  the  ground  was  in  a 
good  state  for  hunting,  and  all  the  rivers  were  quite 
free  from  "  snow  broth"  before  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  mild  weather  continued  until  Monday  night, 
when  another  very  severe  frost  set  in,  which  again 
put  a  complete  stop  to  hunting,  and,  being  accom- 
panied by  a  very  dense  fog,  nothing  was  done  in  the 
way  of  grayling  fishing,  although  the  rivers  were  in 
good  condition  for  the  sport.  The  frost  increased  in 
intensity  until  Wednesday  afternoon,  when  another 
change  took  place,  as  cold  rain  fell  and  continues 
doing  so  up  to  the  time  of  writing ;  and  as  the  fog  has 
much  increased  in  density,  and  the  barometer  is  now 
below  "  Change  "  and  falling  fast,  the  prospects  of  a 
change  for  the  better  in  the  state  of  the  weather  are 
quite  as  gloomy  as  is  the  outlook  at  the  present 
moment. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  diichester  Canal. — Rivers 
are  fining  down,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  should  be 
in  order  for  all  classes  of  sport.  The  weather  has 
been  dull,  but  rain  has  held  olf.  A  cold  easterly  wind 
has  been  a  drawback,  but  takes  have  been  fairly  good. 
Pike  are  feeding  well  in  the  Ouse  at  Isfield  and 
Hamsey.  Fish  up  to  8Jlb.  have  been  caught,  and  a 
few  roach  and  small  oliub  are  notified  from  Isfield 
and  Barcombe  Mills.  Visitors  to  the  Rother  have 
taken  a  few  pike  up  to  6|lb.,  and  a  brace  of  l^lb. 
perch  was  taken  on  Monday  by  a  Portsmouth  visitor. 
The  Adur,  in  the  Henfield  district,  is  in  fair  order. 
A  pike  of  4flb.  and  a  smaller  fish  were  captured  on 
Saturday  with  live  bait.  A  few  anglers  have 
patronised  Chichester  Canal,  but  results  have  not 
been  satisfactory.  A  pike  of  41b.  2oz.  and  one  of  31b. 
were  taken  at  Donnington  a  few  days  since ;  bream 
up  to  IJlb. ;  perch  of  lib.  2oz. ;  and  small  roach 
have  been  among  the  captures  of  the  week. — Geoege 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  Board  of  Conservators, 
finding  that  the  rod  licences  were  so  few  last  year,  are 
compelled  to  dispense  with  one  watcher.  Who  would 
take  a  licence  when  there  are  no  salmon  because  of  no 
water?  I  hear  also  that  the  drift  net  men  fear  no 
issue  of  licence,  and  this  will  be  a  loss  to  four  men 
who  work  a  line  net,  and  the  many  drift  nets  will 
develop  into  a  four-men  net.  Trout  fishing  commences 
on  Feb.  1,  and  trout  should  be  in  good  condition  after 
so  much  wet  and  no  frost,  and  should  the  water  be 
open  again  a  good  season  may  be  looked  for. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  high  and  muddy  since  last  report,  but  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing  nicely.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  the  snow  was  followed  by  a  fall  of  rain,  which 
cleared  the  snow  off,  but  made  the  river  muddy  and 
full  of  snow  water,  and  quite  out  of  order  on  Saturday. 
Since  Saturday  the  weather  has  been  cold,  and  sharp 
frosts  have  been  had,  followed  by  bright  sunshine  days, 
and  the  river  has  cleared  quickly  and  is  now  getting 
into  fair  order  for  fishing,  and  by  Saturday  should  be 
in  good  order.  Angling  in  this  part  of  late  has  been 
very  quiet,  and  scarcely  an  angler  out.  With  con- 
tinued frosty  weather  there  should  be  good  sport  next 
week  amongst  grayling  with  fly,  maggot,  and  grass- 
hopper. There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint  in 
this  district  lately  about  the  shooting  of  a  dog  otter 
at  Ashford.  It  appears  the  high  flood  forced  it  on 
land,  and  it  was  shot  by  a  farmer.  This  will  deprive 
the  otter  hounds  of  good  sport  in  this  part.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high,  but  are 
getting  in  better  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  prospects  of 

good  sport  last  week-end  were  upset  by  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  which  melted  the  snow  and  caused  the  river  to 
rise  again  and  to  become  muddy ;  but  it  did  not  last 
long,  and  has  been  followed  by  cold,  frosty  nights  and 
bright,  sunshiny  days,  and  the  water  has  gone  down 
and  cleared  quickly,  and  if  we  get  a  continuance  of 
the  frost  grayling  fishing  should  be  good  in  this  part, 
and  good  sport  should  be  had.  The  late  flood  did  far 
more  damage  than  was  expected ;  one  thing,  it  has 
stirred  the  fish  up,  and  with  good  weather  prospects 
are  good. — Worcester. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar).— 
The  present  would  have  been  a  truly  splendid  spawn- 
ing season,  were  it  not  for  the  heavy  floods  which 
carried  away  many  of  the  earlier  deposits.  However, 
in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  streams  there  is  abundant 
promise  of  an  immense  stock,  both  of  salmon  and 
trout  fry.  All  the  efforts  of  the  Westmeath  Society 
were  put  forth  this  winter  for  the  preservation  of  the 
spawning  fish,  and  poaching  was  kept  fairly  under 
control.  The  season  will  open  on  March  1  in  the 
Limerick,  and  on  Feb.  12  in  the  Drogheda  district  of 
the  county,  and  in  the  latter  the  rivers  will  probably 
be  in  fine  ply  on  the  opening  day.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  otters  killed  more  salmon  in  the  Dale  River  than 
Old  the  poachers.   I  saw  one  lovely  fish  of  about  151b, 
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on  the  bank  one  day,  having  a  small  portion  eaten  off 
the  shoulder,  clearly  done  by  an  otter.  Owing  to  the 
heavy  floods  and  the  swollen  state  of  the  rivers,  a 
very  large  number  of  salmon  ascended  far  up  the 
tributaries  and  sub-tributaries  of  the  Boync  this 
present  close  season.  There  is  an  important  prosecu- 
tion for  fish  poaching  to  come  off  at  the  Castle- 
pollard  Petty  Sessions  during  the  present  month. — 
T.  J.  W. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire). — The  angler's 
life  is  not  a  happy  one.  The  flooded  state  of  the 
Witham  and  the  bitterly  cold  weather  have  rendered 
the  riverside  anything  but  pleasant.  Those  few  who 
have  sought  sport  have  found  it  principally  on  the 
tributaries,  such  as  the  Bain,  though  even  this  capital 
winter  resort  has  had  but  very  few  visitors.  Among 
the  takes  to  hand  that  are  mentioned  are  hauls  of 
roach  and  dace  about  Conningsby.  Several  of  these 
were  obtained  by  swimming  the  maggot.  The  Bain 
at  the  present  time  is  in  capital  condition  for  this  sort 
of  fishing.  Despite  the  frosty  weather  this  water 
promises  well.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Barlings 
Eau,  where  it  has  not  been  affected  by  the  floods  and 
frost. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Serwent,  Rye, 
Riccal,  Ouse,  &c.  (Torkshire). — During  the  frost 
of  the  past  two  days  I  heard  of  the  capture  of  a  few 
nice  pike  in  the  deeps  of  the  Yore,  the  largest  weighing 
9|lb.  (caught  by  C.  Robinson  between  Ulshaw  and 
Middleham  Bridge),  therefore,  after  catching  a  few 
nice  dace  yesterday,  I  set  off  in  the  hopes  of  getting  a  few 
jack  to-day.  On  reaching  the  river  I  found  the  edges 
coated  with  ice,  and  the  water  in  capital  trim,  but  after 
hooking  a  nice  pike  of  about  101b.  rain  commenced  to  fall 
thick  and  fast,  and  I  hurried  home.  What  the  weather 
may  be  to-morrow  I  shall  not  attempt  to  prophesy ;  all 
I  can  say  is  that  grayling  fishing  has  fallen  off  again, 
and  at  present  the  outlook  for  sport  is  not  rosy.  I 
have  once  or  twice  during  the  past  week  captured  a 
fair  dish  of  Salnio  thymallus,  but,  on  the  whole,  sport 
has  been  very  indifferent.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Helliwell 
and  Mr.  Walsh  could  only  get  a  brace  each  on  the 
Tanfield  length,  and  on  Monday  Messrs.  P.  M.  Slater, 
Mr.  Whitehead,  of  Wakefield,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston 
did  very  little  better,  their  united  catch  only 
numbering  five  brace.  Lower  down  the  river,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ripon,  Messrs.  Dalton,  Washburn, 
Smithson,  Kirk,  and  others  have  had  better  sport,  the 
best  basket  of  grayling  being  one  of  twenty  fish.  They, 
however,  ran  very  small,  the  best  lure  being  the  little 
red  or  cockspur  worm.  Fair  sport  has  been  the  rule 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub,  etc.,  at  Boroughbridge. 
My  Swaledale  correspondent  says  :  Another  spell  of 
frost  at  the  commencement  of  the  week  raised  the  hopes 
of  the  anglers,  who  began  to  think  that  they  were  sure 
to  catch  some  good  panniers  of  fish.  But  the  hard 
weather  did  not  last  long  enough  to  allow  the  fish  to 
turn  hungry,  so  that  anglers  have  done  very  little  this 
week.  Mr.  W.  R.  Smithson  and  his  son  John 
were  out  last  Tuesday  on  '  Bedale  Beck  on  a 
private  -  stretch  of  water,  which  literally  swarms 
with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  but  their  day's  catch 
only  amounted  to  a  brace  of  fairly  sized-  grayling. 
Another  Northallerton  angler,  who  whipped  the  Swale 
for  a  matter  of  four  hours  the  other  day,  proved  more 
successful,  as  he  landed  five  brace  of  very  fine  grayling. 
The  first  two  and  a  half  brace  he  landed  with  the  fly, 
mounting  in  rapid  succession  the  blue  dun,  olive  dun, 
and  a  black  red  tag ;  but  the  grayling  did  not 
seem  to  relish  any  of  them,  and  it  was  not  until 
he  put  a  cast  containing  a  small  black  spider 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  picking  up  fish.  I 
hear  of  the  capture  of  a  fine  pike  in  the  lower  Wharfe, 
weighing  141b.  A  few  smaller  ones  have  also  been 
caught,  averaging  from  31b.  to  61b.  At  Tadcaster  very 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  on  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  river  some  sport  has  been  met  with, 
especially  in  the  districts  of  Wetherley,  CoUing- 
ham  Bridge,  and  Harewood.  Angling  on.  the 
Nidd  has  been  only  poor,  the  river  having  been  out 
of  condition  for  many  weeks.  The  Derwent  has  run 
into  something  approaching  good  condition  these  last 
few  days.  Some  fair  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
have  been  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamford 
Bridge  and  Elvington ;  pike  are  roving  about  in  the 
district  of  Kirkham  and  Castle  Howard.  Some  sport 
has  been  met  with  the  roach  and  dace  above  Malton 
and  at  School  House  Hill ;  the  best  samples  of  roach 
come  from  the  district  of  Yeddingham,  where  some 
fine  fish  have  been  taken  by  Leeds  and  York  anglers. 
The  Rye,  Dore,  Pickering  Beck,  Costa,  and  other 
tributaries  of  the  Derwent  are  running  in  grand 
condition.  These  streams  are  all  full  of  grayling, 
and  anglers  have  met  with  very  fair  results.  The  army 
of  anglers  is  still  increasing  at  Leeds.  A  new  club 
has  been  formed  by  the  employees  of  the  Grand 
Theatre,  and  already  some  forty-five  members  have  been 
enrolled,  and  the  following  officers  have  been  ap- 
pointed :  Mr.  Tingly,  president ;  Mr.  S.  Skinner  and 
Mr.  Slater,  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  H.  Skinner,  treasurer ; 
Mr.  Yeoman,  secretary.  That  angling  and  the  drama 
may  long  flourish  is  the  wish  of — John  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds, 
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SCOTCH  REPORTS, 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  the 
north  are  settling  down  with  the  advent  of  harder 
weather.  A  slight  snowstorm  was  experienced  last 
week,  but  it  came  to  nothing,  even  among  tlie  highest 
hills,  and  so  mild  has  the  season  been  all  through 
that  late  mountain  berries  are  being  picked  quite 
plentifully  on  the  uplands.  This  will  be  all  the  worse 
for  the  late  spring  waters.  However,  "  sufficient  for 
the  day,"  etc.,  and  meantime  the  open  winter  has 
been  conducive  to  a  fine  head  of  early  fish  running 
inland,  and  by  the  opening  date  these  will  be  found 
plentifully  enough  on  the  middle  and  fairly  upper 
reaches.  Last  week,  at  the  Peterhead  Sheriff  Court, 
two  labourers  were  let  off  for  5.s.  for  poaching  on  the 
Ugie,  while  a  farmer  was  mulcted  in  the  same  sum  for 
"burning  the  water." — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Unfortunately  the  rivers 
which  open  on  Feb.  1  in  this  locality  are  as  a  rule 
not  of  much  importance.  The  Inver,  which  otherwise 
would  be  a  fine  little  spring  sea  trout  stream,  is 
poisoned  by  pollution  in  its  lower  reaches,  and  netted 
out  by  poachers  in  the  upper  ones.  The  Kilroot  is 
largely  preserved  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  Castle  Dobbs.  The 
free  sections  between  Castle  Dobbs  and  Belfast  Lough 
occasionally  hold  sea  trout  and  an  odd  salmon.  The 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will  hold  their  first  annual 
meeting  in  Ye  Olde  Castle,  Belfast,  on  Thursday 
evening,  the  24th  inst.,  at  7.45. — J.  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim). — The  season 
opens  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  the  Bush  on 
Feb.  1.  As  in  the  past  five  or  six  seasons,  Mr.  Victor 
H.  Coates,  Donnybrook  House,  Annandale,  Belfast, 
has  the  salmon  fishing  for  this  season.  The  prospects 
of  fronting  are  good,  as  the  Bush  is  well  preserved, 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated  on  the  free  sections. 
The  Bush,  being  a  slow-moving  river,  fishes  best  in 
rough  weather.  Members  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  are  permitted  to  fish  for  trout  on  the 
preserved  portions  of  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  (Rivers). — The  prospects  for  the  approaching 
angling  are  very  good  at  time  of  writing.  All  rivers 
are  once  more  in  heavy  flood,  and  in  the  earlier  waters 
spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — ^The  season  opens  on  the 
Corrib  on  Feb.  1  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 
Springers  are  not  yet  in  evidence,  as  it  is  rather 'early. 
March  is  the  best  month  for  spring  fishing.  The  river 
will  be  fished  under  the  same  conditions  as  last  year — 
seven  whole-season  rods  or  their  equivalent.  Whole- 
season  rods  cost  60  guineas  ;  half-season  rods,  February 
to  May  and  June  to  September,  35  guineas  each ; 
monthly  and  day  by  day  scale,  according  to  season. 
This  fishery  is  undoubtedly  the  best  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  the  peal  fishing  of  the  summer  months  being 
exceptionally  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Dublin. — Angling  opens  on  the  streams  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Irish  capital  on  Feb.  1.  These  include 
the  Liffey — which  is  improving  as  a  salmon  river — the 
Dodder,  Talka,  King's,  and  some  other  streams  of 
little  account.  The  success  which  has  attended  the 
improvement  of  the  Liffey  as  a  salmon  river  shows 
what  energy  and  some  hard  cash  can  do — even  in  the 
"  disthressful  counthry." — J.  A.  B. 

jBrne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (Co.  Donegal). — 
The  past  spawning  season  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
Erne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  has  been  a  most  successful 
one,  as  a  good  stock  of  fish  has  been  on  all  the  spawn- 
ing grounds  of  both  rivers,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
continuous  high  water  during  the  spawning  months 
poaching  of  any  kind  was  not  attempted.  The  angling 
season  opens  on  Bundrowes  River  on  1st  pros.  The 
river  is  now  in  flood,  but  will  in  all  probability  be  in 
good  fishing  order  by  the  opening  day,  as  at  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  fine,  and  looks  like  remaining  so 
for  some  time.  Fresh-run  salmon  are  already  passing 
through  Bundrowes  River  to  Lough  Jlelvin.—  M. 
RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Prospects  are  good  for  all  waters 
that  open  for  angling  on  Feb.  15,  especially  for  the 
Waterville  and  Laune  Rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney,  —  The  outlook  for  the  approaching 
angling  season  is  good  at  time  of  writing.  Weather 
stormy,  and  rivers  and  lakes  very  high.  Spring 
salmon  are  arriving  in  fair  or  average  numbers. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derff  (Killaloe).— Good 
news  for  spring  salmon  fishers.  For  the  last  eight  or 
ten  days  terrific  south  and  south-westerly  gales  have 
been  blowing  from  the  Atlantic,  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  driving  shoals  of  heavj-  springers  into  the 
estuary,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  Killaloe.  The 
waters  are  getting  into  form,  and  I  will  back  my 
preserves  to  yield  the  first  fish  of  the  new  season. 
Pike  fishing  is  in  full  feather.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Waterville  (Kerry).— Since  ~  last  report  on  the 
hatches,  all  our  sea  trout  is  out,  and  four  boxes  of 
salmon.  We  also  had  a  visit  from  E.  M.  L.Holt,  Esq., 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruc- 
tion Fishery  Branch,  Dublin,  who  measured  104,000 
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eyed  ova  of  the  salmon.  Several  other  boxes  were 
not  eyed,  and  he  seemed  well  pleased  with  his  visit, 
and  1  pointed  out  to  him  the  great  want  of  rearing 
ponds  for  the  young  fry.  His  visit  was  encouraging, 
as  he  said  he  could  turn  out  000,000  ova  out  of 
our  hatchery  as  well  as  what  we  did  this  year  ;  but 
this  means  money  and  help,  and  I  hope  the  Agriculture 
Department  will  see  their  way  to  give  encouragement 
and  develop  the  long-neglected  inland  fisheries  of 
the  different  parts  of  Ireland  as  well  as  Kerry, 
siop  netting  in  the  month  of  July,  allow  sufficient 
stock  of  fish  to  run  the  rivers  for  spawning,  have 
one  open  season  for  netting,  one  close  season,  and 
enlarge  the  present  small-size  mesh,  1^  inch  from 
knot  to  knot,  to  make  2;^  inch.  This  will  allow 
under  size  fish  to  escape,  and  give  a  chance  to  the 
spawning  of  fish  in  streams  and  rivers  which  are  at 
present  scarce  enough,  not  like  a  few  years  back. 
Hoping  to  have  good  results  and  tight  lines  for  coming 
imes, — Tim  McCabthy. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  u.se  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  18 : 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 


Aldeburgh 


Uarwich  . 


Buniham-on-  1 
Crouch] 

Southend  Sheer-1 
ness  and  Leigh] 

Margate,  Broad-j 
stairs*  Earns- > 
gate  ■  I 

Deal  and  Dover. . . 


Hastings . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton  j 


Newhaven 


Shoreham  and) 
Soutliwick  ] 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island] 


Plymouth 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Men. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
3.  9 
p.m. 

3.32 

a.m. 

3.53 
p.m. 
4.13 

a.m. 

4.33 
p.m. 
4.53 

a.m. 

5.13 
p.m. 
5.33 

a.m. 

5.53 
p.m. 
6.13 

a.m. 

6.33 
p.m. 
6.54 

a.m. 

7.17 
p.m. 

7.41 

8.  4 

8.25 

•8.47 
9.  9 

9  30 
9.50 

10.11 
10.31 

10.52 
11.13 

11.34 
11.56 

0.16 

8.46 
9.  8 

9.30 
9.52 

10.13 
10.32 

10..53 
11.14 

11.35 
11.55 

0.17 

0.38 
0..')8 

9.34 
9.55 

10.17 
10.39 

11.  0 

11.20 

11.41 
~ 

0.  1 

0.22 

0.  43 

1.  4 

1.25 
1.46 

11.  2 
11.24 

11.46 

0.  7 
0.28 

0.  48 

1.  8 

1.28 
1.49 

2.U 

2.33 

2.54 
3.14 

11.13 
11.35 

11.57 

0.18 
0.39 

0.59 
1.19 

1.39 
2.  0 

2.22 
2.44 

3.  5 
3.25 

11.56 

0,17 
0.38 

0.59 
1.20 

1.41 
2.  1 

2.20 
2.39 

2.58 
3.18 

3.39 
4.  0 

10.59 
11.20 

11.41 

0.  2 
0.23 

0.  4t 

1.  4 

1.23 
1.42 

2.  1 
2.21 

2.42 
3.  3 

10.  0 
1U.23 

10.46 
11.  8 

11.30 
11.52 

0.14 

0.  37 

1.  0 

1.23 
1.45 

2.  7 
2.29 

9.44 
10.  7 

10.30 
10.52 

11.14 
11.36 

11.58 

0.21 
0.44 

1.  7 
1.29 

1.51 
2.13 

10.10 
10.33 

10.66 
11.18 

11.40 

0.  2 
0.24 

0.47 
1.10 

1.33 
1.55 

2.17 
2.39 

10.25 
10.46 

11.  6 
11.26 

11.46 

0.  6 
0.25 

0.  45 

1.  4 

1.24 
1.44 

2.  5 
2.27 

10.28 
10.51 

11.14 
11.36 

11.58 

0.20 
0.42 

1.5 
1.28 

1..51 
2.13 

2.35 
2.57 

10.44 
11.  5 

11.26 
11.47 

0.  8 

0.29 
0.50 

1.12 
1.34 

1.55 
2.16 

2.36 
2.57 

4.49 
5.13 

5.36 
5.58 

6.19 
6.40 

7.  0 
7.19  j 

7.38 
7.58 

8.18 
8.38 

8.57 
9.17 

Burnham-on-Croucli.— During  the  past  week  the 
local  fishermen  have  been  doing  more  with  the  gun 
amongst  the  wild  fowl  than  with  the  rod  and  line. 
On  Saturday  last  one  of  them  shot  five  fine  mallard, 
and  whilst  rowing  along  he  saw  a  commotion  on  top 
of  the  water ;  he  fired,  and  on  going  up  to  see  the 
result  of  his  shot  he  discovered  a  nice  conger  eel, 
which  he  secured,  having  been  shot  in  the  head.  It 
turned  the  scale  at  81b.  Very  few  fish  are  in  the  river 
now ;  no  doubt  it  is  attributable  to  the  snow,  water, 
and  cold  winds.  A  fev/  London  anglers  came  down  on 
Jan.  13,  but  their  united  takes  did  not  reach  over  a 
score  fish :  what  few  dabs  they  had  were  very  good. 
This  week-end  the  tide  will  not  be  suitable  for  rod 
and  line  fishing.  During  the  past  week  the  netsmen 
have  been  doing  next  to  nothing ;  they  say  the  fish 
have  at  present  left  the  river. — I.  Weight. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — No  whiting  have  been  taken 
upon  the  pier  since  Saturday  last,  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  they  have  quite  finished  their  season 
here,  i'latfish  have  also  recently  been  conspicuous 
by  their  absence,  and  the  present  outlook  is  anything 
but  briight.  Mr.  Igglesden  and  Mr.  Vaughan  expe- 
lienced  fair  pier  sport  on  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
each  taking  about  a  score  of  whiting,  and  Mr. 
Vaughan  also  getting  a  small  cod  of  71b.  2oz.  A  few 
local  rods  were  plied  on  Sunday  without  success,  and 
on  Monday  Mr.  Bowles  got  no  'return  whatever  from 
his  two  hours'  fishing.  Mr.  Filmer  fished  for  a  while 
on  Tuesday,  but  did  not  get  a  bite,  and  Mr.  Maitland 
and  Mr.  Bowles  had  the  same  experience  on  Wednes- 
day. Mrs.  Abrahams  was  successful  in  making  a  good 
bag  of  whiting  upon  the  pier  on  Friday,  11th  inst., 
and  included  in  her  catch  a  handsome  specimen 
which  scaled  lib.  15oz.  —J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 


Dingle. — During  the  last  few  days  fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  the  fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  season, 
but  not  manv  anglers  have  been  out,  owing  to  the  cold 
weather.— T."  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  grey  mullet  seem  to  have  for- 
saken us  for  the  time,  and  very  few  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  A  few  small  pollack,  however,  have 
been  taken  from  the  piers,  and  some  nice  flat  fish  on 
the  ledger  lines  at  bottom.  Tiie  mackerel  have  come 
in  much  earlier  this  season.  We  generally  look  for 
them  in  February,  but  the  drift  boats  have  been 
coming  in  with  some  good  catches  of  very  fine  fish, 
many  of  them  over  21b.  They  fetched  very  high 
prices,  and  they  were  nearly  all  sent  off  to  London 
and  French  markets.  The  herring  boats  are  still 
having  good  catches,  and  the  Barbican  is  indeed  a 
busy  scene  all  day  long  by  the  boats  arriving  and 
discharging  their  fish.  One  of  the  railway  agents  told 
me  that  last  week  in  two  days  they  sent  away  thirty 
tons  of  herrings.  It  is  a  lucky  thing  for  the  men  at 
this  time  of  the  year  that  they  are  having  such  good 
catches. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.) 

Valentia. — During  the  last  few  days  some  fair 
takes  were  had  of  pollack,  but  other  fish  gave  but 
little  sport.  At  Portmagee  a  few  hake  and  ling  have 
been  caught.  The  weather  is  very  cold,  but  generallj' 
favourable  for  sea  angling,  after  a  succession  of  gales. 
— T.  J.  D. 


January  20. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Amicable  Waltonian  :  Prize  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Peg-down  Match. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Ploxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Addlestone. 

North-east  Brothers  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Egham. 

Original  Alexandra  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Pcokham  Brothers  :  Outing. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Shepperton, 

Wandsworth  :  Match  at  Kingston. 

Warwick  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

West  London  :  Match. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
January  21. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 
January  22. 

Cobden  :  Visit. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mv.  J.  Tayler. 
Oglander :  Concert. 
January  23. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Concert. 

Jan.  27. — Allason  United  :  Match,  Taplow. 

„  27. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Room  Match. 

,,  27.— Brompton  :  Supper  match  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  27.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 

,,  27.— Crown  and  Buckland  :  Iilatch  at  Wraysbury. 

„  27.— Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

„  27.— Harlesden  :  Match. 

,,  27. — Izaak  Walton:  Match  at  Shiplake. 

,,  27. — Lincoln  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

„  27. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Bom-ne  End. 

,,  27.— Sundial  ;  Supper  Match. 

,,  27. — Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

,,  28. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit  and  Concert. 

„  28. — Original  Alexandra:  Annual  Supper. 

„  28.— Park:  Visit. 

,,  28.— Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

„  29.— Clifton  ;  Visit. 

„  29.— Clissold  :  Visit. 

,,  30. — Eagle  :  Supper. 

,,  30. — Holloway  :  Concert. 

,,  30.— Izaak  Walton  :  Roving  Match. 

„  30.— White  Hart :  A.  B.  S.  Concert. 

,,  31. — Carlton  :  Visit. 


Fishes  from  the  Nile  at  Kensington. — The 
results  of  the  survey  of  the  fishes  of  the  Nile,  which 
was  commenced  in  March  1899,  have  been  so  satis- 
factory that  the  Egyptian  Government  has  notified 
the  authorities  of  the  British  Museum,  through  Lord 
Cromer,  that  it  is  prepared  to  continue  the  investiga- 
tion during  the  coming  year.  About  2,500  fishes,  the 
Scotsman  says,'  have  up  to  the  present  been  collected 
and  -  forwarded  to  the  Natural  History  Museum  at 
South  Kensington  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Loat,  the  specialist 
sent  out  by  the  Museum.  These  specimens  were  taken 
from  the  great  lakes  of  the  Delta,  the  Nile  from  the 
sea  to  Assouan,  and  the  Fayoum.  The  determination 
and  description  of  the  fishes  have  been  entrusted  to 
Mr.  G.  A.  Boulanger,  the  ichthyologist  of  the  British 
Museum.    This  task  will  occupy  some  years. 


IRepovts  from  Clubs. 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  muxf. 
reach  us  nut  later  than  nVE  o'clock  on  Thursday 
livening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 
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Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C.— The  delegate  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  21,  at  8  p.m.  Will 
all  members  please  note  that  the  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  Company,  under  date  of  11th  inst., 
advise  me  as  follows:  "Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  adviss 
you  that  the  tares  from  Hammer.smith  to  Fulwell, 
Richmond  to  Sunbury,  and  Richmond  to  Shepperton' 
will  in  future  be  Is.,  and  perhaps  you  will  kindly 
arrange  to  give  your  members  the  necessary  intima- 
tion."— R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting 
List). — The  next  return  visit  and  smoking  concert 
takes  place  on  Jan  28,  at  the  Crown  and  Buckland 
Association,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green, 
E.C.,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On  29th  the 
Clissold  Association,  held  at  the  Cricketers  Hotel, 
Worthwold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  take  their  return  ^ 
visit.  I  hope  on  both  these  occasions  we  shall  have 
a  good  muster. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.— On  Jan.  13  Mr.  A.  Churcher 
saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  two  nice  jack  from 
the  river  Mole  at  Esber,  although  the  water  was  in- 
very  bad  condition.  Will  members  kindly  turn  up  in. 
force  next  Tuesday  night  for  very  important  business  ? 
— Alf.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake 
Hotel,  Ladbroko  Grove,  W. — The  members  had  their 
usual  weekly  meeting  last  Monday,  when  some- 
important  business  was  transacted.  The  members 
fish  their  New  Year's  match  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  20— 
towpath  only;  two  rods  allowed.  The  train  leaves 
Westbourne  Park  Station  at  9  o'clock  sharp.  All 
members  are  earnestly  requested  to  be  present. — ' 
C.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge  Street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.— 
Our  last  match  of  the  season  is  fixed  for  the  27th,  and 
some  good  prizes  are  the  order  of  the  day.  If  the 
weather  holds  out  I  anticipate  a  good  result  from  the 
members.  Several  had  fish  on  Jan.  13.  We  are 
negotiating  with  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  to  fish' 
12  to  15  for  a  supper,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  report 
the  date  and  place  in  next  issue. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  On  Jan.  13 
several  members  were  out ;  Mr.  Black  weighed  in 
jack.  On  Jan.  15  Mr.  Drew  weighed  in  a  few  nice 
roach. — J.  Chambers. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  Jan.  13  several 
members  were  out,  but  only  Mr.  C.  Cannar  was  suc- 
cessful, weighing  jack  from  the  Wey,  taking  lapsed 
jack  prize.  There  are  also  three  lapsed  prizes  for 
Jan.  20,  go  where  you  please.  Very  glad  to  note  such 
a  good  attendance  of  members  at  the  Peckham  Brothers' 
visit.  Report  of  delegates  given  concerning  business 
transacted  at  conference  with  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
which  was  duly  accepted,  and  Messrs.  H.  Mallett  and 
C.  Cannar  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  their  services. 
Members  are  urged  to  make  a  point  of  attending  the 
special  general  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  23rd,  for 
important  business. — W. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£3  from  the  Peckham  Brothers,  £2  Is.  9d.  from  the 
Blenheim,  12s.  9d.  Late  Anglers'  Pride  from  their 
donation  boxes,  and  5s.  6d.  donation  from  C.  A. 
Payton,  Esq.,  Calais,  per  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  On 
Dec.  28  two  applications  were  made,  and  £12  granted ; 
on  Jan.  11,  one  application,  and  £6 granted.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  Jan.  25.  Secretaries  requiring  donation 
boxes  for  their  club  rooms  can  be  supplied  on  applica- 
tion to  R.  Ghurney,  116,  Murray-street,  Hoxton,  N. 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Jan.  27  we  fish  an 
open  roving  match  for  three  prizes,  to  go  down  on  the 
morning,  jack  barred,  punt  barred,  private  and 
subscription  waters  barred.  Mr.  Thomas  Leavey  and 
Mr.  F.  Robinson  were  elected  working  members. — 
A.  Dejongb. 

Bermondsay  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Spider  were 
the  only  members  to  weigh  in  on  Jan.  13.  Mr.  J. 
Smith  weighed  in  roach  and  chub  on  the  16th.  Our 
January  series  of  prizes  takes  place  at  Wargrave  on 
the  20th,  towpath  only.  All  members  to  book  to  and 
return  from  Wargrave  Station. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Our  January  series  of  prizes  were  fished 
for  at  Wargrave  on  the  13th,  all  prizes  being  taken  by  the 


January  19,  190 1 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


47 


BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

Durins  Januaryi  1901. 


are  disposing  of  tlieir  "1900''  STOCK,  MODEL,  and  SPORTING  GARMENTS, 
under  We  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


Half  Price. 


Gabardine  Combination  Shooting  Coats, 
81s.  Gc<?.  ;  Knickor  Breeches,  15.s.  and 
21s. ;  Eiding  Breeches,  21s.  and  2(;s.  8^/.; 
Covert  Coats,  31s.  GJ.  ;  Lancaster 
S:iiock>,  81s.  (jd.  ;  Burberry  Capes, 
31s.  C<?. ;  Kilt  Goats,  21s.;  Yeoman 
Coats,  21s. ;  Ruin-pronfpd  ?Vrp«;  Shooting 
Coats,  81s.  M. ;  Knicker  Breeches,  21s.  ; 
Eiding  Breeches,  2Gs.  ?)d.  ;  Weather-alls, 
31s.  {Ul.  ;  Ulsters,  fi3s. 


Three-quarter  Price. 

Faultless  Stock  Garments. 

Gabardine  Combinatiou  Shooting  Coats, 
4Ss.  ;  Breeches,  31s.  Gc/.  ;  Highland 
Capes,  81s.  Gr?.  ;  Slip-ons,  48s.  ;  Rain- 
prooffd  Tired  Barberry  Coats,  4«s.  ; 
Breeches,  81s.  G7.  ;  Highland  Cap:s, 
48s.  ;  Burberry  Capes,  G3s.  ;  Weather- 
alls,  48s.  and  G:-5s.  ;  Slip-ons,  68s. 


30  61c  31,  Haymarliet,  X^orrdon., 


THE  WEATHER-ALL 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRYS 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


following  in  rotation  :  Mr.  Etherington,  Mr.  W.  Stone, 
G.  Howard,  F.  Jones,  J.  Wheolhou.se.  Will  m'jmbers 
turn  up  in  force  next  Wednesday — very  important 
business  to  settle — and  try  and  all  come  this  night  ? — 
J.  Wheelhousb. 

Blenheini  Angfling-  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim  Crescent,  Netting  Hill. — Since  last  report 
T.  Hunt  has  weighed  in  roach  and  dace ;  H.  Wilkins, 
dace,  chub,  roach,  and  perch.  The  match  on  Jan.  13 
last,  in  Veitch's  pound  at  Langley,  between  Messrs. 
Parker  and  King  resulted  in  a  blank.  I  went  down 
myself,  and  I  didn't  wonder  at  no  fish  being  caught 
when  I  saw  the  disgraceful  state  of  the  water,  with  the 
foulest  of  foul  bDttoms,  and  the  filthiest  of  the  refuse 
of  the  London  dust-bins  floating  on  top.  I  really 
think  that  the  Anglers'  Association  should  take  some 
steps  in  the  matter,  as  at  present  the  cutting  is  not 
only  unfishahle,  but  it  is  not  healthy  for  any  angler 
to  sit  beside  it.  My  suggestion  is  that  the  association 
either  have  it  cleaned  out  and  restock  it,  or  give  it 
up  altogether. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling'  Society, 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holboru,  W.C.  —  On 
Jan.  13  Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed  in  roach  and  dace,  81b. 
Ofoz. ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  chub  and  roach,  71b.  OJoz. ;  and 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  roach,  51b.  OJaz.  On  Feb.  25  we 
have  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  On  Jan.  16  it  was  decided  to 
keep  the  books  open  until  Jan.  23,  when  all  subscrip- 
tions must  be  paid  without  fail. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.— Since  last 
report  the  following  have  weighed  in :  Mr.  C.  Par- 
menter,  jack,  81b.  4ioz.;  Mr.  T.  Tucker,  jack,  41b.  2oz. : 
Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  H.  Kelly,  roach. 
Will  those  members  engaged  on  the  rules  amendment 
committee  please  attend  regularly  ? — A.  Robertson. 
.  Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Wostbourne 
Park. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  have  an 
outing,  and,  as  it  would  be  the  last  one  of  the  season, 
it  was  agreed  that  it  should  take  place  on  Feb.  24, 
at  Pangbourne,  all  the  members  to  start  together. 
Several  members  have  been  out,  but,  unfortunatelv, 
with  no  results. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tains Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.  — Three  prizes  taken 
at  Henley  on  Jan.  13,  Messrs.  Fitzgibberd,  Carter, 
and  Bent  being  the  winners.  Members  and  friends 
are  reminded  not  to  forget  our  "  Smoker  "  on  Jan.  23. 
All  brother  anglers  are  cordially  welcomed.  — 
W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem  Street,  Bishop's  Road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— We  fish  off  the  match  postponed 
on  the  13th  on  the  20th  at  Burnt  Mill,  from 
Latton  Mill  to  Harlow,  roving,  for  fourteen  prizes  : 
First  21s.,  second  13s!  6d.,  ten  prizes  of  IDs.  6d.,  a 
smoker's  companion  together  with  5s.,  and  a  lamp 
-value  10s.  6d.  All  members  to  alight  at  Burnt  Mill 
Station,  sign  on  at  the  Railway  Inn,  and  show  fish  not 
later  than  six  o'clock  at  the  same  house  ;  start  fishing 
at  9.33,  and  cease  at  4.30.  Jlessrs.  C.  Pycroft  and  W. 
Elliott  will  be  the  stewards.  Members  who  are  in 
arrears  will  be  eligible  to  fish  in  abave  match  pro- 
vidmg  they  clear  themselves  by  Saturday  at  the  club- 
house. Mr.  C.  Hazard  weighed  in  roach  and  Mr.  R. 
Nursey  dace  on  the  13th.  We  had  a  prize  of  10s.  6d. 
given  last  Tuesday  for  the  heaviest  roach  from  the  Lea 


from  this  date  till  the  end  of  the  season.— B.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James 
Street,  Camden  Town. — On  the  11th  we  had  a  big  im- 
provement—Messrs. Cook,  roach,  141b.  9oz.  ;  Gill  and 
Parker  also  having  decent  takes  of  roach  and  perch. 
Will  members  kindly  show  up  on  Wednesday  next  to 
arrange  next  outing  and  other  business  ?  —  R. 
Marshall. 

Central  'Visiting  List. — The  return  visit  which 
took  place  at  the  Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Masons'  Arms,  East  Walworth,  on  Tuesday  evenirig 
last  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  presided 
in  his  usual  genial  and  able  manner,  being  supported 
by  Mr.  T.  Crumplin  ("  Old  Izaak "),  m.  W.  Wade, 
A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  Frank  Newton,  J.  Nunn,  J.  Smith, 
A.  G.  Smith,  and  quite  a  host  of  well-known  anglers 
from  all  quarters.  An  excellent  company  of  really  good 
artists  rendered  some  capital  songs,  and  a  most  pleasant 
evening  passed  only  too  quickly.  Host  G.  H.  Shepherd 
and  Mr.  T.  Gibbs  did  their  utmost  for  the  comfort  of 
visitors.  On  the  roUcall  by  the  secretary  the  following 
societies  (thirty-four  in  all)  were  well  represented— 
Alma,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
AthenfEum,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Cam- 
den, Clifton,  Collingwood,  Cosy,  Firm  and  True, 
Friendship,  Great  Northern,  Islington,  Izaak  Walton, 
North  London,  Oglander,  Peckham,  Phoenix,  Royal 
George,  Seymour,  South  Bermondsey,  St.  Albans, 
Stockwell,  United  Brothers,  Victoria,  Walham  Green, 
Wellington,  Wenlock,  Hoxton,  Eustonians,  St.  John's^ 
Bloomsbury,  New  Albions.  A  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  chairman.  Next  visit  is  to 
the  Phcenix  Angling  Society,  W. 

Clapham    Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley  Road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  

Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match  on 
Jan.  20  at  Hampton  Court  for  six  prizes.  Train  from 
Clapharii  Junction  8.27,  return  from  Hampton  Court 
6.10.  Quarterly  meeting  is  on  Wednesday,  23rd,  when 
the  books  must  be  cleared,  or  Rule  9  will  be  strictly 
enforced.  Locale  of  another  match  to  be  settled  next 
meeting  night. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — Few  members  were  out 
on  Jan.  13.  Mr.  Gisbourne,  saving  a  blank  with  a  nice 
show  of  bream,  securing  first  prize  ;  thus  leaving  two 

prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  20.    Open  •  rovmc  

F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— Do  not  forget  the  visit  to  the  original  Clerken- 
well  A.S.  on  Monday  next,  held  at  the  Coach  and 
Horses,  St.  John's-square,  Clerkenwell.  Any  club 
visiting  them  will  be  sure  of  a  visit  in  return.  The 
quarterly  delegate  meeting  of  the  C.  and  D.  V.  L.  will 
be  on  Thursday,  Jan.  31,  to  meet  at  the  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  at  9.15  p.m. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketer,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  Jan.  13  only  one 
succeeded  in  getting  fish— viz.  Mr.  A.  Coulsen,  with 
21b.  SJoz.  of  roach.  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  29,  we  take  our 
return  visit  to  No.  2  Eastern  District.  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams,  visiting  officer,  will  be  present  to  call  the 
roll,  which  I  hope  will  be  liberally  responded  to. — 
E.  J.  Hunt. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
S.E. — Our  first  visit  on  the  South  Lsndon  visiting  list 


will  take  placs  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  29,  at  8.80. 
Our  esteemed  friend  Mr.  Leveine,  of  the  Central 
Association,  has  kindly  consented  to  preside  during  the 
early  part  of  the  evening,  after  which  the  chair°will 
be  occupied  by  Mr.  Wade,  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society.  Trusting  to  have  the  support  of  our 
South  London  anglers  and  friends  on  this  our  first 
show,  when  a  hearty  welcome  will  be  given  by  the 
members  of  our  club. — E.  C.  Addison. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Jan.  13  Mr.  E.  Baxter  weighed  in  a 
splendid  show  of  roach  (over  241b.),  which  also  count 
for  Mr.  Harry  Lunt's  cup.  Our  return  visit  will  be 
on  Jan.  22,  when  I  hope  secretaries  who  have  not 
received  a  post  card  will  accept  this  notice  as  an 
invitation. — A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars  Road.— On  the  13th  W  E 
Elsey  weighed  in  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Ball,  roach  * 
Mr.  P.  Beames,  roach.— P.  P.  Sorge. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  Since  my  last  report 
there  has  been  nothing  doing.  On  Tuesday,  the  15tli, 
a  fair  attendance,  when  the  supper  question  was  dis- 
cussed, and  several  members  gave  in  their  names. 
Those  that  were  not  present  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday,  the  22nd,  as  final  arrangements  must  ba 
made  on  that  date. — S.  Malby. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E. —Mr.  Hockerday  on  the  12th 
inst.  weighed  in  perch  from  the  Wey — largest  fish 
lib.  10|oz.  Members  please  attend  to  arrange  for  an 
outing.  Those  in  arrear  with  subscription  please  note. 
— G.  P.  Montgomery. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  next  outing  is  arranged  for 
Jan.  27  to  fish  for  the  three  prizes  offered  bv  our 
worthy  president,  S.  Gathercole,  Esq.  Will  member.s 
please  turn  up  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  a  suitable 
place  for  the  outing  ?— E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. —Messrs.  G.  Smith,  A.  Kidd,  and 
A.  J.  Bannister  were  out  on  Jan.  13,  but  were  not 
favoured  with  very  good  sport.  On  Monday  Mr.  J. 
Bannister  brought  home  a  fair  show  of  jack  and  dace 
from  the  Kennett. — E.  Dyball. 

Forest  G-ate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Since  last  report  several  members  have  been 
out,  but  only  one  fish  worth  recording  has  been  taiien, 
which  was  a  jack,  weight  131b.  14.i3z.,  taken  by  our 
Mr.  Sargeaut,  who  has  never  been  jack  fishing  before. 
Will  members  who  are  in  arrears  kindly  come  up  to 
the  clubhouse  next  Tuesday  to  settle  ? — H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — 
On  the  13th  Messrs.  Ellins,  Fowler,  Baily,  James, 
Verity,  and  Mowe  had  fish  nearly  401b.  We"  have  the 
trout  (taken  by  Mr.  Verity)  home  from  Jlr.  Cooper's  ; 
it  is  beautifully  put  up. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crowi, 
Churoli-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — Messrs.  Maybury  and 
Thompson  had  some  good  roach  on  the  13th,  and  Mr. 
Haines  had  perch.  On  the  15th  there  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members,  when  it  was  decided  to  have 
our  annual  supper  on  Feb.  19.  More  particulars  later 
on. — R.  ^Murphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesdcn.— Since  our  last  report  there  have 
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been  several  changes  of  officers.  Mr.  Cashen  takes 
the  phice  that  Mr.  Dawe.'!,  our  late  secretary,  has 
vacated.  The  notable  catches  of  fish  this  last  week 
are  l\Ir.  Ide,  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Shilcock,  perch 
It  is  suggested  that  we  fish  a  match  on  Jan.  27.  Par- 
ticulars as  to  time  and  localitv  will  be  published  in 
next  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  Members  will  greatly 
oblige  by  putting  in  an  appearance  next  meetino- 
night. — E.  S.  C.  ° 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
lb2,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green,  E.— Wo  had  a  very 
nice  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  and  our  members 
will  have  a  peg-down  match  on  Jan.  20,  from  Ware 
Lock  to  the  engine  house,  all  to  fish  with  a  tight  line 
only;  to  start  from  Liverpool  Street  at  8  a.m.,  start 
fishing  at  9.30,  to  finish  at  5  o'clock,  show  fish  at  the 
Victory  at  6  o'clock.— W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Ivmgsland  Road.— On  Jan.  13  Mr.  Rolfe 
weighed  in  roach,  and  Mr.  McGrath  dace.  On  Jan.  15, 
Mr.  Norman  in  the  chair,  it  was  decided  that  our  post- 
poned outing  to  Addlestone  should  take  place  on  Jan. 
20.  Same  regulations  to  be  observed  as  for  Jan.  13. 
The  train  leaves  Waterloo  at  8.45  a.m.  -  E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  IMyddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  prize-winners  in  our 
match  at  Windsor  were:  Mr.  Wilks,  1st,  21b.  Ofoz 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Bennv,  2nd,  lib.  GJoz.,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  Croker,  3rd,  lib.  2^3z.,  roach;  Mr.  Bur- 
wash,  4th,  lib.  IJdz.,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Brookman 
chub  and  gudgeon;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  dace  ;' 
Mr.  Howard,  roach  ;  :Mr.  Reeve,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.' 
Wood  was  elected  a  member,  and  Mr.  T.  White  pro- 
posed.— J.  H.  Hubert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
Jan.  27  at  Shiplake.  There  are  also  three  "  specials  " 
to  be  competed  for  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  30,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington.— Since  our  last  report 
a  very  few  fish  have  been  weighed  in.  Several 
members  were  out,  and  through  late  arrival  could  not 
weigh  in.  Our  last  meeting  was  well  attended,  and 
we  have  decided  to  have  our  last  match  of  the  season. 
Will  members  attend  next|  week  to  make  final 
arrangements  ? — G.  Bence. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kynaston  Road,  Stoke  Newington.— Several  members 
of  above  society  went  out  last  Sunday,  and  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in  good  catches  of  roach— viz.,  Messrs. 
Rintowl,  Shrosbree,  and  Reid.  It  has  been  decided  to 
hold  a  smoking  concert  in  connection  with  above  on 
Monday,  Feb.  11,  and  an  excellent  programme  is 
anticipated.  Several  well-known  artists  have  promised 
to  assist,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  the  means  of 
bringing  in  a  large  influx  of  new  members  to  this 
already  flom-ishing  society.— J.  A.  Halford. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Jan.  13  a  few  members  were 
out,  only  one  having  fish — Mr.  Evens,  41b.  lljoz.  of 
roach  and  dace.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  next 
week  to  make  themselves  eligible  for  outin<'  fixed  for 
the  27th.— W.  Watting. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe  Lane,  E.G.- Members  are  again  requested  to 
note  the  date  of  next  quarterly  meeting — Saturday, 
Feb.  2.  Competition  to-day  (Jan.  19)  at  Hertford- 
boundary,  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock.  Terms  as 
usual. — Hon.  Sec. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burton-on-Trent. 
— Our  fortnightly  meeting  proved  to  be  a  pleasant  one, 
a  good  number  of  members  attending.  Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Jan.  12  and  13,  and  made  some 
fine  catches  of  roach  and  perch,  Mr.  W.  G.  Dennis 
being  in  front  with  four  roach,  averaging  about  lib. 
each,  and  three  perch,  l^lb.  each.  A  few  good  pike 
have  also  been  taken  in  the  Trent  during  the  last  few 
days. — T.  Gee. 

North-East  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Jan.  13  we 
did  not  have  a  very  large  show  of  fish,  but  what  we 
had  was  very  nice,  and  the  following  members  weighed 
in  :  Messrs.  Thorn  with  jack ;  J.  Eaton  with  roach ; 
H.  Hart  with  roach;  and  E.  Lamb  with  bream.  On 
Jan.  20  a  peg-down  match  takes  place  at  the  Rye 
House.  All  members  taking  part  in  the  match  must 
start  by  J;he  first  train,  7.30  from  Globe  Road.- 
G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. —  On  the  7th  the 
members  sat  down  to  a  leg  of  mutton  supper,  pro- 
vided by  our  worthy  host,  who  presided,  and  to  which 
ample  justice  was  done.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ford, 
seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Hutch,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  for  his  kindness  in  placing  such  a  splendid 
repast  on  the  table.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared,  the 
rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony.  Will  the 
members  attend  the  next  meeting  without  fail,  so  as 
to  arrange  an  outing,  and  oblige, — H.  Hutch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
go,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,— Mr.  A.  H.  Harling 


weighed  in  the  first  fish  of  the  new  century,  a  perch 
of  8oz.  We  have  an  outing  to  Egham  (book  to  Staines) 
on  Jan.  20,  for  three  prizes.  Members  going  down  can 
catch  the  8.15  Waterloo.  Bank  only,  two  rods,  jack 
barred.  On  Tuesday  we  elected  "a  new  working' 
member,  Mr.  Harold  Dold.  Our  usual  monthly  concert 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  22,  when  the  chair  will 
be  occupied  by  our  president  and  host,  Mr.  C.  L. 
Wright.  Commence  at  8.30,  admission  by  programme 
to  be  obtained  from  the  officers  of  the  society.  The 
committee  are  kindly  requested  to  attend  on  Friday 
Jan.  25,  at  10  p.m.;  also  on  the  two  consecutive 
Fridays— same  time— as  we  have  a  lot  of  work  to  get 
through  with.— H.  W.  Mokgan. 

Old  "Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon.— A  general  meeting  was  held 
on  Jan.  6,  to  transact  important  busmess.  We  had  a 
good  muster,  and  much  good  work  was  done.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  Parker,  Schultz, 
Frost,  and  Savage  for  their  services  in  inauCTuratin"  the 
society,  also  to  Mr.  Price  for  his  offer  to  turn  "in  a 
quantity  of  eels,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been 
put  in.  The  bailiff  has  procured  in  two  nettings  some 
200  fish,  all  sizable,  which  were  turned  in  the  water  in 
the  presence  of  myself  and  other  subscribers.  The 
water  will  be  closed  from  March  15  to  June  15,  for  all 
fishing,  same  as  Thames  rules.  This  is  a  new  society 
but  with  many  old  heads  at  the  back  of  it,  and  shortly 
will  it  become  one  of  the  leading  clubs  of  the  North  of 
London.  The  finance  needs  support.  In  numbers  of 
members  we  had  fifty  enrolled  before  the  club  actually 
started,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  three 
fifties.  Rules  and  cards  will  soon  be  ready  and  sent 
to  members,  also  notice  of  the  next  meeting.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  James,  who  was  in  the  chair,  closed 
the  meeting. — G.  Schultz. 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 

and   Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  Our 

outing  on  Jan.  13  at  St.  Margarets  resulted  in  J.  Nao-le 
and  T.  Hayward  winning  one  each.  We  fish  the  same 
place  and  conditions  on  Jan.  20;  show  fish  in  the 
Railway  Tavern  at  5.30.  A  special  meeting  called 
for  Jan.  23  to  consider  a  new  arrangement  — 
George. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society 

Coach  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  E.C.— On  the  13th 
only  three  prizes  were  taken  at  Bom-ne  End  Mr 
Callow,  first,  roach,  61b.9oz. ;  Mr.  Smith,  second,  roach' 
41b. ;  and  Mr.  Abbott,  roach,  21b.  5oz.  Do  not  foroet 
our  visit  on  the  C.  &  D.  on  the  21st,  when  Mr 
Thorling  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  for  the  first  visit  of  the  new  century 
— A.  H.  ' 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Since  last  report  several  members  have 
been  out,  but  with  very  poor  results.  The  first  fish 
of  the  century  was  weighed  in  by  Mr.  A.  White  on 
Jan.  6,  he  having  roach  from  Ware.  Members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  in  force  on  Tuesday 
next,  Jan.  22,  to  arrange  about  our  next  outino-  for 
which  we  have  several  valuable  prizes.  The^'next 
return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  takes  place 
at  this  club  on  Monday,  Jan.  28,  when  we  hope  to 
have  a  record  muster.  Plenty  of  talent  is  promised, 
and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  any  brother 
anglers  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend.— H 
Gates. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bmgton-street,  N.  W.— Weighing-in  has  not  been  heavy 
lately,  but  hope  to  see  all  members  at  Bourne  End  on 
Jan.  27,  when  we  fish  for  Mr.  Tompkins's  tankards  and 
three  other  prizes,  all  to  go  down  on  the  mornino- ; 
bank  only,  one  rod,  no  re-training. — B.  C.  °  ' 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  The  weather 
on  Jan.  13  being  more  favourable,  we  had  a  better 
show  of  fish  than  for  some  time  past,  Mr.  Monk  hav- 
ing a  nice  show  of  perch,  etc.,  Robins  and  Whitford, 
roach.  We  fish  for  a  series  of  prizes  at  Taplow  on  Jan.' 
28.  All  start  by  the  8.40  a.m.  train.  Two  rods  and 
all  fish  to  weigh.— W.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  the  13th, 
cup  outing  to  Hampton  Court,  when  the  following 
were  successful :  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Woollen,  and  myself. 
On  the  15th,  Mr.  C.  Gordon  Cowen  was  elected  as  an 
honorary  member.  I  shall  be  obliged  if  members 
who  have  not  done  ;  o  will  kindly  attend  and  clear  the 
books. — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Jan.  13  Mr. 
W.  Costin  weighed  in  chub  and  dace,  including  a 
pretty  fish  of  nearly  31b. ;  also  Mr.  T.  Whichelow, 
roach  and  dace ;  altogether  they  represented  a  pretty 
little  show. — J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  "Visiting  List. 
—The  inaugural  visit  to  a  newly  established  society, 
The  Clifton,  will  take  place  on  Jan.  29  at  their  head- 
quarters. The  Palmerston,  Clifton-road,  Peckham. 
This  being  their  first  visit,  I  trust  the  anglers  of  South 
London  especially  will  rally  round  and  give  them  a 
good  bumper.  We  are  still  waiting  for  a  few  more 
societies  to  join  om-  visits ;  our  subscription  is  2s.  per 
annum. — A.  G,  Smith. 


Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouso,  E.— On  Jan.  13  Messrs.  Woodford 
and  Grindrod  weighed  in  some  grand  roach  and  dace, 
the  former  winning  a  lapsed  prize.  Johnnie  Morrish's 
concert  was  a  success— he  returns  thanks  to  clubs 
represented. — W.  Bb.\ttie. 

Stock-well  Angling  Society.Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— Mr.  Ansty  was  top  weight  on 
Jan.  13  with  a  grand  show  of  roach  ;  Messrs.  Jenkins,  J 
H.  Pain,  and  A.  Pain  also  having  fish.  Tickets  for  J 
the  annual  dinner  will  be  ready  on  Tuesday  next,  and 
the  latest  particulars  published  in  next  week's  Fishitiq 
Gazette.— A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  Kings- 
street,  Hammersmith,— During  the  week  Mr.  Trench 
weighed  in  jack,  Mr.  Thomas  jack,  and  Mr.  Phelps 
chub  and  perch.  Next  meeting  night  the  final 
arrangements  will  ha  made  for  the  outing  to  Bourne 
End  and  supper  match  with  the  Brorapton  Angling 
Society  on  Jan.  27. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers,  i 
— The  next  competition  takes  place  on  Jan.   27.  1 
Specimen  fish  only — heaviest  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
Prizes  all  the  same  value,  presented  by  the  club. — 
Geo.  Barrow. 

Victoria  Brothers' Angling  Society.— On  Jan.  13 
Mr.  Austin  weighed  in  a  good  show  of  roach.  Secretary 
hopes  to  meet  every  member  next  Wednesday. — J.  H.  B.  i 
Waggoner  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert  I 
Embankment. — We  have  had  some  grand  shows  of 
fish  on  our  trays  during  the  past  month.  On  Dec.  9 
Mr.  Clegg,  roach  ;  on  the  23rd,  Mr.  Walter,  perch  ;  on 
the  28th,  Mr.  Betts,  roach  ;  on  Jan.  13,  Mr.  Walter, 
perch.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  15th.  I  hope 
members  will  show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  so  we  can 
make  arrangements  for  our  next  match. — H.C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— A  fully  attended 
meeting.  IMembers  remember  outing  to  Shepperton 
on  Jan.  20,  all  to  go  down  by  the  8.3  a.m.  from  Clap- 
ham  Junction.  Mr.  Roemar's  prize  for  best  specimen 
fish  (jack  barred),  and  sweepstakes.  A  benefit  concert 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  E.  Sutehall,  our  late  member,  also  of 
the  Foresters,  will  take  place  at  the  Fulham  Liberal  i 
Club  on  Feb.  11.  All  members  and  friends  requiring  1 
tickets  can  obtain  them  at  the  above. — W.  L.  Kerry.  ^ 

Wandsworth  Piscatorial,  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth. — Our  next  match  takes  place  at 
Kingston  on  Jan.  20,  for  a  series  of  prizes.  Towpath 
only.  All  to  go  by  the  9.12  a.m.  from  Clapham 
Junction,  and  return  by  the  6  p.m.  from  Kingston.  I 
should  like  to  see  members  turn  up  next  Wednesday 
night  to  decide  some  very  important  business. — Sec, 
piv  tern. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke, 
Shernhall-street,  Walthamstow. — We  wish  to  inform 
members  that  we  have  an  outing  on  the  20th  to  Ware. 
Members  to  fish  from  below  the  Town  Bridge  to 
Hertford  Loch  and  to  use  only  one  rod.  The  book 
must  be  signed  on  Ware  Bridge,  and  to  show  fish  at 
the  Bull  Inn  not  later  than  five  o'clock.  The  stewards 
are  Messrs.  Calicut,  Porde,  Hows,  Piper,  Riley, 
Robinson,  and  Sizer. — W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  the  balance-sheet 
was  read,  showing  a  good  balance  in  hand.  On  the 
15th  Mr.  Buckingham  weighed  in  jack  and  Mr.  Renn 
roach.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members 
at  our  next  meeting,  as  we  have  several  prizes  to  fish 
for. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  13,  and  the  following  weighed  in 
fish  :  Mr.  Homer,  jack,  Mr.  Pethurst'  and  Mr.  Rason, 
'un.,  roach.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that 
it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan. 
23. — R.  Lowther. 

"White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — On  the  13th  the  following 
weighed  in  roach  :  W.  Butler,  H.  Sawyer,  H.  Walton, 
the  first-named  member  winning  my  prize  "  Joint  of 
Beef."  We  fish  for  W.  Butler  and  H.  Walton's  prizes 
on  Sunday,  Jan.  20.  All  fish  "  Lea  only."  Will 
members  please  attend  next  meeting  night  to  assist 
the  committee  in  arranging  the  programme  for  our 
return  visit  on  Jan.  30  ? — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Ye  Olde  Brewerie  Tappe  Anglers,  Woodbyne- 
grove,  Penge,  S.E. — The  members  of  the  above  club 
held  their  annual  dinner  at  their  club-house  on  the 
9th,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr. 
Loughton,  our  secretary,  was  at  the  head  of  the  table, 
assisted  at  the  other  end  by  Mr.  H.  Duly.  Great 
praise  is  due  to  our  worthy  hostess  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  the  dinner  was  served.  After  dinner  the 
usual  speech-making,  toasts,  and  songs  were  given. 
During  the  evening  an  exhibition  of  the  noble  art  of 
self-defence  was  given  by  Messrs.  Loughton,  Jim 
Havell,  H.  Hughs,  H.  Mickley,  and  Mr.  Percival,  "  The 
man  in  kharki  from  the  front,"  etc. — H.  Duly. 
'  Te  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — Our  New  Year's 
outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  20  at  Windsor,  not  Eton.  All 
fish  together.  All  members  wishing  to  compete  should 
be  at  the  Junction  not  later  than  8,15. — F.  Taylob, 
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OTTER  HUNTING. 


The  news  that  a  dog  otter,  weighing  251b.,  has  been 
killed  on  the  river  Thames  near  Staines,  says  the 
Standard,  will  interest  many  besides  professed  sports- 
men. The  otter  is  commonly  regarded  as  on  the  point 
of  extinction,  simply  because  he  is  an  animal  of  so  much 
reserve  that  he  never  appears  in  public  if  he  can  pos- 
sibly help  it.  If  anyone  should  say  the  fact  of  one 
otter  having  been  seen  on  the  river  Thames  justifies 
us  in  believing  that  if  there  were  many  more  would  be 
seen,  the  answer  is  that  there  might  be  hundreds 
more  whose  existence  would  be  wholly  unsuspected 
till  the  otter  hounds  had  visited  the  water.  Of  course, 
otters  are  more  j)lentiful  on  some  rivers  than  on 
others.  But  we  are  assured  on  good  authority  that 
there  is  not  a  stream  in  the  country  where  otters  are 
not  to  be  found  by  those  who  know  how  to  look  for 
them.  In  the  western  counties  and  in  Wales  they  are 
just  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  sixty  j'ears  ago. 
There  is  no  dearth  of  them  in  the  north  or  in  York- 
shire ;  and  the  masters  of  otter  hounds  nowadays 
expect  to  kill  from  ten  to  twenty  brace  in  a  season. 

Notwithstanding  the  numbers  killed  every  season, 
the  otter  holds  his  ground.  He  is  far  more  appreciated 
than  he  used  to  be  as  a  beast  of  chase,  and  the  anglers 
have  ceased  to  regard  him  as  their  worst  enemy.  Of 
course,  he  takes  toll  of  trout  and  salmon,  but  then  he 
also  consumes  large  quantities  of  coarse  fish,  especially 
eels,  which  feed  greedily  on  the  spawn  and  fry  of  the 
nobler  kinds.  It  was  Izaak  Walton  who  gave  the 
otter  a  bad  name,  which  it  now  appears  that  he  did 
not  quite  deserve.  Gilbert  White  echoes  the  com- 
plaint, but,  as  a  naturalist,  was  glad  when  a  dog  otter, 
weighing  twenty-one  pounds,  was  shot  in  a  brook  near 
Selborne,  as  he  had  not  previously  thought  that  the 
animal  was  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  Very 
likely  there  were  scores.  He  is  essentially  a  nomad, 
never  abiding  long  in  one  pool  or  in  the  same  burrow, 
though  he  will  have  a  variety  of  retreats  known  to 
him  along  the  banks  of  his  river,  all  of  which  he  visits 
in  turn. 

Mr.  Bell,  the  naturalist,  writing  in  1837,  thought 
that  otter  hunting  "  had  dwindled  of  late  years  into 
the  mere  chase  of  extirpation."  And  Daniel,  just  a 
hundred  years  ago,  said  much  the  same  thing.  But 
last  century,  in  1855,  Walsh  gave  elaborate  directions 
concerning  the  sport,  with  minute  instructions  as  to 
the  making  of  otter  spears.  At  all  events,  it  has  now 
quite  regained  all  its  former  popularity ;  and  for 
seeing  dogs  hunt .  there  is  probably  no  sport  to  be 
compared  to  it.  The  complete  wildness  of  the  animal, 
and  the  beauty  of  the  country  through  which  the 
chase  conducts  us,  add  to  its  charm,  and  cause  it, 
in  the  estimation  of  many  sportsmen,  to  stand  second 
to  none  in  the  calendar  of  woodcraft.  Another  point 
in  its  favour  is  that  it  comes  on  just  when  other  kinds 
of  hunting  are  going  out.  Fox  hunting  ends  and 
otter  hunting  begins  almost  exactly  at  the  same 
moment ;  and  it  lasts  through  the  time,  from 
April  to  September,  when,  for  obvious  reasons,  the 
country  cannot  be  ridden  over. 

The  otter  hunter  has  nothing  to  fear  in  the  way  of 
agricultural  obstruction,  except  the  mowing  grass, 
which  his  men  and  dogs  would  soon  trample  to  death, 
if  they  were  allowed  to  enter  it.  A  thickly  clothed 
meadow  is  to  the  otter  hmiter  in  June  what  a  field  of 
standing  barley  is  to  the  partridge  shooter  in  Sep- 
tember. But  the  brooks  that  come  tumbling  down 
the  rocky  glens  of  the  western  and  northern  shires 
are  not  always  fringed  by  meadow-land,  and  there  the 
hunt  is  to  be  seen  in  its  full  perfection.  The  most 
useful  dogs  for  it  are  fox  hounds  and  the  old  rough 
otter  hounds  mixed  together,  the  latter  being  the  best 
for  finding  the  otter,  and  the  former  for  running  him 
down.  The  terrier,  however,  who  is  used  to  bolt  him, 
has  the  post  of  danger,  and  is  entitled  to  a  large  share 
of  the  honour  and  glory  of  a  successful  season.  The 
otter  bites  savagely.  He  can  crack  a  dog's  leg  in  two 
as  if  it  was  a  chicken  bone,  and  often  is  not  despatched 
by  the  pack  before  he  has  left  his  mark  on  two-thirds 
of  them. 


CHRISTCHURCH  FISHING. 

{To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.) 
Deab  Sir, — I  must  thank  Mr.  Edward  F.  Spence 
for  his  kind  correction  in  last  week's  Fishing  Qazette. 
It  was  not  my  intention  to  exaggerate  the  weight  of 
any  fish  that  he  caught,  and  I  certainly  had  an  im- 
pression that  he  had  caught  a  larger  fish  than  his 
wife's.  But  as  we  were  chatting  upon  sport  on  the  river 
in  general,  and  I  was  not  taking  notes,  having  no 
intention  of  writing  an  article  upon  the  subject,  I 
have  fallen  into  an  error  which  may  be  excused.  I 
think  he  said  the  chub  was  71b.,  and  he  admits  that 
Preston  the  fisherman  believed  it  to  be  7Jlb.  How- 
ever, Mr.  Spence  probably  knows  that  its  exact  weight 
was  6|lb.  I  did  not.  I  think  "  days  gone  by  "  doss 
not  mean  "  years"  ago.  I  would  add  that  the  article 
in  question  was  sent  to  a  friend  of  his  before  it  ap- 
peared in  the  press,  wh3 1  am  sqre  would  have  carrected 
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the  weight  of  the  pike  had  he  noticed  it.  I  must  thank 
Mr.  Spence,  who  as  a  stranger  to  me  when  I  paid  my 
first  visit  to  Christchurch  gave  me  'suchi  excellent 
advice  as  to  the  fishing  there,  and  consequently  I  am 
sorry  to  have  caused  him  any  "  unhappine8s.",'.IIf 
Mr.  Spence  reads  the  article  again  he  will  find  that  I 
do  not  suggest  that  he  used  coarse' tackle,  for  I  know 
the  reverse  was  the  case. — Yours  truly, 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  usual  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  was  held 
on  the  10th  inst.  at  the  "Silver  Grid"  restaurant, 
Market-street,  Manchester,  about  35  clubs  being  repre- 
sented. Much  of  the  business  was  of  an  interesting 
character,  and  included  the  fixing  of  dates  for  this 
season's  contests.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  "  Silver 
Grid "  Challenge  Cup  Competition  on  July  6  next, 
and  the  Championship  Competition  on  Aug.  17.  The 
waters  to  be  fished  will  be  arranged  later.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  holding  of  the  annual  dinner 
on  Feb.  28,  and  this  will  be  on  a  much  larger  scale 
than  before,  as  200  tickets  are  being  issued,  the  whole 
of  which  it  is  expected  will  be  eagerly  sought  for. 

The  progress  of  the  association  is  still  maintained, 
and  the  following  clubs  were  admitted :  Talbot 
Angling  Society,  Salford ;  Duchy  Angling  Society, 
Pendleton  ;  and  the  "Thirty  "  Angling  Society,  Man- 
chester. Stocking  operations  have  been  renewed,  and 
since  the  last  report  our  canals  at  Marple  and  New 
Mills  have  received  over  1,000  fine  roach,  perch,  tench, 
etc.  By  the  time  this  report  is  in  print  another  lot 
will  have  been  transferred  to  the  Peak  Forest  Canal 
at  Strines.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Mar.  14 
next.  Tom  Dbiveb,  Hon.  Sec. 


NORTH-EASTERN  SEA  FISHERIES. 


The  report  of  the  Fishery  Officer  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Ashford)  to  the  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee will  be  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  the  23rd  inst. 
Mr.  Ashford  says :  The  weather  during  the  past 
quarter  has  been  of  an  abnormal  character,  with 
temperature  more  higher  than  lower,  though  generally 
with  a  moist  atmosphere,  which,  added  to  the  prevail- 
ing off-shore  wind,  and  consequent  smoother  sea,  kept 
many  kinds' of  fish  to  the  in-shore  waters  later  than 
has  been  known  in  other  years,  and  under  other 
climatic  conditions,  and  in  this  connection  I  may  say, 
and  the  facts  cannot  be  cloaked,  that  the  in-grounds 
have  been  frequently  and  successfully  raided,  except 
in  one  case,  and  this  one  would  probably  not  have 
been  discovered  had  the  gear  not  been  fast  in  the 
rocks  and  the  fishermen  being  afloat  going  to  their 
lines  at  the  time  who  reported  the  case.  The  weather 
was  thick  at  the  time  and  dark,  the  trawler  being 
qiiite  invisible  to  those  on  the  cliffs.  I  have  been 
assisted  from  time  to  time  by  the  coastguards  of  Filey 
cind  Scarborough  in  several  ways,  but  have  felt  the 
need  of  a  saitable  vessel  to  pursue  vessels  that  have 
been  discerned  at  night  approaching  the  shore,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  hire  such  vessel,  but  without  success. 
A  strong  general  feeling  prevails  that  the  steam  cutter 
St.  Quintin  should  be  kept  on  the  coast  in  readiness  to 
put  out  at  any  time  when  off-shore  winds  and  fine 
weather  attract  the  great  trawlers  shorevvards.  I 
have  been  requested  by  several  eminent  and  influential 
persons  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
board.  The  total  quantity  of  fish  landed  within  the 
north-eastern  district  during  the  past  quarter 
amounted  to  1,179, .379  cwt.,  as  against  1,132,376  cwt. 
during  the  corresponding  months  of  1899,  or  an 
increased  output  of  47,003  cwt.  The  value  of  fish 
landed  during  the  past  quarter  amounted  to  £910,036, 
as  against  £853,400  for  the  corresponding  months  of 
1899,  or  an  increased  value  of  £56,636.  The  returns 
do  not  show  an  extraordinary  large  increase,  consider- 
ing the  amount  of  new  tonnage  put  afioat  during  the 
year,  and  when  it  is  further  considered  that  everything 
great  and  small  in  fish  life  is  put  upon  the  markets 
for  sale.  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Dept., 

17,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Bait,  to  prepare  Pith. — The  pith  is  the  spinal 
marrow,  and  when  taken  from  the  bone  presents  two 
skins.  The  first  must  be  removed  by  cutting  the 
column  open  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  then  skinning 
it  off  with  the  finger  and  thumb,  being  very  careful 
not  to  injure  the  inner  skin.  Boil  the  pith  for  a  few 
minutes,  till  this  inner  skin  becomes  brownish,  then 
shake  it  up  with  a  little  bran  till  dry.  Cut  it  up  into 
suitably  sized  pieces,  and  ground  bait  with  boiled 
brains,  either  chewed  up  or  cut  into  minute 
pieces. 
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How's  this  for  high  ?  Just  as  I  was  about  to  indulge 
in  a  little  grumble  at  the  wretched  weather  we  were 
enjoying  (?),  the  sun  "  comes  out,"  and  a  contemporary, 
thawed  out  by  its  warmth,  gives  vent  to  the  following: 
"  Sunshine — sweet,  clear  winter  sunshine — favoured 
London  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  kingdom 
yesterday.  It  was  a  day  to  be  glad  in.  At  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year  there  were  snow  and  rain 
and  roaring  winds.  Yesterday  the  air  was  crisp,  with 
just  that  delightful  suspicion  of  frost  in  it  that  made 
it  particularly  delightful,  and  the  wind  was  only  a 
breeze  that  toyed  with  stray  curls.  In  Hyde  Park  the 
quality  drove,  and  in  all  the  other  London  parks  the 
quantity  walked  and  skipped  and  bowled  hoops  and 
lounged — and  all  basked  in  sunshine  that  made  it 
almost  a  halcyon  day.  A  few  days  ago,  snow,  rain, 
mud,  gales,  ice,  slush.  A  few  days  hence — who  knows  ? 
Not  the  Meteorological  Office.  They  prefer  not  to 
forecast  days  ahead.  But  the  isrobabilities,  so  far  as 
they  can  be  focussed,  are  in  favour  of  frost." 


The  Christmas  show  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  like 
"Charley's  Aunt,"  is  still  running,  and  continues  to 
give  much  satisfaction.  The  strong  men,  Jlessrs. 
Ronco  and  Monte,  who  are  fine  specimens  of  athletes, 
create  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  especially  when,  as 
on  Saturday  last,  their  supremacy  is  challenged.  On 
this  occasion  a  representative  from  Derby  essayed  the 
task,  but  a  "  chest  expander"  and  the  2031b.  bar  bell 
lift  with  one  hand  were  too  much  for  him. 


Coahoma  and  others  of  the  kindness  to"  serpents 
cult,  says  Forest  and  Stream,  who  would  put  man  and 
snake  on  a  peace  footing,  without  waiting  for  the  lion 
to  lie  down  with  the  lamb,  have  set  themselves  to  a 
gigantic  task.  If  the  fear  of  snakes  is  not  imjjlanted 
in  human  nature,  it  certainly  is  manifested  at  an  early 
age,  and  is  practically  universal.  The  United  States 
Bureau  of  Education  has  just  completed  an  extended 
inquiry  into  the  subject  of  fear  among  children.  By 
means  of  lists  of  objects  of  fear,  which  lists  were 
distributed  to  teachers,  parents,  and  others,  for  the 
questioning  of  children,  the  facts  were  collected 
covering  15,000,000  cases.  The  figures  show  that 
thunderstorms  are  more  generally  the  object  of  fear 
than  any  other  one  thing,  and  next  come  reptiles, 
Then  in  order  follow  strangers,  darkness,  fire,  death, 
domestic  animals,  disease,  wild  animals,  water,  insects, 
ghosts.  Some  of  these  fears,  as  that  of  thunderstorms, 
may  be  classified  as  natural ;  others,  as  of  ghosts,  are 
the  result  of  teaching.  Where  does  the  fear  of  reptiles 
belong  ? 

The  Fisherman's  Dream. 
By  the  swiftly  flowing  river,  with  the  yellow  May  flies 
gay, 

With  the  swallow,  hawk,  and  plover, 
And  the  moorhen,  and  the  dipper. 
There  I  love  to  spend  my  day. 

After  golden  trout  and  gravliug,  very  artful  trout  and 
sly, 

Fishing  all  the  runs  and  rijiples 
'Neath  the  trees  by  rock  and  willow, 
There  I  love  to  cast  my  fly. 

Lordly  heron,  startled  wild   duck,  loudly  scoldir,g 
cleaves  the  air ; 

Partridge  calling,  pheasant  crowing, 

Dragonfly,  with  armour  flashing, 
Help  to  make  the  prospect  fair. 

Now  see  there  the  trout  are  rising,  rising  boldly,  swirl 
and  splash. 
Taking  every  fly  that  passes — 
Green  drake,  grey  drake,  alder.  May  fly — 

Hungry  trout,  see  how  they  dash  ! 

Carefully  I  cast,  and  softly  lights  my  fly  upon  the 
stream, 

True  and  straight,  and  floating  grandly. 
Ha  !  he  has  it  I — hooked  securely  1 
'Tis  true,  'tis  true,  the  fisher's  dream  ! 

— Sporting  Times. 


"  The  Food  Killers  "  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated 
article  by  Arthur  Henry  in  the  December  number 
of  Frank  Leslie's  Monthly,  in  which  the  author 
describes  several  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  fish  that 
are  most  able  to  wage  war  upon  other  fish  in  the 
intense  struggle  for  existence  among  the  creatures  of 
the  deep.  The  article  is  descriptive  of  an  investigation 
at  Wood's  HoU,  Mass.,  where  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission  maintains  its  extensive  hatchery  and 
marine  biological  school.  The  manner  in  which  the 
stort  minnows  are  constantly  on  the  alert  to  protect 
their  nests  from  dejjredations  forms  an  attractive 
study.  The  shark  sucker,  \^  hich  fastens  itself  on  the 
belly  of  a  shark  and  feeds  upon  the  morsels  which  fall 
from  his  mouth,  is  a  parasite  of  the  sea  that  presents 
some  peculiar  features.  The  hermit  crab,  which  appro- 
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piiates  the  shell  of  a  snail  for  its  own  protection, 
killing  the  original  inmate  to  got  possession  of  his 
house,  is  a  curious  fish,  and  it  does  not  hesitate  to 
change  its  house  as  soon  as  it  finds  a  more  desirable 
shell.  The  repulsive  sea  toad  is  not  without  its  attrac- 
tive peculiarities  for  the  student.  The  shark  and  the 
swordfish  are,  however,  among  the  greatest  destrovers 
of  food  fish  off  this  coast,  and  owing  to  their  size 
and  voracity  their  fishing  is  not  unattended  with 
excitement  and  a  spice  of  danger. 


P  It  is  not  often  that  abstracts  of  patent  specifications 
are  exactly  amusing,  unless  a  peculiarly  ingenious 
perpetual  motion  man  be  the  inventor,  but  the  follow- 
ing specification  of  an  electric  fishing  rod  is  worth 
reading  : — 

25,628.  J.  W.  J.  Lindbohm,  Helsingfors,  Fin- 
land. Fishing  Apparatus.  Dec.  28,  1899.  In  a 
fishnig  rod  to  be  used  in  fishing  for  fish,  with  the 
object  of  actually  seeming  fish  of  large  size  with- 
out loss  of  tackle,  the  inventor  uses  a  metallic 
line  insulated  for  that  portion  of  its  length  which 
may  be  drawn  imder  water,  and  connected  to  one 
terminal  of  the  secondary  of  an  induction  coil  whose 
other  secondary  terminal  is  earthed  to  water  bv  a 
ball-ended  metallic  line.  The  coil,  batterv,  reel 
of  earth  wire,  and  push  contact  may  all  be 'in  the 
butt  of  the  rod.  On  a  fish  being  hooked,  the 
button  is  pressed,  and  the  fish  killed,  or  sufficiently 
^  stimned  to  allow  of  its  being  at  once  drawn  from 
the  water. 

The  inventor  evidently  means  business,  though  his 
contrivance  does  not  seem  quite  sportsmanlike.  The 
implication  that  anglers  are  not  alwavs  bent  on 
"actually  securing  fish  "  is  very  fminy.  Whether  he 
would  succeed  in  securing  fish  by  throwing  a  small 
insulated  cable  at  them  is  another  question. 


A  PIKE  weighing  191b.  was  caught  in  the  river 
Wey,  near  Guildford,  on  Friday  by  a  man  named 
Mills.  The  fish  gave  the  lucky  angler  some  good  sport 
before  it  was  landed. 


A  DOG  OTTJCR,  weighing  251b.,  was  caught  on  Jan.  12 
in'a  trap  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  at  Staines  by 
Charles  Hone  (better  known  as  "  Otter  "  Hone),  the 
loca-1  keeper  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  ever  taken  from  the 
river.  Traces  of  others  have  been  discovered  in  the 
district. 


Two  more  large  otters  have,  within  the  last  few 
da3-s,  been  killed  along  the  course  of  the  Lark  River, 
flooded  out;  they  were  found  snugly  ensconced  in  a 
litter  heap  near  the  river. 


In  looking  over  my  copy  of  the  "  Sporting  Fish  of 
Great  Britain  "  I  tried  to  find  out  whether  "  conger 
eel"  \yas  included  in  the  category.  According  to  Mr. 
J.  Wright,  of  Burnham-on-Crouch,  "  a  local  fisherman 
saw  a  commotion  on  the  top  of  the  water,"  fired,  and, 
hey  presto  1  an  81b.  conger  was  the  result.  Really' 
one  does  not  know  in  this  the  twentieth  century 
whether  to  take  the  gun  or  the  rod  when  in  search  of 
fish. 


The  Ki  igston  Piscatorial  Society  held  a  roach  com- 
petition on  the  Thames  on  Jan.  13  and  14,  members  to 
fish  on  one  day  only.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlctt  with  a  roach  of  lib.  9oz.,  and  the 
second  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Pope  with  a  roach  of 
lib.  3oz.  Messrs.  Amphlett  and  Pope  fished  together 
at  Thames  Ditton.  There  was  a  good  show  of°roach 
on  the  club  trays. 

A  WELL-KNOWN  fishing  tackle  firm  advertise  in  a 
contemporary  their  "  suits  for  boat  fishing,"  consisting 
of  trousers,  jacket,  and  sou'-wester ;  but  under  the 
heading  of  "  sou'-wester  "  the  reader  is  asked,  in  order- 
ing, to  give  chest  and  waist  measurements,  also  length 
of  leg  !  "  No  more  on  that  head  !  Some  one  has  put 
his  foot  in  it !  " 


Last  week  a  short  memo  and  photo  of  the  late  Mr. 
Preston  Gardner  appeared  in  this  paper.  As  a  fine 
sportsman  he  was  highly  eulogised.  Speaking  of  the 
pier  and  boat  competitions  at  Deal,  of  which  he  had 
officiated  as  judge  for  three  years,  it  was  stated  that 
"  as  recently  as  Nov.  17  he  was  on  duty,  and  was  out 
timit  fishing  the  same  day."  Of  course  it  should  have 
read  "  boat  fishing."  Like  our  contemporary  with  the 
sou'-westers,  we  are  in  the  same  boat. 

I  DEEPLY  regret  having  to  report  the  death  of  Mr. 
C.  J.  Ward,  of  the  Bostonian  Angling^Society,  and  hope 
next  week  to  publish  a  portrait  of  this  much-respected 
angler. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next  Mr.  James  Tayler  ("  Bed 
Palmer  ")  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  at  the  Man- 
chester Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 
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TuE  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  ^n^lors' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Mondav  evenino-  Jan  21 
at  the  Cnpplegate  Institute,  Golden'Lane,  Barbican  ' 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  0,  Mr.  C.  O.  IMinchin 
will  rea,d  a  paper  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Societv,  entitled  "A  Few 
Observations  on  Pishing  on  Marks." 


I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  Sid.  Ransom,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  Lychnobites,  the  new  season's  "card,"  showiu" 
alteration  of  rules,  list  of  fixtures,  etc.  I  note  that 
the  quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on  Saturday 
evening,  Feb.  2,  at  headquarters,  the  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe-lane,  E.G.  I  am  also  reminded  that  subscrip- 
tions are  now  due,  and  should  be  sent  on  to  the  hon 
sec,  Mr.  S.  Ransom,  at  "  The  Ben." 

Me.  Fobd,  of  the  Manor  Fisherv,  Gaistor,  has  a 
large  crop  of  English  tench  and  carp  this  season.  On 
Monday  last,  at  one  haul  of  the  net,  he  took  1  386 
common  carp  of  3in.  to  lOin. ;  but  this  was  surpassed 
by  a  recent  take  of  2,249  tench  at  one  haul,  runnincr 
from  6in.  to  15in.  The  crop,  too,  of  rainbow  trout  is 
very  heavy.  Persons  who  think  of  stocking  should 
apply  at  once,  as  he  is  very  heavily  booked  alreadv, 
and  operations  are  always  stopped  by  frost  and  flood."  ' 


An  account  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Wye  Board 
of  Conservators  will  appear  next  week. 


It  is  computed  that  the  average  catch  of  pilchards 
off  the  Cornish  coast  is  one  hundred  and  fiftv  millions. 


The  Fish  Fry. 

You  may  talk  about  the  rivers  that  are  rippled  bv 
the  fish, 

But  I  always  like  'em  better  when  they're  served  up 
in  the  dish ; 

And  sayin'  that  reminds  me  of  a  dinner,  crisp  and 
brown. 

That  day  we  went  a-fishiii'  and  brought  the  fish  to 
town. 

The  fish  a  feller's  buyin'  at  the  stores  ain't  half  as 
fine 

As  them  he  fishes  for  himself  and-  hauls  up  on  his 
line. 

To  feel  'em  all  a-bitin' — see  the  cork  a-goin'  down  1 
An'  that's  the  kind  o'  fish  we  had— t^e  kind  we 
brought  to  town. 

An'  them  fellers  round  the-  table:!— wasn't  any  time 
for  talk — 

No  after-dinner  speeches  — but  the  fish,  we  made 
'em  walk  ! 

Each  feller  at   that  dinner  was  promptly  in  his 
place. 

And  the  fish  were  served  amazin',  and  there  wasn't 
any  grace. 

The  major  took  the  |trout  in  ;   the  colonel  scooped 
the  perch  ; 

The  parson  said  he'd  never  leave  a  catfish  in  the 
lurch  I 

And  the  way  we  made  'em  all  fly  made  the  coloured 

waiters  wince, 
And  there's  never  been  a  dinner  like  that  fine  fish 

dinner  finse. 

— Atlanta  Constitution. 


An  enterprising  Boniface  recently  offered  three 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  in  a  certain  provincial  canal. 
The  entrance  fee  was  6d.,  and  the  prizes  (handsome 
ones)  were  to  go  to  the  winner  of  the  heaviest  take  of 
fish,  the  best  specimen  fish,  and  to  the  angler  who 
displayed  the  greatest  skill  during  the  four  hours' 
fishing.  Now,  it  transpired  that  there  were  no  fish 
in  the  canal,  and  it  looked  like  being  a  good  thing 
for  the  organiser  of  the  "show."  The  first  and 
second  prizes,  of  course,  were  not  taken,  but  No.  8 
came  up  smiling  for  third  prize.  "On  what 
grounds  do  you  claim  third  prize  ?"  asked  Boniface. 
"  Well,  you  see,  it's  like  this.  I  used  six  hooks.  On 
the  bottom  one  I  used  a  lob  worm;  on- the  second, 
a  lump  of  dough ;  on  the  third,  a  bunch  of  gentles  ; 
on  the  fourth,  a  piece  of  toasted  cheese  (for  chub)  ; 

on  the  fifth,  a  bundle  of  blood  worms  "    "  Hold 

hard  !  What,  in  the  name  of  fair  angling,  did  you  use 
on  the  sixth  hook  ?  "  "  On  the  sixth  hook  I  suspended 
a  bright  tin  label,  with  the  following  inscription 
legibly  written :  '  If  you  do  not  see  what  you  want 
below,  come  up  and  ask  for  it.'  "  He  took  the  cake— 
I  mean  xirize. 


with  a  banking  account  of  something  like  ,tl2  000  ' 
tuey  are  to  be  sincerely  congratulated  upon  the'  bi^^"' 
success  they  have  built  around  them.    One  has  only 
to  enter  choose  his  favourite  game,  and  sit  down  and 
enjoy  it.    Bil hard  room,  skittle  alley,  chess  table, 
nlTI\''   ''f''':^l.""ent  bar,   and  a  magnificent  hall 
capable  of  holding  about  six  lumdrod  persons,  are  all  ^ 
there,  every  comfort  being  provided  for  ladi«8  An 
angling  society  also  flourishes  beneath  the  same  roof 
and  ample  proof  of  their  prowess  is  to  be  seen  upoia 
tlie  walls  of  the  clubroom,  the  excellent  cases  bv 
Cooper  making  a  brilliant  show.    I  was  accompanied 
on  my  tour  of  inspection  by  Mr.  Walker,  an  official  of 
the  club,  in  whom  I  recognised  an  old  school  chum 
Large  catches  are  credited  to  Mr.  G.  Blatchley  and 
Mr.  King  during  the  present  season.    Centrals  !  vou 
have  my  best  wishes. 


I  looked  in  at  the  Central  Club,  Clerkenwell-road, 
the  other  evening,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  hour 
with  the  members  assembled.  Nothing  that  could 
tend  towards  their  comfort  and  amusement  seems  to 
have  been  overlooked.    Thirteen  hundred  strong,  and 


As  the  Mick  was  leaving  home  the  other  mornin<^ 
he  was  asked  by  his  wife  to  call  at  the  grocer's  on  his 
way  back  and  bring  her  a  dozen  fresh  eggs,  "and  be 
sure  she  added,  "  to  bring  peniiv  ones."  Mick  pro- 
mised obedience,  but  during  the  journey  his  wonderful 
busine.ss  capacity  must  have  floated  to  the  top  for 
when  he  arrived  home  ho  dumped  on  the  table  24 
egg.s  with  the  remark,  "There's  ver  ego's,  and  it's 
mighty  little  ye  know  about  making  good  bargains 
anyhow       "  What  have  you  brought  ?  "  cried  his  wife! 

Be  gob,  replied  Mick,  "  I  bought  24  for  eighteen- 
pence,  because  I  knew  half  of  'em  would  be  sure  to  be 


U\-  brother  Greshamite  (Mr.  A.  Zerfass)  has  had  a 
couple  of  days' pike  fishing  on  the-Hampshire  Avon 
He  succeeded,  in  a  bitterly  cold  oast  wind  in 
capturing  twelve  fish,  three  of  which  were  exhibite'd  at 
the  Gresham  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  lar-'ost 
scaling  close  on  1511).  I  took  away  with  me  one  of  "the 
fish  in  the  pmk  of  condition,  and  had  some  for  supper 
on  Wednesday  night.  Who  says  pike  of  5Uh.  are  not 
worth  eating  ?  It  was  properly  cooked,  Mr.  Zerfass, 
and  much  enjoyed. 


Don't  Wouky. 

When  things  g.)  ,•  uitrary,  as  often  they  do. 
And  f  H-liin.'  serins  Ijiii'dt'iicd  with  spite, 

Don't  gi\e  way  to  grieving  all  dismal  and  blue- 
That  never  set  an>i;hing  right  I 

But  cheerfully  face  what  the  day  may  reveal. 

Make  the  best  of  whatever  befall — 
Since  the  more  that  you  worry  the  worse  you  must 
feel. 

Why  waste  time  in  worry  at  all? 

We  all  have  our  troubles,  some  more  and  some  less, 

And  this  is  the  knowledge  we  gain — 
It's  work  and  a  brave  heart  that  lighten  the  stress 

Of  a  life's  share  of  sorrow  and  pain. 

At  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  (under  the  chairmanship  of  Major  Wallington*) 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  read  an  extremely  interesting"  and 
instructive  paper  on  "Casting  from  the  Reel."  Mr. 
Emery  is  a  "  champion  "  in  bait  casting,  and  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  listen  to  him  as  he  "  reeled "  off  his 
lecture.  (A  full  report  appears  on  page  39.)  It  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  fish  with  him,  and  to  see  him 
fish.  Ho  is  the  possessor  of  a  large  number  of  reels 
by  different  makers,  and  on  Tuesday  evening  they 
were  exhibited  to  those  present.  I  cannot  cast  so  far 
as  Mr.  Emery  by  about  ten  yards,, but  I  can  beat  him 
"spinning  a  cocoon."  I  filled  my  bag  up  with  reels- 
I  am  proud  to  possess,  and  "  laid  them  on  the  table." 
Thej  e  was  a  centre-pin  Nottingham  reel,  by  S.  Dale, 
of  Nottingham;  an  "Ariel,"  by  H.  Coxon ;  a  lovely 
light  free-running  reel,  and  I  think  called  the 
"  Zephyr,"  by  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society,  Nottingham  ;  two  Slaters  ;  one  Hardy 
Brothers;  one  "  Jeffery-Jardine  "  handleless  reel ;  and 
one  or  two  others.  I  may  here  remark  that  the  "  S. 
Dale  "  reel  was  the  one  used  by  Mr.  Emery  on  the 
day  of  the  last  Wimbledon  Tournament,  when  he 
came  out  top  for  the  longest  cast.  I  have  agreed  to 
present  him  with  the  reel— when  he  teaches  me  to 
cast  as  great  a  length  as  now  stands  to  his  credit. 


On  Dec.  29  there  appeared  some  music  which  was 
written  by  Mr.  W.  Bibby.  I  heard  the  tune  played  on 
my  best  piano,  and  was  delighted  with  it.  Somehow 
I  did  not  detect  a  "  wrong  note,"  but  Mr.  Bibby's  cute 
ear  did.  The  note  "  C  "  in  the  treble  of  the  5th  bar 
should  be  "  F,"  bottom  space.  I'll  have  another  go  at 
it,  Mr.  Bibby.  ^ 


"  Ah  !  Jim  !  ours  was  a  fine  christening,  and  no  kid 
about  it."  "  Well,  I  should  say  so,  if  there  was  no 
kid  about  your  christening." 


"  You  don't  look  over  bright :  what's  the  matter  ?  " 
"  I'm  like  the  paper  of  last  Saturday :  it's  a  weak  back 
I've  got." 

Dracinet. 
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THE  PISHINa  GAZETTE 


provincial  Botes. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening,  Jan.  10  last,  upon  which  occasion 
the  election  of  the  working  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year  took  place.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended,  only  about  five  clubs  being  unrepresented. 
The  strength  of  the  committee  is  fixed  at  twenty,  but 
thirty-two  delegates  were  nominated,  when  upon  the 
vote  being  taken  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly 
elected— namely,  Messrs.  Edgerton,  Travellers'  Rest ; 
Tucker,  Deretend  ;  Kirby,  Birmingham  Heath  ;  King- 
ham,  Spring  Hill ;  Hughes,  St.  Paul's  ;  Perry,  Aston 
Britannia ;  Dare,  South  End  ;  Yardley,  Manor ;  Bagley, 
Alliance  ;  Halliday,  Birmingham  Piscatorials  ;  Hodges, 
Hose  and  Crown  ;  Haddleton,  Handsworth  ;  McMuUeu, 
Oak ;  Rabone,  Fruitful  Vine  ;  Gumbley,  Chandos ; 
Randall,  Hearts  of  Oak,  Royal  Dudley  ;  Foster. 
St.  Stephen's;  Currie,  Relmont,  and  Leach,  of  the 
Hope  and  Anchor  Society.  Mr.  W.  A.  Neale  was 
elected  auditor.  |  The  first  meeting  of  the  new 
committee  will  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
February  next,  when  the  sub-committees  will  be  ap- 
pointed. The  weather  of  late  has  been  a  series  of 
samples,  and  no  quantities.  We  have  had  frost,  with 
a  little  snow ;  and  now  it  has  changed  to  rain,  making 
things  dull,  damp,  and  miserable,  and  makiug  angling 
at  a  standstill.  If  the  dry  frosty  weather  had  con- 
tinued, pike  fishing  would  have  been  indulged  in,  but 
with  the  present  outlook  matters  remain  more  than 
quiet.  The  St.  George's  Society  have  just  completed 
their  financial  year,  and  they  have  everything  to  be 
proud  of  their  position.  They  rent  two  good  stretches 
of  rain  water,  which  is  paid  for  in  advance,  and  they 
have  a  sum  of  over  £25  lying  in  the  bank  to  the  credit 
of  the  society.  The  whole  of  the  chief  ofiicers  have 
been  re-elected  to  carry  on  the  good  work  of  the 
society,  which  has  another  successful  year  in  store 
for  the  members.  The  new  Provincial  Association 
travelling  cards  have  been  ofiicially  stamped  by  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company, 
and  will  in  a  few  days  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
branch  secretaries.  Those  branches  on  the  Great 
Western  system  have  received  their  cards,  and  will 
be  able  to  travel  with  them  at  once.  We  have  several 
more  new  clubs  forming  in  the  district.  One  was 
formed  on  Monday  night  last  at  the  Providence 
Hotel,  Netherton,  between  Dudley  and  Cradley. 
They  already  have  about  thirty  members  on  the  Ijooks, 
with  others  to  join  as  soon  as  they  are  accepted  by 
the  Provincial  Association.  I  hear  that  the  St. 
Thomas's  Club,  together  with  several  others  that  have 
been  a  little  under  the  weather  during  the  past  year, 
are  doing  their  best  to  bring  their  clubs  up  to  the 
standard,  and  our  other  clubs  are  all  making  members, 
so  that  the  present  year  will  show  a  large  increase  of 
members,  and  help  to  swell  the  numerical  strength 
of  tlie  association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Most  variable  weather  has  prevailed  since  the  heavy 
floods  of  a  fortnight  ago,  frost,  snow,  fog,  and  rain 
alternating  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances there  has  been  no  continuous  run  of  sport ; 
in  fact,  none  but  the  keenest  fishermen  have  put  in 
an  appearance  at  the  riverside.  The  Witham  has  not 
proved  very  attractive,  because  it  has  not  recovered 
from  its  recent  rise,  but  some  of  its  tributaries  have 
yielded  some  fairly  good  lots  of  roach.  The  Bain, 
probably,  has  been  most  extensively  patronised,  on 
account  of  its  reliability,  and  the  Sleaford  Canal  has 
come  in  for  a  fair  amount  of  patronage.  On  both 
waters  the  dew  and  brandling  worm  has  been  em- 
ployed with  success  amongst  the  red  fins,  and  some 
bags  weighing  up  to  81b.  and  91b.  have  been  secured, 
which  may  be  considered  satisfactory  considering  the 
adverse  conditions.  Sportsmen  plying  on  the  Forty- 
foot  have  had  a  fair  run  of  luck  amongst  pike,  but  the 
frost,  which  set  in  on  Monday  night,  is  likely  to  put  a 
veto  on  sport,  as  on  Tuesday  the  river  was  frozen  from 
side  to  side.  True,  the  ice  was  not  very  strong,  but 
there  were  evidences  of  a  continuance  of  the  frost  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  trolling  is  almost  sure  to  come  to 
a  standstill,  not  only  on  this  but  on  other  waters. 

FROM  HULL  'AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  had  fine  sharp  frosty 
weather  m  this  district,  with  an  occasional  break  of 
bright  sunshine,  much  to  the  delight  of  our  local  pike 
tishermeu,  who  have  been  out  in  various  parts)  and 
sport  on  the  whole  has  been  very  satisfactory  from 
most  quarters,  especially  on  the  rivers  Hull  and 
Uerweut,  where  some  very  fair  fish  have  been  creeled  ; 
and  ti-om  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hull  fish  up  to  about 
luib.  each  have  been  secured  both  by  spinning  and 
ive  bait  fishmg;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  sport  has 
been  good,  and  fair-sized  fish  recorded,  amongst  which 
a  Jicverley  angler  secured,  between  Arram  and  Hemp- 
'  "^^^y         fish  scaling  101b.,  61b., 

and  41b.  respectively,  and  in  some  of  the  tributaries 


several  fish  going  21b.  and  .31b.  each  have  been  taken, 
both  by  spinning  the  spoon  and  live  baiting ;  and  at 
times  during  midday,  when  a  little  sunshine  has 
prevailed,  a  few  very  good  roach  have  boon  tempted  in 
the  deep  waters  with  both  paste  and  worm,  and  during 
last  week  one  angler,  Mr.  J.  Foot,  a  member  of  Messrs. 
Holmes'  Angling  Society,  whilst  fishing  above  Swing 
Bridge,  secured,  amongst  other  fish,  a  chub  of  lib. 
9oz.,  a  roach  of  I'i^oz.,  and  a  Jib.  dace,  and  with 
trailing  a  bunch  of  maggots  in  some  of  the  tributaries 
odd  very  good  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken — and 
both  grayling,  chub,  and  pike  are  reported  from  some 
parts  of  the  Derwent,  the  water  being  in  much  better 
condition  for  angling  operations  ;  hut  from  the  Lincoln- 
shire side  of  the  Humber  reports  are  only  very  meagre, 
although  at  times  in  the  Brigg  district  a  few  roach 
have  been  taken,  but  they  only  ran  small ;  yet  pike 
have  furnished  fair  sport  in  some  parts  of  the 
Ancholme ;  and  on  the  Sudd  worm  fishing  has  been 
productive  of  a  little  sport  amongst  roach,  perch, 
and  flounders ;  and  odd  pike  have  been  met  with 
between  Fulstow  and  Firebeacon.  The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  in  fair  trim  for  pike  fishing, 
but  only  meagre  sport  has  been  reported  of  late.  I 
hear  that  the  joint  committee  of  management  are 
contemplating  restocking  the  canal  during  the  coming 
season,  which  will  be  very  interesting  to  a  large 
number  of  anglers  who  visit  this  favourite  resort, 
especially  for  match  fishing,  during  the  season. — The 
Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  -are  also  making 
arrangements  for  another  consignment  of  grayling  for 
the  river  Hull,  and,  judging  from  the  success  attend- 
ing the  last  batches,  some  good  results  will  no  doubt 
be  achieved  therefrom  during  the  coming  season,  for 
several  fish  were  caught  during  last  season  that  scaled 
lib.  each  and  over,  and  of  course,  in  most  cases, 
carefully  returned  again.  A  rather  singular  thing 
about  this  river  is  that,  some  years  ago,  it  abounded 
with  perch  of  a  good  size,  but  it  is  seldom  that 
we  hear  of  anything  like  a  catch  being  made  of  latter 
years.  Probably  it  may  be  owing  to  the  ravages  of 
pike,  for  I  have  frequently  noticed  in  bait  fishing  that 
the  pike  took  a  perch  bait  more  readily  than  roach. 
Nevertheless,  whatever  may  be  the  cause,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  hear  that  the  Preservation  Society  had 
taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  were  going  to  restock 
with  a  batch  of  these  bold-biting,  sportive  fish. 
Another  new  angling  society  has  been  added  to  our 
long  list  of  local  clubs,  and  this  time  on  the  east  side 
of  the  city.  The  newcomer  is  named  the  "  Oxonian," 
and  its  headquarters  at  the  Grapes  Tavern,  in  Lime 
Street.  The  Hull  Butchers  revelled  amongst  harmony 
and  the  good  things  to  be  partaken  of  at  the  Coach 
and  Horses  Hostelry  in  Mytougate,  the  other  evening, 
and  at  which  it  transpired  that  they  had  fished  for 
£10  worth  of  prizes,  and  had  a  nice  little  balance  in 
hand,  and  during  the  evening  the  members  made  Mr. 
T.  Dick,  the  foimder  of  the  society  a  nice  little 
present.  On  Monday  evening  the  Hull  City  Angling 
Society  hold  their  annual  meeting  and  prize  distribu- 
tion at  King  William  IV.  Hotel,  in  Bond  Street. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  as  usual  provides  the  most  interesting 
news  to  hand  this  week.  To  begin  with,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  newly  elected  committee  was  a  pleasing 
event.  Mr.  Whittle  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Greening  vice-chairman.  A  record  was  established  in 
the  nomination  list,  no  less  than  thirty-one  new 
members  being  elected,  sixteen  from  Manchester.  The 
travelling  cards  are  not  ready  for  issue  for  some  days, 
and  the  secretaries  appeal  for  time  to  deal  with 
the  volume  of  correspondence  which  has  fallen 
to  their  lot  to  deal  with,  all  of  which  will  be 
courteously  answered  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Some  interesting  news  is  also  to  hand  from  this  town 
of  the  rainbow  trout.  One  fish  in  the  park  is  not 
three  years  old  until  April,  and  yet  weighs  -SJlb. 
Another  has  been  found  dead  in  the  same  water, 
choked  with  a  4-oz.  roach,  and  it  weighed  21b.  So 
these  beautiful  fish  are  not  always  to  be  trusted  not  to 
indulge  in  cannibalism.— The  Travellers'  Rest  Angling 
Society  have  elected  the  following  officers,  etc.  :  chair- 
man, Mr.  W. B.  Mellor ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Wrench  ;  secre- 
tary, Mr.  E.  Brown  ;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Lester,  W. 
Langley,  and  J.  Hadlaud ;  judges,  Messrs.  W.  Stacey 
and  W.  Wood.— The  Mersey  Angling  Society  have  just 
started  another  year  with  flying  colours,  and  the 
following  is  the  new  executive  :  chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Allison;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Butterworth ;  secretary, 
Mr.  J .  Minshall ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Spencer ; 
committee,  Messrs.  T.  Robinson,  W.  Keighley,  t! 
Barry,  J.  Sanson,  T.  Hayes,  W.  Brookes,  and  J.' All- 
wood.— The  Urmston  and  Flixtor  Angling  Society 
have_  added  Davyhulme  to  their  title,  and,  after- 
revising  the  rules  and  electing  new  members,  put  the 
following  in  office  for  the  next  year:  president,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Birch ;  chairman,  Mr.  H.  B.  Spittle ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  Marrisou;  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Finney;  delegate, 
Mr.  H.  Marrison;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Buckley, 
S.  Clarke,  F.  Crawford,  G.  E.  Eaton,  G.  Elsmore  White, 
and  C.  Wyche.— An  interesting  report  from  Bolton  says 
that  nothing  of  importance  has  been  landed  in^that 
town  from  the  Wyre  during  the  late  holidays,    "  The 


convivials  had  a  good  time  at  their  last  meeting, 
and  nearly  finished  'owd  Robin'  with  kindness 
and  harmony  after  ljusiness  was  finished.  ili'. 
W.  Wood  reports  four  brace  of  nice  pcrcli  from 
the  L.  &  L.  canal.  Messrs.  Tong,  Ashtoii,  and 
Piatt  Crompton  report  good  sport  from  Scotland 
during  a  recent  visit.  Mr.  Squire  Wolstenholnic 
and  friend  report  four  to  six  pike  daily  during  a 
recent  visit  to  Ireland,  the  largest  over  191h."  — 7iot 
the  first  nice  pike  from  the  sister  isle  that  lias  found 
its  way  to  Bolton.— A  most  enthusiastic  club  is  located 
at  Irlam,  and  rejoices  in  the  title  of  the  Boat-Houso 
Angling  Society.  On  Saturday  last  they  had  a  social 
in  connection  with  the  election  of  officers,  etc.,  and  to 
celebrate  a  year  of  success.  Their  efficient  secretary 
was  presented  with  a  souvenir  of  his  year  of  office. 
The  following  is  the  new  executive  :  president,  Mr. 
R.  S.  Boddington ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  J.  Upton  ; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Harrison;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Tynan; 
delegate,  Mr.  W.  Garner  ;  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Lea, 
.1.  Mills,  T.  Dixon,  J.  Hopkinson,  J.  Taylor,  W. 
IMcEvoy,  and  W.  Jeffreys.  Everything  points  to  a 
very  successful  coming  year. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Several  important  meetings  of  clubs  have  recently 
been  held  in  this  city,  but  the  secretaries,  with  their 
usual  modesty— or  shall  we  say  indifference  V — have 
not  made  any  report.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the 
most  successful  clubs  are  those  which  let  the  fraternity 
know  what  they  are  doing,  and  are  not  afraid  to  report 
even  a  reverse.    To  withhold  reports  because  an  editor 
will  not  allow  his  columns  to  be  the  medium  for 
advertising  and  saving  secretaries  the  trouble  of 
noting  their  numbers  is  a  mistake.  —  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  was 
held  in  the  schoolroom  on  the  14th.     The  report 
and  balance-sheet,  as   usual,  were   easily  disposed 
of.     The  outings  have  been  of  a  very  extensiv(! 
and  interesting  character,  and  various  "spirit  stoves" 
have    been    tried,   with  some  astonishing  results, 
and  it  is  resolved  never  to  try  another  in  a  train. 
The   following    executive    was    elected :  president. 
Rev.  V.  Cooper;  vice-president,  Mr.  L.  Needham ; 
treasurer,   Mr.  J.  G.  Gurr ;   secretary,   Mr.   C.  k! 
Henshall  ;    committee,    Messrs.    R.    Leigh,  A.  H. 
Hulme,  H.  Gurney,  A.  -Jackson,  and  G.  Hammond. 
—  The  George  Angling  Society  have  scored  another 
success  in  the  past  financial  year.     In  the  one 
word  success  is  embodied  the  entire  report  of  the 
past  year.      The  following  executive  will  act  for 
1901 :   president,   Mr.  Geo.  Nevens ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Fox ;   treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Charlesworth ; 
secretary,  Mr.  O.  Openshaw;  committee,  IMessrs.  s! 
Williamson,  R.  Davies,  J.  West,  J.  McMurray,  and  T. 
Hamnett ;  auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Bowker  and  A.  Green- 
wood.— The  following  executive  have  been  elected  to 
govern  the  Kingfishers  :   president,  Mr.  Knowles ; 
vice-president,     Mr.    Greenhalgh  ;     treasurer,  IMr. 
Mason;   secretary,  Mr.  Prescott ;  consultative  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Knowles,  Prescott,  Constable,  and 
Baskerville.— The  Ben  Bricrley  Angling  Society  have 
started  on  a  new  year  with  no  regrets  of  failures  in  the 
past, year.    The  following  have  been  elected  to  office  : 
president,  Mr.  S.  Lockwood;  vice-president,  Mr.  G. 
Summersgill;     treasm-er,     Mr,     G.  Richardson; 
secretary,   Mr.  A.  Jeffrey ;   delegate,  Mr.  R.  Cox ; 
committee,  Messrs.  J.  English,  W.  Moore,  J.  Occle- 
stone,  E.  Whitehead,    R.    Cox,  H.   Etchells,  and 
Treliving.— Just  on  post  time  comes  the  report  of 
the  Moss  Side  Socials'  annual  meeting,  and  evidently 
they  have  been  pushed  for  time,   as  the  business 
was  not  completed.    Summarised,  the  report  and 
balance-sheet,  the  latter  dealing  with  over  £100,  were 
both  approved,  and  the  executive  elected  as  follows : 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Travers;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  A.  L. 
Harkness ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Roberts ;  secretary,  Mr. 
V/.  A.  Leigh  ;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins ; 
committee,  Messrs.  E.  Tate,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Lund,  J. 
Reavy,   J.  Bartley,  and  G.   Linklater;  delegates, 
Messrs.  Leigh  and  Birch;  auditors,  Messrs.  Ormrod 
and  Birch  ;  cmators,  Messrs.  Hammond,  Caen,  Birch, 
Ferguson,  and  Jenkins. — There  is  a  great  amount  of 
club  life  just  at  present,  but  the  majority  of  the 
business  relates  to  preparing  for  the  coining  season, 
which  promises  to  be  a  busy  one  in  every  respect. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  has  been  very  slow  this  week,  owing  to  the 
frost,  many  of  the  Broads  being  frozen  over  with  a 
coating  of  ice  thick  enough  to  skate  on.  The  onlv 
fishing  has  been  in  the  rivers,  and  this  has  been  pool- 
as  far  as  pike  are  concerned.  A  few  lots  of  bream 
have  been  taken  in  the  Wensum,  just  below  Norwich. 
This  is  very  early  for  these  fish  to  make  their  appear- 
ance so  far  up  stream  :  they  usually  come  up  towards 
the  end  of  February  to  the  reaches  immediately  below 
the  city,  and  for  a  month  afford  good  sport  to  those 
who  care  for  angling  amid  such  sm-roundings.  To- 
night (Wednesday)  the  weather  has  broken  up  some- 
what, and  with  a  falling  barometer  there  is  a  prospect 
of  the  frost  going  away  soon.  Where  fishable,  the 
waters  are  in  fair  condition  for  pike  fishing,  but  the 
water  is  too  cold  for  good  sport  at  present, 
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FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Treut  has  run  down  to  winter  level,  and  owin_ 
to  the  extreme  brightness  of  the  water  roach  and  other 
coarse  fish  seem  dithcult  to  catch  with  the  worm, 
few  lots  of  roach  have  been  brought  in  from  Weston, 
Shardlow,  Treut  Jock,  and  Sawley,  but  nothing  like 
the  quantities  usually  associated  with  January.  lu 
Weston  "  black  pool,"  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Skidmor 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Wright,  of  the  Forest  Inn  Society,  had 
splendid  sport  amongst  pike  with  the  live  bait,  securing 
in  a  few  hours,  upwards  of  601b.  The  late  flood  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  fish  (with  others)  working  into 
the  pool  from  the  Trent.  Mr.  T.  Wood  and  friend  were 
to  the  fore  amongst  esox  at  King's  Mills  on  Tuesday 
on  which  day  odd  fish  were  met  with  at  Hazelford, 
Trent  Pool,  and  Stoke.  They  were  got  in  the  open,  as 
the  backwaters  were  tinged  with  ice  as  the  result  of  a 
severe  frost  during  the  night.  At  Shardlow,  on  Tues- 
day, Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  A.  Smith,  whilst 
roachiug,  each  hooked  and  landed  a  trout  of  the  Loch 
Leven  breed.  They  were  over  31b.  apiece,  and  were 
put  safely  back.  Chub  have  fallen  to  greaves  and  pith 
and  brains  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  and  Holme  Pierrepont. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  our  rivers  is  still  high,  but  fining  down 
nicely.  There  is  apparently  a  lot  of  snow  water  in 
them  yet,  but  if  the  frosty  weather  we  are  now  having 
continues  it  will  soon  run  off,  and  the  rivers  be  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  some  fair  roach  and  chub  taken,  but  not  many  of 
them.  One  sportsman,  Mr.  Rushton,  visited  some 
club  water  in  Herefordshire  on  Saturday,  and  took  eight 
brace  fine  grayling  in  prime  condition.  Some  have 
been  fishing  for  pike,  but  only  three  wore  taken,  we  are 
told — largest  81b. — The  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association  held  a  meeting  at  the  Plough  Hotel,  Silver 
street,  on  Friday  evening  last.  There  were  a  large 
number  of  delegates  present — the  president,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  in  the  chair.  The  rules  were  revised,  and 
some  very  important  alterations  made.  A  sub-com 
mittee  was  appointed  to  secure  the  fishing  rights  of 
water  for  the  benefit  of  associated  clubs.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  K.  Wingfield,  gave  an  account  of  alterations  in 
fares  by  the  different  railway  companies,  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  holding  the  first  of  a  series 
of  instructive  addresses  on  fishing  which  will  be  held 
at  the  Gloucester  Arms,  Copenhagen-street,  on  Fri- 
day evening,  Feb.  15,  when  Sir.  W.  Bridges  will  give  a 
paper  on  "  Roach  Fishing."  Discussion  to  follow;  all 
club  members  eligible  to  attend. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  weather  continues  to  be  of  a  very  unsettled 
character,  varying  "  from  dry  to  moist,  with  inward- 
eating  change,"  as  the  author  of  "The  Seasons"  says 
in  moralising  on  meteorological  fits  and  starts  and 
human  vicissitudes.  Fog  at  night,  early  morning 
frosts,  sunny  noondays,  gloomy  sunsets,  and  muggy 
evenings  are  comprised  in  the  round  of  change  expe- 
rienced from  day  to  day.  Anglers  feel  their  way  with 
uncertainty  as  to  results  in  plying  rod  and  line  under 
circumstances  so  contradictory.  Fishing  has  been 
interrupted  to  some  extent  Iiy  the  ice  on  the 
surface  of  the  streams,  the  good  effects  of  the 
frost  in  rousing  the  fish  to  activity  being  thus,  in 
not  a  few  instances,  counteracted.  Pike  have  ibeen 
frolicsome  on  the  Derweut,  and  when  an  angler  was 
almost  breathless  in  pleasing  expectation  the  wary 
fish  would  often  suddenly  disappear.  On  the  whole, 
however,  there  is  fairly  good  sport,  both  with  pike  and 
roach,  live  bait  with  the  former  and  worm  bait  with 
the  latter  yielding  pleasurable  results.  "January," 
as  a  Fifld  contributor  observes,  "is  a  pike  fisher's 
month,  and  when  the  waters  have  subsided  and  cleared 
sufficiently  we  may  look  for  some  heavy  bags.  Pro- 
vided there  are  neither  gales,  fogs,  nor  heavy  rain, 
there  are  worse  things  than  a  January  day's  pike  fish- 
ing." The  provision  is  important,  as  the  phenomena 
in  question  are  constantly  recurring.  Since  the  wind 
returned  to  the  east  coarse-fi.shers  generally  have  had 
less  prosperous  hours,  swimming  the  worm  for  gray- 
ling, baiting  for  roach,  perch,  and  dace,  and  spinning 
for  pike  having  been  adversely  affected.  Fly  fishers 
are  patiently  waiting  until  the  middle  of  March,  when 
the  trout  season  begins.  The  weather  has  for  some 
time  been  favourable  for  trout,  and  spawning  has  not 
suffered  serious  interruption. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

305.  Mr.  Peter  Thomas  Ardley,  14,  Dante-road, 
Newington  Butts.  An  improvement  in 
tops  or  ends  for  fishing  rods  and  the  like. 
20,161.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Bartleet, 
Abbey  Mills,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.' 
Tackle  cases.  Each  leaf  is  made  of  a 
central  partition  with  a  raised  celluloid 
cover  on  each  side  to  form  pockets  in 
which  the  tackle  is  placed. 


ilofcs  from  t^c  ilodl). 

Fbom  accounts  just  to  hand  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay 
have  fully  borne  out  the  sanguine  anticipations  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  the  opening  days.  Fish  were 
seldom  seen  in  greater  abundance,  and  a  good  season 
is  almost  a  certainty,  bar  the  weather.  Meantime  it  is 
all  right. 


Considerable  activity  now  prevails  in  angling  circles 
in  the  north  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of  another 
season,  for  the  bulk  of  salmon  waters  open  on  Feb.  11, 
but  as  far  as  the  Dee  is  concerned  angling  might 
commence  now. 


The  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board's  salmon  at  the  Aberdeen  fish  market 
by  public  auction  are  to  be  the  same  as  have  prevailed 
during  the  past  few  years. 

In  the  fishing  village  of  Burghead,  on  the  Moray 
Firth,  the  last  remnant  of  fire  worship  still  lingers  in 
this  country.  Annually  on  old  New  Year's  Eve  a  tar 
imag:e  of  the  Guy  Fawkes  order  is  set  fire  to  and 
carried  through  the  village,  when  favoured^houses,  and 
prospective  brides  in  particular,  are  supplied  with 
"  fire  "  from  the  clavie  which  is  supposed  to  carry  the 
charm  of  luck  with  it. 


The  death  of  Mr.  Bower  of  Pitmurchie  removes 
from  the  scene  another  Deeside  proprietor,  at  the  age 
of  seventy.  The  Burn  of  Beltie  ran  through  his 
property,  and  no  restrictions  were  ever  placed  on  any 
and  all  fishing  it  ad  lib. 


Mr.  Bower,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  much 
interested  in  the  problem  of  utilising  the  waste  product 
from  distilleries  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Some  interesting  poaching  prosecutions  have  been 
up  before  the  local  courts  recently,  both  with  regard 
to  fish  and  game.  Grocers  (travelling)  are  receiving 
special  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  police,  and  this  is 
as  it  should  be,  when  they  suspect  them  of  carrying 
game.  Pity  they  cannot  have  the  same  powers  in 
regard  to  fish  ;  but  this  may  come. 

Dr.  Fulton,  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  having 
permission,  recently  chartered  a  trawler,  and  was 
working  in  the  preserved  waters  of  the  Moray  Firth. 
A  forcignei-  hove  in  sight,  and,  thinking  to  have  a  share 
in  the  spoil  agoing,  dropped  his  net  within  the  three- 
mile  limit.  It  cost  him  £50  and  expenses.  The 
sheriff  did  not  sympathise  with  the  trap  the  foreigner 
fell  into,  and  in  summing  up  he  said  he  thought  that 
the  St.  Andrew  (the  Fishery  Board's  licensed  boat) 
should  have  explained  their  position  in  being  so  near 
the  shore. 

A  strange  affair  occurred  the  other  night  in  the 
remote  district  of  Banffshire  known  as  the  Cabrach, 
and  where  a  dastardly  outrage  was  perpetrated  last 
autumn  on  a  gamekeeper.  On  the  present  occasion  a 
keeper  in  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
lordou  found  his  house  bombarded,  and  when  he  tried 
to  ascertain  the  cause  he  was  met  with  a  hail  of  small 
shot. 


Everyone  in  the  district  denies  the  outrage.  The 
keeper  found  twelve  empty  cartridges  within  220 yards 
of  his  house,  but  beyond  this  there  is  not  a  particle  of 
evidence  further  to  go  on.  It  is  a  wild  place,  the 
Cabrach,  but  a  grand  .spot  for  the  tourist  angler. 

Curling  has  at  last  been  engaged  in  at  Ballater, 
when  one  game  was  got,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  sum 
total  for  the  pi-esent  century  as  far  as  it  has  gone. 

The  Brooks  will  case  was  up  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
Edinburgh,  last  week.  The  point  was  for  a  proof  that 
the  late  genial  baronet  of  Glentana  was  a  domiciled 
Scotsman,  and  Lord  Low  has  reserved  judgment 
whether  he  will  take  a  proof  or  not,  seeing  that  a 
similar  point  will  be  raised  in  the  English  courts. 


If  he  decide  that  the  late  Sir  William  Brooks  had 
acquired  a  domicile,  then  there  will  be  an  end  to  much 
litigation,  as  under  Scottish  law  a  wife  can  claim  a 
third  and  a  daughter  a  sixth  of  the  husband's  and 
father's  estate  respectively.  Lady  Brooks  would  thus 
get  £200,000  and  the  Marchioness  of  Huntly  and  Lady 
Frances  Cecil  £100,000  each. 

By  the  way.  Lady  Frances  Cecil,  the  second  daughter 
of  the  late  baronet,  has  just  had  the  fishing  hut  known 
as  Fasnadorrach  enlarged  into  a  fine  mansion.  It  was 
the  most  costly,  best-equipped,  and  largest  "  fishing 
hut  "  in  the  kingdom  in  Sir  William's  day. 

Special  Scotch. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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ESK  (MIDLOTHIAN)  ANGLING  IM- 
PROVEMENT ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  recent  special  meeting  of  the  association  ad 
the  Musselburgh  Arms  Hotel,  Musselburgh,  Mr  W  B 
Hunter,  Musselburgh,  presided.    The  honorary  secre- 
tary (Mr.  J.  S.  St.  Clair)  reported  that  he  had  secured, 
on  behalf  of  the  association,  a  five  years'  lease  of  the 
salmon  and  trout  fishings  of  Sir  Alex.  Hope,  Bart 
Pmkie,  as  from  May  15,  1901,  and  was  authorised  to 
sign  the  lease.    Mr.  St.  Clair  also  reported  with  satis- 
faction that  the  Town  Council  of  Musselburgh  had 
again  let  to  the  association  for  one  year  the  town 
salmon  fishings,  whereby  the  association  would  he 
able,  as  last  year,  to  prevent  netting.    Besides  the 
fishings  of  the  town  of  Musselburgh  and  of  Sir  Alex. 
Hope,  the  association  has  secured  five  years'  leases  of 
all  the  local  trout  fishings  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Wemyss  and  March,  Lord  Gilbert  Kennedy,  Capt.  Sir 
A.  Berkeley  Milne,  Bart.,  R.N.,  Sir  William  Wedder- 
burn,  Bart.,  and  others.    It  was  further  stated  that 
the  association  was  being  heartily  supported  by  the 
£1  Is.  members,  who  were  keen  sympathisers  ;  local 
artisans  also  readily  took  out  the  fishing  licences  for 
the  lower  beat  of  the  water,  and  they  had  formed  a 
strong  vigilance  committee  from  their  own  numbers, 
with  the  object  of  assisting  Mr.  Angus  Paterson,  super- 
intendent of  the  Forth  District  Salmon  Fisheries 
Board,  and  his  bailiffs,  in  protecting  the  salmon  fore- 
shore fishings  from  poachers.    The  head  of  this  com- 
mittee is  Ex-Councillor  George  Aitken,  who,  with  five 
other  prominent  townsmen,  hope  to  receive  bailiffs' 
badges.    The  honorary  secretary  reported  the  corre 
spondenee  he  had  had  with  the  factor  of  the  Marquis 
of  Lothian  regarding  a  hake  to  be  put  on  at  New  Mills  i 
(Dalkeith)  tail  race,  and  with  the  factor  of  the  Earl  1 
of  Dalhousie  with  regard  to  the  proposed  salmon  * 
ladder  at  Craig-Esk  cauld.    He  was  requested  to  con- 
tinue the  correspondence,  which  promises  a  hopeful 
issue.     Provided  the  improvements  suggested  were 
given  effect  to,  the  salmon  and  sea  trout  in  the  breed- 
ing season  would  have  a  clear  run  above  Craig-Esk 
cauld  of  some  six  or  seven  miles  in  unpolluted  water. 
Several  letters  of  encouragement  were  read  from, 
among  others.  Dr.  Almond,  of  Loretto  ;  Mr.  D.  Evans 
M'Laren,  president  Midlothian  Angling  Association; 
and  Mr.  D.  A.  Cormack,  Leith.    The  meeting  re- 
appointed the  honorary  secretary  (Mr.  J.  S.  St.  Clair) 
and  honorary  treasurer  (Mr.  A.  P.  Meldrum,  J.P., 
Banker,  Musselburgh).    Both  these  gentlemen  were 
cordially  thanked  for  their  services  in  the  work  done 
by  them  for  the  association;  and  the  meeting  ter- 
minated with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
Mr.  W.  B.  Hunter. 


CLYDE  ANGLING  PROTECTIVE 
ASSOCIATION. 
UPPER  WARD  OP  LANARKSHIRE. 


The  report  for  1900  says 

"  The  work  of  the  past  year  has  again  been  highly 
satisfactory.  From  the  hatchery  there  have  been 
distributed  in  the  Clyde  and  tributaries  upwards  of 
70,000  healthy  fry.  Considerably  over  half  a  million 
have  now  been  introduced  by  the  association,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  learn,  from  the  reports  of  experienced 
anglers,  that  the  quality  of  the  fish  is  imxn-oving  in 
the  Clyde  as  well  as  keeping  up  the  quantity. 

"  The  hatchery  has  again  been  stocked  with  a  similar 
quantity  of  ova  from  matured  and  selected  fish  from 
Howietoun. 

"  The  Trout  Close  Time  (Scotland)  BilL  is  still  iu 
charge  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  your  com- 
mittee will  not  relax  their  efforts  till  it  is  placed  on 
the  Statute  Book. 

"The  finances  of  the  association  continue  in  a 
healthy  condition.  After  defraying  all  expenses  up 
to  date,  the  balance  in  hand  amounts  to  £18-;  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  hoped  that  all  anglers  who  fish  the 
Clyde  will  continue  to  give  the  association  their  liberal 
support,  as  the  aim  of  the  committee  is  to  raise  the 
balance  to  £30,  in  order  to  allow  them  to  have  the 
stakes  overhauled  and  prevent  netting. 

"  The  committee  have  no  reason  to  think  that  netting 
or  illegal  fishing  is  prevalent;  but  no  effort  will  be 
spared  to  bring  poachers  to  court,  and  trust  that  all 
members  will  aid  them  with  any  information  that  may 
come  to  their  knowledge." 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Diseases  and 
casualties  incidental  to  youth  may  be  safely  treated  by  the  use 
of  these  excellent  Medicaments  according  to  the  printed  direc- 
tions folded  round  each  pot  and  box.  Nor  is  this  Ointment  alone 
applicable  to  external  ailment* ;  conjoint'y  with  the  Pills  it 
exercises  the  most  salutary  influence  in  checking  inflammations 
situated  in  the  interior  of  the  body  ;  i\licn  nibbed  upon  the 
back  and  chest  it  gives  the  most  'sensible  relief  in  asthma, 
bronchitis,  pleurisy,  and  threatening  consumption.  Holloway's 
remedies  are  especially  serviceable  in  liver  and  stomach  com-~ 
plaints.  For  the  cure  of  bad  legs,  all  sorts  of  wounds,  sores,  and 
likewise  scrofula  and  scorbutic  affections,  this  Ointment  produces 
a  cooling  and  soothing  feeling  most  acceptable  to  tlie  sufteier. 
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ANSWER  TO  COERESPONDENT. 
D.  Shearer. — ^Will  you  kindly   forward  correct 
address  ?   ^^^^ 


Covvesponbence^ 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir,— Scottish  anglers  are  much  indebted  to 
you,  and  to  your  correspondent  W.  J.  F.,  in  the  issue 
of  Jan.  5  of  your  valuable  paper,  for  his  letter  re 
"  Slaughter  of  Trout  Out  of  Season  in  Scotland." 

It  is  quite  beyond  the  comprehension  of  all  honest 
anglers  that  respectable  firms  of  fishmongers  in  a  city 
like  Glasgow  should  have  dealings  with  a  class  of 
anglers  who  take  trout  out  of  season.  Were  it  not 
that  they  find  an  all  too  ready  market  for  their  un- 
seasonable fish,  their  occupation  would  be  quite  gone. 
These  firms  do  themselves  serious  injury  by  trading  in 
fish  that  are  ^-eally  unfit  for  human  food,  for  fish  in 
the  condition  of  spawning,  or  that  have  recently 
spawned,  are  undoubtedly  unwholesome  for  human 
use.  Time  and  again  have  I  had  my  attention  drawn 
to  quantities  of  unseasonable  trout  exposed  for  sale  in 
several  of  our  best  fishmongers'  windows.  They  are  an 
unsightly  mess,  and,  like  your  correspondent,  many 
Nvonder  who  or  what  they  are  who  buy  them.  Oh  for 
such  conditions  in  Scotland  as  exist  on  your  side  of 
the  Border  in  this  respect ! 

The  Upper  Ward  of  Lanarkshire  Clyde  Protection 
Association  have  done  noble  work  in  having  erected  a 
hatchery,  and  for  some  years  past  have  put  many 
thousands  of  fry  into  the  Clyde.  They  have  likewise 
staked  this  river  for  many  miles  of  its  course  to  pre- 
vent netting.  They  too  were  among  the  earliest,  if 
not  the  earliest,  to  move  in  the  matter  of  a  close  time 
for  trout  in  Scotland.  As  far  back  as  1892  they 
drafted  a  Bill  for  this  purpose,  which,  like  others  that 
followed,  was  "  blocked  "  in  the  Commons.  Notwith- 
standing these  efforts,  there  has  been  a  class  of  anglers 
who,  under  the  pretence  of  fishing  for  grayling,  at  a 
time  when  trout  are  out  of  season,  take  all  that  comes 
in  their  way — trout  or  grayling.  This  same  practice 
holds  good  on  many  of  the  Border  streams.  There 
being  no  close  time  for  trout,  they  go  with  the  osten- 
sible object  of  catching  trout,  but  when  a  salmon, 
clean  or  unclean,  comes  in  their  way  it  rarely  escapes. 
If  there  were  a  close  time  for  trout,  there  would  be  no 
excuse  for  their  nefarious  business  of  poaching  salmon. 
And  hereby  hangs  a  tale.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  opposition  to  a  close  time  for  trout  exists  in  this 
quarter,  and  the  passing  of  a  Bill  for  this  purpose  has 
in  consequence  been  most  seriously  opposed  by  two  of 
the  representatives  in  Parliament  for  the  Border 
Burghs. 

The  Border  districts — be  it  said  to'  the  everlasting 
shame  and  disgrace  of  many  of  the  anglers  there,  and 
of  the  person  who  represents  them  in  Parliament — are 
responsible  for  the  prevention  of  a  close  time  for  trout 
in  Scotland.  Is  it  not  a  cruel  shame  that  the  action 
of  one  single  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
opposing  the  Bill  for  securing  this  most  laudable 
object  of  a  close  time  for  trout  should  be  able  to  cause 
its  defeat  ?  Both  the  present  and  the  former  member 
of  the  Border  Burghs  have  taken  up  this  position  on 
each  occasion  the  Bill  has  been  brought  forward,  and 
it  has,  in  consequence,  met  its  death  among  the  inno- 
cents. It  amounts  to  nothing  short  of  a  scandalous 
abuse  of  Parliamentary  procedure.  But  for  these  two 
members  Scotland  would  now  be  possessed  of  a  close 
time  for  trout.  They  feared  that  if  they  went  against 
the  wishes  of  their  supporters  they  would  be  unseated. 
They  have  not  had  the  moral  courage  to  sux^port  what, 
to  every  right-thinking  person,  is  a  most  ineeessary 
measure. 

How  long  must  this'condition  of  matters  hold  ? 

The  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  has  been 
called  into  being  with  a  view  to  secure  united  action 
on  the  part  of  anglers  in  this  matter.  But  what  has 
become  of  the  parent  body  in  Edinburgh  '?  For  over 
two  years  nothing  has  been  heard  of  it.  Has  it  gone 
to  sleep,  or  is  it  defunct  ?  Perhaps  it  has  gone  to  the 
north  to  awaken  interest  and  enthusiasm  there  over  a 
close  time.  Is  the  present  not  a  most  opportime  time 
for  striking  out  and  forcing  a  close  time  from  the 
Government  ? 

The  apathy  exhibited  by  Scottish  anglers  in  this 
matter  is  really  appalling,  and  is  perhaps  more  the 
cause  of  failure  than  anything  else. 

Look  at  the  Cyclists'  Union.  They  have  obtained 
many  important  concessions  through  Parliament  by 
united  and  determined  action,  and  in  the  face  of  more 
serious  opposition  than  any  which  the  Scottish  anglers 
have  to  contend  against.  Other  bodies  may  be 
instanced  in  this  respect. 

Let  the  members  of  the  Government  once  realise 
that  the  anglers  of  Scotland  are  really  in  earnest  in 
this  matter,  and  the  battle  is  already  won.  Clubs  all 
over  the  country  must  be  got  to  take  action  by  passing 
resolutions  and  sending  them  on  to  their  represen- 


tatives in  Parliament  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Government.  The  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association 
in  Edinburgh  must  wake  up,  or  give  place  to  some 
other  body  to  take  action.  What  has  been  done  for 
the  members  who  sent  in  their  subscriptions  ?  It  is 
this  abortive  business  that  has  hurt  anglers  in  the 
past. 

England  and  Ireland  have  a  close  time.  Many  of 
the  rivers,  canals  even,  and  ponds  are  in  the  hands  of 
angling  clubs  or  conservancy  boards.  Even  the  coarse 
fish  are  protected  in  England.  It  makes  one  green 
with  envy  when  one  thinks  of  tlie  enthusiasm  and 
rapture  with  which  our  English  brethren  follow  their 
sport.  If  some  of  them  could  but  have  a  day  on  such 
lochs  as  Lomond,  Venuachar,  or  Katrine,  or  such 
rivers  as  the  Clyde,  Tay,  or  Tweed,  they  would  go 
into  ecstasies.  Compare  Scotland  with  England  in 
their  advantages  in  pursuit  of  the  angler's  art.  It 
may  safely  be  said  that  did  the  same  opportunities 
hold  in  England  as  in  Scotland  there  would  be  fewer 
coarse  fish  anglers.  Scotland  is,  indeed,  the  angler's 
paradise.  Immense  numbers  of  our  English  brethren 
come  north  every  season  to  ply  the  gentle  art  by  loch 
and  stream.  These,  I  am  sure,  and  many  others,  are 
interested  in  a  close  time  for  Scotland.  Will  they  not 
lend  a  helping  hand  in  securing  this  much-desired 
measure  for  the  "  knights  of  the  rod  "  north  of  the 
Tweed  ? 

Anglers  in  England  are  well  organised.  Angling 
clubs  and  associations  exist  all  over  England,  and  we 
appeal  to  these  for  their  sympathy  and  assistance  at 
this  time.  Send  forth  the  fiery  cross,  and  let  there  be 
gatherings  of  the  clubs,  not  the  clans,  and  let  us  deluge 
the  Government  with  appeals  for  a  close  time. 

English  clubs  and  associations  can  help  us  through 
their  members  of  Parliament,  and  the  members  of  the 
Government.    Shall  we  look  in  vain  to  you  for  aid  ? 

Heaven  helps  those  who  help  themselves.  Let  us 
hope  for  a  movement  among  our  clubs  all  over 
Scotland,  and  there  will  be  no  fear  as  to  the  result. — 
Yours  faithfully,   Iron  Blue. 

EELS  ON  LAND  AND  ELSEWHERE. 

Dear  Sib, — This  matter  seems  to  have  drawn  more 
attention  than  my  simple  experience  would  lead  one 
to  expect,  and  probably  Mr.  Editor  is  getting  weary  of 
it ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  my  supposition  that 
they  were  eels  is  supported  by  plenty  of  good  evidence, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  eels  can,  and  do,  travel 
very  freely  on  land,  especially  grass  land,  when  the 
herbage  is  heavy  with  dew,  as  it  nearly  always  is 
at  night  after  a  hot  day,  and  my  theory  is  that  the 
eels  were  out  in  the  meadow  to  feed  on  the  supply 
of  slugs,  snails,  and  worms  which  night  and  moisture 
induce  to  come  out  of  their  day  hiding  places.  After 
the  experience  related  we  set  some  night  lines  in  the 
water,  and  caught  eels  on  them  on  hooks  baited 
with  lob  worms  and  minnows,  which  are  plentiful 
there,  but  our  hooks  were  often  twisted  off  the  main 
cord  of  the  night  line,  showing  that  the  eels  were  large 
and  powerful  to  be  able  to  break  away  from  such, 
strong  tackle. 

J.  W.  Foster  and  Mr.  Wadham  seem  to  be  perplexed 
with  the  idea  that  the  eels  must  have  had  to  climb  up 
a  bank  to  get  from  the  vvater  to  the  meadow.  If  they 
have  ever  fished  a  Scottish  river  they  ought  to  k  now 
very  well  that  every  "  bend  "  in  the  river  has  a  deep 
bank  and  a  swirling  current  under  the  outer  curve  of 
such  river  "  bend,"  and  a  corresponding  sloping  shal- 
low strand  on  the  inside  of  it,  which  is  more  marked  in 
small  streams,  and  when  the  water  is  low  in  large 
rivers.  This  forms  a  very  easy  means  for  eels  to  leave 
the  water  for  the  land,  if  so  disposed,  and  no  doubt  it 
is  a  favourite  feeding  ground,  as  being  the  resort  of  small 
fish  and  minnows,  which  can  always  be  found  there  in 
the  early  summer  time. 

The  banks  of  Trent  may  be  rather  deeper  on  the 
inside  of  the  "bends"  than  Scottish  rivers,  and  that 
may  account  for  eels  not  making  use  of  them,  but  I 
imagine  they  can  find  much  more  and  better  food  in 
the  Trent  than  out  of  it ;  but  an  eel  is  such  a  powerful 
fish  in  muscular  ability  that  I  am  convinced  it  can  go 
anywhere  it  feels  inclined  to  do  ;  and  as  for  living  for 
a  time  out  of  the  water,  it  is  quite  easy  to  keep  an  eel 
alive  for  days  in  a  damp  cellar  without  actual  water 
•  within  reach  of  it.  Why  then  should  they  not  be 
able  to  leave  the  river,  and  enjoy  themselves  in  the 
cool,  damp  herbage  of  the  lush  meadow  grass,  and  eat  up 
the  abundant  black  and  white  slugs,  and  probably 
frogs  and  other  "varmint"  to  be  obtained? — Yours 
truly,    Senex. 

Sir, — Having  my  attention  drawn  to  a  letter  in  your 
paper  of  the  5th  iust.  signed  "  U.  0.,"  I  think  the 
following  anecdotes  will  confirm  two  of  your  corre- 
spondent's statements  regarding  that  most  sinuous 
fish  the  eel.  When  the  Thames  Conservancy  were 
constructing  the  new  iron  weir  at  Sunbury,  and  had 
finished  the  upper  and  lower  dams,  so  that  the  weir 
was  practically  "penned,"  I  shoved  my  punt  up  to 
the  tumbling  bay,  and,  landing  on  the  boulders  (over 
which  the  water  was  slowly  trickling),  I  was  astonished 
to  see  thousands  of  elvers,  all  about  the  same  size, 
struggling  over  the  stones  and  fighting  their  way  down 


stream  ;  in  fact,  all  the  small  pools  loft  in  the  depres- 
sions between  the  stones  were  a  solid  mass  of  small 
eels,  many  of  which  I  caught  and  placed  in  a  tin  and 
showed  to  the  Messrs.  Stroud. 

After  I  had  descended  on  to  the  concrete  foundations 
of  the  new  weir,  and  generally  examined  the  ironwork, 
I  returned  to  the  punt  and  sat  and  smoked  for  about 
an  hour,  but  saw  no  diminution  of  the  number  of 
elvers  pouring  down.  The  date  when  this  occurred  or 
the  time  of  year  I  cannot  quite  remember,  but  1  think 
it  was  in  the  month  of  August  about  ten  years  ago.  I 
may  add  that  I  resided  at  Sunbury  for  over  twenty 
years — but  engaged  in  Londoni  during  the  day  — 
but  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  similar  occurrence.  Does 
not  this  confirm  your  correspondent's  statement  of 
eels  breeding  in  fresh  water? 

Now,  with  regard  to  eels  travelling  on  land,  the 
following  anecdote  may  establish  this  statement  as  a 
fact.  In  18G0  my  brother  and  self  were  staying  at 
Margate  (neither  of  us  being  esplanade  or  pier 
devotees,  but  loving  quiet  and  fishing),  and  I  having 
discovered  that  there  was  a  river  called  the  Stour  only 
six  miles  'away  from  our  lodgings,  we  determined  to 
fetch  our  tackle  from  home  and  walk  to  the  bank  of 
the  Stour  and  fish.  About  a  week  after  this  resolution, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  rods,  lines,  etc.,  we  started  at 
3  a.m.,  and  on  arriving  within  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  river  I  was  startled  by  my  brother  shouting 
to  me,  "  Look  out,  there's  a  snake  !  "  but  on  advancing 
with  the  idea  of  killing  it  I  soon  saw  it  was  a  beautiful 
eel  of  nearly  21b.  in  weight,  which  we  promptly 
secured,  and  in  walking  down  to  the  river  bank  we 
picked  up  several  more.  But  in  those  "good  old 
days  "  the  river  Stour  was  a  mass  of  all  kinds  of  fish, 
of  which  eels  predominated.  And  no  wonder,  when  my 
brother  and  self  have  walked  for  over  two  miles  down 
one  bank  and  then  crossed  the  river  by  the  swing 
bridge  that  carries  the  Minster  to  Deal  railway,  and 
up  the  other  bank  as  far  as  Plucks  Gutter,  gazing  at 
two  black  bands  of  elvers  about  a  couple  of  yards  wide 
heading  up  stream.  How  can  this  be  reconciled  with 
those  at  Sunbury  heading  down  ?  Verily  1  say  unto 
you  that,  regarding  eels,  "  there  is  not  one  incompre- 
hensible," but  innumerable  incomprehensibles,  and 
their  ways  are  "past  finding  out  " — not  even  Solomon 
could  solve  them,  much  less — Yours  truly, 

"  Old  Nick." 


Dear  Sir, — As  one  who  has  lived  all  his  life  in  a 
district  where  the  eels  descend  and  elvers  ascend  all 
in  their  appointed  times,  my  experience,  running  over 
many  years,  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  With  regard 
to  the  latter  I  will  not  at  the  present  say  anything,  as 
it  would  require  more  space  than  I  expect  you  would 
grant  me  fully  to  set  out  all  I  have  seen  and  heard 
with  regard  to  their  ways  and  habits.  As  to  eels — and 
I  believe  we  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Avon  and 
Severn  are  noted  for  them — they  are  of  various  kinds, 
and  their  habits  difier  muchly.  I  should  class  them 
as  the  silver,  the  glut,  the  green,  and,  last  of  all,  the 
Warwickshire  fantail.  With  regard  to  the  first  and 
last  named,  they  undoubtedly  migrate  to  the  sea  as 
soon  as  the  fall  of  the  leaf  begins  and  the  nights  are 
dark — for  they  will  not  face  the  moon,  so  they  begin 
to  dribble  down,  and  are  caught  some  twenty  or  thirty 
pomids  at  a  time  in  the  gate  nets  of  the  mills  ;  but  the 
great  run  occurs  when  the  flood  waters  come  down,  and 
then  three  or  fom-  nets  may  catch  as  manj'  as  a  ton  in 
the  night.  One  most  curious  thing  is  that  should  a  sub- 
sequent flood  arise  none  of  these  species  will  be  caught 
in  the  nets  unless  the  water  should  top  the  previous 
flood.  As  to  the  green  eels,  as  the  flood  subsides  and 
runs  off  the  meadows  through  the  sluice  gates  one  may 
often  take  a  hundredweight  or  more  of  them  ;  and,  if 
put  into  a  tank,  on  looking  them  over  in  the  morning 
one  would  be  astonished,  unless  prepared  for  the  sight, 
to  see  the  quantity  of  worms  they  have  thrown  up. 
With  regard  to  the  glut,  the  less  said  about  him  the 
better  :  he  is  at  all  times  a  brute,  muddy  to  eat,  ever 
vicious,  as  the  fishermen  know  to  their  cost,  and  ready 
at  any  time  to  eat  whatever  may  come  in  his  way, 
dead  or  alive.  The  fantail  is  undoubtedly  the  gentle- 
man of  them  all :  he  generally  comes  down  on  the  top 
of  the  flood,  too  lazy  and  fat  to  swim.  With  his 
fans  extended,  he  lollops  into  the  net,  and  thence  to 
the  paunch  of  the  epicure.  As  to  eels  on  land,  I  do 
not  know  if  it  is  really  worth  discussing :  there  can  be 
no  doubt  on  the  matter.  If  an  old  cat  I  remember 
could  only  speak,  I  am  sure  he  would  enlighten  one  on 
the  subject.  I  only  know  he  used  to  go  out  of  a  night 
and  often  come  back  with  an  eel,  and  I  am  certain  he 
never  fished  them  out  of  the  stream.  Some  years  ago 
I  emptied  a  pool  for  a  friend  of  mine,  and  as  the  last 
water  dropped  off  we  saw  the  eels', mud.  This  did  not 
trouble  us  much,  as  we  meant  having  them  the  next 
day.  We  got  the  mud  out  all  right,  but  never  an  eel : 
the  only  satisfaction  we  had  was  tracing  them  whero 
they  had  travelled  in  the  night  into  another  pool  sonic 
hundred  yards  away.  And  remember  that  wherever 
there  is  a  rough  surface  an  eel  can  get  a  purchase  with 
his  tail,  so  he  is  sure  to  get  away.  In  conclusion,  I  will 
quote  you  an  extract  from  an  old  book  with  reference 
to  the  migration  of  eels :  "  A  relation  of  the  late  Mr. 
Perrott's  was  out  in  his  park  with  his  keeper,  near  a 
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large  piece  of  water,  on  a  very  beautiful  evening,  when 
his  keeper  drew  his  attention  to  a  very  fine  eel  quietly 
ascending  the  bank  of  the  pool,  and,  with  the  turning 
motion  of  a  snake,  making  its  way  through  the  long 
grass.  On  further  observation  he  perceived  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  eels  quietly  proceeding  to  a 
range  of  stews  nearly  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  water  whence  they  started.  The  stews 
were  supplied  by  a  rapid  brook,  and  in  all  probability 
the  instinct  of  the  fish  led  them  in  that  direction  as 
a  means  of  finding  their  way  to  some  large  river 
whence  their  ultimate  destination,  the  sea,  might  be 
obtained." — Yours  truly,  E.  W.  51. 

Tewkesbury.   


Dear  Sir, — In  all  my  long  fishing  experiences  I 
have  never  seen  an  eel  on  land  of  his  own  free  vrill. 
Some  years  ago,  reading  "My  Life  as  an  Angler,"  by 
Henderson — a  most  charming  book  by  an  absolutely 
reliable  man — I  noticed  that  he  mentioned  eels  climb- 
ing up  plants  at  the  waterside  to  get  the  insects  or  flies 
which  were  on  the  leaves.  As  I  often  fished  the  place 
where  he  says  he  saw  this,  and  not  having  seen  it 
myself,  I  asked  the  keeper,  who  said  it  was  quite  true. 
Jle  then  said,  "  If  you  come  above  the  barley  mill  I 
will  show  you  some  eels  doing  this."  It  was  then 
evening,  and  we  went,  and  I  saw  the  eels  pulling  down 
the  sedges  and  then  running  down  them  picking  off 
the  flies,  etc.  Their  bodies  were  half  out  of  the  water. 
Since  then  I  have  seen  this  on  several  occasions. — 
Very  truly  yours,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

Alnwick. 


Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  some  interest,  not 
unmixed  with  astonishment,  the  several  letters  ap- 
pearing under  this  heading  in  the  Fishing  Oazette, 
the  astonishment  being  that  so  many  persons  should 
adopt  such  a  strange  line  of  argument — viz.,  because  I 
have  not  seen  it  I  will  not  believe  it.  As  far  as 
I  myself  am  concerned,  I  have  not  caught  any  eels 
in  the  act  of  taking  the  "  Overland  Route,"  though 
on  more  than  one  occasion  I  have  found  them  in 
places  to  have  reached  which  they  must  have  taken 
the  "  Overland  Route." 

Apart  from  any  personal  opinions  on  the  subject, 
I  have  referred  to  the  pages  of  the  following  works, 
and  found  that  they  each  contain  references  to  the 
fact  of  eels  travelling  overland:  "Fresh  Water 
Fishes,"  by  Rev.  W.  Houghton ;  "  Cassell's  Natural 
History^' ;  and  "  Pemiv  Cjxlopsedia." — Yours  truly, 

H.  TiSLEY. 


SHAKESPEARE  ON  EELS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  extremely  interesting  corre- 
spondence about  eels  travelling  at  night,  over  wet 
grass,  and  in  thrmderstorms,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  Shakespeare  alludes  to  the  subject : 
lliumler  shall  not  so  awake 
'J'he  beds  of  eels,  etc.  I'ericles,  act  iv.  sc.  .3. 

— Faithfully  yours,    Aug.  F.  Dyer. 

SEALS  AND  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  seal  is 
one  of  the  worst  enemies  of  the  salmon.  Fishing  last 
autumn  on  the  Dee,  we  had  as  many  as  three  fish  in  one 
day  all  bitten  bj'  seals.  The  bite  was  always  in  the 
same  place — a  little  behind  the  dorsal  fin  on  the  left 
side  looking  from  tail  to  head.  Most  of  the  fish 
we  killed  were  so  bitten,  and  besides  this  there  were 
claw-like  marks  on  both  sides  about  level  with  the 
l)ite.  The  fish  were  fresh,  with  sea  lice  on  them,  and 
the  wounds  quite  fresh,  except  in  one  case,  that  of  an 
old  cock.  The  wound  here  was  a  very  bad  one,  and 
would  in  a  short  time  have  killed  him.  In  fact,  I 
think  that  all  those  bitten  would  probably  die. 
"  J.  S."  has  opened  a  most  important  question  as 
affecting  the  salmon,  and  I  hope  will  lead  to  some- 
thing being  done  (although  it  is  difficult  to  see  what) 
to  reduce  the  number  of  seals  on  the  coast. 

I  hope  to  commence  on  the  Dee  on  Feb.  11,  and  will 
report  if  I  notice  any  more  signs,  but  I  do  not  think 
one  sees  many  fish  so  marked  early  in  the  season. — 
Very  truly  yours,  J.  J.  Hardy. 

Alnwick. 


Bfi  SLAUGHTER  OF  TROUT  OUT,  OF  SEASON 
IN  SCOTLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — IMy  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter 
signed  "  W.  ,T.  P."  in  your  edition  of  the  5th  inst. 
Will  he  please  read  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act  1892,  55  and  56  Vict.  chap.  50,  sec.  2,  or 
apply  to, — Y'ours  truly,       Oeo.  B.  Harvey, 

Pish  Inspector,  Sanitary  Chambers,  Glasgow. 
Jan.  10,  1901.   


FISHING  AT,  HONG  KONG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  a  short  letter  from  somebody  asking 
about  fishing  in  the  island  of  Hong  Kong,  and  I  see 
your  remark  at  the  foot.  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  is 
none,  as  I  stayed  there  for  six  weeks,  and  as  a  rule  I 
have  been  very  keen  on  finding  out  all  fishing  places 
on  my  travels  round  the  world.  There  is,  however, 
plenty  of  sea  fishing. 


With  reference  to  trout'fishing  in  Switzerland,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  cannot  give  you  much  information,  as  I 
am  not  much  of  a  fly  fisher.  I  have  fished  for  trout 
at  St.  Moritz,  and  also  in  the  river  that  flows  into  the 
lake,  where  I  caught  a  few  small  ones. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Y'.  SlOMUND. 

P.S.— The  "  Old  Man's  Holidays "  ought  to  be  a 
treasure  to  every  fisherman. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  P.  W.  G.  Goldring's 
letter  on  this  subject  in  j-our  issue  of  Jan.  12,  I  am 
afraid  that  he  will  be  unable  to  procure  any  trout 
fishing  nearer  than  Japan.  I  have  not  been  in  Hong 
Kong  for  some  few  years  now,  but  my  mother  has  not 
long  returned  from  Hong  Kong,  and  she  tells  me  that 
she  had  to  go  to  Japan  to  procure  any  fishing — that  is 
to  say,  fishing  in  fresh  water.  The  trout  in  Japan 
run  to  about  31b.  weight,  but  they  are  very  difficult  to 
capture,  owing  to  the  water  being  so  clear  that  it  is 
very  hard  to  approach  within  casting  distance  without 
being  seen.  I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  fishing  in 
Hong  Kong  itself.  I  have  a  great  many  friends  out 
in  Hong  Kong,  and  if  Mr.  Goldring  cares  to  write  to 
me  personally  I  will  write  to  friends  who  have  only 
returned  from  Hong  Kong  a  short  time  and  procure 
him  fuller  particuhirs  on  the  subject. 

For  the  Japan  fishing  a  few  small  Devon  minnows 
and  phantoms  should  be  taken  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  trout  flies.  The  lakes  in  Japan  are  very  deep 
and  very  clear,  so  that  fine  tackle  should  be  used. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Hew  L.  Dalrymple. 


UNPISHED  FREE  FISHING  WANTED  IN 
NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  oblige  by  letting  me  know 
the  best  season,  and  also  the  best  nnfished  free  fishing, 
for  salmon  trout  in_Norway  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

D.  Grant  Sutherland. 

[We  have  not  heard  of  any. for  a  long  time. — Ed.] 


22  BARRELS  AND  36  CARRIERS  OF  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Thursday  in  last  week  we  despatched 
the  largest  number  of  two-year-old  trout  over  under- 
taken in  one  lot  by  us,  or  probably  by  any  fisher)-  in 
the  country.  They  were  contained  in  22  barrels  and 
36  carriers,  the  whole  lot,  including  water,  weigliing 
between  six  and  seven  tons. 

They  required  three  parcel  vans,  measuring  45  feet 
long,  the  vans  being  connected  together  by  a  corridor 
or  gangway,  allowing  the  attendants  free  access  to 
each  van  without  leaving  them  on  the  journey. 

We  were  sijigularly  lucky  in  tlieir  transport,  as  only 
seven  fish  were  lost,  although  the  journey  occupied 
from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  eleven  o'clock  next 
morning — 14  hours,  and  they  had  to  be  carted  to  their 
destination,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  so  that  from 
first  to  last  the  fish  were  in  the  same  water-17i  hours 
from  leaving  the  fishery. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  fish  went  as  a  special  train 
from  Scorton  to  Crewe,  in  order  to  catcli  the  best 
possible  connection. — Yours  faithfully, 

Andrew  Henry,  Sec, 
The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Co. 


CANADIAN  AND  SUMMER 'DUCK  FEATHERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  your  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  28 
that  Canadian  duck  and  summer  duck  feathers  are 
scarce.  I  must  say  I  cannot  agree  with  you,  for  I 
have  plenty,  and  no  application  for  them  for  at  least 
three  months. — Yours  faithfully, 

15a,  College  Avenue,  S.  &  E.  G.  Mbsseena. 

Lower  Clapton. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  query  by  "  Lucius  "  in 
your  last  issue.  Having  just  returned  from  Ireland,  I 
can  strongly  recommend  his  trying  for  the  big  pike  in 
Loch  Derg.  He  will  find  Grace's  Ayle  Vane  Hotel,  at 
Killaloe,  a  most  homely,  comfortable  fisherman's 
quarters.    Charges,  £3  3s.  per  week. 

Boat  and  thoroughly  experienced  men,  6s.  a  day. 

Usual  baits — No.  6  phantom,  big  spoon,  or  some 
dead  bait  on  Chapman's  spinner. 

There  are  plenty  of  big  pike,  and  February  is  the 
best  month  for  them.  Personally  I  was  imlucky,  my 
best  fish  being  only  19  J  lb. 

The  trout  fishing  also  starts  on  Feb.  1. 

Killaloe  is  about  sixteen  miles'  rail  from  Limerick, 
and  I  need  hardly  say  the  scenery  of  Loch  Derg  is 
perfection. — Yours  truly,  H.  O.  C. 

Dear  Sir, — Lough  Derg,  Killaloe,  co.  Clare,  is  just 
the  place  to  suit  "  Lucius,"  whose  letter  appeared  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  Pike,  perch,  and  roach 
abound  in  the  lake.  Following  are  a  few  of  the  recent 
captures  of  pike  above  Killaloe  :  Mr.  Parker  Hutchison, 
of  Castle  Lough,  seven  averaging  181b.  each,  largest 
241b.  It  was  caught  on  a  large  Devon.  The  next 
largest  was  20Jlb.,  taken  on  a  spoon.  Mr.  Potter  got 
a  pike  of  271b.  close  to  Castle  Lough.  Mr.  Hare  had 
one  of  221b.  Six  other  pike  of  over  201b.  each  are  also 
said  to  have  been  taken.  Roach  in  thousands  are  to 
be  met  with  in  one  particular  part  of  the  river 


(Shannon)  below  Killaloe.  Salmon,  grilse,  and  trout 
throughout  the  season.  Excellent  accommodation 
near  the  fishing.  Full  particulars  on  application  to 
mo.  S.  J.  Huei-ey. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland. 


Sir, — If  your  inquirer  "  re  Largo  Pike  "  comes  to 
Lough  Mask,  I  promise  he  will  get  some  big  ones.  I 
have  seen  one  of  37^lb.,  caught  by  Mr.  Coburn  ;  one  of 
35Jlb.,  caught  by  Colonel  Gronow;  and  one  of  321b., 
caught  by  Mr.  Joyce,  proprietor  Mount  Gable  Hotel  - 
all  last  season  ;  and  one  caught  by  myself  a  week  ago, 
of  291b.,  with  scores  of  pike  between  201b.  and  241b. 
during  the  season.  Mr.  Joyce's  pike  is  set  up  in  his 
hotel— a  beautiful  specimen.  For  large  pike  or  largo 
trout  no  lake  can  touch  Lough  Mask.  Pebruarj-  is  a 
capital  month  for  pike  fishing.  Tariff  at  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  £2  10s.  per  week ;  boat  and  men,  6s.  per  day. 

Tom  Summervillb, 

Kilbride,  Clonbur.  Boatman. 

KASHMIR  PISHING  CLUB. 
Dear  Sir, — As  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  in- 
terest yourself  in  the  scheme  for  introducing  British 
trout  into  Kashmir,  you  may  like  to 'hear  that  the  last 
consignment  of  ova  sent  out  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
has  reached  Srinagar.  A  message  received  at  Bombay 
by  telegram  from  Kashmir,  and  posted  on,  says  that 
over  60  per  cent,  of  the  ova  have  reached  in  good 
condition,  and  are  now  in  the  hatching  boxes. — Yours 
truly,  Stuart  H.  Godfrey. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Dear  Sir, — From  time  to  time  as  a  constant  sub- 
scriber to  your  Gazette  I  have  read  with  interest 
letters  that  have  appeared  in  its  pages  re  fishing  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  On  February  23  I  am 
proceeding  to  South  Africa,  and  I  thought  some  of  your 
numerous  readers  would  be  able  to  give  me  some 
information  as  to  the  fishing,  both  sea  and  freshwater, 
to  be  found  in  and  around  Durban,  the  kind  of  tackle 
to  take,  and  any  other  information  that  would  be  of 
interest  to — Yours  truly,  South  Africa. 

FISHING  IN  CORSICA  AND  SARDINIA. 
Dear  Sir, — We  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  give  us  any 
information  as  to  the  trout  fishing  in  Corsica  and 
Sardinia,  for  a  customer. — Y''ours  truly, 

J.  Bernard  and  Son. 

5,  Church-place,  Piccadilly. 

[The  following  information  from  the  Field  may  be 
useful,  and  perhaps  some  of  our  subscribers  in  the 
Britisli  Mediterranean  Fleet  may  be  able  to  send  some 
more  recent  information. — Ed.] 
[Extract.] 

Corsican  Trout  (article  in  Field,  Aug.  22,  1891,  by 
"Guy  Rothery"). — "Excellent  trout  fishing  may  be 
enjoyed  almost  everywhere  in  Corsica."  Mentions 
Fiume  (river)  d'Oro  as  one  of  the  best  streams.  Route 
from  Ajaccio.  Does  not  give  name  of  village,  etc. 
Speaks  of  sport  as  good,  both  with  flies,  gentle,  and 
worm ;  with  two  latter  got  plenty  of  large  eels  also. 
Speaks  of  it  as  a  "  red  letter  day,"  but  does  not  give 
numbers  or  weights.  Refers  to  a  local  vendetta,  but 
says  nothing  of  brigands. 

Sardinia  (from  a  resident,  Dec.  1893) :  "  There  arc 
plenty  of  small  trout  in  most  of  the  rivers,  and  they 
take  a  fly  very  well.  The  largest  will  not  be  above  21b. 
weight,  but  the  average  are  small  herring  size.  The  worst 
of  coming  here  to  fish  would  be  the  utter  want  of  accom- 
modation. There  are  no  inns,  except  at  Cagliari  and 
Sassari,  and  tliere  is  no  fishing  near  either  of  those 
places.  Of  course,  it  would  be  possible  to  take  a  train 
from  either  place,  and  go  to  where  the  fishing  may  be, 
and  return  in  the  evening.  But  the  accommodation  in 
Sassari  is  bad.  There  is  a  miserable  inn  at  Terranova, 
but  the  trout  near  there  are  very  small.  The  trout 
do  not  get  into  condition  till  April  at  the  earliest. 

COMPACT  FOLDING  CANVAS  BOAT. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  just  received  from  America  a 
wonderfully  compact  folding  canvas  boat,  which  will 
carry  two  or  three  persons.  It  is  12  feet  long  when 
extended,  and  folds  into  a  bundle  50  inches  long  and 
10  inches  in  diameter.  The  boat  weighs  461b.,  in  its 
light  form  351b.  Safe  and  durable.  Price  complete, 
with  two  folding  seats  and  one  pair  sculls,  £9.  Wo 
shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  us  to  bring  this  to  the 
notice  of  your  readers.-^Yours  faithfully, 

P.  T.  Williams  &  Co. 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 


THAMES  BREAM  FEED  IN  JANUARY. 
Dear  Sir, — Bream  are  not  supposed  to  feed  well  in 
cold  weather;  but  my  friend  Mr.  James  Mason,  of 
Richmond,  fishing  the  Thames  with  Job  Brain,  senior, 
on  the  13th  inst.,  near  Orleans  House,  caught  forty- 
three  bream,  from  lilb.  to  31b.  each,  during  three 
hours'  angling.  All  "  the  fish,  excepting  five,  were 
replaced  in  the  river. — Yours,  etc., 

Alfred  Jardine. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  hnld  over.) 
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Queen  Victoria. 


HE  unexpected  death  of  our  beloved  Queen  has 
broug-ht  grief  to  the  hearts  of  none  of  her  miUions  of 
subjects  more  sharply  than  to  anglers ;  it  is,  indeed, 
far  too  soon  to  realise  that  the  gracious  lady,  whose 
name  was  always  honoured  with  such  enthusiasm  at  our  meetings, 
has  passed  away. 

But  Queen  Victoria  will  never  die.  Her  memory  will  live  on 
ever  green  in  the  hearts  of  our  people,  who  will  learn  more  and 
more  as  the  years  roll  on  what  they  and  the  Empire  owe  to  our 
first  Queen-Empress. 

And  the  best  way  to  show  our  love  and  gratitude  to  Queen 
Victoria,  and  to  serve  the  Empire  so  dear  to  her,  is  to  give  our 
King  and  Emperor  that  boundless  love  and  trust  which  Victoria 
enjoyed,  so  that  he  too  may  feel  that  he  has  the  whole  Empire 
behind  him. 

Anglers  are  glad  to  know  that  the  heir  to  the  throne,  now 
Prince  of  Wales,  is  a  keen  fisherman,  and  will,  from  their 
hearts,  join  in  the  universally  expressed  feelings  of  sympathy 
with,  and  loyalty  and  devotion  to,  the  Royal  Family. 


LONG    LIVE   THE  KING! 


5(> 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


English  Anglers  and  a  Close  Time  for 

Trout  in  Scotland. 
Having  been  asked  by  several  well-known  Scottish 
anglers  to  do  what  I  can  to  aid  them  in  their  eflbrts 
to  obtain  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland,  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  do  what  I  can.  Facilities  for 
obtaining  good  ti'out  fishing  are  not  increasing  by 
an.N  iiKNUis,  and  even  from  a  merely  selfish  point  of 
view  it  behoves  us  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  im- 
pro\  e  and  protect  trout  fisheries  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  In  many  cases,  especially  in  Scotland, 
protection  for  trout  means  increased  protection  for 
salmon,  so  that  tliis  is  not  merely  a  trout  fisher's 
question. 

How  we  English,  Irish,  and  Welsh  anglers  may 
best  help  our  Scottish  friends  will  be  clear  from  the 
following  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.— a 
keen  trout  as  well  as  salmon  angler — who  has 
worked  so  hard  in  the  cause  already,  and  does  not 
mean  to  be  beaten  : — 

49,  Lennox-gardens,  S.W., 
Jan.  22,  1901. 

My  Dear  Marston,— Scottish  anglers  ought 
to  be  grateful  to  you  for  the  help  you  are  giving 
them  towards  obtaining  a  close  time  for  trout. 
B;it  Scottisl)  members  are  but  a  small  minority  in 
Parliament,  anil,  unless  we  get  help  from  English 
members  also,  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  a  Govern- 
ment that,  among  all  the  pressing  matters  of 
moment  to  be  dealt  with,  this  small  one  is 
worthy  of  attention.  Three  years  ago  I  per- 
suaded the  House  to  give  the  Bill  a  second 
reading;   then  some  Radicals  sniffed  landlord 


privilege  in  it,  and  blocked  it  implacably.  I 
then  induced  the  Government  to  take  it  up,  btit 
no  Government  is  willing  to  keep  the  whole 
House  sitting  over  a  measure  unless  they  are 
convinced  it  is  of  real  importance. 

Well,  it  is  of  great  impoi-tance  to  thousands 
of  hard-working  men  in  Scotland  that  their 
recreation  should  not  be  destroyed  by  greedy 
pot-hunters,  who  kill  the  spawners.  it  is  not 
only  the  mischief  done  to  the  existing  stock 
which  is  so  cruel :  as  long  as  there  is  no  close 
time  on  open  waters  (and  all  streams  in  Scotland 
are  open  to  the  public,  qua  trout,  except  those 
flowing  into  the  Sol  way),  it  is  useless  to  attempt 
improvement  by  restocking  and  protection,  and 
so,  year  by  year,  we  have  to  look  on  and  see  our 
beautiful  waters  ruined  by  a  few  unscrupulous 
persons. 

Scotland  is,  I  believe,  the  only  ci\  ilised  country 
(except  Turkey)  where  the  legislature  absolutely 
ignores  the  existence  of  a  native  animal  valuable 
for  food,  and  does  not  at  least  empower  the 
owner  of  the  land  on  which  it  is  found  to  give 
it  some  j^rotection. 

In  the  Solway  district  it  is  all  right ;  at  least, 
in  rivers  containing  migratory  salmonidae.  The 
Solway  Acts  vest  the  right  to  fresh-water  trout 
in  such  rivers  in  the  proprietors  thereof. 

Do  you  think  English  anglers  will  come  to  our 
help  by  pressing  upon  their  members  of  Parlia- 
ment the  necessities  of  our  Scottish  case,  and 
urging  them  to  lend  us  a  hand  in  Parliament  ?— 
Yoiu-s  truly,  Herbert  Maxwell. 

If  we  all  bear  in  mind  Sir  Herbert's  suggestion 
as  to  getting  our  members  of  Parliament  interested, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  cause  will  get  a  good  deal  of 
encouragement  and  votes. 


Mr.  Harmsworth. 

"  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth,  of  London,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Da  ill/  Ma  il  and  about  thirty  other 
newspapers  and  periodicals  in  Great  Britain,  is  on 
a  visit  to  this  eountrj',  and  one  of  the  great  daily 
newspapers  in  New  York,  city  was  turned  over  to 
him  to  t>e  issued  for  one  day  in  the  manner  and 
style  that  would  exemplify  his  idea  of  what  the 
modem  daily  newspaper  should  be.  A  Troy,  N.Y., 
newspaper,  the  Biuhjet,  in  speaking  editorially  of 
Mr.  Harmsworth's  efforts  to  improve  the  make-up 
of  the  daily  newspaper,  said  that  the  American 
people  should  appreciate  what  he  had  done  for 
journalism,  even  if  they  did  not  adopt  his  sugges- 
tions, and  proposed  that  he  be  invited  to  go  fishing 
as  the  best  relaxation  that  could  be  offered  to  a 
busy  man  on  a  vacation,  and  intimated  that  we 
had  in  this  country  some  superior  fishing. 

"  Apparently  this  was  a  shot  in  the  dark,  and 
the  writer  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Harmsworth  was 
an  enthusiastic  angler.  He  had  scarcely  landed 
from  the  Teutonic  when  he  wrote  to  Forest  and 
Stream  to  ask  about  the  fishing,  and  on  a  previous 
visit  to  this  country  he  visited  Florida  for  tarpon 
fishing,  and  later  wrote  of  his  experience  in  the 
colmnns  of  this  paper,  praising  the  fishing  as 
something  superior  to  the  fishing  of  any  other 
country.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Harmsworth  has 
visited  India  and  Siberia  for  the  fishing,  and  speaks 
in  glowing  terms  of  the  fishing  in  India, -strange  as 
it  may  seem,  saying  it  would  be  a  fine  fishing 
country  excei)t  for  the  discomfoi't  from  tlie  heat. 
Mr.  Harmsworth  will  visit  Florida  for  tarpon  fish- 
ing on  this  visit — in  fact,  that  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  his  visit  at  this  time." 

I  take  this  "  note "  from  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney's 
always  interesting  column  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
I  hopedf  Mr.  Harmsworth  would  have  had  some 
sport  with  the  "  leaping  tuna,"  and  got  him  some 
information  about  that  fishing,  but  found  he  would 
not  be  in  America  at  the  proper  season  for  tuna 
fishing. 

"  Sarcelle  "  tells  me  he  has  an  idea  the  tuna  is 
nothing  but  the  tunny,  and  that  the  "  leaping 
tuna  "  can  be  caught  in  the  Mediterranean. 


In  giving  some  account  of  the  history  of  the 
split-cane  rod  recently,  I  said  that  "  although  we 
owe  the  hexagonal  six-piece  glued-up  split-cane 
rod  of  to-day  to  the  ingenuity  of  American  fishing- 
rod  makers,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  system 
of  making  rods  was  invented  in  England  and 
almost  forgotten,  until  it  came  to  us  as  a  new 
thing  from  the  United  States  in  the  seventies."  I 
also  pointed  out  that  "  the  cheap  trash  with  which 
the  market  was  flooded  got  the  split  cane  into 
disrepute  for  a  time,  imtil  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros. 


took  up  tlie  manufacture,  and  with  such  success 
that  the  name  of  Hardy  on  a  rod  of  this  malte 
means  that  it  is  second  to  none." 

I  ought  to  have  said  that  the  cheap  rods  I  re- 
ferred to  were  of  American  make,  inasnmch  as 
several  of  our  best  English  fishing-tackle  makers 
also  make  split-cane  rods  which  are  second  to 
none.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  even  that  the 
Americans  can  lay  claim,  as  I  thought  they  could, 
to  being  the  first  to  make  six-strip  cane  rods. 
Messrs.  Eaton  &  Deller  say  they  have  made  them 
for  thirty  years,  and  I  certainly  remember  first- 
class  rods  of  this  description  made  by  them  and 
other  English  firms  twenty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Ogden  Smith's  Combination  Fly  Tweezers 
and  Scissors. 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  of  6,  Park-side,  Hyde  Park- 
corner,  and  Clapham  Junction — so  famed  for  trout 
flies  of  the  best — has  brought  out  a  very  ingenious 


and  useful  little  combination  scissors  and  tweezers 
for  fly  making,  etc.  The  illustration  renders  de- 
scription superfluous. 


Mr.  F.  Ogden  Smith,  tackle  maker,  of  Twicken- 
ham, is  a  practical  angler.  I  have  mentioned 
before,  but  think  I  have  not  illusti'ated,  his  capital 
floats,  the  cork  body  of  which  can  be  taken  of?  the 
porcupine,  and  changed  for  a  larger  or  smaller  to 
suit  the  water.  The  cork  body  also  acts  as  a  cap 
to  hold  the  line,  thus  doing  away  with  the  little 
loose  quill  cap  wJiich  so  often  gets  lost  or  broken. 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith  also  brings  out  a  patent  measure, 


made  of  hard  wood,  with  the  size  Thames  fish 
can  be  taken  marked  on  it — a  very  useful  thing  for 
a  Thames  angler  ;  but  it  would  be  better  if  together 
with  the  name  of  the  fish  the  official  length  was 
also  given  ;  then  there  would  be  no  excuse  for  an 
angler  to  pretend  that  he  thought  from  this 
measure  that  he  might  keep  an  8-in.  pike  or  a  4-in. 
dace.  It  would  be  as  easy  to  stamp  in  the  figures 
as  the  name  of  the  fish. 

Salmon  Taking  a  Small  Trout  Fly. — "  Dry  Fly  " 
IN  Ireland  and  a  Good  Pattern. 
Not  so  many  years  ago  it  would  have  been  thought 
by  many  an  impossible  thing  to  get  a  fresh-run 
salmon  to  take  a  small  trout  fly,  and  still  more 
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impossible  to  kill  him  on  trout  tackle  and  trout 
rod.  At  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  the  other  night  we 
were  telling  stories  of  taking  immense  salmon  on 
tiny  No.  000  eyed  flies  and  gossamer  gut,  as  if  it 
were  quite  the  usual  thing.  The  salmon  were 
mostly  well-mended  kelts,  it  is  true.  I  was  writ- 
ing to  a  member  soon  after,  and,  knowing  that  he 
tished  dry  fly  for  trout  on  an  Irish  salmon  river,  I 
asked  if  he  had  ever  killed  a  clean-run  salmon  on 
his  trout  fly,  and  he  Idndly  sends  me  this  interest- 
ing note  : — 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — With  regard  to  the  questions 
you  asked  me,  I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  hooked  a 
new  fish  on  the  trout  fly,  though  it  has  occurred  now 
and  then  to  some  of  the  local  anglers.  Yes  I  Dry  fly 
is  becoming  rathe*  too  popular  on  the  Suir  (Mr.  M. 
was  the  first  to  use  it  there),  and  trout  correspoud- 
ingly  shy ;  but  with  a  man  who  is  able  to  hold  and 
pole  a  cot  with  hardly  a  ripple  up  a  stream  it  is  still 
deadly,  and  very  enjoyable,  as  the  fish  are  very  strong, 
and  there  are  plenty  of  good-sized  ones.  But 
though  plentiful,  and  very  free  risers  to  the 
natural  fly,  they  take  a  lot  of  catching,  being 
very  hard  fished  night  and  day ;  still,  it  is  a 
grand  river.  Thirty  years  ago  trout  were  far 
more  numerous,  and  any  skuldragging  bungler 
could  kill  a  lot  of  fish.  In  those  davs  the  fish 
were  long,  poor,  and  flabby — hardly  fit  for  a 
cat  to  eat ;  the  water  was  overstocked.  Now 
they  are  perfect  in  quality  and  condition.  The 
enclosed  fly  made  for  me  by  Messrs.  I'arlow 
&  Co.,  Strand,  London,  is  far  the  best  for 
dry-fly  work  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  my  experi- 
ence goes,  especially  for  evening  fishing. — 
Yours  very  truly,  E.  J.  Middslton. 

The  fly  Mr.  Middelton  (inventor  of  the 
"  Watchet "  mimiow)  sends  me  is  a  little 
beauty,  made  with  heron  herl  body,  sea 
swallow  hackle,  and  starling  wing  and  a  red 
head,  so  I  have  christened  it  the  "  Red 
Headed  Dun."  Mr.  Middelton  says,  "  The 
red  head  is  not  essential,  but  at 
attractive."  The  "  Eed  Headed  Dun 
kill  many  an  English  as  well  as  Irish  trout 
this  season,  and  grayling  also — especially  in 
the  magic  time  just  before  and  after  sunset. 


times 
'  will 


A  friend  of  mine  has  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
of  trout  fishing  to  let  in  Hertfoi'dshire.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  the  name  of  any  one  wanting  such  a 
fishing.  Keeper  must  be  kept,  and  rent  is  about 
£110.  R.  B.  Marston. 


"WHEEE  IS  IT?" 

Some  time  ago  a  correspondei^t  sent  us  three 
Kodak  views,  from  which  we  had  made  the  three 
illustrations  below.  Somehow  the  letter  accom- 
panying the  photographs  got  mislaid,  and  for 
months  we  have  searched  in  vain  for  it.  The 
views  are  on  some  river  in  Scotland  or  Ireland  or 
England,  or  Norway  possibly.  Perhaps  our  corre- 
spondent will  see  the  illustrations  and  tell  us  all 
about  them,  or  some  one  else  may  recognise  the 
views. 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang  happened  to  mention  in 


No.  1. — Wheee  is  it  ? 


the  magnificent  sum  of  Ss.,  the  alternative  being 
three  days'  imprisonment.  Jonathan  and  his 
chmn  .Tohn  miglit  have  got  off  *'  scot  free  "  if  it 
had  been  on  any  other  day  of  the  week  but  a 
Sunday  upon  which  they  had  stretched  forth 
their  "  misanctified  hands  "  (with  a  long  pole  and 
a  gaff  attached)  to  seize  the  "  sacred  animal  "  ;  but, 
being  a  Sunday,  the  sanctimonious  feelings  of  the 
people  had  been  outraged,  and  especially  thbse  of 
the  Peterhead  district  generally,  where  the  Sunday's 
slap  is  more  violated  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance,  be  it  noted,  and  where  the  salmon  is 
only  considered  "  sacred  "  when  in  the  bag-net. 

In  delivering  judgment  his  honorary  lordship 
said,  "  It  did  not  seem  to  be  a  very  flagrant  ott'ence, 
but  they  might  have  been  better  employed  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon.  They  must  understand  that  a 
salmon  was  a  sacred  animal,  and  must  not  be 
touched  by  unsanctified  hands."  And  so  he  fined 
them  as  above.  In  the  same  court,  and  at 
the  same  time,  David  Will,  a  fanner,  and 
his  servant,  Donald  McLeod,  who  were 
caught  red-handed  "burning  the  water"  on 
Nov.  26,  on  a  tributary  of  the  Ugie,  and 
who  were  the  only  culprits  out  of  a  whole 
gang  of  local  poachers  who  were  so  unfor- 
tunate (for  themseh  es)  as  to  be  caught  with 
a  lantern,  a  rope,  and  a  lister,  or  spear,  also 
pleaded  guilty,  and  were  let  down — the 
servant  with  an  admonition,  and  the  farmer 
with  the  usual  five  shillings  fine ! 

Whatever  be  a  man's  private  sympathies 
or  feelings  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  general  and  sahnon  laws  in  par- 
ticular, he  has  no  right  to  give  free  expres- 
sion to  them  when  they  run  counter  to  the 
law  while  on  the  seat  of  judgment.  This 
is  what  Mr.  Smith,  Peterhead,  has  done 
when  acting  in  the  temporary  position  of 
Sheriff  in  the  Peterhead  Court  the  other 
day.  He  is  not  the  regular  judge,  but  an 
honorary  substitute  when  anything  prevents 
the  regularly  Crown-appointed  judge  from 
occupying  his  usual  seat ;  but,  for  all  that, 
he  should  have  been  the  more  careful, 
lest  any  words  of  his  should  cause  offence, 


No.  2. — Whebe  is  it  ? 


No.  3.— Whebe  is  it? 


a  note  I  had  from  him  recently  that  he  had  killed 
a  salmon  on  the  finest  chalk  stream  gut  when  loch 
trout  fishing,  so  I,  of  course,  wanted  him  to  send 
me  an  account  of  it,  but  he  won't.    He  says  : — 

Dear  Marston, — I  can't  write  on  a  beastly  little 

salmon  I  It  was  rather  odd,  though.  Colonel  S  with 

the  same  flies  could  not  get  a  rise,  while  I  kept  lugging 
out  sea  trout,  the  biggest  SJlb.,  I  suppose  by  using  the 
very  fine  gut,  which  survived  from  chalk  stream  fishing, 

and  tiny  duns.    It  was  at  ,  where  Allan  Breok 

planned  (I  fear)  the  mmder.  of  Glenure. — Yours  very 
truly,  Andrew  Lang. 

I  have  had  kelts  take  my  March  brown  away — 
but  I  think  the  only  clean  fish  I  ever  had  take  my 
trout  fly  was  on  Lough  Conn,  and  after  playing 
him  for  an  age  he  got  away  also,  so  I  would  not 
like  to  swear  he  was  a  clean  fish  ;  but  Tom  Clark 
said  there  was  only  one  salmon  in  the  lough  Ihen, 
and  he  knew  he  was  "  clane  "  and  I  had  hooked 
him,  so  that  was  all  right. 


THE  SALMON— A  SACEED 
ANIMAL. 

The  salmon  has  hitherto  been  described  by 
various  distinguished  appellations,  but  it  has  been 
left  to  a  local  judge  in  the  herring  town  of  Peter- 
head, in  East  Aberdeenshire,  to  coin  the  latest 
up-to-date  phrase  in  honour  of  the  monarch  of  the 
waters.  Salmo  salar  has  in  times  past  been 
known  as  the  "royal  denizen  of  the  pool,"  "the 
royal  sport  of  kings,"  and  such  ILlfe,  but  in  future 
he  is  to  be  recognised  as  "  a  sacred  animal,  and 
must  not  be  touched  by  unsanctified  hands." 
Such  were  the  words  of  admonition  delivered  by 
Hon.  Sheriff- Substitute  Smith,  in  the  trial  and 
sentence  of  Jonaihan  Mackie-Kerr  and  John  Le\ie, 
labourers,  who  were  brought  up  before  him 
recently  and  pleaded  guilty  to  taking  salmon  on 
Christmas  Sunday  from  the  Ugie,  and  were  fined 


or  be  misconstrued  by  the  unfortunates  who  are 
only  too  glad  to  make  capital  out  of  every  chance 
that  comes  their  way,  and  justify  their  conscience 
in  so  doing. 

There  is  no  fault  to  be  fomid  with  his  remark 
that  they  might  have  been  better  employed  on  a 
Simday  afternoon  than  poaching  salmon  in  the 
Ugie,  fm-ther  than  that  it  smacks  of  the  meeting- 
house, and  is  best  for  all  purposes  to  be  separated 
from  the  judicial  bench.  It  mattered  not  whether 
it  was  a  Satm-day  or  a  Sunday  afternoon,  the 
offence  was  against  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts 
all  the  same ;  and  this  truth  has  to  be  pressed 
home  to  such  men  as  Mackie-Kerr  and  Le\  ie  by 
all  the  arguments  common  sense  can  command. 
They  pleaded  guilty  to  a  breach  of  the  law.  They 
could  not  do  otherwise,  for  they  also  were  caught 
red-handed  with  the  salmon  in  their  possession 
and  the  gaff  m  hand  with  wliich  the  deed  had  been 
newly  done.    They  came  out  from  the  village  of 
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Maud  for  the  very  purpose,  the  same  as  the  other 
gang  foregathered  from  the  village  of  New  Deer 
to  burn  the  water  of  Fedderate,  and  the  amount 
of  open  and  close  poachmg  which  goes  on  all 
the  winter  through  is  somethmg  enormous.  Only 
those  who  have  li\  ed  in  a  country  village  near  a 
salmon  stream  have  any  idea  of  the  continuous 
and  \\-holesale  poaching  which  is  carried  on  as  long 
as  there  is  a  lish  to  be  got.  The  frying-pan  is 
never  ofl'  the  lire,  for  fi-esh  salmon  steak  is  the 
usual  dish  of  the  hour,  while  a  few  of  fhe  larger 
fish  are  converted  into  kippers.  These  men  need 
more  than  milk-and-water  comments  over  their 
naughty,  bad  behajiour  in  going  forth  to  slay 
salmon  on  the  Smiday.  The  strong  arm  of  the 
law  has  to  be  laid  bare  in  all  its  awful  and  deterring 
naJiedness  before  they  can  be  made  to  comprehend 
tliat  they  have  done  anj-thiug  wrong.  It  sticks  in 
their  throats  that  if  it  had  not  been  Smulay  there 
would  ha\  e  been  no  aiii  on  their  part,  and  that  it 
was  the  law  of  God  they  were  fined  for  breaking, 
and  not  the  l«fw  of  man. 

His  advice  about  the  Sunday  element  as  aggi-a- 
vating  the  case  would  have  passed,  as  coming  from 
an  amatem-  bench,  had  he  not  au-ed  his  vein  of 
sarcasm  by  dubbing  the  salmon  the  "  sacred 
animal,  not  to  be  touched  by  unsanctified  hands." 
Straws  show  how  the  wind  blows.  We  ai-e  grateful 
to  My.  Smith  of  Peterhead  for  this  new  definition 
of  the  salmon.  We  strongly  reconmiend  his  classi- 
fication to  the  serious  consideration  of  naturalists 
in  general,  and  piscicultm-ists  in  particular,  and  we 
are  happy  to  think  that  at  last  there  is  something 
definite  that  we  can  fix  down  about  salar,  and 
prove  without  a  doubt,  without  the  possibility  of 
being  called  in  question — viz.,  that  he  is  "  sacred." 

Salmn  salar  has  been  called,  in  his  unclean  state 
at  least,  a  cannibal,  and  this  has  been  denied :  he 
has  been  called  a  faster  of  the  fasters,  and  even 
this  has  been  denied  ;  but  it  has  been  left  to  this 
Peterhead  amuteur  judge  to  call  him  a  "  sacred 
animal,"  and  who  is  there  bold  enough  to  deny  it '? 

Well,  there  is  just  this  harm  done,  when  such 
remai-ks  anent  the  salmon  fall  from  the  lips  of  a 
judge,  followed  by  such  petty  fines  as  a  crown  piece 
can  cover — and  we  say  it  in  all  seriousness — that 
the  whole  system  of  our  salmon  laws  and  then- 
administration  is  brought  into  complete  ridicule  in 
the  eyes  of  Jonathan  Mackie-Kerr  and  Co.  in 
partic.ilar  and  the  poaching  fraternity  in  general. 

To  poke  fun  at  the  expense  of  the  salmon  is  not 
only  playing  to  the  gods,  but  it  is  something  more. 
Instead  of  putting  down  such  open-handed  trans- 
gressions as  ought  to  be  done  with  all  the  serious- 
ness such  cases  demand,  it  is  openly  encouraging 
them  to  think  lightly  of  the  game,  and  to  be  at  it 
again  whenever  they  can  get  the  chance.  If  severe 
fines  are  not  meted  out  to  transgressors  of  our 
salmon  laws,  at  least  they  should  be  of  as  sub- 
stantial a  character  as  will  carry  conviction  on  the 
face  of  them,  and  there  is  certainly  a  wide  range 
between  the  minimum  of  5s.  and  the  maxinmm  of 
£5  for  a  first  offence.  Unless  these  men's  pockets 
be  pretty  heavily  touched,  they  will  neither  be 
made  to  believe  in  the  sacredness  of  the  law  nor 
the  fish  either. 

The  c  Iss  to  which  the  Kerr-Levie  tribe  belong 
needs  no  external  influences  to  inflame  them 
against  our  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts.  They  have  too 
much  of  that  in  their  blood  already,  and  anything 
like  scoffing  at  the  "  sacred  "  fish  or  "  animal,"  or 
any  other  name  out  of  the  aik,  is  only  adding  fuel 
to  the  flame  which,  more  or  less,  smoulders  in 
every  rustic's  breast  in  the  north.  It  would  be 
better  to  teach  him  that  the  "  animal  "  is  a  sacred 
fish  in  every  sense  of  tire  term,  and  that  his 
migrations  are  to  be  protected,  not  for  the  greed  of 
the  individual  poacher,  but  for  the  common  good 
of  all.  The  "  misanctified  hand"  may  not  touch 
him  ;  neither  can  the  "  sanctified  hand"  just  now, 
for  it  does  not  exist  in  the  annual  close  time. 
Without  the  presence  of  the  "sacred  animal"  in 
our  rivers  and  streams,  what  would  they  be  worth  '? 
Where  would  the  stream  of  gold  flow  if  such  men 
as  Kerr  and  Levie  (\\iio,  by  the  way,  were  fined  10s. 
each  for  assaulting  the  village  policeman  in  their 
native  glen  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  in  connection 
with  the  same  case)  got  their  bent  fulfilled?  It 
may  not  go  directly  into  their  "  mrsanctified " 
pockets,  but,  nevertheless,  it  keeps  their  "  un- 
sanctified hands  "  employed  indirectly,  when  big 
rentals  can  be  obtained  by  the  "  sanctified  "  pro- 
prietors for  fishing  rights.  Next  to  over-netting, 
the  curse  of  poaching  is  the  direct  ruin  of  our 
salmon  fisheries,  and  while  the  one  is  meantime 


legal  the  other  is  just  as  illegal,  and  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  every  high-minded  and  right-minded 
citizeii  to  stamp  it  out  with  a  firm  tread,  and 
proclaim  its  banefulness  with  no  uncertain  sound. 

  G.  M. 


A  LITTLE  HAMPSHIEE  STKEAM. 


The  little  stream  where  I  fish  runs  through 
lovely  water  meadows  in  a  small  Hampshire  valley 
close  to  a  dear  old  Hampshire  townlet.  As  I  sit 
this  December  day,  a  south-west  gale  roaring 
through  the  pines,  drivmg  the  grey  heavily  laden 
rain-clouds  before  it,  poring  over  Mr.  Halford's 
"  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  whose  beautiful  illustra- 
tions of  the  natm-al  and  artificial  fly  seem  to 
lighten  up  the  wintry  atmosphere  of  the  room 
with  the  simshine  of  summer,  my  thoughts  go 
back  to  the  many  pleasant,  happy  days  spent  on 
the  banks  of  this  little  stream.  It  is  a  chalk 
stream,  with  waters  as  clear  as  crystal. 

The  water  meadows  it  so  gently  flows  through 
are  very  lovely.  The  golden  water-flag  grows 
freely — too  luxuriantly,  perhaps,  for  the  fisher- 
man's comfort,  but  that  can  and  will  be  remedied. 
The  cuckoo  is  heard  off"  and  on  all  day  long  in  its 
season.  In  the  covert  on  one  side  of  the  stream  a 
cock  pheasant  makes  himself  heard,  and  outside  it 
the  rabbits  play  as  if  dogs  and  guns  did  not  exist, 
and  they  had  never  seen  the  one  or  heard  the  other. 
Now  and  again  wiU  be  met  that  gaunt  destroyer  of 
fish  the  heron  ;  a  rapacious  fisher  is  he,  and  there 
is  no  lunit  to  his  catch  either  in  size  or  in  number. 
He  will  attack  a  trout  that  he  cannot  carry  away 
just  as  readily  as  he  will  seize  a  four-inch  yearling. 
Here  a  many-coloured  water  hen,  crisply  nodding, 
swims  across  the  stream — an  ornamental  bird,  but  a 
destroyer  of  spawn. 

There  the  eye  is  caught  by  a  sudden  flash  of 
azure  blue  gleaming  in  the  summer  sun,  a  flash  of 
livmg  colour.  It  is  a  kingfisher,  perhaps  the  only 
bird  in  Great  Britain  that  resembles  in  lustre  the 
hunmiing-bh-ds  and  sun-birds  of  the  tropics,  on  its 
way  from  one  fishing  station  to  another  of  its 
accustomed  beat.  He  also  talves  heavy  toll  of  the 
young  trout.  But  who  would  wish  ill  to  a  kingfisher 
on  a  trout  stream  ?  Admire  his  beauty,  watch  him 
fish,  see  how  he  perches  on  that  twig,  never  a  move 
until  he  thinks  he  is  sure  of  his  fish.  From  him 
tlie  fisherman  will  receive  a  practical  illustration  of 
the  usefulness  of  Izaak  Walton's  admonition  to 
anglers,  "  Study  to  be  quiet." 

See !  there,  below  the  water,  swhns  a  water  rat 
towing  a  piece  of  flag  about  1^  feet  long  :  this  he 
will  take  to  his  home  in  that  hole  in  the  bank  under 
yonder  bush.  What  a  bright  black  eye  he  has,  and 
in  what  good  condition  the  sharp-toothed  little 
rascal  looks  1  Would  that  he  confined  his  diet  to 
reeds  and  weeds,  and  left  the  spawning  beds  alone  1 
Here  comes  a  weasel,  loping  along  on  the  opposite 
bank,  threading  his  way  through  the  thistles,  which 
appear,  beside  him,  to  be  tall  trees.  Ever  and  anon 
this  flexible  little  animal  sits  up  on  its  hind  legs, 
turning  his  head,  now  a  little  to  the  right  and  now 
a  little  to  the  left,  listening  very  attentively ;  now 
he  is  off  again,  and  again  he  stops.  Perhaps  he  has 
heard  the  plop  made  by  a  water  rat  as  he  enters 
the  water;  or  does  he  hear  a  water  hen  moving 
beneath  the  alders  that  fringe  the  bank  ?  Hark  1 
what  is  that '?  It  is  the  cry  uttered  by  a  water  hen 
as  she  strives  to  defend  her  young  from  the  weasel 
we  lately  saw.  Now  we  hear  a  trampling  of  hoofs, 
as  half  a  dozen  heifers  pass  us  going  as  hard  as 
they  can,  almost  goaded  into  madness  by  the  gad- 
flies. They  will  go  down  to  the  shade  of  that  tree, 
where,  for  perhaps  half  an  hour,  they  will  have  a 
little  peace,  and  then  will  gallop  back"^  again  helter- 
skelter,  tossing  their  heads  and  carrying  their  tails 
with  a  curious  kink  in  them,  and  occasionally 
kicking.  In  only  one  place  in  the  stream  have  I  seen 
them  stand  in  the  water,  and  never  for  long  there. 

Now  let  us  lie  down  and  watch  the  trout.  There 
is  one  feeding  above  that  clump  of  flags.  Anotlier 
comes  with  a  white  mark  on  his  tail,  but  he  is  not 
allowed  to  remain,  as  the  first  trout  rushes  at  him 
and  chases  him  away,  and  you  will  see  that  in  an 
area  of  some  six  or  seven  feet  square  no  trout  will  be 
allowed  by  our  friend  to  stop.  He  stations  himself 
at  the  lower  boundary  of  his  feeding  ground,  and 
secm-es  all  food  that  the  stream  brings  down  both 
surface  and  midwater,  and  stoutly  holds  his  own 
against  alt  comers,  boldly  dashing  at  them  and 
frightening  them  away.  How  beautifully  he  works, 
a  perfect  combination  of  lightness,  strength,  and 


activity.  One  stroke  of  that  powerful  tail  with  Huch, 
delicate  lines,  and  he  is  a  yard  up  stream,  A  sedge 
comes  down  stream  hovering  about  an  inch  above 
the  water;  he  sees  it,  and,  poising  himself,  gently 
thrusts  his  head  out  of  the  water,  takes  the  sedge  on 
the  wmg,  and  as  gently  retires.  I  have  watched 
this  fish  an  hour  at  a  time,  and  he  has  given  me 
instruction  and  aftbrded  me  anjusement.  I  once 
saw  him  yawn,  which  struck  me  very  much,  as  t 
had  nexev  before  seen  a  fish  yawn. 

This  little  stream  teems  with  all  sorts  of  food. 
A  spade  net  being  worked  under  the  water  celery, 
and  withdrawn,  is  so  covered  with  the  larvie  of  the 
olive,  blue,  and  pale  watery  duns,  and  of  the  Mayfly, 
and  the  caddis  of  the  sedges  and  the  caperers.  that 
only  here  and  there  can  the  tip  of  the  little  finger 
be  placed  on  the  clotli  of  which  the  bag  of  the  net 
is  made,  without  coming  into  contact  with  larvse 
and  caddis,  shrimps  and  snails.    I  think  I  could  do  * 
very  well  without  the  Mayfly,  which  seems  to  me 
to  excite  the  fish  too  much,  and  perhaps  the  fisher-  ■ 
man  also,  as  it  requires  some  determination  to 
devote  one's  particular  attention  to  an  individual ' 
fish,  whilst  numbers  are  rising  greedily  around.: 
Mayfly  fishing  is  not  the  easiest  part  of  dry-fly 
fishing.    So  it  may  be  seen  that  the  trout  in  this  ' 
little  stream  are  well  supplied  with  food.  They 
have  another  enemy  to  avoid— the  eel,  a  deadly- 
enemy  to  this  tribe,  one  of  the  worst.    Otters,  too, ' 
com^e  to  the  stream,  and  are  now  and  again  hunted.  - 
Otter  hunting  is  a  delightful  sport,  and  I  enjoy  it, 
but  if  they  could  only  put  the  otter  back  I  think  4 
the  stream  would  benefit,  as  the  otter  dearly  loves 
an  eel.    The  trout  'in  this  little  stream  are  not  , 
large,  but  when  hooked  they  fight  like  bull-dogs, " 
and  they  have  to  be  fished  for. 

T.  Wentwortu  Falconer. 


TEOUT-EEAEING  EXPEEIMENTS 
IN  KASHMIE. 


We  have  published  at  intervals  various  items  of 
news  concerning  the  trout-rearing  experiments 
which  are  being  conducted  in  Kashmir.  Letters 
received  by  the  last  Indian  mail  from  Srinagar 
now  enable  us  to  give  a  more  connected  account 
than  before  of  the  whole.  The  comparati\-e 
measure  of  success  that  has  been  obtained  in 
placing  British  trout  ova  safely  into  Imtcliing 
boxes  in  Srinagar  may  prove  encouraging  to  other 
associations  which  might  be  deterred  from  shnilar 
attempts,  only  because  great  distances  have  to  be 
covered  and  regions  of  high  temperature  to  be 
traversed. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford's  second  gift  of  ova  to  the 
sporting  comnumity  of  Kashmir  was  ordered  from 
the  Surrey  Trout  Farm  at  Haslemere  in  November 
last,  and  was  so  prepared  by  the  manager  that  the 
eggs  might  be  already  "  eyed  "  before  actual  ship- 
ment, the  better  to  survive  the  long  journey.  The 
box  was  conveyed  to  India  in  the  P.  &  O.  mail 
Caledonia,  leaving  London  on  Nov.  23.  The  object 
of  an  early  shipment  was  to  get  the  case  landed  in 
Srinagar  before  the  road  to  Kashmir  shouLl  be 
blocked  by  the  heavy  snow  that  generally  falls  tliere 
after  Christmas.  In  the  late  spring  and  until  late 
autumn  the  great  heat  of  a  railway  journey  through 
the  Indian  plains  would  ha^  e  made  the  difficulties 
en  route  far  greater. 

The  box  containing  the  eggs  was  kept  bv  the 
chief  officer,  Mr.  Martin,  at  a  temperature  of  ;55°  to 
43°  F.  the  whole  way  to  Bombay,  and  was  landed  on 
Dec.  14  in  good  condition,  and  despatched  im- 
mediately to  the  mail  train,  i)i  charge  of  Mr. 
Macdonell,  who  had  come  from  Kashmir  to  meet  it. 

At  the  Victoria  terminus  in  Bombay  before  the 
train  started  the  temperature  in  the  box  rose  as 
high  as  50",  but  after  it  had  been  properly  slung 
in  the  carriage  this  was  quickly  reduced,  and  varied 
between  38°  and  40°  F.  during'  the  railway  journey 
to  Rawalpindi,  where  it  arrived  on  Dec.  17.  From 
this  place  to  Srinagar  is  a  journey  of  over  250 
miles  by  road.  A  mail  cart  was  in  readiness  at 
Eawalpindi  station,  and  left  with  the  ova  at  3  p.m. 
on  the  17th,  with  a  temperature  in  the  box  of  33° 
to  36°,  ^vhich  was  maintained  until  Srinagar  was 
reached  at  2  p.m.  on  Dec.  19. 

On  opening  the  box  the  upper  trays  were  found 
to  be  in  very  fair  condition,  but  the  two  bottom 
ones  were  not  so  good.  In  these  "byssus"  had 
apparently  commenced  to  develop,  and  only  20  per 
cent,  of  the  ova  were  good.  Some  of  the  eggs,  too, 
had  aheady  hatched  out,  and  the  young  fish  were 
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alive  and  wTiggling  in  the  basin  when  the  rest  of 
the  ova  were  washed.  The  ova  from  the  first  three 
trays,  of  which  some  5400  were  good,  were  placed 
in  an  English-made  hatching  trough,  received  from 
the  Duke  of  Bedford's  hatchery,  the  remaining  good 
eggs,  about  1000  in  number,  in  a  native-made 
trough  copied  from  the  English  original.  Thus  of 
the  original  shipment  of  10,000  ova  more  than  60 
per  cent,  have  reached  Kashmir  safely,  and  seem  to 
be  in  a  fan  way  to  becoming  young  trout. 

An  Australian  expert  who  was  consulted  in  the 
matter,  after  the  first  failure  to  get  ova  to  Kashmir 
in  the  spring  of  last  year,  stated  that  he  would  not 
say  a  second  attempt  would  be  a  failure,  but  that 
if  it  was  successful  it  would  be  a  very  great  success. 
So  far,  therefore,  the  association  which  has  carried 
through  the  initial  stage  of  the  experiments  to  a 
successfiil  issue  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
persevered.  The  questions  of  whether  the  young 
alevins  can  be  reared,  and,  further,  whether  they 
will  breed,  remain  to  be  answered.  In  Madras  it 
appears  that  British  trout  will  not  breed.  The 
climatic  differences  between  Ootacamund  and  Sri- 
nagar  are,  however,  considerable.  Meanwhile, 
from  the  latest  accounts,  the  trout  ova  are  hatch- 
ing out  in  Kashmir,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  place  a  portion  of  them  in  a  carefully 
selected  stream.  Others  will  be  put  in  a  pond 
36  feet  by  3  feet  by  3  feet,  supplied  by  a  2-inch 
pipe  direct  from  the  Srinagar  water-works,  and 
they  will  be  fed  by  hand  until  the  coming  autumn. 

If  these  succeed,  we  shall  hope  to  hear  that  the 
prospect  of  S.  fario  taking  a  permanent  place  in 
the  streams  of  the  Kashmir  Valley,  and  gradually 
replacing  the  snow  trout,  is  not  as  remote  a  con- 
tingency as  at  one  time  appeared  to  be  the  case. 


A  YOEKSHIEE  "CUT. 


The  Yorkshire  "  cut "  in  which  the  angler  is 
interested  is  a  very  different  thing  from  the  deep 
or  square  or  late  cut  of  the  cricketer  of  the  Broad- 
acres.  It  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  ditch 
resembling  the  drains  of  Lincolnshire,  and  only 
rises  to  the  dignity  of  a  small  river  in  very  wet 
weather. 

How  many  of  these  cuts  or  ditches  there  may  be 
in  Yorkshne  the  writer  does  not  pretend  to  know. 
The  only  cut  of  his  acquaintance  is  one  some  miles 
from  Scarborough,  which  finds  its  way  into  the 
Derwent,  and  is  nominally  preserved.  It  was  a  fine 
day,  in  a  dry  October,  when  the  first  visit  was  paid 
to  this  novelty  in  waters,  and  certainly  a  peep  over 
the  bridge  spanning  the  road  was  full  of  promise  in 
the  matter  of  fish,  if  not  of  water  in  which,  to  angle. 
The  cut  was  dead  low,  and  the  first  glimpse  of  it 
carried  the  angler's  thoughts  north-west  across  the 
sea  to  South  Uist  and  the  clear  ditch  which  in  fine 
weather  connects  Lower  Kildonan  with  the  sea.  The 
two  waters  were  practically  identical  in  immediate 
character,  though  otherwise  far  different :  the  one 
was  the  final  channel  to  the  sea  of  a  series  of  sea- 
trout  lochs,  and  ended  in  a  drain  pipe  in  the  wide 
Atlantic ;  the  other  was  a  drain  with  a  prosaic  ending 
in  the  Derwent.  The  one  was  stemmed  by  sea  and 
bull  trout  coming  from  the  mystery  of  the  sea  ;  the 
other  was  peopled  by  dace  and  chub,  by  grayling 
and  roach,  with  perhaps  a  trout  to  every  mile  of  its 
length. 

But  to  the  writer  it  was  a  novelty — a  reminiscent 
and  suggestive  novelty,  if  the  apparent  contradiction 
in  terms  be  pardonable. 

It  was  a  fruitful  and  well-peopled  water.  One 
could  see  that  from  the  bridge,  for  the  shallow 
streamy  water  just  above  it  was  literally  alive  with 
dace  and  small  grayling,  moving  about  in  restless 
shoals. 

An  incautious  movement  increased  this  restless- 
ness, the  best  of  the  fish  moving  away,  some  up 
and  some  down,  though  the  smaller  ones  soon 
settled,  and  suffered  four  or  five  of  their  number — 
one  small  grayling  and  the  rest  dace — to  be  taken 
with  the  fiy  fi-om  the  bridge. 

The  day's  programme,  however,  included  other 
items,  and  a  move  was  made  up  stream  with  a  view 
to  discovering  bigger  fish  and  better  water.  Here 
and  there,  in  the  course  of  a  tramp  by  the  banks, 
little  streamy  portions  were  fished,  and  all  yielded 
an  odd  grayling  and  a  few  dace.  They  were  all 
small  fish,  however,  and  scarcely  worth  retaining. 

Presently,  however,  the  water  grew  deeper — say 
2ft. — and  here  there  were  good  and  tantalising  fish, 
mostly  dace,  which  followed  the  wet  fly  with  a 


persistence  highly  commendable  from  their  own 
point  of  view.  Few  could  be  persuaded  to  take, 
however,  and  a  change  to  dry  fly  was  attended  with 
but  little  better  results. 

The  water  has  a  great  reputation  for  big  dace, 
and  cei'tainly  the  one  or  two  killed  and  the  fish 
which  followed  the  fly  seemed  to  bear  out  the 
reputation.  On  that  day,  at  least,  noiie  of  the 
"  specimen  "  fish  were  in  the  mood,  but  a  vow  was 
registered  that  some  of  them  should  die  for  the 
cut's  reputation  on  another  occasion. 

That  occasion  eventually  came  ;  but  the  triumph 
was  short-lived.  It  was  a  wet  day,  and  the  cut 
was  rising  rapidly,  and  was  already  discoloured, 
when  the  pool  or  reach  holding  big  dace  was 
reached.  The  angler  was  not  a  coarse-fisher — 
most  unjust  of  phrases — and  so  used  the  Scottish 
method  of  fishing  the  worm,  without  a  float.  The 
first  worm  floated  down  took  a  fat  dace  of  15^oz., 
and  the  second  another  just  over  lib.,  two  specimen 
fish  which  the  angler  regretted  having  captured,  as 
he  did  not  feel  the  pride  proper  to  the  occasion, 
but  regarded  the  fish  with  the  ignorant  contempt 
of  him  who  has  drunk  of  what  he  fancied  was  the 
strong  wine  of  angling. 

Moreover,  these  fish  had  not  been  taken  with 
legitimate  gear  and  by  the  conventional  methods, 
so  that  from  no  point  of  view  could  he  regard 
their  caj)ture  with  the  joy  which  they  would  have 
brought  to  some  patient  professor  of  the  coarse- 
fisher's  art. 

Such  is  angling  luck,  the  same  on  a  Yorkshire 
cut  or  Lincolnshire  drain  or  placid  river  of  the 
south  as  in  the  wilder  waters  of  the  north.  The 
unskilled  catches  specimen  dace  which  give  him 
little  joy,  and  the  man  who  goes  out  for  a  couple 
of  hours  gets  a  Salmo  ferox,  to  the  chagrin  of  him 
who  has  trolled  for  the  champion  of  the  loch  for  a 
month  without  a  run  ! 

To  return,  however,  to  the  cut  and  the  wet  day. 
Two  more  big  dace  fell  victims  to  the  worm,  and 
then  the  ditch  came  dovm  in  brown  flood,  and 
fishing  was  useless. 

The  impression  which  the  cut  left  on  the  writer's 
mind  was  favom'able.  A  skilled  dry-fly  angler 
would  obtain  excellent  practice  in  such  waters, 
while  one  is  safe  in  saying  that  no  better  training- 
ground  exists  for  the  tyro  in  that  acme  of  the  sport 
— the  floating  of  a  fly  deftly  over  clear  and  placid 
water  of  gentle  flow,  and  the  mastering  of  the  trick 
of  the  eddy.  Hamish  Stuart. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  "  Booh  of  the  Boach,"  *  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell.  Edited  and  revised 
by  John  Bickerdyke.) 

CHAPTER  II. 

General  Observations. 

The  older  angling  writers  paid  little  attention  to 
the  roach,  joining  his  name  in  many  cases  to  some 
depreciatory  epithets,  such  as  foolish  or  sheepish. 

Now  we  venture  to  think  that  those  who  thus 
wrote  knew  really  very  little  about  the  roach  and 
his  habits. 

Except  the  carp,  and  at  times  the  barbel,  we 
are  acquainted  with  no  fish  the  capture  of  which 
requires  so  much  skill  and  attention,  whether  it  be 
to  baits,  seasons,  methods  of  fishing,  or  tackle. 

Roach  when  in  full  season  are  plucky  fish,  and 
with  fine  tackle  afford  very  exciting  sport.  A 
love  for  roach  fishing  has  prevailed,  or  does 
prevail,  in  almost  every  angler.  Although  he  may 
never  have  had  the  slightest  desire  to  fish  for 
barbel  or  bream,  roach  have,  during  some  portion 
of  his  life,  occupied  his  most  ardent  thoughts, 
even  if  they  have  not  contmued  prominent  objects 
of  his  affections.  Great  skill,  as  before  observed, 
is  necessary  in  their  capture,  and  although  the 
notion  exists  amongst  many  that  it  is  an  easy  fish 
to  hook  if  not  to  land,  yet  this  idea  probably  arises 
from  a  limited  experience  of  some  small  and  con- 
fined pond  t  in  which  food  is  scarce,  and  those  who 


*  The  "Book  of  the  Roach"  being  out  of  print  at 
present,  in  response  to  often-repeated  requests  we  are 
republishing  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  or,  at  any  rate, 
a  good  part  of  it.  The  first  instalment  began  "in  the 
issue  for  Jan.  12,  1901.  Back  numbers  may  be 
had. — Ed. 

t  In  ponds  and  small  lakes  roach  are  often  the  most 
easily  caught  of  fish,  but  in  many  rivers  those  of  any 
weight  are  usually  exceedingly  difficult  of  capture. — Ed. 


entertain  it  have  but  to  try  their  skill  in  a  large 
river  to  prove  how  false  is  the  assrunption. 

The  great  scarcity  and,  consequently,  increased 
cost  of  trout  and  other  fishing  of  a  superior  descrip- 
tion have  compelled  many  who  formerly  enjoyed 
tliese  to  content  themselves  with  the  pursviit  of  the 
roach.  And  good  sport,  even  of  this  class,  becomes 
every  day  more  difficult  to  obtain. 

If  we  look  for  the  causes  which  culminate  in  this 
state  of  things,  we  shall  find  that : — 

I.  The  character  of  rivers  has  been  very  much 
altered  of  late  years  by  draining.  Fomierly,  after 
heavy  rain,  the  streams  would  remain  discoloured 
for  days,  sometimes  weeks,  but  now  the  waters 
become  bright  in  perhaps  one-fourth  of  the 
time. 

II.  The  damage  caused  by  impurities  from 
chemical  works,  sewage,  and  sheep-washing,  which, 
even  when  not  sufficiently  intense  to  destroy  life, 
produces  languor  and  distaste  for  food. 

[Sewage,  by  increasing  the  growth  of  the  weed 
on  which  the  fish  feed  in  summer,  may  have  an 
unsus-pected  effect  on  the  angler's  sport. --.J.  B.] 

III.  The  greatly  increased  nmnber  of  anglers  of 
all  descriptions,  and  the  consequent  miscellaneous 
assortment  of  tackle  presented  to  the  scrutiny  of 
the  fish,  rendering  them  shy  and  timid,  and  only  to 
be  entrapped  by  the  most  consummate  skill  and 
the  finest  implements. 

Last,  but  not  least,  the  value  of  even  the  coarsest 
fish  has  risen  so  much  that  most  rivers  and  streams 
are  now  swept  night  after  night  by  the  poacher's 
net ;  the  constant  operation  of  which  has  reduced 
the  size  of  fish  taken,  particularly  roach,  to  one- 
fourth  of  what  would  be  a  fair  average  weight. 

[Owing  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of  anglers, 
angling  interests  are  looked  after  better  than 
formerly,  and  poaching  is,  I  think,  less  rife  than 
when  the  previous  passage  was  written.  But  I 
must  add,  as  a  fourth  cause  for  the  deterioration  of 
coarse  fishing,  one  which  has  become  aioplicable 
dm-mg  the  last  twenty  years.  I  refer  to  the  steam 
traffic  on  navigable  rivers.  This  is  exceedingly 
injm-ious  when  the  fish  are  spawning,  as  the  wash 
from  tugs  and  launches  breaks  away  quantities  of 
ova  from  their  resting  places,  and  their  subsequent 
failure  to  hatch  is  almost  cei-tain.  It  also  often 
happens  that  a  wave  caused  by  the  swell  from  a 
steam  vessel  will  break  on  the  bank,  carrying  with 
it  and  leaving  high  and  dry  thousands  of  very  young 
fish.  During  the  few  weeks  that  the  ova  of  fish  is 
hatching  the  speed  of  steam  vessels  should  be 
limited  by  bye-laws. — J.  B.] 

The  works  of  the  different  authors  who  have 
mentioned  roach  fishing  coincide  in  few  particulars  ; 
since  each  writer  treats  only  of  the  local  methods 
known  to  himself,  and  in  many  instances  obtrudes 
his  favourite  hobby,  to  the  exclusion  of  everj'thmg 
else."" 

Blaine,  indeed,  admits  that,  however  well  indi- 
Addual  fish  may  be  described,  with  then-  habits  and 
mode  of  capture  in  any  special  district,  yet,  altered 
as  these  become  through  external  agencies  which 
affect  both  fish  and  fishermen,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  collect  infonnation  from  very  extended  sources 
to  obtain  any  satisfactory  practical  knowledge  of 
the  art.  It  is  thus  that  Bambridge  ex2:)ends  only 
half  a  page  on  the  natural  history  and  captm-e  of 
the  roach,  devoting  a  third  of  another  to  assure  us 
that  the  fish  are  poor  and  the  sport  woi-thless. 
Salter,  on  the  other  hand,  presents  us  ^vith  seven 
pages  specially  devoted  to  roach  fishing,  and  the 
niuuerous  minor  notices  and  notes  scattered 
throughout  his  work  would  probably  occupy  three 
or  four  more.  And  we  believe  that  even  in  Salter's 
day  no  London  angler,  nor  many  country  ones, 
thought  this  notice  a  line  too  long. 

Mr.  Daniel  likewise  favours  us  with  a  dozen 
pages  on  this  fish,  and  the  different  methods  of 
taking  it,  which  attention  to  the  subject  on  the 
part  of  authors  of  such  repute  is  sufficient  to  show 
that,  although  in  some  localities  it  may  be  lightly 


*  However  true  this  reproach  may  have  been  in 
1870,  it  could  hardly  be  justified  at  the  present  day. 
The  late  Francis  Francis,  in  "  A  Book  on  Angling," 
has  a  capital  chapter  of  ten  pages  on  roach  fishing; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Keen  has  much  to  say  on  the  same  subject 
in  "  The  Practical  Angler  "  ;  Mr.  William  Senior  con- 
tribues  a  chapter  on  "Roach  Fishing  as  a  Fine  Art" 
to  the  Badminton  Library  ;  and  in  mj'  work  "  Book  of 
the  All-Rouud  Angler  "  I  have  devoted  thirty  pages  to 
the  roach.  Practical  articles  without  number  on  the 
same  subject  have  also  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the 
Field,  Fishing  Gazette,  Land  and  Water,  and  other 
sporting  papers. 
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esteemed,  in  others  it  is  considered  to  afford 
excellent  sport. 

Our  ambition  is  to  go  far  beyond  any  pre\  ioiis 
writer  upon  the  roach,  and  to  gi\e  an  account  of 
the  various  methods  practised  in  different  localities, 
and  under  different  circumstances.  Roach  fishing, 
as  we  have  said,  cannot  be  treated  as  an  entirety, 
being  influenced  by  so  many  special  conditions : 
water,  weather,  temperature,  and  seasoir,  and, 
above  all,  food.  Many  fish,  such  as  perch,  jack, 
chub,  etc.,  appear  not  to  vary  much  in  their  habits 
from  time  to  time,  but  with  roach  very  trifling 
altei-ations  in  circumstances  produce  marked  differ- 
ences of  behaviour  in  the  fish.  When  we  first 
knew  the  Thames,  the  river  was  kept  in  condition 
hy  fresliets  for  a  considerable  time  after  each  fall 
of  rain.  Now,  owing  to  the  improvements  in 
di-ainage,  the  benefit  derived  from  a  flush  of  water 
is  often  lost  in  a  few  hours,  so  that  the  really  good 
time  for  angling  is  reduced  to  a  small  fraction  of 
the  number  of  days  or  hours  we  formerly  enjoved. 
We  must  not  grumble  about  this  state  "of  things, 
as  we  could  hardly  wish  them  altered,  if  even  we 
had  the  power  to  change  them  ;  the  benefit  to  the 
farmer  and  this  country  generally  of  this  improv  ed 
system  of  drainage  being  almost  incalculable.  The 
change,  however,  almost  ruins  the  fisherman's  sport. 

"  Oh  !  he  is  only  a  roach  fisher,"  is  often  used  as 
a  term  of  depreciation.  As  if  fishing  for  roach  did 
not  require  as  much  skill  as  any  other  branch  of 
the  art  to  entitle  its  disciple  to  the  distinction 
of  angler !  "  Roach,"  says  Thomas  Eoosey  in 
his  "  Piscatorial  Reminiscences  and  Gleanings," 
"  require  as  much  attention  in  the  taking  as  the 
large  fish ;  roach  fishing,  however,  affords  such 
amusement  that  many  angle  for  this  fish  only." 

Blame  says  :  "  Roach  angling  offers  much  interest 
to  the  piscatory  zealots  who  are  shut  out  from  the 
higher  pursuit  of  fly  fishuig.  The  roach  is  an 
elegant  fish  when  taken,  and  requires  some  skill  to 
deceive  it,  whilst  its  game  qualities  are  such  that 
it  contests  the  matter  with  the  angler  to  the  last, 
so  as  to  yield  no  small  triumph  when  landed." 
We  have  seen  a  roach  of  even  a  poimd  weight,  in  a 
strong  current  in  the  Thames,  raise  the  blood  in 
the  face  of  an  angler  of  fair  fame.  They  bite 
fi-eely  when  in  condition ;  but  we  consider  the 
principal  hold  they  liave,  or  ought  to  have,  on  the 
angler  is  their  great  plenty,  and  the  numerous 
methods  which  may  be  employed  to  take  them,  to 
which  may  be  added  tlie  tin^ie  of  year  that  sport 
may  be  obtained  with  them,  wliich  is  when  few 
other  fish  yield  any.  From  the  very  bottom  of  the 
water,  every  inch  of  the  way  to  the  surface,  they 
can  be  fished  for  in  various  manners;  and  when 
sunning  themselves  at  the  top  they  will  take  a  fly 
with  the  best.  "  No  fish  whatever  exerts  the 
capabilities  of  the  angler  so  extensively  as  the 
roach ;  even  the  grayling  (whose  versatility  in 
yielding  sport  is  great  also)  must  nevertheless  "give 
place  to  the  roach,  a  precedence  which  we  think 
will  always  rank  him  as  a  distinguished  member  in 
the  piscatory  list  ;  and  tliis  opinion,"  adds  Blaine, 
"from  one  devotedly  fond  of  fly  fishmg,  may  be 
considered  in  favour  of  his  tribe  and  qualities." 
(To  be  continued.) 


ANGLING^  OUTFITS  AND 
THEIE  COST. 


It  is  with  some  diffidence,  and  chiefly  with  the 
hope  that  more  competent  judges  may  give  their 
experiences,  that  I  make  public  my  notions  as  to 
the  requirements  of  the  modern  angler  and  the 
necessary  cost  of  the  same. 

First  it  should  be  mentioned  that  these  remarks 
are  not  intended  to  apply  to  that  large  and 
increasing  body  of  men  to  whom  the  expense  of 
angling  is  a  trifle.  Such  men  may  skip  this,  as  it 
would  only  excite  their  derision. 

To  those  whose  incomes  are  reckoned  in  three 
figures,  and  not  four,  and  who  have  others  dependent 
on  them,  the  cost  of  amusement  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  a  matter  for  careful  consideration,  and  to  such 
this  advice  is  addressed,  for  whatever  it  mav  be 
worth. 

Leaving,  as  I  did   in  a  previous   article,  the' 
salmon-fishing  question  to  an  abler  pen,  I  will 
presume  that  the  angler  in  question  wishes  to  fish 
once  a  week,  or  oftener,  throughout  the  year,  for 
such  fish  as  are  in  season. 

To  do  this  he  should  be  provided  with  a  duplicate 
set  of  rods  of  three  different  kinds  at  least.  First, 


two  for  fly  fishing  ;  next,  a  light  and  a  hea\  ier  one 
for  pike,  perch,  and  chub,  etc. ;  and,  lastly,  a  roach 
pole  and  a  Nottingham  rod  for  roach  and  dace. 

Taking  first  the  question  of  fly  rods,  about  which 
there  are  so  many  opinions,  I  can  only  give  mine, 
for  one  among  many,  and  should  advise  that  a  green- 
heart  rod  of  about  11  feet  long  should  be  bought 
for  all  sorts  of  rough  work,  such  as  chub  and  sea- 
trout  fishing,  wet-fly  fishing  in  large  streams  in 
spring,  and  for  all  such  employment  as  would  risk 
injury  to  a  delicate  instrument.  This  should  have 
two  tops,  -of  course,  but  the  angler  should  also  be 
prepared  to  splice  the  rod  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  in  a  very  tew  nnnutes,  a  sharp  knife  and  some 
wax-end  being  all  that  is  requisite. 

A  rod  of  this  sort  will  cost  fi'om  £1  to  ^1  10s., 
and  sliould  last  ten  years,  if  'carefully  selected  to 
suit  the  angler's  strength. 

About  the  other  rod  I  feel  doubtful.  Certainly  it 
should  be  a  much  shorter  and  lighter  weapon  ; 
though,  if  much  dry-fly  fishing  is  to  be  done,  it 
must  have  backbone. 

On  the  whole,  if  you  are  a  careful  man,  and  not 
likely  to  lose  or  spoil  your  rod,  I  thinlc  that  from 
£2  2s.  to  ^4  4s.  may  Ije  well  spent  in  a  split  cane 
of  91  to  10  feet  long. 

As  to  rods  for  pike,  barbel,  and  heavy  fish 
generally,  I  thinlc  two  will  be  enough — one,  a 
strong  and  not  very  expensive  affair,  for  rough 
work  ;  and  the  other,  a  good  Indian  cane  witli  two 
or  three  tops,  suited  for  more  delicate  fishing.  I 
can  only  give  a  rough  estimate  of  the  cost  of  these, 
as  my  experience  is  linnted,  but  I  think  £'d  ought 
to  cover  both. 

For  roach  I  am  much  attached  to  the  old- 
fashioned  and  expensive  white  cane  roach  pole.  It 
seems  as  near  perfection  for  its  purpose  as  possible, 
and  with  proper  care  will  last  many  years.  I 
believe  that  you  cannot  get  a  good  one  under 
about  ^1. 

If,  however,  the  sort  of  roaching  you  are  likely 
to  have  is  of  a  rough  description  or  at  a  distance 
from  the  hauntti  of  the  skilled  roacher  who  uses, 
from  proved  necessity,  the  finest  tackle  of  all  kinds, 
you  will  do  wisely  to  a^'oid  this  expense,  and  buy 
two  or  three  Japanese  rods  ^of  18ft.  length  each, 
which  cost  about  2s.  These  I  have  found  to  answer 
fairly  well. 

For  niore  rapid  rivers  it  will,  of  course,  be  advis- 
able to  provide  yourself  with  a  little  Nottingham 
rod,  and  to  learn  to  use  it.  The  cost  is  not  very 
great,  perhaps  10s.  or  12s.,  but  all  the  tackle,  and 
especially  the  reel,  Jjmst  be  specially  suited  to  it. 

And  this  brings  us  to  the  question  of  reels  and 
winches.  The  one  we  are  now  alluding  to  should 
be  of  wood,  very  carefully  adjusted  and  free  running, 
with  a  very  light  line.  It  will  cost  in  all  perhaps 
nearly  as  nmch  as  the  rod. 

Let  us  now  hark  back  to  the  trout  and  grayling. 
For  the  rods  first  mentioned,  winches  of  the  ordinary 
type  will  answer  fairly  well,  and  need  not  cost  more 
than  about  10s.  or  15s.  each.  They  should  be  of 
ample  size  to  hold  t)ie  tliirty  or  forty  yards  of  line 
you  require,  and  should  have  a  well-made  check — 
common  ones  are  continually  breaking. 

For  pike,  etc.,  a  nnich  larger  winch  i.'i  necessary, 
but  a  wooden  one,  if  well  niade,  will  do,  and  8s.  or 
10s.  will  buy  it. 

For  the  light  spinning  rod  an  expensive  winch 
is  really  required,  in  order  to  secure  efficiency,  and 
I  think  £1  may  be  well  spent  for  a  patent  one 
adapted  to  the  jnirpose. 

Roach  poles,  of  course,  need  no  winch,  as  it 
would  spoil  the  strilje,  and  the  Nottingham  is 
already  described. 

Of  the  necessary  outfit  we  have  left  now  only 
the  1  ines  and  hooks — important  details  indeed,  but 
not  involving  any  great  expense,  though  needing 
even  greater  care  in  selection  than  the  larger  matters 
already  treated. 

To  begin  with  lines.  If  you  have  milhnited  time, 
get  good  gut  by  the  liank,  and  make  up  your  own. 
It  is  a  little  cheaper,  and  not  much  more  trouble, 
for  it  is  always  nec_^ssary  to  try  your  lines,  and 
generally  to  retie  at  least  one  knot  in  every  collar. 

As  a  rule,  do  not  buy  drawn  gut.  The  finest 
natural  is  nearly  always  better  in  the  long-run, 
though  among  gut-shy  fish  you  may  secure  a 
specimen  occasionally  with  the  drawn  which  per- 
sistently refused  the  other. 

If  you  have  a  few  "  points  "  for  occasional  use,  it 
is  quite  enough.  But  spare  no  pains  to  get  natural 
gut  really  fine.  It  is  worth  while,  and  worth  paying 
for.  Yet  do  not  use  first-rate  stuff  for  connnon 
purposes.    A  quantity  of  "medium  to  fine"  casts 


should  be  laid  in  for  use  in  hill  streams,  where  the 
best  is  thrown  away  in  landing  little  fish. 

I  tliink  that  two  yards  is  the  best  length  to  buy, 
but  three  is  the  length  usually  sold.  If  you  have 
to  buy  this  length,  it  is  often  well  to  divide  it 
and  use  the  finer  half  for  the  dry  fly,  and  the  other 
for  the  wet,  but  this  plan  only  answers  on  small 
streams,  or  on  windy  days.  On  a  broad  smooth 
stream,  in  bright  smishine,  H  yards  of  graduated 
gut  is  often  none  too  much,  and  a  length  of  1^  yards 
would  be  useless. 

With  regard  to  flies,  you  will  find  it  much  cheaper, 
as  well  as  generally  better  all  round,  to  use  eyed- 
hooked  ones.  Certainly  always  for  dry-fly  work, 
and  for  your  end  fly,  even  if  wet. 

This  plan  ^vill  save  you  many  dozens  of  flies  in 
the  course  of  the  season,  and  by  following  it  .you 
can,  I  think,  get  through  witli  from  ±'2  to  £'6  of 
flies  with  reasonable  care.  For  ordinary  hooks,  a 
few  shillings  a  season  will  usually  suffice.  About 
half  that  amount  should  buy  your  lines,  if  you  are 
not  too  proud  to  rescue  theni  when  hung  up.  This 
presumes  that  you  wade.  If  not,  lines  and  flies  are 
continually  being  lost. 

Waders  nuist  be  considered,  then,  as  often  a 
necessary  part  of  an  angler's  outfit ;  and  here  it  is 
difficult  to  advise. 

P.S.— I  find  spinning  traces,  etc.,  are  left  out,  and 
I  can  only  warn  the  intending, spinner  that  he  will 
find  this  an  expensive  item,  to* be  reckoned  during 
the  season  rather  by  pounds  than  shillings. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


A  FRESHET. 

At  last  it  has  come,  after  long  weeks  of  cbought, 
While  the  \'anishing  river's  been  sinking  to  naught, 
But  a  dull  oily  stream  over  dark  slimy  stones. 
And  no  fish  can  come  up,  and  the  fisherman  groans. 
But  the  sea  trout,  the  bull  trout,  the  sahnon, 
and  all. 

Will  come  up  with  a  bound  if  the  west  wind 
but  call. 

Already  the  fish  may  be  rising  again, 
So  on  with  your  waders  and  heed  not  the  rain  ; 
It  will  serve  just  a  little  to  keep  your  head  cool 
When  you're  wading  out  deep  in  the  rocky  sea  pool. 
For  the  sea  trout,  etc. 

And  wluit  shall  I  fish  with— a  "  silver  "  or  "-blue  "  ? 
"  Don't  waste  time  selecting,  for  either  will  do." 
There's  a  swirl  and  a  snick  and  a  screech  of  the  reel, 
And  I've  got  him  on  safe — he's  a  bonny  big  peel. 
For  the  sea  trout,  etc. 

He  runs  out  with  the  line,  and  then  up  he  goes 
jump — 

"  So  lower  the  rod-point  and  let  him  down  plump ; 
Let  out  line  1  "  for  he's  off  with  a  rush  to  the  side. 
Where  the  river's  stream  meets  with  the  flow  of 
the  tide. 

For  the  trout,  etc. 

Now  he's  back  boring  deep,  tries  a  wriggle  or  two 
Upstream  ?    Very  good,  I  don't  nnnd  what  you  do, 
For  I  know  you're  well  hooked — in  five  minutes  or  so 
You'll  be  winded,  then  into  the  net  you  shall  go. 
For  the  sea  trout,  etc. 

He's  safe.    Fly  all  right.    So  I'll  start  off  again. 
How  the  water  is  dibbled  all  over  with  rain  ! 
Flop  I    He  missed  it — a  little  one.    There's  a  good 
pull. 

There's  no  fish  for  his  size  that  Will  fight  like  a  bull. 
For  the  sea  trout,  etc. 

And  so  I  go  on,  and  keep  changing  about 
From  salmon  to  peel  and  from  peel  to  sea  trout. 
I  shall  fish  on  till  dark,  and  the  dinner  must  wait, 
For  it's  not  every  day  that  one  gets  such  a  spate. 
When  the  sea  trout,  etc.  ■  I.  A.  B. 


MESSRS.  ANDERSON'S  ANNUAL  STOCK- 
TAKING SALE. 

Now,  in  the  winter  of  our  discontent,  is  the  time 
to  lay  in  a  stock  of  good  waterproof  garments,  and 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  fact  that  really 
marvellous  reductions  in  price  are  being  offered  (from 
Jan.  23  to  Feb.  13)  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  & 
Anderson,  Ltd.,  37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  The 
firm  have  a  great  variety  of  goods,  but  what  will 
chiefly  interest  anglers  are  their  first-class  water- 
proof waders  (stockings  and  trousers),  brogues,  knee- 
boots,  pike-boots,  hats,  capes,  etc.  Having  used 
Messrs.  Anderson's  goods  for  many  j'cars,  we  can 
say  nothing  but  good  of  them. 


January  2(i,  1001 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


61 


CONTENTS. 


N.B.~ All  rights  reserved  in  articles  imhlislicd.  in 
this  paper. 

Orca.bioiial  Notes    ,56 

■•  Where  is  it  ?  "    57 

The  Salmon — a  Sacred  Animal    .07 

A  Little  Hampshire  Stream    58 

Trout- llcariiiu-  Kxperiments  in  Kashmir    58 

A  Yorkshire  "  Cut  "   5y 

Notes  foi'  Roach  Anglers   59 

Angling  Outfits  and  their  Cost                           ...  (jO 

A  Freshet                                                        ...  (50 

Sfessrs.  Anderson's  Stock-Taking  Sale...-  -.«..    ...  CO 

licports  from  Rivers     01 

IJeports  from  Clubs  

The  Queen  and  Deeside   66 

(Jutbreak  of  Salmon  Disease  in  the  Nith  66 

The  Anglers'  Association   66 

flresham  Angling  Society    66 

Piscatorial  Society    66 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society     67. 

^Vye  Board  of  Conservators    67 

I'sk  and  Ehbw  Conservators   67 

I'rovincial  Notes    69 

Liverpool  Angling  Association    70 

Leeds  Angling  Association    70 

Tlie  Yorkshire  Esk  Fishery  Association    70 

Correspondence               ,   70 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
(lAziiTTE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Jieporfs  cannot  be  received  later  titan  FIVE  o'clock 
on  Thursday  Evening. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

T.I  Hiid  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Tliames  at  any  of  the 
followinLT  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  tielow  " 

min.  for  Clielsea.  (55  min.  foi  Kew 

Add        "         P'ltney.  AddV^   "     >•  Richmond. 

H.-i   .,     ..   Hammersmith.  -^""ISO   ,,     „  Twicljenham. 


Barnes. 


Teddington. 


E.XAMFLE  :~If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  it 
will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later  ' 

.X.H.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tlie  tide  very  much 
and  one  dowii-stream  retards  it.  ' 

Time  of  Hioii  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

i     ,  Morning. 

Saturday,  Jan.  2rt    5.4.S 

Sunday,  „  27    6.27 

Monday,  ,,  2S    7.20 

'I'uesda.v,  ,,  2:)    8.23 

Wednesday,  „  3'l    rtA-i  ....... 


Thursday, 
friday,  Feb. 


...  11.  8 


K\x*nitic. 

....  (i.  i 

....  (1.52 

....  7..W 

....  '.I.  II 

....  10.2(i 

....  11. 4:1 

....  0.25 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 

Thames.— Genebal  Remabks.— The  heavy  rain 
which  fell  at  the  end  of  last  week  put  the  Thames  out 
of  condition  for  fishing  on  Sunday,  the  water  suddenly 
changing  for  the  worse  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
push  of  water  from  the  higher  reaches.  From  Windsor 
downwards  the  river  was  almost  too  much  coloured 
for  fishing,  except  for  roach,  and  these  fish  were 
difficult  to  catch.  The  water  was  a  trifle  clearer  on 
Monday,  and,  in  company  with  Mr.  P..  Sands  of 
the  Kingston  Piscatorials"  I  paid  a  visit  to  Bell 
Weir,  just  above  Staines.  The  water  was  still  highly 
coloured,  and  a  very  fast  stream  was  running- 
Our  punt  was  towed  up  to  the  "Bells  of  Ousley,"  and 
we  fished  the  bushes  and  eddies  on  our  return  journev. 
The  net  i-esult  was  five  dozen  of  good  roach,  Mr.  Sand's 
largest  being  lib.,  and  my  largest  lib.  lloz.  There 
were  four  or  five  bank  anglers  along  the  stretch  but 
they  were  doing  very  little.  On  returning  to  Staines  I 
saw  "  Otter  "  Hone,  who  informed  me  that  Mr.  J.  W. 
Green,  of  the  Larkhall  Angling  Societv,  flshino-  with 
him,  had  a  good  take  of  roach,  the  three"  largest  scaling 
41b.  4oz.,  large.st  fish  111,.  14oz.  This  is  the  best  roach 
taken  in  the  lower  reaches  this  winter.  At  Kinoston 
very  little  sport  has  been  had.  At  Thames  Ditton  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  I  had  a  few  roach  up  to  aib  but 
the  water  was  still  too  much  colotu-ed.  Since  then 
.  the  water  has  cleared,  but  with  an^^resh  push  from 
the  upper  reaches  the  river  will  soon  get  out  of  order 
again  The  Thames  Restocking  Association  on  Monday 
placed  another  400  coarse  fish  in  the  Thames  at 
bhepperton,  and  propose  completing  the  1,000  this 
week  Mr.  J .  G.  Dunton  kindly  saw  the  fish  properlv 
distributed,  some  being  placed  above  the  lock  and 
some  below.-Owing  to  the  death  of  the  Queen  the 
Kingston  Piscatorials  have  postponed  their  chub  com- 
petition, which  was  to  have  been  held  on  the  Thames 
to-day,  to-morrow,  and  Monday.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 
,  ~r  (Eton).— The  water  during  the  last  few  davs 
has  been  ^■ery  thick  again,  but,  should  the  weather 
heep  fine,  it  should  be  in  good  order  by  Saturday  R 
NViUiams,  out  with  Messrs,  Coster  and  Webb,  had  four 


dozen  good  roach  and  chub  on  the  16th  ;  ?ifr.  W.  Giles, 
of  Eton,  also  had  twenty-two  nice  fish  from  the  bank 
on  the  18th  ;  Mr.  Arthur  Brown  creeled  several  good 
jack  last  week. — Cech,  Howlett. 

 (Henley).  — The  water  is  fining  down  after 

the  recent  rains.  It  is  a  fair  Colour  for  reaching,  and 
two  or  three  days'  fine  weather  will  put  it  in  good 
order  for  aU-round  angling;  a  good  stream  is  running. 
Sport  has  been  quiet  here  during  the  past  fortnight  ; 
a  number  of  small  .jack  have  been  taken.  The 
best  I  know  of  was  a  fish  of  81 1>.  taken  by  a  local 
angler.  Now  and  again  the  i-oach  have  been  found  in 
a  feeding  humour,  a  patron  of  J.  .James  taking  a  bag 
of  141b.  on  the  21st.  1  hear  that  some  of  the 
bankers  did  well  with  these  fish  on  the  20th,  and  I  saw 
several  that  had  not  had  a  bite.  Here  and  there  a  few 
perch  have  been  caught,  but  those  fish  d  j  not  seem 
together  yet  in  any  number.  All  the  professional 
fishermen  have  been  out  with  patrons,  but  only  small 
jack  have  been  taken.  Given  fine  and  frosty  weather, 
they  should  now  get  on  terms  with  the  big  'uns.  A 
good  supply  of  Thames  dace  can  be  obtained  in  the 
town. — Stani^ev  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  etc.)  —  The  Thames  hereabouts 

has  been  in  good  order  for  all-round  angling,  and  a 
number  of  jack  fi.shers  have  been  out  in  the  district, 
and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  pike  up  to 
121b.  and  131b.  Mr.  Bevramy  one  day  got  a  nice  pike 
of  7flb.  ill  the  St.  .John's  Bridge  weir  pool,  a  most 
shapely  fish.  Mr.  Rawlins  and  friends  have  been 
doing  well  with  jack  at  Hart's  Weir,  and  Mr.  Hough 
has  been  having  good  sport  with  pike  in  the  same 
water.  Dr.  Hooker  has  been  out  after  jack  with  sport 
in  the  Kenipsford  district.  Weather  fine  and  cold.— 
The  Ramblek. 

Ancholme  District.— Lovely  spring-like  weather 
now  prevails,  with  the  yellow  of  the  aconite  blending 
with  the  silver  of  the  snowdrop,  foretaste  of  the  coming 
spring.  Pike  fishing  is  therefore  in  full  swing  now, 
but  no  very  large  fish  have  been  taken,  the  average 
weight  being  about  41b.  to  51b.  only.  Trout  fishing  is 
lawful  on  Feb.  1,  but  it  is  much  too  soon  to  start. 
Licences  wall  be  on  hand  in  a  few  days'  time.— 
Thomas  Fobu  Caistee.  •  ' 

Coin  (Pail-ford,  Gloucestorshire).— On  Wednes- 
day Mr.  Frank  Beesley  introduced  into  the  Bull 
Hotel  water  a  fine  sample  of  two-year-old  Itchen 
Fario  from  Mr.  Valentine  Gorrie's  trout  farm  at 
Lower  Chillaud,  Winchester.  The  fish  left  Itchen 
Abbas  in  the  early  morning,  and  were  safe  in  their 
new  home  in  the  rapid  and  crystal  waters  of  the  Coin 
by  the  afternoon,  scarcely  a  fish  being  sick  or  sorrv  ; 
and  it  says  something  for  l\Ir.  Corrie's  arrangements 
with  the  railways  for  their  rapid  transit.  This  is  the 
first  time  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant 
that  the  Fairford  waters  have  been  stocked  with 
Itchen  trout,  and  the  cross  will  undoubtedly  be  a  good 
one,  and  it  may  tempt  many  Itchen  men  in  the  near 
future  to  try  their  luck  at  Fairford.  The  operations 
were  witnessed  by  several  friends  of  the  lessee,  and 
the  water  was  in  splendid  trim  at  the  time,  the  river 
being  almost  bank  high  and  clear.  The  spawning 
season  in  the  Fairford  district  has  been  exceedingly 
good,  and  the  big  spawning  trout  have  shown  up  well 
in  the  numerous  backwaters  and  ditches.  The  famous 
Fairford  upper  waters  have  been  restocked  with  two- 
year-old  Fario  from  some  Berkshire  waters,  but  the 
Broadwater  is  about  to  be  restocked  with  two-year- 
old  Itchen  Fario  from  Mr.  Corrie's. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  bailiffs  have 
reported  that  more  fish  are  spawning  this  year,  which 
looks  a  little  more  hopeful  for  this  season's  fishing, 
which  commences  next  month.  There  is  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  Conservators  to  stop  the 
Sunday  fishing,  which  is  very  prevalent  on  the 
moorland  waters,  but  the  Board  are  unable  to  pass  a 
by-law  to  prevent  it.  The  Angling  Association  do  not 
allow  Sunday  fishing  in  their  waters,  and  it  rests  with 
the  Duchy  authorities  to  prevent  it  on  the  moor.  It 
is  questionable  if  anything  will  be  done,  however,  as 
Simday  is  a  popular  day  with  many  rods.  The  United 
Devon  Committee  are  forming  a  body  of  represent- 
atives to  consider  the  question  of  forniiug  hatcheries 
for  trout  and  salmon  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and 
Colonel  Studdy  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the 
Dart  Conservators. — Den  onias. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— AVeather  still  sloppy 
and  misty.  A  dry  day  is  now  quite  a  rara  avis ;  in 
fact,  we  have  got  so  used  to  wet  that  we  expect  no- 
thing else.  Angling  has,  of  course,  been  anything  but 
lively,  a  few  pike  of  small  size  being  the  sole  results 
of  past  week's  work.  Unless  we  get  a  dry  spell  of 
w-eather  ere  long  I  fear  the  season's  pike-fishing  will 
prov(^  a  very  poor  one. — Red  Palmee. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.)— 
.4ngling  is  a  very  uncertain  pursuit,  owing  to  the 
variable  character  of  the  weather.  Rain,  wind,  frost, 
and  hail  alternate  in  such  fashion  that  there  is  no 
knowing  how  the  day  may  turn  out  after  it  breaks  in 
the  morning.  In  some  instances  we  have  heard  of 
small  bags  among  the  roach,  as  well  as  perch  and 
chub.  The  frosty  weather  seems  to  be  stirring  up  the 
pike  pretty  well,  but  the  angler  who  goes  after  them, 
or  indeed  is  seen  at  the  waterside  at  all,  has  certainly 


his  lioart  in  the  cause.  If  the  weather  would  only 
settle  things  would  s  jon  iniprivc. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— To  look  at  it,  the 
water  of  the  Idle  api)arcntly  is  in  good  condition  for 
both  roach  and  piki'  li-.hing,'biit  anglers  say  it  is  fail- 
ing to  keep  up  its  reputation.  ]''ish  apparentlv  take 
their  food  very  gingerly --indeed,  they  are  almost  inde- 
pendent of  the  angler's  bait ;  still,  there  are  a  few  cap- 
tures mentioned,  notably  from  Scrooby,  Mattersev, 
and  Clayworth  ;  but  as  regards  other  places  uport  "is 
pra(^tically  at  a  standstill.  Canal  fishing  east  of  Ret- 
ford is  proving  more  attractive  than  the  river.  WitJi 
bread  paste  the  other  day  one  angler  got  a  fine  assort- 
ment of  roach,  scaling  161b.  — L.  , 

lark  (MUdonhal.?.).— Water  in  good  order  for  pike 
and  other  fishing.  Weather  windy  but  mild.  Some 
good  pike,  roach,  and  dace  continue  ta  be  taken.  From' 
the  Ouse  !lt  Denver  some  good  pike  were  taken  last 
week,  several  up  to  nearly  201b.  The  Little  Ou«c,  at 
Brandon,  is  now  in  good  order. — Raven. 

Ii2?..— Anglers,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  report 
very  quiet  sport  on  this  river,  but  with  more  settled 
weather  ))revailing  the  roach  would  doubtless  feed 
much  better.  Some  nice  fish  have  been  landed,  but 
no  really  good  baskets  are  reported,  and  I  can  hear  of 
no  pike  over  .51b.  being  taken  from  the  public  reaches. 
Dace  up  to  8oz.  have  been  landed  at  Hertford.  Chuli 
ought  to  be  met  with  in  the  backwaters  now,  and  in 
the  old  river.  Uoai^i  have  once  more  proved  very 
cajiricious  feeders  in  the  tributary  Stort.  Some  nice 
perch  have  been  caught  by  worm  fishers.  One  London 
club,  1  heai-,  had  nearly  171b.  of  perch  in  their  com- 
petition at  Burnt  Mill  on  tlie  20th  inst.  Jack  taken 
from  the  river  have  run  small.  Both  the  Lea  and  its 
tributaries  aie  (Thursday)  in  very  fair  order  for  all- 
round  angling. — I/.aak  Wai.-i'on'. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
have  been  a'-;ain  visited  with  s mie  heavy  falls  of  rain 
at  the  end  of  last  w-ei  l;.  >  'iiipanied  by  nasty  thick 
fogs,  which  made  it  iui-li  .iljie  and  quite"  upset  all  the 
prospects  of  sport.  The  weather  has  cleared  and 
frosts  have  been  had,  and  the  water  is  now  going  down 
and  clearing  nicely,  and  getting  in  order,  and  if  we  get 
no  more  rain  should  be  in  fishing  order  by  Saturday. 
Some  nice  frosty  nights  and  fine  sunshine  days  would 
greatly  improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  No  angling 
done  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  in  fair  order. — 
GwysNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 

Rivers  have  fined  much,  and  are  lowering  gently. 
Sliould  be  in  fair  order  for  the  beginning  of  ccming  ' 
week,  with  maggot,  swimming  worm,  and  snick,  and 
draw — the  former  for  preference.  In  the  middle  of  the 
day— say  from  noon  till  2  p.m. — the  fly  may  he  used 
with  a  fair  chance  of  success,  most  likely  being  mid- 
blue  willows,  red  tag,  and  red  palmer. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterhorough). — The  water  in  the  river  is 
settling  down  nicely,  and  there  should  be  some  good 
roach  and  pike  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Peterborough 
just  now.  Although  in  our  neighbouring  county  the 
Ouse  has  been  yielding  good  sport  with  the  pike,  as 
specimens  of  17ib.  and  141b.  have  been  taken  in  the 
Huntingdon  district,  nothing  big,  at  present,  has  been 
secured  in  our  river,  but  our  anglers  are  expectant. 
Good  lively  sport  can  now  be  had  catching  bait  from 
the  timbers  near  Peterborough  Bridge.  Upon  the 
reappointment  of  Conservators  for  the  Ouse  and  Nene 
Fishery  District,  at  the  meeting,  on  Thursday  last  week, 
of  Northants  County  Council,  tlie  chairman  (S.  Ct. 
Stopford  Sackville,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  North  Northants), 
said  he  had  not  been  summoned  to  a  meeting  of 
Conservators  for  ten  years,  although  he  was  one  of  the 
Conservators. — E.  A.  S. 

Owse  (Holsrwell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
River  in  lovely  condition  for  all-round  sport,  and  there 
have  been  first-class  takes  of  all  kinds  of  fish  this  last 
week,  Mr.  IMilson  taking  a  nice  41b.  12oz.  chub  with 
live  bait;  largest  jack  during  the  week  going  121b. 
Mr.  Dormer  and  his  brother  had  three  very  busy  days, 
getting  good  fish  each  day,  largest  91b.,  and  largo 
roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  the  five  largest  to  one 
rod  going  91b.  INIr.  Brien  has  been  right  among  them, 
and  got  some  real  specimens. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  in  very  fair  condi- 
tion, pike  feeding  fairly  well.  If  the  weather  remains 
fine  until  the  end  of  the  week  I  anticipate  excellent 
sport  will  be  had,  as  the  river  will  by  then  be  in  better 
condition  than  it  has  been  all  the  season. — C.  .\.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Wl  St.  Ives  anglers 
deeply  deplore  the  death  of  our  beloved  Queen. — Pike 
up  to  121b.  have  been  weighed  in  this  week,  and  roach 
lib.  4ioz.,  lib.  60Z.,  and  lib.  Gioz.  The  river  is  in 
grand  condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  visitors 
ought  to  be  well  repaid  for  a  visit  during  next  week. — 
Edwaed  Collinson.  ' 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  still  in  splendid 
condition  for  all-round  fishing,  and  the  weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  is  very  enticing,  and  it  is  a  pity  that 
anglers  should  allow  the  present  opportunity  to  pass, 
as  they  appear  to  be  doing.  I  have  heard  of  only  one 
or  two  local  men  who  have  been  out  during  the  past 
few  davs,  and  thev  have  landed  jack  up  to  101b. 
— W.  N, 
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Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (llanymy- 
'  Mech).— The  past  week  has  bsen,  like  so  mauv  of  its 
prodecessoi-8,  very  remarkable  for  sudden  and  un- 
expected changes  in  the  state  of  the  weather.  The 
dull  and  foggy  weather  which  prevailed  during  the 
greater  part  of  last  week  gave  place  on  Fridav  to 
very  bright  and  warm  sunshine,  with  every  appearance 
of  a  sharp  frost  at  night,  but  it  did  not  "come  off  as 
expected,  as  rain  commenced  to  fall  that  same  nioht 
and  fell  most  persistently  until  Saturdav  evening?  so 
that  these  rivers,  especially  the  Tanat  and  Cain, 
became  much  swollen,  and  as  "dirty  as  ditch  water." 
The  early  part  of  the  present  week  has  been  verv  mild, 
with  occasional  smart  showers  of  rain,  and  a  sharp 
frost  set  in  during  the  early  hours  of  Wednesday 
morning.  The  barometer  has  risen,  too  rapidly 
perhaps,!  and  is  now  nearly  approaching  "set  fair,'" 
with  every  indication  of  a  continuance  of  the  frost, 
but  as  It  is  quite  useless  to  prophesy  unless  you  know, 
and  the  weather  prophets  being  so  much  at  sea  just 
now,  any  prediction  concerning  it  would,  most  probablv, 
be  wide  of  the  mark.  Very  few  salmon  have  been  seen 
as  yet  ascending  these  streams,  but  the  swollen  state 
of  the  water  may  account  for  them  not  being  observed. 
One  day  last  week  a  dead  kelt  was  found  on  the  side 
of  the  Tanat  below  Llanyblodwel.  It  had  been  partly 
eaten,  by  an  otter  perhaps,  and  was  of  such  a  large 
size  that  it  would  have  been  upwards  of  401b.  wei°-ht 
when  at  its  best. — VvsNWi-.  ^ 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— The  river  was  in  very 
good  colour  for  angling  on  the  20th,  but  a  nasty  east 
wind  was  blowing,  and  fish  were  feeding  very  trickv. 
Some  decent  fish  were,  however,  taken,  a  local  angler 
having,  amongst  others,  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  9oz., 
while  a  London  angler,  in  the  Tannery  swim,  had  close 
upon  201b.  of  roach,  several  going  over  lib.  ea,ch.  A 
few  small  pike  were  also  taken,  and  as  the  water  is 
still  in  good  condition  for  either,  pike  or  roach  fishing, 
and  the  weather  a  bit  frosty,  some  good  bags  ought  now 
to  be  made.  Gentles  or  brown  paste  are  best  for  roach, 
with  paternoster,  or  spinning  for  jack  with  a  dead 
natural  bait  are  the  best  lure  at  present.— W.  T. 
Baixbhidge. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
running  out  of  order  for  fishiii.i(  since  the  end  of  last 
week,  when  [fogs  and  rain  were  had,  which  caused  the 
river  to  change  colour  again  and  to  rise  a  little.  The 
water  has  now  cleared  nicely,  and  is  going  down,  and 
should  be  in  f*ir  order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  if  we  get  no  more  rain.  The  last  night  or  two  has 
,  been  frosty,  followed  by  cold  days,  with  sun  shining  out 
strong,  and  the  fish  are  inclined  to  feed,  but  it  is°verv 
uncertain  as  to  sport  in  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather ;  but  a  few  fish  should  be  landed  with  worm, 
maggot,  and  grasshopper,  the  water  being  in  order  for 
this  bait,  and  if  it  holds  fine  fly  fishing  should  be  good 
by  Saturday.  Pike  have  been  on  the  move  and  feeding 
on  live  bait,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  good  with 
line  or  gorge  liait.  The  grayling  arc  not  moving  well, 
and  the  season  has  not  been  good,  and  sport  looks  like 
being  slow  until  trout  come  in.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  fishing  in  them  is 
at  a  standstill. — S.  Ludlow. 

•          (Tentoury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  changeable,  and  not  at  all  inviting  for 
anglers  to  go  out.  At  the  end  of  last  week  thick  fogs 
set  in,  followed  by  heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  all  hopes  of 
sport  were  dispelled,  as  the  water  began  to  coloui-  and 
rise,  and  it  has  been  out  of  order  for  fishing  until  to- 
day (Wednesday),  when  there  is  still  a  slight  stain  on 
it,  but  not  enough  to  interfere  with  fishing.  Frosts 
have  been  had  this  week,  and  no  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  there  is  a  prospect  of  sport  being  had  if  we 
get  some  fine  weather. — Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestorshire).- 
On  Wednesda>'  last  ?ilr.  Woodman  introduced  a 
consignment  of  two-year-old  Salun}  fajiv  from  the 
Chillam  trout  farm  of  Mi-.  Valentine  (Jorrie,  which  is 
on  the  river  Itchen  near  Winchester.  This  is  the 
second  time  that  Itchen  Fario  have  been  introduced 
into  the  Swan  water  at  Bibury,  those  introduced  last 
season  having  done  remarkably  well,  and  are  now  take- 
able,  having  grown  to  nearly  pound  fish.  The  spawning 
season  has  been  an  exceptionally  good  one,  there  beinS 
a  good  head  of  water  all  through  the  winter.  Several 
other  restoclcings  with  Fario  have  taken  place,  or 
about  to.  The  season  opens  on  tlie  1st  of  April,  and, 
with  suitable  weather,  it  should  be  a  good  one.— 
Sherry  Si'ixner. 

Welltind  (Stamford).— After  the  recent  floods  the 
water  in  the  i-iver  fell  rapidly,  but  the  speed  with 
which  it  went  oil  undorniiiied  and  greatly  injured  the 
biiiiks  in  many  part-;.  Since  the  water'has  lowered 
:uj;4l.'i-s  have  had  good  sport  with  the  pike,  and  :\Ir. 
Sam  (iriffin,  of  the  fieneral  (Gordon  Inn,  bad  two  verv 
successful  days  in  tlie  nei-iriKiin-lpiod  of  Uudd's  Ml]] 
his  catches  scaling  upwauls  of         -  K.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— There  is  not 
much  in  the  wa.\-  of  bottom  fishing  on  the  Witham. 
Some  few  roach,  up  to  JJlb.,  have  Ijcen  brought  to 
bank  at  the  ends  of  the  side  waters  sucli  as  tbc°Sincil 
Dyke,  Timberland  Drain,  and  the  drain  at  Thorp 
■Tinley  between  Kirkstead  and  Tattershall.  One  of 
the  be.st  lots  of  roach  came  from  the  end  of  the  Bain 


is  running  down  very 
nicely,  and  if  the  weather  would  only  settle  like  the 
last  two  days  we  might  have  a  fair  time  of  it.  Some 
sport  is  reported  from  Eedmill  Bridge  and  Haltham 
Lock,  where  roach.  da-:-e,  and  chub  have  come  to  hand. 
A  similar  report  comes  from  Coningsby  Mill.  From 
the  water  near  the  first  gate  above  Coningsby,  and 
near  the  bridge  at  Tumby  Lock,  a  visitor  got  upwards 
of  401b.  of  fine  roach,  many  of  which  were  over  lib. 
each,  but  this  was  ijuitc  exceptional. — Luci, 

Yore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Rye, 
Riccal,  Ouse,  etc.  (Yorkshire).— Heavy  rains  and 
high  winds  interfered  with  angling  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  week,  but  there  is  a  great  improve- 
ment in  the  weather,  and  as  I  write  all  our  rivers  arc 
clearing.  I  therefore  anticipate  an  improvement  in 
sport  for  next  week.  Little  has  been  done  in  the 
Yore  between  Hawes  and  Middleham.  A  few  anglers 
have  visited  Borobridge,  and  some  roach  have  been 
caught  with  the  maggot.  A  jack  or  two  have  been 
captured  with  live  bait.  Perch  have  been  on  the 
move  at  Newby  and  Ripon ;  several  good  fish  have 
been  caught  with  worm  and  live  minnow;  the  best 
fish  I  hear  of  is  one  weighing  over  21b.  At  Eipon 
a  few  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  among  the 
grayling.  On  Saturday  Messrs.  Culross,  Kirk,  and 
Robinson  secured  about  six  brace.  Higher  up  the  river, 
at  ]\Iasham  and  Clifton,  sport  has  been  very  much 
better.  On  one  day  the  following  gentlemen :  Mr. 
Allison,  twenty  fish ;  Mr.  Dalton,  tweutj^-four  fish  ; 
Mr.  Dent,  twenty-two  fish  ;  and  another,  about  five 
brace.  Mr.  Kirk  secured  a  fine  basket  of  twenty 
fish,  Messrs.  Lupton  and  Dent  a.gain  securing  about 
thirty  fish  on  another  day.  Social  functions  have 
been  taken  with  \arious  angling  clubs.  The  most 
important  was  the  ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  Leeds 
-Angling  Society,  which  was  held  at  the  well-known 
a,ugling  hotel,  the  West  Riding  Hotel,  Leeds.  About 
fifty  members  and  friends  were  there,  and  everyone 
enjoyed  themselves.  The  menu  card,  which  was 
desigiied  by  Mr.  Fred.  Reynolds,  was  a  work  of  art. 
The  \\  \rr'.sdale  Fishery  have  just  delivered  5,000 
yearliii,-  trout  to  the  order  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board.  Jlr.  *Henry  accompanied  the  fish  to  Leeds,  to 
insure  their  being  "forwarded  in  good  condition  to  the 
various  destinations,  and  I  hear  from  different  clubs 
the, fish  arrived  alive  and  well.  All  were  a  grand  lot, 
measuring  from  three  to  five  inches,  with  a  few  six 
inches  in  length.  In  conversation,  with  secretaries 
of  various  angling  clubs  of  Nidderdale  and  Wharfe- 
dale,  I  hear  there  are  a  few  vacances  for  meinliers.  If 
any  readers  of  my  notes  wish  to  join  any  of  these  clubs 
that  preserve  special  waters,  I  shall  bo  most  happy  to 
furnish  particulars.  During  the  week  wo  have  been 
having  some  very  fair  weather  for  an.gling,  and 
followers  of  the  gentle  art  have  availed  I  i  inn  selves  of 
it.  Sport  has  varied  on  the  Wharfe,  few  i  .mIs  luivebeen 
seen  out';  upon  the  upper  reaches,  from  llkley  to 
CoUingham,  few  rods  have  been  out,  the  best  basket  I 
have  heard  of  is  one  of  three  brace.  On  Saturday  Mr.  J. 
Hoffman  and  friend  had  grand  sport  among  the  grayling 
with  maggot,  securing  twelve  very  fine  fish.  Sport  on  the 
Rye  and  Derwent  has  been  fair.  The  best  grayling  are, 
as  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  taken  in  Ryedale. 
Where  fishing  is  permitted  with  worm  and  gentle  the 
best  fish  have  been  taken.  A  few  nice  roach  have 
been  got  with  the  aid  of  maggot  at  Stamford  Bridge, 
Leddiiigham,  Malton,  Kirkham,  and  Castle  Howard. 
A  few  pike  have  been  on  the  feed  in  various  districts 
of  the  river,  yet  only  jack  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  have  been 
caught  during  the  week. — John  K.  Mileeh,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Doveron  (Banffshire).— The  salmon-fishing  season 
on  the  Doveron  opens  on  Fell.  11,  and  there  is  every 
probability  that  it  will  be  more  than  usually  success- 
ful, for  fish  have  been  seen  farther  up  the  tributaries 
than  for  years  past,  likewise  also  in  much  greater 
numbers.  The  winter  has,  hitherto,  been  fine,  and 
the  water  has  been  of  uniform  size,  and  it  is  always  of 
importance  that  there  should  be  no  flood  to  disturb 
the  spawn.  The  spawning  season  has  been  the  best 
for  many  years.  A  few  dead  fish  have  been  got,  but 
absolutely  no  disease.  Pools  are  well  stocked,  mostly 
in  the  upper  districts,  with  clean  fish,  so  that  alto- 
gether, should  the  weather  prove  suitable,  anglers 
will  enjoy  an  excellent  opening.  The  remoxal  of  the 
Cruive  dykes  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  anglers.  The 
fish  killed  with  the  lod  have  been  doubled  since  they 
were  taken  away,  and  last  year  alone  over  1,100  fish 
were  landed  by  rod  and  line.  Tlic  spring  trout  fishing 
on  the  Deverou  is  always  good.  April  is,  under  ordinary 
conditions,  the  best  month.  In  that  month  the  free 
fishing  at  Huntly  begins,  but  in  order  that  there 
should  be  had  tile  usually  good  spring  fishin"  in 
Feb  I'uary  ancl  Slarch,  after  which  the  river  generally 
falls  off  somewhat,  a  proposal  has  been  made  that  this 
year  the  opening  should  be  earlier.— H.  W. 

Forting'all  (Glcnlyon,  Perthshire).  —  Philip 
Geen  had  a  spring  salmon  of  181b.  on  Monday,  and 
one  of  201b.  on  Wednesday,  fi;shing  from  the  Fortingall 
Hotel  water, 


■  Kenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  the  hotel  water,  on 
Jan.  IC,  Mr.  Knight  killed  a  salmon  of  241b. ;  on  the 
17th,  Mr.  D.  Carson,  on  the  same  water,  killed  a 
salmon  of  221b. ;  on  the  18th,  on  the  reserve  water, 
Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  a  salmon  of  181b.— 

Ww.  KSIGUT. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin,  N.B.).-Jan.  IG,  Mr.  Rissik 
landed  a  salmon,  221b.;  Jan.  IH,  Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
Airdrio,  one  IClb.,  and  Mr.  Rissik,  one  191b.;  Jan.  2,1. 
IMrs.  IMaisey  (fishing  for  Mr.  F.  Mappin),  one  191b.  ; 
Jan.  28,  Mr.  J.  Saville  Patnioro,  Leith,  one  IGlb.,  and 
iNIr.  Clephan,  Newcastle,  one  171b.— H.  J.  ]\I.msev. 

Worth-East  of  Scotland.— Seldom  have  the  open- 
ing prospects  been  so  bright  and  assuring  as  they  are 
at  present,  and  as  far  as  a  good  head  of  early  spring 
fish  is  concerned  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don  "the  evi- 
dences are  patent  on  every  hand.  Poachers  are  be- 
wailing their  luck,  for  the  chances  of  making  a  haul 
were  never  more  favourable  ;  but  then  there  is  no  open 
market,  and  no  way  of  disposing  of  the  fish  with  profit 
and  a  minimum  of  risk.  The  Don  promises  to  give 
good  sport  again  this  season,  and  since  the  advent  of 
the  New  Year  fish  have  been  running  up  in  greater 
numbers  than  has  been  the  case  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  at  least  at  this  early  season  of  the  year.  Many 
old  hands  are  coming  back  to  Deeside,"  but  several 
very  good  sections  are  still  in  the  market.  Owing  to 
the  high  temperature  and  propitious  floods  there  will 
be  an  entire  absence  of  the  kelt  pest  so  prevalent  in  a 
belated  spring. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  spawning  season  in  the 
South  of  Scotland  rivers  appears  to  be  about  finished 
for  the  year,  and  only  an  odd  pair  of  late  runners  are 
now  on  the  breeding-beds.  The  rivers  have  been  in 
the  best  of  order  during  the  past  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  for  salmon  completing  their  spawning.  A 
month  is  yet  to  run  before  the  rivers  in  the  district 
open  their  rod  fishing.  At  present  the  more  enthu- 
siastic hands  are  busy  overhauli  n.g  ind  andtaeldo  in 
order  to  get  on  the  different  casts  on  tlu^  opening  date. 
The  spring  fishing  in  the  Border  rivers  is  generally  of 
little  account,  yet  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken 
occasionally  witli  the  fly  in  the  opening  weeks  of  the 
season.  I  ,;isl.  Near  was  a  decided  failure  for  spring 
fi^li  ni  tlir  I'iorder  sti-ea.ins. — Heatherhell. 

Tweed,  Tcviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Since  the  close  of  the  back-end  fishing  season  the  two 
main  rivers  have  continued  to  run  full,  never  being 
below  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half  above  their  normal 
size.  Many  larger  floods  have  also  taken  place,  some 
of  these  ranging  from  3  feet  to  5  feet  in  height. 
"Bait  "fishers  have  always  been  in  evidence  all  the 
winter  through,  but  I, am  glad  to  state,  however,  that 
their  takes  of  yellow  river  trout  have  been  of  small 
dimensions—  as  they  ought  to  bo— and  it  will  be  quite 
time  enough  during  the  month  of  March  to  begin 
angling  for  these  fish,  which  will  then  only  be  in 
condition.  The  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  since 
the  salmon  close  time  set  in  during  the  end  of 
November,  must  have  been  of  immense  advantage  to 
the  rivers  in  the  way  of  giving  them  a  good  "  bed  "  ; 
while  it  will  also  have  been  the  means  of  allowing  many 
clean  fish  to  have  ascended  the  rivers,  while  it  will 
also  ha\(!  had  the  effect  of  cari-ying  away  the  kelts  to 
the  ■sea,  while  it  will  also  lia\e  taken  away  the 
spawiied-out  lisli  to  the  sea,  there  to  recuperate  their 
wasted  eiiei'gies,  after  they  have  got  the  spawning 
season  ovei-.  I'he  Tweed  was  netted  for  ova  some  time 
ago,  but,  although  a  few  baggots  were  got,  strange  to 
say,  not  a  single  kipper  was  secured,  so  that  no  ova 
was  got  on  any  of  the  stretches.  The  rivers  to-day 
(Wednesday)  are  fully  Ir^rft.  above  their  normal  size", 
and  all  the  tributary  streams  are  also  running  full. 
— Maxwheee. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  very  mild 
and  favourable,  and  the  rivers  are  high  and  dirty.  Of 
course,  fronting  on  the  streams  in  the  vicinity  of 
Belfast  is  not  worth  much  in  the  month  of  February. 
Still  there  are  a  few  enthusiasts  who  make  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  wet  their  lines — and  their  "  thrapples  " — 
on  the  opening  day.  As  already  intimated.  Captain 
Graham,  Larchfleld,  has  now  the  trout  fishing  of  the 
Ravernet  tributary  of  the  Lagan  in  his  hands.  A  large 
number  of  farmers  in  the  vicinity  have  promised  not 
to  allow  flax  water  into  the  river,  and  as  Captain 
txraham  purposes  to  form  piorcs  on  it,  and  not  to  fish 
it  for  a  couple  of  seasons,  the  Ravernet  will  yet  lie  a 
good  sport  sti-eani.  The  Pomeranian  bream,  whieli 
was  once  plentiful  in  the  Lagan,  is  uiiw  \rrv  scarce,  if 
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not  altogether  extinct.  None  wci'c  taken  in  the  past 
two  seasons.  Sea  trout  were  noticed  a  few  days  ago 
in  the  tideway  of  the  Lagan. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (Co.  Danegal). — Very  stormy  weather 
here  since  the  end  of  the  past  week,  and  raining 
almost  incessantly.  The  Bundrowes  River  is  still  in 
flood,  and,  owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  much  dis- 
coloured. However,  should  the  river  be  in  fishing 
order  by  the  beginning  of  next  month,  the  prospects 
for  some  good  sport  look  well,  as  again  during  the 
past  week  a  number  of  fresh-run  salmon  were  in  the 
river.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  unsettled 
and  stormy,  and  continues  to  rain  heavily  at  intervals. 
— M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Cork  (Rivers). — Prospects  good  at  time  of  writing 
for  the  earlier  waters,  as  salmon  continue  to  arrive 
from  the  sea.  Weather  very  raiiiv,  and  all  waters 
very  high.— T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Prospects  good  at  time  of  writing  for 
the  opening  of  the  angling  season.  It  is  now  probable, 
given  fair  or  favourable  weather,  that  a  good  start  will 
bs  made.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Loughs,  Conn,  and  Cullen  (Ballena,  Co. 
Mayo). — The  angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opens  here 
on  Feb.  1.  Every  prospect  of  good  spring  fishing. 
A  good  few  springers  have  been  seen  playing  in  the 
pools  above  Isridge.  The  past  spawning  season  here 
was  the  best  for  many  years. — Pat  Hfaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloo,  co.  Donegal).  —  The  brown 
trouting  season  opens  on  the  rivers  of  the  Rosses  on 
the  1st  prox.,  but  the  white  trout  fishing,  for  which 
the  lakes  are  justly  famed,  does  not  commeiice  for 
several  months,  the  latter  end  of  June  bringing  the 
big  runs  of  fish  up  from  the  Atlantic.  In  the" past 
season  some  eighty  white  trout  were  trapped  at 
Dungloe  Hatchery  for  artificial  propagation.  The 
great  majority  were  males.  The  females  yielded  about 
3,000  ova  each,  and  now  some  60,000  ova  are  on  the 
point  of  hatching  out. — J.  A.  B. 

South  of  Ireland  Rivers. — Quite  a  number  of 
rivers  open  next  month  in  the  southern  counties  of 
Ireland.  Generally  speaking,  the  southern  rivers  are 
earlier  than  those  of  the  north.  Amongst  those  which 
open  on  Feb.  1  are  the  Suir,  Barrow,  Nore,  Cork 
Blackwater,  Lee,  Bandon,  Hen,  and,  of  course,  the 
mighty  Shannon.  The  past  spawning  season  was  a 
good  one,  particularly  in  the  Lee.  The  runs  of  salmon 
up  tlie  Blackwater  were  also  larger.  As  an  instance  of 
liow  the  value  of  the  fisheries  of  the  latter  river  liavo 
fallen,  we  may  say  that  one  fine  stretch  of  water  drew 
only  £70  this  season,  as  against  twice  that  amount 
formerly. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— According  as  the  angling 
season  approaches  the  prospects  are  getting  brighter. 
Spring  salmon  are  arriving  in  generally  fair  nu)7ibers. 
— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ccstlctown  (CO.  Cork). — A  few  anglers  have  gone 
out,  but  had  little  or  no  sport,  the  weather  being  un- 
favourable and  the  sea  rough. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Sunday  last  opened  bright  and 
fair,  and  pier  patrons  on  that  day  comprised  Mrs. 
Hussey,  ]NIaster  Leonard  Hussey,  and  Jlossrs.  Grav, 
Horncastle,  Marsden-Smitli,  Fielding,  Glen,  INIaud, 
and  Baker,  all  of  whom  experienced  more  or  less 
sport,  the  various  takes  comprising  whiting,  dabs,  and 
pouting.  Monda>'  brouglit  spvcial  fn'sh  anglers  upon 
the  scene,  among  them  being  Messrs.  ^Vaddel],  Cavell, 
Maitland,  Ralph,  Spicer,  Meacock,  and  Bushnell,  and 
the  day's  catch  far  outnumbered  anything  recently 
experienced.  This  catch  included  over  two  score  of 
fine  dabs,  in  addition  to  a  large  number  of  whiting, 
though  these  latter  ran  somewhat  small  in  size.  Fresh 
arrivals  on  Tuesdav  included  Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  Miss 
A.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  T.  Matthews,  Mr.  Chittenden,  and 
Mv.  H.  Taylor,  but  numbers  rather  than  size  had  to  be 
reckoned  with,  for,  though  a  large  number  of  whiting 
were  hooked  and  landed,  not  a  score  of  large  ones 
could  be  selected  from  the  whole  catch.  Poutings  bit 
freely  in  the  early  hours  of  evening,  and  a  codling  of 
31b.  2oz.  fell  to  Mr.  Spicer's  rod.  The  water,  on 
Wednesday  was  extremely  thick  upon  the  ebb,  and 
uporf  the  slack  of  the  flood  in  the  afternoon  but  poor 
results  were  obtained.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Deal. — The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  verv  un- 
settled, with  strong  southerly  winds  and  rain,  which 
no  doubt  put  a  stop  to  several  gentlemen  putting  in  an 
appearance.  However,  those  gentlemen  who  decided  to 
come  at  all  risk  were  well  paid  for  their  Sunday  fish- 
ing, the  wind  being  westerly,  fine,  and  summer-like. 
Messrs.  Boniwell  and  Birch'all,  with  myself,  had  fair 
sport  with  six  score  thirteen  fine  whiting,  one  dab,  and 
a  few  pout ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrams  and  two  friends,  about 
thirteen  score  and  three  codling ;  while  Mr.  Vaughan 
and  others  joined  in  equally  good  sport.  JIondav^Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abrams  landed  with  about  se\en  or' eight 
score  very  fine  fish.  Tuesday,  wind  westerly,  moderate, 
fair  takes  landed.  Wednesday,  first  half  of  day,  wes- 
terly light,  second  part  of  day  E.S.E.  light;  water 
smooth  and  warm.  Boats  landed  with  an  average  of 
two  to  three  score  per  boat.    Fishing  the  latter°part 


of  day.  Tides  suit  all  day.  Fishing  week-end  and 
early  part  of  next,  providing  the  weather  is  moderate. 
—Edward  HAnger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North 
Parade. 

Dingle. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  re- 
port, but  netting  has  been  carried  on  with  fair  success. 
— T. J.  D. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  endin 
Friday,  Jan.  25  : — 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft   


Aldeburgh 


Harwich  , 


Burnham-on-  ) 
Crouch] 

Southend  Sheer-l 
ness  and  Leigh/ 

Margate,  Broad-] 
stairs*  Rams-!- 
gate  j 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton  j 

Newhaven  


Sat. 

Sun. 

Men. 

Tuea. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 
8.  5 
p.m. 

8.30 

a.m. 

8.56 
p.m. 

9.23 

a.m. 
9.53 
p.m. 

10.28 

a.m. 
11.  8 
p.m. 

11.48 

a.m. 

p.m. 

0.28 

a.m. 

1.  6 
p.m. 
1.42 

a.m. 

2.15 
p.m. 
2.45 

0.37 
0.58 

1.22 
1.40 

2.20 
2.55 

3.32  ;  4.48 
4.  9  5.23 

6.  2 
6.41 

7.15 
7.44 

1  1.20 
1.41 

2.  4 
2.31 

3.  2 

3.32 

4.14 
4.51 

5.28 
6.  5 

0.44 
7.23 

7.57 
8.26 

8.45 
9.14 

'   2,  7 
:  2.2S 

2.52 
3.19 

3.50 
4.25 

5.  2  j  6.16 
5.39  1  0.53 

7.32 
S.ll 

3.3.5 
3.57 

4.19 
4.43 

5.  9 
5.38 

6.11  7.32 
6.49  j  8.15 



8.  .56 
9.35 

10.  9 
10.40 

3.46 
4.  8 

4.30 
4.54 

5.20 
5.49 

6.22  I  7.43 
6.50  8.26 

9.  7 
9.36 

10.20 
10.51 

4.22 
4.45 

5.  8 
5.32 

6.  0 
6.32 

7.  8 
7.47 

8.29 
9.13 

9.55 
10.33 

11.  6 
11. .35 

3.25 
3.48 

4.11 
4.35 

5.  3 
5.35 

6.U 

6.50 

7.32 
8.16 

8.58 
9.36 

10.  9 
10.38 

2.. 51 
3.14 

3.37 
4.  1 

4.28 
4.57 

5.28  6.43 
6.  3  7.26 

8.  7 
8.42 

9.13 
9.41 

2.35 
2.58 

3.21 
3.45 

4.12 
4.41 

5.12  '  6.27 
5.47  7.10 

7.4C 
8.26 

8.57 
9.25 

3.  1 
3.24 

3.47 
4.11 

4.38 
5.  7 

5.38  6.53 
6.13  !  7.36 

8.17 
8.52 

9.23 
9.51 

9.43 
10.  8 

9.41 
10.  9 

2.49 
3.12 

3.38  '   4.36     5.49  7.17 
4.  4  1   5.11     0.31     «.  3 

8.42 
9.15 

3.19 
3.42 

4.  5  1   4.55  ;  5..55 
4.29  1   5.25     6.31  ' 

7.11 
7.54 

8.35 
9.10 

3.18 
3.41 

4.  5  '   4.£7  1   6.  4  7.24 
4.30  ]   5.28     6.42  '   8.  9 

8.51  , 

9.26  ; 

9.59 
10.27 

9.28 
1(1.  0 

10.23   11.17     —  19 
10.48   11.50     0.28     1.53  , 

2.37  ( 

3.18  :' 

3.54 

4.26 

Shoreham  andl 
Southwick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island/ 

Plymouth   


Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  in  the 
fishery  this  week,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled 
The  trawlers  have  landed  no  fish  to  speak  of,  and  the 
steam  trawlers  have  also  been  verv  slack  in  their 
supply.  The  mackerel  boats  have"  had  some  nice 
catches,  making  £10  or  £12  a  boat  for  two  niohts' 
fishing.  The  herrings  are  not  quite  so  plentiful°this 
week  ;  their  catches  have  varied  from  2,000  to  40,000, 
and  the  prices  have  not  been  so  high.  The  weather 
has  also  been  very  unpleasant  for" pier  fishing,  and 
very  little  has  been  done.  We  are  hoping  for  better 
and  more  settled  weather  next  week.  —  William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— There  have  been  seve- 
ral fair  catches  of  flat  fish  and  a  few  eels,  but  weather 
IS  very  unsuitable  for  fishing,  there  being  a  lot  of 
wind.     Pro.spects   at   present   much   better.— Gi;v;v 

MULLETT. 

Valentia.— On  a  couple  of  davs  fair  sport  was  had 
at  pollack  and  a  few  other  fish.— T.  J.  D. 


IReports  front  Clubs, 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  FIVE  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evening.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing  Gazette  St 
Diinstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Repobx  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
—The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Park  Ano-lin^ 
Association,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane.  Totteiihanr  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  28.  Anglers  and  friends  who 'will 
favour  us  with  their  company  will  oblige  G.  Manning 

Anglers'  Association  '(No.  2  District  Visiting 
List).— The  next  return  visit  goes  to  the  Clissold 
Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North  wold-road 
Stoke  Newmgton,  on  Jan.  29,  when  I  hope  we  shall 
,get  a  good  muster,  as  the  Clissold  are  good  visitors. 
Let  us  appreciate  them  by  attending  roll-call  at 
li  p.m.  The  Crown  anu  Buckland  visit  follows  on 
date  later. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  £1  9.s. 
donation  from  the  Warwick  Angling  Socictv.— R 
Ghurney. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate' 
W.— At  the  meeting  held  on  23rd  inst.,  the  delegates' 
E.  B.  Head  and  Ben  .Abrahams,  gave  in  the  report 


from  the  Anglers'  Association,  whicli  was  passed  and 
our  chai  rman  read  out  the  correspondence.  Members 
do  not  forgot  the  27th,  at  Taplow,  as  proviouslv 
announced.  Trains  leave  London  8.43  a.m.  and 
9^^  a.m. ;  majority  of  us  travel  by  the  8.43  a  m 
Messrs  Wheeler,  Osborne,  Eedlo,  etc.,  had  fish  on  the 
20th.  We  tender  our  thanks  to  'Sir.  E.  B.  Head  for 
the  fish  bags,  which  are  very  useful  articles,  and  mucli 
appreciated  by  Harry  Smith,  one  of  the  winners,  also 
by  the  members,  and  by  Bex  Ai'.RAifAMs. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.  —  Ou 
Jan.  20  a  good  number  of  members  were  out  for  five 
prizes,  every  member  having  fish.  The  following 
weighed  m  roach  and  dace:  Mr.  Lambarth  1st- 
Mr.  G.  Watling,  2nd ;  Mr.  H.  Whitbread,  3rd  •  Mr' 
A.  Payne,  4th.  Messrs.  Shury,  Millen,  Hutchens, 
Brealsfort,  J.  Nunn,  and  C.  Nunn,  jun.,  also  weighed 
m.  On  Jan.  13  Messrs.  J.  Nunn,  Millen,  and  C. 
Nunn,  jun.,  weighed  in  roach.  On  last  meeting 
night  we  made  one  new  working  member,  and  another 
one  proposed. — A.  Cripi's. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  the  19th,  Mr.  H. 
Mallett  weighed  bream  from  tl^e  Arun.  At  special 
general  meeting  on  Wednesday  Mr.  J.  Jones  officiated 
as  chairman,  and  the  urgent  business  on  the  agenda 
was  discussed  and  disposed  of.  The  tickets  received  re 
the  Tompkins  Appeal  were  ordered  to  be  paid  for.  Mr. 
E.  Mallett,  of  Bournemouth,  favoured  the  club  with  a 
visit,  and  offered  a  prize,  which  was  accepted  with 
thanks. — W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Ou  Jan.  27  wo  fish  an 
open  roving  match  for  three  prizes :  to  go  down  on  the 
morning;  public  waters  only  ;  bank  onlv  ;  jack  barred. 
— A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— The  result  of  our  prize 
outing  was:  "  Spider,"  1st,  71b.;  J.  J.  Smith,  2nd,  01b.' 
6oz.;  J.  J.  Hobbs,  3rd,  41b.  3ioz.:  Mr.  Dod.sou,  jun., 
4th,  81b.  330Z.;  Mr.  Kervil  also  weighed  in;  Mr.  J. 
Martin  weighed  in  jack  and  roach  from  other  waters, 
51b.  Will  all  members  kindly  attend  ou  the  3Uth  to 
make  final  arrangements  for  the  team  to  meet  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  in  the  match  on  Feb.  3?  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  chul) 
on  the  23rd  (181b.  in  all),  biggest  roach  lib.  4oz.  --C. 

G.  PlGGOTT. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.  —  On  Jan.  20  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  C.  Maguire,  roach,  dace, 
chub  ;  F.  Wilson,  roach  ;  and  H.  Wilkius,  roach.  At 
our  last  meeting  we  made  INIr.  W.  Yarham  a  w-orking 
member,  and  must  again  congratulate  our.selves,  a<, 
Tslr.  Yarham  is  one  of  the  old  school  of  anglers  and  a 
master  of  the  art.  We  also  passed  a  very  able  report 
from  our  delegate,  Mr.  Derry.  Five  of  our  members 
and  myself  attended  the  visit  at  the  Cohden  Club  on 

Tuesday  evening,  and  spent  a  very  enjoyable  eveniu".  

C.  Ghaplais.  " 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.  —  On 
Jan.  20  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  weighed  in  roach,  Gib. 
14^02.,  one  of  which  weighed  lib.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  J.  Drew, 
roach  r.nd  dace,  Gib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach  and 
dace,  51b.  14oz.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Parett,  roach.  On 
Fob.  25  we  have  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Sooietv.  Jan.  30  will  be 
audit  night,  Mr.  J.  jNlorrell  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett  being 
the  auditors  appointed. — T.  Paternoster.  " 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bruns- 
wick-road, Bromley-by-Bow.— I\Iembers  are  requested 
to  attend  next  meeting  night,  for  the  pm-pose  of 
arranging  an  outing.  Rule  revising  committee  to  meet 
at  8  p.m.  Brothers  Parmenter  and  "Young  Bob" 
weighed  in  some  capital  roach  last  week-end.  Deep 
regret  was  felt  by  the  members,  and  condolence 

expressed  for  the  Royal  Family  in  their  sad  loss.  A. 

R0BERT8ON. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tains Abbey,  Praod-stroet,  W.  —  The  smoking  con- 
cert has  been  postponed  luitil  Feb.  13.  A  punt  outing 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  3  at  Twickenham,  with  a 
supper  to  follow. — W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  So3iety, 
The  Good  Intent,  iMowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— On  the  20th  twenty-four  of  our 
inembers  journeyed  down  to  Burnt  Mill 'to  take  part 
in  our  last  prize  outing  for  fourteen  prizes,  thirteen  of 
ivhich  were  taken.  The  following  w^ere  the  successful 
competitors :  Messrs.  E.  H.  Argent,  R.  Nursev,  G. 
Bowker,  T.  Hadkiss,  G.  Webb,  G.  Almerocli,  C. 
Pycroft,  H.  Everett,  H.  Dcvcrcll,  J.  Leo,  W.Teuuison. 
L.  Stephenson,  and  Kennett.  Mr.  C.  Hazard 
weighed  in  roach  independent  of  match.  The  remain- 
ing prize  to  be  fished  for  ou  Jan.  27,  members  going 
where  they  like.  We  hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  ou  Feb.  11.— E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Wc  had  a  very  good  show  ou 
the  20th.  Messrs.  Cook,  roach,  14lb.  Tavlor,  roach 
and  dr.c3,  ISlb.  6dz.  ;  JI.inn,  roach,  Gib.  >\oz. ;  Fuller, 
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roach,  61b.  Vioz. ;  Gill,  daoo,  f'Jlb.  Onr  next  outing 
takes  place  at  Bourno  Pjnd  on  Feb,  17  ;  usual  con- 
(liti ms. — Pi.  ]\lARSUAi,r.. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  I'ark,  W.  -Only  two  members  weighed  in 
on  the  20th— W.  Fayers,  roach  ;  F.  Staniford,  dace. 
We  fish  a  match  at  Cookham  on  Jan.  27,  between 
sides  chosen  by  Mr.  G.  Avers  and  Mr.  Springer;  start 
from  Westbourne  Park.  \S.43.  Mr.  G.  Avres's  side : 
Messrs.  W.  Fayers,  T.  Ambridge,  W.  Flight,  Wheeler, 
and  Lawrence.  Mr.  F.  Springer's  side:  Messrs.  F. 
Staniford,  W.  Chapman,  E.  Yarham,  R.  Hacon,  and 
C.^  Sewell.  Conditions :  roach  pole  only  to  be  nsed. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  welcome  all  brother  anglers  at  our 
tirst  return  visit,  on  Jan.  31,  when  wo  liopo  to  have 
plenty  of  musical  friends  present.  Please  notice, 
entrance  to  clubroom  bv  saloon-bar,  on  Bridge  — 
W.  B.  F. 

Clapham    Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jnnction,  S.W. 
— Mr.  H.  Rust  was  the  only  successful  member  in 
taking  a  prize  in  onr  match  at  Hampton  Court,  on 
Jan.  20.  Mr.  J.  Thorne  weighed  in  roach  from  other 
waters.  Our  twelfth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  3,  for  six  prizes,  at  Hampton  Court ;  roving,  tow- 
path  only.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction,"  .s. 27 ; 
return  from  Hampton  Court,  0.10.— Cr.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  "Visiting 
List.— A  successful  visit  of  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
(-)riginal  Clerkenwell  Angling  Society  on  Monday 
evening,  Mr.  P.  Thorling  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
A.  Hill.  They  had  a  crowded  house,  and  20  societies 
answered  the  roll-call— viz.  :  Great.  Northern,  St. 
John's,  Crow7i  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  North  London,  Camden,  Royal  George, 
(Jentral  Chili,  Dibdin,  Original  Clerkenwell,  Allason 
L  nited,  Clissold,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Islington  Brothers 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  l>ark,  Walthamstow' 
Brothers,  Warwick,  and  Carlton.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  :  date  later.  Do  not 
forget  the  delegate  meeting  at  the  Empress  on  Thurs- 
day next.  -F.  Casteli,. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Chfton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
S.E.— Special  notice  to  all  secretaries  and  members  of 
South  London  anglers'  clubs,  especiallv  those  enrolled 
<in  South  London  Visiting  List.— Owing  to  our  coun- 
try's great  national  loss  we  have  decided  to  abandon 
our  concert  arranged  for  Tuesday  next  until  further 
notice. — E.  C.  Addisox. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington.— Some  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  20,  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  A. 
Coulsen,  lib.  7oz.,  roach  and  dace;  C.  Farmer,  11a  oz., 
roach;  C.  W.  Keen,  jun.,  HW/..,  roach.  'l  hope 
members  and  friends  will  bear  in  mind  our  return 
visit  and  concert  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  29,  as  a  good 
programme  has  been  promised.  Mr.  Woodruff°and 
several  well-known  gentlemen  have  given  their  consent 
to  be  present.  A  prize  outing  is  arranged  for  Feb.  17, 
conditions  to  be  announced  later.  We  passed  a  vote 
of  condolence  and  sympathy  with  the  Royal  Family, 
touching  upon  their  great  loss,  both  to  themselves  and 
to  the  nation,  which  was  dulv  recorded  in  the  minute- 
book. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
sal-road,  W.— On  Jan.  20  Mr.  A.  Howland  had  .5ilb.  of 
roach,  Mr.  G.  Percival  4ilb.  roach,  and  Mv.  E.  Baxter 
also  had  roach.  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  22,  Mr.  W.  Batchelor 
had  a  splendid  show  of  roach,  LDjlb.  Our  retm-n  visit 
also  took  place  on  that  date,  when  Mr.  A.  E.  Payne,  of 
the  Harcourt  A.S.,  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
W.  Andrews,  Camden  A.S.  We  had  a  grand  gathering 
of  "  knights  of  the  rod,"  including  Mr.  Howard^ 
Fishing  Gazette,  who  occupied  the  chair  later  in  the 
evening;  Mr.  Frank  Gray,  Gresham  A.S.,  who  had  on 
show  a  magnificent  tray  of  chub  up  to  41b.,  and  a  tray 
of  grand  roach,  several  over  lib.,  and  dace  up  to  12oz., 
which  were  greatly  admired  by  all  present.  Mr.  R.  g' 
Woodruff,  the  energetic  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  was  also  present,  and  in  a  short  speech 
pointedly  told  the  western  anglers  that  it  was  their 
own  fault  they  were  not  looked  after  before,  as  they 
had  not  attempted  to  look  after  themselves,  sending 
so  few  delegates  to  the  A.  A,  meetings.  The  following 
gentlemen  contributed  to  the  evening's  harmony: 
Messrs.  J.  Startup,  Pattern,  W.  Dunn,  Arty  Cook  Tom 
Austin,  Strong,  F.  Scrafield,  W.  Walker,  and  Mr.  T. 
Collins.-  On  Sir.  J.  Harris,  the  visiting  officer,  calling 
the  roll,  it  was  found  that  we  had  a  record  attendance 
of  nineteen  clubs,  and  %l.  lis.  in  the  box ;  all  present 
voted  It  the  finest  night  thev  had  had  in  the  West  End 
I  hope  members  will  attend  next  Tuesday,  a^the  con- 
ditions are  to  be  arranged  for  the  fourth  private  match. 
— A,  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  the  20th  Mr. 
A.  Elsey  nice  tray  of  fish,  amongst  them  a  tench  lib. 
14ioz.  from  the  Thames.  Also  had  fish,  m.  E.  Elsey, 
dace ;  Mr.  P.  Beames,  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Ball, 
roach ;  Mr.  C.  Poole,  dace.  Our  monthly  outing  will 
be  fished  at  Taplow  on  the  27th— Boulters'  Lock  to 
Taplow,  five  prizes.    Start  by  signal  from  lock,  other 
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usual  conditions  ;  S.15  a.m.,  Farringdon-street  Station  ; 
return,  G  p.m.  Will  all  members  please  turn  up  on 
Wednesday? — F.  P.  Sokge. 

Movent  Gardan  Angling  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Jan.  20  IMr.  John  IMassoy  saved 
us  from  a  blank  by  weighing  in  51b.  5oz.  of  roach.  On 
the  8th  ]Mr.  Moore,  and  on  the  15th  Mr.  John  Biss, 
were  elected  as  honorary  members. — W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  l\Iiddlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell. — In  consequence  of  the  death  of 
her  INIajesty,  the  concert  fixed  for  Monday  next  will 
he  postponed.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  list  will 
take  place  after  the  Clissold  have  had  theirs,  date 
later.  Mr.  Haines  has  had  some  very  goiA  show  s  of 
roach,  and  Mr.  Macdounel  has  had  roach  ami  dace. 
IMr.  Walter  has  been  elected  check  secretary  for  the 
ensuing  quarter.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to 
record  the  death  of  a  very  old  and  esteemed  member 
of  our  society,  Mr.  W.  Richardson,  who  passed  away 
after  a  very  short  illness. — Ct.  H.  Fr.<\nklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Anns, 
Brownlow-streot,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  20  a  few  members 
were  out.  ]\Ir.  W.  Thompson  saved  a  blank  with  a  very 
fine  show  of  dace.  On  Jan.  22,  a  good  attendance,  wheii 
the  final  arrangements  for  the  supper  were  made,  and 
the  date  fixed  for  Feb.  5.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  same  please  communicate  with  me. 
The  balance-sheet  was  presented  and  accepted,  and  the 
delegates  gave  their  report.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see 
some  of  the  missing  faces  on  Tuesday,  the  29th,  just 
to  oblige. — S.  Malley. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town. — The  members  of  the 
above  assembled  as  usual  on  Wednesday  last,  when  it 
was  arranged  to  fish  our  last  outing  at  Bourne  End  on 
Feb.  3,  usual  conditions,  one  rod  only.  We  have  a 
very  good  list  of  prizes.    All  to  start  first  train. — 

E.  COLTMAN. 

Duke    of    Norfolk    Angling    Society,  The 

Apollo,  All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — During 
the  week  some  of  our  members  weighed  some  nice 
shows  of  roach — Mr.  Beaney,  Mr.  Severns,  and  several 
others.  On  Feb.  3  a  match  will  take  place  at  Cookham 
for  prizes  to  over  .t5  in  value. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.  —  We  are  visiting  Richmond  on 
Jail.  27  for  the  outing,  fishing  from  Richmond  Lock 
to  Twickenham  Ferry,  bank  only.  Shall  be  glad  of  a 
good  muster  for  the  three  prizes  offered  by  our  chair- 
man. Train  from  Clapham  Junction  to  Richmond, 
8.27  ;  returning  G.26.  The  Challenge  Cup  outing  is  to 
be  discussed  nest  Tuesday ;  may  I  ask  all  members  to 
be  present. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington Park  Road,  Netting  Hill,  W.  —  Since  last 
report  very  few  fish  have  been  weighed  in,  although 
nearly  all  our  members  have  been  out.  Last  Tuesday 
we  had  a  full  meeting  and  got  through  a  lot  of 
business.  Mr.  W.  Clarke,  our  delegate,  gave  a  very 
interesting  report,  and  a  match  was  arranged  for 
Feb.  3  in  the  Thames,  roving,  one  rod  only  to  be 
carried. — G.  King. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On 
the  20th  Messrs.  Fowler,  Baily,  and  EUins  weighed 
in  roach  and  dace.  Should  like  to  see  more  members 
show  up. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — There  was  a  good  show 
of  roach  on  the  20th,  lirought  in  by  Mr.  Moore ; 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Maybury  and  Whitmore  also  had 
good  shows  of  roach  and  Mr.  Haines  perch.  On  the 
21st  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  when  it 
was  decided  to  fish  for  prizes  on  Feb.  3  at  Shiplake. 
Our  twenty-ninth  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  19.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  one  of  our  most 
respected  members,  Mr.  David  Marks,  has  met  with  a 
sad  misfortune,  having  the  whole  of  -his  stock  and 
tools  destroyed  by  fire.  His  friends  are  going  to  have 
a  grand  concert  on  his  behalf  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  28, 
to  take  place  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Chance-street, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  when  I  hope  all  his  friends 
will  support  him.  There  will  be  i^lenty  of  good  talent 
on  the  occasion. — R.  Mubphv. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  match  referred  to  in  our 
report  of  last  week  was  to  have  been  fished  at  Windsor, 
but  has  been  postponed.  Messrs.  Woodhouse  and 
Moysey  weighed  in  roach ;  as  also  Mr.  Dinsey,  two  of 
whose  fish  were  very  fine  specimens  of  over  1  lb.,  from 
the  Thames.     We  had  a  very  good  attendance  last 
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Contributors,  River  Eeporters,  Club  Secretaries, 
and  Correspondents  are  requested  to  post  so  as 
to  arrive  NOT  LATER  THAN  FIVE  O'CLOCK 
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O'CLOCK  on  Friday  afternoon  at  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 
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meeting  night,  and  hope  all  members  will  make  an  m 
effort  to  attend  next  Thm-sday.  Business  starts  at  I 
8..30.— E.  S.  C.  f 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Vc  Oldo  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bctbnal-gieen,  E.    Our  nieinbrrs  were 
out  again  for  the  peg-down  match  at  Ware,  but  only 
one  of  the  prizes  was  taken,  and  that  was  secured  by  J 
Mr.  C.  Smith,  who  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.    There  1 
will  be  another  peg-down  match  on  Jan.  27  for  the  ■ 
remaining  prizes,  and  the  conditions  are : — From  St.  1 
Margaret's  Bridge  to  Ware  Lock ;  to  start  fishing  on  a 
the  arrival  of  the  first  train,  and  to  finish  at  5  o'clock 
p.m.    Show  fish  at  Railway  Tavern.    All  to  use  tight  * 
line  only.    The  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next.— W.  j.  J.  Ror.iNsoN. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Cxlobe  Hotel,  |A 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  have 'had  M 
some  good  displays  of  fish  since  my  last  report,  by  the  ■ 
following  members  : — Messrs.  T.  A.  Shaw,  roach,  dace,  ■ 
and  chub,  101b.  4Aoz.  (one  specimen  dace,  llioz.)  ; 
S.  Stone,  pike,  roach,  and  dace,  8711).  l^oz.  (3'  best  ■ 
roach,  lib.  12ioz.,  lib.  Soz.,  and  lib.  7joz. ;  best  pike,  if 
81b.  12oz.)  ;    F.  Berry,  G  perch  weighing  71b.  4oz. 
(largest,  lib.  15ioz.),  and  myself,  1  perch  of  21b.  ?>o/.. — 
E.  Wymeh. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 

Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  23  it 
was  unanimously  agreed,  on  account  of  the  death  nT 
Her  IMaJesty  the  Queen,  to  postpone  the  concert  until 
further  notice.  As  regards  sport  there  is  not  much  to 
report.  Mr.  A.  Norman,  from  the  Thames,  on  the 
ICth,  had  several  jack,  largest  5ilb.,  and  again,  on  the  « 
22nd,  a  decent  bag,  largest  jack  G:^lb. — A.  C.  Clayton,  i 

Hoxton    Brotbiers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road. — On  Jan.  20,  at  our  outing  to  ; 
Addlestone,  fire  prizes  were  taken,  viz  :  Mr.  JIcGrath,  ■ 
first,  jack ;  Mr.  Wiltshire,  second,  bream  and  roaoli ; 
IMr.  Bailey,  third,  bream  ;  Mr.  Jillett,  fourth,  roach  ;  . 
and  Mr.  Bishop,  fifth,  perch.     The  remaining  tiiree  ' 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for,  from  Hardmead  I  /n  K  t  '.>  Rye  , 
House  Bridge,  on  Jan.  27;  start,  9.8  train.    SJiow  fish 
G  o'clock,  at  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Jilargaret's,  and  club- 
room  9.30  ;  weigh  10  o'clock. — E.  W.  Bishop.  ; 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel-  ' 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  Jan.  20:  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Herbert,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Howard,  roach ;  Mr. 
Searl,  roach;  and  Mr.  Benny,  chub  and  roach.  On 
Tuesday  evening  Ml'.  T.  White  was  balloted  in,  and 
Mr.  Musk  proposed  as  a  working  member.  The  dele- 
gate gave  in  his  report  which  was  accepted. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — There 
are  three  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  Jan.  27 
at  Shiplake  ;  there  are  also  three  specials  to  he  fished 
for  on  Wednesday  next,  30th  inst.,  competitors  being 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters,  private 
waters  barred.  ISIr.  J.  Leonard  weighed  in  jack  and 
roach  on  Jan.  20,  and  Mr.  H.  Butt  had  roach  on  the 
same  day.  On  Jan.  23  Mr.  W.  Wilshere  weighed  in 
301b.  4oz.  of  jack,  roach,  and  dace. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road,  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  wo 
have  had  three  good  bags  of  roach  weighed  in  from  the 
Thames,  by  the  following  gentlemen  ;  Messrs.  Bence, 
Redingtou,  and  Thorniiig.  We  have  also  proposed  a 
match  to  take  place  at  Taplow  on  Feb.  10,  two  rods, 
all  fish  to  weigh,  take  your  own  live  baits  ;  first  train 
from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train.  Will 
members  attend  next  week  to  make  final  arrangements. 
— G.  Bence. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  Sun  Hotel, 
Kingston-on-Thames. — A  series  of  competitions  have 
been  arranged  to  clear  up  the  season's  prizes  as 
follows :  chub — Jan.  23,  24,  and  25  ;  perch — Feb.  9, 
10,  and  11;  dace— March  9,  10,  and  11.  The  con- 
ditions are  as  follows :  No  professional  fisherman  is 
allowed  to  assist.  One  rod  only  to  be  used.  Fish 
must  be  weighed  in  each  evening  from  8  to  9  o'clock. 
The  above  competitions  are  confined  to  the  Thames 
with  the  exception  of  that  for  chub,  in  which  is  in- 
cluded the  Cobham  water.  Owing  to  the  deeply 
lamented  death  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  the 
competitiou  arranged  for  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  inst. 
has  been  indefinitely  postponed. — Fred  Littlewood. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — Our  members  have  been  very 
unfortunate  recently,  those  visiting  the  Lea  having 
blanks.  Mr.  Cloake,  however,  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  J.  Powles- 
West,  treasurer  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  presi- 
dEnt  of  the  Brunswick  Brothers'  .4ugliug  Society,  has 
kindly  consented  to  read  a  paper  on  "  Chub  Fishing  " 
on  Wednesday,  Feb.  6,  at  which  we  should  be  pleased 
to  welcome  any  anglers  and  friends.  Tickets  are  now 
ready  for  the  ball,  and  I  would  ask  all  to  secure  them 
immediately,  and  thus  avoid  the  unpleasantness  which 
occurred  through  stopinng  the  sale  at  the  first  dance. 
— R.  J.  Wells. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Jan.  20  a  few  members  were 
out,  the  following  having  fish  :  Mr.  Biggs,  roach  ;  Mr. 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

During  January,  1901. 


are  disposing  of  their     1000''  STOCK,   MOUEL,  and  SrORTING  (iAUMBNTS, 

under  the  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


Half  Price. 


Giibardiue  Coiubiiiiitiou  Shooting-  Coats, 
;'>Ks.  (Ul.  ;  Kiiickcr  Breeches,  15.^.  iind 
'21s.  ;  Riding  Breeches,  21.s-.  and  2(_i.s-.  Dt/.; 
Covert  floats,  ;-!1.v.  iUl.  ;  Lancaster 
Siuock-;,  ;n.s'.  Cc/.  ;  Burberry  Capes, 
;Us.  ill/.;  Kilt  Coats,  21.v.  ;  Yeoman 
Coats,2].y. ;  Ili(in-/)i-ooft'd  ^''/rm/ Shootiniz; 
Coats,  iUs.  6d.  ;  Knieker  Breeches,  2lx.  ; 
Riding  Breeches,  2(;.s.  ;  AYeather-alls,- 
31.5.  (Ul.  ;  Ulsters,  (\:is. 


Three-quarter  Price. 

Faultless  Stock  Garments. 

(lab;ii'dine  Conibiiia.Lidii  Shooting  Coats, 
4S,s.  ;    r>reeclies,  iUl.  ;  lligldaiid 

Capes,  .-il.s-.  Ci/.  ;  Sh])-ons,  tS.s.  ;  J,'(il,i- 
proiifoil  Tn-('(':l  Bnrberry  C(jats,  4!S.v.  ; 
Bre:'cl)cs,  \\<l.  ;    Highland  Capes, 

48.5.  ;  Burl)erry  Capes,  G;is.  ;  "Weathei'- 
alls,  485.  and  (;:Js.  ;  SHp-ons,  0?).s. 


THE  WEATHER-ALL. 


30  &  31,  HayiM-arlcet,  r^orLclon, 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRYS 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


Cook,  roach  and  chub ;  Mr.  W.  Watling,  roach.  On 
Jan.  27  we  fish  a  match  at  Taplow  for  seven  prizes,  all 
to  start  by  the  9  o'clock  train  on  the  mornino-.— W. 
Watlikg.  ° 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool.— The  annual  meeting  of  the^ 
above  club  took  place  on  Jan.  17,  Mr.  Pierce  being  in 
the  chair.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes, 
presented  the  balance-sheet,  which  was  a  very  satis- 
factory one,  and  was  duly  accepted.  The  officers  and 
committee  were  re-elected  cn  bloc  to  serve  until  the 
end  of  the  present  year,  with  the  exception  of  our 
esteemed  vice-chairman,  Mr.  George  Roper,  who  was 
compelled  to  withdraw  from  office  in  consequence  of 
illness,  which  was  much  regretted.  Two  new  members 
were  proposed  and  accepted,  so,  taken  altogether,  the 
outlook  for  the  coming  season  is  fairly  rosy.  Owing 
to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  distribution  of  the 
prizes  was  deferred.  There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report 
with  regard  to  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood,  nor  will 
there  be  until  the  weather  moderates.  One  never 
knows  what  to  expect  in  that  direction,  as  for  weeks 
past  the  elements  appear  to  have  become  mixed  up 
altogether — brilliant  sunshine  alternated  with  fog, 
snow,  and  ice.  By  way  of  a  change,  torrents  of  rain 
are  now  falling,  foreboding  still  another  heavy  flood. 

— ROSICBUCIAN. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street.— The  adjourned  annual 
meeting  took  place  on  Monday  evening  last,  a  good 
attendance  of  members  being  present.  Several  matters 
of  importance  were  dealt  with.  The  balance-sheet 
was  submitted,  showing  an  expenditure  of  £96,  and  a 
satisfactory  balance  to  be  carried  forward.  Election 
of  officers  resulted  as  follows  ;  Mr.  A.  Wainwright, 
chairman;  Mr.  G.  Attwood,  vice-chairman;  Mr.°w! 
Watkins,  treasurer  ;  Messrs.  J.  Sharp  and  J.  Reynolds, 
auditors ;  Mr.  E.  Hetherington,  hon.  secretary';  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  T.  C.  Segar,  W.  Rick,  I.  King,  T. 
Taylor,  J.  Livesey,  R.  Williams,  and  D.  Morgan. 
Although  rivers  and  canals  seem  at  present  to  be 
yielding  only  moderate  sport,  better  reports  are  to  hand 
from  the  association's  waters. — E.  Hetherington. 

North-East  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Jan.  20  our 
pegged-down  match  at  the  Rye  was  not  a  great  success, 
as  only  three  prizes  were  taken  out  of  eight,  the 
following  members  being  successful;  Mr.  Richards, 
jun.,  first  prize,  with  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  S.  Burrett' 
second ;  Mr.  W.  Smith,  third.  The  following  member 
also  weighed  in  ^sh  out  of  the  match ;  Mr.  W. 
Richards,  sen.,  jack  and  chub.  On  Jan.  27  a  boundary 
match  takes  place  at  Richmond  for  remainint^  five 
prizes;  boundary  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  the 
Pigeons,  towing-path  side  ;  time  of  train  8.20  from  St 
Mary's,  Whitechapel.— G.  Tavlok. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. —On  Jan.  20  the  only 
member  to  weigh  in  was  ^ly.  Boorman,  one  jack, 
41b.  6oz.  On  Feb.  3  the  iiiembors  fish  for  four  prizes 
at  Ware,  boundary  from  Ware  Lock  to  Hertford  Lock. 
— H.  Stretch. 

nf^K^^^^^^  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
20  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Jan.  20  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Watts  weighed  in  jack  and  roach;  the 
latter  winning  the  first  prize,  given  by  the  Victoria 
Cyc4ing  Club.  Our  concert  was  to  have  taken  place 
on  Tuesday  evening,  and  no  doubt  would  have  been  a 


great  success,  but,  owing  to  the  great  national  bereave, 
ment,  it  has  been  postponed  to  a  later  date.  Messrs- 
S.  Coates  and  G.  Cartwright  had  a  fine  show  of  fish ; 
Mr.  Coates  being  credited  with  211b.  9oz.  roach,  twelve 
of  the  fish  going  from  lib.  up  to  lib.  lOioz.  ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Cartwright  had  six  jack,  311b.  7oz.  ;  he  also  iiad  two 
roach,  lib.  9i  oz.  and  lib.  S^^oz,,  amongst  a  take  of 
91b.  15oz.  They  are  being  set  up.  Outing  for  remain- 
ing prizes  on  Jan.  27  will  be  a  roving  match  ;  same 
conditions. — H.  W.  IMobgan, 

Old  "Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — Since  my  last  report  several 
small  jack  have  been  taken  and  duly  returned  to  the 
water.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Holmaii  "one  jack  31b.,  and 
Mr.  Johnson  one  jack  41b.  ;  and  on  the  19th  Mr. 
Holman  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  one  131b.  in  the 
best  of  condition.  The  water  is  now  fining  down,  and 
promises  good  for  the  coming  week.  The  lieaviest 
jack  of  the  season  wins  the  season  ticket. — G.  S. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
outing  on  Jan.  2-5  resulted  as  follows  :  A.  Birch  and 
J;  Jerans  winning  one  eacli  with  roach.  We  fish  the 
same  boundary  and  conditions  on  the  27tli.  Our 
supper  has  been  postponed  from  the  2<Sth  iiist.  to 
another  date,  which  will  be  decided  next  week. — 
George. 

Original    Clerkenwell    Piscatorial  Society, 

Coach  and  Horses,  St.  Johu's-lane,  E.C. — We  were 
saved  from  a  blank  on  the  20th  by  Mr.  Smith,  witli 
roach.  At  our  visit  on  the  21st  twenty  clubs  were 
re^Jrosented  ;  including  those  not  on  list  wore  Edmon- 
ton and  Tottenham  Park,  Warwick,  Walthamstow, 
Carlton,  Club  Union,  Allasou  I'nitcd,  and  Clissold 
Angling  Society.  In  i-cturniiig  thanks  to  all  those 
clubs  that  were  repicsented  at  our  visit,  they  can  rest 
assured  that  our  society  will  respond  to  theirs.  ]\Ir.  F. 
Thorling  {iu  tlie  chair)  said  a  few  words  on  behalf  of 
the  family  of  the  late  G.  Tomkins,  and  I  trust  that 
anglers  will  support  the  committee  in  their  appeal  for 
this  deserving  case. — A.  H. 

Peckham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — A  fine  show  of 
roach  graced  our  trays  on  Jan.  20.  Result  of  open  match 
for  January  series :  Mr.  Freelove,  first,  also  winning 
10s.  for  gross  ^weight  of  all  fish  and  10s.  for  heaviest 

Fish  Unfit  for  Food  Condemned  in  December. 
— During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  61  tons 
8cwt.  2qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 

1  ton  in  about  209  tons ;  and  1  ton  4cwt.  at  Shadwell, 
representing  1  ton  in  ahout  196  tons.  The  weight  of 
fish  delivered  during  December  at  and  near  Billings- 
gate Market  was  12,869  tons,  of  which  10,845  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  2,024  tons  were  delivered  by  water  : 
and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery,  236  tons,  was  by 
land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  were  bream ;  cat- 
fish ;  cockles,  6  tons  3cwt. ;  cod,  2  tons  4cwt.  ;  dorees  ; 
eels,  IBcwt. ;  gurnets ;  haddocks,  10  tons  12cwt.  ;  her- 
rings,  15cwt.  ;   ling ;   lobsters ;  mackerel ;  mussels, 

2  tons  16cwt.  ;  oysters,  2  tons  8cwt. ;  periwnkles, 
IScwt.  ;  plaice,  9cwt.  ;  salmon  ;  shrimps,  3  tons  4cwt.  ; 
skate,  5  tons  10c wt ;  smelts,  16cwt. ;  soles;  sprats, '12 
tons  19cwt. ;  whelks,  7  tons  5cwt.  ;|  and  whiting,  3 
tons  18cwt. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C,  Jan.  9,'1901. 


take  of  roach  ;  j\Ir.  G.  Watkins,  second,  roach :  Mr. 
A.  Hart,  third,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  IMarkev,  fourth, 
roach  and  chub.  Mr.  Patey  also  weighed  "in  roacli. 
Total  weight  nearly  .5filb.  We  have  arranged  to  curtail 
next  week's  meeting,  on  jiurpose  to  visit  the  Clifton 
Association,  they  taking  the  third  visit  on  the  nowlv 
formed  South  London  List.— T.  G.  Giebs. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W^— On  Jan.  20  Nobby  weighed  in 
a  chrib  and  some  roach;  on  the  23rdi  Jlr.  Smith, 
dace.  On  the  27th,  Bourne  Kiid  outing,  f  jur  prizes. — 
R.  C. 

B>oyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Batemau-strect,  Solio. — On  Jan.  20  we  had  the  best 
show  of  fish  this  season  upon  our  trays,  close  ui^oii 
9011).,  weighed  in  by  Messrs.  Trotter,  Loiigland,  Pope, 
and  jjcwis.  At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  we  decided 
to  take  our  visit  on  the  Central  on  Feb.  7.  Secretaries 
j  will  please  note  the  date. — I.  Gibi-.ons. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Cltib,  Grafton  Arms, 
Graf  ton-street,  Fitzroy-sqnarc,  W. — A  few  of  our 
members  have  been  out,  with  the  following  results  : 
Jan.  13,  Mr.  K.  Hensoii,  roach,  141b.  ISioz. ;  Jan.  1.5, 
JMr.  Ben  Smith,  roach,  31b.  6Joz. ;  Jan.  20,  :Mr.  E. 
Henson,  roach,  91b.  14oz.,  Mrr  G.  Campbell,  roach, 
211b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Roach,  roach,  71b.  Goz.  Our  third 
outing  is  arranged  to  take  place  at  Pangbourue  on 
Feb.  10.  Usual  coiidititions :  carry  one  rod  onlv. 
A  smoking  concert  has  been  ai  ranged"  for  Feb.  12  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  froo.  Lainhert,  a  brother  angler,  at  the 
above  house.  —  W.  Alois. 

South  Bex-mondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pissa- 
torials,  Rothcrhithc  New-road,  S.E. — On  Jan.  20  Mr. 
^V.  Costiii  weighed  in  roach,  also  >lr.  1'.  .-Mlum  roach. 
0]i  Friday,  the  25tb  .lanuary,  will  be  the  night  to 
arrange  for  the  next  monthly  outing:  hoping  all 
members  will  be  present.— .1.  H.  Daviios. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,.'Mfrcd's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — ^Messrs.  Ansty  and  Jenkins  were 
the  only  iiiembers  to  weigh  in  on  Jan.  20,  with  pike, 
roach,  and  chub.  At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  anmial  dinner 
at  the  Horns  Hotel  on  Fob.  19.  It  was  also  decided 
to  postpone  the  next  outing  to  a  later  date. — .A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle.  King- 
street,  Hammersniitli. — During  the  week  Mr.  C.  A.  E. 
Smith  weighed  in  chub.  On  Jan.  27  the  outing  and 
supper  match  with  the  Broniplon  Angling  Society  will 
take  place  at  Bourne  End.  Members  to  go  down  by 
the  first  train  from  Westbourne  Park  ;  weigh  in  at  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Bourne  End,  not  later  than  6.15  p.m. : 
also  to  catch  own  live  bait  for  jack  fishing. — 
C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  Jan.  20 
the  following,  Jlessrs.  T.  Austin  and  J.  Toothill  weighed 
in  a  splendid  show  of  roach.  Outing  to  Henlev  on 
Fob.  10.— M.  I't  B. 

United  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway.  Drptlord.  —Thursday  last  was  the 
evening  appointed  for  tlie  leg  of  mutton  supper 
competed  for  by  the  Greenwich  .\ngling  Societv 
and  the  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  which  was 
won  by  the  United  Brothers.  The  supper  took  place 
at  host  ^Mackrell's,  Druid's  Head,  headquarters  of  the 
United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  and  right  well  did 
host  Mackrell  place  it  on  the  table.    The  chair  was 
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occupied  by  ]Mi-.  Church,  chaii-man  of  the  Greenwich 
Society,  supported  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade ;  the  vice  by 
JTr.  W.  E.  Lawes.  Some  forty  members  and  friends 
partook  of  the  same.  The  cloth  being  removed,  right 
merrily  did  the  company  enjoy  the  excellent  harmony 
provided.  The  toasts  of  the  winners  by  the  chairman, 
and  the  losers  by  the  vice,  were  duly  ])roposed  and 
responded  to.  INIr.  Wade  proposed  the  toast  of  the 
respective  hosts  of  the  two  societies,  expressing  his 
gi-eat  pleasure  at  being  present  with  convivial  a  body 
of  anglers. — L. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion, 
Albert  P'mbaukmeut.— We  had  some  fine  shows  of 
roach  on  our  trap  on  Jan.  20  by  the  following  :  Mv. 
Betts,  Mr.  Walton,  and  Mr.  Clegg.  We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Jan.  22.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on 
Feb.  10.  jMembers  can  have  full  particulars  at  the 
club-house. — H.  G. 

Walliani  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  Our  outing  on 
Jan.  20  was  unsuccessful,  the  only  member  having 
fish  being  Mr.  Dungate  (no  specimen).  A  specimen 
prize  outing  will  be  continued  on  Feb.  8,  open  roving, 
private  waters  barred.  Tickets  for  the  benefit  concert 
iu  support  of  E.  Sutehall's  wife  and  family  can  be  had 
at  the  above  or  at  the  Fulham  Liberal  Club. — ^V.  L. 
Kerry. 

Walton    and    Cotton    Angling  Association, 

Crown  and  Woolpack,  1G2,  St.  John  -  street  -  road, 
E.G. — We  have  had  some  nice  takes  weighed  in  during 
the  past  week,  of  jack,  perch,  chub,  and  roach,  amongst 
which  were  some  good  fish.  Members  are  requested  to 
note  that  our  annual  winter  dinner  wnll  take  place  on 
Feb.  21  next,  at  7  p.m.,  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  and  to  give  me  notice  as  soon  as 
possible  whether  they  will  attend,  and  the  number  of 
their  friends. — M.  Cuddox. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brook, 
Shernhall-street,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  17  we  en- 
rslled  two  more  members.  Mr.  Gayley  brought  up  a 
very  nice  show  of  perch  and  dace"  On  Jan.  20  our 
competition  took  place  at  Ware,  and  very  poor  sport 
resulted.  IMembers  had  plenty  of  fish,  but  they  were 
all  undersized.  On  returning  we  found  a  nice  show  of 
perch,  dace,  and  roach  taken  by  Mr.  Odart.  The 
lapsed  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  Jan.  27,  to  be  a  rover. 
— W.  Callcutt. 

West  Grean  Angling  Society,  The  Black  Bov.— 
Mv.  G.  Lumley  weighed  in  chub,  Clb.  9oz.,and  roach, 
lib.  8oz.;  Mr.  C.  Haynes  roach,  6^1b.,  and  a  jack,  4ilb. 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting  next 
Wednesday,  at  'J  p.m.  Important  business.— .4,  (I. 
Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  20,  and  the  following  weighed  in 
fish  :  Mr.  Turner,  l\[r.  Homer,  and  Mr.  Lowther,  jack  : 
^Ir.  Pethurst,  roach.  It  has  been  proposed  to  have  a 
jack  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  from  Boreham  Mill  to 
the  Wilderness  Lock,  on  Feb.  3,  all  to  go  on  tlie 
morning  of  match  by  the  train  that  leaves  Stratford 
at  7.35  a.m. — R.  Lowthur. 

West  London  Angling  CIuTj,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  were  out  for  our 
club  match,  but  the  results  were  not  very  satisfactorv, 
as  only  four  prizes  were  taken.  Messrs"  C.  J.  Carter, 
first,  71b.  'Joz.  ;  C.  Parsons,  second,  Clb.  5oz.  ;  W.  Cox, 
sen.,  third,  -^Ib.  lloz.  ;    and   W.  Cox,  jun.,  fourth, 

.'")lb.  30Z. — J.  J.  HUNTKK. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale.— On  Jan.  20  the  following 
had  fish  :  H.  Sawyer,  perch ;  H.  Walton,  roach  ;  the 
latter  member  winning  W^.  Butler's  prize.  On  the 
23rd  I  weighed  in  a  nice  tray  of  roach  from  the  Lea, 
heaviest  fish  lib.  We  fish  for  F.  H.  Beaumont's 

prize  on  the  27th.  All  fish  (Lea  only).  It  is  with 
regret  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  onr  local 
bailiff,  W.  Lawrence,  whose  funeral  took  place  on 
Saturday.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  a  good 
many  anglers,  also  the  Anglers'  Association.— W.  E. 
Beaumont. 

Witham  Angling  Socisty,  The  Augel  Hotel, 
High  Street,  Witham,  Essex.— Several  good  pike  up  to 
9ilb.  have  been  taken  lately,  and  the  prospects  look 
good  for  the  finish  of  the  season.  London  anglers  are 
requested  to  take  notice  that  they  must  obtain  tickets 
brfuie  fishing  the  society's  waters,  as  if  they  are  found 
fishing  without  they  will  be  liable  to  prosecution.  The 
committee  regret  being  compelled  'to  take  this  step, 
but  several  London  fishermen  have  lately  been  in 
the  habit  of  fishing,  and  then  leaving  the  town  without 
paying  for  their  day's  fishing,  although  they  know 
where  tickets  may  be  obtained.  Tickets  can  now  be 
obtained  only  at  the  society's  headquarters. — F.  C.  W. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  Whcatsheaf  Inn, 
Horsell. — Next  meeting  Saturday,  Jan.  26,  at  8  p.m., 
at  headquarters.  Mr.  A.  G.  Clinton  gives  "  A  Chat  on 
Roach  Fishing."  The  river  Wey  has  been  in  flood 
and  very  thick,  and  will  probably  take  a  week  or  ten 
days  to  fine  down. — Weyside  Wandebeh. 
*  'Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — Members  were 
out  for  New  Year's  prizes,  which  were  all  taken.  Mr. 


Willey,  first ;  INIr.  Cantello,  second  ;  and  Wyatt  and 
Taylor,  third  and  fourth.  All  prizes  are  in,  and 
winners  can  have  them  on  Tuesday  next,  when  it  will 
be  decided  where  next  outing  shall  take  place,  on 
Feb.  3.— F.  Taylor. 


January  27. 

Allason  United  :  IMatch,  Taplow. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  lio\  ing  Match. 
Brompton  :  Supper  match  at  Bourne  End. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Collingwood  :  Matcli  at  Taplow. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 
Earlsfield :  Outing. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
Lincoln  ;  Match  at  Taplow. 
North-east  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
Sundial :  Supper  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Twickenham  Piscatorials :  Competition. 
White  Hart :  Prize  outing  to  the  Lea. 
January  28. 
Park;  Visit. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Paper  on  May  Fly  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf ;  illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 
January  29. 

Clissold  ;  Visit. 
January  30. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Roving  Match. 

White  Hart :  A.  B.  S.  Concert. 
January  31. 

Carlton :  Visit. 

Feb.  3. — Cambridge    Friendly  :    Punt    Outing  to 
Twickenham.  , 

,,  3. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

,,  3. — Dibdin  :  IMatch  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  3. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Cookliam. 

,,  3. — Good  Intent:  Match  at  Shiplake. 

.,  3.— North  London. — Match  at  Ware. 

,.  3. — Walham  Green  :  Specimen  Prize  Outing. 

3. — West  Ham  :  i\Iatch  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

,,  3. — Ye  Okie  Clapham  Rovers  :  IMatch. 

,,  6. — Dalston  :  Annual  Supper. 

,,  G.— B.S.A.S.  :  T'apcr  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin. 

,,  6. — Limehouse;  Reading  by  IMr.  Powles-West. 

,,  7. — Royal  George  :  Visit. 

,,  9,10,11. — Kingston  Piscatorials;  Perch  Com- 
petition. 

,,  10.— Jubilee:  Match  at  Taplow. 

,,  10. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  10. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Houley. 

,,  10. — Waggoners:  Match. 

,,  12. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Smoking  Concert. 

,,  13. — Cambridge  Friendly  :  Concert. 

,,  17. — Camden  :  IMatch  at  Bourne  End. 

,,  19. — Good  Intent :  Annual  Supper. 

,,  19. — StockwcU  :  Annual  Dinner. 

,,  21. — Waltoii  and  Cotton  :  Annual  Dinner. 

,,  27.  -B.S.A.S.  :  Annual  General  Meeting. 


THE  angj;ers'  association. 

Presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  the  January 
delegate  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  on 
Monday  night  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  when 
forty-six  clubs  were  represented.  It  was  stated  that 
the  association  had  been  negotiating  for  the  purchase 
of  10,000  coarse  fish  for  restocking  purposes.  The  fish 
were  roach,  rudd,  and  perch,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
apply  to  the  Special  Netting  l-'und  for  the  sum  of  £25 
towards  the  necessary  expeiisi's  in  connection  with  the 
purchase,  removal,  and  turning  in  of  the  fish.  It  was 
decided  to  place  the  fish  iu  the  firand  Junction  Canal 
at  Langlcy.  Tlie  minutes  of  the  finance  committee 
showed  that  tiio  association's  available  balance  to  date 
was  4121  Is.  .Sd.  It  was  stated  that  it  had  been  decided 
to  apply  t'j  the  Great  Central  Railway  for  cheap  fares 
t3  suitable  fishing  stations  on  its  line.  Complaint  was 
made  by  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  of  the  condi- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  rented 
by  the  association,  but  Mr.  Woodruft',  the  association's 
energetic  secretary,  stated  that  when  he  visited  the 
canal  on  Jan.  20  he  had  never  seen  it  in  such  a  clean 
condition  before.  Except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  brick- 
fields at  Langley,  the  canal  was  a  credit  to  any  piece 
of  water,  while  he  added  that  the  canal  company  would 
further  improve  the  canal  by  dredging  it  from  West 
Drayton  to  Slough,  Mr.  C.  Chaplais  (Blenheim 
Angling  Society)  presented  the  netting  fund  with  a 
guinea,  being  cordially  thanked  for  his  kind  donation. 
Mr.  Harwood  suggested  that  at  the  close  of  the  coarse- 
fishing  season  the  delegates  should  dine  together,  and 
a  committee  is  to  be  formed  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
arrangements.  Other  business  was  transacted  during 
the  evening.  Hon,  Reporter. 


THE  QUEEN  AND  DEESIDE. 

In  no  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  is  more  reall 
sorrow— deep,  personal,  heartfelt  grief— being  ex- 
perienced at  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  their 
mistress  and  Queen  tlian  among  her  tenantry  and 
servants  at  Balmoral.  The  tics  of  a  lifetime  have 
been  broken.  All  her  keepers  and  gillies  have  been 
born  in  her  service,  knew  no  other  and  desired  no 
other,  and  many  of  them,  when  the  last  despairing 
bulletins  came  out,  broke  down  like  children  and  gave 
vent  to  their  grief  in  tears  that  they  should  see  the 
face  of  their  beloved  mistress  and  friend  no  more. 
For  half  a  century  she  has  regularly  visited  Deeside, 
and  loved  it  better  than  most  other  spots  in  her  wide 
domains,  and  now  Deeside,  and  particularly  the  parish 
of  Crathie,  in  which  Balmoral  lies,  inourns  the  loss 
that  is  irreparable.  While  millions  of  her  subjects 
only  knew  her  in  name,  to  Deeside  in  general,  and 
Crathio  in  particular,  her  comings  and  goings  among 
them  wore  a  matter  of  everyday -life.  G.TiL 


OUTl^RKAK  OF  SALMON  DISEASE  IN 
THE  NITH. 


I  regret  to  report  that  Salmon  disease  has  broken 
out  in  the  river  Nith,  of  Pumfriesshire.  The  disease 
does  not  appear  to  bo  the  usual  form  of  Sapmlegnia 
fcro.v,  where  the  diseased  fish  are  covered  with  the 
well-known  fungus  of  white  spots.  The  present 
disease  is  in  the  form  of  large  red  or  copper-coloured 
spots  on  the  fish,  nearly  the  size  of  a  five-shilling  piece. 
Several  fine  salmon  have  been  picked  up  dead  in  the 
Auldgirth  portion  of  the  river.  These  fish  weighed 
from  LS  to  25  lbs.,  and  were  in  good  condition, 
evidently  unspasvned.  ' 

A  number  of  years  ago  a  few  fish  were  similarly 
attacked  iu  the  Annan.  The  Annan  has  riot  been 
\-isited  by  an\-  form  of  the  disease  (his  voai-,  though 
one  or  two  fish  lia\-e  died  tlu'OU.^h  Lhr  rUrcts  of  sjiawn- 
ing  operations.  A  numlier  nf  1isli  ^vuei'al  l\'  snceninb  to 
natural  causes  in  the  winter  n.iul  e;irl\-  s[nfiig  ;  hut,  so 
far  as  the  season  has  gone,  Ihe  ii\eix  in  the  liurder 
district  are  comparatively  free  of  tlie  disease  tliis  year. 

"  HlOATHHUr.KLL." 


ORBSHAM  ANGLINO  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  C.  S.  Benti,ey  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  last.  Owing  to  a  severe  cold,  Mr. 
James  Taylor  was  not  present,  and  requested  that  his 
paper,  announced  for  that  evening,  might  be  postponed 
until  a  later  date.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldrcd  reported  taking 
a  i>ike  of  61b.  from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  F.  A  Grray  had  a 
couple  of  days.  The  first  was  unprotital)le,  luit  the  fol- 
lowing he  was  able  to  take  some  very  fine  cbul)  and 
roach,  the  total  being  25J11).  in  weight.  I\lr.  (uhsLin 
had  several  days  at  Deal  recently,  taking  an  average 
of  about  3i|  score  whiting  each  day. 

The  sad  news  of  the  death  of  the  Queen  was 
announced,  and  a  resolution  "That  this  meeting  now 
cease  "  was  passed. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  hold  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  S  p.m. 

J.  H.  Wai.k-f.r,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
III-.  Prank  Ward  in  the  chair.  The  ofiicers  for  1901 
were  appointed  as  follows  :  president,  Mr.  R.  S. 
Fennings ;  vice-president,  Mr.  M.  H.  P.rown  ;  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Kuowles  Foreman  ;  Iioil  secretary, 
Mr.  M.  G.  E..  de  Courcy ;  assist,  secretary,  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt;  hon.  librarian,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf; 
hon.  curator.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson ;  hon.  solicitor, 
IMajor  Graham  Gordon ;  committee,  IMessi  s.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  R.  Bradford,  R.  Clay,  Dr.  Ogier  Ward, 
C.  H.  Bywaters,  Frank  Ward,  R.  E.  Booker,  Neville 
Davis,  \V.  Edmonds,  H.  P.  Thompson,  C.  Butler, 
and  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  ;  auditors,  Messrs, 
C.  H.  Wheeley  and  C.  C.  Blundell.  I'lie  hon. 
treasurer's  accounts  were  adopted  unanimously, 
and  Mr.  E.  Kuowles  Foreman  congratulated  on  the 
very  satisfactory  balance-sheet  he  was  able  to  present. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  that  the  society 
rent  a  x^ortion  of  the  Lambourne  at  Newbury  was 
agreed  to  ncm.  con.^  With  reference  to  the  paragraph 
in  the  report  dealing  with  this  matter,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  it  was  "  the  untiring  labours  of  the 
committee"  which  had  resulted  in  this  fishing  being 
secured,  Mr.  H.  Harden  took  exception  to  this  state- 
ment. He  said  that  the  committee  had  done  nothing 
whatever  in  regard  to  it.  It  had  been  a  labour  of  love 
on  the  part  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 
the  society,  whom  they  all  knew.  He  had  been  nego- 
tiating for  a  long  while,  and  had  spared  neither  time 
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uoj-  trouble  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. No  notice  had  been  taken  of  his  work  in  the 
report,  and  it  was  not  right  that  the  committee 
should  have  the  entire  credit  of  what  he  had  done. 
He  proposed  that  the  words  alluded  to  should  be 
expunged  from  the  report.  This  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  B.  Clay,  and  agreed  to.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  with  acclamation  to  the  gentleman  who,  by 
his  untiring  energy  and  zeal,  had  managed  to  acquire 
the  new  fishery  for  his  brother  members.  The  date  of 
the  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  Monday,  March  11. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  will  read  a  paper  ou  ]\Iayfl)-- 
fishing  in  Ireland,  illustrated  with  magic  lantern 
views,  on  Monday,  28th  inst. 


*   BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Owing  to  the  national  mourning,  no  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  this  week.  Reports  from  Deal 
record  good  sport  with  whiting  and  cod. 

Chas.  S.  Patteeson,  Hon.  Sec. 


WYE  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Conservators  of  the 
Wye  Fishery  District  was  held  recently  at  the  Shire- 
hall,  Hereford,  when  there  were  present  Messrs.  J. 
Hotchkis  (in  the  chair),  J.  H.  Arkwright,  A.  Battis- 
combe,  C.  H.  Lucv,  S.  H.  Cowper  Coles,  Hughes,  D. 
Millar,  T.  Millar,  j.  Tilillar,  D.  Millar,  juu.,  and  Evan 
T.  Owen  (clerk).  After  the  minutes  had  been  passed, 
etc.,  Mr.  Hotchkis  proposed,  "  That  the  executive 
committee  shall  perform  all  ordinary  executive  acts  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  during  the  intervals  betweeen  the 
ordinary  meetings,  and  do  what  it  deems  expedient 
in  respect  to  Parliamentary  Bills  affecting  this  Board 
until  the  annual  meeting  in  Januar}'  1902."  — 
The  Chairman  asked  if  the  Board  wished,  now  that 
they  had  given  powers  to  the  executive  committee,  to 
enter  on  the  subject  o£  considering  the  plans,  etc., 
deposited  by  the  Llandrindod  Wells  Water  Co.  and 
the  Llandrindod  Wells  Urban  District  Council  respec- 
tively. These  were  two  schemes  affecting  the  abstrac- 
tion of  water  running  from  some  springs  iuto  the 
Ithon,  and  placing  a  dam  in  the  Ithon  itself,  over 
which,  he  understood,  the  promoters  had  no  objection 
to  placing  a  fish  pass.  They  might  not  abstract  very 
much  water,  but  the  Board  did  not  know  the  quantity 
they  were  going  to  take.  When  they  found  Birming- 
ham coming  into  their  water-shed  and  London  pro- 
posing to  come,  it  was  their  duty  to  look  after 
the  matter  and  get  a  fair  amount  of  compensation 
for  what  was  taken  away.  This  water  abstrac- 
tion might  otherwise  become  a  serious  business. — 
The  Clerk  stated  he  went  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bigs  Weir,  above  Chepstow,  and  must  acknowledge 
thankfully  that  Messrs.  Millar  gave  him  all  the  in- 
formation they  could.  There  seemed  to  be  a  difficulty 
in  deciding  the  point.  In  the  case  of  Rees  v.  Millar  it 
had  been  decided  that  tidal  waters  were  those  which 
were  actually  salt,  and  if  this  were  the  question  to  be 
resolved  by  the  Board  they  must  solve  the  point  as  to 
where  the  water  was  salt  and  where  it  was  not.  He 
had  evidence  from  an  old  man  (George  Steele,  over 
seventy  years  of  age)  that  the  water  at  Llandogo 
was  never  salt,  but  this  was  disputed  by  Messrs. 
Millar.  This  old  man  said  he  had  actually  made 
tea  out  of  the  water,  both  at  high  tides  and  ordinary 
tides,  and  never  found  it  saltv.  Z\Iessrs.  Millar  had 
gone  into  the  question,  and  found  that  a  tide 
12  feet  would  smooth  Coeditliel  Weir,  a  tide  13  feet 
the  water  at  Llandogo,  and  a  tide  15  feet  the  water  at 
Bigs  Weir  :  and  they  said  the  ordinary  tide  flowed  as 
far  up  as  the  signal  post  above  Bigs  Weir  Bridge.  If 
the  question  had  to  be  settled  as  to  where  the  tidal  or 
salt  waters  ended,  he  would  suggest  that  the  matter  be 
deferred  again,  so  that  samples  of  the  water  could  be 
taken  on  the  tides  at  the  different  places  when  conditions 
for  doing  so  were  more  suitable  than  they  had  been 
ever  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board.  When  the 
"  freshes  "  were  not  in  the  river  salt  water  would  go 
higher  up.  On  the  2.5-inch  Ordnance  map  it  was  stated 
the  ordinary  tide  flowed  as  high  as  Coedithel  Weir, 
and  as  this  was  disputed  he  wrote  to  the  Ordnance 
Survey  Department,  desiring  to  know  on  what  liasis 
it  was  fixed.  They  replied  that  the  limit  sliown  was 
fixed  at  the  time  of  the  original  survey  in  187!),  and 
that  it  was  now  difficult  to  say  exactly  how  it  was 
arrived  at.  The  map  was  revised  in  IMarch  and 
April  1900,  and  the  tide,  it  was  found,  now  flowed 
1^  miles  higher— namel\-,  to  7  chains  below  Bigs 
\\eir  Railway  Station.  He  also  saw-  a  ferrynian 
at  Brock  Weir  who  said  that  the  water  there  was 
sometimes  brackish,  but  never  salt,  and  the  general 
outcome  of  what  he  (the  Clerk)  heard  was  that 
salt  water  hardly  ever  came  up  above  Tintern. — 
The  Chairman  did  not  think  the  question  ripe  for  their 
discussion  that  day,  and  proposed  that  the  executive 
committee  obtain  further  evidence  and  report  to  the 
•next  Board  meeting  in  May.  There  were  certain 
drafting  stations  aSected  as  to  whether  the  water  were 


tidal  or  inland.  If  tidal,  people  could  night-nct  on 
Feb.  2,  whereas,  if  it  was  inland  water,  they  would 
be  precluded  until  May  1.5. — .4fter  some  discussion 
as  to  the  definition  of  tidal  waters,  the  Clerk  pro- 
duced a  statement  of  accounts,  in  answer  to 
which  Mr.  Cowper  Coles  said  that  at  present  they 
were  extremely  unsatisfactory,  and  each  year  they  had 
to  discuss  the  matter  at  their  annual  meeting.  In  the 
past  they  had  been  depending  upon  the  generosity  of 
the  Chairman  to  put  these  matters  straight,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  expect  that  now,  and  they  knew  perfectly 
well  it  could  not  be  so.  He  did  not  know  why  they 
should  not  be  made  aware  of  their  exact  financial 
position  in  order  to  curtail  expenses.  It  was  very 
hard  to  have  to  start  now  and  recoup  themselves  to 
the  extent  of  £335,  and  he  thought  they  should  know 
what  their  real  working  expenses  were,  together  with 
their  average  income.  That  question  had  never  been 
answered,  and  if  they  knew  exactly  he  did  not  think 
they  would  run  into  debt,  and  he  moved  that  the 
executive  committee  be  asked  to  inquire  further  into 
the  accounts  and  report  at  the  next  meeting,  and  that 
a  financial  statement  be  presented  quarterly. — Mr. 
Hotchkis  said  the  Board  were  deeply  indebted  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  for  the  munificent 
donation  he  had  made  of  £807  14s.  in  order  to  help 
them  out  of  their  difficulties.  With  their  permission 
he  would  move  the  following  resolution  :  "  That  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Wye  Fishery  District 
begs  to  record  its  cordial  appreciation  of  the  munificent 
gift  of  £307  14.S.  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort 
towards  clearing  off  the  debt  of  the  Board,  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  by  the  clerk  to  his 
Grace,  and  that  the  resolution  be  entered  on  the 
minute  books." 

After  further  discussion  the  meeting  terminated. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

434.  Mr.  William  Steele  Kay,  17,  Restalrig-terrace, 
Leith.  "  Improved  trawl  fishing  gear." 
G,G7C.  Fishing.  Patentees  :  Mr.  J.  Y.  Payton  and 
Mr.  H.  -J.  Hall,  both  of  Waldron,  Arkansas, 
LT.S.A.  Fish  hooks.  Relates  to  a  com- 
bination of  hooks  which  automatically 
strikes  and  secures  fish  taking  the  bait. 
The  bait  hooks  are  formed  at  the  ends  of  a 
spring  pivoted  to  a  second  spring,  on  the 
ends  of  which  the  striking  hooks  are 
fastened. 


USK  ANITEBBW  COXSER\'ATORS. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Board 
of  Conservators,  held  at  the  Westgate  Hotel,  Newport, 
there  were  present :  Colonel  Lyne  (chairman).  Colonel 
Sturt,  Major  Williams,  Messrs.  S.  H.  Cowper  Coles, 
L.  Williams,  H.  J.  Williams,  I.  Butler,  J.  Hotchkis, 
and  H.  S.  Lyne  (clerk). — Colonel  Lyne  was  re-elected 
chairman  for  another  year,  and  Lord  Glanu.sk  vice- 
chairman.  The  financial  position  was  then  discussed, 
and  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  accounts  the  Chair- 
man said  they  were  not  very  satisfactory,  because  there 
was  a  balance  overdrawn  of  £279  2s.  lid.,  which  was 
an  increase  of  £30  above  the  amount  of  twelve  montlis 
ago.  Still,  one  had  to  look  to  an  account  which  he 
thought  was  of  vast  importance  to  the  Conservators, 
and  that  was  the  Usk  Fishery  Association.  There 
they  liad  previously  had  a  considerable  balance,  but 
now  they  found  that  the  balance  this  year  was  over- 
drawn £118  3s.  Hd.  Of  course,  tliey  gave  very  large 
sums  to  the  Conservators  for  keeping  up  water  bailiffs' 
and  so  on.  The  question  was.  How  were  they  to  deal 
with  their  increasing  debt  ?  They  could  not  go  on  as 
at  present.  The  only  possible  way  he  could  see  of 
getting  over  the  difficttlty  was  the  reduction  of  the 
water  bailiffs.  This  woutd  be  a  serious  matter,  because, 
although  their  river  employed  more  water  bailiffs  than 
any  other  in  the  country,  they  really  ought  to  employ 
more  than  they  did,  and  they  could  not  do  with- 
otit  the  sinews  of  war.— Mr.  Cowper  Coles  seconded 
the  adoption  of  the  accounts,  and  agreed  with  the 
Chairman  that  the  financial  position  was  serious.  At 
present  they  got  £400  a  year  from  the  Upk  Fishery 
Association,  but  even  supposing  they  continued  to  sub- 
scribe that  sum — which,  as  the  Chairman  had  said,  was 
doubtful  in  their  present  position — then  the  Conserva- 
tors would  not  earn  sufficient  to  pay  their  working 
expenses.  They  had  had  no  actual  notification  from  the 
association  that  the  "sub^^cription  w'ouM  be  reduced — 
(The  Chairman  :  No,  their  meeting  follows  ours) — but 
he  was  afraid  they  would  have  to  live  upon  faith,  a 
good  fishing  season,  and  more  fishing  tickets  being 
taken  out.  He  suggested  that  they  might  pass  a 
resolution  and  send  to  tlic  Royal  Commission  now 
sitting.  It  seemed  to  him  tlie  only  way  to  overcome 
the  difficulty  was  for  the  Board  to  haye  the  power  of 
rating  fisheries  up  to  a  certain  amount.  —  Major 
Williams    agreed    that    something  must  be  done, 


and  pointed  out  that  landowners  who  sold  their 
fisheries  had  been  very  loth  to  give  subscriptions. 
That  being  so,  the  only  thingrfor  the  Board  to  do  was 
to  reduce  the  water  bailiffs,  and  then  they  (the  land- 
owners) would  suffer.  —  The  Chairman  :  I  see  no 
alternative. — Mr.  Cowper  Coles  said  that  as  a  matter 
of  fact  the  expensive  time  of  water  bailiffs  was  over, 
as  they  were  being  reduced. — The  Clerk  :  Only  tlir. 
temporary  men,  not  the  permanent  ones.  If  you 
are  going  to  meet  this  question,  j'ou  will  have 
to  deal  with  it  at  once.  I  may  say  that  in  giving 
evidence  before  the  Commission  I  made  a  suggestion 
in  favour  of  rating  landowners. — The  Chairman 
suggested  that  he  should  issue  a  circular  to  every 
landowner,  and  see  what  the  effect  of  that  would  be. — 
iMr.  Cowper  Coles  agreed  with  Major  Williams's  sugges- 
tion, but  he  thought  before  knocking  off  the  water 
bailiffs  they  should  let  the  landowners  know  what  they 
proposed  to  do,  and  see  what  their  response  was. — The 
Chairman :  I  shall  be  happy  to  increase  my  subscrip- 
tion of  five  guineas  to  fifteen  guineas. — The  Chairman's 
suggestion  to  circularise  the  landowners  was  adopted. — 
The  Clerk  read  the  annual  report,  which  was  adopted. 
— According  to  notice  of  motion,  ]Mr.  J.  Hotchkis 
moved,  "  That  the  period  during  which  it  shall  be  illegal 
to  take  or  kill  trout  within  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  fishery 
district  is  hereby  altered,  so  that  such  period  shall 
commence  on  Sept.  2,  and  any  person  offending  against 
this  bye-law  shall,  for  each  offence,  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £2."  Hitherto  the  fishing 
season  was  from  Feb.  15  to  Oct.  1. — On  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Cowper  Coles,  a  resolution  was  passed  asking 
the  Royal  Commission  to  consider  the  que.stion  of 
rating  landowners  who  use  or  sub-let  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  in  the  financial  income  of  this  and 
similar  boards. 


To  INSUEE  INSERTION  all  matter  should  be  posted 
so  as  to  arrive  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  hj  first  post  on 
Thursday  morning. 


"Half-mast  high!  "  I  am  sure  that  in  my  con- 
dolence with  all  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family  in 
their  sad  bereavement  I  am  but  echoing  the  senti- 
ments of  every  "  honest  angler  "  in  the  universe.  "  Le 
roi  est  mort !    Vive  le  roi  !  '' 


The  Royal  Aquarium,  which  w^as  closed  immediately 
on  the  death  of  her  Majesty,  is  now  reopened,  and  the 
full  holiday  programme  is  being  repeated  daily.  On 
Friday  next  the  Tenth  Annual  Yachting  Exhibition 
will  open. 


I  HEAR,  from  ]Mr.  R.  Murphy,  that  a  benefit  concei;t 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  David  Marks,  an  old  and  respecteU 
member  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  will  be 
held  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  28.  He  has  lost  the  whole 
of  his  stock  and  tools,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire. 


Mr.  Dyer,  of  the  Eagle.  -Angling  Society,  desires  me 
to  state  that  the  concert  arranged  for  Wednesday, 
Jan.  30,  has  been  postponed. 


jNIh.  J.  A.  Barlowk  writes  from  Belfast :  The  mem- 
liers  of  No.  5.  District,  Royal  Black  Chapter,  were 
installing  the  warrant  of  Royal  Black  Prcceptorv 
No.  550  in  West  Belfast  Orange  Hall,  when  the 
tidings  of  her  Majesty's  death  reached  them.  There- 
upon the  sorrowing  members  abandoned  the  contem- 
plated name  for  the  new  prece^jtory,  and  named  it  the 

Victoria  Memorial  "  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  their  loved  sovereign. 


The  Cobden  Angling  Society  visit  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  was  a  great  success.  The  large  room  (capable  of 
holding  200  people)  was  comfortably  full.  About 
twenty  societies  were  well  represented.  The  talent 
was  above  the  average,  and  the  pianist  an  excellent 
accompanist.  A  fine  sliow  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace 
was  shown  by  IMr.  Gray  (of  the  (rresham).  Mr. 
Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  .Association,  was 
also  present,  and  in  a  neat  speech  informed  the  meeting 
that  10,000  fish  had  been  purchased  and  would  b(' 
turned  into  the  Slough  and  Langley  Canal.  Th(^ 
A.  B.  S.  box  (opened  by  visiting  officer  Harris)  contained 
the  sum  of  £2  17s.  Mr.  Harris  urged  upon  every 
angler  the  importance  of  sub.scribing  Is.  Id.  per  year 
towards  the  fimds  of  that  noble  institution,  'and 
dilated  upon  the  good  work  it  was  doing.  Altogether 
the  Cobdenites  are  "Bright  boys." 


LiKK  ^[r.  W.  Carter  Platts  in  the  Yurksliiiv  M'lekJi/ 
J'ont,  I  might  also  mention  that  "1  heard  the  other  day 
a  sportsman  affirm  that  he  never  cared  for  winter 
fishing,  because  at  that  time  the  country  never  looked 
its  best,  and  the  surroundings  consequently  depressed 
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him.  The  (luebtiou  is:  When  does  the  couutry  look 
its  best?  When  eau  it  look  fairer  than  in  spring, 
when  reawakening  natuueputs  on  her  freshest  morning- 
smile,  and  the  year  is  in  the  first  bright  flush  of  its 
maiden  bloom  ? — unless,  of  course,  it  bo  in  summer, 
when  the  hay  has  been  won  and  tlio  meadows  of  fresh- 
springing  after-grass,  mingled  with  the  fields  of  waving 
oats  fast  whitening  to  the"  harvest,  chequer  the  hill- 
sides into  huge  chessboards;  or  in  autumn,  when  the 
lanes  are  covered  with  a  crisp,  crackling  drugget  of 
russet  leaves,  and  the  rich  October  sunsets,  glinting  on 
the  crinison-and-gold  and  bronze  bedizened  trees,  turn 
the  dales  in  fitting  settings  for  fairy  scenes ;  or  in  winter, 
when  the  distant  fells  in  their  snowy  vesture  take  on 
a  pale  delicate  tinge  of  opalescent  blue,  and  the  firs 
bend  low  in  feathery  plume  to  make  their  obeisance 
before  the  snow  king,  and  the  nearer  landscape  is 
clothed  in  spotless  purity  that  dazzles  the  eye  with  its 
virgin  splendour?  When  you  come  to  think  it  over 
calmly,  the  country  is  always  at  its  best."  .So  it  is, 
dear  W.  C.  P.,  but  it  is  not  always  at  its  best  to  suit 
everybody. 


JIk.  R.  (t.  Woouiu-FF,  Secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  writes  Half  the  consignment  of  fish 
wo  turned  into  the  Slough  and  Langlev  Canal  on  Wed- 
nesday. They  were  a  beautiful  sample  of  strong  and 
lively  roach,  rudd,  and  perch  :  they  were  purchased  as 
being  between  4  inches  and  7  inches  long,  but  there 
were  a  number  of  roach  between  \\h.  and  ,Ub.  each,  and 
an  unknown  quantity  of  perch  over  7  inches  in  length. 
Although  I  say  so,  I  think  that  we  are  cxtremeh- 
fortunate  in  obtaining  these  fish,  and  there  was  not  a 
dead  fish  among  them.  1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Pithouse, 
of  the  North  Star  of  Laugley,  and  his  two  sous  for  the 
very  valuable  assistance  they  gave  me.  Nothing  was 
too  much  trouble  for  them— they  were  '  good  uns,'  and  I 
hope  our  members  will  remember  them  when  down  in 
that  locality.  We  shall  put  the  remainder  in  on 
Saturday.  Train  l('a\es  Paddington  for  Laliglcv  at 
J.lOp.m."  . 

Mk.  C.  CiiAi'LAis,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Klenheim  Angling 
Society,  sends  the  following  •'  explanation"  :  "I  was 
rather  surprised  at  not  being  allowed  to  speak  at  the 
delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  on 
^Monday  last,  as,  although  I  was  not  a  delegate,  I 
thought  it  was  only  necessary  to  obtain  the  chair- 
man's permission  to  speak  :  but  a  member,  with  some 
rather  personal  remarks,  objected  to  my  being  heard. 
It  was  very  hurtful  to  me,  as  I  wished  to  explam  that 
my  remarks  concerning  the  Langlev  Canal  (which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  last  week)  "would  not  have 
appeared  had  I  known  that  the  association  were 
moving  in  the  matter.  I  came  U])  in  all  fairness  to 
justifv  myself,  and  I  think,  at  least,  I  should  have  had 
a  hearing.  However,  this  incident  is  closed  now,  as 
:\Ir.  Woodruff  kindly  explained  matters  at  the  Cobden 
visit  on  Tuesday  evening.  I  have  simply  given  this 
explanation  so  that  those  anglers  who  were  not  present 
on  that  occasion  should  know  the  true  facts  of  the 
case.  It  was  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  West  End 
anglers  that  I  spoke  at  all,  and  1  don't  want  to  be 
misjudged  by  them." 

OvEKnK.\ui.  at  Barton  :\rills  (river  Lark).  Old  lady: 
"  Where  were  you  off  to  yesterda\  ?  "  Jones  :  "  Oh,"  I 
was  going  to  Bury  St.  Ednmnds."  Old  ladv  :  "  Were 
you,  now  ?    Poor  fellow  !    What  did  he  die  of  ?  " 


Ed(4AR  GuTTEEinoE,  a  scholar  at  the  Glouce.ster- 
road  Board  school,  J/'eckham,  recently  performed  a 
very  plucky  action,  which  has  brought  him  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Royal  Humane  Society  in  the  shape  of  a 
handsome  testimonial.  A  younger  lad,  in  trving  to 
catch  tish,  fell  headlong  into  the  Surrey  canak^his 
struggles  taking  him  out  f]'om  tiic  bank.  fUitteridge, 
who  is  only  a  poor  swinnner,  ran  up,  and.  plunging  in, 
was  successful  in  saving  the  drowning  lad  at  the^risk 
of  his  own  life. 


Fkom  the  office  of  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Line  (Great  Kastern  Railway).  Liverpool-street,  conies 
that  ever-welcome  little  pocket  hnicliiii  f  for  1901,  con- 
taiiiing  an  enormous  amount  of  information.  It  gives 
a  list  of  horse  and  cattle  fairs:  racing  and  cricket 
fixtures  1^  dog  fairs:  hunt  and  steeplechase  fixtures; 
fares  antl  rates  from  Ijondon  to  almost  ever\  impor- 
tant town  on  their  extensive  system  ;  memoranda  for 
recording  events,  etc.  The  'Great  Eastern  svstem 
embraces  some  of  the  finest  fishing  resorts  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  this  handy  little  guide  is  replete 
with  information  concerning  the  rivers  and  broads. 
For  sport  and  health  there  are  few,  if  any,  counties 
which  can  vie  with  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  P^ssex,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, Hunts,  and  Lincoln. 


Full  particulars  are  given  as  to  the  rivers  Lea  and 
Stbrt ;  the  close  times  and  sizes  of  fish  allowed  to  be 
retained  ;  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers'  Association, 
and  a  list  of  public  and  private  waters.    A  copy  of  tjig 
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1901  edition  of  this  invaluable  little  compendium  may 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  by  any  reader  of  the  Fisliiiig 
Gazette  on  application  to  R.  P.  Ellis,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great  Eastern  Railway. 
It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  its  ICO  well-printed 
pages  in  a  short  notice.    My  advice  is — "  Get  it !  " 


In  conclusion,  I  gladly  add  my  testimony  to  the 
following  extract :  "  Each  year,  as  the  unique  fish- 
ing on  the  Broads  becomes  more  widely  known,  the 
numbei'  of  anglers  who  visit  them  increases  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Perhaps  the  best  recommendation  of 
the  fishing  lies  in  the  fact  that  rarely  does  an  angler 
rest  satisfied  with  one  visit,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
takes  every  opportunity  of  travelling  again  over  some 
portion  of  the  district  he  has  previously  visited.  The 
many  and  varied  facilities  (.iTcicd  bv  tlio  company  are 
increasingly  apprcciatiM  c  ;i,  h  reason.  Those  in  search 
of  all-round  coar.se  ti^lim-,  a  sjilendid  health-giving 
air,  and  a  pictxiresque  sccneiy,  (.annot  certainly  do 
bett-er  than  to  give  the  Broads  a  trial." 


Thk  following  consolatory  paragraph  appears  in  the 
annual  report  of  a  Welsh  cottage  hospital  ;  "  Not- 
withstanding the  large  amount  of  money  expended  for 
medicine  and  medical  attendance,  there  weve  but  few 
deaths  duri\ig  tlie  year." 

■•  Notwitlistanding  "  the  above  reassuring  fact,  there 
yet  remain  peo[ile  in  this  world  who  still  believe  in 
medicine  and  "  medicine  men,"  as  they  are  termed  by 
some  natives  of  the  "  Dark  Continent." 


OUR  F.  G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Thk  latv.  Chaiu.ks  Ixm.vn  Wahu. 


(familiarly  known  amongst  his  friends  as  ''Oharley") 
was  a  member  of  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  deservedly  popular  men  that  could 
be  met — always  cheery  and  sympathetic — drew  no  line 
between  I'ioh  and  poor,  and  yet  forgot  neither.  He 
was  a  keen  and  successful  fisherman,  and  all  London 
anglers  will  remember  the  industi-y  and  self-denial  he 
displayed  in  his  share  of  the  "Bostonian"  lecture 
exhibitions  for  many  years  past.  He  died  on  Jan.  4, 
after  six  weeks'  illness,  aged  forty-two,  and,  aftercrema- 
tion  at  Brookwood,  Woking,  his  ashes  were  laid  in  the 
family  grave  in  1  )erl)yshire.  In  the  words  of  one,  of 
bis  brother  chib  memljcrs,  "  No  club  ever  had  a 
stronger  pillar,  and  his  loss  comes  as  the  loss  of  a 
personal  friend,"  The  photogiaph  is  b\  kind  ])er- 
missioii  of  his  biothei'  nienibcr,  Mr:  -I,  Tiulur,  li-Kl, 
Kentish  Tf)\\ii  road. 


"  Thk  cheapest  fruit  is  a  peimy  almanac — 365 
dates  for  the  penny."  Now,  "a  penny  saved  is  a 
penny  gained."  Why  pay  a  penny  for  that  which  can 
be  procured  for  the  asking  ?  Holloway's  Almanac  and 
Family  Friend  for  1901  can  be  obtained  on  application 
to  Thomas  Holloway,  78,  New  Oxford-street,  London, 
W.C.  It  is  full  of  interesting  matter,  giving  illustra- 
tions and  accoinits  of  numy  cdties  and  places  of  various 
nations ;  a  household  medical  guide  ;  sick-room  and 
medical  hints ;  a  condensed  postal  guide ;  a  coupon 
ticket  insuring  the  holder  for  £100  to  Dec.  .31,  1901 
(applicable  \vithin  the  United  Kingdom  and  Channel 
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Islands) ;  Useful  Hints  ;  and  many  unsolicited  testi- 
monials as  to  the  efficacy  of  Hollowav's  Pills  and 
Ointment,  etc. 

An  old  angler  who  used  a  speaking  tulie  for  the  oar^ 
on  account  of  his  deafness  said  to  his  daughter,  after ' 
having  a  good  night's  sport,  "I  think  I  will  go  out 
and  sell  my  fish  to-day,  Mary."    She  replied,  "Oh,' 
you  cannot  go  out  to  sell  your" fish,  fatlier;  you  won't 
understand  what  the  people  arc  saving."  '  Ho  said, 
"  Oh  yes,  I  will ;  I  shall  go  by  the  wav  their  moutlis 
are  moving,  and  if  they  ask  me  what  I  have  I  shall 
say  '  fish  ' ;  if  they  ask  )ne  if  they're  good,  I  shall  say 
'  some  are  and  some  are  not,  and  if  thev  don't  have 
them  scnielnidy  else  will.'"    Mary  said,"  "All  right, 
father,  '  and  ,iua,y  the  old  angler  went.    The  first  man 
iic  nu  t  ..II  ilic  load  he  was  asked  the  time  ;  tlio  angler* 
said,  "Eish."     The  stranger  said,  "You're  a  fool  !  "  ' 
Tile  angler  said,  ■■  Soni(>  is  and  some  ain't."    Stranger  i 
said,  "You're  a  siiui  \  old  man;  I'm  a  good  mind  to 
throw  you  in  tlir  ditdi  !  "    The  old  angler  replied  by 
'-^'^yi'ig.  "  It  y<JH  don't,  some  one  else  will." 


_  It  is  one  of  the  boasts  of  the  Illinois  Fi.sh  Commis- 
sion, says  Forest  <iiul  Stream,  that  it  has  successfully 
introduced  carp  into  the  waters  of  that  State.  The 
meed  of  thanks  due  the  commission  for  this  enter- 
prise can  only  bo  surpassed  by  that  which  would  bo 
cheerfully  tendered  them  by  the  people  of  the  State 
if  they  could  devise  some  means  of  getting  these  car]) 
out,  and  leaving  the  country  just  the  way  it  was 
before  these  fish  were  put  in.  The  old  ]\IaUsawba 
Club  marsh  on  the  Kankakee  River  has  had  its  wild 
rice  all  eaten  oft'  by  these  fish.  Up  at  Fox  Lake,  in 
this  State,  property  owners  last  fall  raised  a  fund  to 
attempt  to  destro)-  the  carp  in  that  chain  of  waters, 
which  were  once  suitalile  for  fishing  and  summer 
resort  purposes.  In  one  week  deiiulies  seined  out 
:-tO,OOOlb.  of  these  fish.  Thev  are  said  to  liave  taken 
one  which  weighed  .5( ill i.  All  this  troiil)le  and  expense 
might  have  been  unncccs^aiN  ,  |ii>,t  as  it  will  probably 
bo  futile.  These  fish  cannot  be  seined  out  completely, 
and  the  few  left  in  will  soon  multiply  again. 


Tniouic  is  no  nuisance,  after  the  English  spari-ow, 
which  is  worse  than  the  (Tennan  carp.  There  are  a 
good  many  of  us  who  are  not  ([uite  ready  to  take  the 
purely  commercial  attitude  that  because  some  few 
people  will  eat  these  fish  tin:  rest  of  us  ought  to  stand 
for  the  raising  of  them  at  the  expense  of  all  the 
original  attractiveness  of  our  streams.  It  is  up  to  the 
Illinois  State  Fish  Commission  to  make  itself  popular 
by  explaining,  not  how  to  cook  a  carp,  but  how  to  kill 
it,  in  the  quickest  possible  way.  Wo  ought  to  have  a 
law  permitting  the  spearing  of  those  fish,  and  there 
ought  to  be  a  bounty  put  on  them,  were  it  not  for  the 
sole  fact  that  such  a  bounty  would  break  this  State. 
They  are  an  uiKjualified  nuisance,  and  no  amount  of 
explanation  in  regard  to  their  virtues  will  disabuse  the 
average  outdoor  mail  of  this  belief. 


Two  young  men  -both  good  fellows,  but  a  little 
given  to  romancing — stood  on  a  corner  in  Chicago  to 
exchange  stories.  "You  may  not  believe  me,"  said 
No.  1,  "but  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  is  gospel.  Up 
at  Silver  Lake  last  summer  I  caught  a  half-pound 
pickerel.  He  wasn't  much  of  a  fish  compared  with 
others  that  I  had  got,  so  I  threw  him  in  again— first, 
however,  clipping  his  tail  into  the  shape  of  a  heart,  so 
I  would  know  him  again.  Would  you  believe  it?  I 
have  just  come  from  there  now,  and  I  brought  with  me 
that  same  fish.  I  caught  him  again,  but  he  gave  a 
great  fight  this  time  :  and  no  wonder,  for  he  weighed 
between  six  and  seven  pounds.  The  heart  shape  of 
his  tail  was  perfect,  just  as  I  had  out  it." 


"I  CAN  quite  belic\o  your  story,"  returned  the 
second  young  man  thoughtfully,  "  for  I  had  a  very 
similar  experience  myself.  Last  year  at  the  sea-shore 
I  caught  an  enormous  blue-fish.  I  had  plenty  of 
others,  so  I  thought  I'd  mark  this  one  and  let  him  go. 
I  didn't  like  to  cut  hini,  so  I  toolc  a  silver  whistle  that 
I  carried  on  my  watch-guard  and  tied  it  to  the  tail  of 
the  fish.  Onlv  last  week,  just  before  I  loft  there,  I 
caught  the  same  fish.  He  was  no  bigger  than  ho  was 
the  first  time  f  had  seen  him,  but  the  little  whistle 

had  grown  into  a  fog-horn  "    That  was  all,  and 

the  look  of  reproach  that  came  over  the  features  of 
youth  No.  1  will  haunt  youth  No.  2  to  his  dying  day. 

Dragnet. 


Gudgeon,  to  Fby. — Take  twenty-four  live  gudgeon — 
indeed,  all  fresh-water  fish  except  pike  should  be  used 
as  soon  as  possible  after  taking  out  of  the  water — cut 
off  the  gills  and  remove  the  inside  by  means  of  a  small 
incision  in  the  side  ;  clean  and  wipe  them  well,  steep 
them  in  milk,  flour  them  well,  and  fry  in  hot  fat  till 
they  are  crisp  and  of  a  nice  light  brown  colour.  Serve 
on  a  dish  or  a  napkin  with  fried  parsley. 
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provincial  Botes. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bir- 
mingham Arms  Hotel,  Bradford-street.    Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided  over  a  fairly  representative  body  of  members. 
The  meeting  was  held   chiefly  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year.    Mr.  T.  Coles  was  again 
re-elected  as  president,  and  Messrs.  White,  Holding, 
and  Hughes  vice-presidents.     Mr.  J.  Rabon  was  re- 
elected secretary,  and  Mr.  0.  White  treasurer.  Messrs. 
Coles  and  Hughes  were  also  re-elected  as  trustees. 
The  committee  elected  were,  with  a  slight  alteration, 
the  same  as  last  year.    The  financial  position  of  the 
society  was  in  every  way  satisfactory,  as  close  upon 
£260  remained  in  hand  to  the  credit  of  the  society. 
The  amounts  granted  to  members,  and  those  x^aid  out 
in  death  claims,  amounted  during  the  past  six  months 
to  over  £60.    The  number  of  members  on  the  books 
was  close  upon  1,000,  showing  an  increase  of  about 
120    on    the    previous    year.     It    was  suggested 
that   a  concert   on   a    large  scale   should  be  held 
in  the   near  future   at   one   of   the   large  concert 
halls,  for  the  benefit  of  the  society,  but  this  matter 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary. — Several  reports 
are  to  hand  of  our  chief  clubs  making  a  large  number 
of  new  members.    The  Gun  Society,  Bath-street,  at 
their  last  meeting  made  over  twenty-five  new  members, 
'and  the  St.  Paul's  clubs  have  made  over  twenty-eight 
new  members  this  year.     The  Oak  Society  are  also 
making  members  fast ;  and  the  three  clubs-mentioned 
look  like  becoming  the  three  largest  clubs  in  the 
'country,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
club,  which  has  a  membership  of  over  280  members. — 
The  Fruitful  Vine  Society  intend,  in  the  near  future, 
to  hold  a  smoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  their 
society,  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow-hill.    Several  other 
clubs  are  about  to  hold  concerts  at  the  same  hotel  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  in  order  to  increase  their 
funds  and  prize  lists.  We  are  having  very  mild  weather 
for  the  time  of  year,  and  with  the  absence  of  rain 
for  a  few  days  our  members  will  be  able  to  get  to  the 
riverside  again.     Pool  and  canal  fishing  has  been 
indulged  in  during  the  last  few  days,  and  some 
very  nice  pike  have  been  taken.    Some  decent  roach 
have  been  taken  from  the  Stratford  Canal,  but  only  a 
limited  number  of  members  have  been  out.    All  the 
guinea  tickets  for  Plants  Brook  Reservoir  have  been 
taken  out  again,  and  a  good  season  is  anticipated  on 
this  water. — The  Trades  Exhibition,  which  opens 
at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  on  March  21  next,  will 
again,  for  the  third  j'ear,  have  another  grand  display 
of  specimen  fish,  for  which  gold  and  silver  medals  will 
be  given,  and  £20  in  prize  money,  together  with 
diplomas,  to  the  clubs  exhibiting  fish.    Messrs.  White 
and  Coles  will  have  the  work  in  hand,  and  a  splendid 
show  will  be  placed  before  the  public.    Mr.  James 
Gregory,  of  Tamworth,  will  officiate  as  judge. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  remarkably  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  past  few  days  has  induced  many  anglers  to 
visit  the  riverside,  and  sport  has  been  above  the 
average  for  the  time  of  year.  The  Witham  recovered 
very  much  quicker  than  could  have  been  expected 
considering  the  extent  of  the  recent  floods,  and  it  is 
now  in  fine  ply  for  roach  and  pike  fishing.  Sportsmen 
are  consequently  making  the  most  of  the  opportunity. 
They  have  been  out  in  large  numbers  at  the  various 
stations  between  Lincoln  and  Boston,  and,  as  a  rule, 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed.  The  best  results 
amongst  the  red  fins  have  probably  been  obtained 
at  the  ends  of  the  drains  which  discharge  their 
contents  into  the  main  stream.  The  brandling  worm 
has  proved  a  very  attractive  bait,  .  and  sonie  have 
emploj-ed  coloured  paste  with  success.  Anglers  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  151b.  to  201b.  of 
roach  as  the  result  of  a  day's  snort.  The  Bain  (a 
most  reliable  tributary  of  the  Witham),  the  Forty- 
foot,  the  Welland,  and  the  Glen  have  all  yielded  wonder- 
fully well,  and  anglers  who  have  come  from  a  distance 
in  quest  of  sport  have  had  no  cause  to  complain,  for 
the  fish  have  shown  marked  activity.  Pike  fishermen 
are  also  having  a  rare  spell  of  sport.  In  the  Langrick 
and  Dogdyke  districts  of  the  Witham,  especialfy  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chapel  Hill,  some  very  good 
specimens  have  been  captured,  including  a  brace 
weighing  close  upon  ITJlb.  Trolling  on  the  Forty- 
foot  has  been  most  remunerative  at  Donington,  while 
the  Market  Deeping  and  Stamford  waters  have  prob- 
ably yielded  best  to  those  operating  on  the  Witham. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  has  been  exceptionally 
tine  and  mild  for  the  time  of  vear  during  the  past 
week,  and  yesterday  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  simply 
splendid  for  angling  operations,  and  our  local  anglers 
have  not  been  backward  in  taking  advantac^e  of  the 
very  favourable  conditions,  for  they  have  been  out  in  I 


great  force,   and  some  excellent  baskets  of  fish, 
especially    roach,    have    been    the    result,  several 
catches  during  the  past  week  being  notified  from 
ten  to  twenty  fish  each,  the  aggregate  weights  being 
•from   about  41b.   to   81b.   and  even  101b.,  for  the 
day's -catch;    and  amongst  the  fish  caught  have 
been  quite   a  number   of  roach   scaling  over  lib. 
each.     Amongst  the  shows  at  the  various  clubs, 
Mr.  E.  Wilcox,  of  the  Hull  Ramblers,  had  a  nice 
sample  from  the  river  Hull,  at  Hompholme,  his  three 
best   fish   scaling   lib.   2Joz.,  lib.    loz.,   and  1.5oz. 
respectively.    Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  had  also  a  nice 
catch  from  Emmotland,  some  of  the  fish  going  lib. 
each  and  over ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hemp- 
holme  both  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  of  good 
size,  and  from  the  Arrom  district  several  good  catches 
have  been  notified,  amongst  which  Mr.  R.  Graves,  of 
the  Central  Association,  had  several  good  fish,  one  of 
which  scaled  lib.  9^oz.    Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  of  the 
North  Myton  Association,  operating  in  the  same 
district,  secured  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  each,  and 
at  Hull  Bridges  Messrs.  W.  H.  and  W.  J.  Barker 
had  each  a  very  nice  lot  of   fish,  some  of  them 
nearly  lib.  each.     On  Monday,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dunswell,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  and  a  friend 
had  a  few  nice  roach,  and  a  dace  of  lOJoz.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  week,  both  on 
the  Ancholme  and  Lvidd,  and  roach  in  some  parts  have 
furnished  good  sport,  and,  as  both  rivers  are  in  much 
better  trim,  prospects  are  good  for  the  coming  week, 
especially  if  the  present  state  of  the  weather  continues. 
— The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  have  just 
issued  their  balance-sheet  for  1900,  which  shows  an 
income  of  £82  18s.  2Ji.,  and  an  expenditure  of  about 
£23,  leaving,  with  a  reserve  fund  of  £7,  a  total  balance 
of  £66  15s.  6id.  in  hand,  to  commence  the  present 
season  with.    The  members'  tickets  for  1901  are  now 
being  issued,  and  can  be  had  of  Mr.  C.  Gamwell,  the 
registrar. — The  Hull  Corporation  Employees'  Angling 
Society  have  recently  held  their  annual  meeting,  and 
elected  officers  for  1901,  with  the  result  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
Clarkson  being  reinstalled  in  the  presidential  chair, 
Mr.  J.  Tanser  as  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  Dick  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  W.  Pegg  secretary,  with  a  strong  working  com- 
mittee, a  nice  little  balance  in  hand,  and  very  fair 
prospects  for  the  coming  season. — The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  is  reported  in  very  nice  condition,  and  I  heai-  of 
a  few  nice  pike  being  taken  in  the  upper  reaches,  also  a 
nice  catch  of  perch  with  worms  from  the  Land  of  Nod 
district. — Several  important  meetings  take  place  this 
week  amongst  the  clubs,  to  arrange  fixtures,  etc.,  for  the 
forthcoming  season,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Hull 
News  have  again  offered  a  special  prize  for  specimen 
fish  during  the  season  of  1901.    The  members  of  the 
River  Hull  Anglers  dine  together  at  the  White  Horse 
Hotel  on  Friday  evening. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  long  report  from  Chorley  clearlj'  shows  the  spirit 
of  the  anglers  of  that  district,  although  they  have  not 
long  been  an  organised  association.    Last  financial 
year  they  stocked  their  private  waters  with  10,000 
coarse  fish  of  various  kinds  and  a  few  trout.  The 
majority  were  of  takeable  size,  and  the  rest  by  now 
should  be  from  4oz.  to  5oz.    The  j)rogramnie  of  stock- 
ing is  not  complete,  for  they  intend  to  do  considerably 
more  in  the  present  year.    One  pleasing  item  of  their 
faith  is  that  no  prizes  must  be  solicited  from  trades- 
men, etc. — a  rule  worthy  of  adoption  by  one  association 
of  pretensions  to  great  things,  and  who  give  members 
in  prizes  more  than  theyjiayin.  The'prizes  at  Chorley 
are  in  cash,  and  the  winners  have  "  pooled  "  the  same 
for  a  social  event,  in  which  all  members  partook  of  their 
hospitality.    Two  fair  perch  are  being  set  up  and  will 
oi'nament ' the  club-room:  they  weigh  lib.  14Joz.  and 
lib.  13|oz. — The  last  news  from  Oldham  reports  that  the 
old  veteran,  and  our  friend,  T.  Bowker  is  seriously  ill. 
Perha^Js  no  man  in  "  Spiudletown "  has  won  more 
prizes  or  is  more  respected.     All  will  wish  him  a 
speedy  recovery,  but  if  he  is  to  tackle  up,  as  it  is  feared, 
we  shall  greatly  miss  him. — We  in  this  county  are 
pardonably  proud  of  the  great  shipment  of  the  Wyres- 
dale  Fishery,  and  hope  that  they  will  continue  to 
forge  ahead  in  the  scientific  department  of  our  favourite 
sport. — The    Warrington    Working   Men's  Anglers' 
Association  —  a  new  venture  —  announce  that  the 
entrance  fee  is  l.s.,  and  subscription' 4fZ.  per  month. 
This    is  a  modest    start,   but   they   intend  offer- 
ing prizes  to  the  amount  of  nearly  201.,  which  is 
not  a  modest  start  for  working-men,  who  can  only  so 
far  muster  100,  and  additional  medals  for  set  prizes  of 
several  pounds'  value.    Neitlier  is  it  modest  or  sports- 
manlike to  fix  a  match  for  May  26,  in  the  midst  of 
the    close-fishing    season,  a  time  naturally  to  be 
observed  by  working-men.     However,  perhaps  some 
leader  with  experience  may  arise  who  will  lead  these 
good  souls  right. — It  is  with  regret  that  we  hear  of  a 
club,  after  carefully  farming  some  private  waters  and 
stocking  Ithe  same,  relinquishing  their  tenancy  "be- 
cause the  prize  fund  suffers."     Oh,  ye  miserable 
offenders  against  the  best  interests  of  the  sport  we  all 
love !    A  new  centre  is  talked  of,  which  will  embrace 
the  districts  of  Chorley,  Horwich,  and  other  places  in 
connection  with  the  N.A.A, 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Wc  are  prostrated  with  grief :  it  is  of  no  use  talking 
about  fishing— -every  one  is  di.scussing  our  national  loss. 
The  great  angler  Death  has  dealt  us  a  heavy  blow^ 
and  anglers,  with  all  their  cheerfulness,  cannot  recover 
their  spirits.  Well,  may  our  last  end  be  like  hers.  To 
die  with  the  respect  that  our  dear  Queen  enjoyed,  and 
to  leave  as  few  enemies,  is  a  state  of  things  to  be 
devoutly  prayed  for.— One  of  our  city  rods  only  last 
week  had  an  experience  luckily  not  often  met  with. 
For  a  tale  of  woe  what  think  my  readers  of  this? 
Wednesday,  16th,  went  grayling  fi.shing.  Weather 
frosty  to  start,  and  with  every  promise  :  one  hour  later, 
deluge,  returned  home  at  once.  Friday,  18th,  special 
annua!  permit  to  nobleman'slpike  fishing :  lin.  of  ice, 
and  boats  sunk  and  frozen  up.  Saturday,  19th,  another 
special  permit  for  grayling;  deluge,  flooded,  home  to 
dinner  2.30.  Mr.  Editor,  after  this  who  would 
knowingly  slander  a  peaceable  citizen  angler?— It 
seems  the  Buckland  did  not  hold  their  annual 
dinner  after  all.  A  little  fresh  blood  would  do  this 
veteran  _  society  good.  To  think  that  a  society  with 
good  private  waters  and  a  host  second  to  none  has 
to  reduce  the  entrance  fee  from  a  reasonable  figure  to 
one  which  may  entice  stragglers  is  a  condition  of 
things  not  desirable  in  our  sport.  ■  Mr.  Editor,  is  the 
reward  of  an  enthusiastic  and  genuine  angler  to  be 
neglect?  I  blush  for  the  anglers  of  Ardwick,  that 
they  cannot  think  for  themselves.— The  Beswick 
anglers  are  already  on  the  alert  for  the  coming  season, 
and  have  arranged  a  match  for  March  10,  by  a  strange 
coincidence  the  wedding  day  of  our  King.  At  their  next 
meeting  it  is  intended  to  arrange  the  season's  pro- 
gramme finally.— On  the  21st  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening:  the  occasion  was 
a  lecture  from  Mr.  Harrop.  Anglers  do  not  always  want 
a  piscatorial  subject,  and  on  this  occasion  one  of  a  bota- 
nical nature  was  enjoyed  to  the  very  last  sentence. — 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  "  balance-sheet  on  the 
brain  "  in  this  city.  Many  seem  to  think  that  because 
they  take  a  ticket  to  fish  any  water  they  must  sit  in 
judgnient  on  those  who  "  run  the  show."  The  latest 
item  in  this  line  deals  with  "  sundries"  in  a  balance- 
sheet,  and  the  amount  will  have  to  be  explained.  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that  those  who  now  object  to  giving 
details  were  the  loudest  to  demand  the  same  frorn 
others — and  not  long  since. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  bags  of  small  fish  have  been  taken  in  this 
district  during  the  early  part  of  this  week.  On 
Tuesday  one  gentleman  took  ten  pike  to  his  own  rod- 
hut  they  were  only  41b.  to  61b.  fish.  On  the  same  day 
a  party  of  three  had  eight  nice  fish,  largest  151b. 
This  was  on  a  private  broad  in  the  Wroxham  district. 
The  water  is  now  in  fair  order  in  most  parts  of  the 
county.  On  the  broads  it  is  of  a  nice  colour  for  pike 
fishing,  which  should  be  at  its  best  for  a  few  weeks 
now. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Adverse  weather  has  again  prevailed,  and  the  Trent, 
at  the  period  of  writing,  was  undergoing  a  further  rise, 
or  rather  fall,  for  the  extra  water  was  receding  and 
presenting  inducements  to  the  roach  angler  to  visit  his 
favourite  eddies  and  lay-bj'es.  In  the  closing  days  of  the 
past  week  coarse  fish  generally  seemed  decidedly  off  the 
feed  at  the  worm,  and  the  non-success  of  the  craft 
was  held  to  be  due  to  the  low  temperature  of  the 
river.  For  my  own  part,  I  thought  there  was  an 
admixture  of  snow  in  the  water. — Members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  caught,  on  the  17th,  a  few  choice 
pike  at  Shardlow,  and  one  of  141b.  was  brought  in 
from  the  canal,  taken  between  Hickling  and  Kinoulton. 
— Mr.  T.  Henson,  a  member  of  one  of  the  local  clubs, 
killed  a  roach,  in  the  city  waters,  of  lib.  12oz.,  and  fish 
of  exceptional  size  were  shown  from  Clifton  Grove. 
— Chub  experts,  relying  on  pith  (pith  and  brains), 
enjoyed  capital  sport,  before  the  rise,  at  Piskerton, 
Flintham,  Kneeton  Hills,  Hoveringham,  and  Holme 
Pierrepont,  whilst  those  employing  greaves  fared 
moderately  well  at  Wilford  and  Clifton  (Grove  Swims). 
Within  the  week  a  friend  and  self  have  travelled 
above  eighty  miles  in  quest  of  pike,  and  have  returned 
with  one  solitary  fish  !  The  waters  were  said  to  teem 
with  them.  We  tried  all  we  knew,  and  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  they  were  not  "at  home."  No  more 
Prisilliker  ponds  for  me  ! 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  wretchedly  wet  most  of  the 
past  week,  and  very  windy ;  some  days  bitterly  cold, 
others  quite  spring-like.  The  rivers,  which  were  down 
to  nice  level  and  fining  nicely,  are  again  high  and 
discoloured.  The  gra3iiug  season  maj'  be  said  to  be 
over  :  any  true  sportsman  will  leave  them  alone  until 
after  the  breeding  season,  when  sport  should  be  extra 
good,  so  few  fish  having  been  taken  this  time,  not  from 
the  paucity  of  fish,  but  owing  to  the  high  and  flooded 
state  of  the  rivers  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  Very 
few  anglers  have  ventured  out  this  week,  and  all  that 
were  taken  were  a  few  roach.  The  caual  fishing  quite 
off,  the  water  being  exceedingly  high-coloured.  Two 
local  anglers  had  a  day  at  the  jack  in  private  water ; 
they  caught  seven  fish,  heaviest  3^1b, 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  angling  associations  have  just  held  their 
yearly  meetings. — The  Harrogate  Angling  Association 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  it  has  been  decided 
to  purchase  2000  yearling  trout  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fish  Hatchery  for  the  waters  of  the  club,  which 
include  a  long  length  of  the  river  Nidd  at  Ribston  and 
Walshford  Bridge.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ibbetson,  of  Leeds,  is 
the  president  for  the  year. — We  have  again  returned 
to  mild  weather,  and  sport  is  fairly  good  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.  The  slight  night  frosts  acted  beneficially 
with  regard  to  grayling,  pike,  and  coarse  fish  generally. 
Trout  have  also  risen  for  food,  and  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  trout  are  well  forward  and  in  fine  condition. 
The  fears  of  serious  interruption  to  fishing  through 
the  ice  have  been  dispelled,  and  good  catches  of  both 
roach  and  pike  are  reported  from  the  Derwent. 


LIVERPOOL    ANCJLING  ASSOCIATION. 


AnnUAI,  DlNNEB. 

The  twenty-first  annual  social  gathering  of  the 
Liverpool  Angling  Association  took  place  at  the  club's 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  17,  when 
upwards  of  sixty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
dinner.  Universal  regret  was  expressed  for  the  un- 
avoidable absence  (through  severe  illness)  of  the 
worthy  and  ever-popular  president  of  the  association, 
Mr.  Henry  Leaman,  and  the  "  vacant  chair  "  was  filled 
by  Mr.  Clinch,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by  Mr. 
George  Pierce.  The  various  angling  clubs  in  and 
around  Liverpool  and  district  sent  representatives, 
and  a  most  pleasant  and  harmonious  gathering  was 
the  result.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  the  usual 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  duly  xsroposed  and 
honoured — "The  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces" 
(proposed  by  Mr.  Veale,  and  very  ably  and  eloquently 
responded  to  by  Captain  INIacnab,  R.N.R.)  being  most 
enthusiastically  received.  The  hon.  secretary  then 
gave  the  toast  of  "The  Kindred  Associations,"  and  in 
the  course  of  a  short  speech  referred  to  the  rapid 
strides  made  during  the  last  few  years  in  angling 
matters  in  the  County  Palatine,  and  more  particularly 
round  the  neighbourhood  of  Liverpool.  This,  he 
argued,  was  a  healthy  sign  of  the  times,  and  augured 
well  for  the  future.  '  Let  the  clubs  increase  and 
multiply,  but  let  everything  in  connection  with  them 
be  carried  out  in  a  right  spirit,  and  let  there  be  more 
good-fellowship,  sociability,  and  unanimity  existing 
amongst  the  angling  fraternity  generally.  These 
sentiments  were  heartily  received  and  gracefully 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Durie  (St.  Helens  A. A.),  Mr. 
Wright  (City  A. A.),  and  Mr.  Geo.  Hyams  (Edgehill 
A. A.)  Mr.  W.  Jones  (Bootle  A. A.)  then  reciprocated 
by  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Liverpool  Angling 
Association,"  and  in  a  most  intere.sting  speech  gave  a 
risumi  of  the  history  of  the  club  since  its  inception 
up  to  the  present  year  of  grace.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Harry  Woods  were 
the  only  gentlemen  amongst  the  company  who  were 
present  at  the  foundation  of  the  association  over 
twenty  years  ago.  The  toast  was  cordially  received 
and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  George  Pierce,  the  vice- 
chairman.  The  evening's  enjoyment  was  very  much 
enhanced  by  a  choice  selection  of  harmonic  items 
kindly  contributed  by  the  musical  brethren,  under  the 
able  directorship  of  Jlr.  Oxford,  who,  in  a  masterly 
fashion,  presided  at  the  piano.  Not  the  least  pleasing 
items  on  the  programme  were  two  songs  ("  Soldiers  of 
the  Queen  "  and  "  They  all  love  Jack  ")  which  were 
most  artistically  rendered  by  "  Mr.  Arthur,"  a  very 
youthful  member  of  the  club.  "  Time  "  was  called  all 
too  quickly,  "  Auld  Lang  Sj'ne  "  was  sung  by  "  the 
whole  strength  of  the  company,"  and  the  pleasant 
function  came  to  an  end.  Rosicrucian. 


LEEDS  ANCtLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  large  room  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel,  Leeds, 
presented  a  gay  and  festive  appearance  on  Friday 
evening  last,  it  being  the  occasion  of  the  tenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  above-named  club.  Mr.  Jno.  Pickersgill 
(president)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Conarty 
the  vice-chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  about 
forty  of  the  members  and  their  friends  being  present, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  :  Messrs.  T.  Beecroft, 
Geo.  AUenby,  J.  W.  Grassham,  J.  Moseley,  F.  M. 
Walbran,  H.  Williams,  Fred  Harris,  E.  P.  Royston, 
W.  G.  Royston,  Farrer  Stead,  Chas.  Bradford,  C.  T. 
■Johnson  (hon.  sec),  J.  Hope,  "T.  Foxcroft,  J.  N.  Green, 
and  others.  The  dinner  was  an  excellent  one,  and 
the  tables  most  tastefully  decorated.  The  menu  card 
was  specially  designed  by  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds. 

After  the  cloth  had  been  withdrawn  the  following 
toasts  were  disposed  of  ;  "The  Queen,"  by  the  chair- 
man ;  "  Army  and  Navy,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Marris  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  Hope;  "  Ourselves,"  proposed 
by  the  chairman  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Willie 
Grassham;  "Kindred  Societies,"  proposed  by  Mr. 
Moseley  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft ;  "  The 


Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Royston  and 
responded  to  by  Messrs.  P.  M.  Walbran,  G.  Tliomas, 
and  J.  N.  Green  ;  "  The  Host  and  Hostess,"  proposed 
by  Mr.  H.  Williams  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Royston. 

After  that  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to 
harmony,  the  following  gentlemen  rendering  effective 
service  ;  Messrs.  C.  Suthers,  Chas.  Bradford,  Grady, 
J.  W.  Grassham,  R.  Johnson,  Jno.  Pickersgill,  and 
H.  Williams.  The  evening  was  a  very  great  success, 
and  every  one  of  us  felt  great  regret  when  eleven 
o'clock  arrived,  and  it  was  a  case  of  "  Time,  gentlemen, 
please!"  "  Days  op  Yore." 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  above  association  held  their  annual  meeting  at 
the  Angel  Hotel,  Whitby,  on  Saturday  last.  Mr. 
H.  A.  H.  Rastall  presided,  and  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  The  accounts  showed  a  satisfactory 
balance  of  over  £34.  Several  alterations  were  made 
in  the  rules,  and  in  future  no  angling  will  be  allowed 
before  7  a.m.  The  price  of  visitors'  tickets  is  to  be 
increased  from  £2  2s.  to  £3  3s.,  and  season  tickets  for 
Ruswarp  Dam  from  10s.  to  £1  Is.,  limited  tp  twenty- 
five  days'  trout  fishing,  and  the  services  of  professional 
fishermen  will  not  be  allowed  in  future.  The  officers 
for  the  ensuing  season  were  elected — viz. :  president, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Keighley;  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  A.  H. 
Rastall ;  committee,  Messrs.  Dr.  Dreaper,  J.  Baker, 
Dr.  English,  R.  Linton,  Commander  Wood,  R.N., 
J.  E.  Marsden,  J.  Moore,  and  R.  H.  Rastell.  Mr.  C. 
Marks  was  reappointed  secretary,  and  Mr.  W.  Brown 
clerk.  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Contributors,  River  Reporters,  Club  Secretaries, 
and  Correspondents  are  reminded  that  all  matter 
intended  for  insertion  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's 
Hause  not  later  than  five  o'clock  on  Thursdays — by 
Thursday  morning's  post,  if  possible,  as  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  now  published  at  TWO  O'Clock  on  Fridays. 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


FREE  SALMON  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  you  remark,  this  is  not  often  found 
now,  but  still  it  is  not  altogether  unobtainable.  The 
landlord  of  the  hotel  at  Evanger,  on  the  railway  from 
Bergen  to  Voss,  has  been  able  in  June  and  July  of  the 
last  two  years  to  give  leave  to  visitors  to  fish  some 
portions  of  the  Evanger  River,  including  the  southern 
bank  of  Saghong  Pool,  and  he  will  doubtless  have  the 
same  power  this  year. 

Boat  and  man,  costing,  perhaps,  four  shillings  a  day 
when  employed,  will  be  necessary,  as  the  river  is  large, 
and,  though  the  best  sport  has  been  had  casting  from 
an  island,  a  boat  is  usually  needed  to  reach  it. 

The  quarters  are  unpretending,  but  most  comfort- 
able, and  with  most  moderate  charges. — Yours  truly, 

"  Whitadder." 


.   HISTORY  OF  THE  SPLIT-CANE  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  just  had  our  attention  drawn 
to  your  Occasional  Notes  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  5,  stating 
that  split-cane  rods  were  not  in  high  repute  some 
years  ago  on  account  of  the  cheaj)  American  rods  im- 
ported then,  until  Messrs.  Hardy  commenced  making 
them. 

For  many  years,  at  least  fifty,  we  have  made  a 
specialty  of  split-cane  rods,  which  fact  is  well  known 
to  trout  anglers  ;  and  for  the  last  thirty  years  we  have 
manufactured  them  of  six  x^ieces  or  strips  instead  of 
three  as  previously,  and  selling  as  many  as  we  could 
produce.  But  the  reason  of  their  not  being  used  by 
the  multitude  was  their  prohibitive  price — i.e.,  £7  7s. 
Within  the  last  few  years,  having  greatly  improved 
our  method  of  manufacture,  we  have  been  enabled  to 
supply  hand-planed  and  finished  rods  equal  to  any  rod 
made  in  the  world,  both  as  regards  workmanship  and 
action,  for  the  reasonable  figure  of  £3  10s.  for  a  rod 
without  steel  centre,  and  £3  15s.  with  steel  centre. 
And  this  low  figure  places  them  within  the  reach  of 
most  trout  anglers,  as  the  large  quantity  we  have  sold 
proves — a  sale  wliich  is  annually  increasing,  and  may 
be  owing  to  their  perfection  alone,  or  in  conjunction 
with  the  publicity  given  them  in  our  advertisement  in 
the  Gazette. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  that,  being  satisfied  with 
our  sales  of  the  above,  we  have  not  found  it  necessary 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  pushing  our  name  for- 


ward, both  in  the  shape  of  notices  and  advertisements, 
as  we  hold  the  belief— -and  our  experience  justifies  it— 
that  a  good  article  will  always  find  its  market  without 
it.— Yours  truly,  Eaton  &  Dkller. 

Bury-street,  Jermyn-street,  S.W. 

[As  the  Americans  claim  to  have  been  the  first  to 
make  split-cane  rods  of  six  pieces  (hexagonal),  we  are 
glad  to  have  this  note  from  Messrs.  Eeton  &  Deller. 
Some  split  canes  of  their  make  which  we  used  about- 
twenty  years  ago  were  perfection.— Ed.] 


EELS. 

Sir, — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  controversy  about 
eels  won't  go  on  for  ever.  In  the  "  Illustrated  Natural 
History,"  by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.,  F.L.S., 
page  308,  it  says:  "Eels  are  very  tenacious  of  life, 
and  are  able  |o  live  for  a  long  time  when  taken  out  of 
the  water,  owing  to  a  simple  but  beautiful  modification 
of  structure,  which  retains  a  sufficient  amount  of  mois- 
ture to  keep  the  gills  in  a  damp  state  and  able  to 
perform  their  natural  functions.  These  fishes  have 
been  seen  crawling  x)ver  considerable  distances, 
evidently  either  in  search  of  water,  their  own 
dwelling-place  being  nearly  dried,  or  in  quest  of  some 
running  stream  in  whose  waters  they  might  descend 
to  the  sea  after  the  manner  of  their  race.  At  the 
Dargle,  near  Dublin,  I  have  seen  multitudes  of  little 
eels  crawling  up  the  banks,  and  have  been  much 
amused  by  watching  them  wriggle  themselves,  without 
any  apparent  purpose,  over  the  smooth  surface  of  an 
overhanging  rock,  to  which  they  cling,  and  upon  which 
they  moved  as  freely  as  a  fly  ujjon  a  ceiling.  These 
little  eels  were  about  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length, 
and  were  so  active  as  to  escape  the  grasp  unless  the 
hand  was  moved  with  extreme  rapidity."  It  is  to  be 
imagined  that  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the  above 
knew  what  ho  was  writing  about,  but  there  are  persons 
who  will  not  believe  a  thing  unless  they  see  it. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  Charles  Dejonge. 


MORE  ABOUT  EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  you  are  by  this  time  tired 
of  eel  stories,  but  I  must  tell  you  one  more.  In  your 
issue  of  Saturday  last  (19th  inst.)  I  saw  a  letter  signed 
"  Old  Nick,"  who  is,  I  am  sure,  a  very  old  friend  of 
mine,  and  with  whom  I  have  had  many  a  day's  fish- 
ing at  Sunbury. 

I  was  fishing  last  summer  with  some  friends  on 
Fritton  Decoy.  We  were  having  good  all-round 
sport,  when  all  of  a  sudden  one  of  our  party  nearly 
had  the  rod  pulled  out  of  his  hands.  He  had  hooked 
an  enormous  eel,  so  big  that  it  really  frightened  us 
all.  Well,  we  got  hold  of  him  by  means  of  a  piece  of 
sacking,  and  managed  to  cut  his  head  off.  Now  comes 
the  uncanny  and  extraordinary  part  of  the  tale.  The 
eel  (minus  his  head)  slipped  over  the  side  of  the  boat, 
and,  to  our  horror,  would  not  leave  us,  but  kept 
swimming  round  and  round.  I  suggested  (as  a  sort  of 
grim  joke),  "  Let's  throw  him  his  head,"  which  we 
did,  and  the  eel,  wonderful  to  relate,  seemed  to  join 
his  body  to  the  head,  and  then  sank  out  of  sight. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  invented  a 
bit  of  ledger  tackle  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  sending  you  in  a  day  or  so,  if  you  will  kindly  accept 
it. — I'ours  truly,  E.  G.  Burling. 


EELS  CAUGHT  IN  A  TRAP  ON  LAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Thanks  for  article  on  my  fishery  in  last 
week's  issue.  I  send  you  a  short  account  re  eels 
travelling  over  land.  I  have  a  14-acre  lake,  from 
which  I  get  power  for  my  turbine  which  drives  the 
electric  light.  It  has  a  bank  20  feet  high,  and  no  out- 
let or  inlet ;  it  is  fed  by  springs.  It  has  never  run  over 
the  overflow  for  twenty  years  until  this  year.  I  have 
run  it  off  several  times,  and  always  found  a  number  of 
large  eels,  2Jlb.  to  4Jlb.  weight,  but  never  any  small 
ones;  however,  they  may  have  been  hidden  in  the 
mud.  The  pijies  that  lead  the  water  to  the  turbine 
are  protected  by  a  fine  perforated  copper  screen  with 
J-inch  holes,  but  on  several  occasions  I  have  haJ  my 
turbine  stox)ped  with  eels  about  l|lb.,  and  on  several 
occasions,  when  a  joint  has  been  blown,  several  eels 
about  10  inches  long  have  come  through  the  joint. 
The  xjressure  in  the  pipes  is  1751b.  to  the  square  inch, 
the  fall  being  831  feet.  These  eels  must  have  got 
through  the  screen  when  very  small,  and  grown  in 
the  pipes.  How  they  could  do  so  with  that  pressure 
is  a  mystery  to-  me ;  the  turbine  is  12-horse  power. 
I  have  also  another  pond  in  which  I  set  an  eel  trap, 
and  this  trap  was  taken  out  of  the  pond  and  put  high, 
and  dry  on  the  bank  ;  the  bait  was  not  removed,  and 
on  going  to  set  it  again  I  found  two  eels  in  it.  These 
must  have  climbed  up  the  bank.  I  have  always  been 
given  to  understand  that  eels,  so  long  as  they  remained 
in  fresh  water,  were  neither  male  nor  female,  and  that 
their  genital  organs  were  not  formed  until  they  got 
down  into  brackish  water,  where  they  spawn  and  then 
die.  You  never  see  anything  but  small  eels  come  up 
a  river  :  the  big  ones  are  always  caught  going  down  to 
the  brackish  water. — Yours  truly, 

Christ.  W.  Wilson. 

Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
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FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  query  in  the  Fishing 
GmcUc  of  Jan.  19,  there  is  good  sea  fishing  at  Durban 
and  False  Bay.  I  know  a  gentleman  who  captured 
1,1001b.  weight  of  stein  bass  with  rod  and  line,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  801b. 

G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Hajonarket,  S.W.,  are  makers  of 
a  special  rod,  reel,  and  line  for  stein  bass  fishing  in 
South  Africa.— Yours  truly,  C.  E.  Noon. 

Walworth,  S.E. 

[If  Messrs.  Little  could  make  some  tackle  that 
would  capture  Steyn  they  would  make  their  fortunes. 
—Ed.] 

MORE  ABOUT  NEW  ZEALAND  TROUT 
FISHING. 

Deab  Sir, — You  may  think  the  enclosed  extract 
from  my  friend  Mr.  T.  Horton's  letter  from  Marl- 
borough,' New  Zealand,  of  Dec.  4  last  (g.f .),  and  the 
cutting  from  Otago  Daily  Times  of  same  date,  worth 
inserting. 

The  rivers  mentioned  are  but  types  of  hundreds  of 
others  in  the  South  Island,  five  hundred  miles  in 
length,  from  the  giant  Waitaki,  the  boundary  of  Otago 
and  Canterbury  Provinces,  to  bright  little  mountain 
and  hill  burns.  To  what  weight  the  trout  in  the  great 
lakes  Ohau,  Tekapo,  and  Ahuriri,  which  feed  Waitaki, 
or  in  Wauaka  and  Wakatipu,  go,  is  hard  to  arrive  at. 
So  far  as  my  experience  goes  they  are  very  chary  of 
taking  any  lure.  Very  heavy  fish  have,  however,  been 
netted  in  them,  and,  presumably,  still  heavier  seen. 
The  rivers  referred  to  by  Mr.  Horton  I  know  well, 
having,  during  my  secretaryship  of  the  Marlborough 
Acclimatisation  Society  from  1877  to  1885,  introduced 
in  them,  and  others  in  the  district,  some  25,000  trout, 
chiefly  from  Tasmanian  ova. 

Some  years  prior  to  1877,  500  had  been  put  down, 
from,  I  think,  the  Christchurch  Society.  In  the  large 
Marlborough  rivers  I  question  if  these  left  any  mark. 
Four  or  five  years  ago  a  friend,  Mr.  J.  Redwood,  sent 
me  a  beautiful  fish  taken  in  the  tidal  water  of  the 
Wairau  by  a  fisherman  netting  mullet,  which  weighed 
24ilb.  This  was  frozen,  and,  stuffed,  is  now  in  the 
college  museum  here.  I  do  not  think  it  was  one  of 
the  original  500.  Before  I  left  New  Zealand,  in  1885, 
I  had  one  of  131b.,  and  many  much  heavier  fish  had 
been  seen  by  myself  and  others. — Yours  truly, 

J.  R.  W.  Cook. 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Cook.  Here  is  the  extract 
from  Mr.  Horton's  letter  of  Deo.  4  : — 

"  Except  a  few  quail,  there  is  nothing  left  to  shoot. 
The  trout,  however,  are  thriving,  but  they  are  as  shy 
as  ever.  Now  and  then  one  is  taken  with  the  rod,  but 
we  get  them  in  nets  from  101b.  to  301b.  My  son 
went  to  Picton,  and  fished  that  stream  one  evening, 
and  landed  14J  brace  of  trout  from  lib.  to  31b. ;  and 
his  friend  caught  a  25-pounder  in  the  Omikee  with  a 
minnow." 

The  Otago  Daily  Times  extract  is  as  follows  : — 
"  Angling  Notes. 

"  Master  W.  Turnbull,  of  Gore,  caught  39  fine  fish 
in  the  Otamete  during  two  consecutive  daj's  recently 
(says  the  Ensign).  The  Oreti  is  reported  to  be  in 
splendid  trim  for  the  fly  in  the  vicinity  of  Lumsden, 
and  several  good  baskets  have  been  made.  On  Tues- 
day Mr.  Milne,  of  the  Elbow  Hotel,  took  17  nice  trout 
in  a  little  over  two  hours,  the  fish  averaging  l|Ib. 
The  Mataura  River  at  Parrawa  is  quite  clear  as  yet,  no 
dredging  work  being  in  progress  to  sully  its  limpidity. 
In  consequence,  fish  are  very  numerous,  and  of  good 
average  size  and  weight. 

"On  Wednesday  Mrs.  F.  H.  Wilson,  of  Orepuki, 
had  a  very  successful  day's  fishing  at  the  Waiau  River. 
This  lady  secured  four  splendid  trout,  totalling  201b., 
one  of  which  weighed  close  upon  71b.  On  Sunday  last 
whitebait  were  so  thick  near  the  mouth  of  the  Waiau 
that  some  anglers  scooped  them  out  with  their  hands. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  waste  of  time  to  try 
for  trout.  One  of  these  anglers  states  that  until  lately 
whitebait  were  unknown  in  the  Waiau.  The  shoals 
are  increasing  yearly  in  Southland  generally. — South- 
land Ncius. 

"  There  is  a  large  number  of  anglers  on  the  Waitaki 
River  Just  now,  and  fish  are  plentiful.  The  whitebait 
'are  at  present  going  up  the  river  in  shoals,  and  con- 
sequently trout  are  about  in  large  numbers.  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Waimate,got  nine  last  week,  one  going  161b. 

"  The  Temuka  Leader  says  that  fish  are  literally 
swarming  in  the  Opihi.  From  one  hole  near  Pleasant 
Point  nearly  300  have  been  taken. 

"Mr.  Jno.  S.  Adams  had  a  few  days'  very  successful 
fishing  at  the  Waitaki  last  week,  landing  a  dozen 
beautiful  trout,  ranging  in  weight  from  121b.  to  171b." 


TO  MAKE  PLASTER  CASTS  OP  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  for  Jan.  5  a  brother  asks 
for  a  few  directions  as  to  making  plaster  casts  of  fish, 
and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  (through  a  friend  of  mine  who 
has  taxidermy  for  his  hobby)  to  oblige. 

First  wash  the  fish  lightly  with  vinegar  to  remove 
all  slime,  and  then  place  it  on  a  square  of  cardboard  on 
a  level  table.  Nail  four  xjieces  of  board  together  so  as 
to  form  a  sort  of  bottomless  box  about  three  inches 


larger  each  way — breadth,  width,  and  depth — than  the 
fish,  and  place  it  over  the  fish.  Get  some  little  pieces 
of  wood,  and  pack  them  round  the  fish  so  that  it  lies 
level  and  naturally. 

Now  add  some  soft-working  clay  over  these  pieces  of 
wood  and  round  the  lower  half  of  the  fish  until  it  is 
quite  hidden,  and  the  clay  level  with  and  supporting 
the  dorsal  fins  and  the  tail. 

Open  the  fins  and  tail  out,  and  keep  them  in  position 
by  pushing  a  few  fine  needles  through  the  outside  edge 
and  into  the  clay ;  push  them  well  down. 

With  a  flat  piece  of  wood  level  the  clay  down  all 
round  the  fish.  This  is  important,  for  as  the  fish  is 
now  so  will  it  seem  when  cast. 

Give  both  fish  and  clay  a  good  wetting  with  water. 
Now  mix  some  fine  plaster  of  Paris  and  water  to  a 
creamy  consistency  by  sprinkling  the  plaster  in  the 
water  and  stirring  well.  Mix  enough  to  well  cover  the 
fish  at  once,  and  pour  it  quickly  but  gently  over  the 
fish  and  clay.  Mix  more,  and  pour  it  on  until  it  stands 
about  an  inch  over  the  fish,  then  leave  it  for  an  hour 
or  so  to  set. 

Turn  the  box  and  contents  over  and  take  away  the 
clay  and  the  fish,  and  you  have  a  mould  in  which 
every  scale  has  left  its  impression. 

All  you  have  to  do  now  is  to  give  the  mould  a 
wetting  with  oil,  mix  some  more  plaster  as  before,  and 
pour  it  in  the  mould.  When  this  is  well  set,  it 
should  be  tapped  gently  until  it  separates  from  the 
mould,  and  you  have  a  perfect  impression  of  one  side 
of  the  fish  lying  on  a  slab.  Hoping  this  may  suit, — 
Yours  truly,  Dick  Fletcher. 


RESTOCKING  TROUT  WATERS. 

Sib, — The  restocking  of  trout  waters  being  a  matter 
which  is  occupying  the  attention  of  many  anglers  just 
now,  the  question  whether  Salmo  iredcus  has  justified 
the  claims  made  for  it  is  one  which  may  be  deemed 
not  wholly  inopportune.  Sufficient  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  variety  was  introduced  to  enable  a  definite 
opinion  to  be  formed  of  its  superiority,  or  otherwise, 
over  S.  fario  or  S.  levcncnsis,  when  placed  in  un- 
protected waters  under  perfectly  natural  conditions. 

As  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  have 
been  hoping  to  see  some  accounts .  from  those  who 
have  tried  the  rainbow  in  club  waters,  but  these  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  forthcoming.  Might  I  venture 
to  suggest  to  you,  sir,  that  you  invite  such  reports, 
giving  particulars,  whether  stream  or  enclosed  water, 
high  or  low  temperature,  the  natural  food  it  contains, 
rate  of  growth  of  fish,  and  sport  obtained  ? 

My  own  experience,  if  small,  is  peculiar.  About 
December  1897  a  quantity  of  yearling  rainbows  were 
turned  into  a  small  artificial  lake,  which  was  already 
stocked  with  ordinary  brown  trout,  some  carp,  and  a 
few  tench.  During  the  season  of  1898  rainbows  were 
repeatedly  hooked  and  carefully  returned,  being  under 
limit.  Strange  to  say,  although  the  water  has  been 
frequently  fished,  not  a  single  rainbow  has  been  caught 
during  the  i:iast  two  seasons,  only  the  brown  trout, 
carp,  and  tench  coming  to  the  net.  A  stream  runs 
through  the  lake,  both  inlet  and  outlet  being  guarded 
with  gratings  ;  the  depth  in  deepest  part  will  be  30ft., 
and  the  bottom  staked.  If  the  rainbows  are  still  in 
the  water,  how  can  we  account  for  not  even  an  odd 
one  being  caught  ?  especially  as  bottom  fishing  and 
spinning  are  permitted.  If  they  are  not  there,  how 
have  the}'  escaped,  and  why  have  the  brown  trout 
remained  ?  A  solution  of  this  puzzle,  and  further 
enlightenment  on  the  habits  of  Salmo  iredeus,  would 
be  welcomed  by, — Yours  faithfully.    Little  Mill. 


GOOD  CATCH  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  permission  to  fish  a  private 
water  in  Yorkshire,  I  had  a  few  days'  pike  fishing 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  had  good  sport, 
using  live  bait.  I  had  heard  of  "Turner's  Humane 
Live  Snap  Tackle,"  and  determined  to  try  it.  I  Caught 
13  pike  (largest  13 Jib.,  smallest  61b.),  and  one  perch 
Iflb.  I  am  higlily  delighted  with  this  tackle ; 
it  is  baited  in  an  instant.  I  did  not  miss  a  fish,  and 
struck  immediately  I  perceived  a  run.  I  think  this 
tackle  is  perfection. — Yours  truly, 

C.  F.  Blackburn. 


SURREY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms  will  kindly  read 
Hampshire  and  Surrey  farms  instead  of  streams, 
perhaps  it  will  ]3ut  his  mind  at  rest,  the  trout  in 
question  being  consigned  by  Messrs.  Andrews,  of 
Haslemere,  Surrey. — Yours  faithfully,  Pan. 


ARTIFICIAL  DRESSING  OF  OLIVE  DUNS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  desirous  of  bringing  under  the 
notice  of  the  numerous  experienced  anglers  who  are 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  observations 
regarding  the  artificial  dressing  of  the  Olive  Dun.  In 
doing  this  I  must  own  to  a  selfish  motive — namelj',  a 
wish  to  receive  personal  benefit  (though  I  hope  I  may 
be  able  to  impart  some  information,  however  small, 
from  my  side). 


In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  the  quill  dressing 
of  the  body  of  this  fly  is  an  altogether  satisfactory  one. 

In  the  natural  Olive  Duns  which  I  have  examined 
I  found  tliat  the  alternate  rendering  of  the  dark  and 
light  ribbing  did  not  extend  right  round  the  body  as  is 
represented  in  the  artificial  make.  The  under  side  of 
the  natural  fly  appeared  to  be  pretty  much  of  the 
same  colour  right  along,  the  different  colouring  in  the 
ribbing  running  across  the  back  only.  This  was  more 
noticeable  in  the  flies  which  appeared  on  the  water 
late  on  in  the  season,  in  June  and  July.  In  the  case 
of  these  insects,  the  under  side  was  of  a  very  light 
olive,  and  the  back  beautifully  striped,  not  unlike  th« 
wasp,  but  rendered  ever  so  much  softer. 

In  the  earlier  Olive  Dun  flies,  which  hatch  out  on 
the  Ness  about  mid  March,  there  is  scarcely  any 
difference  in  the  colouring  of  the  dark  olive  rings,  and 
perhaps  much  exception  cannot  be  taken  to  the  dark 
quill  dressing  of  the  artificial  imitation  ;  but  I  found 
that  a  "Hare  Lug"  dressing,  when  bared,  made  a 
better  imitation  of  the  early  appearing  fly  than  the 
dark  quill  did  (at  least  to  the  trout). 

Of  course,  when  a  fly  floats  down  a  stream,  the  fish 
only  see  the  under  side,  and  I  think  the  dressing  of  an 
artificial  fly  should  be  judged  accordingly.  The  wings 
usually  put  on  by  fly-makers  are,  in  my  opinion,  rather 
light  in  colour. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  any  advice  on  this  subject 
from  any  angler  who  has  perhaps  felt  the  same  diffi- 
culty and  surmounted  it. 

On  the  rivers  Ness,  Findhorn,  Conon,  and  many 
others  in  the  north,  the  Olive  Dun  is  the  predominai  t 
fly,  and  in  some  spring  seasons  you  will  scarcely  see 
any  other  on  the  water. 

Anglers  visiting  any  of  these  rivers  in  the  early 
fishing  months  should  see  that  they  have  a  good 
supply  of  these  flies  in  their  cases. — Yours  truly, 

A.  MacDonald. 

[According  to  Mr.  Smurthwaite,  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  one  ought  to  have  at  least  a  dozen  different 
shades  of  the  Olive  Dun,  and  change  as  the  fly 
changes. — Ed.] 

A  CORRECTION  OR  TWO. 

Dear  Sib, — The  description  given  by  your  corre- 
spondent "  F.  S.  P.  "  of  the  metamorphosis  of  a 
lepidopterous  insect  "  from  the  pupa  to  the  larva,  and 
from  the  larva,  to  the  imago  "  (or  perfect  winged  state), 
is  directly  at  variance  with  the  statements  of  such 
writers  as  Westwood,  Doubleday,  Stainton,  and  others, 
who  have  hitherto  posed  as  authorities  on  entomolog)', 
and  who  assert  that  the  lepidoptera  changes  from  the 
larva  to  the  pupa,  and  then  after  a  varj'ing  period  of 
quiescence  into  an  imago. 

In  his  account  of  the  emergence  of  the  May  fly 
"  F.  S.  P."  tells  us  "  that  the  wings  are  '  shook  '  up  {sic} 
from  their  beautifully  folded  excrescences  or  rounded 
knobs.  A  few  moments  to  the  breeze  and  the  summer 
sun  ;  the  insect  has  flown,  and  the  case  goes  floating 
on  (delightful)  to  its  destiny  of  decay."  From  my  own 
observations  on  the  emergence  of  insects  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  whatever  the  species  or  the  size, 
some  length  of  time,  i.e.,  from  a  quarter  to  half 
an  hour,  and  on  occasion  a  longer  period,  was 
required  for  the  development  and  drying  of  the  wings 
before  their  owner  could  take  flight.  I  have  watched 
some  thousands  of  one  sort  and  another  of  insects 
during  my  lifetime,  and  have  found  little  variation  on 
this  head. 

As  regards  the  "delicate  web"  of  the  tiger  moth, 
most  naturalists,  including  Westwood,  Doubleday, 
Stainton,  etc.,  labour  under  the  impression  that  it  is 
made  by  the  larva  of  the  tiger  moth  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  the  pupal  stage  in  it.  They  also  positively 
assert  that  the  pupa  of  the  tiger  moth  is,  at  the  onset, 
a  bright  green,  and  yet  "  F.  S.  P."  lays  it  down  that  it  is 
white.  "  F.  S.  P."  says  the  ichneumon  lives  on  the  fat 
or  fluids  of  the  caterpillar,  etc.,  but  the  general  im- 
pression given  by  the  so-called  authorities  is  that 
these  creatures  studiously  avoid  the  fluids  and  pay 
strict  attention  to  the  fat.  "  F.  S.  P."  has,  however, 
demonstrated  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion,  and  one  can 
only  say  in  despair.  Confound  those  empty-headed 
authorities! — Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Simms. 

London,  Jan.  9,  1901. 


A  42lb.  PIKE  IN  A  CASE  AT  LEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  lines  from  an  old  admirer  of  your 
paper,  which,  if  you  think  it  will  interest  your  readers, 
will  please  us. 

During  a  short  visit  to  Leeds  last  week  I  called  on 
my  old  friend  W.  Ct.  Royston,  of  the  West  Riding 
Hotel,  who  is  ex-president  of  the  Amalgamated 
Society. 

In  conversation  on  matters  piscatorial,  he  advised 
me  to  see  two  giant  pike  at  his  friend's  house  almost 
next  door.  So  we  went  to  Hallam's  Great  Northern 
Hotel. 

In  the  case  which  first  caught  my  eye  was  a 
beautiful  hen  fish  of  421b.,  beautifully  marked,  in 
excellent  condition,  and  deep  throughout,  almost  to  the 
tail.  On  the  opposite  wall  was  the  fish,  a  cock  fish  of 
fine  shape.     Another  case,  a  pike  14Jlb.,  caught  by 
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Mr.  P.  Slater,  only  tends  to  show  ofE  the  giant 
dimensions  of  the  other'  two.  And  now  comes  the 
most  curious  item  in  our  visit. 

By  a  purely  accidental  arrangement  of  the  large 
mirrors  round  the  room  two  different  views  of  the 
cases  can  be  obtained.  Entering  the  room,  and 
standing  just  inside  the  doorway,  sis  cases  of  pike  can 
be  seen  hanging  in  the  room.  Twice  three  are  equal 
to  six,  I  can  quite  understand.  Moving  about  a  yard  or 
less  to  the  left  from  above  position  eight  cases  of  pike 
can  be  seen  in  this  room. 

Now,  Mr.iMarston,  this  was  too  much  for  me,  so  I 
took  next  train  back  to  Manchester,  and  that  night 
dreamed  of  new  multiplication  tables,  etc.  It  was 
not  what  we  had,  either,  and  what  we  did  have  was 
good.— Yours  truly,  W.  C.  Koach, 

Director  of  late  Manchester 
Fisheries  Exhibition. 


"FISHING  NEAR  HONG  KONG." 
Deab  Sib,— In  reference  to  Mr.  P.  W.  G.  Goldring's 
inquiry  as  to  the  fishing  to  be  had  at  Hong  Kong,  I 
may  mention  that  my  late  brother,  Dr.  W.  A.  Harland 
(Colonial  surgeon,  after  a  twelve  years'  residence 
there,  and  where  he  died  in  1858,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  "Happy  Valley"  Cemetery),  told  me  that  he 
frequently  fished  in  the  bay,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours'  fishing  caught  about  twenty  varieties  of  fish 
of  rainbow  colours ;  the  gorgeous  colours  of  which 
departed  within  an  hour  or  so  of  capture.  He 
bequeathed  a  small  collection  of  these  fish — preserved 
in  spirits — to  the  Scarborough  Museum,  but  they  are, 
of  course,  colourless.  As  to  inland  fishing,  he  referred 
to  his  scrambles  in  the  mountains  up  small  streamlets 
in  search  of  ferns,  discovering  several  new  species 
which  were  named  after  him,  and  bequeathed  to  the 
museum  at  Kew,  but  from  what  he  said  of  the  stream- 
lets I  should  imagine  that  they  are  too  small  and  too 
precipitous  to  contain  any  fish.  If  some  of  the 
gorgeously  coloured  fish  to  be  caught  in  the  bay  could 
be  preserved,  and  their  varied  colours  (by  paint  or 
otherwise),  and  sent  to  the  South  Kensington  Museum, 
I  feel  sure  they  would  be  more  than  acceptable. — 
Faithfully  yours,  H.  S.  Haeland. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  ICELAND. 
Dear  Sib, — I  note  your  remarks  in  the  last  Fishing 
Gazc^ie  on  "  Wonderful  Salmon  Fishing  in  Iceland." 
I  had  already  read  the  advertisement  in  the  Field, 
and  recognised,  with  a  sigh,  the  description  of  my  old 
river.  From  my  experience,  I  should  say  that  the 
takes  have  not  been  exaggerated.  In  1886,  between 
June  25  and  Aug.  27,  I  killed  599  salmon  and  grilse 
(not  499,  as  you  -say),  and  on  July  26  of  that  year  I 
made  the  record  bag — for  me — of  thirty-seven.  Mine 
was  the  only  rod  on  the  water,  and  fly  the  only  lure 
used.  Another  rod  would,  no  doubt,  have  accounted 
for  as  many  fish  as  mine  did.  My  rights  only  extended 
to  the  falls.  Below,  the  river  was  heavily  trapped  at 
the  mouth,  and  I  always  wondered  that  so  many  fish 
passed  the  traps  the  waterfalls,  one  of  which  is,  I 
should  say,  80ft.  to  100ft.  high.  If  it  were  possible  to 
circumvent  these  falls  by  fish-ladders,  ■  I  believe  the 
number  of  fish  would  be  practically  unlimited,  and 
more  big  ones  would  be  caught.  The  largest  I  ever 
took  was  over  191b.,  and  that  below  the  fall,  where  I 
sometimes  fished  by  permission  of  the  proprietor, 
Hcrra  Thomsen ;  but  between  the  falls  and  the  sea 
the  river  forks  into  two  shallow  branches,  practically 
without  pools,  affording  poor  sport  to  the  fly  fisher, 
but  yielding  rare  booty  at  times  to  the  local  worm 
and  mussel  fisher.  This  fishing  improved  by  leaps 
and  bounds  after  the  law  was  passed — I  think  in  1885 
—ordaining  that  the  traps  should  be  left  open  from 
Saturday  night  until  Monday  morning. — Truly  yours, 

M.  B. 


LOCH  TAY  PHANTOMS. 
SiE, — Will  some  reader  who  knows  kindly  say  what 
is  the  favourite  size  (please  give  inches)  and  sort 
(colom',  etc.)  of  phantom  for  the  early  fishing  on  Loch 
Tay ;  also,  (2)  whether  the  phantom  is  the  best  all- 
round  bait  for  this  fishing  ? — Yours  truly,  M. 

Be  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Dear  Sir, — We  can  give  every  information  to  your 
correspondent,  if  he  will  kindly  write  or  call  upon  us. 
We  also  keep  the  necessary  tackle,  etc.  Thanks  very 
much  for  reply  in  Fishing  Gazette  re  fishing  in  Corsica. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  Bernard  &  Son. 

P.S. — When  you  are  this  way  we  should  like  you  to 
see  our  best  split-cane  rods. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Emery's  paper  on  this  subject  in 
your  issue  of  Jan.  19  proved  very  interesting  reading. 
He^  is  thorough,  thoughtful,  and  practical,  and  his 
article  bears  evidence  from  beginning  to  end  of  an 
expert  hand,  not  only  in  fishing  but  writing. 

Away  back  in  December  1882  I  remember  taking 
part  in  a  controversy  on  "  The  Battle  of  Styles  "  (vide 
Fishing   Gazette,  vol.  vi.  page   605).    Here  let  me 
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assure  Mr.  Emery  that  I  disown  any  captious  inten- 
tions in  regard  to  his  paper :  he  writes  to  instruct, 
and  I  should  be  a  cad  to  carp  at  information  so  freely 
and  generously  given. 

He  makes  it  clear  that  there  are  three  different 
styles  in  vogue— the  "Thames,"  the  "Nottingham," 
and  a  sort  of  bastard  or  combination  of  these  which, 
for  brevity's  sake,  might  be  christened  the  "  figure  8;" 
because  recovering  line  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  corre- 
sponds exactly  to  such  figure.  This  is  my  favourite 
style,  and  was  taught  me  by  a  past  master  of  the  art 
forty-two  j'ears  ago,  therefore  it  is  nothing  new.  Still, 
I  have  a  sneaking  regard  for  the  Nottingham  style, 
especially  for  heavy  baits :  it  is  neat,  clean,  and 
effective,  but  not  practicable  for  minnow  spinning,  by 
reason  of  the  lightness  of  such  bait.  I  have  yet  to 
niake  the  acquaintance  of  the  angler  who  can  cast  a 
light  unleaded  quill  minnow  from  the  reel ;  indeed,  I 
doubt  whether  such  a  one  exists.  It  is  here,  then, 
that  either  the  Thames  or  figure  8  style  comes  in, 
and  I  prefer  the  latter,  because  the  line  in  hand  does 
not  get  entangled  in  reeds,  sticks,  or  brambles,  and 
one  can  fish  from  positions  where  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  to  adopt  the  Thames  style.  A  stiff-dressed 
line  is  absolutely  necessary,  otherwise  the  "  coiling," 
which  is  simplicity  itself,'  would  result  in  a  tangle, 
and  I  opine  it  is  here  where  most  anglers  fail.  An 
undressed  line  would  assuredly  kink  and  disgust  the 
operator.  The  thumb  and  little  finger  of  the  left 
hand  lend  themselves  readily  to  the  trick  of  "coiling." 
And  it  is  not  so  very  difficult  to  accomplish  after  all, 
Mr.  E.  Like  every  art,  it  requires  practice.  I  will 
guarantee  any  one  may  learn  how  to  do  it  in  his  back 
yard  in  half  a  dozen  tries.  Put  together  rod,  reel, 
and  line,  and  in  place  of  bait  use  a  small  potato. 
Why  potato?  Because  it  lends  itself  readily,  by  its 
rotundity  and  weight,  to  casting  and  recovering  "line. 
The  tyro  soon  gets  into  the  swing  of  the  thing. 

Punch  a  hole  through  the  spud  with  a  quill,  the 
end  of  which  must  be  cut  off  clean,  and  it  drills  a 
hole  clean,  preventing  the  potato  from  splitting  up. 
Pass  the  line  through  and  fasten  securely  to  a  bit  of 
stick — half  an  inch  cut  off  a  penholder  will  do.  Pull 
off  line  about  thrice  the  length  of  rod,  then  swing  out 
or  cast  yoiu'  potato  and  begin  slowly  to  coil,  first 
with  the  thumb  and  then  the  little  finger.  You  will 
be  surprised  how  easily  it  is  done;  the  loop  8  comes 
quite  naturally,  and  falls  into  folds  one  on  top  of  the 
other  as  though  they  could  not  help  it. 

As  to  playing  a  fish  when  hooked,  there  should  be 
no  more  difficulty  in  that  than  playing  it  from  the 
reel.  The  hand  is  the  substitute,  and  a  docile  one  too. 
The  plunges  of  the  fish  may  always  be  met  by  the  give 
and  take  of  line  just  the  same  as  from  a  reel.  I  am 
certain  this  style  will  prove  not  only  a  pleasure,  but 
add  to  success  in  catching  fish,  inasmuch  as  the  very 
lightest  bait  can  be  cast  to  a  nicety,  and  without  any 
splash— a  desideratum  if  you  want  something  inside 
your  creel.  It  can  be  adapted  to  "  Ariel's  "  method  of 
"Fly  Fishing  Spinning"  so  admirably  taught  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  (Dec.  30,  1882,  page  628). 

With  regard  to  the  method  of  fixing  the  reel  when 
spinning  for  pike  Nottingham  style,  I  always  fix  my 
handles  to  left,  and  wind  up  with  the  left  hand,  and  I 
am  not  left-handed  either.  My  little  hoy,  ten  years 
old,  learnt  the  knack  in  about  three  times'  trying. 

In  fixing  handles  to  right  the  angler  must  change 
hands  after  every  cast,  because  the  left  hand  controls 
the  reel  when  the  oast  out  is  made,  whereas  the  right 
hand  has  to  be  shifted  from  rod  to  reel  for  winding 
purposes.  The  left-hander  makes  no  such  change ; 
that  member  controls  the  reel  always,  leaving  the 
right  free  to  manipulate  the  rod,  and  this  is  where 
the  ambidexter  hand  has  the  advantage. — Yours  truly. 
The  Boston  Bittern. 


A  NEW  SOCIAL  CLUB. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  be  allowed  a  small  space  to  ask 
anglers  generally  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  form 
a  club  on  the  lines  of  the  service  and  sports,  etc., 
clubs  ?  I  mean  a  social  club,  which  anglers  from  any 
good  fishing  club  could  join. 

I  think  a  nice,  comfortable  club,  in  a  central  posi- 
tion, would  be  a  boon  to  anglers  visiting  London,  and 
to  those  resident  therein,  and  would  afford  a  good 
opportunity  for  gentlemen  of  the  angle  to  meet  socially 
to  their  mutual  benefit  and  good-fellowship. 

There  could  be  a  quarterly  or  half-yearly  subscrip- 
tion, an  entrance  fee,  and,  with  the  profit  from  refresh- 
ments and  other  items,  I  think  a  very  decent  club 
could  be  maintained — of  course  with  a  good  number 
of  members. 

I  would  be  glad  to  act  as  one  of  a  formation  com- 
mittee, and  to  subscribe  a  guinea  towards  the  forma- 
tion fund. — Yours,  etc.,  W.  Murray  Norrie. 


PIKE  IN  ,THB  DARENTH.' 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  inform  me  who  are 
the  most  satisfactory  people  for  clearing  pike  out  of 
stream,  and  if  you  have  any  who  advertise  in  your 
paper  whom  you  can  recommend  ? — Yours  truly, 

Sutton-at-Hone.  John  Russell. 

[We  advise  our  correspondeat  to  consult  Mr.  W.  H. 
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Pope,  South  of  England  Fisheries  Agency,  Salisbury. 
Mr.  Pope  has  made  a  study  of  pike  extermination. 
Mr.  Pope  will,  of  course,  say  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  rid  of  pike  in  one  stretch  of  a  stream,  if  there  are"" 
pike  in  the  stream  above  or  below,  unless  tliere  is  a' 
weir  below.  In  our  experience,  nothing  but  systematic 
and  thorough  netting  all  along  the  river  will  really  do 
much  good.  We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  pike  are  in- 
creasing so  in  the  lovely  little  Darenth,  especially  now" 
the  water  is  being  stolen  by  deep- well  sinking,  as  |it  is 
in  Hertfordshire. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  CANADA.  ' 

Sir,— During  the  coming  summer  I  expect  to  be 
travelling  over  a  good  part  of  Canada— from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  North-West  Territories  and  also  Nova 
Scotia.  Being  an  ardent  fisherman,  I  shall  of  course 
take  my  rod.  I  understand  that  most  of  the  rivers 
and  lakes  teem  with  huge  trout,  salmon  trout, 
"  lunge,"  and,  in  some  cases,  sturgeon.  Could  you,  j 
sir,  or  any  friendly  angler  knowing  the  waters  of  the 
Dominion,  give  me  information  as  to  the  other 
varieties  of  fish  to  be  met  with,  and  the  best  lures  to 
be  used  for  their  capture  ?  There  must  be  many  fish 
which  provide  good  sport  that  we  over  here  do  not 
hear  or  read  anything  about.  What  small  fish  do  the 
lunge  and  pike  feed  on  ?  Are  there  fish  of  the  same 
species  as  the  members  of  the  carp  family  found  in 
England?  Any  information  would  be  gratefully 
received  by,— Yom-s  truly,  "  Enquirer." 

Newton  Abbot. 

["  Enquirer  "  will  be  all  right  if  he  takes  the  same 
kinds  of  rods  and  flies  and  general  tacl:le  as  he  would 
for  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing,  brown  trout,  and  big 
pike  fishing  in  the  United  Kingdom.  We  advise  him  ' 
to  take  a  few  of  Mr.  .Geen's  new  combination  "spoon 
phantom,"  also  red  and  blue  sealskin  phantoms,  and 
of  course  a  good  assortment  of  Standard  salmon  and  ' 
sea  trout  flies. — Ed.] 


TAPE  WORMS  IN  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir,— When  out  , fishing  on  Dec.  30  last  I 
caught,  among  others,  a  small  roach,  certainly  not  ' 
over  3oz.  in  weight,  which  on  being  opened  was  i 
found  to  contain  a  tape  worm  over  26  inches  in'- 
length.    My  object  in  writing  is  to  ask  you  if  this  is  ' 
not  an  unusual  occurrence,  as  in  all  my  thirty  years  of 
angling  I  never  experienced  such  a  thing  before.  I 
may  mention  that  I  have  preserved  the  worm  in  a 
bottle,  and  left  it  at  my  club-house,  the  Golden  Barbel 
Angling  Society,   Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-street, 
Middlesex  Hospital,  W.,,  for  the  inspection  of  any 
angler  who  may  feel  interested  and  care  to  see  it. 

Trusting  that  I  may  see  your  answer  in  the  next  or 
subsequent  issue  of  the  Gazette— 1  remain,  yours 
faithfully,  "Tight  Line." 

[All  fish  are  subject  to  parasites  of  this  kind  occa- 
sionally.— Ed.] 

CURIOUS  RECIPE  FOR  (EXTRACTING  HOOKS 
FROM  FINGERS. 

Dear  Sir,— On  page  111  of  that  excellent  Waltonian 
book  "  An  Old  Man's  Holidays  "  is  related  an  incident 
which  recalls  to  memory  a  similar  mishap  to  myself 
many  years  ago. 

I  was  fishing  for  trout  in  the  river  Sessera,  a  rock- 
bedded  stream  rushing  through  the  mountain  gorges 
of  a  Piedmontese  valley  not  many  miles  south  of 
Monte  Rosa.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  and  almost 
dark  when  leaving  the  side  of  the  torrent,  and  I  was 
scrambling  up  the  rough  hillside  to  try  and  regain 
the  footpath  to  the  village.  Unluckily  the  rod  and 
tackle  were  not  dismounted,  and  during  the  climb  a 
hook  still  attached  and  dangling  from  the  rod  found  a 
secure  lodgment  in  the  third  finger  of  my  disengaged 
hand.  No  effort  would  move  it,  but  the  shank  broke 
off,  leaving  the  barb  and  part  of  the  bend  close  to  the 
bone.  There  it  remained  for  some  days,  till  inflam- 
mation set  in  and  rendered  its  removal  imperatiye. 

The  local  surgeon  strongly  recommended  the  knife — 
it  would  be  out  in  a  trice,  he  said. 

But  I  happened  to  consult  an  old  peasant  angler, 
who  looked  wise,  and  promised  that  if  his  instructions 
were  followed  the  hook  should  be  out  by  domane. 

I  was  sceptical,  but  submitted  to  the  treatment  with 
good  grace,  as  there  was  just  a  chance  that  it  might 
answer.  I  was  given  a  piece  of  a  darkish  substance, 
about  the  size  of  a  pea-nut  and  of  the  colour  and  con- 
sistency of  liquorice.  This  I  was  told  to  jilace  on  the 
spot  where  the  steel  had  entered,  carefully  bind  it 
there  with  an  old  handkerchief,  and  await  results. 

I  did  so  before  going  to  bed  that  same  evening,  and 
next  morning,  when  I  got  up  and  unbound  the  bandage, 
there  was  the  hook,  barb  and  all,  out  of  the  flesh, 
clinging  to  the  rag. 

The  magnetic  compound  was  pig's  gall,  hung  till  dry 
and  hard  in  its  bladder  in  the  recesses  of  an  old- 
fashioned  chimney  corner,  common  to  many  Alpine 
cottages. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  W.  Kempsteh. 

[The  recipe  is  a  very  curious  one — we  never  heard 
of  it  before  ;  unfortunately,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  handy 
when  wanted  in  this  country. — Ed. J 

{Severql  letters  arc  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Last  week  I  reterrerl  to  the  Heir  Apparent  as 
"  now  Prince  of  Wales."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  he 
will  assume  that  most  popular  of  titles  before  lon^ , 
but  in  the  meantime  his  Royal  Highness  is  to  be 
known  as  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  York.  Tight 
lines  to  him  when  he  next  seeks  relaxation  from  the 
cares  and  worries  of  his  position  in  some  salmon 
fishing.  He  and  thousands  of  other  anglers  will 
probably  have  plenty  of  time  for  fishing  this  year, 
when  so  many  State  and  social  functions  will  be  in 
abeyance. 


Earlier  Publication  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  often 
come  to  me  from  subscribers  and  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  they  are  unable  to  get  it  on 
Saturday  morning,  I  have  arranged  to  publish  it 
earlier  in  future.  This  will  enable  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Smith  and  Son,  and  other  newsagents,  to  supply 
the  paper  on  Saturday  morning,  and  subscribers  to 
have  their  copies  by  post  at  the  same  time. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  all  who  find  any 
difficulty  in  getting  their  Fishing  Gazette  on  Satur- 
day morning  in  future. 


For  courteously  sending  me  the  names  and 
addresses  of  anglers  who  do  not  take  the  paper,  I 
have  to  thank  many  readers  of  it.  I  have  obtained 
a  great  number  of  names  and  addresses,  and  to 
these  the  paper  will  be  sent  week  by  week  durin" 
the  present  season.  '  ° 


A  correspondent  at  ]3asle,  M.  A.  Schaublin,  asks 
me  if  I  can  help  him  to,  get  from  an  English  trout 
fishing  club  a  set  of  rules  which  will  help  in  getting 
up  a  smiilar  club,  and  to  rent  and  preserve  some 
good  trout  streams  in  the  south  of  the  Black  Forest. 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  secretaries  of  trout  fish- 
ing clubs  who  will  send  me  copies  of  their  rules  to 
send  to  1113'  correspondent. 

M.  Schaublin  says  he  has  read  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  eel  question  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
with  interest,  and  offers  the  following  as  his  con- 
tribution to  it : — 

"  An  old  South  German  sportsman  told  me  that 
he  had  in  years  gone  by  caught  eels  in  a  cm-ious 
way  with  a  professional  fisherman.  They  went  at 
night  with  a  lantern  to  a  stream  well  stocked  with 
eels,  and  selected  a  place  where  a  field  of  clover 
bordered  the  river.  Then  they  sprinkled  ashes 
along  the  bank,  making  a  track  about  a  yard  wide. 
Then  with  sticks  they  beat  the  clover  to  drive  out 
the  eels,  which  in  trying  to  escape  to  the  water 
got  stuck  m  the  ashes,  and  were  easily  caught." 

I  have  seen  a  story  something  like  this  in 
German  works  on  fish  and  fishing.  The  idea  is 
that  the  eels  wander  into  the  wet  grass  and  clover 
in  search  of  snails,  frogs,  and  worms.  I  see  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  do  so. 


Mr.  Eowe,  of  Barnstaple,  the  well-known  fishing 
tackle  maker,  writes :  "  As  regards  your  notes  on 
the  history  of  the  split-cane  rod,  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  a  rod  maker  named  Cobham,  of  Taunton, 
made  rods  of  split  cane  in  the  Forties  ? "  I 
believe  there  was  a  rod  maker  of  that  name  ;  but 
these  rods  were  made  in  London  in  the  Forties 
also. 


Mr.  C.  C.Wood,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  has  designed 
what  he  calls  some  "  Original  Contrivances  for  Use 
at  Brook  Trout  Hatcheries." 


Fig.  1. — Wire  Hatching  Teay. 

This  is  a  hatching  tray  (Fig.  1)  made  entirely  of 
wire.  It  is  raised  up  from  the  bottom  of  the 
hatching  trough  by  a  little  wire  leg  at  each  corner, 
so  when  it  is  placed  in  the  trough  there  is  a  circu- 
lation of  water  underneath  as  well  as  over,  and 
being  all  wire  it  gives  more  room  for  the  eggs,  and 
then  there  is  no  wooden  edge  to  collect  slime  or 
fungus.  Such  a  tray  holds  10,000  eggs,  and  the 
eggs  are  left  there  until  hatched. 


The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews  used  hatching 
trays  made  on  this  principle  twenty  years  ago;  but, 
if  I  remember  correctly,  he  used  a  series  of  them, 
one  over  the  other. 

Another  of  Mr.  Wood's  contrivances  is  a  very 
ingenious  automatic  feeder  for  feeding  very  young 
fry.  In  describing  it  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Fisheries  Society,  Mr.  Wood  said  :— 

"  As  we  feed  all  our  fry,  we  found  it  considerable 
trouble  to  take  care  of  several  hundred  thousand 
trout  fry  when  we  feed  them.  After  fooling  around 
a  good  deal  I  got  up  something  of  this  kind  (Fig.  2). 


Fig.  2.— Automatic  Feeder  for  very  Small  Fky. 

During  the  first  month  of  feeding  we  find  it  a  great 
help.  Aroimd  this  feeder  are  six  holes — three  on 
this  side  and  three  on  this  side  here.  "We  connect 
it  with  the  supply  pipe  in  this  manner.  That  screws 
right  under  there.  "We  set  that  between  the  Uvo 
boxes.  It  sets  like  that.  I  will  take  this  piece  of 
paper  to  illustrate  the  box.  This  pipe  here  is  con- 
nected with  the  supply  reservoir  ;  we  regulate  the 


supply  of  water  \vhich  comes  in  here  up  through 
the  centre  until  the  cup  is  almost  full.  The  current 
keeps  the  water  agitated  and  also  the  food,  and  it 
is  some  little  time  before  the  particles  of  food  find 
those  little  holes  and  go  out,  and  when  they  do 
they  go  witli  a  nice  little  current,  and  the  trout  fry 
will  go  for  them  eagerly.  "We  put  three  of  these 
double  feeders  on  a  box,  and  in  feeding  them  we  go 
along  with  a  quantity  of  food,  taking  it  up  with  a 
syringe  and  putting  a  little  in  each  box.  The  little 
fry  cluster  around  by  the  thousands  at  feeding  time 
and  hustle  for  the  food.  It  is  simple,  and  I  have 
never  seen  anything  like  it  before.  We  like  it  very 
much,  and  have  used  it  for  five  years. 


a  


Fig.  3. — Holder  for  transferring  Tbout  from 
Pond  to  Fish  Carrier. 

"  When  we  make  a  shipment  of  trout,  sending 
out  twenty  or  thirty  cans,  we  often  have  to  turn 
out  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  I  thouglit  of 
something  so  we  could  get  tlie  trout  ready  the  day 
before.  This  does  not  look  like  much  of  a  rigging 
(Fig.  4),  but  I  had  to  think  over  it  for  quite  awhile 
for  all  that.  It  is  better  tlian  a  square  box,  for  this 
reason:  We  put  tliis  in  a  pool  and  count  the  fish 
in  here,  whatever  number  we  want,  100  or  1000. 
In  the  mornmg  we  have  our  cans  ready,  our  express 
team  comes,  and  we  pull  these  out  of  the  water  and 
empty  out  the  fish.  The  pan  holds  some  water, 
enough  to  lubricate  the  fish,  so  to  speak.  The  tin 
on  one  side  keejis  them  from  getting  scraped  on 
the  wire  cloth.  We  take  them  out  and  pour  the 
fish  into  the  can,-  and  sufficient  water  goes  with 
them  to  p.'event  injury." 

Many  a  lot  of  trout  has  been  lost  because  they 
could  not  be  caught  in  time  to  go  by  an  early  fast 
train,  and  so  have  been  sent  by  a  later  slow  one. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  some  of  our 
pisciculturists  think  of  I\Ir.  AVood's  "Notions." 

11.  B.  IMarstox. 


THE  COMING  SALMON  SEASON. 


Not  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  has  there  bsen 
such  a  show  of  early  fish  of  the  spring  migration, 
so  far,  into  the  rivers  and  streams,  all  over  the  noith 
of  Scotland,  as  there  is  at  the  present  time,  and 
some  weeks  have  yet  to  pass  before  the  angling 
season  commences. 

This  is  not  the  glowing  statement  of  a  single 
observer,  but  the  assurance  of  all  those  whose 
duties  are  either  at  the  ri\  erside,  or  whose  hobbies 
lead  them  there.  Nor  is  this  true  of  anj-  one  stream 
in  particular,  but  of  the  salmon  streams  in  general, 
and  particularly  those  with  an  early  run  of  spring 
fish.  That  the  coming  season  is  to  be  a  good  one 
cannot  be  as  yet  vouchsafed,  but  that  the  chances 
are  all  on  the  side  of  its  being  so  is  almost  a  moral 
certainty. 

There  is  always  one  factor  that  cannot  be 
reckoned  with  beforehand,  and  that  is  the  weather. 
The  season  may  have  been  an  open  one. all  through, 
the  fish  may  have  been  ruiming  for  weeks  before- 
hand, and  the  pools  teeming  with  silvery  beauties 
of  the  proper  order,  and  at  the  \  crv  last  moment 
the  whole  ma.\-  be  turned  tops.y-turvy  by  the  vagaries 
of  the  weather  clerk. 
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It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  the  early  spring 
angler  to  be  buoyed  up  with  the  best  liopes  that 
there  was  not  the  sliadow  of  a  reason  for  doubting, 
to  he  elated  at  the  near  approach  of  an  open  and 
propitious  season,  to  have  made  active  preparations, 
and  even  to  have  been  actually  on  the  spot,  when 
all  at  once  these  would  be  suddenly  blighted  by  the 
siidden  advent  of  a  protracted  snowstorm  or  spell 
of  hard  weather,  and  for  daj's,  weeks,  and  e\en  for 
long  periods  on  end,  not  a  line  could  be  got  out  or 
a  fish  properly  covered,  on  accoimt  of  the  Arctic 
conditions  which  prevailed. 

The  opening  season  on  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and 
elsewhere  in  the  far  north  is,  so  far,  the  best  that 
has  been  enjoyed,  both  as  regards  weather  and 
sport,  these  many  years.  It  could  hardly  be  other- 
wise, for  with  very  few  exceptions  within  living 
memory  has  the  weather  up  till  now  been  so  mild 
and  open.  The  temperature  has  been  quite  vernal 
all  the  winter  through,  and  its  beneficent  effect  or 
otherwise  is  now  quite  apparent  in  the  fine  head  of 
early  spring  fish  forward  in  considerable  numbers 
in  the  middle  and  lowec  reaches  of  our  ri\-ers  and 
streams.  The  floods  that  have  been  experienced 
have  partaken  more  of  the  nature  of  rain-floods 
than  those  precipitated  by  snow  broth  and  Arctic 
accumulations  ;  and  on  this  account  the  water  has 
been  much  warmer  than  it  usually  is  at  this  early 
season  of  the  year. 

For  angling  purposes  many  sabnon  rivers,  other 
than  the  Tay  system  and  those  of  the  far  north, 
miglit  have,  with  advantage,  been  thrown  open  to 
rodsmen  at  the  same  time  as  these,  and  had  this 
been  the  case  a  month's  good  angling  would  have 
been  had  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Earn,  Ness,  and  such 
like  early  streams,  to  say  nothing  ofj^he  North  and 
South  Esks,  the  Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  the  Spey, 
as  well  as  many  others  on  which  a  good  head  of 
early  spring  fish  is  now  well  forward.  But  mean- 
time such  is  not  the  case.  Their  ojjening  date  is 
Feb.  11,  and  till  then  the  enthusiastic  and  impatient 
spring  angler  must  grin  and  bear.  As  it  is,  the 
netsmen  are  entirely  out  of  it,  and  when  the  fish 
are  early  into  the  rivers,  when  there  is  no  stake-net 
or  cobble  with  its  sweep-all  to  pass — no  gauntlet 
to  rim,  then  there  has  been  an  immense  gain  to 
the  river  in  thus  getting  a  good  stock  of  early  spring 
fish  before  the  fatal  netsman  has  a  chance  to 
look  in. 

The  early  spring  fish  usually  leave  the  sea  in 
considerable  shoals  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
They  are,  according  to  present  knowledge,  usually 
last  year's  grilse,  although  a  goodly  proportion  of 
heavier  and  older  fish  ma.^'  now  migrate  with  them. 
As  a  rule  they  are  light-weights,  and  ably  fitted  to 
breast  the  hea\  ier  spring  floods  they  are  sure  to 
meet  with  in  their  upward  coiirse.  They  are 
excei'(liiin-l\-  game,  and  readily  rise  to  the  fly, 
especiall\  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  season,  when  it 
is  being  put  over  them  for  the  first  time.  This 
may  be  fancy  on  the  part  of  anglei-s,  but  certainly? 
they  have  good  grounds  for  their  belief,  whether  it 
spring  from  fancy  or  otherwise,  for,  ceteris  paribus, 
the  first  few  days  of  the  new  season  ai'e  always  the 
best. 

Among  early  spring  rivers  the  Don  is  hard  in  the 
running  this  year,  to  adopt  a  sporting  phrase,  and 
means  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  if  appearances 
count  for  anything  at  all.  Last  autumn  the  Don 
astonished  the  angling  world,  and  the  records  made 
there,  questionable  and  otherwise,  showed  the  head 
of  fish  which  was  forward  in  its  pools.  It  was  a 
hard  battle  to  report  the  good  things  then  in  store, 
and  for  this  purpose  we  have  refrained  from  saying 
anything  in  these  columns  or  elsewhere  that  might 
lead  to  false  hopes  in  regard  to  this  much-abused 
river  just  now,  but  this  cannot  be  delayed  any 
longer.  There  is  no  need  for  it,  and  although  the 
Don  may  not,  at  a  jump,  have  as  yet  attained  its 
former  prestige  as  a  first-class  salmon  stream,  yet 
the  show  of  fresh -run  spring  beauties  on  its  lower 
waters  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  sights  we  have 
seen  for  many  years,  and  augurs  well  for  the  coming 
season,  not  only  on  the  Don,  but  all  over. 

G.  M. 


DEATH  OF  MAJOR  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE. 


"We  much  regret  to  hear  of  the  death,  on  Saturday 
last,  of  that  great  salmon  angler  and  charming 
gentleman  Major  John  P.  Traherne.  We  hope  to 
give  his  portrait  and  some  notes  about  him  next 
week,  I 
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SOME  ASPECTS  OF  THE  TEOUT 
PEOBLEM  IN  SCOTLAND. 


The  fact  that,  according  to  Scots  law,  salmon 
fishing  is  a  separate  feudal  estate,  while  trout 
fishmg  is  a  pertinent  of  the  laud,  must,  from  some 
points  of  view,  be  held  accountable  for  the  pro- 
tection afforded  to  salmon,  but  denied  to  trout,  in 
Scotland.  Though  salmon  fishing  commands  a 
higher  sporting  rental  in  the  north  than  trout 
fishing — principally  because  the  latter,  being  more 
plentiful  and  a  pertinent  of  the  land,  is  usually  let 
with  shootings,  and  rarely  by  itself — it  is  scarcely 
correct  to  attribute  the  fact  that  salmon  have  a 
close  season,  and  trout  may  be  killed  all  the  year 
round,  to  the  higher  market  value  of  the  former, 
and  the  higher  rent  waters  holding  salmon 
command. 

The  protection  given  to  salmon  must  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  the  salmon  has  always  been  a 
Royal  fish  in  the  sense  that  all  salmon  fishing  is 
under  the  superiority  of  the  Crown,  and  can  only 
be  acquired  by  special  grant,  or  by  prescriptive  use 
of  an  ample  kind  on  certain  well-defined  titles.  In 
consequence,  the  right  of  taking  salmon  has  always 
been  a  pri^'ilege  jealously  guarded  and  keenly 
sought  after.  Being  a  separate  feudal  estate,  the 
mere  ownership  of  the  whole  bed  of  a  river  con- 
taining the  royal  fish  has  never — save  in  cases  of 
prescription  on  certain  titles— conferred  the  I'ight, 
whUe  it  has  sometunes  been  granted  to  those 
owning  neither  bank. 

The  possession,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  land 
by  the  banks  of  a  river  confers  at  once  the  right  to 
fish  for  trout — a  right  which,  on  the  principle  that 
the  gi-eater  covers  the  less  right,  may  actually  be 
held  in  common  by  the  owner  of  the  bank  and  the 
person  in  the  right  of  the  salmon  fishing,  who 
does  not  own  it.  In  lochs,  again,  the  ownership  of 
a  foot  of  land  on  the  banks  confers  a  right  to  fish 
for  trout  all  over  the  loch  by  any  means  legal  for 
an  owner.  If  we  take  Loch  Tay  as  an  example, 
we  will  find  that,  whereas  the  feudal  estate  of 
sahnon  fishing  is  vested  solely  in  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  every  feuar  whose  feu  extends  to  the 
margin  of  the  loch  has  equal  rights  with  the 
Marquis  in  the  matter  of  trout  fishing. 

It  is  to  this  fact  that  the  gi-eat  extent  of 
nominally  open  trout  fishing  in  Scotland  is  due,  for 
lakes,  when  not  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  one 
proprietor,  cannot  be  closed  to  the  public  without 
the  consent  of  all  the  proprietors.  In  the  case  of 
rivers,  the  ownership  of  both  banks  is  necessary  to 
■  exclude  the  public,  witli  the  result,  apart  from  the 
great  reputation  for  generosity  in  the  matter  of 
trout  fishing  enjoyed  by  Scottish  proprietors,  that 
much  water  is  thrown  open  which  would  be  closed 
if  the  proprietor  of  one  bank  had  his  way,  and 
could  enforce  the  "  middle  line  "  rule  of  division  of 
the  river.  The  legal  difference  between  the  title  to 
salmon  fishing  and  the  right  to  trout  fishing  has, 
without  doubt,  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the 
legislative  neglect  of  trout,  and  it  presents  an 
aspect  of  the  close-season  problem  which 
framers  of  any  remedial  Act  cannot  afford  to 
neglect. 

In  Orkney,  where  netting  trout  is  more  rife  than 
in  any  district  of  Scotland,  this  evil  is  directly 
attributable  to  the  law  as  to  trout  fishing  being  a 
pertinent  of  the  land,  for  under  the  Udal  temire 
land  is  subdivided  into  very  small  portions,  with 
the  result  that  each  portion,  however  small,  confers 
the  same  right  to  trout  fishing  in  the  lakes  with 
which  it  marches  as  if  its  owner  possessed  a  county 
bounded  by  a  lake  all  along  its  border.  In  conse- 
quence, every  little  laird  nets  trout  irrespective  of 
their  size,  and  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
undersized  fish  find  their  way  to  Billingsgate, 
where  they  are  sold  at  highly  remunerative 
prices. 

And  here,  perhaps,  we  have  the  key  to  the  solu- 
tion of  the  whole  problem,  not  only  of  the  close 
season  for  trout,  but  of  the  prevention  of  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  small  fish.  The  man  who 
kills  trout  out  of  season  kills  them  for  market 
purposes,  as  an  examination  of  the  slabs  of  fish- 
mongers in  .most  Scottish  tovms  in  October, 
November,  December,  and  January  will  show. 

If,  therefore,  some  Scottish  member  would  intro- 
duce a  Bill  extending  to  Scotland  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  which  makes  the  exposure  for  sale  of  trout 
in  England,  wheresoever  caught,  illegal  after  Oct.  1, 
he  might  secure  a  safe  passage  for  such  a  measure, 
which  would  be  denied  a  direct  Act  creating  a  close 
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season.  The  effect  would  be  nearly  the  same  as 
such  a  direct  Act. 

In  the  second  place — and  the  writer  urged  this 
reform  in  a  work  published  last  year — there  is 
most  urgently  needed  (not  for  Scotland  alone,  but 
for  the  United  Kingdom)  an  Act  imposing  a  legal 
size  limit  of  sale  on  trout.  That  such  an  Act 
would  do  more  good  to  our  trout  fishing  generally, 
be  a  gi-eater  preventive  of  poaching  than  some 
more  irksome  and  complicated  measure,  and  would 
be  less  costly  than  much  inconsiderate  stocking, 
no  one  can  doubt  who  knows  the  facts. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  strange  anomaly  that  a  single 
parr  in  a  dishful  of  300  or  more  tiny  trout  exposed 
for  sale  may  bring  a  penalty  on  the  head  of  the 
fishmonger,  whereas  for  the  real,  but  not  legal, 
crime  of  capturing,  buying,  and  exposing  for  sale 
these  300  fingerlings  there  is  no  punishment  what- 
soever. 

It  would  not  be  prudent  to  suggest  a  size  limit 
of  capture,  for  the  fish  of  some  burns  and  lakes 
always  are  small,  and  can,  therefore,  be  caught 
without  injury  to  such  waters.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  onus  of  proof  of  place  of  capture,  when 
fish  below  the  legal  size  are  exposed  for  sale,  would 
have  by  the  Act  to  be  thrown  on  the  vendor.  For 
the  throwing  of  such  a  burden  on  him  there  is  the 
precedent  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  sale  of  salmon 
during  the  close  time. 

An  Act  creating  such  a  size  limit  of  legal  sale 
would,  the  writer  believes,  be  welcomed  by  all. 
The  trout  is  of  greater  economic  importance,  and 
lias  a  greater  social  influence  for  good,  than  the 
lobster  and  the  crab,  and  the  protection  which  we 
extend  to  these  crustaceans  in  the  matter  of  size 
limit  of  sale  cannot  therefore  be  justly  denied  to  the 
trout.  Hamish  Stuart. 


THE  MOLE  AT  BUEFOED  BEIDGE. 


It  was  the  loveliness  of  this  very  place  that 
inspired  Keats  to  write  one  of  his  most  famous 
poems ;  writing  it,  tradition  says,  while  staying  at 
the  hotel  near  the  bridge.  And  as  one  leans  on 
the  parapet  and  takes  in  the  charming  scene,  the 
opening  words  of  the  poem  come  to  mind — 
A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  for  ever, 

and  he  feels,  no  wonder  1  that  a  poet  should  have 
been  thus  inspired  in  such  a  spot.  And  it  is 
impossible  to  read  the  poem  through  without 
recognising  here  and  there  touches  of  local 
colour. 

The  little  river,  varying  in  volume  beyond  the 
wont  of  ordinary  streams — as  we  shall  presently 
see — that  runs  beneath  tlie  handsome  bridge  which 
forms  the  subject  of  the  accompanying  illustration 
has  had  the  fortune,  good  or  bad,  to  attract  the 
notice  of  many  other  poets  besides  Keats.  Few 
comparatively  unimportant  rivers  have  been  so 
frequently  referred  to  in  verse  ;  and  its  fortune  must 
surely  be  accounted  good,  inasmuch  as  all  the 
notices  are  laudatory,  not  excepting  those  of 
Milton  and  Pope,  who  both  call  it  "  the  sullen 
Mole." 

The  sullen  Mole  that  runneth  underground 

is  the  former's  reference  to  it. 

The  "  nousling  Mole  "  of  Spenser  (perhaps  of 
doubtful  application) ;  the  "  soft  and  gentle  Mole  " 
of  Drayton;  the  "silent  Mole"  of  Thomson;  the 
"  devious  wanderer  "  of  a  later  poet,  who  sings 
concerning  it — 

In  its  waveless  course 
The  Mole  glides  on,  through  quiet  meadows,  rich 
In  yellow  cowslix),  and  the  tall  foxglove 
With  its  deep  purple  bells,  dew-laden. 

Appropriate  titles  all,  but  perhaps  that  true 
naturalist  and  good  angler  "  A  Son  of  the 
Marshes,"  who  sticks  to  prose,  has  hit  upon  the 
most  truly  poetical  and  suggestive  title  of  all  when 
he  calls  it  "the  woodland  Mole";  for,  says  he, 
most  truly,  "  Go  where  you  will  along  its  course, 
woodlands  surround  you  and  it."  That  assertion 
is  abundantly  verified  to  the  fortunate  obser\'er  in 
regard  to  the  stream  near  Burford  Bridge. 

The  writer  of  this  article  does  not  wish  to  inflict 
on  his  readers  much  information  of  the  guide-book 
kind,  but  it  is  necessary  to  say  that  the  ancient 
name  of  the  river  was  the  Emelin  or  Emley — 
supposed  to  be  derived  from  a  British  word 
signifying  "  the  mill."  And  as  a  mill  stream  the 
Mole  still  holds  its  own,  being  beautiful  to  the  eye, 


February  2,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


75 


and  of  practical  utility  as  well.  A  few  vagaries, 
such  as  Dryden  imagines — 

Old  Homesdale,  the  mother  of  the  Mole- 
mourning  over,  in  regret  for  the  waywardness  and 
unconventionality  of  her  peculiar  daughter,  may 
surely  be  forgiven  to  the  river  on  account  of  its 
industry  as  a  mill  stream,  and  its  beneficence  as  a 
fertiliser  of  many  meadows.  In  Domesday  Book 
nearly  twenty  places  having  mills  are  mentioned  as 
being  on  its  banks. 

"  The  burrowing  Mole,"  as  it  has  been  called, 
suggests  some  of  its  vagaries ;  for,  mole-lil^e,  here 
and  there  it  '•  runneth  imdergroimd,"  as  Milton 
says  of  it.  But  its  nam«  "Mole"  has  really  no 
reference  to  its  burrowing  proclivities.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  the  writer  of  an  excellent  "  History  of 
Surrey  "  that  the  river's  modern  name  is  from  the 
Latin  mola,  and,  seeing  that  mola  means  a  mill,  it 
is  most  likely  that  that  is  the  correct  derivation  of 
the  present  name.  The  substitution  of  the  Latin 
for  the  older  British  name — having  the  same 
meaning — taken  in  conjunction  with  the  many 
indications  along  its  course  of  the  Roman  occupa- 
tion of  om-  country,  is  historically  suggestive  and 
interesting. 

As  this  paper  only  pretends  to  deal  with  the 
Mole  at  Burford  Bridge,  it  would  be  improper  to  | 
digi-ess  hy  tracing  the  river  from  its  source  (which,  j 
by  the  way,  it  is__exceedingly  difficult  to  determine, 


river  disappears,  in  wliole  or  in  part,  to  reappear 
farther  down  its  channel.  The  most  remarkable 
"swallow,"  however,  is  rather  below  Burford 
Bridge. 

In  the  "Magna  Britannica"  it  is  quaintly  recorded 
of  the  Mole  that  "  it  is  swallowed  up  in  a  cavern  at 
the  foot  of  a  hill  (from  whence  it  is  called  there- 
abouts the  Swallow),  and,  having  run  underground 
about  two  miles,  rises  again  and  spreads  itself  into 
so  wide  a  stream  as  to  require  a  bridge  of  many 
arches  (a  stately  bridge  of  stones  and  tyles  laid  Hat 
upon  one  another)  for  a  passage  over  it."  That 
description  states  the  fact,  but  is  rather  misleading 
in  its  terminology.  The  river  does  not  bodily  dis- 
appear for  a  space  of  two  miles,  leaving  no  trace  of 
its  existence  above  gromid.  The  channel  is  plain 
all  the  way,  and  when  the  rainfall  has  been  heavy 
the  stream  runs  in  full  high-banked  course,  and 
the  "swallows"  would  scarcely  be  suspected  by 
any  one  unacquainted  with  the  neighbom-hood.  It 
is  only  in  dry  weather  that  the  "  swallows  "  and 
their  subterranean  courses  are  capacious  enough  to 
empty,  or  nearly  empty,  the  above-ground  channel 
of  the  river.  Yet,  broadly  speaking,  Camden  was 
warranted  in  his  quaint  saying  that,  like  a  famous 
river  of  antiquity,  the  Mole  has  "a  bridge  that 
feeds  several  flocks  of  sheep." 

Darby  Stafford. 
{To  be  continued.) 


tion.  I  reached  tlie  club-house  just  before  eleven, 
and  found  that  I  was  tlie  only  member  who  had 
put  in  an  appearance.  Hastily  putting  my  tackle 
together,  I  mounted  a  small  dace  on  a  Chapman 
spmner,  and  began  operations.  Everything  was 
wrapped  in  the  thick  mist,  and  the  onl^-  sounds  to 
be  heard  were  the  sharp  cry  of  a  startled  moorhen, 
the  quacking  and  splashing  of  a  large  company  of 
wild  ducks,  and  now  and  again  the  hoarse  croak  of 
a  heron.  I  made  tracks  for  the  lower  end  of  the 
lake,  which  is  there  confined  by  a  large  brick  dam, 
and  is  the  deepest  part  of  the  water,  it  varying 
thereabouts  from  ten  to  thirty  feet. 

My  calculations  were  rudely  upset,  however, 
when  I  reached  the  spot,  for  the  water  was  covered 
with  ice  about  as  thick  as  cardboard,  and  spinning 
was,  of  course,  out  of  the  question.  Somewhat 
disgusted,  I  retraced  my  steps  to  the  farther  side, 
where  a  breeze  had  kept  the  ice  from  forming,  and 
began  to  spin  over  a  gravelly  shallow,  about  five 
feet  in  depth.  A  dozen  casts  produced  a  pikelet  of 
Ijlb.,  which  was  returned  to  gi-ow  bigger  and  wiser, 
and  I  shortly  moved  on  a  hundred  yards  or  so  to  a 
stretch  of  deep  water  between  two  weed-beds. 
Coming  suddenly  round  a  point,  I  chanced  upon  a 
couple  of  ducks,  which  arose,  quacking  vociferously, 
and  departed  in  a  gi-eat  huiTy,  leading  me  wishing 
for  my  trusty  double-barrel  in  place  of  my  spinning- 
rod.  Getting  to  work  again,  I  spun  for  "some  time 
without  result;  presently,  however,  there  was  a 
sudden  stoppage  of  the  bait,  seven  or  eight  vards 
from  shore,  followed  by  a  \-icious  tug.  I  struck, 
and  instantly  the  heavy  strain  on  the  line  warned 
me  I  had  hold  of  one  of  the  big  'ims.  He  fought 
more  like  a  carp  than  a  pike,  repeatedly  boring 
down  to  the  bottom,  and  now  and  then  forcing  out 
a  few  yards  of  luae  by  a  heavy  pkmge.  Soon  I  had 
a  glimpse  of  a  golden  side,  and  began  to  glance 
towards  the  gaff,  which  lay  on  the  bank  a  yard  or 
two  away.  He  now  began  to  get  weaker,  and  after 
a  few  more  ineffectual  struggles  I  coaxed  him  into 
shallow  water,  drove  the  gaff  in  under  his  gills, 
and  di-ew  him  high  and  dry.  The  keeper's  boy  now 
appeared  upon  the  scene,  and,  with  a  giin  that  bid 
fair  to  make  the  comers  of  his  mouth  meet  at  the 
back  of  his  neck,  wished  me  a  "  Happy  New  Year," 
and  opined  that  I  had  begun  well.  The  steelyard 
was  then  brought  into  requisition,  and  proclaimed 
Master  Esox  to  be  IS^lb.  in  weight.  He  was  a 
short,  thick  fish,  beautifully  marked,  and  in  the 
very  pmk  of  condition.  "We  administered  the  coiij)  do 
grace,  and  carried  the  fish  into  the  club-room,  and 
I  returned  rejoicing  to  the  fray.  Another  hour  of 
fishmg  produced  a  brace  of  three-pounders,  one  of 
which  I  retained  to  show  the  big  one  off  to  advan- 
tage, and  the  midday  meal  was  then  discussed  with 
much  zest.  Not  long  after  resuming  fishing  I  got 
another  brace  of  small  fish,  which  were  duly 
retm-ned  to  the  water,  and  then,  the  day  ha\in'g 
got  foggier  and  gloomier  than  ever,  the  fish  ceased 
feeding,  and  I  reluctantly  packed  up.  Not  ha\-ing 
a  bag  or  creel  with  me  large  enough  to  accommodate 
the  fish,  the  keeper's  wife  came  to  the  rescue,  and 
packed  him  in  newspapers,  leaving  his  head  and 
tail  visible  at  either  end.  She  remarked,  with  a 
twmkle  in  her  eye,  that  by  the  time  the  news  of 

the  catch  reached  E  (a  station  a  few  miles  up 

the  line)  the  fish  would  have  gro-mi  to  at  least 
a  thh-ty-pounder. 

The  two-mile  walk  to  the  station  seemed  un- 
usually long,  with  twenty-one  poimds  of  pike  and 
my  tackle  to  carry,  and  I  was  not  soitv  when  home 
was  reached,  soon  after  dark.  The  fish  was  mucli 
admired  by  my  relations  and  angling  fi-iends,  and 
the  following  day  saw  it  despatched  to  the  metro- 
polis, whence,  after  a  few  months,  it  returned,  set 
up  as  only  Messrs.  Cooper  know  how. 

As  I  wTite  these  words,  his  grim  outline  shows 
up  well  on  the  wall  before  me,  and  I  find  mvself 
wishing  he  had  been  just  Iflb.  heavier,  and  vowing 
that  now  nothing  less  than  a  thirty-poimder  shaU 
satisfy  my  ambition.  "  C.  E. 


Court  Bouillox,  or  Stock  ix  which  to  Boil 
Fish.— Court  Bouillon  is  a  highly  seasoned  stock, 
used  to  boil  fresh-water  fish,  thereby  redeeming  its 
general  tastelessness.  It  is  prepared  as  follows  :  Put 
in  a  gallon  stewpan  one  sliced  carrot,  say  four  ounces, 
two  bay  leaves,  one  sprig  of  thyme,  one  ounce  of 
butter,  one  ounce  of  salt,  half  ounce  of  whole  pepper. 
Stir  over  the  fire  for  ten  minutes,  add  two  quarts  of 
water  'and  half  a  pint  of  vinegar,  and  simmer  an 
hour  on  the  stove  corner  ;  strain  in  a  basin,  and  reserve 
till  wanted.  Court  Bouillon  will  keep  a  long  time  if 
boiled  every  four  days,  adding  one  pint  of  water  each 
time. 


Fi'om  a  phulo  by] 


Burford  Bridge,  over  Eiver  Mole,  near  Dorking,  Surrey. 


[C.  S.  Sargisson. 


it  having,  as  one  topographer  says  of  it,  as  many 
sources  as  the  Nile)  to  its  outfall  into  the  Thames 
nearly  opposite  Hampton  Court.  But  a  brief 
journey  from  the  bridge  up  and  down  the  stream 
may  be  mdulged  in.  Not  that  there  is  any  need  to 
leave  the  bridge  itself  to  find  material  enough  for 
a  dozen  articles.  The  hills  around,  the  meadows 
by  the  stream,  the  fish  and  waterfowl— to  say 
nothing  of  the  multiple  more  minute  life— of  the 
river  itself,  the  constant  succession  of  passengers 
along  the  road,  the  historic  mn-  at  which  Nelson 
stayed,  shortly  before  he  went  afloat  to  fight  and 
die  in  glory  at  Trafalgar— all  these,  and  a  score  other 
matters,  might  well  engage  one's  pen.  No  wonder 
that  the  hotel  by  the  bridge  is  a  favourite  resting 
place  with  artists,  actors,  and  literary  men.  Within 
easy  reach  of  town,  this  valley  is  a  veritable 
paradise  for  a  bram-wearied  man.  But  we  are 
here,  leanmg  over  the  bridge,  looking  on  the  river 
with  eyes  of  anglers  and  naturalists— for  to  say  of 
a  man  that  he  is  an  angler  is  to  affirm  that  he  is 
a  naturalist  in  a  gi-eater  or  lesser  wav,  -and  the 
stream  itself  and  its  contents  have  for"  us  special 
mterest. 

No  better  centre  than  this  could  be  selected  for 
the  study  of  the  Mole's  eccentricities  ;  for  near  this 
spot  It  has,  as  Shakespeare  says  of  man,  "  its  exits 
and  Its  entrances,"  and  those  of  a  curious  nature. 
Between  Burford  Bridge  and  the  "  Shingles,"  a 
little  way  up  the  stream,  where  it  sku-ts  Box  Hill, 
are  two  of  the  famous  "swallows,"  as  they  are 
locally  tei-med;  that  is  to  say,  places  where  the 


A  NEW  YEAE  PIKE. 


Monday,  Jan.  1,  1900,  wiU  always  remain  a  red 
letter  day  in  my  angling  diary,  as  on  that  date  I 
caught  the  largest  pike  it  has  yet  been  my  good 
fortune  to  secm-e.  Perhaps  a  short  account  of  the 
day's  fishing  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  had  some  days  previously 
arranged  to  go  fishing  on  this  particular  day,  and, 
although  the  weather  looked  somewhat  unpropitious 
when  the  morning  broke,  it  did  not  alter  my  plans, 
as  the  elements  have  to  be  exceedingly  antagonistic 
to  keep  me  fi-om  the  waterside  when  I  have  the 
spare  time  for  a  bit  of  fishing.  Having  pro\ided 
myself  with  ten  or  a  dozen  freshly  killed  dace,  I 
caught  an  early  tram,  and  arrived  at  my  destination 
about  10.15.  As  I  walked  across  the  fields  a  thick 
white  mist  rendered  every  object  indistinct  and 
vague  in  outline  beyond  a  radius  of  thirty  yards, 
and  the  grass  crunched  crisply  under  my  feet — for 
there  had  been  a  sharp  touch  of  fi-ost  overnight.  I 
was  not  very  hopeful  of  much  sport,  and  considered 
that  I  should  do  well  if  I  got  even  a  brace  of  pike, 
especially  as  the  water  I  was  visiting  had  been  well 
fished  during  the  preceding  few  weeks.  I  had  had 
a  good  number  of  pike  so  far,  but  nothing  above 
51b.,  and  such  had,  generally  speaking,  been  the 
experience  of  my  fellow-clubmen,  although  the 
water,  which  is  a  lake  of  one  hundred  acres  or  so 
in  extent,  was  known  to  contain  some  heavy 
specimens.  A  fish  of  some  101b.  was  the  largest  that 
had  yet  been  talien  in  the  season  imder  considera- 
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SOME  CONTEASTS. 


It  goes  without  saying  there  are  nmueroiis 
worlis  on  anglmg  that  a  novice  may  read  from  end 
to  end,  and  gain  very  little  instruction.  Some  of 
them  profess  to  teach  so  much  that  they  tell  one 
next  to  nothing ;  and  as  far  as  style,  description, 
nseful  detail,  or  anything  practical  is  concerned, 
they  might  just  as  well  have  never  been  written, 
being  bare,  bald,  barren,  and  miintei-esting. 

I  will  give  one  example  on  the  clmb,  a  fisli  that 
may  be  caught  with  so  many  different  baits,  in  so 
many  ways,  at  almost  any  period,  that  a  good- 
sized  volume  might  be  written  on  the  subject. 
Quotation :  "In  rivers  that  breed  the  lamprey, 
that  species  of  eel  will  be  found  a  very  deadly  bait 
for  chub  and  trout.  Salmon  will  take' it  also."  Put 
the  lamprey  on  the  hook  as  you  would  a  worm." 

It  would  take  far  too  much  space  to  explain  in 
how  many  different  ways  a  worm  can  be  put  on  a 
hook,  and  I  can  only  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
as  more  worms  are  threaded  on  hooks  by  anglers 
than  in  any  other  way,  this  author  intended  that 
the  lamprey  should  be  served  in  the  same  "manner. 
Let  lis  hope  and  trust  that  he  meant  when  the 
creature  was  dead. 

There  are  several  ways  of  baiting  a  hook  with  a 
worm  that  are  far  more  tempting  to  tlie  fish  and 
merciful  to  the  worm  than  this  threading  business, 
and  it  would  be  as  well  for  young  anglers  especially 
to  adopt  them  as  much  as  possible.  A  suitable 
hook  may  be  put  in  the  side  of  the  worm  without 
being  passed  directly  through  the  creature,  just 
below  the  head  or  near  the  middle,  or  it  may  be 
passed  through  the  middle  of  the  worm  crosswise, 
about  an  uach  from  the  tail  end  of  a  well-scoured, 
not  too  large  lob  worm.  Like  putting  a  single 
hook  just  under  the  dorsal  fin  of  a  roach  or  dace, 
when  live  baiting  for  pike,  it  gives  the  fish  nmch 
more  liberty,  and  enables  it  to  live  far  longer,  than 
when  it  has  two  or  three  hooks  stuck  near  its  gill 
and  in  its  side.  I  have  seen  a  dace  swimming 
round  a  gaudy  float  a  foot  or  two  under  water, 
half  seas  over,  its  white  belly  shining,  vitterly 
exhausted,  with  the  tackle  in  a"  fearful  tangle,  no 
pilot,  and  the  angler  complacently  seated,  expect- 
ing a  run.  ,One  might  as  well  expect  a  pike  to 
drop  from  the  clouds.  In  the  forty  lines  the 
author  quoted  above  gives  to  the  chub,  "there  is  not 
a  single  detail  with  respect  to  long  corking,  pegging 
or  ledgering,  fishing  witli  the  minnow,  pith  and 
brains,  greaves,  or  the  artificial  Hy ;  neither  is 
there  a  word  about  the  localities  wliere  they  may 
be  found,  and  he  winds  up  as  follows  :  "  They  are 
a  cowardly  fish,  and,  after  a  rolling  round  or  two, 
give  in."  Such  a  singular  admission  almost  makes 
one  think  that  he  never  caught  one.  I  know  of  no 
fish,  with  perhaps  tlie  one  exception  of  trout,  that 
goes  off  with  such  a  rush  as  a  chub,  or  one 
that  requires  more  careful  handling ;  and  if  there  is 
the  least  hitch  it  requires  strong  tackle  to  with- 
stand the  lightning-like  lunge  of  a  31b.  or  41b.  chub. 

Mr.  Bailey,  who,  I  opine,  knew  something 
about  the  chub,  says,  in  his  "Angler's  Instructor," 
third  edition  :  "  He  is  a  determined  and  resolute 
feUow  to  deal  with,  and  if  he  only  gets  a  chance, 
and  you  fish  for  him  with  a  fine  rod  and  tackle,  he 
will  make  you  pay  dearly  for  your  sport."  J.  W. 
Martin,  agam,  in  "  Nottaighain  Float  Fishing,"  a 
work  published  by  Sampson  Low,  lAIarston  &  Co., 
says:  "When  we  consider  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  fish  for  him  with  fine  tackle,  he  is 
just  the  fellow  to  try  an  angler's  patience  and  the 
strength  of  his  tackle." 

In  spite  of  these  and  many  similar  allusions  by 
well-known  authors,  I  ha\-'e  known  anglers  so 
obtuse  and  self-opinionated  that  they  have  laughed 
at  the  idea  of  using  a  running  line  for  chub,  with 
the  result  that  I  have  seen  them  lose  their  tackles, 
and  I  have  heard  a  silk  line  crack  like  a  miniature 
whip,  which  a  clmb  has  broken,  bolting  with  the 
float  ancl  tackle. 

^  There  are  certain  things  connected  with  angling 
that  the  tyro  should  never  do,  and  this  is  one  of 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  things 
that  the  most  clever  anglers  sometimes  do  the  very 
opposite  of  which  may  be  adopted  with  success^ 
Amongst  others,  one  is  to  use  the  head  end  of  tlie 
worm  instead  of  the  tail  end  on  the  hook.  For 
instance,  I  have  been  fishing  with  a  worm  about 
two  inches  iji  length,  with  the  head  up  the  gut,  the 
point  of  the  hook  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from 
the  tail,  forming  a  very  tempting  lure.  On  strik- 
ing, missing  the  fish,  and  examining  my  bait,  I 
have  found  the  head  of  the  -.vonn  in  a  dilapidated  I 


state  and  the  tail  untouched.  Of  course,  if  one 
fishes  with  only  the  tail  end  of  a  worm,  the  quarry 
nuist  either  take  it  or  leave  it ;  but  from  what  "l 
have  experienced  there  are  occasions  when,  more 
often  than  not,  fish  may  be  caught  with  the  head 
end  of  a  worm  when  the  tail  portion  is  refused  in 
fofo.  I  have  an  idea,  but  I  may  be  wrong,  that 
the  fish  prefer  the  heads  of  some  woriirs,  because 
they  are  of  a  more  brilliant  colour  and  shine  more 
than  the  tail  portion.  Lastly,  there  is  one  more 
contrast  to  which  I  should  like  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  novice.  Some  very  clever  anglers, 
when  castuig  from  the  reel,  skid  the  same  with 
the  forefinger  of  either  hand  as  the  case  may  be, 
whilst  others  manage  to  perform  this  operation  by 
methods  peculiarly  their  own.  One  of  the  very 
best  sketches  and  descriptions  of  casting  from  the 
reel  either  from  the  right  or  left  shoulder,  whilst 
skidding  the  reel  with  one  finger,  will  be  found  on 
page  13  of  the  "Angler's  Instructor,"  mentioned 
above,  and  from  the  clear  and  concise  description 
Mr.  Bailey  gives  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 
where  he  describes  how  a  gentleman  from  London 
did  not  do  it,  and  "  returned  to  London  just  as 
wise  as  he  left  it  " — when,  as  he  says,  "the  line 
had  nearly  all  come  off  the  reel,  and  was  in  a 
fearful  mess,"  and  the  gentleman  saitl  "  There  !  I 
have  done  it !  "  there  is  much  both  to  anmse  and  to 
instruct.  Another  excellent  work  tliat  tyros  and 
others  may  study  with  pleasure  and  profit  is 
"  Angling,  and  How  to  Angle  "  (Frederick  Warne 
and  Co.,  Bedford-street,  Strand).  A. 


A  DAY  WITH  PIKE  AND  PEECH. 

It  was  last  February  that  we  learnt  for  the  first 
time  that  this  particular  sheet  of  water  held  good 

perch.    H  and  I  were  live-baiting  for  jack,  and 

as  he  was  a  novice  at  the  game  I  found  the  tackle 
and  gillied  for  hhn,  with  the  result  that,  the  pike 
being  on  the  feed,  I  took  three  jack  of  41b.  to  161b. 
each  on  his  rod  before  I  could  even  get  my  own 
rod  fixed  up.  I  was  just  about  to  throw  in,  how- 
ever, when  his  fioat  was  oft'  again,  so  I  suggested 
he  should  catch  his  own  fish  this  time.  This  he 
attempted,  in  a  manner  which  it  must  be  admitted 
was  not  quite  orthodox,  but  somehow  the  fish 
managed  to  retain  a  hold  of  the  hooks,  and  pre- 
sently loomed  in  sight,  and  then  I  took  the  rod, 
for  there,  three  or  four  feet  down  in  the  clear  water, 
was  the  handsomest  perch,  bar  none,  that  I  had 
ever  seen  at  the  end  of  a  line.  He  looks  now  every 
ounce  of  the  2i^lb.  he  weighed,  and  in  a  glass  case 

adorns  H  's  smoking-room.     But  last  August 

H  wrote  to  me  to  say  he  had  been  told,  or  read 

somewhere,  that  August  was  the  right  month  for 
perch,  and  proposed  that  we  should  liave  another 
day  on  the  same  water,  if  his  friend  the  owner 
would  give  him  permission.  Accordingly,  a  warm 
day  soon  after  saw  us  once  more  in  the  boat, 
but  on  this  occasion  we  had  to  pick  our  spots 
somewhat,  on  account  of  the  weeds,  which  were 
too  much  in  evidence.  The  gear  this  time  was 
float  paternosters,  with  live  gudgeon ;  also  a  bag  of 
well-scoured  lob  worms,  which,  before  the  day  was 
out,  we  congratulated  ourselves  on  having  brought. 

Again  I  got  H  's  rod  out  first.    Shortly  after 

we  had  got  started  the  mooring  pole  worked  loose, 

and  while  I  was  fixing  it  H  suggested  that 

there  must  be  too  heavy  a  lead  on  the  tackle  of 
one  rod,  as  the  float  had  sunk  !  Looking  round,  I 
saw  the  slack  line  being  drawn  out  of  the  boat. 
The  outcome  of  this  was  two  handsome  perch,  one 
on  each  hook,  baited  with  gudgeon  and  lob  worm 
respectively ;  the  landing-net  bringing  the  larger 
of  the  two  into  the  boat,  the  other  being  lifted  in 
by  the  gills.  Up  till  noon  the  fish  kept  them- 
selves and  us  on  the  move,  and,  after  returning  all 
small  fish,  our  creel  held  five  perch,  three  of  which 
averaged  2jlb.  each.  These  three  are  now  in 
another  glass  case,  as  a  pleasant  reminder  of  a  red- 
letter  day  to  the  writer.  H.  A.  Dawson. 


Boots,  to  dry  wet. — When  the  boots  are  taken  off 
fill  them  quite  full  with  dry  oats.  This  grain  has  a 
great  fondness  for  damp,  and  will  rapidly  absorb  the 
least  V(istige  of  it  from  the  wet  leather.  As  it  quickly 
and  completely  takes  up  the  moisture,  it  swells  and 
fills  the  boot  with  a  tightly  fitting  last,  keeping  its 
form  good,  and  drying  the  leather  without  hardening 
it.  In  the  morning,  shake  out  the  oats  and  hang  them 
in  a  bag  near  the  fire  to  dry,  ready  for  the  next  wet 
night. 


PISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 


Good  fly  fishing  undoubtedly  depends  upon^ 
favourable  climatic  influences,  and  no  county  in 
Wales  can  compare  with  Anglesey  in  this  respect.. 
It  is  not  only  a  flat,  level  plain,  with  little  eleva- 
tions reaching  only  to  the  dignity  of  hills,  but  it  iS; 
surrounded  by  the  sea,  and  its  air  is  not  only 
impregnated  by  the  humidity  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
but  by  the  genial  warmth  of  the  Gulf  Stream; 
while  the  gigantic  semicircular  Snowdonian  range 
looms  in  the  distance,  white  with  snow,  and  sugges-! 
tive  of  every  sport  but  fishing,  warm  balmy  air' 
pervades  the  island,  and  ephemera  flutter  in  the: 
sun,  sending  an  instinctive  longing  thrill  through 
the  angler's  veins  for  the  opening  day  to  wield  hiai 
magic  wand.  For  the  last  fortnight  fish  have  been: 
rising  freelj  on  the  Cefni  River  (near  whose  banks 
fate  has  lately  cast  my  lot),  but,  alas!  the  opening 
day  comes  not  till  the  patron  saint  of  Wales  has. 
been  once  again  duly  honoured  in  libations  and,  to 
the  Saxons,  in  an  unknown  lingua.  The  accidental 
flow  of  gas  at  Llangefni — what  I  call  a  holocaust, 
a  veritable  "  nunxler  of  the  irmocents  " — about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  has  not  yet  been  made  good,: 
thougli  the  proprietor  inmiediately  paid  =£10  com-' 
pensation.  But  it  is  wonderful  to  what  extent 
the  river  had  rectified  itself.  The  parts  affectedl 
during  August  were  literally  swarming  with  fish — ■ 
whether  they  came  down  from  the  upper  reach,; 
notably  Frogwy  lake,  or  were  working  their  way  to' 
the  spawning  beds  from  the  lower  reaches,  is  more; 
than  I  can  say.  However,  1  have  it  on  the  best 
authority  that  Looh  Leven  trout  will  be  put  in  in 
the  spring,  and  bottom  fishing  stopped  from  its 
source  to  the  wooden  bridge  crossing  the  railway ^ 
near  Holland  Arms  Station.  Riparian  owners  have, 
granted  the  change  to  the  distance  specified:  why' 
not  the  remaining  five  miles  to  the  sea  is  one  of' 
those  things  a  fellow  can  never  understand.  This 
drastic  change  will  come  as  a  bolt  from  the  blue  to 
one  deaf-and-dumb  angler  who,  from  early  morn  to 
dewy  eve,  from  the  first  to  the  last  day  of  the 
season,  was  for  ever  worming  this  division.  He- 
seemed  as  inevitable  to  the  river  as  a  solitary  heron' 
to  another  reach.  Though  I  abominate  worm" 
fishing,  I  have  a  lurking  likeness  for  this  patient, 
afflicted  disciple  of  the  art,  whose  chucklings  and 
manoeuvres  of  the  hands  are  the  audible  and  out- 
ward visible  signs  of  his  soul  and  sport.  Poor 
chap  !  Who  can  explain  the  mystery  of  the  change 
to  him,  a  born  lover  of  liberty '?  The  con- 
servators might  add  a  clause  exempting  him  from 
the  change  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  But  my 
train  of  thought  has  outrun  its  intended  channel. 

From  the  wooden  railway  bridge  alluded  to  is  an 
artificial  cutting,  with  sloping  embankments  to  the 
sea  at  Malltraeth.  High  tides  reach  about  six 
miles  inland,  and  but  for  the  tremendous  dyke  at 
the  latter  place  the  low  belt  of  land  stretching  across 
the  island  would  be  fairly  immdated.  As  it  is,  the 
overflow  is  contained  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and, 
naturally,  forms  fine  feeding  ground  for  the  fish. 
Mullet  and  bass  run  as  far  as  the  Marquis  Bridge. 
The  former  I  have  caught  with  a  Coaclnnan  and 
Coch-y-bonddu,  the  only  two  flies  I  could  induce 
them  to  look  at.  Any  angler  meeting  with  a  shoal 
of  these  fish  playing  and  breaking  the  water  would 
do  well  to  throw  the  flies  alluded  to  gently  to  their 
midst,  and  strike  quick  and  hard,  and  he  will  get 
rare  fun.  Bass  I  have  fi-equently  seen,  but  never 
attempted  to  catch  with  a  trout  rod,  knowing  too 
well  how  ferociously  they  fight  on  a  salmon  rod. 
After  the  first  flood  in  August  salmon  run  up  and 
remain  in  this  cutting  till  another  flood  induces 
them  to  ascend  to  the  spawning-beds  at  Llangwyllog 
Marsh — as  fine  redds  as  fish  could  wish. 

This  long  stretch  to  the  sea  is  as  solitai-y  as  any 
parts  in  the  kingdom — hardly  a  hoiise  near,  and  in 
this  fact  lies  the  great  drawback  of  which  we  anglers 
complain.  That  it  is  netted  for  salmon,  and  also 
for  trout,  is  as  undisputable  as  if  the  poachers  were 
caught.  The  marks  on  the  grass  and  on  the  hay 
tell  their  own  tale.  Even  the  men  who  habitually 
repair  the  embankment  admit  the  netting.  I  do 
not  blame  Jones,  the  water  bailiff' — a  man  cannot 
watch  ten  miles  of  a  river  singly  and  successfully. 
More  watchers  ought  to  be  put  on  this  solitary 
stretch,  and  one  conviction  would,  most  likely,  do 
away  with  it  altogether.  The  five-shilling  licence 
for  trout  and  the  ten  shillings  for  salmon  cover  the 
Braint,  a  river  running  from  an  unpi'onounceable 
Welsh  name  of  forty-two  letters,  mercifully  abbre- 
viated to  Llanfair  in  the  Postal  Guide,  parallel  to 
he    Menai  Strfiits,  and  entering  the  sea  beyond 
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Newborough,  also  the  rivers  Gwirfai,  Llyfni,  and 
Seiont,  in  Carnarvonshire,  including  the  lower  of 
the  Llanberis  lakes. 

Before  disposing  of  the  Cefni,  which  is  the  largest, 
though  most  sluggish,  stream  in  the  island,  I  may 
state  that  its  capabilities  for  producing  good  sport 
are  very  great.  Long  deep  pools  mark  the  artificial 
cutting  for  miles,  and,  tho\igh  I  have  not  been 
fortunate  to  take  a  41b.  trout,  I  have  seen  two  or 
three  dead  ones  of  that  weight.  It  is  connected  by 
a  stream  with  the  large  pool  at  the  base  of  the  dyke 
at  Malltraeth,  which  is  annually  netted  by  the 
lessees,  and  21b.,  31b.,  and  41b.  trout  are  common 
enough.  With  the  spring  tides  every  month,  the 
trout  have  a  fine  run  of  six  miles  in  deep  water 
charged  with  marine  insects  and  such  food  as  fatten 
fish  in  tidal  waters.  With  an  additional  night 
watcher  and  an  intermixture  of  new  blood,  the 
conservators  may  greatly  enhance  the  sport.  What 
is  noticeable  to  a  fly  fisher  is  the  ever-presence  of 
the  Coch-y-bonddu,  witliout  an  imitation  of  which 
no  good  baskets  can  be  made,  and  a  strong  breeze 
from  the  south  is  indispensable  to  rufHe  its  placid 
surface. 

Free  trout  fishing  opens  on  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan 
Station,  on  Feb.  1.  With  mild  weather  the  fish 
take  well  from  eleven  till  three.  It  is  much  better 
wading  or  fishing  from  the  banks  for  the  first 
month,  rather  than  using  a  boat.  This  is  no  doubt 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  fish  frequent  the 
shallow  warm  water,  and  the  splashing  of  the  oars 
drives  them  to  the  deep.  A  February  Bed,  a  fly 
with  a  dark  body,  silver-ribbed,  and  partridge  wing, 
takes  well.  Trout  will  rise  fairly  well  throughout 
the  day  for  the  first  three  months,  after  which  it  is 
very  useless  to  fish  it  till  the  evening  rise  is  on.  A 
minnow,  of  course,  may  be  used,  and  about  April, 
when  the  young  salmon  fry  start  their  migrations 
through  the  lake,  a  silver  minnow  is  very  deadly. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J. P.,  Holyhead,  is  very  keen  on 
this  sport,  as  he  is  also  on  fly  fishing,  for  he 
honourably  won  the  championship  two  seasons  ago 
by  taking  fifty-one  trout,  averaging  half  a  pound 
each,  in  one  afternoon.  After  fishing  this  lake 
incessantly  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  only 
with  a  wet  fly,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  posing  as  a 
local  authority.  After  April  an  evening  rise 
commences.  A  buzzing  in  the  air  is  heard,  a 
swarm  of  flies  are  blown  from  inland,  and  heavy 
splashes  are  immediately  heard.  These  flies  have 
light  wings,  yellow  bodies,  and  curl  at  the  antennae. 
They  are  like  a  March  Brown,  all  but  the  colour 
of  the  body.  The  best  imitation  I  could  get  was 
an  orange  body,  light,  but  not  too  light,  wings,  and 
always  used,  bobbing  on  the  surface,  as  a  dropper. 
As  a  leader  it  is  a  dead  failure.  The  best  leader 
should  be  a  scarlet  body.  Mallard's  wings.  The 
next  best  fly  I  know  of  for  the  evening  rise  is  a 
Quill  Gnat,  for  first  dropper.  The  fish  from  May 
to  the  end  of  August  average  three-quarters  of  a 
pound,  which  in  these  days  is  far  from  despicable. 
Boats  can  be  had  from  the  adjacent  hotels.  In 
May,  for  some  days,  a  plague  of  greenish  small 
flies  come  out,  which  the  fish  ravenously  devour, 
but,  having  never  obtained  a  good  imitation,  was  sent 
empty  away  oftener  than  otherwise.  Also,  after 
rain,  small  black  gnats  come  thick  on  the  water. 
Fishing  with  Mr.  Dew,  auctioneer,  of  Bangor,  on 
one  of  these  occasions,  we  threw  over  hundreds  of 
fish  and  got  none,  with  casts  which  did  well  a  few 
days  previously.    However,  the  following  evening 

1  had  my  revenge,  by  mounting  two  black  gnats, 
rather  a  large  one  for  leader,  and  a  smaller  one, 
which  did  most  of  the  execution.  On  dull  days, 
with  a  south  or  west  mild  wind,  they  will  take 
between  three  and  four  in  the  afternoon.  On  a 
Whit  Monday,  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  took  one 
drift  in  a  boat  through  the  middle  of  the  lalie, 
getting  a  dozen,  weighing  81b.  I  find  that  casting 
sidewise  is  far  more  effective  than  before  a  boat, 
for  drawing  the  fly  against  the  wind  is  unnatural. 
But  I  must  remember  my  vocation  of  "  training 
the  young  idea  how  to  shoot,"  and  stop  my  pre- 
sumption of  the  modus  operandi  of  fly  fishing. 
The  weeds  are  gradually  filling  the  lake,  owing 
probably  to  the  mild  winters.  A  brace  of  swans 
would  keep  them  down,  and  a  few  ounces  of  No. 

2  shots  into  the  two  or  three  cormorants  ever 
diving  about  would  be  a  mercy  to  the  fish.  Another 
doubtful  feature  to  sport  is  the  habit  of  one  or 
two  of  fishing  over  night.  Like  partridge  shooting, 
sport  should  cease  after  daylight  is  gone.  Pretty 
much  the  same  remarks  and  flies  apply  to  Maelog 
Lake  Tycroes.  In  the  spring  months  the  adjacent 
^^'^ygyll  Biver,  from  Bryngwran  to  the  sea,  is  very 
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good.  Years  ago,  in  the  charming  company  of  your 
clever  correspondent  Mr.  E.  Gosling,  we  had  some 
fine  takes  of  white  trout  on  the  stretch  below  the 
viaducts.  These  fish,  in  close  touch  with  the  Atlan- 
tic, gave  splendid  sport.  Having  induced  Mr. 
Adltins,  Barnt  Green,  Worcester,  to  accompany  me 
there  a  few  years  ago,  I  was  much  concerned  to 
find  the  tide  banks  full.  I  should  certainly  have 
returned,  but  he  fixed  his  i-od,  and  with  a  Wickham's 
fancy  pulled  them  out  fast  and  furious,  and  we  had 
a  fine  take,  the  first  instance,  but  not  the  last,  for 
me  to  find  fish  taking  in  tidal  waters.  The  Alaw 
River  near  Valley  is  also  early  and  good ;  and  Mr. 
Pierce,  of  the  hotel,  has  a -private  lake  stocked  with 
trout  and  perch.  W.  H. 

Gaerwen,  Anglesey. 


WHEEE  IS  IT'?— THE  EIVER 
BANN. 


The  three  views  you  gave  us  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  were  sent  to  you  by  me,  and 
Nos.  2  and  3  show  Tom  Graham,  one  of  the  boat- 
men on  the  river  Bann,  going  over  Movanagher 
weir  wall  in  that  river. 

All  of  us  who  have  fished  below  the  weir  wall 
have  fi-equently  assisted  in  taking  boats  over  this 
wall,  with  nobody  in  them,  towing  them  over  with 
a  long  rope  ;  but  it  remained  for  the  adventurous 
boatman  depicted  in  the  view  to  be  the  first  and,  I 
believe,  the  only  person  boldly  and  safely  to  row 
his  boat  over  the  wall.  View  No.  1  shows  him, 
nearest  the  stern  of  the  boat,  arrived  at  the 
entrance  of  the  lock  at  Caranroe,  more  commonly 
known  as  Carnroe,  somewhere  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  below  Movanagher  weir  wall,  with  the  veteran 
premier  boatman  of  the  Bann,  Henry  Ellis,  in 
front  of  him,  and  apparently  enjoying  a  "  half  'un." 

At  Caranroe  there  is  another  ^^'eir  wall,  but  my 
friend  who  took  these  views  was  unable  to  send  me 
a  view  of  it,  as  something  had  gone  wrong  with 
the  kodak  or  the  light — half  think  he  said  it  was 
Scotch  mist,  though,  judging  from  the  picture,  the 
party  do  not  appear  to  have  missed  their  Scotch  1 

Adventurous  if  not  dangerous,  as  going  over  the 
wall  in  a  boat  is,  yet  have  I  seen  a  well-known 
correspondent  of  yours  take  off  his  boots  and 
stockings,  roll  up  his  trousers,  and  wade  over,  and 
the  river  would  not  be  very  much  lower  than  it 
v/as  when  these  views  were  taken,  as  I  did  not  visit 
this  particular  spot  on  the  Bann  except  when  the 
river  was  high.      .  F.  M.  L. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Major  Leslie  for  this 
identification  of  the  pictures  he  so  kindly  sent. — Ed.] 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  "  Booh  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gkbville  Fennell.  We  had  proposed,  as 
stated  previously,  to  reprint  our  old  friend 
the  late  Mr.  Greville  Fennell's  most  interesting 
woi-k  on  the  Roach  with  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke's 
notes.  We  have,  however,  since  decided  to 
reprint  the  work  as  originalhj  written. — Ed.) 

.    CHAPTER  11.— continued. 

We  can  fully  endorse  the  opinions  of  these  high 
authorities,  and  have  no  desire  to  draw  invidious 
comparisons  ;  but,  having  devoted  almost  tlie  whole 
leisure  of  a  long  life  to  the  capture  of  the  finny 
tribe — from  the  lordly  salmon  to  the  plebeian 
"  tittlebat  " — by  fair  and  sportsmanlike  means,  and 
having  been  as  successful  as  most  in  each  branch 
of  these  pursuits,  we  trust  we  may,  without  pre- 
sumption, claim  a  right  to  say  that  roach  fishing 
is  a  department  of  angling  which  requires  as  much 
tact  and  experience  as  fishing  for  jack,  trout,  or 
even  (and  we  say  so  most  advisedly)  salmon.  We 
do  not  require  to  carry  our  advocacy  of  roach 
fishing  beyond  this.  All  we  claim  is  that  it  shall 
be  fairly  placed  alongside  any  other  branch  of  our 
elegant  art,  and  not  be  sneered  at  as  one  that  is 
unworthy  attention. 

But  if  we  chose  to  go  fm-ther  than  this — and  we 
believe  we  could  successfully  show  that  in  manj- 
respects  roach  fishing  presents  difficulties  to  over- 
come which  would  exhaust  the  resom'ces  of  the 
habitual  trout  and  salmon  angler — we  should 
merely  do  so  to  refute  a  vulgar  prejudice,  and  to 
convince  "  the  higher  order  "  of  anglers  that  their 
contempt  is  not  only  misplaced  but  unjust.  Com- 
parisons are,  however,  odious,  and  therefore  let 
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each  order  of  angling  stand  upon  its  respective 
merits.  At  present  the  humble  roach  fisher  looks 
up  with  admiration  to  the  salmon  sla>,er,  while  the 
latter  i-ecounts  his  fights  with  monsters  in  silver 
armour,  weigliing  their  thirty  and  forty  pounds, 
and  "  cutting  red."  Yet  if  he  be  told,  and  truth- 
fully, that  under  favourable  and  average  circum- 
stances it  takes  as  much  skill  to  kill  a  barbel  of 
six  pounds  as  it  does  to  land  a  salmon ;  as  much 
quickness  of  eye  and  readiness  of  hand  to  kill  two 
dace  out  of  six  that  rise  at  his  fly,  as  it  does  to 
take  every  second  trout ;  and  that  to  take  every 
second  trout  is  equal  to  pei-forniing  the  same  feat 
with  salmon  ;  the  uninitiated  will  begin  to  learn 
that  dace  fishing,  certainly  so  far  as  hooking  the 
fish,  is  more  difficult  than  salmon  fishing.  Every 
ingenuous  angler  who  has  passed  through  the 
various  grades  of  his  pleasurable  studies  will  tell 
you  this.  Of  course,  we  only  speak  of  skill,  and  do 
not  allude  to  the  weight  of  the  respective  prizes, 
their  marketable  value,  nor  to  the  wild  and  soul- 
inspiring  scenery  amidst  which  the  salmonidse  are 
generally  met  with.  These  are  sEsthetic  considera- 
tions, having,  of  course,  their  response  in  the  heart 
of  every  admirer  of  God's  works.  We  simply 
allude  to  the  power  of  capturing  the  prey  of  which 
each  individual  is  in  search.  We  therefore  repeat 
that  to  be  a  good  roach  angler  requires  peciiliar 
gifts,  wliich  entitle  the  votaries  of  this  pastime  to 
respect ;  and,  should  any  one  of  the  gi-eat  salmon 
fishers  doubt  this  assertion,  when  passing  the 
roach  fisher  upon  Thames,  Trent,  or  Lea,  let  him 
request  permission  to  hold  the  rod  for  awhile, 
and  then  compare  his  take  with  that  of  its  owner 
— time  for  time  being  occupied.  Many  a  man  who 
has  thought  the  aflair  most  easy  [while  looking  on 
has  been  compelled  to  confess  to  himself,  if  not  to 
others,  that  there  was  "  more  m  it  "  than  he  had 
suspected. 

We  were  first  initiated  into  the  art  and  mystery 
of  roach  fishing  at  Broxbom-ne,  on  the  river  Lea, 
amongst  some  of  the  best  anglers  then  living. 
When  we  mention  the  names  of  Messrs.  iloule, 
Baddeley,  Simmer,  Charles  Holloway,  Robert 
Slowman,  and  H.  Wicks,  we  give  an  assurance 
that  we  angled  in  the  choicest  company  of  roach 
fishers  of  that  period. 

Our  late  dear  friend  Edward  Jesse  says : 
"  Roach  form  another  distinct  class  of  Thames 
fishermen,  and  it  is  very  seldom  they  try  for  any- 
thing else,  or,  indeed,  understand  any  other  sort  of 
fishing.  So  keen,  however,  are  they  at  this  sport, 
that  many  pursue  it  very  late  in  the  year  ;  and  a 
retired  surgeon,  named  Wood,  is  still  talked  of  at 
Hampton,  as  having  braved  the  coldest  weather  in 
winter  in  order  to  follow  his  favourite  diversion. 
He  would  get  up  before  it  was  light,  have  his 
breakfast,  and  fish  till  it  was  dark,  at  a  time  when 
the  wet  was  freezing  on  his  line.  He  had  always, 
however,  a  hot  dinner  brought  to  the  boat,  which 
must  have  kept  him  fi-om  star-\dng  in  both  senses." 

And  what  says  Walton?  "And  lastly,  let  me 
tell  you,  the  roach  makes  an  angler  excellent  sport ; 
especially  the  gi-eat  roaches  about  London,  where 
I  think  there  be  the  best  roach  anglers." 

We  have  recalled  above — although  the  time  to 
which  we  allude  is  now  nearly  forty  years  ago — 
names  still  familiar  to  the  frequenters  of  the 
famous  hostelry,  the  Crown,  at  Broxbourne,  then 
kept  by  the  brothers  Want.  It  was  from  a  punt 
moored  off  the  then  well-known  Cow-house  swim 
we  really  took  what  may  be  called  our  first  lesson 
in  roach  fishing  from  j\rr.  Robert  Slowman.  And 
it  was  considered  at  that  period  no  little  honour  for 
any  one  to  be  permitted  to  stand  at  the  elbow  of  this 
celebrated  bottom  fisher.  It  was  then  we  learned 
what  a  thorough  muff  we  were  at  tlie  spoi-t,  and 
how  much  we  had  both  to  unlearn  and  to  be  taught. 
As  we  looked  at  our  mentor's  float  '-with  all  our 
eyes,"  we  could  not  at  times  see  the  faintest  indi- 
cation of  a  nibble,  and  yet,  to  our  surprise,  a  slight 
movement  was  made  by  his  forearm,  the  short  line 
would  become  taut,  and  a  fish,  well  under  command 
of  the  tip  of  the  top  jomt,  would  be  fighting  for 
its  life  the  next  instant,  and  shortly  afterwards 
be  captured  in  a  masterly  manner.  Our  vision, 
however,  soon  became  accustomed  to  the  peculiar 
quiet  depression  of  the  float,  and  these  signs  were 
looked  for  more  eagerly  than  the  boldest  bite,  for 
they  portended  the  largest  fish,  which  almost  in- 
variably bite  fine  in  slow-mo\mg  or  dead  waters. 

Now  it  is  just  the  recollection  of  this  first 
practical  lesson  in  roach  fishing  which,  notwith- 
standing our  conceit  amongst  our  schoolfellows, 
{ jnade  us  feel  how  little  w  e  luiew,  and  determined 
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us  to  remedy  our  ignorance,  and  surmount,  if 
possible,  every  difficulty  that  niiglit  present 
itself. 

One  of  our  greatest  achievements  after  this  was 
at  a  pond  in  Sussex,  in  which  shoals  of  roach  were 
to  be  seen,  but  could  scarcely  ever  be  persuaded  to 
take  a  baited  liook.  Morning  after  niomuig,  and 
evening  after  evening,  we  tried  to  lure  a  few  of 
these  fellows,  of  which  there  were  many  weighing 
full  one  aud  a  half  pounds.  So  clear  was  the 
water  that  every  movement  of  these  subtle  fish 
could  be  seen,  and  we  certainly  h&ve  never  since 
met  with  roach  so  apparently  careless  of  every 
luxury  with  which  we  attempted  to  coax  them. 
As  they  would  take  and  swallow  or  eject  small 
portions  of  the  lighter  stuff  we  threw  in  to  bring 
them  around  us,  we  tried  less  heavy  baits,  smaller 
hooks,  and  the  finest  tackle,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
We  then  bethought  us  to  imitate,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  action  of  these  slowly  descending 
particles,  and  instead  of  u'Smg  a  shotted  line, 
which  sank  rapidly,  and  consequently  unnaturally, 
and  reached  the  bottom  long  before  the  ground 
bait,  we  removed  all  the  shots,  and,  placing  them 
in  the  quill,  formed  a  self-cocking  float,  and  allowed 
the  bait  to  sink  by  its  own  gravity ;  we  at  once 
found  we  had  achieved  a  success.  'The  effect  was 
immediate  and  decided.  The  only  difficulty  was 
to  strike  quickly  enough,  as  in  most  instances  the 
bait  was  taken  before  the  line  between  the  hook 
and  the  float  had  become  taut,  and  thus  many  fish 
were  lost.  For  the  latter  reason,  this  plan  would 
not  succeed  so  well  in  thick  or  semiclouded 
waters,  because  the  angler  would  not  have  the 
benefit  of  seeing  each  fish  take  the  bait,  which  is, 
of  course,  a  great  advantage  in  this  exceptional 
mode  of  angling.  It  may  be  asked.  Why,  then,  use 
a  float  at  all,  if  the  eye  is  to  be  employed  in 
actually  watching  the  fish  take  the  bait  ?  Simply 
because  the  bait  would  not  continue  to  descend 
steadily  and  naturally  (as  if  opposed  by  a  mere 
film  of  weed  only,  for  which  the  line  may  be 
taken),  but  would  be  subject  to  an  occasional 
stoppage  or  slight  upward  tendency  from  the 
action  of  the  fisher,  which  would  seem  most 
suspicious  to  the  ever-watchful  roach.  The  inter- 
mediate agency  of  the  float  provides  for  this,  as  it 
is  on  the  water  as  soon  as  the  under  portion  of 
the  line,  and  affords  perfect  steadiness  during  its 
downward  passage.  In  thus  angling,  we  found 
that  very  little  gro'ond  bait  was  necessary  —  a 
small  portion  of  chewed  bread  thrown  in  occasion- 
ally being  sufficient,  taking  care  to  let  the  hook  go 
down  at  the  same  time  with  the  loose  food. 

Since  writing  the  above,  a  valued  friend  and 
most  successful  roach  fisher,  knowing  we  were 
collecting  all  we  could  in  reference  to  the  roach, 
sends  us  the  following :  "  I  have  made  some  very 
good  bags  of  roach,  more  particularly  in  the 
smnmer,  by  fishing  with  a  self-cocking  float,  and 
no  shot,  or  only  one,  on  the  line.  In  this  way  the 
hook  and  bait  sink  very  gradually ;  and  if  the  bait 
is  thrown  in  at  the  same  time  with  a  little  chewed 
bread,  or  a  few  carrion  gentles,  or  minute  pieces  of 
worm  (being  the  same  as  your  bait),  the  lure  is 
most  deceptive.  A  self-cocking  float  is  easily 
made  by  removing  the  plug  and  putting  sufficient 
shots  in  the  quill  to  sink  it  to  the  requu-ed  depth. 
This  method  is  wonderfully  destructive  to  dace 
when  the  house-fly  is  used."  Thus  far  he  confirms 
our  observation. 

How  often  have  we  caught  those  fish  over  again 
in  our  dreams,  and  that  pond  has  mingled  with  the 
many,  many  lovely  scenes  into  which  our  rod  has 
led  us  I  It  is  no  mean  solace  to  us  that  our  early 
pursuits  should  now  take  precedence  of  all  other 
impressions  of  a  long  life,  in  that  chamber  of  the 
brain  in  which  we  are  told  ghosts  of  the  past  will 
stalk  for  good  or  ill,  when  all  else  of  the  mortal  is 
in  repose. 

Sleeping  we  imagine  what  awake  we  wish  ; 
Dogs  dream  of  bones,  and  fishermen  of  fish. 

Pawkes's  Theocritus,  Idyl  xxi. 
(To  be  continued.) 


Fish  Nets,  to  Pbeserve.— Fish  nets  may  be 
preserved  from  decay  by  steeping  them  in  melted 
paraffin. 

Fish,  Fresh,  to  Keep.— To  keep  fish  fresh,  draw 
them,  and  remove  the  gills  ;  insert  pieces  of  charcoal 
in  their  mouths  and  bellies,  wipe  dry,  and  Wrap  each 
fish  separately  in  a  cloth;  then,  if  cabbage  leaves 
can  be  obtained,  pack  them  with  the  leaves  all 
round. 


EOACH  AND  TEMPEEATUEES. 

With  few  exceptions  roach  fishing  this  winter,  so 
far,  has  passed  the  stage  of  poorness,  and  entered 
that  of  downright  badness.  It  is  some  satisfaction, 
however,  to  know  that  this  cannot,  by  any  stretch 
of  imagination,  be  ascribed  to  lack  of  fish  or  their 
gradual  extermination  by  the  great  and  growing 
body  of  coarse-fishermen.  In  the  Thames,  in 
summer  and  autumn,  when  the  water  Avas  low  and 
clear,  shoals  of  big  fellows  were  seen  in  the  weed- 
runs  ;  and  in  rivers  of  less  note  as  regards  size,  not 
only  IvAve  unusual  numbers  of  roach  been  observed, 
but  by  trying  for  them  in  the  right  way,  and  with 
the  proper  tackle,  excellent  results  have  been 
obtained.  But  since  October  closed  things  have 
not  been  rosy  for  the  roach  artist,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  matters  will  show  much  improvement  until 
towards  the  end  of  this  month.  With  ri\  ers  out  of 
condition,  and  sudden  changes  in  temperature,  fish 
go  off"  for  days  together.  This  naturally  suggests 
the  inquiry,  Why  is  it  that  one  so  frequently  meets 
with  indifferent  luck  in  winter  amongst  the  roach  ? 
In  the  present  -season,  if  open  weather  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it,  sport  up  to  Christmas  should 
have  been  decidedly  good.  The  water  was,  perhaps, 
somewhat  low  and  clear,  but  the  days  were 
warm  and  bright,  and  fish  ought  to  have  taken 
well.  But  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Small 
takes,  or  none  at  all,  and  specimens  few  and  far 
between. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  thought 
arises  in  one's  mmd.  What  influences  the  feeding, 
or  the  reverse,  of  fish  ?  This  is  as  much  a  poser  to 
twentieth-century  anglers  as  it  was  to  those  who 
flourished  a  hundred  years  ago.  As  far  as  I  am  aware, 
all  attempts  to  unravel  the  enigma  ha^-e  not  brought 
us  much  nearer  the  solution  than  our  forefathers 
were.  The  temperature  theory  is  by  no  means 
absolutely  reliable,  and  a  most  assiduous  and 
energetic  roach  fisherman,  whose  acquaintance  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  making,  and  who  is  great 
on  thermometer  readings,  having  unbounded  faith 
in  them  as  indications  of  what  his  sport  is  likely 
to  be,  has  had  his  belief  severely  shaken  more  than 
once  by  his  theories  not  working  out,  as  they  should 
have  done,  in  practice.  Here  is  an  ideal  day  when 
he  was  fishing  in  the  winter-time — temperature  of 
the  air  forty-five  degrees,  and  of  tlie  water  a  few 
degrees  higher— water  therefore  warmer  than  the 
air,  generally  a  good  sign.  The  wind  was  light,  the 
water  high — of  a  grand  colour,  and  just  the  right 
speed  as  regarded  current.  It  was  a  delightful 
day  to  be  out  in  the  country,  and  visions  rose 
within  his  mind  of  a  record  take.    Kesult,  as  bad 

as  bad  could  be.    And  why?    Echo  answers  

Why  ? 

Look  at  the  conditions  obtaining  on  another 
winter's  morn.  There  had  been  a  sharp  frost  over- 
night, and  when  the  river  was  reached  it  was  still 
freezing.  Water  and  air  temperature  about  the 
same,  and  prospects  of  sport  not  promising.  For 
a  couple  of  hours  bites  there  were  none.  But  as 
the  sun  got  up,  and  the  air  increased  in  warmth 
far  more  rapidly  than  the  water,  the  roach  came 
on.  They  fed,  too,  all  the  better  as  the  air  became 
warmer.  The  creel  at  the  end  of  the  day,  contrary 
to  expectations,  contained  a  lovely  lot  of  fish.  And 
yet  theory  says  that  when  the  air  is  warmer  than 
the  water  roach  will  not  bite. 

I  had  a  curious  experience  myself  on  a  February 
day.  It  was  horrible  weather,  there  being  a  bitter, 
penetrating,  howling  north-east  wind  blowing, 
chilling  one  to  the  mai-row.  What  with  the  wind 
and  the  cold,  the  rod  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf. 
Both  the  water  and  the  air  were  very  nearly  down 
to  freezing  point,  but  so  well  did  the  roach  bite, 
and  dace  and  chub  too,  that  I  made  a  grand  bag  of 
the  former,  killing  the  finest  half-dozen  fish  I  have 
ever  creeled  at  one  sitting  in  my  life. 

A  week  afterwards,  with  the  same  wind  and 
weather,  fishing  the  same  swim  with  the  same 
tackle  and  bait,  I  had  not  a  touch  all  day  1  Again, 
I  was  reaching  on  the  Colne  on  a  bright  fi-osty 
Saturday  afternoon.  It  was  freezing  hard,  so  much 
so  that  icicles  hung  from  the  rings  of  the  rod,  and 
the  crust  was  frozen  into  little  lumps  of  ice.  Still 
the  roach  were  well  on,  and  I  caught  fish  every  run 
down,  though  I  did  not,  I  should  add,  get  bites 
until  the  float  was  at  the  very  end  of  the  twenty -yard 
swim — I  was  working  in  the  Nottingham  method. 
The  crust,  by  the  time  it  had  travelled  this  distance, 
had  become  thawed,  and  was  taken.  On  the  same 
water,  on  a  perfect  counterpart  of  a  day,  when  the 
water  froze  to  the  rod  rings,  the  roach  would  touch 


nothing.  These  examples  are  not  supposititious 
cases,  but  actual  experiences,  and  will  prove  beyond 
a  doubt  that  temperature  cannot  be  held  to  explain 
the  fickleness  of  roach  in  regard  to  feeding  in  the 
winter.  Some  rivers,  we  know,  arc  not  good  winter 
streams,  by  reason,  doubtless,  of  their  shallowness. 
In  these  roacli  lie  to  a  certain  extent  torpid— at 
least,  they  only  take  a  hook  bait  \evy  indifferently, 
and  will  not  bite  through  November,  December, 
January,  and  February  ;  but  in  March  they  wake  up 
again,  this  last  month  being  generally  an  excellent 
one  for  roach  fishing.  Colne  roach,  particularly, 
are  in  the  best  of  condition  right  up  to  the  end  of 
March,  spawning,  as  they  do,  very  late. 

Are  roach  capable  of  fasting  for  days  together  ? 
I  regret  that  this  is  a  query  I  cannot  answer.  But 
I  have  fished  again  and  again  in  the  winter,  from 
daybreak  to  sunset,  with  either  no  sport  or  very 
little  luck,  although  at  the  same  time  the  fish  have 
been  priming  all  over  the  water.  And  I  have  seen 
them  do  this  even  wlien  it  has  been  freezing  hard. 
This  tends  to  show  that  cold  does  not  paralyse 
them  and  affect  their  vigour.  I  mean  by  cold 
ordinary  frosts  of  two  or  three  days'  duration. 
When  we  have  weeks  of  intense  cold,  and  roach 
come  out  of  the  water  feeling  to  the  touch  like  a 
piece  of  ice,  one  may  be  certain  that  lie  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  carrying  home  his  take. 

I  need  say  no  more  on  this  subject.  It  is  one 
full  of  interest  to  the  angler,  and  particularly  to 
the  roach  fisher.  I'eriiaps,  after  all,  it  is  a  good 
thing  that  ^ve  cannot  fatlioiii  the  mystery  at  present 
attaching  to  the  feeding  habits  of  fish.  If  one 
knew  exactly  the  course  to  pursue,  the  bait  to  use, 
and  how  to  employ  it  under  every  condition  of 
weather  and  water,  a  bait  which  roach  would  take  if 
the  water  was  down  to  thirty-two  degrees,  and  the 
atmosphere  ^varni,  and  vice  versa,  there  would  be 
little  of  that  pleasurable  anticipation,  often  un- 
realised, attendant  upon  every  kind  of  fishing.  The 
keen  edge  of  hope  and  expectation  would  be 
blunted,  half  the  pleasure  and  excitement  lost,  if  in 
hail,  rain,  frost,  and  snow  we  could  sit  down  and 
pull  roach  out  as  fast  as  we  liked.  Rivers  would  be 
quickly  fished  out,  and  angling,  as  a  sport,  would 
be  a  thing  of  the  past.  H.  A.  E. 


THE  EIVER  COQUET. 

Present  Arrangements  as  regards  Angling  in 

THE  River  Coquet,  Northumberland. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Northumberland.  K.G., 
has  demised  his  fishing  rights  on  the  Coquet  to  the 
committee  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation. 
This  concession  extends  to  some  twelve  miles  of  the 
finest  fishing  in  this  famous  river.  The  committee  has 
appointed  bailiffs  to  watch  the  portion  of  the  river 
under  its  charge,  and  the  object  of  the  committee  is  to 
improve  the  river  and  encourage  angling  in  a  sports- 
manlike manner. 

Angling  in  the  Coquet  has  undoubtedly  improved 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years ;  indeed,  the  past 
season  has  been  the  best  experienced  for  many  years. 

The  Coquet  has  long  been  famous  for  its  yellow  and 
bull  trout.  During  the  past  season  many  true  salmoa 
have  entered  the  river  and  been  caught  by  the  rod. 

During  the  last  four  seasons  poaching  and  illegal 
practices  in  connection  with  the  sport  have  been 
rigidly  suppressed  by  the  committee.  Upwards  of 
thirty-five  convictions  have  been  secured  for  these 
offences,  and  in  four  instances  the  offenders  were  sent 
to  prison. 

Salmon  fishing  in  the  waters  demised  to  the  Coquet 
Committee  commences  on  Feb.  1  and  ends  on  Oct.  1. 
Yellow  trout  fishing  commences  on  March  4  and 
closes  on  Sept.  30. 

The  following  are  the  best  centres  and  hotels  for 
fishing  the  Coquet : — 

Eothbury.— Hotels  :  Queen's  Head,  County,  and 
Station. 

Weldon  Bridge. — Anglers'  Hotel. 
Felton. — Northumberland  Arins. 
Acklington. — Railway  Inn. 
Warkworth. — Sun  Inn  and  Hermitage. 
The  permits  for  the  year  1901  are  now  ready,  and 
the  following  are  the  fees  for  the  same : — 

A.  Full  season  ticket  for  whole  of  waters  £110 

B.  Monthly  ticket  do.  0  10  0 

C.  Weekly  ticket  do.  0    7  6 

D.  Day  ticket  do.  0  2  G 
K.  For  the  stretches  between  Warkworth 

and  Felton   ...    0  10  0 

L.  Season  tickets  to  sons  of  members 

who  take  a  guinea  ticket   0  10  0 

Local  Permits. 
Persons  residing  in  the  following  parishes — Wark- 
worth, Acklington,   Amble,    Broomhill,  Guyzancc, 


Febktjary  1,  1901 
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Felton,  Brinkburn,  Rothbury,  Alwinton,  and  Long- 
horsley,  living  north  of  the  watershed  of  Coquet — can 
have  season  tickets  at  the  following  charges  : — 

E.  Rothbury  and  Brinkburn  Water,  7s.- 6d. 

r.  Stretches  between  Warkworth  and  Feltcn 
7s.  6d. 

G.  For  the  whole  of  the  waters  demised  to  the 
committee,  10s. 

N.B.  These  permits  do  not  include  the  Coquet 
Salmon  Conservancy  Licence,  which  is  obtainable 
from  C.  Percy,  Esq.,  Alnwick.  Trout,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Salmon,  5s. 

The  committee  spend  any  surplus  funds  in  im- 
proving and  staking  the  river,  and  stocking  it  with 
fish.  The  committee  make  no  profit  out  of  the  demise. 
In  the  year  1898  a  great  number  of  young  trout  were 
placed  in  the  river,  and  last  year  the  committee  staked 
a  portion  of  the  river. 

Through  the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Watson- 
Armstrong  the  permits  issued  by  this  committee  are 
also  available  to  fish  his  water  between  Brinkburn 
and  Rothbury  on  the  Coquet  with  fly  only. 

Mr.  Louis  Ames,  of  Linden,  has  generously  granted 
permission,  to  members  of  the  federation  who  hold 
guinea  permits,  to  fish  his  water  at  Weldon  Bridge, 
extending  on  the  south  side  of  the  Coquet  from  the 
mill  dam  some  300  yards  above  Weldon  Bridge  to  the 
east  boundary  of  Hedley  Wood  Farm,  about  one  mile 
below  Weldon  Bridge. 
.  All  persons  fishing  in  the  portions  of  the  river 
Coquet  demised  to  the  federation  must  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  Coquet  Committee. 

Tlie  extent  of  the  water  is  : — 

In-  Felton  and  Waekwobth  District. — On  the 
south  side  from  Warkworth  Harbour  to  Morwick  Gate, 
and  on  the  north  side  from  Warkworth  Harbour  to  the 
east  boundary  of  the  Walkmill  estate  (about  sixty 
yards  above  Morwick  Cauld).  On  the  north  side  from 
a  white  post  on  the  east  boundary  of  the  Guyzance 
estate  to  a  white  post  at  the  west  boundary  of  the 
Guyzance  estate.  On  the  south  side  from  a  white  post 
opposite  Guyzance  Mill  to  Felton  Bridge. 

N.B.  Those  parts  of  the  river  from  Morwick  Gate 
and  Guyzance  on  the  south-  side,  and  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Walkmill  estate  and  the  white  post 
at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Guyzance  estate  on  the 
north  side,  and  from  Guyzance  Mill  to  Felton  on  the 
north  side,  are  not  included  in  this  permit. 

In  Rothbuby  Disteict. — From  a  white  post  com- 
mencing near  Tosson  Ford,  one  mile  above  Rothbury, 
to  a  white  post  at  the  Old  Iron  Works  at  the  west 
boundary  of  the  Brinliburn  estate,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  W.  A.  Watson-Armstrong's  fishing  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Coquet,  which  extends  from  a  white  post 
at  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Thrum  Mill  Lands 
(about  100  yards  below  the  fish-breeding  ponds)  to  the 
Black  Burn  ;  the  exception  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  being  a  small  strip  of  land  fifty  yards  below  the 
Thrum  Mill,  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Watson-Arm- 
strong, Fletcher  Haugh  (opposite  the  Gas  Works  at 
Rothbury),  and  the  strip  of  land  about  200  yards 
below  Tosson  Ford. 

N.B.  Mr.  W.  A.  Watson-Armstrong  has  generously 
granted  leave  to  the  Coquet  Committee  to  extend  their 
permits  to  his  water,  provided  anglers  fish  with  fly 
only. 

The  following  are  authorised  to  sell  the  said 
permits  :  — 

Amble. — J.  Wade,  Queen-street. 

Rothbury. — Andrew  Wallace,  Queen's  Head;  Walter 
Mavin,  tackle  maker ;  E.  Garvie,  County  Hotel ; 
W.  B.  Pyle,  Station  Hotel. 

Felton. — T.  Read,  Northumberland  Arms ;  Mr. 
Mack,  fishing  tackle  dealer. 

Acklington. — W.  March,  Railway  Inn. 

Warkworth.—,!.  S.  Green,  Sun"  Inn  ;  J.  T.  Ford, 
Hermitage  Inn. 

Alnwick.— Hardy  Bros.,  rod  and  tackle  makers. 

Morpeth.— E.  Garvie,  27,  Bridge-street;  John  Small, 
14,  Newgate-street. 


Nowcastle-on-Tyne. — T.  Papo,  CoUingwood-strcct ; 
J.  R.  Bolton,  Northumberland-street;  H.  A.  Murton, 
Market-street. 

Sunderland. — W.  Wanless,  gun  maker. 

Members  of  the  committee,  or  the  clerk. 

Special  Notices. 

1.  Anglers  fishing  the  waters  of  the  federation  are 
not  permitted  to  sell  their  fish. — See  Rule  18. 

2.  All  persons  found  fishing  in  the  said  waters 
without  the  Coquet  Company's  permit  will  bo  pro- 
secuted. 

3.  Yellow  trout  fishing  now  closes  on  Sept.  30.  • 

4.  Anglers  are  specially  warned  against  taking 
unclean  and  undersized  fish. — .S'ce  Rule  4  and  extracts 
from  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  printed  below. 

John  A.  Williamson, 

Solicitor, 
Clerk  to  the  Committee . 
Prudential-buildings,  Nowcastle-on-Tyne. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Reports  cannot  be  received  later  than  FIVE  o'clock 
on  Thursday  Evening. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (.5.5  min.  foi  Kew. 

40   ,,     „  Putney.  Art,J'5         „  Richmond. 

4.5  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  ^""j80  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50    ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85    ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Brid.ne,  it 
will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TisiE  OP  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  2    0..54    1.20 

Sunday,  ,,  3    1.43    2.  5 

Monday,  ,,  4    2.24    2.43 

Tuesday,  ,,  5    3.2    3. 20 

Wednesday,  ,,  6    3.S7    3.53 

Thursday,  ,,  7    4.10    4.26 

Friday,  ,,  8    4.43    4.58 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thamos  (Henley). — The  water  is  just  getting  into 
splendid  condition  for  all-round  angling,  and  with  a 
continuance  of  fine  weather  some  good  sport  should 
now  be  obtained.  A  fair  stream  is  running.  The  very 
boisterous  weather  of  late  has  made  fishing  anything 
but  pleasant,  and  little  has  been  done.  Some  of  those, 
however,  who  have  faced  the  music  have  been  re- 
warded. Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken  a  pike  of  81b.  and 
one  of  9ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
has  taken,  among  others,  a  brace  of  jack  weighing  91b. 
While  fishing  for  perch  at  Shiplake  on  the  27th, 
Messrs.  Ettles  and  Bowman,  out  with  S.  Smith, 
hooked  and  landed  a  nicely  made  trout  of  about  51b. 
Smith  tells  me  they  thought  they  had  killed  the  fish, 
but  after  being  in  the  well  about  an  hour  it  came 
round  strong  again,  and  was  carefully  returned  to  the 
water.  I  hear  also  some  good  chub  have  been  creeled 
at  this  station.  In  the  Hambledon  and  Medmenham 
districts  some  good  bags  of  roach  have  been  made,  and 
jack  up  to  71b.  Prospects  are  looking  better  than  they 
have  for  some  time,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report 
the  capture  of  some  good  takes  next  week. — Stanley 
Mead. 

 Monkey  Island,  Bray,  and  Maidenhead. — 

During  the  winter  fishing  season  the  water  has  been 
out  of  condition  for  some  three  weeks  at  least,  but  at 
other  times  anglers  have  had  some  good  days  among 
the  jack,  the  principal  takes  comprising — Mr.  Ned 
Andrews  one  day  seven  fish,  the  largest  about  91b., 
another  day  five  fish,  best  fish  about  S^lb.,  and  another 
red-letter  day,  fishing  with  Mr.  David  Wilton,  the 
Mayor  of  Maidenhead,  eighteen  jack,  sixteen  of  which 
were  good  sizable  fish,  the  largest  running  nearly  111b. 
These  were  exhibited  in  Maidenhead  the  same  evening 
they  were  caught,  and  made  a  very  handsome  show. 
Live  baiting  with  Mr.  Park,  T  ran  fourteen  jack  one 
day,  but  only  succeeded  in  landing  five,  losing  two 
really  good  fish.  On  other  days  with  Robert,  five  fish, 
four  fish,  and  three  times  three  fish,  all  going  over  41b., 
returning  ten  or  a  dozen  smaller  ones.  Roach,  perch, 
and  chub  fishing  has  been  very  moderate,  but,  given 
some  dry,  frosty  weather,  I  think  the  perch  will  get 
together,  and  then  they  ought  to  be  got. — L.  H. 
Cboss. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterlaeach). — During  the 
week  anglers  have  been  very  quiet  on  this  water. 
Those  who  have  been  out  have  had  troublesome 
weather,  although  fine  and  bright  most  days,  yet  the 
water  has  been  heavy  with  sti-ong  winds.  The  river 
still  is  vrey  clean,  and  a  good  colour,  for  four  miles 
from  this  point  up  to  Upware,  which  now,  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  season,  is  copsidered  a  good  place,  there 


being  "pits"  as  well  as  the  river.  Walcrbeach  is  the 
best  and  nearest  railway  station  ;  baits  may  be  obtained 
at  the  locks  first.  In  the  most  quiet  spots  this  week 
only  a  few  roach  had  (twenty  to  thirty  a  rod  per  day), 
but  few  pike.  With  less  wind,  prospects  good. — 
John  D.  George  (Bechc-road,  Cambridge). 

Devonshire  Streams. — All  the  streams  have  to 
report  decreased  receipts  last  season,  as  a  result  of  the 
unfavourable  condition  of  the  waters.  The  Exe  Con- 
servators received  £33  for  salmon  rod  licences,  as 
compared  with  £42  in  the  previous  year  ;  trout  licences 
realised  £105,  against  £111,  and  the  salmon  nets 
revenue  decreased  by  £41,  the  falling  off  in  the  latter 
being  more  than  any  previous  record — 1,504  salmon 
being  caught  in  tidal  waters,  averaging  12ib.  each,  as 
compared  with  2,273  fish  the  year  before,  and  in  the 
inland  waters  only  110  fish  were  landed,  against  253  in 
1899.  The  report  to  the  conservators  as  to  the  Exe 
prospects  this  season  are  somewhat  gloomy,  it  being 
announced  that  the  number  of  fish  which  had  gone  up 
to  spawn  was  much  less  than  usual.  Out  of  34  anglers 
who  took  out  licences  it  is  said  that  17  did  not  catch  a 
single  salmon.  In  the  past  season  87  pike  were  caught, 
total  weight  4491b.  ;  the  number  killed  the  season 
before  being  77,  weighing  4941b.  The  biggest  piko 
killed  was  a  12-pounder.  The  Upexe  Fishing  Associa- 
tion have  decided  that  the  time  of  trout  fishing  with 
fly  only  be  from  March  1  to  end  of  August. — • 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — ■  Weather  simply 
atrocious — rain,  hail,  sleet,  and  snow,  with  a  tornado 
of  wind  thrown  in  every  other  day  as  a  sort  of  make- 
weight. Needless  to  say,  with  these  genial  conditions, 
anglers  have  not  been  numerous.  The  chief  score  for 
past  week  was  a  lot  of  seventeen  pike,  weight  661b., 
which  were  secured  by  Mr.  Geo.  Hopewell  in  a  few 
hours'  live  baiting  in  our  canal.  One  or  two  of  small 
size  have  also  been  taken  from  Lower  Exe  by  Messrs. 
Street,  Roberts,  and  others.  Perch  and  roach  fishing 
seem  to  have  been  quite  "  off." — "  Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Once  more  the  anglers  of  this  district  are  in  a  state  of 
disappointment.  Commencing  with  a  gale  of  some 
violence,  and  closing  with  a  fall  of  snow,  the  week-end 
has  been  anything  but  comfortable,  or  even  promising, 
for  the  sportsman.  Prior  to  the  break-up  of  the 
weather  it  was  mild  and  promising,  and  exceedingly 
good  sport  was  had  in  the  Billingborough  district  of 
the  Fortyfoot,  and  about  Market  Deeping  on  the 
Welland.  Both  pike  and  roach  have  been  captured, 
and  some  good  roach  were  captured  about  Surfieet. 
— Limpet. 

Grova  Ferry  (Kent,  Stour). — The  water  is  now  in 
fairly  good  trim  for  roach  fishing.  Jack  have  also 
been  feeding  fairly  well ;  only  quite  recently  a  London 
angler  captured  thirteen  fish  in  an  afternoon's  spinning, 
heaviest  fish  51b.  On  Saturday  last  I  saw- a  fairly  good 
take  of  jack,  heaviest  fish  scaling  91b.  There  are 
several  good  fish  feeding  in  the  vicinity  of  Blood 
Point. — J.  KiHBY,  river  keeper. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Once  more  a 
gloom  has  come  over  the  sport  of  this  district.  Not  a 
great  deal  was  done  last  week,  and  some  even  came 
home  without  a  fish.  What  fish  were  caught  were 
chiefly  from  Mattersey  and  Clayworth.  The  canal,  at 
the  latter  place,  yielded  a  few  nice  baskets  of  roach, 
but,  as  a  rule,  the  fish  were  pronounced  off  feeding. 
On  Friday  commenced  a  storm  which  put  an  end  to 
the  week-end  prospects,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  the 
country  was  deeply  covered  with  snow.  This  does  not 
look  like  moving  off,  and  there  is  a  very  sharp  air, 
which  threatens  frost — indeed,  some  of  the  still  waters 
were  ice-bound  on  Tuesday. — L. 

Lea. — Rough  and  stormy  weather  has  been  experi- 
enced in  the  Lea  Valley  since  I  last  wrote,  a  gale 
raging  on  the  27th  ult.,  and  making  roach  fishing  a 
farce.  Since  then  there  has  been  some  frosty  weather 
and  a  fall  of  snow.  Roach  have  been  quite  off  the 
feed,  but  some  pike  and  perch  are  being  caught.  The 
St.  Margaret's  district  has  Yielded  a  nice  pike  of 
ISilb.,  which  fell  to  the  rod  "of  Mr.  S.  Dilew.  The 
river  is  on  the  bright  side  for  roach  fishing.  I  have 
no  news  from  the  tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg,  Arrow^,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  too  high  for  fishing,  and  there  is  little 
prospect  of  any  angling  being  done  before  the  trout 
season  opens.  Since  my  last  week's  report  we  have 
been  visited  by  a  succession  of  gales,  accompanied  by 
fierce  storms  of  hail,  snow,  and  rain,  and  at  time  of 
writing  (Wednesday  evening)  the  ground  is  covered  by 
snow,  a  cold  northerly  wind  blowing,  and  the  glass 
extremely  low. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Luggand  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
were  going  down  and  clearing  at  the  cud  of  last  week, 
and  there  was  a  good  prospect  of .  sport ;  but  on 
Saturday  a  terrific  gale  swept  over  the  district,  and 
rain,  hail,  and  snow  fell,  which  stopped  anglers  going 
out,  and  on  Tuesday  there  was  a  further  fall  of  snow, 
which  quite  settled  the  prospects  of  sport  for  some 
days,  and  no  angling  will  be  done  for  at  least  a  week, 
until  the  snow  water  has  run  off.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
fair  order  except  for  the  snow. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  melancholy  event 
of  the  loss  of  our  beloved  Queen  Victoria  has  clouded 
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over  everything,  and  angling  here  has  bowed  to  the 
supreme  order  of  things  in  this  respect.  Operations 
have  been  suspended  until  after  her  Majesty's  funeral  • 
but  on  account  of  the  various  weather  we  have  had  for 
the  past  week  the  water  just  now  is  of!  colour  thouc^h 
with  a  favourable  change  our  river  soon  gets  into 
condition  for  angling. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry), '  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
Kiver  continues  to  give  very  good  sport,  and  is  in  fine 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  A  great  quantity  of 
]ack  have  been  taken,  the  best  I  have  seen  .this  week 
going  91b.  Roach  are  also  well  on,  and  the  colour  is 
all  right.— A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Water  in  first-rate  condition 
stUl,^  and  visitors  have  had  fair  sport  with  the  jack. 
On  Saturday  last  and  the  following  day,  when  it  was 
blowing  a  gale  from  morning  to  night,  several  nice 

lish  were  taken,  but  none  scaled  over  61b.  W  N 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— It  would  be  quite  impossible  to  imagine 
worse  weather  for  angling  than  that  experienced 
here  during  the  past  week,  and  the  outlook  at 
present  is  the  very  reverse  of  reassuring.  Last  week 
ended  with  what  was  nearly  continuous  rain,  so  that 
all  these  streams  were  more  or  less  flooded,  especially 
the  bevern  This  river  has  not  yet  recovered,  as  it 
was  much  higher  than  for  a  long  time  past ;  but  the 
other  streams  m  this  neighbourhood  would  soon  be  at 
their  normal  level  should  the  weather  settle  down 
During  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and  part  of  the  day  on 
Monday,  a  furious  gale  raged  in  this  vicinity  and 
several  trees  were  uprooted  and  much  damat^e  done 
This  was  followed  by  a  snowstorm,  and  at  prelent  the 
face  of  the  country  is  enveloped  in  a  white  mantle 
and  the  air  is  decidedly  frosty.  The  only  item  of 
angling  news  is  that,  a  few  days  ago,  a  gentleman 
residing  at  Walshpool  landed  from  some  private  water 
near  that  town  a  fine  pike  in  splendid  condition 
upwards  of  141b.  in  weight.— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  wind  was  very 
rough  again  on  the  27th,  and  roach  fishin<^  in  most 
places  impossible,  the  best  bag  I  heard  of  bein<r 
51b.  A  few  pike  up  to  51b.  each  were  also  takem 
The  water  is  still  in  good  condition,  and  althout^h 
we  have  had  some  snow  it- has  melted  as  fast  as 
It  came  down,  and  there  has  not  been  enouo-h  to 
put  any  snow  broth  into  the  water.  The  weather  is 
cold  and  frosty,  and  should  put  the  roach  into  better 
bitmg  humour.— W.  T.  Bajnbhidc4e. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Thanks 
to  the  postal  authorities,  my  last  week's  copy  was  too 
late  for  insertion.    The  only  item  worth  special  notice 
was  a  pike  of  over  61b.,  taken  from  the  Upper  Ouse, 
flight  of  hooks  and  gimp  attached  to  the  jaw  The 
weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  stormy,  and 
m  the  present  saturated  condition  of  the  ground  every 
fall  of  rain  tends  to  discolour  the  water.  Depression 
IS  everywhere,  from  the  city  to  the  river  bank.  On 
the  hps  of  every  one  we  meet  there  is  a  word  of  sorrow 
for  the  loss  of  one  who  has  endeared  herself  to  peasant 
and  to  peer.    Rivers  are  now  in  good  order  for  pike 
fishing,  and  from  the  Ouse  at  Tofield  and  at  Baroombe 
Mills  sport  has  been  fairly  good.    Mr.  Ablett  is 
accredited  with  three  fish  weighing  131b.,  taken  from 
the  tidal  water.    Poor  sport  has  been  obtained  from 
the  Adur  and  Cuckmere,  a  small  pike  from  the 
Henfield  district  being  the  only  record  that  has 
reached  me.    Visitors  to  the  Rother  have  had  fair 
sport  when  the  weather  favoured.    A  brace  of  41b 
pike  were  taken  with  dace-live  snap  fishing— from 
below  Selham,  and  a  few  nice  perch  are  notified,  taken 
with  worm  and  minnow.    An  ill-conditioned  trout  of 
about  lilb.  was  returned  to  the  water.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  good  order,  and  a  few  pike  and  perch  may 
be  seen  feeding  in  the  Donnington  district.    A  visitor 
on  Monday  captured  a  brace  of  pike  with  spoon  from 
the  lower  water  near  Birdham,  the  fish  eom<y  3ilb 
each.— George  F.  Salter.  o     d    2  • 

i  ^fT^j  Devon).— Frost  and  snow   have  not 

troubled  the  water  this  year,  so  far,  and  fish  should 
have  had  a  good  time.  Every  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  authorities  to  protect  the  waters,  but 
funds  compel  them  to  withdraw  one  watcher,  and 
only  a  good  salmon-rod  season  will  prevent  others 
being  paid  off.— The  usual  flies  which  make  Devon 
famous  are  still  the  right  thing,  and,  although  the 
waters  early  are  larger,  bigger  flies  are  used— rou^h 
reds  and  blues,  not  forgetting  the  old  blue  uprit^ht — 
Rusty  Game.  ° 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  a  nice  level  and  is  in  fair  order  for  fishing  but 
the  weather  has  been  so  very  bad  during  the  last 'few 
days  that  no  anglers  would  think  of  venturing  out  At 
the  end  of  last  week  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  accompanied 
by  ram  and  hail,  passed  over  the  district  from  the 
north-west,  but  it  made  little  difference  to  the  water 
Rain  fell  on  Monday,  followed  by  frost  at  night  and 
to  finish,  on  Tuesday  snow  fell  nearly  all  day,  and  the 
ground  is  now  white  with  it  several  inches  deep  To- 
day (Wednesday)  it  is  frosty,  with  sun  shining,  but 
there  is  a  good  lot  of  snow  in  the  river,  and  fish  will 
not  move,  and  no  angler  with  any  sense  would  venture 
out.  Fishing  at  present  is  at  a  standstill,  and  there  is 
very  littl^  prospect  of  sport,  as  grayling  appear  to  have 
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gone  off,  and  anglers  will  have  to  content  themselves 
by  waiting  for  March  2,  when  trout  come  in  season, 
as  very  few  fish  will  be  caught  before.  The  Ony^ 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyohe  are  all  slightly  stained,  no 
fishing  done  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenhury).- The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 

running  a  fair  level,  but  is  slightly  stained,  owing  to 
the  very  rough  weather  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
when  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  rain, 'sleet,  and  hail' 
and  followed  on  Tuesday  by  a  downfall  of  snow,  which 
has  covered  the  ground  and  got  into  the  river;  and 
fishing  is  at  a  standstill  at  present,  and  will  be  'until 
the  snow  has  gone.  There  has  not  been  any  angling 
done  in  this  part  for  some  time,  the  weather  bein<'  so 
unsettled,  and  grayling  have  not  been  moving  well. 
Little  will  be  done  before  trout  come  in  season.— 
Worcester. 

Usk   and   Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— We 

have  had  an  exceptionally  good  salmon-spawning 
season  here  this  year,  the  rivers  have  been  in  very  hioh 
water  throughout.  Poachers  have  not  been  able  to  do 
much  damage,  owing  to  the  rivers  being  too  high.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  poaching  is  decreasing  in  this 
locality.  We  have  still  a  few  salmon  spawning  here, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  they  are  all  very  free  from  disease! 
The  trout  season  commences  here  on  Feb.  15.  

PONTSENNY. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  — Last  week 
the  river  rose  with  the  downfall,  and  became  so  dis- 
coloured that  it  was  nearly  impossible  for  the  fish  to 
see  the  bait.  Both  trolling  and  bottom  fishing  were 
at  a  discount,  and  the  only  takes  I  have  heard  of  this 
week  have  been  the  capture  of  a  few  roach  at  Bardncy 
railway  bridge,  and  one  or  two  other  points  in  the 
same  locality.  About  the  end  of  the  Bain  a  local 
angler  who  knows  their  habits  well  got  a  nice  display 
of  roach  the  other  day,  and  there  was  also  a  report  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  pike  being  captured  in  a  local 
pool  scaling  121b.  Above  Coningsby  Mill  also  there 
have  been  one  or  two  ideal  takes  "with  a  bunch  of 
maggots.  One  of  these  scaled  211b.,  mostly  roach. 
Dace  were  also  reported  pretty  lively.  Since  Friday 
we  have  had  high  winds,  rain,  and  finally  snow,  with 
signs  of  sharp  frost  in  the  future.— Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.   (Yorkshire).— Very  winterly  weather,  i  n  the 
shape  of  gales,  snow,  hail,  and  rains,  set  in  last  Friday, 
and  by  Sunday  all  our  rivers  were  bankful  of  "  snow 
broth."  This  and  the  hard  frost,  accompanied  by  bitter 
cold  winds,  has  all  but  put  a  stop  to  angling.    A  few 
enthusiastic  piscators  have,  however,  ventured  out,  but 
they  have  met  with  either  poor  or  no  sport  at  all  up  the 
Yore  and  the  sister  river.    The  Swale  has  been  drawn 
blank.    I  have  just  visited  a  shooting  friend  who  had 
a  couple  of  merlin  hawks  for  me,  and  found  the  storm 
above  Richmond  had  blocked  some  of  the  roads ;  the 
outlook  for  anglers  in  the  lower  Swale  is  not,  there- 
fore, very  rosy  at  present.    The  Wharfe  is  high,  and 
the  few  rods  out  last  Saturday  in  the  Harewood  and 
Cottingham  districts  did  nothing  or  next  to  it.  The  Der- 
went is  very  thick,  consequently  pike  fishing  has  fallen 
off.    A  few  roach  have  been  in  the  School  House  and 
Yeddingham  lengths,  with  little  red  worm  and  maggot, 
but  only  light  baskets  have  been  made  by  the  few 
anglers  out.    Similar  reports  come  to  hand  from  other 
rivers,  but  if  the  frost  continues  all  our  streams  will 
soon  clear,  and  as  they  fine  there  should  be  some' 
good  pike  fishing.     During  the  past  week  the  best 
jack  fishing  has  been  met  with  in  private  lakes  and 
reservoirs.     A  few  licensees  have  visited  Hornsea- 
mere,  but   sport   has  been  far  below  the  standard 
of  that  famous  sheet  of  water.    The  fish  caught  have 
been  taken  with  the  improved  Smith  Saddle  Snap 
Tackle,  which  I  consider  a  great  improvement  on  the 
ordinary  Saddle  Snap.     I  can  recommend  this  and 
"  Jardine  Snap,"  and  for  spinny  preserve  Sprats  in 
patent  lever-stoppered  bottles  will  be  found  not  only 
very  convenient  but  good  killers.— John  B.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Loch  Tay  (Kenmore).— On  .Jan.  25,  on  the 
Breadalbane  Hotel  water,  Mrs.  Robert  Wilson,  May- 
field,  Falkirk,  killed  salmon,  171b.  ;  on  the  reserve 
water,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  jun.,  Bantasken,  Falkirk, 
killed  salmon,  201b. ;  on  Jan.  26,  on  the  reserve  water, 
Maodiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon,  211b.— Wm. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  Jan.  26  Mr.  C.  Clephan 
landed  two  salmon,  211b.  and  191b.  ;  and  on  Jan.  28 
one  of  111b.— H.  Maisey. 

Ncrth-East  of  Scotland.— The  first  real  touch  of 
winter  is  at  present  being  experienced  all  over  the 
North  of  Scotland.  Since  Sunday  falls  of  snow  have 
been  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  in  some  districts  the 


roads  are  blocked  and  all  traffic  stopped.  A  gale  has 
accompanied  the  snowstorm,  and  from  an  angling 
point  of  view  the  change  from  abnormal  to  normal 
conditions  is  moat  welcome.  The  later  spring  waters 
will  be  all  the  better  of  the  drifting,  and  the  lowering 
of  the  temperature  of  the  rivers  will  check  the  run  o1 
fish  and  keep  the  bulk  of  them  in  the  middle  and 
lower  waters,  instead  of  crowding  the  head  waters  too 
soon.  It  would  be  unfortunate  if  the  experiences  of 
last  season  were  repeated  during  the  opening  month 
of  the  season,  when  for  weeks  not  a  cast  could  be  got 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  and  only  on  other 
parts  where  the  ice  could  be  broken.  The  prospects 
on  the  Dee  are  exceedingly  bright  with  favourable 
weather  conditions,  but  several  good  waters  are  still 
unlet.  On  the  Don  fish  have  not  been  so  plentiful  for 
many  years,  and  a  good  spring  season  is  confidently 
anticipated.  The  Deveron  is  now  yielding  the  fruits 
of  buying  off  the  nets,  and  an  early  season  is  expected. 
•There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  get  the  free  water  at 
Huntly  opened  a  month  earlier  on  account  of  the  early 
and  prolific  run  of  fish.  The  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  North 
and  South  Esks  do  not  open  for  some  time  yet.  Most 
of  the  netting  stations  all  round  the  coast  open 
between  the  11th  and  16th  inst.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Severe  snowstorms  have 
again  visited  the  South  of  Scotland  since  last  week's 
note.  Last  night  (Wednesday)  keen  frost  prevailed, 
with  an  additional  fall  of  snow  during  the  forenoon. 
The  rivers,  however,  are  still  clear  of  ice,  and  it  will 
take  about  a  week's  continuous  frost  before  the  rivers 
are  covered  with  ice.  There  are  no  further  notes  from 
Nithsdale  regarding  the  progress  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  salmon  disease  on  the  Nith,  Happily,  the  other 
Border  streams  arc  up  till  now  unaffected  by  the 
scourge,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  they  will  escape  the 
disease  this  season.  Spawning  appears  to  bo  about 
over,  and  on  the  whole  the  season  has  been  favourable. 
The  district  rivers  of  the  Solway  opened  on  Jan.  25, 
except  a  portion  of  the  Esk,  which  opened  earlier  than 
that  date.  Salmon  netting  in  the  firth  opens  on  Feb. 
11  on  the  English  side  of  the  channel.  On  the  Scottish 
side  the  netting  opens  with  the  rod  fishing  on  the 
rivers. — Hic.vrHEBBELL. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
There  has  been  little  improvement  to  note  in  either 
the  state  of  the  weather  or  the  conditions  of  the  rivers. 
Both  the  main  streams  have  averaged  from  two  to  two 
and  a  half  feet  up  to  Monday,  when  they  again  began 
to  rise  still  further,  and  by  Wednesday  the  gauge"  at 
Kelso  Bridge  registered  between  four  and  five  feet, 
and  both  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  were  of  a  very  nasty 
colour.  This,  no  doubt,  would  be  caused  by  the 
melting  of  the  recently  fallen  snows  in  the  upper 
districts.  These  rises  must  have  had  a  most  salutary 
effect  on  the  run  of  fish  into  the  rivers,  and  things 
ought  to  look  well  for  the  opening  of  the  spring  cam- 
paign, which  begins  on  Feb.  14.  Of  course  salmon 
anglers  are  now  on  the  look-out  for  their  lines,  hooks, 
and  rods,  so  as  to  get  them  in  order  for  the  ensuing 
season.  There  has  been  very  little  of  any  kind  of 
angling  since  last  report,  but  the  trout  got  have  been 
all  of  very  thin  condition,  and  killed  with  "bait," 
whatever  that  means.  On  the  Maxwheel  Pool  last 
week  Mr.  Frank  Stephani  also  landed  a  splendid 
female  pike  which  drew  the  scale  at  101b.,  while  the 
two  lengths  of  roe  in  it  would  weigh  fully  2^1b.  The 
fish  gave  excellent  sport,  and  was  taken  on  one  of 
Forest's  "spoon  bait"  and  copiser  wire  trace.  This 
morning  we  had  a  fall  of  fully  three  inches  of  snow, 
and  shortly  before  eight  o'clock  the  storm  was  accom- 
panied with  thunder  and  lightning.— Maxwheel. 


"  CONSOLTINO  THE  Fi.Y  BoOK,"  hy  Hal  Ludlow,  and  "  Weighing 
IN  THE  Catches,"  Ijy  W.  Hatherell.  Reproductions  of  the 
above  pictures  2s.  6d.  per  pair.  Nearly  out  of  print !  Pritt's 
"Book  of  tlie  Graylini;,"  Large-paper  edition.  A  few  copies 
offered  at  Ibn.  .Jackson's  "Practical  Klv  Fisher,"  7s.  6d.  All 
post  free.  The  "  Improved  Smeeth  Saddle  Snap."  Bt-ins  leaded 
below,  the  bait  alwavB  remains  in  a  natural,  iipri^dit  iiositinn. 
Samples,  p»st  free,  ed.  each.— .T.  E.  Mii.i.f.i:,  Nortbt-iii  Anu'leis' 
Depot,,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds; 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandon  and  Glen  Rivers  (co.  Cork). — Your 
correspondent  "J.  A.  B."  is  wrong  in  stating  that 
these  rivers  open  on  Feb.  1,  and  if  any  of  your  readers 
go  out  on  that  date  they  will  find  themselves  in  the 
hands  of  the  law.  Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opens  on 
both  rivers  on  Feb.  15.  The  Bandon  is  reported  to  be 
very  well  stocked  this  year,  and  anglers  should  have  a 
good  season. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  present  "cold  snap," 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  has  put  an  end 
to  any  hopes  of  angling  for  some  days  to  come,  as  snow 
water  keeps  trout  from  taking  either  fly  or  worm. 
The  rivers  which  opened  on  Feb.  1  are  :  Lagan  and 
its  tributaries,  the  Kilroot,  Geyum,  Glenarm,  GlenariS, 
Dall,  Dun,  Carey,  Glenshesk,  Bush,  and  all  other 
streams  entering  the  sea  between  Donaghadee  and 
Portrush.  None  of  the  Go.  Down  rivers  open  till 
March  1.  The  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers  do  not  hold 
clean-run  white  trout  till  July,  I  should  observe,  in 
correction  of  an  error  in  a  former  issue.  Sir  Frederick 
Carrington,  K.C.B..  president  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association,  is  returning  home  from  South  Africa, 
where  he  commanded  the  Rhodesian  Field  Force. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
opens  in  this  district  on  Friday,  July  1.  The  river  is 
at  present  in  a  very  flooded  condition,  but  is  reported 
to  be  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  until  the  river  settles 
down  somewhat  good  sport  cannot  be  expected. — 
W.  Hainf.r  ik  Son, 
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Eundrowes  (Co.  Donegal). — A  severe  storm  set 
in  here  on  the  2Gth  ult.,  and  has  continued  up  to  time 
of  writing.  Snow  and  sleet  has  been  falling  heavily 
during  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  the  river  is 
now  exceptionally  high— in  fact,  flooding  the  meadows 
all  along  the  banks  of  the  river  on  both  sides,  there- 
fore there  will  not  be  any  prospect  of  fishing  this  week, 
as  it  will  take  a  week  or  ten  days  from  now  before  the 
river  is  in  fishing  ply,  owing  to  the  very  unsettled  and 
discoloured  state  which  the  water  is  in  at  present. — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Lee  Kiver  (co.  Cork).— Anglers  in  this  district 
had  got  their  rods  and  tackle  in  order  previous  to 
the  1st,  when  salmon  and  trout  fishing  commenced. 
Salmon  are  reported  to  be  very  numerous  on  all  the 
fisheries,  and  with  seasonable  weather  good  sport  may 
with  confidence  be  expected.  We  hope  to  have  a  good 
list  of  "  kills "  to  report  for  nest  week. — William 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Neagli. — The  pullen  fisheries  of  Lough 
Neagh  opened  on  Feb.  h  For  years  these  fisheries 
have  declined  steadily  owing  to  the  catching  of  imma- 
ture fish  and  the  constant  raking  of  the  waters  with 
nets,  legal  and  illegal,  in  season  and  out  of  season. 
These  beautiful  fish,  we  would  again  warn  English 
readers,  are  frequently  sold  as  grayling  in  English 
,  markets,  though  the  resemblance  of  the  pullen  to  the 
grayling  is  anj-thing  but  close.  Just  now  the  lough  is 
full  of  ravenous  spent  salmon  and  lake  trout,  which 
speedily  fatten  on  pullen  fry.  By  statute  trout 
netting  opens  on  March  1,  and  in  fact  it  opens  with 
the  pullen  netting,  as  both  salmon,  trout,  and  pullen 
are  taken  in  the  same  nets. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballena,  Co. 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opens  here  on 
Feb.  1.  The  river  is  in  flood  from  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow,  and  the  water  in  the  loughs  has  flooded  the 
meadows. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  -prospects  are  very 
good,  at  time  of  writing,  for  the  angling  which  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1.  The  same  applies  to  the  Kerry  and 
Cork  rivers.  All  waters  are  in  good  order,  and  salmon 
are  running  up  into  Lough  Currane  in  generally  fair 
or  average  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Rhone  Valley  (Upper).— The  leather  has  not 
yet  become  sufficiently  favourable  for  the  angle  in  the 
Vaudois  and  Valais  waters,  though  the  open  season 
for  the  former  commenced  on  Jan.  1,  while  the  fishing 
of  the  Stockalper  water  (Valais)  does  not  begin  till 
March  15.  This  may  probably  extend  the  ojierations  of 
poachers,  whose  reputed  disreputable  practices,  as  a 
rule,  leave  the  trout  fishing  scarcely  quite  worth  the 
thirty  francs  annually  charged,  to  foreigners,  for  per- 
mission to  fish.  The  Vaudois  licence  costs  six  francs 
fifty  centimes.  I  saw  some  of  this  latter  water  at  Aigle 
the  other  day,  clear  as  crystal,  which  is  quite  unusual, 
and  I  lately  met  the  proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Ghateau- 
Bellevue,  Si6rre,  who  said  that  the  fishing  attached 
to  his  hotel  was  then  very  good :  in  the  Rhone  itself, 
and  other  waters.  Here  the  long  frost  has  broken,  and 
wet  weather  has  succeeded,  bringing  the  snowline  low 
down  on  the  mountains.  Most  of  this  snow  has  to 
run  oS  by  the  valley  streams  before  more  can  be 
expected  than  an  occasional  day  fit  for  fishing,  while 
ten-pounder  experiences,  like  the  capture  of  specimen 

fish  by  Captain  S  ,  etc.,  will  scarcely  be  repeated 

before  the  close  of  the  season,  unless  by  an  early 
accidental  meeting  with  one  returning  to  Lake 
L6man.— Ben  Wyan,  Veytaux,  Jan.  25. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  present  neap  tides  have 
taken  the  whiting  into  deep  water,  but  evidences  are 
not  wanting  that  they  have  not  yet  left  the  locality. 
Pier  anglers  have  recently  done  fairly  well  among  the 
dabs  and  poutings,  but  very  few  whitings  have  been 
.caught.  Sunday's  visitors  comprised  Messrs.  Dur- 
lacher,  Mackarness,  Stewart,  Holbrow,  Cathie,  Bar- 
cham.  Ward,  and  Batchelor,  and  these,  together  with 
a  few  local  sportsmen,  made  a  fair  return  for  the  day, 
Mr.  Stewart  gaining  special  honours  with  several  very 
fine  dabs.  Mr.  Filmer  had  sole  possession  of  the  pier  for 
some  hours  on  Monday,  and  his  catch  of  twenty-six 
fish  included  half  a  dozen  large  dabs.  He  was  Joined 
on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr.  Bursill,  and  Mr. 
Bushnell,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  day's  catch 
consisted  of  small  poutings.  Trooper  Betteridge,  of 
the  Berkshire  Yeomanry,  a  young  gentleman  recently 
mvalided  from  South  Africa  with  the  loss  of  his  right 
ej'e,  joined  forces  with  the  above-named  on  Wednesday, 
when  "  pouting  knocks  "  kept  each  angler  busy,  though 
the  day's  haul  did  not  prove  large.  With  the  spring 
I  tlie  end  of  the  present  week,  the  whiting 

should  once  more  afford  good  sport.— J.  Richardson 
(B.b.A.S.) 

Deal.— Owing  to  the  very  unsettled  weather  lately, 
nothing  worth  mention  has  been  done  with  rod  and 
Ime.  However,  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  has 
moderated  down,  and  a  few  boats  have  been  out,  and 


landed  with  a  few  whiting  and  an  occasional  codling. 
Should  the  weather  continue  fine  and  westerly,  in  all 
probability  there  will  be  some  sport  these  spring  tides. 
— Edwabd  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North 
Parade. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  8 :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Men. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m. 

3,13 
p.m. 
3.38 

a.m. 
1   4.  0 

p.m. 
1  4.20 

1  a.m. 

4.39 
1  p.m. 

4.57 

a.m. 

5.14 
p.m. 
5.31 

1  a.m. 
1  5.47 
f  p.m. 
!  0.  3 

a.m. 

6.19 
p.m. 
6.35 

1 

a.m. 
6.51 
p.m. 

7.  8 

8.  y 

8.53 

9.34 

10.12 

10.47 

11.19 

11.51 

8.32 

9.14 

,  9.53 

10.30 

11.  3 

t  11.35 

8.!>1 

9.35 

1  10.16 

10.54 

11.29 

1 

0.17 

9.14 

9.56 

10.35 

11.13 

11.45 

oTi 

0.33 

Aldeburgh   

9.39 
10.  2 

10.23 

10.45 

11.  4 

11.23 

11.41 
11.59 

0.17 

0.33 
0.49 

1.  5 
1.21 

II.  7 

III.  30 

11.52 

0.12 
0.32 

0.  51 

1.  9 

1.27 
1.44 

2.  0 
2.17 

2.34 
2.50 

Burnham-on-  ) 
Crouch; 

.11.18 
11.41 

0.  3 

0.23 
0.43 

1.  2 
1.20 

1.38 
1.55 

2.11 

2.28 

2.45 
3.  1 

Southend  Sheer-I 
ness  and  Leigh/ 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs  &  Earns-}, 
gate  j 

_ 
0.  1 

0.24 
0.45 

1.  6 
1.26 

1.45 
2.  2 

2.18 
2.34 

2.50 
3.  6 

3.21 
3.36 

11.  4 
11.27 

11.48 

0.  9 
0.29 

0.  48 

1.  5 

1.21 
1.37 

1.53 
2.  9 

2.24 
2.39 

Deal  and  Dover... 

10.  6 
10.29 

10.51 
11.12 

11.33 
11.53 

0.12 

0.31 
0.49 

1.  7 
1.25 

1.42 
1.58 

Hastings  

-  9.50 
10.13 

10.35 
10.56 

11.17 
11. .37 

11.50 

0.15 
0.33 

0.51 
1.10 

1.26 
1.42 

Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton  / 

10.16  , 
10.39 

11.  1 
11.22 

11.43 

0.  3  , 
0.22 

0.41 
0.59 

1.17 
1.35 

1.52 
2.  8 

10.30 
;10.51 

11.11 

11.30 

11.49 

0. 7 : 
0.24 : 

0.40 
0.55 

1.10 
1.26 

1.41 
1.56 

Shoreham  and\ 
Southwiok  j 

10.39 
11.  2 

11.24 
11.45 

0.  6 

0.26 
0.45 

1.  4 
1.23 

1.40 
1.53 

2.15 
2.31 

Portsmouth  and\ 
flay  ling  Island/  j 

10.50 

n.i2 

11.32 
11.51 

0.10 

0.29 
0.48 

1.  0 
1.23 

1.40 
1.56 

2.12 
2.27 

4.54  ' 
5.19  I 

5.42  , 
0.3, 

6.23 
6.43  1 

7.  1 
7.18  j 

7.34 
7.49 

8.  4 
8.19 

8.34 
8.49 

Plymouth. — A  week  of  successive  gales  has  hardly 
been  conducive  to  amateur  fishing,  but  the  regular 
fisherman  who  is  dependent  on  his  catch  of  fish  to 
provide  his  bread  and  butter  has  been  obliged  to  make 
good  use  of  his  time  between  the  storms,  and  very  little 
fish  has  been  landed.  All  kinds  of  flatfish  are  now 
getting  in  good  condition,  and  continue  so  through 
February,  March,  and  April.  They  spawn  in  May  and 
June,  and  then  become  flabby  and  out  of  condition  and 
unfit  for  food._  The  mackerel  are  coming  on  very  early 
this  season — in  fact,  some  very  good  catches  were 
landed  in  the  early  part  of  the  month.  It  is  not  usual, 
however,  for  the  drift  boats  to  fit  out  for  catching  them 
until  about  the  middle  of  February,  but  several  of  the 
boats  are  already  equipped  and  waiting  for  their 
appearance.  Some  of  the  steam  trawlers  have  landed 
fair  catches,  but  they  go  some  hundreds  of  miles  to 
catch  them.  It  has  been  too  cold  for  pier  fishing,  and 
very  little  has  been  done  during  the  week.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  February  includes  the  following— 
atherine  (smelt),  sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting, 
dab,  mackerel,  eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  trout,  and 
salmon,  and  all  shell  fish.— William  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Irish  Sea  Pishing  Notes.— At  Ballinskelligs  and 
Ballycotton  fair  sport  is  being  had.  The  same  applies 
to  Castletown  (co.  Cork)  and  Dingle.  At  Sneem 
(especially  at  Ballyhog  and  Glenlough)  and  Valentia 
good  sport  has  been  experienced  among  hake,  pollock, 
ling,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  Sea  fishing  continues 
suspended  at  Waterville. — T.  J.  D. 


THE  IRISH  SALMON  FISHERIES. 


The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  by  Mr.  T.  P. 
Gill,  Secretary  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  to  the 
various  clerks  of  Boards  of  Conservators  in  Ireland  ; 
"  Sib, — I  am  directed  by  the  vice-president  to  request 
that  you  will  bring  the  following  information  before 
the  notice  of  your  board  with  a  view  to  its  being 
communicated  to  owners  of  salmon  fishing  in  youx 
district.  The  department  are  of  opinion  that'  the 
acquisition  of  such  information  bearing  on  the  life- 
history  of  salmon  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
rational  administration  and  regulation  of  the  salmon 
fishing  industry.  An  investigation  of  this  kind  is 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Irish  Inland 
Fisheries  Commission.  A  scheme  of  scientific  in- 
vestigation has  been  drafted  with  the  advice  of  the 
Special  Committee  on  Fisheries.  It  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Agricultural  Board,  which  has  sanc- 
tioned for  the  purpose  an  annual  expenditure  of  £660 
for  a  term  of  years  on  condition  that  the  sum  of  £460, 


n  V  preliminary  capital  expenditure, 

shall  be  first  subscril)ed  by  owners  and  lessees  of  inland 
fisheries.  The  department  will  be  obliged  if  your 
board  will  inform  them  at  as  early  a  date  as  may  bo 
practicable  whether  they  arc  prepared  to  take  Hteps 
to  secure  from  those  interested  the  provision  of  the 
capital  sum  named.  I  am  to  point  out  that  if  this 
sum  is  not  forthcoming  at  an  early  date,  the  inves- 
tigation  cannot  be  undertaken  this  year.— J.  A.  B." 


Jingling  ^tufurcs. 

Pebruary  3. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Punt  Outing  to  Twickenham. 
Clapham  Junction:  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 
Dibdin  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Good  Intent :  Match  at  Shiplakc. 
Harlesden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Lincoln  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
North  Brixton :  Outing. 
North-east  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
North  London. — Match  at  Ware. 
South  Bermondsey  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Stratford  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Walham  Green  :  Specimen  Prize  Outing. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
Wellington  ;  Outing  to  Datchet. 
Wenlock  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
West  Ham  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Match. 
Pebruary  4. 

Anglers'  Association :   Renting  and  Prcsen-ation 
Meeting. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf. 
Pebruary  5. 

Dalston :  Annual  Supper. 
Pebruary  6. 

B.S.A.S.  :  Paper  by  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin. 

Limehouse  :  Reading  by  Mr.  Powles-West. 
Pebruary  7. 

A.B.S. :  Committee  Meeting. 

Royal  George  :  Visit. 
Pebruary  9. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Perch  Competition. 


Feb.  10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 

10. 

10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 
11. 

11. 
11. 

11.  - 

12.  - 

13.  - 
13.- 
13.- 

17.- 
17.- 
17.- 
17.- 

17.  - 

18.  - 

18.  - 

19.  - 
19.- 
21.- 
24.- 
24.- 

24.  - 

25.  - 
27.- 


— Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
— Battersea  Friendly :  Cup  match  at  Reading. 
— Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match. 
— Brunswick  Brothers :   Match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

— Collingwood :  Reading  by  Mr.  J.  Deplidge 

on  the  River  Wey. 
— Earlsfield :  Outing. 
— Izaak  Walton  :  Outing. 
— Jubilee  :  Match  at  Taplow. 
— Park  :  Match  at  Hampton. 
—Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
—Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Marlow. 
—Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Prize  outing. 
—Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
—Waggoners :  Match. 

—Friendship :  A.B.S.  concert,  and  lantern 
lecture  by  W.  J.  Wade. 

—Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 

—Piscatorial  Society :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf. 

—Royal  Oak  :  Benefit  Concert. 

— Sejinour  Brothers  :  Smoking  Concert. 

—Cambridge  Friendly :  Concert. 

—Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

—Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing  to  Ship- 
lake. 

—Blenheim  :  !Match  at  Boxmoor. 

-Camden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

—Carlton  :  Match  at  Staines. 

— Clissold  :  Outing. 

— Cobden  :  Jlatch  at  Cookham. 

—Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

-Original  Alexandra :  Supper. 

-Good  Intent :  Annual  Supper. 

-Oglander  :  Concert. 

-Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  Dinner. 

-Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

-Islington  Brothers  ;  Match  at  Shiplake. 

-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Concert. 

-B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 


Cement  for  Aquaria. — (1)  For  fresh  7catcr  aquaria  : 
Take  ^  gill  gold  size,  2  gills  red  lead,  li  gills  litharge, 
and  sufficient  silver  sand  for  a  thick  jjaste.  This  sets 
in  about  two  days.  (2)  For  fresh  or  salt  water  aquaria  : 
Take  J  gill  powdered  resin,  1  gill  dry  white  sand,  1  gill 
litharge,  1  gill  plaster  of  Paris.  Sift ;  and  for  use  mix 
with  boiled  linseed  oil  to  which  a  little  dryer  has  been 
added.  Mix  fifteen  hours  before  using,  and  allow  two 
or  three  hours  to  dry. 


>1 
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IReports  front  Clubs. 


"-TFe  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Repoiis  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  PIVE  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening-.  Address  "Editor,  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dnnstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
RepoeT  "  outside  envelope.  _ 


Angflers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Goldeu-lauG,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  nest,  Feb. 

4,  at  8.30  p.m.  I  took  a  further  consignment  of  the 
10,000  fish  purchased  down  to  Langley,  G.W.R.,  and 
turned  them  into  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  on 
Saturday  last,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  accompanying  me. 
We  are  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Pithouse,  of  the  North 
Star,  Langle}',  for  his  kind  assistance  ;  he  also  handed 
to  me  the  sum  of  one  guinea  as  a  donation  to  our  netting 
and  restocking  fund.  Owing  to  the  funeral  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  I  have  postponed  taking  down 
to  Langley  the  final  consignment  of  fish ;  I  have  not 
yet  arranged  another  date. — R.  G.  Woodbuff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting 
List). — The  visit  on  Jan.  29  to  the  Clissold  Angling 
Society  was  fairly  attended,  and  twelve  societies  re- 
presented. Owing  to  the  death  of  the  Queen  there  was 
no  harmony.  Next  visit  to  Crown  and  Buckland. 
Date  later. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — At  a  meeting 
held  at  Club  Union  Buildings,  on  Jan.  25,  a  committee 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  com- 
petition in  the  Lea  in  March,  in  aid  of  the  funds. 
Further  particulars  will  be  announced.  Will  any  gentle- 
man wishing  to  assist  in  the  work  by  giving  a  prize 
please  communicate  with  the  secretary.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  on  Friday,  Feb.  8,  at  9.30. — S.  Malby, 
Hon.  Sec,  9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N. 

Ang-lers'  Benevolent  Society. — I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  17s.  Od.  from  the 
Cobden  A.S.  and  £1  2.s.  Qd.  from  the  Perseverance  A.S. 
from  their  donation  boxes,  and  £1  6s.  Od.  collected 
privately  by  Mr.  Seigenberg,  for  which  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  awarded  by  the  committee.  At  the  last 
meeting  there  were  two  applications  for  relief,  and  £11 
was  granted.  Permission  was  granted  for  a  competition 
to  take  place  in  the  river  Lea  in  March  nest.  Mr, 

5.  Malby  was  appointed  secretary,  and  F.  Newton 
treasurer  of  the  competition.  Nineteen  prizes  were 
IJromised,  others  to  be  added ;  further  particulars  in 
next  report. — R.  Ghurney. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake 
Hotel,  Ladbroke  Grove,  W. — Only  a  few  fish  were 
taken  on  Jan.  27,  owing  to  the  boisterous  weather. 
Only  two  prizes  were  taken  in  the  Windsor  match : 
J.  Checkley,  1st ;  G.  Tipper,  2nd  ;  leaving  3rd  and  4th 
to  be  fished  for.  Will  m.embers  kindly  attend  on 
Monday  night  to  receive  last  quarterly  balance-sheet  ? 
— K.  Stedman. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Usbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
Our  roving  match  at  Taplow  was  a  success.  Ben 
Abrahams,  first;  R.  Ha-ris,  second;  G.  Chapman, 
third  ;  G.  Blades,  fourth  ;  F.  Wright,  fifth  ;  H.  Smith, 
sixth;  Mr.  Spicer,  7th;  Arthur  Osborne,  8th.  Mr.  F. 
Shepperd  had  three  nice  perch,  largest  lib.  9^oz.  Ben 
Abrahams  was  out  on  Jan.  30  bank  fishing  in  the 
Upper  Thames,  and  caught  a  pike  of  Clb.  2oz.  and  some 
roach,  the  largest  15oz. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  good 
muster  on  Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  27,  and  a  good  show  of  jack  and 
roach  was  on  view.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on 
Feb.  10,  from  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow,  towpath  only ; 
return  to  Burnt  Mill  station. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.  —  On 
Jan.  27  the  following  weighed  in  roach  :  INIessrs. 
Brealsforth,  Miller,  A.  Nunn,  and  C.  Nunn,  the  last 
winning  the  remaining  prize  from  last  outing.  We 
have  made  another  working  member.  The  next  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  11.  Jan.  .30  was  quarterly 
night. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B. — At  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  J.  Jones  presiding,  previous  minutes  were 
duly  confirmed.  The  members'  friendly  match  fixed 
for  Feb.  3  is  postponed  for  the  present.  Several  were 
out  on  Saturday,  the  27th,  but  have  to  record  a  blank. 
Two  lapsed  prizes  still  available.  Slembers  please 
note.  Central  visit  to  Royal  George  Angling  Society 
on  Thursday,  Feb.  7.— W. 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  match  on  Jan.  27 
resulted  as  follows:  Messrs.  J.  Hudson,  1st  prize; 
R.  Dring,  2nd  prize  ;  and  F.  Apliu,  3rd  prize.  INIr. 
J.  Hudson  weighed  in  a  roach  lib.  12ioz.  The  final 
tie  for  the  cup  will  be  fished  for  at  Reading  on  Feb.  10. 
— A.  Dijonge. 

Bermondsey  Bros.  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Our  supper  with  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  is  postponed,  in  consequence  of  unforeseen 
diificulties,  but  will  take  place  at  a  future  date.  On 


Jan.  27,  several  members  Were  out,  with  the  following 
results :  Messrs.  J.  J.  Smith,  roach,  181b.  ;  Spidei° 
roach,  101b.  ;  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  bream,  51b.  (one 
roach  lib.  13oz.). — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Several  members  made  up  a  grand  show 
of  roach  from  the  Thames  on  Jan.  27,  over  401b.  being 
contributed  by  the  following :  Messrs.  Cadman, 
Wheelhouse,  Jones,  Stone,  Stillman,  and  Foster.  Will 
members  attend  next  Wednesday,  to  settle  destination 
for  February  series  prizes. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  had  fish :  W.  Yarham,  chub  and 
jack;  H.  Wilkins,  a  fine  show  of  roach.  They  deserved 
all  they  caught,  as  by  all  accounts  it  was  a  terrible 
day.  We  made  Mr.  A.  Cracknell  a  working  member 
on  Wednesday  last,  and  have  replied  to  the  friendly 
challenge  of  the  Allason  Angling  Society  in  the  follow- 
ing terms.  We  agree  to  fish  fifteen  members  of  that 
club  at  Boxmoor  (from  the  Whip  and  Collar  to  the 
fourth  lock  towards  King's  Langley)  on  Feb.  17.  Com- 
mence at  11  a.m.,  leave  off  at  4.30  p.m.  ;  one  rod 
only,  no  live  bait,  towpath  only,  jack,  pope,  eels,  bleak, 
and  minnows  barred.  We  are  only  waiting  their 
answer  to  ratify  the  match. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Windsor  Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.  —  On 
Jan.  27  Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed  in  roach,  31b.  7Joz., 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  roach.  Jan.  30  being  audit 
night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  satis- 
factory. The  quarterly  peg-down  match  is  fixed  to 
take  place  on  Feb.  10,  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for 
three  prizes  imder  the  usual  conditions.  On  Feb.  25 
we  have  a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.    Full  details  nest  week. — F.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — On  Jan.  27 
Messrs.  E.  Papworth,  A.  Robertson,  C.  Parmenter, 
and  S.  King  weighed  in  some  good-class  roach,  most 
of  the  fish  weighing  close  on  a  pound.  Our  prize  outing 
will  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Feb.  10.  There 
are  some  good  prizes  to  go  for.  The  Royal  Oak  have 
a  smoking  concert  on  Feb.  11  for  a  brother  angler, 
and  I  hope  as  many  members  as  possible  will  attend 
on  that  occasion. — A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tains Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.  —  We  have  a  pegged- 
down  match  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  24,  usual  conditions. 
Smoking  concert  on  Feb.  13,  all  angling  friends 
cordially  invited. — W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Jan.  27  Messrs  J.  Baines  had 
jack  and  perch,  W.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  jack  ;  S.  Hadkiss, 
roach ;  R.  Hubbard,  roach ;  C.  Hazard,  roach ;  E. 
Argent,  perch  ;  and  H.  Dcverell,  dace.  The  lapsed 
prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.  We  have 
altered  the  date  of  our  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
concert  to  Feb.  13. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Not  many  members  were  out 
on  Jan.  27.  Mr.  Cook  had  81b.  8oz.  roach ;  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Fuller  also  having  fish. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  match  between  Mr.  G. 
Ayers's  side  and  Mr.  J.  Springer's  side  took  place  at 
Cookham  on  the  27th  ult.  in  very  rough  weather. 
Eleven  out  of  fourteen  chosen  turned  out,  resulting  in 
a  win  for  Mr.  Springer's  side — a  very  close  thing,  only 
the  turn  of  the  scale  giving  it  to  them.  Mr.  Ayers's  side 
were  two  men  short.  Only  four  members  succeeded 
in  taking  fish,  two  on  each  side  ;  for  the  winners  Mr. 
Hacon  and  Mr.  B.  Yarham,  for  the  losers  Mr.  W. 
Fayers  and  Mr.  W.  Flight.  All  members  must  attend 
on  Feb.  6  to  settle  conditions  for  next  club  outing  at 
Staines  on  Feb.  17.— W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Club. 
— The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take 
place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent 
Garden,  W.C,  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  4,  at  9  p.m. 
sharp. — W. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  return  visit  is  to 
the  Royal  Cieorge  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Queen's 
Arms  Hotel,  Bateman  Street,  Soho,  W.,  on  Thursday 
next,  Feb.  7.    Hope  for  a  good  attendance. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 
— Our  twelfth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  3,. 
at  Hampton  Court,  roving,  towx^ath  only.  Train  from 
Clapham  Junction  8.27  a.m.,  return  from  Hampton 
Court  6.10  p.m.  On  Jan.  27  tire  following  weighed  in  : 
Messrs.  J.  Willgoss,  chub,  one  fish,  31b.  5oz.  ;  A. 
Heyman,  jack,  one  fish,  41b.  6oz.  ;  A.  Bowater,  roach  ; 
J.  Thorne,  roach  and  dace.  Important  business  will 
be  transacted  next  meeting  night. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — On  Jan.  26  Mr.  Gisbourne 
had  a  nice  bag  of  roach  and  dace.  The  February 
outing  fixed  for  Feb.  3  (four  good  x^rizes)  will  be  open, 
roving,  all  fish  to  weigh. — P.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  Jan.  27  Mr.  A. 
Coulsen  weighed  in  dace  and  roach.    Our  visit  was 


attended  fairly  well,  but  owing  to  the  death  of  the 
Queen  we  were  unable  to  have  any  harmony,  so  had 
to  resort  to  the  -esteemed  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  (Mr.  Woodruff)  to  render  us  an  account  of 
the  work  of  the  association,  which  ho  did  in  a  most 
able  manner.  The  visiting  officer  (Mr.  Ben  Abrahams) 
also  spoke,  likewise  Mr.  Thorling  (St.  John's  Angling 
Society).  When  the  roll  was  called  twelve  clubs 
responded.  I  wish  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  those 
who  supported  us.  On  Tucsda^  next  we  must  arrange 
the  outing  for  Feb.  17.— E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— -On  Jan.  27  Uv.  ('..  Percival  had  roach,  Mr. 
A.  Howland  roach,  and  ]\Ir.  E.  liaxter  roach.  Our 
fourth  private  prize  match  talccs  place  at  Cookham  on 
Feb.  17,  roving  between  Cookham  Railway  Bridge 
and  Cookham  Lock ;  two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Go  down  by  8.43  from  Westbourne  Park.  Register 
names  on  arrival  at  the  Gate  Hangs  High  not  later 
than  6.30,  and  return  by  7.50  train  from  Cookham. 
Fifteen  prizes  to  be  competed  for. — A.  S.  H. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— Mr.  J.  Deplidge  will 
read  a  paper  describing  the  river  Wey  and  its  fishing 
on  Feb.  10.  We  hope  all  anglers  will  accept  our 
invitation,  and  come  up  to  hear  the  reading.  Our 
outing  at  Taplow  resulted  in  Mr.  Ball  1st,  Mr.  C. 
Poole  2nd,  and  Mr.  A.  Elsey  3rd.— F.  P.  Gorge. 

Cory  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — On  Jan.  27  J.  T. 
White  weighed  in  chub  and  dace  and  J.  White  roach. 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  next 
Wednesday,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  to'get  through. 
— J.  White.  ° 

County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association.— Club 
secretaries  anxious  about  their  travelling  cards  are 
now  informed  that  they  have  at  last  arrived,  duly 
stamped,  by  the  railway  companies,  and  may  be  had 
on  application  to  either  of  the  secretaries  or  the 
treasurer.  Stocking  ox>erations  still  continue,  and  the 
canal  at  High  Lane  was  benefited  on  Saturday  last  by 
the  addition  of  seven  hundred  good  roach,  which  were 
in  excellent  condition. — Tom  Driver. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Anns,  Clerkenwell. — On  Jan.  27  Iilr.  H.  Haines 
weighed  in  roach,  saving  us  from  a  blank  day.  We 
fish  a  nlatch  at  Wraysbury  on  Feb.  3,  all  to  start  on 
the  morning.  Our  return  visit  on  No.  2  list  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  18. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  27  a  few  members 
ventured  out,  but  the  only  ones  to  score  were  Messrs. 
T.  Thompson  and  H.  Poore,  who  had  a  very  fine  show 
of  roach,  dace,  and  jack.  On  Tuesday  a  very  good 
attendance,  when  the  final  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  sux)per,  which  will  be  on  the  table  at  eight  o'clock. 
Any  gentlemen  who  would  like  to  be  present,  please 
let  me  know  by  Monday,  the  4th.  On  Tuesday,  March 
5,  a  concert  will  be  held  in  aid  of  Restocking  and 
Netting  Fund.— S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The 
Apollo,  All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — Since  last 
rex>o.rt  the  following  weighed  in  roach  :  Messrs.  Lane, 
Severns,  Bradshaw,  and  Fletcher.  On  Feb.  3  a  match 
will  take  place  at  Cookham  ;  two  rods ;  bank  fishing 
only,  jack  barred. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  wind  quite  spoiled  our  outing  to 
Richmond.  We  had  a  good  muster,  but  nothing  was 
weighed  in.  We  are  fishing  for  some  prizes  on  Feb.  10, 
place  and  time  to  be  fixed  next  Tuesday.  Our  member, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Fulton,  fishing  the  Thames  with  George 
Osman,  professional,  was  well  among  the  perch,  the 
largest  two  being  l^lb.  and  lib.  IJoz.  He  also  landed, 
with  a  6-inoh  dace,  a  trout  between  41b.  and  51b.,  this 
being  promptly  returned.  The  fish  was  in  very  fine 
condition. — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — Several  members  went  to  Pul- 
borough  on  Jan.  27,  but  were  not  favoured  with  much 
sport,  owing  to  the  rough  weather.  Mr.  H.  W.  Exall 
brought  home  a  fair  show  of  bream. — We  are  arranging 
another  outing,  to  take  place  shortly. — E.  Dyball. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, High-street,  Shoreditch. — On  Monday,  Feb.  11, 
we  hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  During 
the  evening  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  has  kindly  consented  to 
give  his  lantern  views.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (President 
of  the  Central  Association)  will  take  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  the  vice-chair.  I  hope  members  of 
the  different  clubs  will  rally  round  and  try  and  make 
it  a  success.  The  lantern  views  will  commence  at 
nine  o'clock  sharp. — J.  Levien. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union  Street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On 
Jan.  27  Messrs.  Ellins,  Verity,  Fowler,  and  James 
weighed  in  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  On  Jan.  2^  Mr. 
Norman  skewed  a  nice  jack. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — There  was  a  capital 
show  of  roach  brought  in  to  the  club  on  Jan.  27, 
ranging  from  Iflbs.  to  ^Ib.  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Stinton  had  good  roach,  and  Mr.  Griffin  jack.  Our 
supper  will  take  place  on  Feb.  19.    Mr.  J.  Williams' 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

During  February,  1901. 


are  disposing  of  tfieir  ''1900''  STOCK,   MODEL,  and  SPORTING  GARMENTS, 

under  the  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


Half  Price. 


Gabardine  Combination  Shooting  Coats, 
31s.  (jd.  ;  Knicker  Breeches,  lbs.  and 
21s.  ;  Riding  Breeches,  21s,  and  26s,  3^/.; 
Covert  Coats,  31s.  G^^.  ;  Lancaster 
Smocks,  31s.  Qd.  ;  Bm'berry  Capes, 
31s.  Qd.  ;  Kilt  Coats,  21s.  ;  Yeoman 
Coats,  21s. ;  Rain-proofed  Tiueed  Shooting 
Coats,  31s.  6i.  ;  Knicker  Breeches,  21s.  ; 
Eiding  Breeches,  26s.  3fZ.  ;  AYeather-alls, 
31s.  Qd.  ;  Ulsters,  63s. 


Three-quarter  Price. 

Faultless  Stock  Garments. 

Gabardine  Combination  Shooting  Coats, 
-18s.  ;  Breeches,  31s,  Qd.  ;  Highland 
Capes,  31s.  Qd. ;  Slip-ons,  48s.  ;  Rain- 
proofed  Tweed  BurbeiTy  Coats,  48s. ; 
Breeches,  31s.  M.  ;  Highland  Capes, 
48s, ;  Burberry  Capes,  63s. ;  Weather- 
alls,  48s.  and  63s.  ;  Slip-ons,  63s, 


30  61c  31,  Haynaarket,  Hionclon, 


THE  WEATHER-ALL 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRYS 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  LTD. 

TROUT,  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  TWO  AND  THREE  YEARS 
OLD  (Milton  Strain),  FOR  SALE— fine  quality. 

Price  List  on  application. 
Apply,  MANAGER,  MILTON,  BURTON-ON-TRENT. 


THE   NINTH  ANNUAL 

GREAT  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 

IS  NOW  OPEN  AT  THE 

ROYAL  AQUARIUM, 

FEBRUARY  1  to  MARCH  1,  1901. 

TO  BE  FOLLOWED  BY 


ERIES. 


"A  thoroughly  good  Sporting  Paper."— Beistol  Times. 


"LAND  AND  WATER  " 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sportmg  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  Issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting", 
and  so  on. 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says  :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary.  Land  and  Water, 
mvites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com 
prehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE  : 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


FOURTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6tl. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 

 not    cold  ]    bub  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds ;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 


mum- 

(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  isBUe. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All"  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitaMe  for  sending  to  friend^ 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d< ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  1)6  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Bailway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St..  E.C. 

LYRA  PISCATORIA, 

Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing,  and  Fishermeity 

By  COTSWOLD   iSYS,  M.A., 

Author  of  "  Handy  Guide  to  Dry=Fly  Fishing,"  and  Hon.  Member  of  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club^ 

OPIKIONS  OF  THE  PRESS: 

"  A  delightful  Volume,  and  moat  pleasant  companion  for  a  leisure  Iioiir."— '7'A«  Field. 

"  Despite  what  some  will  consider  a  libel  on  the  barbel,  many  oi  the  poenls  are  charming. "-=• 
The  finhing  Gazette. 

"  Will  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  all  anglers. "—"  Halcyon  "  in  Leeds  Mercury. 

"If  it  meets  with  its  deserts,  'Lyra  Piscatoria'  will  take  rank  as  an  angling  classic.  It  is  ft 
charming  book." — Yorkshire  Post. 

London:    SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fl«et  Street,  E.C. 
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will  preside,  faced  by  Mr.  George  Hunt.  Mr.  Mignott, 
of  Haokuey,  will  be  the  caterer.  Members  will  fish 
for  prizes  at  Shiplake  on  Feb.  3;  the  train  leaves 
Paddington  at  9  a.m.,  returning  at  5.35  p  m  The 
concert  on  behalf  of  Mr.  D.  Marks  proved  a  great 
success,  and  he  begs  to  return  his  sincere  thanks  to  his 
numerous  supporters. — E.  IMurphy.  ■    -  ~ 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angrling'  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.— 
The  next  Clerkenwell  and  district  visit  of  the  au<^lino- 
societies  is  appointed  to  take  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Feb.  11.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Hi^h- 
street,  Harlesden.— On  Feb.  3  we  fish  a  match  from 
Bourne  End  Bridge  to  Marlow  Lock,  imder  the  follow- 
mg  conditions  :  one  rod  only,  no  dive  bait,  not  less 
than  Soz.  of  fish  to  take  a  prize,  first  train  down  or 
any  subsequent  one.  Mr.  Ide  weighed  in  several  jack 
the  best  one  51b.  2oz.,  also  Messrs.  Densey  and  Wood- 
house,  roach.  Three  new  members  were  proposed  last 
meeting  night.— E.  S.  G. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Lrown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green,  E.— We  have  a  roving 
match  on  Feb.  3  for  the  two  lapsed  prizes, land  the 
boundary  will  be  from  St.  Margaret's  Bridge -to  Ware 
Lock.  Conditions  are  the  same  as  last  week.  If  all 
merobers  will  atteiul  next  Wednesday  evening  they 
will  oblige.— W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kmgsland  Road.— On  Jan.  27  the  result  of  the 
outing  to  St.  Margaret's  was  that  Mr.  Hattemore  was 
first  with  perch  and  Mr.  A.  Fish  second  with  perch. 
Other  members  who  weighed  in  fish  were  Mr.  Norman, 
jack  (monthly  prize,  heaviest  weight) ;  Mr.  J.  Bailey,' 
jack  ;  Mr.  S.  Rolfe,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  JNIcGrath,  roach! 
Another  outing  will  take  place  before  close  of  season. 
Members  should  take  note  that  Tuesday  week  will  be 
general  meeting  night,  and  all  those  not  present  will 
be  fined. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  IMyddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed 
in  on  Jan.  27:  Messrs.  Benny,  roach  and  brelxm ; 
Herbert,  roach  and  chub  ;  Perry,  roach  ;  Reeve,  roach  : 
Howard,  roach ;  Wilkes,  roach  and  bream.  We  have 
a  roving  match  at  Shii^lake  on  Feb.  24,  all  to  goby 
nine  o'clock  train  from  Paddington.    Concert  on  Feb. 

18  for  restocking  fund,  admission  by  prooramme.  

J.  H.  Hebbebt.  ° 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
result  of  the  competition  on  Jan.  27  was  :  Mr.  H.  Butt, 
first ;  Mr.  C.  Hayward,  second  ;  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters' 
third.  The  three  "  specials,"  competed  for  on  Jan.  30, 
were  not  taken  ;  they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Feb. 
13,  same  conditions.  The  members  will  "compete  for 
three  special  prizes  on  Feb.  10  at  Shiplake.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  all  members  who  can  possibly 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  G,  will  please  do  so, 
there  being  some  special  business  to  place  before  the 
meeting. — H.'B, 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road,  North  Kensington.— On  Jan.  27  we  had 
two  good  shows  of  roach  weighed  in  by  Messrs.  Benn 
and  Redington.  We  fish  a  match  at  Taplow  on 
Feb.  10  (two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh,  take  your  own 
live  bait).  Being  the  last  match  of  the  season,  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  attendance. — G.  Benn. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kynaston  Road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  Jan.  27  the 
following  weighed  in  perch:  Messrs.  S.  Wright  and 
H.  Shrosbree.  At  our  last  meeting  the  members  passed 
a  vote  of  condolence  with  the  Royal  Family  on  their 
irreparable  loss.— J.  H.  Halpobd. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Jan.  27  the  (members  of  the 
above  fished  a  match  at  Taplow  for  seven  prizes,  only 
four  of  which  were  taken,  by  the  following :  Mr. 
Evens,  1st ;  Mr.  Chivers,  2nd ;  Mr.  Biggs,  3rd ;  and 
Mr.  Thompson,  4th.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  at  Taplow  on  Feb.  3.  A  special  meeting  is 
called  for  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  last  outing  of 
season. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Tishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  1G3,  Duke-street,  Liveqwol.— After  two 
preliminary  meetings,  the  members  of  the  above 
-association  met  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  29,  under  their  first 
executive— chairman,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright ;  vice  chair- 
man, Mr.  J.  S.  Turton;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Bate; 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  Gardner;  committee,  Messrs 
W.  Rick^  J.  Griffiths,  J.  T.  Whitaker,  A.  Laidlaw, 
T.  Williams,  H.  Williams,  and  J.  Park.  It  has  been 
decided  that  the  association  be  limited  in  number,  and 
that  (as  the  title  will  denote)  its  object  will  be  to 
further  develop  the  popularity  of  angling  with  artificial 
fly,  and  negotiations  have  already  taken  place  for  the 
acquirement  of  privilege  to  fish  several  lengths  of 
water  where  no  other  lure  is  permitted.  Several  of 
our  members  are  not  well  versed  in  this  style 
of  angling,  but  from  the  remarks  and  kind  promises 
of  the  expert  members  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  greatest  novice  shall  be  fully  brought  out, 
under  the  tuition  of  experienced  members,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  season  there  may  probably  be  little  to 
choose  between  tutor  and  pupil.— Mabch  Beown. 


Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — A  good  muster  of  members 
turned  up  at  our_  usual  weekly  meeting,  and 
quite  a  mass  of  business  was  got  through,  several 
important  matters  being  settled  in  view  of  the  coming 
season.  The  prizes  won  by  the  various  competitors 
were  distributed  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Tom  White 
taking,  as  usual,  most  of  the  spoils,  some  of  which  he, 
like  a  true  sportsman,  very  generously  .returned  to 
be  fished  for  over  again.  [Two  gentlemen  were 
duly  elected  members  of  the  association,  whilst 
three  more  were  proposed  and  nominated  —  facts 
which  go  to  prove  that  the  club  is  fast  regaining 
its  ancient  prestige,  and  that  "there's  life  in  the 
old  dog  yet."  Heavy  gales  of  wind,  with  flying 
showers  of  hail,  snow,  and  rain,  made  up  the 
meteorological  ■pot-pourri  for  this  week,  and  fishing,  in 
consequence,  is  altogether  out  of  the  running.  The 
grayling  season  has  been  completely  ruined  by  the 
tempestuous  weather,  and  now  bids  fair  to  become  as 
great  a  failure  as  the  past  trout  season,  whilst  very 
little,  if  anything,  can  be  done  under  present  con- 
ditions amongst  pike  and  coarse  fish.  The  Border 
rivers  are  in  heavy  spate,  and  are  tinged  with  snow- 
water. Our  northern  fells  look  superb  under  their 
snowv'  mantle,  but  apart  from  their  picturesque  sur- 
roundings otter  few  inducements  to  the  more  practical 
angler. — Rosicbucian. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street.— Members  are  particu- 
larly requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night,  as  the 
match  fixtures  and  prizes  are  to  be  settled  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Members  requiring  travelling  cards  can 
now  have  same  on  applying  to  the  hon.  secretary.  The 
association  has  provided  necessary  tackle,  etc.,  for 
weeding,  and  with  the  help  of  a  few"volunteers  some  of 
the  club's  extensive  waters  will  be  cleared  of  weeds,  on 
account  of  which  angling  has  been  impracticable  for 
many  years.  Good  sport  will  then  be  assured,  as  some 
of  the  above  waters  are  known  to  be  well  stocked  with 
largo  fish  of  all  kinds.  At  our  last  meeting  a  vote  of 
condolence  and  sympathy  was  passed  with  the  Royal 
Family  touching  upon  our  great  national  loss.  The 
sum  of  £5  was  voted  our  late  secretary  for  past 
services. — Roach  Pole. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon.— Since  last  report 
some  very  good  roach  have  been  caught,  principally 
from  the  Langford  waters.  A  good  number  of  jack 
have  been  captured  during  the  past  fortnight,  the  best 
fish  being  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Springett  on  Jan.  27,  weight 
about  6|lb.,  from  the  Nounceley  district.  Mr.  Dykes 
secm-ed  two  jack,  and  Mr.  Askew  one.  Mr.  Lake  has 
succeeded  in  taking  three  jack  recently,  weight  201b. 
Roach  anglers  should  bo  able  to  get  some  specimen 
roach  from  the  deep  Langford  backwater.  Sport  is 
fairly  good  at  this  period  of  this  season,  and  the  fish 
are  in  excellent  condition. — F.  Keen. 

North  Brixton  Gladstone  Angling  Society, 
11,  St.  Mark's-road,  Camberwell  New-road,  S.E.— 
Owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances,  we  have  not  lately 
held  our  usual  weekly  meetings,  but  shall  do  so  in 
fut  ure,  and  report  each  Week,  and  our  delegates  will 
follow  up  all  coming  visits.- We  have  an  open  outino- 
on  Feb.  2  and  3.— C.  A.  Bbown.  ° 
North-East  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Jan.  27  our 
match  was  not  a  success,  although  we  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish.  Messrs.  H.  Collings  had  jack,  C.  Lamb,  jun., 
J.  Eaton,  and  E.  Lamb,  roach.  On  Feb.  3  members 
can  go  where  they  like  for  remaining  five  prizes,  but 
must  all  start  on  the  morning  only.  On  Feb.  6  a 
special  meeting  will  take  place. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Jan.  27  Mr. 
Boorman,  who  was  jack  fishing  at  Bourne  End,  landed 
a  trout  between  41b.  and  51b.,  which  was  carefully 
returned.  "  On  Feb.  3  we  fish  for  four  prizes  at 
Ware  Boundary,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock. 
Members  not  going  by  first  train  to  report  themselves 
on  the  bank. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
20,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — The  remaining  two 
prizes  from  our  J anuary  outing  were  won  by  Messrs. 
A.  H.  Harling  and  W.  E.  Naylor  ;  Messrs.  S.  Wood 
and  W.  J.  Naylor  also  had  jack.  On  Tuesday  G.  Wool- 
dridge  had  71h.  lO^oz.  bream  and  dace  from  the  bank, 
and  W.  S.  Cartwright  51b.  2foz.|perch,  roach,  and  carp. 
Our  February  outing  is  fixed  for  Feb.  10,  and  will  be  a 
rover,  punt  or  bank,  two  rods,  jack  barred.  Our 
concert  has  been  postponed  until  Feb.  19,  and  the 
annual  dinner  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on 
May  2.  The  committee  are  kindly  requested  to  attend 
on  Friday  at  10..30  p.m.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  "Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon.  —  A  good  muster  of  anglers 
visited  the  lake  on  Jan.  27,  but  poor  sport  was 
obtained.  Mr.  Brooks  had  a  jack  of  6Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Herzog,  one  31b.  The  heaviest  jack  wins  the  season 
ticket  for  next  season — that  is,  if  it  has  not  been 
weighed  in  for  any  other  prize ;  our  rule  is,  "  One  fish 
one  prize." — G.  S. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and   Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 


tliirty-third  annual  supper  has  been  postponed  tin 
Feb.  18.  The  outing  to  St.  Margaret's  on  Jan.  i  27 
resulted  m  a  blank.  The  outing  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  3,  same  boundary  and  conditions.— Geohqb 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane 
Tottenham.— Since  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed  in  :  Jan.  20,  Mr.  W.  Blatchley,  roach,  and 
Mr.  Tracy,  jack  ;  Jan.  27,  Mr.  R.  Hopton,  roach  •  Mr 
Reitz,  perch;  and  Mr.  Blatchley,  roach.  Our  next 
match  takes  place  at  Hampton  Court  on  Feb.  10,  one 
rod  only  to  be  carried  ;  members  intending  to  coinpete 
must  be  clear  on  the  books.  Our  return  visit  on  Jan 
28  was  well  patronised,  fifteen  clubs  being  weli 
represented,  and  although  only  five  clubs  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  list  attended,  our  large  room  was  crowded, 
and  some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered.— H.  Gates' 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Sti'b^  ' 
bmgton-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  decent  show  from 
Bourne  End  on  Jan.  27,  considering  the  weather. 
The  four  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  C.  and  P.  Dove 
Carr,  and  Smith.  Nobby,  Babv,  and  Taylor  had  fish' 
Mr.  C.  Dove  caught  a  jack  of  sib.  8ioz.  on  the  roach 
rod.  Members  are  reminded  of  a  specimen  chub 
prize.  Bourne  End,  Season.— R.  C.  Chub. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.  —  On  Jan  27  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Messrs.  W.  Brind,  W.  Shepherd,  and  J. 
Taylor.  The  last  club  competition  of  the  season 
takes  place  at  Cookham  on  Feb.  24.  Boundary  from 
Cookham  Bridge  to  Bourne  End  railway  station, 
meadow  side  only  ;  two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  catch 
own  live  bait.  Leave  Paddington  by  the  8.40  a.m. 
train,  and  leave  Cookham  by  the  7.50  p.m.  train. 
Nine  prizes. — Geo.  Kebne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Jan.  27  only  two  members 
weighed  in:  IMr.  Trotter,  roach,  and  Mr.  E.  T. 
Harris,  jack.  Our  return  visit  on  the  Central  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  7,  when  I  hope  all  anglers  will  give  us  a 
visit. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Anglers,  Coborn  Road,  Bow.  On 

Jan.  27  the  following  weighed  in:  Mr.  E.  Perry, 
roach  ;  R.  Walker,  jack  ;  Williams,  roach.  On  Feb.  11 
we  hold  a  smoking  concert  for  the  benefit  of  H. 
Sallnow,  an  old  brother  angler,  and  we  trust  to  receive 
the  support  of  the  local  clubs. — F.  Pignaull. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Club,  Grafton  Arms, 
Cxrafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Jan.  27  the 
following  members  weighed  in  roach :  Messrs.  Ben 
Smith,  41b.  8oz. ;  B.  Atkin,  111b.  Soz.  ;  Campbell 
21b.  lOoz.  ;  and  W.  Roach,  31b.  lOoz.— W.  Alms.  ' 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Jan.  13  Mr. 
Fletcher  weighed  in  a  show  of  roach ;  on  Jan.  15  Mr. 
Pettit  one  roach,  lib.  2Joz.,  and  Mr.  Grammer  a  show 
of  roach,  81b.  Members  please  note  that  our  next  cup 
and  prize  outing  takes  place  at  ]Marlow  on  Feb.  10, 
and  no  member  will  be  allowed  to  fish  at  the  above 
place  before  the  outing,  if  he  intends  to  compete  for 
same.  I  shall  be  obliged  if  members  will  favour  me 
with  their  subscriptions — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Feb.  3  the 
monthly  outing  of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at 
Shiplake;  train  from  Deptford-road  7.55  a.m.,  Pad- 
dington 9  a.m. ;  returning  from  Shiplake  5.5  p.m.— 
J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — On  Jan.  27  we  had  another  blank. 
Our  late  host,  Mr.  Truett,  has  retired.  We  made  three 
new  members,  including  our  new  host  and  his  brother. 
Will  those  clubs  who  have  not  returned  tickets  of  Mr. 
Johnny  Morrish's  benefit  please  do  so  as  early  as 
possible.  On  Friday  next  some  important  business 
will  be  brought  forward. — W.  Beattib. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Mr.  Jenkins  weighed  in  a  few 
roach.  Other  members  were  out,  but  did  not  weigh  in. 
Will  those  members  who  were  not  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  take  note  that  the  date  of  the  dinner  is  still 
open,  a  slight  disappointment  having  occurred  ? — A. P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-street,  Stratford.  —  Since  last  report  some- 
nice  shows  of  fish  have  been  weighed  in  by  the  follow- 
ing members  : — Messrs.  Grande,  roach  ;  Sandiland, 
roach  and  bream  (largest  bream  31b.  14oz.)  ;  Race,  • 
roach  and  jack  ;  Simmons,  chub  (largest  31b.)  ;  Payne, 
roach  (largest  lib.  101b.).  Our  first  match  vi^ith  the- 
Canning  Town  will  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
Feb.  3.  Train  leaves  Stratford  Main  7.35.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — Our  specimen  competition  was  very 
successful.  Mr.  Carter  won  the  prize  for  dace; 
Mr.  Greenwood,  for  bream ;  Mr.  Barrow,  for  roach. 
Another  competition  was  arranged  for  Feb.  10  (gross 
weight).  Three  prizes  are  already  offered.  All  fish 
weighed  in  will  be  presented  to  the  Boys'  Home, 
Fortescue  House.  The  committee  hope  all  members 
will  assist  on  this  special  occasion. — Geo.  Barrow. 

Victoria  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Jan.  27 
we  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  by  J.  Toothill,  201b.  ;  P. . 
Austin,   16Jlb.     We  hope  to  see  all   members  on 
Wednesday  next  to  settle  outing. — T.  Q. 
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■Walthamstow  Brothers,  Essex  Anns,  Forost- 
"oad,  Walthamstow. — We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
Jan.  27,  Mr.  W.  Osment  being  again  to  the  fore  with 
nb.  l3oi!.  of  roach,  one  over  lib.  and  several  over  Jib.  ; 
Mr.  Shelsey,  Mr.  Poore  and  Mr.  Howell  had  a  nice 
lot  of  perch.  Please  remember  our  outing  to  Ware 
on  Feb.  3  for  special  prizes. — M.  Schocke. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brook, 
Shernhall-street,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  24  we"  had 
*  very  pleasant  evening.  The  tickets  sent  us  by  Mr. 
Thorling  for  G.  Tompkins' s  benefit  at  George  and 
Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell,  were  all  dis- 
posed of,  and  a  postal  order  was  sent  for  the  full 
amount.  On  Jan.  27  the  lapsed  prizes  were  all  taken, 
and  a  nice  show  of  fish  brought  in.  Mr.  Lowe,  1st, 
jack ;  Mr.  Odart,  2nd,  roach  and  jierch  ;  Mr.  Parn- 
ham,  3rd,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  :  Mr.  Sizer,  4th, 
rofich  and  dace ;  Mr.  Hows,  5th,  roach ;  Mr.  Piper, 
3th,  roach.  Mr.  W.  Hoad  also  weighed  in.  —  W. 
Oallcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.  —  The  February 
rating  takes  place  on  Feb.  3,  at  Datchet.  I  hope  to 
iee  a  good  muster  turn  out.  Will  all  members  attend 
;he  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  important 
ausiness  to  discuss. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
STorth-road,  N. — Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  3 
it  Cookham,  roving.  On  Jan.  27  the  following  weighed 
n  perch,  Messrs.  F.  Buteux,  Sneal,  and  G.  Buteux. 
5ome  important  business  was  brought  forward  at  our 
ast  meeting,  and  dealt  with  by  the  members.  I  should 
ike  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  at  our  next 
neeting. — H.  Heie. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
md  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members 
vere  out  on  Jan.  27,  and  the  following  weighed  in : 
\lx.  Homer,  Mr.  Pummall,  and  Mr.  Turner,  jack  ;  Mr. 
i.  Pethurst  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Hartt,  roach  and  dace. 
Don't  forget  our  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Feb.  3. 

-R.  LOWTHKR. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
lammersmith. — A  special  meeting  is  called  for  Feb.  7, 
o  arrange  the  final  club  match  of  the  season  and  to 
nake  conditions  to  fish  for  the  prize  presented  by  Mr. 
rlass.^  Members  are  requested  to  attend.  Our 
reasurer  will  be  glad  to  receive  outstanding  subscrip- 
ions  and  donations  to  enable  the  auditors  to  balance 
he  books  for  the  past  year. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
?he  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — Next  prize  outing 
akes  place  on  Feb.  3,  from  Hampton  to  Sunbury,  for 
hree  money  prizes.  Train  at  three  minutes  to  eight 
i'clock  from  Clapham  Junction.    Bank  only. — F. 

?AVLOH. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held 
,t  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  on  Jan.  30, 
,t  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Neville  Davis  in  the  chair,  the  minutes 
if  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
lon.  sec.  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal 
nd  Penzance,  and  reminded  members  of  the  following 
vents  taking  place  shortly  :  Feb.  6,  at  8  p.m. — A  paper 
n  "  A  Few  Observations  on  Fishing  on  Marks,"  by 
1.  0.  Minchin,  Esq.  Feb.  20,  at  8  p.m. — A  paper  on 
Herrings,"  by  the  hon.  sec.  Feb.  27,  at  7.30,  the 
nnual  general  meeting  of  - the  society.    March  6,  at 

p.m. — A  paper  on  "  Some  Remarks  on  Fishing  in 
"stuaries,"  by  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq.  A  hearty  vote  of 
lianks  to  the  chair  and  the  usual  toast  to  the  society 
losed  the  meeting. 

Chas.  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  R.  Bradford  presided  over  Monday's  meeting 
t  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  The  paper  on  "  May-fly 
'ishing  in  Ireland,"  announced  for  that  evening  by 
Ir.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  was,  in  consequence  of  the 
eath  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  postponed  until 
'eb.  11,  the  lecture  by  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch 
ut  down  for  that  date  having  been  cancelled. 
Ir.  T.  W.  Gomm  most  kindly  sent  up  for  the  members 
)  admire  the  splendid  bass  of  nearly  161b.  in  weight 
e  caught  at  Margate  in  July  last.  Mr.  R.  Bradford 
ad  on  view  his  Kennet  chub  of  41b.  12oz.,  and  Mr. 
.  R.  Matthews's  Beane  dace  of  lib.  4oz.  was  likewise 
lown.  As  might  have  been  anticipated,  angling  news 
as  at  a  discount.  Some  of  the  members  had  been 
shing,  but  results  had  been  very  poor,  the  galjs 
aving  seriously  interfered  with  piscatorial  pursuits, 
[r.  H.  A.  Rolt  reported  having  been  grayling  fishing, 
tid  exhibited  a  fine  fish  of  lib.  14oz.,  part  of  a  catch 
E  a  brace  and  a  half  made  in  the  late  hurricane  with 
le  fly.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  some  roach  from  the 
hames.  The  water  he  foimd  in  capital  order,  and 
lit  for  the  wind  he  thought  a  good  bag  might  have 
sen  made.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  and  Mr.  R.  Bradford 
ad  been  out  after  pike  also  in  the  Thames.  The  river 


was  like  a  sea,  but  by  fishing  sholtorcd  swims  they 
took  a  few  fish — of  no  great  size,  however.  Mr.  Ward 
had  another  day  with  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman,  but  the 
water  was  then  thick,  and  sport  was  not  particularly 
good.  Mr.  W.  Edmonds  mentioned  that  he  hoped  to 
have  information  to  impart  -to  members  at  the  next 
meeting  as  to  planting  May-fly  on  the  Uxbridge 
water.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last,  when  Mr.  Robert  Snare  conducted  the  business. 
The  report  from  the  committee  for  the  year  1900  was 
received  and  adopted.  The  accounts  relating  to  the 
same  period  were  also  apx^roved.  The  Right  Hon. 
Lord  George  Hamilton  was  again  elected  president  of 
the  society,  and  Major  the  Hon.  E.  R.  Bourke,  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  Sir  W.  J. -Richmond  Cotton 
(City  Chamberlain),  and  George  Chambers,  Esq.,  J. P., 
the  vice-presidents.  Messrs.  J.  P.  Conuellan,  S. 'J. 
Chasteney,  Mark  Davies,  C.  S.  Bentley,  J.  T.  Emery, 
P.  A.  Gray,  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  Ct.  Allen,  and  C.  F.  P. 
Buckingham  will  now  form  the  committee.  Mr. 
Marshall  was  re-elected  hon.  treasurer  ;  Mr.  P.  W. 
Norman,  hon.  librarian  ;  Mr.  Close,  hon.  curator  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  hon.  secretary.  Many  matters 
of  importance  in  the  interests  of  the  society  were  dis- 
cussed. The  formal  business  being  concluded,  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Snare  for 
presiding.  The  following  members  reported  fish  taken 
as  follows  :  Mr.  G.  R.  Scott,  one  and  a  half  brace  of 
chub,  largest  2f  lb.  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  pike  ;  Messrs. 
Gill  and  Hicks,  pike ;  Mr.  Gardner,  small  jack  ;  Mr. 
Leith,  a  pike,  from  Kelvedon,  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Challis, 
three  chub  from  the  Kennet,  one  only  of  which  was 
retained;  Mr.  Gairdner,  pike  of  7ilb.,  from  the  Great 
Ouse  ;  Mr.  Emery,  one  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Gray,  chub,  from 
the  Kennet,  one  only  being  retained  ;  and  fishing  sub- 
quently,  during  a  fall  of  snow,  a  couple  of  chub  only. 
Mr.  Saunders,  fishing  in  company  of  a  friend,  captured 
between  them  twenty- five  jack,  averaging  61b,,  the 
largest  going  8f  lb.,  but,  as  the  limit  of  size  for  takeable 
fish  at  the  water  was  101b.,  all  were  of  course  re- 
turned. In  consequence  of  the  death  of  our  lamented 
Queen  the  Bohemian  concert  announced  in  the  pro- 
gramme for  February  12  is  postponed.  There  will  be 
a  rneeting  of  the  committee  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
6.45  p.m.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


Extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  the  general 
committee  to  the  annual  general  meeting,  held  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  29,  1901,  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street. 

In  presenting  their  annual  report  to  the  members, 
the  committee  congratulate  the  members  that  the 
position  of  the  society  has  been  maintained. 

The  waters  at  Kelvedon,  held  on  lease  by  the  society, 
are  well  stocked.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
general  meeting  be  recommended  to  continue  the 
suspension  of  the  bye-law  as  to  the  size  of  pike  that 
may  be  taken  at  Kelvedon,  as  the  experiment  has 
proved  satisfactory. 

The  fishing  on  the  river  Chess,  rented  by  the 
society,  has  fulfilled  all  expectations,  considering  the 
scarcity  of  water  owing  to  the  very  dry  season.  Some 
500  yearling  trout  were  purchased  and  turned  in 
during  the  past  year  ;  and  in  the  early  spring  a  stew 
was  constructed,  and  5,000  trout  fry  placed  therein,  and 
carefully  fed  and  looked  after.  Success  attended  this 
experiment,  the  little  fish  thrived,  a  very  small  per- 
centage only  being  lost ;  and  the  thanks  of  the  society 
are  due  to  Mr.  Rose  for  his  participation  in  the  trial. 
The  committee  were  successful  in  securing  a  lease  for 
the  rental  of  Mr.  Puddephatt's  water  from  April  last, 
thus  forming  one  continuous  stretch  of  fly-water  of 
some  one  and  a  quarter  miles  in  length.  A  large 
number  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly  during  the 
season  ended  Sept.  30  last.  The  wet  fly  is  permitted 
on  the  water  from  April  1  to  June  30,  but  from  July  1 
to  Sept.  30  the  dry  fly  only  is  allowed.  Arrangements 
have  again  been  made  for  the  proper  protection  of  the 
fish  during  the  spawning  season. 

The  committee  consider  the  societ}'  is  indebted  to 
Mr.  Pourmy,  Mr.  Rose,  as  stated,  and  several  other 
members  for  the  personal  interest  and  attention  they 
have  given  to  the  Chesham  water. 

The  restocking  fund,  instituted  to  provide  consign- 
ments of  fish  for  the  society's  waters  from  time  to 
time,  has  been  liberally  supported. 

Sea  fishing  still  remains  a  leading  feature.  Some 
years  ago  a  scale  of  minimum  sizes  of  sea-fish  to  be 
I'ecoguised  by  the  society  was  introduced,  but  exx^eri- 
ence  proved  that  these  sizes  v?ere  much  lower  than  the 
society  cared  to  accept,  and  they  have  consequently 
been  amended  as  follows  : — 


Bass  to  12  inches. 
Cod  to  18  „  • 
Dab  to  8  „  ■ 
Flounder  to  9  ,, 


Plaice    to  12^  inches. 
Pollack  to  14 
Pout      to  9 
Whiting  to  12 


The  society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Franklin  for 
the  presentation  of  a  very  handsome  silver  cliallengo 
cup  for  competition  from  Jan.  1,  1901.  The  donor'.s 
conditions  are  that  the  cup  shall  be  awarded  in  respect 
of  specimen  fish  taken  with  the  fly  only  from  the 
society's  waters,  and  adjudged  by  a  .system  of  points, 
which  has  been  carefully  drawn  up.  It  is  hoped  that 
Mr.  Franklin's  kindness  may  load  to  even  greater 
attention  being  paid  to  the  lly  fishing  on  both  the 
Kelvedon  and  Chesham  water. 

Mr.  Marshall's  silver  challenge  cross,  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  of  the  year,  has  been  won  by  Mr.  F, 
Page  for  his  perch  of  21b.  15oz.  Silver  medals  have 
been  awarded  to  :  Mr.  C.  Napper,  for  bream  of  Gib.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  F.  Page,  for  perch  of  21b.  15oz. ;  Jlr.  C.  JIartin 
Dickins,  for  pike  of  141b.  ;  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldrcd,  for  a 
Chesham  trout  of  21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  for 
brook  trout  of  21b. ;  Mr.  W.  Meyer,  for  Thames  trout 
of  51b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  for  sapphirine  gurnard  of 
31b.  3oz. 

The  lugger  G';v'.s7jam  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled 
and  painted,  and  is  now  stationed  at  Leigh  for  tho 
exclusive  use  of  the  members. 

The  library  has  been  added  to  during  the  past  year 
by  purchase  and  gifts  from  members,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  most  varied  collections  of  angling  books  and 
literature  possessed  by  any  angling  society. 

The  interesting  museum  of  the  society  has  also  been 
added  to  by  gifts  from  the  executors  of  the  late 
Dr.  Brunton,  of  cases  of  grayling  and  trout ;  a  case  o£ 
eel  and  gull  from  the  executors  of  the  late  C.  T. 
Bulkeley  Johnson,  Esq.  ;  and  presents  from  Dr. 
Ladell,  of  a  handsome  cabinet  and  a  number  of  curios; 
and  a  three-boarded  rockling  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman. 

For  many  years  this  society  had  its  headquarters  at 
the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  and  it  was  with  much  regret 
that,  owing  to  a  change  of  proprietorship  and  certain 
structural  alterations  being  contemplated,  the  com- 
mittee were  compelled  to  seek  quarters  elsewhere.  A 
sub-committee  was  formed,  who  made  careful  and 
lengthy  inquiries,  and  finally  decided  on  the  Bristol 
Room  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C, 
where  the  management  kindly  offered  to  extend  to  us 
all  the  requirements  the  society  needed.  The  room 
provides  sufficient  wall  space  for  the  hanging  and 
display  of  the  cases  of  fish  and  for  the  library,  is  very 
comfortable,  well  lit,  and  in  a  central  position,  easy  of 
access  from  all  parts  of  London.  Situated  in  the 
hotel  are  dining,  smoking,  and  billiard  rooms,  so 
that  msmbers  can  participate  in  all  the  advantages 
obtained  in  a  high-class  residential  club.  The  com- 
mittee trust  that  the  members  will  show  by  their 
constant  attendance,  an  appreciation  of  their  efforts  to 
provide  comfortable  and  high-class  quarters. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 


THE  LARGEST   LOBSTER  HATCHERY 
IN  THE  WORLD. 


The  Canadian  Lobster  Hatchery. 
The  Canadian  Government  lobster  hatchery,  at  Bay 
View,  Pictou,  N.S.,  is  said  to  be  the  largest  lobster 
hatchery  in  the  world,  as  well  as  the  only  one  in 
Canada.  It  was  established  in  1891,  and  is  in  opera- 
tion everv  vear  from  Mav  1  until  July  15,  during  which 
time  -  from  100,000,000  to  176,000,000  fry  are  hatched 
and  distributed.  The  fishing  season  is  from  Dec.  15 
until  July  15,  the  remainder  of  the  year  being  the 
closed  season  for  the  protection  of  the  lobster.  The 
eggs  are  taken  from  the  parent  lobsters  at  the  factories 
where  they  are  brought  for  canning  purposes,  taken  to 
the  hatchery,  and  placed  in  glass  hatching  jars,  500,000 
in  each  jar,  through  which  a  stream  of  pure  cold  sea- 
water,  conducted  by  glass  tubes,  constantly  flows, 
keeping  the  eggs  in  motion,  the  water  escaping  from 
the  top  of  the  jar  by  a  conical  lip  at  the  top.  There 
are  400  of  these  jars'  arranged  on  shelves,  two  tiers 
deep  and  four  tiers  in  width.  When  the  shell  of  the 
egg  bursts  the  fry  rises  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
is  carried  by  the  circulating  stream  through  rubber 
tubes  into  a  large  reception  trough,  where  they  remain 
but  a  few  days.  They  cannot  be  kept  in  the  trough  in 
large  quantities  many  days,  as  they  are  cannibals,  and 
when  crowded  too  closely  together  attack  and  destroy 
each  other.  To  distribute  the  fry  they  are  syphoned  from 
the  rough  into  wooden  barrels  open  at  the  top,  filled 
with  sea  water,  in  which  they  are  conveyed  by  steamer 
to  the  fishing  grounds  and  scattered,  either  with 
dippers  or  by  means  of  a  rubber  hose,  in  water  from 
three  to  six  fathoms  deep.  About  eighty-five  million  of 
lobsters  are  caught  in  Canadian  waters  each  season,  a 
large  proportion  of  which  are  canned  for  the  European 
market.  Alfred  Ogden  is  the  Canadian  fishery  officer 
in  charge  of  the  Pictou  lobster  hatchery,  but  his 
address  outside  the  season  is  Bedford,  N.S.  —  Nciu 
York  Fishing  Gazette. 


Oriental  Books  ftinuerly  issued  l.y  W.  H.  Allen  atul  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marsion  and  Co.,  Liniitetl,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  tliese  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  h,id  on 
application. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Fehruary  2,  1901 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  4,  at  the  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


A  Gband  Bohemian  Concert  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  Feb.  4,  at  the  .George  and  Dragon,  St.  John 
Street-road,  Clerkeuwell,  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  late  George  Tompkins  (for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  St.  John's  and  Amicable  Waltonian 
Angling  Societies),  who  died  of  cancer  after  a  long 
and  painful  illness.  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  Musgrave ; 
musical  director,  Mr.  G.  Roberts  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  j! 
Billinghurst  ;  secretary,  Mr.  F.  Thorling.  This  is  a 
thoroughly  deserving  case,  and  I  sincerely  hope  it  will 
be  well  patronised. 


I  AM  informed  that  Captain  Hayward  Pinch  will  be 
unable  to  read  his  paper  on  Feb.  11  (as  previously 
announced),  and  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  has  kindly 
consented  to  read  his  paper  on  "  The  May  Fly,"  with 
lantern  illustrations,  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
on  that  evening. 

Dear  old  Mr.  Cook  is  a  member  of  an  angling 
society  not  a  hundred  miles  from  Shoreditch  Church" 
Addressing  the  members  the  other  evening,  he  broke 
out  with :  "  Dear  me,  boys,  really  some  of  you  make 
me  smile— you  do  indeed.  You  should  have  known 
fishing  as  I  knew  it  in  my  boyhood.  I  well  remember, 
one  very  hard  winter,  setting  out  with  a  friend,  with 
nothing  but  a  couple  of  fly  rods,  and  after  breaking 
the  ice  (nearly  a  foot  thick)  and  making  two  fairly 
sized  holes,  sitting  there  hour  after  hour  in  the  freezing 
cold,  as  anxious  and  as  earnest  as  though  it  were  a 
lovely  summer  day.  That  day  I  caught  four  roach,  all 
over  a  pound,  while  my  friend,  strange  to  say,  had  four 

pike,  the  smallest  being  just  over  171b.,  and   ." 

But  his  audience  had  left  him  sadly.  The  fly  rod  was 
just  a  bit  too  stout  for  them. 


"The  Mick"  had  been  missed  from  his  usual 
haunts,  and  a  friend  had  decided  to  call  upon  him 
and  ascertain  the  reason.  He  found  him  sitting  dis- 
consolately in  front  of  his  kitchen  fire,  dolefully 
contemplating  the  poker  which  was  rammed  deep  into 
the  midst  of  the  glowing  coals.  "  What's  up  ? " 
inquired  the  visitor.  "  I'm  ill  I  "  said  Mick.  "  Been 
to  a  doctor?"  queried  the  caller.  "Be  gob,  I've  been 
to  forty,  and  they  ail  av  'em  tell  me  I  want  a  strong 
tonic,  and  they  all  recommend  iron.  I'm  just  afther 
melting  the  poker,  and  if  j'ou  wait  ye'll  see  me  dose 
myself."  "  Good  heavens  !  "  cried  the  other,  "  you 
can't  swallow  red-hot  iron  !  "  "  Thrue  for  ye,"  said 
Mick,  "  but  sure  I  can  wait  till  it  gets  cold,  can't  I  ?  " 
Later,  when  his  visitor  was  leaving,  Mick  gravely 
informed  him  that  he  was  going  to  try  his  hand  at 
a  little  bit  of  "  carpenthring."  "  Just  a-going  to  make 
a  hen-coop  for  the  pig." 


The  ninth  Annual  Yachting  Exhibition  is  now  open 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  is  a  most  interesting 
display.  The  entertainments  have  undergone  con- 
siderable change,  although  all  the  principal  items  of 
the  Christmas  programme  are  retained.  The  new- 
comers include  an  eccentric  pianist,  who  plays  while 
standing  on  his  head,  the  Daisy  Troupe  of  singers  and 
dancers,  Senorita  Velasco,  a  Spanish  dancer,  the 
Welsh  Cycle  Quartette,  and  the  De  Mounts  Coloured 
Coon.  Winn's  famous  Marionette  Show  has  been 
re-engaged,  and  will  continue, to  amuse  twice  daily. 


Mr.  E.  T.  RvAN,  of  Stamford, 'on  Jan,  29  had  some 
good  sport  amongst  the  pike,  several  over  81b.,  but  the 
"grandfather"  of  the  flock  turned  up  and  tipped  the 
beam  at  27 Jib.  They  were: taken  in  the  river  Nene  at 
Fotheringav. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society,  of  Liverpool,  in  February  1850,  Dr.  Warwick 
comngunicated  the  following  :  When  residing  at  Der- 
ham,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington, 
he  was  walking  one  evening  in  the  park,  and  came  to 
a  pond  where  fish  intended  for  the  table  were  tem- 
porarily kept.  He  took  particular  notice  of  a  fine 
pike  of  about  61b.  weight,  which,  when  it  observed 
him,  darted  hastily  away.  In  so  doing  it  thrust  its 
head  against  a  tenter  hook  in  a  post,  and,  as  it  after- 
wards appeared,  fractured  its  skull,  and  turned  the 
optic  nerve  on  one  side.  The  agony  evinced  by  the 
animal  appeared  very  great ;  it  rushed  to  the  bottom, 
and,  boring  its  head  in  the  mud,  whirled  itself  round 
with  such  velocity  that  it  was  almost  lost  to  sight  for 
a  short  interval.  It  then  plunged  about  the  pond, 
and  at  length  threw  itself  completely  out  of  the  water 
on  to  the  bank,    The  doctor  examined  it,  and  found 


that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  brain  was  protruding 
from  the  fracture  in  the  skull.  He  carefully  replaced 
it,  and  with  a  small  silver  toothpick  raised  the  in- 
dented portion  of  the  skull. 


The  fish  remained  still  for  a  short  time,  and  he  then 
put  it  into  the  pond  again.  It  appeared  at  first  a  good 
deal  relieved  ;  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  again  darted 
and  plunged  about,  until  it  threw  itself  out  of  the 
water  a  second  time,  A  second  time  did  Dr.  Warwick 
do  what  he  could  to  relieve  it,  and  again  put  it  into 
the  water.  It  continued  for  several  "times  to  tlirow 
itself  out  of  the  water,  and  at  length,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  keeper,  the  doctor  contrived  a  bandage  for 
the  fish,  which  was  then  left  in  the  pond  to  its  fate. 
Upon  making  his  appearance  at  the  pond  the  following 
morning  the  pike  came  towards  him  close  to  the  edge, 
and  actually  laid  its  head  upon  his  foot.  He  thouyht 
this  very  extraordinary,  but  he  examined  the  fish's 
skull,  and  found  it  going  on  well.  He  then  walked 
backwards  and  forwards  along  the  pond  for  some  time, 
the  fish  continuing  to  swim  up  and  down,  turning  when 
he  turned,  but,  being  blind  on  the  wounded  side,  it 
always  appeared  agitated  when  it  had  that  side  towards 
the  bank.  The  next  day  Dr.  Warwick  took  some  friends 
to  see  the  fish,  which  came  to  the  brink  as  usual,  and 
at  length  it  grew  so  docile  that  it  came  to  him  when 
he  whistled,  and  fed  out  of  his  hand,  while  with  other 
persons  it  continued  as  shy  as  usual. 


OUR  F.G.   ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mr.  Squire  Wolstenholme 

Is  a  member  of  the  Sylvester  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Man  and  Scythe  Hotel,  Bolton,  and  holds  a  career 
as  an  angler  second  to  none  in  the  North  of  England. 
His  intimate  friend  and  brother  angler,  Mr.  Clarence 
Barton,  "  runs  him  very  close."  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  only  recently  returned  from  a  visit  to  Lough 
Derg,  Killaloe,  with  a  good  pike  of  191b.  He  is  also 
credited  with  a  salmon  of  461b.  and  a  pike  of  31ilb. 
both  of  which  were  taken  at  Killaloe.  Mr.  Wolsten- 
holme has  always  been  to  the  fore  in  cup  and  shield 
competitions.  From  the  Wyre  he  captured  a  pike  of 
171b.,  and  from  the  Ribble,  during  last  season,  killed 
over  1501b.  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  (the  two  largest 
salmon  181b.  and  18|lb.)  Without  a  doubt  the  Bolton 
anglers  possess  in  Mr.  Wolstenholme  a  sportsman  of 
the  first  order,  for  he  is  as  much  "  at  home  "  with  the 
gun  as  the  rod. 


In  a  note  in  this  column  recently  I  mentioned  Mr. 
Emery's  oast  at  the  last  Wimbledon  -Tournament,  but 
he  made  a  much  longer  one— namely,  87  yards  2  feet, 
casting  from  a  Hardy  Silex  Reel— on  Oct.  8,  1898,  at 
the  Gresham  Tournament. 


The  members  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
signalised  the  removal  of  their  headquarters  from  the 
Wellington  to  the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel  by  holding  a 
smoking  concert  at  the  latter  well-known  hostelry 
recently.  During  the  past  year  or  two  the  member- 
ship has  steadily  increased,  the  society  being  at  the 
present  time  in  a  most  satisfactory  position.  At  the 
new  headquarters,  Mr.  H.  C.  Keeblc,  the  proprietor  of 
the  Spread  Eagle,  has  given  the,  members  the  use  of 


his  large  room,  the  walls  of  which  are  adorned  with 
many  cases  of  specimen  fish  acquired  by  the  society' 
since  its  inauguration. 


This  is  from  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Killaloe:  "Dear 
Drag,— I  promised  before  Christinas  to  send  you  somij 
further  particulars  of  the  brood  of  babv  otters  of  whicli 
a  friend  of  mine  had  made  me  a  present.  The  story 
of  their  capture  is  as  follows  :  One  evening  my  friend's 
head  keeper  went  out  for  a  shot  at  wild  duck,  whicli  at 
flight  time  visit  a  tributary  river  which  runs  through 
the  demesne.  Hearing  some  splashing  in  the  water 
he  got  behind  a  tall  bush  and  watched.  Soon  hj 
observed  some  creature  land  on  the  bank,  when  ho 
fired,  and  then  instantly  ran  in.  To  his  great  joy  ho 
discovered  that  he  had  shot  an  otter  and  a  wild  duck 
stone  dead.  On  his  return  to  the  house  he  found  that' 
the  otter  was  a  female,  and  was  rearing  young  ones. 
Next  morning  he  and  a  couple  of  the  grooms  went 
down  the  river,  and  about  a  mile  below  whore  he  shot 
the  otter  they  noticed  luimistakable  signs  of  otter 
near  a  hole  at  the  roots  of  an  oak-tree  which  were 
covered  by  the  stream.  They  set  to  work  with  spades, 
and  in  less  than  half  an  liour  they  got  in  a  nest  tho 
whole  brood  of  little  ones." 


A  LANDOWNER  who  lives  on  the  banks  of  a  river  is  a 
great  lover  of  the  rod.  A  few  weeks  ago  the  stream 
rose  to  a  height  unequalled  for  more  than  twenty  yearn 
past,  and  the  low-lying  lands  in  front  of  the  land- 
owner's house  were  covered  with  a  sea  of  water.  Stroll- 
ing out  to  look  at  the  scene,  he  found  one  of  his  tenants 
up  to  his  middle  in  the  flood  endeavouring  to  bring 
some  fifty  sheep  in  a  wagon  from  the  dangerous  spot 
they  stood  upon.  Hailing  him  across  the  waste  of 
water  the  squire  bawled  out,  "Well,  Jones,  what  will 
become  of  the  fish  in  these  floods  ?  " 

The  Ports  of  Ships. 
Behind  him  lay  the  grey  Azores, 

Behind  the  gates  of  Hercules  ; 
Before  him  not  the  ghost  of  shores. 

Before  him  only  shoreless  seas. 
The  good  mate  said  :  "  Now  must  wc  pray. 

For,  lo  I  the  very  stars  are  gone. 
Brave  Adm'ral,  speak- what  shall  I  say?" 

"  Why,  say  '  Sail  on  !  "  Sail  on  !  and  on  1 ' 
"  My  men  grow  mutinous  day  by  day ; 

My  men  grow  ghastly,  wan,  and  weak." 
The  stout  mate  thought  of  home;  a  spray 

Of  salt  wave  washed  his  swarthy  cheek. 
"  What  shall  I  say,  brave  Adm'ral,  say, 

If  we  sight  naught  but  seas  at  dawn  ?  " 
"  Why,  you  shall  say,  at  break  of  day, 

'  Sail  on  I    Sail  on  !  and  on  !  '  " 

They  sailed,  and  sailed,  as  winds  might  blow. 

Until  at  last  the  blanched  mate  said: 
"  Why,  now  not  even  God  would  know 

Should  I  and  all  my  men  fall  dead. 
These  very  winds  forget  their  way. 

For  God  from  these  dread  seas  is  gone. 
Now  speak,  brave  Adm'ral  :  speak,  and  say  " — 

He  said  :   "  Sail  on  !  Sail  on  !  and  on  !  " 

They  sailed  !    They  sailed  !    Then  spake  the  mate  : 

"  This  mad  sea  shows  its  teeth  to-night ; 
He  curls  his  lip,  he  lies  in  wait 

With  lifted  teeth,  as  if  to  bite  I 
Brave  Adm'ral,  say  but  one  good  word — 

What  shall  we  do  when  hope  is  gone?  " 
The  words  leaped .  as  a  leaping  sword  : 

"Sail  on!    Sail  on!    Sail  on!  and  on!" 

Joaquin  Miller. 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  that,  in  consequenco 
of  her  late  Majesty's  funeral,  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society's  quarterly  meeting  and  concert  has  been 
postponed  until  Saturday  next,  Feb.  9. 


There  is  a  general   but  at  the  same  time  an 
unavoidable  habit  among  all  classes  of  society  of  casting 
aspersions  on  the  veracity  of  the  angler.    Some  people 
hold  a  similar  opinion  in  regard  to  the  golfer,  who,  in 
spite  of  tho  careless  manner  in  which  it  is  alleged  that 
he  handles  the  truth,  occasionally  waxes  sarcastic  ;it 
the  expense  of  his  brother  of  the  angle.    The  other 
day  a  tourist  visited  one  of  his  accustomed  haunts 
which  was  formerly  a  popular  angling  station,  butij 
whicli  in  later  years  has  been  given  over  to  the  tcndcrJ 
mercies  of  the  golfer.  In  tho  smoke-room  that  eveni)ig|j 
the  guileless  wanderer  listened  to  marvellous  stories  oil 
drives,  puts,  and  those  other  terms  which  form  th  , 
jargon  of  those  who  devote  themselves  to  the  game  ofil 
kings.     Some  of  the  stories  were,  to  put  it  mildlv,r 
rather  tall,  and  the  visitor  said  sj  in  plain  Englisli. 
"Not  a  bit  of  it,"  replied  one  of  the  circle.  "There-' 
were  a  good  many  lies  told  when  this  place  was  fro- 1 
quented  by  anglers,  but  since  uv  have  been  here  tlir 
anglers  have  not  been  in  it."    And  then  the  speaker 
wondered  why  the  visitor  smiled,  and  ordered  auothor 
— well,  small  soda.  Dkagnet.  i 
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pFovineial  flfigling  Hotes. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  boisterous  weather  this  week  has  militated 
somewhat  against  successful  angling,  nevertheless  a 
good  many  rods  have  been  at  work.  The  waters  just 
now  are  in  excellent  ply,  and  with  favourable  climatic 
conditions  a  good  run  of  sport  should  be  had.  Up  to 
the  end  of  last  week  roach  fishermen  had  a  remarkably 
good  time  amongst  the  roach  at  the  ends  of  the 
streams  which  run  into  the  Witham.  On  the  Bain, 
for  instance,  sport  considerably  above  the  average 
was  obtained.  Coningsby  and  Tattershall  anglers  had 
a  rare  good  time,  and  some  of  them  captured,  with  the 
worm,  as  much  as  201b.  of  fish  in  a  single  day.  On 
the  Sleaford  Canal  too,  at  its  confluence  with  the  main 
river  at  Chapel  Hill,  roachists  were  about  as  successful. 
The  Forty-foot  fished  rather  indifferently  for  roach  on , 
one  or  two  occasions,  but  this  was  probably  owing  to 
the  extreme  changeability  of  the  weather.  Several 
nice  dishes  of  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Glen 
at  Surfleet,  which  is  a  capital  winter  stream,  and 
u.sually  produces  good  results.  Pike  fishing  has  been 
variable.  On  the  Forty-foot,  the  lengths  at  Donniugton 
yielded  very  well  last  week.  One  rod,  employing  the 
spinning  tackle,  captured  tvv'o  and  a  half  brace,  the  best 
being  a  six-pounder.  Sundry  pike  have  also  been 
captured  on  the  Witham,  and  although  a  magnificent 
fish  of  121b.  was,  amongst  others,  captured  in  the 
Tattershall  district,  trolling  was  not  quite  s6  remunera- 
tive last  week  owing  to  the  discoloration  of  the  water 
caused  by  the  heavy  rainfall.  The  weather  has  again 
taken  a  wintry  turn,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  frost 
and  snow  wore  the  prevailing  elements.  ■ 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  the  previous  mild  weather  a  great  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  course  of  a  week,  for  we  are  now 
having  intensely  oold^northerly  winds  and  gales, 
accompanied  at  times  with  a  heavy  downfall  of  snow, 
which  has  caused  the  already  flooded  waters  to  be 
entirely  out  of  condition  for  angling  operations,  and 
especially  the  tidal  portions  of  the  rivers  Hull  and 
Derweut.  Although  pike  fishers  have  had  a  little  sport 
in  some  of  the  more  steady  waters  of  the  tributaries, 
yet  the  weather  has  been  so  impropitious  that  few 
anglers  have  ventured  out  in  quest  of  sport  in  any 
quarter,  and  the  Lincolnshire  waters  are  in  anything 
but  favourable  trim  for  operations,  consequently  our 
local  anglers  are  busy  in  attending  to  club  matters, 
which  are  very  brisk  in  most  parts  of  the  city. — Several 
clubs  are  undergoing  a  renovation,  and  in  some  parts 
new  ones  are  being  established,  the  latest  addition  to 
our  long  list  being  in  the  Central  Division  and  called 
the  "Norfolk,"  its  headquarters  being  at  the  Norfolk 
Arms,  in  Norfolk-street,  and  a  meeting  is  announced 
for  Tuesday  evening  next  to  arrange  their  first  match 
of  the  season. — Messrs.  Holmes  and  Jones  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  meeting  the  other  evening, 
and  elected  officers  for  1901,  Mr.  W.  P.  Holmes  being 
unanimously  re-elected  to  the  presidential  chair.  The 
balance-sheet  showed  a  very  healthy  state  of  affairs, 
having  a  balance  in  hand  of  £8  l-5s._8d.  to  commence 
with,  and  a  good  roll  of  membership.  The  committee 
have  decided  to  open  the  season  with  a  match  on  the 
river  Hull,  at  Dunswell  —  open  to  all  comers — on 
April  27,  which  will  be  the  first  open  match  of  the 
season  on  this  river,  and,  as  it  is  the  first  venture  of 
this  kind  the  club  has  inaugurated,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  prove  a  success. — The  Wednesday  Angling 
Association  have  held  their  annual  meeting  and  elected 
officers  as  follows  :  president,  Mr.  T.  Marling ;  vice- 
presidents,  Messrs.  S.  King  ana  Thomas  Wray ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  E.  Usher ;  and  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  Chapman  ;  Mr.  R.  Stones  to  officiate  during  the 
season  with  the  scales  and  weights.  In  the  prize  list 
for  the  past  season,  Mr.  W.  Chapman  was  the  recipient 
of  the  gold  cross  for  most  points  ;  Mr.  S.  King,  a  gold 
medal  for  best  aggregate  weight,  also  a  special  prize 
for  the  heaviest  roach. — The  Waltonians  have  also 
elected  officers  for  1901,  as  follows :  president,  Mr.  T. 
Palmer ;  vice-president,  Mr.  P.  R.  Smith ;  treasurer, 
Mr.  E.  Allison  ;  and  secretary,  Mr.  H.  W.  Woolack. 
The  first  matcTi  is  to  take  place  on  the  Hull,  on  Minto 
Flatts,  on  Good  Friday.  — The  500  young  trout  presented 
by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  to  the  Driffield  Hearts 
of  Oak  Angling  Society  have  been  turned  into  the 
Driffield  Canal,  near  Whinhill  Lock.— The  Hull  Town 
Angling  Society  elected  officers  at  their  last  meeting, 
Mr.  W.  Scott  being  elected  president ;  and  the  George 
and  Dragon  Angling  Society,  of  the  Old  Town,  held 
their  eighth  annual  dinner  at  headquarters,  after 
which  the  annual  prizes  were  presented  ;  Mr.  G.  Brigggs 
winning  the  society's  gold  medal  for  most  points,  and 
Messrs.  E.  F.  Breaker  and  G.  Simpson  also  winning  gold 
medals. — Our  neighbours  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Humber  are  also  busy  in  club  matters.  The  Grimsby 
Coach  and  Horses  Angling  Society  meet  on  Tuesday 
evening  to  elect  officers  and  arrange  matters  for  the 
coming  season,  and  the  New  Holland  Anglers  have 
already  elected  their  executive  for  1901. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  fears  of  last  week  have  been  realised,  and  the 
genial  Tommy  Bowker  is  dead.  Every  one  who  knew 
him  will  miss  his  genial  personality;  but,  like  his  old 
friend  Isaac  Statter,  his  death  does  not  appear  to 
have  given  any  official  in  Oldham  an  idea  that  a 
suitable  obituary  notice  should  be  sent  to  the  angling 
press.— The  town  clerk  of  Warrington  may  justly 
be  proud  of  his  clevon-year-old  son.  This  promising 
young  pike  fisher  is  credited  with  the  capture 
of  a  pike  111b.,  which  he  landed  without  help. 
Many  old  hands  would  be  glad  to  do  likewise. — 
Still  they  come  !  is  the  experience  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association,  for  at  the  last  committee  meet- 
ing they  elected  fourteen  new  members. — Manchester 
still  keeps  contributing  its  proportion  of  members. 
The  benevolent  fund  in  this  association  has  reached 
£16  16s.  3d.,  and  the  subscription  only  Is.  per  annum. 
The  amount  of  good  done  by  this  fund  is  great,  but 
details  are  naturally  not  available  for  notice.  A  brace 
of  fine  roach  are  noted,  lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  3oz.,  taken 
by  Mr.  W.  Wood. — The  Barton  Anglers  have  shown 
their  loyalty  and  sympathy  by  postponing  their 
annual  dinner  in  consequence  of  our  national  loss. 
No  doubt  many  have  done  likewise  without  any  special 
notice  of  the  same,  for  anglers  are  naturally  loyal. — 
The  Central  Angling  Association,  Liverpool,  are  en- 
rolling new  members  at  a  rapid  rate.  No  less  than 
sixteen  new  names  are  noted  on  the  books  since  the 
new  year  opened.  An  important  event  takes  place  on 
Thursday  next,  7th  inst.,  the  annual  dinner  and  prize 
distribution.  A  good  miscellaneous  programme  will 
be  provided. — It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Liverpool 
anglers  were  not  behind  in  showing  their  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  Queen  :  several  events  were  post- 
poned on  account  of  her  Majesty's  decease.  The 
Edgehill  Association  received  a  good  report  and 
balance-sheet  from  secretary  and  treasurer  at  their 
recent  meeting. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Of  course  there  is  a  great  and  general  gloom  over 
this  city,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  our  beloved 
and  revered  Queen,  and,  in  common  with  all,  the 
anglers  are  sorrowing. — Only  a  few  weeks  since  it  was 
with  great  regret  we  heard  of  the  death  of  Henri 
St  raker,  one  of  our  most  respected  and  enthusiastic 
fishermen.  Mr.  W.  Curnow  wishes  to  say  it  is  intended 
to  erect  to  his  memory  a  "  tablet,"  and  that  an 
influential  and  sympathetic  committee  from  the 
EUesmere,  Welcomes,  and  Hulme  Crown  Angling 
Societies  will  carry  out  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Straker's 
bereaved  brethren.  —  The  Worsby  Canal  Fishery 
Board  of  Management  announce  the  dates  of  the 
principal  events  as  foUov/s :  Junior  Championship 
Competition,  July  20— referee,  Mr.  A.  Knowles, 
Manchester ;  Senior  Championship,  Aug.  10— referee, 
Mr.  J.  Bates,  Salford.  The  Bridgewater  Challenge 
Shield  Competition  will  be  on  Sept.  7 — referee,  Mr. 
J.  Barlow  Wigan. — The  last  meeting  of  the  Moss 
Side  Society  was  an  important  one.  They  elected  new 
members,  and  received  several  nominations.  The  stock- 
ing competition  is  doing  well,  6,000  fish  being  placed  in 
their  private  waters.  They  have  also  decided  to  take 
over  a  water  on  a  lease  for  seven  years.  Finally  they 
placed  on  the  minutes  a  resolution  moved  by  their  new 
chairman,  Mr.  J.  Travers,  expressing  deep  regret  at  the 
loss  of  our  good  Queen — just  what  is  expected  from  the 
Socials. — The  Bradford  Total  Abstinence  .Angling 
Society  have  formed  a  juvenile  branch  in  connection 
with  the  parent  body.  Boys  from  twe.ve  to  sixteen 
who  wish  to  join  must  apply  at  the  Temperance 
Hall,  Grey  Mare-lane,  when  particulars  will  be  given. 
The  next  meeting  is  on  Feb.  4. — Manchester  fisher- 
men will  regret  to  hear  that  the  Bollin  is  out  of  the 
question  for  fishing,  and  not  likely  to  run  into  con- 
dition for  some  time. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  prospects  of  last  week  were  by  no  means  ful- 
filled, for  a  sharp  spell  of  frost  and  snow  set  in  and 
upset  all  calculations.  On  Monday  we  had  an  awful 
storm.  The  sky  was  as  black  as  ink,  and  the  lightning 
was  very  vivid.  The  only  really  good  basket  of  pike 
obtained  since  last  week's  notes  were  written  was  one 
of  eleven  fish,  ten  of  which  were  from  four  to  six 
pounds  each,  and  the  other  a  nice  fish  of  2?^lb.  in 
weight  and  40in.  in  length.  These  were  taken  in 
private  water  on  Friday  last.  This  week  nobody  has 
been  out,  owing  to  the  sharp  weather.  Many  of  the 
broads  are  now  frozen  over,  and  it  is  feared  that  the 
rest  of  the  season  will  be  a  failure,  as  far  as  ]pike  are 
concerned. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  outlook  is  dismal  in  the  extreme.  Snow  covers 
the  ground,  and  the  Trent  is  running  in  high  and 
coloured  volume.  The  river  will  be  much  higher 
when  the  thaw  asserts  itself  in  earnest.  Few  angling 
items  are  forthcoming.  At  Shardlow,  last  Satm-day, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Mr.  W.  E.  Birks, 
■  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitehead  caught  a  variety  of  roach 
and  chub  with  worm  and  bread  paste,  and  several  piko 
were  brought  in  from  Hickling.    Rain  fell,  more  or 


less,  throughout  the  day,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
downpour  the  river  jumped  up  four  or  five  feet  in  loss 
than  twenty-four  hours.  The  City  Piscatorials  have 
held  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters,  and 
thereat  a  circular  letter  was  read  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Sheflield  Anglers'  Association  seeking  the  co- 
operation of  the  Nottingham  fishermen  in  the  sup- 
pression of  illegal  netting  between  Newark  and  the 
Humber.  Prior  to  the  Trench  coming  on,  odd  pike 
fell  to  the  attraction  of  the  live  bait  at  Shardlow  and 
King's  Mills,  and  a  fish  caught  in  Weston  I'ool  by 
Mr.  T.  Skidmore,  of  the  Forest  Inn  Society,  scaled 
exactly  101b.  Members  of  the  Waltonians  journeyed 
to  Swineshead,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  returned  with 
roach,  rudd,  perch,  and  pike. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Heavy  rain,  furious,  cold,  biting  winds,  and  driving 
snow  has  been  the  bill  of  fare  from  the  weather  office 
this  week,  and  in  consequence  the  rivers  are  bank  full 
of  coloured  water,  and  are  still  rising.  Fishing  quite 
off,  and  will  be  for  some  time.  Before  Sunday,  several 
anglers  were  out,  and  some  decent  sport  was  had 
among  the  roach.  Mr.  E.  Davies  had  one  fine  fellow 
over  IJlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Siers,  a  member  of  the  Good 
Intent  Club,  caught  two  lovely  perch,  the  heaviest 
over  21b.  and  the  other  close  up.  They  were  in  grand 
condition.  The  clubs  are  having  meetings  and  arrang- 
ing for  the  coming  season ;  some  of  them  have  secured 
some  good  water,  and  the  district  association  is  try- 
ing to  rent  some  for  the  use  of  the  affiliated  clubs,  but 
good  fishing  is  difficult  to  find. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account,  in  some  measure,  of  the  period  of 
mourning,  there  is  comparatively  little  doing,  although 
the  conditions  have  to  some  extent  been  favourable  to 
angling.  With  recurring  frosts,  and  the  rivers  at  a 
nice  level,  grayling  and  pike  have  been  on  the  move. 
The  opening  of  the  trout  season  is  being  looked 
forward  to  in  a  very  hopeful  spirit,  it  being  known 
that  the  fish  are  in  fine  condition,  numerous,  and 
sportive.  On  most  of  the  rivers  the  season  opens 
either  on  March  15  or  April  1,  but  the  fly  is  not  very 
effective  in  luring  the  trout  from  the  deeps  before 
May  and  June. 


^ofc5  from  tf)c  iXorll). 


The  first  snowstorm  of  the  season  is  being  ex- 
perienced over  the  North  of  Scotland.  Better  late 
than  never  ;  but,  after  such  a  long  spell  of  really  fine 
open  weather,  one  takes  ill  with  a  foot  of  snow. 


It  will  be  all  the  better  for  the  later  spring  waters, 
and  the  fall  of  the  temperature  will  give  the  check 
necessary  to  keep  the  fish  from  getting  into  the  upper 
reaches  all  too  soon. 


The  Teith,  a  tributary  of  the  Forth,  is  now  among 
the  January  rivers,  and  yielding  fairly  good  sport.  It 
opened  on  the  15th  ult. 

The  phantom  is,  next  to  the  fly,  the  most  popular  of 
spring  lures.  On  Loch  Taj'  nothing  but  the  phantom 
is  of  any  use  in  the  early  spring  months,  and  nothing 
else  is  ever  tried. 


The  sport  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory.  On  the  Killin  beat  last  week  Mrs.  Maisey 
drew  "  first  blood"  among  lady  anglers  with  a  beauty 
of  191b.  to  the  phantom. 


The  anglers  in  the  far  north,  at  Thurso  and  Helms- 
dale, are  fairly  snowed  up.  Over  a  foot  and  a  half  of 
snow  fell  between  Saturday  and  Monday,  and  mean- 
time angling  is  at  a  standstill. 


The  future  of  Balmoral  is  troubling  a  great  many 
people  just  now,  and  especially  paragraphists  who 
have  probably  never  seen  the  grey  turrets  of  the  late 
Queen's  Highland  palace.  It  will  pass  as  an  heirloom 
to  the  king,  and  be  as  greatly  in  favour  with  royalty 
as  ever. 


Balmoral  extends  to  about  fourteen  square  miles, 
chiefly  deer  forests,  and  the  best  in  the  Highlands, 
while  there  are  nine  miles  of  excellent  salmon  water 
in  an  early  spring,  and  good  summer  water  at  any 
time,  which  has  been  fished  by  the  Duke  of  York  during 
the  past  three  years. 

One  or  two  sections  of  the  Dee  are  still  in  the 
market.  The  demand  as  yet  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  prospects.  Probably  the  rentals  are  the  stopper. 
And  no  wonder !  There  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the 
prices  put  on  very  questionable  sections.  Be  the 
season  what  it  may,  some  one  will  be  severely  bitten, 
and  then  howl  out'.  Special  Scotch. 
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THAMES  ANGLING  PRESEEVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  offices, 
12,  Regent-street,  on  Jan.  29,  when  the  members 
present  were— Messrs.  Crumpleu,  Wheelev,  O'Dowd 
Matthews,  Berry,  Elsmore.  Price,  Grimmett,  Neville, 
Briand,  and  Gomm,  together  with  Mr.  Higgins  hou 
sec,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Nuthall  in  the  chair.  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed, 
and  the  cash  in  hand  was  £112  18s.  5d. 

The  keepers'  reports  were  received,  and  it  is  believed 
some  illegal  netting  has  been  done  ;  so  the  men  are 
keeping  a  good  look-out  for  the  poachers.  The  boat 
is  to  be  repaired  and  put  in  order,  and  a  pair  of  new 
sculls  provided. 

An  address  is  being  prepared  for  his  Majesty  King 
lL,dward  ML,  who  is  patron  of  the  societv,  expressing 
the  loyal  feelings  of  the  committee  to  hirnself  and  the 
royal  family,  and  their  sympathv  in  the  great  loss 
they  together  with  the  nation,  have  sustained  by  the 
death  of  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria. 

A  vote  of  condolence  was  passed  to  the  parents  of 
the  late  Mr.  Sells,  a  member  of  the  committee,  who 
died  in  the  service  of  his  country  whilst  in  South 
Africa. 

_  Three  otters  have  been  captured  by  Hone,  who  will 
no  doubt  ask  for  the  usual  reward  before  the  next 
meeting  takes  place.— F.  G.  H. 


DART  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Dart  Angling  Association,  which  controls  a 
large  portion  of  the  fishing  on  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Dart,  held  its  annual  meeting  this  week,  with  Mr. 
A.  M.  Champernowne,  of  Dartington  Hall— a  big  land- 
owner—in the  chair.  Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory 
part  of  the  meeting  was  the  good  wishes  for  the  river 
expressed  by  Mr.  Champernowne,  who  said  he  felt  that 
the  trout  fishing  of  the  Dart  might  be  improved.  He 
further  stated  that  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing m  furtherance  of  this  by  means  of  concerted 
action  with  the  angling  association.  The  association's 
annual  report  showed  that  the  unfavourable  season 
had  naturally  affected  the  sale  of  tickets,  but  the 
association  were  on  a  good  financial  footin  s.  The 
conservators  had  allowed  Mr.  Baliffs  to  act  for  the 
association,  which  was  a  satisfactory  arrangement, 
whilst  the  hands  of  the  board  were  strengthened  by 
the  extra  powers  given  by  the  association  with  regard 
to  undersized  fish,  etc.,  and  improper  fishing.  The 
G.W.R.  allowed  members  from  a  distance  to  travel  at 
a  fare  and  a  quarter  for  the  return  journey,  but  not 
from  the  near  stations.  A  subject  of  great  regret  was 
the  continued  pollution  at  Buckfastleigh,  and  the 
committee  considered  the  sewerage  outfall  works 
either  defective  or  improperly  managed.  C.  V.  B. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
was  held  at  the  oflices  of  Mr.  W.  Seaton  Gray,  Hower- 
gate,  Whitby,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  when  there  was 
a  goodly  number  present,  over  whom  Colonel  J  W 
Richardson,  J.P.,  presided.  The  financial  statement 
submitted  by  the  clerk,  Mr.  W.  Brown,  set  forth  that 
r.^^P"'"^^^'^'"®  during  the  year  had  been 
t  °,  l^^v"^-'  '^"'^  ^^^y  ^ere  left  with  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £232  2s.  l|d.  The  report  was  unanimously 
approved  of.  _  The  report  as  to  the  dead  fish  taken  by 
the  water  bailiffs  from  the  river  during  1900  showed 
that  213  fish  had  been  recorded,  as  against  8  last 
year,  189  the  year  previous,  64  in  the  year  1897 
and  155  in  1896.  Out  of  the  number  last  year 
twenty-six  fish  had  been  killed  by  the  mill  at  Ruswarp 
and  seven  apparently  killed  by  otters.  Colonel  J  w' 
Richardson,  J.P.,  was  reappointed  chairman  for  the 
ensuing  year,  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  J.P.,  vice-chairman, 
and  Mr.  W.  Brown,  clerk.  A  strong  and  influential 
committee  was  also  appointed. 


SPAWNING  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

The  rarinbow  trout  is  called  a  spring-spawnino-  trout 
as  indeed  it  is  on  the  Pacific  coast,  where  it  is  native^ 
but  since  it  has  been  transplanted  to  Atlantic  coast 
waters  its  spawning  season  has  been  of  an  earlier  date 
as  the  years  passed,  until  now  it  may  be  called  a 
winter-spawning  fish  in  New  York.  When  the  rain- 
bow was  first  introduced  into  New  York  State  a 
special  season  was  provided  for  it  by  law,  but  uow'no 
distinction  is  made  in  the  season  when  it  can  be  taken 
legally.  A  few  days  ago  I  was  at  the  Pleasant  Valley 
hatchery  of  the  Forest,  Fish,  and  Game  Commission  in 
Steuben  County,  and  while  there  rainbow  trout  eggs 
were  taken  for  the  first  time  this  season,  and  the  dat 
was  Dec.  10,  or  eight  days  earlier  than  ever  before 
known  at  this  hatchery.  On  Long  Island  it  is  common 
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to  take  rainbow  trout  eggs  in  JanuarN',  but  never  so 
early  as  in  December.  At  Pleasant  Valley  brown 
trout  eggs  were  taken  on  Dec.  11,  and  quite  a  number 
of  native  brook  trout  had  not  spawned  on  that  date. 
On  Dec.  12  I  was  at  Cold  Spring  Harbour,  on  Lono- 
Island,  and  on  that  date  the  men  at  the  State  hatchery 
were  taking  eggs  from  brook  trout,  and  the  brown 
trout  had  finished  spawning.  This  evening  I  opened 
the  Manual  of  Fish-culture  published  by  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  and  this  is  what  it  said  of 
the  spawning  of  the  rainbow  trout  at  the  Wythe- 
ville,  Va.,  station  of  the  United  States  Fish  Com- 
mission :  "In  the  ponds  at  Wytheville  the  spawn- 
ing fish  may  be  found  any  time  after  Nov.  1  •  the 
season  is  well  started  by  Nov.  15,  and  generally  closes 
about  March  1.  December  and  January  are  the  best 
months.  In  California  the  season  extends  from  Feb.  1 
to  May,  and  in  Colorado  begins  earlv  in  May  and 
continues  until  July."  It  has  Been  said,  I  think,  that 
m  California  the  rainbow  trout  spawns  in  each  month 
of  the  year  somewhere,  depending  upon  the  elevation 
at  which  it  is  found,  which  means  that  in  waters  of 
different  temperatures  the  fish  has  dii?erent  spawning 
seasons.  One  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
rainbow  trout  in  the  East  was  that  it  was  a  spring- 
spawning  fish,  and  consequently  it  was  soft  of  flesh  at 
the  season  when  the  native  brook  trout  season  opened. 
No  longer  is  it  true  to  say  the  rainbow  is  a  sprints- 
spawning  fish  in  Eastern  waters.— A.  N.  Cheney  in 
Forest  and  Stream.  ' 

[We  believe  it  is  the  experience  of  fish  breeders  in 
Europe  that  the  rainbow  trout,  which  used  to  spawn 
later  than  our  trout,  is  gradually  coming  to  do  so  at 
the  same  time  our  trout  do. — Ed.] 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  Ousb,  Sussex.— The  half-fish  you  sent  is  a  true 
sea  trout  {Salmo  tnitta). 

Covvesponbence^ 

[TFe  do  not  Jvold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

TUNNY  FISHING  IN  EUROPE,  ETC. 

Deab  Sir,— I  strongly  commend  this  idea  to 
travelling  and  enterprising  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
yachtsmen  and  residents  on  parts  of  the  Mediterranean 
frequented  by  tunny.  As  recently  mentioned  in  the 
Fu'ld,  tunny  fishing  with  line  is  practised  off  the 
Canary  Islands  and  Madeira,  but  should  also  be 
feasible  round  Sardinia  and  Corsica.  There  is  a  very 
suggestive  paragraph  in  the  Field  of  yesterday  (Ano-lino- 
Notes  and  Queries),  which  I  think  you  might°find 
worthy  of  reproduction,  showing  how  large  tunny  are 
caught  by  Armenian  fishermen  near  Constantinople, 
and  giving  the  precise  modus  operandi,  very  "  rough 
and  ready,"  which  keen  sea  anglers  would,  of  course 
improve  upon,  by  using  powerful  tarpon  rod  and 
tackle,  specially  prepared  for  these  mormons  and 
powerful  fish— for  the  Mediterranean  tunny  are 
reported  in  some  parts  to  average  4001b.  or  5001b  and 
occasionally  run  up  to  half  a  ton.  Think  of  the  battle 
royal  with  a  half-tonner  ! — Yours  very  faithfully, 

Calais,  Jan.  27.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

FISH  CULTURE. 

Deae  Str, — In  an  article  under  the  heading  of 
"Fish  Culture,"  in  your  issue  of  the  19th  of  this 
month,  I  notice  that  Mr.  Wilson  states  that  I  said  fish 
meal  made  trout  small  if  fed  to  them.  If  he  will  refer 
to  my  letter  to  you  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  15,  he  will 
see  that  the  reverse  is  what  I  stated.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  Mr.  Wilson  should  have  thought  it  proper 
to  make  such  a  statement,  entirely  contrary  to  the 
truth,_  for  every  man  who  has  made  fish  culture  a 
scientific  study  must  know  the  effects  of  such  feeding. 
This  fish  meal  is  sold  under  many  trade  names,  an°d 
varies  considerably  in  quality,  such,  for  instance  as 
meal  consisting  chiefly  of  bone,  and  of  little  value; 
then  again  it  can  be  seen  almost  brown  and  largely 
charged  with  oil,  and  most  dangerous  to  fish. 

I  understand  that  Mr.  Wilson  claims  to  be  the  sole 
British  agent  for  the  meal  he  sells ;  all  I  know  is  that 
I  use  the  same,  I  believe,  and  another  firm  have  only 
this  week  bought  forty  tons,  and  not  through  Mr 
Wilson. 

I  would  again  warn  the  public  that  there  a,re  fish 
meals  and  fish  meals,  but  the  best  when  mixed  with 
other  ingredients  makes  chemically  a  "perfect  fish 
food,"  with  no  oil.  I  grow  as  big  fish  as  Mr.  Wilson, 
but  I  take  great  care  not  to  overfeed  them  so  as  to 
make  them  "  silvery."— Yours  obediently, 

J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S. 
Upper  Downing,  Holywell,  N.  Wales, 
Jan  24,  1901. 


accounted  for,  in  my  opinion,  in  one  way— namely  that 
the  brown  trout  which  were  already  in  the  lake  have 
eaten  them.  The  few  that  they  caught  and  returned 
the  first  year  were  only  those  which  had  not  already 
succumbed  to  the  cannibals.  If  they  had  stocked 
with  two-year-olds  they  would  have  given  a  "ood 
account  of  themselves.  It  is  always  dangerous  to 
stock  with  yearlings  when  there  are  any  large  brown 
trout  in  the  water. — Yours  truly, 

^.       ,         ,  Chris.  W.  Wilson. 

Kigmaden  Fishery, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

A  WRINKLE  FOR  ANGLING  CLUBS  IN  ' 

SCOTLAND  CLOSE  TIME  FOR  TROUT. 
^•J^^r^^  Sir,— On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  Jan.  17 
the  Glasgow  Walton  Club  held  their  annual  meeting 
in  Mcculloch's,  Maxwell-street.  Mr.  Richmond  pre- 
sided. The  offioe-bearers  for  the  past  year  were  re- 
appointed, with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Cunningham 
.who  retired  from  the  directorate— namely  Mr  Rich- 
mond, president;  Mr.  Sweet,  secretary  and  treasurer- 
Mr.  Stratford  and  Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  directors. 

There  was  a  large  turn  out  of  members,  who  evinced 
much  interest  in  the  several  items  of  business  dis- 
cussed Almost  all  the  members  present  joined  the 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  Mr.  Sweet  having 
pressed  the  claims  of  that  body  with  much  force  and 
success  on  the  attention  of  those  present.  And  here 
follows  the  wrinkle.  N.B.-Angling  clubs  please  note. 

Mr.  Robertson  put  forward  the  following  resolution 
which  was  unanimously  carried:  "That  this  club 
petition  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Government  to  reintroduce  their  Bill 
of  last  year  for  a  '  Close  Time  for  Trout  in  Scotland.'  " 
It  was  also  agreed  to  transmit  copies  of  the  petition  to 
the  seven  members  representing  the  City  of  Glasgow 
m  Parliament.— Yours,  etc.,  "  Iron  Blue." 

Glasgow. 

[The  ^  Glasgow  Evening  Times  reprinted  "  Iron 
Blue's"  capital  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  Jan.  19,  and  the  following  remarks  on  it. 
— Ed.] 

Close  Time  for  Trout. 
We  print  to-day  a  communication  from  an  angler 
which  should  strike  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts 
of  all  Scottish  fishers.  The  writer  calls  renewed 
attention  to  the  fact  that  while  England  and  Ireland 
have  a  close  time  for  trout,  Scotland  has  not.  Why 
should  there  be  such  a  distinction  ?  The  question  is 
more  easily  asked  than  answered.  But  "  Iron  Blue  " 
has  no  doubt  about  one  point.  He  gives  out  quite 
straight  his  opinion  as  to  who  is  to  blame  for  prevent- 
ing Scotland  from  receiving  a  boon  which  England 
and  Ireland  enjoy.  It  is  some  nine  years  since  the 
Upper  Ward  of  Lanarkshire  Clyde  Protection  Associa- 
tion drafted  a  Bill  for  providing  a  close  time  for 
Scotland,  but  the  measure  was  blocked  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  "  Iron  Blue  "  lays  the  sole  responsibility 
for  this  on  the  present  and  former  members  for  the 
Border  Burghs.  These  gentlemen,  he  asserts,  have 
slain  the  Bill  on  each  occasion  of  its  appearance  in 
Parliament.  Whatever  the  exact  responsibility  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  and  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Brown, 
we  are  loth  to  believe  that  the  salmon  poachers  of  the 
Border  district  have  quite  as  much  political  influence 
as  the  correspondent  seems  to  think.  But  the  broad 
fact  is  there,  that,  though  anglers  all  over  the  country 
are  in  favour  of  a  close  time,  they  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain  it.  They  have,  however,  the  example 
before  them  of  what  numerous  other  organised  bodies 
have  been  able  to  do  by  steady  persistence.  The  duty 
of  moving  in  the  matter  lies,  we  imagine,  primarily 
with  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  and,  if 
that  body  takes  up  a  strong  position  on  the  question 
of  a  close  time,  it  will  doubtless  receive  the  warm 
support  of  the  district  societies  throughout  the 
country. 


RESTOCKING  TROUT  WATERS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "Little  Mill"  re  disap- 
pearance of  yearling  rainbow  trout  from  artificial  lake, 
with  streams  guarded  with  screens,  this  can  only  be 


A  CLOSE  TIME  FOR  TROUT  WANTED  IN 
SCOTLAND.  ^ 

Dear  Sib, — The  letter  signed  "  Iron  Blue  "  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  19  is  exhilarating  in  that  it  shows  a 
healthy  interest  still  exists  in  that  ugly  blot  on  Scot- 
land's fame  as  an  angling  country— the  question  of 
the  widespread  slaughter  of  trout  out  of  season  through 
the  absence  of  a  close  time  for  Salmo  fario. 

It_  would  appear  that  my  appeal  to  our  English 
angling  friends  for  their  countenance  and  sympathy 
has  brought  out  a  champion  for  Fario,  and  one,  too, 
who  is  prepared  to  strike  out  boldly,  if  somewhat 
bluntly,  for  legislation  to  protect  his  beloved  prey. 
The  thanks  and  good  wishes  of  all  true  anglers  go 
with  him,  I  say,  in  his  praiseworthy  endeavom-s  I  For 
the  honour  of  "puir  auld  Scotland,"  however,  let  us 
fondly  hope  that  this  side  of  the  Border  saw  the 
blessed  birth  of  Piscator  Militans.  It  would  be  quite 
too  awfully  bad  to  owe  everything  to  the  Southron, 
when  we  have  had  his  glorious  example  so  long  star- 
ing us  in  the  face. 

The  heading  of  "  Iron  Blue's  "  letter,  and  its  tone,  I 
fancy,  is  suggestive  of  officialdom.  If  this  supposition 
is  right,  why  use  a  no7n  de  ])hime  ?   The  aims  of  the 
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Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association  are  surely  suffi- 
ciently meritorious  for  straightforward  action  on  the 
part  of  its  executive.  I  fling  out  the  hint  for  what  it 
is  worth,  although  I  retain  the  obscurity  of  initials 
myself.  In  any  case,  it  is  clear  that  the  time  has 
now  arrived  when  that  association  should  show  some 
reason  for  its  existence,  and  energetic  action  be  taken 
by  the  parent  body  in  Edinburgh,  or,  if  it  is  defunct, 
by  the  combined  district  associations  in  the  angling 
centres  of  Scotland. 

It  is  some  satisfaction  also  to  note  that  the  Glasgow 
Sanitary  Authorities'  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  scandalous  exposure  for  sale  of  unhealthy  trout  in 
the  ifishmougers'  shops  in  the  city,  although,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  public  health,  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Harvey's 
reference  to  Section  2  of  the  Salmon  and  Fresh 
Water  Fisheries  Act  1892  is  not  particularly  edifying 
in  the  circumstances. — Yours  truly,  D.  J.  F. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Deab  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  "  Boston  Bittern  "  in  a 
friendly  way  that  while  he  was  doing  the  coiling 
business  with  his  left  hand  I  think  I  could  make  two 
oasts  from  a  centre-pin  reel  and  have  the  bait  ready 
for  a  third  cast  before  he  had  done  one. 

With  respect  to  having  the  handles  of  the  reel  on 
the  left  side  of  the  rod,  I  quite  agree  with  him  that 
there  are  some  styles  of  fishing  which  it  suits  splen- 
didly, especially  when  striking  with  the  right  hand, 
and  the  stream  does  a  good  deal  of  the  v?ork ;  but 
there  are  others  in  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
they  are  entirely  out  of  place,  and  rather  hinder  the 
angler  than  otherwise. — Yours  truly, 

"  An  Old  Castee." 


CASTING  FROM  THE  NOTTINGHAM  REEL. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  19  you  published 
in  extenso  the  very  able  and  instructive  paper  read  by 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  before  the  members  of  the  London 
Sresham  Angling  Society  on  "  Casting  from  the 
Nottingham  Reel."  Mr.  Emery  stated,  and  very 
truly  stated,  that  the  reel,  in  angling,  is  the  most 
important  factor  to  be  considered,  and  he  included,  as 
amongst  the  very  best  reels  made  and  on  the  market, 
my  own  invention.  A  technical  error,  however,  may 
prove  misleading.  My  reel  is  referred  to  as  "  Coxen's 
Ariel."  It  should  be  "  Coxon's  Aerial  "  {vide  advertise- 
ment). There  are  several  Coxens,  and  plenty  of 
Coxons,  the  majority  being  anglers.  Thanking  you 
for  what  may  seem  a  trivial  correction,  —  Yours 
faithfully,  Hbnby  Coxosr. 

Walton  Villa, 
West  Bridgeford,  Nottingham. 


THE  SLAUGHTER  0F|  THE  INNOCENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Langley  Simmons's  article,  named 
as  above,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  5,  must,  I  am 
sure,  have  been  read  with  appreciation  by  those  who, 
like  myself,  are  all-the-year-round  "  native  "  anglers 
in  the  district  it  refers  to,  as  well  as  navigators,  in  the 
summer,  on  its  placid  waters.  I  am  no  "captious 
critic,"  and  therefore  imagine  that,  when  Mr.  Simmons 
mentions  dace  as  forming  part  of  the  day's  basket,  it 
must  be  either  a  slip  of  the  pen  on  his  part,  a  mistake 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  fish,  or,  as  a  last  but  rather 
widely  stretched  hypothesis,  that  he  and  his  friend 
caught  one  or  two  dace  which  had  been  emptied  from 
some  pike-fisher's  bait  can  during  the  winter,  and  had 
somehow  or  other  managed  to  survive  their  utterly 
unsuitable  surroundings.  Even  in  the  river  itself— i.e., 
the  Bure,  I  have  never  known  dace  to  exist  below 
Wroxham  Bridge,  and  an  experience  of  something  like 
twenty  years'  fishing  of  the  Bure,  from  almost  its 
source  to  mouth,  leads  me  to  regard  Mr.  Simmons's 
capture  of  dace  (if  any  number  were  taken,  which 
he  does  not  state)  in  a  broad  as  something  rather 
phenomenal. 

I  fancy  the  truef  explanation  is  that  Mr.  Simmons 
rot  unnaturally  mistook  some  of  the  hybrid  roach 
(which  abound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Bure  and  its 
contingent  broads)  for  dace.  Indeed,  this  river  affords 
several  iohthyological  problems  in  the  shape  of  hybrids 
(or  varieties,  possibly)  of  different  kinds.  I  have  caught 
little  brilliantly  coloured  bream  with  red  eyes,  roach 
of  pale,  washy  colour,  with  a  bluish  "  breamy "  eye 
and  yellow  fins,  a  kind  of  lemon-coloured  rudd  with 
pale  fins,  and  a  sort  of  coarse,  dull-looking  roach,  with 
practically  colourless  fins  and  a  yellowish  eye,  but  a 
true  dace,  below  the  place  referred  to,  never. 

I  noticed,  also,  in  an  article  some  time  back,  a 
gentleman  referring  to  some  "  lively  sport  "  with  chub 
in  the  Bure.  This  fish  is,  as  far  as  my  angling 
experience  goes,  and  that  of  all  Norfolk  anglers  I 
have  ever  conversed  with  on  the  subject,  non-existent 
in  the  Bure.  Some  years  ago  I  caught,  with  fly,  what 
at  first  I  took  for  a  chub,  but  a  closer  inspection 
proved  it  to  be  one  of  the  hybrids  referred  to.  Why 
chub  do  hot  apparently  exist  in  the  East  Norfolk 
rivers  (which,  in  many  sections,  are  quite  suitable  for 
them)  I  do  not  understand,  as  they  flourish  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county,  but  the  fact  remains. 

Mr.  Simmons  may  rest  assured  I  have  made  these 
remarks  in  no  carping  spirit,  for  I  read  his  article  with 


peculiar  pleasure,  it  recalling  memories  of  many  a 
pleasant  day  on  my  native  reed-fringed  waters,  but 
rather  that  I  am  only  doing  go  in  the  spirit  of  seeking 
what  some  more  experienced  Broad  angler  may  be 
able  to  give  me — namely,  "  More  Light." — Yours  faith- 
fully, "BUKE." 


TOO  MUCH  CUTTLE  IN  THE  SOUTH  AND 
TOO  LITTLE  IN  THE  NORTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  Occasional  Notes  you 
again  refer  to  the  plague  of  cuttle  fish  on  the  Coast  of 
Brittany,  and  that  they  have  now  made  their  appear- 
ance in  Plymouth  Sound  ;  so  I  wished  to  ask  if  it 
would  not  pay  to  catch  them  and  despatch  them  to  the 
north-east  coast,  where,  I  believe,  the  fishermen  are 
experiencing  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  bait  for  their 
lines.  I  have  had  one  of  the  fishermen  from  Scar- 
borough over  on  a  visit,  and  his  whole  cry  is  the  bait 
question.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  that  if  the 
fishermen  at  Plymouth  and  elsewhere  could  be  put  in 
communication  with  each  other,  the  arrangement 
might  be  made  beneficial  to  both  parties.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Header,  of  Plymouth,  Mr.  Clarke,  or  Mr.  Cunliffe, 
of  Scarborough,  could  say  a  word  or  two  on  this 
matter. 

I  also  notice  your  remarks  on  Thames  elvers,  and 
would  like  to  ask  if  any  one  has  tried  to  jireserve  some 
in, salt  or  otherwise  for  use  as  bait  for  sea  fishing.  I 
should  think  salt  would  be  best,  if  such  delicate- 
looking  things  would  stand  it. 

Bottom-feeding  fish  will  not  look  at  sprats  preserved 
in  formalin.  I  have  tried  them,  and  could  not  get  a 
bite,  but  as  soon  as  I  put  on  some  pieces  of  bloater  I 
began  to  catch  dabs,  whiting,  and  gurnard. 

If  I  could  get  hold  of  a  few  pounds  I  should  like  to 
try  the  experiment,  and  report  progress  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  If  your  esteemed  correspondent  "  Glo'ster," 
who  wrote  last  year  re  "  Severn  Pollution  and  Dead 
Salmon,"  is  still  a  reader  of  your  valuable  paper, 
perhaps  he  could  oblige.  Unless  eels  and  elvers  have 
suffered  the  same  fate  as  the  salmon,  there  should  be 
plenty  of  elvers  in  the  Severn,  for  as  a  boy,  about  forty 
years  ago  now,  we  used  to  catch  a  great  quantity  in 
the  over  part  of  the  river,  especially  at  the  outfall 
of  the  Leddon  from  the  flour  mill  down  to  where  it 
joined  the  Severn,  the  tongue  of  land  between  the  two 
being  about  the  best  place  we  youngsters  could  find. 
As  the  nets  are  rather  heavy  and  clumsy  for  lads  from 
eight  to  twelve  years  of  age  to  handle,  "  Glo'ster  "  will 
no  doubt  know.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same  pattern 
is  used  still  when  the  season  comes  round. 

I  should  like  to  hear  what  some  of  our  correspon- 
dents have  to  say  on  this  matter,  for  I  find  that  some- 
thing in  the  form  of  a  preserved  bait  is  very  necessary 
to  sea  anglers.  One  cannot  always  procure  worms  the 
minute  you  get  to  a  place,  and  may  perhaps  lose  a 
tide  waiting  for  bait. 

Trusting  I  have  not  made  this  letter  too  long,  and 
that  you  may  have  a  prosperous  new  year, — Yours 
sincerely,  B.  A.  Goodman. 


AN  lejLB.  PIKE  CAUGHT  IN  THE 
HAMPSHIRE  AVON. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  a  subscrilier  to  the  F.  G.,  it 
may  interest  you  to  know  that  recently  I  succeeded 
in  catching  a  pike  weighing  l£|Ib.  in  the  Avon  here. — 
Yours  truly,  Thomas  S.  Bloom. 

"Forncett,"  Salisbury. 


BORDER  ESK. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
if  there  is  now  any  fishing  (Association)  below  Long- 
town  ;  and  if  the  Duke's  side  of  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools  are  still  open  to  holders  of  Association 
tickets — and  price  ? — Yours  truly,  "  Sickle." 

SOME  REPLIES  TO  CRITICISMS. 

Dear  Sib, — Be  my  paper  of  Jan.  5,  "Comments  on 
the  Christmas  Number  of  Fishing  Gazette,"  I  am 
much  obliged  to  Mr.  Simms  for  his  criticisms  (vide 
your  issue  of  Jan.  26),  always  xsleasant  to  answer  when 
made  in  the  true  Waltonian  spirit. 

In  correcting  the  passage  "  from  the  pupa  to  the 
larva,"  I  am  almost  sorry  he  took  the  trouble  to  quote 
authorities,  as  the  slip  of  the  pen  is  too  glaring  to  be 
taken  seriously.  Let  me,  then,  correct  myself,  and 
say  from  the  larva  (or  mask)  to  the  pupa  (or  mummy), 
etc.  So  far  as  the  Mayfly  (vulgata)  is  concerned,  the 
pupal  or  mummy  stage  does  not  fit  in  nicely,  as  his 
whole  life  is  spent  in  the  active  stage  of  existence. 

As  regards  the  second  charge  {i.e.,  the  period  of 
wing-drying  in  the  change  to  imago  of  the  Mayfly),  I 
assure  Mr.  Simms  that  I  have  witnessed  it  scores  of 
times  on  the  Blythe,  where  I  have  spent  most  of  my 
life,  and  where  the  Mayfly  is  so  abundant  that  the 
empty  cases  could  be  collected  by  pailfuls,  that  five 
minutes  would  more  than  suffice  where  nature's  work 
is  not  impeded. 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  "  delicate  web  "  of  the  tiger  moth, 
I  would  not  for  a  moment  dispute  Mr.  Simms  or  the 
authorities  he  quotes,  that  the  larva  constructs  the 
web  "  for  the  purpose  of  passing  its  pupal  stage  in  it "  ; 
though  not  exjpressed,  it  is  my  owa  reasojoing.    But  I 


go  further  than  this,  by  submitting  that  the  instinct 
of  the  creature  effects  the  double  purpose  of  shutting 
out  the  enemy — ichneumon,  if  you  will,  but  there  are 
others.  That  instinct  is  verj-  strong  in  these  creatures 
of  animated  life  the  following  may  add  to  other  testi- 
mony. When  my  captive  larva  of  tiger  moth  had 
constructed  his  outer  web,  enclosing  himself  within 
some  two  inches  of  the  corner  of  a  starch  box,the  sling 
whereon  to  rest  during  the  pupal  stage  was  woven  verti- 
cally from  bottom  to  top,  resting  thereon,  I  noticed 
a  freak  which  quite  mystified  me — i.e.,  from  the  top 
point  of  the  sling,  where  the  head  of  the  larva  would 
rest  in  stripping,  a  hole  was  ruthlessly  bored  through 
the  outer  walls  of  the  somewhat  strong  web,  the  head 
and  shoulders  appearing  outside — the  hole  was  rounded 
by  a  writhing  motion  of  the  body  and  then  withdrawn 
• — immediately,  a  finer  web  was  spun  over  the  orifice, 
and  the  body  again  enclosed.  It  occurred  to  me  that 
this  was  a  provision  for  the  final  escape  of  the  gorgeous 
and  delicately  plumed  moth  when  emerging  from  his 
prison  to  the  big  world  outside.  By  assiduous  watching 
I  found  that  this  was  so,  whereas  escape  might  other- 
wise have  been  impeded  or  perhaps  impossible.  I  saw 
the  moth  emerge  from  the  exact  spot  thus  prepared 
through  the  weakened  texture. 

As  regards  my  visual  evidence  'of  the  pupa  case  of 
the  same  moth  at  stripping  being  "  white  " — if  Mr. 
Simms  will  refer  to  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wood's  "  Common 
Objects  of  the  Country"  (1858  ed.,  Routledge  &  Co., 
p.  78)  he  will  find  that  I  am  not  alone ;  in  this  I  could 
even  dispute  Linnaeus  without  misgivings. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  not  draw  the  line  between 
fluids  and  fat  in  a  caterpillar's  body  as  food  for  the 
ichneumon  grub — this  is  a  study  fit  only  for  the  gods. 
Of  the  two,  I  would  rather  say  (or  guess)  fluids  than 
fat,  as  the  latter  would  cause  more  shrinkage  in  the 
substance  of  the  dying  larva,  and  this  I  have  not 
noticed.  The  vitals  not  being  greatly  impaired  I 
think  we  are  all  agreed  upon.  I  commend  these 
reasonings  to  my  very  fair  critic,  and  my  apologies  to 
you,  dear  sir,  for  lengthy  space. — Faithfully  yours, 

F.  S.  Perkin. 

FISHING  IN  CANADA. 
Sir, — "  Enquirer,"  even  if  he  crosses  the  Rockies, 
need  not  lumber  himself  with  more  than  one  rod,  or 
that  over  14ft.,  but  it  should  be  stoutish  ;  this  should 
be  at  its  greatest  length  when  put  together  for  small 
fish  and  a  trout  line  is  used ;  with  a  shorter  top  and  a 
very  heavy  tapering  line  it  will  do  for  any  heavy  fish 
he  may  come  across,  whether  in  the  west  or  east  of  the 
Dominion.  Two  long  spare  tops  and  two  shorter 
ought,  with  luck,  to  see  him  through  the  summer. 
For  general  convenience,  and  when  riding  through 
woods,  etc.,  a  rod  in  four  joints  is  much  the  best,  and 
split  cane  stands  canoe  work  better  than  wood.  If  he 
finds  himself  without  spoons — the  best  artificial  bait — ■ 
and  such-like  gear,  and  fish  won't  move  well,  he  may 
cut  a  strip  of  skin  from  a  trout's  belly  and  hook  it  on 
to  his  flies  and  cast  again.  Squitos,  etc.,  worry  one  to 
nearly  madness  :  loose  jean  (not  duck  or  drill)  trousers 
and  a  smock  of  same,  with  only  a  hole  for  the  head  and 
closed  at  wrists  like  waterproofs,  form  the  best  protec- 
tion I  know  of,  with  the  addition  of  a  light  scarf 
around  the  neck.  No  squito  stuff  I  used  during  several 
"  seasons  "  spent  in  different  parts  of  Canada  was  of 
much  use  to  rub  on  the  hands,  etc.,  but  I  fancy  a 
choice  mixture  of  birdlime,  glycerine,  carbolic,  and 
creosote  would  x^ossibly  stick  on,  despite  sweat,  and  it 
is  for  all  practical  purposes  "hot  as  India"  some 
days.  I  never  used  this  mixture,  but,  if  it  did  not 
raise  blisters  when  in  the  sun,  would  not  hesitate  to 
give  it  a  trial.  Grubs  from  under  bark  of  dead  trees 
are  a  deadly  bait,  and  any  old  squaw  can  get  them.  I 
have  seen  the  sea-serpent  of  the  East,  yet  I  doubt  if 
the  "  many  fish  which  provide  good  sport  (or  none  at 
all)  that  we  over  here  do  not  hear  or  read  anything 
about "  have  ever  put  their  heads  above  water. — ■ 
Yours  faithfully,  "  Snow  Trout." 


FRESH-MINCED  SEA  FISH  AS  FOOD 
FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — You  were  good  enough  to  publish  in 
March  of  last  year  some  notes  of  mine  concerning  the 
use  of  fresh-minced  sea  fish  as  food  for  trout  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  old  accustomed  horseflesh.  Similar  notes 
of  mine  appeared  at  the  time  in  the  German  fishing 
papers,  and  I  thought  it  might  be  interesting  to  you  to 
see  from  the  enclosed  cutting  (based  on  the  official 
railway  statistics  just  issued)  how  largely  my  recom- 
mendations have  been  followed  over  here. 

No  less  than  278,830  kilo,  (about  250  tons  net)  of 
fresh  sea  fish  were  worked  up  at  our  main  fishing  jjort 
(Geestemunde)  between  Feb.  1  and  Dec.  31,  1900,  and 
all  this  for  the  benefit  of  our  old  friend  the  trout. 

I  have  lately  had  a  chat  with  the  manager  of  the 
principal  firm  working  up  this  fresh  fish  for  fish  food, 
and  he  tells  me  that  this  fresh  fish  (haddocks  mostly) 
is  apparently  quite  driving  out  the  old  horseflesh. 
We  found  that  the  chopper  left  some  of  the  fishbones 
not  sufficiently  broken  up  in  the  pulp,  and  that  some 
of  the  younger  trout  (yearlings  and  two-year-olds)  died 
in  consequence  of  these  very  hard  bones  piercing  their 
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intestines.  Since  then  all  the  fish  is  being  filleted  at 
port,  heads  and  hard  bones  being  set  apart,  and  only 
the  softer  parts  worked  up  for  trout  food. 

The  bones,  heads,  and  also  the  fatty  and  tough- 
skinned  fish  (like  plaice  and  gurnets)  are  similarly 
crushed,  and  go  very  largely  for  pig  food  to  the  big 
creameries  where  they  give  the  skimmed  milk  to  pigs. 

I  am  told  that  there  also  the  bone-making  properties 
of  fresh  sea  fish  are  highly  appreciated.— Yours  very 
ti'uly.  S.  Jaffk. 


GOOD  SPRING  SALMON  FISHING  IN 
IRELAND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  ask, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  some 
information  of  good  spring  salmon  fishing  in  Ireland, 
river  or  lake,  with  hotel  convenient  to  the  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  Constant  Reader. 


RESPONDING,  AND  NOTES. 

Sir,— On  behalf  of  Mrs.  M.  and  self  I  have  gratefully 
to  acknowledge  the  editorial  and  Mr.  Douglas's  very 
kind  good  wishes  and  felicitations  on  our  recent  first 
cast  on  hitherto  untried  waters.  Mrs.  M.  says  this 
is  a  pegged-down  match  till  sunset,  in  which  all 
fish  must  be  kept,  however  much  one  might  wish  to 
return  some  of  the  less  desirable  ones,  and  forget  they 
were  ever  landed  ;  from  which  I  conclude  that  she 
has  at  least  some  glimmerings  of  the  grave  responsi- 
bilities and  possibilities  of  the  situation.  Considering, 
too,  her  limited  opportunities,  she  throws  a  fly,  I  must 
say,  imcommonly  well.    And  so,  once  more,  thanks  I 

I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  coming  across  some 
instructions  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  ago  as 
to  the  taking  a  cast  of  a  fish.  My  impression  at"  this 
distance  of  time  is  that  the  method  required  no  little 
patience  and  care,  and  was  not  absolutely  inexpensive 
either.  But  it  seemed  to  be  a  very  complete  success  if 
faithfully  followed. 

A  soft  flat  bed  was  made  for  the' fish;  a  sufficient 
"  blanket  "  of  the  same  size  and  consistence  as  the  bed 
■was  also  prepared  from  the  same  substance ;  the  fish 
was  then  laid  gently  down,  the  blanket  pressed  on  him 
till  he  was  hermetically  tucked  in ;  then,  when  all 
had  sufficiently  hardened,  a  knife  was  forced  in  between 
bed  and  blanket,  and  the  latter  carefully  turned  over, 
and  the  fish  taken  out  of  his  "form"  and  put  away.' 
We  thus  had  a  perfect  mould  of  him  taken.  But  now, 
whether  you  heaped  up  the  depression  in  the  bed  with 
pasty  stuff  and  crushed  down  the  blanket  on  it,  or  put 
the  blanket  on  first  and  poured  some  fluid  into  the 
mould  through  a  cunningly  prepared  hole,  as  we  used 
to  cast  lead  bullets  in  smooth-bore  days,  I  know  not. 
Neither  do  I  know  what  the  bed  and  blanket  were 
made  of,  nor  what  oil  you  put  on  the  fish  to  keep  him 
from  sticking,  nor  yet  how  you  prevented  the  bed  and 
blanket  from  adhering  so  that  no  knife  could  be 
introduced  between  them,  but  all  these  things  are 
easily  within  the  resources  of  scientific  ingenuity,  I 
have  no  doubt,  though  I  know  nothing  of  science 
myself,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  and  possess  not  one  atom  of 
ingenuity. 

I  said  something  lately  about  salmon  roe  not  being 
unknown  as  a  lure  for  fish  in  the  south  of  Scotland^ 
and  the  usual  consequences  have  followed.  I  don't 
complain;  far  from  it.  I  have  been  standing — or 
kneeling,  perhaps,  expresses  it  better— bareheaded 
these  ten  years  or  so,  since  I  first  learned  to  know 
something  about  them  and  their  country,  doing 
homage  to  Scotsmen,  so  that  Mr.  Murray's  letter  is, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  what  the  schoolmen  call  a 
work  of  supererogation.  I  cannot  admire  and  reverence 
Scots  and  Scotland  more  than  I  do.  I  know  so  well 
that  no  one  dare  to  say  that  a  Scot  ever  used  salmon 
roe,  or  did  anything  else  whatsoever  in  the  smallest 
degree  discreditable,  without  being  at  once  slated  and 
smitten  hip  and  thigh  by  every  Scot  within  hearing 
(and  I  bless  them  for  their  iron  loyalty  of  race  !),  that 
Mr.  Murray's  letter  is  the  merest  matter  of  course. 
And  that  is  the  only  matter  in  it.  He  may  have  fished 
Dumfries  forty  years,  or  400  for  that  matter,  without 
seeing  salmon  roe  used  as  bait,  but  I  saw  it  in  an 
angler's  basket  amongst  his  fish — he  may,  of  course, 
have  been  only  using  it  for  his  lunch— in  the  course  of 
only  a  week  or  two's  stay  there,  while  the  10s.  a  pound 
seemed  to  me  fair  enough  for  contraband  goods  which 
can  only  be  purveyed  at  some  little  risk.  But  where, 
and  oh  where,  Mr.  M.,  does  the  want  of  thrift  come  in 
in  selling  a  thing  at  10s.  a  pound  which  one  fairly 
successful  night's  poaching  in  winter  would  provide 
one  with  a  stone  of  ?  No,  no,  Mr.  M.  I  it  won't  do. 
There  is  no  "degeneracy,"  sir,  anywhere;  but  there  is 
a  trifle  of  haverin'  somewhere,  ma  conscience  I 

I  am  the  proud  possessor  of  three  split-cane  rods, 
which  I  picked  up  here  and  there  within  the  last  few 
years  as  bargains ;  and  much  I  admire  the  beauty  and 
power  of  the  splendid  weapons  of  this  type.  But 
they  seem  to  me  to  require  much  care  to  keep  them  in 
good  working  order.  A  recent  editorial  note  speaks 
about  stripped  jungle  cane  as  having  been  once  exten- 
sively used  for  the  top  of  fly  rods,  and  one  is  not 
surprised  to  learn  that  damp  soon  rendered  this 


substance  "  flabby  and  weak — like  a  sponge,  in  fact." 
Jungle  cane  with  the  bark  ofi  is,  in  fact,  a  sponge 
already.  But,  if  my  experience  of  split  cane  does  not 
mislead  me,  damp  plays  the  mischief  with  the  very 
best-made  rods  of  this  kind,  and,  if  this  is  so  it  seems 
to  me  the  fact  should  be  widely  known,  for  the  price  of 
a  good  split  cane  is  a  serious  consideration  to  many  of 
us  weaker  (financially)  brethren  ;  and  the  reputation 
of  those  admirable  rods  may  also  unfairly  suffer.  No 
rod,  it  is  true,  is  improved  by  being  left  long  in  a  damp 
place,  but  split  cane  seems  to  me  to  suffer  much  more 
by  it  than  does  solid  wood.  Excellent  as  split  cane 
undoubtedly  is,  one  is  a  little  bit  staggered,' perhaps,  at 
first  to  hear  of  a  lOJ-foot  trout  rod  of  this  kind  accaunt- 
ingfor  "lots  of  salmon  up  to  321b.,"  as  Mr.  Hardy  tells 
your  readers  one  of  these  rods  has  done.  At  the  same 
time,  the  wonder  is,  not  that  such  a  rod  should  kill  a 
big  fish,  but  that  an  angler  should  select  such  a 
weapon  for  a  season's  salmon  fishing.  One  thino'  is 
required  in  a  salmon  rod,  and  one  thing  only,  that  it 
should  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  taclile  necessary 
to  hook  and  kill  a  salmon,  and,  while  anything  more 
than  this  is  unsportsmanlike,  anything  less  seems 
somewat  childish  and  futile.  It  is  a  delightful  incident 
in  a  day's  fishing  to  kill  an  unexpected  salmon  on 
light  trout  rod  and  tackle,  but  I  question  if  it  is  sound 
sport  to  set  about  doing  it  "  on  purpose."  But,  in  any 
case,  IMr.  Hardy  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  work  of 
his  little  rod — for  I  presume  it  was  one  of  his  make. 
My  own  dealings  with  the  great  northern  firm  have 
never  run  into  rods  to  any  extent,  and  have  been  verv 
small  indeed,  but  a  high  slandard  of  excellence  was 
unmistakably  apparent  in  anything  it  did  for  me.  So 
I  am  quite  prepared  for  this  wonderful  lOi-foot  rod. 

Of  course,  in  a  sense,  Mr.  Baird,  M.P",  is  correct 
enough  in  saying,  as  he  has  recently  done,  that  the 
question  of  a  close  season  for  trout  in  Scotland  is  but 
a  trifle,  and  affects  but  a  small  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion ;  but  a  bad  habit  is  no  trifle.  When,  a  few  days 
after  Christmas  last,  my  wife  expressed  a  desire  to  try 
an  Irish  trout  for  breakfast,  if  we  could  get  one,  I  felt 
for  a  moment  as  if  tlie  sure  and  firm-set  earth  were 
giving  way  beneath  me,  until  I  remembered  she  was 
Scotch,  and  had  never  been  taught  better.  Prohibition 
often  precedes  and  creates  a  morality,  so  let  us  have 
a  close  season,  for  the  good  of  the  northern  people. 

What  a  pity  it  was  that  the  parish  of  Selborno  did 
not  have  any  fish  or  fishing  worth  the  name  in  the 
days  of  White,  for  he  was  in  many  ways  the  very  stuff 
of  which  true  anglers  are  made,  and  would  have  been, 
to  a  certainty,  a  brother  of  the  angle.  And  then  he 
might  have  given  us  a  companion  work  to  his  immortal 
classic  on  fish  and  fishing,  or  at  least  enriched  this 
with  much  "fishy"  matter,  to  the  advantage  and 
delight  of  mankind.  The  world  is  the  poorer  for  this 
misfortune,  and  we  may  all  think  sadly  of  what  miglit 
have  been,  and  sigli  over  our  loss  in  this  case.  Some 
men,  of  course,  think  we  should  neither  augle.nor  write 
about  it,  chiefest  amongst  whom  is,  perhaps,  Byron. 

"  And  angling,  too,  that  solitary  vice. 
Whatever  Izaak  Walton  sings  or  says  : 
The  quaint,  old,  cruel  coxcomb  in  his  gullet 
Should  have  a  hook,  and  a  small  trout  to  pull  it." 

So  sings  Byron  in  "Don  Juan" — and  surely  this  is 
hard  measure  for  the  gentle  Izaak,  and  from  a  Scots- 
man too.  One  wonders  what  fine  outburst  the  noble 
bard  would  give  way  to  could  he  take  a  comprehensive 
bird's-eye  view  of  Scottish  waters  in  tlie  height  of 
the  fishing  season  in  these  latter  days.  Byron,  too, 
seems  to  be  quite  in  earnest  in  this  fierce  denunciation 
of  our  pastime — a  thing,  by  the  way,  not  always  the 
case  with  him  in  his  onslaughts,  especially  in  tlie 
poem  where  this  occurs.  For,  not  satisfied  with  what 
he  "sings"  of  poor  Izaak,  he  proceeds  to  "say"  in 
merciless  prose,  after  he  completed  the  stanza :  It 
would  have  taught  him  (Walton)  humanity  at  least. 
This  sentimental  savage,  whom  it  is  the  mode  to  quote 
(amongst  the  novelists)  to  show  their  sympatliy  for 
innocent  sports  and  old  songs,  teaches  how  to  sew  up 
frogs,  and  break  their  legs  by  way  of  experiment,  in 
addition  to  the  art  of  angling — the  Icruellest,  the 
coldest,  and  the  stupidest  of  pretended!  sports.  They 
may  talk  about  the  beauties  of  nature,  but  the  angler 
merely  thinks  of  his  dish  of  fish  ;  he  has  no  leisure  to 
take  his  eyes  from  off  the  streams,  and  a  single  bite 
is  worth  to  him  more  than  all  the  scenery  around. 
Besides,  some  fish  bite  best  on  a  rainy  day.  The 
whale,  the  shark,  and  the  tunny  fish  have  something 
of  noble  and  perilous  in  them ;  even  net  fishing, 
trawling,  etc.,  are  more  humane  and  useful.  But 
angling — no  angler  can  be  a  good  man  ! 

"  One  of  the  best  men  I  ever  knew — as  humane, 
delicate-minded,  generous,  and  excellent  a  creature  as 
any  in  the  world — was  an  angler ;  true,  he  angled 
with  painted  flies,  and  would  have  been  incapable  of 
the  extravagances  of  I.  Walton." 

The  above  addition  was  made  by  a  friend  in  reading 
over  the  MS. — Audi  alteram  partem.  1  leave  it  to 
counterbalance  my  own  observation.  And  handsomely 
done  enough,  my  lord,  to  give  us  that  counterpoise  I 
Wonderful  truly,  though,  is  the  "point  of  view,"  and 
what  it  makes  men  say  and  do,  where  119  eternal 


principles  of  right  and  wrong  unerringly  and  clearly 
point  out  the  straight  and  narrow  way. "  "There  wae 
no  Idng  in  Israel  in  those  days,  and  evorv  man  did 
that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes."   "Of  course. 
What  else  could  every  man  do  ?   And,  as  wo  have  no 
"  king"  to  rule  and  order  in  the  province  of  the  ethics 
of  anghng,  we  may  all  say  and  do  as  taste  and  the 
pomt  of  view  guide  us.    So  poor  Bvron  is  welcome  to 
his  opinion  as  well  as  another.    But  I  love  the  fine 
fellow  even  in  his  vagaries,  as  here.    The  heart  was 
right.    Cruelty,  wrong,  oppression,  or  what  ho  took  to 
be  such,  set  his  blood  boiling;  but  his  intellect,  as 
Macaulay  so  well  says,  had  an  unsound  part  in  it; 
and  hence  this  anti-angling  diatribe.    By  the  way! 
one  IS  not  quite  prepared,  either,  to  find  a  man  of  the 
world  in  the  early  part  of  last  century  denouncing  a 
sport  merely  because  of  its  cruelty— a  cruelty  which 
m  our  own  days  of  S.P.C.A.  and  kindred  bodies  seems 
very  little  regarded.    And  all  this  reminds  me  that  I 
have  lately  been  reading  the  very  interesting  work  of 
another  "  quaint  old  coxcomb,"   Blakey,  a  reissue 
which  we  owe,  I  believe,  to  the  taste  and  thoughtful- 
ness  of  "  Red  Spinner,"  a  writer  and  angler  who  has 
laid  the  angling  fraternity  under  so  manv  obligations, 
and,  let  us  hope,  will  long  continue  to  do  so.    At  the 
same  time,  I  have  seen  a  few  things  between  the  covers 
of  this  very  excellent  book  at  which  I  certainly  feel 
inclined  to  "  rise."    But  as  this  letter  is  unconscion- 
ably long  already,  I  have  only  room  for  one  small 
matter  on  this  occasion.    Blakev  having  spoken  very 
handsoinely  of  the  way  the  French  and  other  Con- 
tinental folk  pursue  the  gentle  art,  we  are  reminded 
that  now  at  least  "pot-hunting  is  more  in  evidence  on 
the  Continent  than  devotion  to  the  canons  of  hi^h- 
class  angling."  Very  well,  so  be  it.   I  am  not  prepared 
to  swear  on  oath  I  know  exactly  what  "  pot-hunting" 
is,  nor  "high-class  angling  canons,"  and  as  to  what  they 
actually  do  on  the  Continent  when  after  fish  I  know 
nothing.    But  I  am  prepared  to  swear  that  for  every 
one  act  of  conscious  and  deliberate  angling  misdoing 
to  be  witnessed  in  Prance  these  happy  islands  present 
ten.    Also,  that  wliere  there  is  no  "law  there  is  no 
transgression,  and  if  the  Continental  "poacher  "and 
"  pot-hunter  "  is  not  deliberately  violating  canons  laid 
down,  not  by  us,  Imt  by  the  consensus  of  the  best 
Continental  sportsmen,  or  by  legal  enactment,  he  is 
doing  no  wrong,  no  matter  how  he  fishes.   Once  more  : 
"  The  brethren  of  tlie  Continent  have  their  own  ways, 
which  are  not  exactly  those  of  the  English  Waltonian! 
The  latter,  for  example,  is  accustomed  to  put  the  fish 
which  he  captures  into  his  own  basket  and  dispose  of 
them  as  he  likes  ;  therefore,  he  never  takes  kindly  to 
the  Continental  custom  of  gi\'ing  uji  )jis  fisli.  .  .  ." 
Now  if  till,-  cuil        re;  ' 
hunter — tlir  iiuin  wlin  i> 
long  as  lie  is  allowol  tl 
or  tlic  joker  who  Nutcs  it, 
is  not  allowed  t'j  tiUvo 
Bezonian,  speak  or  die  ! 


_'.\ists,  \\hicli  is  the  pot- 
i-i'iitcnt  to  give  up  his  fish  so 
('  |iloasure  of  catching  tliera, 
"  11  't  good  enough  "  when  he 
home  what  he  has  killed? 
But  is  tlie  thing  really  true? 
I  am  Hot  an  English  Waltonian,  never  fished  in 
England,  never  want  to,  but  if  I  can  believe  half  of 
wliat  I  have  from  time  to  time  vead  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  giving  up  of  one's  fish  to  owners  is  a 
conditi-jn  insisteil  and  acted  upon  in  hundreds  of 
instances  in  Kii^ImikI.  Tii  Ireland,  on  tlie  ICrne,  any- 
thing over  twu  s:iliM'.ii  \\i-c!,:ly  has  to  be  given  up  or 
paid  for,  on  the  iloy  no  lish 'may  be  kept,  at  (hilway 
only  a  third.  Tliese  are  the  only"lri,-!i  sa,liir.n  wati.-i's 
I  know  much  personally  about,  hut  I  siqipose  they 
do  not  stand  quite  alone  in  thoinattia-  un.li  r  i- insidera- 
tion.  No  returning,  indeed  !  iNly  own  opinion,  sir,  is 
tliat  we  have  here  simply  a  little  morsel  of  laughino' 
Jingoism.  It  may  lie  good  Inioerialisiu,  but  it  is  but 
indifferent  "fisliing." 

I  see,  according  to  "  Heatherbell,"  that  two  male- 
factors on  the  Border  have  been  fined  for  poaching 
spawning  salmon.  I  don't  believe  these  fellows  meant 
to  eat  or  sell  their  fish.  It  was  salmon  roe  they  were 
after.  It  pays  better.  What  price  pot-hunting  iiow  in 
these  brave  and  free  islands,  ye  throwers  of  stones  that 
dwell  in  glass  houses  ?  Mon,\. 

P.S. — I  am  never  satisfied  if  I  have  not  the  last  word. 
Goldsmith,  in  one  of  his  delightful  "  Citizen  of  the 
World  "  papers,  gives  some  fictitious  extraets  from  the 
newspapers  of  various  European  countries,  in  .ader  to 
illustrate  national  foibles.  To  show  "  the  national 
partiality  of  Scotland,"  he  writes  as  follows:  "Edin- 
burgh.— We  are  positive  when  we  say  that  Sanders 
M'Gregor,  who  was  lately  executed  for  horse-stealing 
(query,  for  using  salmon  roe),  is  not  a  Scotsman,  but 
born  in  Carrickfergus.    Farewell  I  " 


HOILOWAYS  PILhS  A  XI)  ol  NTJFICNT.  The  most  eRVftiial 
Cure  tur  Gout  ami  i;liriiiii,itisiii.  A  fieiiiient  cause  of  tlusr  is 
the  infianimatiiiy  st.ui of  tlie  lilooil,  atteudeil  witli  liad  di^'estieu, 
lassitude,  and  fjreat  del)ility,  slmwiim'  the  want  of  ii  ]Miii>ia' 
eio  iilalioii  of  the  fluid,  and  that  iiiiimrity  of  the  blood  vi'eatly 
a,i.'i;i :n a tc  s  these  disorders.  Ilulloway  s  T'ills  are  of  so  jiiii  ifyiiii; 
a  nature  that  a  lew  doses  taken  in  time  arc  an  elteclual 
preveiitlvf  against  L;ont  and  rhenniatisiii,  Init  any  (Uie  wliu  has 
an  attack  of  either  sliiriild  n.se  Jlolloway  s  ointiueiit  also,  whieh 
must  he  tlKjniUKhly  ruhlied  nito  the  parts  allfotedat  least  t«ii  e 
a  day,  after  they  liave  heen  sutficieiitly  fomented  witli  waiui 
water  to  open  the  pores. 
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NOTICES. 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade 
the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Fridays 
at  two  o'clock  (instead  of  five  as  heretofore).  To 
ensure  insertion,  copy  viust  arrive  at  St.  Dunstan's 
House  not  later  than  first  post  on  Thursdays. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than 
two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adver- 
tisement Manager." 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinceii. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Bepartment,  Fishin" 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  MAilSTON,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINO  GAZETTE  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    jOj 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto  ...  "'  55'  id 
Tluee  Months     ditto  ditto    2s  8d 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription! 

including  postage       ...     '   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

Page  ^7   7  0 

Half  Page ...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   ...      ,  '.     2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    ,..  150 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols  to 
page). 

Tlie  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaoer,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

iNGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  9th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY   THE  EDITOR. 


I  HAVE  received  from  Messrs.  Longmans  a  copy 
)f  a  very  handsome  and  interesting  work  which  they 
rablish  thisweeek,  "  The  Wildfowler  in  Scotland/' 
)y  John  Guille  MiUais,  F.Z.S.,  author  of  "  A  Breath 
rem  the  Veldt,"  etc.  The  frontispiece  is  an  etching 
)y  the  late  Sir  J.  E.  MiUais,  Bart.,  entitled  "  The 
Vlornmg  Flight,"  and,  in  addition,  there  are  eight 
Derfeet  photogravure  plates,  two  coloured  plates, 
md  hfty  other  illustrations,  chiefly  from  drawings 
jy  the  author.  I  gather  from  the  "  Introduction  ' ' 
;nat  tins,  although  quite  complete  in  itself,  is  the 
irst  of  a  series  of  volumes  on  the  subject.  Not 
everybody,  of  course,  is  interested  in  wildfowl  and 
nndfowl  shooting,  but  those  who  are  are  generally 
^nthusiasts  of  the  deepest  dye,  and  in  turning  over 
*lr.  Millais  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  some 
"^t"  T  I'  ^f^}'  ''^'^  "^"^i^g  liad  lived  to 
TdrT   a'        '         ^^'^        tlie  "  constitution 

,oIf  f''°'^''°^'^"P^°°^'^"^"  ^l^icli  the  wildfowler 
'ugnt  to  possess. 

One  day,  when  shooting  on  the  Moray  Firth,  Mr 

ear^CnS  ^""^  ^"^^^  '^''^^i^g  °^  shore 
enLl  i  f      f  P^-^^^^^-    "  Under  the 

3  ^  '°iP'       told  me  some 

s  nfntlf  ^^^^  ^lien  ducks  were 

s  plentiful  as  sparrows  and  as  easy  to  get.  On 

i^ht  on'^fl^^^r"  -^^^l^  ^^^^  obtained  at 

light  on  the  'Longmon'  ranges  (the  flats  near 


Inverness),  his  reply  was  both  amusmg  and 
characteristic — 

"  '  Weel,'  he  said,  '  if  it's  ta  twilight  shootin'  ye 
mean,  ye'U  whiles  hear  a  bit  shottie,  but  when  the 
naune  gets  up  she'll  be  like  ta  battle  o'  Waterloo 
a'  nicht.' " 

This  is  a  speciman  of  Mr.  Millais's  racy  stories, 
and  a  good  one  too.  With  it  he  gives  a  capital 
picture  of  shooting  by  moonlight,  showing  liow 
duck  appear  when  backed  by  shadow  or  bright 
cloud.  I  shall  refer  to  this  fine  book  again,  and  in 
the  meantime  heartily  recommend  it  to  the  notice 
of  all  sportsmen. 

The  Ship  Fish. 
I  am  sure  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
interested  in  the  picture  of  the  "  ship  fish."    I  saw 


SHIP  FISH. 
Caught  in  1899  at  Miami,  Bay  Biscayne,  Florida 
Length,  6ft.  llin. 

it  first  in  Forest  and  Stream,  and  asked  the  editor 
to  lend  it  to  me.    He  writes  as  follows 

Dear  Sir,— We  are  sending  you  the  cut  of  the 
ship  fish,  caught  in  1899,  which  appeared  in  Forest  and 
Stream.  I  picked  the  photograph  up  at  Miami, 
Florida,  last  spring.  The  fish  was  taken  in  Biscayne 
Bay,  and  was  considered  quite  a  rare  specimen  — 
Yours  very  truly,  "  C.  B.  Reynolds." 

Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  very  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
note  about  the  fish,  the  back  fin  of  which  reminds  me 
of  the  old  da^  s  when  we  amatem-  photographers 
used  a  dark  tent  for  developing  in  : — 

"Sail  Fish,"  "Spike  Fish"  (Histiajjhorus 
nigricans). 

"Jordan  &  Evermaun,  'Fish.  N.  America,' 
p.  891  (1896),  describe  it  as  'rather  common  about 


the  I  lorida  J^eys.'  It  is  found  all  over  the  wanner 
parts  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  original  specimen, 
from  which  the  species  was  described  by  Lacepede, 
was  obtained  at  La  Eochelle,  France.  It  is  not  on 
the  British  list,  which  includes,  however,  its  near 
aUy  the  sword  fish  (Xiphias  gladius),  in  which  the 
ventral  fins  are  absent." 


"  Trout  Jump  at  Flies." 
[I  find  this  note  in  Forest  and  Stream.~ED.] 
Chicago,  HI.,  -Tan.  8.— In  answer  to  Mr.  R.  B 
Marston,  in  London  Fishing  Gazette,  let  me  relate  : 
In  fishing  a  trout  stream  in  northern  Michigan  I 
was  using  a  cast  of  a  Parmachenee  belle  and  a 
brown  hackle.  I  was  wadmg  down  stream,  and  I 
came  to  a  place  where  a  tree  had  fallen  into  the 
stream,  and  after  several  casts  I  noticed  some 
small  trout  followmg  my  flies.  I  cast  again,  and 
while  my  flies  were  five  or  six  inches  from  the  water 
a  small  trout  four  or  five  inches  long  jumped  clear 
out  of  the  water,  grabbed  my  Parmachenee  belle,  and 
immediately  dove  with  it  in  its  mouth.  I  believe 
the  same  trout  did  the  same  thing  several  times 
while  I  was  fishing  there.  These  were  brook  trout, 
and  they  were  not  jumping  except  when  they 
jumped  at  my  flies.  They  were  so  small  that  I  did 
not  take  any  from  that  place.  I  have  fished  in  that 
same  stream  every  summer  for  five  years,  and  this 
was  my  only  experience  of  this  kmd.— The  Fly. 

[What  I  described  was  what  appeared  to  me  to 
be  rambow  trout  jumping  out  of  the  water  and 
takmg  a  dry  fly  oft'  the  surface  as  thev  came  do\ra 
again.  I  have  often  seen  trout  jump  out  of  the 
water  at  flies  hovering  over  it.l 


"  From  the  Front." 
Mr.  Reuben  Heaton,  the  salmon  and  trout  reel 
maker  of  Binningham,  sends  me  a  letter  he  has 
received  from  one  of  his  reel  makers  who  is  with 
the  British  Army  in  South  Africa.  He  writes 
from  Bethuhe  Camp,  on  the  Orange  River.  His 
only  grmnble  is  that  he  has  to  sleep  in  his  boots 
and  trousers  every  night,  and  has  the  following 
note  about  the  fishing  in  the  Orange  River :  "We 
get  a  swim  every  day  in  the  Orange  River,  and  if  I 
had  known  before  I  should  have  sent  for  some 
hooks,  as  there  are  a  lot  of  big  fish  in  the  river. 
Our  chaps  go  down  and  fish  and  catch  some  very 
large  ones."  I  believe  a  kind  of  barbel  is  the  most 
common  fish  in  the  Orange,  and  should  lUie  to  see 
Tommy  Atkms  get  hold  of  a  seven  or  eight  pounder. 

A  Few  Notes  on  Flies  for  the  E.\rly  Months 
ON  Devon  and  Somerset  Waters. 
An  old  friend  sends  me  the  following  notes  about 
early  flies  for  North  Devon  streams  :— 
February  and  March. 
Hackle  Blue,  imiversally  used  by  aU  the  local 
fishermen ;  dark  hackle  for  cold  days,  lighter  for 
fine,  bright  days. 

Blue  Dun.— This  fly  is  di-essed  in  many  different 

ways,  but  that  in  general  use  is  

5o%.— Hare's  flax  spun  on  yellow  silk ;  some  of 
the  longest  part  of  the  dubbing  is  left  out  to  fonn 
egs.    A  lighter  body  can  be  made  by  adding  a 
little  yellow  mohair. 
Wings :  Starling  wmg. 
Tail :  Two  small  M-hiskers  of  a  rabbit. 
Hare's  Flax.— A  variety  of  the  Blue  Dun  ;  blue 
hackle  ;  no  wmg.    Made  also  with  gold  t^nst  on 
the  body. 

Both  these  flies  take  best  on  cold,  windv  da\s 
March  Brown.— Best  on  cold  dax  s.  There*  is  a 
smaUer  March  Brown:  body  ribbed  with  ^oU 
t^N  ist ;  no  wings  ;  partridge  hackle.  This  fly  takes 
well  all  through  the  year,  even  when  the  water  is 
low  and  fine. 
Sih  er  Twist  Blue.— Cold  daj  s  and  coloured  ^^•aters. 
Axwil  and  Mag. 

Later  on,  in  addition  to  the  above  

Red  Upright.— A  good  general  fl\-,  on  fine,  warm 
days. 

Yellow  Dun. — Warm  days. 

Iron  Blue  Dun.— Chiefly  on  cold  days. 

May. 

Alder. — Quiet  days. 

Black  Gnat.— Cold,  wet  days. 

Sand  Fly,— 

The  Blue,  Red,  and  Gre\-  Uprights  are  all 
excellent  standard  flies. 

The  Grey  Upright  is  the  same  as  the  Batl<^er, 
sometimes  called  the  "  Patent  KiUer." 

These  are  all  that  are  really  necessan-  until  the 
end  of  May. 
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Here  is  the  best  dog  and  fish  story  I  have  seen 
lately.  If  true,  it  is  pathetic  enough.  Two  fisher- 
men of  Condobolin,  New  South  Wales,  had  a 
particularly  anxious  moment  or  two  the  other  day 
(says  a  story  in  a  London  paper) ,  when  trying  to 
catch  fish  in  the  Lachlan  River.  They  charged  a 
bottle  with  a  supply  of  dynamite,  then  corked  it, 
Hud  inserted  a  fuse  through  the  cork,  and,  applying 
a  match,  threw  the  live  explosive  into  the  likely 
looking  hole  selected  for  their  great  haul.  A  dog 
trained  to  retrieve  instantly  sprang  into  the  water 
after  it,  and  was  soon  swimming  back,  with  tlie 
bottle  gripped  betwixt  his  teeth,  towards  his 
masters.  They  shouted  and  stormed  at  him,  but 
the  faithful  animal  reached  the  brink,  and  they 
ded  for  their  lives,  of  course  with  the  dog,  the 
fatal  bottle  still  in  his  teeth,  after  them.  Then 
followed  the  di-eadful  catastrophe.  There  was  a 
terrific  explosion ;  and  when  the  two  dazed  fisher- 
men had  assured  themselves  that  they  were  still 
alive,  they  looked  for  their  dog.  The  poor  brute 
had  literally  been  blown  into  atoms. 

A  new  star  of  considerable  magnitude  lias 
appeared  in  that  part  of  the  literarN-  firmament 
sacred  to  "  Pisces."  and  lias  excited  much  interest  in 
America,  where  alone  it  is  v  isible  at  present.  This 
is  nothing  to  the  excitement  which  will  be  caused 
in  this  country  when  it  is  known  that  the  Americans 
have  produced  the  finest  "  Bibliography"  of  '"  The 
Complete  Angler  "  ever  published,  and  that  it  is 
'■  out  of  print,"  or  nearly  so,  before  it  is  even  visible 
above  our  horizon. 

"  The  De  Vinne  Press  certifies  that  in  the 
month  of  September  1900  there  were  printed 
one  hundred  and  twenty  copies  of  '  A  Biblio- 
graphy '  of  '  The  Complete  Angler '  ;  one 
hundred  and  two  on  Van  Gelder  hand-made 
paper,  and  eighteen  on  Imperial  Japanese 
paper." 

The  ordinary  edition  is  woi-th  about  i:25  a  copy 
already,  and  the  other  double  the  price  it  was 
published  at,  or  some  £6  or  £1  now. 

The  work  is  a  small  quarto  of  about  200  pages, 
and  in  addition  to  "  a  chronologically  arranged  list 
of  the  several  editions  and  reprints,  from  MDCLIII. 
to  MCM.,"  it  is  illustrated  by  eighty-six  photo- 
engraved    reproductions    of    title-pages    of  the 
'>  Angler,"  and  an  excellent  copperplate  portrait  of 
Walton.    In  his  preface  Mr.  Arnold  Wood  says  :— 
"  The    author's   original   purpose    in  the 
preparation  of  this  book  was  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  to  a  collector  of  angling  literature  of 
recording  the  results  of  his  investigations  re- 
garding the  history  of  '  Tlie  Complete  Angler.' 
Recognising   the  "possible   usefulness  of  the 
work  as  a  handbook  for  reference  in  identifying 
the  various  issues  of  that  book,  he  has  supple- 
mented the  chronological  arrangement  by  the 
addition  of  an  index  of  imprints,  which  he 
trusts  will  give  the  whole  a  further  practical 
value  to  all  admirers  of  Walton's  charming 
pastoral.    The  title-pages  which  illustrate  this 
l)Ook  are  in  every  case  photo-engraved  from 
the  actual  examples  represented." 
This    admirably  got-up  work  is  published  by 
Messrs.    Chas.    Scribner's    Sons,    of   New  York. 
Mr.  Wood,  a  member  of  the  publishing  house  of 
William  Wood  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  is  an  enthusi- 
astic collector,  and  I  believe  the  whole  of  the 
title-pages  have  been  reproduced  from  his  almost 
unique  collection  of  editions  of  Walton.    He  has 
done  his  work  admirably-,  and  there  can  be  no 
([uestion  as  to  its  value  for  collectors.    The  only 
(jmission  I  have  noticed  in  the  list  of  editions  is 
that  of  tlie  first  issue  of  Pickering's  noble  reprint, 
edited  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  and  first  published 
romplete  m  two  vols,  in  1836.    This  edition  is  the 
first  given  by  Mr.  Wood,  but  according  to  the 
Bihliothera  PiHcat«ria  a  good  deal  of  the  work  had 
previously  been  published  in  parts,  with  Stothard's 
engraved'title-page.    Perhaps  Messrs.  Pickering  & 
Chatto  can  throw  some  light  on  tliis  part  issue, 
and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  they  will  do  so. 

Threatened  Extermination  of  Alaska  Salmon. 
Fish  Culture  to  the  Rescue. 

"  The  verdict  of  a  specal  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, wh&-  spefit  much  time  last  summer  investi- 
gating the  salmon  industry  of  Puget  Sound  and 
Alaska,  is  that  unless  prompt  measures  are  taken 
to  stock  the  Pacific  coast  waters  of  the  north- 
west and  of  Alaska,  a  few  short  years  will 
destroy  the  industry  on  Puget  Sound,  and 
soon  after  the  salmon  will  be  practically  exter- 


minated in  Alaska.  Mr.  Hutchin,  the  agent,  is 
accredited  with  recommending  that  the  Govern- 
ment establish  in  Alaska  hatcheries  capable  of 
turning  out  at  least  21,000,000  of  salmon  fry 
annually.  That  the  State  hatcheries  of  Washington 
are  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  supply  in  Puget 
Sound,  and  through  the  shortness  of  the  close 
season  in  that  State  millions  of  eggs  and  young 
salmon  are  destroyed  each  year.  While  the 
Alaskan  waters  are  the  greatest  salmon  waters  in 
■the  world,  he  says  the  waste  there  is  greater  than 
in  Washington,  and  the  prospects,  at  present,  are 
for  the  extermination  of  one  of  tlie  world's  most 
valuable  food  fishes.  If  this  report  is  authenti- 
cated, as  no  doubt  it  will  be  or  has  been,  early 
steps  should  be  taken  to  restock  the  waters,  but 
especially  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  spawn  and 
young  fishes." — American  Field. 

Trout  on  Tap. 
Here  is  a  fish  story  worth  framing  : — 
"  In  the  days  when  the  only  means  of  rapid 
communication  with  Eastport,  Me.,  was  by  steam- 
boat for  Portland  and  St.  .Tohn,  N.B.,  Bert  Bean,  a 
commercial  traveller  from  Boston,  paid  a  visit  to 
Campobello  Island,  wliieli  belongs  to  New  Bruns- 
wick, though  only  a   short   distance   down  the 
harbour.    Bean  had  a  little  money,  and,  liking  the 
island,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  top  of  the  hill. 
His  purchase  contained  about  100  acres,  in  the 
middle  of  whicli  was  a  small  pond  in  a  hollow 
about  200  feet  above  tide-water,  whicli  washed  the 
shore  less  than  seventy-five  rods  away.    As  the 
pond  was  fed  by  spruigs,  Bean  liad  it  stocked  with 
trout,  which  were  caught  in  brooks  on  the  mainland 
and  brought  o\ev  in  pails.    Then  he  went  away  for 
four  years.    On  liis  return  the  pond  was  swarming 
with  "fine  trout.    Though  the  place  had  been  fislied 
by  expert  anglers,  they  had  never  met  with  any 
luck,  because  there  were  so  many  caddis  worms 
and  other  insects  in  tlie  water  that  the  fish  had  no 
need  for  taking  the  hook.    Bean  consulted  a  lawyer, 
and  found  that,  as  his  pond  contained  less  than  ten 
acres,  it  was  his  to  hold  and  protect  against  all 
comers.    He  waited  a  few  years  longer,  and  sent 
down  a  crew  of  men,  who  bored  a  hole  from  the 
shore  through  the  bank  facing  the  ocean,  inserting 
a  water  main  in  the  opening.    When  he  had  put  a 
turn  tap  in  the  pipe  so  far  inside  tlie  hill  that  it 
would  not  freeze  in  win'ter,  he  was  ready  to  supply 
fish  to  order.    Orders  were  taken  in  Boston  and 
other  large  places  for  as  many  trout  as  he  could 
furnish.    Then  Bean  came  to  Campobello,  turned 
the  stop-cock,  drew  off  the  water,  and  picked  up  his 
fish  as  easily  as  he  could  kindlings.    He  always  left 
enough  to  'stock  the  pond  with  young  fry,  after 
which  he  closed  the  faucet  and  allowed  the  springs 
to  fill  the  jiond  for  the  growing  of  more  trout."— 
Cleveland  Plain  Dealer.  Pv.  B.  Marston. 


TILL  COCKCKOW. 


No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  by 
any  means  whatever  in  that  part  of  the  river  Thames 
as  lies  above  the  City  Stone  at  Staines,  nor  from  any 
vessel  in  that  part  of  the  river  Thames  as  lies  between 
the  City  Stone  and  London  Bridge,  any  fish  between 
the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset  and  the 
last  hour  before  sunrise.— Thames  Bye-law. 

All  through  the  summer  night  I  have  lain  upon 
the  river  bank  supine  and  watched  the  twinkling 
caravan  of  heaven  go  by.  Dusk  coming  on  me 
unawares  had  caught  me,  weary  with  the  long 
week's  work  and  the  long  and  heavy-laden  tramp 
from  the  station,  patiently  plying  the  Lea  roacher's 
magic  wand.  Sundown  and  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Act  shut  down  upon  me  and  imposed 
cessation  from  my  sport  until  an  hour  before 
sunrise.  And  so,  unshipping  my  pole  and  placing 
it  where  no  belated  passer  should  tread  upon  it,  I 
composed  myself  to  wait  till  the  uplifting  of  the 
hand  of  night  should  leave  me  free  to  weave  once 
more  about  me  the  interrupted  spells  by  whicli 
Angling  (last  and  most  magical  of  all  the  Muses) 
had  made  me  all  her  own. 

One  by  one,  at  increasing  intervals,  the  pleasure- 
laden  skiffs  dropped  down  the  stream  on  their 
homeward  journey.  From  the  encampment  down 
below  on  the  island  came  the  tinkle  of  a  banjo, 
answered  now  and  again  by  a  brother  banjo  from 
some  passing  boat.  One  by  one  the  lights  went' 
out,  the  last  chorus  rang  from  the  throats  of  the 
belated  revellers  of  the  encampment,  till  at  last  all 
I  could  hear  was  the  far-off  roar  of  tlie  lasher,  the 


rhythmical  rippling  pulsations  of  the  current,  the 

shiver   of  aspens,  and   the  impassioned  broken 

rapture  of  the  nightingale.    Now  and  again  the 

plash  of  prowling  rat  moved  the  clamorous  wrath 

of  the  sedge-warbler  on  her  nest  among  the  meadow 

sweet ;  now  and  again  the  surface  would  be  broken 

by  the  plunge  of  some  slashing  chub  as  he  pouched 

his  prey,  or  the  savage  wallop  of  some  pike  or  trout 

driving  before  him  the  priming  hordes  of  dace  or  « 

bleak.    The  heavy  droning  of  the  cockchafer  had  f 

ceased  to  hum.    The  first  evening  flight  of  moths 

and  sedge-flies  came  with  the  dusk — I  saw  them 

hanging  heavy  on  the  flowers  and  grasses,  I  felt 

them  clambering  freely  on  my  face  and  neck — and 

went  with  the  rising  of  the  moon.    Gone  also  witli  n 

the  moths  were  the  flickering  bat,  the  shadows, 

form  of  the  nightjar.    The  white  owl  ceased  to 

quarter  the  meadows  with   ghostlike  stealth  ol  | 

wing.  ' 

And  then  the  moon — a  silver  sickle  among  the  | 

herbage  of  the  stars — and  there  was  peace,  peace  i 

for  a  while,  till  the  rising  breath  of  the  west  wind 

shrouded  the  sky  in  cloud.    The  dusky  droves  of 

moths  came  and  went  in  successive  flights.  Tn-l 

numerable  insect  forms  rose  from  the  river,  lived* 

tlieir  brief  span,  died,  and  were  hurried  away  on 

the  unresting  surface.    And  so  the  night  wore,  on  to 

its  blackest. 

*  *  *  *  *  ■ 

At  length  there  came  a  stir  of  waking  birds. 
From  the  farmyard  under  the  hill  came  chanti- 
cleer's secular  challenge  to  St.  Peter,  taken  up 
again  and  again  from  all  the  farms  around.  Some- 
thing smote  softly  on  the  purple  curtains  of  th( 

dark,  and  then  .    And  then  dove-breasted  dawr 

came  gleaming  over  the  hills,  with  soft  spread  o- 
silver  wings  and  her  feathers  like  gold.  X. 


THE  LATE  MAJOR  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE 

With  the  death  of  Major  John  P.  Traheme  ha- 
passed  away  one  of  the  best  of  salmon  anglers  am 
most  genial  of  men.  He  was  looking  fonyard  t( 
some  spring  salmon  fishmg  on  his  water  at  Killaloe 
when  he  was  struck  down  by  paralysis,  and  die( 
last  Monday  week.  As  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  o 
Killaloe,  says,  his  death  has  cast  quite  a  glooii 
over  Killaloe  and  Shannon  salmon  anglers,  fo 
during  the  many  years  he  had  visited  the  distric^ 
he  was,  as  Mr. 'Hurley  puts  it,  "simply  idoliselB 
and  beloved  by  every  one."  ■ 

It  is  many  years  since  I  first  met  and  fished  witB 
Major  Tralierne,  and  I  always  remember  moi-B 
vividly  how  he  grasped  the  "  wrist  "  of  a  kelt  I  haH 
caught  on  some  water  he  then  had  on  the  Dee 
Banchory— he  hated  the  idea  of  using  the  gaff'  on  T9 
kelt,  as  every  good  angler  should  hate  it. 

Alas!  how  time  flies !— nearly  sixteen  salnn 
seasons  have  passed  since  I  wrote  the  folhiwii 
notice  of  one  of  the  keenest  salmon  anglers  ai 
most  charming  men  I  ever  met— it  appeared 
the  Fishinq  Gazette  for  March  20,  1886. 

R.  B.  Marston 


"Major  J.  P.  Traherne,  of  Coytrahen,  in  il 
county  of  Glamorgan,  was  born  in  1826,  ;o 
succeeded  to  the  estate  in  18r)9.  He  entered  1 1 
army  as  ensign  in  the  39th  Regiment,  was  aft. 
wards  major  in  the  Royal  Glamorganshire  Mihti 
and  resigned  his  commission  in  1865.  Mnj 
Traherne  caught  his  first  salmon  in  1850.  sm 
which  time  he  has  fished  regularly,  through., 
every  season,  in  most  of  the  principal  rivers  m  t 
United  Kmgdom  ;  also  for  seven  years  in  suceessi. 
in  difierent  rivers  in  Norway. 

"  Major  Traherne  has  had  more  oppoHunitu-^ 
observing  the  habits  of  salmon,  and  of  acqmn 
the  art  of  catc^iiiig  them,  than  fall  to  the  loi 
most  men,  even  the  ricliest,  and  to  this  no  doul 
in  some  measure,  is  due  his  great  success  as 
angler;  but  if  it  is  true  that  a  poet  is  born,  i 
made,  it  is  equally  true  of  an  angler:  a  man  mi 
have  a  special  gift  and  love  of  angling,  to  accpi 
the  knowledge  requisite  to  make  an  angler  such 
Major  Traherne —mere  opportunity  will  not  do  i 

"'  The  best  take  of  salmon  Major  Traherne  I  ■ 
ever,  we  believe,  had  was  when  fishing  tlie  m' 
Namsen,  in  Norway,  in  1864,  when  lie  caught 
less  than  97  salmon  and  129  grilse  between  Jid.  n 
and  August  10.  Ninety  of  these  fish  were  can;, 
in  one  week,  including  one  of  ;-!81b.  and  one  of  40i . 
the  latter  being  the  heaviest  fish  the  major  has  . 
taken.    Last  autumn  he  caught  86  salmon  m  i  ■ 
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Tay  (Stanley  Water)  between  Sept.  15  and  Oct.  10  ; 
the  best  day  yielded  13  fish,  and  the  best  week 
(Sept.  15  to  22)  38  fish.  Major  Traherne's  best 
average  of  fish  caught  consecutively  was  in  the 
Irish  Boyne,  last  spring,  when  he  killed,  between 
March  10  and  March  25,  13  fish  of  the  following 
weights— 331b.,  281b.,  241b.,  221b.,  171b.,  181b.,  191b., 
191b.,  271b.,  191b.,  191b.,  261b.,  and  331b.,  or  an 
average  of  over  231b.  per  fish. 

"  There  are  few,  if  any,  of  the  principal  salmon 
rivers  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  Major  Traherne 
has  not  fished.  Among  those  he  has  fished,  some 
for  a  season  and  some  for  years  in  succession,  may 
be  mentioned — in  Scotland :  the  Naver,  Thurso, 
Helmsdale,  Dee  (Aberdeenshire),  Spey,  Tay,  Cuve, 
Annan,  Dee  (Iiirkcudbrightshire) ;  in  Wales :  the 
Conway,  Usk,  and  Wye ;  in  Ireland :  the  Moy, 
Galway,  Ballinahinch,  Boyne,  Shannon,  Carah 
(Kerry),  Laune,  Lee,  Suir,  and  Blackwater  ;  besides 
a  host  of  smaller  rivers  of-  less  repute. 

"  We  think  most  salmon  anglers  will  agree  with 
us  that  Major  Traherne  has  a  splendid  record.  At 


as  of  all  the  spectators,  that  never  was  a  more  fair 
and  clean  cast  made.'  We  might  have  added  that 
so  easily  and  without  apparent  effort  was  the  cast 
made  that  if  the  major  had  let  out  another  five 
yards  his  powerful,  graceful  swing  would  easily 
have  extended  it,  so  absolutely  free  was  the  cast 
from  the  slightest  bagging  or  doubling  back. 

"  As  our  readers  are  aware,  the  Richmond  Pisca- 
torial Society  has  undertaken  the  carrying  out  of 
the  next  Fishing  Gazette  Tournament,  to  be  held 
on  the  Thames  during  the  coming  summer,  and 
they  have  already  received  promises  of  support  in 
the  shape  of  pi'izes  from  anglers  and  tackle  makers 
of  standing  in  answer  to  their  appeal.  The  support 
which  Major  Traherne  has  given  to  these  tourna- 
ments has  been  a  very  great  encouragement  to  us, 
and  we  have  much  pleasure  in  publishing  the 
following  letter  from  him  on  the  subject : — 

"  '  I  am  giving  a  £2  2s.  prize  to  the  committee  of  the 
Richmond  Piscatorial  for  the  tournament.  I  did  not 
tell  the  secretary  what  it  was  to  be  given  for,  and  he 
writes  to  know.    You  know  I  do  not  go  in  much  for 


The  Late  Major  John  P.  Traherne. 


the  present  moment  he  is  fishing  the  Irish  Boyne, 
hoping,  as  must  many  another  salmon  angler  who 
has  taken  a  spring  fishing,  for  a  change  in  the 
weather.  In  his  last  letter  to  us,  dated  March  15, 
he  says  :  '  I  have  been  doing  a  bit  of  fishing  to-day, 
but  to  no  purpose.  Colonel  Rock  got  two  big  fish 
with  phantom — one  of  261b.,  and  one  of  25lb.' 

"  One  of  the  most  interesting  events  in  connection 
with  the  anglers'  tournaments  which  we  ha^'e 
endeavom*ed,  and  we  venture  to  say  successfully,  to 
introduce  in  this  country,  was  the  great  cast  with 
salmon  fly  made  by  Major  Traherne  at  the  fourth 
Fishing  Gazette  Tournament,  held,  under  very 
adverse  conditions  as  regards  weather,  at  the  Welsh 
Harp,  on  Saturday,  .July  28, 1884.  In  our  notice  of 
the  affair,  given  at  the  time,  we  find  the  following  : 
'  The  gi-eat  feature  of  the  fly-casting  was  the 
extraordinary  record  made  by  Major  Traherne. 
Forty-five  yards  one  inch  with  one  of  Farlow's 
spliced  seventeen  feet  four  inch  rods  is,  we  venture 
to  say,  the  longest  cast  authenticated.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  some  old  salmon  anglers  present,  as  well 


coarse-fishing;  but  I  should  like  my  prize  to  go  to 
some  of  the  hard-working  people  who  enjoy  their 
leisure  hours  in  following  the  gentle  art  on  the 
Thames  or  other  rivers  near  London,  and  I  should 
like  them  to  know  that,  although  I  am  essentially  a 
salmon  fisherman,  I  always  take  much  interest  in 
their  proceedings.  Can  you  suggest  a  prize  for  me  ? 
A  Nottingham  salmon  rod  costs  a  guinea,  a  reel  about 
18s.,  and  I  suppose  a  line  to  match  about  4s.  What 
do  you  think  of  a  prize  combining  the  whole  lot  ? 
If  for  a  Thames-fashion  caster,  the  reel  might  be 
made  to  suit ;  and  if  it  costs  more,  I  could  add  to  the 
amount  promised  accordingly.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  you-  think  about  it,  and  if  you  think  a  money 
prize  would  be  more  appreciated.'  " 


Minnows,  Preserving. — Procure  a"  glass  pickle  jar, 
and  half  fill  it  with  methylated  spirits  of  wine,  and 
either  drop  the  minnows  in  alive,  or,  at  all  events, 
whilst  bright  and  fresh,  then  at  once  stop  up  the 
bottle  to  prevent  evaporation.  They  will  keep  for 
years,  and  then  found  to  be  quite  tough,  and  as  bright 
as  when  first  put  in. 


NOTES  FOE  KOACH  ANGLERS.* 


{From  the  "  Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell. — Our  note  last  week 
was  published  under  a  misapprehension,  and 
the  "Book  of  the  Roach"  will  appear,  with 
notes,  as  previously  stated. — Ed.) 

CHAPTER  III. 

Perch,  trout,  and  salmon  love  clean  waters  all, 
Green  weedy  roots,  and  stoney  gravel!  small, 
So  doth  the  bullhead,  gudgeon,  and  the  loach, 
Who  most  in  shallow  brooks  delight  to  bee, 
The  ruffe,  the  dace,  the  barbelle  and  the  rock, 
Gravell  and  sand  do  love  in  lesse  degree, 
But  to  the  deep  and- shade  do  more  approach. 
And  over  head  some  covert  love  to  see, 

Of  spreading  poplar,  oake,  or  willow  green, 
Where  underneath  they  lurke  for  being  seen. 

Secrets  of  Angling,  1652. 

FAMILY  CONNECTIONS — APPEARANCE — MEANS  OF  IDEN- 
TIFICATION —  DISEASES  —  SPAWNING  SEASONS  AND 
MIGRATIONS — SPECIMEN  ROACH — GROWTH  RATE — • 
HAUNTS — RUDD — AZURINE  AND  CRIMSON  ROACH- - 
HYBRIDS — AMERICAN  ROACH. 

[The  roach  is  a  member  of  the  great  family  of 
CyprinidfB,  or  carp.  He  is  of  the  genus  Leuciscu.s, 
of  which  there  are  five  indigenous  British  species — 
namely,  the  roach  {Leuciscus  rutilus),  the  chub 
{Leuciscus  cephalus),  the  dace  (Leuciscus  vulgaris), 
the  rudd  (Leuciscus  crythrophthalmus),  and  the 
minnow  (Leuciscus  jylioxiiius).  The  roach  is 
termed  the  braise  in  Scotland ;  roach-dace  in 
Chester ;  rhyfell  in  Welsh  ;  scylga,  reohlia,  reohche, 
heoce,  Anglo-Saxon ;  de  blank-voom  in  Holland  ; 
and  gardon  rouget  in  France.] 

The  i-oach  is  a  liandsome  fish,  either  in  or  fresli 
out  of  the  water ;  it  inhabits  many  of  our  deep, 
still  rivers,  affecting  (except  in  early  summer) 
quiet  waters.  It  is  gregarious,  keeping  in  large 
shoals ;  has  a  small  head,  a  leather  mouth,  which 
is  rormd  and  small,  with  teeth  in  the  throat ;  large 
eyes,  the  circles  of  which  resemble  gold,  and  the 
iris  red,  particularly  whilst  the  fish  is  in  perfection, 
as  it  may  also  be  loiown  to  be  by  the  smoothness 
of  its  scales,  which,  when  out  of  season,  feel  like 
the  rough  side  of  an  oyster  shell.  The  side  line 
bends  much  on  the  middle  towards  the  belly.  The 
length  of  the  head,  compared  with  the  whole 
length  of  the  head,  body,  and  tail,  including  the 
rays,  is  as  one  to  five ;  the  depth  of  the  body  at 
the  commencement  of  the  dorsal  fin  is  to  the 
whole  length  of  the  body  alone,  without  the  head 
or  caudal  fin-rays,  as  two  to  five ;  the  muzzle 
rather  sharp ;  the  nostrils  double,  both  pierced 
with  a  circular  depression,  but  little  in  advance  of 
the  anterior  superior  edge  of  the  orbit ;  the 
diameter  of  the  eye  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  length  of  tlie  head,  and  occupies  the 
second-fourth  portion ;  the  nape  and  back  rising 
suddenly  ;  the  dorsal  line  much  more  convex  than 
that  of  the  abdomen ;  scales  rather  large,  and 
marked  with  concentric  and  radiating  lines  ;  the 
number  of  punctured  scales  forming  the  lateral 
line,  forty-three  ;  the  oblique  line  from  the  base 
of  the  dorsal  fin  down  to  the  scale  on  the  lateral 
line,  seven  scales ;  below  the  lateral  line  to  the 
origin  of  the  ventral  fin,  three  scales  ;  the  fir.st  ra.\' 
of  the  dorsal  fin  lies  exactly  half\\-ay  between  the 
point  of  *the  nose  and  the  end  of  the  flesliy  portion 
of  the  tail ;  the  first  ray  shorter  than  the  second, 
which  is  the  longest  m  the  fin  ;  both  rays  simple, 
all  the  others  diminishing  in  length  and  branched  ; 
the  sixth  ray  as  long  as  the  base  of  the  fin  ;  the 
upper  ray  of  the  pectoral  fin  the  longest  and 
simple,  all  the  others  branched  ;  the  length  of  the 
fin  equal  to  the  distance  from  the  front  of  the  eye 
to  the  free  edge  of  the  operculum  ;  the  \  entral  fins 
rise  on  a  vertical  line,  directly  under  the  first  ray 
of  the  dorsal  fin  ;  the  upper  ray  the  longest  and 
simple,  the  others  branched ;  the  anal  fin  com- 
mences on  a  line  with  the  end  of  the  rays  of  the 
dorsal  fin  when  folded  do\ra,  the  first  ray  short, 
the  second  ray  the  longest,  both  simple,  the  i-est 
branched ;  the  tail  deeply  forked,  the  central  rays 
scarcely  half  as  long  as  the  outer  rays. 

The  fin  rays  in  nmnber  are — D  12,  p  17.  v  9, 
A  18,  c  19.  The  colour  of  the  upper  pai-t  of  the 
head  and  back  dusky  green,  with  Islue  reflections, 
becoming  lighter  on  the  sides,  and  passing  into 
silvery  white ;  dorsal  and  caudal  fins  pale  brown, 

*  The  first  instalment  began  in  the  issue  for  Jan.  12, 
1901.    Back  numbers  mav  be  had. — En. 
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tiii°;eil  \\  itli  red ;  pectoral  fins,  orange  red ;  ventral 
and  anal  fins,  bright  red. 

[In  Day's  "  British  Fishes"  the  roach  is  thus 
scientificallv  described ;  B.  iii,  D.  11 — 13  (4— 
P.  16-18, 'V.  9-10,  A.  12-13  (f=J^),  C.  'l9, 
L.  1.  42—45,  L.  tr  7^—8^6^.    These  abbreviations 
are  understood  to  mean : — 

Branchiostegal  rays,  iii  inside  tire  gill  covers. 

Dorsal  fin,  11  to  13  rays  (2  to  3  hidden,  leftviiig 
9  to  11  exj)osed). 

Pectoral  fin  rays,  16  to  13. 

Ventral  fin  rays,  9  to  10. 

Anal  fin  rays"^,  12  to  13  (2  to  3  hidden,  leavin" 
9  to  10  exposed). 
Caudal  fin  rays,  19. 

Lateral  line,  42  to  45  scales,  counting  from  head 
to  caudal  fin. 

Transverse  line,  counting  scales  from  dorsal  fin 
to  lateral  line,  7i  to  8i  (half  a  scale  on  back),  and 
6i  scales  from  lateral  line  to  ventral  fin. 

As  it  seems  probable  that  hybrids  occasionally 
occur  between  roach  and  other  species  of  this 
genus,  and  as  these  and  other  hybrids  give  rise  to 
considerable  discussion,  and  are  sometimes  mis- 
taken for  pure  roach,  a  little  table  is  appended  which 
may  assist  in  identifving  them  : — 
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It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  same  .species  the  fin 
rays  vary  slightly  in  number.  The  colour  is  also 
apt  to  vary  with  the  season,  the  state  of  the  water 
and  the  locality.  ' 

In  distinguishing  between  rudd  and  roach  the 
angler  should  look  first  at  the  mouth  of  the  fish 
and  secondly  at  its  dorsal  fin.  In  the  roach  the 
top  lip  can  be  pulled  do^vn  like  the  hood  of  a 
bathing  machine;  this  cannot  be  done  with  the 
upper  lip  of  the  rudd.  In  the  rudd  the  dorsal  or 
back  fin  is  set  slightly  nearer  the  taU  than  in  the 
roach.  The  front  ray  of  the  back  fin  of  the  rudd 
IS  about  over  the  last  ray  of  the  ventral  or  stomach 
fin,  while  m  the  roach  the  back  fin  is  almost  exactly 
over  the  ventral  fin. 

Eoach  may  usually  be  distinguished  from  chub 
or  dace  at  a  glance.  The  chub  is  generally  less 
ruddy  and  a  rounder  fish  witli  a  blunter  head  than 
the  roach.  But  while  the  edge  of  the  back  fin  of 
the  chub  is  convex,  or  curves  outward,  that  of  the 
roach  is  almost  flat,  or  conca%'e,  cur^■ing  slightlv 
inwards. 

The  dace,  except  when  very  large,  when  it  is  not 
easy  at  a  first  sight  to  distinguish  it  from  a  small 
chub,  IS  very  silvery,  and  has  an  almost  total 
absence  of  red  colour  about  it.  It  can  hardly  be 
confounded  with  the  roach.  To  distinguish  it 
from  the  chub  compare  the  anal  fins  of  1;he  two 
fish.  The  edge  of  the  chub's  fin  is  convex,  while 
that  of  the  dace  is  slightly  concave. 

The  bream  is  a  very  deep,  hog.-backed,  flat- 
sided  fish,  and  may  be  known  at  once  not  to  be  a 
roach  by  the  large  number  of  fin  rays  on  the  anal 
fin  (vide  table).] 

(To  be  continued.) 


WINTEY  TKOUTING. 


"What's  in  a  name?"  as  the  prisoner  airily 
obser\-ed  to  the  judge,  when  charged  with  forgery^ 
and  the  judge  quietly  but  firml>-  demonstrated  "to 
hun  that  there  was  sometimes  two  years'  "hard" 
in  a  name,  M  hen  it  liappened  to  be  found  attached 
to  a  cheque  without  the  owner's  permission.  The 
\evy  name  of  trout  fishing  usually  conjures  up  fau-y 
visions  of  laughing,  rii^plingrivei-s,  reflecting  fleecy, 
dappled  sides,  with  soft  zephyrs  whispering  tender 
vow-s  to  the  dancing  leaves,  daintily  painted  insects 
shimmering  in  the  golden  sunshine,  and  a  good 
supply  of  soul-soothmg  happiness  laid  on  from  the 
mains.  But,  alas  !  in  these  years  of  late  winters, 
when,  owing  to  lack  of  space,  spring  seems  to  have 
been  all  but  completely  crowded  out  of  the 
meteorological  programme,  early  trout  fishing  is 
often  far  from  filling  the  ideal  specification,  and  is 
apt  at  tunes  to  arouse  a  sneaking  suspicion  that  it 
is  not  really  trout  fishing  at  all — merely  Arctic 
exploration  in  disguise. 

By  the  way,  speaking  of  "  What's  in  a  name  ?  " 
there  is  a  story  told  of  her  late  Majesty  being 
present  at  a  review,  or  some  other  big  outdoor 
function,  when  a  particular  piece  played  by  the 
band  so  tickled  the  royal  ears  with  its  pleasing  lilt 
that  she  specially  inquh-ed  the  name  of  it.  Nobody 
about  tlie  royal  carriage  had  the  slightest  idea 
what  the  tune  was  called,  so  a  galloper  was  hastily 
despatched  to  the  bandstand  for  the  desired  inform- 
ation. Slowly  and  sorrowfully  he  returned,  and 
called  his  general  aside,  and  the  two  held  an 
embarrassed  consultation,  which  was  only  cut 
short  by  the  Queen  repeating  her  demand.  Then 
it  was  stammeringly  broken  to  her,  as  gently  as 
possible,  that  the  title  of  the  composition  which 
had  so  enraptured  her  august  ears  was  "  Come 
where  the  booze  is  cheaper ;  Come  where  the  pots 
hold  more !  " 

Eeverting  to  wintry  trouting,  a  snap  of  first  quality 
Arctic  weather,  coming  after  the  opening  of  the 
fishmg  season,  certainly  does  add  to  the  usual  spice 
of  uncertainty  that  spreads  its  attractive  glamour 
round  the  gentle  art.  I  mean,  of  course,  that  when 
you  leave  home  under  such  circumstances  you 
never  know  whether  you  are  going  trout  fishing  or 
skating  until  you  get  to  the  river.  I  have  fished 
in  pretty  nearly  all  sorts  of  weathers,  but  at  no 
other  time  under  such  frigid  conditions  as  I 
encountered  in  March  1899.  If  that  little  ex- 
perience did  not  "  take  tlie  cake,"  it  certainly  took 
the  "  icing." 

A  theatrical  friend  of  mine,  a  well-known 
comedian,  had  written  to  me  to  the  efiect  that  he 
was  utterly  fagged  with  a  long  engagement,  and 
wanted  a  couple  of  days'  peaceful  rest  and  trout- 
fishing.  So,  of  course,  I  at  once  told  him  to  slip 
down  to  Wliarfedale,  and  I'd  find  him  some  trout 
fishing  such  as  he  never  had  before.  And  after  it 
was  all  over  he  admitted  that  I  was  perfectly 
right — that  he  never  had  had  such  trout  fishing 
before,  and  he  was  living  in  the  blessed  hope  that 
he  might  never  have  any  like  it  again.  When  we 
arranged  the  order  of  his  coming.  Wharf edale  was 
smiling  imder  the  first  faint  promise  of  spring, 
but  simultaneously  with  his  arrival  a  cold  snap 
descended  upon  us  with  nipping  severity,  and  my 
friend  the  actor  said  that  never  in  the  wliole  of 
his  professional  experience  could  he  remember  his 
appearance  on  the  scene  producing  such  a  frost 
before.  It  was  the  bitterest  sample  of  March 
weather  within  the  memory  of  the  coldest  in- 
habitant. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  A'isit  a  literary  engagement 
kept  me  chained  to  the  writing-table,  and  I  turned 
my  friend  out  on  a  club  length  under  the  care  of  a 
noted  north-country  veteran,  and  there  he  dodged 
about  amid  blinding  snowstorms,  witli  the  ther- 
mometer tlu-eatening  at  every  minute  to  knock  its 
own  bottom  out,  until,  benumbed  and  Ashless,  he 
rang  down  the  curtain  on  tlie  day's  sport.  After- 
wards in  my  sanctum  it  took  prettj'  nearly  the 
whole  evening  and  half  a  ton  or  so  of  best  Wailsend 
to  thaw  liim  out  again. 

The  following  day  I  took  my  tlieatrical  friend  on 
to  a  private  length  of  the  Wharfe,  for  wliicli  I  had 
got  permission — at  least,  we  tried  very  hard  to 
think  we  were  on  the  Wharfe,  but  we  could  never 
quite  shake  off  the  impression  that  tlie  scene  was 
laid  somewhere  round  the  back  corner  of  Green- 
land's icy  mountains.  A  wide  undulating  jiark 
slopes  down  to  a  large  portion  of  the  length,  and 
across  this  open  the  ice  king  breathed  his  bitterest 
blasts,  and  smote  the  river  with  Arctic  severity. 


The  pools  and  gentle  glides  were  half  covered  with 
ice.  Intermittent  snowstorms  whirled  themselves 
across  the  park  on  the  wings  of  the  keen  north  wind, 
and  plunged  us  into  a  wliited  chaos.  I  do  not  mind 
occasionally  taking  my  trout  fishing  with  tlie  chill 
on ;  but  the  cooling  business  can  be  overdone. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  our  plienomenal  surroundings,  we 
boldly  tackled  up  and  splashed  into  the  rh  er.  As 
we  lifted  our  lines  after  each  cast  the  water  froze 
on  them  in  beads.  The  top  rings  were  continually 
blocked  with  ice,  and  we  carried  about  with  us  at 
every  stride  slabs  of  liver  in  the  solid  material, 
firmly  attached  to  om-  waders.  A  "Joe  Miller" 
sort  of  a  correspondent  once  favoured  me  with  this 
curious  prescription :  "If  you  ever  happen  to 
want  to  measure  the  diameter  of  a  big  barrel  hoop, 
all  you  have  to  do  is  to  lay  it  flat  on  the  ground, 
then  tread  on  it  with  all  your  weight,  and  if  you 
carefully  measure  the  distance  along  a  plumb-line 
from  the  ground  to  the  spot  where  it  smacks  you 
across  the  nose,  you  will  have  the  exact  diameter 
of  the  barrel  hoop."  Had  we  wished,  on  that 
memorable  day,  to  ascertain  the  exact  depth  of  the 
river  where  we  were  fishing,  we  need  have  done  no 
more  than  come  out  of  the  watei;  and  measure  the 
distance  from  the  ground  to  the  top  shelf  of  ice 
which  encircled  each  wading  stocking. 

Of  course,  there  was  not  one-  solitary  sign  of 
insect  life  on  the  river,  and  consequently  no  rising 
fish ;  stiU  we  whipped  away  steadily  with  the — I 
was  going  to  say  loet  fly,  but  I  should  be  more  correct 
in  writing  the  frozeii  fly.  If  the  fly  chanced  to 
come  into  contact  for  a  moment  with  the  rod,  it 
froze  to  it ;  if  it  happened  to  rest  for  half  a  mmute 
on  a  rock,  while  you  lighted  your  pipe,  a  similar 
result  followed.  I  never  before  saw  artificial  flies 
in  such  a  confounded  hurry  to  attach  themselves 
to  anything  and  everything — except  trout. 

It  was  interesting  to  watch  the  comedian.  He 
would  make  a  cast,  blow  on  the  fingers  of  his  left 
hand,  slap  his  chest  six  times  with  his  left  arm 
like  a  professional  cabman,  blow  on  his  left  fingers 
again,  make  a  fresh  cast,  shift  his  rod  to  the  other 
hand,  blow  on  his  right  fingers,  slap  his  chest  six 
times  with  his  right  arm,  and  so  on,  ad  infinitum, 
until  you  began  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
he  was  trout  fishing  or  merely  practising  some  new 
]iind  of  German  calisthenics. 

Once  a  look  of  troubled  perplexity  came  over 
him,  and  he  waded  slowly  to  where  I  was.  With 
chattering  teeth  he  gasped  plaintively — 

"  Look  here,  Platts,  there's  no  mistake  about  this 
business,  I  hope.  We  aren't  doing  this  sort  of 
thing  because  we're  obliged  to  do  it,  are  we ;  but 
simply  and  solely  for  pm'e  pleasure,  because  we  like 
it — eh '?  "  And  I  replied  promptly  and  reassur- 
ingly— 

"  Yes,  certainly,  of  course,  for  pure  pleasure — 
absolutely  for  pleasure.  Aren't  you  finding  it 
pretty  gay?  " 

"Gay?"  he  echoed.  "Gay,  man?  It's  more 
than  gay,  it's  positively  hilarious.  I  never  enjoyed 
myself  so  much  since  I  accidentally  got  locked  up  in 
the  refrigerating  chamber  of  the  vessel  I  came  over 
from  Australia  in,  and  was  only  rescued  from  being 
turned  into  New  Zealand  mutton  after  I'd  been 
completely  frozen  stifl' — all  except  the  left  eye- 
brow I  " 

The  end  of  it  was  that  in  some  inexplicable 
manner  a  couple  of  foolish  trout  came  and  strangled 
themselves  on  my  flies.  The  only  explanation  I 
can  offer  of  this  circumstance  is  that  they  had  been 
driven  to  suicide  by  the  extreme  severity  of  the 
weather.  As  for  my  friend,  in  spite  of  the  most 
diligent  slapping  of  his  chest,  he  never  got  a  touch, 
and  when  he  left  the  district  the  same  evening  he 
did  not  hesitate  gently  to  insinuate  his  opinion  that 
Wharfe  trout  fishing  was  cracked  up  a  great  deal 
more  than  it  was  worth,  adding  sarcastically  that 
the  next  time  he  came  trouting  into  the  dale  he 
would  take  jolly  good  care  to  bring  his  fur-lined 
overcoat,  and  a  couple  of  blankets,  and  a  portable 
gas  stove,  in  order  to  avoid  any  unnecessary 
risk  of  his  blood  getting  frozen  in  his  veins,  and 
bursting  a  pipe  somewhere. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


Books  are  bound  to  sell. 

Bbeam,  Baked. — Take  a  couple  of  good-sized  fish, 
scale  and  clean  ;  then  stuff  the  bream  full  of  veal 
stuffing;  place  in  the  dish  some  milk,  with  certain 
pats  of  butter  laid  upon  the  dish,  then  put  a  thin  crust 
of  paste  round  the  sides  only  of  the  baking  platter  or 
dish,  and  clap  into  the  oven.  Some  persons  place  a 
few  potatoes  inTthe  dish  amongst  the  milk, 
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HOW  TO  REPAIK  RODS. 


HINTS  FOR  AMATEURS.* 
This  chapter  has  been  written  on  the  assumption 
that  the  reader  is  utterly  ignorant  of  this  most 
important  branch  of  the  art.  That  such  actually 
is  the  case  with  altogether  too  many  who  are 
otherwise  experts,  we  all  know.  That  such  should 
not  be  the  case,  we  are  also  aware.  Nothing  in 
relation  to  the  art  will  better  repay  the  beginner, 
and  those  who  lack  this  information,  than  a  careful 
study — not  merely  reading  over,  bilt  careful  study 
in  the  scholar's  sense  of  the  term — of  this  chapter. 
For,  to  say  nothing  of  "benefit  to  yourself  at  a 
crisis,  what  pleasure  can  be  greater  than  to  be  able 
to  rescue  a  brother  angler  from  the  consequences 
of  disaster  to  his  tackle,  and  to  receive  thanks 
which  you  Imow  are  really  smcere  and  heartfelt '? 
At  the  expense  of  a  little  trouble — nay,  rather 
while  amusing  yourself,  you  have,  at  the  same 
time,  made  a  friend,  and  put  him  on  the  watch  for 
opportunity  to  requite  the  obligation. 

But  it  is  to  the  first  of  these  inducements  we 
most  confidently  app»eal ;  for,  if  that  elicits  no 
response,  a  moral  defect  is  evidenced,  fatal  to  the 
hope  that  that  man  will  ever  become  a  true 
angler.  ' 

Many  think  this  art  hopelessly  intricate,  and  are 
discouraged  from  any  effort  to  acquu-e  it ;  but  this 
is  a  great  mistake,  for  there  is  nothing  in  it 
insui-momitable  to  the  humblest  mechanical  skill. 
The  most  common  error  is  to  attempt  the  result, 
while  utterly  ignoring  the  means  by  which  the 
result  is  to  be  obtained — as  though  a  man  should 
wish  to  keep  books  without  first  learning  how  to 
write. 

First  acquire  a  few  very  suuple  j)rinciples,  and 
the  rest  follows  "  like  rolling  off  a  log." 

As  we  said  before,  this  chapter  is  written  as 
addressed  to  one  utterly  igiaorant  of  this  branch; 
and  this  for  two  reasons :  first,  because  for  the 
benefit  of  such  it  is  intended ;  and,  second,  because 
it  is  the  most  direct  way  to  accomplish  the  end 
in  view. 

At  the  foundation  of  tlie  majority  of  repairs  lies 
covering  and  strengthening  the  injured  part  with 
a  layer  of  silk  tlu-ead,  tightly  wrapped  around  it. 
It  is  thus  that  rmgs  are  secured  to  rods,  and  breaks 
repaired. 

Do  you  know  how  to  wind  a  string  around  a 
stick  ■?  That  is  what  we  are  about  to  do.  But  if 
you  really  wish  to  learn  from  what  follows — if  you 
really  wish  for  success,  you  must,  as  in  your  every- 
day life,  accept  the  conditions  of  success. 

As  to  knots,  and  manipulations  of  that  kind,  the 
-condition  of  success  is  this  :  Actually  try  each  step 
with  the  book  before  you,  following  its  directions  ; 
be  sure  you  understand  that  step  before  you 
essay  the  next.  Thus  you  will  be  led  to  the  goal 
as  easily  as  you  walk  from  your  parlour  to  your 
dining-room,  with  hardly  an  appreciable  effort. 
But  if  you  attempt  to  cover  the  ground,  in 
either  case,  with  a  leap,  you  court  and  will  meet 
failure. 

Now  to  our  lesson  (see  Fig.  1). 

Take  a  round  cane  and  a  piece  of  fish-line — or 
string  of  similar  size.  Wax  your  string.  It  will 
facilitate  you.  Hold  the  cane  hi  your  left  hand, 
knuckles  up  and  thumb  to  the  right.  Place  the 
end,  ^1,  on  top  of  the  cane  somewhere  near  the 
middle,  and  nip  it  at  B  with  the  thiimb  to  keep  it 
in  place.    Bring  the  end  C  over  the  cane  on  the 


Fig.  1. 

side  towai-ds  you,  and  downward  ;  next  under  the 
cane,  and  upward,  but  on  the  side  away  from  you  ; 
then  over  the  top  of  the  cane  and  the  end  A,  and 
hold  C  in  your  right  hand.  In  brief,  you  Iva\c 
wrapped  the  part  C  once  around  the  -cane  and  over 
the  part  A,  confining  that  part  to  the  cane.  Now 
placing  some  pai-t  of  -the  cane  to  tlie  riglit  of  where 

*  From  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  by  H.  P.  Wells. 
London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. 


you  have  begun  to  wind,  behind  anything,  ]<], 
against  which  you  can  pull,  proceed  to  turn  the 
cane  around  on  the  axis  of  its  length,  keeping  a 
steady  strain  on  the  end  C  with  your  right  hand. 
You  thus  roll  the  line  upon  the  cane,  just  as  thread 
is  rolled  on  a  spool,  or  a  rope  on  a  windlass,  drawing 
yom-  right  hand  up  to  the  cane,  unless  you  allow 
the  line  to  slip  through  yoiu-  fingers.  You  will 
have  no  difficulty  in  guiding  the  part  C,  so  that 
each  turn  shall  lie  in  close  contact  with  its 
predecessor. 

You  have  rolled  on  four  complete  turns,  which 
envelop  the  cane  and  the  part  A  (Fig.  2),  con- 
fining the  latter  to  the  cane.  Now  shift  your  left 
thmnb  over  upon,  and  nip  the  coils  you  have  just 
made  c,  so  they  cannot  Unwind.  Seize  the  end  A, 
and  draw  the  slack  of  the  first  turn,  h,  up  to  and 
against  the  others.    Then  continue  your  winding 


Fig.  2. 

for  any  desired  length,  always  doing  this  by  using 
the  cane  as  a  roller,  turning  it  from  you.  You  will 
make  each  succeeding  turn  lie  more  neatly  against 
its  predecessor,  if  you  allow  your  right  hand  to  be 
drawn  up  to  the  cane,  rather  than  permit  the  line 
to  slip  through  your  fingers.  When  shifting  the 
right  hand  backward  for  a  fresh  hold  on  the  part  C, 
nip  the  turns  you  have  completed  with  the  thumb 
of  your  left  hand,  lest  they  unwind ;  as,  indeed, 
you  will  do  in  any  case  when  you  wish  to  fi-ee  your 
right  hand  for  the  moment. 

We  have  now  completed  the  first  step.  You  see 
that  it  is  a  simple  matter,  and  one  within  the 
scope  of  the  most  limited  mechanical  ability. 
Notwithstanding,  repeat  this  at  least  four  times 
more,  winding  an  in^?h  and  a  half  each  time,  before 
proceeding  to  the  next  step. 

This  is  to  fasten  off  the  end  C,  for  we  cannot 
hold  it  for  ever. 

There  are  two  methods  of  accomplishing  this — 
one  easily  acquired,  but  of  more  limited  applic- 
ability ;  the  other  a  little  more  difficult,  but  at  the 
same  time  equal  to  every  emergency. 

The  first  consists  merely  in  this^that  instead  of 
placing  the  end  A  as  before,  you  double  it  as 
shown  in  the  following  figure,  placing  the  biglit,  a, 


Fig.  .3. 

where  the  end  A  was  ,^in  the  former  case,  and 
letting  the  actual  end  A  extend  at  least  three  or 
four  inches  to  the  left  of  where  you  wish  to  wind. 
Having  completed  your  winding,  nip  the  coils  ^-ith 
the  right  thumb.  Then  with  the  left  hand  pull  on 
the  end  A  until  you  have  reduced  the  bight,  a,  to 
very  small  dimensions— .say  one-quarter  of  an  inch 
or  less.  Now  with  the  right  hand  cut  the  part  C 
about  two  mches  in  length,  and  insert  tlie  end 
through  the  bight,  a,  close  to  the  winding.  Then 
seizing  the  end  .4,  draw  the  bight,  a,  through  and 
under  the  winding,  which  will  of  course  carry  the 
end  C  with  it,  and  confine  it  under  the  coils. 
Then  cut  oft'  the  ends  close,  and  the  job  is  com- 
plete. Try  this  at  least  four  times,  and  then 
proceed  to  the  next  step. 

This  is  the  real  "  invisible  knot,"  and  a  know- 
ledge of  it  should  be  considered  absolutely  m- 
dispensable  to  the  angler.  Begin  as  before.  Having 
^\•rapped  four  or  five  times  ovev  the  end  A,  so  that 
it  is  perfectly  secured,  cut  it  oft'  as  close  as  you 
can  to  the  wrapping,  so  that  you  have  only  'the 
end  C  remaining.  Now  proceed  ^vith  the  -nlnding 
until  \\'ithin  four  turns  of  as  far  as  \ou  wish  it  to 
extend ;  then  nip  the  coils  already  made  with  the 
left  thumb  so  the\-  camiot  unwind',  cutting  off  the 
end  C,  so  that  it  is  about  a  foot  long.  Now  drop 
it  down  between  >'ou  and  the  cane,  next  under  and 
then  upward  behind  the  cane,  so  as  to  form  a  loop. 


say,  three  inclies  across,  hanging  below  the  cuiic, 
thus:  - 


Fig.  4. 

If  you  meet  any  difficulty  at  all  with  this  knot  it 
will  be  here.  Remember  the  end  C  passes  down- 
wai'd  on  the  side  towards  you,  and  upward  on  the 
side  away  from  you.  Hold  the  cane,  as  soon  as 
you  nip  the  coils  with  your  left  thumb,  so  that 
hand  points  to  the  right,  and  the  first  and  second 
fingers  are  free.  Throw  the  large  loop  over  those 
fingers  to  keep  it  open.  Then  make  three  or  four 
turns  of  the  end  C,  between  the  point  where  the 
large  loop  meets  the  cane,  a,  and  the  windings  you 
wish  to  fasten,  b,  winding  towards  the  latter.  You 
will  find  this  operation  facilitated  by  throwing  the, 
end  C  at  every  turn,  after  makmg  the  large  loop, 
between  the  first  and  second  fingers  of  the  left 
hand,  holding  it  thus  until  you  can  reach  over  the 
cane  with  the  right  hand,  and  draw  the  end  C 
through  the  loop.  Now  pass  the  end  C  to  the  left, 
under  the  left  thumb,  and  hold  it  down  on  the 
windings  already  made,  b ;  then  hook  your  right 
first  finger  in  the  large  loop,  and,x)utting  a  strain  on 
it,  revolve  the  cane  and  proceed  with  the  winding 
as  at  first.  You  will  thus  wind  on  as  many  turns 
over  the  end  C  as  you  made  between  a  and  b,  and 
in  close  contact  with  those  you  wish  to  fasten. 
For  every  wind  you  so  add  you  will,  if  you  have 
followed  the  directions  carefully  and  correctly,  see 
one  of  those  between  a  and  b  imwmd,  and  will  at 
length  have  the  result  shown,  thus — 


Fig.  5. 

Now  seize  the  end  C,  and  draw  up  the  slack  of 
the  large  loop  until  it  lies  in  close  contact  with  the 
windings  you  are  fastening.  Cut  off'  the  end  as 
close  as  you  can,  and  it  is  done.  Repeat  this  until 
firmly  fixed  in  yom-  mind,  and  you  have  made  an 
acquisition  that .  will  many  times  repay  the 
trouble. 

Now  let  us  appl^'  this  lesson,  taking  at  the  same 
time  another  step  forward. 

{To  he  continued). 


THE  MOLE  AT  BURFOED  BRIDGE. 

(Continued  from  page  75.) 

This  is  scarcely  the  place  in  which  to  discuss, 
geologically  or  otherwise,  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  this  phenomenon  of  the  "  swallows  "  on  the 
Mole.  It  will  be  enough  to  quote  from  the 
"  History  of  Surrey,"  referred  to  above,  for  a 
general  idea  of  the  cause  and  nature  of  the  dis- 
appearance and  reappearance  of  the  river.  "  Swal- 
lo\\'s  are  evidently  nothing  more  than  gullies 
which  lead  to  the  fissures  and  channels  in  the 
chalk  rock  beneath.  When  the  supply  of  water  in 
the  river  is  copious,  these  hollows  will  be  filled 
from  above  faster  than  the  water  is  discharged 
below,  and  the  phenomenon  disappears  ;  but  when 
the  quantity  sent  down  hy  the  ri\  er  is  small,  the 
subterranean  channels  drain  off  the  water,  and  the 
bed  of  the  river  is  left  dry."  That  is  plain  and 
understandable.  Anglers  who  have  fished  the 
Derbyshire  Dales,  and  other  limestone  regions, 
will  be  acquainted  with  the  kind  of  thing  to  be 
found  near  Burford  Bridge.  The  case  of  the  Mani- 
fold will  at  once  present  itself  to  the  recollection. 
That  river,  like  the  Mole,  sinks  into  subterranean 
channels  in  dry  \'\eather,  and  reappears  several 
miles  below  in  the  grounds  of  Ham  Hall,  where  it 
rises,  full-flooded,  from  beneath  the  rock,  in  close 
vicinity  to  the  emerging-place  of  the  Hamps, 
another  subterranean  stream. 

The  bearing  of  these  swallows  "  on  angling  is 
obvious.    He  who  goes  a-fishinq  the  Mole  in  a  drv 
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season  may  chance  to  find  the  "water"  no  water 
at  all.  "  A  Son  of  the  Marshes,"  a  keen  observer, 
says  that  fish  never  enter  the  "  swallows."  The 
whole  paragraph  in  "A  Surrey  River,"  in  which 
the  assertion  has  place,  is  well'  worth  quoting  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view,  especially  as  the  descrip- 
tion deals  with  a  portion  of  the  vixev  close  to 
Burford  Bridge  :  "  The  banks  are  full  of  beauty  for 
a  mile  or  more,  but,  as  they  run  through  private 
property,  the  general  public  can  know  little  about 
them.  In  times  past  tliis  used  to  be  one  of  my 
favourite  hunting  grounds.  I  had  permission  to 
wander  about  there  as  I  chose.  Day  after  day, 
night  after  night,  I  used  to  explore  along  the  banlcs. 
At  some  of  the  bends  the  river  runs  s^\■iftl^■  over 
the  shallows  into  a  broad  pool ;  then,  again,  there  is  a 
'  shallow  '  where  masses  of  weeds,  showing  emerald 
green,  wave  to  and  fro  in  the  water,  One  or  two 
good  trout  can  be  got  at  such  places  at  times,  and 
line  silver-bellied  eels.  One  of  the  '  swallows '  of 
the  river  is  close  to  a  stretcli  of  this  sort.  It  is 
merely  a  pit,  the  sides  of  it  covered  with  rank  river 
growth.  The  inlet,  at  the  time  I  knew  it,  ^\•as 
about  three  feet  wide  and  two  inches  in  depth. 
The  pit  was  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep,  and  it 


as  a  trout  stream  has  largely  departed,  in  places,  ' 
since  that  day's  fishing !  We  join  in  the  sigh  with 
which  it  is  said  that  "  many  parts  of  our  beautiful 
Mole  are  closed.  It  cannot  be  helped,  but  as  a 
field  naturalist  I  can  say,  with  perfect  reason,  that 
with  all  their  wise  regulations  there  is  not  one  half 
the  fish  in  this  river  that  tliere  used  to  be  when  it 
was  open  to  any  to  fish  there ;  nor  yet  one  quarter 
of  the  animal  life  tliat  there  formerly  was  along 
the  river  banks.  Sonie  folks,  and  a  great  many 
wild  creatures,  are  best  left  alone.  When  mail 
makes  his  arrangements  with  a  view  to  alter  the 
course  of  Nature,  as  the  darkey  once  observed, 
'  something  goes  wrong  with  the  works.'  "  We  also  ' 
regretfully  recognise  that  the  excellent  trout  fishing 
in  the  Mole  which  was  to  be  obtained  in  our  boy- 
hood is  scarce,  or,  what  amoiints  to  the  same 
thing,  much  more  difficult  to  get. 

Other  lisli  abound  in  the  Mole  almost  every- 
where ;  especially  is  the  river  known  to  the  initiated 
as  a  gudgeon  stream.  The  young  gentleman  (to 
be  seen  in  our  illustration  of  last  week)  fishing 
below  the  bridge  knows  a  thing  or  two  about 
catching  gudgeon  and  other  fish.  Roach,  perch, 
dace,  chub,  pike,  eels,  all  abound,  and  here  and 


is  his  in  memory  only,  will  call  to  mind  Eliza  Cook's 
lines — written  of  this  very  river — 

Beautiful  streamlet,  I  dream  of  thee  still, 
Of  thy  pouring  cascade  and  thy  tio-tac-ing  mill ; 
Thou  livest  in  mem'ry,  and  wilt  not  depart, 
For  thy  waters  seem  blent  with  the  stream  of  my 
heart. 

Darby  Stafford. 


FISHES   THAT  FISH. 


By  the  New  Broom. 
It  may  roughly  be  said  that  one  half  tlic  fishes 
m  the  sea  are  brought  into  existence  to  feed  the 
other  half,  and  tliat  man  takes  a  very  big  slice  out 
of  what  is  left.  We  all  know  that  the  dolphins 
and  the  dog  fish  go  after  tlie  fugitive  herrmg,  and 
tliat  something  else  comes  after  them.  We  know 
tliat  tlie  sprats  run  up  the  estuaries  after  what  is 
called  the  wliitebait  (but  which  is  really  the  fry  of 
pretty  nearly  every  sea  hsh  round  the  coast),  and 
that  something  conies  after  the  sprat.  We  know 
tliat   in  exeiy  water,  salt  or  fresh,  fish  are  per- 
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held  many  tons  of  water.  More  than  once  I  have 
emptied  this  '  swallow '  by  simply  keeping  the 
water  back  with  a  turf  dam.  All  that  could  be 
seen  was  a  deep  pit,  covered  above  water-mark  with 
herbage,  and  two  holes,  not  quite  large  enough  to 
get  your  hand  into,  which  went  down  somewhere 
or  other.  I  noticed  a  fish  never  entered  the  place." 
That,  of  course,  describes  one  of  the  smaller 
"swallows."  The  most  remarkable  and  extensive 
of  these  phenomena  is  below  Burford  Bridge,  some 
distance  down  stream. 

That  the  Mole  is  a  trout  stream  will  be  evident 
from  the  above  extract,  though  probably  the  best 
trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  some  of  its  numerous 
tributaries.  A  description,  by  the  aforesaid  writer, 
of  trout  -to  be  found  in  one  tributary  brook  is 
enough  to  make  an  angler  wild  to  try  his  hand  at 
their  capture:  "Plump  and  well  shaped,  gold  and 
white,  with  crimson  spots,  and,  when  hooked,  as 
mettlesome  as  game  cocks."  How  is  that  for  a 
description  ?  Most  heartily  do  we  agree  with  the 
angler-writer  that  "  from  half  a  pound  to  a  pound 
is  the  nicest  size  for  table  purpose ;  "  and  who  does 
not  long  to  try  that  stream  in  face  of  the  notice, 
"  After  catching  a  couple  more,  about  half  a  pound 
each,  we  leave  the  mill-pond  and  cross  the  wooden 
bridge  that  spans  the  street  wliere  it  empties  itself 
into  the  Mole  "  ?    Alas  that  the  glory  of  the  Mole 


there  the  bream  are  of  such  a  size  as  to  be  locally- 
known  as  "  bellows  bream,"  a  name  that  is  sugges- 
tive of  whoppers. 

It  is  scarcely  of  fishing  alone  that  the  lounger  on 
Burford  Bridge  is  thinking  ;  though  next  time  the 
tour  lies  in  that  direction  tackle  will  be  taken,  on 
the  off  chance  of  obtaining  leave  on  some  fishable 
bits  in  the  neighbourhood.  Certainly  no  angler 
could  desire  more  comfortable  headquarters  than 
are  to  be  found  on  the  spot,  while  for  Ijeauty  of 
surroundings  this  valley  can  well  challenge  com- 
parison, fioxhill,  with  its  silver- white  sides  (plainly 
distinguisliable  from  the  downs  near  Brighton)  and 
its  fort-crowned  top,  affords  a  breather  and  an 
appetiser  in  the  way  of  a  climb,  and  one  of  the 
fairest  views,  from  its  sunanit,  in  all  fair  England. 
Amid  its  verdiu'c  and  peace  it  is  difficult  to  imagine 
the  thunder  of  its  defending  guns  whicli  will  shake 
its  foundations  in  case  of  foreign  invasion  of  our 
country.  In  the  meadows  by  the  river  poet  or 
artist  niay  drink  in  and  give  out  the  suggestions  of 
Nature's  deeper  beauty ;  the  actor  may  con  his 
lines  ;  or  the  ordinary  person  meander  with  perhaps 
truer  pleasure  than  they  all  ;  wliile  the  angler — 
most  appreciative  of  men — may  make  the  most  of 
his  respite  from  the  din  of  the  city  and  the  jostling 
of  exasperating  humans.  And  each,  on  his  return 
to  less  sylvan  scenes,  when  the  bea,uty  of  the  valley 


petually  going  for  each  other,  and  that  fisli  aic 
constantly  being  converted  from  fish  into  fish  in 
another  shape.  Bxit  there  is  nothing  either 
interesting  or  instructive  in  the  mere  following  up 
and  gorging  a  victim  in  a  common  vulgar  way. 
There  are,  however,  in  the  sea  some  sportsmen 
amongst  tliese  cannibals  whose  ways  and  actions 
are  as  tricky,  patient,  and  clever  as  those  of  the 
most  expert  amongst  the  anglers  on  land. 

There  are  many  whose  habits  we  can  only- 
guess  at,  but  se\eral  of  them  we  know  from 
personal  observation.  It  is  just  possible,  in  this 
dull  weather.  M'hen  sport  is  often  stopped,  that  a 
few  ideas  about  tlie  })iscators  under  the  sea  may  be 
of  interest  to  sportsmen  on  land. 

Chief  amongst  the  fishing  fish  must  be  classed 
the  octopus.  He  is  certainly  an  expert  fisherman, 
but  a  mean  skunk  withal,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
any  respectable  London  angling  club,  even  the 
British  Sea  Fishers,  would  enroll  him  on  their  lists. 
As  an  acrobat  the  octopus  is  unrivalled.  He  can 
get  in  anywhere,  even  through  the  keyhole  of  a 
cathedral  door,  if  it  were  under  water.  His  chief 
pastime  is  to  creep  into  the  cre-vice  of  a  rock, 
assume  upon  his  skin  the  colour  of  his  sur- 
roimdings,  so  that  he  looks  like  a  piece  of  the 
rock  he  is  lying  upon.  Then  he  hangs  out  one  or 
two  of  Ills  long  tentacles,  and  lets  them  wave 
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about  as  though  they  were  piece.s  of  seaweed 
washed  by  the  current."  ]3eautifnl  things  are  these 
long  thongs,  with  rows  of  button-looking  openings 
up  the  inner  side.  The  construction  of  these 
buttons  is  one  of  the  most  expert  productions  of 
Nature's  handiwork.  Each  one  is  fitted  ^v■ith  a 
little  piston,  which  can  be  worked  from  the  nerve 
centres.  The  angling  octopus,  half  asleep,  lies 
with  these  awful  arms  dangling  down.  A  stray 
crab  comes  along,  crawling  over  the  rocks.  He 
touches  an  arm ;  in  an  instant,  twenty  or  thirty 
little  pistons  press  tlie  button  outwards,  and  then 
let  it  go  again.  The  buttons  act  like  a  leather 
"  sucker  "  which  a  schoolboy  loves  to  fasten  to  a 
paving  stone.  These  ha\  e  got  their  deadly  hold  on 
the  crab's  back.  Other  arms  come  out,  double  up 
his  legs,  bind  his  claws,  and  then  roll  him  up  until 
he  is  placed  with  his  stomach  straight  in  front  of 
the  octopus's  awful  parrot-like  beak.  In  an  instant 
the  beak  crashes  through  the  shell,  and  the  devil 
tish  is  drinking  the  vitals  out  of  the  luckless  crab. 
-Vfter  this  he  cracks  him  up  and  devours  him  at 
leisure,  then  resumes  his  angling  for  anj-thing,  even 
to  a  dead  seaman. 

Another  angler  related  to  the  octopus,  but  a 
nuich  more  graceful  and  honest  chap,  is  the  sejjia, 
a  species  of  cuttle,  whose  tentacles  come  out  of  his 
head  instead  of  all  roimd  him.  He  does  not  hide 
in  rocks  or  holes,  but  ascends  to  the  higber  waters. 
Here  he  gracefully  swims  about  with  all  his  surgical 
appliances  tucked  up  taut  luitil  he  looks  like  a  mere 
lump  of  jelly,  with  two  great  eyes  in  his  head  like 
the  goggles  in  a  diving  dress.  Presently  he  sees  a 
stray  fish — haddock,  whiting,  herring,  it  comes  not 
amiss.  His  mottled  back  changes  colour  to  beauti- 
ful rainbow  tints,  his  head  seems  to  unfold  like  an 
opening  rose,  the  leaves  being  his  eight  broad, 
short,  armed  tentacles.  Poising  for  a  moment  to 
take  aim,  he  shoots  out  two  long  thin  arms  (with 


The  Sei'ia. 

suckers  at  the  end)  far  ahead  of  him.  and  that 
fish  is  doomed.  He  never  misses  his  aim.  The 
action  of  these  two  long  tentacles  is  lightning- 
like, and  they  are  kept  coiled  up  like  watch 
springs  in  two  little  pockets — one  on  each  side 
his  head.  ^Yhen  they  have  secured  the  prey, 
and  brought  it  within  reach  of  the  larger  arms, 
they  return  with  a  snap,  and  coil  up  in  the  pockets 
again.  A  peculiar  feature  about  this  delicate 
fishing  apparatus  is  that  while  one  can  individually 
hold  a  small  fish  and  bring  it  in  to  be  torn  up  by  the 
beak,  the  two  are  so  constructed  that  they  can  be 
joined  together  near  the  top  like  a  pair  of  obstetric 
forceps,  and  so  make  a  lever  and  get  the  bulge  on 
the  victim. 

The  keenest  finny  sportsman  of  the  lot,  however, 
is  Mr.  LophLus  piHcatwiiis,  alias  the  "angler  fish," 
ilias  the  "  fishing  frog,"  alias  "  sea  devil,"  alias 
■'toad  fish."  Now,  it  is  a  well-known  axiom 
amongst  the  police  to  beware  of  a  man  with  a 
number  of  "aliases."  He  is  generally  a  dead 
«Tong  'un.    You  can  p,ls'o  get  a  little  insight  tb  a 


man's  character  by  physiognomy.  Ijet  me  intro- 
duce tlie  gentleman  to  speak  for  himself :  - 


The  "  Angleb  Fjsh." 

It  cannot  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination  be 
said  that  he  is  handsome.  Still,  he  has  great 
claims  to  respect,  for  he  is  a  keen  sportsman,  and 
the  only  fish  that  uses  a  rod.  With  this  he  is 
more  expert  thair  Mavston,  Senior,  Slater  of 
Newark,  the  Lordship  Lane  tenor.  Hardy  of 
Alnwick,  Cormac  O'Dowd,  Jardine,  Dr.  Pttersona, 
or  tlie  New  Broom  himself.  Nature  has  not  con- 
structed the  angler  fish  for  speed — in  fact,  about 
five  knots  an  liour  under  forced  draught  is  about 
his  measui'e.  He  is  built  upon  the  lines  of  a 
dredger,  and,  like  that  useful  craft,  lo\-es  tlie  mud. 
His  mouth  is  the  chief  feature  of  his  face,  and 
when  he  smiles  there  is  nothing  left  of  the  fish  but 
his  huge  pectoral  fins  (or  rather  arms)  and  his  tail. 
When  he  smiles  there  is  death  around.  Tliis 
marine  sportsman,  like  man\-  connected  with  the 
Turf,  has  an  enormous  appetite,  and  that  which 
would  reall>-  satisfy  him  would  decently  stock  a 
suburban  fishmonger's  slab.  He  has  two  ways  of 
going  to  work.  He  can  either  lie  on  a  fiat  fedge 
axrd  look  like  a  chunk  of  rock  with  sea-weeds  growing 
out  of  it,  or  he  can  work  up  the  mud  and  hide 
himself  in  the  cloud  which  he  has  made.  Abo\  e 
his  head,  however,  is  everlastingly  waving  one  of 
those  long  feathery-  spines  or  raA  S  ^vhich  decorate 
his  skull.  At  the  end  of  one  of  these  is  a  small 
fleshy  cartilage  which  attracts  the  passing  fish,  and 
they  stop  to  nibble  at  -  it.  Fatal  stop  !  At  the 
first  touch  there  is  a  sort  of  I-have-got-a-bite- 
hurrah !  sort  of  sensation  con\-eyed  down  the  rod. 
The  angler  smiles,  opens  his  cruel  jaws  like  a  pair 
of  lock  gates,  and  then  good-bye  to  tlie  nibbler  or 
any  friends  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  are  no 
pass-out  checks. 

His  appetite  is  something  wonderful,  and  he  has 
such  an  acconniiodating  stomach  that  he  has  been 
called  the  pocket  fish.  He  is  very  fond  of  dog  fish, 
which  is  a  great  good  thing,  for  the  dog  fish  is 
very  fond  of  the  herring.  The  angler  may  be  any 
size  from  1ft.  to  5ft.  long.  Spechnens  of  these  fish 
caught  have  been  opened  for  curiosity.  From  the 
stomach  of  one  was  taken  no  less  than  three-quarters 
of  a  hundred  of  herrings,  and  from  another  twenty- 
one  flounders  and  a  John  Dory,  so  that  at  London 
prices  he  must  have  had  pretty  nearly  a  three  half- 
crown  breakfast.  When  he  is  tired  of  fish  and  is 
inclined  to  poultry,  he  rises  lazily  to  the  surface 
and  picks  up  half  a  dozen  floating  seagulls  just  as  a 
snack.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  angler  fish 
will  become  extmct.  The  female  is  a  most  vigorous 
spawner.  Her  ova  is  conveyed  in  a  floating  sheet 
of  mucus,  sometimes  100  feet  square,  the  eggs 
numbering  something  like  a  million  and  a  half. 
This  will  certainly  alloA\'  foi-  shrinkage. — Bij  j>ri- 
iiii.ssKi  t  from  the  "  S/iortin//  Times." 


NORTHERN  ANGLER.S'  ASSOCIATION. 


A  REPitESEKTATivE  ,  meeting  of  the  Chorley  and 
Horwich  Angling  Societies  was  held  on  Jan.  31,  at  the 
Cunliffe  A  rms  Hotel,  Chorley.  j\Ir.  John  T.  Newton  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  he  called  upon  Mr.  T.  W. 
Redford,  general  secretary  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association,  to  explain  the  objects  of  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Redford  gave  an  outline  of  the  constitution,  work, 
and  policy  of  the  association,  and  the  advantages  to  be- 
gained  by  the  formation  of  a  centre,  also  answering 
all  questions  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  meeting.  It 
was  unanimously  decided  to  form  a  centre,  all  present 
being  previously  authorised  to  speak  for  their  respec- 
tive societies.  On  the  proposition  of  the  Horwich 
representatives  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  named 
the  Chorley  and  District  Centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association.  Mr,  John  T.  Newton  was 
appointed  president,  Mr.  A.  Evans  vice-president,  Mr. 
Walter  Clare  hon.  secretary,  and  Mr.  James  Turner 
treasurer.  The  officers,  along  with  Mr.  John  Smith, 
Mr.  John  Calderbank,  and  another  gentleman,  to  be 
nominated  later  by  the  Boatman's  Arms  Angling 
Society,  were  elected  a  committee  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  centre.  Mr.  J.  T.  Newton  was  also 
app^)lnt'ed  representative  .on  the  e-xe'cutive  council  of 


the  association.  It  was  decided  to  have  an  opening 
dinner  and  social  evening,  the  committee  to  arrange 
details.  The  secretary  was  requested  to  write  to  other 
clubs  in  the  locality  asking  them  to  join.  The  meet- 
ing was  most  harmonious  and  enthusiastic,  concluding 
with  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Redford,  Mr.  Newton,  and 
Mr.  Turner,  who.se  hospitality  and  genial  interest  in 
sport  augurs  well  for  the  new  centre. 

Thos.  W.  REDKOniJ,  Hon.  Sec. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

lieport.i  (til  oisure  insertion)  inusi  arrive  not  later 
than  First  Post  on  Thursday  Momingf. 

Time  of  Kigli  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  liigh  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  Hater  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

/,30  min.  for  Chelsea,  (.W  min.  foi  Kew. 

ikfl.V*^   ■>     1'  P'ltney.  iiiJ'S    ,,     >>  Richmond. 

^"")45   „     „   Hammersmith.  ^""jSO    ,,     „  Twickenham. 

(.50    ,,     ,,   Barne.s.  (85    ,,     ,,  TeddingUjn. 

E.XAMl'i.K  If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  Ix)ndon  Bridge,  it 
will  be  higli  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Ti.ME  OF  High  Wateu  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  Ti    5.13    !',.27 

Sunday,  ,,  10    5.43    C.  u 

Jlonday,  ,,  11    0.18    6.37 

Tuesday,  ,,  12    7.  0    7.26 

Wednesday,  „  13    7.54    8.29 

Thursday,  ,,  14    9.  7    9.52 

Friday,  ,,  15    10.38    11.15 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — Owing  to  the  fall 
of  snow  the  river  is  likely  to  be  out  of  condition  for  a 
few  days.  A  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  was  experienced 
at  Oxford,  Reading,  and  the  up-river  districts,  and  the 
river  has  already  been  affected  by  the  snow  broth. 
Fortunately,  the  heavy  frost  on  Wednesday  night  will 
help  to  clear  the  water,  which,  although  not  exactly 
coloured,  has  a  white  cloudy  appearance.  Roach  are  not 
likely  to  be  feeding  well  for  a  few  days.  I  met  several 
anglers  on  Sunday,  and  they  had,  as  a  rule,  had  very 
little  s))ort  to  record.  In  company  with  Mr.  S.  Pesbett, 
of  the  Wimbledon  Pisc^torials,  I  went  to  Datchet 
roach  fishing.  We  only  secured  about  twenty  roach 
between  us,  but  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture 
a  roach  of  21b.  2Joz.  The  fish  gave  good  sport, 
and  had  to  be  landed  without  a  net.  Mr.  G.  Sini- 
baldi  is  preserving  the  fish.  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms 
has  had  a  good  take  of  perch  at  Kingston,  getting  fifty 
fish,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  lib.  8oz.  He 
returned  most  of  the  fish  to  the  river.  I  hear  that 
Major  Terry  has  just  put  300  rainbow  trout  in  the 
Thames  at  Shepperton.  The  Thames  Restocking 
Association  on  Monday  sent  300  coarse  fish  to  Henley, 
and  the  flsh  were  safely  transferred  to  the  river  by 
Mr.  A,  E.  Hobbs.  The  Henley  and  District 
Preservation  Association  on  Thursday  placed  a  large 
number  of  trout  in  the  Thames.  To-day  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials  commenced  a  three  days'  perch  competi- 
tion on  the  Thames  ;  members  may,  however,  only  fish 
on  one  day.  Mr.  C,  Littlewood,  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society,  has  caught  a  chub  of  31b.  3oz.  at 
Shepperton. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).  —  The  water,   which   has  been 

in  very  good  order,  is  rather  coloured  to-day 
(Wednesday),  owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Unless 
we  get  rain  and  a  very  rapid  thaw,  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  out  of  condition  by  the  week-end.  Of 
course,  a  heavy  stream  is  running,  but  at  a  good  level. 
Some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had,  but  by  no  means 
regular,  some  anglers  meeting  with  success,  while 
others  have  simply  done  nest  to  nothing.  The  follow- 
ing are  among  the  best  I  know  of.  On  Feb.  1  Messrs. 
Hawes  and  Miller,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters  with 
W.  Yaughhan,  took  four  jack,  best  fish  71b. ; 
on  Feb.  8  Messrs.  Johnston  and  Brown,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett  at  Medmenham,  took  four  jack,  best  fish  6pb., 
and  a  nice  show  of  perch ;  on  the  same  date  Mr.  G. 
Clements  and  friend,  out  with  G.  Vaughan,  took  seven 
jack,  best  fish  5Jlb.  ;  the  last-named  professional, 
fishing  with  Mr.  McCabe  on  Feb.  5,  took  seven  jack, 
best  fish  61b.  At  Shiplake  some  small  chub  and 
roach  have  been  caught.  Roach  at  present,  however, 
are  dead  off.  An  angler  fishing  Hambleden  Pool  the 
other  day  was  lucky  enough  to  hook  a  very  large  pike, 
which,  I  am  told,  was  well  over  201b.  ;  the  fish  was 
los.t  owing  to  the  fisherman  being  unprovided  with  a 
large  landing  net, — Stanley  ^Iead. 

 (Lechlade,  etc.)  —  The  stormy  weather  and 

gales  put  the  v'war,  pro  tern.,  out  of  order,  and  the  fish 
right  off  the  feed.  A  party  of  London  gentlemen  have 
been  having  capital  sport  with  roach,  some  of  their 
fish  Weighing  IJlb.  each.  Some  fine  chub  have  been 
taken  with  bnillo'ck's  pith,  aad  pej'ch'with  li%'e  minnow. 
— Rajielee. 

 Streatley. — Water  iu  veiy  good  cronditioli. 

Snow  melting  slo'wlv,  which  I  am  afraid  will  upVet  it 
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for  a  bit.    Some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr, 
IVi'iT  on  Monday  took  a  very  fine  pike,  lljlb. — 
HoEAfB  -T.  Gardner. 
,  Ancholnie  District. — Rude  Boreas  has  stopped  all 

a&glj'iig.apei'atious.  Trout  licences  are  now  iu  the  hands 
oftlie'  local  agents  for  this  district — namely,  Thomas 
Ford,  Cai'stor  :  Arthur  J.  Tillett,  Market  Rasen ;  and 
A.  Waterloo,  Brigg ;  but  the  season  nominally  opens 
two  months  too  soon.  I  saw  two  rainbows  spawning 
on  a  redd  last  week. — TtiojiAS  Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  (Somersetsliire)  and  Tributaries. — The 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather,  together  with  the  snow 
broth  in  the  water,  has  much  militated  against  good 
bags  of  roach,  while  the  pike  and  perch  have  been 
rather  quiet.  Last  week  I  had  a  day's  pike  fishing  in 
one  of  the  lakes  on  the  estate  of  a  nobleman  in  the 
district.  I  purposely  refrain  from  saying  where,  for 
obvious  reasons.  At  the  end  of  the  day  our  party  had 
eight  pike  in  the  pimt-well,  all  unsizable  ones  having 
been  returned  to  the  water.  The  "  crele  fish," 
caught  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Fortt,  was  42iu.  in  length,  but 
was  iu  such  poor  condition  that  it  only  weighed  161b. 
This  shows  that  some  of  these  rapacious  gentry  want 
clearing  out  from  this  particular  lake.  Altogether  our 
catch  weighed  451b. — Spinning  Minnow. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
whole  of  the  week  it  has  been  bitterly  cold,  with  many 
sudden  changes  of  wind,  and  occasionally  accompanied 
with  sleet  and  snow,  all  of  which  has  to  a  great  extent 
been  against  the  angler.  Only  three  or  four  pike  have 
been  had  all  the  week,  although  they  are  numerous. 
Roach  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  also.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  with  a  quick  thaw,  the  snow  is  gone, 
and  the  river  will  probably  be  more  fishable  in  a  day 
or  so.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — .John  D.  George 
(Beche-road,  Cambridge). 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire). — The  Coin 
has  received  another  consignment  of  trout  for  private 
waters  from  Winchester.  The  river  is  in  good  trim 
for  the  time  of  j-ear.    Season  from  April  1. — Pan. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
The  frost  which  has  prevailed  for  over  a  week,  accom- 
panied by  snow,  has  at  last  sharpened  to  such  an 
extent  that  skating  prevails  on  most  of  the  waters  of 
the  South  Lincolnshire  district.  Ten  degrees  of  frost 
were  experienced  on  Sunday  night  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Spalding,  and,  if  the  present  weather  holds, 
the  country  will  be  all  agog  with  skating  matches  by 
Saturday.  Very  little  was  done  with  angling  last 
week. — LiMPUT. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  —  The  wintry 
weather  still  prevails  in  this  district,  and  what  with 
the  frost  and  the  snow  there  is  no  encouragement  for 
anglers  to  turn  out.  We  have  not  heard  of  a  single 
catch  during  last  week,  and  if  the  present  weather 
lasts  there  will  be  nothing  for  this  week.  When  the 
drains  are  approachable  we  shall  expect  the  pike  on 
the  move,  as  there  are  known  to  be  capital  fish  in  the 
country  between  Haxey  and  the  lower  portion  of  the 
river. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills  and  Mildenhall). — The 

waters  in  this  mill  are  now  in  good  order  for  i)ike 
fishing  :  the  weeds  at  places  have  grown  tremendously 
strong,  but,  water  being  high,  spinning  may  be 
practised.  At  the  Temple  Staunch  and  the  Mill  Tail, 
Icklingham,  there  are  some  very  good  chub,  and  I 
fancy,  from  the  manner  of  them,  they  are  on  the  feed. 
Several  I  saw  there,  when  sitting  quietly  on  JMonday 
last,  come  from  under  the  camp  sheathing  must  have 
weighed  41b.  or  51b.  each.  At  Cherry  Lock  (Lackford) 
there  arc  some  capital  good  fish — chub,  perch,  and 
pike.  At  West  Row  some  good  perch  were  taken  last 
week,  not  over  large,  about  l^lb.  the  heaviest.  Trout 
are  doing  well  all  along  the  Lark  stream,  and  plenty 
of  them.    I  think  it  will  be  a  good  season. — Raven. 

Lea. — Improved  sport  cannot  be  reported  from 
the  Lea  as  far  as  the  public  reaches  are  concerned,  but 
I  hear  of  one  or  two  nice  baskets  in  preserved  waters. 
A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week,  and  some  club  competitions  have  been  held  ; 
but  the  roach  have  once  more  proved  disappointing. 
Pike  up  to  81b.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  have,  I  hear,  been 
secured  at  Eye  House,  and  from  Hoddesden  a  report 
reaches  me  that  a  nice  chub  of  3^1b.  has  been  taken  at 
Dobb's  Weir ;  also  a  pike  of  4Jlb.  Perch  ought  to 
feed  now,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  takes  of  those  fish 
worth  recording.  The  tributaries  have  not  been  fishing 
well  ;  the  rivers  hold  snow_  water. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  still  too  high  for  fishing,  and  most  probably 
have  snow  water  in  them.  Snow  is  still  on  the  ground 
in  patches  hereabouts,  but  there  is  much  more  on  the 
hills.  The  wind  sticks  near  the  north  and  is  very  cold, 
Xo  probability  of  fishing  before  the  trout  season  opens, 
March  2.— R.  T.  Williams.  _ 

^  Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  continuing  to  run  out  of  order  toX  fishing ;  they 
were  getting  down  and  clearing,  but  tvintry  weather 
set  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  and  rain  fell  last 
week,  making  things  about  as  bad  as>  they  could  be  ; 
and  'the  rivers  'are  iiow  staiiied  "and  full  of  snow  water, 
owing  to  the- falls  of  spow  on  Monday.  This  has  beeli 
foll'owed'bylfrosts  'and  Bright 'days,' btit  angler's  who 
wish  to  go  out  will  haVe'to-'Wait 'until  that  runs  ofi, 


which  will  not  be  for  some  days.  The  Pinsley  is  full 
of  snow  water.  —Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Conditions  for  angling 
have  not  improved,  the  weather  having  been  very 
indifferent  for  the  past  week,  and  the  water  is  still  off 
colour.  The  catch  of  the  large  pike  of  27jlb.  in  the 
Nene,  at  Fotheringham,  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Ryan,  of 
Stamford,  must  have  given  great  satisfaction  to  our 
anglers  here,  as  they  have  always  felt  assured  that  we 
had  some  monsters  in  our  river.  And  this  catch  has 
fully  confirmed  the  prevalent  opinion  in  this  district, 
and  will  oertainlv  give  an  impetus  to  pike  fishing 
here.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  season 
has  begun,  having  legally  opened  on  the  2nd  inst.,  and, 
therefore,  tlie  public  water  here  is  open  to  anglers. 
The  river  is  in  good  order,  clean,  and  free  from  weeds, 
but  there  is  iio  sign  of  fish  feeding.  In  past  seasons 
trout  have  been  known  to  take  the  fly  greedily  in 
February,  but  the  present  cold  winds  are  against  such 
a  state  of  things  now.  The  best  early  flies  are  Blue 
Upright  (wingless),  February  Red,  Silver  Twist,  and 
Partridge  Hackle,  all  of  medium  size.  Several  rods 
have  been  on  the  river  this  week,  but  no  news  of  their 
having  been  successful  is  to  hand.  The  natters  have, 
as  usual,  been  busy  from  the  last  day  of  last  month 
dragging  the  water  from  end  to  end,  but  they  too 
have  taken  only  contemptible  hauls. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
Prospects  are  first-rate  for  all  kinds  of  angling  now. 
Our  return  here  last  week  was  very  good,  Mr.  Maclean 
getting  a  nice  ja'ck-  between  12ib.  and  131b.,  Mr. 
Roystoirone  of  111b.,  both  froiii  the  pool  in  front  of 
the  ferry  house;  Mr.  H.  Donner  also  one  of  91b., 
several  other  anglers  getting  a  nice  lot  of  51b.  and  61b. 
They  are  right  on  the  feed  now;  some  very  nice  roaoii 
up  to  IJlb.  were  secured  by  Mr.  P.  Donne'r.  Another 
fine  jack  of  IT^b.  was  caught  to-day  (Wednesday)  at 
Holywell,  in  the  Church  Hole,  just  above  the  ferry. — 

A.  SCARD. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  —  Snowstorms  have  been 
very  prevalent  during  the  week  ;  the  weather,  too,  has 
been  bitterly  cold  and  changeable,  and,  doubtless  in 
consequence  of  this,  fishermen  have  been  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  The  ground  is  only  slightly  sprinkled 
with  snovs',  so  that  with  a  little  favourable  weather 
prospects  would  soon  improve. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Capt.  J.  B.  Brander,  a 
member  of  this  society,  has  to-day  landed  a  beautiful 
pike,  181b.,  and  is  champion  up  to  now.  Some  nice 
roach — lib.  up  to  lib.  3|oz. — have  been  weighed  in, 
but  I  fancy  the  snow  broth  in  the  river  will  take  them 
off  the  feed.  Mr.  Noble,  of  Gravesend,  has  had  a 
splendid  tench,  3Jlb.,  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Sons,  and  presented  to  us  for  our  club-rooiu. — Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  still  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  but,  altiiough  several  visitors  were 
out  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  they  did  very  little 
with  the  pike,  which  appeared  to  he  quite  off  feed. 
On  the  second  day,  however.  Dr.  Prankish,  of  Sloane 
Street,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Williams  decided  upon 
going  for  chub,  and  they  had  a  capital  day's  sport, 
one  beauty  of  5|lbs.  (is  not  this  a  record  fish  for  the 
present  season '?)  and  several  others  up  to  nearly 
41bs.  falling  to  their  rods.  The  bait  used  was  bullock's 
pith.— W.  Nash. 

Severn,  'Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  not  been  the  slightest  improvement 
in  the  state  of  the  weather  during  the  present  week  so 
far,  and  angling  prospects  are  just  now  most  gloomy, 
as  of  late  the  showers  of  rain  which  fell  so  frequently 
have  given  place  to  snowstorms  of  more  or  less 
severity,  which  culminated  in  a  strong  gale  of  wind 
accompanied  by  blinding  snow  which  continued  for 
many  hours,  so  that  the  face  of  the  country  has  been 
completely  hidden  from  view,  excepting  in  places 
exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  sun  during  the  very  short 
time  it  is  now  visible.  Sharp  frosts  at  night  are 
succeeded  by  mild  weather  for  some  hours,  when  the 
snow  melts  gradually  and  finds  its  way  into  the  brooks 
and  rivers,  rendering  them  quite  unfit  for  angling,  and 
the  only  sport  now  had  is  obtained  in  lakes  and  ponds. 
A  few  days  ago  an  Oswestry  gentleman — Mr.  A.  C. 
Minshall — whilst  angling  with  a  friend  in  Marton 
Pool,  near  Baschurch,  about  six  miles  from  Shrews- 
bury, hooked  a  very  large  pike,  which  after  affording 
considerable  sport  was  successfully  landed,  and  found 
to  exceed  281b.  in  weight.  It  was  44in.  in  length 
and  over  18in.  in  girth,  and  believed  to  be  the  largest 
fish  of  the  kind  ever  taken  from  that  pool,  which  is 
well  known  as  a  sure  find  for  pike  and  other  coarse 
fish.— 'VvBmvr. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
Weather  during  the  past  Week  has  been  dull  and  cold, 
with  a  heavy  fall  of  suoW  in  many  districts.  Rivers 
Were  in  goad  order,  but  the  euoW  broth  and  the  fall  iu 
temperature  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  put  a  Veto  on 
all-ro'und  angling.  That  pike  I  mentioned  in  last 
week's  lettel-,  t.iken  from  the  upper  water  of  the  Ouse, 
with  flight  of  hooks  attached, -was  lost  by  Mr.  Jackson, 
who  writes  me  that,  -after  playiing  his  fish  for  some 
time,  it  got  under-a  sunken  log,  and  in  attempting  to.dis- 
lodge  the  pike  the  tackle  parted.  This  water  is  scarcely 


suitable  for  spinning,  as  sunken  timber  abounds. 
During  the  past  week  but  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  there  is  but  little  to  record.  From  the  Ouse,  near 
Baroombe  Mills,  a  few  small  pike  have  been  taken, 
and  from  Isfield  a  fish  of  41b.  14oz.  The  Cuckmero 
has  not  yielded  anything  of  importance.  A  small 
pike  is  reported  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  Adur, 
taken  with  a  small  artificial  eel.  The  Rother  has 
been  well-nigh  deserted  ;  the  only  capture  notified  me 
was  a  small  pike  and  a  few  perch- heaviest,  lib.  2oz. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— I  little  expected,  since  last 
writing,  the  cold  winds  and  sleet  which  have  visited 
us,  and  prevented  many  an  angler  from  throwing  his 
line.  I  heard  of  only  two  being  •ut,  and  they  were 
almost  frozen.  Their  catch  was  small,  but  the  few 
trout  were  in  good  order.  The  rivers  cannot  yet  bo 
said  to  be  open  as  in  years  past,  as  the  gentlemen  ai  o 
as  yet  undecided.  The  conservators  have  decided 
that  no  drift  nets  shall  be  used,  and  now  salmon  and 
seal  will  have  a  free  pass  up  the  rivers  which  for  years 
they  had  not,  through  the  use  of  twenty  drift  nets. 
Until  the  cold  winds  are  gone,  fishing  must  be  at  a 
standstill.  Some  of  the  rivers  are  not  open  until 
March,  which  by  some  is  considered  correct.  I  have, 
however,  taken  fish  in  good  order  in  February  out  of 
two  of  the  smaller  streams. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  slightly  stained  during  the  last  few  days, 
but  has  now  gone  down,  and  is  clearing,  but  is  out  of 
order  for  fishing  at  present.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Week's-now,  sleet,  and  fain  fell,  and  the  ground  was 
Gov^r«d  with  snow-,- -and -on -Tuesday  a-  thaw  set  in, 
followed  at  night  by. a  severe. frofit  and  a  bright  day 
on  Wednesday,  and  we  have  winter  at  last.  There  is 
now  a  good  deal  of  snow  water  in  the  river,  and  angling 
will  be  useless  until  that  runs  off,  which  will  be  some 
days  before  that  will  be  done,  and  then  a  few  fish 
should  be  landed,  if  the  weather  keeps  fine.  No 
angling  has  been  done  for  the  last  few  weeks,  and  as 
the  weather  is  at  present  there  is  little  prospect  of  any 
good  lots  of  fish  being  taken,  and  sport  will  be  bad 
until  the  trout  season  begins.  No  grayling  have  been 
landed  of  late,  and  they  appear  to  have  gone  off  alto- 
gether. The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  a  fair  level,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  snow  water 
in  them,  and  fishing  at  a  standstill. — T.  Ludlow. 

 •  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  there  has  been  uo 

improvement  iu  the  weather,  and  we  have  again  had  a 
return  of  winter,  and  snow,  rain,  and  sleet  have  been 
bad  this  week,  and  up  to  Wednesday  it  was  miserable. 
A  sharp  frost  on  Tuesday  night,  followed  by  a  bright 
day,  brightened  prospects  a  little,  but  there  is  a  good 
lot  of  snow  water  in  the  river,  and  fish  will  not  move 
until  that  has  run  off,  which  will  not  be  for  some 
days.  No  anglers  have  been  out,  and  little  prospect 
of  sport  until  trout  fishing  begins,  as  grayling  are 
quiet. — Worcester. 

'Wimbledon  Lake. — Two  fine  jack  were  caught 
here  by  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Battersea,  one  between  101b.  and 
111b.,  the  other  about  81b.  Fishing  is  now  carried  on 
as  in  the  time  of  Mr.  J.  Garlick — 2s.  6d.  jacking.  Is. 
per  rod  other  fishing ;  but  the  season  tickets  are 
reduced  to  30s.  per  year  jack  and  other  fishing  in- 
cluded, and  21s.  per  year  for  bottom  fishing,  two  rods 
allowed.  The  lake,  not  being  fished  for  the  last  three 
years  by  the  public,  should  return  good  sport,  as  Mr. 
Hourdel  took  seven  jack  in  one  day,  and  his  friend 
six,  besides  141b.  of  perch.  For  tickets,  which  are 
limited,  apply — Arthur  Newham. 

'Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire). — Frost  and 
snow  is  damping  the  ardour  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
of  fishermen.  The  number  on  the  Witham  who  tried 
roach  fishing  was  very  limited  indeed.  Those  who 
succeeded  tried  tight  corking  with  poor  results.  A 
few  pike  came  to  hand  by  live  baiting,  but  nothing 
over  51b.  Considering  the  outlook  the  Bain  has  had  a 
good  many  visitors  on  the  reaches  about  Coningsby, 
Kirkby,  and  Haltham.  One  visitor  got  a  score  of 
roach  scaling  161b.,  another  had  a  passable  lot  including 
several  over  lib.  each.  Odd  pike  have  also  been  taken 
live  baiting.  Curiously,  this  water  ahvays  fishes  well 
when  other  waters  are  icebound. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— The  opening  season  com- 
menced on  Feb.  2  for  salmon.  Anglers  may  not  have 
any  sport  for  a  week  or  so  owing  to  snow  water. 
There  should  be  a  good  show  of  early  fish.  We  have 
had  some  good  floods,  and  the  temperature  throughout 
the  winter  has  been  vernal.  Everything  augurs  well 
for  anglers  this  season. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Tforkshire).  —  I  am  pleased  to  record  an 
imprcfvement  in  sport  from  last  week.  Certainly  the 
rough  Weather  has  prevented  many  anglei-s  from 
turning  out,  but  all  our  rivers  have  cleared,  and  are 


"Consulting  THE  Fly  BOOK,"  Ify  Hal  Ludlow,  and  "Weighing 
IN  THE  Catches,"  by  W.  Hatherell.  Reproductions  of  the 
above  iJiotures  2b.  6d.  per  pair.  Nearly  out  of  print  1  Pritt's 
"Boolv  of  the  Grayling."  Large-paper  edition.  A  few  copies 
ottered  at  158.    Jackson's  "Practical  Fly  Fisher,"  7s.  6d.  All 

Eost  free.  Jhe  "  Impx-oveijl  Smeeth.Saddle  Snap.''  Being  leaded 
elow,  the  bait  always  remains  in  a  natural,  upright  position. 
Samples,  post  ffee,  ed.  each,— J.  E.  MiLLUB,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 
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now  nearly  free  from  snow  water.  I  have  had  capital 
sport  amongst  the  grayling  in  the  Yore,  and  this  fish 
is  still  in  capital  condition,  no  matter  what  some 
people  may  say  to  the  contrary.  The  Rev.  J.  Murphey 
caught  a  fine  dish  of  thirteen  between  Kilgrim  and 
Ulshaw  Bridges  on  Monday.  On  the  same  afternoon 
Uayley,  the  well-known- North-country  joctey,  had  a 
grand  lot  of  perch,  one  fine  fellow  weighing  over  1 J  lb.  and 
several  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  each;  all  were  taken  with  the 
dew  worm.  On  Wednesday  the  Rev.  J.  Murphey  andl  had 
an  enjoyable  afternoon  grayling  poUmg.  in.the  Danby 
Water,  and  caught  a  nice  dish  each.  A  few  grayling 
have  been  caught  in  the  Rlpon  streams,  the  most 
successful  rodsters  being  Mr.  Kirk  and  Mr.  Culross, 
whose  united  catch  numbered  twenty-six  fine  fish,  one 
or  two  weighing  over  lib.  each.  Roach  in  the  deeps 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough-bridge  have  not  done 
at  all  well,  and  only  few  pike  have  been  caught, 
l)ut  if  the  present  frosty  weather  continues  there 
should  be  some  sport  both  with  the  line  bait 
and  spinning — "  The  Improved  Smeeth  Saddle  Snap  " 
and  "Turner's  Humane  Live  Snap  Tackle"  are 
■splendid  tackles.  Little  has  been  done  up  the  Swale. 
Mr.  Dobby,  jNIr.  W.  Slinger,  and  other  members  of  the 
P)lack  Ox  Angling  Club  report  poor  sport  in  the  neigh- 
liourhood  of  Morton  Bridge  ;  and  both  the  Bedale 
Beck  and  the  Wiske  have  been  drawn  blank.  Some 
of  tlie  Ijeeds  anglers  have  visited  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Swale,  and  have  met  with  very  fair  sport  amongst 
tlie  roach,  dace,  etc.,  one  angler  getting  a  fine  chub  of 
4ilb.  Very  little  angling  has  taken  place  in  the 
Upper  Wharfe,  and  sport  in  Appletrewick  and  Burnsall 
disti-icts  has  been  very  uncertain,  but  as  the  river  is 
now  ill  good  condition  there  should  be  an  improvement. 
I'lic  Nidd  is  now  in  poor  trim,  but  as  the  Bradford 
Corporation  reservoir  is  now  complete  matters  will 
improve,  and  a  regular  volume  of  water  running  will 
be  all  in  favour  of  the  trout  fishermen  in  future.  The 
Harrogate  Angling  Association  keep  introducing  "  fresh 
blood  "  into  their  waters.  On  Monday  Captain  Ormrod, 
of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  delivered  2000  grand  brown 
trout  yearlings ;  they  were  all  fine,  healthy  fish,  and 
must  in  due  course  improve  the  fishing  in' the  club's 
water.  Many  of  the  Leeds  clubs  are  enlivening  the 
dull  season  with  "Socials,"  etc.  To-day  (Saturday) 
the  Burley  Waltonians  hold  theirs  in  the  St.  Mar- 
garet's School,  and  no  doubt  the  affair  will  be  a 
thorough  success.  The  Sir  Robert  Peel  Club  had  their 
annual  ball  in  the  Holbeck  Mechanics'  Institute,  this 
passing  off  with  great  eclat.  —  John  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Devero'n  (BanfiFshire).— The  rod  and  net  fishings 
on  the  river  Devcron  will  open  for  the  season  on 
Monday,  Feb.  11.  Prospects  are  not  so  encouraging 
as  they  were  in  the  middle  of  last  month.  Since  that 
time  the  weather  experienced  has  been  quite  wintry. 
Snow  has  fallen  almost  daily,  and  in  the  upper  districts 
it  lies  several  feet  deep.  Consequently  the  river,  which 
has  been  in  fine,  even  flow  throughout  the  spawning 
season,  is  now  in  flood,  and  will  continue  so  for  some 
time  to  come.  This  week  the  frost  has  been  more 
keen.  It  has  not  been  so  severe,  however,  as  to  be  of 
any  thickness  on  the  water,  and  the  lessee  of  the 
salmon  fishings  has,  as  yet,  been  unable  to  get  any  ice 
stored  for  the  packing  of  his  salmon  in  boxes  for  the 
markets.  On  the  Banffshire  coast  the  sea  is  running 
very  high,  the  wind  being  from  a  northerly  direction. 
The  net  fishermen  are  making  preparations  for.  starting 
in  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  unless  the  weather 
becomes  more  favourable  they  will  not  get  their  nets 
set.— H.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  Feb.  4  Mr.  S.  Cassau- 
Paul  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  221b.  ;  on  the  6th,  one 
of  181b.  Owing  to  the  severe  snowstorms  and  frost 
the  weather  has  been  very  much  against  fishing,  and 
lately  there  has  only  been  one  boat  out. — A.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  Portingall.— Fishing  from  the  Fortingali 
Hotel  on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  Philip  Gun,  London,  landed  a 
beautiful  salmon  of  181b. ;  on  the  23rd,  one,  201b. ;  on 
the  24th,  one,  2.31b. ;  on  the  31st,  one,  221b.  ;  Feb.  1, 
one,  2.51b. 

Nortli-East  of  Scotland.— i^verything  is  in  readi- 
ness for  the  opening  of  the  angling  season  on  the  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  Ness,  Spey,  and  bulk  of  Scottish  waters 
generally  on  Monday  morning.  Already  a  great  many 
anglers  are  in  residence,  and  on  the  "Dee,  at  least, 
there  will  be  a  very  fair  show  of  rods  on  the  opening 
day.  Should  the  frost  keep  off,  there  is  not 
much  fear  of  a  good  start  being  made  well 
up  into  the  middle  and  upper  roaches.  The 
Aboyne  reaches  are  fairly  well  let.  Mr.  Deverell 
will  fish  the  Lower  Doss  water  for  the  first  month. 
Mrs.  and  ]\riss  Pickering  retain  the  Kincardine  water, 
and  Lord  Garroch  fishes  the  Borrowstone  section.  On 
the  Ballogie  water  Messrs.  Ed.  King  and  J.  W.  Hare 
will  open  their  season,  while  Sir  John  Gladstone  again 
has  the  Upper  Blackball  and  Commonty  waters.  On 
the  Woodend  section  Mr.>  Joliff  and  Mr.  Burrows 
will  divide  the  time  between  them  from  the 
opening  onwards,  and  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson,  Capt. 
Gaskell,   and  Colonel  Leslie   Davidson   will  fish 


the  Sluie  and  Inchmarlo  waters.  On  the  Cairnton 
water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  and  party  will  be  in  at 
the  opening,  while  the  Messrs.  Meekin  have  again 
secured  the  Upper  Durriss.  On  the  Park  waters  l^Ir. 
Creorge  Davidson  and  other  two  rods  will  divide  the 
time  between  them,  while  Mr.  and  Miss  Fortescue 
will  fish  the  Kingcausio  water,  and  Mr.  Dunn  the 
Murtle  section.  Sir  Cosmo  Duff  Gordon  has  the 
IMaryculter  water,  and  the  other  beats  are  in  much 
the  same  hands.  The  Don  is  more  than  likgly  to 
command  con.siderable.  attention  this  spring,  while 
the  Deveron  is  also  said  to  be  full  of  fresh-run  fish 
right  up  to  the  free  waters  at  Huntly. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Another  snowstorm  prevailed 
over  this  part  of  the  country  on  Monday,  and  the  dales 
and  uplands  are  still  covered  with  snow.  Hard  frost 
followed  on  Monday  night,  and  has  continued  nightly. 
The  rivers  are  so  far  free  from  ice,  but  should  the  frost 
continue  until  the  end  of  the  week  it  is  probable  that 
the  quiet-running  pools  will  cake  over.  Except  the 
temperature  is  unduly  severe,  there  cannot  be  much 
harm  to  the  spawning  beds.  Practically  the  fish  are 
off  the  redds  now,  and  the  ova  safely  laid.  In  a  fort- 
night the  Border  waters  will  open  their  rod  fishing, 
and  so  far  as  can  be  judged  the  prospects  are  very  fair 
for  the  opening.  The  netting  in  the  Solway,  on  the 
English  side  only,  will  open  on  Monday.  For  a  few 
weeks  at  least  there  will  be  little  or  no  netting,  now 
that  the  drift  nets  are  not  plying  as  in  former  years. — 
Heatherbei.l. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— For  so  far  very  little  has 
been  done  on  local  waters,  the  weather  being  very  cold 
and  frosty,  and  the  streams  permeated  with  snow 
water.  There  is  a  pretty  good  stock  of  ^Ib.  and  lib. 
trout  in  Leathemstown  Dam.  The  dams  open  on 
March  1 ;  also  the  dains  at  Woodburn. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (Co.  Donegal).— Angling  operations 
began  on  1st  inst.,  but  the  weather  was  most  \m- 
favourable  and  the  river  in  mighty  flood,  and  much 
discoloured  by  the  almost  continued  falling  of  snow 
and  rain  during  the  past  week.  IMr.  T.  Crilroy  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  a  beautiful 
fresh-run  salmon  weighing  lOilb.,  on  1st  inst.  Mr. 
Gilroy  hooked  two  more  *  fresh-run  salmon,  but  un- 
fortunately lost  both  of  them.  A  fine  run  of  spring 
salmon  was  in  Bundrowes  River  during  the  past  week. 
During  the  last  nights  there  has  been  a  keen  frost, 
which  is  much  against  the  chances  of  sport  at  present 
— M.  RoGAN  k  Sons. 

Clonhur.— A  telegram  received  from  "  Allix  "  just 
as  we  go  to  press  kindly  informs  us  that  that  gentle- 
man, while  out  fishing  on  Wednesday  last,  landed  a 
pike  211b.  in  weight. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  angling  season  opened 
under  very  unfavourable  surroundings  on  Feb.  1  on 
the  Corrib,  the  river  being  impregnated  with  snow 
water.  On  Monday,  John  Lydon,  the  professional, 
killed  the  first  fish  of  the  season — a  beautiful  clean- 
run  salmon  of  18?,lb.  The  majority  of  the  season 
rods  have  now  been  taken.  On  Saturday  a  number  of 
Oughterard  anglers  were  on  Lough  Corrib  trolling  for 
trout,  and  a  good  many  fish  were  taken,  the  best  bag 
weighing  131b.,  and  others  ran  from  71b.  to  101b.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  all 
the  rivers  where  salmon  anglers  have  been  out.  On 
the  rivers  in  the  Killarney  district  salmon  are  reported 
numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation. 
The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are,  however,  much 
improved.  Spring  salmon  continue  to  arrive  in  good 
numbers,  and  all  waters  are  in  good  order.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  fishing  opened 
with  most  unfavourable  weather  on  Feb.  1— snow  and 
frosts,  which  have  continued  since ;  yet  a  good  number 
of  fish  have  been  landed,  and  with  a  change  of  weather 
excellent  sport  may  be  expected.  On  Oak  Grove 
fishery  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  Bart.,  151b.,  101b.,  101b., 
91b.,  and  Captain  Chaplin,  171b.,  121b.,  91b.,  91b. ;  on 
Innislinga,  Major  Barton,  281b. ;  on  Nadrid,  M.  Lyons, 
101b. ;  on  Cronody,  E.  Pike,  101b.,  and  R.  Dunscombe, 
101b.  ;  on  Castlelynch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  101b. ;  on  the 
Powdermill  stream,  Mr.  John  Manning,  Feb.  1,  three  : 
on  IMr.  Bass's  water  at  Carregrohane,  Captain  Berry, 
5Alb.,  Clb.,  81b.,  and  F.  H.  Bass,  101b.,  101b.,  81b. ;  at 
Maoroom  some  good  fish  were  also  taken,  including 
one  of  201b.  by  Mr.  Jim  Kelleher. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Neagh.— Pullen  netting  opened  on  Lough 
Neagh  last  Friday,  and  since  then  the  fishers  have 
been  busily  plying  their  nets  with  fair  success.  Very 
good  takes  have  been  made  all  over  the  lough. — J.  ,\.  B. 

Bloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  Co. 
Mayo). — River  falling  steadily.  A  good  number  of 
spring  salmon  have  been  taken  at  the  salmon  weirs 
averaging  121b.  Some  fair  takes  of  sea  trout  have 
been  got  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Moy. — Pat.  Hearnes. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — -4ngling  commenced 
here  on  Feb.»l  under  favourable  conditions,  the 
sport  obtained  since  the  start  not  having  been  up  to 
anticipation ;  but  the  prospects  at  time  of  writing  are 
better.  The  follov*'ing  are  details  of  the  sport  obtained 
up  to  Jlonday  last :  Feb.  1,  Major  Cresswell,  Butler's 


Arms  Hotel,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Bona,  oijo, 
9ilb. ;  .James  Ted  Sullivan,  one,  lOilb.  ;  Thomas 
Sullivan,  one,  lO^lb. ;  Michael  J.  Kelly,  one,  121b. 
Feb.  2,  Dr.  Twomey,  one,  101b.;  James  Ted  Sullivan, 
one,  1111). ;  and  Dennis  Currane,  one,  121b.  Feb.  :!, 
M.  Breiman,  one,  131b.  Feb.  4,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  one, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Toomey,  one,  101b. ;  Dennis  Currane,  one, 
101b. ;  Mr.  ISIatson,  one,  lOilb.  ;  and  Thomas  Snllivnn, 
one,  111b.  -T.  J.  D. 

West  of  Ireland.-  -The  season  opened  on  some  of 
the  Connaught  rivers  on  the  1st  inst.  Amongst  the 
rivers  which  opened  on  that  date  are  :  Corrib,  Spiddal, 
Oughterard,  Cashla,  the  Doohulla  and  Ballynahincli 
lakes  and  rivers,  Inver,  Enif,  Dawross,  Owenmoro. 
Munhim,  Burreshoole,  Ballycroy  or  C)wenduff,  Sligo. 
Drumcliffe,  CUencar  Lake,  Grange,  Ballisodare, 
Easkey,  etc.  The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is 
bright  and  chilly.  Snow  lies  on  the  mountains 
throughout  the  province. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Feb.  1.5 :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

¥r\. 

.Scarborough   

a.m. 

7.25 
p.m. 
7.43 

a.m. 

8.  1 
p.m. 

8.19 

a.m. 

8.39 
p.m. 

9.  2 

a.m. 

9.28 
p.m. 

9.  .58 

a.m. 
lu.34 
p.m. 
11.14 

a.m. 
11..5.-. 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.3+ 

p.m. 
l.ll 

0.  7 
0.22 

0.38 
0.56 

1.13 
1.34 

1.59 
2.28 

3.  1 
.3.37 

4.15 
4..54 

5.32 
6.  8 

0.  49 

1.  4 

1.20 
1.38 

1.55 
2.16 

2.41 
3.10 

3.43 
4.19 

4.57 
5..36 

6.14 
6.5U 

1.37 

2.  3 
2.26 

2.47 
3.  4 

2.29 
3.57 

4.31 

5.  7 

5.45 
6.24 

7.  2 
7.38 

3.  5 
3.20 

3.36 
3.52 

4.  9 
4.28 

,4.49 
5.13 

5.42 
C.17 

e.58 
7.42 

8.24 
9.  2 

Burnham-on-  \ 
Crouch J 

3.16 
3.31 

3.47 
4.  3 

4.20 
4.39 

5.  0 
5.24 

5.53 
6.28 

7.  9 
7.53 

8.35 
9.13 

.Southend.Sheer-'l 
ness  and  Leighl 

3.51 
4.  7 

4.23 
4.40 

4.68 
.5.17 

5.39 
6.  fi 

6.37 
7.13 

7.55 
8.38 

9.20 
10.  0 

Margate,  Broad-1 
stairs  &  Rams- > 
gate  ) 

2.54 
3.10 

3.26 
3.43 

4.  1 
4.20 

4.42 
5.  9 

5.40 
6.16 

6. 58 
7.41 

8.23 
9.  .i 

Deal  and  Dover... 

2.14 
2.30 

2.47 
3.  4 

3.22 
3.42 

4.  5 
4.31 

5.  1 
5.35 

6.12 
6.51 

7.31 
8.  9 

1.59 
2.15 

2.31 
2.48 

3.  6 

3.26 

3.49 
4.15 

4.45 
5.19 

5.. 56 
6.35 

7.15 
7.53 

Eastbourne  andl 
Brighton  ] 

2.24 
2.40 

2.57 
3.14 

3.32 
3.52 

4.15 
4.41 

5.11 
£.45 

6.22 
1 

7.41 
8.19 

2.12 
2.28 

2.45 
3.  2 

.3.21 
3.43 

4.  9 
4..39 

5.16 
5.57 

6.41 
7.26 

8.  8 
8.44 

Shoreham  and) 
Southwick  / 

2.47: 

3.  3 

2.20 
3.37 

3.55 
4.15 

4.38 
5.  4 

5.34 
6.  8 

6.45 
7.24 

8.  4 
8.42 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island/ 

2.42 
2.58 

.3.14 
3.31 

3.50 
4.11 

4.34 
6.  0 

5..33 
6.11 

6.51 
7.33 

S.14 
8.52 

9.  3 
9.18 

9.33 
9.50 

10.  9 
10.30 

10.53 
11.21 

11.56 

0.36 
1.19 

2.  2 
2.43 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  once  more  good  at  and 
around  this  station,  at  gurnard  and  whiting.  Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  however.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton, — A  few  anglers  have  gone  out  in  this 
district  occasionally,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
various  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore, — Sea  angling  continues  suspended  at 
and  around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  The  prospects  for  this 
week-end  angling  are  not  at  all  promising.  A  few  small 
whiting  still  remain  in  the  river,  but  there  are  a  great 
quantity  of  fine  sprats  and  some  very  good  flatfish. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past  week, 
and  those  who  did  go  met  with  very  poor  sport.  The 
codling  have  not  yet  put  in  an  appearance,  and  I  am 
doubtful  whether  they  will  do  so  this  season. — J. 
Weight. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  weather  being  so  very  unsettled 
nothing  has  been  done  with  rod  and  line  of  late.  This 
(Wednesday)  evening  the  wind  is  north-east,  and  a  little 
more  moderate.  Should  this  weather  continue  for 
another  couple  of  days  I  anticipate  the  fish  will  get 
into  deeper  water. — Edward  Hasoer,  Agent  B.S.A.S., 
Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Plymouth. — According  to  the  Fresh  Water  Fisheries 
Act,  trout  fishing  commences  on  Feb.  1,  but  the  con- 
servators of  the  various  rivers  in  our  district  have 
made  it  a  rule  not  to  allow  the  fishing  to  commence 
imtil  ]\Iarch  1 ;  and  I  think  this  a  very  wise  step, 
because  the  seasons  are  evidently  changing,  aud^we  do 
not  really  get  proper  winter  weather  until  nearly 
March  or  April,  whereas  some,  thirty,  years  ago  the 
old-fashioned  winter  used  to  be  at  Christmas.  ^More- 
over,  the  trout  are  not  in  such  good  condition  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year — the  cold,  frosty  weather  is  not 
conducive  to  supply  of  food.  Fishermen  are  already 
on  the  move,  and  looking  to  their  tackle  and  rod^  the 
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latter  having  splicings  aud  ferrules  examined,  and 
the  rods  given  a  good  coat  or  two  of  varnish.  Winches 
or  reels  should  have  the  slightest  touch  of  oil  in  the 
bearings — they  are  apt  to  corrode  by  laying  by  during 
the  winter,  and  the  corrosion  cuts  the  bearings  worse 
than  anything.  All  flies  on  gut  should  be  properly 
tested,  having  first  been  soaked  for  half  an  hour  in 
ttpid  water;  gut  casting  lines  should  be  served  the 
St  me  way,  and  all  defective  ones  oast  aside.  Fishing 
st  ockings  and  waders  should  be  hiing  up  to  a  beam  or 
a  nail  in  the  wall,  and  filled  up  with  water,  and  any 
small  hole  or  leak  should  be  marked  with  a  black-lead 
pencil ;  this,  when  the  stockings  are  taken  down  aud 
dried,  can  be  easily  repaired  in  the  ordinary  way.  It 
is  a  good  plan,  also,  to  scrape  some  albo-carbon  in  the 
leaves  of  the  fly-book,  and  also  in  the  pockets  :  this 
will  prevent  the  moth  from  laying  its  eggs,  and  obviate 
much  damage.  I  do  not  think  we  shall  commence  the 
season  with  a  lack  of  water — we  have  had  a  fairly  wet 
time  ever  since  the  fishing  closed  last  year. — Wili.iam 
Heaedek. 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  lately  on  fine  days  between  the  rough  weather. 
Small  bass  are  numerous,  also  flounders,  and  several 
good  catches  have  been  made.  There  are  also  a  few 
large  eels  being  caught.  Prospects  at  present  are  very 
fair.—"  Gbey  Mcllett." 

  (East  Pier). — ilr.  Tanton  has  had  some 

very  good  catches  of  small  bass  and  flounders,  fishing 
from  the  yachts'  landing.  Several  other  anglers  have 
gone  home  with  light  hearts  and  heavy  creels. 
Prospects  for  next  few  days  fair,  and  if  the  weather 
holds  we  should  have  some  good  catches  to  report. — 
"  Gbey  Mullett." 

Valentia. — Though  the  weather  has  been  very  cold 
good  sport  has  been  had  in  different  departmests  at 
and  around  this  station.  Weather  finer  and  prospects 
better  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 


1Report6  from  Clubs, 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  not  later 
than  First  Post  on  Thursday  Morning. 


Anglees'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  committee 
will  meet  at  8  p.m.  and  general  committee  at  8.4.5  p.m. 
on  Monday  next,  Feb.  11. — E.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec 

Anglees'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting  List). 
— My  next  visit  is  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland  Angling 
Society,  Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Feb.  18.  The  Anglers' 
Association  delegate  night,  so  all  delegates  please  make 
note,  and  let  us  see  you  there,  if  only  to  have  your 
esteemed  society  represented.  Look  out  for  the 
Clissold  Anglers'  Society  date  of  a  Bohemian  smoker — 
a  treat  in  store. — Ben  Abeahams. 

Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association,  '2, 
Bridge  View,  Abingdon.— A  fine  pike  of  141b.  was  taken 
in  Sutton  Pool  last  Saturday.  At  a  recent  peg-down 
competition,  held  in  Nuneham  Reach,  a  trout  of  14in. 
was  caught  with  a  worm  in  nearly  dead  water.  It  was 
of  course  returned  after  inspection.  The  water  here 
has  been  in  splendid  condition,  but  the  fish  are  not 
on. — H.  Waltee  Harding. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
At  our  meeting  held  on  Feb.  6  it  was  decided  to  get 
our  business  over  by  9.4-5  p.m.  on  13th,  and  go  over  to 
the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  and  arrange  a  friendly 
match  if  possible  with  them  for  a  supper.  All  members 
to  be  at  the  above  at  8.4.5  to  pay  in  contributions,  so 
as  to  enable  us  to  get  off  early.  Mr.  Harris  had  chub 
and  dace  from  Thames,  largest  dace  over  7ioz. 
Several  other  members  had  fish. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury,  had  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  weighed  in 
fish  on  Feb.  3.  We  have  an  outing  to  Burnt  Mill  on 
Feb.  10 — members  please  note  from  Burnt  Mill  Loch  to 
Harlow-road  Bridge  ;  tow-path  only  ;  all  to  get  out  at 
Burnt  Mill  and  return  to  same  station. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  Feb.  3 
Mr.  Millar  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  roach.  Our 
prize  outing  for  February  is  postponed  from  Feb.  10 
till  Feb.  24.  Absent  members  please  note. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Several  members  were 
fishing  last  week,  but  only  Mr.  J.  Jones  weighed 
roach  from  Thames,  securing  a  lapsed  prize.  At 
weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen., 
presided,  supported  by  a  numerous  company.  Letter 
received  from  Friendship  Angling  Society  inviting 
members  to  attend  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  11,  at  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  High-street,  Shoreditch.  No 
doubt  many  will  attend  in  order  to  testify  their  great 
esteem  for  Mr.  Levein.  Letter  of  thanks  and  receipt 
produced  for  donation  sent  to  the  Tompkins  benefit. 
It  was  agreed  to  go  to  Shiplake  on  Feb.  10  for  monthly 
outing.   Three  prizes,  also  lapsed  one  in  addition. — W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W,— Our  next  outing  wil 


take  place  .on  Feb.  17  in  the  river  Arun ;  hank  only. 
In  conjunction  with  this  match  there  will  be  three 
consolation  jrrizes.  Mr.  C.  Dejonge  gave  his  report 
from  the  Central  Association.  Our  annual  match 
with  the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  will  take 
place  on  March  3.— ,A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Bros.  Anglini;  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  following  weighed  in  on 
Feb.  3 — Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  roach  ;  Spider,  roach ;  Mr.  J. 
Wigley,  bream.  Will  all  members  kindly  turn  up  next 
week  and  support — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfhiars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Several  members  out  on  the  3rd,  Mr. 
Fish  having  a  grand  show  of  roach,  several  up  to  ^Ib., 
largest  lib.  4oz.  Our  February  series  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  at  Pulborough  on  the  10th  ;  start  London 
Bridge  8.30. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenhuim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in :  Mr.  Wilkins,  chub 
and  roach ;  and  IMr.  Wilson,  roach.  Four  of  our 
members  and  myself  spent  a  verj'  enjoyable  evening 
at  the  Carlton  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit.  We  fish 
a  subscription  match  on  March  4  at  Bourne  End. 
Further  particulars  in  my  next.  The  match  with  the 
Allason  United  is  still  in  abeyance. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloojisbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C— On  Feb.  3  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stocker,  Mr.  J.  Drew,  and  INIr.  J.  Roach  weighed  in 
roach  :  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  perch.  The  quarterly  peg- 
down  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  10,  at  Cookham, 
when  we  fish  for  three  prizes  under  the  usual  con- 
ditions. On  Feb.  25  we  have  a  grand  smoking  concert 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  on  which 
occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes, 
faced  by  Mr.  J.  Drew.  Our  able  musical  directors, 
Messrs. "j.  Morrell  and  F.  S.  Parett,  have  arranged  an 
excellent  programme,  which  I  trust  secretaries  will  do 
their  best  to  dispose  of. — T.  Pateenostee. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.— On  Feb.  3 
Mr.  E.  Papworth  weighed  in  roach,  saving  us  a  blank. 
Our  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  10,  at  Hatfield  Peverel ; 
usual  conditions. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westbourno 
Park. — Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  only  four 
members  attended  the  meeting  called,  consequently 
there  was  not  a  quorum.  Members  are  again  reminded 
of  the  outing  at  Pangbourne  on  Feb.  24,  and  unless 
their  subscriptions  are  paid  they  will  not  be  eligible  to 
fish  for  prizes. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — Messrs.  Weldhen  and 
Carvil  won  the  first  aud  second  prizes  in  the  punt 
outing  on  Feb.  3  at  Twickenham.  A  pegged-down 
match  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  24  ;  members 
and  friends  are  reminded  not  to  forget  our  smoker  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  13. — W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Feb.  3  we  had  a  blank,  though 
it  was  not  for  the  want  of  trying.  Don't  forget  our 
A.B.S.  concert  on  the  13th,  when  I  hope  it  will  be 
fully  appreciated. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  takes  of  fish  were  rather 
small  on  the  3rd,  INIessrs.  Taylor,  Fuller,  Mann,  Parker, 
Elsley,  and  Gill  showing  jack.  Our  return  visit  on 
the  Anglers'  Association  list  takes  place  on  Feb.  19, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a  fair  muster  from  those  clubs 
who  have  promised  to  turn  up  on  that  occasion. 
Members  are  reminded  that  last  Wednesday  was 
quarterly  night.  We  hope  to  see  a  big  muster  next 
week  to  make  final  arrangements  for  our  outing  to 
Bourne  End  on  Feb  17. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  only  member  to  weigh  in 
on  the  3rd  inst.  was  W.  Fenyers,  roach,  who  saved  the 
club  a  blank.  Will  give  conditions  of  next  match  at 
Staines  on  the  17th  inst.  in  next  week's  Gazette.  We 
had  a  bumper  return  visit  on  Jan.  31 — only  eight  clubs 
represented,  but  we  had  a  good  number  of  brother 
anglers  and  friends  present.  On  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris 
opening  the  A.B.S.  box  it  was  found  to  contain 
£1  lis.  6d.,  making  a  total  of  H'i  J.ls.  Gd.  in  nine 
months.  We  had  some  excellent  songs  during  the 
evening  by  Messrs.  T.  Ambridge.  Clark,  W.  Payers, 
Parker,  Flight,  Duncan,  Adams,  Barker,  G.  Chandler, 
A.  Webb,  Bryan,  and  Walker.  Mr.  C.  Chaplais  (hon. 
sec.  Blenheim  A.S.)  was  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  G. 
King  (Elgin  A.S.)  A  successful  meeting  was  due  to 
the  efforts  of  these  and  other  gentleman  whose  songs 
helped  us  to  spend  an  enjoyable  evening. — W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Our  thir- 
teenth day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Feb.  17  at  Beading 
for  six  prizes.  Roving,  tow-path  only.  Train  from 
Clapham  8.45,  returning  from  Reading  7.45. — G.  T. 
Jameson,  Sec. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — There  was  a  good  show  of 
fish  on  the  tray  on  Feb.  3,  when  the  February  compe- 
tition for  four  prizes  was  decided.  Mr.  Gosbourne, 
with  a  nice  show  of  bream,  first ;  Mr,  J.  Pasmore, 


jack,  second;  Mr.  H.  Crowthoi',  jack,  third;  J\Ir. 
Bailey,  roach  (one  fish  scaling  lib.  5oz.),  fourth. — F. 
Bailey. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  I'nited  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  will  bo  to  the  Great  Northern 
Brothers'  .\ngling  Society,  Robin  Hood,  Southampton- 
street,  Kinj;"s  (  'loss,  on  Monday,  Feb.  11. — F.  Castell. 

Clissolu  A\(;i.iNi;  Su(_  ii;iv,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Some  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Feb.  3,  and  succeeded  in  catching  fish- 
namely,  Mr.  C.  Farmer,  a  nice  show  of  roach,  Mr.  C. 
W.  Keen,  roach,  Mr.  A.  Coulson  also  had  some  nice 
roach.  We  have  settled  the  boundary  of  our  match  : 
it  is  to  be  from  Ware  Loch  to  Engine  House.  All 
to  go  first  train  on  morning  of  match,  Feb.  17.  No 
member  will  be  allowed  to  compete  [unless  he  is  clear 
— within  the  limit — on  the  books.  To  cease  fishing 
at  five  o'clock  ;  siguul  w  ill  be  given  by  E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cor.DEN  Anoi.im,  S(icii:i\,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — Jfr.  Haxter  had  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
eight  chub  (171b.  So/,.)  (r.  Percival  had  a  jack 

51b.  15oz.,  a  nice-conditioned  fisli.  Will  members 
please  note  that  there  is  a  slight  alteration  in  our 
next  match — Feb.  17,  roving  between  Bourne  End 
Railway  Bridge  and  Cookham  Lock :  two  rods,  all  fish 
weigh.  Go  down  by  the  8.43  train  from  Westbourne 
Park  to  Cookham  ;  register  names  on  arrival  at  the 
White  Hart.  Register  fish  at  the  White  Hart  not 
later  than  G.30,  and  return  from  .Cookham  by  the 
7.50  train.  Mr.  Harry  Lunt  ha  ;  given  an  extra  prize 
— a  box  of  cigars — making  sixteen  prizes  to  be  competed 
for.  Will  members  muster  strongly  on  Tuesday  next, 
as  conditions  of  the  second  club  match  will  be  arranged? 
Date  of  second  club  match,  March  3. — A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  On  Feb.   3  Mr. 

F.  Beames  had  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  5|oz.  from  the 
Thames.  Mr.  E.  Elsey  weighed  in  roach ;  Mr.  C. 
Poole,  dace ;  Mr.  G.  Gooding,  jack ;  Mr.  A.  Elsey, 
perch.  Hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  the  10th,  when 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge  will  give  his  reading  on  the  river 
Wey.  Hearty  welcome  to  all.  9  p.m.  sharp.  Members 
please  note  that  the  library  has  now  been  started.^ — F. 

P.  SOEGE. 

Cosy  Anglinci  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  Feb.  8  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed  in  jack,  and  Mr.  J.  White  roach  and 
dace. — J.  White. 

Ceown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell. — Mr.  Macdonnell  won  first  prize 
at  Wraysbury  on  Feb.  3  with  dace.  Mr.  H.  Haines 
showed  roach  on  the  same  date,  but  caught  on  the 
Saturday.  I  hope  to  see  members  muster  strongly  on 
Wednesday  next  to  arrange  final  details  of  our  concert 
which  takes  place  on  Fel).  18. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  Feb.  3  very  few 
members  were  out,  but  Mr.  T.  Swain  saved  a  blank 
with  a  few  roach.  On  Feb.  5  the  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a  supper,  placed  on  the  table  by  hostess 
S.  Smith  in  fa  very  satisfactory  manner.  After  the 
removal  of  the  cloth  several  members  obliged  with  a 
very  good  selection  of  songs,  but  the  best  turn  of  the 
evening  was  Mr.  H.  Poore,  who  introduced  a  very  fine 
specimen  of  a  fish  called  the  phonograph,  which  gave 
special  satisfaction  to  those  present.  Members  please 
attend  on  Tuesday,  the  12th— important  business  will 
be  brought  forward. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  Feb.  3  we 
fished  a  private  match  at  Cookham  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
Fathers,  first ;  Hunt,  second  ;  Lane,  third  ;  Targett, 
fourth ;  Fletcher,  fifth ;  and  Millett,  sixth,  leaving 
six  more  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  10. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
)iam. — The  postponed  concert  and  supper  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  13.— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Eahlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  outing  arranged  for  Feb.  10  is 
postponed  for  more  favourable  weather,  but  can 
arrange  a  new  date  next  Tuesday  if  suitable.  Will 
members  kindly  support  the  Tuesday  meetings,  the 
attendance  lately  not  being  at  all  satisfactory.  One 
of  our  members,  G.  E.  Fulton,  fishing  at  Staines  with 

G.  Osman,  landed  a  jack,  51b.  13oz.,  besides  several 
others. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  members  fished 
for  prizes  at  Shiplake  on  the  3rd  inst.,  but  only  five 
were  taken  by  the  following :  W.  Hellens,  first ; 
Stinton,  second  ;  T.  Hanson,  third  ;  Haines,  fourth  ; 
Whitmore,  fifth.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  Feb.  16.  To  go  where  they  like.  All  start  on 
the  morning.— R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Mitre  Hotel, 
London  Street,  Greenwich.— On  Feb.  6  Mr.  Wade 
gave  his  lantern  lecture  at  the  club-house  entitled 
"  Fishing  and  Holiday  Resorts  on  the  South  Eastern 
Railway,"  Mr.  Dowsett,  our  president,  in  the  chair. 
The  lecture  was  listened  to  with  great  pleasure  by 
those  present,  and  at  the  close  Mr.  Wade  was,  on  the 
motion  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by  il.  Marshall, 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  kindness  in 


m 


February  9,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


101 


giving  the  lecture,  to  which  Mr.  Wade  suitaljly 
replied.  The  views  i^rojected  ou  the  screen  wore — 
"  Snapshots  taken  of  Sea-trout  Fishing  in  America," 
by  Mr.  Igglesden,  '•  Pishing  in  Hythe  Canal,"  "  The 
Wey  at  Shalford,"  and  "  The  Stour  at  f'rrove  Ferry." 
Photos  of  our  club's  chairman,  Messrs.  jNledcalf, 
Elsmore,  Mackrill,  "  Old  Isaak,"  "  Dragnet,"  etc., 
were  shown,  also  a  group  of  the  Greenwich  anglers. 
After  the  lecture  we  had  a  smoker,  in  which  IMessrs. 
Knight,  Putner,  C.  Taylor,  and  others  gave  some 
excellent  songs.  After  the  toast  of  our  chairman  and 
president  the  meeting  broke  up  at  midnight.  Mr. 
Church  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  domestic 
bereavement.  Mr.  Holte,  out  with  G.  Osman,  caught 
three  pike,  largest  6Jlh. — J.  D. 

H.«lElesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— Since  last  report  Mr.  Ide  weighed 
in  171b.  13oz.  of  jack.  Only  one  prize  was  taken  in 
our  last  match,  the  fortunate  member  being  Mr.  Boffie. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  see  a  good  attendance  of  members 
next  paeeting  night,  so  as  to  arrange  about  prizes  not 
taken,  and  also  to  hear  any  suggestions  as  to  the  last 
match  of  the  season. — E.  S.  C. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — There  is  but 
little  to  report  as  regards  takes  ;of  fish  this  week, 
although  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders  has  relieved  the 
monotony  with  a  nice  pike  of  141b.  IJoz.  just  before 
the  snow  came. — E.  Wymee. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
Wednesday  next,  Feb.  13,  to  arrange  for  our  concert, 
which  was  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  Queen.  On  Jan.  30  Messrs.  A.  Clayton  and 
T.  Johnson  weighed  in  a  good  take  of  roach,  several 
being  over  lib.  On  Feb.  1  Mr.  F.  Hawes  met  with 
good  sport  at  Henley.  Among  several  jack  there  were 
fish  of  71b.  and  4ilb.— A.  C.  Clayton. 

HOUNSLOW   AND  ISLEWORTH  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — Since  my 
last  report  four  new  members  have  been  elected.  Not 
many  fish  have  been  taken,  but  a  few  members  have 
catches  to  their  credit — namely,  Mr.  Brougham,  some 
good  roach,  largest  lib. ;  Mi.  W.  F.  Morgan,  a  brace  of 
jack ;  and  IMessrs.  John  IMorgan  and  Whenmaii,  very 
fair  takes  of  dace  from  the  tideway.  Our  pike  compe- 
tition takes  place  on  Feb.  16,  17,  and  18.  Three 
))rizes,  for  specimen  fish  only. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road.— On  Feb.  3  INIr.  McCrrath 
weighed  in  dace,  and  Mr.  Cnllett  perch.  On  Feb.  5 
our  balance-sheet  was  passed,  and  after  that  an  outing 
for  nine  prizes  was  proposed ;  they  are  to  be  fished  for 
at  Harlow  on  Feb.  17,  start  by  the  first  train,  and  by 
mutual  consent  from  the  White  Horse  ;  show  fish  at 
the  White  Horse  at  C,  club-room  at  10,  and  weigh 
at  10.30.  The  boundary  will  be  from  Sawbridgeworth 
to  Burnt  Mill, .  roving.  Will  members  please  note 
that  there  is  an  adjournment  of  the  general  meeting 
for  next  Tuesday,  Feb.  12,  and  all  members  not 
present  at  9.30  will  be  fined. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  Feb.  3  :  Mr.  Wilkes,  151b.  2i^oz.  bream  ;  Mr. 
.  Benny,  81b.  ioz.  bream  ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Howard^  roach ;  Mr.  Reeves,  roach.  Others  were 
out,  but  had  no  sport.  T.  Musk  was  balloted  in. 
Mr.  T.  White  gave  a  very  nice  silver  albert  and  seal  as 
.■^  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach  taken  at  the  match  at 
/  Shiplake.  A  Bohemian  concert  will  take  place  at  the 
above  house  ki  aid  of  the  river  restocking  fund. 
Chairman,  Mr.  Croker ;  vice,  Mr.  Howard.  Musical 
director,  Mr.  J.  Burwash ;  tylers,  Mr.  Benny  and 
Mr.  Grose.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  "sharp. 
Ladies  specially  invited.  Admission  by  programme. — 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — We 
compete  for  three  .special  prizes  on  Feb.  10  at  Ship- 
lake,  and  for  three  ditto  on  the  following  Wednesday, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  It  has  been  arranged 
to  have  a  tripe  supper  on  Feb.  20.  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  SociETi-,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  we 
have  had  four  shows  of  fish  weighed  in.  Messrs. 
Bence  and  Redington  had  roach  from  the  Thames  ; 
Messrs.  Moody  and  Giles  also  weighed  in  some  very 
good  jack.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance  at  our 
match  at  Taplow  on  Feb.  10.— G.  Bence. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  Sun  Hotel, 
_  Kingston-on-Thames.  —  The  chub  competition  has 
now  been  arranged  for  March  2,  3,  and  4;  Feb.  9, 
.  10,  and  11,  for  perch  ;  Feb.  23,  24,  and  25,  for  pike  ; 
and  March  9,  10,  and  11,  for  dace.  Conditions:  All 
are  confined  to  the  Thames ;  no  professional  allowed 
to  assist ;  one  rod  only.  Members  must  in  each  case 
advise  me,  previous  to  the  competition,  which  day  they 
intend  to  fish.  Weigh  in  8  p.m.  to  9  p.m.— Fred 
Little  WOOD. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— Notwith- 
standing the  inclement  state  of  the  weather,  we  had  a 


very  representative  attendance  of  members  at  our 
general  monthly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  5,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  was  gone  through  relative 
to  the  future  governing  of  the  association.  Four  new 
members  were  elected,  and  it  looks  very  probable  that 
our  limitation  in  numerical  strength  will  be  reached 
prior  to  the  opening  of  the  trout  season.  During  the 
year  we  shall  endeavour  to  embody  in  our  reports 
items  which  will  doubtless  be  interesting  and  useful  to 
your  numerous  readers,  especially  those  who  may 
intend  visiting  any  of  the  waters  in  which  our  members 
may  have  plied  the  gentle  art  during  the  preceding 
week.  On  a  record  being  made  in  the  minutes 
expressing  deep  regret  and  grief  at  the  demise  of  her 
late  Majesty  our  beloved  Queen  Victoria,  a  death-like 
stillness  foil  upon  the  meeting,  and  the  hearts  of  all 
pi'eseut  were  touched  by  the  solemn  and  profound 
silence  which  prevailed  during  the  recording  of  this 
humble  tribute  of  love  and  respect. — March  Brown. 

IjIverpool  City  Anglinc;  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — Owing  to  liad  weather 
being  against  a  good  attendance  at  our  last  meeting, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  adjourn  same.  IMembers 
are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night,  as  the 
match  fixtures,  etc.,  for  ensuing  year  still  remain  to 
be  settled.  Several  new  members  were  enrolled. 
Weather  permitting,  weeding  operations  are  to  be 
commenced  on  our  Bromborough  waters  this  Satur- 
day (Feb.  9).  Members  willing  to  assist  will  be  very 
acceptable. — Roach  Pole. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society',  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe 
Lane,  E.G. — The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  society 
will  take  place  on  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  9,  at  seven 
o'clock.  Hope  to  see  a  very  good  muster.  —  Sid. 
Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Feb.  3  four 
prizes  were  taken,  and  following  members  were  suc- 
cessful with  a  nice  show  of  roacB:  Messrs.  Hart, 
fourth;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  fifth;  J.  Eaton,  sixth;  and 
W.  Carter,  seventh.  Mr.  Richards,  sen.,  out  of  the 
match.  Weigh  in  chub.  On  Feb.  10  members  can  go 
where  they  please  for  remaining  prize.  All  members  to 
start  on  the  morning  onl}'. — G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
20,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Feb.  3  Mr.  W.  E. 
Nayler  had  41b.  7oz.  chub,  roach,  and  dace ;  Messrs. 

G.  Cartwright,  J.  W.  Naylor,  and  T.  Coates  had  jack, 
perch,  and  roach  respectively.  On  Tuesday  we  elected 
a  new  working  member,  Mr.  Thompson.  Our  next 
concert  will  take  place  on  Feb.  19,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  any  anglers  who  would  care  to  come ; 
their  privilege  card  will  be  sufficient  to  admit  them. 
Those  having  programmes  will  kindly  keep  them,  as 
there  will  be  no  alteration  through  the  postponement — 
all  the  artists  have  kindly  consented  to  fulfil  their 
engagements  just  the  same  as  for  the  January  concert. 
The  committee  meet  on  Friday  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown, 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — A.  Birch 
and  T.  Nagle  weighed  in  jack.  Our  outing  on  Feb.  3 
was  a  failure.  We  compete  again  on  Feb.  10  at  Long 
Weir  Bridge  to  Hoe  Mill,  Maldon.  Show  fish  in  the 
Welcome  Sailor.  It  has  been  proposed  to  go  out  on 
Feb.  17,  providing  we  are  successful  on  Sunday.  All 
members  please  turn  up  early  on  W^ednesday  and 
adjourn  to  the  Cambridge  Heath.  A  Bohemian 
Smoking  Concert. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — On  Feb.  3  Mr.  J.  Reitz  saved  us  from 
a  blank  with  a  few  nice  perch.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  at  our  roving  match,  which  takes  place  on 
Feb.  10,  from  Hampton  Court  Bridge  to  Sunbury  Lock. 
— H.  Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — I  must  ask 
members  to  attend  special  meeting  on  Feb.  12,  as  an 
item  of  great  importance  is  down  for  discussion.  The 
February  series  of  prizes  takes  place  on  the  17th  inst., 
in  the  tideway  from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Tedding- 
ton  Loch,  tow-path  only.  Prizes  given  by  Messrs. 
Cornish,  Ilsley,  and  Poole. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phosnix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Will  members  please  attend 
to  arrange  last  outing  of  the  season  ? — R.  C. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Feb.  3  Messrs.  Trotter, 
Lougland,  Lewis,  and  Pope  weighed  in.  We  were 
fairly  represented  at  our  last  meeting  night,  and  a  deal 
of  business  was  transacted.  Will  members  kindly 
make  an  effort  to  attend  next  meeting  night. — J. 
Gibbons. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Club,  Grafton  Arms, 
Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — Owing  to  the  state 
of  the  weather,  our  outing  to  Pangbourne  has  been 
postponed  until  Feb.  24. — W.  Alois. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross. — Since  last  report  the  follow- 
ing have  weighed  in  :  Mr.  A.  Brent,  roach,  dace;  Mr. 

H.  Allan,  roach,  bream ;  Mr.  F.  Page,  perch,  dace  ; 
Mr.  W.  E.  Page,  dace  ;  Mr.  S.  Cooper,  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Leighton,  roach,  bream.  We  fish  our  February  series  of 
prizes  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  10,  first  train  8,15  Waterloo  ; 


all  to  return  by  the  5  p.m.  The  next  return  visit  of 
South  London  clubs  will  take  place  at  the  above  ou 
Feb.  19  ;  Mr.  W.  Davis,  chairman. — J.  T.  Leighton. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — A  good  number  of  our  members 
were  out  on  iPeb.  3.  I^Ir.  W.  Woodford  weighed  in 
roach  and  dace.  Will  members  please  attend  on 
Friday  next,  Feb.  8  ;  balance-sheet  and  other  important 
business. — W.  Bt. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Tilartin-street,  Stratford,  E. — We  had  very  poor  sport 
in  our  match  with  the  Canning  Town,  only  one 
member  of  the  two  clubs  having  fish.  The  return 
match  will  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  Feb.  10, 
after  which  wo  have  a  supper  at  the  Sportsman's  Arms. 
Mr.  Simmons  had  a  nice  chub  on  the  2nd,  31b.  2Joz. — 
G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  the  only 
member  to  weigh  in  was  Mr.  Holmes,  two  jack, 
101b.  lOioz.— C.  E.  Lock. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — On  Feb.  3  the  takes  were  small. 
Members  please  notice  the  match  which  should  have 
taken  place  on  Feb.  10  is  postponed  till  Feb  17.  !Mr. 
W.  Winks  has  increased  our  prize  list. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  very  quiet  meeting. 
Delegate  gave  report  from  the  Central  Association. 
There  being  no  specimen  fish  on  Feb.  3,  the  outing  will 
be  continued  on  Feb.  10  ;  go  where  you  like,  excepting 
private  waters.  Members  don't  forget  Feb,  6  (quarterly 
night).  A  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place 
at  the  above  on  Feb.  27,  all  members  and  friends 
cordially  invited. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamstow  Brothers,  Essex  Arms,  Forest- 
road,  Walthamstow. — An  outing  to  Ware  was  a  great 
success,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Our  president,  Mr, 
B.  Hellwig,  took  first  prize  with  two  nice  jack, 
Mr.  W.  Osment  was  second  with  21b.  12ioz.  roach, 
Mr.  Rumble  third  with  21b.  ll|oz.  roach,  Mr.  Poore 
fourth  21b.  4oz.  roach,  Mr.  G.  Osment  fifth,  roach, 
Mr.  J.  Howell  sixth,  roach. — M.  Schocke. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brook,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Jan.  31  the  Whist  Club, 
held  at  the  above  house,  had  their  annual  dinner. 
After  partaking  of  the  very  palatable  fare  provided  they 
kindly  invited  the  angling  club  to  their  concert,  and, 
as  most  of  our  members  belong  to  the  whist  club,  we 
subsequently  closed  the  club  and  adjourned  to  their 
very  enjoyable  concert,  Mr.  V.  Mears,  the  landlord  of 
the  above  house,  and  Mr.  H.  Taylor,  their  secretary, 
taking  the  chair  at  intervals.  The  concert,  at  which 
some  of  our  members  helped,  was  greatly  appreciated, 
and  the  thanks  for  vocal  assistance  rendered  closed 
the  very  pleasant  evening. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Anc4Linct  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Owing  to  last 
outing  resulting  in  a  blank,  the  February  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  Feb.  10  at  King's  Laugley.  Train  leaves 
Euston  Station  at  9  a.m.  Members  being  at  Vauxhall 
Station  by  8.15  a.m.  will  be  picked  up  by  our  worthy 
member  Mr.  Papworth,  so  there  is  a  good  chance  to 
attend  in  force.  — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  outing  to  Gookham  on  Feb.  3 
only  one  prize  was  taken — by  Mr.  Kenn,  with  roach  ; 
Mr.  Dessert  and  Mr.  G.  Bateux  also  had  fish.  We 
fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  on  Feb.  10,  same  place 
and  conditions. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society^.  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Feb.  3,  in  the 
jack  match,  only  one  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Forster 
Turner ;  the  other  three  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  at 
the  same  place  on  Feb.  10.  Messrs.  Homer,  Pethurst. 
and  Pearson  all  weighed  in  roach. — R.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Anglinc;  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — On  Jan.  30  we  had  our 
return  visit  and  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. ; 
thirteen  clubs  were  represented.  On  the  box  being 
opened  it  contained  the  sum  of  Ml  10s.  During  the 
evening  the  following  contributed  to  the  harmony  : 
Messrs.  W.  E.  Beaumont,  J.  A.  Allen,  T.  Hancock. 
A.  Langton,  W.  Perry,  and  a  host  of  others.  On 
Feb.  21 :  W.  Butler,  dace  ;  H.  Walton,  roach  ;  W.  E. 
Beaumont,  three  jack,  heaviest  fish  71b.,  from  the 
Lea. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Horsell. — Water  has  been  in  good  condition,  and  a 
few  roach  have  been  taken,  but  no  very  big  ones.  We 
have  succeeded  in  taking  a  few  small  perch  fi'om  the 
side  streams,  and  replaced  them  in  the  Wey,  where  we 
hope  they  will  have  a  good  chance  of  growing  into  two- 
poiuiders.  We  have  had  a  nasty  fall  of  snow,  and  1 
am  much  afraid  it  will  upset  our  fishing  for  some 
time. — Weyside  Wanderer. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society-,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.  —  On  Jan.  27 
the  following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  W.  Davis,  roach  ; 
F.  Gresswell,  roach  and  bream;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  jack, 
roach,  chub,  and  bream.  On  the  3rd  inst.  F.  Cresswell, 
jack  161b.,  largest  81b.  5Joz. ;  W^  Davis,  roach,  largest 
15oz. ;  W.  Brown,  roach:  H.  Taylor,  chub  and  roach. 
—J.  R.  Howcroft. 
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Ye  Old  Clapham  Rovers"  Angling  Society. 
The  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — A  few  members 
were  out  ou  Feb.  3,  but  only  Mr.  Wvatt  weighed  in 
fish,,  taking  first  prize,  which  he  gave  back  to  the  club 
to  be  competed  for  again.  Our  next  meeting  takes 
place  on  Feb.  17  at  Shepperton.  Will  members  attend 
on  next  Tuesday  to  elect  new  member  and  settle  other 
business. -tF.  Tayloe. 


Jingling  ^itfitrcs. 

Pebmary  10. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
Amiciable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Staines. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Battersea  Friendly  ;  Cup  match  at  Reading. 
Blackfriars  ;  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Clifton  :  Outing. 

(  'olling^vood :  Reading  by  Mr.  J.  Deplidge  on  the 

River  Wey. 
Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Good  intent ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Hounslow  and  Isleworth  :  Pike  competition, 
Izaak  Walton  :  Outing, 
.Jubilee:  Match  at  Taplow. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Park  :  Match  at  Hampton. 
St.  Albans :  Visit. 
Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Marlow. 
Stratford :  Match. 

Twickenham  Piscatorials  ;  Prize  outing. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
Walham  Green:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wellington  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 
Wenlook  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
February  11. 

Anglers'  Association  :   Jleeting  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Friendship  :  A.B.S.  concert,  and  lantern  lecture  bv 
W.  J.  Wade. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf. 

Royal  Oak  :  Benefit  Concert. 
February  12. 

Sej-mour  Brothers  :  Smoking  Concert. 
February  13. 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Concert. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Eagle :  Concert. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing  to  Shiplake. 


Feb.  17. — Battersea  Friendly :  Match. 
,,    17. — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 
„    17. — Camden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
„    17. — Carlton  :  Match  at  Staines. 
,,"17. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Reading. 
„    17. — Clissold  :  Outing. 
,,    17, — Cobden  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

17,  18,  19.— Hounslow:  Pike  Competition. 
,,    17. — Hoston  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
,,    17. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Prize  Outing. 
,,    17. — Waggoners :  Match. 

„    17. — Ye  Olde  Clapham    Rovers:    Match  at 
Shepperton. 

„    18. — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  Meeting. 
,,    18.— Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
„    18. — Islington  Brothers  :  Re-stocking  Concert. 
,,    18. — Original  Alexandra  :  Supper. 

19. — Camden:  Visit. 
,,    19. — Good  Intent:  Annual  Supper. 
„    19. — Oglander  :  Concert. 
„    20.— B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Dr.  Patterson. 
,i    21. — Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  Dinner. 
,)    24. — Amicable  Waltonian. 
,,    24. — Burlington  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
■,,-  24. — Cambridge  Friendly :  Match  at  Windsor. 
,,    24. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
„    24. — Lincoln  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
„    24. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
„    25. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 
,,    27.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 
„    27.— Walham  Green  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 


THE  BLACKWATER,  CO.  CORK. 

Theee  is  yet  a  hope  for  the  Blackwater,  Co.  Cork- 
once  one  of  the  best  salmon  rivers  in  Ireland.  The 
Earl  of  Warwick  has  agreed  to  become  liable  to  pay 
the  Messrs.  Foley,  lessees  of  the  Lismore  Weir,  the 
sum  of  £500  for  opening  the  weir,  killing  hatch,  etc., 
for  the  free  passage  of  salmon  during  the  months 
of  February,  March,  and  April.  It  is  understood  that 
his  lordship  invited  subscriptions  from  other  fishery 
proprietors  along  the  Blackwater  Valley,  but  the  reply 
was  by  no  means  enthusiastic.  The  "  Queen's  Gap  " 
on  Lismore  Weir  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  litigation. 

J.  A.  B. 


ULSTER  ANGLERS"  ASSOCLVTTON. 


The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  wliich  has  only 
been  established  in  Belfast  for  a  short  time,  has  made 
good  progress,  as  it  now  musters  some  sixty  mcmbors, 
and  bids  fair  to  attain  a  membership  of  one  hundred. 
At  the  annual  meeting,  held  lately  at  Ye  Okie  Castle, 
the  following  oflicefs  were  elected  for  1901-2  :  :Mr. 
S.  R.  Agnew,  president ;  Messrs.  R.  B.  Andrews,  .Tamos 
Megamuty,  T.  W.  Braithwaite,  and  A.  Meenan,  vice- 
presidents  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  secretary ;  Mr. 
S.  G.  Taylor,  assistant  secretary ;  Mr.  James  IMurray, 
treasurer ;  and  a  committee  of  Messrs.  Kemiett, 
Longhead,  Scott,  Mulholland,  Scully,  Heanev,  Taylor, 
T.  Smith,  T.  Smith  jun..  Hunter,  J.  A. 'Barlowe, 
Miller,  Boston,  Fogarty,  and  Robinson.  At  the 
dinner  which  followed,  the  toast  of  "  The  Angling 
Press  "  was  given  by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  reiilicd  toby 
Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe. 


Review  of  Last  Season's  Sport  at 

Ar.TNACEALGACit,  SUTHERLAND. 

During  the  past  season  the  yield  by  various  lochs 
connected  with  the  hotel  was:  fjoch  Uiigill  :  2  ferox, 
Gflb. ;  OrilO  trout,  ISlSAlb.  Loch  Canm  :  (i  ferox, 
]9ilb. ;  4298  trout,  1.5061b.  Loch  lioarlan  :  15(i()  trout, 
4,581b.  Loch  Veyatie  :  3  ferox,  9ilb. :  1048  trout,  598ilb. 
Other  waters:  1G90  trout,  49411).  Totals:  11  ferox, 
35ilb. ;  15,806  trout,  45701b. 

i'he  catch  for  each  month  of  the  season,  which  only 
lasted  from  April  17  to  Sept.  27,  was  as  follows : 
April  17  to  Mav  31 :  1187  trout,  3391b.  June :  68.36 
trout,  17201b.  Julv :  4  ferox,  lljlb.  ;  3250  trout, 
lOlOlb.  August:  3  'ferox,  111b.;  3313  trout,  lOmh. 
Sept.:  4  ferox,  13f  lb. ;  1220  trout,  4581b.  Totals: 
11  ferox,  361b.:  15,806  trout,  45701b.  W.  T.  B. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancerv-laue,  London,  W.C. 

10,418.  "Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  39, 
Lombard  -  street,  E.C.  Paternoster  and 
Ledger  tackle.  The  running  line  is 
attached  to  a  right-angled  boom,  from  the 
outer  end  of  which  a  second  right-angled 
wire  depends  on  a  link.  A  lead  is  attached 
to  one  end  of,  and  a  spring  hook  to  the 
other  for  the  reception  of  the  gutted  hook. 

1,312.  ^Ir.  Arthur  Joseph  Simpson,  Hadlen  House, 
Market-plac3,  Bedditch.  "  Improved  lock- 
ing device  for  fishing-rod  joints." 

1,762.  Sir  William  George  Pearce,  Bart.,  Birkbock 
Bank  Buildings,  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery-lane.  "  Apparatus  for  providing 
shelters  or  hiding-places  for  fish." 

7,193.  Fishing.  Mr.  W.  Hardy  and  Mr.  J.  Hardy, 
both  of  Alnwick,  Northumberland.  Reels 
and  winches,  rod.  The  drum  is  made  from 
a  solid  disc  of  material  which  is  slotted 
radially  inwards  from  the  periphery  to 
make  a  number  of  spoke-like  arms,  npDn 
the  ends  of  which  the  line  is  wound.  To 
secure  free  running  in  one  direction,  the 
handle  bar  is  pivoted  to  toggle-levers, 
which  carry  a  toe-piece  engaging  with  the 
peripheral  rim  of  the  drum. 


THE  MIDLOTHIAN  ESK  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO. 


By  an  Old  Angler,  Still  Hale  and  Hearty. 

Mr.  J.  S.  St.  Clair,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
Esk  Angling  Club,  Musselburgh,  sends  us  the  follow- 
ing letter  sent  to  him  by  an  old  Esk  angler. — Ed.  F.G. 

89,  Kirkgate, 
Leith,  Dec.  19,  1900. 

Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  circular,  and  I  can 
assure  you  I  read  it  with  great  interest ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  if  the  river  is  kept  pure  the  rod  fishing  will 
improve  every  year. 

Well  do  I  remember,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon  (the  first  time  I  had -seen  the  river), 
walking  on  its  banks  towards  Dalkeith,  the  water  all 
alive  with  rising  trout,  overshadowed  by  so  many 
trees,  the  haunts  of  big  trout — there  where  insect  life 
is  plentiful.  The  old  Inveresk  kirk,  and  the  banks  of 
the  river  adorned  with  wild  flowers,  brier,  and  wild 
roses — the  parent  of  a  thousand  varieties — fern  and 
whin  and  broom  capped  with  a  crown  of  golden  glorv, 
the  bleached  branches  of  stranded  tree  trunks  sticking 
upwards  from  tangles  of  drift.  And  high  above  the 
level  of  the  water,  by  drift  entangled  in  the  branches 
of  the  trees,  I  could  see  that  the  water  occasionally 
came  down  in  great  volume.  And  the  river,  like  a 
traveller  who  had  come  a  long  journey,  resting  in  the 
pool,  starts,  refreshed,  onwards  to  the  sea,  the  parent 


that  gave  it  birth  ;  and  again  from  its  home,  in  the 
shape  of  rain,  returns  to  the  laud— the  feeder  of  the 
streams  and  river,  the  homo  of  the  trout.  I  can 
remember  this  well.  But  this  is  only  one  picture  that 
anglers  have  the  pleasure  of  soeing  in  Nature's  art 
gallery  when  at  the  river  side.  Whichever  way  we  look 
we  see  that  Nature  has  been  at  work,  producing  scene 
upon  scene,  picture  upon  picture,  and  glory  upon 
glory,  and  still  working  on  snch  exquisite  prineiples 
of  the  most  perfect  beauty. 

After  taking  stock  of  the  river,  I  was  dawii  on  the 
following  week  with  my  rod,  and  got  some  beautiful 
fish  :  and  at  that  time  often  have  I  got  sea  trout  above' 
the  Dam-head.  And  in  the  back-end  of  the  year  sea 
trout  fishing  was  glorious  ;  but  pollution  from  the  mills 
destiovcd  all  this,  a-  ii'ithing  could  live  in  the  water, 
until  ill,'  Duke  of  I'.iiicli'uch  brought  his  action  against 
the  polluters  and  was  successful,  nearly  twenty  years 
ago.  Tlie  fishings  again  improved,  and  a  few  years 
before  the  association  was  formed  the  fishing  was"  very 
good.  I  then  got  sea  trout  all  weights,  say  from  ilb. 
to  a  171b.  fish,  a  salmon  which  1  gave  to  Mr.  Stuart,  of 
the  Net  Factory.  The  fish  was  got  at  the  Broken 
Braes,  to  mc  a  favourite  bit  of  water,  and  in  these 
days  there  was  a  wide  margin  by  the  side  fjf  tlic  water 
that  the  angler  could  walk  ami  lisli  uitli  ronifort. 
Not  so  now.  At  Irast  the  last  time  1  tislu-d  it  it  was 
a  struggle  to  get  u])it:  not  only  that,  but  it  was. 
positively  dangcioiis.  It  could  be  improved"  at  not 
much  expense  by  piling  down  old  railway  sleepers 
backed  up  with  stones.  It  would  not  be  out  of  place' 
if  the  town  council  were  to  do  it. 

I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  inviting  me  to  join  your 
association.  1  am  sorry  to  tell  you  my  fishing 
days  are  all  over ;  and  I  assure  you  1  appreciate  your 
iuvitation  very  much.  All  that  1  can  do  now  i"s  to 
count  my  battles  over  again  at  the  fireside.  I  am 
eighty-two  years  of  age. 

That  is  a  good  idea  of  your  renting  the  sea  fisliings 
for  the  benefit  of  the  anglers.  I  remember  being  in  a 
fishmonger's  shop  in  Edinburgh  many  years  ago;  he 
took  me  to  see  a  large  (|uantity  of  sea  trout  from  i\h. 
to  21b.  in  weight.  He  said  they  came  from  Mussel- 
burgh.— Yours  most  respectfully,  M.  Winlav. 

Mr.  St.  Clair  adds :  ••  The  writer  of  above  letter 
is  a  wonderful  man.  He  is  a  keen  sportsman  and 
naturalist,  and  has  been  known  to  stay  out  for  nights 
watching  the  habits  of  liadgers,  foxes,  moles,  etc.  ;  and 
his  collection  of  curios  is  well  worth  careful  inspection 
at  his  place  of  business.  Anglers  would  be  astonished 
at  the  value  of  his  collection  of  butterflies,  moths, 
moles,  badgers,  etc." 


^offings  6g  tl)e  i^ap. 


In  an  "  Occasional  Note "  of  Feb.  2  the  Editor 
said  :  "  In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  often 
come  to  me  from  subscribers  and  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  they  are  unable  to  get  it  on 
Saturday  morning,  I  have  arranged  to  publish  it 
earlier  in  future.  This  will  enable  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Smith  and  Son,  and  other  newsagents,  to  supply  the 
paper  on  Saturday  morning,  and  subscribers  to  "have 
their  copies  by  post  at  the  same  tiine."  Therefore,  in 
order  to  insure  insertion,  all  matter  intended  for 
publication  must  arrive  not  later  than  first  post  on 
Thursday  morning.  Attention  to  this  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  publishing  at  two  o'clock  on  Fridays. 


Mr.  G.  Buzzard  ^of. the  .B.S.A.S.  and  othet-ioBdeu 
clubs),  whilst  fishing  a  lake  near  Tring,  in  Hertford- 
shire, captured  several  good  pike,  largest  15  J  lb.  It  is 
now  in  the.  hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons. 


Fishing  recently  at  Richmond,  Mr.  Burroughs 
captured  a  roach  weighing  21b.  loz. 


No.  44  of  the  AngUr's  Record  (Jan.  1901)  is  to 
hand,  and  is  quite  up  to  the  standard.  Of  course  the 
Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers 
are  specially  catered  for,  but  there  is  much  to  interest 
anglers  in  all  parts.  A.  Bee  Hive  gives  us  a  flower 
out  of  his  front  garden ;  F.  M.  descants  on  "  Some 
Types  of  Angler,"  and  Mr.  Jas.  Pickersgill  says  there 
is  "  An  Amendment  Wanted."  Just  so,  and  may  it  be 
carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority  I  The  "  doings  " 
of  the  clubs,  a  new  (?)  fishing  yarn  which  any  one  is 
at  liberty  to  beat,  and  a  very  pretty  "Elegy  to 
England's  Queen,"  by  R.  C.  Itamshaw,  go  to  make  up. 
a  very  nice  New  Century  number. 


Mr.  J.  Drew  was  out  fishing  at  Bylleet  on  Feb.  3. 
He  says  :  "  It  was  getting  near  time  to  pack  up  for 
the  day,  when  I  noticed  I  had  something  which 
resembled  a  bite.  I  struck  immediately,  but  got  no 
play,  but  was  still  held  below  the  water,  1  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  got  hung  up  in  the  weeds ;  but  this 
could  not  have  been  the  case,  as  the  float  was  travel- 
ling with  the  stream,  but  after  a  little  trouble  I 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

During  February,  1901. 


are  disposing  of  tlieir  ^'lOOC  STOCK,   MODEL,  and  SPORTING  GARMENTS, 

under  the  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION. 


RAINPROOFED  TWEEDS. 


Burberry  Shooting 
Coats  . 

Knicker  Breeches. 

Riding  Breeches  . 

Kilt  Coats. 

"  Yeoman  "  Over- 
coats 

81ip-ons  . 


t'sual 
Price. 


Kuw. 

63/-  31/6&42/- 
42/-  21/- 
52/6  26/3 
63/-  21/- 


I  'sual 

Burberry  Shooting 
Coats    .    .     .  63/ 

Knicker  Breeches 


63/- 
63/- 


21/- 
48/- 


Eiding  Breeches 
Weather-alls  . 
Ulsters     .  . 


42/- 
63/- 
63/- 
126/- 


31/6&42/- 

21/- 

31/6 

42/- 

63/- 


MADE-TO-ORDER  GARMENTS  from  certain  Tweeds  and  Homespuns  (patterns  of 

whicli  will  be  sent)  are  subject  to  a  special  discount, 
viz.  : — 15  per  cent,  for  cash  during  February. 


THE  WEATHER-ALL. 


30  61s  31,  !H[£i.yxia.a.x*ket,  X^ondLoxi, 

BURBERRYS 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


RUBBER  FISHING  BOOTS 


21/-  per  pair. 


ORDINARY 
KNEE  BOOTS 

16/9  per  pair. 

Guaranteed  two  i/eras 


THE  "AVON" 
FISHING 
STOCKINGS 


15/6 

per 

pair. 


All  Goods  sent  Carriage  Paid. 

MARTINS.  The  PracticaFWaterproofers, 

Bernard  Street,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

KsTMll.I^][KI)  JSt;.). 


TROUT  FISHING, 

TEST  AT  U  HITCH  Lite  II. 


Vacancy  for  One  Rod  on  short 
but  very  productive  stretch 
of  water. 


Refebexces  to  Subsceibees. 

A.  M.  A.,  c/o  J.  H.  TupPEjf,  Esq., 
48,  Bedford  Eow,  London. 

TO  SEA  FISHERMEN 

A  Gentleman  (retired  E.N.)  with  6  ton 
Fishing  Boat  and  good  outfit,  wishes  to 
correspond  witli  gentleman  willing  to 
join  him  in  working  the  above.  No 
payment  of  any  kind  required. 

H.  PHELPS, 

YACHT    CLUB,  FOWEY- 

WANTED.  ' 

First-Class  Wet  Fly  Iyer. 

APPLY — 

J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

S,  CHURCH  PLACE,  PICCADILLY,  S.W, 


THE   NINTH  ANNUAL 

GREAT  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 


IS  NOW  OPEN  AT  THE 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM, 

FEBRUARY  1  to  MARCH  1,  1901. 

TO  BE  FOLLOWED  BY 

FISHERIES 


LIVE  FISH_FOR_STOCKING. 

Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace, 
Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORr>, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 
N.B. -SPECIAL 


LINES    IN  GRAYLING, 
AND  CARP. 


RAINBOWS, 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,"  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  5t.,  E  C. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH-WEDNESDAY  EVENING, 

20th    FEBRUARY,  1901, 

At  Eig-ht  o'clock. 


H.  W.  PARKER'S 


AND 

BEETHOVEN'S 

NINTH  (CHORAL)  SYMPHONY 

Madame  SOBRINO. 
Mdlle.  GIULIA  RAVOGLI 

Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.    ANDREW  BLACK. 


Band  and  Chorus  One  Thousand 
ORGANIST  -  MR.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 

Conductor,  Sir  FredcM  Bridge. 

Doors  Open  at  7 ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 


Arena,  6s. 


Stalls,  7s.  M. 

Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 


Balcony  I  J^^'f^'^'^'i  ^  {"^'"'^  1  to  5s. 
•'  \  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  is. 

GALLERY  (Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hal] 
and  usual  Agents. 

BRITISH  ' 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PrESH^E.vi  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  iJaft 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 
ist  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towna. 
BOATS   AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  everj-  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Kestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charlks 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  St.reet,  E.C,. 
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succeeded  iu  drawing  the  line  out  of  the  water,  when, 
to  my  great  surprise,  I  found  a  bicycle  lamp  firmly 
fastened  on  the  hook  !  "  As  they  say  of  Aladdin's 
lamp — "Wonderful !  " 


'  ."Mr.  Bl'KLINg,  the  hero  of  "The  Headless  Eel" 
scory,  sends  the  following  coucerniug  perch  :  "  An  old 
friend  of  mine,  a  retired  licensed  victualler  of  Yar- 
mouth, and  a  thorough  '  all-round '  sportsman,  told 
us  to  go  to  a  certain  perch  ground  at  Fritton  Lake, 
which  at  that  particular  spot  has  a  gravelly  bottom, 
and  to  fish  for  them  with  a  pink  paste,  of  which  he 
gave  us  a  goodly  lump.  We  could  not  understand 
this  being  always  used  in  preference  to  live  bait  or 
worm.  However,  he  assured  us  that  it  was  by  this 
bait  that  he  caught  a  splendid  brace  of  perch,  going 
.lib.,  which  fish  can  be  seen  at  the  Eastern  Counties 
Angling  Society,  Great  Yarmouth. 


"  When  we  started  fishing  we  found  that  we  had 
left  the  pink  paste  behind  us.  '  Never  mind,'  said  I, 
'  the  tail  end  of  a  lob  is  good  enough  for  me.'  Well, 
we  got  a  decent  lot  of  beautiful  black-barred  fish,  but 
uo  specimens.  Now  comes  the  curious  part.  A  friend 
of  ours,  Mr.  Eich,  of  Ye  Olde  Chesterfield,  May  Fair, 
was  fishing  in  another  boat,  and  this  is  his  account  of 
his  doings.  Said  he,  '  According  to  your  instractians, 
I  put  a  handful  of  worms  into  a  sheet  of  paper  and 
sank  them  to  the  bottom,  to  work  out  as  groimd  bait ; 
then  my  friend  Mr.  Spencer — a  brother  bung — asked, 
'Where's  that  pink  paste'?'  'Haven't  got  any,'  said 
I,  '  but,  happy  thought,  let's  try  these,'  producing  a 
box  of  pills,  '  and  we  then  caught  all  these  big  fish 
with  them.' " 


The  following  is  from  the  Osivestry  Advertise)- : 
"  Whilst  rowing  with  some  young  friends  up  the 
Vyrnwy  we  heard  a  noise  on  the  bank  which  sounded 
somewhat  like  a  lot  of  young  kittens.  We  stopped  the 
boat  to  listen,  and  almost  immediately  a  large  otter 
rose  partly  out  of  the  water,  followed  shortly  by 
another.  Finding  our  boat  did  not  move  on,  the  pair 
soon  got  very  excited,  rearing  themselves  half  out  of 
the  water,  barking  at  us  savagely,  then  diving  and 
coming  straight  towards  the  boat.  As  I  had  only 
ladies  with  me,  and  fearing,  an  accident  if  the  otters 
should  rise  close  to  the  boat,  I  kept  on  striking  the 
water  with  the  oars  each  time  the  line  of  bubbles 
came  towards  us.  The  animals  would  pass  under  or 
close  to  the  end  of  the  boat,  and  rise  up  ten  or  fifteen 
yards  away,  then  dive  back  again  to  their  young. 
After  this  had  gone  on  for  ten  minutes  or  more,  I 
rowed  away  and  left  them  in  peace.  A  friend  to 
whom  I  related  the  occurrence  went  there  next  day, 
but  the  otters  had  left  during  the  night,  taking  their 
young  with  them." 


"  Holland  is  the  only  country  in  which  a  minimmu 
legal  size  is  established  for  herrings.  It  is  a  trifle  less 
than  four  inches."  As  a  member  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  I  must  bring  this  subject  before 
them  at  an  early  date.  And  yet  herrings,  after  all, 
do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  our  members.  After 
all,  the  poor  little  "  minimums  "  will, be  useful  to  cut  up 
for  bait.  By  the  bye,  the  smallest  fish  which  may  be 
legally  taken  from  the  Thames  (which  is  an  English 
river)  is  a  gudgeon,  and  must  measure  four  inches. 


On  Jan.  31,  while  spinning  in  the  Thames,  near 
Tilehurst  Station,  for  pike  with  a  natural  bait, 
mounted  on  a  Chapman  spinner,  writes  Mi-.  F.  H. 
Yellen,  of  Reading,  a  gull  kittiwake  repeatedly  dived 
for  the  bait,  and  becoming  entangled  in  the  flight  was 
successfully  "played"  in  mid-air,  and  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Topp  (naturalist),  of  -  London-street, 
Reading,  for  preservation. 


Although  the  mussel  beds  are  at  present  all  liozeu, 
and  there  are  none  in  the  market,  preserved  mussels 
can  always  be  had  in  any  quantity  to  suit  all  comers 
on  application  to  Frank  Gosden,  460,  Oxford-road, 
Reading. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  is 
now  open  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  will  continue 
until  March  1,  is  an  excellent  display,  and  should  prove 
most  attractive.  Among  the  novelties  on  view  are  a 
launch  and  boat  built  on  an  entirely  new  system,  and 
the  latest  in  motors  both  for  launches  and  carriages. 
On  the  central  stage  the  funeral  pirocession  of  her 
late  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  is  shown  by  the  cine- 
matograph, the  films  being  wonderfully  clear. 


Me.  Walter  T.  Smith,  the  well-known  wholesale 
dealer  in  green  turtles  at  Fulton  Market,  New  York 
City,  recently  presented  the  New  York  Aquarium  with 
two  New  Florida  turtles,  which  were  captured  at  Cedar 
Keys,  Fla.  They  have  been  named  the  "Heavenly 
Twins,"  and  are  now  iu  the  tank  with  "  Genefal 
Shatter,"  the  monster  turtle  which  has  attracfrexi  so 
much  attention. 


Mrs.  Gilbert's  Reminiscences,  which  will  run 
through  Scribiter's  during  the  next  three  mouths,  are 
to  be  elaborately  illustrated  from  the  fine  collection 
of  theatrical  portraits  owned  by  Evert  Jansen  Wendell, 
as  well  as  from  Mrs.  Gilbert's  own  som  cnirs  of  hor 
long  career  on  the  stage. 


The  TIuiiiics  Atigliitg  News  for  February  is  to  hand 
and  the  "  Thames  Gossip"  is  very  "'gossipy."  Although 
the  river  lias  not  been  in  first-class  trim  some  good  fish 
have  been  captured.  Master  A.  Littlewood,  fishing  at 
Shepperton  on  Jan.  14,  captured  a  roach  of  lib.  12oz. 
Mr.  Amphlett,  during  January  had  two— lib.  9oz.  and 
lib.  12oz.  On  Feb.  S,  amongst  other  good  fish  he 
captured  one  of  21b.  2^oz.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
this  nice  roach  is  being  "  cased."  Amongst  other  tid- 
bits the  T.  A.  N.  contains  some  "  wrinkles  "  by  "  Spin- 
ning Minnow  "  ;  an  account  of-  an  Oxford  outing  by 
the  editor  :  "  The  Three  Fishers  "  ;  Useful  Recipes', 
CoiTespbndence,  etc.  Altogether,  the  little  monthly 
is  well  up  to  its  usual  standard  of  excellence. 


Writing  from  Henley-on-Thames,  Mr.  Stanley 
Mead  says:  "Another  trout  has  been  caught,  this 
time  at  Henley,  not  far  from  the  bridge,  by  an  angler 
fishing  with  the  '  General.'  The  fish  took  a  dace  on  a 
set  of  snap  tackle,  and  after  the  hooks  were  taken  out 
it  was  sick  and  bleeding,  and  was  taken  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  where  it  was  placed  in  a.fuU-sized  liatli 
with  a  flow  of  water,  and  by  very  careful  nursing  it 
quite  recovered.  The  fish  was  in  very  poor  condition — 
evidently  onlj'  recently  having  spawned.  It  weighed 
51b.  loz.,  but  was  long  enough  to  have  gone  quite  81b. 
On  its  being  taken  in  a  bath  to  the  waterside,  a  sack, 
which  was  covered  over  it,  was  removed,  when 'the  fish 
leaped  clean  out  of  the  bath  into  the  water.  In  com- 
pany with  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  we  turned  into  the  river 
on  the  4th  inst.  300  roach,  chub,  and  dace  for  the 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association.  The  fish  were  in  a 
very  exhausted  condition  on  their  arrival  at  Henley, 
but  after  a  change  of  water  most  of  them  came  round  : 
they  were  put  in  the  river  near  the  bridge." 


jNIit.  I.  Deplidge  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  CoUingwood  Angling 
Society,  the  Lord  Nelson,  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E., 
entitled  "  The  River  Wey."  Special  diagrams,  etc., 
have  been  prepared  illustrative  of  the  subject.  Note 
the  date,  Feb.  10,  at  8.30  p.m. 


It  will  interest  many  readers  (especially  anglers)  to 
know  that  M.  Elton  and  Co.,  wholesale  and  export 
newsagents,  have  removed  from  27  Bouverie-strcet  to 
18  and  19  Whitefriars-street,  E.G. 


The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Lynochbite  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane, 
Fleet-street,  on  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  9,  at  seven 
o'clock.  It.  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  members  will 
attend,  as  matters  of  great  importance  will  be  brought 
forward. 


Now  this  is  authentic,  for  I  was  told  it  in 
confidence: — "I  once  had  a  gold-fish.  I  reckon  it 
was  the  most  remarkable  fish  anybody  ever  heard  tell 
of.  We  never  noticed  anything  peculiar  about  it, 
until  one  bright  sunshiny  day,  when  it  jumped  up 
on  the  edge  of  its  globe  and  began  to  sing  for  all  the 
world  like  a  nightingale  or  an  oriole.  We  had  a 
canary  close  by,  and  you  never  saw  such  an  astonished 
bird  as  that  canary  was.  When  he  heard  the  fish 
a-singing,  he  wilted  down  and  seemed  to  say,  '  Well, 
I'm  blest  if  that_don't  beat  me  !  '  And  it  did  too  ;  for 
the  bird  was  no  singer.  After  he  had  finished 
his  tune  the  gold-fish  yanked  his  head  around  under 
his  fin  and  scratched  himself  like  a  bird  would,  and 
then  the  canary,  who  hadn't  got  over  his  surprise, 
seemed  to  say  again,  'Next  thing,  you  know,  old  feller, 
you  will  be  laying  a  pigeon's  egg.'  Well,  that  fish 
used  to  jump  on  the  edge  of  its  globe  and  sing  just  as 
regular  as  the  day,  sometimes  as  often  as  a  dozen 
times  a  day.  When  we  wanted  it  to  sing  for  company, 
all  we.  had  to  do  was  to  set  a  sheet  of  music  where  it 
could  see  it,  and  out  that  fish  would  come  and  tackle 
it,  even  if  it  was  an  a;-ja  from  an  Italian  opera.  I 
could  have  got  it  a  situation  in  the  church  choir,  only 
we  never  could  teach  the  blamed  thing  to  turn  its 
own  music." 


"A.  W."  writes:  "Pishing  in  the  river  Avon  at 
Christchuroh  (King's  Arms  Hotel),  I\Ir.  G.  Smith,  of 
the  Albert  Club,  fishing  with  two  friends  had  a  splendid 
day  with  the  jack  on  Jan.  24 — eighteen  jack,  largest 
17|lb.,  13Jlb.,  two  at  121b.,  the  rest  were  returned, 
which  were  41b.  to  61b.  Again  fishing  on  Jan.  29  with 
Mr.  Whaley  they  were  once  more  amongst  them.  Not 
a  run  until  after  lunch,  when  Mr.  Whaley  secured  four 
jack  in  thirty  minutes,  weighing  481b.  One  jack 
broke  with  the  flight  of  hooks,  and  next  cast  was 
foi'iuuate  in  securing  the  same  fish  in  a  few  secoiids 


with  the  flight  of  hooks  still  in  his  mouth.  On  that  > 
day  Mr.  Smith  and  myself  had  sixteen  fi.sh,  weight 
1181b.  The  best  fish  (jack)  caught  this  season  was  by  • 
a  lady  in  Dec.  last,  weight  221h.  Mr.  Nicholas,  • 
fishing  Jan.  31,  landed  fine  chub,  41b.  9o?i.,  sent  to  • 
Cooper  &  Sons.  ' 

"  A  Vh-Av  weeks  previously  a  friend  of  mine  was 
walking  along  the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  same 
place,  when,  noticing  a  commotion  in  the  water,  he  : 
looked  cautiously  over  a  bush  and  saw  it  was  caused 
by  an  otter  which  was  busily  engaged  eel  hunting.  It 
would  give  itself  a  shake,  and  after  a  good  look  round 
dive  to  the  bottom,  and  judging  by  the  bubbles  that 
came  up  appeared  to  be  hard  at  work  turning  up  the 
stones  at  the  bottom  of  the  river.    Then  it  would  rise  ' 
to  the  top,  have  another  look  round,  give  itself  a  shake, 
and  again  set  to  work  at  the  bottom.    Two  winters  . 
ago  I  saw  an  otter  bolt  out  of  a  rabbit  burrow  into  ,i 
vyhich  ferrets  had  been  put.    On  Aug.  18  last,  when  ■ 
sitting  near  the  river  here,  I  noticed  a  blackbird  near  ' 
the  water's  edge.    Presently  I  saw  he  had  caught  a  . 
fish  about  two  inches  long.    He  brought  it  to  a  stone  J 
within  three  or  four  yards  from  me,  and  after  banging  ; 
it  on  the  stone  a  few  times,  as  a  thrush  would  do  with 
a  snail-shell,  swallowed  it,  head  first,  with  every  ' 
symptom  of  satisfaction.   The  weather  had  been  warm 
and  dry  for  some  time,  the  ground  hard,  and  worms  1 
scarce,  so  the  blackbird  had  taken  to  a  fish  diet  as  a  i 
tolerably  good  substitute."  ' 


On  Wednesday  we  were  favoured  with  flaming  head-  ] 
lines—"  Snow-capped  Europe  I     Trains,  mails,  and  ' 
telegrams  delayed !  Wrecks  and  loss  of  life  1  There  has 
also  been  some  snow  in  Scotland  and  Yorkshire.  Now, 
this  is  a  fact ;  a  man  told  me  so.    It  sounds  very  like  ; 
W.  C.  P.    "  A  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  all  but  filled 
Swaledale.    Farmers'  carts  coming  from  the  market  ^ 
stuck  in  deep  drifts  and  had  to  bo  dug  out.    One  old 
farmer  and  his  wife  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  tumble  ' 

into  a  drift  eight  feet  deep — didn't  know  what  to  do  ', 

screamed — woman's  scream  was  so  high  and  strong  ■ 
that  her  husband  climbed  up  it  and  getting  out  of  the 
drift  that  way,  was  able  to  go  and  fetch  help." 


Of  course,  water  pipes  and  taps  are  frozen  wholesale. 
.\11  one  man's  pipes  were  frozen  up  the  other  morning, 
and  ho  couldn't  even  get  the  beer  barrel  to  run — tried 
for  two  hours  to  thaw  the  beer  tap  with  warm  water—  ; 
fetched  the  plumber — plumber  tried  for  two  hours  ; 
more  to  get  the  beer  to  flow — then  they  suddenly 
found  the  barrel  was  empty ! 


The  following  story  is,  in  the  main',  correct,  for,  on  ' 
the  authority  of  the  Maine  Industrial  Jojirnal,  it  is 
credited  to  a  prominent  Auburn  shoe  manufacturer,  : 
who  is  something  of  a  fisherman:  "  I  was  fishing  in  ,^ 
Rangeley  Lake  one  time,  several  years  ago,  and  had  ' 
become  somewhat  indifferent  to  the  fact  that  my  polo  : 
was  not  securely  fastened  to  the  boat,  when  suddenly 
it  slipped  out  of  the  boat.    In  an  instant  I  took  off  my 
coat  and  vest  and  plunged  in  after  the  pole,  without  ; 
seriously  considering  the  matter.    I  swam  over  three 
miles  before  I  could  catch  hold  of  the  pole,  but  was  ' 
amply  rewarded  by  pulling  out  a  handsome  six-pound 
trout." 


"  St'iuited  of  legal  verbiage,"  said  the  judge,  "HI 
were  to  give  you  ii.n  orange,  I  would  simply  sa>-  :  '  1 
give  you  an  orange;'  but  should  the  transaction  lie 
intrusted  to  a  lawyer  to  put  in  writing,  he  would  adopt  ; 
this  form  :  '  T  hereby  give,  grant  and  convey  to  you  all  * 
my  interest,  right,  title  and  advantage  of  and  in  the 
the  said  orange,  togtherwith  its  rind,  skin,  juice,  pulp, 
and  pips,  and  all  right  and  advantage  therein,  with 
fall  power  to  liitc,  suck,  or  otherwise  eat  the  same,  or 
give  away  with  or  without  the  rind,  skin,  juice,  pulp 
or  pips,  anything  liereinbefore  or  in  any  other  deed  or 
deeds,  instruments  of  any  nature  or  kind  whatsoever 
to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.'  " 


A  cod's  head  is  sometimes  part  of  a  cod  stale. 
Fresh  mackerel  is  invariably  mackerel,  but  stale 
mackerel  is  often  smelt.  Stale  smelt,  however,  is 
never,  under  any  circumstances,  mackerel.  A  fisher- 
man's gross  returns  are  the  same  usually  as  his  net 
takings.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  serious  fishermen 
prefer  a  "jolly  boat,"  since  for  a  boat  to  be  "jolly" 
implies  it  is  water  "  tight."  Though  fisherm-cn  are  in 
the  habit  of  using  anchors  of  all  shapes  and  descriptions, 
the  Custom  House  authorities  sternly  forbid  the  use, 
under  any  circumstances,  of  an  "  anker  of_  brandy." 
Fishermen,  as  a  rule,  are  all  artists,  or,  at  any  rate, 
good  draughtsmen.  A  fisherman  who  could  not  draw 
a  not  would  indeed  be  an  anomaly.  They  are  musicians 
also,  the  cast-a-net  being  their  favourite  instrument. 
They  never  sing  "  Weel  may  the  keel  row  !  "  however, 
because  they  know  very  well  that  it  is  the  oar  and  not 
the  keel  that  performs  that  opei'aticm.  Dragnet. 
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The  prospects  of  a  good  season  are  of  the  brightest — • 
bar  the  weather,  which,  however,  may  alter  for  the 
better.  With  the  suspension  of  the  London  season 
and  the  long  spell  of  State  mourning  for  the  late  Queen, 
a  brisker  angling  sei.son  is  anticipated  north  of  the 
Border  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  A  little 
quiet  angling  will  fill  iu  the  blank  beautifully,  and 
draw  many  votaries  to  the  ranks  who  might  not  other- 
wise have  tasted  the  sweets  (or  frosts)  of  a  spring 
season.   


Mr.  William  Greig,  salmon  merchant,  Bridge  of 
Don,  died  recently,  and  left  close  on  £15,000,  on  which 
estate  duty  was  paid.  Mr.  Greig  was  a  keen  angler 
as  well  as  a  successful  netter,  and  no  one  knew  the 
Don  better,  or  where  and  when  to  make  a  basket  of 
finnock,  unless  it  be  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Inverdon 
Cottage.   

Almost  the  first  act  of  the  new  King,  if  not  his  first 
public  appointment  in  Scotland,  has  been  the  reap- 
pointment of  the  seven  members  of  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board. 


The  new  board  commenced  its  duties  on  Friday, 
Feb.  1,  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The  members  are — 
Mr.  Angus  Sutherland,  chairman,  Sheriff  Crawford, 
Prof.  Thomson,  Mr.  J.  Ritchie  Welsh,  St.  Andrews, 
Dr.  Duguid,  Buckie,  Mr.  Millroy,  Rothesay,  and  ex- 
Provost  Mearns,  Aberdeen. 


The  Brooks  will  case  was  again  up  in  the  Court  of 
Session  last  week,  when  Lady  Brooks  followed  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  Marchioness  of  Huntly  for  a  proof 
that  her  late  husband  was  a  domiciled  Scotsman. 
Lord  Low  gave  the  same  decision,  but  meantime  an 
appeal  is  being  taken  against  it. 


In  addition  to  Commissioner  Forbes,  Mr.  Michie, 
chief  forester,  and  her  late  Majesty's  pipers  at 
Balmoral,  four  of  her  keepers  were  present  at 
her  obsequies  from  Osborne  to  Frogmore — namely, 
Donald  Stewart,  Arthur  Grant,  Charlie  Mcintosh,  and 
John  Laird. 


The  four  are  keen  anglers,  but  old  Donald  Stewart 
is  the  only  one  who  was  C7^  Evidence  on  her  Majesty's 
first  coming  to  Deeside,  and,  except  Mr.  Michie,  the 
only  one  who  served  the  late  Prince  Albert. 


Next  to  the  actual  obsequies  at  St.  George's  Chapel, 
Windsor,  the  funeral  service  in  the  parish  kirk  of 
Crathie  on  Saturday  afternoon  was  probably  as 
affecting  as  any  that  couldlwell  be  imagined  (through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  our  sorrowing  land. 
The  servants  from  the  castle,  the  keepers  from  the 
distant  parts  of  her  Highland  home,  and  her  tenants 
and  others  from  far  and  near  struggled  through  three 
feet  of  snow  to  pay  their  last  mournful  respects  to 
one  they  regarded  in  the  light  of  mother  more  than 
Queen. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  comes  north  to  the  Garry, 
Inverness,  as  soon  as  his  duties  at  Court  permit.  The 
water  belongs  to  Mrs.  Ellice,  and  is  one  of  the  "  lucky 
holes  "  in  the  North.  

The  new  bridge  across  the  burn  of  Buckie  collapsed 
the  other  day,  just  as  it  was  almost  on  the  point  of 
completion.  It  cost  about  £3,000,  and  was  built  of 
granite. 


Anglers  are  beginning  to  put  in  an  appearance  so 
as  to  be  in  at  the  opening  on  Monday  first.  Rod 
boxes  are  much  en  evidence  at  the  central  stations. 
Tackle  makers  and  angling  hotel  keepers  are  looking 
forward  to  a  fairly  busy  season,  spite  of  the 
prevailing  state  of  the  weather,  which  is  far  from 
being  genial  or  inviting  in  the  meantime. 

Special  Scotch. 


On  Tuesday,  Feb.  5,  the  landlord  of  the  Trout, 
St.  John's  Bridge,  Lechlade,  entered  on  his  eightieth 
year,  and  thirty-first  of  his  tenancy  of  the  inn, 
Although  in  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  of  old  age,  and 
his  hair  and  beard  as  white  as  the  driven  snow,  he  is, 
withal,  as  upright  as  a  dart,  and  can  drop  his  bird  at 
a  long  shot,  can  catch  as  good  a  basket  of  roach,  perch, 
or  chub  as  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  day,  is  a 
splendid  whist  player,  and  can  still  sing  a  good  song 
or  give  a  touching  recital.  Attached  to  the  picturesque 
old  inn  are  some  four  miles  of  water,  of  which  the 
aged  landlord  is  sole  lessee,  well  stocked  with  big 
jack,  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  perch,  reserved  chiefly 
for  visitors  staying  in  the  house.  The  creature 
c&mforts  of  the  inner  man  are  well  looked  after  bv  the 
neat,  sprightly,  and  witty  wife  of  the  aged  landlord— 
a  lady  many  years  his  junior,  an  excellent  cook,  and 
most  obliging  in  every  way. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


pFovineial  flfigling  Notes 

must  arrive  not  later  than  first  post  on  Thursday 
morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  been  very  busy  in  Birmingham  during  the 
last  few  days  issuing  the  new  travelling  cards.  It  has 
been  rather  a  heavy  task  to  issue  the  two  sets  to  the 
branch  secretaries ;  in  all  there  have  been  6000  Midland 
Railway  cards,  and  the  same  number  for  the  London 
and  North- Western  and  Great  Western  Companies. 
These,  together  with  the  adhesive  stamps,  formed  quite 
a  formidable  quantity  of  stationery,  and  weighed  about 
four  hundredweight ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
the  task  has  been  accomplished,  and  all  our  secretaries, 
both  Birmingham  and  provincial,  are  now  in  possession 
of  their  cards.  A  large  number  of  new  stations  have 
been  added  to  the  majority  of  the  lists,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  little  cause  for 
complaint.  The  members  of  our  Warrington  branch 
will  be  very  much  disappointed  in  not  finding  Chester 
added  to  their  list,  but  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  have  so  far,  after  a 
lengthy  correspondence,  declined  to  add  this  station 
to  their  list.  No  doubt,  however,  pressure  will 
be  brought  to  bear,  and  the  desired  concession 
will  be  granted.  Seven  thousand  sets  of  travelling 
cards  have  been  printed  for  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion alone,  and  from  what  I  can  see  the  whole  of  these 
will  be  required  before  March  next,  as  our  clubs  are 
making  members  very  fast.  The  Aston  Britannia 
Society  have  made  over  fifty  new  members  this  year, 
and  they  look  like  passing  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society. 
One  or  two  of  our  clubs  have  decided  to  give  up  renting 
private  waters,  and  I  hear  of  one  good  stretch  of  Trent 
water  to  let  in  the  Armitage  district.  The  water  is 
rather  hard  to  get  at  owing  to  the  train  service. 
This  is  the  only  drawback,  as  the  fishing  is  all  that 
could  be  desired. — We  have  another  new  club  being 
formed  outside  the  city,  at  the  White  Swan,  Philipp- 
street,  Aston.  They  have  over  fifty  members  on  their 
books  not  belonging  to  any  other  society.  They  will 
shortly  apply  for  affiliation,  and  I  have  reasons  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  accepted. — The  Fruitful  Vine 
Society  have  made  arrangements  to  hold  a  special 
concert,  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund,  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  26.  A  host 
of  talent  have  consented  to  appear  upon  the  occasion, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  affair  becoming  a 
success. — The  weather  has  brought  angling  to  a  com- 
plete standstill ;  we  have  had  rain  and  snow,  which  is, 
in  the  country,  two  or  three  inches  thick,  and  as  these 
notes  leave  there  is  'every  indication  of  some  hard 
frosty  weather.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  there  is  little  or  nothing  left  to  be 
recorded. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  matters  have  been  rather  quiet  in  the  Fen 
district  during  the  past  week,  and  there  is  a  probability 
of  their  remaining  so  for  a  short  time  at  least,  owing 
to  the  altered  climatic  conditions.  After  several  days  of 
hesitation  between  frost  and  snow,  the  weather  took  a 
decided  v?intry  turn  on  Monday  afternoon,  when  a 
snowstorm  commenced,  and  continued  without  inter- 
mission for  several  hours.  As  a  result  the  ground  is 
covered  to  a  depth  of  several  inches,  and,  in  the  case  of 
trolling,  anglers  will  experience  some  difficulty  in 
traversing  the  river  banks.  Roach  fishermen,  too, 
will  probably  find  it  too  cold  to  linger  long  by  the 
river  side,  for  the  wind  has  veered  round  into  a  very 
cold  quarter.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that 
the  waters  are  just  now  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  all 
branches  of  sport.  Up  to  the  end  of  last  week  those 
who  had  wielded  the  roach  rod  had  had  a  fine  run  of 
luck  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Witham — the  best  baskets, 
of  course,  continuing  to  be  made  on  that  reliable  little 
stream  the  Bain,  where  individual  captures  had  run 
up  to  201b.  Pike  fishing,  too,  had  been  prosecuted 
with  marked  success.  It  is  feared  that  the  possibility 
of  good  sport  will  be  precluded  for  some  time,  as  the 
disappearance  of  the  snow  is  sure  to  cause  a  rise  and 
much  discoloration  of  the  streams. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  week  of  wintry  weather  and  heavy  falls  of  snow 
has  completely  put  a  stop  to  any  operations,  for  most 
rivers  and  streams  are  now  more  or  less  out  of 
condition  with  snow  water  and  drainage  from  the 
adjoining  lands,  and  it  will  be  fully  a  week,  providing 
we  have  finer  weather,  before  they  are  in  anything 
like  their  normal  condition  again.  At  the  latter  end 
of  the  week  a  few  ]5ike  were  taken  from  some  parts  of 
both  the  Derwent  and  Hull,  but  of  no  size  worth  record- 
ing, and  since  then  the  weather  has  been  so  unpropi- 
tious  that  few  anglers  have  ventured  out  even  for  pike 
fishing. — On  Thursday  evening  last,  Jan.  31,  the  Hull 
and  I)istrict  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  and  prize  jsresentation  for 
specimen  fish  caught  during  the  past  seascoi,  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel,   under  the  iJresidency  of  Mr.  W. 
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F.  B.  Calvert.  The  balance-.sheet  showed  a  total 
income  for  the  past  season  of  £150  16s.  l^d.,  and  a 
balance  in  hand,  after  deducting  all  expenses,  of 
£39  17s.  8d.  to  commence  the  present  season  with,  and 
a  membership  of  over  050.  During  the  season  843 
fishing  licences  had  been  granted  for  the  Holderness 
Drains,  and  several  new  societies  had  been  affiliated  to 
the  association,  so  that  prospects  were  much  improved 
for  the  coming  season.  In  the  prize  distribution, 
Mr.  Frank  Cook  was  first  in  the  bream  class,  with  a 
fish  of  31b.  lOf  oz. ;  Mr.  P.  Craughan,  second,  31b.  7oz. ; 
and  Mr.  F.  Hurst,  third,  31b.  GJoz.  For  dace :  first, 
Mr.  A.  Marshall,  with  a  fish  of  12Joz. ;  Messrs.  C. 
Johnson  and  J.  Forcey  taking  the  next  two.  For  roach  : 
Messrs.  T.  Bardsley,  H.  Franks,  and  H.  Walker.  For 
perch :  Messrs.  B.  Dodgson,  B.  Towell,  and  F.  Wilkin- 
son.— The  River  Hull  Angling  Society  also  held  their 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution,  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel ;  Messrs.  C.  Nicholson,  G.  Skow,  and 
S.  Stead  receiving  a  gold  medal  each  for  most  points 
during  the  past  season,  aud  Messrs.  H.  Wild,  T.  Rother- 
forth,  G.  Skow  (2),  and  John  Dickinson  prizes  for 
specimen  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  officially 
announce  that  their  travelling  cards  are  now  ready 
for  issue. — The  Victoria  Angling  Society,  at  the  last 
meeting,  decided  to  offer  special  prizes  for  trout,  dace, 
and  perch.  Six  nominations  were  received  for  member- 
ship. Mr.  Gandy  is  president,  and  Mr.  Gilbert-secretary. 
— The  Mersey  Angling  Society  are  going  on  splendidly 
— forty-one  paid-up  members.  It  is  proposed  to  close 
the  nomination  book  after  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  W. 
Hamblett  has  recorded  a  roach  of  lib.  SJoz.  from  the 
Gowy.  —  The  supplementary  society  is  doing  good 
work  in  this  important  town. — Liverpool,  in  common 
with  other  angling  centres,  was  absolutely  dead  to  all 
angling  activity  last  week,  so  that  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  news  from  that  city  is  thin. — The 
City  Angling  Association  are  just  now  busy  with 
weeding  operations  in  order  to  clear  one  of  their 
waters,  which  are  fairly  choked  with  vegetation. — By 
a  strange  coincidence  the  Nelson  Angling  Society  are 
similarly  engaged.  They  are  just  changing  head- 
quarters, and  will  start  on  the  13th  in  a  new  home 
with  a  smoker.— The  C}-prus  Angling  Association  hold 
a  smoker  on  the  11th. — The  Edgehill  Angling  Associa- 
tion are  preparing  for  the  coming  season  by  getting 
together  a  list  of  valuable  prizes.  They  arranged  a 
smoker  for  last  Monday.  Many  new  members  have 
joined,  and  more  are  nominated. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  hold  an  im- 
portant meeting  on  the  18th,  and,  judging  from  the 
business  on  board,  every  member  should  do  his  best  to 
be  there.  On  the  25th  they  will  hold  another  of 
their  popular  social  events,  and  expect  a  bumping 
audience.  The  hon,  sec.  desires  to  correct  a  slight 
error  in  his  last  report.  Mr.  R.  P.  Marsden  is 
their  president,  and  not  the  Rev.  V.  Cooper,  who, 
however,  is  one  of  their  very  best  friends.  It  is  an 
old  saying,  "Put  grumblers  on  the  committee,"  but, 
suppose  there  are  fifty  grumblers  and  only  a  com- 
mittee of  twenty,  the  majority  must  wait.  "There  is  a 
certain  amount  of  friction  in  evidence  owing  to  a  few 
premier  officials  keeping  business  to  themselves  and 
not  telling  their  committees.  In  the  very  near  future 
more  will  be  heard  of  this — and  rightly  so,  for  com- 
mittees are  held  responsible  for  the  interests  of  the 
members.  A  few  of  our  city  rods  do  not  believe 
in  "tied  clubs,"  and  intend  kicking  over  the  traces. 
It  seems  that  the  favourable  opening  of  the  salmon 
fishing  at  Waterville  has  tempted  some  of  our  locals 
to  try  their  luck  there,  and  by  the  time  these  notes 
are  in  print  no  doubt  they  will  be  busy  in  that  locality. 
Replj'ing  to  many  inquiries  as  to  the  alterations  in 
the  premier  events  to  be  promoted  by  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery,  it  may  be  said  that  the  amount  of  cash 
offered  in  the  Senior  Championship  will  be  less  than 
in  former  years.  On  the  other  hand,  some  moncv 
X^rizes  will  be  added  to  the  Shield  Competition. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  has  been  absolutely  nothing  done  in  the  wav 
of  fishing  in  this  district  during  the  past  week.  Most 
pike  waters  arc  frozen  over,  and  where  this  is  not  the 
case  the  water  is  full  of  snow.  The  weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  has  been  somewhat  milder  than  it  has 
been  for  the  past  week,  but  the  prospects  of  a  clearance 
of  the  water  sufficient  for  anything  like  good  sport 
are  by  no  means  cheery. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  exceptiouallv  quiet 
owing  to  adverse  weather.  On  Saturday  rain  fell 
heavily,  and  on  :Monda.y  the  Trent  contained  upwards 
of  five  feet  of  extra  water.  Roach  have  come  to  hand 
fro)u  Cavendish  Bridge,  Sawley,  Wilford,  and  Clifton, 
aud  on  Wednesday  several  pike  were  run  and  landed 
in  the  pool  near  the  City  bridge. — On  Tuesday 
members  of  the  City  Fox  and  Owl  Society  took  part 
in  a  competition  at  Hazleford,  when  the  prizes  were 
won  by  the  following — namely,  Messrs.  W.  Packer, 
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A.  Stevenson,  W.  Brown,  B.  Stevenson,  D.  Beaumont, 
and  W.  J.  Walker.  Singularly  enough,  the  first  prize 
winner,  Mr.  Packer,  caught  with  the  worm  a  brace 
of  small  pike,  the  fish  seizing  the  bait  when  being 
drawn  out  with  a  view  to  a  fresh  cast.  Snow  was  in 
strong  evidence  at  the  period  of  writing,  and  most  of 
the  backwaters  were  covered  with  ice.  Trout  and 
salmon  came  in  on  Feb.  1,  and  some  grand  trout  are 
said  to  be  located  on  the  Dover  Beck. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  great  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week, 
and  on  Monday  night  snow  fell  heavily,  covering  the 
earth  with  a  white  mantle,  and  last  night  we  had  a 
very  severe  frost — wind  nearly  due  north,  blowing 
very  keenly.  There  is  a  heavy  water  on  the  Severn, 
which  is  highly  coloured,  and  angling  is  not  to  be 
thought  of  in  the  rivers  ;  but  the  Droitwich  Canal  has 
somewhat  cleared,  and  a  few  men  visited  it,  but  sport 
was  almost  nil.  Salmon  fishing  commenced  on  the 
2nd  inst.,  but  the  high  state  of  the  river  made  it 
difficult  for  nets  to  work,  and  very  few  fish  have  been 
taken.  We  cannot  expect  the  water  to  be  in  better 
condition  until  the  snow  has  melted  and  run  off.  A 
spell  of  fine  weather  is  much  wanted. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  state  of  the  rivers  by  reason  of  the 
stormy  weather,  angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill 
in  most  quarters.  On  the  banks  of  the  Derwent 
rodmen  are  likely  to  have  a  holiday  for  some  time  to 
come,  judging  by  the  presence  of  "soft  snow  in  the 
valley.  Angling  prospects  in  the  Swale  from  Rich- 
mond downwards  are  anything  but  favourable,  snow 
having  fallen  heavily  in  the  town  and  the  Dales  ;  and 
these  past  few  days  the  snow  water  in  the  river  has 
greatly  increased.  Huge  snowdrifts  are  contributing 
to  this  condition,  which  also  involves  the  flooding  of 
acres  of  land.  Snow  broth  is  reported  also  from  Bedale 
Beck,  the  Wiske,  the  Ure,  and  Pickering  Beck.  Every- 
thing so  far  this  winter  has  been  more  or  less  against 
the  angler,  even  the  more  hardy  pike  fishers.  The 
mild  weather  and  the  floods  during  last  autumn  drove 
many  pike  very  early  to  the  spawning  grounds,  and 
grayling  anglers  have  up  to  the  present  fared  in- 
differently, owing  to  the  adverse  meteorological 
conditions.  There  is  no  consolation  in  reflecting  on 
the  poor  season  for  grayling,  and  hope  lies  in  the 
trout  prospects. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  atithe 
Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  6,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the  chair, 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  hon.  secretary  read  a  report  from  the 
society's  agent  at  Deal.  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  then  read 
a  very  interesting  paper,  entitled  "  Some  Observations 
on  Fishing  on  Marks,"  which  he  commenced  by 
remarking  upon  the  well-known  practice  of  boatmen, 
before  dropping  the  anchor,  working  the  boat  on  to 
certain  bearings,  so  that  the  baits  fall  among  the  fish 
on  the  right  spot.  When  the  imi^ortance  of  the 
feeding  habits  of  various  species  of  fish  are  realised, 
the  reason  for  this  will  be  manifest— there  they  find 
their  food.  Fish,  like  other  animated  beings,  have 
two  main  objects— first,  to  continue  the  species; 
second,  to  find  food.  The  lecturer  confined  his  remarks 
to  habits  of  fish  in  seeking  their  prey ;  he  stated  that 
the  very  shape  of  the  fish  will  give  a  clue, 
illustrated  by  sketches  of  cod,  pouting,  whiting,  and 
pollack.  The  cod,  from  its  conformation,  shovels 
along  the  bottom  and  picks  up  everything  handy  ;  the 
pouting,  ill  equipped  for  fast  swimming,  dodges  and 
turns  about  quickly,  and  therefore  seeks  the  spot  where 
the  eddies  bring  the  food  ;  the  whiting  is  different, 
and  follows  the  shoals  of  small  fish  in  clear  and  open 
water,  being  a  fast  swimmer ;  pollack,  a  strong  fish, 
seizes  his  prey  from  beneath  as  it  whirls  past  him. 
Thus  differing  structure  is  found  with  different  en- 
vironment;  the  gurnard  and  bull-head  ramp  about 
the  bottom,  there  finding  shrimps  and  worms  ;  the 
bream,  similarly  built  to  the  pouting,  is  extremely 
gregarious.  He  defined  the  flatfish  as  all  bottom 
feeders,  each  after  its  kind  finding  out  the  bottom 
which  provides  its  food.  He  pointed  out  that  it  was 
noticeable  that  flatfish,  differing  from  cod  and  whiting, 
swim  with  the  tide,  feeding  as  they  go.  The  conger 
lurks  in  shelter  during  the  day,  mainly  coming  out  to 
feed  by  night.  The  boatmen  have  aii  idea  that  they 
are  affected  by  cold,  and  when  found  floating  on  a  calm 
and  frosty  night  call  them  wind-blown,  the  fish  fancying 
the  bright  stars  to  be  bait  and  so  filling  themselves 
with  wind  as  to  be  incapable  of  sinking.  It  must  be 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  habit  of  the  fish  when  feeding 
must  be  borne  in  mind  when  picking  out  the  best 
positions.  This  is  where  the  knowledge  of  local 
marks  is  important.  The  boatman  has  used  many 
years  of  patient  watchfulness  following  the  teachings 
of  a  father  and  a  grandfather,  this  knowledge  not 
being  obtained  in  a  few  days,  nor  can  charts  help 
much.    Pollack  and  bream  require  the  bearings  to  be 


hit  off  exactly,  whiting  and  flatfish  generally  scatter. 
As  to  bearings,  the  lecturer,  by  aid  of  diagrams,  ex- 
plained their  nature.  A  black  rock  near  an  island,  with 
a  steeple  or  a  tree  for  the  other  end  of  the  line,  was  given 
as  an  instance  of  a  double  mark.  The  practice  of  single 
rnarks  was  also  explained.  The  lecturer  called  atten- 
tion to  anchoring  to  windward  and  tideward  of  his 
mark  to  hit  it  exactly.  The  time  of  tide,  he  stated,  is 
also  important,  as  fish  will  alter  their  position  on  a 
reef,  and  as  the  tide  changes  it  is  necessary  to  move 
position.  The  lecturer  then  proceeded  to  offer 
some  words  of  advice.  Should  a  fisherman  give 
an  angler  his  marks,  do  not  communicate  them  to 
others  without  his  permission :  they  are  the  man's 
stock-in-trade,  --^gain,  when  in  a  new  place  and 
selecting  a  fisherman,  pick  up  an  old  crabber,  as  he 
knows  well  the  lie  of  the  reefs.  In  conclusion,  the 
lecturer  illustrated  his  remarks  by  reference  to  his 
recent  experiences  at  Looe.  An  interesting  discussion 
then  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Edwards,  the  chair- 
man, and  the  hon.  sec.  took  part.  Hearty  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  lectm-er  and  chairman,  with  the  usual 
toast  to  the  society,  closed  the  meeting.  The  next 
lecture  will  take  place  on  Feb.  20,  at  8  p.m.,  by 
the  hon.  sec,  the  subject  being  "Herrings  and  their 
Allies."  Chaeles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  occupied  the  chair  at  a  committee 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  a  very  heavy 
agenda  was  dealt  with,  the  chief  item  being  perhaps 
the  election  of  honorary  members.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  annual  dinner  will  be  held  early  in  March  this 
year.  Mr.  S.  Wertheim  presided  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  which  followed.  It  was  arranged  to  ask 
Mr.  James  Tayler,  who  is  recovering  from  a  severe 
cold,  to  give  his  paper  on  "Fly  Casting"  on  Tuesday 
week,  Feb.  19,  if  he  is  then  well  enough.  We  hope 
Mr.  Tayler  may  soon  regain  his  usual  good  health.  Tlie 
concert  for  next  Tuesday,  announced  in  the  pro- 
gramme, will  not  be  held,  for  the  reason  named  in  last 
week's  report.  Fishing  reports  were  very  poor,  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  having  a  few  chub,  dace,  and  roach,  Mr. 
Gray  some  chub  from  the  Thames  on  a  very  cold  day, 
and  Mr.  Emery  a  large  number  of  chub  of  '2'^lb. 
average  weight,  as  well  as  some  roach  of  about  a 
pound — from  private  water,  of  course.  Mr.  Scott  tried 
on  the  same  day  for  a  little  while  to  get  chub,  but 
was  not  so  successful  as  Mr.  Emery,  who  had  more 
fish  altogether  than  could  conveniently  be  carried.  A 
discussion  ensued  as  to  the  probability  of  being  able 
to  transport  large  dace,  roach,  etc.,  a  distance  alive  in 
cold  weather,  if  the  fish  were  packed  in  wet  moss  or 
aquatic  weed  on  trays,  the  journey  causing  them  to  be 
out  of  the  water,  say,  four  hours.  It  is,  of  course, 
quite  a  common  experience  to  find  fish  alive  in  the 
winter  time  hours  after  they  have  been  removed  from 
the  water,  but  the  consensus  of  opinion  appeared  to 
be  that  though  the  fish  might  undergo  such  a  journey 
as  suggested,  and  be  turned  in  alive,  in  the  case  of 
large  fish  only  a  proportion  might  be  relied  upon  to 
survive.  An  experiment,  therefore,  with  large  and 
valuable  specimen  fish  would  be  hazardous.  The 
smaller  fish  seemed  to  be  possessed  of  more  vitality, 
and  might  be  transferred  a  distance  packed  in  wet 
grass  with  success.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
followed  the  toast  of  the  Gresham. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  good  muster  of  members  at  Monday's 
meeting,  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman  in  the  chair,  and  those 
who  braved  the  particularly  inclement  weather  were 
amply  rewarded  for  any  discomfort  they  .suffered,  in 
seeing  a  handsome  display  of  large  pike,  caught  in 
the  society's  water  on  the  Kennet,  at  Newbury. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  the  lucky  exhibitor,  and  in 
response  to  the  chairman's  inquiries  be  narrated 
how,  when,  and  where  he  captured  the  brace  of  grand 
pike  shown.  The  two  fish  went  exactly  271b.  5oz.,  the 
heaviest  fish  scaling  5oz.  over  141b.  Besides  the  pike, 
Mr.  Fletcher  brought  up  a  chub  of  21b.  12oz.,  also 
from  Newbury.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the 
display  was  much  admired,  and  that  the  popular  and 
fortunate  member's  health  was  drunk  right  heartily  in 
connection  with  the  toast  of  the  "  Successful  Angler," 
to  which  Mr.  Fletcher  replied.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
also  had  some  pike  from  Newbury,  his  (Mr.  Thompson's) 
biggest  fish  going  81b.  6oz.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  had 
three  sorts  of  fish  from  the  same  water — a  brace  of 
pike,  a  brace  of  grayling,  and  one  single  roach. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  ought  to  have  had  a  heavy  pike.  He 
hooked  the  monster  hard  by  Critchfield's  Corner,  but 
it  promptly  dashed  into  the  piles  close  by,  and  finally 
broke  away,  to  the  lament  of  the  piscator.  Roach, 
however,  were  quite  unapproachable,  for  Mr.  G.  H. 
Bywaters,  who  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention  |to 


Rutilus,  met  with  no  return  for  hours  of  patient 
fishing.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  had  been  to  the  Avon 
after  jack,  and  had  plenty  of  fish  of  a  kind.  In  an 
hour  and  a  quarter  he  landed  throe  brace  and  a  half, 
but  his  top  fish  weighed  only  51b.  In  this  river  the 
roach  were  dead  off  feed,  and"  Mr.  M.  de  Courcy  found 
the  same  thing  obtain  at  Uxbridge.  On  this  latter 
water  roach  have  been  sulking  for  weeks  past,  but  in 
March  they  will,  or  should,  wake  up,  and  large  fish 
ought  then  to  be  creeled.  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd  tried 
two  days  for  chub  and  roach  up  Thames.  The  water 
was  of  a  nasty  colour,  and  very  white-looking.  His 
sport  was  poor.  The  chairman  mentioned  that 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  who,  to  the  regret  of  members,  is 
confined  to  the  house  through  illness,  had  caught 
several  pike  at  Christchurch,  including  a  nine-pounder. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf's  paper  on  Irish  Mayfly  Pishing 
will  be  read  on  Monday  next,  and  will  be  illustrated 
by  lantern  slides,  manipulated  by  Mr.  R.  Clay. 

M.  DE  C. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr.  Abbott,  Rossland,  British  Columbia. — Sorry 
your  Christmas  number  did  not  reach  you  :  another 
has  been  sent. 

C.  C,  Bootle. — The  last  paper  we  published  was 
"  Casting  from  the  Reel,"  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Emery,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Jan.  19. 

G.  B.,  Accrington. — We  do  not  know  where  you  can 
get  the  map  of  the  Ribble  Fishery  District,  but  the 
clerk  of  the  county  council  will  tell  you.  The  dis- 
trict includes  all  the  rivers  and  their  tributaries  flow- 
ing into  the  sea  between  lines  drawn  due  west  from 
(1)  Blackpool  and  (2)  Formby  New  Church  Tower. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for 
1893  contained  a  map  of  England  and  Wales  showing 
all  the  fishery  districts,  but  on  a  small  scale,  of  course. 
We  think  a  copy  can  be  had  at  the  Act  Office,  Messrs. 
Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  East  Harding-street,  Fleet- 
street.    Price  about  Is. 

"  Late. — The  postal  authorities  may  sometimes  be  in 
fault,  but,  unless  press  matter  is  posted  so  as  to  arrive 
early  on  Thursday  mornings,  the  postmen  cannot  be 
blamed. 

G.  Willis. — If  you  write  to  Will  Chambers  and  Co., 
25,  Market-place,  Manchester,  you  may  procure  all 
you  are  in  want  of.  [See  advertisement  on  front  page 
of  cover.) 


Covresponbence. 

[_Wc  do  not  liold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND  ON  "  ECONOMICAL 
LINES"  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Myself  and  three  friends  propose  taking 
our  summer  holiday  fishing  in  July  or  August.  We 
intend  camping  out,  and  should  be  pleased  to  have 
your  opinion  as  to  the  best  district  in  Ireland.  We 
should  best  like  mixed  fishiifg  without  salmon — i.e., 
coarse  and  trout  fishing. 

Some  district  in  fairly  close  proximity  to  England 
would  suit  us  best.  We  have  had  the  river  Bush 
suggested.  Should  you  think  this  a  good  spot  ?  We 
want  to  do  it  on  economical  lines.  Gould  you  give  us 
some  idea  of  our  total  expense,  exclusive  of  railway 
fares  ?  Do  you  think  "  Hi  Regan  "  would  give  us  his 
advice  ? — Yours  truly,  Harry  Pyk. 

Wo  wrote  to  "Hi  Regan"  for  Jlr.  Pye,  and  he 
kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

"The  question  of  '  coarse '  fish  greatlylconrplicates 
this  query.  The  Bush  fishings  are  only  likely  to  give 
ftill  satisfaction  to  salmon  fishers,  which  Mr.  Pye  and 
his  friends  seem  not  to  desire.  On  the  whole,  perhaps 
they  would  find  (in  the  order  I  write  them)  the 
following  places  as  centres  to  fish  from :  Athlonc, 
Foxford,  Ballina,  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  near  Ballinrobe 
(co.  Mayo)  :  river  Moy,  Bunrea,  Dheel,  and  Loughs 
Conn,  Cullen,  and  (from  Ballina)  Talt,  and  Lough 
Mask.  The  time,  July  and  August,  is  a  little  late 
except  for  sea  trout.  "  Hi  Regan." 

[We  believe  that  Spiddle,  near  Galway,  is  a  good 
centre  for  "  roughing  it."  But  for  pike,  perch,  rudd, 
trout,  etc.,  probably  Athlone  is  best. — Ed.] 


THE  TUNNY  FAMILY  NOT  MORMONS. 
TUNNY  PISHING  IN  EUROPE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  printer  has  made  me  owe  an 
apology  to  the  tunny  family  by  describing  them  as 
"mormons"  when  I  wrote  "enormous."  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  hint  anything  in  disparagement  of  their 
matrimonial  relations  or  moral  character  !  That  they 
are  sport-giving  fish  is  evident  from  the  note  in  the 
Field  to  which  I  alluded. 

The  writer  stated  that  immense  numbers  of  tunny 
follow  the  shoals  of  "  palamout,"  or  horse-mackerel, 
down  the  Bosphorus  and  Marmora  in  the  autumn, 
even  pursuing  them  into  the  fixed  nets  in  which  the 
palamout  are  caught  in  thousands,  and  sometimes 
causing  such  trouble  in  the  final  pocket  thereof  that 
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the  fishermen  often  call  for  foreigners  to  shoot  the 
intruders  with  rifles.  Others  swim  round  the  outside 
of  the  nets  to  catch  the  palamout  which  leap  over. 
At  such  times  it  is  very  easy  to  catch  the  tunny  on  a 
line. 

An  Armenian  simply  fixed  a  huge  hook  on  a  clothes- 
line and  haited  it  with  a  palamout  weighing  two  or 
three  pounds,  tying  the  end  of  his  line  to  the  nose  of 
his  caique.  As  soon  as  the  hait  was  taken  he 
allowed  the  fish  to  tow  his  boat  about  till  it  was 
partially  exhausted,  when  he  hauled  it  alongside  and 
finished  it  with  a  Tevolver.  He  soon  caught  two  in 
this  way,  but  the  third  tunny  was  so  energetic  that  it 
frightened  the  Armenian,  and  he  cut  the  line. 

The  owner  of  the  "corral"  of  nets  offered  the 
correspondent  a  caique  and  line  if  he  could  stay  till 
the  next  shoal  came  along,  and  would  guarantee  he 
would  catch  at  least  two  or  three  tunny  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  shore. 

I  have  quoted  almost  literally.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  if  the  correspondent  availed  himself  of 
the  offer,  and  what  sport  resulted.  Substitution  of 
powerful  tarpon  tackle  for  the  "huge  hook  and  clothes- 
line" would  doubtless  result  in  largely  increased 
sport.— Yours  very  faithfully,        Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Clalais,  Feb.  4.   


IN 


PRAISE  OF  THE  NOTTINGHAM  REEL, 
AND  A  HINT. 
Dear  Sir,— I  much  enjoyed  reading  Mr.  Euwright's 
masterly  paper  on  "  Casting  from  the  Reel,"  inserted 
in  the  Fishintj  Gazette  of  Jan.  19.  To  me  it  is  the 
best  fun  in  the  world,  and,  for  real  business,  what 
other  method  can  hold  a  candle  to  it  ?  The  best  pike 
I  ever  killed  (241  lb.)  was  picked  up  at  the  end  of  a 
long  cast  from  the  reel,  while  spinning  with  a  natural 
bait.  And  from  the  nature  of  my  surroundings  I  am 
convinced  that  had  the  fish  not  been  in  instant  and 
direct  connection  with  the  reel,  he  would,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  be  harassing  the  smaller  fish  in  that 
pond  in  the  Midlands  still. 

After  studying  Mr.  Enwright's  paper  intelligently, 
and  practising  his  method  with  some  degree  of 
patience,  there  can  exist  no  great  difficulty  in  casting 
well  from  the  reel.  I  would,  however,  mention  a 
matter  which  I  did  not  observe  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Enwright  in  his  paper,  but  to  which,  I  am  sure, 
attention  should  be  paid.  I  refer  to  the  reeling  in  of 
the  line.  How  few,  comparatively  speaking,  reel  in 
their  line  properly  while  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectancy 
for  the  looked- for  tug  1  Yet  here  lies  one  of  the  secrets 
of  a  good  cast.  An  even  placing  of  the  line  from  side 
to  side  of  the  reel,  run  between  finger  and  thumb  of 
the  hand  gripping  the  rod,  is  too  often  a  mere  accident. 
One  sees  instead  a  tall  ridge  between  the  discs,  or  a 
series  of  the  same,  when  the  coils  must  slip  away  and 
become  loose  ;  or  the  line  packed  up  on  one  side  so  as 
to  clog,  and  effect  the  freedom  of  the  reel.  Result — 
a  dead  stop  in  mid-air,  bait  beyond  recall,  a  nasty 
tangle,  and  bad  language. 

I  remember,  some  years  ago,  fishing  with  a  friend 
who,  though  a  keen  angler,  was  not  a  finished  exponent 
of  this  style.  Being  an  old  schoolfellow,  I  was  per- 
mitted to  rate  him  soundly  on  his  evident  stupidity 
for  altogether  he  gave  me  considerable  trouble,  and 
time  was  precious.  But  he  is  a  droll  boy,  and  his 
remarks  were  too  much  for  the  mask  of  annoyance 
with  which  I  sought  to  reprove  him.  His  most  erratic 
attempt,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me  at  this  time, 
happened  when  a  good  stretch  of  bank  divided  us,  and 
while  I  supposed  things  were  going  a  little  more 
smoothly.  I  was  apprised. of  the  contrary,  however, 
l)y  a  severe  thump  on  the  ribs,  and  a  curious  winding 
of  some  object  round  my  body.  Then  followed  a  long- 
drawn  peal  of  laughter.  I  "was  so  surprised  by  this 
sudden  assault  that  moments  passed  ere  I  recovered 
sufficiently  to  interpret  tlie  cause,  and  the  laughter 
seemed  ill  applied.  But  when  "  Patty  "—that  is  what 
we  called  liim  at  school — strove  a  little  later  to 
remove,  amid  similar  outbursts,  his  bait  from  my 
necktie,  I  think  I  laughed  too.— Yours  truly, 

Phil  Sansom. 


FISHING  NEAR  COLOMBO,  CEYLON. 
Dear  Sir, — You  were  so  kind  last  year  to  recommend 
me  fishing  at  Hungerford,  where  I  fished  with  great 
pleasure,  and  some  success.  The  trout  are  large  and 
numerous,  though  difficult  of  approach.  I  now  find 
myself  going  to  Ceylon,  and  shall  have  fourteen  days  at 
Colombo  and  in  its  neighbourhood.  Could  you  give  me 
any  idea  if  there  is  any  fishing  there,  and  also  what 
kind?  I  should  propose,  unknowing,  to  take  a  pike 
rod  and  some  spoon  baits,  but  any  definite  news  of  the 
fishing  there  would  be  of  great  service.— Yours  faith- 
fully^ A.  G.  Wetherby. 

P.S. — In  case  of  any  success, -I  should  be  most  glad, 
of  course,  to  report  the  matter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
if  of  sufficient  interest. 

[We  hope  some  reader  may  be  able  to  help 
Mv.  Wetherby.  There  are  English  trout  in  some  of 
the  streams  of  Ceylon,  but,  we  fear,  not  near 
Colombo.— Ed.] 

HOW  TO  FISH  A  WEEDY  POND. 
Dear  Sir, — Last  summer  my  two  young  brothers 
spent  their  Jiolidays  fishing  on  the  Wye,  staying  at  a 
farmhouse  near  Ross.  On  the  farm  was  a  very  likely 
looking  pond,  but  it  was  much  overrun  on  the  sides 
with  weeds,  so  one  of  my  brothers  conceived  the  idea 
of  ballasting  with  stones  a  fifty-four  gallon  cask,  and 
punted  himself  with  a  pole  out  into  the  middle  of  the 
pond,  with  the  result  that  in  less  than  an  hour-  he 
succeeded  in  catching  over  sixty  perch  averaging 
over  ^Ib.  each.  The  photograph  was  taken  on  the 
spot  by  my  other  brother.    I  showed  the  picture  the 


LIST  OF  FARMHOUSES  AND  INNS  WANTED 
IN  THE  SOUTH  OF  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  if  you  would  let  me 
know,  through  the  medium  of  your  interesting  and 
useful  journal,  where  I  could  obtain  a  list  of  farm- 
houses and  inns,  with  prices,  if  possible,  for  accom- 
modation whilst  angling.  One  dealing  only  with  the 
South  of  England  would  do.  I  find  it  rather  difficult 
to  fix  on  a  suitable  place  to  stay  at,  when  arranging 
the  details  of  an  angling  tour.  I  consider  that  a  club 
somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  C.T.C.,  but  for  anglers, 
would  be  a  great  boon.  But  this,  I  suppose,  will  not 
come  to  pass — at  least,  not  yet  awhile.  I  must 
apologise  for  troubling  you,  and  beg  to  remain, — 
Yours,  etc.,  A.  C.  Salt. 

[We  are  not  aware  that  any  list  is  published  for  the 
South  of  England— few  railways  are  so  enterprising  in 
this  matter  as  the  Great  Eastern  Railway.  If  Mr.  Salt 
does  not  know  the  "  Anglers'  Diary,"  he  will  find  it 
verv  useful :  it  is  advertised  in  our  columns. — Ed. J 


season  on  the  Usk  and  its  tributaries,  and  for  the 
Usk  I  am  given  to  understand,  as  far  as  its  lower 
reaches  are  concerned.  The  early  days — to  wit,  !March 
and  April — are  much  the  best  for  the  wily  trout.  Ten 
days  later,  on  Feb.  25,  the  waters  of  the  Taff  and  Ely 
Association  on  the  Ely  River  are  thrown  oiien  once 
more  to  the  fly-fisherman.  The  Bridgend  district, 
which  includes  the  Ogmore  and  Ewenny,  as  well  as 
their  tributaries,  and  the  Thaw— or  Cowbridge  River, 
as  it  is  more  commonly  called— has  to  wait  the  advent 
of  lilarch  for  the  relaxation  of  the  close  time ;  while 
the  Wye  and  its  affluents  are  likewise  closed  till 
March  2. 

Conversing  the  other  day  with  a  well-known  local 
angler  and  "  old  hand  "  on  the  prospects  of  the  coming 
season,  I  elicited  his  opinion  was  that  they  were  good. 
The  season  has  been  a  very  open  one.  It  certainly 
was  much  warmer  at  Christmastide  than  at  the  present 
moment,  yet  hard  frosts  have  been  conspicuous  by 
their  absence,  and  when  frost  appeared  it  lasted 
scarcely  more  than  two  days  properly.  The  heaviest 
fall  of  snow,  which  only  came  after  the  beginning  of 
January,  lay  on  the  ground  for  twenty-four  hours  only. 
Rivers  are  at  present  running  full,  and  it  goes  without 
saying  almost,  in  face  of  the  amount  of  wet  and  rain 
we  have  experienced  during  the  past  winter,  that  the 
springs  and  country  mu.st  be  full  of  water,  and  the 
angler  need  scarcely  fear  any  shrinking  of  the  streams 
in  the  early  season  this  year.  At  present  we  have  only 
to  stand  by  in  patience— the  patience  with  which  the 
angler  is  so  amply  endowed,  get  our  tackle  in  order, 
and  hope  for  some  balmy  weather  to  hatch  out  the 
first  batch  of  flies  for  the  benefit  of  our  first  cast  in  the 
season  of  1901.  Climatic  conditions,  at  the  moment 
of  writing,  are,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  first  lines,  very 
adverse  to  any  fly-fishing.  The  balmy  days  are  sure 
to  come,  however,  and  till  then  we  must  "  bide  a 


other  day  to  my  friend  Mr.  Bond,  of  Ashbourne, 
secretary  to  the  Birds  Grove  Fishing  Club,  whom,  I 
believe,  you  know.  He  thought  the  picture  was  very 
good,  and  worthy  of  reproduction.— Yours  faithfully,  - 

Lichfield.  Arthur  W.  B.^rnes. 

[Of  course  it  wants  doing  carefully,  but  this  seems 
to  us  to  be  an  excellent  plan,  provided  you  are  sure 
the  cask  will  not  leak,  or  the  bottom  fall  out.— Ed. j 


EARLY  TROUT  IN  CARDIFF. 
Dear  Sir, — Rain,  fi-ost,  snow,  thaw,  rain,  frost, 
sleet!  That  has  been  just  ab^ut  the  order  of  things 
since  Christmas— since,  perhaps,  the  commencement 
of  this  century.  To-day,  Jlonday,  Feb.  i,  with  a  kind 
of  sleet  falling  in  not  too  copious  showers,  I  passed 
down  one  of  the  principal  streets  of  Cardiff,  and, 
pausing  before  a  fi.shmonger's  shop,  soon  espied  what 
I  only  too  well  expected,  and  regretted,  to  see— a 
dozen"  or  more  trout  exposed  for  sale  on  the  same 
fishmonger's  slab.  With  the  exception  of  the  largest 
and  another,  they  all  appeared  in  good  condition  for 
so  early  in  the  "year;  that  large  one  would,  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  have  weighed  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
a  pound  ;  all  the  others  were  smaller.  The  (luestion 
which  has,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  under  similar 
conditions,  passed  through  my  brain,  again  took  its 
usual  course  as  I  stood  contemplating  those  trout, 
"Whence  came  they?"  I  did  not  seek,  nor  have 
ever  sought,  an  answer  to  this  question  from  the  fish- 
monger himself,  as  very  probably  he  would  be  unable 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity.  I  opine  the  native  place  of 
those  trout  is  Ireland.  I  may  be  wrong ;  but  has  it 
not  been  said  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
Irish  trout  find  their  way  into  the  market  the  day  or 
day  after  the  season  opens  ? 

There  is  not  very  long  to  wait  now  for  the  general 
opening  of  the  trout  streams  in  this  neighbourhood ; 
in  factrthe  Rumney  is  opened  under  the  Conservancy 
licence,  on  the  1st  or  2nd  of  this  month.  Friday 
week,  Feb. .  15,  witnesses  the  commencement  of  the 


wee  "  ! — Yours  trulv, 
Feb.  4. 


Ernest  Webster. 


ROACH  AND  TEMPERATURES,  ETC. 
Sir, — I  know  of  no  fish  that  is  more  susceptible  to 
a  change  of  temperature  than  the  roach.  For  instance, 
in  his  most  interesting  article,  "  H.  A.  R. "  says : 
"  As  the  sun  got  up,  and  the  air  increased  in  warmth 
far  more  rapidly  than  the  water,  the  roach  came  on." 
And  again,  "  They  fed,  too,  all  the  better  as  the  air 
became  warmer."  Just  so.  In  his  fifth  paragraph  we 
come  to  a  poser.  He  says :  "It  was  freezing  hard,  so 
much  so  that  icicles  hung  from  the  rings  of  the  rod, 
and  the  crust  was  frozen  into  little  lumps  of  ice ; 
still  the  roach  were  well  on,"  but  "on  the  sarne  water, 
on  a  perfect  counterpart  of  a  day  when  the  water 
froze  to  the  rod  rings,  the  roach  would  touch  nothing." 
If  the  water  were  discoloured  on  the  first  occasion,  and 
clear  on  the  second,  I  could  understand  it.  He  says, 
"  On  the  same  water,"  but  may  I  ask  was  it  the  same 
swim?  Why?  Because  an  angler  goes  to  his  swim, 
dips  in  his  thermometer,  and  takes  the  temperature — 
i.e.,  close  to  the  surface;  but  the  temperature  of  an 
eight-feet,  ten-feet,  or  twelve-feet  swim  may  be  (I 
should  think  must  be)  several  degrees  warmer  at  the 
bottom  than  it  is  near  the  surface,  and  it  may  be  these 
few  degrees  of  warmth  that,  in  the  matter  of  feeding, 
make  all  the  difference  to  the  roach.  At  any  rate, 
three  or  four  degrees  do  often  make  a  difference,  that 
is  quite  certain.  You  think  not.  Very  well.  If  he  says 
it  was  the  same  swim,  and  the  water  was  in  the  same 
condition,  what  then?  Well,  the  water  might  look 
to  be  in  the  same  condition,!  and  yet  not  be  so  by 
any  means.    I  will  try  and  explain. 

There  is  scarcely  a  river  (and  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  Colne  is  an  exception)  into  which  certain  deleterious 
substances  are  not  emptied  ;  it  may  be  the  refuse  from 
the  barrels  of  the  beer  that  is  being  sold  all  over  the 
country  and  poisoning  (?)  the  people;  or,  worse  still,  the 
effect  of  the  chemicals  that  are  used  in  its  manufacture. 
Then  there  is  your  soapery,  tannery,  gasery,  oilery, 
piggery,  pitchery,  and  all  the  other  "  erys  "  there  is  no 
occasion  to  mention  ;  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
this,  and  this  alone,  often  affects  the  appetites  of  fish 
for  days,  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  and  thirty  miles 
down  stream,  according  to  the  size  of  the  river,  and 
the  amount  of  filth  flowing  in,  and  when  I  say  thirty 
miles  I  mean  thirty  miles  from  a  big  town  on  a  big 
river.  If  you  saw  the  river  you  would  perhaps  say, 
"It  is  aU'Graudmother  Hubbard."  Very  well:  we 
simply  do  not  agree,  that  is  all.  If  "  H.  \.  R."  has 
ever  tasted  the  water  of  a  pond  or  lake  in  which  scures 
of  tons  of  weeds,  rushes,  reeds,  are  dying  and  rotting, . 
he  will  have  some  idea  of  what  I  mean  ;  and  if  the 
ground  is  covered  with  leaves,  as  I  have  often  seen  it, 
it  does  not  improve  the  flavour,  mare  especially  if  there 
is  a  good  solid  carpet  of  beech  leaves— and  willow  leaves 
are  no  better.  The  angler  who  cannot  get  a  bite  from 
bleak,  small  roach,  or  silver  bream  (not  even  with 
gentles)  may  call  me  an  ass  or  a  fool,  and  say  it  is  all 
bosh,  for  he"  cannot  see  anything  the  matter  with  the 
water,  but  you  may  take  my  word  that,  whether  he 
can  or  not,  the  effect  is  disastrous. 

"  H.  \.  R."  is  no  doubt  aware  that  sheep- washing  in 
small  streams  has  a  terrible  effect  a  good  distance 
from  where  the  washing  takes  place,  killing  the  tisU 
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by  hundreds.  I  see  in  his  first  paragraph  ho  says  : 
"  Up  to  Christmas  the  water  was,  perhaps,  somewhat 
low  and  ,  clear,  and  the  sport  should  have  been 
decidedly  good.  But  what  has  been  the  result? 
Small  takes,  or  none  at  all."  Just  so.  The  lower  the 
water  the  worse  is  the  effect. 

Of  course,  "  H.  A.  R."  may  be  able  to  prove  that  I 
am  altogether  wrong.  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  if  he 
can.  I  will  say  nothing  about  the  Lea  and  another 
suburban  river. 

He  asks:  "Are  roach  capable  of  fasting  for  days 
together  ?  "  In  reply,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  kept 
all  sorts  of  fish  alive  for  days  together,  from  pike  to 
sticklebacks,  without  giving  them  a  particle  of 
food. 

I  once  kept  a  pike  for  fourteen  months  in  a  tank 
half  full  of  dead  leaves  that  I  never  even  saw  for 
many  days  together.  There  were  two  carp  in  the 
same  tank,  and  one  morning  I  found  that  Master 
Pike  had  bolted  one  of  them  and  was  swollen  out  like 
a  balloon.  Of  course,  fresh  water  came  in  every 
day. 

Certain  snakes  have  become  so  hungry  that  they  have 
taken  creatures  large  enough  to  burst  their  skins' ;  and 
I  have  known  tench  take  from  six  to  one  dozen  good- 
sized  worms  at  one  meal,  possibly  after  a  very  long 
fast.  If  bream,  tench,  and  carp  can  do  without  food  for 
weeks  in  ponds,  say  when  the  ice  is  thick  enough  to  bear, 
and  they  are  all  perhaps  in  the  mud,  why  should  not 
roach  do  without  food  for,  say,  a  week  '?  The  pro- 
bability is  that  they  can  without  difficulty. 

Again,  when  pike  attempt  to  swallow  creatures  that 
choke  them,  I  should  think  the  pangs  of  hunger  must 
be  tremendous ;  but  with  many  fish  how  seldom  seems 
to  be  the  desire  for  food  on  a  large  scale  ! 

Like  "  H.  A.  R.,"  I  have  also  seen  roach  priming  on 
a  bitterly  cold  day,  but  as  far  as  catching  them  was 
concerned  I  might  as  well  have  thrown  my  hat  at 
them. 

I  should  really  be  obliged  if  he  would  explain  how 
he  prepares  his  cubes  of  bread  to  enable  one  to  fish  a 
swim  twenty  yards  in  length  or  less.  Some  anglers 
let  the  crust  soak  for  five  minutes,  others  fifteen,  and 
so  on ;  but  a  well-known  Thames  professional  says  : 
"  I  soak  it  at  least  six  hours,  more  often  twelve,  and 
even  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  will  not  spoil  it." 
Now,  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  must  be  something 
wrong  somewhere.  I  wish  the  Thames  professional 
had  told  us  why.  If  the  professional  is  right  (and  I 
expect  he  is),  then  manv  other  anglers  must  be 
wrong.— Yours,  etc.,  "  The  Old  Dodo." 


preserved  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  moderate 
terms;  also  most  comfortable  accommodation,  with 
every  home  comfort,  facing  the  river  and  near  the 
fishery.— Yours  truly,  M.  A.  Grace. 

Grace's  Hotel,  Killaloe. 


Deae  Sir, — We  would  suggest  Lough  Melvin  to 
"  Constant  Reader  "  as  a  fishing  quarter  where  he  is 
certain  to  obtain  good  spring  salmon  fishing  any  time 
from  March  15  to  May  10.  As  many  as  four  salmon  a  day 
to  one  rod  were  taken  there  during  last  fishing  season. 
If  "  Constant  Reader  "  wi  1  communicate  with  Mr.  A. 
Scott,  of  the  hotel,  Garrison,  co.  Fermanagh,  he 
n\Ir.  Scott)  will  send  him  full  particulars  regarding  the 
fishing  and  terms  for  same.  Mr.  Scott's  hotel  is  within 
150  yards  of  the  lake  shore,  and  is  a  well-known  anglers' 
resort. — Faithfully  yours,         M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Ballyshannon. 


THE  LAYMAN  PNEUMATIC  BOAT. 

Deab  Sir,— I  shall  be  glad  if  you,  or  any  one  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  can  say  if  I  can  get 
Layman's  Pneumatic  Boat,  for  duck  shooting  or  loch 
fishing,  in  this  country ;  and,  if  so,  I  should  like  to 
know  the  name  of  the  firm  supplying  it,  and  the  price. 
It  is  a  portable  rubber  boat  of  peculiar  shape,  weighing 
about  201b.,  and  is,  I  believe,  an  American  invention" 
— Yom-s  faithfully,  Geo.  T.  Bruce. 

Inverness,  Jan.  .31. 

[We  had  an  illustrated  notice  of  the  Layman  boat 
m  the  Fishinq  Gazette  some  years  ago,  and  I  had  an 
idea  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ayr-street,  Piccadilly, 
were  London  agents,  but  they  inform  us  they  are  not. 
The  inventor's  address  is  853,  Broadway,  New  York 
—Ed.] 


HOW  MANY  RIVERS  ARE  THERE  IN 
ENGLAND  ? 
Dear   Sib,— Could    any  reader  of    the  Fishing 
Gazette  kindly  inform  me  how  many  tidal  rivers 
there  are  in  England  alone  ?    The  rivers  I  mean  are 
those  connected  with  the  sea.    An  answer  through 
your  medium,  giving  the  names  of  the  rivers,  will 
oblige  a  great  many  anglers  of  Leeds.— Yours  truly. 
One  who  Wants  to  Know. 
[Sorry  we  have  no  idea. — Ed.] 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 
Dear  Sir,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
Boston  Bittern,"  I  have  in  my  time  done  a  lot  of 
casting  from  the  reel,  and,  being  right-handed,  always 
fixed  my  reel  with  handles  to  the  right,  but  always 
controlled  the  reel  with  my  right  hand  and  not  the 
left,  and  was  of  opinion  that  most  right-handed 
anglers  did  the  same.  Any  person  casting  from  the 
reel  must,  to  do  so  properly,  hold  the  rod  with  both 
hands,  thus  necessitating  a  "  change  of  hands,"  if  that 
be  the  proper  term  to  use,  for  winding-in  purposes 
after  the  cast  is  made,  no  matter  whether  the  angler 
be  right-  or  left-handed.  I  may  here  remark  fhat 
"ambidexter"  means  able  to  use  either  hand  with 
equal  facility.— Yours  truly,  Henry  Tisley. 

GOOD  SPRING  SALMON  PISHLNG  IN 
IRELAND  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib,— If  "  Constant  Reader  "  will  try  Killaloe 
he  will  not  be  disappointed  with  the  salmon  and  trout 
fishing,  both  on  river  and  lake,  on  free  and  preserved 
water.    I  can  let  him  have  one  or  two  miles  of  strictly 


EXPERIENCES  WITH  RAINBOW  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib,— I  was  very  glad  to  read  Little  Mill's 
experience  of  the  above  variety  of  trout  in  last  week's 
issue,  but,  strange  to  say,  I  was  on  the  point  of  writiuo- 
to  you  on  the  same  subject,  as  my  friends  and 
myself  have  exactly  the  same  to  complain  about  as 
he  has. 

In  the  issue  of  Oct.  16, 1897,  a  letter  of  mine  appeared 
speaking  in  high  terms  of  the  rainbows;  but  my 
knowledge  was  evidently  in  its  infancy,  as  the 
progress  of  this  fish  does  not  appear  to  have  kept  up 
with  the  brilliant  start  it  made,  at  any  rate  as  far  as 
my  experience  goes. 

In  December  1896  a  little  angling  society  was 
formed  in  Rainhill,  a  village  close  to  Liverpool,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  over  and  obtaining  the  rights  of  fishin<T 
in  a  small  lake,  and,  this  obtained,  we  turned  in  300 
rainbow  yearlings,  and  a  similar  number  of  Loch 
Levens. 

The  following  spring  and  summer  we  fished  (fly 
only),  but  returned  all  we  caught.  The  little  rainbows 
jumped  clean  out  of  the  water  at  our  flies,  and  fought 
like  demons  up  to  the  end  of  that  season,  but,  lo  and 
behold  1  they  have  not  done  anything  of  the  sort 
since. 

We  have  kept  it  stocked  with  Loch  Levens  each  year, 
and  are  turning  in  one  hundred  more  immediately,' 
none  of  which  will  be  under  nine  inches  loua-[ 
obtained  from  the  Moorside  Fishery,  Wardle,  near 
Rochdale.  '  ' 

This  variety  of  fish  we  have  hftd  good  sport  with, 
having  had  no  difficulty  in  catching  a  couple  of  brace 
of  good-conditioned  fish  whenever  we  wanted,  thus 
proving  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  water  that  the 
rainbows  have  gone  wrong. 

Little  Mill  states  that  the  depth  in  the  deepest  part 
of  his  lake  is  thirty  feet :  in  our  case  it  is  only  four  feet  all 
over  in  the  winter,  and  down  to  two  feet  in  the  summer, 
without  any  inlet,  and  is  well  staked,  also  plenty  of 
cover  in  the  shape  of  large  drain  pipes  thrown  all  over, 
so  they  have  had  a  trial  in  deep  and  shallow  water. 
There  is  another  peculiar  occurrence  in  connection 

with  this  fish,  which  has  happened  rather  often  

namely,  the  finding  of  odd  rainbows  being  partially, 
and  sometimes  totally,  blind,  swimming  round  the 
edges  of  the  water  helplessly. 

I  do  not  want  to  write  disparagingly,  but  it  is  only 
right  for  one  to  speak  as  he  finds  in  a  case  of- this  sort, 
for  the  guidance  of  those  on  the  point  of  restocking. 

If  any  of  your  readers,  or  otherwise,  have  stocked 
their  private  ponds,  rivers,  or  lakes  with  this  variety 
of  fish  in  the  past,  and  have  turned  out  successfully,  it 
is  their  duty  to  write  stating  their  good  qualities  and 
what  they  have  discovered  in  their  habits  that  seems 
to  be  so  peculiar  and  mysterious  to  others,  and  by  so 
doing  it  will  only  be  fair  to  the  large  number  of  "fish 
hatchery  proprietors  who  have  gone  in  for  the  produc- 
tion of  this  fish  on  such  a  large  scale. — Yours  truly, 

Herbert  Francis. 


softens  in  the  water,  there  is  little  fear  of  the  gut 
being  cut.  Mr.  Thorpe's  float  is  made  on  the  same 
plan,  with  rubber  in  place  of  quill  at  one  end.— Ed.] 

HATCHING  TRAYS. 

Deab  Sib,— your  Occasional  Notes  of  last  week 
we  have  tried  zinc  hatching  trays  and  glas.s  grills,  but 
from  experimental  working  we  much  prefer  the  former. 
They  are  more  cleanly  in  every  sense,  and  cleanliness, 
as  m  everything,  is  a  sitw  quel  non,  but  more  especially 
so  at  a  fish-breeding  establishment. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Wood's  appliance  for  pre- 
paring fish  for  despatch  on  a  railwav  journey,  we  take 
it  for  granted  the  appliances  are  "placed  in  a  pond 
where  no  feeding  takes  place,  as,  if  feeding  fish  were 
in  the  same  water,  yon  would  defeat  the  object  in 
view— namely,  the  starving  of  the  fish.  We  prepare  our 
fish  m  large  tanks,  and  by  certain  labour-saving 
arrangements  we  can  catch  and  despatch  by  lorries  as 
many  as  6,000  fish  in  forty-five  minutes.  Again  we 
like  the  water  in  which  fish  are  sent  to  be  clear  and 
pure,  and  if  fish  are  lumped  in  water,  and  all  from  the 
same  water  in  which  they  were  starved— how  about 
the  dirt  the  fish  have  parted  with  durinc'  the  process 
of  preparation  ?  If  dirt  is  sent  with  the  fish,  it  stands 
to  reason  the  water  is  foul,  and  quite  unfit  for  the 
transportation  of  the  fish. 

All  fish  are  despatched  from  Wyresdale  in  water  that 
has  never  passed  through  any  ponds,  hence  they  travel 
m  water  perfectly  free  from  any  sort  of  contamination, 
and,  moreover,  the  fish  travel  in  the  same  temperature 
of  water  m  which  they  are  bred.  Our  losses  in  transit 
are  therefore  comparatively  small,  and  we  pass  through 
our  hands  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fish  in  a 
season.— Yours  faithfully,  Andrew  Henry,  Sec. 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancashire. 

175LB.  TO  THE  INCH  ON  EELS. 
Dear  Sib,— My  attention  having  been  called  to  eel 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  have  seen 
the  number  for  Jan.  26,  1901,  at  page  70,  but  not  the 
previous  numbers.  All  I  wish  to  say  is  the  facts  are 
mostly  well  known  to  anglers  and  frequenters  of  the 
river-side.  As  regards  the  pressure  of  water  1751b  to 
the  inch  (Christ.  W.  Wilson),  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
question.  What  is  the  pressure  upon  eels  when  they 
are  spawning,  and  upon  the  young  fish  when  hatched, 
m  their  spawning  quarters  in  salt  water  ?— Yours 
^"^^y^  J.  A.  Haevie  Beown. 


EELS  ON  LAND. 


MR.  OGDEN  SMITH'S  FLOATS. 
Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  2  you  describe  a 
float  made  by  Mr.  P.  Ogden  Smith.    For  several  years 
I  have  made  floats  of  this  pattern  for  .self  and  friends. 
All  who  have  used  them  pronounce  them  "excellent." 

When  first  the  idea  occurred  to  me  I  made  them 
exactly  like  Mr.  Smith's,  bat,  finding  the  quill  chafe 
the  gut  and  fine  silk  lines,  I  have  taken  to  using  a 
larger  quill,  inside  of  which,  at  the  top,  I  place  a 
small  piece  of  india-rubber  tubing:  this  prevents 
chafing,  and  is  a  safeguard  against  the  quill  cutting 
the  gut  or  line  where  the  pressure  is  greatest  when 
landing  a  fish.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  a 
suitable  tubing,  it  has  occurred  to  me  "to  line  the  top 
of  the  quill  with  cork  shavings. 

By  same  post  I  am  sending  you  one  of  my  corks, 
but,  as  I  am  only  an  amateur,  the  only  instrument 
used  is  an  ordinary  pocket-knife  and  very  fine  sand- 
paper for  smoothing.  Having  a  particular  objection 
to  coloured  floats,  I  only  use  varnish. — Yours,  etc.. 

Wood  Green.  p.  Thobpe. 

[Mr.  Smith,  of  Twickenham,  has  made  the  floats  we 
noticed  for  several  years  past.    As  the  quill  quickly 


Deab  Sir, — I  find  a  great  many  of  the  senior 
anglers  here  have  been  very  pleased  in  reading  the 
different  remarks  by  your  correspondents  on  this 
subject,  whilst  the  junior  anglers  have  been  much 
amused.    Being  an  old  angler  myself,  having  fished 
many  private  waters,  also  the  open  rivers,  I  venture, 
through  the  FisJiing  Gazette,  to  give  "facts,"  and  not 
to  be  assumptive.   First,  do  eels  travel  on  land  ?  Yes. 
To  travel  is  to  pass,  to  go,  to  perform  a  distance.  The 
natural  causes  I  cannot  explain.    When  a  boy  angler 
I  have  had  them  by  the  side  of  the  river,  and  seen 
them  come  out  of  the  stock  drinking  places.    I  have 
run  back  to  the  farmhouse  for  a  can,  and  put  them 
into  the  horse  pond.    While  driving  one  day  (about 
noon)  I  saw  one  crossing  the  road  from  a  nearly  dried- 
np  pond,  and  betake  himself  to  the  drain,  about  thirty 
yards  distant.    This  one  looked  about  lib.  in  weight, 
the  others  about  ten  inches  in  length  :  these  are  what 
we  call  eel  pouts,  a  small  kind  of  eel.    Having  a 
conversation  with  Beasley,  lock-keeper  at  Waterbeach, 
on  this  subject,  he  also  states  that  for  years  he  has- 
seen  them,  though  the  cause  he  cannot  explain.  Now, 
then,  do  eels  climb  ?    Yes.    What  about  the  lamprey 
eel,  when  all  through  mid-summer  we  see  them  out  of 
the  water  clinging  to  the  roots  of  the  trees '?   This  can 
be  seen  especially  on  the  river  at  Brandon.    Also,  I 
have  seen  them  leave  the  roots  of  the  trees  projecting 
to  the  land,  and  then  go  on  to  the  river  by  scores,  even 
when  there  was  no  dew  on  the  grass.    From  various 
other  places  plenty  of  other  evidence  could  be  given  to 
prove  that  eels  do  freely  travel  on  land— my  firm 
impression  is,  in  the  dark.    At  seasons  this  is  not 
common.— Yours  truly,  John  0.  Geobge. 

Cambridge. 

[Eels  are  supposed  to  hibernate,  to  go  to  sleep  in 
the  mud  and  in  hayricks  when  the  water  gets  too 
cold,  but  they  have  been  very  much  alive  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  this  winter,  and  may  very  well  have 
a  rest  for  a  time. — Ed.]  — 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  are  adniiialily  a(lai)teci  for  ciirinff 
diseases  incidental  to  feiiialt-s.  At  dirteieiit  periods  of  life 
women  are  subject  to  cuiniilaiiits  wliicli  rei|uire  a  peculiar 
medicine  ;  and  it  is  now  an  indisputable  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  so  suitable  for  complaints  of  this  nature  as  Holloway's 
Pills.  For  all  the  debilitating  disorders  incidental  to  the  sex 
and  in  every  contingency  ])erilous  to  the  life  and  health  of 
woman— youthful  or  aged,  iiiai  ried  or  single— they  are  a  safe 
and  reliable  remedy.  Tlu-ir  purifying  qualities  render  them 
invaluable  to  females  of  all  a-es.  They  are  searching  and 
cleansing,  yet  invigorating;  a  few  doses  will  speedily  remove 
irregularities  in  the  system,  and  thereby  establish  liealth  on  a 
sound  and  Hriii  basis 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  publislied  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
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TUNA  FISHING. 


THE  "LEAPING  TUNA"  IS  OUR  OLD 
FRIEND  THE  TUNNY. 
By  R.  B.  Marston. 

Not  only  do  some  American  anglers  claim  that 
what  they  call  the  "leaping  tuna"  is  the  gamest 
of  all  game  fish,  but  the  most  recent  American 
wi-iter  on  the  subject  claims  that  only  the  tuna 
caught  off  Catalina  Island  are  "  game  "  and  "  leap." 

In  a  most  interesting  and  well-illustrated  article 
on  tima  fishing  in  the  February  number  of  Mun- 
xey's  Magazine  *  Mr.  Maximilian  Foster  says  : 
'•  Like  all  other  representatives  of  royalty,  the  tuna 
has  a  variety  of  names.  In  the  Mediterranean  he 
is  the  tonnardo,  in  the  North  Atlantic  the  horse- 
mackerel,  in  Gei-many  the  Thimfish,  at  Catalina 
Island,  California,  he  is  the  leaping  tuna:  here 
only  he  leajys,  and  only  here  is  he  a  game  fish."' 

I  have  put  the  last  sentence  in  italic  because  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  assertion  which  is  not 
correct.  The  Italian  name  for  the  horse-mackerel 
is  trachoro  comune  and  suro.  I  doubt  if 
there  is  any  Italian  fish  called  a  tonnardo,  but 
there  is  a  method  of  fishing  for  the  tunny  called 
fonndra.  The  Italian  name  for  the  tunny  is 
tonno,  ton,  tonina,  etc. 

On  the  next  page  I  give  a  reproduction  of  the 
tuna  from  a  photograph,  and  one  of  the  tunny  from 
"  Yarrell's  British  Fishes  "—for  it  visits  our  coasts, 
and  in  1769  Pennant  saw  one  killed  at  Inveraray 
which  weighed  4601b.  In  the  Mediterranean  it 
grows  to  over  10001b. 

As  regards  the  assertion  that  the  tuna  or  tunny 
only  leaps  and  is  only  a  game  fish  at  Catalina,  I 

*  If  the  reader  of  these  lines  is  also  a  magazine 
reader,  and  does  not  know  Munseij,  then  he  will 
bless  me  for  advising  him  to  invest  sixpence  in  a  copy 
at  once— there  is  nothing  to  beat  it  at  any  price. 


will  give  a  few  quotations  which  show  that  Mr. 
Foster  is  mistaken. 

Every  year  the  tunny  enters  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  Atlantic  in  great  schools,  and  travels 
thousands  of  miles  to  its  spawning  grounds  in  the 
Black  Sea  and  Sea  of  Azov.  This  fact  was  well 
known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  tunny 
fishing  has  from  time  immemorial  been  famous 
along  the  northern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Oppian,  writing  some  seventeen  centuries  ago, 
has  many  references  to  the  game  qualities  of  the 
tunny — in  fact,  I  think  it  might  fairly  be  claimed 
for  him  that  he  was  the  first  to  call  it  the  leaping 
tuna,  since  he  says  in  his  "  Halieutics  "— 

Vexed  -with  the  puny  foe  the  tunnies  leap, 
Flounce  on  the  stream,  and  toss  the  mantling  deep, 
Ride  on  the  foaming  seas,  with  torture  rave, 
Bound  into  air,  and  dash  the  smoking  wave. 

In  another  place  he  describes  how  a  hooked 
tunny  fights  : — • 

Cetaceous  tunnies,  too,  with  equal  rage 
The  grand  dispute  of  life  and  freedom  wage. 
When  first  the  hook  inflicts  the  sudden  blow 
Downward  they  hurry  to  the  rocks  below, 
With  recent  strength  o'erpower  the  fisher's  hand. 
And,  turning,  grasp  the  pavement  of  the  sand  ; 
There  tug  the  steel,  and  tear  the  rugged  wound, 
And  gladly  with  their  fates  for  pain  compound. 

If  these  are  'not  vigorous  descriptions  of  a 
"leaping"  "game"  fish,  I  never  read  one.  Mr. 
Foster  describes  how  exhausting  tuna  fishing  is, 
and  so  does  Oppian  : — 

Here  long  with  mutual  force  the  fish  and  swain 
Each  well-contested  inch  of  sea  maintain. 

The  effect  of  the  strife  on  the  fisher  is  thus 
described : — 

His  arms  stretched  out,  his  cracking  shoulders  bow, 
And  furrow'd  frowns  contract  his  ardent  brow. 
Each  length'ning  muscle  to  its  tendons  strains, 
In  livid  ridges  swell  the  bloated  veins. 

***** 

A  crimson  torrent  from  his  straighten'd  veins 
Impetuous  spins,  and  all  his  hand  distains, 
In  crackling  sound  the  tortur'd  cord  complains 
He  ne'er  this  unrelenting  toil  declines, 
Nor  urg'd  by  pain  the  furious  load  resigns. 

***** 

"  Keep  at  him— give  it  to  him  !  "  roars  the  boat- 
man. "  Pump  him— give  him  a  lift  1  You  mustn't 
let  the  tuna  rest,  if  you  aim  ever  to  gaff  him  along- 
side. You  chug  away,  lifting  with  all  your 
strength."  So  writes  Mr.  Foster.  And  what  did 
Oppian  say,  or  rather  sing  ? — 

If  e'er  you  hope  to  tame  th'  unwieldy  prey, 
This  rule  with  most  religious  heed  obey  : 
Ne'er  let  your  intermitting  toil  afford 
Rest  to  the  oars,  or  slackness  to  the  cord. 
Should  once  the  fish  his  head  at  freedom  gain, 
All  future  force  were  impotent  and  vain. 
Oft  on  the  spikes  that  arm  th'  indented  chine 
Rolling  averse  he  saws  the  trembling  line. 
Tunnies,  and  he  that's  nam'd  from  beauteous  dye, 
Cetaceous  *  kinds,  a  strength  like  this  apply. 
But  by  the  arms  of  swains  like  these  must  "die. 

Mr.  Foster  tells  of  a  "  swain  like  this "  who 
believes  in  Oppian's  excellent  rule,  Mr.  F.  Gray 
Griswold,  of  New  York,  a  famous  tarpon  slayer, 
who  was  trying  tuna  fishing  for  the  first  time,  and 
had  lost  the  first  seven  fish  he  hooked  by  the  line 
being  cut,  among  a  school  of  the  fish.  Mi\  Griswold 
had  a  theory  that  the  tuna  could  be  killed  quickly, 
and  he  proved  it  (see  next  page  for  his  picture  with 
the  1081b.  tuna,  which  he  killed  in  nineteen  minutes 
on  June  8,  1900).  "  In  the  four  days,  from  June  8 
to  11.  he  killed  eleven  fish  weighing  from  621b. 
to  1231b.,  in  time  that  varied  from  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  to  eight  minutes.  Five  of  the  e\e\en 
were  taken  in  one  daj- — an  unprecedented  feat." 

Next  week  I  hope  to  give  an  accoimt  of  this  fine 
angler's  sport  from  his  own  pen. 

Couch  describes  the  tunny  as  so  filled  with  warm 
red  blood  as  to  give  the  flesh  the  appeai-ance  of 
beef,  the  heart  being  exceptionally  powerful.  It  is 
much  prized  as  food  in  the  Mediterranean.  "  It 
appears,"  he  saj^s,  "  on  the  Cornish  coast,  in  summer 
and  autumn,  but  is  not  often  taken,  because  it  does 
not  swallow  a  bait,  or,  at  least,  the  fishermen  use 
no  bait  that  is  acceptable  to  it ;  and  its  size  and 
strength  seldom  suffer  it  to  become  entangled  in 
their  nets.  It  feeds  on  pilchards,  herrings,  and, 
perhaps,  most  other  small  fishes  ;  but  the  skipper, 
Esox  saurus,  seems  to  be  a  favourite  prej',  for  the 
tunny  not  only  compels  it  to  seek  another  element 

That  is,  large  kinds. 


for  safety,  but  will  also  spring  to  a  considerable 
height  after  it,  usually  across  its  course,  at  the 
same  time  attempting  to  strike  down  the  prey  with 
its  tail.  Osbeck  says  it  feeds  eagerly  on  the 
cuttle." 

This  picture  of  a  leaping  tuna  shows  exactly  what 
Couch  describes,  and  proves  that  Mr.  Foster  is 
wrong  in  his  assertion  that  it  is  only  at  Catalina 
Island  that  the  fish  leaps.  By  the  wav,  I  notice 
that  he  says  the  fish  never  leap's  after  he''is  hooked, 
so  the  tarpon  and  salmon  beat  him  in  that  respect. 

I  confess  I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
accounts  of  the  grand  sport  recorded  from  time  to 
time  as  being  had  at  Catalina  Island,  and,  following 
up  "  Sarcelle's  "  hint  that  the  tuna  is  practically 
identical  with  the  tunny  of  the  .Mediterranean,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  show  what  a  game  fish  the 
latter  is,  and  suggest  with  "  Sarcelle  "  (Mr.  C.  A. 
Payton)  that  entei'i^rising  British  anglers  may 
probably  enjoy  just  as  good  sport  with  this  game 
fish  in  the  Mediterranean  as  by  going  all  the  wav 
to  California  for  it.  If  this  is  so,  then  the  following 
account  of 

How  TO  Fish  for  Tuna 
from  Mr.  Foster's  capital  article  will  be  useful  :— 
"  The  fish  appear  at  Catalina  witli  the  living  fish 
in  April,  and  depart  about  July  25.  Throughout 
the  year,  however,  solitary  fish  hover  about  the 
island.  During  the  month  of  June  the  schools  are 
numerous,  and  then  the  tuna-fishing  season  is  at 
its  height. 

"  To  kill  a  tuna  requires  perseverance,  gi-it, 
strength,  and  perhaps  nerve.  To  hook  one,  you 
must  troll  from  a  power  launch,  ever  on  the  look- 
out that  your  rod  is  not  snatched  from  your  grasp  ; 
and  once  you  have  struck  vour  fisli  you  may  ha^•e 
to  work  mind  and  muscle  at  full  pitch  for  an  hour, 
perhaps  two  hom-s,  and  perchance  six,  eight,  and 
even  ten. 

"  But  patience  is  not  a  high  essential— that  is, 
before  you  have  hooked  your  fish.  There  are  few 
stage  waits  with  the  tuna.  When  it  is  worth  your 
while  to  fish,  you  know  it.  You  may  sit  on  the 
beach,  if  you  like,  and  wait  till  the  fish  are  ready. 
Then  they  will  tell  you. 

"  Keep  your  eye  seaward.  There  you  will  see  a 
six-foot,  scintillating  bolt  shoot  from  the  blue 
heaving  ocean  and  soar  skyward  six,  eight,  and 
even  ten  feet.  Another  follows,  and  another.  In 
and  out — the  cause  of  it  all — ply  the  flying  fish, 
humming  onward  in  frantic  flight,  their  wings 
fanning  the  air,  until,  exhausted,  they  fall  to  the 
pursuing  leviathan  beneath.  Or  shoals  of  mackerel 
struggle  madly  in  the  advance,  eager  in  the  effort 
to  escape  ;  dozens  dart  through  the  surf  and  flounder 
on  the  glistening  sand.  Up  into  the  air  goes 
another  tuna — he  has  seized  a  flying  fish  in  its 
flight.  You  hear  the  cry  '  Tima  1  '"but  this  adver- 
tisement is  superfluous.  If  you  have  eyes,  you 
can  see. 

"  The  best  boats  in  use  for  the  fishing  are  broad- 
beamed,  with  a  one  or  two  horse-power  engine. 
The  usual  method  is  to  troll  in  a  rowboat  behind  a 
power  laimch.  The  angler  sits  in  the  stem-sheets 
of  the  yawl,  facing  aft ;  amidships  is  the  rower, 
who  also  stands  ready  to  gaff.  The  bait — a  flying 
fish — is  trolled  astern,  and  to  the  novice  it  all  seems 
very  simple.  But  the  first  trial  will  disabuse  his 
mind  of  this. 

"  The  launch  starts  seaward,  its  pilot  scanning 
all  the  broad  reach  of  the  sea.  His  eye  is  as  keen 
as  a  Long  Island  bayman  who  marks  the  incoming 
snipe.  Nothing  escapes  him.  He  marks  the  dark 
fronds  of  the  kelp,  the  sea  birds  flashing  across,  a 
breaking  fish,  and  knows  them  all  for  their  kind. 
He  is  a  past  professor  in  his  art  -  that  is,  if  he 
knows  his  business.  You  see  him  switching  this 
waj'  and  that — then  something  fixes  his  sight.  In 
the  distance  a  lithe  foot-long  creature — a  flying 
fish — flips  from  the  sea  and  goes  skimming  along 
the  surface.  He  sees  it  as  it  breaks  cover,  and 
gives  the  cry.  The  laimch  turns  her  head,  the 
flying  fish  comes  on,  a  swirl  of  water  breaks  beneath. 
'  Tuna  ! '  says  the  boatman.  The  next  instant  3-our 
reel  may  be  screaming,  and  the  line  smoking  on  the 
rings.  Then  the  boatman  dasts  oft',  and  it  is  for 
you  to  begin  yom-  work. 

"  It  is  no  cheap  joke  to  have  a  tuna  go  away  with 
your  tackle.  Your  seven-foot  rod  may  have  cost 
you  anwhere  from  ten  to  thirty-five  dollars,  the 
reel  at  least  fifteen,  and  perhaps  fifty.  Then,  you 
have  probably  350  yards  of  twenty-two-thread 
Cuttyhunk  line.  If  you  can  afford  to  throw  this 
gear  away,  well  and  good  ;  but  the  ordinary  man 
has  different  views.    If  a  novice,  don't  get"angi-y 
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if  warned  to  look  out.  Men  famous  in  salmon  and 
tarpon  waters  have  had  their  rods  snatched  from 
their  grasp  at  the  first  rush  of  the  tuna. 

"  Cheap  tackle  is  the  costliest  kind  at  Avalon. 
One  rush  of  a  tuna  will  tear  the  heart  out  of  a 
cheap  reel ;  a  cheap  rod,  under  the  same  strain, 
will  give  like  a  lily  stalk  in  a  hurricane,  and  cheap 
lines  merely  snap  at  the  strike  ;  so  cheapness  here 
is  hardh'  economy.  All  the  boatmen  at  Avalon 
supply  tackle,  but  it  is  better  to  have  your  own. 

A  Battle  Eoyal  with  the  Big  Mackerel. 

"  The  usual  bait  is  the  flying  fish — one  about 
12  or  14  inches  long.    It  is  hooked  through  the 


Me.  F.  Gbay  Gbiswolj. 

and  the  1081b.  tuna  which  he  killed  in  nineteen  minutes. 
The  rod  used  is  under  seven  feet  in  length. 

head,  the  hook  is  fastened  to  a  chain,  there  is  a 
yard  leader  of  wire,  and  the  swivel  on  its  end  is 
attached  to  the  line  by  a  clove  hitch. 

"  '  Are  you  ready  ?  '  asks  the  boatman. 

"  The  launch  steams  alongshore ;  the  first  grey 
light  of  dawn  steals  across  the  sea.  '  Listen  1 '  says 
the  boatman.  Near  at  hand  a  heavy  splash  resounds 
across  the  water — another  and  another.  The  tuna 
have  struck  in.  You  hear  their  heavy  bodies 
thudding  upon  the  flat  sea,  and  the  boatman  warns 
you  to  be  on  the  watch.  '  Here  they  come  I '  he 
whispers. 

"  A  blue  black  form  hurls  into  the  air,  falling  in  a 
fountain  of  spume.  Fip  !  Fip  1  Fee-eee-eee-ee — 
screams  the  reel.    The  tip  of  your  rod  doubles 


beneath  the  water.  You  have  the  butt  jammed 
into  a  socket  hole  reamed  in  the  thwart,  and  you 
hang  on  desperately,  laying  all  your  weight  to  the 
reel  brake,  a  square  of  moose  hide  leather  that  half 
embraces  the  reel.  It  is  water-soaked  and  pliable, 
but  still  it  is  fairly  smoking  with  the  friction. 

"  You  hear  the  boatman's  voice  as  in  a  dream, 
roaring,  '  Snub  him,  hold  him  I  '  You  jab  harder. 
The  reel  screams  away — a  hundred  yards  are  gone 
— two  hundred.  He  is  still  bolting.  You  put  your 
strength  into  the  effort,  the  reel  slows  down,  and 
halts  suddenly,  the  line  slackening  home.  You 
think  the  fish  is  off.  But  here  is  the  boatman 
screaming  again,  '  Reel  him  in — quicker — reel  in  I  ' 


The  Tunny. 

Thynnus  vulgaris  (Guv.)      Scomber  thynnus  (Lin.) 

This  illustration  is  from  Yarrell,  who  gives  the 
following  as  the  generic  characters  of  the  tunny  : — 

"  Form  of  the  body  like  that  of  the  mackerel,  but  less 
compressed,  numerous  scales  surrounding  the  thorax, 
first  dorsal  fin  extending  nearly  to  the  second,  second 
dorsal  and  the  anal  fine  subdivided  posteriorly,  forming 
numerous  finlets ;  sides  of  the  tail  decidedly  carinated 
(keel  shape),  a  single  row  of  small  pointed  teeth  in 
each  jaw  ;  branohiostegous  rays,  7." 

He  warns  you,  too,  to  watch  out  when  the  tuna 
sights  the  boat.  '  He'll  dodge  when  he  does ! ' 
yells  the  man.  Fip-fee-eee-eee-ee— away  goes  the 
reel  again.  The  boat  backs  through  the  water 
sometimes  faster  than  a  man  can  row  it,  towed  by 
the  striving  fish.  Then  the  line  slackens,  tautens 
with  a  snap,  and  cuts  through  the  water.  The  tuna 
is  sounding — once  hooked,  he  never  leaps.  Again 
the  boatman  implores  you  to  snub  him  ;  the  fish 
halts,  and  sulks. 

"  '  Keep  at  him — give  it  to  him  ! '  roars  the  man. 
'  Pump  him—give  him  a  lift  1 '  You  mustn't  let 
the  tuna  rest,  if  you  aun  ever  to  gaff  him  alongside. 
You  chug  away,  lifting  with  all  your  strength.  Up 
comes  the  fish,  sulkily  at  first,  fighting  every  foot. 


The  man  at  the  oars  whips  tlie  boat  about  like  a 
teetotum,  and  away  you  go  again,  the  launch 
following.  If  he  is  headed  for  open  water,  let  him 
go.  But  if  he  points  for  the  shore,  where  there  arc 
kelp  beds  and  jagged  rocks,  hold  him  at  the  risk  of 
losing  all  yom-  line.  You'll  lose  nearly  all,  anyhow, 
if  he  ties  it  in  the  kelp  or  turns  it  around  a  rock. 

"  But  once  in  the  open  water  your  chances  may 
improve.  Then,  again,  they  may  not.  The  fish 
may  have  taken  a  hitch  of  the  line  around  his  tail, 
while  he  pulls  with  his  shoulders  like  a  team  of 
oxen.  If  this  is  the  case,  and  if  he  starts  sounding, 
he'll  go,  and  you  can't  stop  him.  But  if  he  doesn't, 
and  if,  you  are  strong  and  willing  and  lucky,  you 
may  kill  your  fish,  say,  in  one  or  two  hours.  But 
you  won't  be  able  to  rest. 

"  Last  summer,  at  Avalon,  a  new  man  at  the 
game  hooked  a  fairly  smart  fish  of  a  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  weight.  The  strike  came  early  in 
the  day,  and  during  the  entire  forenoon  he  fought 
it  in  full  view  of  the  town.  About  noon  President 
Charles  Holder,  of  the  Tuna  Club,  went  out  to 
watch  the  battle. 

"  '  For  God's  sake,  take  the  rod  I  '  the  man 
implored.  He  was  exhausted,  and  almost  fainting. 
He  had  lost  a  finger  nail  and  all  the  skin  on  both 
thumbs ;  his  palms  were  ridged  with  blisters,  and 
his  arms  so  strained  that  he  was  incapable  of  using 
them  for  forty-eight  hours  afterwards.  When  he 
was  helped  ashore  he  vowed  roundly  that  he  had 
tasted  all  he  cared  for  of  the  glory  of  tuna  fishing." 

In  justice  to  such  a  clever  angler  I  ought  to 
mention  that  Mr.  Foster  gives  a  portrait  of  Miss 
B.  O.  Clark,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  with  her 
1181b.  tuna,  killed  in  fifty  minutes.  Miss  Clark  is 
the  first  lady  angler  to  kill  one  of  these  now  cele- 
brated game  fish. 


VERY  GOOD  SALMON  FISHING  IN  JUNE 
AND  JULY  WANTED. 

Salmon  fishing  for  two  rods  is  wanted  in  June 
and  July.  It  must  be  very  good.  Particulars  can 
be  sent  to  R.  B.  Marston, 'Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


SALMON   FISHING  COMMENCES. 


Scottish  salmon  angling  and  netting  commenced 
on  Monday,  and  is  now  in  full  swing  where  weather 
and  water  permit.  A  few  J anuary  rivers,  including 
the  Tay  system  and  some  Highland  streams,  opened 
three  weeks  ago,  and  the  Tweed  on  Feb.  1,  but  the 
bulk  of  salmon  angling  waters  and  nearly  all  the 
more  prolific  netting  stations  opened  on  Monday 
last,  the  11th  inst.  The  conditions  were  fairly 
favourable  on  the  whole.  There  have  been  better, 
and  there  have  been  very  much  worse,  experienced 
within  the  past  decade. 

On  the  opening  day  every  rod  was  out  that  could 
get  within  reach  of  the  water.  The  enthusiasm  of 
the  opening  of  a  new  season  was  apparent  on  every 
hand,  much  more  so  than  has  been  the  case  for 
years  back.  Probably  the  fine  open  winter,  and 
the  good  prospects  otherwise,  tempted  many  to 
come  north  who  might,  with  more  comforb  to  them- 
selves, have  delayed  their  arrival  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  at  least.  The  tail  of  the  recent  storm  still 
lingers  on  the  ground.  The  hills  still  carry  their 
Arctic  look,  and  the  air  is  still  sharp  and  keen,  as 
if  blowing  through  another  fall  of  snow.  Yet  fish 
are  in  the  pools,  there  is  a  chance,  and  for  that 
phantom  chance  the  enthusiast  will  dare  and  do 
much  to  be  in  at  the  opening,  and  score  "  first 
blood." 

The  Dee  and  Spey  were  low  and  clear  on  the 
opening  day,  while  the  Don  and  Deveron,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  much  discoloured  and  of  the  pea- 
soup  order,  thus  indicating  that  the  temperature  is 
not  constant  all  over,  although  on  the  low  grade. 
A  good  roaring  torrent  on  both  the  Don  and 
Deveron,  and  probably  the  Spey  too,  will  do  much 
to  clear  out  their  foul  mouths.  They  are  always 
more  or  less  silted  up  during  the  early  spring 
months,  chiefly  from  the  workings  of  the  tide  and 
direction  of  the  prevailing  winds  ;  and  this  season 
this  is  particularly  the  case,  and  especially  so  on 
the  Don.  The  latter  only  took  to  its  proper  bed 
on  Saturday,  when  with  the  increasing  flood  it  was 
able  to  break  through  the  banks  of  sand  closing  its 
mouth,  and  once  more  regain  its  former  channel. 
There  is  nothing  more  deleterious  both  to  the 
angling  and  netting  interests  than  the  silting  up 
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of  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  salmon  netters  in 
particular  view  with  the  utmost  dread  the  deviation 
of  the  river's  mouth  from  its  wonted  course,  and 
hail  with  exceeding  joy,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
.  advent  of  a  good  tearing  flood  to  help  to  clear  the 
silting  out,  and  renew  the  banks  and  bed  of  the 
tidewaj'.  In  a  season  like  the  present,  when 
tearing  floods  have  been  hitherto  conspicuous 
by  their  absence,  the  silting  up  is  something 
enormous.  Every  tide  adds  its  heap  of  gravel 
and  sand,  while  the  force  of  the  river  is  diverted 
to  other  channels  where  there  is  less  resistance 
and  less  tidal  force,  and  accordingly  the  evil  grows 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  Salmon  in  particular  do  not 
like  these  changes,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  smaller 
rivers,  it  is  only  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide  they 
can  "  cross  the  bar."  At  all  other  times  they  can 
only  ascend  by  boring  through  it. 

With  two  or  three  feet  of  snow  broth  to  contend 
with,  it  will  be  the  middle  of  the  month  before 
angling  can  be  at  its  best.  On  the  other  hand,  this 
is  all  the  angler  has  against  him,  and,  with  the 
rising  temperature,  it  too  will  soon  be  off  his 
mind,  and  more  than  likely  the  cry  will  be  that  the 
waters  are  altogether  too  small.  Meantime  he  is 
making  the  best  of  every  chance,  and,  if  sport  be 
not  rife,  at  any  rate  the  fish  are  there,  and  more 
coming  up. 

The  Tay  anglers  have  now  the  netters  to  contend 
with,  the  netting  season  having  commenced  a  week 
earlier  than  in  former  years.  The  effect  of  this 
change  will  be  much  more  advantageous  at  the 
back  end,  when  the  netting  will  be  closed  down  on 
Aug.  19  instead  of  Aug.  26,  and  many  a  head  of 
grand  fish  saved  for  brood  purposes. 

Anglers  were  out  on  the  Dee  in  strong  force 
during  the  past  week.  The  Glentana  Waters  are 
this  year  in  the  hands  of  the  Messrs.  Coats,  of 
Paisley  fame.  Of  course,  during  the  life  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Brooks,  the  north  side  of  the  river  was 
rented  by  him,  and  under  such  an  arrangement  that 
his  lease  only  terminated  with  his  life.  Mr. 
Barclay-Harvey,  who  now  owns  the  water,  only 
comes  into  possession  of  the  Dinnet  section  for  the 
first  time.  He  has  let  it  again  to  some  of  the  old 
rods  who  have  had  it  now  for  some  years  back,  and 
w.ho  will  no  doubt  have'grand  sport  when  once  the 
river  clears  and  angling  conditions  are  more  favour- 
able. In  the  meantime  the  pools  are  mostly  frozen 
over,  and  farther  inland  the  conditions  are  even 
more  rigorous  than  lower  down. 

OrP  the  Aboyne  Castle  waters  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  and  on  the  Forest  o'  Birse  section  Mr. 
Heaven,  are  to  be  on  the  river  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two.  Mr.  Deverell,  Lincoln's  Inn,  London, 
and  his  son  have  already  drawn  first  blood  on  the 
Lower  Dess  section,  which  they  have  rented,  as  they 
did  last  year,  for  the  opening  month,  from  Major 
Davidson.  It  was  here  Mr.  Deverell  made  the 
record  score  of  the  season,  of  fifteen  fish  to  his  own 
rod  for  one  day,  and  some  fifty  for  the  month. 
This  season  again  just  suits  it,  and  it  is  confidently 
anticipated  that  a  very  good  time  of  it  will  be 
enjoyed  in  these  parts  under  anything  like  fair 
conditions.  The  other  rods  who  are  angling  here 
include  Mvfi.  and  Miss  Pickering,  who  retain  the 
Lodge  water ;  Lord  Garrioch,  who  has  the  Borrow- 
stone  ;  Mr.  Hare,  at  Ballogie  ;  Sir  John  Gladstone, 
Blackball ;  Messrs.  Joliff  and  Burrows,  Woodend  ; 
Messrs.  Davidson,  Inchmarlo ;  and  Messrs.  Mekin, 
at  Durris,  where  they  ran  up  such  a  fine  record  last 
year.  On  the  Lower  Dee  waters  Mr.  George  David- 
son was  out  on  The  Park  section,  and  Mr.  and  Miss 
Fortescue  on  the  Kingcausie.  All  these  had  more 
or  less  sport  on  the  opening  days  of  the  week,  but 
details  are  not  yet  to  hand. 

On  the  Lower  Don  a  vast  and  much-needed 
change  has  been  effected  this  year,  which  will  help 
to  retrieve  the  character  of  that  much-abused 
river,  and  especially  so  during  the  back-end 
months.  It  is  said  that  some  three  hundred  fish 
were  captured  on  this  water  last  season  by  a  "  legal 
lure  illegally  used,"  and  it  is  with  the  object  of 
preventing  any  seeming  abuse  of  this  nature  that 
matters  have  been  taken  more  firmly  in  hand 
than  formerly. 

Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  advocate,  the  prince  of 
anglers  and  most  genial  of  men,  has  renewed  his 
former  lease  of  the  Nether  Don  fishmgs,  which  he 
has  sublet  to  other  rods,  reservmg  one  for  himself, 
and  he  is  taking  good  care  that  none  but  sportsmen 
of  the  first  water  will  share  it  with  him. 

The  fly  was  much  en  evidence  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  week  on  the  Dee,  and  the  Phantom  on  the 
Don,  ovsing  to  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  of  both 


these  lures  the  larger  sizes  were,  as  usual,  sought 
after  in  the  early  days  of  the  season.  Rods  were 
more  plentiful  on  the  Deveron  on  the  opening  day 
than  for  years  back,  but,  as  elsewhere,  the  amount 
of  immediate  sport  was  of  the  same  meagre 
description,  although,  when  once  the  river  clears 
and  gets  into  angling  trim,  this  will  be  all  changed 
for  the  better.  ■  G.  M. 


STOEK  LAX  AT  LAST  ! 


"  I'm  tired  of  trying  for  the  brutes  !  "  quoth  the 
younger  medicine  man  to  his  brother  hakim. 
"  Scotland  is  so  expensive,  and  I've  never  had  the 
luck  to  get  into  a  real  big  one  yet."  "  Well, 
Ireland,  then?"  "  M'yes,"  I  replied,  "too  many 
'  exes,'  and  fish  very  scarce" — a  bitter  memory  of  two 
spring  months  on  the  Shannon  with  Patsy  Ryan, 
and  nothing  but  a  huge  kelt  of  401b.  to  show  for 
om-  time  and  trouble.  Then  let  us  try  Norway,  we 
decided.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  care  to  pick 
up   a  few  wrinkles  before  setting  out  for  that 


up  from  the  sea  has  too  "good  a  chance  of  escape 
for  the  angler  to  run  any  unnecessary  risks  by 
chancing  untrustworthy  tackle.  Such  a  fish  in 
that  mighty  river,  in  his  fierce  rushes  for  liberty, 
takes  out  over  one  hundred  yards  of  line,  with  such 
a  strain  on  the  tackle  that  one  weak  link  between 
man  and  fish  means  escape  of  Salmo  salar  and 
remorse  for  homo  sapiens.  Never  shall  I  forget 
losing  my  first  heavy  fish  in  this  way.  After  two 
long  nights  fishing  without  a  pull,  early  the  third 
evening  I  got  into  a  monster.  He  showed  us  hin 
great  back  and  side  as  he  rolled  up  to  the  top  of  the 
water,  and  then  took  a  fierce  rush  upstream,  the 
line  cutting  a  shower  of  spray  as  he  made  for  the 
foss.  "  Storr  lax!  "  yelled  Johann.  "A  good  fish 
at  last  I  "  I  cried,  but  on  putting  a  bit  of  strain  on 
to  steer  him  from  "  snaugs  "  there  was  a  sickening 
straightening  of  the  rod  top,  and  the  line  came 
back  with  a  trace  broken  at  a  swivel.  Moral — 
always  every  day  test  your  tackle  before  starting  to 
fish.  As  to  baits,  then  :  for  the  Namsen,  gudgeon 
and  dace  are  best ;  preserved  in  formalin,  they 
keep  bright  and  tough  for  any  time.  Get  good  big 
baits — large  fish  like  a  good  mouthful :  later  in  the 


A  Catch  on  Grande  Beat,  Namsen  Rives. 


delightful  sporting  country,  I  am  writing  an 
account  of  our  experiences. 

Advertisements  revealed  nothing  very  likely,  so 
I  started  on  a  round  of  the  sporting  agencies  to 
inquire  for  a  vacant  beat.  At  last  Messrs.  Lmnley 
and  Dowell  offered  us  a  fine  beat  on  the  Namsen, 
at  Grande,  which  they  had  for  disposal  for  June 
and  July.  They  gave  us  a  fair  and,  as  we  subse- 
quently found,  very  honest  accoimt  of  the  beat, 
with  many  useful  hints  as  to  likely  tackle, 
baits,  and  flies.  Such  a  chance  we  eagerly 
snapped  up. 

Our  visit  to  the  tackle  shop  was  not  so  successful, 
for,  although  professing  to  cater  for  the  tastes  of 
Norsk  fish,  their  special  delicacies  in  the  shape  of 
spoons  and  spinning  flights  were  not  enticing  to 
the  Namsen  salmon :  so  here  let  me  give  a  few 
hints,  that  others  may  profit  by  our  mistakes. 

First  let  your  tackle  be  the  best  and  finest  con- 
sistent with  strengtli  that  money  can  buy.  Do  not 
think,  because  the  river  is  thick  with  snow  broth, 
that  fish  will  not  see  big  brass  swivels,  badly 
knotted  traces,  or  that  any  old  stuff  left  over  from 
last  season  will  do.  A  thirty  or  forty  pounder  fresh 


season,  when  the  river  is  clearer,  smaller  ones  will 
do  better. 

Spoons  should  be  three  or  four  inches  long, 
copper  and  silver.  See  that  the  great  brass  swivels 
are  removed,  and  attach  your  trace  to  the  ring 
direct.  A  few  smaller  silver  ones  for  grilse  and 
sea  trout  will  be  useful. 

Prawns  and  worms  are  of  no  use  whatever.  As 
to  flies,  although  told  it  was  no  use  so  early  in  the 
season,  I  often  tried,  but  only  succeeded  in  getting 
one  fish  on  a  Black  Dose.  In  August,  however, 
the  fly  kills  well,  notably  the  Sarcelle. 

The  most  successful  spinning  flight  was  a  home- 
made afi'air,  made  by  wrapping  two  triangles,  one 
below  the  other,  on  to  a  stout  length  of  double 
gut ;  then,  witli  a  small  lead  spike  ha-\  mg  a  per- 
forated head,  run  the  gut  through  this ;  ram  the 
lead  down  the  bait's  throat,  stick  the  lower  triangle 
in  the  tail,  the  other  at  the  side  of  the  back  fiia ; 
tighten  up  the  gut  till  you  get  a  nice  curve  to  the 
bait,  fix  by  a  splinter  of  wood  in  the  lead  eye,  £md 
you  ha\  e  a  \e\-y  simple  and  efficacious  flight. 

A  supply  of  Fishing  Gazette  leads  will  be 
wanted  to  weight  the  trace.    The  best  lines  we 
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found  were  of  pure  silk,  light  and  very  strong ; 
they  -can  be  bought  in  200-yard  lengths  over 
there  for  14  kroner,  they  last  well,  dry  quickly,  and 
there  is  less  strain  on  them  than  on  the  heavier 
dressed  cotton  lines  when  there  is  a  lot  of  line  out 
in  heavy  water.  See  that  your  reels  are  of  the 
best  materials  and  workmanship,  and  are  in  good 
working  order :  the  constant  heavy  strain  is  very 
hard  on  them,  and  they  are  apt  to  go  \vrong  in 
the  check  mechanism  at  a  critical  time.  When  the 
line  jams,  off  goes  your  fish,  with  perhaps  a  broken 
top  into  the  bargain.  Take  a  spare  reel  or  two  in 
reserve,  as  repahs  take  a  long  time  to  put  right, 
yteel  wire  traces  are  best  to  use. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  take  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
■\'isions  :  at  the  ports  you  can  get  everything 
required,  and  costing  about  as  much  as  if  brought 
out  from  England  and  duty  paid  on  entering  the 
country. 

Take  plenty  of  woollen  underclothing  :  sitting  in 
a  wet  boat  for  many  hours,  unless  warmly  wrapped, 
means  rheumatism  and  colds.  Remember,  the 
climate  can  be  very  much  hotter  and  colder  than 
at  home.  Having  got  our  kit  and  ourselves  to 
Throndjem,  WfaJ_  had  time  to  visit  Lerfos,  the 
magnificent  waterfall  about  five  miles  out  of  the 
town.  A  mighty  river,  the  size  of  the  Thames  at 
Sonning,  hurls  itself  over  two  huge  falls,  each 
about  sixty  feet  high.  It  was  a  sight  worth  coming 
all  the  way  from  England  to  see.  We  wound  up  a 
very  pleasant  day  with  a  visit  to  Mr.  Kyelsberg, 
the  British  Consul.  He  keeps  a  large  store  of 
English  provisions,  wine  and  whisky.  We  ordered 
what  was  necessary,  including  a  good  supply  of  the 
refreshing  Norsk  ol,  a  light  beer  of  the  country, 
excellent  when  one  is  hot  and  thirsty,  also  a  case 
or  two  of  soda  water.  Mr.  Iv.  was  good  enough  to 
telephone  through  to  Namsos  inquiring  as  to  the 
state  of  the  river,  and  we  were  cheered  by  the  news 
that  Hans,  om-  gaffer,  had  killed  three  good  fish 
that  very  day,  so  things  looked  promising  for  future 
sport. 

Next  morning  we  got  on  board  a  queer  little 
coasting  steamer,  the  Intronderen,  which  took  us 
to  Namsos,  our  starting-point,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  captain  spoke  English,  and  tiu-ned  out 
a  very  good  fellow,  so  we  had  a  merry  trip.  The 
cooking  was  excellent,  and  the  berths  comfortable. 
We  steamed  along  at  eleven  knots,  stopping  at  the 
fishing  stations  to  imload  the  huge  empty  salmon 
boxes,  with  which  the  steamer  was  crammed  up  to 
the  top  of  her  bulwarks. 

Arriving  at  last  at  the  Namsos  wharf,  we  foimd 
Messrs.  Beyer's  agent  awaiting  us  with  carrioles, 
ready  to  take  us  up  the  valley.  This  gentleman 
showed  us  much  courtesy  and  attention  during  our 
stay,  bicycling  over  to  see  if  we  were  comfortable, 
and  allowing  us  to  use  his  telephone  when  wanting 
to  telegraph  home. 

At  last,  after  packing  our  impedimenta  on  a  cart, 
and  ourselves  into  carrioles,  we  start  under  a 
blazing  sun,  in  clouds  of  white  dust,  on  our  twenty- 
mile  drive.  After  crossing  the  ferry  at  the  bottom 
of  our  beat  we  had  a  short  drive  along  a  shady 
bjToad  to  our  farm,  meeting  Hans  and  Elias,  the 
gaffers,  who  greet  \is  with  the  welcome  news  that 
the  river  is  in  good  order,  and  advise  us  to  hm'ry 
over  supper  and  get  into  the  boats  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Full  of  excitement,  we  make  our  'first 
trial  of  the  Namsen,  but,  alas !  have  to  give  in  at 
midnight,  both  returning  with  clean  boats. 

A  second  edition  of  supper — buttered  eggs,  rein- 
deer tongue,  coffee  and  cream — was  soon  polished 
off,  and  we  take  a  stroll  up  to  the  foss  to  shake  it 
down.  Just  think  of  it ! — 1  a.m.,  brilliant  daylight, 
the  tops  of  the  snow-clad  hills  rosy  red  with  the 
rising  sun.  It  was  most  difficult  to  i-ealise  that  it 
was  time  to  go  to  bed.  At  last  we  turn  up,  but  find 
it  difficult  to  sleep,  with  the  sun  shining  in  through 
the  curtainless  windows,  the  incessant  tinkling  of 
the  bells  hung  on  the  cows  and  ponies  keeping  us 
awake.  After  breakfast,  Johann,  the  boatman, 
comes  with  the  news,  "  Elven  opp,  ikke  gut  gor  fisk  " 
( River  rising,  fishing  not  good) — too  much  snow  broth. 
So  our  first  day  is  blank :  ditto  the  second.  Down  go 
our  spirits.  "  What  rot  this  is  !  sitting  in  a  boat  nine 
hours  a  day,  and  not  a  single  rug  at  the  line  to 
cheer  up,"  "  Wish  we  hadn't  come  to  this  awful 
fraud  of  a  river  !  "  and  such  like  growls  are  our 
staple  conversation.  At  tea-time  on  the  third  day 
Hans  comes  in  with  beaming  face.  "  Elven  go  nede  : 
nu  we  skal  hav  stor  lax  "  (River  is  down,  and  we 
shall  have  big  fish),  and  we  start  full  of  hope.  Alas  I 
the  elder  hakim  returns  with  a  kelt,  very  mad,  but 
I  have  a  nice  IS^lb.  fresh  fish  to  show.  This 


changes  the  luck,  and  we  both  begin  to  have  good 
sport,  fish  mounting  up  in  numbers  and  weights. 
Each  fish  not  wanted  in  the  kitchen  is  weighed  by 
the  farmer,  old  Ophdal,  in  his  steelyard,  the  amount 
jotted  down  in  his  book,  and  then  the  men  quickly 
prepare  them  for  smoking.  We  make  the  satis- 
factory sum  of  £2')  on  the  sale  of  our  fish  during 
the  tenaiiey — not  a  bad  set-oft"  against  our  bill  for 
"  exes."  Appended  is  the  bag.  We  found  big  spoons 
and  gudgeon  the  most  killing  baits.  We  returned 
to  Namsos  by  boat,  a  far  pleasanter  way  of  travel- 
ling than  by  the  te(Uous  dusty  road,  besides  giving 
us  a  bit  of  excitement,  whilst  shooting  the  Soellag 
rapids.  We  returned  home  rejoicing  at  our  good 
fortune  and  sport,  and  determined  to  have  another 
shy  next  year. 

Fishing  on  the  Grande  Beat  from  June  20  to  July  17 
1900,  the  total  number  of  fish  taken  was  eighty-nine 
weighing  16801b.  The  respective  davs'  catches  were 
June  22,  15J,  18 ;  23rd,  19i,  24J,  19J ;  24th,  26,  26 
24§  ;  25th,  17,  18,  25  ;  26th,  29,"  25,  25,  20,  21,  16^ 
27th,  33,  3,  26^,  47,  13,  14,  18^  ;  28th,  40,  15,  27i,  29 
34,  32  ;  29th,  20,  19*,  20;  30th,  17,  19,  20,  19,  22rV,  18tV 
July  1,  28,  20;  Srd^  28J,  28^,  25,  18^;  4th,  20|,  10^ 
4|,  13:^,  18*  ;  5th,  22,  1%  2f*,  5,  20;  6th,  11,  22, 
7th,  12,  22";  8th,  19,  33";  9t"h,  17,  25,  5,  16,  19,  19 
10th,  36,  26* ;  11th,  16,  5,  5,  6,  4J,  3*,  27  ;  12th,  21*,  1* 
13th,  2,  4,  4J ;  14th,  25,  2*,  4| ;  16th,  14,  4,  l"9,  4 
17th,  21*. 


STILL  FISHES  AT  NINETY-FOUR 
YEAES  OF  AGE. 


George  Thomson,  working  joiner,  of  Lover's 
Lane,  Cupar,  was  born  at  Nuthill,  Falkland,  on 
April  25,  1807,  and  is  thus  in  his  ninety-fourth 


George  Thomson, 
The  oldest  active  Scottish  angler. 

year.  Brought  to  Cupar  in  infancy,  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  county  town  all  his  days.  A 
man  of  peaceful  and  well-ordered  habits,  he  has 
preserved  his  independence,  and  never  obtruded 
himself  or  his  concerns  on  public  notice.  In  his 
own  words,  he  had  never  any  liking  for  notoriety ; 
but  the  restoration  of  Cupar  Mercat  Cross  at  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  of  1897  brought  him  into  special 
notice,  as  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  old  enough 
to  remember  that  ancient  relic  standing  at  the 
Cross  prior  to  its  removal  to  Wemysshall  Hill  in 
1812,  and  had  actually  played  as  a  child  on  its  old 
pedestal  steps.  Speaking  of  these  early  days,  he 
said :  "  At  election  times  I've  seen  a  hogshead  of 
porter  put  down  at  the  auld  Cross  for  everybody  to 
help  theirsels.  It  was  set  on  end,  and  the  top 
knocked  off  to  let  the  wives  dip  in  their  pitchers. 
Some  great  scenes  followed.  I've  seen  four  or 
five  fechts  gaun  on  at  ae  time.  There  were  nae 
police  then  to  interfere,  and  the  thickest  skin  stood 
langest  out.  In  those  days  all  the  letters  that 
came  to  Cupar  were  delivered  by  a  woman,  who 
carried  them  round  in  her  apron.  Everything 
then  was  transacted  at  the  Cross.  If  there  was 
anything  to  sell,  it  was  sold  at  the  Cross.  News- 
papers were  a  vera  scarce  crap  at  the  time,  and  for 
the  maist  o'  folk  the  only  news  they  were  likely  to 
get  was  got  at  the  Cross.  At  that  time  the  French 
War  was  going  on,  and  the  threatened  invasion  by 


Bonaparte  lirought  it  hame  to  every  fireside. . 
There  was  hardly  a  man  but  expected  when  he 
went  to  bed  that  he  wad  be  surrounded  by  pud- 
docks  in  the  morning.  I  mind  clearly  the  news  of 
Waterloo  coming  to  the  town  by  the  Edinburgh 
coach."  The  old  man  still  converses  with  force 
and  intelligence  on  the  various  social  and  religious 
changes  in  his  time,  and  especially  on  the  political 
agitations  from  the  Corn  Laws,  the  Reform  Bill, 
the  Chartists,  down  to  the  present  time. 

From  the  far-off  day  when  he  "  bocht  a  ha'penny 
wand  frae  Blind  Dauvid  at  the  Hedging  Close," 
and  helped  the  other  urchins  of  the  town  to  denude 
the  tail  of  any  passing  grey  horse  to  make  lines, 
George  Thomson  has  ever  been  a  persistent, 
enthusiastic,  and  successful  angler.  Up  to  the 
close  of  this  season  he  has  plied  the  gentle  art 
with  success,  and  even  now  says  he  is  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  hedges  bud  and  the 
swallow  returns,  so  that  he  may  resume  his  loved 
craft.  All  will  re-echo  the  hope  of  this  "  hero  of 
a  thousand  fights '  '—with  trout — that  his  hundredth 
birthday  will  find  him,  rod  in  hand,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Eden. 

Many  and  great  are  the  changes  he  has  witnessed 
in  rod  and  tackle,  and,  although  he  still  pm-sues 
his  earlier  method,  he  has  a  great  respect  for  dry- 
fly  fishing.  An  honorary  member  of  the  Cupar 
Eden  Angling  Club  since  its  formation,  he  took  a 
deep  and  keen  interest  in  the  club's  well-known 
and  successful  crusade  against  the  salmon-roe 
fishers  ;  and  no  one  was  more  proud  and  delighted 
at  the  High  Court's  final  decision  against  these 
evildoers  than  our  cheery  friend.  The  club's  social 
meetings  would  be  incomplete  without  his  presence, 
his  fimd  of  anecdote,  and  his  pawky  speech.  At 
times,  too,  he  can  still  be  persuaded  to  oblige  with 
an  old  song  in  broadest  Doric.  Within  recent 
years  he  has  appeared  among  the  prize  winners ; 
but  this  is  now  a  tender  subject,  and  he  lately 
said,  when  his  want  of  success  was  remarked  on, 
"  I  got  twa  troot,  and  had  ither  twa  on,  so  ye 
see  that  was  gey  near  fower."  Interference  or 
questioning  of  any  kind  when  fishing  he  always 
resents.  On  one  occasion  a  stranger  favoured  him 
with  many  directions.  The  old  man  turned  with 
the  rod,  "  Tak'  it  an'  try  it  yoursel'."  The  stranger 
confessed  he  was  a  theorist  only,  which  brought 
the  retort,  "What  were  ye  bletherin'  for,  ye  brute?  " 
A  favourite  device  is  to  feign  deafness.  Two  well- 
dressed  strangers,  whom  he  regarded  as  ignorant 
spoil-sports,  spent  fully  ten  minutes  worrying  him 
with  the  usual  stupid  questions,  but  were  finally 
baffled,  retiring  with  the  remark,  "  Well,  he  is 
deaf,  poor  man  !  "  But  with  a  true  brother  of  the 
craft  he  can  fight  his  battles  o'er  again,  and  recount 
many  a  stirring,  exciting,  and  amusing  tale.  Long 
may  old  George  Thomson  be  spared  to  walk  about 
Cupar,  and  to  enjoy  his  healthy,  gentle,  and 
absorbing  pursuit  up  and  down  the  banks  of  the 
Eden  I   

George  Thomson,  whose  career  is  briefly  sketched 
above,  has  worked  at  his  trade  continuously  for 
more  than  seventy  years  ;  but  in  the  last  decade 
his  earnings  have  been  small,  and  his  savings, 
necessarily  slender,  owing  to  the  raising  and 
educating  of  a  family,  have  disappeared,  and  now, 
in  his  extreme  old  age,  and  with  failing  eyesight, 
help  is  needed.  None  of  his  family  is  able  to 
assist.  Indeed,  the  daughter  who  has  long  kept 
his  house  is  almost  totally  blind.  In  these  circum- 
stances, a  benefit  concert  and  entertainment  is 
being  organised  ;  but  it  is  felt  that  there  are  many 
in  Fife  and  beyond,  anglers  esp)ecially,  who  will 
gladly  take  the  opj^ortunity  of  making  easy  and 
comfortable  the  last  few  years  of  an  old  Scottish 
worthy,  whose  quiet  life  of  usefulness  and  decorum, 
coupled  with  keen  sense  and  ready  wit — together 
with  his  long  angling  record — have  rendered  him 
respected,  esteemed,  and  popular  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen  and  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
him. 

Signed  for  the  Cupar  Eden  Angling  Club, 

Wm.  Honeyman,  President. 
John  Hood,  Secretary. 
Subscriptions  will  be  gladly  received  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  R.  H.  Robertson,  Clydesdale  Bank, 
Cupar. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  hy  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pviblished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogub  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Goveriinient  Publications  can  Ite  had  on 
application. 
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NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  "  Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grevillb  Fennkll.) 

CHAPTER  HI.— continued. 

If  the  angler  will  carefully  examine  for  himself 
the  mouth  of  a  roach,  he  will  at  once  perceive  that 
it  is  very  different  in  its  construction  from  the 
appearance  it  presents  to  a  cursory  observation. 
Let  him,  for  instance,  insert  the  disgorger  or  a 
piece  of  twig  in  the  mouth,  and  pressing  upwards 
bring  forward  the  upper  lip.  He  will  then  see,  if 
he  has  not  noticed  it  before  when  removing  the 
hook,  that  the  upper  lip  is  shaped  like  the  hood  of 
a  bathing-machine,  or  an  old  lady's  sun-bonnet ; 
in  fact,  it  possesses  the  power  of  elongation,  and 
permits  of  the  fish  feeding  on  the  ground,  thus 
placing  it  on  a  level  wiih  the  barbel  and  gudgeon 
genus.  We  think  that  this  formation  of  the  mouth 
aftbrds  strong  evidence  that  it  is  the  nature  of 
roach  to  feed  at  various  depths.  Many  have 
observed  their  habits  in  very  hot  weather  of  resting 
in  mid- water  with  their  vision  intently  directed 
downwards.  But  this  inclination,  we  believe,  is 
more  induced  by  an  instinct  to  avoid  the  painful 
glare  of  the  sun  upon  the  exposed  retina  of  the 
eye,  than  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  fish 
to  detect  the  presence  or  movement  of  food — the 
excessive  heat  at  those  times  inducing,  as  with  all 
other  species  of  animal  nature,  almost  a  distaste 
for  food.  Nor  have  we  found  that  this  particular 
habit  has  been  indulged  in  by  roach  where  the 
shade  of  weeds  or  overhanging  trees  is  within  a_ 
reasonable  distance,  but  only  in  navigable  rivers 
of  contracted  width — the  Lea,  for  instance — where 
the  sharp  plough -like  movement  of  the  barges, 
added  to  their  velocity  of  transit,  cuts  down  all 
aquatic  cover.  One  thing  is  quite  certain,  that  no 
temptation  whatever  will  induce  them  to  feed  at 
such  times. 

The  teeth  of  the  roach,  like  those  of  all  the  carp 
familj%  are  placed  in  the  throat.  These  teeth 
prepare  the  food  for  the  stomach  by  working 
agamst  a  gristly  plate  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
throat,  in  front  of  which  will  be  found  the  soft 
fleshy  mass  commonly  known  as  "carp  tongue": 
the  real  tongue,  however,  is  placed  as  usual  between 
the  mandibles,  and  is  small  and  inconspicuous. 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  roach,  as  well 
as  other  fish,  are  liable  to  diseases  arising  from 
poisonous  contamination  and  other  causes,  but  few 
are  ever  seen  dead  in  the  water,  there  being  too 
many  aquatic  scavengers  to  allow  this  waste  of 
food.  In  general  the  weak  fall  a  prey  to  the 
strong  before  the  period  of  natural  decay.  Fishes 
are,  moreover,  exposed  not  only  to  external  foes, 
which  it  requires  all  their  dexterity  to  escape,  but 
to  the  torment  of  parasitical  marauders  in  their 
own  person — creatures  which  make  a  lodgment  in 
the  intestines,  beneath  the  scales,  in  the  mouth, 
and  in  the  gills. 

The  cause  of  the  black  spots  observable  upon 
roach  at  different  seasons  and  in  all  waters  has 
not  as  yet  been  clearly  ascertained.  We  have 
taken  301b.  of  roach  from  the  Loddon  in  a  day, 
amongst  which  there  has  not  been  a  single  fish 
without  one  or  more  of  these  spots,  and  some  have 
been  covered  with  them,  even  to  the  extremity  of 
the  caudal  and  other  fins.  The  Thames  roach 
diu-ing  some  seasons  are  much  covered  with  these 
spots,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  last  for  any  length 
of  time  in  that  river.  We  do  not  find  in  our 
reading  that  these  marks  or  their  causes  have  been 
noticed  by  authors,  excepting  once  by  Salter,  who 
attributed  them  to  a  particular  locality  in  the  Lea, 
and  to  fish  of  that  locality  only.  We  allude  to  this 
fact  in  our  No.  1,  "  Rail  and  Rod;  Great  Eastern 
Railway,"  and  state  fi-om  our  own  knowledge  that 
at  Blackpool,  in  the  Rye  House  Fishery,  roach  are 
still  taken  as  described  by  Salter.  We  have  more 
than  once  endeavoured  to  direct  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  to  induce  that  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion which  we  consider  so  interesting  a  fact 
deserves.  Some  say  that,  as  regards  Blackpool, 
the  peaty  nature  of  its  bottom,  from  which  huge 
black  trunks  of  trees  often  turn  up,  may  account 
for  these  spots,  as,  although  there  are  other  portions 
of  the  water  of  greater  depth,  the  spotted  fish  are 
only  caught  in  this  hole.  From  a  bag  of  201b. 
of  roach  taken  at  Reading  in  November  1867  we 
took  two  fish  much  marked  with  this  strange,  and 
as  yet  mysterious,  complaint.  As  far  as  we  could 
then  hazai-d  a  guess  it  appeared  to  be  chiefly 
amongst  fish  found-on  an  artificial  bed  or  in  water  I 


widened  and  deepened  by  the  hand  of  man,  rather 
than  by  the  workings  of  the  natural  clement.  We 
were  in  hopes  that  the  searching  powers  of  the 
microscope  would  have  afforded  us  some  clue  to 
its  origin,  but  it  left  us  where  we  commenced. 
There  are  naturalists  who  attribute  these  marks  to 
a  particular  weed  the  fish  eat.  Query,  What  weed  ? 
Are  the  same  fish  spotted  all  the  year  through  or 
only  at  f)articular  seasons  ?  Do  the  spots  go  from 
one  part  of  the  body  and  appear  in  others  ?  Tlie 
Colne  fish,  which  we  had  imagined,  from  a  close 
examination  of  some  hundreds  at  different  times, 
to  be  perfectly  free  from  these  spots,  appear  to 
have  them  in  the  lower  part  of  that  river  below 
Wraysbury,  and  some  dace  that  were  brought  to  us 
from  the  head  of  the  Linoleum  Factory  MUl  at 
Staines  were  literally  covered  with  them.  It 
appears  to  be  a  matter  of  some  importance  to 
discover  the  cause  of  this  disease,  which  might 
possibly  lead  to  a  remedy,  as  fish  thus  marked 
convey  a  prejudice  in  most  minds  against  their 
use  as  a  food. 

[A  roach  afflicted  with  this  disease  was  sent  by 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  Dr.  Giinther, 
of  the  British  Museum.  Dr.  Giinther  looked  into 
the  question,  and  reported  that  the  affection  is  of 
a  pathological  character,  and  is  caused  by  a  small 
intestinal  worm.  The  young  worms  encyst  them- 
selves beneath  the  skin  of  the  fish  and  surround 
themselves  with  transparent  bladder-like  capsules, 
roimd  each  of  which  a  mass  of  black  pigment  is 
developed.  The  spots  disappear  after  the  death  of 
the  worms.  These  black  spots  are  not  peculiar  to 
roach.    Both  chub  and  dace  are  similarly  afflicted.] 

Spawning. — The  roach  is  a  prolific  fish.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  Samuel  Clark,  Esq.,  to  the 
Royal  Society,  a  roach  gave  81,586  eggs,  weighing 
361  grains.  [The  eggs  are  greenish  in  colour,  and 
much  esteemed  by  the  fi-esh-water  shrimp.] 

Roach  spawn  upon  weeds  in  shallow  water  about 
the  middle  of  May,  but  in  forward  summers,  or 
after  mild  winters,  they  will  cast  then  spawn  in 
the  latter  end  of  April.  Their  spawning  time 
most  certainly  varies  in  different  localities  ;  and 
this  variation  is  not  affected  by  latitude,  it  would 
seem,  so  much  as  the  temperature  and  chemical 
properties  of  the  waters  and  the  character  of  the 
soU  over  which  such  waters  pass.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  question  whether  fenced  or  closed  months  can 
fairly  be  made  universal  and  ser^'e  for  all  rivers 
alike.  There  are  no  two  rivers  close  to  London 
which  will  better  serve  to  illustrate  the  admissi- 
bility of  this  doubt  than  the  Thaines  and  Lea.  In 
the  former  roach  commence  spawning  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  and  therefore  very  properly  the 
waters  are  barred  to  the  angler.  In  the  Lea  roach 
are  sometimes  caught  full  of  roe  m  the  middle  of 
June,  and  even  later,  and  therefore  in  the  latter 
river  fishing  for  them  is  permitted  even  in  some  of 
the  best  subscription  waters  throughout  the  months 
of  March  and  April.  For  some  weeks  after 
spawning  they  are  very  sickly.  Their  scales  are 
then  nearly  as  rough  as  oyster-shells,  and  they 
are  altogether  unfit  for  food  if  caught ;  but  at  this 
time  roach  are  not  much  disposed  to  take  a  bait. 
Immediately  after  they  come  off  then-  spawning 
shallows,  which  they  seldom  occupy  for  more  than 
a  week,  they  move  into  slightly  deeper  water,  and 
rub  against  the  sandy  or  gravelly  bottom  to  clean 
themselves. 

[They  frequently  spawn  in  the  sedge  at  the  side 
of  the  river,  and  for  a  few  days  after  spawning 
seem  to  have  a  preference  for  rapid  shallow  streams. 
That  experience  is  confirmed  in  Daj^'s  "  British 
Fishes,"  vol.  ii.  p.  177.] 

Towards  the  end  of  July  they  begin  to  unprove 
in  health,  and  wUl  more  freely  take  a  bait ;  but 
they  will  do  so  much  better  some  weeks  later  in 
the  season,  after  leaving  the  weeds  upon  which 
they  have  fed.  These  begin  to  turn  sour  in 
September,  and  rot  shoi-tly  afterwards,  when  the 
fish  desert  them  and  take  up  their  abode  for  the 
winter  in  deep  water. 

Long  before  this,  however,  and  when  on  the 
scom's,  great  quantities  can  be  taken  with  almost 
any  description  of  fly.  but  it  is — very  properlj- — 
not  considered  sportsmanlike,  nor  are  they  \\'orth 
cooking  when  caught.  [In  some  rivers  roach  take 
the  fly  well  m  July  and  August,  as  will  be  referred 
to  later  on.] 

The  roach  when  spawning,  like  all  other  fish, 
are  very  much  exposed  to  destruction  by  poaching 
and  other  questionable  practices.  It  cannot  be  too 
well  known  that  the  barbarous  mode  of  "  snatching  " 
— (that  is.  by  sinking  and  rapidly  drawing  of  a 


number  of  bare  hooks  fastened  back  to  liack  upon 
a  leaded  line) — is  illegal;  as  indeed  is  also  the 
sinking  of  baskets,  etc.,  at  weirs,  mill  tails,  etc., 
where  the  fish  congregate  in  thousands  during 
their  attempts  to  ascend  the  rivers  to  get  at  suitable 
shallows  where  the  water  is  more  fully  charged 
with  oxj'gen. 

{To  be  continued.) 


lEISH  LOUGHS. 


"AN  ANGLER'S  PARADISE." 

Of  all  places  in  the  world,  county  Galway, 
Ireland,  has  probably  as  great  a  reputation  as  any 
for  being  a  paradise  for  fishermen.  Whether  it  be 
the  sportsman  who  hopes  to  kill  a  big  salmon,  the 
pike  fisherman  who  aspires  to  make  a  record 
amongst  those  voracious  denizens  of  the  deep,  or 
the  trout  angler  who  dreams  of  seeing  a  101b.  fish 
of  his  own  catching  decorate  the  walls  of  his 
sanctum,  there  is  probably  no  place  in  the  world 
where  he  would  have  a  better  chance  of  accom- 
plishing his  object  than  comity  Galway.  Having 
studied  numerous'  reports  of  the  fishing  to  be  had 
thereabouts,  and  consulted  many  friends  upon  the 
subject,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Clonbur, 
in  county  Galway,  was  as  likely  a  centre  as  any 
that  I  could  hit  upon  where  I  should  have  a  not 
improbable  chance  of  landing  a  301b.  pike  or  a  101b. 
trout.  I  accordingly  corresponded  with  Mr.  J. 
Joyce,  the  well-known  proprietor  of  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel  at  Clonbur,  and  through  him  obtained 
a  house  in  the  village  for  the  season,  and  also  a 
capital  boatman,  T.  Somerville  by  name. 

I  arrived  less  than  a  month  ago,  and  upon  ray  first 
visit  to  the  hotel  my  appetite  for  sport  was  whetted 
by  the  sight  of  two  grand  fish,  both  caught  in  Loch 
Mask  last  year,  set  up  in  the  smoking-room,  the 
one  a  pike  of  32^1b.,  the  other  a  trout  of  lO^lb. 

Upon  making  inquiries  as  to  what  sort  of  sport 
I  might  expect  to  obtain,  I  was  informed  that 
although  the  lakes  were  teeming  with  fish,  and 
undoubtedly  contained  many  veritable  monsters, 
no  one  ever  came  to  fish  for  them  at  this  time 
of  year,  and  even  among  the  locals  no  one 
imagined  fish  could  be  caught  during  the  winter 
months. 

As  the  season  proper  did  not  commence  tUl 
February,  I  occupied  myself  for  the  time  being 
with  some  capital  snipe  shooting,  and  upon  Feb.  1, 
the  opening  day  for  salmon  and  trout,  drove  to  a 
village  called  Cross,  five  miles  distant,  where  I  was 
told  there  was  an  excellent  trout  stream,  and  the 
fish  were  very  large.  Arrived  at  the  village,  I 
proceeded  as  du-ected  to  a  stone  bridge  crossing 
the  river,  close  to  a  mill.  Upon  this  bridge  were 
to  be  seen  no  less  than  six  anglers  hard  at  work, 
and  looking  over  the  parapet  I  saw  at  least  a  dozen 
more  on  the  banlis  below. 

Giving  them  all  a  wide  berth,  I  proceeded  some 
half-mile  down  stream,  where  I  had  the  river 
entirely  to  myself,  and  commenced  operations  with 
the  fly,  occasionally  trying  the  streamj'  parts  with 
a  Blue  Phantom.  The  day  was  bitterly  cold,  and  I 
met  with  no  success  whatever.  Not  so,  however, 
my  friends  above,  for  upon  my  return  to  the  biidge 
some  two  hours  later  I  found  that  among  them 
they  had  taken  forty-two  fish — big  ones  too  ! — 
hardly  any  imder  21b.,  many  over  31b.,  and  the 
largest,  a  fine  fellow  in  grand  condition,  caught  by 
a  Mr.  Hearne,  of  Ballinrobe,  weighed  just-over  olb. 
Every  one  of  these  fish  was  caught  with  the  worm, 
and  the  extraordinary  thing  was  that  they  were  all 
taken  in  a  stretch  of  water  not  half  a  mile  in  length, 
fishing  down  stream  with  wonns,  in  steely'  clear 
water,  on  a  cold  frosty  day,  and  in  many  instances 
the  most  primitive  tackle  was  used.  The  water 
bailiff  told  me  that  flies,  or,  indeed,  any  other  lure, 
were  quite  useless  on  this  water  untU  the  month  of 
March,  but  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  one  fished 
the  river  after  February.  The  reason  of  this  un- 
doubtedly is  that  the  local  fishermen  have  neither 
the  tackle  nor  the  skill  to  catch  fish  after  the  first 
month.  I  should  fancy  that  this  river  would  be 
perfection  for  the  dry-fly  man  or  clear-water  worm 
fisher. 

No  trees,  grassy  banks,  water  running  in  swift 
glides,  easily  covered,  and  quantities  of  large  fish. 
Since  that  day  the  weather  lias  been  very  boisterous 
and  cold,  and  I  have  only  managed  to  get  two  short 
days  on  Loch  ^lask,  but  succeeded  in  getting  a  well- 
conditioned  trout  of  3  J  lb.,  losing  another  of  about 
equal  weight,  and  landing  two  pike,  one  of  12jlb. 
and  the  other  231b,    This  latter  was  a  finely  made 
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fish,  and  afforded  a  half-hour's  good  sport.  Con- 
sidering that  the  conditions  were  all  against 
success,  snow  on  the  mountains  and  in  the  water, 
and  a  keen  north-east  wind  blowing,  the  results  were 
not  unsatisfactory.  Curiously  enough  I  had  been 
reading  in  the  Field  an  article  on  pike  fishing  in 
Lough  Con-ib,  written  in  November  by  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke,  in  which  he  seemed  to  fancy  that  a  Red 
Phantom  woidd  be  a  likely  bait  for  pike  in  these 
lakes.  I  accordingly  resolved  to  try  one,  similar 
to  what  is  used  on  Loch  Tay  for  salmon  fishing, 
and,  although  I  tried  several  other  baits,  the  Red 
Phantom  accounted  for  each  of  the  fish  I  hooked,  i 
I  may  here  mention  that,  having  seen  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  an  advertisement  about  the  steel 
ribbing  of  rods  by  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Foster,  of 
Ashbourne,  I  sent  some  of  my  old  rods  to  be 
treated  by  that  firm,  and  the  two  that  I  have  tried, 
a  small  spinning  rod  and  a  double-handed  trout 
rod,  seem  very  satisfactory,  notably  the  latter, 
which,  from  having  been  rather  a  weak  implement,  ; 
has  been  greatly  stiffened  and  strengthened. 


ON  THE  YOEKSHIEE  DEEWENT. 


"  One  doubtful  morning  I  started  off  early  from 
Scarborough  for  the  village  of  Ayton,  five  miles 
away,  just  where  the  Derwent  emerges  from  the 
beautiful  Forge  Valley.  I  had  provided  myself  with 
a  five-shilling  fishing  ticket  for  the  day.  .  .  .  The 
laws  of  the  club  are  stringent  and  se^'ere.  No  trout 
shall  be  taken  vmder  eight  inches  in  length,  nor 
shall  more  than  ten  brace  of  trout  be  taken  in  a 
day." — From  "  An  Old  Man's  Holidays." 

The  picture  we  give  is  on  a  jiart  of  the  charming 
little  river  in  Forge  Valley,  near  Aj-ton.  Visitors 
to  Scarborough  who  want  a  little  trout  fishing  may 
do  like  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  and  invest  in  a  five- 
shilling  ticket,  only  they  should  take  a  measure 
with  them,  as  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  found  he  had 
put  back  several  trout  over  the  limit.  Eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  ago  we  had  some  very  pretty  sport 
in  the  Derwent,  often  getting  the  ten  brace,  and 
putting  back  many  over  the  limit  in  size. 


still  influences  the  thoughts  of  many  Irishmen- 
English  legislation  designed  to  crush  Irish  trade 
and  cripple  Irish  industries,  to  say  nothing  of 
penal  laws  against  the  freedom  of  (Irish)  thought — 
these  are  f^icts  witten  large  upon  the  page  of 
history.  Races  which,  though  at  present  poor, 
possess  records  of  former  prosperity  are  races  prone 
to  retrospective  thought.  It  is  pleasanter  for 
them  to  dwell  upon  the  traditions  of  the  past  than 
to  face  and  struggle  against  the  poverty  of  the 
present,  and  this  partly  explains  why  so  many 
Irishmen  treat  historic  grievances  as  if  they  were 
living  facts.  They  look  round  them,  and  they  see 
that,  as  regards  material  prosperity,  Ireland  alone 
amongst  the  dominions  of  the  British  Crown  is 
stationary  :  they  observe,  too,  that  in  times  not 
remote  Ireland  has  been  treated  as  the  Cinderella 
of  her  sister  kingdoms— left  out  in  the  cold,  except 
indeed  when  questions  arose  as  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  taxation.  These  are  some  of  the  things 
which  Englishmen  would  do  well  to  remember, 
and  which  is  in  Your  Majesty's  power,  and  in  yours 


FoBGE  Valley,  on  the  Yoekshiee  Derwent. 
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Of  the  chief  lakes  in  this  neighbourhood — namely. 
Lough  Mask,  Upper  Mask,  Lough  Nafough,  and 
Lough  Corrib — undoubtedly,  from  all  I  hear  locally. 
Lough  Mask  is  the  best  for  large  pike,  trout,  and 
perch,  the  reason  perhaps  being  that  on  this  lake 
cross-line  fishing  and  other  poaching  was  abolished 
four  years  earlier  than  on  the  others.  Unlike 
Lough  Con-ib,  however,  Lough  Mask  and  the  other 
lakes  mentioned  do  not  contain  salmon  or  sea  trout. 

Clonbur  is  a  small  village  situated  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Lough  Corrib,  and  three  from 
Lough  Mask,  and  reached  by  a  drive  of  nine  miles 
from  Ballinrobe  railway  station.  It  contains  a 
telegraph  office,  and  is  practically  the  only  fishing 
centre  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  one  hotel  (the 
Mount  Gable)  is  owned  by  Mr.  A.  .loyce,  who  has 
done  so  much  for  the  fishing  in  this  district,  and 
has  been  so  largely  instrumental  in  the  preservation 
of  the  loughs  and  rivers,  and  the  abolition  of 
poaching  and  cross-lining. 

There  are  several  other  rivers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood which,  I  hear,  are  first-rate  for  trout.  I 
hope  later  on  to  relate  my  experience  about  them. 

Clonbur.  N.  Allix. 


American  Books.— A  Catalogue  of  American  hooks  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Ketter  lane,  London. 


AN  lEISH  OPEN  LETTEE  TO  HIS 
MAJESTY  THE  KING. 


Edward  will  always  bear  himself  as  King.— Henry  VI. 
What  must  the  King  do  now  ? — Richard  II. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

As 'a  humble  subject  I  presume  to  address  you 
upon  the  question  of  the  future  of  Ireland,  which 
rests  in  the  hands  of  Your  Majesty,  and  I  make 
bold  to  say  that  that  future  can  by  you,  and  you 
alone,  be  made  as  bright  as  in  the  past  it  has  been 
dark. 

In  the  history  of  nations,  as  in  the  life  of  every* 
individual,  opportimities  present  themselves,  from 
time  to  time,  which,  according  as  they  are  skilfully 
used  or  imwisely  neglected,  must  inevitably  in- 
fluence the  whole  future  of  the  nation  or  the 
individual  concerned. 

Your  accession  to  the  throne  of  this  Kingdom 
presents  one  of  these  opportunities,  and  the  use 
Your  Majesty  may  make  of  it  will  influence  the 
future  of  Ireland  and  of  her  people. 

In  briefly  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of 
Ireland,  I  will  not  recapitulate  those  historic 
grievances  which  Englishmen  ought  to  remember 
and  Irishmen  ought  to  forget,  but  I  would  remind 
Your  Majesty  of  their  existence  as  a  factor  which 


alone,  to  teach  Irishmen  to  forget,  for,  although 
such  Viceroys  as  your  Majesty's  present  represen- 
tative in  Ireland  may  win,  and  deserve  to  win,  the 
respect  and  affection  of  Irishmen,  still, 
A  substitute  shines  brightly  as  a  king,  until  a 
king  be  by. 

It  is  in  your  power.  Sir,  to  wean  your  Irish  sub- 
jects from  the  painful  memories  of  the  past,  and, 
by  cultivating  their  innate  loyalty,  to  teach  them  in 
the  prosperity  which  you  can  restore  to  forget  those 
racial  grievances  which  hold  too  prominent  a  place 
in  their  daily  thoughts.  Give  but  the  word  for 
the  establishment  of  a  royal  residence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ireland's  capital,  and  the 
face  of  the  whole  country  will  be  changed.  Your 
accession  to  the  throne  holds  out  to  you  the 
golden  opportunity  for  regenerating  Ireland.  The 
welcome  you  will  receive  will  rejoice  your  heart, 
and  more  than  justify  the  trust  we  ask  you  to  place 
in  us.  Loyalty  in  Ireland  has  proved  a  hardy 
plant  :  it  has  lived  through  much  neglect.  Think 
how  it  will  flourish  luider  cultivation,  and  how 
quickly  it  will  overshadow  and  sterilise  the  weeds 
of  distrust  and  disaffection  which  have  sprung  up 
around  it. 

And  will  Your  Majesty  permit  me  to  remind  you 
that  under  existing  circumstances  a  lai-ge  propor- 
tion of  the  money  earned  by  Irish  industry  passes 
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over  to  England  to  increase  the  immeasurable 
wealth  of  your  great  metropolis  '?  I  will  not  touch 
on  the  sore  subject  of  absentee  landlordism,  further 
than  to  say  that  the  homes  of  our  large  landlords 
gather  round  the  throne.  The  inexorable  laws  of 
fashion  ordain  that  such  should  be  the  case.  If 
Your  Majesty  came  amongst  us  from  time  to 
time,  there  would  follow  a  return  flow  towards 
Ireland,  and  let  it  but  be  whispered  that  "  the 
King  likes  Ireland,"  and  fashion  will  guide  her 
votaries  towards  the  path  marked  out  by  the 
royal  inclination. 

Apart  from  considerations  of  high  policy,  and 
apart  from  the  natm^al  beauties  of  our  country  and 
the  character  of  its  people,  can  we  not  offer  you  a 
substantial  inducement  to  come  amongst  us  ?  The 
world  recognises  you  as  first  of  sportsmen,  and  no 
one  of  your  subjects  knows  more  of,  or  better  loves, 
a  good  horse  than  Your  Majesty :  yoir  do  not 
therefore  need  to  ,be  reminded  that  second-rate 
English  racehorses,  when  located  in  Ireland,' breed 
winners  of  your  greatest  stakes.  What  will  not 
the  rich  Irish  soil,  with  its  ever-green  pastures,  do 
for  the  breed  of  horses  if  you  send  over  to  your 
royal  residence  here  one  of  your  noble  Derby 
winners  ?  Establish  round  your  Irish  home  a 
Sandringham  |on  a  kingly  scale.  The  grandest 
ornament  of  your  Sandringham  paddocks  is  the 
Irish-bred  mare  Laodamia.  Send  her  back  to  the 
land  that  gave  her  birth.  Send  with  her  some  of 
the  mares  that  up  to  the  present  have  not  pre- 
sented you  with  horses  worthy  of  carrying  your 
royal  "  scarlet,  purple,  and  gold."  Send  Diamond 
J ubilee  at  the  close  of  his  racing  career :  you  do 
not  want  three  brothers  ua  England.  Then  with 
our  milder  climate  and  our  matchless  soil  you  will 
breed  Derby  winner  after  Derby  winner,  and  you 
will,  to  the  delight  of  all  your  subjects,  repeat  time 
and  time  again  those'happy  days  when,  first  in,  1896 
and  again  in  1900,  you  led  back  the  winner  of  our 
greatest  classic  races.  You  have  not  forgotten, 
too,  that  the  only  time  you  allowed  us  to  train  a 
horse  for  you  over  here  you  had  the  extreme 
pleasure  of  leading  back  the  Irish-bred,  trained, 
and  ridden  Ambush  II.,  after  his  glorious  victory 
in  the  Blue  Riband  of  the  chase.  If  you  do  this 
yom-  example  will  be  followed  all  round.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  country,  capital  will 
be  invested  in  this  pursuit  for  which  Ireland  is 
peculiarly  adapted. 

I  need  scarcely  point  out  what  an  important 
influence  this  will  have  upon  your  Army.  You 
know  how  Irish-bred  horses  have  stood  the  strain 
of  the  present  prolonged  war,  and  you  know  how 
the  foreign  purchases — ay,  and  English  purchases 
too — have  broken  down.  To  see  your  royal  stud 
farm,  to  wander  about  it,  as  you  delight  to  wander, 
as  a  country  gentleman,  apart  from'  regal  state,  to 
hear  a  cheer  on  your  arrival,  such  as  no  English 
crowd  can  give  you,  these  are  some  of  the  induce- 
ments we  can  hold  out  to  persuade  Your  Majesty 
to  do  what  is,  after  all,  only  a  pleasant  duty,  which 
you  owe  to  this  portion  of  your  dominions — a  por- 
tion, too,  which  is  more  important  to  your  crown 
than  even  the  size  of  it  would  indicate,  for  you 
know  what  Irishmen  have  done,  and  are  doing,  for 
the  Kingdom  on  the  battlefield,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  in  all  walks  of  life.  You  know,  too, 
how  our  people  are  spread  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  because  there  is  not  enough  capital  invested 
in  the  country  to  keep  them  employed  at  home. 
Set  a  kingly  example  of  generosity  and  justice  to 


Ireland,  and  you  will  thereby  strengthen  the 
supports  of  your  throne. 

Concluding  with  the  wish  that  you  may  live 
long  to  occupy  that  throne,  and  that  you  may, 
during  the  years  to  come,  enjoy  on  many  and  many 
an  occasion  the  great  happiness  of  leading  back, 
amidst  the  cheers  of  your  loyal  subjects,  many  and 
many  an  Irish-bred  Derby-winner, — I  beg  to 
remain, 

Your  Majesty's  most  obedient  servant, 
The  Irish  Man  in  the  Street. 
— From  the  Irish  Field,  Feb.  9. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &C. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  HigH  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   ,,     ,,  Putney.  iri,iJ''5   >,     »  Richmond. 

45    ,,     „   Hammersmith.  ^""jSO  ,,  Twickenham. 

50   „     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards'  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  ,     ,                                               Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  16    11.52    — 

Sunday,  ,,  17    0.24    0.52 

Monday,  „  18    1.15  -.   1.37 

Tuesday,  ,,  19   1.58   2.19 

■Wednesday,  ,,  20   2.39   2.58 

Thursday,  ,,  21   3.I8   3]38 

Friday,  „  22   3.58    4.18 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks.— Unfortunately  the 
Thames  during  the  week  has  been  out  of  order  for 
fishing,  and  sport  as  a  rule  has  been  very  poor.  The 
snow  broth  from  the  upper  reaches  has  increased 
since  Sunday,  and  on  Thursday  the  lower  reaches  were 
quite  coloured.  The  prospects-  for  to-morrow  are  not 
very  bright,  but  I  hear  that  the  Upper  Thames  is 
clearing,  and,  as  the  lock-keepers  are  running  the 
water  out  rapidly,  there  is  just  a  chance  of  getting  a 
few  fish  this  week-end.  A  further  fall  of  snow  or 
rain  just  now  would  spoil  the  river  for  another  week 
at  least.'  Mr.  F.  Sands  and  Mr.  E.  Collins  fished  all 
Sunday  at  Wraysbury  for  perch,  but  failed  to  get 
one:  a '-chub  of  lilb.  was  all  that  the'  day's 
fishing  yielded.  At  Datohet  Mr.  Hy.  J.  Jacob, 
of  Hammersmith,  whilst  roach  fishing  where  I 
secured  my  21b.  2ioz.-  roach  the  previous  week,  was 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  a  fine  pike  of  101b.,  the 
largest  pike  caught  in  that  reach  this  year.  Being 
without  a  landing-net,  he  had  to  lift  the  fish  by  placing 
his  fingers  under  the  gill  of  the  fish.  On  Monday  the 
river  rose  rapidly,  and  all  the  weirs  at  Old  Windsor 
were  drawn.  Lumsden,  the  professional  fisherman, 
fishing  for  pike  near  the  corner  of  the  weir  and  lock- 
cutting,  landed  a  trout  of  6ilb.,  which  was  safely 
returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  A.  J.  Eems  won  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  perch  competition.  I 
hear  that  an  angler  at  Penton  Hook  has  caught  a  S^lb. 
rainbow  trout.  The  fish,  being  very  badly  hooked 
with  pike  tackle,  was  not  returned  to  the  water.  This 
is  the  largest  rainbow  trout  taken  from  the  Thames, 
and  is  the  fourth  fish  of  this  kind  caught  in  the  river 
during  the  last  month  or  two.  This  seems  to  indicate 
that  rainbow  trout  are  likely  to  be  much  heard  of  in 
the  river  in  a  few  years'  time. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Eton). — The  heavy  fall  of  snow  of  last  week 

again  put  the  water  out  of  condition  just  as  anglers 
were  looking  forward  to  some  good  sport  with  the 
jack,  club,  and  perch.  Should  we  have  no  further  fall 
of  snow  or  rain  during  the  next  few  days,  anglers 
should  again  meet  with  good  sport  at  the  end  of  the 
week. — Cecil  Howlbtt. 

  (Pairford). — The  river  here  at  time  of  writing 

is  in  better  order  than  for  some  time  past,  and  all 
kinds  of  fish  have  been  feeding  better.  Several  good 
pike  have  been  taken  spinning  and  live  baiting,  Mr. 
Rawlinson  and  Mr.  Elton  on  one  day  having  some 
capital  sport  in  the  Inglesham  waters.  Mr.  Berryman 
has  been  out  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  where  there  is  a 
capital  head  of  water  on. — Pan. 

 Streatley. — Water  rather  thick.    Some  very 

good  fish  have  been  taken.    Mr.  G.  Saunders  took  a 
fine  pike,  8J  lbs.    Instead  of  Mr.  Perry,  last  week,  it 
should  be  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  late  sec.'T.P.S.,  stajang' 
with  Mr.  Perry  at  Goring. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Walton). — The  Thames  is  being  snow  flushed, 

and  might  be  called  a  snow  trough.  If  the  frost  con- 
tinues, fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week  will  be  almost 
impossible.  A  large  female  pike,  weighing  141b.  6oz., 
was  taken  at  the  top  end  of  our  backwater  last 
Saturday  by  Mr.  Wheatley,  a  tradesman  of  Walton. 
This  same  angler  took  the  111b.  one  on  Jau,  17  last — 


this  was  also  a  female  fish.  The  jack  and  perch  are 
very  forward  again  this  season  with  their  spawn.— 
John  Honk. 

Ancholme  District. — Angling  ia  quite  at  a  stand- 
still owing  to  tlio  continuance  of  adverse  weather. 
Cold  north  winds,  driving  hail  and  snow,  as  well  as 
sharp  frost  are  the  prevailing  features.  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  fisherman  being  out  this  week. — 
Thomas  Foud  Caistku. 

Avon  (Somersetshire)  and  Tributaries. — The 
cold,  damp  weather  we  have  been  recently  enjoying  (?) 
has  made  the  poor  angler  lay  his  rod  on  the  pegs. 
Everything  in  the  fishing  line  is  flat,  stale,  and 
unprofitable.  Two  otters  were  recently  caught  in  the 
Avon  between  Bathampton  and  Warleigh,  near  ]»ath. 
The  (xreat  Western  Railway  branch  line  to  Weymouth 
runs  for  some  miles  by  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  a 
packer  on  this  part  of  the  line  saw  traces  of  these 
animals,  and  set  traps,  with  the  result  that  he  caught 
two  dog  otters,  one  1.51b.  and  the  other  201b.  in  weight. 
It  is  some  years  since  one  of  these  creatures  was  caught 
so  low  down  the  Avon,  and  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
city  of  Bath.  The  presence  of  these  amphibians  may 
partly  explain  the  poorness  of  the  local  fishing  foe 
some  few  seasons  past. — Si'innin(;  jSIinnow. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District). — Owing  to 
frost,  snow,  and  generally  wretched  weather,  angling 
has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  for  some  time.  AU 
the  broads  are  still  covered  with  ice,  but  the  river  is 
low  and  clear,  and  recovering  its  normal  colour.  I 
found  the  small  rudd  and  roach  were  on  the  feed  this 
morning,  and  if  we  get  some  rain  from  the  west,  with 
wind  (as  looks  possible  to-night),  the  ice  on  the 
broads  may  break  up ;  but  a  continuation  of  calm 
cold  weather  will  tend  to  let  the  ice  remain  for  a  long 
time.  I  have  seen  it  thick  on  the  broads  well  into 
March.  Should,  however,  it  break  up  rapidly,  there 
should  be  a  fine  wind-up  to  the  pike  season  (which 
has  been  by  no  means  a  brilliant  one)  on  the  broads, 
which  will  have  been  very  little  fished  at  this  (usually 
barring  ice)  the  best  month  of  the  year.  There  should 
be.  some  nice  roaehing  at  Coltishall  and  Buxton  when 
the  weather  has  improved,  but,  in  general,  prospects 
for  a  week  or  two  are  not  particularly  encouraging. — 

C.  W.  T.AYLOR. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — It  is  satisfactory  to 
learn  that  the  angling  association  has  communicated 
with  the  county  council  as  to  the  Buckfastlcigh 
pollution,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remedial  measures 
will  be  hastened.  While  the  |)ollution  continues,  as 
it  does  in  spite  of  a  big  expenditure  on  purification 
work,  it  is  not  much  good  to  expect  any  new  breed  of 
trout  to  thrive.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  it 
is  sonie  ten  years  since  there  was  any  organised  effort 
at  restocking,  so  that  it  is  little  wonder  that  fish  are 
scarce  in  some  parts.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has 
been  frequently  stated  that  the  lower  waters  hold 
plenty  of  fish — the  common  Fario.  The  bailiffs  have 
reported  that  more  fish  have  spawned  this  year.  Last 
season  the  conservators'  recei^sts  from  trout  licences 
were  £77,  against  £123  the  previous  year,  there  being 
a  total  falling  ofi  on  all  licences  of  about  £80. — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.) — Fishing  of  any  kind 
has  been  almost  entirely  in  abeyance  for  some  weeks 
past — due  to  repeated  freshes  of  snow  water  from  the 
moorland  tributaries. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams, — Fishing  on  most  of  the 
streams  will  not  commence  until  March  1.  The  Teign 
had  a  very  bad  season  for  salmon  last  year,  the  report 
to  the  conservators  showing  that  only  thirteen  were 
caught  by  rod.  The  board's  finances  are  not  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  there  being  an  adverse  balance. 
A  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  capture  of  immature 
bass  at  Teignmouth.  Wading  will  be  allowed  through- 
out the  season  above  New  Bridge,  below  which  point 
it  will  be  prohibited.  It  was  suggested  to  the  Lower 
Teign  Association  to  allow  wading  above  Chudlcigh 
Bridge.  The  Torquay  Town  Council  have  decided  to 
purchase  ten  thousand  trout  ova  for  the  purpose  of 
restocking  their  reservoir  at  Tottiford. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Fine,  seasonable 
weather  has  prevailed  during  past  week,  and  nmnerous 
anglers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity. From  the  jack  point  of  view  it  has  been 
anything  but  golden,  as  a  large  body  of  these  acquiring 
gentry  have  lost  the  numbers  of  their  mess.  The  best 
take  lately  was  a  lot  of  fourteen,  total  weight  571bs., 
by  Mr.  Gibbard  in  a  few  hours'  live  baiting  in  our 
canal,  and,  on  a  second  visit,  eight  fish,  total  weight 
35  lbs.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  fishing  the  Lower  Exe,  has 
scored  four,  total  weight  18  lbs.,  and  other  rods  have 
accounted  for  several  odd  fish,  but,  as  far  as  I  can 
glean,  nothing  of  record  size  has  come  to  hand  this 
week. — "  Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
The  weather  continues  very  winterly,  and  anglers  have 
not  many  encouragements  for  pursuing  their  sports. 
Towards  the  last  end  of  the  week  there  came  a  rise 
in  temperatm-e,  and  it  looked  as  though  the  wintry 
weather  would  move  oS.  Skating  matches,  which 
had  been  arranged  for  Liugay  Fen  and  Cowbit  Wash, 
had  to  be  abandoned ;  but  afterwards  frost  returned 
with  bright  weather,    Very  few  anglers  troubled  the 
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drains,  as  the  banks  were  awkward  to  travel,  and  the 
rivers  were  beginning  to  suffer  from  melting  snow. 
To  look  at,  the  waters  are  in  good  condition,  but  most 
anglers  have  put  up  their  rods  for  awhile. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Sport  in  the  Idle 
watershed  is  but  very  poor.  Some  anglers  say  the 
recent  thaw  has  had  a  serious  ef!ect  on  the  quality  of 
the  sport.  What  few  enthusiasts  put  in  an  appearance 
at  Mattersev,  Scroobv,  Claworth,  and  other  points  on 
the  Idle  were  by  no  means  successful,  and  most  of 
them  had  but  poor  tales  to  tell.  One  angler,  how- 
ever, at  Mattersey  had  a  bit  of  fair  sport,  his  take 
including  several  good  roach,  some  of  the  largest 
scaling  lib.  each.  Fair  dishes  were  got  in  one  or  two 
instances  farther  down  the  river.  Above  Retford 
local  sportsmen  were  favoujred  with  takes  of  chub  and 
grayling,  and  in  each  instance  reported  a  bunch  of 
maggots  were  the  leading  Im-e.  Several  good  pike 
have  been  caught  in  Clumber  Lake. — L. 

Iiark  (Barton  Mills). — Very  quiet  on  this  stream 
all  this  week.  A  brace  of  good  chub  were  taken  at 
the  Barton  Lock — not  very  heavy  ones,  3Jlb.  the 
largest.  There  are  several  good  pike  I  noticed  along 
the  stream,  but  baits  are  so  difficult  to  get  just  now 
that  they  are  safe.  Water  in  good  order  for  pike 
fishing. — Raven. 

Iiittle  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  there  has  been  some  good  sport 
amongst  the  roach  and  pike,  and  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  more  good  sport  to  be  had.  Boats  and  baits 
can  be  obtained  from  I.  S.  Rolph,  Ram  -Hotel, 
Brandon. 

Lugfg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  and  grayling  streams  have  gone  down,  are 
now  getting  into  a  nice  level,  and  have  cleared,  all 
the  snow  having  gone  from  the  land,  while  very  little 
is  left  in  the  rivers,  which  are  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  so  cold  that  scarcely  an  angler 
has  been  out.  The  nights  have  been  frosty,  followed 
by  fine  da3-s,  and  if  it  was  a  little  warmer  some  fish 
should  be  taken ;  but  angling  will  not  be  good  mitil 
the  trout  come  in  season.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. — 

GWYNNE. 

iMTigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 

Rivers  are  clear  and  sufficiently  sunk  to  admit  fishing 
vnth  floating  worm  or  maggot.  The  fly  too  may  take 
grayling  between  noon  and  two  o'clock  on  favourable 
days.  Mid  Blue,  Dark  Willow,  Feby  Red,  and  Red 
Palmer  should  be  the  most  likely  to  kill.  Weather  is 
particularly  variable — dming  the  past  week  we  have 
experienced  frost,  wind,  rain,  warm,  and  bitterly  cold 
spells,  whilst  to-day  (Wednesday)  snow  has  been  falling 
at  intervals. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborougli).  —  Anticipations  of  past 
week  have  been  realised.  Pike  fishing  has  been  good, 
and  a  first-rate  specimen  of  13Jlb.  has  been  taken  at 
Al Walton  by  Mr.  H.  Thrive,  of  New  Fletton;  it 
measured  thirty-two  inches  from  the  snout  to  the 
tail,  and  thirteen  inches  round  the  shoulders.  Live 
bait  was  used.  Another  good  one  was  taken,  weighing 
101b.,  at  Nab's  Staunch.  On  Monday  the  best  bream 
of  the  season  was  secured  by  Mi.  T.  Steward  at  Peter- 
borough :  it  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  Water  is  now 
getting  into  better  condition,  so  that  more  angling 
may  now  be  done. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  at  time 
of  reporting  (13th)  is  clear  and  only  moderately  full 
— in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  There  has  not  been 
any  rise  of  fly  as  yet  worth  mentioning.  On  the 
8th  inst.  —  a  very  bright,  warm  day — some  Duns 
appeared  on  the  public  water  about  1  p.m.,  and  a 
few  fish  moved  at  them.  One  rod  took  seven  and 
another  two  trout,  but  they  were  of  small  size,  and  in 
poor  condition.  Small  takes  like  these  have  been  had 
by  several  anglers  during  the  past  week,  but  nothing 
.of  any  importance  has  been  accomplished.  Such 
feeding  fish  as  there  are  at  present  are  found  in  the 
pools  and  still  water,  rather  than  in  the  streamy  parts 
of  the  river.  The  netters  have  done  very  poorly,  from 
all  accounts.  Their  boats  and  nets  are  daily  to  be 
seen  on  the  banks,  but,  so  far  as  is  known,  their  hauls 
have  been  quite  insignificant.  They  ought  soon  to  be 
devoting  their  time  to  the  sea,  as  the  crab  and  lobster 
season  is  just  commencing. — Heeon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts. — 
River  still  in  splendid  trim  for  all-round  angling. 
Jack  are  well  to  the  front  again,  a  great  number  hav- 
ing been  had  during  the  week,  Holywell,  Church 
Hole,  again  yielding  the  largest  fish,  131b.,  and 
several  91b.  and  101b.  Some  very  nice  perch  up  to 
l|lb.  were  caught  at  Ducker's  Hole  just  below  the 
ferry  on  Sunday. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  high  and  rather 
thick,  very  favourable  for  roach  fishing,  being  just  the 
right  height  and  colour  for  specimens.  The  back- 
waters should  furnish  good  sport  with  pike,  and  in  a 
day  or  so,  if  the  weather  remains  fine,  the  main  river 
will  be  in  grand  fettle  again. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  grand  trim  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing.  Pike  up  to  111b.,  roach  lib. 
2^oz.,  chub  41b.  14oz.,  weighed  in  this  week.  Mr. 
M.  O.  Noble,  fishing  at  Hemingford  to-day,  took 
thirteen  chub,  and  he  returned  nine,  keeping  four, 
which  weighed  141b.  12o2.   Ihe  one  41b.  14oz.  we 


are  going  to  get  "Coopered"  for  our  club-room, 
and  any  intending  visitors  ought  to  get  well  repaid 
for  a  visit  now. — E.  Collinson. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  still  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, but  anglers  are  keeping  quiet  just  now  when 
prospects  of  sport  appear  to  be  good.  A  nice  jack  of 
61b.  was  taken  yesterday  (Tuesday)  by  a  local  angler. 
My  opinion  is  that  chub  and  perch  are  now  worth  going 
after,  and  there  are  some  fine  specimens  of  both  in  the 
river. — W.  Nash. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Angling,  as  far  as  sport 
is  concerned,  has  been  very  slow  in  this  district  during 
the  past  fortnight.  The  water  is  very  clear,  and,  with 
showers  of  sleet  and  snow  falling,  fish  are  feeding  very 
shyly.  One  day  the  river  is  frozen  over,  and  the  next 
open,  so  that  no  forecast  is  possible.  A  few  anglers 
were  out  on  the  10th,  but  very  little  was  done. — 
W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Angling  prospects  in  this  neighbourhood  still 
continue  of  the  most  gloomy  description,  owing  to 
the  wretched  weather.  Snow,  rain,  hail,  and  sleet 
succeed  each  other,  varied  occasionally  by  a  few  hours 
of  sunshine ;  next  a  sharp  frost  for  a  short  time, 
followed  by  a  thaw,  and  as  snow  is  still  visible  on  the 
hills  and  high  lands,  and  owing  to  the  general  low 
temperature  melts  but  very  slowly,  all  these  streams 
in  consequence  are  full  of  snow  water,  and  likely 
to  be  for  some  time  to  come,  so  that  the  outlook 
all  round  at  present  can  be  most  truthfully  described 
as  "  demmed  unpleasant."  Angling  in  these  streams, 
with  the  water  in  the  condition  it  now  is,  can  only  be 
a  waste  of  time,  as  not  the  least  item  of  sport  is  recorded, 
but  in  several  of  the  ponds  in  this  vicinity,  as  well  as 
in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  good  catches  of  pike 
and  chub  reward  those  anglers  who  pursue  this  descrip- 
tion of  the  sport.  As  far  as  salmon  are  concerned  the 
record,  up  to  now,  is  altogether  a  blank,  and  it  is  a 
general  subject  of  remark  amongst  those  best  qualified 
to  judge  that  never  were  so  few  salmon  observed  making 
their  way  up  to  the  spawning  grounds  as  during  the 
past  close  time,  and,  as  an  instance  of  this,  in  one 
particular  part  of  the  river  Tanat,  where  in  former 
years  it  was  no  unusual  sight  to  see  half  a  dozen  salmon 
pass  u^)  together,  not  one  has  been  seen  to  do  so  as  yet, 
so  that  it  is  small  matter  for  wonder  that  none  have 
been  taken  in  this  neighbourhood  since  the  season 
commenced. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — The 
weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been  cold,  with  frost 
and  a  trace  of  snow  in  some  districts.  Pike  have  been 
off  feed  lately,  but  the  frost  of  the  past  few  days  have 
improved  matters.  A  fish  of  51b.  was  taken  on 
Tuesday  from  the  upper  water  of  the  Ouse  with  live 
snap,  and  a  few  smaller  fish  are  notified  from  lower 
down. .  Roach  and  dace  are  feeding  better  on  the 
Ouse,  and  are  taking  worm  in  preference  to  paste  or 
gentles.  Both  from  the  Ouse  and  Hamsey  I  hear  of 
otters  doing  a  lot  of  mischief.  At  Barcombe  Mills 
portions  of  carp  have  been  found,  fish  estimated  to 
weigh  up  to  121b. ;  and  at  Hamsey  the  head  and 
shoulders  of  a  carp  computed  81b.  The  Bother  is  in 
good  trim,  and  has  yielded  pike  of  4Jlb.  and  a  few 
nice  perch.  A  visitor  fishing  near  the  Tumble  Bay 
hooked  and  lost  a  heavy  fish  through  tackle  fouling 
round  a  Nottingham  reel.  Ai  pike  of  3Jlb.  and  a 
smaller  fish  is  all  recorded  from  the  Adur.  Chichester 
Canal  has  been  almost  deserted.  Mr.  Warren  recently 
captured  a  perch  of  21b.  3oz.  on  live  bait  while  piking. 
— Geobge  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Weather  very  cold,  although 
no  snow  has  fallen.  I  heard  of  one  gentleman  taking 
eighteen  trout,  and  in  another  river  two  dozen  good 
fish  were  killed ;  this  was  in  very  thickly  preserved 
waters.  Fishing  cannot  be  commenced  until  warmer 
weather. — Rosty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled, and  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  snow  threat- 
ened, but  has  kept  up,  and  on  Monday  evening  a  sharp 
frost  was  followed  by  a  bright  sunshine  day,  but  very 
cold,  with  strong  north  wind,  and  up  to  the  present 
the  weather  has  not  been  fit  for  anglers  to  go  out  if 
they  wished  ;  and  there  has  been  very  little  fishing 
done  in  this  part  for  some  time.  The  snow  of  last 
week  quickly  disappeared  when  the  sun  came  out,  but 
very  little  water  got  into  the  river,  and  what  was  in 
has  run  off ;  and  if  we  can  get  a  few  warmer  days 
fishing  should  be  had.  The  prospects  for  grayling  are 
very  poor,  as  they  have  gone  off,  and  have  not  been 
rising,  and  anglers  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  eels  until  next  month,  when  trout 
will  be  in,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good 
sport  being  had  in  this  part.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  fair  order. — S. 

LtJDLOW. 

 (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  snow  which  fell 

last  week  has  all  disappeared,  and  the  weather, 
although  threatening  at  times,  is  now  greatly  im- 
proved. The  nights  have  been  frosty,  followed  by 
sunshine  during  the  day,  but  very  cold  winds,  which 
made  it  unsuitable  for  anglers  to  go  out.  Fishing  in 
this  part  has  been  quiet,  scarcely  an  angler  out,  and 


little  prospects  of  sport  are  expected,  as  grayling  do 
not  rise  and  trout  are  not  in  season  till  next  month, 
so  anglers  must  wait  until  then,  when  good  sport 
should  be  had  in  this  district. — Woecestee. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  waters  of  the  Trent  and 
tributaries  have  contained  too  much  snow  for  suc- 
cessful angling  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  only 
by  fishing  the  slacks  and  levies  have  fish  been  taken. 
Worms  have  been  the  most  successful  lures,  and 
several  good  roach  have  been  bagged — lib.  8oz.  3  shots 
and  lib.  Goz.  8  shots  by  Mr.  Hopkinson  ;  lib.  4Joz. 
4  shots  and  lib.  3Joz.  6  shots  by  Mr.  T.  Davis ;  and  a 
couple  of  roach,  now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  & 
Sons  for  preservation,  recently  caught  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Lees,  weigh  lib.  15|oz.  and  lib.  lljoz.  6  shots — the 
former  the  heaviest  in  the  piscatorial  book  since  the 
establishment  twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Berry,  Mr. 
Stirton,  and  Mr.  T.  Davis  have  secured  a  few  chub, 
though  nothing  over  2|lb.  Pike  fishing  is  nearing 
the  end,  though  four  were  taken  on  Saturday. — 
Tbentsider. 

Witham,   etc.    (Mid-Lincolnsliire).  —  Anglgrs 

have  been  deterred  from  visiting  the  Witham,  and 
whilst  it  has  been  frozen  in  xslaces  sport  has  been 
found  by  those  who  have  turned  their  attention  to 
pike  fishing.  The  best  reaches  for  this  sport  have 
been  those  between  Langrick  and  Boston,  though  one 
solitary  specimen  of  91b.  is  reported,  but  the  majority 
of  those  caught  were  a  little  over  31b.  each.  As  a  rule 
bottom  fishing  has  proved  a  failure.  Little  better 
reports  come  from  the  banks  of  the  Bain.  Here  a  few 
roach  have  come  to  hand  in  the  pink  of  condition,  but 
ice  forming  on  the  line  has  made  it  anything  but 
comfortable.  The  quiet  waters  of  the  stream  are 
frozen  over.  A  few  dace  with  an  occasional  chub  have 
been  reported,  but  pike  fishing  has  led  to  bad  results. — 
Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorkshire). — The  weather  keeps  wintry,  and, 
as  all  our  rivers  are  now  low  and  bright,  there  is  little 
doing.  Few  anglers  have  been  out  up  the  Yore,  and 
sport  has  been  had  from  Aysgarth  down  to  Borough- 
ford.  The  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Asso- 
ciation have  recently  turned  2,500  j'earling  brown 
trout  into  the  breeding  becks,  and  prospects  for  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season  are  good,  as  the  trout  caught 
by  the  grayling  fishermen  have  all  been  forward  in  con- 
dition, having  spawned  earlier  than  usual.  Now  is  the 
time  anglers  should  prepare  for  the  opening  of  the  season - 
by  looking  through  their  fly  book,  and  by  getting  their 
rods  repaired,  revarnished,  etc.,  by  a  practical  man. 
Although  the  Wharfe  is  in  nice  trim,  sport  has  been 
very  moderate  since  the  advent  of  severe  weather.  A 
few  anglers  have  visited  the  Ilkloy  length,  and  in  an 
hour's  fishing  on  Monday  afternoon  Mr.  C.  Leach 
caught  two  brace  of  ^Ib.  grayling  with  the  little  Red  or 
Cockspur  Worm.  This  worm  well  scoured  is  the  best 
bait  for  grayling,  roach,  or  dace  at  present.  Little 
has  been  done  at  Otley  or  Collingwood,  but  below 
there  some  fair  bags  of  chub,  roach,  dace,  etc., 
are  reported,  and,  writing  from  Menstone-in-Wharfe- 
dale,  W.  Carter-Platts,  Esq.,  says:  "Fishing  seems  to 
be  all  about  '  off '  hereabouts,  and  I  suppose  will 
continue  so  until  the  opening  of  the  trout  season." 
The  Nidd  is  running  clearer  now,  and  my  corre- 
spondent says  a  few  rods  have  been  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  when  the  brilliant  sunshine  has  tempered 
the  keen  frost,  but  sport  has  not  been  good  on  any  part 
of  the  river.  Some  very  fair  creels  of  roach  have  been 
caught  in  the  Derwent,  some  of  the  fish  being  good 
specimens,  particularly  those  caught  between  School 
House  Hill  and  Malton.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught 
from  this  point  down  to  Birkham,  but  they  have  been 
small.  Most  of  the  pike  waters  are  rapidly  getting 
frozen  over  now,  and  until  after  the  weather  changes 
it  will  be  a  case  of  breaking  the  ice  in  some  of  the 
exposed  ponds,  etc.  The  rivers  and  canals  are,  however, 
open  yet,  and  some  fair  piking  has  been  engaged 
in  the  Pocklington  Canal.  The  York  anglers  have  only 
had  moderate  sport  in  the  Ouse. — No  daily  newspaper 
published  in  the  kingdom  caters  for  anglers  better  than 
the  Yorkshire  Herald  :  it  gives  full  reports  of  the  doings 
of  the  York  and  other  clubs  almost  daily,  has  a  service 
of  telegrams  giving  the  state  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers  _ 
and  prospects  of  sport  in  them,  on  three  days  a  week, ' 
and  devotes  a  column  to  the  week's  news  contributed 
by  my  friend  "  Ronald."  No  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  majority  of  the  staff  are  anglers,  and 
that  in  connection  with  the  office  we  have  one  of 
the  most  important  angling  societies  in  the  city. 
The  members  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Bay  Horse  Hotel  on  Saturday  night.  Mr.  A.  H. 
Fletcher,  managing  editor,  presided.  Mr.  E.  Taylor 
and  Mr.  A.  Turner  Brown  were  the  vice-chairmen,  and 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  Hies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hah' 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies,  Is.  6d.  each,  hly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  K.  MILLER,  Northern  AngleiS 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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there  was  a  large  company.  Among  those  present  were— 
Mr.  A.  M.  Wiseley,  commercial  manager ;  Captain  A. 
H.  H.  Brown  (London),  Mr.  D.  Lunn  (Doncaster), 
Mr.  J.  S.  Shaimon,  Councillor  Staines,  Mr.  G. 
Woodford,  Mr.  Hutchinson  (Skirpenheck),  Mr.  W.  Hick 
(Wheldrake),  Mr.  S.  Sleights  (East  Cottingwith), 
Mr.  T.  H.  Storey,  etc.  On  the  conclusion  ,of  an 
excellent  dinner  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the 
"  King  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family."  He  said 
that  though  we  had  lost  one  of  the  very  best  of 
queens  we  had  gained  one  of  the  very  best  of  kings. 
He  had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  giving  the  health  of 
King  Edward  VII.  The  toast  was  musically  and 
enthusiastically  honoured.  Mr.  J.  Mennell  proposed 
the  toast  of  "The  Navy,  Army,  and  Reserve  Forces," 
and  Captain  Brown,  who  responded,  referred  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  all  branches  of  the  service  in 
South  Africa,  and  said  that  it  was  very  gratifying  to 
the  Volunteers  and  the  Yeomanry  to  have  been 
afforded  the  opportunity  of  showing  that  they 
were  not  merely  "  Saturday-night  soldiers."  Their 
services  had  been  invaluable.  Mr.  Pike  also  responded. 
Councillor  Staines  gave  the  toast  of  "  Success  to  the 
Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Society"  in  appropriate 
terms,  and  the  chairman,  in  responding,  said  the  club 
was  in  a  very  satisfactory  position.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  members  would  have  many  pleasant  out- 
ings in  the  summer.— Mr.  E.  Taylor  submitted  the  toast 
of  "  Riparian  Owners  and  Gentlemen  who  grant  Per- 
mission to  Fish,"  and  spoke  of  the  gratitude  of  the 
club  members  for  the  kindnesses  extended  to  them  by 
those  gentlemen.  He  regretted  the  absence  of  Captain 
Key,  who,  unfortunately,  was  unwell.  ,  Messrs. 
Hutchinson,  Hick,  and  Sleights  responded.  Mr.  G.  E. 
Dunsford  gave  "  Donors  of  Prizes,"  to  which  Mr.  J.  S. 
Shannon  responded ;  and  Mr.  A.  Turner  Brown  pro- 
posed the  health  of  the  visitors,  which  toast  was 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  D.  Lunn  and  Mr.  T.  11.  Storey. 
Mr.  Coweu  submitted  the  toast  of  "The  Host 
and  Hostess,"  and  Mr.  Paul  Pearson  responded.— 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  George  IV.  Angling 
Society  (York)  Mr.  R.  Oglesby  read  a  very  interesting 
paper  on  "  Roach  Fishing."  Some  very  useful  informa- 
tion was  gathered  from  Mr.  Oglesby's  remarks;  and 
from  the  discussion  that  followed.  At  Malton,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Walker  read  a  very 
useful  paper  on  "  The  Fish  of  the  District,  and  their 
Capture,"  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pitzwilliam  Club.  The 
lecturer  illustrated  his  remarks  by  the  exhibition 
of  live  specimens  of  fish,  tackle,  bait,  etc.  The 
information  he  gave  respecting  the  Derwent,  Rye, 
Costa,  Dove,  Riccall,  Leven,  etc.,  was  much  appre- 
cieted  by  the  members  and  friends. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Ardgay,  N.B. — On  the  various  rivers  flowing  into 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  nothing  has  yet  been  attempted 
excepting  the  Shin,  on  which  a  start  was  made  on 
Tuesday  by  an  angler  from  Inveran  Hotel.  The 
weather  keeps  changeable,  but  on  the  whole  very 
stormy;  for  some  da^s  several  roads  were  snow- 
blocked. — B. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  Argyle).— Stocking 
OF  Lochs  with  Rainbow  and  Sea  Tbout. — On  Friday 
last  the  second  stocking  of  Cuilfail  Hotel  waters  took 
place,  the  former  being  in  November.  The  trout,  as 
before,  were  despatched  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery, 
Lancashire,  and  arrived  from  Oban  Station  in  excel- 
lent condition — not  one  dead.  Mr.  Macfadyen,  the 
popular  and  enterprising  lessee  of  the  hotel,  was  in 
waiting  at  Loch  Drimnin,  to  superintend  the  transfer 
of  the  trout  to  their  new  homes,  and  along  with  him 
were  ready  helpers,  who  speedily  renewed  the  water 
in  the  carrying  tanks,  and  apportioned  the  fish  for  the 
various  lochs.  It  was  a  pretty  sight  to  see  the  plump, 
strong  rainbow  and  the  nimble  sea  trout  for  a  few 
seconds  darting  to  and  fro,  as  if  in  wonderment,  and 
then,  with  their  natural  instinct,  quickly  seeking 
deep  water.  It  may  be  mentioned  that,  along  with 
Mr.  Macfadyen's  consignment,  came  tanks  for  J.  S. 
Blair,  Esq.,  Melfort ;  Major  Macdougall,  Lunga ; 
Major  Gascoigne,  Craignish  Castle  ;  and  R.  S.  Cobbitt, 
Esq.,  Melfort  Cottage  ;  and  it  is  understood  that  each 
lot  arrived  in  first-class  condition.  As  usual,  several 
spectators  assembled  to  view  the  proceedings,  which 
are  always  full  of  interest,  and  among  the  number 
we  observed  ex-Provost  Menzies,  Lochgilphead,  and 
Mr.  Rodgers,  Glasgow.  Timely  preparations  have 
thus,  as  in  former  yeairs,  been  made  for  the  ensuing 
season,  and  on  the  principle  that  "  he  who  sows  shall 
reap"  we  wish  for  mine  host  of  Cuilfail  every  success 
in  1901,  and  hope  that  his  efforts  to  gratify  his 
patrons'  love  of  sport  may  meet  with  such  hearty 
encom-agement  as  to  make  the  first  year  of  the  new 
century  a  record  one  in  his  calendar.— J.  McFadyen. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  net  and  rod  fishing 
on  the  river  Deveron  opened  for  the  season  on  Monday 
in  unfavourable  conditions.  Quite  a  snowstorm 
prevailed,  and  the  river  was  in  a  flooded  state.  Early 
in  the  morning  the  salmon  fishers  set  to  work,  but 
they  were  unable  to  ply  their  nets  property,  with  the 
result  that  only  two  salmon,  of  an  average  weight  of 


81b.,  and  half  a  dozen  trout  wore  caught  by  noon.  Up 
to  Wednesday  they  met  with  little  better  success,  only 
an  occasional  fish  being  got  in  the  nets.  The  trout 
killed  averaged  about  lib.  No  kelts  were  to  be  seen. 
A  small  box  of  fish,  the  first  consignment  for  the 
season,  left  with  the  midday  train  on  Tuesday.  The 
water  is  too  swollen  and  discoloured  by  the  melting 
snow  for  angling,  but  good  sport  is  anticipated  when 
the  conditions  become  more  favourable.  Owing  to 
the  rough  state  of  the  sea  no  nets  could  begot  in  along 
the  Banffshire  coast.  Towards  the  close  of  the  week, 
however,  the  weather  became  more  moderate,  and  a 
start  was  made  to  get  the  nets  put  into  position.  On 
the  opening  day  last  year  the  river  was  frozen  over, 
and  the  ice  had  to  be  cleared  away  before  a  start  was 
made.    No  fish  were  got. — H.  W. 

Loch  Naver-Altnaharra  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)  

The  first  of  the  season,  a  salmon  weighing  91b.,  was 
captured  on  Thursday  last  by  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Ben- 
Clibreck  Lodge.  _  The  road  between  Lairg  and  Altna- 
harra  (Tongue  route)  is  blocked,  and  two  are  stuck  in 
the  snow  near  Crask. — B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  Feb.  6  Mr.  S.  Cassau- 
Paul  had  a  nice  salmon  of  181b.  ;  on  the  8th,  one  of 
131b.  ;  on  the  9th,  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Paul 
one  of  191b. ;  while  on  the  11th  Mr.  A.  W.  Paul  had 
one  of  241b.— H.  J.  Maisby. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  season  opened  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  bulk  of  Scottish  waters 
on  Monday  morning  in  the  thick  of  a  snowstorm.  A 
severe  over-night  frost  added  to  the  inauspicious  start, 
and  for  the  nonce  sport  was  almost  next  to  an  impos- 
sibility. On  the  Ballater  waters  Messrs.  Griffiths 
and  Millar,  who  have  rented  Mr.  Barclay-Harvey's 
section  for  the  spring  months,  essayed  a  cast  in  the 
afternoon,  but  could  not  get  a  fly  to  lie  for  the  "  grue," 
or  ice-floes,  which  crowded  the  ice-bound  pools.  On 
the  Aboyne  waters  similar  attempts  were  as  vain.  On 
the  Lower  Dess,  however,  John  Harper  drew  first 
blood  with  a  beauty  of  81b.  for  Mr.  Deverell,  of 
London,  who  has  the  first  month  of  this  section. 
On  the  Woodend  water  and  adjoining  sections  the 
keepers  and  others  were  busy  cutting  away  the  ice, 
and  by  the  middle  of  the  week  fair  sport  will  un- 
doubtedly be  had.  Sportsmen  who  have  not  yet  put 
in  an  appearance  should  delay  their  arrival  for  a  few 
days,  as  it  is  a  case  of  being  "snowed  off"  in  the 
meantime,  and  should  drifting  set  in  it  will  be  a  case 
of  being  snowed  up.  On  the  other  hand,  everything 
points  to  a  splendid  time  of  it  with  fresh  weather  and 
a  clear  river,  but  a  thorough  thaw  must  be  vouchsafed 
before  the  game  be  worth  the  candle.  On  the 
Banchory  and  lower  pools  more  curling  than  angling 
is  being  got,  but  towards  the  close  of  the  afternoon, 
on  both  Monday  and  Tuesday,  one  or  two  fish  were 
got,  details  of  which  are  not  yet  to  hand.  The  Don 
came  down  the  colour  of  pea  soup  on  Saturday,  but 
settled  somewhat  on  Monday,  and  more  so  on  Tuesday, 
when  Mr.  Murray  and  some  others  were  able  to  secure 
a  cast  on  one  or  two  of  the  more  open  reaches.  On 
the  Deveron  a  similar  state  of  matters  prevailed,  the 
opening  season  being  entirely  spoiled  by  the  renewal 
of  the  storm  and  the  over-night  frosts.  On  the  Spey 
less  "grue"  was  experienced  on  the  lower  reaches, 
and  a  very  successful  start  was  made.  The  North  and 
South  Esks  open  to-dav  (Saturday),  Feb.  16,  and  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie  on  Feb.  25.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Severe  frost  still  reigns  over 
this  part  of  the  country,  and,  while  curling  is  general 
on  the  shallow  lochs  and  ponds  of  the  district,  the 
rivers  so  far  are  free  of  ice.  Salmon  netting  opened 
on  the  English  side  of  the  Solway  on  Monday,  but  on 
account  of  the  wintry  aspect  of  the  weather  no  netting 
has  coinmenced  among  the  haaf  nets.  These  nets, 
which  are  sometimes  called  the  shoulder  nets,  do  no 
harm  to  the  run  of  fish  to  the  rivers.  They  are  a  most 
primitive  net,  and  are  only  fished  by  the  men  during 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tides.  At  a  meeting  of  Annan 
Fishery  Board,  held  last  week-end,  intimation  was 
made  that  if  any  one  was  found  fishing  on  the  Scottish 
side  of  the  Solway  and  within  the  limits  of  the  Annan 
district,  without  leave,  prosecution  would  follow.  The 
water  bailiffs  have  been  instructed  to  lodge  with  the 
Fishery  Board  clerk  information  if  any  contravention 
takes  place.  This  warning  is  chiefly  levelled  at  the 
drift  net  men,  who  for  many  years  have  drifted  for 
salmon  grilse  and  sea  trout  in  the  estuary  of  |the 
Solway  by  licence  from  the  Eden  Fishery  Board.  The 
Carlisle  Board  now  refuse  to  grant  any  more  licences 
to  the  drift  net  fishermen  in  view  of  the  recent  deci- 
sion against  drift  net  fishing  in  the  Tay.  On  the  25th 
the  whole  of  the  rivers  in  this  district  open  their 
angling  season.  Should  no  rain  fall  between  now  and 
the  opening  date  the  waters  are  bound  to  be  low  and 
clean  for  the  fly. — Heathbbbell. 

Spey. — The  rod  and  net  fishing  opened  on  Monday, 
and  not  for  years  have  the  conditions  on  the  river 
been  so  favourable  for  the  first  day,  or  the  number  of 
fish  landed  so  large.  This,  in  a  measure,  was  antici- 
pated from  the  state  of  the  river  generally  during  the 
winter  months,  together  with  the  early  influx  of  clean 
fish  from  the  sea.  The  fish  are  of  fine  quality,  and 
few  kelts  have  been  seen.  The  river  is  in  capital  form 
for  successful  angling,  and  some  of  the  baskets  were 


exceptionally  heavy.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  season 
just  opened  will  turn  out  more  remunerative  than  that 
of  the  previous  year,  and  this  is  all  the  more  likely, 
judging  from  the  appearance  of  salmon  upon  the 
earlier-opened  rivers  for  rod  and  line  elsewhere.  With 
open  weather  good  sport  is  expected.  The  weather 
was  so  rough  on  the  sea-coast  that  the  nets  were  not 
put  out.— J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth).— We  have  had  very  fair  rod  fishing 
up  till  now.  We  got  nearly  three  hundred  fish  before 
the  nets  went  on.  They  went  on  on  Feb.  12  up 
till  twelve  o'clock.  Wo  had  over  three  hundred  fish. 
This  is  good,  considering  the  very  low  state  of  the  river. 
—P.  D.  Malloch. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  report  scarcely 

anything  was  done  on  the  Lagan  and  its  tributaries, 
owing  to  the  sharp  frosts,  which  kept  the  trout  down. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  weather  changed  from  frosty 
to  rainy,  but  it  remains  very  cold.  We  have  heard  of 
little  done  on  the  other  Antrim  rivers  now  open  from 
the  cause  already  mentioned.  The  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  have  secured  the  sole  angling  rights  of 
several  large  lakes  in  the  vicinity  of  Ballinahinch,  co. 
Down. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — This  river  is  at  present 
in  excellent  order,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  On 
"Kilbarry"  fishery,  Mr.  Lucas,  14^1b.,  17ilb.,  191b., 
and  a  magnificent  fish  of  .3G^lb. ;  on  the  "  Kilmurray  " 
fishery,  Mr.  Lang,  six;  on  "  Mocollop,"  J.  W.  Logan, 
four;  on  "  Ballyduff,"  Colonel  Simpson,  four. — W. 
Haynes  &  Sons. 

Eillarney. — Sport  has  been  pretty  good  here  since 
the  start.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  river  is  at  present 
very  low  and  clear,  owing  to  the  continued  frosts  at 
night.  A  change  in  the  weather,  with  some  soft  rain, 
is  badly  needed.  The  following  have  been  successful 
since  last  report :  On  Warrenscourt,  J.  A.  Jameson, 
five,  91b.  to  141b.;  on  "  Nadrid,"  J.  Bullen,  131b.; 
on  "  Ballineadig,"  Major  Barton,  101b.  and  161b. ;  on 
"  Clashaneur,"  Colonel  Sanford,  Wiltshire  Regiment, 
181b. ;  and  Samuel  Haynes,  on  the  10th  inst.,  four 
141b.,  and  lljlb.,  101b.,  and  9Jlb. ;  on  "  Castleinch," 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  two  151b. ;  J.  O'Brien,  81b.  9Joz.  and 
two  111b. ;  and  J.  P.  Hawkes,  101b. ;  at  the  Powder- 
mills,  R.  Dunscombe,  171b. ;  at  Carrigrohane,  Mr 
Michael  Murphy,  121b.— W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pullen  fisheries  have  opened 
very  satisfactory,  and  since  last  report  the  fishers  have 
made  handsome  hauls  all  round  the  lough.  Demand 
continues  steady  from  the  London  and  other  cross- 
Channel  markets. — T.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  Co. 
Mayo). — The  river  is  now  coming  into  good  angling 
order,  and  some  fresh  fish  are  to  be  seen  in  the  pools. 
Loughs  still  high.  Some  fair  takes  of  sea  trout  have 
been  got  daily  on  the  Moy.  Some  beauties  have 
been  taken  at  the  salmon  weirs,  largest  2G|lb. — Pat. 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Out  of 

respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Major  Traherne, 
who  had  fished  on  his  splendid  preserves  hero  for 
twenty-four  years,  not  one  of  om-  local  salmon  fishers 
has  wet  a  line  since  the  opening  of  the  season. 
Water  falling.  Spring  fish  are  running  up  from  the 
Atlantic. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnel).  —  The  season  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1.  For  the  first  week  the  water  was 
rather  too  high,  but  it  has  since  been  decreasing,  and 
most  of  the  pools  will  aijparently  be  soon  in  good 
order.  Sir  H.  G.  Meredyth,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  C.  E. 
Levita  have  been  fishing  the  Doonas  and  Hermitage 
waters,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  is  fishing  the  Worldsend 
water,  Mr.  J.  Enright  the  Castle  and  Summerhill 
fisheries.  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed — Gth, 
one  salmon,  161b. ;  11th,  one  salmon,  91bs. — John 
Wbightson. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Angling  opens  on  the  Blackwater 
and  Bullenderry  and  their  tributaries  on  March  1. 
The  past  spawning  was  considered  a  pretty  good  one, 
although  there  was  less  or  more  pouching  on  the 
remote  streams  of  both  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  back- 
ward since  last  report,  though  the  weather  and  water 
conditions  were,  on  the  whole,  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Bundrowes  (Co.  Donegal). — Although  the  weather 
during  the  past  week  was  again  unfavourable  for 
angling  purposes,  continuous  N.E.  winds,  accompanied 
with  snow  and  sleet  showers,  and  at  nights  frost,  still 
a  few  keen  anglers  stuck  to  the  river,  and  when  there 
was  a  favourable  hour  or  two  to  fish  they  were  well 
rewarded.  Jlr.  Thomas  B.  Higson  landed  a  nice  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  9^1b.  on  8th  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed 
five  splendid  fresh-run  salmon  during  the  past  week 
of  13Jlb.,  131b.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  9ilb.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Despard  landed  a  beauty  of  13ilb.  on  12th  inst.  Mr. 
T.  B.  Higson  and  Mr."  Despard  hooked  and  lost  a 
couple  more  clean  fish  during  the  latter  days  of  the 
past  week.  Bundrowes  is  now  getting  into  good 
fishing  order,  and  some  good  sport  is  again  expected 
this  week.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  cold  and 
frosty.    Fresh-run  salmon  arc  daily  making  their  way 
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through  Buudrowes  river  to  Lough  Melvin,  where 
some  fine  salmou  fishing  will  be  had  during  the 
coming  months,  March,  April,  and  Mixv.— M.  Eogan 
&  Sons. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycotton.  —  Sport  now  very  good  owing  to 
favoural)le  weather,  and  to  the  large  nmnbers  of 
various  fish  now  quite  close  inshore. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at 
and  around  this  station  during  the  past  weels  at 
pollack,  mackerel,  whiting,  and  grrrnard, — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Spring  mackerel  have  arrived,  and 
some  good  hauls  have  been  taken  in  the  trammel  nets. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Nothing  in  the  waj'  of  fishing  with  rod  and 
line  lately  has  been  done,  and  owing  to  the  cold 
noitherly  winds  boats  have  not  had  a  fair  chance  to 
asceriain  if  the  fish  have  actually  left  our  locality. — 
E.  Hangeb,  Kenwj-n,  North  Parade. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  somewhat  milder 
during  the  week,  and  the  pollack  fishers  have  com- 
menced to  look  for  the  spring  pollack,  but  very  few 
have  been  taken  as  yet.  Some  fine  mackerel  have  been 
brought  in  during  the  week,  caught,  of  course,  outside 
in  drift  nets  ;  they  are  very  fine  fish  this  season,  and  a 
decided  contrast  to  those  of  last  year.  The  grey  mullet 
have  returned  again,  and  are  about  the  coast.  Master 
N.  Duff,  an  enthusiastic  young  fisherman  of  about  ten 
summers,  was  going  on  the  pier  to  skate,  when  he 
happened  to  look  over  into  the  water,  and  noticed  very 
big  schools  of  mullet  swimming  about.  He  soon  fetched 
his  paternoster  and  worms,  and  was  paying  his  respects 
to  them.  He  caught,  in  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
twenty-six  very  nice  fish,  and  brought  me  up  some  all 
alive  and  kicking.  I  sent  some  more  fishermen  after 
them,  but  the  Saltash  men,  who  were  evidently  on  the 
look  out,  brought  their  nets  and  surrounded  them. 
They  caught  a  few,  but  the  rest  were  off  like  a  flock  of 
sheep.  They  may  retm-n,  however,  at  any  time.  It 
is  a  curious  thing  that  mullet  arc  so  soared  by  a  net. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.) 

Rc.msgc,te. — February  has  been  true  to  its  name — 
strong  winds,  biting  frosts,  and  snowstorms.  As  the 
result  the  fishing  has  been  poor.  Still,  plucky  anglers, 
who  have  braved  the  weather,  have  had  some  sport. 
Mr.  Stanton  had  some  decent  dabs,  and  one  or  two 
others  have  had  fair  catches  of  bass  and  whiting — the 
latter  are  now  coming  rather  small.  There  should 
have  been  some  good  sport  on  the  Stour  (Grove  Ferry, 
nearest  station)  for  jack,  which  are  plentiful,  but  the 
snow  broth  has  put  an  end  to  that  fishing  for  some  few 
days. — ■•  Geey  Mullett." 

Valentia. — Sport  continues  good  with  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 


LIVEEPOOL  CENTRAL  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Annual  Dinner. 
On  Thursday  evening,  7th  inst.,  the  Central  Angling 
Association  held  their  second  annual  dinner  at  the 
club  headquarters,  the  Derby,  86,  West  Derby-road. 
^  The  applications  for  tickets  had  been  unprecedented, 
and  the  committee  were  reluctantly  compelled  to 
restrict  their  issue  to  ninety-six,  which  number  sat 
down  to  an  excellent  menu.  The  room  was  character- 
istically and  tastefully  decorated  with  a  maze  of  fishing 
rods,  creels,  bags,  landing-nets,  stuffed  specimen  fish, 
coloured  fish  plates,  and  other  articles  appertaining  to 
the  piscatorial  art.  After  dinner  the  gathering  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Bratt,  chairman ;  Mr.  E. 
P.  Davies  being  in  the  vice-chair.  To  the  musical 
programme  the  following  well-known  artists  contri- 
buted :  Mi.  E.  p.  Davies,  Messrs.  Boatman  and 
Hanlon,  jNIessrs.  Walker,  Heginbotham,  Will  Austin, 
J.  Clark,  -J.  Canavan,  H.  Connor,  and  Duncan.  The 
usual  loyal  toasts  were  enthusiastically  honoured,  and 
in  response  to  "The  Central  Angling  Association  and 
Kindred  Societies  "  Mr.  Veal  (representing  the  Liver- 
pool Club)  paid  the  Central  a  high  compliment  for  the 
excellence  of  their  arrangements,  and  congratulated 
them  upon  having  such  an  array  of  well-known  and 
honoured  anglers  at  their  festive  board.  An  in- 
teresting part  of  the  programme  was  a  presentation 
to  Mr.  .John  Wishart,  which  consisted  of  a  valuable 
massive  silver  snuffbox  of  beautiful  design,  with  the 
following  inscription :  "  Pres'euted  to  J.  Wishart,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  the  Central  Angling 
Association."  The  presentation  was  made  by  the 
chairman,  who  referred  in  eulogistic  terms  to  the 
great  services  that  Mr.  Wishart  had  rendered  to  angling 
clubs  in  Liverpool,  and  more  particularly  to  his  un- 
tiring efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Central  ever  since  its 
formation.  The  toast  "  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve 
Forces  "  was  appropriately  responded  to  by  Veterinary- 
Lieutenant  J.  Pilkington,  M.R.C.V.S.,  who  is  a  vice- 
president  of  the  association,  and  who  lias  volunteered 
to  go  with  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  in  his  official 
capacity,  and  sailed  for  South  Africa  on  the  Aurania  on 
the  1.5th  inst.  On  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  the 
gallant  officer  received  an  ovation  that  he  will  not 
soon  forget.  S.  Boulter. 


ANNUAL  DINNEE  OF  THE  FLY 
FISHEKS'  CLUB. 

Sir  Couktenay  Boyle,  K.C.B.,  a  keen  salmon 
angler,  will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  which  is  to  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
March  6,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  and  promises  to  be 
as  successful  and  enjoyable  as  the  great  annual 
gathering  of  the  Clan  Fly  Fishers  has  always  been. 


IReports  from  Clubs* 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  delegate  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  18,  at  8  p.m. — 
E.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District).  —  The 
next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Camden  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Locomotive,  James-street,  Kentish 
Town,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  19,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  anglers  and  friends. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
fl  10s.  lOd.  from  the  Albion  Brothers;  £1  5s.  7d., 
Park  ;  £1  10s.  from  White  Hart  Angling  Societies, 
from  their  benevolent  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  committee  two  applications  were  made  which 
were  adjom'ned  for  inquiries.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday,  Feb.  22, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Abercorn  iAngling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  .Junction. — Since  last  report  Mr.  C.  Mark- 
worth  weighed  in  jack  Gib.  lloz.  Will  members  attend 
in  force  to  arrange  last  match  of  the  season,  there 
being  plenty  of  funds  in  the  club.  We  have  made 
another  now  member,  Mr.  A.  Cousin. — Alf.  Painter. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Socibry,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur  Street,  Battersea. — Since  last  report 
several  of  our  members  have  weighed  in  some  fine 
trays  of  fish.  On  Feb.  10  Mr.  Banquit  weighed 
in  Ulb.  4oz.,  and  Jlr.  Townsley  71b.  8oz.  of  dace.  Our 
next  match  is  fixed  for  Feb.  24,  at  Staines,  from 
Staines  Bridge  to  the  varnish  works,  tow-path  only, 
jack  barred,  all  to  start  fish  train  from  Clapham 
Junction  Sunday  morning. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  Feb.  10 
Mr.  Milieu  had  roach,  perch,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Brealsforth, 
roach.  We  have  an  outing  on  Feb.  24,  the  last  of  the 
season ;  the  three  remaining  prizes  being  added, 
making  seven  prizes  to  go  for.  Will  absent  members 
please  attend  next  meeting,  as  wo  want  to  settle  a  date 
for  our  A.B.S.  Concert. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  fTociETY,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Several  members  went 
to  Shiplake  on  Feb.  10  for  the  monthly  outing,  the 
following  being  successful :  Mr.  J.  Jones,  roach,  51b. ; 
Mr.  C.  Cannar,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Hamilton,  21b. 
Invitation  received  from  St,  Alban's  for  South  London 
visit  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  19.  One  lapsed  prize  still  left 
open ;  go  where  you  please. — G.  T.  M. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — An  open  roving  match 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  17  in  the  river  Arun  bank 
only.  In  conjunction  with  this  match  there  will  be 
three  consolation  prizes.  Mr.  G.  Stevens  and  Mr. 
Flemens  weighed  in  roach  on  the  10th. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,S.E. — The  following  members 
weighed  in  on  Feb.  10  :  Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach ;  Spider, 
roach ;  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  bream.  We  fish  our 
February  series  of  prizes  on  Feb.  24,  place  and  con- 
ditions to  be  decided  next  Wednesday. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

BooTLE  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  weekly  meetings  of  this  associa- 
tion have  been  well  attended  of  late,  and  a  great 
amount  of  business  settled  in  view  of  the  forthcoming 
season,  but  the  members,  owing  to  the  kaleidoscopic 
nature  of  the  weather,  have  not  yet  ventured  forth  in 
search  of  their  favourite  haunts  and  new  swims.  The 
brothers  Dennington  had  a  pike  outing  recently  at 
a  favourite  lake,  and  had  some  good  sport,  landing 
twenty-four  fish,  scaling  961b.,  the  largest  being  6f  lb. 
It  has  been  decided  to  have  a  couple  of  outings  for 
bottom  fish  prior  to  the  close  of  the  season,  further 
arrangements  for  which  will  be  made  at  next  Tuesday's 
meeting. — Rudd. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Considering  all  things,  we  had 
a  good  show  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Cook  having  roach 
lOst.  131b.,  Taylor  roach  7st.  61b.,  Roberts  jack 
5st.  81b.,  Messrs.  Gall,  Mann,  and  Parkes  also  having 
roach  and  dace.  Members  leave  by  the  8.40  on  the 
morning,  all  returning  by  the  7.42  p.m.  Any  club 
not  having  had  a  notice  of  our  visit  on  the  Angling 
Association  list  on  Feb.  19  kindly  take  this  as  one, 
and  oblige. — R.  Marshall. 


CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Feb.  10  Mr.  A.  Howland  had  91b.  of 
roach,  Mr.  E.  Baxter  51b.  7Joz.  of  roach.  On  Tuesday 
last  our  chairman  read  two  very  interesting  letters 
from  our  two  brother  anglers  who  are  now  at  the 
front,  and  all  members  will  be  glad  to  know  that  they 
are  in  good  health.  Our  second  club  match  will  bo 
roving  at  Marlow,  March  3.  Conditions  will  be  re- 
ported next  week.  Our  fourth  private  prize  match 
takes  place  on  Feb.  6,  at  Cookham  ;  roving  ;  between 
Bourne  End  Railway  Bridge  and  Cookham  Look  ;  two 
rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  sixteen  prizes  ;  go  down  by 
8.43  train  to  Cookham  ;  register  names  at  White  Hart 
on  arrival ;  register  fish  at  White  Hart  not  later  than 
6.30;  and  return  by  7.50  train  from  Cookham.  Re- 
served coach  for  Cobden  members  only. — A.  S.  H. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  to  Royal  ' 
George  Angling  Society  on  Thursday  was  very  suc- 
cessful, thirty  clubs  responding  to  the  roUcall.  Next 
visit  is  to  the  Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society  at 
the  King  and  Queen,  Foley-street,  Tottenham  Court- 
road,  on  Monflay,  25th  inst. — W. 

Choeley  AND  District  Angling  Society.  —  A 
special  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  society  was 
held  on  Thursday  last  at  the  Cunliffe  Arms  Hotel, 
Chorley,  with  a  view  to  federating  with  other  local 
societies.  There  were  representatives  of  adjoining 
districts  present.  Mr.  Newton,  of  Horwich,  presided. 
Mr.  Radford,  of  Bolton,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association,  explained  the  best  means  of 
amalgamating  the  different  societies,  and  as  a  result 
it  was  resolved  that  an  association  be  formed,  called 
the  "  Chorley  and  District  Centre."  The  election  of 
officers  followed,  the  oifices  being  equally  divided 
between  the  societies  represented.  It  was  decided  to 
celebrate  the  federation  with  a  dinner.  The  anglers' 
railway  tickets  will  shortly  be  issued  to  members  on 
application  to  Mr.  Clare,  Sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  visit  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  on 
Monday  evening  was  a  success,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  counter  attraction  at  the  East  End.  They 
had  a  crowded  house,  and  plenty  of  good  talent. 
Chairmen,  Messrs.  C.  Watlingand  J.  A.  Fitch.  Twenty- 
two  societies  were  well  represented — namely.  Great 
Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Eustonian,  Amicable,  Waltonian,  North  London, 
Camden,  l^hcenix.  Royal  George,  Mitre  Brothers, 
Dibden,  Brompton,  Original,  Clerkenwell,  Islington 
Brothers,  Clissold  Merry  Anglers,  Seymour  Brothers, 
Walthamstow  Good  Intent,  Houndsfield  Otters,  and 
'Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Lincoln  Angling  Society  ;  date  later. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Feb.  3  Mr.  A. 
Coulsen  and  Mr.  Farmer  had  roach.  Two  members 
whilst  reaching  with  gentles  caught  a  trout  each, 
which  of  course  were  returned.  Don't  forget  outing 
on  Feb.  17,  for  six  prizes,  to  take  place  from  Ware  lock 
to  Engine  House,  Ware.  We  have  a  smoking  concert 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  on  March  5,  when  I  hope  to  see  as 
many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient. 
I  can  promise  a  good  programme.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams 
will  open  our  box.— E.  J.  Hu^tT. 

County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association. — Two 
more  clubs,  the  Hyde  Onward  Angling  Society  and 
the  Dukinfleld  Friendly  Angling  Society,  have  been 
admitted  into  the  association,  and  the  applications  of 
others  are  being  considered.  Our  stocking  operations 
have  been  interfered  with  lately,  but  we  hope  to 
complete  same  before  the  close  season  commences. 
The  annual  dinner  on  the  29th  inst.  promises  to  be  a 
great  success,  and  if  any  clubs  do  not  require  all  the 
tickets  they  have  received  they  are  requested  to 
return  same  at  once,  as  the  applications  for  same  are 
numerous. — Tom  Driver. 

CovENT  Garden  Angling  Society,  King's  Arms, 
I  ong-acre,  W.C. — Mr.  John  Massey  had  a  good  tray 
of  roach,  some  of  them  over  lib.  in  weight.  Will 
members  kindly  attend  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  19,  to  clear 
books,  8.30  sharp. — W.  Massey. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  10  very  few  of 
the  members  out.  Mr.  A.  Lloyd  saving  a  blank  with 
some  nio:  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday,  a  very  poor 
attendance,  no  business  transacted.  I  trust  that  there 
will  be  a  better  show  next  Tuesday,  as  arrangements 
must  be  made  for  another  outing.  On  Tuesday, 
March  5,  Mr.  H.  Poore  has  promised  to  again  intro- 
duce his  phonograph,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — S.  Malby. 

DiBDiN  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town. — Our  last  match  of  the 
season  took  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Feb.  3  with  the 
following  result :  Mr.  Matthews,  61b.  of  roach,  heaviest 
fish  lib.  2oz.,  1st;  Mr.  Christmas,  roach,  2nd;  Mr. 
Adams,  ditto,  3rd ;  Robbins,  ditto,  4th.  Will  mem^ 
bers  attend  a  little  more  frequently,  and  oblige — 
E.  Coltman. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E. — On  Jan.  31  Messrs.  J.  Hattersley, 
A.  Butler,  and  -F.  Hockerday  weighed  in  jack,  the 
former  with  a  fish  of  6ilb.  taking  first  prize  in  the 
January  competition,  Mr.  Butler  being  second  with 
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one  of  12f  lb.  :Mr.  Montgomery  weighed  in  roacli  and 
jack  on  Feb.  10.— G.  F.  M. 

Earlsfield  Anglixg  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— We  are  fishing  the  Mole  at  Esher 
on  Feb.  17  for  the  challenge  cup  and  three  usual 
prizes :  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  the  iwizes  must 
be  taken.  Train  from  Earlsfield  8.31,  returning  from 
Ditton  7.14. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Fbiexdship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditch.  —  On  Feb.  11  we  held  a 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  which  was  a 
great  success.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  occupied  the  chair, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  in  the  vice-chair.  During  the  even- 
ing Mr.  Wade  produced  bis  lantern  views,  and  his 
description  of  the  various  places  met  with  great 
applause.  Our  spacious  room  was  crowded  with 
visitors  from  the  different  clubs.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  Crumpling  ("  Old  Izaak "),  Mr. 
O'Dowd,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  S.  Jlalby,  and  a 
host  of  others.  Amongst  the  artists  that  appeared 
were  Messrs.  Adelston,  Best,  G.  Frith,  Albert  Dent, 
George  Valler,  Fred  Kelsey,  Fred  Bennett,  Fred 
Domonby,  etc.  Mr.  S.  Malby  opened  the  A.B.S. 
bos,  £1  ios.  4d.  being  the  result.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Wade  and  the  artists  was  carried  unanimously. — 
I.  Levien.  \ 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union  Street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On 
Feb.  10  Mr.  Baily  and  Mr.  Verity  had  roach.  On  the 
12th  we  arranged  an  outing  for  March  3,  at  Filehurst. 
Usual  conditions. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  members  fished 
for  -  the  lapsed  prizes  on  Feb.  10,  and  got  them  all 
oS.  Our  twenty-ninth  annual  supper  will  take 
place  nest  Tuesday,  (Feb.  19.  Mi.  C.  S.  Fowler  will 
preside,  faced  by  Mr.  G.  Hunt.  The  caterer  will  be 
Mr.  Mignot  of  Hackney,  so  we  may  be  sure  of  plenty, 
and  that  everything  will  be  carried  out  in  first-class 
style. — R.  Murphy. 

"Haecocet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-road,  Marylebone. — For  the  first  time  for  some 
weeks  we  had  some  nice  roach  on  the  trays  on  Feb. 
10,  and  I  hope  things  will  improve  as  we  go  on.  I 
must  ask  the  members  to  make  a  point  of  coming  to 
the  Thursday  night  meeting,  as  there  is  some  business 
to  be  done  and  we  cannot  do  it  if  the  members  are  not 
present. — A.  E.  Payne. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Mr.  F.  Hawes  fishing  the 
Thames  at  Henley  on  the  2nd  inst.  had  several  jack, 
heaviest  5^1b.  Mr.  G.  Gaines,  also  from  the  Thames, 
had  jack,  heaviest  4ilb.  Messrs.  A.  Clayton  and  T. 
Johnson  had  a  small  take  of  roach  and  jack  from,  the 
Backwater.  Our  concert,  which  was  postponed,  has 
been  finally  arranged  for  the  27th  inst.,  when  we  hope 
to  have  a  good  muster. — A.  Clayton. 

HOUNSLOW   AND  ISLEWOBTH  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.  —  Our  pike 
competition  is  postponed  to  Feb.  23,  24  and  25,  on 
account  of  the  frost.  On  Wednesday  night  Mr.  Mark 
Gourlay  was  elected  a  member. — .7.  M  Brougham. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  The  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich. — The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  on 
Friday  evening,  when  a  good  number  of  members  put 
in  an  appearance.  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  was  in  the 
chair,  and  a  good  deal  of  business  was  transacted. 
After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  to  hold 
the  first  roach  match  of  the  season  on  Wednesday, 
March  6,  in  the  waters  of  the  Gi^jping  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  which  that  society  have  kindly 
ofiered  for  this  purpose.  Several  new  members  have 
been  enrolled,  and  fresh  nominations  handed  in. 
Sport  has  not  been  very  grand  lately.  A  few  pike 
have  been  weighed  in,  but  none  esceed  61b.  Salt 
water  fishing  has  been  poor  all  the  winter,  and  for 
several  weeks  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill.  It  is 
hoped  to  arrange  a  few  angling  escm'sions  for  coarse 
fish  during  the  short  time  left  before  the  close  season. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society-,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brrmswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — Three 
special  prizes  were  completed  for  on  Feb.  10,  only  one 
was  taken,  the  remaining  two  will  be  competed  for  on 
Feb.  24.  The  three  "  specials  "  offered  for  competition 
on  Wednesday  were  taken,  thej'  will  be  fished  for 
again  on  the  27th  with  same  conditions,  namely, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
water ;  private  waters  barred.  On  Wednesday  next 
the  members  will  have  a  tripe  supper  :  those  who 
intend  being  present,  please  send  in  their  names  not 
later  than  Feb.  17.— H.  B. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kynaston  Road,  Stoke  Newington. — This  society  held 
a  smoking  concert  on  Feb.  11,  which  was  supported 
not  only  by  the  members  of  the  club  and  their  friends, 
but  a  large  number  of  the  influential  residents  of  the 
neighbourhood,  who  received  invitations  to  attend. 
The  company  present  numbered  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
The  president  of  the  club,  Mr.  C.  Mansfield,  took  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Smith.  A  long  and  varied 
programme  was  got  through,  which  was  very  creditable 
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to  the  performers,  and  during  the  evening  the  toasts 
of  the  chairman  and  prosperity  to  the  club  were 
given. — J.  A.  Halford. 

-LiMEHOUSE  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — On  the  Gth  inst.  Mr.  J.  Powles 
West  read  us  a  paper  on  "Chub  Fishing."  The  dis- 
cussion and  questions  asked  after  the  reading  proved 
how  very  interesting  the  paper  was.  The  lecturer 
strongly  advised  us  to  learn  fly-fishing,  and  entertained 
us  with  some  very  graphic  experiences.  Our  best 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Powles  West,  also  to  Mr. 
Woodruff,  for  explaining  the  various  works  that  the 
Angling  Association  are  carrying  out.  We  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  any  anglers  at  our  ball  on  the  28th  inst. 
— R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Feb.  10  only  one  member 
weighed  fish — Mr.  Evens,  roach,  31b.  6oz.  Mr.  H. 
Usher  has  been  made  a  working  member.  Our  return 
visit  on  the  Central  District  Visiting  List  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  March  4. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool. — Although 
no  meeting  has  taken  place  this  week,  the  members 
are  showing  their  usual  activity  in  the  interests  of  the 
association.  Some  are  engaged  in  the  formulating  of 
rules,  which  will  be  submitted  for  approval  before  a 
special  general  meeting  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 
whilst  others  have  been  surveying  likely  private  waters, 
from  which  we  anticipate  considerable  sport,  and  the 
report  of  the  sub-committee  is  looked  forward  to  with 
great  interest.  We  have  become  affiliated  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association,  and  members  may  expect 
to  receive  their  travelling  cards  prior  to  next  meeting. 
— "  March  Brown." 

Liverpool  Central  Anglers'  Association,  the 
Derby,  86,  West  Derby  Road. — At  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  a  large  muster  of  members  turned 
up,  and  the  first  match  of  the  season  was  arranged  to 
take  place  at  Bangor-on-Dee  on  Thursday,  March  7, 
and  on  the  following  Thursday  the  first  of  the  twelve 
fixture  matches  takes  place.  Four  new  members  were 
elected,  bringing  the  association  up  to  120  strong. 
The  following  were  the  prize-winners  of  last  j'ear's 
annual  specimen  fish,  the  presentation  of  which  was 
left  over  from  the  annual  dinner  owing  to  lack  of 
time:  Trout,  21b.  GJoz.,  T.  White;  dace  (and 
special),  lloz.  9dr.,  F.  Strettell ;  roach,  or  rudd, 
lib.  9oz.  7dr.,  T.  White;  chub,  lib.  14oz.  12dr.,  W. 
Watkin ;  perch,  lib.  8Joz.,  J.  Edwards;  bream  (and 
special),  31b.  2ioz.,  W.  Watkin;  tench,  lib.  ISJoz.,  T. 
McHugh ;  gudgeon,  Ifoz.,  J.  Chetw}Tid;  pike  and 
special  by  Mr.  H.  Wliitty,  61b.,  \Y.  Fergusson.  J. 
Wishart,  jun.,  and  T.  McHugh  won  the  specimen 
prizes  offered  for  roach  and  gudgeon  in  the  Junior 
Competition. — S.  Boulter. 

Nobth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Feb.  10  we 
had  another  very  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  E.  Lamb 
taking  the  eighth  prize  with  a  very  nice  show  of  roach, 
and  the  following  members  weighed  in  fish  out  of 
match.  Messrs.  W.  Moore,  nice  show  of  roach ;  J. 
Eaton,  nice  show  of  dace  from  River  Thames ;  H. 
Collins,  jack  ;  and  S.  Polykett,  bream  and  dace. — 
G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  Feb.  17  the 
members  fish  for  four  prizes,  ro-sing  any  waters,  one 
rod  only  to  be  used,  not  to  leave  till  morning  of  match. 
Will  members  kindly  show  up  early  on  next  meeting 
night,  so  as  to  attend  the  concert  at  the  Islington 
Brothers. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandee  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  last  outing  re- 
sulted in  a  very  good  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Coates  first 
with  81b.  4|oz.  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  W.  S.  Cart- 
wright  second,  61b.  IJ  oz.  dace  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Cartwright 
third,  olb.  15^3z.  dace.  The  other  members  having 
fish  were  Mr.  W.  E.  Nayler,  51b.  3Joz.  roach, 
dace  and  bream ;  Mr.  Williams,  21b.  8oz.  dace : 
Mr.  A.  W.  Nayler,  21b.  loz.  dace;  Mr.  C. 
Dold,  lib.  5oz.  dace ;  and  Mr.  T.  Addison,  5Joz. 
perch.  Mr.  T.  Goodman  has  bidden  farewell  to  the 
club  for  some  time  to  come,  having  joined  Baden- 
Powell's  Mormted  Police.  His  name  will  still  remain 
on  the  books  and  his  subscriptions  kex^t  up.  On  Tuesdaj- 
next  we  have  om'  concert,  when  the  Tliames  Angling 
Preservation  Society's  box  will  be  opened.  Anglers 
are  invited ;  their  privilege  ticket  will  admit  them. 
The  committee  meet  on  Friday  at  10.30  p.m.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Nayler  has  been  elected  as  committee  man  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Harling,  resigned. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
outing  to  Maldon  resulted  in  a  blank.  J.  Nagle 
weighed  in  a  41b.  12oz.  jack.  Our  thirty-third 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  Monday,  Feb.  18,  at  8.30 
for  9.0  p.m.  We  go  out  on  the  17th.  Forty-guinea 
water ;  get  out  at  Broxbourue ;  roaming,  and  show 
fish  at  the  New  Inn,  at  6.30  p.m. — George. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  the  10th  inst.  the  following 
weighed  in :  J.  Taylor,  W.  Payne,  F.  Cook,  and  H. 
Faucett.    I  should  like  to  see  a  few  members  tm-n  up 
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on  Tuesday  next,  say  a  little  before  ten  not  eleven,  to 
get  through  a  little  business. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Batcman-street,  Soho. — Our  central  visit  was  a  success. 
Mr.  H.  Holden  was  an  able  chairman.  Quite  an  array 
of  talent  was  present,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Galvin. 
Thirty  clubs  responded  to  the  roll-call.  5lr.  W.  Saun- 
ders was  the  pianist.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  secretary  and  Mr.  Haysom  brought  a  very  ex- 
cellent evening  to  a  close.  On  Fob.  10  Mr.  Longland 
weighed  in  jack  and  perch,  Mr.  Trotter  dace,  and 
Mr.  Pope  roach. — J.  Gibp.ons. 

St.  Aldan's  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Princo's- 
road,  Kennington  Cross.  —  We  fished  our  February 
series  of  prizes  at  Windsor  on  the  10th,  when  the 
following  were  successful :  Mr.  A.  Brent,  first,  dace ; 
E.  Beale,  second,  roach;  W.  E.  Page,  third,  roach;  G. 
Brent,  dace;  ilr.  H.  Allan  also  weighed  in  bream  from 
other  waters.  I  wish  to  remind  anglers  that  next 
Tuesday,  Feb.  19,  will  be  our  visit  on  the  South  London 
Visiting  List.  All  are  cordially  invited,  and  a  good 
programme  is  provided. — J.  T.  Leighton. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  Li.st. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  Feb.  19,  to  the  St.  Alban's  Angling  Society, 
Sun,  Prince's-road,  Kennington-cross.  I  hope  they 
will  have  a  good  muster. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,'  Beehive,  RhodesweU- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Mr.  R.  Tructt  weighed  in  two 
jack  on  Feb.  10.  These  were  the  only  fish  weighed  in, 
although  a  good  number  of  our  members  were  out. 
Our  next  return  visit  will  be  held  on  Mondav, 
March  4.— W.  Bt. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — The  last  match  of  the  season 
has  been  altered  from  Pulboro'  to  Windsor,  particulars 
of  which  will  appear  next  week,  the  date  (24th),  being 
still  adhered  to.  Two  cases  of  Wcy  bream  were 
brought  to  the  club-house  on  Tuesday,  and  they  reflect 
great  credit  for  the  way  in  which  the}'  have  been  set 
up.  Messrs.  Wright  and  Jenkins  weighed  in  on' 
Feb.  10  vrith  a  few  roach  and  perch. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Ajsgling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-street,  Stratford,  E. — Our  return  match  with 
the  Canning  Town  took  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
Feb.  10.  Sport  was  again  very  bad,  only  three  mem- 
bers had  fish.  Mr.  Sandiland  had  a  nice  specimen 
bream,  41b.  7oz.  Result  of  match  :  Stratford  Angling 
Society,  61b.  9Joz.  ;  Canning  Town  .\ngling  Society, 
21b.  8oz.  Menibers  please  attend  next  Wednesday,  as 
there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  do. — G.  A.'  Payne. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society-,  Two  Sawyers,- 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  very  well-attended  meeting 
on  W^ednesday.  The  result  of  competition  held  on 
Feb.  10  was First  prize,  presented  by  Dr.  Clark 
(president),  was  won  by  Mr.  Carter ;  second  prize, 
presented  by  !Mr.  Barrow,  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  Simonds  ; 
third  prize,"  presented  by  Mr.  Carter,  was  won  by  Mr. 
Osborne.  About  401b.  of  fish  was  presented  to  the 
Boys'  Home,  Fortescue  House.  Another  competition 
will  be  held  on  March  3 :  same  conditions. — 
G.  Barrow. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Feb.  10 
Messrs.  Austin  and  Clarke  weighed  in  roach,  thus 
leaving  two  prizes  to  be  fished  for. — J.  H.  B. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  prize  outing 
at  King's  Langley  turned  out  a  blank,  so  we  have 
decided  to  try  a  little  higher  up.  Boxmoor  is  settled 
for  Feb.  17.  Members  can  alight  and  work  up  to 
Boxmoor  if  they  choose,  but  must  return  from 
Boxmoor.  .4ny  member  requiring  a  lift  must  ba  at 
Vauxhall  at  8  a.m. ;  he  will  find  our  McPapworth 
ready  with  his  wagonette.  Train  leaves  Euston  at 
9  o'clock  a.m. — West. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members 
were  out  on  Feb.  10  in  the  jack  match,  but  only  two 
more  prizes  were  taken:  Mr.  Homer,  second;  Mr. 
Seal,  third.  There  is  one  more  prize  to  be  fished  for 
at  the  same  place  on  Feb.  17:  Mr.  Poole  weighed  in 
two  jack,  and  Mr.  A.  Kettuues  a  wery  nice  perch,  Mr. 
Pethurst  roach.  IMonthly  meeting  next  Wednesday, 
Feb.  20. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  club  match  is  fixed  for  Feb.  21 
and  Feb.  24.  Open  roving  competition,  bank  or  punt, 
for  six  prizes;  also  for  the  winch  presented  by  Mr. 
Glass  for  the  best  roach  taken  on  either  day.  Members 
not  to  start  fishing  before  nine  o'clock.  Thursday 
members  must  give  the  usual  notice  at  the  club 
house. — J.  J.  Hunter. 


AXG  LEES'  BENEYOLENT  SOCIETY. 


Lea  Competition. 
On  Fridav,  Feb.  8,  the  committee  again  met,  when 
Messrs.  C"  Watling  and  J.  A.  Fitch  were  added  to  the 
committee,  which  comprises  the  whole  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  Committee.  It  was  decided  that 
the  competition  takes  place  at  St.  Margaret's,  on 
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March  24,  in  the  Loa.  Further  particulars  next 
weelj.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  I 
have  got  a  great  number  of  valuable  prizes,  thirty-six 
up  to  date,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  mil  be  largely 
increased  before  the  day  of  competition.  Any  gentle- 
man willing  to  assist  in  the  good  cause  will  nieet  with 
a  hearty  welcome"  on  Friday  evening  next,  Feb.  22, 
at  9.30,  at  Club  Union  Buildings,  next  to  Holborn 
Town  Hall.  Posters  and  tickets  are  now  ready. 
'J,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N.  S.  Malby. 


jingling  ^ivfurcs. 

February  17. 

Battersca  Friendly :  Match. 
Blenheim  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 
Camden  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Carlton  :  Match  at  Staines. 
Clapham  J  unction  :  Outing  to  Reading. 
Clissold  :  Outing. 
Cobden  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Peckham  Brothers  :  Prize  Outing. 
Waggoners :  Match. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 

Original  Alexander  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

Earlsfield  :  Challenge  Cup  Outing. 

North  Loudon  :  Roving  Match. 

Batt :  Friendly  Match. 

West  Ham  :  Lapsed  Prize  Outing. 
February  18. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  Meeting. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

Islington  Brothers :  Re-stocking  Concert. 

Original  .Alexandra  :  Supper. 
February  19. 

Camden :  Visit. 

Good  Intent :  Annual  Supper. 

Oglander  :  Concert. 

St.  Albans :  Visit. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 
February  20. 

B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Dr.  Patterson. 
February  21. 

Walton  and  Cotton :  Annual  Dinner. 

West  London  :  Roving  competion. 
February  22. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  Meeting. 
February  23. 

Hounslow,  Feb.  2.3,  2i,  25 :  Pike  Competition. 


Feb.  24. — Amicable  Waltonian. 

,,    24. — Burlington:  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
,,    24. — Cambridge  Friendly :  Match  at  Windsor. 
,,    24. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
„    24. — Lincoln  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
,,    24. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
,,    24. — West  London  :  Rowing  Competition. 
,,    24. — Stockwell :  Match  at  Windsor. 
,,    24. — Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Staines. 
,,    24. — Bermondsey  Brothers  ;  Prose  outing. 
,,    25. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 
„    27:— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 
,,    27. — Holloway  :  Concert. 
„    27. — W^alham  Green:  A.B.S.  Concert. 
,,    28. — Limehouse  :  Ball. 
March  3. — Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Tilehurst. 

,,      3. — Col)den  :  Match  at  ]\Iarlow. 

,,      3. — Twickenham  :  Competition. 

,,      4. — Stepney  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,       4. — Lincoln  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,      6. — Clissold  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

,,     12. — Gresham  :  Annual  Dinner. 

,,     24. — A.B.S. :  Lee  Competition. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Feb,  11  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff.  Mr.  F.  P. 
Adey  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  attendance  of 
members  was  rather  a  disappointing  one,  many  pro- 
minent ones  being  absent.  The  balance-sheet  presented 
by  the  hqn.  treasurer,  Mr.  Richard  Harris,  showed 
a  balance  of  ±10  15s.  8d.  in  hand.  The  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  -resulted  in  the  re-election 
of  Dr.  Taylor  as  president,  and,  as  vice-presidents, 
Messrs.  Carr,  David  Duncan,  Alderman  E.  Blavan, 
John  Mander,  Col.  Gaskell,  Councillor  Gerhold,  and 
Alderman  David  Jones.  Mr.  Richard  Harris  was 
re-elected  hon.  treasurer,  and — Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows 
having  notified  his  intention  of  resigning  the  office  of 
Joint  hon.  secretary— ]\Ir.  Ernest  Webster  was  elected 
as  hon.  secretary  alone.  The  hon.  auditor,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Williams,  was  also  re-elected,  and  the  following  were 
chosen  as  committee:  Messrs.  C.  G.  Easten,  J.  T. 
Vaughan,  R.  J.  Watkins,  W.  H.  Treatt,  F.  Handleyj 
J.  Johnson,  F.  P.  Adey,  W.  H.  Evans,  M.  Gray,  F.' 
Forstcr,  R.  ,S.  Scudamore,  and  Thos.  Moore,    It  was 


resolved  that  the  members'  annual  subscription 
remain  at  5s.  for  the  present  year.  The  meeting 
decided  to  hold  a  fly  and  bait  casting  competition 
during  the  year,  and  it  was  also  resolved  to  recom- 
mend to  the  committee  that  an  angling  tournament 
should  be  considered.  Two  new  members  were  pro- 
posed for  election  at  the  conclusion.  The  chairman 
moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  due  to  the 
hon.  treasurer,  hon.  secretary,  and  hon.  auditor  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties,  a 
motion  which  met  with  a  ready  response  from  the 
members  present.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  the  chairman  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 
— Ernest  Webstee,  hon.  sec. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
was  held  at  York  on  Monday  last.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members.  The  Hon.  Cecil  Dmicombe 
was  re-elected  chairman,  Colonel  Haworth-Booth 
vice-chairman,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Jones  secretary. 
From  the  report,  which  was  satisfactory,  it  appears 
that  more  breeding  salmon  had  gone  up  the  Yore  than 
had  been  the  case  for  several  years  past,  and  that  six 
out  of  the  eight  licencees  had  caught  fish  with  rod  and 
line. 

The  report  again  shows  an  increase  in  the  sale  of 
trout  licences.  Although  trout  fishing  has  varied,  the 
year  1900  cannot  be  considered  a  good  one  on  the 
whole,  and  there  are  some  cases  where  the  sport  has 
been  poor. 

The  number  of  roe  licences  sold  was  11,225,  as 
against  10,876  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  grants  were  made  of  two-year-old 
trout — namely  : — 

Name  of  club,  and  river  and  iJlaoe  where 

turned  in.  Qriantity. 

Keighley  Angling  Club,  River  Aire,  Keighley   220 

Bradford  Waltonians,  Chilker  Reservoir    220 

Bradford    City  Angling    Association,  Deeming 

Reservoir,  Oxenhope    220 

York  Angling  Association,  Beilby  Beck,  p'ock- 

lington    220 

Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society,  River  Hull,  at 

Grove  Hill    220 

Ilkley  Angling  Club,  River  Wharfe,  above  Il'kiey 

Bndge    220 

Halifax  Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Tay 

Loch,  Elland    220 

Driffield    Anglers     Club,    Rearing  Tank,  "  near 

Driffield   220 

Further  expense  was  entailed  to  the  extent  of 
£50  Gs.  6d.  in  making  the  fish  pass  at  Boroughbridge 
secure,  but  it  is  hoped  nothing  more  will  have  to  be 
done  at  this  structure  for  some  years. 

Tbout  Pishees. 
Captain  Key  said  that  he  sincerely  congratulated 
the  board  on  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  but  when  he 
came  to  look  at  the  figures  he  saw  that  on  their  salmon- 
fishing  working  they  had  a  loss  of  £1565,  and  on  the 
trout  fishing  there  had  been  a  profit  of  £1341,  thus  still 
leaving  a  debt  of  £24.  If  he  was  in  order  he  would 
like  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  trout  fishermen 
for  pulling  them  out  of  a  very  difficult  hole.  He 
thought  that  the  trout  fishermen  should  have  more 
done  for  them  for  what  they  had  done.  This  year  the 
salmon  fishery  was  worked  at  £78,  and  they  were 
calling  on  the  trout  fishermen  to  pay  the  debt.  It 
was  not  fair  to  ask  them  to  do  so.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  money  made  by  the  sport  should  be  spent 
upon  it.  They  were  entitled  to  more  than  they  received, 
either  in  watching  the  river  or  in  giving  them  more 
trout. 

Colonel  Haworth-Booth  said  that  he  did  not  think 
that  the  trout  fishermen  objected  to  pay  the  shilling  for 
the  licence.  There  had  been  349  more  licences  taken 
out  during  the  past  year  than  there  were  the  year 
before.  There  were  10,786  trout  fishers  who  did  not 
object  to  pay  for  trout  licences,  for  if  they  objected 
they  would  not  take  them. 

Captain  Key  said,  to  put  it  in  a  plain  way.  Would 
they  like  to  pay  for  some  sport,  and  have  the  money 
taken  for  some  other  purposes  ?  Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  were  different  things.  Salmon  were  caught 
by  nets  for  a  commercial  purpose,  and  trout  were 
principally  taken  by  rod  and  line  for  sport. 

The  chairman  said  that  they  must  all  sympathise 
with  _  Captain  Key's  words,  but  they  were  not  in 'a 
position  to  alter  it.  The  two  sources  of  income  had 
to  be  pooled,  and  the  expenses  met  out  of  them.  This 
year  they  might  have  been  able  to  do  more  for  the 
trout  fishermen  than  they  had  done  before. 

Admiral  Walker  said  that  the  salmon  fishery  was 
now  under  a  cloud,  but  in  a  few  years  it  might  pay  its 
own  expenses. 

Mr.  3.  E.  Jones  said,  with  regard  to  the  division  of 
accounts,  he  had  more  than  once  communicated  with 
the  Fishery  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
he  had!  been  told  that  the  money  received  for  trout 
licences  could  not  be  kept  a?  (i  separate  account. 


They  had  the  organisation  of  the  board  to  keep  up, 
and  the  watching.  If  they  referred  to  the  list  of 
convictions,  they  would  find  that  they  had  more  pro- 
secutions in  Yorkshire  for  trout  than  in  any  other 
salmon  fishery  in  the  United  Kingdom.  When  they 
could  afford  it  they  practically  gave  to  every  club 
which  asked  them  for  trout.  Last  November  the 
angling  associations  had  trout  given  to  them.  He  had 
now  four  more  applications,  and  he  was  proposing  to 
recommend  the  board  to  let  them  have  what  they 
asked  for.  He  thought  that  in  the  future  the  salmon 
expenses  would  be  kept  down  by  the  salmon  receipts. 
He  did  not  say  that  would  happen  next-  year,  or  the 
year  after.  In  faii'ness  to  the  board,  he  thought  they 
were  doing  what  they  really  could  with  regard  to  the 
trout  fishers. 

Colonel  Haworth-Booth  said  that  in  nearly  all  other 
fishery  districts  trout  licences  were  2s.  6d.  each  instead 
of  Is. 

On  the  motion  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Colonel 
Haworth-Booth,  the  committee  were  reappointed. 

Grants  of  trout  were  made  to  the  Leeds  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Anglers,  the  Eipon  Angling  Club 
the .  Huddersfield  Angling  Club,  and  the  Black  Ox 
Angling  Club. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Jones  said  that  he  had  in  contemplation 
the  appointment  of  another  water-bailiff  to  look  after 
troit-  •  John  E.  Fuller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


lea.— Roach  have  been  right  off  their  feed  on 
account  of  the  snow  water  in  the  river,  but  some  pike, 
perch,  and  chub  have  been  caught.  No  notable 
specimens  are,  however,  reported.  A  number  of  trout  ' 
have  been  landed  and  returned  lately  by  roach  and  ■ 
pike  anglers  out  in  the  upper  reaches.  Two  were 
caught  at  St.  Margaret's,  two  at  Hertford,  and  one  at 
Ware.  A  fine  trout  has  been  seen  feeding  at  Hoddesdon. 
Owing  to  the  snow  water  still  present  in  the  Lea  and 
its  tributaries,  week-end  prospects  are  by  no  means 
bright. — IzAAK  Walton. 


SOME  DARTMOOR  ANGLING 
SUPERSTITIONS. 


In  no  part  of  England  is  superstition  so  rife  as  in  " 
the  west  of  England,  and  especially  so  on  that  tract  of 
barren  land  only  well  known  of  recent  years  as  Dart- 
moor. My  earliest  angling  recollections  date  from 
there,  and  during  some  ten  or  twelve  years  spent  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Dart  I  was  the  hearer  of  more  than 
one  curious  and  amusing  superstition.  My  biggest 
catch  was  made  on  an  Easter  Sunday,  consisting  of 
56  trout,  the  largest  IJlb.  and  three  of  lib.  each,  besides 
several  of  Jib. — a  phenomenal  catch  for  the  Upper  Dart. 
But  arrived  home  and  wishing  to  have  some  of  them 
cooked,  our  old  moorland  cook  at  first  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them,  deeming  them  "  devil's 
fish,"  or  rather  "  vishe  "  as  she  pronounced  it.  It  was 
her  brother-in-law,  our  carpenter,  who,  when  the  farm 
hands  were  given  a  day  at  the  rabbits,  refused  to  shoot 
at  a  black  rabbit,  saying,  "  It  bean't  no  use,  'ers  the 
devil  I  "  This,  however,  by  the  way.  Another  super- 
stition is  that  if  one  picks  a  piece  of  broom  while 
fishing,  that  one  will  assuredly  be  drowned  before  the 
day  is  out,  and  I  remember  well  as  a  small  boy  being 
out  worming  when  the  river  was  in  flood,  with  a  farm 
lad,  being  about  to  pick  a  piece,  when  he  shouted,  with 
a  most  scared  look  on  his  face,  "Don'ee,  sur  I  don'ee  du 
it  I  "  and  afterwards  held  fort^i  to  me  on  the  pleasure 
of  carrying  my  dripping  body  back  to  my  sorrowing 
parents.  What  a  shock  that  young  man  would  have 
if  he  were  dropped  down  on  Donside  at  the  Forbes 
gathering  and  saw  each  Highlander  with  a  spray  of 
broom  in  his  bonnet,  this  being  the  Fprbes's  clan 
•emblem  !  It  is  quite  general  for  the  moormon,  when 
doing  a  quiet  poach  when  the  streams  are  in  flood, 
to  spit  on  their  first  worm  for  luck,  just  as  we  see 
London  crossing-sweepers  do  to  their  first-earned 
penny.  It  is  also  thouglit  unlucky  to  look  into  the 
water  before  making  a  first  cast,  but  this,  no  doubt, 
explains  itself  in  the  fact  that  if  one  goes  to  the  bank 
on  first  arriving  at  a  fishing  spot  one  often  sees  a  fish 
or  two  scuttle  away,  and,  no  doubt,  disturbing  others. 
B}'  far  tlie  most  curious,  and  at  the  same  time  ridi- 
culous, superstition  is  that  if  one  is  fishing,  and  after 
some  time  catches  nothing,  some  one  in  wishing  you  ill, 
and  the  only  way  to  counteract  the  "  ill-wishing  "  is  to 
kneel,  or  sit  on  your  knees  as  they  say  on  Dartmoor, 
and  bite  off  the  top  of  a  young  bracken  fern.  The  fish 
will  then  be  found  to  bite  with  most  peculiar  and 
surprising  avidity.  Rook. 


Teout,  to  Fry. — Wash  the  fish,  but  do  not  let  them 
remain  in  water,  cutting  off  the  heads,  etc.,  and  slitting 
the  small  fish  up  the  belly,  and  the  large  ones  up  the 
back.  Wipe  dry  and  sprinkle  with  oatmeal  and  a  little 
pepper  and  salt.  Place  a  little  butter  or  lard  in  the' 
pan,  and  when  it  is  hot  put  in  the  fish.  Fry  slowly, 
and  do  not  let  the  fire  be  too  hot. 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting-  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

During  February,  1901. 


are  disposing  of  tiieir  ''1900"  STOCK,  MODEL,  and  SPORTING  GARMENTS, 
under  the  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION. 


Usual 

Burberry  Shooting  i'''ce.  Now. 

Coats  .  .  .  63/-  31/6&42/' 
Knicker  Breeches.  42/-  21/- 
Kidmg  Breeches  .  52/6  26/3 
KiltCocats.  .  .  63/-  21/- 
"  Yeoman  "  Over- 
coats .  .  .  63/-  21/- 
Slip-ons    .    .     .  63/-  48/- 


RAINPROOFED  TWEEDS. 

I'sual 

Burberry  Shooting   i"'''^*-'-  Now. 

Coats  .  .  .  63/-  31/6&42/- 
Knicker  Breeches. 


42/-  21/- 

Riding  Breeches  .    63/-  31/6 
Weather-alls  .    .    63/-  42/- 
Ulsters     .     .     .  126/-  63/- 
MADE-TO-ORDER  GARMENTS  from  certain  Tweeds  and  Homespuns  (patterns  of 


which  will  be  sent)  are  subject  to  a  special  discount, 
viz.  : — 15  per  cent,  for  cash  during  February, 


THE  WEATHER-ALL 


30  &  31,  Ha.ym.£i.r*ket,  ILtoncloxi, 

BURBERRYS 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

TEST  AT  WHITCHURCH. 


Vacancy  for  One  Rod  on  short 
but  very  productive  stretch 
of  water. 


References  to  Subsceibebs. 

A.  M.  A.,  c/o  J.  H.  TOPPEN,  Esq. 
48,  Bedford  Row,  London. 


TAYLOR, 
214-216,  Deane  Road, 
BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  Repairer  of  Drag,  Trammel, 
and  Barrel  Nets.     All  work  guaran- 
teed hand  made,  and  the  best  materials 
used. 

AN¥  SORT  OR  SIZE  OF  NETS  MA  D E. 

BLUE  DUN  HACKLES  FOR 

FLY  TYING. 

A  number  of  splendid  necks  of  blue  dun 
cocks  and  hens,  surplus  stock,  bred  by 
advertiser,  various  shades.  Cocks,  3s.  to 
5s. ;  hens,  2s.  to  3s.  ;  sample  feathers  on 
approval.  Also  several  first-class  second- 
hand salmon  rods,  half  price,  in  perfect 
order  except  where  otherwise  stated. 
Full  particulars  on  application.  Approval 
on  deposit  and  carriage  paid. 
Address,  GLANRHOS,  RHAYADER,  WALES. 


MALCOM 


CO. 


INVENTOKS  OF  THE 

Tanned  Angola  Waders. 

(ACTUAL  MAKERS.) 


WADERS  TESTED  &  REPAIRED 

ConiLlbixi£i,tiion  Boots, 

K.  B.  IIARSTON,  E.9y.,  in  Fishing  Gazette  says  :  "  Malcom's  material 
and  workmanship  are  unsurpassed." 


3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE.) 


LIVE  F'SH_FOR_STOCKING. 

Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace, 
Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORD, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 

N.B. -SPECIAL    lines    IN    GRAYLING,  RAINBOWS, 

AND  CARP. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH-WEDNESDAY  EVENING, 

20th    FEBRUARY,  1901, 

At  Eight  o'clock. 

H.  W.  PARKER'S 


AND 

BEETHOVEN'S 

NINTH  (CHORAL)  SYMPHONY 

Madame  SOBRINO. 
Mdlle.  GEULiA  RAVOGLI 
Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN, 
Mr.    ANDREW  BLACK. 

Band  and  Chorus  One  Thousand 

ORGANIST  -  MR.  H.  L  BALFOUR. 

CoDdQctor,  Sir  Frederick  Bridge. 

Doors  Open  at  7 ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 

Stalls,  7s.  6d. 
Arena,  6s.      Boxes,  £1  lis.  Gd.  to  £.3  3s. 

Balcony  I  ^^.^^^'^^^'^  ,  ("^"^^  I  '°  tl' 

■'  \  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s. 

GALLERY  (Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING. 

Tickets  at  tlie  Royal  Albert  Hall 
and  usual  Agents. 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 

—not  cold;  but  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds ;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 


(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

38  PAGES   OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTTTEES. 
Price  3d.;  by  post,  3id. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompa  nied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Be  oks  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dres.s. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  m  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 
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^offings  bg  il)c  ^a^. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  ]  of,  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  18, 
at  eight  o'clock,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  F.C, 


Among  the  many  privileges  which  a  Queen  of 
England  enjoys  is  the  right  to  one  half  of  every 
whale  captured  within  British  dominions  (which 
include  three  miles  of  sea  around  all  the  coast).  This 
is  a  very  ancient  custom,  and  it  is  the  tail  end  which 
the  Queen  may  claim,  for  that  is  the  part  where  most 
of  the  whalebone  lies.  When  whalebone  was  very 
expensive,  and  there  were  no  artificial  substitutes  to 
make  hoops  and  crinolines  of,  this  was  a  valuable 
prerogative ;  but  it  is  scarcely  likely  to  be  put  in  force 
during  the  present  reign  to  the  detriment  of  the 
holders  of  the  penny  show,  which  is  the  usual  fate  of 
a  whale  captured  in  the  Thames  now.  It  is  not  at  all 
likely  that  our  good  Queen  will  "  blubber." 


The  twenty-ninth  annual  dinner  of  that  old-esta- 
blished and  flourishing  club,  the  Good  Intent,  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Feb.  19,  at  the  Crown 
Inn,  Chiu'ch-street,  Shoreditch.  Mr.  C.  S.  Fowler 
has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  G. 
Hunt  the  vice.  The  dinner  will  be  supplied  by  that 
enterprising  restaurateur,  Mr.  Mignot.  The  veteran 
secretary,  Richard  Mm-phy,  says  he  shall  expect  to 
see  me  on  the  auspicious  occasion,  and  I  said  I  would 
"try." 


"Pbo  Bono  Publico,"  writing  ;in  the  Edinburgh 
Evening  News,  says  that  Scotland  and  Turkey  can 
both  boast  of  the  distinction  of  being  without  a  close 
time  for  trout. 


His  Wondehfcl  Papa. 
Papa  went  a-fishing 

With  his  pockets  full  of  bait ; 
He  went  all  by  his  lonesome. 

And  the  luck  he  had  was  great. 

He  came  home,  bringing  with  him 
A  string  of  fish  that  weighed 

Just  twenty  pounds,  he  told  us, 
And  a  lovely  meal  they  made. 

Papa  went  a  fishing 

Upon  another  day. 
And  mamma  she  went  with  him — 

He  couldn't  say  her  nay. 

They  came  a  trudging  homeward 

All  tired  out  at  night. 
And  mamma  told  us  papa 

Had  never  had  a  bite.  \ 

My  papa's  broken  records 

Of  nearly  every  kind — 
A  greater  man  than  he  is 

It  would  be  hard  to  find.  , 

He's  always  doing  wonders, 

But  here's  what  bothers  me : 
He  never  seems  to  do  them 

When  folks  are  there  to  see. 

Cliicago  Times-Herald. 


Not  many  persons  know  what  a  spoonbill  is,  says 
American  F.  G. ;  but  all  those  who  do  know  that 
every  spring  this  fish  is  the  especial  prey  of  Shipping- 
port  fishermen,  who  catch  them  in  great  numbers 
below  the  falls.  The  spoonbill  is  probably  the  largest 
fish  that  swims  the  Ohio  River.  He  is  anywhere  from 
a  foot  long  to  six  feet,  but  also  half  |of  him  is  bill. 
The  bill  is  spoonshaped,  but  is  a  single  one.  The 
lower  lip  is  short,  the  bill  being  used  much  like  a 
spade.  The  spoonbill  has  no  scales,  but  is  covered 
with  a  tough  hide.  Altogether  he  is  an  uncanny 
object,  and  far  from  a  delicacy  in  appearance.  He  is 
also  called  by  some  the  "shovel-nose  cat."  Every 
spring  spoonbills  in  schools  visit  the  falls  of  the  Ohio. 
It  is  a  tradition  that  they  come  all  the  way  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  every  spring  to  spawn  at  the  falls,  but 
more  credit  is  given  the  theory  that  they  live  scattered 
in  the  river  right  along,  and  only  congregate  in  the 
spawning  season. 


It  has  long  been  known  says  Good  Words,  that  the 
blood  of  eels  contains  a  highly  poisonous  principle.  A 
dog  inoculated  with  a  dozen  drops  of  eel's  blood  died 
in  ten  minutes.  The  discovery  was  made  about  ten 
years  ago  by  two  Italian  brothers  named  Itfosso.  The 
poison  is  readily  destroyed  by  heat  and  by  mere  lapse 
of  time,  wherein  it  diSers  from  a  snake  poison,  which 
long  retains  its  virulence.  Moreover,  eel  serum  is 
harmless  when  taken  vnth  food ;  it  invariably 
succumbs  ito  the  processes  of  digestion.  If  serum  be 
tiken  from  an  animal  that  has  been  rendered  immune 
tD  snake  poison  and  injected  under  the  skin  of  an  eel, 
the  property  of  the  eel's  blood  is  thereby  impaired, 


Serum  taken  fi'om  an  eel  is  naturally  about  three 
times  as  poisonous  as  the  serum  of  the  most  vicious 
viper.  Although  diluted  eel  serum  may  protect  an 
animal  from  so  deadly  a  poison  as  viper  venom,  the 
converse  does  not  hold  good ;  the  scrum  of  vipers  is  no 
protection  against  the  poison  of  eels'  serum.  Serum 
obtained  liofla  animals  gradually  trained  up  to  with- 
stand fatal  doses  of  serpent  venom  differs  from  ordi- 
nary serum  in  the  astounding  rapidity  of  its  action. 
Not  only  its  protective  but  also  its  undoubted 
curative  power  has  been  established. 


Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Cannel  some  im- 
portant business  connected  with  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  was  transacted  at  headquarters,  the 
Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lanc,  on  Saturday  evening  last.  It 
has  been  arranged  to  hold  a  "Champion"  concert  in 
March,  further  particulars  of  which  will  be '  duly 
annoimced.    An  excellent  concert  followed. 


On  Wednesday  evening  nest,  Feb.  20,  Dr.  C  S. 
Patterson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and  friends 
entitled,  "  Herrings  and  their  Allies." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Anglers  will  be 
held  at  the  IManchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  12,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 


Parmees  are  catching  waggonloads  of  carp  in  the 
canal  at  Lcckport,  N.Y.,  just  east  of  the  city,  in  a 
deep  hole  near  Schermerhorns.  Carp  have  abounded 
in  the  canal  for  the  last  five  years,  driving  other  fish 
out.  The  fishermen  cut  holes  in  the  ice  and  the  fish 
come  to  the  surface  and  are  thrown  out  with  pitchforks. 
One  farmer  captured  2001bs.  this  way,  one  carp  weigh- 
ing 121b. 


That  salt  is  at  least  one  of  the  elixirs  of  life  is 
exemplified  by  those  who  have  to  do  most  with  the 
briny  ocean.  Take  the  fishermen  along  shore  who 
have  breathed  the  salt  air  and  taken  it  in  through 
their  pores,  and  eaten  salt  meat,  to  say  nothing  of 
fish,  until  they  are  regularly  steeped  in  salt,  tough, 
wiry  old  chaps  who  seem  to  live  on  indefinitely  and 
be  able  to  stand  anything.  You  can't  tell  to  look  at 
them  within  twenty  years  pf  how  old  they  are. 
And  the  farmers,  who  live  on  salt  meat  and  salt 
fish  all  winter — does  it  hurt  them  ?  Why,  they're  all 
the  healthier  for  it.  It's  no  wonder  that  landsmen  go 
to  sea  for  the  sake  of  the  salt  air  and  reinvigoration. 
If  salt  doesn't  contain  the  essence  of  life  it  comes 
pretty  near  it,  and  one  of  the  best  ways  to  take  it  is 
certainly  in  eating  salt  fish.  At  least,  so  says  the 
American  Fishing  Gazette,  and  it  ought  to  know. 


Seventeen  old  fishing-boats,  one.  of  which  is  said 
to  have  been  built  between  1740  and  1750,  form  the 
odd  little  village  of  Carraoross,  on  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland.  The  only  building  in  the  place  which  is  not 
constructed  of  an  old  boat  is  the  x^riest's  house,  and 
this  is  built  almost  entirely  of  the  driftwood  which 
the  ocean  tide  piles  upon  the  rocky  coast.  There  is 
not  a  tree  of  sufficient  size  to  give  building  timber 
within  eight  miles  of  Carracross. 


The  Yachting  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
was  visited  last  Saturday  by  H.M.  the  King  of 
Portugal.  It  remains  open  until  March  1,  and  will 
be  followed  by  the  Tenth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition 
on  March  7.  In  addition,  the  fine  display  of  craft, 
there  is  a  most  attractive  programme.  Perhaps  the 
most  noteable  feature  is  the  bioscope  views  of  Her 
late  Majesty's  Funeral  at  Osborne,  London,  and 
Windsor. 


"  C.H.W."  is  nothing  if  not  practical.  This  is  a 
characteristic  bit  from  his  pen:  "How  often  the 
winter  fisherman  is  greeted  with  the  query,  '  How  do 
you  keep  yourself  warm  ?  '  This  question  generally 
comes  from  someone  who  does  not  fish  at  all,  and  is 
frequently  put  in  quite  a  pitful  tone,  and  the  reitera- 
tion of  the  remark  becomes  somewhat  tiresome.  Few 
people  realise  that  angling  is  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
warm  an  occupation  as  watching  a  football  match ; 
yet  thousands  stand  about  the  goal-posts  clad  in  ordi- 
nary winter  clothing,  while  the  angler  wears  about 
three  suits  of  clothes  (and  probably  knee  boots)  if  the 
extra  woollens  and  overalls  are  considered,  and  it  is 
only  the  hands,  from  touching  the  cold  rod,  that  feel 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  When  j  the  punt-pole 
gets  a  coating  of  ice  one's  hands  do  indeed  get  nipped 
with  the  cold,  but  the  exertion  of  punting  soon  makes 
you  glow  with  warmth,  and  the  real  danger  to  be 
guarded  against  is  that  of  taking  oold  after  perspiring 
freely.  Hence  the  great  importance  of  woollen  cloth- 
ing, and  plenty  Of  it," 


On  Saturday,  Feb.  9,  one  thousand  j-carling  Salmo 
fario  were  consigned  by  Messrs.  Andrews,  of  Hasle- 
mere,  to  Fairford  Station  (Gloucestershire)  for  re- 
stocking a  certain  private  upper  water  of  the  Coin. 


Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of  the  Pier,  Deal,  writes  to  say 
that  sea  fishing  there  is  practically  over  for  the  season. 


The  Deal  Mercury  of  Feb.  9  contained  the  following  : 
"  An  angler  complains  that  one  or  two  members  of 
the  angling  fraternity  recently  baited  their  linfes  with 
sprats,  and  allowed  them  to  drift  with  the  tide,  with 
the  object  of  tempting  unwary  seagulls.  Comment  is 
unnecessary.  In  the  interests  of  humanity  we  publish 
the  complaint,  and  we  are  confident  that  neither  the 
pier  authorities  nor  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
will  countenance  the  practice  as  legitimate  sport  from 
a  humane  point  of  view." 


Talking  of  gulls,  the: crowds  of  people  who  flock  to 
the  Thames  and  ornamental  lakes  in  the  parks  do  not 
"bait  their  hooks  with  sprats,"  but  are  content  to 
dispense  loaves  and  fishes,  and  cake  and  meat. 
To-day  (Tuesday)  there  is  a  sharp  frost,  and  the  gulls 
consequently  very  numerous.  But  even  on  compara- 
tively warm  days  the  gulls  know  when  it  is  "  dinner 
time,"  and  appear  to  enjoy  themselves  immensely. 


"I  SEE,"  says  "  the  man  in  the  street,"  "  that  sea- 
gulls have  been  observed  poaching  in  the  ponds  at 
Wandsworth  Common  and  devouring  gudgeon,  the 
property  of  the  London  County  Council.  There  is 
nothing  very  surprising  in  this,  for  quite  recently 
during  a  heavy  easterly  storm  I  saw  several  flocks 
of  gulls  flying  westward  over  Kensington  at  a  great 
height,  probably  making  for  the  river  at  Hammer- 
smith or  some  point  beyond.  Moreover  gulls  have 
been  seen  this  year  at  Leamington,  which  is  supposed 
to  occupy  the  geographical  centre  of  England — one 
cannot  get  much  further  inland  than  that."  The 
London  County  Council  may  claim  the  fish,  but  I 
think  I  know  at  least  one  of  the  anglers  who  helped  to 
stock  the  Wandsworth  and  Clapham  ponds  at  his  own 
expense,  and  the  first  letter  of  his  name  is  "  Z." 


The  Fisherman's  Life. 
The  fisherman's  life  is  a  hard  one. 

As  every  old  fisherman  knows, 
He  is  working  in  all  kinds  of  weather, 

He  must  face  the  rain  and  the  snows. 
His  parting  embrace  with  his  dear  ones 

Is  all  from  their  hearts,  you  niay  ken ; 
They  know  when  he  goes  on  the  ocean 

They  never  may  see  him  again. 

Sometimes  he  is  rolling  and  drifting. 

Not  a  capful  of  wind  in  his  sails ; 
Then  again  he  is  straining  and  pitching 

And  fighting  the  howling  old  gales. 
When  the  storm  wind  is  roaring  and  moaning 

His  wife  and  his  family  weep ; 
They  know  their  breadwinner  is  fighting 

For  life  on  the  wild  briny  deep. 

With  the  tempest  is  many  a  battle. 

And  hairbreadth  escapes  make  him  think. 
So  that  sometimes  he  sits  down  and  ponders 

If  his  fate  may  at  last  be  to  sink. 
When  the  tempest  shall  once  have  him  conquered 

No  need  of  a  shovel  or  sx^ade. 
His  clothes  will  his  shroud  be  and  coffin, 

He'll  sleep  where  'tis  too  deep  to  wade. 

Peter  Johnson,  in  American  F.  G. 


Last  week  Mr.  "  A.  W."  sent  an  account  of  a  good 
day's  jack  fishing  from  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Christ- 
church.  He  also  stated  that  Mr.  Nicholas  on  Jan.  31 
"  landed  a  fine  chub  of  41b.  9oz."  We  are  asked  to 
state  that  the  weight  of  the  chub  was  51b.  4oz. 


Mrs.  Eldkidge,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  21  Goswell- 
road,  writes  :  "I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  death xif 
Mr.  Smith,  who  had  for  many  years  been  station- 
master  at  Amberley.  The  sad  event  took  place  on 
Thursday  last,  at  Clacton,  where  he  had  gone,  in  hope 
that  the  change  would  do  him  good.  The  funeral  took 
place  on  Feb.  14,  at  Houghton.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
say  that  he  has  left  a  widow  and  five  young  children 
almost  totally  unprovided  for." 


"  Flounders  are  reported  plentiful  off  Black  Ledge, 
near  New  London.  The  menhaden  fishermen  of  New 
London  struck  a  big  school  of  menhaden  in  the 
Thames  river  one  night  last  week,  three  steamers 
securing  over  nine  hundred  barrels."  It's  all  right ! 
New  London  and  the  River  Thames  referred  to  are  in 
America,  Dragnet. 
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^ofcs  from  if)c  Worf^. 


The  salmon  angling  season  ob  the  bulk  of  Seottisli 
iwr?  Qjiened  on  Monday  morning  in  the  thick  of  a 
;  -J.  5  sno-w-5t,orm,  bnt  for  all  that  the  prospects  are 
decent  ■weather  could  only  he  Tonchsafed  for 


_ ;  netting  season  opened  at  tiie  same  time,  ajid 
j.e  nrst  resnlis  ■were  fairly  good  for  a  start.  The 
^ality  and  size  of  tihe  first-fruits  of  the  season  ■were 
excellent.    Three  fish  from  the  Don  district  turned 
the  scale  ai  4>4ih.,  bang  oTer  16Ib.  of  an  average. 

Anglers  -were  otit  on  the  Itee  in  strong  fore€  during 
1 V  :  ->ening  days,  and  their  mrmhers  are  being  eon- 
-  angmenT^d  ■with  fresh  arrivals.     The  sport 
_-d  ■was  Jairly  good,  considering  the  adverse 
^iHi-e  of  tbp  ja-evailing  conditions. 

The  pot  htrnter  is  to  disappear  from  the  Xether  Don. 
Tbs  "Monkey'" — a  snigger  in  the  disguise  of  a  legal 
lure — -will be  seen  no  more,  for  Mr.  Andre^w  Murray  and 
-^jsr  gentlanen  into  ■whose  hands  the  fishings  have 
ifised  are  sportsmen  of  the  first  ■water,  and  ■will 
-rither  practise  nor  xolerate  in  others  the  shado^w  of 
-rT>ii-ng  ■ciig)ortsmanlike. 

The  liveliest  satisfaction  is  expressed  on  Deeside 
:  '.R.t  Balmoral  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  King. 
These  about  the  easile  never  for  a  moment  entiertained 
any  other  idea,  nor  did  outsiders  -who  read  the  "  signs 
:  f  tiie  linies..  " 


7-1^  ~  ir  intimated  to  Mr.  Forbes,  his  Majesty's 
_,^r.  ■when  recently  at  Windisor  at  the  late 

-  :  iral.  that  he  would  be  at  Balmoral  during 

_e  next  shooting  season-  It  is  not  likely  he  ■will  pay 
jjiring  ■risit,  but  he  will  be  in  residence  during  the 

"I—ITTIT 


71^  T-h— ^i:  Z  of  Peterhead,  landed  a  shark 

; ,  .1^  - "    j-^  .-L  rth,  and  of  enormous  bulk,  last 
jLii  iiecE  caught  in  the  tra'wl  net. 

Hie  Isona  Zemiia  for  her  last  season's  Ar<itic  ■trip 
'  iid  a  dividead  of  TJper  cent.,  and  carried  £L,700  to 
:  i.e  reserve  hmA. 


Sevesal  Tweed  poachers  ■were  pretty  fairly  dealt  ■with 
j:.  the  Selkirk  Sherifi  Court  last  "week,  "when  they  ■were 
UDed  25s.  6d.,  2Bs..*and  such  like,  "rhe  ustial  fine  is 
the  handsome  "  bob — ^is. 


Mr.  aaid  Mrs.  Whitley  have  taken  the  Conon  salmon 
isiinss.  Boss,  ■which  are  to  be  shared  in  by  Sir 
E.i'J^irQ  Grey.  MJP.  The  Conon  has  been  excellently 
TreHTsd  for  many  years  back  by  Colonel  Mackenzie,  th£ 
T  rc^rietoi,  and  he  is  no^w  reaping  Ms  re'ward. 

The  first  sales  of  salmon  for  the  season  in  the 
Aberdeen  Pish  Market  realised  2s.  6d.  per  pound  at 
10  ajn.  on  Monday  morning,  four  ho^nrs  after  the 
;  1  ose  time  had  expired. 

Lord  Provost  Fleming,  Aberdeen,  despatched  the 
irst  two  salmon  exposed  ior  sale  from  the  Aberdeen 
Mart  on  Monday  morning  to  Lords  Mount-Stephen 
and  Stra-thcona.  They  "were  the  first-fruits  of  the 
Harbour  Board's  fishings. 

Many  of  the  netsmen  on  the  coast  "were  unable  to 
their  nets  on  the  opening  morning  of  the  season  on 
a  .  DOimt  of  the  heavy  sea  then  running. 

fhily  a  fe'w  iienis'  -nngli-ng  could  be  got  on  the  Dee 

III   ; :  ;  1- 1  of  ihe  beavy  frosts  over  night.  At 

;  ;  i_   i^glers  are  busy  at  tbe  "  roaring  game  "  in 

.i.  r  ; :  an  riTtm  angling. 

The  Tay  net  fishing  above  Perth  opened  on  Monday. 
7he  synficaue  had  fifty  fish,  and  the  other  ne'tsmen 
iiiout  Twice  that  n'umber-  Speciai,  Scotch. 


Qfectsg  op  Salmos  XsnmsG  Seasos. 

■  ;  ; :       -1 ';----LLg  season  opened  under 

1^=  as  regards  ■weather 

_   _  .;  ;■.;  :  I  Scotlaud.    The  yield 

;roin  txse  Forth  "was  not  large.    The  Tay  yielded  abotit 
:,  h^nndred  fish  to  the  syndicate  and  1-50  to  the  other 
: :  -  rietors  above  Perth.    The  fish  ■were  prime  quality, 
_  i  iTerage.d  about  151b.  -weight  all  over.    On  the 
• :  :  T  a  storm  pre^vented  many  of  the  nets  being 
vet  the  results  "were  highly  satisfactory, 
-  the  tmpropitious  nature  of  the  ■weather. 

7iie  Don  yielded  less  than  last  -year,  but  this  ■was 
»:-::^t.ed  "for  by  the  severe  frost.     The  Deveron 
'  -  -two  fish  and  some  six  trout,  but  the  Spey 
-aed  so  -well  on  the  opening  day  for  many 
The  fish  are  of  excellent  quality  and  very 
-  -IS.  The  opening  prices  in  Aberdeen  Salmon 
-  -o.; .  '    . :  3s.  6d.  per  pound,  but  these  ■will  not  long 
i>e  xoamtaiBed- 


Provincial  Angling  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  working  c-ommittee  of 
the  Birmingham  Angling  -^^ssociation  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  ■was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  last,  ■when  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J. 
A.  Dance  occupied  the  ■rice-chair.  The  meeting  was 
■well  attended,  as  only  one  member  was  absent.  The 
president,  in  opening  the  meeting,  alluded  to  the 
death  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  after  which  he  com- 
plimented the  committee  upon  their  election  to  ofiice, 
and  hoped  that  he  should  have  the.  ■wisdom  of  their 
counsel  during  the  ensuing  year  to  carry  on  the 
■work  of  the  association.  The  balance-sheet  and 
auditor's  report  for  the  quart.er  ending  Dec  30  was  read. 
The  sheet  went  to  show  that  after  all  the  liabilities 
had  been  disbursed  the  sum  of  £98  3s.  was  carried 
forward  to  the  general  account.  The  number  of 
members  on  the  branch  secretaries'  books  was  close 
upon  six  tbousand.  The  report  was  in  everyway  satis- 
factory, and  was  received  and  adopted. — X  difficulty 
with  one  of  the  old  clubs  for  not  being  carried  out  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  association  was  discussed,  but  as 
the  club  had  now  placed  themselves  in  proper  order  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  issue  the  travelling  cards 
f  orth^with. — Amember  of  the  Lamp  Society  was  reported 
for  ha^ring  misused  his  travel  ling  card.  The  case  being 
proved,  he  was  expelled  the  whole  range  of  affiliated 
clubs  for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  The  date 
and  place  for  the  annual  dinner  was  considered, 
when  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  on  Saturday, 
March  9  next,  the  place  selected  being  the  Colonade, 
isew-stieet :  rickets  three  shillings  each:  dinner  on 
the  table  at  six  o'clock  prompt.  Mr.  T.  Coles  was 
elected  to  preside,  and  in-ritations  ■will  be  sent  out 
to  the  leading  railway  officials  and  several  gentlemen 
well  kno^wn  in  angling  circles.  Mr.  -J.  A.  Dance  was 
reappointed  auditor,  and  Messrs.  Bagley,  G-umbley- 
Hughes,  P.abone,  Tullett,  Foster,  Egerton,  and  Dance 
were  appointed  on  the  visiting  committee. — Angling 
still  remains  very  quiet,  o'wing  to  the  frosty  and 
sno^wy  weather ;  but  some  of  the  clubs  are  arranging 
to  have  contests  under  any  circumstances  pre^vious  to 
the  close  season  coming  in,  ■with  this  in  ■view. — The 
Cromwell's  Head  Society  have  decided  to  hold  a  eon- 
test  in  the  canal  at  Kingsbury  on  Sunday  week  next, 
when  a  nice  little  lot  of  prizes  ■will  be  competed  for. 
Mr.  J.  Bryant  ■will  act  as  referee. — 1  should  advise  all 
our  clubs  to  take  time  by  the  forelock  and  make  their 
arrangements  for  the  summer  while  they  have  nothing 
else  to  do.  Some  of  the  clubs  have  already  done  this, 
and  their  example  should  be  followed  by  others. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  on  the  Fen  waters  has  not  been  up  to  the 
average,  owing  to  the  adverse  climatic  conditions. 
Last  week-end  there  was  a  prospect  of  more  genial 
weather,  but  on  Monday  night  frost  again  set  in  ■with 
increased  severity,  and  Tuesday  ■was  one  of  the  coldest 
days  of  the  present  winter.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  the  sport  has  been  somewhat  at  a  discount. 
Last  week's  snow  disappeared  so  gradually  that  it 
hardlv  afiected  the  -waters,  which  have  been  in  fine  ply 
for  pike  fishing.  Quite  a  number  of  rods  were  at  work 
on  the  Witham  towards  the  close  of  last  week,  and 
those  who  employed  live  bait  did  fairly  well  on  the 
lower  lengths  of  the  river,  e^ecially  in  the  Langrick 
and  Dogdyke  districts — a  nine-pounder  being  about 
the  best  for  enumeration.  Five  and  a  half  brace  fell  to 
one  rod  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  but  for  the  most 
part  the  fish  did  not  exceed  4lb.  apiece.  Those  who 
operated  on  the  Forty-foot  obtained  a  few  decent 
baskets  -with  the  spinning  tackle.  Five  fish  taken  on 
Saturdav,  on  the  southern  side  of  Donington  Bridge, 
weighed  21Jlb.,  the  hea-riest  going  up  to  TJlb.  So  far 
as  roach  fishing  is  concerned  there  is  very  little  to 
report.  The  Bain — a  -tributary  of  the  Witham — has 
-vielded  best,  but  even  this  prolific  stream  has  not 
fished  up  to  its  usual  standard  of  excellence.  The 
weather,  at  the  time  of  -writing,  was  fsir  too  cold  for 
operating  -with  the  roach  rod,  although  the  waters  are 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  "^"ith  a  warmer  atmosphere 
the  concluding  weeks  of  the  season  should  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  results. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  rivers  and  streams  are  now  more  or  less  out  of 
condition  ■with  the  q^uantity  of  snow  that  has  fallen, 
and  vesterdav  and  to-day  (Wednesday  t  snow  is  still 
falling  heavily,  so  that  prospects  are  anything  but 
favourable  for  anglers,  even  in  pike  fishing.  At  the 
Februarv  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  -\nglers"  Association,  which  took  place 
at  the  Queen  s  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening  last. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  occupied  the  chair,  and  several 
important  matters  for  the  forthcoming  season  were 
arrant^ed.  Two  new  aughng  societies,  the  Stoneferry 
and  C&onians,  were  affiliated  to  the  association.  The 
East  Hull  Band  Angling  Society  were  granted  a  club 
match  on  the  Winstead  Drain,  at  Patrington,  on 


April  6,  and  on  the  application  of  Messrs.  Holmes  and 
Son's  Angling  Club  their  open  angling  match  to  take 
place  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Dunswell,  was  fixed  for 
April  27,  and  amongst  other  items  of  interest  the 
association  granted  one  guinea  out  of  the  funds  to 
the  widow  of  a  deceased  member  (Mr.  Geo.  .^tkin). 
The  next  council  meeting  ■will  be  held  on  March  G. 
The  officers  elected  for  the  fir^i  year  of  the  Oxonian 
Angling  Society  are :  president,  5Ir.  T.  Sumpton ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  G.  F.  Beechey ;  secretary,  Mr.  H. 
Draper,  to  be  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Garfitt ;  and,  as  a 
goodlv  number  of  anglers  have  joined,  they  have  every 
prospect  of  success. — The  winner  of  the  Hull  Setcs 
prize  for  specimen  fish  during  the  past  season  is 
Mr.  Arthur  Waites,  of  the  Central  Hull  .^.ssociation, 
■with  fourteen  points,  who  was  presented  ■with  it  last 
evening  (Tuesday  |,  at  that  association's  annual  dinner, 
which  took  place  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel. — The 
tTniversal  Angling  -Association  have  just  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Golden  Cup  Hotel,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  William  Phillipson,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  during  which  Mr.  R.  H. 
Barlow  was  presented  with  the  association  gold  medal 
for  most  points  during  the  paet  season. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  Angling 
Societv  a  lot  of  important  business  was  transacted. 
The  usual  report  from  the  indefatigable  hon.  sec.  is 
not  very  full  this  week.  The  item  of  the  annual 
dinner  is  evidently  a  leading  item,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
asks  for  a  R.S.V.P.  to  his  circular  re  same.  WeU, 
your  humble  scribe  has  been  invited  as  the  guest  of 
the  hon.  sec,  and  he  intends  being  present.  On 
pre^rious  occasions  he  has  been  unable,  but  now  will 
certainly  be  present.  This  :society  is  very  anxious  to 
buy  a  lot  of  good  fish  for  stocking  their  waters,  as  are 
other  clubs,  but  where  to  spend  their  cash  is  another 
question.  Editors,  rich  men,  farm  owners  of  fishing 
rights,  and  also  of  hatcheries,  seem  to  think  no  class 
of  anglers  are  worth  notice  except  game  fishers.  Well, 
from  one  point  of  view  many  consider  they  are  wrong. 
The  -writer  wants  to  spend  £50  on  coarse  fish  to-day, 
but  not  on  bed-out  things  of  a  few  inches  long. — 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Buckland  Anglmg  Society 
was  of  course  a  big  event — it  is  never  anything  else  when 
John  -Johnson  is  on  the  job.  One  thing  always  makes 
this  dinner  a  success,  and  that  is  the  delightful  cook- 
ing of  Mrs.  and  Miss  Johnson.  You  may  have  grama- 
phones  and  music  galore,  but  unless  the  ground 
baiting  is  right  it  would  not  be  approved. — The  Mctoria 
Angling  Society,  whose  headquarters  are  at  St.  John's 
Schools,  report  another  annual  of  Belle  Vue.  This 
club  started  as  a  junior  society,  rapidly  gained  a  front 
plac«,  and  then,  when  their  old  members  got  of  age, 
thev  quietly  transferred  their  club  to  the  senior 
ranks.  On  "the  authority  of  Mr.  B.  Ramsbottom,  we 
may  take  it  that  the  gut  crop  of  1900  and  1901  shows 
"  a'  larger  dimination  than  has  occurred  for  some 
vears."  For  nearly  twenty  years  Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom 
has  issued  a  report  on  the  annual  gut  crop.  and.  more 
than  that,  a  reliable  one.  He  predicts  that  a  careful 
survey  should  be  made  before  buying. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington,  as  usual,  supply  a  report  of  further 
progress :  new  members  are  continually  being  accepted, 
and^they  have  secured  another  water  for  their  members. 
One  verv  commendable  resolution  appears  on  their 
minutes',  and  relates  to  the  free  granting  of  fishing 
pri-rileges  to  old  and  deserving  members.  Two  good 
roach — one  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  lib.  <  oz..  at  Lymm, 
and  one  by  Mr.  W.  Hamblett,"llb.,  in  the  Go-wy— are 
also  reported.  Also  some  fair  roach  and  chub  from 
the  BoUin,  The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  is 
much  more  cheerful  than  for  some  weeks  past.  It 
savs,  "  River  stLU  rather  high,  A  few  rods  only  out, 
Mr,  W.  Lester  hooked  but  lost  a  good  fish.  Roach 
now  in  splendid  condition."  Although  reports  from  the 
Wyre  are  not  plentiful  or  good,  it  seems  some  one 
must  be  doing  well,  judging  by  the  (orders  for 
flies,  etc.,  that  find  their  way  to  oar  lead- 
ing tackle  dealers,  and  so  early  in  the  season. — 
-At  Liverpool  angling  matters  are  somewhat  livelier — 
all  the  leading  clubs  appear  to  be  negotiating  some 
interesting  business.  I  he  West  Derby,  Cyprus,  Nel- 
son, City,  and  Edgehill  organisations  are  all  to  the 
front  with  society  items. — The  Union  Chapel  Angling 
Society  restune  their  ordinary  meetings  on  the  ISth, 
in  their  clubroom  at  West  Gorton,  after  suspending  the 
same  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  Queen.  The 
2.5th  is  the  next  social.  What  -with  snow  broth  in  the 
rivers  and  ice  on  the  still  waters,  it  is  hard  to  get  in  a 
dav  anvwhere  just  at  present.  Canals  seem  to  afford 
about  the  best  return,  although  not  much  in  favour  by 
the  majority  of  anglers.  The  stocking  competition  of 
the  Socials  i  ■  g^ing  along  merrily,  and  promises  to  be 
as  big  a  >uccess  as  last  year.  The  new  centre  at 
Chorlev  are  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr. 
W,  Claire  as  their  firs:  hon.  sec. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  been  without  rain  or  snow  for  the  week, 
but  the  weather  has  b.-en  bitterly  CDld,  and  few 
anglers  appear  to  have  ventured  out.    The  wicd  on 
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Sunday  chopped  round  to  the  north-east,  and  in  that 
quarter  it  remained  at  the  period  of  writino-  The 
Trent  has  undergone  a  rise  of  something  like  five 
feet,   and   there    is    no  doubt  that  quantities  of 
snow  broth  were  intermixed  with  the  extra  water 
which    began    to    run   off   on    Monday.     On  the 
i^arton    stretch    on    Saturday  Mr.   D    S  Garner 
the  popular  secretary  of  the  Citv  Piscatorials,  who 
lease  the  waters  ran  and  landed"  a  handsome  little 
ptke  of  6ilb.  ;  and  on  the  same  afternoon  substantial 
bags  of  roach  were  made  by  two  of  the  members- 
namely,  Mr  S.  Berril  and  Mr.  A.  Coxon.    Two  days 
previously  the  society  endeavoured  to  bring  their  final 
match  of  the  season  to  a  head.  Ten  or  a  dozen  entered 
tue   lists  for  the  handsome  prizes  presented,  but 
masmuch  as  not  a  solitary  "  fin  "  was  landed,  they  will 
have  to  be  competed  for  at  a  later  date.  A  few  coarse  fish 
J  n^^.!"'^'''^'^'*^^*  Shardlow,  King's  Mills,  Sawley, 
aad  Clifton  and  as  soon  as  the  severe  weather^  relaxes 
roach  and  chub  ought  to  bite  freely.    Next  Tuesday 
the  conservators  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  meet  in 
annual  assembly  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby ;  and 
next  Friday  the  City  Wellington  Society  intend  to  pay 
a  comp  imentary  visit  to  their  worthy  president,  Mr 
W.  Gaskell,  who  has  purchased  the  hotel  at  Alford  in 
Lincolnshire.    Hon.  Sec.  Spray  has  the  proposed  trip 
m  hand  and  likely  enough  .the  journey— a  very  long 
one— will  be  made  by  motor  cars. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Snow  lies  thickly  upon  the  hills,  and,  although  trout 
fishing  m  the  Severn  Fishery  district  opens  on  the 
1st  prox.  It  IS  extremely  imlikely  that  anything  like 
good  sport  will  be  possible  for  a  considerable  period 
Pike  and  coarse  fish  anglers  have  had  a  most  disap- 
pointing time  for  many  weeks'  as  the  weather  has  been 
S3  variable  and  inclement  that  favourable  opportunities 
f  jr  action  have  been  extremely  few.  Severn  fishermen 
generally  cannot  but  regard  with  the  greatest  dissatis- 
faction the  manner  in  which  the  Conservancv  Board 
IS  now  attempting  to  carry  out  its  work.  Each  suc- 
ceeding annual  report  provides  worse  reading  than 
its  predecessor,  and  the  whole  of  the  efforts  of  the 
conservators  appear  now  to  be  directed  towards 
endeavouring  to  save  from  extermination  by  excessive 
netting  the  small  remaining  stock  of  salmon  in  the 
river.  The  attempt  to  preserve  salmon  fishing  in  the 
estuary  as  a  commercial  industry  is  laudable  enou<^h 
m  Its  way,  but  it  is  obviously  inequitable  that  Severn 
trout  and  coarse  fish  anglers  alike  should  have  to 
contribute  more  than  £400  per  annum  towards  this 
object,  getting  no  return  whatever  in  the  matter  of 
improved  sport  for  their  outlay. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  still  high,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  snow 
water  coming  down.  The  Avon,  in  places,  is  over  its 
banks,  but  the  Severn  is  running  off  fast,  and  clearing 
nicely,  and,  if  the  sharp  frost  we  have  had  the  last  twS 
nights  should  continue,  we  shall  soon  have  all  the 
water  m  order  again.  The  high  water  has  been  much 
against  salmon  fishing,  and  very  few  have  been  netted  • 
indeed  two  nets  have  taken  but  one  fish  each - 
The  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  Mr. 
Wilhs-Bund,  referred  to  the  decline  of  the  fishery  of 
the  Severn  and  the  need  of  protection.  This  is  true  as 
regards  salmon  and  coarse,  but,  curiously  enough,  he 
IS  of  opinion  that  it  is  no  duty  of  the  board  to  protect 
private  fisheries,  and  says  the  Severn  for  the  many 
miles  above  Tewkesbury  Weir  and  some  miles  below 
are  private  fisheries,  and  so  an  immense  portion  will 
be  unprotected  ;  and  indeed,  at  the  present  time, 
between  Ironbridge,  in  Shropshire,  and  Tewkesbury 
in  Gloucestershire,  the  river  is  without  a  bailiff  the 
consequences  of  which  can  easily  be  guessed.  The 
opinion  of  very  many  is  that  the  whole  of  the  fishery 
laws  need  revision  and  made  much  more  understand- 
able and  definite  than  they  are  at  the  present  time. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  reports  from  riverside  stations  and  other  anglino- 

lTrZ\"^W\'^'''''  °!  ^'^^""S  streams  have 
varied  with  the  changes  of  weather,  which  of  late  have 
been  tantalising  to  anglers.  The  more  hardy  rodmen 
have  not  been  deterred  by  the  cold  winds  and  "the  snow 
frorn  visiting  the  banks  of  the  Ouse,  Derwent,  and  the 
Pocklmgton  Canal,  but  it  cannot  be  said  the  results 

ZZVf7,^  T'''^-   P^'"^^  P^-<^««"°e  °f  snow 

water  m  the  Ouse  and  Foss  in  the  vicinity  of  York 
pike  fishing  has  yielded  poor  returns.  In  the  Derwent,' 
W   t'^'  ^"'^  Cottingwith,  and  Malton 

auU  W  tr''/'"''''  P'-o'^Pects  for  this  week  were 
w  '  ^        T:^  "leather  experienced  these  past 

few  days  has  improved  the  outlook,  whilst  the 
steady  frost,  with  settling  rivers,  should  put  more  fish 
in  the  way  of  patient  Waltonians.  We  shall  soon 
fiear  no  more  about  grayling.  Although  on  the 
Wharf e,  for  instance,  there  have  recently  been  a  few 
days  suitable  for  grayling  fishing,  the  fish  refused  to 
feed  with  the  result  that  untiring  efforts  were  very 
poorly  rewarded.-General  angling  on  this  river 
owing  to  the  fluctuations  of  temperature  has  been 
yery  quiet  The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  at  theTr 
yearly  meeting  this  week,  made  grants  of  trout  to  the 
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Leeds  Amalgamated  Societyof  Anglers,  and  the  Ripon 
Huddersfield  and  Black  Ox  Angling  Clubs.  A  special 
meeting  of  the  Fitzwilliam  Angling  Club  was  held  the 
other  night  at  Norton,  Malton,  when  Mr  W  Walker 
read  an  interesting  paper  on  "  The  Fish  of  the  District 
and  their  Capture,"  illustrating  the  subject  by  the 
exhibition  of  live  specimens  of  fish,  the  newest  tackle 
bait,  etc.  ' 


GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

T^HE  committee  have  now  arranged  a  programme  for 
the  SIX  months  to  August  next.  The  first  item  of 
importance  will  be  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Manchester 
HoteL  This  will  be  held  on  March  12  next,  when 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  has  kindly  promised  to  preside 
Papers  and  readings,  always  an  attractive  and  special 
feature  with  the  society,  have  been  arranged  for  and 
outings  on  the  waters  rented  by  the  society,  both  for 
trout  and  coarse  fishing,  figure  in  the  list.  A  casting 
tournament,  on  the  lines  which  have  formerly  proved 
so  entertaining  and  instructive,  will  be  held  on  July  13 
Regarding  the  annual  dinner,  it  is  hoped  that  members 
will  assist  the  committee  by  making  early  application 
from  now  for  the  tickets  they  will  require.  With  so 
much  snow  about  it  is  not  surprising  that  few  had 
been  out  fishing  since  the  last  meeting,  and,  may  be 
reports  will  be  meagre  until  a  change  in  the  weather 
takes  place.  The  reports  of  the  trout  seen  on  the 
spawning  beds  at  Chesham  give  promise  of  another  o-ood 
season.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  James  Tayler  hopes  to 
give  a  paper  on  "  Fly  Casting."  I  hope  to  find  a  good 
attendance.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman 
who  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday  last,  closed  the 
meeting  J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

There  was  an  unusually  large  number  of  members 
and  friends  on  Monday  evening  to  hear  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  give  his  promised  lecture  on  Irish  fishin"! 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Major  Graham  Gordon.  After 
the  customary  formal  business  had  been  transacted, 
the  popular  librarian  of  the  society  was  called  upon! 
In  a  style  peculiarly  his  own,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  de- 
scribed many  of  the  famous  angling  loughs  in  the 
".distressful  country,"  his  observations  being  illustrated 
by  slides  taken  from  photographs  of  uncommon  excel- 
lence, which  were  thrown  upon  the  screen  by  means 
of  a  powerfal  lantern  manipulated  with  dexterity  and 
care  by  Mr.  E.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf.    Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
jJiire,  in  the  course  of  a  chatty  paper,  referred  first 
to  the  west  and  north-west  of  Ireland,  and  showed 
views  of  noted  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  which  excellent 
fishing,  coarse  and  game,  was  procurable.    One  of  the 
funny  pictures  which  was  flashed  upon  the  sheet  was 
an  hotel  bill  contracted  by  a  party  of  two  at  Finea,  co. 
Westmeath.    The  total  for  the  week,  minus  refresji- 
ments,  which  did  not  figure,  came  to  £1  7s.  only  !  Who 
will  say  after  this  that  Irish  fishing  is  expensive,  as 
some_ readers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  contended  ? 
The  sport  to  be  had  in    Loughs    Neac'h  Foyle 
Swilly,   Earne,  Mask,  and  Corrib,  and  a  'host  of 
smaller  waters,  was  commented  upon.    The  speaker, 
when  showing  a  view  of  a  spot  hard  by  Killarney' 
mentioned  that  it  was  in  this  district  where  he  cast 
his  first  salmon  fly  many  years  ago,  the  said  fly  going 
promptly  up  a  tree  1    An  exceedingly  pretty  picture  of 
the  Vale  of  Avooa  was  much  admired,  as  were  also 
views  m  which  the  celebrated  round  towers  so  fre- 
quently met  with  in  Ireland  formed  prominent  features 
Lough  Derg  naturally  came  in  for  the  largest  share  of 
description,  for  parties  made  up  of  members  of  the 
society  journeyed  here  on  two  occasions  for  the  famous 
May  Fly  dapping.    Some  lifelike  portraits  of  Major 
Graham  Gordon,  Messrs.  H.  Harden,  C.  H.  Bywaters 
R.  Bradford,  R.  Clay,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  son! 
and  the  late  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner  were  displayed, 
and  witty  ^sketches  given  of  the  everyday  life  of  the 
"  dappers "  on  the  famous  lough  mentioned.  The 
lecturer  explained  how  dapping  was  accomplished, 
and  gave  a  few  hints  to  gentlemen  visiting  Ireland 
for  the  first  time  to  indulge  in  the  fascinating 
sport.    He  recommended  a  wooden  box  as  against 
tin  to  carry  the  May  Plies  in.    These  latter  are  col- 
lected before  breakfast  by  boys.    An  air  seat  was 
necessary  to  sit  upon  when  in  a  boat,  as  the  hard 
wooden  seat  was  not  quite  compatible  with  comfort. 
A  thm  oilskin  should  be  put  in  the  portmanteau,  and 
when  afloat  the  net  should  be  fastened  by  string  to 
the  rowlock  to  prevent  it  falling  or  being  knocked 
overboard  and  lost.    An  unpolished  rod  was  best  for 
fishing,  an  18-footer  being  a  good  length  to  have 
Trout  would  take  the  artificial  as  well  as  the  real  fly, 
so  that  a  trout  rod  might  with  advantage  be  carried' 
Major  Gordon  had   killed  fish  with  the  artificial 
fly  when   the  natural   failed  altogether.  Dapping 
was    not  confined  to  the  May  Fly.     The  natives 
fished,  when  angling  was  practicable,  with  any  fly 
big  enough  to  dap  with.    Some   cloudscapes  were 
thrown  on  the  canvas,  and  were  beautiful  pictures. 


A  portable  boat  for  use  on  loughs  where  there  were 
no  boats  to  be  procured  was  exhibited,  thanks  to  the 
kindness  of  Messrs.  S.  T.  Williams  &  Co.,  of  Great 
Queen-street.  It  seemed  just  the  thing  for  the  pur- 
pose intended.  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  St.  John- 
street-road,  lent  the  lecturer  an  assortment  of 
dapping  roads,  which  were  tried  by  members  present 
and  highly  spoken  of.  Both  the  firms  named  were 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  their  exhibits. 
Altogether  the  lecture  was  as  complete  as  it  could  well 
be.  From  beginning  to  finish  it  was  listened  to  with 
rapt  attention.  The  snap  shots  of  the  members  of 
the  society  at  Mount  Shannon,  in  different  attitudes 
and  under  conditions  of  sorts,  provoked  much  laughter. 
There  were  back  views,  side  views,  views  of  luncheon 
parties,  of  the  boatman  Flannery,  of  the  unpretentious 
hotel,  the  street  in  the  village,  and  of  lovely  spots 
around.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  always  does  everything  he 
attempts  thoroughly,  but  his  paper  on  "  Irish  Fishing  " 
far  surpassed  anything  he  has  previously  attempted. 
It  IS  unnecessary  to  add  that  he  received  the  most 
hearty  thanks  of  all  present  for  the  splendid  entertain- 
ment he  had  provided,  a  similar  compliment  being 
paid  to  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  fih  for  the  working  of  the 
lantern.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Major  Gordon  for  his 
conduct  in  the  chair  brought  to  a  conclusion  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  evenings  of  the  present  winter 
season  of  the  society. — M.  de  C. 

[We  hope  to  give  an  extended  notice  (illustrated)  of 
this  interesting  lecture  next  week.— Ed.] 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society,  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street 
W.,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  13,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  John  C.  h! 
Jago  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hou.  secretary  read  a 
report  from  the  society's  agent  at  Southend,  and  also 
reminded  members  that  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  20,  at 
8  p.m.,  he  will  give  a  lecture  on  "  Herrings  and  Their 
Allies,"  and  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  27,  at  7.30  p.m.,  the 
annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  the  usual 
toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chables  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


THE  BRADFORD  WALTONIANS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  angling  organisation 
was  held  at  the  Talbot  Hotel,  Bradford,  on  Monday 
evening,  Feb.  11.  The  president,  Mr.  J.  W.  M'Knight, 
presided  over  a  large  gathering  of  members.  Before 
the  ordinary  business  a  sympathetic  reference  was 
made  by  the  president  to  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Empire  by  the  death  of  the  Queen.  From  the  annual 
statements  it  appeared  that  during  the  past  year  two 
reservoirs  (Leeghjiw  and  Hewenden)  had  been  added 
to  the  club's  waters.  During  this  mouth  another 
reservoir  will  be  placed  under  the  club's  control,  thus 
increasing  the  number  to  five,  with  an  aggregate 
area  of  water  when  full  of  125  acres.  Arrangements 
have  also  been  made  whereby  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilkinson 
has  granted  the  members  of  the  club  the  privilege  of 
angling  in  Winterburn  Reservoir,  near  Gargrave.  It 
is  expected  that  negotiations  for  taking  over  a 
stretch  of  river  fishing  will  prove  successful.  In  the 
hatchery  at  Silsden  about  50,000  trout  ova  have  been 
placed,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  when  the  rearing 
ponds  are  emptied  there  will  be  a  large  number  of 
yearling  trout  available  for  distribution.  The  trea- 
surer, Mr.  J.  H.  Willey,  reported  that,  notwithstanding 
the  expense  incurred  in  connection  with  the  additional 
reservoirs,  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £12. 
The  applications  for  membership  were  so  numerous 
that  it  was  decided  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
limitation  rule.  The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  year:  president,  Mr.  J.  W.  M'Knight:  vice- 
president,  Mr.  W.  M.  Berry ;  secretary.  Dr.  J.  John- 
ston ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Willey.  The  only  changes 
in  the  committee  were  the  substitution  of  Mr.  W.°0'. 
Hinchcliff  (who  received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for 
his  ten  years'  service  as  secretary)  and  Mr.  J.  Dunlop 
for  Dr.  Johnston  and  the  Rev.  Morris  Young.  A 
stocking  committee  consisting  of  ten  members  was 
appointed,  two  members  being  deputed  to  look  after 
each  reservoir.  The  meeting  concluded  with  the 
customary  compliments  to  the  officials.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  club  has  hitherto  been  limited  to 
thirty-five.  The  annual  subscription  is  £1  5s.,  the 
entrance  fee  being  £3  10s.— The  President. 


HOLI.OWAY'.S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  IiiHuenza,  Coufllis, 
and  Colds.  In  diseases  of  tlie  throat  and  chest,  so  prevalent  in 
onr  chani;,'eal)le  climate,  nothing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  .so 
certainly  cures,  as  these  estimable  [remedies.  Tliese  disorders 
are  too  often  neglected  at  tlieir  comniencenietit,  or  are  injndi- 
cionsly  treated,  resultiiif;'  in  either  case  in  disast  i<msci)iise(|nences 
to  the  patient.  Hollovvay's  remedies  will  restore  it  recovery  he 
possible  ;  tliey  allay  the  alaniiin.,'  svmi,ti>iiis  and  purify  the 
blood;  Nature consuniinatcs  tlic'  i m  r,  ;;vailnally  restoring str'en"th 
and  vital  power.  By  ptisc\ciiiii,'  in  the 'use  of  Hollow.ays 
preparations  tone  is  conferred  lui  the  stomach  and  frame  gener- 
ally. Thousands  of  persons  have  testilied  that  by  the  use  of 
these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  'health  after 
evei'y  other  means  had  failed. 
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FISHERY  PROSECUTION. 


At  the  Castlepollard  Petty  Sessions,  on  the  6th  inst., 
a  man  named  James  Smyth  was  prosecuted  by  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation  Society  for 
illegally  killing  a  trout  in  the  river  Glore,  on  Dec.  26, 
1900,  during  the  close  season.  Mr.  Edwin  E.  Mason, 
solicitor,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  hon.  sec,  appeared 
for  the  prosecution.  The  magistrates  present  were 
P.  D.  Sullivan,  R.M.,  chairman,  and  Messrs.  Denis 
Smyth  and  James  Callaghan.  Michael  Reynolds, 
water  bailiff,  deposed  to  surprising  Smyth  in  the  act  of 
killing  the  trout.  He  took  it  from  him,  as  also  a 
forked  stick  which  he  used  on  the  occasion.  He  took 
the  trout  to  the  assistant  secretary  :  its  gills  were  torn, 
and  it  weighed  about  41b.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty, 
saying  he  was  tempted  to  take  the  fish,  and  protested 
that  he  was  not  a  professional  fish  poacher.  Pined  in 
the  mitigated  penalty  of  £1  and  £1  costs. — T.  J.  W. 


ANGLING  FOR  SONG-BIRDS. 


The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Edward  Kerr-Lawson 
appeared  in  the  Saturday  Review  of  Jan.  26. 

"Clandale,"  Craigmore,  Isle  of  Bute,  Scotland, 
Jan.  22,  1901. 
Sib, — While  Sir  William  Corry  is  being  hauled  over 
the  coals  for  cruelties  to  albatrosses  on  board  one  of 
his  ships,  I  may  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Cunninghame  Graham,  and  the  humane  public 
generally,  to  a  custom  prevalent  in  the  coast  villages 
of  South  Cornwall :  a  custom  which,  whilst  equal  in 
cruelty  to  the  torturing  of  albatrosses,  is,  at  the  same 
time,  vastly  more  comprehensive  in  its  scope.  Lest  I 
should  do  other  villages  injustice,  I  shall  confine  my 
charge  to  Polperro,  in  which  delightfully  quaint  spot  I 
recently  spent  some  fifteen  months,  and  am  therefore 
in  a  position  to  vouch  for  and  prove  all  I  say  concerning 
its  customs. 

I  assert,  then,  that  at  this  season  of  the'year — from 
jChristmas  to  March — hundreds,  nay  thousands,  of 
small  birds  are  caught  as  Sir  William  avers  his  alba- 
trosses were  not  caught— namely,  by  line  and  hook. 
The  modus  operandi  is  simple  as  it  is  cruel.  A  piece 
of  strong  linen  thread— say  three  feet  long — is  secured. 
To  one  end  is  attached  a  wooden  peg ;  to  the  other,  a 
crooked  pin  or  small  hook.  A  tempting  earthworm 
ensheaths  the  hook,  and  one  snare  is  complete.  But 
the  Cornish  fisher  of  birds  takes  dozens  of  each  with 
him  when  he  meditates  a  day's  "  sport."  To  the  fields 
above  the  cliffs  he  goes,  and  here,  there,  and  every- 
whereldrives  in  the  little  wooden  pegs ;  and, 'presently, 
here,  there,  and  everywhere,  too,  God's  sweet  choristers 
may  be  seen  struggling  in  the  mute  throes  of  a 
liigering,  fluttering  death. 

It  seems  incredible ;  and  yet  I  have  seen  twenty-£wo 
stalwart  fishermen  engaged  in  digging  earthworms  for 
the  above  purpose,  at  the  same  time  !  I  have  seen 
forty  bloody-billed,  silenced  songsters  brought  in  by 
one  youth,  in  one  day !  Subsequently  I  was  shown 
these  forty  music  and  feather  shorn  martyrs  stewing 
together  in  one  pot— one  scanty  meal  for  a  fisherman's 
family  !  Think  of  it :  all  that  music  hushed,  all  that 
suffering  inflicted  —  the  suffering  of  forty  sensitive 
little  birds— to  make  one  paltry  meal !  I  asked  the 
fisherman's  wife  if  she  thought  the  game  was  worth 
the  candle — if  for  so  little  gain  it  was  worth  while  to 
inflict  so  much  torture.  She  was  surprised  by  my 
view — could  not  understand  my  point  at  first.  But 
■before  I  left  her  she  admitted  the  cruelty,  pleading 
that  she  had  never  thought  it  any  different  frorn 
catching  fish.  Indeed,  I  believe  inherited  custom,  and 
long  association  with  the  necessary  cruelties  of  the 
fishing  trade,  have  contributed  to  blunt  the  keen  edge 
of  sensibility  in  an  otherwise  honest,  healthy-minded 
people.-'  Moreover,  there  are  long  spells  of  bad  weather 
when  fishing  at  sea  is  impossible,  and  "fishing"  for 
birds  on  shore  is  easy:  when  "  every  little  helps" — 
even  a  meal  of  grey-birds,  blackbirds,  and  thrushes. 
The  fisherman,  therefore,  must  not  be  judged  without 
reference  to  the  mitigating  circumstances  of  his  pre- 
carious calling. 

Nevertheless,  this  absolute  torture  of  delicate,  highly 
sensitive  birds  is  a  state  of  things  surely  as  abhorrent 
to  the  average  Briton  as  to  several  shocked  but  help- 
less residents  of  Polperro.  That  beautiful  little 
Cornish  village  is  sadly  in  need  of  a  missionary  from 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  personal  thanks 
to  you,  sir,  and  to  those,  your  correspondents,  who 
have  so  valiantly  championed  the  albatross,  for  the 
gratification  you  have  given  me  and  my  friends.  My 
heart  warms  to  "A  Lover  of  Sea  Birds"  ;  and  I  feel 
sure  he  will  approve  of  my  enlarging  on  his  literary 
reference,  by  pointing  out  that  the  SA-mpathy  o'f 
Coleridge  was  not  restricted  to  the  albatross,  but  to 
"  All  things,  both  great  and  small."  You,  sir,  by  your 
determined  defence  of  the  "great"  bird,  laave 
encouraged  me  to  say  a  word  for  the  "  small." — I  am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwaed  Kerr-Lawson. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


There  was  a  numerously  attended  meeting  of 
delegates  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf,  the  president,  occupied  the  chair.  Previous 
to  any  business  being  transacted  the  president,  in  a 
few  well-chosen  words,  moved  a  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
address  to  his  Majesty  the  King  (who  has  always 
taken  a  great  interest  in  angling  as  a  sport), 
expressing  the  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  of  the 
association  in  the  loss  sustained  by  his  Majesty, 
the  Royal  Family,  and  the  nation  by  the  death  of 
our  good  Queen  Victoria,  hoping  that  his  Majesty 
may  long  be  spared  to  his  subjects,  and  enjoy  a 
happy,  beneficent,  and  prosperous  reign.  This 
was  unanimously  adopted,  every  delegate  rising  in 
his  place.  The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  were 
confirmed,  and  included  in  the  correspondence  read 
were  letters  from  the  G.W.R.  and  L.  and  S.W.R. 
intimating  that  in  future  the  minimum  fare  charged 
would  be  Is.  to  any  stations  in  guide  book.  It  was 
agreed  that  colour  of  privilege  ticket  for  the  ensuing 
season  should  be  light  blue.  Matters  concerning 
railway  concessions  on  several  lines  were  reported 
upon.  Mr.  G.  Haynes  (Amicable  Brothers  Angling 
Society)  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  committee  man 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  owing  to  pressure 
of  business,  which  was  accepted  with  regret  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  tendered  him  for  past  services, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling 
Society)  being  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  wrote  regretting  his 
inability  to  attend  owing  to  a  rather  serious  -illness. 
The  secretary  was  directed  to  write  to  him  expressing 
the  sympathy  of  the  delegates,  and  conveying  their 
best  wishes  for  a  speedy  recovery.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
very  kindly  reported  the  recent  work  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  pointing  out  amongst  the 
good  work  done  the  extra  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
appointment  of  a  second  river-keeper,  and  urged  the 
clubs  to  contribute  liberally  to  its  funds.  A  delegate 
suggested  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  live  gorge 
fishing,  and  the  matter  will  receive  the  attention  of 
committee  in  the  near  future.  The  visiting  officer 
reported  a  most  successful  visit  to  the  Peckham 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  when  thirty-four  clubs  were 
well  represented ;  next  one  going  to  the  Royal  George 
Angling  Society.  Two  delegates  attended  from  the 
Regalia  Angling  Societyto  intimate  that  that  society  had 
been  dissolved,  and  handing  over  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society's  collecting  box,  which  was  found 
to  contain  the  sum  of  4s.  The  secretary  reported  that 
the  Elsmore  Cup  had  been  successfully  competed  for 
by  Messrs.  A.  Field  and  Downs,  and  the  early  presenta- 
tion of  same  would  be  arranged.  In  connection  with 
this  matter  Host  Wiles,  of  the  Collingwood,  tad 
rendered  great  service  to  the  committee.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business.  All 
letters  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary.  6,  Priter-road, 
London,  S.E. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
2,083.    Mr.  Francis    Clay,    93,  Leadenhall-street, 
London.    Improvements  in  fishing  tackle. 
18,166.    Fishing.     Patentee :   Mr.  T.  R.  Preedy,  5, 
Church-place,  Piccadilly,  S.W.  Artificial 
bait.    A  buckle  swivel  is  fixed  to  the  bait, 
instead  of  the  usual  wire  ring,  for  the 
attachment  of  the  trace. 


ANSWERS  TO '  COERESPONDENTS. 
Glaslyn. — Send  Is.  2d.  in  stamps  to  Sampson 
Low  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  "Angling,  and  How  to  Angle." 


Corresponbence, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. 1 

THE  SHIP  FISH 
(Histiophorus  nigricans). 

Dear  Sir, — There  are  no  English  or  French  works 
which  will  give  much  assistance  in  determining  the 
fishes  of  the  Caribbean  Sea  or  of  the  continent  of 
South  America.  Perhaps  some  brief  description  may 
be  found  of  about  one  quarter  of  the  genera  and  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  species  inhabiting  these  waters. 

This  genus,  however,  consisting  of  large  migratory, 
predatory  fishes,  has  a  very  wide  range  indeed,  and 
receives  a  passing  notice  in  "  Yarrell,"  who,  in  dealing 
with  its  nearest  ally  in  British  seas— the  swordfish — 
relates  that  a  man  bathing  in  the  Severn,  near 
Worcester,  was  struck  and  killed  by  one  of  these  fish. 


Cuvicr  figures  11.  pulchellus,  which  would  seem  to 
be  closely  allied  to  H.  nigricans,  judging  from  the 
illustration  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Feb.  9.  He 
also  figures  Tclrapturus  bidone,  not  uncommon  in  the 
Mediterranean,  a  good  coloured  plate  of  which  i.s  given 
in  "Gervais  et  Boulart,"  who  state  that  they  have 
been  caught  iwo  metres  long. 

I  have  doubts  as  to  whether  the  genus  Histiophorus 
(IstiophoriLs),  which  was  founded  by  Lacd-pede,  is 
sufficiently  distinct  from  Tr  I  rapt  urns.  The  duplica- 
tion of  the  ventral  rays  and  the  (generally)  larger 
dorsal  fin  are  hardly  sufficient  grounds  on  which  to 
form  a  genus.  Besides  which,  it  is  at  least  doubtful 
whether  such  alleged  points  of  divergence  are 
recognisable  in  a  sufficient  number  of  individuals, 
or  whether  any  number  of  specimens  have  been 
examined. 

In  many  works  I  fear  that  too  much  importance 
has  been  attached  to  single  specimens  of  rare  fish- 
individuals  perhaps  far  from  typical  of  their  kind.— 
Yours  truly,  a.  Worslev. 

[One  writer  says  the  ship  fish  sets  its  big  back  fin 
out  of  the  water,  and  so  is  blown  along  bv  the  winds. 
—Ed.]  ° 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  ON  SOUTH  COAST 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will 
kindly  inform  me,  through  the  columns  of  your  paper 
of  this  week's  issue,  the  names  of  good  trout-fishing 
resorts  on  the  South  Coast,  preferably  Devon  or  Corn- 
wall, and  where  good  sport  may  be  obtained  in 
February  and  Jlarch,  as  I  understand  trout  fishing 
opens  in  the  southern  counties  about  the  middle  of 
this  month.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours 
faithfully,  "  Enthusiast." 

WHAT  BECAME  OF  THE  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Sir,— The  interesting  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Francis  in  your  last  issue  comprises  what  I 
have  always  held  and  have  ample  proof  of,  and  that  is, 
the  almost  pike-like  cannibalistic  habits  of  most  species 
of  lake  trout. '  Lake  trout  are  compelled,  like  char,  to 
adopt  these  obnoxious  habits,  often  owing  to  scarcity 
of  food  and  overstocking  of  the  water.  There  is  no 
doubt,  to  my  mind,  that  the  rainbows  have  all  been 
devoured  by  the  Levens,  and  this,  of  course,  could  be 
proved  if  the  pond  were  netted.  From  the  description, 
the  water  sounds  perfect  rainbow  water,  so  why  mix 
the  breed  ?  I  should  like  to  visit  the  water  should 
Mr.  Francis  feel  inclined  to  communicate  with  me, 
for  the  case  is  an  interesting  one. — Your  obedient 
servant,  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

Earl  of  Denbigh's  Fishery,  Holywell,  N.  Wales. 

[If  the  Loch  Levens  were  much  bigger  than  the 
rainbows,  they  may  have  devoured  the  latter,  but  so 
might  any  other  kind  of  trout  if  starved.  We  do  not 
think  that  Loch  Leven  trout  are  more  cannibalistic 
than  any  other  trout— and  we  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  experience  of  them  in  English  waters. — Ed.] 

THE  "  SILVERFISH  "  OR  "  SPRINGTAIL." 

Dear  Sir, — Since  last  August  the  little  insect  I 
send  you  has  been  in  the  box  without  food.  What  is 
it  ?— Yours  truly,  C.  McPheesos. 

62,  High-street,  Southampton. 

[The  little  chap  died  the  day  after  it  arrived.  Not 
knowing  it,  we  asked  a  naturalist  (Mr.  R.  W.  Lloyd), 
who  very  kindly  sends  us  the  following  interesting 
particulars : — 

"  Order,  Aptera ;  family,  Thysanura  ;  genus,  Lepisma 
Burm. ;  species,  Saccharina,  Linn.  Lepisma  saccharina, 
sometimes  called  Silverfish,  Springtail,  Fringetail,  or 
Bristletails,  occurs  in  houses.  It  is  usually  less  than 
half  an  inch  long,  and  is  covered  with  scales  that  give  it 
a  feebly  metallic  lustre.  There  are  only  two  members 
of  this  family  known  to  Britain.  The  other  is  Ther- 
mobia  furnorum,  has  only  been  known  for  a  few 
years,  and  occurs  in  bakehouses.  The  bakers  call 
these  insects  fire-brats,  apparently  considering  them 
to  be  fond  of  heat. 

"  According  to  Packard,  L.  saccharina  is  very 
common  in  houses,  and  eates  holes  in  silks  and  silken 
tapestry,  and  devours  the  paste  and  mutilates  the 
leaves  of  books.  Dr.  Sharp,  however,  states  that  he 
rather  doubts  if  it  does  injure  books,  and  considers 
that  its  usual  food  is  farinaceous  or  saccharine  matter. 

"  I  once  found  this  or  a  closely  allied  insect  infest- 
ing bags  of  almonds  from  Ispahan,  Persia.  It  was 
chiefly  in  the  matting  which  was  put  round  the  out- 
side of  the  gunny  bags,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
mention  that  the  sight  of  this,  to  the  trade,  unusual 
insect  brought  down  the  price  of  the  almond  to  an 
alarming  extent,  and  they  had  to  be  screened  and 
repacked  before  being  offered  for  sale."] 

WILL  A  BATHING  POND  MAKE  A 
FISH  POND  ? 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  pond  which  was  originally 
constructed  for  bathing  purposes,  about  150  feet  in 
length  and  25  feet  wide,  a  practically  uniform  depth 
of  5J  feet,  walled  sides — straight,  not  sloping— and  a 
perfectly  flat  concrete  bottom. 
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It  is  fed  by  a  spring  at  the  top  end,  and  has  a  hatch 
at  the  other  end  for  the  purpose  of  emptying. 

The  water  remains  practically  clear  as  crystal,  and 
there  is  no  plant  life  in  it  other  than  the  long  filmy 
gauze-like  weed  which  flourishes  in  stagnant  water, 
and  a  moss-like  growth  of  weed,  a  piece  of  which  I 
enclose. 

Can  you  tell  me  if  either  of  these  would  furnish 
food  in  any  way  which  would  sustain  fish  life  ?  Also, 
would  carp,  perch,  or  rudd  exist  in  a  pond  with  such 
a  bottom '?  If  not,  could  it  be  converted  into  such  a 
state  with  little  trouble  that  it  would  maintain  fish 
affording  good  sport,  as  pond  fishing  goes'?  Apparently 
rainbow  trout  would  not  be  a  desirable  species,  judging 
by  the  experience  of  some  of  your  readers. 

I  shall  be  thankful  for  any  advice  you  can  favour 
me  with. — Yours  truly,  "  H.  B. 

■  [We  should  say,  from  the  very  healthy  appearance 
of  the  willow  moss  [FoufinaUs  antipyn'tica)  which 
our  correspondent  sends  us,  that  a  limited  number  of 
fish  would  do  well  in  his  pond ;  but  they  would 
require  feeding,  as  spring  water  is  generally  barren  of 
fish  food  imtil  it  has  run  some  distance  overland  and 
through  weeds.  A  watercress  bed  above  the  pond 
would  be  a  great  help,  especially  if  freshwater  shrimp 
were  introduced.  We  should  like  to  have  the  opinion 
of  some  one  who  has  had  practical  experience  of  a 
long  narrow  deep  pond  of  this  kind.  Fish  of  the  carp 
family  do  best  in  such  places  as  a  rule.  We  have 
known  Prussian  carp  and  rudd  do  well  in  somewhat 
similar  places,  and  afford  good  sport  for  voung  anglers. 
—Ed.] 


MACCARONI  AS  BAIT. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
say  if  he  has  ever  used  macoaroni  as  a  roach  bait, 
boiled,  as  it  is  done  for  maccaroni  cheese,  etc.,  and  let 
get  cold  ■? — Yours  truly,  Banton. 


PISCATORIAL  POST-CARDS. 

Sib, — Some  time  since  a  friend  sent  me  a  post-card 
on  the  letter-side  of  which  was  an  illustration  of  an 
angler  fishing,  lithographed  in  colours,  with  this 
inscription,  "I  am  dropping  you  a  line,"  and  space 
left  for  the  writet  to  use.  I  have  tried  everywhere, 
but  cannot  get  any  similar.  Can  you,  sir,  or  any  of  your 
numerous  readers,  tell  me  where  I  can  procure  any 
cards  like  the  one  I  have  ?  If  properly  known  and 
advertised  judiciously  they  ought  to  sell  well  to  the 
»         lar 'e  body  of  fishermen  in  general. — Yours  truly, 

Bath.  Spinning  Minnow. 


ROACH  AND  TEMPERATURES. 

Sib, — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  the  interesting 
letter  from  "The  Old  Dodo"  under  the  above  heading, 
printed  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  cases  to  which  reference  was  made  by  the  writer 
(namely,  when  it  was  freezing  hard  the  breadcrust  cubes 
became  small  lumps  of  ice  and  had  to  thaw  on  their 
journey  down  stream,  the  fish  taking  them  at  the  end 
of  the  swim ;  and,  secondly,  when,  under  the  same 
conditions  of  wind,  weather,  and  water,  roach  would 
take  nothing)  both  happened  on  the  same  river,  in  the 
same  swim,  and  with  the  same  depth,  say  4ft.  The 
water  on  each  occasion  was  slightly  tinged,  it 
remained  at  one  height,  and  there  was  no  wind  worth 
mentioning. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  when  a  hatch  above  a  fishery 
on  such  rivers  as  the  Colne,  which  has  numerous  mills 
upon  its  banks,  is  raised,  there  is  often  a  sudden  rush 
of  water,  bringing  with  it  all  sorts  of  "muck  "  which 
has  accumulated  at  the  millhead,  and  roach  go  right 
off  feed,  but,  as  such  instances  are  now  very  rare  on 
the  water  I  fished,  this  could  not  be  held  to  account 
for  the  second  incident  I  related.  The  whole  thing  is, 
as  "The  Old  Dodo  "  puts  it,  a  regular  poser. 

I  asked  the  question  whether  roach  were  capable  of 
fasting  for  days  together.  I  ought  perhaps  to  have 
used  the  word  "months"  instead,  for  in  one  part  of 
the  Colne  I  occasionally  visit,  which  is  for  the  most 
part  shallow,  roach  will  bite  scarcely  at  all  in  the 
winter  time.  This  seems  to  be  due  to  the  want  of 
deep  swims,  and  the  thinness  of  the  river  generally. 

As  to  preparing  breadcrust,  many  soak  it  some  hours 
first ;  others,  myself  included,  get  it  ready  in  the  follow- 
ing quick  and  reliable  fashion :  Take  the  bottom  crust  of 
a  cottage  loaf  (the  best  for  the  purpose)  with  as  few 
air  holes  in  it  as  possible,  pare  off  the  outside  brittle 
skin  of  the  brown  side,  and  whittle  down  the  white 
portion  until  the  slice  is  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick. 
Cut  this  with  a  sharp  knife  on  a  wooden  platter  into 
cubes,  and  place  the  latter  in  an  empty  tin  tobacco 
box.  Pour  water  in  it  and  empty  it  out  again 
instantly  by  nearly  closing  the  box  and  holding  it  on 
the  side.  Shut  the  box,  place  it  in  the  creel,  and  by 
the  time  the  river  is  reached  the  cubes  will  have 
absorbed  the  superfluous  moisture,  and  have  swollen 
and  become  soft  and  fit  for  the  hook.  By  inserting 
the  barb  of  the  hook  in  the  white  side  first  and  burying 
it  in  the  brown  half  the  crust  will  keep  on  admirably, 
although  when  the  line  is  recovered  at  the  end  of  a 
long  swim  it  must  be  drawn  carefully  through  the 


water ;  there  must  be  no  strike  when  the  float  has 
reached  the  limit  allowed  it,  or  the  bait  will,  of  course, 
come  off,  and  will  require  to  be  renewed  at  each  cast. 
— Yours  faithfully,  H.  A.  R. 

CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  interesting  letters . 
which  have  lately  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on 
the  above  subject,  if  one  of  your  cori'espondents  would 
kindly  give  me  the  following  information  I  should  be 
most  grateful. 

(1)  What  sized  reel  is  most  suitable,  and  what 
description  of  line  is  found  to  run  easily  with  the 
smallest  risk  of  "  overrunning,"  which  a  line  is  so  apt 
to  do  on  a  Nottingham  reel,  especially  in  tlie  hands 
of  an  angler  who  is  not  an  expert  in  its  use  in  this 
particular  way  ? 

(2)  Having  learnt  to  make  the  cast  properlj',  when 
winding  up  the  line,  is  it  advisable  to  do  so  in  the 
ordinary  way,  or  to  wind  up  a  few  yards  only  at  a 
time,  allowing  the  bait  to  stop  and  sink  a  little  before 
commencing  again  ? 

(3)  Is  it  an  advantage,  or  otherwise,  to  have  the  line 
weighted  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  bait  is  of  sufficient  weight 
to  aid,  so  to  say,  the  line  in  running,  that,  unless  you 
wish  to  fish  very  deep,  it  is  unnecessary,  but  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  an  expert.  The 
chief  difficulty,  I  should  think,  would  be  to  know 
exactly  how  much,  or  how  little,  pressure  to  put  on 
the  reel,  so  that  the  line  may  run  out  smoothly,  and 
not  too  much. — Yours,  etc.,  W.  H.  C. 


CHANGE  TO  IMAGO  OF  MAY  FLY,  Etc. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  trans-Shannonite  May  Fly 
angler  supporting  Mr.  F.  S.  Perkins's  remarks  in 
recent  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  allow  me  to  say  I 
have  often  watched  these  flies  rising  from  clear  depths 
in  Lough  Arrow  on  dry,  calm,  bright  days  with 
refracted  sun  enough  to  split  the  skin  down  one's 
nose.  The  insect  came  up  with  less  wriggling  than 
gnats  exhibit,  the  knob  on  the  shoulders  burst,  the  fly 
came  forth  ;  rapidly  unfolding  its  wings,  it  sprang  off 
the  water  and  was  fluttering  away  upwards  within  one 
minute.  On  dull  days,  with  some  wind  and  a  good 
soft  "curl"  on  the  water,  the  process  might  take  five 
minutes  or  more,  the  flies  beiiig  blown  along  or  over 
and  over,  unable  to  ascend.  This  was  the  time  to  look 
out  for  the  rise  of  a  lusty  trout. 

Touching  "  Mona's "  interesting  communication 
{Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  2),  I  have  always  understood 
that  plaster-of-Paris  is  the  best  material  for  fish  casts, 
the  making  of  which  was  well  described  in  one  of  your 
late  issues.  The  placing  of  wires  so  as  to  be  concealed 
within  projecting  fins  and  tail  to  strengthen  these 
might  be  suggested,  and  any  oil  would  prevent  the 
plaster  adhering  to  the  fish  or  surfaces  to  be  separated. 

I  have  a  high-priced  split-cane  steel-centred  trout 
rod,  by  a  well-known  London  maker.  I  found  this 
inclined  to  take  a  "  set "  near  the  top  joint,  and  had  it 
repaired  twice.  I  have  not  yet  used  it  since  the  second 
time  this  was  done,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  rain 
had  interfered  with  the  cement,  though  it  seemed  to 
have  a  thick  coating  of  varnish.  Before. the  "set" 
was  observed  no  rod  could  have  given  greater 
satisfaction. 

So  far  as  my  experience  of  "  pot-hunting,"  or  "  pot- 
fishing,"  goes — the  truest  test  of  which  is  willingness 
to  surrender  the  fish  caught  for  the  sake  of  catching 
them — it  appears  to  me  that  all  foreign  fishermen,  or 
almost  all  I  have  met  with,  however  adroit,  are  pot- 
hunters more  than  sportsmen,  no  matter  how  finely 
the  distinction  may  be  drawn.  They  may  acquire  a 
sporting  love  of  fishing,  but  the  original  incentive  to 
fish,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  is,  I  think,  largely 
connected  with  what  is  to  be  got  as  to  ultimate 
success.  I  have  heard  of  some  good  fishing  in  rivers 
of  North- Western  France,  where  it  was  advisable  for 
foreigners  to  lose  a  fish  rather  than  land  it,  to  avoid 
being  stoned  from  high  banks  above,  by  sporting  (?) 
natives  on  the  watch. 

In  conclusion,  regarding  the  spelling  of  the  popular 
name  of  the  stoneloach  by  some  of  your  correspondents, 
the  letters  collyah,  thus  phonetically  arranged,  seem 
to  give  the  Hibernian  sound  of  the  name,  when  not 
amplified  as  collyah  rhu  (red).  I  hardly  know  what 
it  is  called  in  England  and  in  Scotland,  or,  more 
probably,  I  forget.— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  going  to  Germany  or 
its  neighbourhood  for  trout  fishing  at  Easter.  Could 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  hints  as  to 
where  to  go  and  how  to  get  there  ? — Yours  truly, 

G.  Taylor. 


LOCH  TAY  PHANTOMS. 

Sir, — The  best  size  is  four  and  a  half  inch.  You 
could  take  also  five  to  five  and  a  half  inch. 

The  Dark  Red  Brown  is  favom-ite  colour  just  now  ; 
the  Blue  and  Silver  seems  to  be  off. 

The  Phantom  ia  the  best  bait — also  you  are  better 
with  a  wire  trace.  Salmon. 


RESTOCKING  TROUT  WATERS. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  Mr.  Wilson's  theory 
that  the  rainbows  were  eaten  by  the  brown  trout 
already  in  the  lake,  it  is  possible,  of  course,  that  some 
disappeared  in  this  manner ;  but,  as  there  are  alwaj-s 
numbers  of  small  brown  trout  to  be  seen,  is  it  likely 
that  the  rainbows  would  be  eaten  and  the  small  farios 
remain  untouched  ?  Then,  again  (and  this  I  omitted 
to  state  in  my  last  letter),  some  minnows  were  turned 
into  the  lake  a  few  years  ago,  and  have  since  increased 
in  numbers  and  size  to  a  remarkable  extent,  sometimes 
being  caught  nearly  four  inches  long.  Whilst  men- 
tioning this  fact,  I  should  like  to  ask  what  size 
minnows  grow  to  under  favourable  conditions,  and 
what  would  be  considered  a  specimen. — Yoiu-s  faith- 
fully, Little  Mill. 


LONG  TIN  CASE  FOR  HOLDING  LEDGER 
TACKLE. 

DfeAR  Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  uses 
of  the  "  Lodger-case  "  which  I  now  have  the  pleasure 
of  sending  you.  It  is  an  old  invention  of  mine,  and  I 
venture  to  think  you  will  like  it.  As,  of  ccurse,  we  all 
know,  the  important  thing  is  to  have  the  gut  perfectly 
straight,  and  it  should  also  be  kept  "air  tight"  and 
"  light  tight."  That  is  where  the  "  Ledger-case  "  comes 
in.  The  ordinary  ledger  lead  is  apt  to  get  twisted,  or 
jammed  in  between  stones,  or  to  stick  in  the  mud ; 
and  indeed  in  many  instances  you  miss  the  welcome 
"  tug  "  altogether.  This  little  idea  of  mine  obviates  all 
that,  and  if  you  throw  the  ledger  lead  into  a  basin  of 
water  you  will  see  that  it  will  "  cock  "  instantly. — 
Yours  very  truly,  E.  G.  Burling. 

[The  "case"  Mr.  Burling  sends  consists  of  a  tin 
tube  nearly  four  feet  long  (something  like  a  billiard 
cue  case) :  inside  is  a  length  of  bamboo  with  a  cork 
glued  on  each  end.  The  ledger  is  passed  over  cuts  in 
the  cork  and  then  secured,  so  that  it  resembles 
somewhat  the  bow  of  a  fiddle.  No  doubt  it  is  an 
excellent  way  of  keeping  ledger  tackles,  and  quite 
inexpensive,  but  a  little  too  cumbersome,  we  fear,  for 
most  anglers. — Ed.] 


TUNA  AND  TUNNY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  "Sarcelle"  is  quite  right  in, 
supposing  the  tuna  of  the  Pacific  to  be  identical  with 
the  tiiwiy  of  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean,  as  the 
tunny  {Thymus  irulgaris,  Cuv.)  is  found  on  the  west  j 
coast  of  America,  and  is  fairly  common. 

In  1866  I  hooked  several  tunnies  in  the  Bosphorus, 
but,  fishing  from  a  ship  at  anchor,  I  could  not  hold 
the  fish,  which  invariably  in  the  first  rush  broke  the  J 
hook,  my  line  being  too  short.    I  used  a  good-sized  % 
single  hook  and  a  cod  line.    I  do  not  see  why  good  I 
sport  with  the  tunny  should  not  be  had  in  the  I 
Bosphorus  and  Dardanelles,  provided  proper  tackle  • 
and  "  kaiks  "  are  used.    There  is  certainly  no  need  to 
go  as  far  as  California  to  fight  the  tunny,  as  immense  ^ 
numbers  of  this  species  pass  the  straits  going  inio  the 
Black  Sea  and  returning. — Yours  faithfully, 

Helsingfors,  Sweden.  Alex.  Hintze. 


FISH  OF  THE  VAAL  AND  MODDER  RIVERS 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette 
you  say  that  "From  the  Front"  you  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Reuben  Heaton  about  a  fish  Tommy  Atkins  • 
catches  in  the  Orange  River  called  a  kind  of  barbel.    I  ■ 
have  caught  in  my  twelve  years  in  the  country  many 
hundreds  of  them.    We  used  to  call  them  "  barber  " — 
something  like  a  barbel,  but  with  a  hard,  pike-shaped  " 
head    like   a    gurnard.     Perhaps  it  may  interest 
"Tommy"  to  know  that  the  best  lure  I  found  was  ^ 
blue  mottled  soap.    In  my  days  the  great  difficulty  • 
was  to  get  it  soft  enough  to  put  on  the  hook.    I  found 
a  large  hooli  the  best.    Another  nice  fish,  and  better 
eating,  is  the  "  yellow  fish  "  :  a  worm  I  found  the  best 
bait  for  that. 

When  we  were  hard  up  for  a  feed  and  had  no  rods  : 
with  us,  we  found  a  dynamite  cartridge  very  useful,  ' 
and  that  brought  up  a  lot  of  yellow  fish  and  mud  fish. 
The  mud  fish  has  a  very  small;  mouth  :  I  never  caught 
one  with  a  hook.   Dynamite  does  not  affect  the  barber 
a  bit. — Yours  truly,  H.  N.  Campbell. 

P-S. — I  have  taken  some  very  large  barber,  but ; 
yellow  fish  and  mud  fish  run  small,  especially  the 
latter.  :] 


"  THANKS  FOR  THE  TOBACCO." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  sent  you  this  letter  showing  that 
the  tobacco  sent  by  4he  anglers,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  has  reached  its  proper  destination,  I  having 
received  some,  the  first  present  received  after  coming 
home  from  South  Africa.  It  is  highly  prized  by  the 
men,  and  enjoyed,  after  the  stuff  that  had  to  be 
substituted  for  tobacco. 

I  am  glad  to  see  how  open-hearted  the  people  of 
England  have  been  towards  the  soldier.  I  have  sent 
this  on  behalf  of  all  who  have  received  the  tobacco. 
Hoping,  sir,  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  taken  of  sending 
you  this  note,— I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Corporal  A.'Mayhew. 

14a  Ward,  Netley  Hospital, 
Hants,  Feb.  11. 
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THE  PIEST  FISH  OF  THE 
SEASON. 


It  will  be  the  end  of  February  before  the 
accumulations  of  snow  have  disappeared,  and  the 
rivers  and  streams  get  into  proper  fettle.  "As 
the  day  lengthens  the  frost  strengthens,"  and  we 
earnestly  advise  those  who  are  on  the  eve  of 
departure  for  their  spring  quarters  to  put  it  off 
meantime  till  better  times  set  in.  Come  a  fresh 
to-morrow  it  will  be  several  days  before  sport  can 
be  rife,  but  meantime  there  is  little  prospect  of 
the  wished-for  thorough  fresh. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  set -in  of 
Arctic  conditions  of  the  severest  description,  sport 
would  have  been  rife  all  over  the  first  sixty  miles 
of  the  Dee  on  the  opening  day.  In  the  Ballater 
district  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  get  to  the 
river,  and  when  it  was  accomplished  Messrs. 
Millar  and  Griffiths,  who  have  the  water  between 
them,  spent  the  afternoon  trying  to  get  over  the 
"  grue,"  but  had  to  give  it  up.  It  was  the  second 
day  before  Mr.  Griffiths  drew  first  blood  in  a  fish  of 
V^lb.,  which  was  followed  by  another  of  8ilb.  On 
the  Glentana  waters,  Campbell  landed  one  of  111b 
on  Wednesday,  after  spending  a  couple  of  days 
breakmg  the  ice  before  he  could  get  his  fly  out. 

The  first  fish  was  got  on  Mr.  Heaven's  Forest  of 
Birse  water  on  Monday  afternoon  by  two  gUlies 
who  had  a  fish  each,  and  by  old  John  Harper  on 
the  Dess  water,  who  creeled  one  of  Silb.  just  as 
dayhght  was  fading  in  the  west,  and  his  line 
begiimmg  to  freeze  up  with  the  night  frosts.  On 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  where  the  river  was 
more  open,  better  sport  was  had,  but  altogether 
not  more  than  a  dozen  fish  were  killed  on  the 
opening  days  in  place  of  some  hundreds,  all  on 
account  of  the  storm. 

All  are  agreed  that  a  fine  head  of  spring  fish  are 
forward  in  the  pools  on  Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  etc.,  and 
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the  weights  akeady  secui'ed  prove  that  the  quality 
is  of  a  very  high  order  for  the  opening  of  the 
season.  Six  and  seven  pounds  are  the  common 
weights  on  the  Dee  during  the  opening  months, 
but  this  year  seven  and  a  half  and  eight  and  a  half 
pounds  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  and, 
when  eleven  and  twelve  pounds  are  recorded,  then 
the  weights  are  much  above  the  average.  The 
quality  and  weight  of  tlie  fish  got  at  the  netting 
stations,  both  in  the  river  and  the  sea,  arc  also 
above  the  average. 

"  Last  year's  grilse  is  this  year's  spring  fish  "  is 
a  common  saying  of  the  fisherman,  and  as  last 
year's  grilse  were  late  in  coming  on,  and  abnormally 
heavy  all  along  the  east  coast— as  was  noted  at 
the  time,  being  four,  five,  and  six  pounds  in  place 
of  two,  three,  and  four  pounds  weight— it  would 
natiu-ally  be  anticipated  that  this  season's  early 
spring  fish  would  follow  with  a  correspondingly 
heavier  average ;  and  such  is  the  case  as  regards 
the  fish  already  obtained. 

A  101b.  fish  was  killed  on  the  Nether  Don 
waters,  but  sport  was  at  a  standstill  farther  inland 
on  account  of  the  ice  closure. 

The  Spey,  however,  was  comparatively  open 
particularly  on  the  middle  and  lower  waters,  and 
here  the  fishermen  on  the  Aberlour,  Arndilly,  and 
Craigellachie  reaches  had  a  fish  each  of  91b.  apiece 
on  Monday. 

To  the  early  spring  angler  it  is  by  no  means  a 
light  matter  to  find  himself  snowed  up  in  a  way- 
side mn,  with  nothing  to  do  but  toast  his  toes  to 
keep  them  warm.  "  Far  from  the  madding  crowd  " 
may  be  pleasant  enough  in  the  burning  heats  of  a 
July  summer,  or  in  the  quiet  zephyrs  of  an  autumn 
night,  but,  when  Arctic  conditions  reign  supreme, 
then  the  hapless  angler  has  to  be  pitied  indeed! 
A  day  or  two  of  merely  being  snowed  off  the  water 
IS  nothing,  and  may  be  looked  for  almost  during 
any  and  every  season.  It  is  when  the  stonn  lasts 
through  weeks  of  blind  drift,  choked  roads,  a  river 
frozen  over  either  in  whole  or  part,  and  nothing 
but  the  cheerless  whiteness  of  the  ever-falling  and 
drifting  snow,  that  shakes  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
most  sanguine  and  hopeful,  and  makes  him  query 
whether  the  game  be  worth  the  candle  after  all. 
Yet  when  the  silver  lining  begins  to  broaden,  and 
the  hope  which  springs  eternal  in  the  human 
breast  mounts  higher  and  higher,  these  dark  days 
are  soon  forgotten.  The  backbone  of  the  season 
lies  m  the  head  of  fish  forward  in  the  various 
pools,  and  when  this  is  satisfactory  the  season  is 
bound  to  redeem  itself  and  prove  a  good  one  in  the 
long-run. 

It  is  just  twelve  years  since  fresh-run  sprmg  fish 
were  found  so  far  inland  on  the  Earn,  Dee,  and 
bpey  as  has  been  the  case  this  year,  and  so  well 
spread  over  the  various  pools  in  the  middle  and 
upper  reaches  ;  but  it  was  only  last  spring,  and 
again  m  189S,  when  the  opening  prospects  were  as 
heavily  handicapped  with  unpropitious  weather. 

Last  year  was  nothing  to  the  conditions  of  1895, 
yet  it  was  bad  enough,  and,  although  a  record 
season  was  made  on  some  sections  where  the  fish 
were  thickly  crowded  together,  yet  other  beats 
were  fairly  poverty- struck  for  the  presence  of  a 
single  hn.  When  they  came,  they  came  in  shoals, 
and  were  then  gone.  It  was  then  that  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  made  his  record  on  the  Helmsdale,  and 
Mr.  Deverell  his  on  the  Dee. 

Durmg  the  opening  week  six  fish  were  creeled 
on  the  Ballater  waters  of  the  Dee,  three  on  the 
Glentana  reaches,  eight  on  the  Aboyne  waters 
eight  on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section,  and  some 
eighteen  in  the  Banchory  district.  Forty-thi-ee 
fash  over  a  district  of  as  many  miles.  If  such  has 
been  done,  under  such  Arctic  conditions  as  pre- 
vailed, by  the  few  rods  caring  to  try— and  only 
those  who  had  to  face  them  know  what  like  they 
were  m  reality— it  can  be  easily  imagined  what  a 
grand  opening  there  would  have  been  with  any- 
thing like  half  a  chance ;  and  what  is  true  of  the 
Dee  applies  to  other  streams  more  or  less  on  the 
east  coast. 

The  netters  also  are  having  a  hard  time  of  it 
as  far  as  weather  is  concerned,  although  it  has 
moderated  to  a  considerable  extent  since  the 
openmg  days  of  a  fortnight  ago. 

The  first  catches  have  been  highly  satisfactory, 
both  m  quantity  and  quality.  The  opening  days, 
however,  were  so  rough  that  the  supply  was  very 
limited,  and  an  opening  price  of  2s.  6d.  per  pound 
was  easily  obtained,  both  in  London  and  Aberdeen 
the  two  centres  for  Scottish  sahnon.  As  the  nets 
were  got  down,  however,  the  supplies  increased, 


and  soon  Ithe  prices  dropped  to  Is.  8d.,  a  much 
hea  thier  rate  than  2s.  6d.  per  pound.  To  the 
angler  the  market  rate  is  a  good  index  to  the 
supply  of  fish  on  the  coast,  and  tlie  prospects  of 
spoit  generally  later  on.  The  spring  fishing  is  not 
like  the  summer  grilse  netting.  When  lots  of  fish 
are  being  got  by  the  netsman  in  the  spring,  the 
angler  may  confidently  set  it  down  that  they  are 
not  all  into  his  trap,  and  that  his  turn  will  come 
by  and  by.  Not  so  during  the  summer  gi-ilse  run. 
Then  the  rivers  are  small,  the  fish  move  in  large 
shoals,  and  when  the  netsman  gets  them  he  gets 
them  all.  q  ^ 

SPOET  WITH  TARPON  AND  TUNA 
COMPAEED. 


This  very  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  F.  Gray 
Griswold,  who  is  referred  to,  and  whose  portrait 
was  given,  m  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  quite 
convincingly  proves  that,  if  you  kno  w  hxnv  to  do  it, 
both  tarpon  and  tuna  can  be  brought  to  the  gaff  in 
far  less  time,  weight  for  weight,  than  is  required  to 
kill  a  salmon.  But  then  you  do  not  use  chain 
traces  and  immensely  strong  hooks  and  lines  for 
salmon.    You  must  use  gut.— E.  B.  Marston. 

Editor  Forest  and  Stream. 

During  the  last  two  years  I  have  read  so  many 
articles  m  Forest  and  Stream  concerning  tarpon 
versus  tuna  fishing  that  I  think,  perhaps,  a  few 
words  from  a  man  who  has  killed  both  fish  may 
not  be  out  of  place. 

It  is  not  .'easy  to  compare  the  two  kinds  of 
fishing,  nor  to  say  which  fi.sh  is  more  game,  the 
tarpon  or  the  tuna,  for  they  act  very  differently. 
It  IS  safe  to  say  that  they  are  imbued  with  quite 
different  ideas  when  first  hooked.  The  tarpon  has 
no  fear  of  boat  or  fisherman  :  his  only  idea  is  to 
shake  the  hook  loose,  and  to  do  this  he"  jumps  out 
of  the  water,  and  will  do  so  several  times  if  you 
fight  him  hard.  The  harder  you  fight  him  'the 
more  he  jumps,  and  the  quicker  he  comes  to  gaff. 
I  have  never  had  a  tarpon  take  more  than  250  feet 
of  line,  and  that  in  a  tideway.  I  have  heard  of 
fish  that  have  taken  more,  but  am  only  telling  of 
my  own  experience.  The  tuna,  on  the  contrary,  is 
off  m  a  wild  rush  the  moment  he  feels  the  hook 
and  I  have  had  650  feet  of  line  taken  from  me 
before  I  could  stop  my  fish.  He  ihen  dwells, 
perhaps  sounds,  then  runs  again,  perhaps  twice, 
then  sounds  as  a  rule.  Prom  that  time  on  it  is  a 
question  of  "  pumping  "  your  fish  up  to  the  boat  if 
you  wish  to  kill  the  fish  and  not  to  allow  him  to 
commit  suicide  by  towing  you  about.  With  proper 
tackle  either  fish  should  be  killed  and  gaffed  within 
thirty  minutes,  barring  accidents.  If  you  are 
fortmiate  enough  to  hook  your  tima  in  the  upper 
jaw,  and  hold  him  hard  during  his  first  run,  he 
comes  to  the  surface  practically  drowned,  and  if 
you  are  quick'  it  takes  but  a  few  minutes  to  brin^' 
him  to  gaff'.  " 

The  method  of  fishing  for  tuna  is  to  troll  from 
a  power  launch,  or  from  a  row-boat  astern  of  such 
a  launch,  with  a  flying  fish  for  bait.  The  tima 
follows  the  bait,  strikes  at  the  head  and  turns  as  he 
strUies,  so  that  he  is  generally  hooked  in  the  corner 
of  the  mouth  and  makes  his  rim  with  his  moutli 
closed.  To  kill  hinxin  such  cases  you  must  tii-e 
hnn  out.  The  water  is  very  deep  off  Catalina— 
hundreds  of  feet  deep.  When  yom-  fish  sounds,  if 
you  wait  a  few  moments  he  will  discover  that  the 
pressm-e  of  the  water  is  more  comfortable  nearer 
the  surface.  The  great  depth  of  water  is  an 
advantage  as  well  as  a  discomfort  to  the  fish. 

I  proved  to  my  own  satisfaction  years"  since 
that  every  tarpon  should  be  brought  to  gaff  within 
thirty  minutes,  and  went  to  Catalina  Island  to  see 
if  the  same  could  be  done  ^vith  the  tuna,  with  the 
following  result  :— 

1900. 

June  5— Tuna,  1501b.,  2  hours  20  minutes 
June  6— Tuna,  1301b.,  1  hour  17  minutes 
June  8— Tuna,  1021b..  19  minutes. 
June  9— Tuna,  1231b.,  19  mmutes  ;  tuna,  1041b., 
45  minutes.  . 

June  10-Tuna,  1181b.,  27  minutes;-  tuna,  881b:, 
20  minutes  ;  tuna,  1001b.,  17  minutes. 

June  11— Tuna,  991b.,  15  minutes;'  tuna,  lOHlb, 
14  minutes;  tuna,  621b.,  8  minutes;  tuna,  1091b- 
9  minutes;  tuna,  1181b.,  20  minutes.  "' 
Total,  thirteen  fish,  14111b. 
I  fought  my  first  fish  with  a  rod  that  had  a 
fiaw  m  it,  and  the  reel  was  spread  h\  the  second 
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hah,  vet  I  iueraged  about  thirty  minutes  on  the 
thirteen,  and  five  of  them  I  Ivilled  m  one  day  in  six 
hours'  fishing.  I  used  a  stmit  rod,  a  Vom  Hofe 
Star  reel,  holding  800  feet  of  No.  22  Hall  line,  and 
a  Van  Meek  tarpon  trolling  hook  with  s\vi\  el  and 
piano  ^\■ire  snood. 

The  leaping  tuna  do  not  jump  after  being 
hooked,  but  do  when  chasing  schools  of  flying  fish, 
hence  the  epithet. 

Now  to  answer  the  question,  Which  is  the 
more  game— the  fish  that  stands  and  fights,  the 
tarpon  ;  or  the  tmia,  the  fish  that  runs  away,  then 
holds  on  and  fights  till  the  last  moment  ?  I  say 
the  tarpon.  Yet  there  is  no  sea-fishing  sensation 
equal  to  the  first  grand  run  of  a  hooked  tuna,  and 
he  is  a  harder  fish  to  kill  than  the  tarpon.  Try  it ! 
The  season  is  from  June  1  to  July  15. 

F.  Gray  Griswold. 


A  KUN  BOUND  lEELAND.* 


Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  is — but  there,  every 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  knows,  by  repute 
at  any  rate,  the  hon.  librarian  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  popular  member  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Association.  An  angler  of  ripe  experience, 
anything  he  hfs  to  say  on  the  subject  of  fresh  and 
salt  water  fishing  at  once  commands  attention  and 
respect.  And  so  it  happened  that  I  was  invited  to 
assist  at  a  discourse  he  was  announced  to  give  at 
the  Holborn  Restam-ant  on  last  Monday  week, 
called  "  A  Run  roimd  Ireland."    I  was  not  sur- 


largc  pike  and  jierch,  and  "  monstroiis  "  trout  at 
the  edges  of  the  deeps  (taken,  however,  only  hy 
spinning).  The  two  anglers  went  to  Lough  Foyle, 
but,  by  reason  of  the  lownoss  of  the  lake,  sport  was 
indifferent.  Journeying  to  Lough  Shillin,  in  co. 
Cavan,  the  same  bad  luck  continued  with  them, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  too  late  for  the 
best  of  the  fishing.  They,  however,  took  some 
grand  perch,  specimens  up  to  31b.  in  weight 
having  been  caught.  Meat  here  was  apparently  at 
a  discount,  for  it  was  mentioned  that  for  want  of 
something  better  they  had  to  eat  the  perch  they 
bagged — and  rare  good  fare  it  was.  Tourists  taking 
the  Lame  route  were  advised  to  see  the  Giants' 
Causeway,  the  Devil's  Eye,  and  the  famous  Rope 
Bridge,  composed  of  two  cables  with  a  boarding  of 
planks  lashed  on,  extending  over  a  channel  sixty 
feet  wide,  and  joining  the  mainland  to  Carrick-on- 
Rede.  From  the  picture  of  this  bridge,  the  cross- 
ing operation  seemed  fraught  with  a  good  deal  of 
danger,  and  only  those  with  nerves  of  iron  were 
recommended  to  try  the  experiment  of  negotiating 
it.  The  least  slip,  and  disaster  was  certain.  A 
curiosity,  in  the  shape  of  an  hotel  bill  for  a  week's 
board  and  lodging  at  Finea,  was  reproduced  in  fac- 
smiile  on  the  sheet.  £1  7s.  was  the  smii  total  of 
the  account,  but,  strange  to  relate,  there  was 
no  charge  for  "  Kinahan,"  the  most  elementary 
feature,  one  would  imagine,  of  the  necessities  of  the 
great  body  of  anglers !  It  can  -only  be  assumed 
that  the  party  drank  milk,  or  else  took  their  own 
I  intoxicants  with  them.  Portrush  was  referred  to 
'  as  being  the  headquarters  for  the  Bann,  one  of  the 


I  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  informed  his  hearers,  that  he  made 
his  first  attempt  to  throw  a  salmon  fly  over  thirty 
years  ago.  The  fly  went  up  a  tree — hardly  a  likely 
place  to  find  a  salmon,  one  would  say  !  Coming 
on  to  Wicklow,  which  had  been  described  as  the 
garden  of  Ireland,  and  which  was  thought  a  great 
deal  of  by  "  Hi  Regan,"  a  pretty  plate  of  the 
Vale  of  Avoca  appeared,  followed  by  nixmerous 
picturesque  glens,  almost  tropical  in  appearance, 
waterfalls,  cascades,  little  tidbits  of  scenery,  so 
dear  to  the  heart  of  the  photogi'apher.  Ireland,  it 
was  observed,  was  not  a  country  of  stones,  waste, 
and  potato  patches,  as  some  imagined.  Its  scenery 
was  grand  in  some  places,  quiet  and  restful  in 
others,  and  every  joart  he  had  visited  was  well 
worth  seeing. 

Having  spoken  in  somewhat  general  terms  of 
Irish  fishing,  the  lectm-er  brought  his  audience 
down  to  the  more  unportant  part  perhaps  of  the 
paper — namely,  that  relating  to  the  visits  he  had 
paid  with  other  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
to  the  famous  Lough  Derg  for  May  Fly  fishing. 
On'  the  first  occasion  the  party  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Harden,  Bywaters,  Major  Graham  Gordon,  and 
himself.  They  had  proposed  staying  at  Dromineer, 
but  the  hotel  accommodation  was  scanty,  and  they 
had  to  cross  the  lough  and  put  iip  at  Mount 
Shannon.  The  "  hotel  "  here  was  not  so  pretentious 
as  the  Cecil,  being  a  very  primitive  -  looking 
building,  but  comfortable  nevertheless.  They  were 
only  a  short  time  here,  as  they  had  to  make  room 
for  other  guests  who  had  taken  the  precairtion  to 
book  their  rooms  long  in  advance.    They  slept  out 


prised  to  see  the  large  handsome  salon,  holding 
the  most  unique  and  representative  collection  of 
preserved  specimens  to  be  seen  anywhere  in  the 
country,  filled  with  a  critical  and  appreciative 
audience.  Every  one  who  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  lecturer  knew  full 
weU  that  the  paper  would  not  err  on  the  side  of 
mediocrity  or  dulness,  and  that  the  views  (taken 
from  over  one  hundred  photographs)  which  were 
to  illustrate  it  would  be  of  the  highest  class,  I 
may  at  once  say  that  no  one  was  disappointed : 
on  the  contrary,  everybody  joined  most  heartily  in 
the  :proposal  put  by  Major  Graham  Gordon  from 
the  chair  at  the  close  of  the  entertainment,  that 
the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  accorded  to  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf  for  the  excellent  paper  entertauiment 
he,  with  his  son,  who  had  the  lantern  under  his 
own  special  care,  had  provided. 

And  now  for  the  lecture  itself.  It  was  lucid,  rich 
in  anecdote,  and  full  of  the  most  useful  particulars 
as  to  ^here  to  go  fishing  in  Ireland,  how  to  fish 
the  various  loughs,  the  kind  of  sport  to  be  met 
with,  and  the  dozen  and  one  little  items  of  informa- 
tion of  rare  service  to  anybody  paying  an  initial 
visit  to  the  island.  An  enlarged  map  of  the  country 
was  first  displayed,  and  an  idea  given  of  the  route 
to  be  followed  in  the  imaginary  run  round  the 
country.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf's  first  trip  was  made 
three  -years  ago,  and  he  had  for  his  companion 
Major  Graham  Gordon.  Belfast  was  chosen  as  the 
starting-place.  One  of  the  finest  loughs  in  Ireland 
—Lough  Neagh — was  tried.    This  water  holds  very 
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best  of  the  northern  rivers,  and  Londonderry, 
whence  one  could  easily  reach  Lough  Foyle,  as  also 
the  river  of  that  name.  From  Londonderry  the 
journey  might  be  continued  to  Portsalon  for  Lough 
Swilly,  "  the  lake  of  shadows."  Loughs  Kiel,  Fern, 
and  Erne  were  portrayed,  and  views  given  of  Innis- 
killen.  The  rums  of  Devenish  Abbey,  with  its 
round  tower,  made  a  capital  picture,  and  in  this 
connection  it  was  mentioned  that  round  towers  are 
very  numerous  all  over  Ireland.  They  seem  to 
have  been  in  all  cases  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  a  church  or  monastery,  and  were  probably 
used  as  strongholds  in  which  in  time  of  danger  the 
ecclesiastics  could  retreat  with  then-  valuables. 
Another  tower  at  Holy  Island,  and  one  at  Monaster- 
brice,  were  shown,  thelatter,  with  its  celebrated  cross, 
being  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the  country. 
From  Inniskillen  to  Sligo  was  but  a  short  run. 
This  latter  town  has  the  advantage  of  having  good 
fishing  waters,  and  being  within  short  drives  of 
Loughs  Gara,  Arrow,  and  Kay,  all  three  good  for 
the  May  Fly.  Lough  Gill  was  a  lovely  lake— 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  enchanting,  and  the  fishing 
in  it  was  excellent.  The  best  specimens  were  taken 
with  a  spinning  bait— the  case  with  all  Irish  loughs. 
On  the  west  coast  Sligo  was  undoubtedly  the  best 
place  to  stay  at.  The  hotels  were  comfortable, 
and,  although  Lough  Gill  was  not  free,  yet  per- 
mission was  always  given  to  fish  it.  The 
beautiful  Erriff  Valley,  in  county  Mayo,  with  the 
Leenane  running  through  it— the  latter  being  well 
spoken  of  as  an  anglingriver,Lough  Mask,  and  Lough 
Carrib  having  been  touched  upon,  a  jump  was  made 
down  to  Killamey,  some  views  of  this  charming 
district  being  particularly  choice.    Here  it  was, 


in  the  "  Palace,"  a  three-roomed  real  Irish  cottage 
built  of  stone,  with  two  windows  and  a  door.  One 
of  the  snapshots  depicted  Mr.  Harden  and  Mr. 
Bywaters  performing  their  morning  ablutions  out- 
side the  entrance.  There  was  only  one  street  in 
Mount  Shannon,  but  there  were  several  hovels  in 
ruins.  In  every  part  of  Ireland  the  speaker  went 
to  he  came  across  tumbled-down  cottages.  It  was 
a  land  of  ruins,  but  not  a  ruined  land.  The  lecturer 
paid  a  second  visit  to  Lough  Derg,  when  the  number 
of  the  party  was  considerably  swollen.  Profiting 
by  past  experience,  they  secured  rooms  at  the  hotel 
in  ample  time.  They  had  a  bad  start  from  Euston, 
for  the  first  thing  which  went  wrong  was  the 
whisky.  The  cases  were  lost  in  London,  and  again 
in  Dublin,  but  turned  up  after  all,  to  the  joy  of  the 
non-abstainers.  Although,  for  a  time,  the  mam 
supply  was  not  available,  every  one  seemed  to  have 
concluded  that  "  black  and  white  "  was  the  proper 
thing  to  carry,  for  when  it  was  announced  that  the 
case  had  been  lost  every  one  produced  a  bottle  or 
two  from  some  mysterious  bag  or  portmanteau ! 
They  had  a  very  glorious  send  off  from  Euston. 
There  were  those  who  were  going,  those  who  wanted 
to  go,  but  could  not ;  ladies  too  were  there,  and 
seemed  to  envy  them  the  jolly  holiday  they  were 
going  to  have,  and  the  bags  of  fish  they  were  going 
to  catch.  The  journey  to  Holyhead  was  pleasant, 
and  the  passage  to  Kingstown  good.  They  break- 
fasted in  Dublin,  and  proceeded  by  through  carriage 
to  Banaghar,  a  boat  being  taken  from  there  on 
Lough  Derg  to  Mount  Shannon.  They  i  naturally 
looked  eagerly  for  the  May  Fly,  and  one  can  imagine 
the  shout  of  satisfaction  which  went  up  when 
Mr.   E.   Zaehnsdorf  caught  the  first  specimen. 
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Views  of  Mount  Shannon,  and  a  fine  map  of  Lough 
Derg,  with  all  the  islands  plainly  marked  upon  it, 
gave  one  a  splendid  impression  of  the  place.  The 
modus  operandi  of  May  Fly  dapping,  the  more 
serious  part  of  the  party's  business,  appears  to 
have  been  first  to  get  the  May  Flies.    These  were 
collected  (alive,  of  course)  in  wooden  boxes  by  boys, 
who  had  to  be  up  with  the  lark  and  obtain  the 
supplies  before  the  sun  gained  strength.    The  best 
rod  for  dapping  was  one  of  eighteen  feet,  made  as 
thin  as  was  commensurate  with  strength.    It  was 
astonishing  what  pressure  there  was  on  a  rod  when 
the  wind  was  blowing ;  hence  the  necessity  for  a 
light  rod.    Mr.  Harden  brought  back  from  Ireland 
just  the  very  sort  of  rod  which  was  suitable  for  dap- 
ping.  The  pattern  was  being  copied  in  London,  and 
would  be  on  view  at  the  next  Fisheries  Exhibition. 
In  dapping  not  a  particle  of  gut  should  touch  the 
surface,  the  fly  being  made  to  trip  lightly  along 
the  top.    The  line  should  be  light  and  loose,  yet 
strong,  so  that  the  least  puff  would  drive  it  out. 
When  a  trout  I'ose,  time  should  be  given  it  to  get 
the  fly  well  into  its  mouth  before  striking.  All 
kinds  of  flies  and  insects  could  be  used  in  dapping. 
They  each  had  a  season,  but  the  May  Fly  time  was 
the  best ;  then  came  the  "  daddy-long-legs,"  about 
the  month  of  July,  but  any  fly  which  was  large 
enough  to  be  impaled  on  a  hook  would  answer  the 
purpose.    The  party  appeared  to  have  had  a  most 
enjoyable  time  on  Lough  Derg.    When  not  fishing 
it  was  a  case  of  dolce  far  niente.    But  all  was  not 
sunshine.     One  slide  depicted  the  gallant  major 
limching  without  a  knife  or  fork  in  a  rainstorm, 
trying  to  look  supremely  happy,  and  as  if  he  rather 
enjoyed  the  downpour  than  otherwise.  Another 
showed  two  members  under  the  shade  of  a  tree. 
There  were  here  all  sorts  of  good  things  spread 
out.    One  of  the  twain  contented  himself  with  a 
glass  of  milk  to  drink ;  the  second  gentleman — 
well,  the  array  of  bottles  close  to  his  elbow  certainly 
did  not  contain  that  harmless  liquid.    Again  we 
were  shown  yet  another  luncheon  party  on  the  bank 
of  the  lough.    Here  the  boatman  was  having  all 
the  fun.    For  want  of  a  tmnbler  he  was  helping 
himself  liberally  out  of  the  bottle,  and  had  been 
cleverly  snap-shotted  in  the  very  act.    A  picture  of 
the  late  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston-Gardner — and  a  striking 
likeness   too — was   given,  and  received  in  that 
respectful  silence  due  to  the  memory  of  so  esteemed 
a  member  as  the  deceased  gentleman  was  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society.     Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  mentioned 
that  Ireland  was  noted  for  something  else  besides 
fishing,  round  towers,  whisky,  and  stout — namely, 
pigs,  and  he  explained  in  an  amusing  fashion  the 
way  these  animals  were  shipped  for  conveyance  by 
water.    A  view  of  a  sow  being  hoisted  on  board 
the  barge  was  a  capital  picture.    A  "  poacher  " — 
tell  it  not  in  Gath  ! — was  amongst  the  party,  and  he 
was  caught  and  photogi-aphed  in  flagrante  delicto, 
and  reproduced  on  the   screen.     His   hat  was 
slouched  over  his  face,  so  that  it  was  not  clear  for 
whom  the  man  was  meant.   A  call  was  made  for  the 
name  of  the  individual,  when,  in  an  instant,  there 
flashed  upon  the  sheet  an  admirable  portrait,  in 
every-day  attire,  of  the  lecturer's  eldest  son.  The 
latter  had,  for  the  nonce,  discarded  his  Hardy,  and 
was  whiling  away  an  idle  hour  trying  to  snare 
something  in  a  brook  by  means  of  a  crooked  stick 
and  a  wire  noose.    To  show  that  there  were  some 
well-to-do  farmers  in  the  country,  a  typical  farm- 
house was  exhibited.    The  owner,  Mr.  Flannery, 
his  wife,  and  happy  family  were  outside,  looking 
well  and  contented.    Flannery,  by  the  way,  was 
the  boatman  who  had  charge  of  the  party  when 
fishing,  and  nothing  but  good  was  said  of  his 
reliableness  and  painstaking  work.     If  members 
did  not  get  sport  it  was  not  the  fault  of  Flannery. 
The  party  had  very  good  days  amongst  the  trout 
during  their  stay,  although  they  did  not  succeed  in 
bagghig  any  of  the  extra  big  fish  in  the  lake. 
There  was  plenty  to  interest  and  excite  apart  from 
angling,  and  sorry  were  the  piscators  when  the 
time  came  for  them  to  pack  up  and  return  to  the 
old  country. 

After  showing  some  cloudscapes,  which  were 
much  admired,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  concluded  by  giving 
a  few  words  of  advice  to  those  who  proposed  to  go 
to  Ireland  for  May  Fly  dapping.  One  was  to  take 
a  light  waterproof  coat,  for  it  might  be  wanted  to 
slip  on  and  off  many  times  in  the  day.  A  good 
seat  was  a  blessing — say  a  waterproof  cushion 
which  could  be  blown  out.  It  took  up  little  room 
when  empty.  The  boat  seats  were  hard,  and,  after 
sitting  on  them  all  day,  certain  discomforts  might 
arise.    It  was  advisable,  too,  to  fasten  a  cork  roimd 
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the  handle  of  the  landing-net,  or  attach  a  piece  of 
cork  to  it  by  means  of  a  string  two  or  three  feet 
long,  or  even  make  the  net  fast  to  the  boat  to 
prevent  it  being  knocked  or  falling  overboard. 
Besides  dapping  rods  it  was  a  good  plan  to  have 
an  ordinary  fly  rod  in  the  case.  Very  often  trout 
would  take  the  artificial,  as  Major  Gordon  had  con-, 
clusively  proved,  esj)ecially  towards  evening.  The 
paper  was  interspersed  with  numerous  humorous 
anecdotes,  and  every  one  regretted  when  a  photo- 
graph of  the  party  departing  by  boat,  and  labelled 
"  Good-bye,"  was  shown,  indicating  that  the  very 
pleasant  chat  on  Irish  fishing  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  rods  exhibited  were  kindly  lent  by  Messrs. 
Carter  &  Co.,  of  John-street-road.  A  most  useful 
boat  was  shown  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Great 
Queen-street.  This,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  explained,  was 
portable.  It  was  a  boon  when  fishing  lakes  and 
rivers,  upon  which  there  were  no  regular  boats. 
With  one  of  these  portable  articles  many  places 
could  be  fished  with  advantage  which  otherwise 
would  have  to  be  passed  by.         .        F.  G.  H. 


THE  SEEGEANT'S  PIKE. 


It  was  one  of  those  bright  days  I  told  you  of — 
flat  calm — the  sun  beating  down  on  the  lake  and 
back  into  yom*  face  till  it  shone  like  a  red  railway 
light,  and  the  skin  got  as  tight  as  a  drumhead. 
The  flies  came  up  Jack-in-the-box  fashion,  straight- 
way bolting  into  the  blue,  so  there  was  not  a  fish 
to  be  got.  A  little  after  lunch  time  our  three 
boats,  attracted  like  grugles  floating  in  a  teacup, 
came  together.  As  they  approached  there  was 
a  commotion  in  one  of  them,  to  which  a  strongly 
curved  rod  and  a  cheer  drew  attention ;  then,  after 
a  bit,  two  of  the  occupants  were  engaged  with  the 
landing-net  on  the  off  side,  over  which  something 
glittering  came  in.  A  few  among  us  spectators 
betrayed  excitement,  while  the  stalwart  ex-sergeant 
rested  on  his  oar,  winked,  and  audibly  smiled, 
saying,  "  The  old  bottle  trick  I  "  He  was  right — 
a  clear  glass  one  made  fast  to  the  line,  and 
dexterously  landed,  pour  encourager  les  autres. 

The  sold  ones  were  laughed  at  tiU  the  English- 
man's cheeks  split ;  the  pipes  were  alight,  while  we 
lay  with  the  boats  almost  touching,  and  told  yarns 
piscatorial.  Some  one  spoke  of  the  ^650  reward  for 
a  .'SO-lb.  pike.  "Pity  I  did  not  hear  of  that  in 
time,  sir,"  quoth  the  sergeant.  "  Why  ?  Are  there 
any  big  'uns  here?"  "Faith  and  there  are. 
Paddy's  father  there  was  attacked  by  one  of  them 
in  a  bog  creek,  and,  only  for  the  grape  he  had, 
would  hardly  have  escaped  being  badly  wounded, 
for  he  had  taken  his  breeches  off  to  keep  them  dry, 
and  I  picked  up  the  skull  of  another,  near  two  feet 
long,  on  that  shore  there  below,  when  gathering 
flies."  "But  did  you  never  see  one  yourself, 
sergeant  ?  "  "  Yes,  once.  It  was  this  way  :  I  had 
to  go  over  to  the  police  barrack,  at  the  far  end  of 
Armagh  Bay,  on  business,  so  I  threw  a  pike  rod 
and  baits  into  the  boat,  intending  to  troll  along 
and  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone.  Nothing 
happened  till  I  was  into  the  bay,  then  I  got  stuck 
in  a  big  fish.  There  was  a  long  fight ;  but  it  was  no 
use,  I  could  not  get  him  near  enough  to  see  what 
size  he  was.  I  let  him  alone  for  a  while  to  tire 
himself,  towing  the  boat  about.  Time  was  passing, 
and  I  was  apt  to  miss  the  head  constable,  so  it  was 
the  best  thing  I  could  do  to  run  ashore  at  that 
little  white  marly  sort  of  a  beach  you  see  yonder, 
to  try  and  land  him — I  was  fairlj'  strong,  for  often 
when  an  ass  couldn't  bring  its  load  out  of  the  bog 
I'd  make  them  take  him  from  the  shafts,  and  pull 
it  out  by  myself.  Well,  I  leant  on  the  oars  and 
shot  the  boat  far  in  on  the  land,  then  I  jumped 
out,  got  the  line  over  my  shoulder,  and  walked  up 
the  slope,  putting  out  all  my  strength  ;  the  line 
cut  into  the  leather  patch  on  my  shooting  coat, 
and  the  footmarks  I  left  were  deep  enough  to  last 
a  year.  I  heard  the  big  splash  in  the  water  as  I 
brought  him  a  bit  farther  for  safety,  and  when 
I  turned  to  see — I  can't  tell  you  the  size  of  him, 
but  I  give  you  my  word,  sir,  the  lough  feU  a  foot, 
be  the  same  more  or  less.  He  was  an  awful  big 
fish  ;  I  had  a  job  to  get  him  into  the  boat,  and 
another  to  get  her  off  the  shore,  the  water  being  so 
much  farther  out.  I  know  it's  a  fact,  for  the 
head  constable  noticed  it,  and  when  the  postman 
came  roimd  the  lough  next  day  he  said  they  told 
him  a  lot  of  the  old  oak  snags  under  water  at 
Aghenah  had  come  above  the  surface  just  when 
it  happened.    Of  course,  it  wasn't  a  thing  to  brag 
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of,  but  they  were  '  alligating '  about  it  for  a  long 
time  all  round  the  lough,  and,  more  by  token,  when 
I  went  to  his  Reverence  to  get  my  pension  paper 
signed  he  had  the  story  too,  and  he  told  me 
to  repent." 

Should  this  veracious  narrative  be  thought 
"  nutty,"  I  disclaim  responsibility  for  that.  I 
only  heard  it  once,  then  and  there,  from  the 
sergeant  himself,  and  if  any  one  doubts  its  sub- 
stantial accuracy  I  think  I  could  find  his  address. 

Our  Englishman  made  a  note  of  it,  but  others 
may  not  have  heard  it  before.  JBenwyan, 


THE  LOWER  TWEED  DISTRICT. 


I  HAVE  just  paid  a  visit  to  the  very'  delightfully 
situated  village  of  Horncliffe.  It  is  about  six  miles 
above  Berwick-on-Tweed,  easily  got  at  from  that 
place  by  the  Kelso  line.  It  stands  on  a  cliff',  with  a 
magnificent  bend  of  the  Tweed  below.  This  bend 
has  been  dammed  by  a  weir,  thus  producing  as 
broad  a  sheet  of  water  as  at  Tweedmouth,  or 
almost  so. 

This  gx-eat  sheet  of  the  Tweed  provides  much 
occupation  to  the  \illagers,  who  are  engaged  in 
salmon  fishing  with  the  net,  so  that  they  may  be 
described  as  a  colony  of  salmon  fishers. 

The  village,  largely  frequented  by  visitors  in 
summer,  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  quite  refresh- 
ing to  see.  Its  one  public-house  is  called  the 
Fishers'  Arms.  The  village  is  close  to  the  historic 
castle  of  Norham,  which  I  may  be  allowed,  by  the 
way,  to  say  has  the  largest  keep  of  any  castle, 
except  Rochester  Castle,  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

It  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Horndean, 
with  a  delightful  path  by  the  river,  some  six  or 
seven  miles  from  Berwick — less  by  the  riverside 
path  on  the  south  side. 

A  chain  bridge — one  of  the  first  chain  bridges- 
called  the  Union  Bridge,  to  commemorate  the 
imion  of  the  two  kingdoms,  cormects  both  sides  of 
the  river  just  below  Horncliff'e,  and  is  within  tidal 
waters,  so  that  there  is  excellent  boating  above  and 
below  bridge. 

The  southern  banks  of  Tweed  at  Homclifi"e  are 
broken  with  trees  and  flowers  growing ;  those  on 
the  northern  bank  are  flat,  and  are  highly  culti- 
vated, this  being  the  best  barley  country  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

What  with  the  primrose  banks,  the  arable  land, 
the  plentiful  woods,  the  pasturage,  the  pleasant 
paths,  the  picturesque  bridge,  and  the  life  on  the 
river,  with  the  fishing  and  other  boats,  it  is  a 
grand  panorama,  placed  below  one  looking  from 
the  little  promenade,  especially  at  sunset,  as  it 
looks  north-west.  The  fishers,  to  a  large  extent, 
fish  in  the  night,  not  being  so  much  governed  by 
the  tides  as  in  the  lower  reaches  :  the  condition  of 
the  river  is  a  great  factor. 

The  village  of  Norham,  nestling  below  its  ancient 
cattle  (now  so  peaceable),  has  a  verj-  fine  and 
ancient  chiu'ch,  often  used  in  past  times  for  the 
settlement,  or  attempted  settlement,  of  disputes 
between  England  and  Scotland,  and  has  received 
kings,  archbishops,  and  bishops  of  both  countries 
within  its  walls  in  great  state.  The  castle  is 
well  looked  after  by  its  owner,  Sh-  H.  Jerningham 
(formerly  M.P.  for  Berwick),  of  Longiidge  Towers, 
who  has  wTitten  a  history  of  it.  It  has  sustained 
many  attacks,  and  was  dismantled  at  tlie  Union  as 
per  agreement  then  made.  The  village  has  some 
good  shops,  and  lies  on  the  Kelso  line  one  and  a  half 
mQes  from  Horncliffe,  eight  frbm  Berwick,  which 
is  on  the  main  Ime,  and  is  a  little  capital  of  the 
district.  Coldstream,  Kelso,  with  its  delightful 
abbey,  Jedbm*gh,  with  its  still  more  glorious  abbey, 
Ladykirk,  with  its  interesting  church  just  north 
of  Norham  Bridge,  Edrington  Castle,  Duddo  Peel, 
Hume  Castle,  the  EUdon  Hills,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  villages  of  Paxton,  with  its  ancient  cross, 
and  Hutton,  with  its  castle,  are  all  within  easy 
reach. 

Horncliff'e  is  an  historical  place  in  itself,  for, 
according  to  Scott's  "  History  of  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,"  a  force  of  the  Scots  was  here  attacked 
by  the  garrison  of  Norham  Castle  and  put  to 
flight,  two  himdred  of  them  being  drowned,  sixty 
killed,  and  many  prisoners  taken. 

Edrington  Castle,  now  in  ruins,  was  a  terribly 
debated  stronghold  both  in  peace  and  in  war.  In 
fact,  there  was  seldom  any  peace  there,  whatever 
there  might  be  elsewhere,  for  it  was  a  sort  of 
no  man's  land.    It  stands  in  a  gi-and  position, 
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with  the  Tweed  making  an  abrupt  bend  round  it  as 
though  submitting  to  its  domination — a  nest  of 
robbers,  the  Berwick  folks  called  it. 

As  for  the  value  of  Horncliffe  net  (salmon)  fish- 
ings, they  must  be  very  valuable.  As  for  angling, 
this  is  a  perfect  paradise  for  anglers,  as  all  who 
know  it  will  avow. 

The  fishing  rights  on  both  sides  of  the  Tweed  in 
this  district  bring  heavy  prices,  though  there  is 
much  free  fisKing  to  be  had.  There  is  Tweed, 
— White  Adder,  Till,  and  Teviot,  tributaries  of  the 
Tweed,  all  excellent  trout  streams;  and  Paxton, 
Homclift'e,  Cornhill,  and  Coldstream  are  all  excel- 
lent centres  to  work  from. 

.  Owing  to  many  summer  visitors,  apartments 
need  to  be  arranged  for ;  though  at  Cornhill,  Cold- 
stream, and  Kelso  there  is  first-class  accommoda- 
tion at  hotels  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

The  scenery  is  not  moimtamous  or  bleak,  but 
pastoral,  peaceful,  happy,  and  altogether  delight- 
ful ;  the  country  is  that  of  Thomson  ("  Seasons  "), 
whose  monument  is  at  Edrorp,  being  so  restful. 
.  As  for  healthfulness,  you  have  the  caller  air 
from  the  Cheviots  in  the  south,  and  the  spurs  of 
the  Lammermoor  Hills  in  the  north-west,  the  sea 
air  from  the  east,  tempered  by  land  passage. 
Hornclifle  on  the  south  of  Tweed  is  in  England, 
though  all  land  south  of  Tweed  is  not  necessarily 
English;  neither  is  all  land  north  of  Tweed  Scottish. 
_  Ber\vick-on-T\veed  is  on  the  north  of  Tweed,  but 
is  part  of  Northumberland,  though  a  town  and 
county  by  itself.  We  in  Berwick  are  governed  by 
English  laws,  and  in  proof  thereof  our  public- 
houses  ai-e  open  to  provide  accommodation  for 
man  and  beast  at  half  past  twelve  on  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  commonly  called  Sunday.  It  requires 
nothing  short  of  this  ocular  demonstration  (in 
conjunction  with  sending  our  prisoners  to  New- 
castle -  on  -  Tyne)  to  convince  some  unbelieving 
Thomases  who  are  ancient  institutions  here,  as 
elsewhere.  Besides,  we  have  a  mayor,  not  a 
provost ;  call  ourselves  English,  and  not  Scottish. 

T.  .J.  H. 


HOW  TO  KEPAIK  EODS. 

HINTS  FOE  AMATEUES.* 

[Continued  from  page  95.) 
Scene. — Trout  stream. 
Anglkr,  meeting  a  very  tnelancholy -looking  individjial 
with  the  fragments  of  a  trout  rod  in  his  hand  ■ 
.  Novice,  equipped  for  fishing,  but  tvith  a  broken  rod. 
Time,  8  a.m. 

Angler.    Good  morning,  sir.    What  luck  ? 

Novice.  The  trout  are  rising  fairly  well ;  I  have 
caught  a  few  nice  ones.  But  I  have  just  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  my  middle  joint,  about  a  foot 
below  the  smaller  end.  I  have  come  a  long  distance 
to  enjoy  a  couple  of  days'  fishing,  and  my  oppor- 
tunities are  few ;  and  as  I  have  no  spare  piece  to 
take  its  place,  I  am  afraid  my  fishing  is  at  an  end, 
unless  I  take  to  bait,  and  for  that  I  have  little 
taste.  So  I  suppose  I  may  say  I  have  had  poor 
luck. 

Angler.    How  did  it  happen  ? 

Novice.  It  may  be  I  was  using  too  long  a  line 
for  the  distance  I  wished  to  cover.  I  saw  a  nice- 
looking  spot,  and  when  I  cast,  my  flies  reached  the 
water  considerably  beyond  it.  Instead  of  shortening 
my  line,  I  undertook  to  draw  my  flies  across  the 
spot ;  and  when  my  rod  was  nearly  upright,  a  nice 
fish  struck  my  drop-fly,  and  you  see  the  result.  I 
am  but  a  beginner,  having  fished  with  the  fly  but 
a  few  times  before,  and  am  self-taught  ;  I  suppose 
I  must  expect  to  make  mistakes,  but  it  is  none  the 
less  provoking  to  lose  all  the  sport  which  I  had 
anticipated  with  so  much  pleasure. 
.  Angler.    Many  a  good  rod  is  broken  in  that 

'^"^  ^^"^  '^^^^^^  Why,  this  is  not  so 
bad.    Why  don't  you  sx^lice  it  ? 

NoviCB.    I  don't  know  how. 

Angler.  Have  you  silk,  wax,  and  a  file  in  your 
fly-book '?  ■  - 

Novice.  No,  I  have  nothing  of  the  kind,  I  am 
sorry  to  say. 

Angler.  It  will  make  no  difference,  for  I  have 
them.  And  since  you  say  you  are  a  beginner  I 
will  repair  this  accident  for  you,  and  at  the  same 
time  give  you  a  few  hints,  which  may  be  of  value 
m  the  future. 


Novice.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
will  be  so  kind. 

Angler.  It  is,  or  should  always  be,  a  pleasure 
for  one  angler  to  help  another ;  so  look  and  listen, 
and,  if  there  is  anything  you  do  not  understand, 
stop  me  at  once.  But  first  I  would  say,  never  go 
on  a  stream  again  without  plenty  of  silk,  of  the 
sizes  known  in  the  stores  as  A  or  B,  in  your  fly- 
book,  together  with  a  little  cobbler's  wax  flattened 
out  between  the  folds  of  a  piece  of  an  old  kid  glove. 
A  quantity  of  wax  which,  if  spherical,  would 
measure  half  an  mch  in  diameter  is  about  the 
thing.  Also,  you  should  have  a  flat  file  of  rather 
coarse  cut,  and  with  the  blade  from  five  to  six 
inches  long,  and  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  wide,  like  this.  You  see  the  tang  is  broken 
oft'  the  file,  and,  thus  shortened,  I  can  carry  it  in 
my  fly- book,  and  never  know  it  is  there  tilll  need 
it  for  use. 

Now  see  ;  I  take  my  pocket-knife  and  cut  a  long 
slope  on  each  of  the  broken  ends,  being  careful  to 
make  them  incline  in  difterent  ways,  and  of  such 
slope  that  when  they  are  laid  together  the  rod 
will  not  be  larger  than  before.  I  also  see  to  it  that 
the  splice  is  so  situated  that  the  rings  on  the  two 
pieces  will  be  in  line  when  they  are  united.  There, 
I  have  finished  cutting,  and  you  see,  when  I  place 
the  pieces  together,  the  rings"^  are  in  line ;  but  you 
also  notice  that  the  joint  is  not  a  very  good  fit. 
Now  we  will  resort  to  the  file.  You  notice  that  I 
lay  the  file  down  and  place  the  splice  upon  it  ;  and 
while  rubbing  the  joint  to  and  fi'o  on  the  file,  I 
press  the  wood  domi  upon  it  with  the  fingers  of 
my  left  hand.  From  time  to  time  I  look  at  the 
si^lice,  and  see  how  the  filing  progi-esses. 


*Frcm  "Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  by  H  P  Wells 
Lond  on  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.  ' 


Fig.  6.—^,  B,  portions  of  broken  joint;  C,  splice. 

The  file  will  cut  most  rapidly  where  the  pressure 
is  greatest,  so  that,  by  varying'  the  pressure  with  a 
little  judgment,  the  splice  is  soon  made  perfectly 
true,  as  I  have  done  this.  Now  we  will  finish  the 
other ;  so,  there  they  are  complete.  Now  place 
them  together  and  see  what  you  tliinlc  of  it. 

Novice.  They  fit  perfectly.  The  rod  is  not 
enlarged,  and  the  rings  are  in  line.  I  am  astonished 
that  it  could  be  done  in  so  short  a  time  and  by 
means  so  sunple.  I  really  believe  I  could  do  it 
myself.* 

Angler.  Without  the  slightest  doubt.  In 
mechanics,  as  in  life,  skill  consists  in  adapting 
your  means  to  your  end  ;  the  desired  result  then 
almost  necessarily  follows.  You  see  that  when  I 
rubbed  the  splice  on  the  file  only  the  high  places 
touched.  Of  course  these  were  soon  cut  away,  and 
the  surface  became  even  of  itself,  so  to  speak. 

Now  we  have  to  unite  the  splice,  and  you  will 
then  be  ready  to  continue  your  sport.  If  this  was 
in  the  evening  I  should  melt  some  fresh  glue— fish- 
glue  (or  isinglass,  as  it  is  sometimes  called),  if  it 
could  be  had.  Having  completelj'  melted  some  of 
this  in  sufficient  water,  so  that  it'  felt  between  the 
thumb  and  finger  as  if  it  had  considerable,  but  not 
too  much,  body,  I  should  apply  it  to  each  surface, 
bring  them  together,  wrap  them  tightly  with  a  dry 
string,  then  wet  the  string  with  warm  water  t'o 
swell  it  and  make  it  still  tighter,  and  set  it  away 
till  morning.  Then  you  would  hardly  have  been 
able  to  find  where  the  wood  was  joined  together. 

Novice.  I  have  tried  to  use  glue,  but  could 
never  make  it  stick  any  to  speak  of. 

Angler.  Considerable  art,  or,  I  should  say,  a 
little  knowledge,  is  required  to  use  glue  successfully. 
In  the  first  place,  where  all  possible  strength  'is 
required,  as  in  fishing  rods,  the  glue  used  should  be 
perfectly  fresh.  By  that  I  mean  glue  that  has 
never  been  melted  before.  It  should  by  no  means 
be_  too  thick,  since  then  it  rapidly  gelatinises,  and  in 
this  condition  it  has  no  adhesive  power.  The  best 
test  is  to  try  a  drop  between  the  finger  and  thumb  : 
if  it  feels  slightly  unctuous,  it  is  thick  enough.  Then 
warm  the  surfaces  to  be  united,  apply  the  glue,  and 
tie  them  together  as  described,  and  you  will  have  no 
difficulty.  Fish-glue  is  to  be  preferred,  particularly 

*  If  the  means  or  the  skill  to  make  a  perfect  fit  are 
wanting,  the  splice  should  be  so  made  that  the  joint 
is  there  enlarged  ;  otherwise  it  may  be  "  soft  "  at  the 
splice — i.e.,  inferior  to  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the 
rod  in  stiffness— when  it  will  almost  certainly  give 
way  again.  ■  Sulj^eijuently,  and  under  more  favourable, 
circumstances,  the  splice  can  be  taken  apart,  properly 
fitted,  and  pennaueutly  repaired  with  glue. 


that  known  as  "  Russian  isinglass,"  since  it  has 
more  strength  in  the  first  place,  and  that  strength 
is  not  so  apt  to  become  impaired  by  time ;  but  it 
must  be  handled  promptly,  since  it  soon  jellies,  in 
which  condition  it  will  not  stick  at  all.  Some ' 
advocate  adding  a  drop  or  two  of  nitric  acid  to  the 
melted  glue,  or  melting  the  glue  in  vinegar,  either 
of  which  will  destroy  this  gelatinising  property, 
so  you  can  take  your  time  in  uniting  the  fragments  ; 
and  they  insist  that  this  does  not  impair  the 
strength  of  the  glue.  Some  prefer  to  melt  it  in 
skimmed  milk,  since  glue  so  prepared  is  insoluble 
m  water  after  it  (kies.  Some,  again,  soften  the 
glue  by  soaking  it  over-night  in  cold  water.  The 
next  day  it  will  resemble  a  stifl'  jelly,  though 
retaining  its  original  form.  These  pieces  are  then 
dried  with  a  ck)th  and  melted  m  boiled  Imsced-oil, 
and  thus  another  waterproof  glue  can  be  made. 
This  last  is,  howe-s'er,  a  tedious  drier.  But  I  have 
always  feared  to  try  these  when  anything  depended 
on  the  result,  and  so  cannot  speak  of  their 
respective  merits  from  my  own  knowledge.  One 
tiling,  however,  I  do  know,  that  if  your  joints  fit 
and  are  tiglitly  brought  together,  so  as  to  squeeze 
out  all  the  glue  possible,  it  will,  even  with  ordinary 
glue,  take  hours  of  soaking  in  water,  and  the  sub- 
sequent apphcation  of  considera-ble  and  continued 
heat,  before  they  can  be  sejiaratod. 

But  this  repair  must  be  made   on  the  spur 
of  tlie  moment,  so  gluing  is  out  of  the  question. 
You  see  I  warm  the  splices  and  my  cobbler's  wax, 
and  coat  both  the  former  with  the  latter.    I  now 
place  them  togetlier  in  the  position  in  which  they 
are  to  remain,  squeeze  them  tightly  together  so  the 
laj-ers  of  wax  between  M'ill  coalesce,  and  hold  them  in 
that  position  a  moment  for  the  wax  to  stiffen  a 
little.    I  now  wind  this  string  around  them  for 
about  half  their  length  to  hold  them  in  position, 
and  they  are  ready  to  wrap  with  silk.  Having 
waxed  my  silk  well  with  the  cobbler's  wax,  I  wind 
it  on,  as  you  see,  as  tightly  as  the  strength  of  tlie 
silk  will  well  bear,  being  careful  that  each  turn 
shall  lie  close  beside  its  predecessor.    I  have  wound 
up  to  the  string,  wliich  may  now  be  removed,  since 
the  wrappings  already  on  will  steady  the  splice; 
and  now  I  have  wrapped  the  splice  its  whole  length, 
and  it  only  remains  to  fasten  the  winding,  and  we 
are  through.  Watch  me  closely.    You  will  notice  I 
cut  the  silk  so  I  have  about  a  foot  of  end.  I  liold  the 
windings  already  made  in  place  witli       left  thumb, 
pass  the  end  of  tlie  silk  downward  l)et\\cc)i  luc  and 
tJie  rod,  under  it,  upward  on  the  otlicr  side,  and 
tlien  over  the  rod.    Thus  I  make  a  large  open  loop, 
within,  which  I  take  three  or  four  turns  of  the  end 
around  the  rod,  and  running  towards  the  completed 
winding  that  I  am  holding  with  my  left  thumb. 
To  these  two  points  I  wish  particularly  to  call  your 
attention,  since  if  you  make  no  mistake  here  you 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  mastering  this  knot.'  I 
then  finish  thus,  and  cut  oft'  the  end  as  close  as  I 
can.    You  see  it  requires  close  inspection  to  discover 
how  the  silk  is  fastened,  so  neat  is  the  finish.  Tliis 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  acquisitions  an  angler 
can  make,  for  without  tliis  knot  I  could  not  have 
securely  rej^aired  your  rod.    As  soon  as  you  con- 
veniently can,  cover  the  winding  with  two  or  three 
coats  of  shellac,  or,  better  still,  some  oil  varnish,  if 
you  can  wait  for  it  to  dry,  and  your  rod  will,  if  you 
meet  with  no  further  accident,  last  for  years.  Now 
put  it  together  and  try  it.    How  does  it  feel  '? 

Novice.    It  seems  a  little  stiff'er,  and  lighter  in 
the  hand  than  before. 

Angler.  Both  necessarily  follow  from  shortening 
the  rod,  which  of  course  cannot  be  avoided  in 
making  a  splice.  But  I  notice  a  ring  is  missing 
from  your  rod.  Bring  it  to  me  this  evening  at  the 
farmhouse  where  I  am  lodging,  and  I  will  replace  it. 

Novice.    I  am  a  thousand  times  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kindness. 

Angler.  Not  at  all.  Only  remember  never  to 
go  fishing  again  without  silk,  wax,  a  knife,  and  a 
file  ;  for  with  these  you  can  repair  on  the  spot  most 
of  the  accidents  to  which  an  angler  is  liable,  while 
without  thein  you  will  be  helplessly  crippled. 
Good  day,  and  good  luck. 

(To  be  continued.) 


BKITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  flourishing 
society  is  announced  for  Wednesday  next,  the 
27th  inst.  The  annual  report  and  balance-sheet 
are  in  our  hands,  and  we  expect  to  notice  them 
in  an  early  issue. 
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OKIGIN  OF  THE  TEOLLING 
SPOON. 


Its  Accidental  Discoveky  in  the  Early  Twenties 
—Not  Patented  until  1852 — Sketch  of  the 
Inventor  —  Extensively  used  in  Modern 
Fishing. 


By  Lawrence  D.  Tefft. 
[Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishoi>  Auckland, 
kindly  calls  our  attention  to  an  article  on  the 
Origin  of  the  Spoon  Bait  which  appears  in  an 
American  paper  called  the  Sporting  Goods  Dealer. 
We  have  an  idea  that  the  spoon  bait  was  in  use  in 
Norway  and  Sweden  more  than  a  century  ago. 
—Ed.]  ° 

"  During  the  last  half-century  a  revolution  haS 
been  brought  about  in  the  piscatorial  art  through 
the  invention  and  continued  development  of  the 
trolling  spoon.  This  device,  in  its  varied  forms,  is 
so  common  to-day  that  no  successful  sportsman 
would  engage  in  a  general  fishing  campaign  with- 
out being  well  equipped  with  spoon  tackle.  Yet 
less  than  fifty  years  ago  no  patent  had  been  taken 
out  on  any  kind  of  a  spoon  bait,  nor  had  the  idea 
of  sufth  a  bait  originated,  save  by  the  man  who 
was  destined  to  bring  it  before  the  world,  and,  by 
devoting  his  life  to  the  study  of  the  art  of  luring 
fish,  and  the  perfection  of  his  invention,  to  become 
famous  La  every  clime.  Perhaps  not  less  interesting 
than  the  development  of  the  trolling  bait  is  the 
Iife_  and  personality  of  its  inventor,  the  late 
Julio  T.  Buel.  Baits  without  the  Buel  stamp  are 
being  manufactured  in  America  and  elsewhere  at 
the  present  time,  it  is  true,  but  none  are  so  radically 
different,  either  in  design  or  operation,  as  not  clearly 
to  betray  the  fact  that  they  owe  their  common 
origin  to  the  Buel  invention.  To  Mr.  Buel  alone 
belongs  the  distinction  of  having  discovered  the 
value  of  bright,  shining  metal  as  a  means  of  luring 
fish  to  the  fatal  hook,  and  of  making  such  a 
practical  application  of  his  discovery  that  he  felt 
justified  in  taking  out  a  patent,  the  first  of  its  kind 
covering  such  a  device.* 

"Julio  Thompson  Buel  was  bom  in  East 
Poultney,  Vermont,  Oct.  12,  1806.  During  his 
boyhood  the  family  moved  to  Castleton,  Vt.,  and 
the  yoimg  lad  was  fi-ee  to  wander  '  by  the  brook 
and  in  the  glade'  along  streams  that  contained 
the  finest  specimens  of  'speckled  beauties.'  He 
also  frequented  the  beautiful  Lake  Bomoseen, 
whose  waters  are  wonderfully  transparent.  Young 
Buel  was  early  interested  in  angling,  and  devoted 
much  time  to  the  sport.  Before  reaching  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  was  recognised  by  the  local  Vermonters 
as  a  most  expert  fly  fisherman.  About  this  time 
he  discovered  the  principles  of  his  now  world- 
famous  bait.  While  on  the  bank  of  a  trout  stream 
one  day,  he  threw  some  bright  pebbles  in  the 
water,  and  observed  that  the  trout  dashed  -up  to 
them.  After  repeating  the  performance,  he  con- 
cluded that  a  more  shining  mark  would  be  a 
greater  attraction.  Accordingly,  he  secured  several 
pieces  of  briglit  tin  and  threw  them  into  the  water, 
succeeding  in  causing  still  greater  excitement  and 
activity  among  the  fish. 

"  His  next  step  was  to  solder  a  hook  on  a  piece 
of  tin,  bent  so  that  the  bait  would  revolve.  By 
drawmg  this  rude  bait  through  the  water  the 
ingenious  youth  snagged  a  large  bunch  of  fish. 
A  year  or  two  later,  when  eighteen  years  of  age, 
while  eating  his  luncheon  on  the  bank  of  Lake 
Bomoseen,  he  accidentally  dropped  a  spoon  into 
the  water.  He  was  impressed  by  the  gyrating 
movement  of  the  spoon  as  it  sank  to  the  bottom, 
and  not  less  so  by  the  appearance  of  a  large  fish 
that  struck  the  sinldng  spoon.  In  this  incident 
hes  the  origin  of  the  '  spoon  bait.'  Our  inventive 
juvemle  fisherman  promptly  secured  an  old  brass 
tablespoon,  and,  polishing  the  convex  side  of  the 
bowl  until  it  shone  like  the  traditional  New 
England  milk  pan,  he  soldered  a  hook  on  the 
small  end,  and  to  a  portion  of  the  handle  he  tied 
the  line.  It  was  with  this  tackle  that  he  made  his 
first  trollmg  trip  on  Lake  Bomoseen. 

"Buel  promptly  satisfied  himself  as  to  the  merits 
of  his  contrivance,  but  people  generally  were  dis- 
posed to  look  upon  it  with  the  gi-eatest  ridicule.  One 
Wilkinson  laughed  heartily  at  the  idea  of  getting  a 
fish  with  a  spoon,  but  when  yomig  Buel  landed  a  big 
pickerel  Wilkinson  threw  himself  on  the  groimd  and 


*Baits  of  bright  metal  are  certainly  far  older  than 
Mr.  Buel's  time.— Ed. 


rolled  over  in  astonishment,  uttering  many  forcible 
ejaculations  expressive  of  his  surprise  and  pleasure. 
The  result  of  spoon  fishing  in  the  lake  astonished 
the  natives,  who  at  once  adopted  the  use  of  the 
tackle,  and  after  forty  years  many  were  still  using 
the  original  design,  refusing  to  believe  that  Buel's 
first  spoon  could  be  improved  upon.  Mr.  Buel 
himself  was  far  more  discriminating.  He  con- 
tinually experimented  with  baits,  making  them  in 
various  forms,  seeking  to  secure  the  strongest 
construction,  and  the  most  efiective  design  and 
action.  He  purchased  only  the  most  expensi^'e  piano 
string  steel  wire,  and  ordered  bright,  polished  steel 
treble  hooks  in  preference  to  those  having  black 
japanned  covering,  as  the  latter  might  conceal  a 
flaw  m  the  metal.  While  he  continued  to  develop 
the  '  spinning  bait '  and  the  '  fly  spoon  '  he  was 
also  intently  studying  the  habits  'and  tendencies  of 
various  kinds  of  fish.  He  had  been  known  to  lie 
almost  breathless  on  the  shore  for  a  long  time 
watching  the  movements  of  the  water  population. 
He  became  able  to  detect  the  faulty  action  of  a 
spoon  at  once  from  that  which  attracted  and  snared 
the  game.  Every  piece  of  material  entering  into 
the  construction  of  the  spoons,  and  every  detail  in 
the  work  of  putting  them  together,  was  carefully 
considered.  No  material  was  too  good  or  too 
expensive  for  the  bait.  Mr.  Buel  obtained  fine 
silver  for  the  artificial  lures,  the  colour  being 
nearest  to  that  of  the  fish's  belly.  Rolled  plate 
was  selected  in  preference  to  electro-plate  because 
of  its  greater  dm-ability. 

"  Mr.  Buel  was  over  thirty  years  of  age  when 
he  moved  to  Whitehall,  N.Y.,  and  engaged  in 
the  business  of  a  furrier.  Here  he  found  even 
greater  advantages  for  studying  the  character  and 
habits  of  fish  than  in  Vermont.  Whitehall  is 
immediately  at  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
but  six  miles  distant  is  Lake  George,  with  water 
as  transparent  as  glass.  Mr.  Buel  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  experimenting  at  Lake  George,  as  he 
could  there  watch  the  motion  of  his  spoons  as  they 
were  drawn  through  the  water.  He  frequently 
took  long  trips  into  the  heart  of  the  Adirondack 
wilderness  to  test  his  baits  upon  the  various  fish  to 
be  found  in  the  more  secluded  streams  and  lakes. 
Lake  George  was  a  rich  field  for  large  trout,  while 
m  Lake  Champlain  were  breeding  the  muscalonge, 
bass,  and  pike.  The  aim  of  the  inventor  was  "to 
devise  a  spoon  for  each  species  of  fish  that  would 
work  in  each  particular  case  to  a  nicety.  He  was 
fastidious  almost  to  a  fault. 

"  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  while  sportsmen  were 
enthusiastic  in  then-  commendation  of  the  baits, 
and  :often,  in  meeting  Mr.  Buel  on  his  trips' 
importmied  .him  to  engage  in  their  manufacture 
on  a  liberal  scale,  he  did  not  seem  at  all 
disposed  to  push  the  matter  as  a  business.  He 
appeared  to  be  more  pleased  to  work  with  the  baits 
as  a  pastmie.  Possibly  he  had  not  brought  them 
to  a  degree  of  perfection  that  sa'^isfied  him.  It 
was  not  until  18.52  that  he  took  out  his  first  pafent, 
though  he  obtained  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  in  after 
years.  He  used  to  say  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  making  the  spoons  as  a  business,  but  their 
reputation,  and  the  general  demand  for  them, 
became  such  that  he  was  actually  forced  to  establish 
a  small  plant  in  a  two-story  brick  building  on  Broad- 
street.  He  went  into  the  spoon-manufacturing 
busmess  m  1848.  The  number  of  men  employed 
was  six,  and  this  included  Mr.  Buel's  half-brother, 
Harvey  W.  Buel,  who  was  much  interested  in  the 
apparatus,  and  became  expert  in  its  manufacture. 
Orders  were  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  other  dealers,  purchasing  direct  from 
the  factory,  shipped  the  baits  to  all  countries  in  the 
world. 

While  there  are  a  gi-eat  variety  of  the  baits, 
the  principal  ones  are  the  'spinning  bait'  and 
the  '  fly  spcoa.'  The  former  consists  of  an  arrow- 
shaped  copper  plate  soldered  to  an  air  chamber  or 
'  belly,'  the  latter  being  long,  narrow,  and  oval, 
tapering  to  a  point  at  each  end.  The  air  chamber 
IS  silver-plated.  The  rear  ends  of  the  copper  plate 
known  as  'wings'  are  turned  to  resemble  a 
propeller.  A  small  tube  extends  through  the  air 
chamber,  providing  for  a  large  wire  on  which  the 
wings  or  belly  revolve.  The  three  hooks  (if  a 
single  set)  are  attached  to  the  wire  mentioned,  and 
are  stationary.  A  swivel  connects  the  other  end 
of  the  wire  with  the  trolling  Ime.  The  spinners 
are  made  in  eight  sizes,  varying  from  about  one  inch 
to  four  inches  in  length.  Bright  feathers  are  attached 
to  the  hooks.  The  fly  spoon,  which  is  a  spoon 
proper,  is  oVal  and  kidney-shaped.    The  spoon  is 


simply  fastened  on  the  hook  wire  with  a  ring  at  a 
proper  interval  above  the  points,  and  revolves 
aroimd  the  hooks  when  drawn  through  the  water. 
There  are  many  forms  of  these  spoons  with  special 
contrivances,  some  being  two-bladed,  others  having 
double  sets  of  hooks,  etc.,  but  all  embrace  the 
general  principles  described. 

"Mr.  Buel's  establishment  produced  the  bulk 
of  all  trolling  baits  that  delighted  the  hearts  of 
sportsmen  for  forty  years,  but  the  demand  became 
greater  than  the  house  could  supply,  and  the  pro- 
prietor refused  to  put  in  more  machinery  or  to 
increase  his  force.  As  he  became  advanced  in 
years  he  felt  less  interest  in  prosecuting  this  work, 
and  the  old  shop  grew  dingy.  He  died  in  1886, 
having  reached  eighty  years.  On  June  11,  1885, 
C.  B.  Pike  purchased  the  business^  which  is  being 
continued  to-day  under  the  name  of  the  'J.  T. 
Buel  Co.'  Mr.  Pike  erected  a  large  brick  block  on 
the  site  of  the  old  shop,  and  introduced  modem 
machinery.  The  capacity  of  the  plant  is  greater 
now  than  in  Mr.  Buel's  time. 

"  Mr.  Buel  was  a  fine-looking,  genial  gentleman, 
with  strong  characteristics,  who  had  a  very  happy 
faculty  as  an  entertainer.  He  had  an  inexhaustible 
fund  of  stories  concerning  his  experiences  in  fishing, 
and,  unlike  some  fish  stories,  many  of  his  were 
true.  He  was  recognised  as  an  authority  by  the 
fishermen  of  his  section  of  the  coimtry.  Ho  was 
familiarly  known  as  '  the  Judge,'  and  it  was  the 
delight  of  his  friends  to  assemble  in  the  old  shop 
and  hear  him  relate  his  adventures  and  discuss  his 
favourite  topic  while  seated  on  an  empty  Avy  goods 
box,  known  as  '  the  seat  of  honour.'  Mr.  Buel 
was  of  a  good  family,  and  was  held  in  the  highest 
confidence  and  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
held  the  oflQce  of  deputy  collector  of  United  States 
Customs  for  the  district  of  Champlain  for  several 
years,  and  filled  other  local  ofiices.  Alexander  W. 
Buel,  a  brother  of  Julio  T.,  was  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  was  a  member  of 
Congress  when  Mr.  Buel  took  out  his  first  patent 
in  1852.  The  inventor  was  related  to  the  family  of 
the  late  Commodore  T.  W.  Phillips,  and  also  to  the 
family  of  General  Grant.  Mr.  Harvey  W.  Buel,  a 
half-brother  of  the  inventor,  survives  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  has  always  been  closely  associated 
with  J.  T.  Buel  in  making  the  spoons,  and,  although 
now  quite  feeble,  he  enjoys  doing  a  little  work  in 
his  shop  at  his  residence  in  Whitehall,  where  he 
has  a  small  stock  of  spoons  for  sale." 


SOME  NOTES  ON  BEOGUES, 
BOOTS,  AND  WADEES. 


The  time  has  now  arrived  when  anglers  of 
experience  commence  to  overhaul  their  rods, 
tackle,  waders,  and  other  accessories ;  for  one 
knows  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  neglect  such  things, 
and  trust  to  chance  to  find  everything  all  serene, 
when  a  telegram  arrives  telling  one  the  river  is  in 
good  order  for  salmon,  or,  later  on,  the  May  Fly 
is  up.  On  more  than  one  occasion  the  writer  has 
regretted  putting  things  off  that  should  have  been 
attended  to  at  the  close  of  a  previous  season  ;  for, 
as  a  rule,  it  is  the  unexpected  that  happens.  I 
trust  that  the  following  observations  will  be  read 
with  profit,  being  the  result  of  a  long  experience, 
and  not  intended  as  a  puff  for  any  one  in  particular. 
In  my  time  I  have  tried  any  number  of  fads,  for 
anglers,  as  a  rule,  are  great  faddists;  not  that  I 
object  to  fads,  for  they  often  tend  to  improvement, 
and  out  of  a  number  some  survive  to  be  a  benefit. 

Brogues,  as  worn  over  fishing  stockings  or 
trousers,  vary  both  in  shape  and  in  the  material 
used  in  then-  manufacture.  A  shoe  brogue  made 
of  stout  Scottish  hide,  one  strap  over  the  instep, 
another  roimd  the  ankle,  was  the  first  brogue  I  can 
call  to  mind  as  far  back  as  the  forties,  and,  with 
one  or  two  slight  improvements,  remains  the  same 
to  the  present  time.  One  improvement,  dating 
from  1866,  consisted  in  altering  the  top  strap  so  as 
to  support  one's  heel,  as  in  the  old  Fen  skate ;  one 
other  uiiprovement  was  in  the  nails.  The  original 
shoe-shaped  brogue  is  now  i>roduced  in  rubber 
by  a  Scottish  firm,  and  is  called  the  Spey  brogue — 
and  a  very  good  brogue  it  is,  but  to  my  thinking 
rather  too  heavy.  With  respect  to  lightness  in 
brogues  or  boots,  the  thickness  of  the  soles,  with 
weight  of  naQs,  prevent  anj-thing  very  light  being 
brought  out.  This  is  observable  in  brogues  with  a 
felt  sole  :  felt-soled  brogues  impede  slipping,  but 
the  felt  wears  out  quickly,  and  has  to  be  constantly 
replaced. 
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In  the  early  sixties,  brogues  first  made  of  im- 
proved canvas  were  nice  and  light  in  weight,  but 
it  was  soon  discovered  that  without  leather  golosh 
there  was  no  support  for  the  ankle.  Then  there 
was  produced  a  can-s-as  ankle  brogue,  made  either 
to  lace  up  or  with  straps.  This  brogue  being  made 
with  a  bellows  tongue,  to  prevent  the  sand 
working  in,  is  in  favom-  up  to  date  ;  but,  practically, 
the  canvas  brogue  is  but  very  little  lighter  than 
if  made  entirely  of  leather,  while  I  find  leather 
brogues  last  longer.  Take  great  care  never  to  use 
dubbing  or  grease  to  dress  brogues,  as  grease  tends 
to  spoil  rubber  goods.  Simply  place  the  brogues 
in  a  tub  of  water  for  a  short  time  before  putting 
them  on,  when  they  will  be  found  quite  soft. 

In  the  present  day,  no  doubt,  it  is  more  difficult 
to  obtain  good  leather  than  it  was  in  my  young 
days.  So  much  leather  is  treated  by  the  acid  cure, 
instead  of  being  kept  in  the  tan  pits  a  sufficient 
time,  and  nails  would  hold  in  better  if  the  sole  was 
made  of  hard  hammered  leather,  and  any  ordinary 
hobnail  would  keep  in  longer.  Nails  have  been,  and, 
I  am  afraid,  always  will  be,  a  source  of  discomfort  to 
both  anglers  and  others.  Nails  suitable  for  boots 
or  brogues  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Many  years 
ago  a  gi-eat  difficulty  was  thought  to  have  been 
overcome  when  a  nail  with  a  square  head,  with  a 
slot  in  the  top,  thus  enabling  any  one  having  a  few 
spare  nails  and  a  bradawl  with  him  to  replace 
any  that  wore  down  or  came  out ;  also,  this  nail 
was  galvanised  to  prevent  rust.  This  screw  nail 
would  have  answered  better  had  the  head  been 
shorter,  for,  even  when  screwed  into  a  zinc  plate, 
placed  between  the  sole,  they  were  found  to  turn 
over,  the  leverage  being  very  great.  I  next  ti'ied 
some  screwed  into  a  socket,  but  even  then  they 
occasionally  broke. 

A  brogue  fitted  with  iron  plates  screwed  outside 
the  sole,  so  that  if  the  screw  nail  broke  in  the  iron 
plate  could  be  taken  off  and  the  broken  part 
removed,  was  then  tried.  After  one  or  two  failures 
the  steel  top  was  hardened  and  the  screw  part  kept 
soft ;  this  plan  then  answered  perfectly,  and,  the 
nail  being  made  to  be  removed  by  aid  of  a  key,  the 
steel-pointed  head  could  be  resharpened  to  a  point 
when  it  had  worn  down,  and  they  were  used  by 
many  well-known  anglers  to  prevent  slipping  on 
rocks  when  covered  with  slime  after  a  spate.  The 
only  fault  was  the  great  expense. 

Combination  waders  are  simply  a  fishing  boot 
goloshed  well  up  with  leather,  and  ha\ang  light  or 
heavy  soles  studded  with  nails.  For  trout  fishing 
they  are  excellent,  and  much  fancied  by  a  number 
of  anglers,  but  I  cannot  recommend  them  in  the 
high  wader  or  trouser  form,  they  being  very  difficult 
to  dry  if  once  wet  inside,  which  often  occurs,  either 
by  overwading  or  damage.  Then,  again,  it  fre- 
quently happens  one  likes  to  test  one's  waders  by 
filling  them  with  water  in  order  to  feel  quite  sure 
they  are  perfectly  sound.  I  always  make  a  point 
of  this,  to  prevent  getting  rheumatism,  etc.  Once 
thoroughly  wet,  and  being  unable  to  turn  them 
inside  out,  they  take  a  tei'rible  time  to  dry,  and  for 
the  matter  of  that  the  same  may  be  said  of  any  boot 
form  of  wader. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  end  a  wader  with 
a  separate  brogue  is  most  desirable,  as  the  boot 
part  can  be  resoled  by  any  ordinary  bootmaker, 
but  combinations  must  be  sent  to  the  maker,  or 
one  stands  a  chance  of  having  them  spoilt. 

It  may  be  gathered  from  the  above  remarks  that 
the  writer  inclines  rather  to  fishing  stockings  and 
brogues  for  trouting,  and  trousers  for  salmon  fish- 
ing, than  any  kind  of  boot  wader.  I  must  here 
mention  that  an  old  friend,  an  angler  of  experience, 
begs  to  differ  from  me  on  this  point,  getting  over 
the  difficulty  of  testing  and  drying  by  using  an 
inner  waterproof  sock  made  of  very  thin  or  light 
material,  and,  being  worn  inside  the  boots,  easily 
turned  inside  out  to  dry  off  the  perspiration ; 
while  another  old  friend  never  has  less  than  three 
pairs  of  boots,  thus  giving  his  servant  plenty  of 
time  to  dry  them  thoroughly,  which  should  always 
be  done  before  putting  them  on  again. 

I  trust  a  few  words  on  testing  and  repairing 
waders  may  be  found  of  some  use  to  beginners. 

When  I  first  used  fishing  stockings  I  was  much 
concerned  by  the  dampness  I  found  inside,  naturally 
believing  that  they  leaked,  as  on  one  occasion  wet 
trickled  down  my  leg.  Yet  this  was  only  per- 
spiration caused  by  extra  exertion.  Then  the 
water,  being  very  cold,  helped  the  condensation. 
This  was  'clearly  proved  when  they  were  subjected 
to  a  severe  testing.  If  any  doubt  exists  in  one's 
mind  with  respect  to  the  soundness  of  one's 


waders,  fasten  them  securely  up  to  a  beam  with 
strong  cord,  and  fill  up  with  water,  the  weight  of 
water,  especially  in  a  pair  of  trousers,  being  con- 
siderable. I  mention  this,  as  on  one  occasion  the 
cord  gave  way,  completely  drenching  me  and 
flooding  the  place. 

Have  ready  a  piece  of  blue  tailor's  chalk,  and  at 
once  mark  the  place  where  a  damp  spot  begins  to 
show,  as  it  will  be  found  if  they  are  left  for  any 
length  of  time  the  capillary  attraction  of  the 
cotton  material  causes  the  wet  to  spread,  your 
time  will  be  lost,  and  the  drying  and  testing  all 
must  be  done  over  again.  The  advantage  of  blue 
chalk  to  mark  over  a  pencil,  if  only  a  splash  caused 
by  careless  filling,  is  that  it  dries  to  its  natural  coloiir, 
while  if  it  is  a  leakage  the  blue  txurns  much  darker 
in  colour. 

Be  careful,  as  I  said,  to  mark  the  exact  spot,  as 
the  capillary  attraction  quickly  spreads  the  wet, 
and  aU  chance  to  effect  a  perfect  repair  is  lost. 
Turn  them  out  and  dry  on  both  sides  before 
proceeding  to  patch  them.  Then  with  a  piece  of 
prepared  cloth  and  a  capsule  of  rubber  solution  a 
repair  (at  least  for  the  time)  may  be  effected. 

With  respect  to  boots,  they  should  be  sent  to 
the  makers,  being  both  difficult  to  test  as  well  as 
repair. 

The  ordinary  rubbers,  as  our  American  friends 
call  them,  are  excellent  for  both  boat  or  bank 
fishing,  and  with  an  oilskin  coat  tend  to  make  sea 
fishing  a  pleasure.  I  recommend  the  black  oil 
coats  in  preference  to  yellow;  at  least,  I  have 
always  found  them  the  best.  Old  Angler. 


and  every  one  nowadays  regards  the  conservative 
tortoises  as  '  slow.' 

"  Nature's  Progress. 

"  This  '  armour  reform '  made  itself  felt  among 
the  fishes.  The  fossil  fishes  which  Dr.  Woodward 
bought  in  the  United  States  have  headpieces  some- 
times four  inches  in  thiclaiess  I  The  armour  plate 
which  is  visible  on  fishes  nowadays — chiefly  small 
fresh-water  ones  —  is  very  ^  thin  and  very  light. 
Even  the  sturgeon,  a  large  fish,  is  lightly  armom-ed. 
The  fish  that  came  from  the  Cleveland  beds  in 
Amei-ica — beds  which  are  contemporaneous  with 
the  upper  Devonian  in  England,  and  almost  of  the 
same  period  as  the  coal  measures — were  of  a  size 
that  would  put  the  light-armoured  sturgeon  of 
to-day  to  flight.  They  were  more  than  fourteen 
feet  in  length ;  their  skulls  were  four  feet  across ; 
they  had  jaws  which  were  both  pincers  and 
shears,  and  the  lower  mandibles  of  which  were 
more  than  two  feet  in  length.  There  are  two  upper 
front  teeth  in  the  specimen  case,  standing  in  the 
Central  Hall,  which  are  about  the  size  of  soda- 
water  tumblers.  The  armour-plating — and  here  it 
is  interesting  to  compare  Natm-e's  methods  with 
those  which  man  employs  in  naval  construction — 
is  confined  to  the  head  and  shoulders  of  the  fish, 
though  the  dorsal  plate  points  spade-like  down  the 
back.  But  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the 
armour  is  that  the  shoulder-plates  fit  into  the 
head-plates  by  a  beautifully  made  knob  and  socket 
arrangement,  so  that  the  fish  was  able  to  turn  its 
head  from  side  to  side.    There  is  only  one  living 


A  Fossil  Fish,  showing  Aemoub  Plates  on  Head  and  Shoulders. 


AEMOUEED  FISH. 


"  By  the  energy  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Woodward,  the 
Natural  History  Museum,  South  Kensington,  has 
lately  become  the  possessor  of  a  collection  of 
'  armoured  fishes,'  to  which  posterity  may  perhaps 
point  as  an  interesting  instance  of  the  way  in  which 
naval  construction  has  followed  the  lines  laid  down 
in  tens  of  thousands  of  years  by  Nature's  instances. 
These  armour-plated  fishes  were  bought  in  the 
United  States  by  Dr.  Woodward,  and  make  the 
Natural  History  Museum's  collection  of  them 
the  most  complete  and  illustrative  in  the  world. 
The  history  of  armour  plating  in  animals  is  just 
what  the  history  of  armour  has  been  in  war : 
perhaps  the  comparison  should  be  the  other  way 
about,  seeing  that  the  history  of  armour  can  only 
set  hundreds  of  years  against  Nature's  hundreds  of 
thousands.  In  the  early  history  of  warfare  the 
knights  piled  on  armour  in  order  to  keep  out  the 
attacks  of  their  enemies.  As  warfare  progressed, 
and  skill  took  the  place  of  brute  force,  the  armour 
grew  lighter,  and  weight  gave  place  to  speed  and 
mobility.  Perhaps  in  the  same  way  armour-plating 
on  ships  may  grow  thinner  and  thinner,  and  every- 
thing be  sacrificed  to  imparting  speed  to  men-of- 
war.  That,  at  any  rate,  is  what  has  happened  in  the 
animal  kingdom,  both  on  land  and  at  sea.  In  what 
we  may  call  the  reptilian  age,  when  huge  monsters 
as  big  as  a  ten-roomed  house  stalked  the  earth. 
Nature  protected  them  with  spines  and  armour  that 
would  tvurn  the  stoutest  stomach.  No  animal  could 
eat  a  Dinosaur,  for  instance,  without  suffering  grave 
personal  inconvenience.  But  as  Nature  struggled 
on  towards  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  she  began  to 
discard  this  clumsy  armour.  Animals  grew  smaller, 
they  discarded  their  armour  as  the  Life  Guards  did 
when  they  went  to  South  Africa,  and  the  ruling 
animals  were  those  who  were  most  mobile.  Armour 
has,  in  fact,  gone  out  of  fashion  Sjraong  land  animals ; 


fish  which  possesses  this  peculiarity,  and  that  is 
the  bony  pike  of  North  America.  But  the  pike 
has  no  such  arrangement  as  that  of  the  armour- 
plated  fossil  fish.  He  is  able  to  wag  his  head  by 
virtue  of  a  ball  and  socket  in  his  backbone.  The 
scientific  value  of  the  acquisition  is  that  it  clears 
up  several  doubts  as  to  other  Russian  specimens 
which  the  museum  possesses,  and  which  at  one 
time  were  put  down  as  Ichthyosaurs,  or  even 
tortoises,  instead  of  the  fishes  which  it  is  now 
certain  that  they  were.  It  also  makes  more 
instructive  the  collection  of  Scottish  armoured  fishes 
which  the  Geological  Department  already  had  ;  and 
it  is  now  fair  to  claim  that  the  British  collection 
of  armour-plated  fishes^some  of  which  may  have 
been  true  "armoured  submarines,"  but  many  of 
which,  like  the  armom-ed  fishes  of  the  present  era, 
were  probably  fresh-water  fish  —  the  best  in  the 
world." — Daily  GrapJdc. 


THE  FEAR  THAT  THE  CALIFORNIAN 
SALMON  {SALMO  QUINNAT)  MAY  BE 
INTRODUCED  INTO  OUR  WATERS. 


I  have  on  many  occasions  during  the  past  twenty 
years  advised,  as  strongly  as  possible,  against  proposals 
to  introduce  the  Californian  salmon  into  our  rivers, 
because  the  fish  will  not  rise  to  the  fly,  because  it 
is  subject  to  a  frightful  disease,  and  because  it  is  in 
many  ways  inferior,  and  in  none  superior,  to  our  own 
salmon  {Salmo  salar).  At  the  request  of  Herr  S.  Jaff6, 
one  of  the  foremost  of  German  pisciculturists,  I 
reprint  the  following  correspondence  on  the  subject. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Moreton  Frewen  sounded  a 
note  of  warning  as  to  the  danger  of  importing  salmon 
eggs  from  Germany,  as  the  quinnat  salmon  might 
get  introduced  by  accident.     I  thought  Mr.  Frewen's 
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warning  was  quite  justified,  as  the  Continental  pisci- 
culturists have  for  many  years  had  the  Californian 
salmon  on  their  price  lists,  and  it  will  be  only 
doing  a  public  duty  to  give  still  further  publicity  to 
Herr  Jaffa's  strong  condemnation  of  the  fish  from  the 
angler's  point  of  view,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  it 
developed  fungus  very  badly  when  tried  by  him. 
Never  having  seen  any  report  of  grilse  or  adult  quinnat 
being  captured  in  the  French  or  German  rivers  in 
which  they  have  been  tried,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  European  conditions  do  not  suit  them.  I  hope 
it  is  so.  R.  B.  Marston. 


"  Salmon  Ova  feom  Germany. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Field. 

"Sir, — A  large  number  of  salmon  hatcheries  are 
being  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  I  notice  that  German  egg  sellers  are  offering 
salmon  ova.  This  being  the  case,  may  I  sound  a  note 
of  warning  in  your  columns.  For  quite  fifteen  years 
past  very  large  numbers  of  the  ova  of  the  quinnat 
salmon  from  California  and  Oregon  have  been  shipped 
to  German  hatcheries,  and  I  believe  the  Rhine  is 
stocked  with  these  fish.  I  notice  in  one  of  the 
Washington  reports  by  Professor  Bettoni  the  following 
statement : — 

"  At  Apeldoorn  the  Californian  salmon  is  also 
hatched,  which  develops  quicker  than  the  Rhine 
salmon.  It  is  this  salmon  which  Professor  Von  Baer, 
President  of  the  German  Fishery  Association,  con- 
siders peculiarly  adapted  to  the  rivers  flowing  into  the 
Mediterranean.  Professor  Von  Baer  has  since  1877 
planted  in  the  Danube  670,000  eggs  of  the  California 
salmon. 

"  The  Government  of  New  Zealand  are,  I  am  aware, 
also_  introducing  these  salmon  into  their  rivers.  These 
Pacific  salmon  are,  however,  quite  useless  for  sporting 
purposes,  as  nothing  will  induce  them  to  |rise  to  a  fly, 
and  should  they  become  naturalised  in  our  rivers, 
I  can  imagine  nothing  more  unfortunate.  The  angler 
would  change  every  fly  in  his  book  casting  over  these 
rising  fish.  I  should  strongly  urge  fish  hatchers  to 
avoid  salmon  '  made  in  Germany  '  [?  California. — Ed.] 
This  warning  does  not,  of  course,  include  trout  ova, 
and,  indeed,  we  must  all  bear  willing  witness  to  the 
splendid  enterprise  of  German  fish  culturists ;  not 
even  the  Americans  are  ahead  of  Germans  in  scientific 
pisciculture.  ' '  Moreton  Fre wen.  ' ' 
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"  Salmon  Ova  from  Germany. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Field. 

"  Sir, — Mr.  Moretou  Freweu  is  certainly  mis- 
informed if  he  thinks  that  eggs  of  the  Californian 
salmon  {Sabiio  quinnat)  could  by  any  possibility  come 
from  over  here.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  in  1877,  and 
up  to  the  eighties,  very  large  consignments  of  the 
quinnat  eggs  were  received  from  the  States  and 
planted  as  fry,  not  only  in  the  Rhine,  but  also  on  the 
Danube,  but  not  one  of  these  fry  ever  turned  up  as  an 
adult  fish.  A  few  of  the  offspring  were  kept  in  experi- 
mental ponds  at  Himingen  up  to  three  years  ago, 
when  they  showed  signs  of  decay,  and  were  also 
planted  out,  never  to  return.  Since  "that  time  (twenty 
years  ago)  the  only  quinnats  in  Europe  were  those 
kept  at  the  Trocadero  Aquarium,  Paris,  under.the  care 
of  Dr.  Bellesme,  who  thought  very  highly  indeed  of 
this  fish,  and  no  doubt  the  yearlings  and  two  and 
three  years  old  which  I  saw  in  1895  at  the  Paris 
Aquarium  were  pretty  enough  fish.  In  1896,  and 
again  in  1897,  I  imported  a  box  of  quinnat  eggs  from 
California  (Baird).  One  of  these  consignments  proved 
a  total  failure,  through  faulty  packing,  all  the  eggs 
perishing  en  route. 

"Out  of  the  second  consignment  I  saved  about 


ten  thousand  fry,  and  had  very  high  hopes  of  the  fish 
when  I  saw  them  feeding  more  greedily  than  I  had 
ever  seen  Salmonidae  fry  feed  before,  and  growing  quite 
up  to  Dr.  Bellesme's  predictions  into  4-in.  fish  at  mid- 
summer of  their  first  year.  From  the  yearling  stage, 
however,  they  proved  disappointing  indeed,  the  fish 
showing  (quite  unlike  rainbows,  which  they  somewhat 
resemble  up  to  this  stage)  a  very  strong  tendency  to 
jump  at  the  inlet  and  outlet  screens,  already  partially 
assuming  silvery  dress  after  nine  months,  and  evidently 
showing  a  strong  desire  to  get  out  of  bounds  and  go 
down  stream. 

"  Other  Salmonidae  at  this  age  (including  the  young 
of  Salmo  salar,  our  native  salmon)  are  particularly 
strong  and  healthy,  and  can  do  with  a  good  deal  of 
knocking  about ;  but  these  Californians,  well  fed  as 
they  were  (though  not  overfed),  would  not  stand  the 
slightest  handling,  and  many  died  (perfectly  healthy 
fish,  and  showing  no  suspicion  of  fungus)  on  being 
transferred  to  the  deep  two-year-old  ponds.  I  have 
afterwards  heard  from  the  attendants  at  the  Paris 
aquarium  that  their  losses  on  transferring  quinnats  at 
any  age  were  heavy  indeed,  and  that  my  experience 
that  way  does  not  .stand  alone. 

"  I  had  carefully  followed  up  the  literature  about  the 
quinnat,  and  it  was  with  some  misgiving  that  I  placed 
the  yearlings  between  two  ponds,  of  which  the  upper 
contained  three-year-old  farios,  the  lower  three-year- 
old  fontinalis,  for  if  the  reports  about  the  very 
destructive  funguw' developed  by  the  quinnat  salmon 
were  true  I  should  risk  the  lives  of  a  great  many 
valuable  fish,  the  fontinalis,  through  its  fine-scaled 
skin,  being  particularly  liable  always  to  fungoid 
infection.  I  trusted,  however,  to  our  very  hard  water 
from  the  limestone  and  to  plentiful  vegetation  to 
prevent  a  spread  of  infection,  and  in  this  I  proved 
right. 

"  The  quinnats  during  their  second  summer  (males 
and  females  being  kept  together)  did  fairly  well, 
daveloping,  however,  an  inordinate  appetite,  and 
growing  by  no  means  in  proportion,  though  kept  on  a 
very  liberal  diet  of  haddock  (fresh)  and  mussels.  I 
tested  them  from  time  to  time  with  the  fly,  and  they 
took  it  very  well — colour  did  not  seem  to  matter  to 
them;  in  fact,  fly  or  minnow  or  any  other  bait 
seemed  alike  to  their  greedy  appetites.  But  whilst  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  hook  and  fight  a  rainbow  trout,  there 
was  no  fight  in  these  quinnats  after  the  first  bite,  and 
none  of  the  fish  once  hooked  (though  ever  so  lightly) 
recovered,  whilst  brown  trout  and  rainbows,  or  even 
fontinalis,  though  often  hooked,  will  quickly  recover 
in  our  fine  cold  spring  water.  As  autumn  came  on 
(second  year)  the  males,  now  easily  distinguished  by 
their  lanky  appearance  and  greenish  sides,  showed 
plenty  of  milt  (as  many  American  fish  will  do  in  the 
second  year)  ;  a  few  of  the  females  showed  eggs. 
Many  of  the  female  fish  were,  however,  very  silvery, 
fat,  and  with  no  eggs  formed. 

"  The  fish  were  handled  with  the  greatest  possible 
care,  flannel  dippers  being  used  instead  of  landing 
nets,  to  avoid  any  possible  injury  to  the  skin  and 
slime ;  still,  a  great  many  seemed  lost  as  soon  as  the 
dippers  touched  them,  and  of  the  males  particularly ; 
quite  fifty  per  cent,  of  those  surviving  showed  a  bad 
fungus  extending  rapidly  from  head  to  tail,  which 
accounted  for  the  loss  of  quite  half  the  survivors 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months.  Nona  of  the 
fontinalis  in  the  pond  below  nor  of  the  farios  above 
suffered  from  fungus  before  and  after,  nor  were  the 
fish  that  I  placed  into  the  quinnat  pond  afterwards 
(rainbows)  infected  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  deter- 
mined to  see  the  experiment  through  and  sacrifice  one 
of  my  best  three-year-old  ponds  and  another  year  of 
care  and  food  to  the  survivors  (some  four  hundred 
about  |lb.  fish),  and  after  a  year  of  careful  attendance 
I  found  myself  with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  fib. 
to  lib.  fish  going  into  the  first  real  spawning  season  of 
my  quinnats.  The  fish  had  had  the  best  of  foods, 
much  the  same  as  they  would  have  in  the  sea, 
and  on  which  our  rainbows  throve  beautifully — 
haddock  and  a  very  liberal  allowance  of  fresh 
mussels,  with  a  bucketful  of  shrimps,  and  sweet 
water  mollusc;e  added  now  and  then ;  but  whilst 
the  rainbows  scaled  21b.  and  31b.,  and  were  a  pleasure 
to  see  as  they  dashed  about,  these  greedy  quinnats 
(much  greedier  in  their  appetites  than  the  rainbows) 
could  not  shape,  nor  did  we  get  anything  like  a 
satisfactory  spawning,  most  of  the  fish  developing 
irregular  eggs.  As  to  the  proportion  of  deaths  and 
fungoid  appearance,  there  is  the  same  tale  as  in  the 
second  year,  and  if,  after  another  year's  disappointing 
work  with  this  fish,  I  have  closed  my  book  so  far  as 
the  quinnat  is  concerned,  and  killed  off  every  one  of 
the  ungainly  lib.  and  21b.  breeders  and  the  remaining 
few  yearlings,  you  may  believe  me  that  I  did  so  with 
the  conviction  that,  whatever  our  neighbours  in  France 
think  of  the  high  qualities  of  the  quinnat,  I  do 
not  think,  after  the  total  failure  of  our  1877-1880 
stockings,  and  after  the  exhaustive  trials  I  made  with 
this  fish  here  side  by  side  with  Salmo  salar,  that  any 
money  spent  on  further  experiments  with  this  fish 
would  be  well  employed. 

"  What  struck  me  was  the  very  early  and  very  pro- 
nounced tendency  of  the  quinnat  smolts  to  wander 


down  stream.  Jlaybe  that  in  liberating  them  after 
nine  months  I  would  have  done  better,  the  dwarfing 
of  the  older  fish  (much  more  pronounced  than  in  our 
native  salmon,  which  we  can  keep  very  well  in  growth 
quite  up  to  natural  conditions  to  their  third  year  at 
least),  their  inordinate  appetite,  and  the  early  sexual 
ripeness  convince  me  that  the  fish  under  natural 
conditions  would  require  very  much  heavier-stocked 
feeding  grounds  than  our  Salmo  salar  puts  up  with  — 
feeding  grounds,  by  the  bye,  that  are  quite  depleted 
enough  as  it  is. 

"Perhaps  (though  I  am  not  sure  of  this)  the  fish 
requires  warmer  temperature  altogether  for  ripening 
and  fattening  up  than  our  European  waterg  afford,  and 
maybe  that  the  New  Zealand  experiments,  therefore, 
will  not  prove  quite  as  disappointing  as  ours. 

"  Sandford  Trout  Fishery,  "  S.  Jaffk. 

Osnabruck,  Hanover. 
Feb.  2." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  maiming. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

ISO  min.  for  Chelsea.  Ibo  min.  foi  Kew. 

Add]*"    "     "  Putney.  Arl.J"^  "  Richmond. 

j45  „  „  Hammersmith.  '^""jSO  ,,  ,,  Twickenham. 
(50    „     „   Barnes.  |85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  ,      ,  „  ,  Morning.  Eyening. 

Saturday,  Feb.  23                            4.40    5.  0 

Sunday,  „  24                            5.21    5.43 

Monday,  ,,  25                            6.  7    B.32 

Tuesday,  ,,  25                            6.57    7.26 

Wednesday,  „  27                            8.  1    8.41 

Thursday,  ,,  28                            9.24    10.11 

Friday,  War.  1                           10.56    11.35 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  weather 
during  the  week  has  been  against  successful  angling, 
the  changeable  temperature  putting  the  fish  off  the 
feed.  In  addition  to  this  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  Perch  have  fed  best,  and  several  very  fair-sized 
ones  have  been  caught.  The  river  is  now  at  summer 
level,  and  the  water  is  very  clear  again.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  close  of  the  season,  in  three  weeks' 
time,  will  arrive  without  much  sport  being  had,  unless 
the  atmospheric  conditions  change  for  the  better.  Mr. 
A.  Drinkwater,  at  Datohet,  on  Monday,  had  eighteen 
very  good  roach,  but  the  fish  were  feeding  badly.  Mr. 
W.  Newman,  at  Kingston,  on  Tuesday,  with  Johnson, 
had  a  few  perch,  despite  the  cold  rain  showers.  The 
Kingston  Piscatorials  hold  a  pike  competition  on  the 
Thames  on  Feb.  23,  24,  and  25.  The  Thames  Re- 
stocking Association  will  hold  a  committee  meeting 
at  Carr's  Restam-ant  on  Wednesday  week. — P.  H. 
Amphlett. 

.  (Henley). — Just  now  the  river  is  in  splendid 

condition  for  all-round  angling ;  a  good  stream  is 
running,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  during  the 
past  fortnight.  The  following  are  among  the  best 
catches  I  know  of.  Mr.  S.  Meyers,  fishing  with  the 
"  General,"  on  the  9th,  took  five  jack,  the  best  brace 
weighing  101b.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Long,  out  with  J. 
Hawkes,  had  a  basket  of  jack  and  perch,  weighing  35lb., 
the  best  jack  scaling  61b.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  Geo. 
Clements,  out  with  G.  Arlett,  at  Medmenham,  secured 
five  jack  (best  fish  71b.),  the  basket,  with  some  perch  and 
roach,  weighing  241b.  A  number  of  "  bankers  "  were 
down  on  this  day,  but  few,  I  fear,  took  many  roach. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  above  Shiplake,  on  the  13th, 
with  the  "  General,"  had,  amongst  others,  a  brace  of 
perch  weighing  31b.  ^oz.,  their  respective  weights  being 
lib.  15ioz.  and  lib.  loz.  The  Henley-on-Thames 
Preservation  Association  turned  five  hundred  large 
two-year-old  trout  into  the  river  on  Feb.  7.  The  fish, 
which  were  a  grand  lot,  arrived  in  Henley  in  fine 
condition.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  were  liberated  near 
jMarsh  Lock,  and  the  others  were  turned  in  just  below 
Hambleden  Lock.  I  turned  three  hundred  and  seven- 
five  roach,  chub,  perch,  and  jack  into  the  river  on  the 
13th  inst.,  for  the  Thames  Restocking  Association. 
On  the  16th  ^Mr.  W.  Hawes,  fishing  the  Loddon  waten" 
with  W.  Vaughan,  took  three  jack,  best  fish  Sib.  On 
the  same  day  a  London  bank  angler  secured  a  71b. 
j.ack,  and  Jlr.  G.  Clements  (out  with  G.  Arlett)  had  a 
good  show  of  perch  and  a  jack  5Jlb.  On  the  17th  a 
patron  of  G.  Vaughan  took  three  jack  of  31b.,  6Jlb., 
and  101b.  ^Messrs.  A.  E.  Hobbs  and  G.  Clements  fiad 
good  bags  of  perch  on  the  same  day,  and  a  local 
angler  had  a  jack  of  101b.  One  "banker"  also 
took  a  bream,  which,  I  am  told,  weighed  between  41b. 
and  51b.  A  number  of  small  jack  have  been  caught 
during  the  last  few  davs,  and  the  roach  are  once  more 
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in  a  feeding  humour.    Given  fine  weather,  the  season, 

which  has  been  a  bad  one,  should  finish  well  

(Wedisesday  Night.)— G.  Arlett,  out  with  Mr.  Bed- 
home,  some  jack,  best  fish  lUh. ;  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing 
the  Loddon  waters  with  W.  Vaughan,  three  jack  of  41b. 
each  ;  Mr.  Norman,  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  three 
jack,  best  fish  4ilb. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (LecMade,  Glos.)— On  Feb.  18  Mr.  John  Smith 

had  a  pike  of  12Jlb. ;  other  anglers  have  taken  jack  of 
6^1b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  Perch  and  roach  have  not 
been  feeding  well,  the  snow  water  probably  being  the 
cause.  Some  of  the  jack  caught  have  been  found 
already  gravid,  and  were  returned.— Ramblee. 

  Streatley.  —  Water  in  first-class  condition. 

Dr.  Carpenter  took  four  pike  on  Feb.  17,  largest  71b.  

Hobace  J.  Gaednee. 

.    (Walton).— The  water  is  quite  low  again,  but 

IS  all  wrong  for  bottom  fishing,  as  there  is  still  some 
snow  in  it ;  but  1  might  say  it  is  in  good  condition 
for  chub  and  roach,  for  they  feed  best  in  sharp  weather. 
Mr.  Price,  fishing  from  one  of  my  punts  on  Feb.  17, 
took  one  chub,  31b. ;  Mr.  Cook,  two  chub,  the  best 
lilb. ;  Mr.  Wheatley,  two  chub,  the  best.  21b.  These 
fish  were  taken  while  roach  fishing  with  breadcrust. 
There  are  plenty  of  good  chub  in  the  Walton  reach, 
but  they  are  very  rarely  properly  fished  for.  I  am  going 
to  have  a  turn  on  Friday,  and  will  report  the  result 
next  week.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  backwater  is 
still  loaded  with  ice. — John  Hone. 

Bottisham  I.ocks  (Waterbeach).— The  river  this 
(Wednesday)  morning  is  clean,  with  a  good  coloui-. 
We  have  not  had  much  snow  here,  which  is  not  in 
evidence  now,  but  the  ice  water  has  put  the  roach  ofi 
the  feed,  and  the  several  attempts  made  to  secure  them 
have  met  with  small  results.  The  pike  also  have  not 
been  on  the  move  freely.  Visitors  to  the  water-side  on 
the  lodes  have  been  disappointed  in  wetting  a  line, 
they  being  frozen  over,  so  that  the  skate  has  been 
more  m  evidence  here  than  the  rod. — John  O.  Geoege. 

Sure,  Norfolk  CWroxhaiii  District).— Arctic 
weather  has  lately  been  experienced,  the  thermometer 
having  been  to  zero.  Thaw  has  now  set  in,  but  rivers 
are  full  of  snow,  broads  all  heavily  frozen,  and  angling 
completely  "  oS,"  with  little  prospect  of  being  worth 
resuming  for  three  weeks  or  more.— C.  W.  Tayloe. 

liden  (Carlisle).— Salmon  fishing,  both  with  nets 
and  rods,  has  opened  ausijiciously.  As  was -to  be  ex- 
pected after  such  an  open  winter,  the  upper  nets  have 
done  much  better  than  those  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  those  at  Warwick  Hall  having  done  exceedingly 
well.  Many  of  the  fish  have  evidently  been  some 
months  in  the  fresh  water,  being  dark  in  colour  and 
rather  wanting  in  plumpness.  The  rod  season  began 
on  the  16th  inst.,  on  which  day  Mr.  Matthew  Cowan 
killed  two  fish  about  81b.  each  in  the  Association 
Waters  below  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell  one 
101b.  at  Warwick  Hall.  On  Monday,  the  18th,  Mr.  M. 
F.  Scott  landed  two  81b.  and  151b.  at  Syke  Foot.  On 
the  19th  the  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  two  161b.  each 
Mr.  T.  Robinson  one  101b.,  and  Mr.  Slater  one  161b! 
The  water  is  low  and  very  clear,  or  the  results  of  the 
first  three  days  would  have  been  better,  for  there  are 
evidently  a  good  many  spring  fish  in  the  pools.— Silvee 
Geey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Weather  dry  but 
very  cold.  The  river  has  at  length  returned  to  normal 
condition,  and  there  is  every  chance  now  of  a  good 
finish  for  the  coarse-fishing  fraternity.  With  ex- 
ception of  a  few  pike,  all  of  medium  size,  nothing  has 
been  done  this  past  week.  For  the  first  time  in 
liistory  our  trout  and  salmon  rod  seasons  open 
simultaneously  on  March  1.  Needless  to  say,  both 
classes  of  anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  eventful 
day.  Recent  heavy  waters  have  assisted  the  upward 
migration  of  a  goodly  number  of  salmon,  so  better 
results  than  of  late  years  may  be  hoped  for.  With  an 
almost  continuous  wet  winter,  and  on  the  whole  a 
mild  one,  the  trout  have  had  a  favourable  spawning 
season,  and  fly  fishermen  are  promising  themselves  a 
little  compensation  for  the  misery  of  last  season.— Red 
Palmee. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,   and  Cambs.)— 

Anglers  have  had  another  week's  rest.  The  frost 
which  at  one  time  last  week  looked  like  clearino-  off' 
returned  with  some  severity,  and  still  waters  became 
icebound,  and  skaters  were  in  force  on  Cowbit  Wash 
Lmgay  Fen,  and  at  Littleport.  Roach  fishing  was  all 
but  useless,  and  it  was  too  cold  for  operations  in 
bottom  fishing.  Some  few,  I  hear,  tried  the  more 
active  method  of  spinning  for  pike  with  live  bait. 
Near  to  Donington  Bridge,  for  instance,  there  were  a 
few  captures  of  these  fish  from  the  Fortyfoot,  but  no 
one  had  a  heavy  basket,  or  even  a  goodly  fish  In 
similar  terms  the  fishing  on  the  Welland  at  Deeping 
may  be  described.  It  is  nearly  all  off  for  the  want  of 
warmer  weather. — Limpet. 

,  Idle  District  (North  Notts)  .^Angling  to  a  very 
great  extent  has  been  confined  to  the  open  reaches  of 
the  river.  The  canal  in  many  places,  and  most  of  the 
private  lakes  and  ponds,  have  been  ice-bound  and 
unfishable ;  even  the  river  itself,  which  appeared  in 
fairly  good  ply,  was  disappointing.  Whether  it  was 
the  effect  of  the  melting  snow  or  the  extreme  cold, 
success  among  the  roach  was  almost  unheard  of  in 


the  waters  about  Scrooby,  Mattersey,  and  other  points 
below  Retford.  Occasionally  a  grayling  or  two  have 
come  from  the  waters  above  that  town,  and  an 
occasional  chub  has  fallen  to  those  who  have  had 
the  patience  to  seek  that  fish.  I  have  heard  of  anglers 
getting  a  little  better  luck  in  the  Haxey  district 
among  the  pike.  One  angler  reports  two  or  throe 
fish,  and  the  best  specimen  of  the  district  is  reported 
to  be  one  of  101b.  What  is  wanted  is  warmer  weather. 
— Li. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Dew, 
Bangor,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Williams  have  caught  a  few 
trout.  Prospects  of  ice  are  disappearing,  and  sport 
should  be  good  for  the  next  three  months.— W.  H. 

Lea.— Roach  anglers  visiting  the  Lea  have,  as  far 
as  the  public  waters  are  concerned,  experienced 
another  disappointing  week's  sport,  and  appear  to 
have  fared  no  better  on  the  Stort.  The  rivers  have 
been  bright,  and  holding  snow  water,  while  high  cold 
winds  and  sharp  frosts  have  also  been  very  much 
a,gainst  the  wielder  of  the  pole.  The  Broadwater  at 
St.  Margarets  has  been  coated  with  ice,  and  if  the 
frost  continues  skating  is  likely  to  be  in  progress  there 
by  the  week-end.  Other  portions  of  the  navigation 
have  also  been  in  the  icy  grip  of  Jack  Frost.  Under 
the  circumstances,  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  I 
can  only  hear  of  the  capture  of  pike  and  perch  and  an 
occasional  decent  roach.  One  of  the  pike  caught  at 
Rye  House  by  Mr.  Beaumont  weighed  just  over  71b 
and  was  a  nicely  fed  fish. — Izaak  Walton.  ' 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  little  higher  than  normal  early  spring  level, 
and  clear,  though  I  cannot  help  thinking  there  is  snow 
water  in  them,  as  the  snow  is  still  rather  deep  on 
some  of  the  Radnorshire  hills,  and  occasional  thaws 
occur  in  the  variable  weather  we  have  been  havin^. 
There  is  not  much  chance  of  sport  before  the  trout 
season  opens  on  March  2.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  falls  of  snow ;  but  they 
have  only  been  light  falls,  and  they  have  not  altered  the 
water,  and  it  is  now  fine  and  the  rivers  are  runnino- 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing 
The  weather  has  turned  milder  during  the  daytime, 
and  there  has  been  a  good  few  natural  flies  out  on  the 
water,  and  fish  have  been  rising.  Angling  has  been 
quiet,  owing  to  few  grayling  moving,  and  trout  are  not 
j'et  in  season.  Anglers  are  inclined  to  wait  until  next 
month,  when  sport  should  be  good  with  Februa,ry 
Red,  Red  Ant,  Red  Palmer.  The  Pinsley  is  clear.— 
Gwynne. 

Maldon,  Chelmer,  and  Blackwater.— I  have 
not  much  sport  to  report  this  week.  The  river  is 
frozen  over,  but  several  anglers  have  been  reaching 
through  the  holes  made  in  the  ice.  The  fish  do  not 
appear  to  be  feeding  well ;  the  best  roach  I  have  seen 
taken  is  one  of  about  lib.,  by  T.  Springett,  on  the  16th. 
Sport  on  the  17th  was  very  bad,  owing,  probably,  to  the 
cold  and  unsettled  weather.  Some  of  the  anglers 
showed  good  pluck  on  the  17th  in  sticking  the  whole 
day  during  the  snowstorm.  Should  the  weather  turn 
mild  I  think  some  good  sport  should  be  had.— F.  Keen. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- The  river  is  full  of  water! 
but  anglers  have  not  been  out  much  the  past  week,  as 
the  weather  has  been  exceptionally  inclement.  The 
best  take  I  have  heard  of  since  last  week  is  that  of  Mr. 
George  Wright,  of  Peterborough,  who  secured  twenty- 
two  fine  roach  weighing  over  201b.,  some  scaling 
lib.  9oz.  The  close  season  for  pike  in  connection  with 
the  Peterborough  Angling  Association  commenced  on 
Feb.  15.— E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— The  general  fish- 
ing season  has  been  much  interfered  with  throughout 
this  district  by  the  most  unsuitable  weather  which 
has  prevailed  for  so  long.  Many  of  those  anglers  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  trying  for  specimen  roach  and 
other  fish  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  their  pur- 
poses this  back-end.  There  is,  however,  an  indication 
of  an  improvement  in  the  climatic  condition,  and  it 
may  be  that  a  favourable  opportunity  will  be  given  to 
these  to  try  their  hand  before  the  season  closes. 
Streams  are  rapidly  improving,  although  they  still 
contain  a  good  deal  of  snow  water,  especially  those 
which  pass  through  high-lying  country.  The  near 
advent  of  the  coming  season  is  felt  by  many  local  fly 
hands,  and  the  trout  fever  has  broken  out  in  several 
quarters,  so  that  there  are  indications  of  preparation 
for  early  spring  fronting.  A  few  have  already  been 
out  on  free  waters  and  sampled  the  trout,  but  the 
sport  will  not  be  in  full  swing  until  next  month  — 
F.  W.  Dale. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — When  things  get  to  their  worst  they  gepe- 
rally  mend,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  aphorism  applies 
to  the  weather  as  well  as  to  things  in  general.  Worse 
weather  for  angling  than  at  present  and  for  weeks  past 
is  not  often  experienced,  to  say  nothing  of  its  very 
long  continuance,  and  the  outlook  at  the  time  of 
vyriting  is  as  hopeless  as  of  late,  as  the  wind  keeps  per- 
sistently in  the  north-west,  bringing  with  it  snow- 
storms of  half-congealed  snow,  which  melts  as  soon  as 
it  reaches  the  ground  in'  the  valleys  and  on  the  low- 
lying  lands  ;  whilst  the  Welsh  inouutahis  and  hilly 
lands   present   a  most   wintry  scene,   being  quite 


covered  with  snow,  which  slowly  melts  and  finds  its 
way  into  all  these  rivers,  rendering  them  quite  unfit 
for  angling,  even  if  the  atmospheric  conditions  were 
more  favourable,  and  in  consequence  anglers'  visits  to 
the  river  sides  are,  like  angels'  visits,  very  few  and  far 
between. — Vyenwv. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  variable— frost 
predominating,  and  pike  as  a  rule  have  been  feeding 
more  freely.  Several  good  fish  have  been  captured 
from  the  Arun,  and  from  the  Rother  a  visitor  on 
Monday  secured  a  leash  of  pike  of  6ilb.,  4ilb.,  and  31b 
respectively.  A  perch  of  21b.  was  also  taken.  Live 
baiting  with  roach  paternostering  here  appears  to  bo 
the  most  successful  method  of  using  gudgeon — which 
are  plentiful  in  this  water— as  bait.  Some  few  years 
since  a  quantity  of  bream  was  put  into  this  river  by 
Chichester  anglers,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  any  being 
caught.  The  water  in  all  districts  is  in  good  order, 
and  pike  fishermen  should  take  advantage  of  the 
present  weather,  as  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  break- 
up. A  few  anglers  have  tried  the  Adur,  with  the 
result  of  obtaining  a  few  dace  from  the  Steyning 
district,  and  a  brace  of  small  pike  are  notified  as  taken 
near  jHenfield.  From  the  Ouse  a  few  roach  have  been 
captured  at  Barcombe  Mills.  The  best  fish,  weighing 
lib.  14oz.,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Chilcott,  and  Mr. 
Fellingham  secured  a  well-shaped  pike  from  the  same 
river  at  Hamsey,  which  turned  the  scale  at  8glb. 
Visitors  to  the  Cuckmere  have  fared  badly.  Several 
have  tried  the  canal  at  Chichester.  A  brace  of  pike  of 
about  3^1b.,  bream  of  IJlb.,  a  brace  of  perch  weighing 
together  2Jlb.,-  and  a  few  small  roach  are  the  leading 
takes  of  the  week. — Geoege  F.  Saltke.  ° 
Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  anything  but 
settled,  and  several  slight  falls  of  snow  have  been  had, 
which  has  quickly  melted  in  the  sun.  Sharp  frosts 
have  been  had  at  night,  and  the  fish  have  been  more 
inclined  to  feed,  and  some  have  been  seen  rising 
at  the  natural  fly,  which  have  now  begun  to 
show  themselves  upon  the  water.  Grayling  have 
been  seen  rising,  but  very  few  have  been  taken  of 
late,  they  not  being  on  the  feed.  Angling  has 
been  rather  quiet,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
it  has  now  gone  milder,  and,  if  we  get  a  few  warm 
days,  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  perch,  eels,  chub, 
and  pike  should  improve ;  but  there  will  be  very  little 
done  until  trout  comes  in  at  the  beginning  of  March. 
Trout  are  rising  at  the  fly  now.  The  flies  to  use  will 
be  the  February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Blue  Dun.  Bottom  fishers  have  taken  a  few  fish 
with  paste,  worm,  and  maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwj-che  are  all  clear  and  getting  in  order ;  no 
fishing  done  in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 

down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  now  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable, 
there  having  been  several  falls  of  snow,  but  it  has 
quickly  melted  in  the  sun,  and  has  not  got  into  the 
river  in  any  quantity.  Angling  will  be  good  if  the 
weather  continues  fine.  There  has  been  very  little 
fishing  done  in  this  part  of  late,  but  this  week  the  fish 
are  beginning  to  rise  at  the  fly,  and  when  trout  come 
in  sport  should  be  good.  Grayling  fishing  is  at  a 
standstill. — Woecestbe. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).  —  The  con- 
dition of  thing!^  in  the  Witham  district  has  been  so 
miserable  of  late  that  few  indeed  have  braved  its 
terrors  to  seek  sport  by  the  water  side.  Practically 
roach  fishing  has  been  non  est,  only  very  few  bcin^- 
reported,  and  these  got  with  some  difficulty.  On  the 
other  hand  some  anglers  have  come  across  perch  run- 
ning up  to  lib.  each,  whilst  from  the  deep  swims  below 
Dogdyke  come  news  of  fair  captures  among  the  pike. 
-From  Anton  Gouts  Lock,  the  Ash  Holt  swims,  and  other 
spots  noted  for  heavy  bream  in  the  summer,  pike  have 
come  to  hand  to  both  live  and  artificial  bait.  None 
has  exceeded  71b.  in  weight.  Curiously  enough, 
despite  the  incursion  of  snow  broth,  which  always  runs 
away  quickly,  the  Bain  above  the  mill  at  Coningsby 
has  fished  remarkably  well.  Anglers  have  got  four  or 
five  stone  altogether  from  this  stretch,  and  many  of 
the  roach  have  scaled  upwards  of  lib.  each.  Some 
good  dace  have  also  been  got,  as  well  as  occasional 
chub,  from  this  river. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  "Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorkshire). — I  have  just  returned  home  after 
a  hard  day's  fishing,  but  my  pannier  only  contains 
two  brace  of  ^Ib.  grayling.  The  four  fish  are  in  good 
condition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  all  the  grayling  you 
can  catch  between  now  and  Iilarch  16  will  be  found 
in  fair  trim  for  Salmo  thymalus  keej)s  up  his  "fat" 
near  upon  spawning  time.  In  this  respect  he  differs 
from  trout,  for  the  latter  fish  get  sadly  out  of  trim  loiig 
enough  before  the  breeding  season  approaches.  Little 
has  been  done  in  the  Yore  since  the  frost  broke,  for  we 
have  had  miserable  weather  to  contend  against.  The 
water  is  all  right,  for  none  of  the  snow  has  as  yet  found 
its  way  into  the  rivers  ;  but  February  was  always  and 
will  always  remain  the  worst  angling  mouth  of  the 
year  as  far  as  Yorkshire  is  concerned.  Few  pike  have 
been  caught  in  this  river  or  the  Swale.    From  Wharfe- 
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dale  I  hear  that  the  Appletreewick,  Barden,  and  Burn- 
sail  Angling  Club  lengths  are  now  closed  till  April  1 ; 
:  February  and  March  are  absolutely  closed  months, 
not  a  rod  ou  the  banks.  On  the  lower  reaches  in  the 
district  of  Harewood,  Woodhall,  Collingham,  and 
Wetherby  a  few  grayling  fishermen  have  been  out, 
the  best  basket  being  one  of  four  brace,  all  being  in 
grand  condition.  From  Boston  to  Tadcaster  more 
attention  has  been  turned  to  pike  and  perch  fishing. 
A  few  perch  averaging  |lb.  to  fib.  have  been  caught  in 
the  district  of  Newton  Kyme,  the  water  being  in 
perfect  condition.  Pike  have  also  been  fairly  on  the 
feed.  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Robins,  and  a  friend  had 
fair  sport  on  Saturday,  and  secured  a  brace  weighing 
about  61b.  each.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured  out 
below  Tadcaster. — Social  functions  have  been  pretty 
general  with  several  of  the  Leeds  angling  clubs  during 
•the  week,  one  of  the  most  important  being  the  first 
annual  dinner  of  the  Prince  Arthur  Angling  Club, 
which  was  a  thorough  success.  A  few  anglers  have 
visited  the  Nidd,  but  they  have  only  met  with  poor 
sport ;  and  this  is  the  sum  total  of  returns  sent  me  by 
piscators  who  have  visited  the  Derwent. — John  E. 
MiLLEK,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Li  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Esk  angling  opened  on  Friday.  The  principal 
pools  contain  a  good  many  salmon,  but  the  fish  are 
mostly  spawning  fish,  and,  of  course,  useless  to  rod 
fishers.  Spring  salmon  are  few  and  far  between. 
The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  frosty,  and  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  ice  in  the  pools,  consequently  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  lower  waters,  under  the 
control  of  Lord  Lonsdale  and  Sir  Richard  Graham  of 
Netherby,  are  no  longer  available  to  ticket  holders, 
both  these  gentlemen  having  withdrawn  from  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association.  This  new  departure 
will  have  the  effect  of  sending  more  anglers  to  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches,  and  also  to  the  Liddle 
water,  which  is  never  overfished.  The  accommodation 
for  anglers  is  both  good  and  cheap  in  Canonbie  and 
Langholm,  on  the  |Esk,  and  Newcastleton,  on  the 
Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (BaniFshire). — Anticipations  regarding 
the  rod  and  net  fishings  on  the  river  Deveron,  at  the 
opening,  have  not  been  realised.  Adverse  weather  set 
in  at  the  commencement,  and  since  then  the  water 
has  been  in  bad  condition.  Anglers  have  been  almost 
daily  on  the  middle  sections,  but  we  have  not,  as  yet, 
heard  of  a  fish  falling  to  the  rod,  and  little  better 
success  is  expected  until  the  water  gets  into  a  cleaner 
state.  We  hear  that  the  free  fishings  at  Huntly 
will  not  begin  earlier  than  as  in  iEormer  seasons. 
It  is  disappointing,  as  the  spring  fishing  is  very 
good,  the  water  generally  falling  off  after  the  end 
of  March.  The  net  fishing  on  the  river  for  the  week 
has  been  attended  with  poor  results.  The  night  shift 
had  scarcely  a  fish,  and  during  the  day  the  fishermen 
had  only  a  few  salmon  and  sea  trout.  On  the  coast 
the  nets  were  got  into  the  sea  on  Feb.  14.  The 
weather  again  changed,  and  several  of  the  nets  were 
wrecked.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the'  sea  was  too 
rough,  and  it  was  Monday  before  the  nets  could  be 
adjusted.  During  the  past  week  about  forty  salmon 
were  taken  from  the  bag  nets  at  the  various  stations. 
They  averaged  81b.,  the  heaviest  weighing  151b.,  and 
are  of  capital  quality.  At  the  same  date  last  year  the 
fishings  were  not  so  productive,  owing  to  the  adverse 
nature  of  the  weather.  From  the  coast  fishings  at 
Gardehstovm  a  small  box,  the  first  for  the  season,  was 
di-spatched  on  Wednesday. — H.  W. 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  the  16th  Captain 
Graham  killed  salmon  171b.,  on  the  18th  181b.  ;  and 
on  the  reserve  water  Maodiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed 
salmon  211b. — Wm.  Knight. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland.— Of  all  the  rivers  debouching 
into  this  estuary — Carron,  Shin,  Oykell,  Einig,  and 
Cassley  —  none  "has  been  tried  yet  except  the  Shin. 
The  stormy  natm-e  of  the  weather  has  prevented 
anglers  from  coming  north.  The  net  fishers  have 
made  a  start  with  more  or  less  s^^ccess.  So  far  as 
can  be  gathered  from  all  quarters,  all  the  above  rivers 
promise  good  sport  this  season — in  fact,  the  start 
already  made  on  the  Shin  seems  to  confirm  the  prog- 
nostication .  — B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  Feb.  15  Mr.  S.  Cassau- 
Paul  had  a  salmon  201b. ;  Feb.  16,  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul  one 
171b.,  Mr.  Sole  two,  181b.  and  151b. ;  Feb.  18,  Mr.  P.  N. 
Midwood  one  161b.,  Mr.  Sole  one  161b.,  Mr.  H.  Knight, 
fishing  for  Mr.  Howarth,  Norwich,  one  181b. ;  Feb.  19, 
Mr.  P.  N.  Midwood  one  241b.  Weather  and  prospects 
good.— H.  .T.  Maisey. 

Lochness.  —  Pishing  on  Loch  Ness  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  Feb.  11,  Mr.  R.  Thom  Annan  killed  one 
salmon,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Jas.  Sheriff,  one  salmon,  101b. 
On  the  14th  Mr.  Sherifi  had  one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Annan, 
one,  111b.,  and  another,  101b.  On  the  16th,  Mr. 
Sherifi  had  one,  141b. ;  Mr.  Tilston,  one  trout,  4|lb., 
and  another,  31b. — S.  Tilston. 

Naver,  Bettyhill  (via  Thurso).  —  Angling 
on  this  river  opens  on  Jan.  11,  and  it  is  very  rare 
indeed  that  so  far  on  in  the  season  no  sport  has  been 


got.  Anglers  have  arrived,  but  the  weather  has  been 
so  tempestuous  that  rod  fishing  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  storm  has  now  apparently  exhausted  itself, 
and  good  sport  may  be  looked  for  in  the  near  future. 
— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Not  for  many  years 
have  the  prospects  of  a  splendid  spring  season  been  so 
bright.  On  the  Dee  fish  are  being  got  all  the  way 
from  Blairs  to  Ballater.  Six  and  eight  fish  are  by  no 
means  rare  to  single  rods  per  day,  but  this  only  on 
exceptionally  prolific  waters.  On  the  Ballater  section 
Messrs.  Millar  and  Griffiths,  on  the  Invercauld 
Arms  Hotel  water,  have  been  creeling  one  and  two 
daily  of  7|lb.  to  8Jlb.  The  difficulty  at  first  was  to 
get  to  the  water  through  the  snowdrifts  along  the 
banks,  and  most  of  the  angling  is  still  being  done  off 
the  ice.  On  the  Dinnet  section  Campbell  (gillie)  has 
had  one  or  two,  but  here  also  the  river  is  still  much 
choked  vrtth  ice.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches  and  lower 
down  sport  reigns  supreme.  On  the  Huntly  Arms 
water  Mr.  Russell  creeled  two  of  101b.  and  161b.,  and 
is  having  on  an  average  two  and  three  daily  of  similar 
weights.  On  the  Forest  of  Birse  water  Mr.  Heaven's 
gillies  are  getting  one  and  two,  and  the  Huntly  Castle 
people  the  same  for  the  Marquis  of  Huntly.  On  the 
Kincardine  and  Banchory  sections  the  sport  is  bright 
and  prospects  brighter.  On  Lower  Dess  water 
Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  creeled  six  on  Saturdav  scaling 
from  71b.  to  ll^lb.,  while  Mr.  Merryn  King  had 
four  on  the  Lodge  water  of  81b.,  8Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and 
91b. ;  Ceutts  (keeper)  three  on  Carlogie,  of  81b.,  llj-lb., 
and  121b.,  since  the  opening.  On  the  Borrowstone 
section.  Eraser  had  three  for  Lord  Garrioch,  of  71b., 
81b.,  and  19ilb.— the  last  a  top  fish  fresh  run.  On 
the  Ballogie  section  Mr.  Edmund  King  creeled  six 
fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  121b.,  while  Mr.  H.  V.  Hare 
had  five,  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Blackball 
Castle  section  Sir  John  Gladstone  had  eleven,  ranging 
from  71b.  to  121b.,  while  Messrs.  Burrows  and  Barron 
creeled  between  them  twenty-three  fine  spring  fish  on 
the  Woodend  water,  scaling  from  61b.  to  131b.  On  the 
Woodend  water  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  and  party  had 
thirteen  fish  for  the  opening  week,  scaling  up  to  201b. 
A  fish  of  2711b.  is  reported  from  this  quarter,  but  as 
this  is  an  extraordinary  weight  for  the  spring  season, 
and  especially  in  the  opening  week,  details  of  con- 
firmation are  not  to  hand.  On  the  Sluie  waters  and 
Lower  Inchmarlo  waters  Messrs.  Davidson  have  over 
a  dozen  fish,  of  weights  from  6Jlb.  to  141b.  On  the 
Blackball  Castle  waters  very  good  sport  has  also  been 
had,  and  the  same  on  Crathes,  Durris  Park,  Culter, 
Blairs,  and  Kingcausie  waters.  With  fair  weather 
the  spring  season  will  indeed  be  a  record  one  for  the 
Dee.  On  the  Don  four  fish  of  about  101b.  were  got  by 
Mr.  Milne,  Kinaldie,  and  several  have  been  landed  on 
the  Fintry  and  Parkhill  waters.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie 
open  on  Monday  first.  On  the  Deveron  the  floods 
have  prevented  good  angling,  but  fish  are  plentiful, 
and  a  good  season  confidently  anticipated.— G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran).  —  On  the  afternoon  of'  the 
12th  inst.  an  Edinburgh  angler  arrived  at  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  lauded  a 
121b.  salmon,  being  the  first  of  the  season.  On  13th 
the  same  rod  had  two  salmon  averaging  about  91b. ;  on 
14th  two,  averaging  gjlb. ;  15th  was  blank,  but'  on 
16th  two  of  about  121b.  each  were  landed.  B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  whole  of  the  South  of 
Scotland  rivers  open  their  rod-fishing  for  the  season 
on  Monday  morning.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk 
opened  last  week,  but  nothing  has  been  done  on  that 
river  by  those  who  have  been  out  on  the  different 
pools.  The  rivers  are  at  present  exceedingly  low  and 
clear,  and  there  is  hardly  any  chance  for  taking  a 
salmon  with  fiy.  Prom  the  reports  that  have  come  to 
hand  from  the  different  waters  it  appears  that  spring 
salmon  are  exceedingly  scarce  in  the  rivers,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  opening  very  unpromising.  The  hard 
frost  of  last  week  has  given  way  to  milder  weather. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  temperature  is  very  mild 
for  the  season.  On  the  English  side  of  the  Solway 
salmon  netting  opened  last  week,  but  no  spring  salmon 
have  been  running  in  the  firth  so  far.  The  netting  on 
the  Scottish  side  of  the  channel  opens  on  Monday 
morning.  All  the  lessees  have  their  erections .  pretty 
well  forward. — Heather  Bell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  opening  week  has  proved 
successful  on  most  of  the  sections  of  the  river, 
although  the  weather  was  not  of  the  best  for  anglers.  On 
several  parts  of  the  sea-coast  the  weather  was  so  rough 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week  that  the  nets  could  not 
be  set,  but  since  then  the  fishing  has  been  gone  on 
with— some  good  catches  were  got,  the  fish  being  in 
fairly  good  condition,  and  of  average  size.  On  the 
Waster  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  six 
salmon,  averaging  from  7-lb.  to  141b.  each. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — River  almost  run 
down  to  summer  level.  Fishing  at  a  standstill  until 
we  get  a  change  of  weather  with  a  good  deal  of  rain. — 
W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  moderate  in  tone.  Two  or  three  anglers 
out  on  the  Dromore  reaches  had  moderate  success, 


one  taking  half  a  dozen  trout,  heaviest  If  lb.  Unfor- 
tunately there  is  some  snow  yet  on  the  hills. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — This  river  has  run  very 
low,  and  rain  is  much  needed.  Hundreds  of  fine  fish 
are  congregated  below  Clondulane  Weir  (Fermoy). 
On  Careysvilk  Fishery  some  good  fish  have  been 
landed,  as  also  on  Kilmurray  and  Mocollop  Fisheries. 
— W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Boyle.— Since  the  fishing  opened  hero  on  Feb.  1 
there  has  been  verj'  little  done,  as  the  local  anglers 
prefer  waiting  for  warmer  weather.  Lord  Kingston, 
who  was  staying  for  a  short  while  at  Rockingham,  was 
the  only  person  who  tried  it  for  four  or  five  days  in 
succession,  and  he  was  fairly  well  compensated.'  On 
Feb.  7  he  killed  one  pike  191b.  He  then  fished  five 
consecutive  days,  with  the  following  results :  10th,  six 
pike,  28ilb. ;  11th,  nine  pike,  34Jlb. ;  12th,  three  pike. 
121b. ;  13th,  four  pike,  27ilb.,  and  two  trout,  31b.  and 
l^lb. ;  14th,  four  pike,  181b.,  one  trout,  31b.  On  the 
7th  T.  Armstrong  killed  twenty-two  trout  on  river, 
largest  l|lb. ;  10th,  J.  Bcirne,  on  river,  three  trout. 
If  lb.,  IJlb.,  lib.  J.  O'Keeffe,  two  trout  on  river,  2Jlb., 
l|lb.  ;  11th,  T.  Armstrong,  four  trout,  largest  21b., 
and  six  pike,  largest  91b.,  on  river.  Continual  frost 
and  very  little  fishing  just  now.  River  in  splendid 
order. — G.  Tayloe. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  weather  has  been 
very  severe  here  since  last  report,  a  keen  frost  every 
night  and  very  cold  in  daytime  with  north-east  wind, 
and  in  consequence  there  was  no  fishing  to  speak  of 
done.  Large  quantities  of  kelts  are  now  descending  to 
the  sea.  As  many  as  nineteen  kelts  were  landed  by  one 
angler,  and  immediately  returned  into  the  river.  A 
fair  lot  of  fine  fresh-run  salmon  is  being  got  in  the  box 
fishery.  The  river  is  in  good  fishing  order,  and  all 
that  is  now  needed  for  some  good  sport  is  milder 
weather. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Dublin  and  District. — Since  the  season  opened 
in  this  district  very  Uttle  was  done,  trout  showing  an 
indisposition  to  rise.  The  weather  is  now  more 
moderate,  and  an  improvement  in  fronting  may  be 
looked  forward  to. — J.  A.  B. 

Irish  Springr  Pishing  Prospects. — I  was  for- 
tunate in  securing  -  a  421b.  pike  from  Ireland  last 
spring,  and  just  missed  getting  the  531b.  fish  captured 
by  Constable  O'Connor,  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary, of  Boyle.  The  latter  angler  has  promised  me  to 
"  try  hard  to  captm'e  another  monster,"  but  he  adds, 
"  It  may  be  some  time  before  I  can  get  holt  aj  one  as 
big  !  Big  'uns  like  the  fifty-three  pounder  take  as  much 
catching  as  De  Wet ! ! !  "  No  big  pike,  as  far  as  I  can 
glean,  have  been  caught  during  the  first  six  weeks 
of  the  new  century,  but  I  hear  from  correspondents 
that  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boyle,  co.  Ros- 
common, have  been  having  excellent  sport  during  the 
last  fortnight.  The  Earl  of  Kingston  recently 
registered  almost  a  phenomenal  run  for  some  days. 
His  fish  did  not  run  large,  but  on  Feb.  10  he 
caught  six  jack  weighing  28ilb. ;  on  the  11th  his 
nine  pike  weighed  34ilb.  ;  and  on  the  13th  he 
captured  four  pike  weighing  27|lb.,  and  two  nice 
trout  weighing  4ilb. ;  on  the  14th  his  creel  con- 
tained four  pike  weighing  191b.,  and  a  trout  of  31b. 
The  Boyle  River  is  also  said  to  be  affording  good  sport : 
indeed,  if  the  initial  stages  are  any  criterion  as  to  the 
future,  the  present  season  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
best  we  have  had  for  some  years.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Armstrong  had  four  nice  trout,  the  largest  weighing 
41b.,  and  six  pike  (one  of  91b.)  Mr.  J.  O'Keeffe  and 
Mr.  J.  Beirne  have  also  had  some  nice  trout  from 
the  same  water.  I  also  hear  the  fishing  season 
is  in  full  swing  at  Yarmorubarry.  Since  the 
opening,  many  anglers  have  been  pU'ing  their 
rods  on  the  Shannon  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
have  been  rewarded  with  fine  catches,  the  most 
successful  anglers  being  Mr.  Robert  Devenish,  of 
Clonteem  Drumusna,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Wilson,  of 
Drmnheirney,  co.  Leitrim,  their  fish  (salmon)  being 
16ilb.,  161b.,  ISJlb.,  131b.,  121b.,  and  61b.,  besides 
losing  a  number  of  others.  Mr.  Fleming  has  also 
done  well,  and  the  well-known  local  professional,  Mr. 
M.  Hussey,  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
unfortunately  lost  a  big  fish  after  playing  him  forty 
minutes. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-Street,  Leeds. 

Kerry  Rivers. — On  the  Kerry  rivers  open  for 
anglers  sport  has  been  very  backward.  On  no  water 
has  sport  been  good  at  any  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  not  shown  the  improvement 
expected.  A  change  in  the  weather  is  needed  before 
good  sport  can  be  expected.  A  few  good  fish  have 
been  had,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that,  given  a 
favourable  change  in  the  weather,  good  sport  will  be 
had  ere  the  month  closes. — T.  J.  Denneby. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  fishing 
has  practically  been  at  a  standstill,  river  much  too 
low  and  glassv  clear.  On  Lord  Bandon's  water  at 
Macroom,  Colonel  Trotmau— 19^1b.,  181b.,  161b.,  131b. 
— W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Sallina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  good  order.    Frost  at  night,  and 
wind  north,  have  prevented  fish  from  tasiug.    Mr.  J. 
C.  Wilson  landed  several  kelts,  and  lost  a  uuw  fish  after 
long  play.    The  loughs  aro  falling  fast.    A  splendid 
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lot  of  new  fish  has  been  got  at  the  salmon  weirs. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Moyola  (Castledawson,  co.  Derry).— Trouting 
commences  on  the  Moyola,  or  •' Manola,"  as  it  is 
locally  called,  on  March  1.  The  spawning  season 
recently  concluded  was  considered  a  vei-y  good  one. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnel).— The  river  is  in  first- 
rate  order,  and  the  weather  is  mild.  On  Doonass  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon  211b.  on  Feb.  15.  On 
Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  231b.  on 
Feb.  14.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon  301b.  on  Feb.  13,  and^one  salmon  301b.  on 
Feb.  16.  On  the  Worldsend  the  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon  31^1b.  on  Feb.  16. — Johx  English  &  Sons. 

Shannon  and  Loug-h  D3rgr(Killaloe).— Although 
the  various  salmon  reaches  are  now  in  good  angling 
form,  salmon  fishers  have  not  yet  had  any  sport  either 
above  or  below  the  bridge,  the  reason  being  that  the 
weather  has  been  intensely  cold.  A  few  springers 
have  been  seen  leaping  immediately  under  the  weir- 
wall,  which  forms  a  portion  of  my  preserves.  Some 
very  fine  fish  have  been  taken  at  Castle  Connel,  six 
miles  below  Killaloe,  so  that  with  milder  weather  we 
may  soon  expect  to  do  better  here. — S.  J.  Hukley. 

Sixmile-water  (co.  Antrim).— The  Sixmile  opens 
on  March  1  for  angling.  In  the  warm  midday  hours 
trout  have  been  noticed  rising  about  the  Dunadry 
reaches  since  the  10th  inst.  There  has  been  a  sensible 
diminution  in  puUution  in  this  river— thanks  to  the 
energy  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  Belfast  Ang- 
lers' Association. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskellig's. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack. 
Large  numbers  of  herring  and  mackerel  are  now 
being  had  by  the  nets. — T.  J.  D. 
_  Crouch  (Burnham).— Angling Tiere  at  the  present 
time  is  at  a  standstill,  although  during  the  past  week 
one  of  the  local  fishermen  caught  five  score  eight  fine 
flatfish,  and  several  good  conger  eels  have  been  picked 
up  which  were  left  on  the  mud  by  the  receding  tides. 
This  evening  (Wednesday)  I  have  just  had  a  good  feed 
ofi  the  fresh  herrings  that  were  caught  in  a  net  last 
night  in  the  Roach  River.  The  trawlers,  with  their 
nets,  are  doing  no  good  just  now.  The  snow  broth  has 
sent  the  sprats  from  the  river. — J.  Wright. 

Dingle. — The  weather  being  all  that  could  be 
desired,  good  sport  is  being  had  at  all  fish  usually 
taken  here  at    this  season — principally  pollack. — 

Plymouth.  —  The  spring  pollack  are  just  com- 
mencing to  make  their  appearance,  and  the  fishermen 
are  on  the  look-out  for  them  all  aroimd  the  bay. 
Some  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  eastward 
side.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  is  better  to  fish 
in  a  tideway,  using  a  drift  line  of  fine  material,  either 
twisted  flax,  platted  ditto,  or  horsehair,  ah)out  forty 
yards  long,  having  pipe  leads  attached  about  every 
two  fathoms,  with  a  swivel  at  the  end,  to  which  is 
attached  a  three-yaid  gimp  trace  with  silk  core,  and 
two  twisted  or  single  gut  collar,  according  to  the  size 
of  fish  expected,  terminated  with  a  single  hook  on 
gut.  The  best  bait  is  the  lug  worm,  although  in  some 
localities,  where  you  can  get  the  natural  sand  eel  or 
small  eel,  these  prove  very  effective.  If  a  hair  line 
is  used,  it  is  necessary  to  insert  three  or  four  swivels 
at  intervals  along  the  line,  or  it  will  kink  when  being 
hauled  in.  The  object  of  placing  the  pipe  leads  along 
the  line  enables  you  to  fish  at  any  depth,  for  it  is  only 
necessary  to  pay  out  an  extra  two  fathoms  of  line  with 
a  pipe  lead,  and  you  can  regulate  the  depth  at  which 
you  are  fishing  to  a  nicety.— William  Hearder, 
B.S.A.S. 

Valentia. — Sport  continues  good  at  various  fish, 
but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Large  shoals 
of  mackerel  and  herring  have  arrived,  and  the  nets 
are  doing  well  at  those  fish.  At  Portmagee  large 
takes  of  hake  and  ling  are  now  being  had. — T.  J.  D. 


IRepovte  from  Clubs, 


Reports  {to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  rmyrning. 


Anglers'  Association  (Western  District),  Visiting 
List. — On  Tuesday,  19th  inst.,  a  most  enjoyable  return 
visit  was  held  at  the  Camden  Angling  Society.  Seven- 
teen clubs  responded  to  therollcall,  and  their  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  Box  contained  the  sum  of 
S,i  6s.  6d.  The  next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Apollo,  All 
Saints-road,  Westbourne-park.  Date  later  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting  List). 
— A  most  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the  Crown  and 
Buckland  Angling  Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerken- 
well-green,  on  Feb.  18.  Anglers  from  most  all  parts 
were  there.    The  talent  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 


Thirty-five  clubs  responded  to  the  rollcall— Amicable 
Waltoniaus,  Convivials,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Clissold, 
Islington  Brothers,  North  London,  Original  Clerken- 
well,  Wenlock,  Warwick,  Walthamstow  Brothers, 
Blenheim,  Ralston,  Allason  United,  St.  John's,  Now 
Albions,  North-East  Brothers,  Enterprise,  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham,  Grosham,  Highbury,  Great  Northern, 
Hoxton  Brothers,  Camden,  Bloomsbury  Brothers, 
Hounsfield  Otters,  Merry  Anglers,  Jubilee,  Elgin, 
Brompton,  Royal  George,  Sundial,  Collingwood, 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  Carlton,  and  West  Ham  Brothers. 
The  A.B.S.  box  went  round,  and  was  well  patronised. 
I  tender  my  best  wishes  to  all  who  were  present.  I 
beg  to  remind  anglers  of  the  A.B.S.  concert  at  the 
Clissold,  on  March  5. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake 
Hotel,  Ladbroke  Grove,  W. — Our  members  were  out 
on  Feb.  17.  Mr.  G.  Tipper  weighed  in  one  jack,  which 
saved  the  club  from  a  blank.  There  are  two  prizes  left 
to  be  fished  for  at  Windsor. — K.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
Mr.  0.  Simmonds  had  roach  on  Feb.  17.  We,  fish  a 
sweepstake  match  on  INIarch  3,  Eton  Bridge  to  Bray 
Lock,  one  rod,  jack  and  eels  barred.  I  beg  to  thank 
W.  Wells,  at  the  front  (Pretoria),  for  10s.,  his  prize 
won  by  Alec  Glaze. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Feb.  17  Mr. 
Utting  weighed  in  jack  and  perch  181b.  2oz.,  Mr.  C. 
Hawes  jack  and  perch,  and  Mr.  Drew  roach.  On 
Feb.  24  a  competition  will  take  place  _at  Maldon 
for  three  prizes.  All  to  go  down  on  the  morning  of 
the  match.  Train  leaves  Liverpool-st.  8.30. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— On  Feb.  17 
Mr.  H.  Miller  weighed  in  perch,  roach,  and  dace.  Our 
next  outing  for  seven  prizes  takes  place  on  Feb.  24. 
This  being  the  last  prize  outing  this  season,  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  members.  Our  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  concert  takes  place  at  the  above 
house  on  Monday,  April  1.  Ladies  especially  invited. 
Will  secretaries  please  note  date,  so  as  not  to  clash. — 
A.  Ciiipps. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Our  outing  on 
Feb.  17  resulted  as  follows :  Mr.  A.  Addison  first 
with  51b.  8oz.  of  bream ;  Mr.  _G.  Hudson  second, 
31b.  12^oz.,  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Stevens,  lib.  loz.,  roach, 
third.  Mr.  C.  Dejonge  also  weighed  in  jack ;  Mr.  A. 
Dejonge  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Stevens  also  took  first  prize 
in  consolation  match;  other  prizes  not  taken. — A. 
Dejonge. 

Beemondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Only  two  members 
weighed  in  on  the  17th  :  J.  J.  Smith  roach, 
spider  roach ;  Mr.  Shepherd  weighed  in  a  nice  show 
of  roach,  perch,  and  jack,  161b.  (one  jack  51b.)  We 
fish  our  February  series  of  prizes  at  Pulborough  on 
the  24th  ;  optional  to  leave  London  Saturday  night, 
but  not  to  start  fishing  before  the'  morning  of  match. 
— C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Only  one  member, 
Mr.  Wilson,  had  fish  on  Feb.  17,  as,  although  several 
went  to  Windsor,  the  snowstorm  put  the  fish  right 
off.  On  Wednesday  evening  our  delegate  gave  in  a 
very  able  report,  which  we  passed  as  read.  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  chairman  at  the  Camden  Angling  Society 
on  Tuesday  evening,  a  splendid  gathering  of  anglers 
being  present.  Seventeen  clubs  were  represented,  and 
our  members  (three  besides  myself  being  present) 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — C.  Chai'lais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— The  quarterly  peg- 
down  match  took  place  on  Feb.  10  at  Cookham,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows :  Mr.  J.  Young,  first ; 
Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  second  ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  third  ;  all  with 
roach.  Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed  in  roach,  31b.  2|oz.  ; 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  Mr.  J.  Drew,  and  Mr.  H.  Davis, 
roach;  Mr.  T.  Davis,  dace.  On  Feb.  17  Mr.  R. 
Lummes  weighed  in  chub ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  perch  and 
roach,  and  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach.  On  Feb.  25  we  have 
a  grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  when  the  chair  will  be  occupied 
by  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Drew,  and  an 
excellent  programme  provided,  on  which  occasion  I 
hope  to  see  all  clubs  well  represented. — T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunsvtdck-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Brother  Ben 


HOLLOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Diseases  of  the 
Skin.  No  case  of  disease  of  the  skin,  be  its  nature  what  it  may, 
has  failed  to  he  benefited  when  these  potent  remedies  have  been 
properly  applied.  In  scrofulous  and  scorbutic  affections  they 
are  especially  serviceable.  Scurvy  and  eruptions,  which  had 
resisted  all  other  modes  of  treatment,  and  gradually  becOTue 
worse,  have  been  completely  cured  by  Holloway's  cooling  Oint- 
ment and  purifying  Pills,  which  root  out  the  disease  from  the 
blood  itself,  and  leave  the  constitution  free  from  every  morbid 
taint.  In  tlie  nursery  Holloway's  Ointment  should  be  ever  at 
hand  ;  it  will  give  ease  in  sprains,  contusions,  burns,  scalds,  and 
jufantile  eruptions,  and  may  always  safely  be  applied  by  any 
ordinary  attendant. 


Bissel  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  A 
check  winch  is  our  contribution  to  the  prize  list  for 
the  forthcoming  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  The  club's  sympathy  to  Brother 
J.  Robinson  in  his  sad  domestic  bereavement.  It  was 
decided  to  continue  our  match  at  Hatfield  Poverel  on 
the  24th  inst.,  usual  conditions.  Will  those  members 
who  desire  to  see  the  continued  progress  of  the  club 
please  attend  on  meeting  nights,  when  the  Rules 
Amendment  Committee  will  be  glad  to  receive  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  welfare  of  the  society.  No  fish  to 
report  last  week-end. — A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Tuesday  last  we  arranged  to 
have  a  match  amongst  our  club  members  on  the  same 
day  (March  24)  as  the  A.B.S.  competition  in  the  Lea, 
only  members  fishing  in  the  competition  being  eligible 
to  weigh  in  for  same.  Mr.  Ben  Williams,  our  worthy 
host,  has  promised  a  good  prize,  providing  there  are 
a  certain  number  or  more  members  entering  the 
A.B.S.  competition;  there  are  also  two  lapsed  prizes 
to  compete  for.  On  Feb.  17  Mr.  B.  Nursey  and 
Mr.  C.  Drawbridge  had  dace,  and  Mr.  C.  Hazard  and 
Mr.  L.  Stephenson  had  roach.  ]\Ir.  N.  G.  King  was 
made  a  new  working  member  last  week.  —  E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Only  two  of  our  members  won 
prizes  at  our  match  on  the  17th :  Mr.  Cook  first  ; 
Mr.  Mann  second ;  Mr.  Taylor  also  having  a  nice 
little  jack  and  a  few  roach.  Our  visit  on  the  Western 
List  was  very  well  attended,  seventeen  clubs  answering 
the  rollcall,  Messrs.  Love,  Cook,  Richardson,  Stretch, 
Hoodless,  Brinstow,  Cattman,  E.  Sharp,  Lindsay, 
Derry,  Brown,  etc.,  contributing  some  good  songs 
during  the  evening.  Our  Anglers'  Benevolent  box 
was  opened,  and  the  sum  of  £4  6s.  6d.  was  added  to 
the  fund  of  that  excellent  institution.  Mr.  Ohaplais 
occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  F.  Dykes.  On  behalf 
of  our  club  I  thank  all  those  gentlemen  who  paid  us 
a  visit. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — Very  few  members  turned  out 
on  the  17th  for  our  match  at  Staines,  only  two  prizes 
being  taken,  W.  Flight  first  with  one  chub,  and  W. 
Chapman  second  with  one  chub.  Remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  the  24th.  Members  will  please 
notice  that  our  yearly  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  March  7,  when  I  hope  all  members  will 
make  it  convenient  to  attend. — W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Mr.  S. 
Lapwood  was  the  only  successful  member  in  taking  a 
prize  in  our  outing  at  Reading  on  Feb.  17.  Our 
fourteen-days  outing  will  take  place  on  March  3  at 
Bourne  End  for  twelve  prizes — roving — tow-path  only. 
Train  from  High-street,  Battersea,  7.45;  return  from 
Bourne  End,  7.20. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — Mr.  Gisbourne  was  among 
the  bream  again  on  Feb.  17.  He  has  also  secured  a 
good  specimen  roach  of  lib.  10|oz.  Mr.  McLachlan 
has  also  weighed  two  good  shows  of  bream  during  the 
past  two  weeks.  Will  members  please  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  for  the  last  match  of  the 
season. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Some  of  our  members 
were  fishing  in  the  match  lOn  Feb.  17,  but  met  with 
poor  results,  with  one  exception,  Mr.  C.  Archer,  with 
three  roach,  taking  first  prize.  There  are  five  remain- 
ing, to  be  fished  for  at  Ware  (conditions  unaltered). 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  "  Smoker,"  takes  place 
March  5.— E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — On  Feb.  17,  our  roving  match  at  Cook- 
ham  was  a  failure,  only  three  prizes  being  taken, 
although  twenty-three  members  answered  the  roll  call ; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Newell  taking  first  prize,  Mr.  T.  Taylor 
second  prize,  and  Mr.  W.  Dunn  third  prize.  The 
remaining  thirteen  prizes  are  to  be  competed  for  on 
Feb.  24,  under  the  same  conditions  as  last  week. 
Our  second  club  match  takes  place  at  Marlow,  March 
3,  roving  between  Marlow  Bridge  and  Temple  Lock. 
Two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Go  down  by  8.43  train  to 
Marlow.  Register  names  on  arrival  at  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  Register  fish  (if  any)  at  the  Prince  of  Wales 
not  later  than  6.45,  and  return  by  7.25  train  from 
Marlow.  Seventeen  prizes  to  be  competed  for.— 
A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  Mr.  J.  Deplidge 
read  his  paper  on  the  "  River  Wey  and  its  Fishing  "  on 
the  10th  inst.  Everything  went  ofi  successfully.  The 
weighers  in  on  the  10th  were  :  Mr.  Ball,  roach  ;  Mr.  F. 
Beames,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Elsey,  perch.  On  the  17th, 
Mr.  E.  Elsey,  roach;  Mr.  A.  Elsey,  roach;  Mr.  F. 
Beames,  roach ;  and  Mr.  C.  Poole,  roach.  On  the 
24th  members  fish  for  the  last  prize.  Open  roving, 
heaviest  weight,  any  conditions. — F.  P.  Sobge. 

Earlspield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — We  are  again  fishing  the  Thames 
for  our  outing  of  Feb.  24,  Teddington  being  selected 
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(from  Teddington  Lock  to  the  Albany  Club),  bank 
only.  Prizes  as  under :  1st,  Challenge  Cup  and  15s. ; 
2nd,  a  Guinea  Rod,  the  gift  of  Ogdcn  Smith,  Esq.  ; 
3rd,  10s.  ;  and  4th,  6s.  6d.  Hope  to  see  a  good  turn-out, 
so  that  all  prizes  will  be  taken.  Our  previous  outing 
to  the  Mole  at  Esher,  although  well  supported,  re- 
sulted in  no  prizes  being  taken.  Several  members  had 
a  few  jack,  though  not  up  to  the  club  standard,  twenty- 
two  inches. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington Park  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W.  —  Several 
members  were  out  on  Feb.  17,  but  had  very  little 
sport ;  two  only  weighed  in  ;  Mr.  Love,  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Harley,  roach.  Our  last  match  of  the 
season  is  fixed  for  March  3,  roving  in  the  Thames,  or 
any  club  water,  two  rods  allowed,  all  fish  to  weigh. — 
G.  King. 

Golden  Babbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union  Street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On 
Feb.  17  Messrs.  Ellins,  Verity,  and  Baily  weighed  in 
chub,  dace,  and  roach.  The  boundary  for  our  match 
at  Tilehurst  is  from  the  Roebuck  Hotel  to  Caversham 
(Bridge  or  Lock  ?).  Usual  conditions.  Come  back  by 
any  train.  Don't  forget  the  date,  March  3.  Members 
wishing  to  go  can  enter  in  the  bar-book. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Chui-ch-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — Mr.  Moore  brought  in 
some  splendid-class  roach  on  the  17th ;  Mr.  Maybury 
also  had  roach;  Mr.  Griiien  had  jack.  Our  annual 
supper  took  place  on  the  19th,  and  proved  a  great 
success,  Mr.  C.  T.  Fowler  being  the  chairman,  Mr.  G. 
Hunt  the  vice-chair.  And  right  well  they  fulfilled 
their  duties.  After  the  supper  the  chairman  made  a 
few  remarks  on  the  loss  the  country  has  sustained  by 
the  death  of  our  late  Queen,  and  the  health  of  the 
King  was  heartily  drunk.  Then  came  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  Prosperity  to  the  Good  Intent  Society," 
responded  to  by  the  secretary.  Then  came  the  prize 
list,  and  it  was  well  patronised.  Then  harmony  pre- 
vailed, and  was  well  sustained  till  two  o'clock,  every 
one  being  pleased  with  the  night's  enjoyment. — 

R.  MUKPHY. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — There  is  little  to  report  about 
this  week,  asjvery  few  members  have  weighed  in  fish. 
It  is  very  important  that  members  should  attend  next 
meeting  night,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  final 
arrangements  regarding  the  last  match  of  the  season. 
— E.  S.  C. 

HOLLOWAY  Angling  Society,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — I  beg  to  remind  members  and 
friends  that  the  concert  on  Wednesbury  next  will 
commence  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Our  members  have  been 
among  the  jack  during  the  past  week,  the  best  fish 
being  one  of  81b.  caught  by  Mr.  F.  Hawes.  Messrs. 
J.  Stockton  and  G.  M.  Caines  caught  a  nice  take  of 
jack  on  the  16th  inst.,  several  being  from  S^lb.  to  61b. 
Mr.  F.  Hawes,  from  the  Thames  on  the  16th  inst.,  three 
jack  weighing  171b.  On  Feb.  20  Mr.  A.  Norman 
placed  a  nice  take  of  fish  caught  in  the  Thames.  The 
best  jack  weighed  41b.,  and  a  perch  of  lib.— A.;Clayton. 

HoxTON  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road.— On  Feb.  17  our  roving  match 
to  Harlow  had  to  be  postponed  owing  to  the  bad  state 
of  the  weather,  and  we  decided  that  it  should  take 
place  on  Feb.  24,  the  rules  and  conditions  to  be 
observed  as  prearranged  regarding  time  of  starting 
and  weighing.  Will  members  please  try  and  come  in 
force  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  so  as  to  get  Rule  18  passed. 
— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Beothebs'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,- N.— The  following  have 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  Benny,  roach,  chub  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Brookman,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  a  jack  of 
61b.  5Joz.  ;  Mr.  Grose,  jack  and  perch ;  and  Mr. 
Howard,  roach,  71b.  lloz.  Our  concert  was  a  grand 
success,  and  the  room  was  crowded.  The  following 
artists,  who  were  all  in  good  form,  contributed  to  the 
harmony;  Miss  Flo.  Haynes,  C.  Hilton,  H.  Smith, 
H.  Hall,  M.  Bryitt,  Goodman,  G.  Grose,  H.  Gates, 
W.  Stretch,  J.  Maxey,  A.  Sanders,  B.  Williams, 
H.  Lloyd,  J.  Attwood,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burwash  ; 
pianist,  Mr.  Stimpson.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman.  The  committee 
meet  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle  up  for  programmes. 
All  members  must  return  home  from  Shiplake  from 
the  match  by  5.30  train,  and  all  to  go  by  9.0  train 
from  Paddington  ;  leave  off  fishing  at  4.30.— J.  H. 
Hebbebt. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — On 
Wednesday  evening  last  the  members  and  friends  had 
a  social  gathering,  and  to  celebrate  the  event  the 
company  indulged  in  a  tripe  supper,  which  was  served 
up  in  a  very  nice  manner  by  our  host  and  hostess, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Caley.  As  usual,  the  remainder  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  many  capital 
songs  were  sung,  and  Mr.  C.  Hayward  presided.  The 
usual  complimentary  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded 
to  those  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings, 
bringing  an  exceptionally  bright  and  pleasant  evening 
to  a  close.  As  announced  last  week,  the  members 
will  compete  for  two  lapsed  prizes  at  Great  Marlow  on 


Feb.  24.  There  are  also  three  lapsed  "  specials  "  to  be 
fished  for  on  Feb.  27,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred). — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Feb.  17  only  two  members 
weighed  in,  Mr.  Evens,  roach,  chub,  and  perch ;  Mr. 
Symes,  raach.  On  Feb.  24  we  fish  our  last  match 
of  the  season  at  Bourne  Knd  for  seven  prizes,  all  to 
start  from  Paddington  by  the  8.40  train  and  return 
from  Bourne  End  by  the  7. .3,5  at  night ;  usual  con- 
ditions;  important  business  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishees'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— We  had 
a  good  representative  attendance  at  a  special 
general  meeting,  held  on  the  19th  inst,  and  three  new 
members  were  duly  elected.  The  sub-committee  have 
not  )-et  concluded  their  investigations  regarding  private 
waters  under  consideration,  but,  in  all  probability,  a 
full  report  will  be  ready  by  the  next  general  meeting, 
which  takes  place  on  the  5th  prox.  Travelling  cards 
have  now  been  issued,  and  genial  weather  is  all  that 
is  necessary  to  tempt  members  to  make  use  of  their 
privilege.  Several  artificial  lures  and  tackle  of  various 
descriptions  were  on  exhibition  in  the  club-room,  and 
a  most  interesting  and  instructive  evening  ensued. — 
March  Brown. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool.— The  usual  weekly  meeting 
of  this  association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Mr. 
John  Pennington  being  in  the  chair.  Members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  the  special  general 
meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday  next  (as  per  special 
circular),  when  a  matter  of  paramount  importance  to 
every  individual  member  of  the  club  will  be  settled. 
Two  more  gentlemen  were  elected  as  members,  and 
another  one  was  duly  proposed  for  membership.  Fish- 
ing generally  is  very  much  off,  in  consequence  of  the 
mixed  character  of  the  weather,  which  is  now  more 
suggestive  of  skating  than  of  angling.  In  spite  of  these 
drawbacks  it  is,  however,  somewhat  cheering  to  be 
able  to  place  on  record  the  fact  of  two  of  our  members 
getting  some  fair  sport  with  the  pike  on  a  well-known 
pool  in  South  Wales— bagging  two  dozen  jack  in  two 
days'  fishing.  Nothing  very  great  about  the  feat,  but, 
nevertheless,  something  to  be  thankful  for  after  such 
a  long  absence  from  sport. — Rosicrucian. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
G-arter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Feb.  17  we 
did  not  have  a  great  show  of  fish,  owing  to  the 
weather,  but  two  of  our|members  saved  us  from  a  blank 
— Mr.  W.  Moore  with  a  nice  show  of  roach,  and  Mr. 
E.  Lamb,  junr.,  roach.  On  Feb.  24,  and  also  till  the 
close  of  the  season,  members  can  go  where  they  please 
for  two  bait-cans— one  for  gross  weight  of  roach,  and 
one  for  gi-oss  weight  of  perch.  On  Feb.  27  a  special 
meeting  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster,   as  the  season  is  drawing  to  a  close. — 

G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  the  16th,  Mr. 
A.  H.  Harling  weighed  in  two  jack,  101b.  4^oz.  and 
one  chub,  21b.  6oz.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  W.  E  Nayler  had 
81b.  6oz.  chub,  the  largest  fish  31b.  O^oz.  We  had  a 
good  muster  on  Tuesday,  and  the  concert  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  our 
President,  Mr.  C.  L.  Wright,  who  was  faced  in  the 
Vice  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Coates,  Mr.  J.  Rome  was  at  the 
piano,  and  Messrs.  Sid  Gurney  and  Geo.  Cartwright 
were  musical  directors.  The  artists  are  so  well  known 
in  the  musical  world,that  I  need  not  particularise  them, 
their  names  were  Messrs.  Cuthbert  Leslie,  H.  Norton, 
Wilson  Martell,  Eustace  Harwood,  Arthur  Williams^ 
Will  Pearoe,S  George  Swayne,  Eric  Dane,  Fred  Stone- 
ham,  C.  J.  Symonds,  Harry  Thomas,  David  James,  and 
Will  Cartwright.  Votes  of  thanks  were  proposed  on 
behalf  of  the  chairman,  vice-chairman,  artists,  and 
the  musical  directors,  which  were  suitably  responded 
to.  Afterwards  Mr.  C.  J.  Symonds  sang  the  National 
Anthem,  which  brought  a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  a 
close.  Will  members  who  were  not  present  :on  Tues- 
day night  please  send  on  their  names  for  the  annual 
dinner  ;  committee  meeting,  Friday,  March  1,  10.30  — 

H.  W.  Morgan. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our  match  at 
Richmond  on  Feb.  17  was  far  from  a  success,  the  snow 
and  wind  'putting  a  damper  on  all  competing.  The 
prizes  were  taken,  however,  by  the  following,  who  had 
small  shows  : — Mr.  Watkins,  1st ;  Mr.  Freelove,  2nd  ; 
Mr.  Redardsoe,  3rd.  Mr.  Childs  and  Mr.  Patey  also 
weighed. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— The  last  outing  of  the  season 
will  be  to  Harlow  on  Stort  on  Feb.  24,  three  prizes. 
All  to  go  down  on  the  morning ;  one  rod. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  the  17th  inst.  the  followint^ 
weighed  in :  J.  Taylor,  H.  Faucett,  W.  Price,  C. 
Strayton,  and  W.  Payne.  Do  not  forget  Feb.'  24j 
outing  to  Cookham.  A  special  saloon  has  been  re- 
served by  the  railway  for  the  club,  leave  Paddington  by 
the  8,40  a.m. — Geo,  Keene. 


Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Club,  Grafton  Arms, 
Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  (Feb.  25)  will  take  place  at 
the  above  house.  Our  outing  to  Pangboume  will  be 
on  Feb.  24.— W.  Addis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Feb.  10  our 
outing  took  place  at  Marlow,  with  the  following 
result :  Mr.  Phillips,  chub  and  roach,  1st ;  Mr! 
Williams,  roach  (largest  lib.  8oz.),  2nd  ;  Mr.  Fletcher, 
roach,  3rd ;  Mr.  Clark,  roach,  4th ;  Mr.  WooUon, 
chub,  5th ;  Mr.  Smales,  roach,  6th  ;  and  Mr.  Saalfeld] 
perch,  7th,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  Phillips  is  the 
winner  of  the  cup  given  by  Messrs.  Lumley  and 
Brown. — R.  Smith. 

Spread  Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope,  Bird- 
street,  Lambeth.— A  special  meeting  takes  place  at 
the  above  house  on  Wednesday  next  at  9  p.m.  All 
members  are  requested  to  appear.— G.  Edwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E.— Mr.  R.  Truett  weighed  in  jack 
on  Feb.  17,  being  the  only  member  to  weigh  in.  Date 
of  our  next  return  visit,  Monday,  March  4.— W. 
Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— Mr.  Ansty  was  the  only  member 
to  return  with  fish  on  Feb.  17,  though  several  members 
were  out.  Don't  forget  the  match  at  Windsor  on  Feb. 
24,  the  conditions  of  which  are:  leave  Vauxhall  at 
8.20,  and  return  from  Windsor  at  5.  Boundary,  Wind- 
sor Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  towpath  only;  one  rod; 
jack,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred.  There  are  six  prizes] 
the  first  being  a  watch  and  chain  presented  by  Mr. 
Mai,  also  included  a  prize  presented  by  our  old  friends 
the  Battersea  Friendly  A.S.— A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— On  Feb.  17  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  A.  Holmes,  one  jack,  141b.  6ioz. ;  :Mr. 
W.  C.  A.  Smith,  roach,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Lock,  (face.  On 
Feb.  24,  we  have  an  outing  to  Taplow.  Go  where  you 
please  bank  to  go  down  by  the  8.42  from  Westboume 
Park  and  return  by  the  7.50 ;  cease  fishing  at  6.-30, 
members  to  catch  their  own  live  baits.  We  have 
fifteen  prizes  to  fish  for.  I  have  also  received  an 
acknowledgment  for  the  amount  of  £1  14s.  6d., 
collected  in  our  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
box.— C.  E.  Lock.  ^ 
United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— Since  our  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed  in :  Messrs.  F. 
Belton,  J.  Payne,  J.  Wood,  S.  Drage,  W.  Morton,  H. 
Fordham,  W.  Drage,  W.  G.  Cockerton,  C.  Wilderspin, 
H.  Sandford,  G.  Belton.  Our  next  club  match  takes 
place  on  the  Lea  on  March  3,  pegged  down.  All 
prizes  that  have  not  been  taken  through  the  season 
will  be  fished  for  on  March  10  (roving)  ;  bank  only  ; 
go  where  you  please ;  public  waters  only ;  two  rods 
allowed. — P.  Beak. 

Walthamstow  Brothees,  Essex  Arms,  Forest- 
road,  Walthamstow.— We  were  just  saved  a  blank  on 
Feb.  10.  We  have  another  outing  to  Ware  on 
March  3  for  special  prizes. — M.  Schocke. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorial,  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth.— We  fish  a  match  at  Richmond 
on  Feb.  24  for  a  series  of  prizes.  Members  to  go  by 
the  8.5  a.m.  from  Wandsworth,  and  return  by  the 
7  p.m.  from  Richmond.  Will  secretaries  please  note 
-change  of  secretary  ?  All  correspondence  to  be 
addressed  to  T.  Tringhaji. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  lapsed  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  24.  Members  mav  fish 
where  they  please.  Our  Catford  members  might  try 
Tonbridge.  Will  all  members  make  a  special  effort  to 
turn  up  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  the  remainint' 
prizes  of  the  season  '? — W.  Cox.  ° 
West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members 
were  out  on  Feb.  17,  and  the  following  weighed  in  : 
Mr.  Turner,  jack;  Mr.  Burling  and  Mr.  Pethurst, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Horner,  roach  and  perch.  The  prize  in 
the  jack  match  is  not  taken  yet  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
It  has  been  decided  to  have  a  roving  match  at 
Windsor  on  March  3.— R.  Lowther. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  JANUARY. 

During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned,  as  unfit  for  human  food,  10  tons 
18  cwt.  3  qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  1328  tons;  and  14  cwt.  at 
Shadwell,  representing  1  ton  in  about  353  tons.  The 
weight  of  fish  delivered  during  Januarv,  at  and  near 
Billingsgate  Market,  was  14,529  tons,  of  which  12,189 
tons  arrived  by  land,  and  2340  tons  were  delivered  by 
water ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery — 247  tons — 
was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  were  cod, 
dogfish,  eels,  escallops  (11  cwt.),  haddocks  (1  ton 
15  cwt.),  lobsters,  mussels  (3  tons  6  cwt.),  ovsters, 
periwinkles  (12  cwt.),  roach  (8  cwt.),  sahnon,  shrimps, 
skate,  smelts,  sprats  (1  ton  4  cwt.),  whelks,  and 
whiting  (18  cwt.) 

Fishmongers'  Hail,  E.G.,  Feb,  14, 1901. 
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Jingling  ^uhtrcs. 

Tebruary  24. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Outing. 
Burlington  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
Cambridge  Friendly :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
Lincoln  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Gookham. 
West  London  :  Bowing  Competition. 
Stockwell :  Match  at  Wiadsor. 
Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Staines. 
Bermondsey  Brothers :  Prize  outing. 
Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
Wandsworth  Piscatorials :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Ciissold  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Alma :  Match  at  IMaldon. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Earlsfield :  Match  at  Teddington. 
Isaac  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Sundial :  Outing  to  Taplow. 
Cobden :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Carlton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Phoenix:  Match  at  Harlow. 
OoULugwood:  Match. 
February  25. 

.«  Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

Sej-mour  Brothers :  Visit. 
Pebraary  27. 

B.S.A.S. :  Annual  General  Meeting. 

Holloway  :  Concert. 

Walham  Green :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Pebraary  28. 
^Limehouse :  Ball. 


March 


3. — Clapham  Jimc. :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

3.— Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

3. — Elgin :  Roving  match. 

3. — Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Tilehurst. 

3. — Twickenham :  Competition. 

3. — United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

3. — Walthamstone  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

3.  — West  Ham  Brothers:  Match  at  Hatfield 

Peverel. 

4.  — Lincoln  Brothers  :  Visit. 

4.  — Stepney  Brothers  :  Visit. 

5.  — Ciissold  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

10. — United  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 
12. — Gresham  :  Annual  Dinner. 
20.— B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
24. — ^A.B.S. :  Lee  Competition. 


THE  ANGLEKS'  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  February  delegate  meeting  of  the  above 
association,  the  following  address  of  condolence  with 
the  King  was  drawn  up,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
to  his  Majesty :  "  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  we, 
the  delegates  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  beg  to  tender, 
on  behalf  of  our  ourselves  and  some  4,000  London 
anglers,  the  expression  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and 
condolence  with  your  Majesty  and  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Family  on  the  sad  bereavement  you  have 
suSered  in  the  ever-to-be-lamented  death  of  her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  and  humbly  beg  to 
assure  your  Majesty  of  our  loyal  devotion  to  your 
person  and  iThrone."  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president 
of  the  association,  was  unable  to  attend  the  proceedings 
on  accoimt  of  suffering  froru  an  attack  of  rheumatism, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (viee-president)  occupied  the 
chair.  According  to  the  finance  committee's  report, 
the_  association's  balance  was  £121.  Mr.  Head  gave 
notice  of  motion  with  reference  to  an  alteration  in 
Rule  8,  and  the  matter  will  be  dealt  with  at  a  special 
meeting  on  the  18th  prox.  It  refers  to  the  election  of 
club  delegates  for  twelve  months.  It  was  reported 
that  some  men  had  been  seen  netting  in  the  Stort  in 
the  Roydon  district,  but  they  had  decamped  before  the 
water  bailifi  could  reach  the  scene.  Inquiries  are  to 
be  made  into  the  matter.  ^The  rollcall  showed  that 
forty-six  clubs  were  represented.  It  was  announced 
that  the  annual  meeting  of  the  [association  would  be 
held  in  April. 

List  of  Agricultural  Shows,  Horse  and 
Cattle  Pairs,  etc.— The  Midland  Railway  Co. 
have  just  issued  their  annual  pocket  list  of  principal 
agric\iltural  shows,  horse  and  cattle  fairs,  dog  and 
poultry  shows,  horse  sales,  and  racing  fixtures. 
The  book  also  contains  a  great  deal  of  other  useful 
information,  such  as  market  days,  passengers' 
luggage  arrangements,  rates  for  conveyance  of  live 
stock,  and  other  items,  and  should  prove  a  valuable 
vade  mecuwi,  to  breeders,  fanciers,  and  others.  We 
imderstand  that  copies  may  be  had  on  application 
to  any  Midland  stationmaster  or  agent. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  ordinary  general  meeting  of  members  was  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frasoati  on  February  20,  1901, 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  wore  read  and 
confirmed.  The  honorary  secretary,  Dr.  Charles  S. 
Patterson,  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  Herring  and  its 
Allies,"  beginning  by  stating  that  the  herring  was 
generally  considered  by  auglers  as  bait  rather  than  as 
a  sporting  fish ;  but  it  :had  been  known  to  take  a  fly, 
and  from  its  shape  was  undoubtedly  a  fast  fish,  while 
the  tarpon,  belonging  to  the  same  family,  is  known  as 
the  king  of  sporting  fishes.  The  shad  is  also  a  good 
sporting  fish. 

The  lecturer  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  family, 
starting  with  the  anchovy  as  a  }iors  cVa-.iivrc,  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  number  of  carefully  drawn  sketches 
explained  in  lucid  stj-lo  six  well-marked  species— the 
herring,  the  sprat,  the  pilchard,  the  allis  shad,  the 
twait  shad,  and  the  anchovy,  showing  also  that, 
though  closely  allied  with  both  the  salmon  and  carp, 
they  can  be  easily  distinguished.  The  nature  and 
location  of  herring  food  were  carefully  defined. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  two  great  divisions  of 
the  family  marked  by  the  projection  of  the  upper  or 
of  the  lower  jaw. 

At  some  length  the  duty  performed  by  the  pyloric 
fatty  appendages,  as  in  the  salmon,  in  the  storage  of 
nutriment,  was  explained,  as  enabling  these  fish  to 
pass  long  periods  of  active  exertion  without  seeking 
food. 

By  the  use  of  a  table  it  was  shown  how  each 
specimen,  of  which  a  number  were  shown,  could  be 
identified. 

The  seasons  and  mode  of  spawning  were  carefully 
described,  and  the  discovery  that  the  herring  was  not 
strongly  migratory  in  its  habits  was  explained 

Specimens  of  the  herring-net  were  shown,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  mesh  was  commented  upon.  The  old 
net  of  twenty-eight  to  the  yard  was  shown  to  pass 
many  of  the  small  herrings  which  the  new  mesh  of 
thirtj'-five  and  forty-four  secured.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  smaller  mesh  failed  to  gill  the  larger 
specimens,  and,  while  the  total  nets  carried  went  up 
from  960  to  3300  yards  per  boat,  the  catch  only 
increased  one  half.  Comment  was  made  upon  the 
damage  done  by  steam  trawlers,  and  steam  traffic 
generally,  in  disturbing  spawn  and  frightening  the 
fish. 

The  very  successful  introduction  of  the  shad  into 
American  waters  was  commented  on,  and  used  as  an 
argument  that  our  own  Government  should  in  like 
manner  take  up  the  introduction  of  new  species  and 
the  increase  of  fish  production. 

A  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper. 

i\Ir.  Minchin  called  attention  to  the  remarkable 
disappearance  of  the  herring  from  the  coast  of  Jutland 
and,  Norway,  and  its  recent  reappearance  there,  and 
urged  that  the  reasons  given — tlie  fouling  of  the  water 
and  the  interference  of  steam  traffic  being  compara- 
tively non-existent— did  not  account  for  the  result. 
Mr.  Jago  and  Mr.  McPee  followed  with  remarks  upon 
the  pilchard. 

After  remarks  from  Mr.  Howard  and  others,  the 
chairman  closed  the  discussion  with  practical  remarks 
upon  the  attempt  to  introduce  the  shad  into  our 
waters,  and  the  necessity  of  making  urgent  representa- 
tions to  our  Parliamentary  members  to  press  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  for  prompt  action  in  the 
increasing  and  preservation  of  our  food  fishes. 

Upon  the  proposition  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Read  Clarke,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr. 
Patterson  for  his  interesting  paper  was  passed  unani- 
mously. 

Dr.  Patterson,  in  returning  thanks,  pressed  upon 
the  members  present  the  duty  that  la  yupon  them  of 
contributing  papers  to  the  weekly  meetings :  they 
would  tend  largely  to  increase  both  the  interest  and 
attendance. 

He  announced  that  Mr.  Aflalo  would  read  a  paper 
on  March  13 ;  that  the  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for 
March  20  ;  and  urged  the  members  not  to  forget  that 
the  annual  meeting  would  be  held  on  Feb.  27, 
at  7.30  p.m. 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and 
toast  to  the  society,  closed  a  very  pleasant  evening. 


FATTENING  OYSTERS. 


It  is  a  common  practice  of  oyster  dealers,  instead 
of  selling  the  oysters  in  the  condition  in  which 
they  are  taken  from  the  beds  in  salt  water,  to 
place  them  for  a  period  of  about  forty-eight  hours 
in  fresh  water  in  order  to  fatten  them.  The  oyster 
men  call  this  operation  "floating,"  or  "laying 
out."  The  process  gives  the  oyster  plumpness  and 
rotundity,  its  bulk  and  weight  being  so  increased 
as  materially  to  enhance  its  selling  value.  The 
belief  is  common  among  oystermen  that  this  "  fatten- 
ing "  is  due  to  actual  gain  of  flesh  and  fat,  and  that 
the  nutritive  value  of  the  oyster  is  increased  by  the 
process, 


Oysters  lose  much,  of  their  salty  flavour  in  "  float- 
ing," however,  and  it  is  an  established  fact  that 
if  the  "fattened"  oysters  are  left  too  long  on  the 
floats  they  become  lean  again.  Careful  experiments 
have  shown  that  oysters  taken  out  of  their  natural 
beds  in  salt  water  and  placed  in  fresh  water  actually 
gain  in  weight.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that 
they  lose  weight  and  gain  a  considerable  amount  of 
water.  But  there  is  an  accompanying  loss  of  nutri- 
ment. When  in  their  natural  condition,  oysters 
contain  from  one  eighth  to  one  fifth  more  nutritive 
material  than  when  fattened. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Government's 
experiments,  conducted  at  the  New  Jersey  stations, 
thus  far  have  shown  that  oysters  freshened  by 
"floating"  will  not  remain  alive  as  long  as  those 
taken  directly  from  salt  water.  Freshening  really 
reduces  the  life-period  of  an  oyster  one  half.  In  the 
opinion  of  many  consumers,  the  improvement  in 
appearance  and  flavour  of  an  oyster  due  to  the  dilution 
of  the  salts  more  than  compensates  for  the  loss  in 
ntitritive  value.  Professor  Langworthy  remarks : 
"  Often  flavour  has  a  value  which  cannot  be  estimated 
in  dollars  and  cents." 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  GUT  CROP 
OF  1900-1901. 


Nineteenth  Year. 

Mr.  Robert  Ramsbottom,  of  Manchester,  sends  us 
his  annual  report  on  the  gut  crop  as  follows  :— 

In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  1900-1901,  I  have 
to  announce  a  much  larger  diminution  than  has 
occurred  for  some  years.  The  high  price  ruling  for 
silk,  coupled  with  adverse  climatic  conditions,  which 
delayed  the  crop  a  month  and  killed  off  many  silkworm 
broods,  will  reduce  the  supjply  by  at  least  thirty 
per  cent. 

In  the  thinnest  trout  gut  and  heaviest  salmon  even 
the  above  estimate  v/ill  probably  be  exceeded,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  a  considerable  quantity  of  previous 
seasons'  stocks  will  find  its  way  into  the  market. 

Under  these  circmnstances  more  than  ordinary  care 
should  be  exercised  in  buying  if  disappointment  is  to 
be  avoided. 

As  regards  quality,  the  present  crop  is  above  the 
average  of  recent  years,  but  the  price  may  be  expected 
to  go  up,  especially  as  the  season  advances. 

Robert  Ramsbottom. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
4,119.  Celluloid  or  xylonite  bodies  for  artificial  flies 
of  all  kinds  for  salmon,  sea  trout,  trout,  sea 
fish,  etc.  Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  B.C.  This  invention 
consists  in  the  use  of  strips  of  thin  sheets  of 
celluloid  of  every  imaginable  colour  and 
shade  for  the  purxsose  of  forming  the  bodies 
of  all  kinds  of  flies,  also  for  tags  or  tails,  and 
in  some  cases  for  wings  of  midges  and  other 
small  flies.  The  strips  of  celluloid  are 
wound  on  in  the  same  way  as  tinsel,  silk, 
quill,  etc.,  or  can  be  secured  in  longitudinal 
sections  or  in  tube-shape  cases.  Celluloid 
does  not  change  colour  when  wet,  does  not 
fade  or  tarnish,  can  be  had  of  any  colour, 
and  transparent  or  opaque  ;  it  is  a  very  light, 
tough  material,  and  does  not  absorb  water. 
As  the  colours  are  added  when  the  celluloid 
is  made  they  are  not  merely  surface  colours 
but  the  same  all  through.  Cut  into  strips 
the  material  is  as  easy  to  work  with  as 
ordinary  quill,  tinsel,  etc.,  and  answers  as 
well  for  the  smallest  midge  as  for  the 
largest  salmon  fly. 

2,402.  Mr.  William  Hardy  and  Mr.  John  James 
Hardy,  Clun  House,  Surrey-street,  Strand. 
"  Improvements  in  and  in  connection  with 
fishing  reels." 

25,270    Fishing.    Mr.  C.  E.  0.  Coleman,  Oakenshaw, 
'  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright,  11,  St.  George's- 

road,  both  in  Redditch.  Hooks.  Relates 
to  a  machine  for  automatically  flattening 
or  eyeing  the  shanks.  The  hooks  are  placed 
upon  an  inclined  bar,  down  which  they 
gravitate  to  blades  which  are  raised  and 
lowered  alternately  by  cams  on  the  main 
shaft  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  the  hooks 
to  pass  one  at  a  time  to  a  projecting  plunger. 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  ciuality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  60  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies  23  6d  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
I  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Irout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppei's, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  Imir 
casts,  8  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Millkr,  Northern  Angleri 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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BURBERRYS 


Weatherproof  Specialists, 

Sporting"  Kit  Experts, 

Gabardine  &  Urber  Combinations  Patentees, 


SPECIAL  TERMS 

During  February,  1901. 


are  disposing  of  tfieir  "1900''  STOCK,   MODEL,  and  SPORTING  GARMENTS, 

under  the  following  advantageous  terms  for  cash  with  order,  refunded  if  goods  not  approved. 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION. 


RAINPROOFED  TWEEDS. 


Now. 


I'sual 

Burberry  Shooting  I'rice. 
'Coats  .  .  .  63/-  31/6&42/- 
Knicker  Breeches .  42/-  21/- 
Riding  Breeches  .  52/6  26/3 
Kilt  Coats.  .  .  63/-  21/- 
"  Yeoman  "  Over- 
coats .  .  .  63/-  21/- 
Slip-ons    .    .    .  63/-  48/- 


Usual 

Burberry  Shooting  i*"ce. 

Coats  .  .  .  63/- 
Knicker  Breeches .  42 /- 
Riding  Breeches  .  63/- 
Weather-alls  .  .  63/- 
Ulsters     .    .  .126/- 


Now. 

31/6  &  42/- 

21/- 

31/6 

42/- 

63/- 


MADE-TO-ORDER  GARIVIENTS  from  certain  Tweeds  and  Homespuns  (patterns  of 

which  will  be  sent)  are  subject  to  a  special  discount, 
viz.  : — 15  per  cent,  for  cash  during  February. 


30  6^6  31,  Ha>ym.a,x*ket9  luonctoxi. 


THE  WEATHER-ALL. 


AND 

BASINGSTOKE. 


BURBERRYS 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


TROUT  FISHING 

TEST  AT  WHITCHUBCH. 


Vacancy  for  One  Rod  on  short 
but  very  productive  stretch 
of  water. 


References  to  Subsceibebs. 
A.  M.  A.,  c/o  J.  H.  TUPPEN,  Esq., 
48,  Bedford  Row,  London. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

FURNISHED  APARTIVIENTS 

(■With  or  without  Board). 
Salmon  and  Trout  proprietaiy  rights  over  three 
miles  oi  the  most  picturesque  and  romantic  part 
of  the  River  Dart.  Excellent  cuisine  with 
moderate  charges.  Near  Kailway  Station  and 
Post  Office. 

HIi-s.  NICHOLS, 
"  Furzeleigh,"  Buckfastleigh,  South  Devon. 


D.  WATSON  &  CO., 

Practical  Anglers  and  Fishing  Tackle  Makers 

19,  Inglis  Street,  Inverness. 


Always  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  Salmon  and 
Trout  Flies  for  the  Rivers  and  Lochs  of  tin 
North  of  Scotland,  and  every  angling  requisite, 
Watson's  Celebrated  Trout  Worm  Fly,  as  recom 
mended  in  Field  and  Fishing  Ga  zette,  2/6  per  doz. 


  XEW   EDITIoy,    JJJST  rUJiLISIlED. 

THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER 

And  the  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker,  Herbert  and  Sanderson. 

By  IZAAK  WALTON.  Temy  8vo.,  cloth  elegant,  3/6  net 

*,*  The   latest  volume  of  Macmillan's   Library  of  Eng-lish  Classics. 
MAC-MILLAN  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  LONDON. 


LIVE  FISH^FOIR^TOCKING. 

Trout,  Grayling-,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace 
Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORID, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistqr,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE 

N.B. 


SPECIAL 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 

RAINBOWS, 


LINES    IN  GRAYLING, 
AND  CARP. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 
ist  OCTOBER  to  31st  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns, 
BOATS   AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec.,  Charles 
S.  Pattebson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


DORSET, 

Three  Miles  (both  banks)  of 
some  of  the  best 

TROUT  FISHING 

in  the  South  of  England. 

£110  per  season. 


Apply  to— 

SYDNEY  H.  SAWBRIDGE, 
Shooting,  Fishing,  &.  Estate  Agent, 
SOUTHAMPTON, 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  -for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82  PAGES   OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTXTRES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3|d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 
The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER'S  BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE  as  a  going  concern  (owing  to  the  death  of  the  proprietor  and 
the  necessity  of  dividing  the  estate)  the  well-known  and  established  business 
of  Fishing  Tackle  Makers  of  WILLIAM  BROWN  AND  COMPANY, 
Aberdeen,  with  all  its  rights  and  goodwill.  A  Lease  of  the  present  premises 
may  be  secured.  The  purchaser  will  have  the  right  to  the  continued  manu- 
facture of  Brown's  Phantom  Minnows  and  other  well-known  specialities  of 
the  firm.  The  business  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  Scotland.  The  Stock 
Sheets  may  be  seen  with,  and  other  information  obtained  from— 

J.  S.  SHEWAN,  Solicitor,  35,  Union  Street,  Aberdeen. 


Royat  Choral  Society. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 

The  Postponed  Performance 

"HIAWATHA" 

AVILL  BE  GIA  EX  OX 

TUESDAY,  26TH  FEBRUARY,  1901. 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


Tickets  purchased  for,  and  bearing  date,  24th 
January,  will  be  admitted  on  the  26th  Februarj-. 

MISS  ELLA  RUSSELL. 
MR.  BEN  DAVIES. 
MR.    ANDREW  BLACK. 

Band  and  Chorus  One  Thousand 

ORGANIST  -  m.H.  L.  BALFOUR. 

Conductor,  Sir  Fi*1ck  Bridge. 

Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Ccmmeyice  at  8  o'clock. 

Stalls,  7s.  Qd. 
Arena,  6s.      Boxes,  £1  lis.  M.  to  JES  3s, 
Balcony  (  Reserved    (rows  1  to  4)  5s. 

\  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s. 
GALLERY  (Promenade)  ONE  SHILLING. 

"ISRAEL  IN  EGYPT" 

WILL  BE  PERFORMED  ns 

THURSDAY,   14th    MARCH,   1901,  at  8, 


Superior  Salmon,  Sea,  and  Trout 

Tackle,  cheap. 
"ANGLER,"  48,  High  Street, 

srXTOX,  SI  KREV.  Letters  onlv. 


OPENS  MARCH  1st. 

Five  miles'  private  TROUT  FISHUsG 
in  Elvers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  visitors 
staying  at  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the  countr\-, 
five  hom-s  from  London.  Billiards. 
Hunters  and  Harness  Horses.  Golf. 
C.  W.  Kelder,  Proprietor. 


SCOTLAN  D— NORTH. 

Spring  Salmon  and  Trout  JFi.thing. 

CHARMIXG  COTTAGE  TO  LET,  Furnished. 
Splendid  Fishing  open  26th  February.  Seven 
rooms,  very'  nicely  furnished.  £•>  (js.  a  week, 
including  Ticket ;  "or,  £50  three  months.  Plate 
and  Linen.  Immediate  possession.  Owner  pre- 
ented  fishing  by  illness.  Bargain. — Apply, 
under  cover,  T.  Clack,  21.  Crown  Street, 
Aberdeen,  Ji.B. 
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The  69th  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Friendly  Anglers 
was  held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Feb.  20,  a  full  report  of  which  will  appear  in  next 
week's  issue. 


Too  late  for  last  week,  and  want  of  space,  this 
prevents  any  but  a  very  condensed  account  of  a  most 
important  smoking  concert  and  presentation.  The 
event  took  place  on  the  7tb  inst.,  at  the  Windsor 
Castle,  Hammersmith,  and  upwards  of  200  guests  were 
present.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  musical 
progi-amme  was  ably  carried  out.  During  an  interval 
Mr.  James  Harwood  referred  to  the  principal  reason 
for  holding  the  concert,  which  was  to  publicly  show 
their  appreciation  of  their  old  friend  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barber,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 
Without  a  doubt  Mr.  Barber  is  held  in  very  high 
esteem  by  all  who  know  him ;  and  in  consideration 
for  his  kindness  in  many  ways  towards  the  members 
of  the  Sundial,  as  also  to  the  angling  fraternity  gene- 
rally, they  had  met  on  that  evening  to  ask  him  to 
accept  a  small  token  of  respect  from  his  fellow- 
members. 


Me.  Harwood  then  handed  over  a  handsome  silver 
tea  and  coffee  service  on  a  pollard  oak  tray.  Mr- 
Barber,  who  was  literally  taken  by  surprise  at 
such  a  magnificent  gift,  made  a  very  feeling  speech, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  thanked  them  most  heartily 
for  the  substantial  character  of  the  gift,  its  peculiar 
appropriateness— for  if  they  had  thought  for  a  twelve- 
month they  could  not  have  hit  upon  anvthing  he 
would  have  liked  so  well— and  above  all,  "he  would 
always  cherish  the  kind  thought  that  had  prompted 
them.  More  songs,  more  speeches,  votes  of  thanks  to 
the  chairmen,  artists,  and  pianist,  and  to  Host  Ash- 
more  for  the  admirable  arrangements  made  for  the 
comfort  of  the  guests  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close. 


The  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  are  organising  a 
grand  concert  for  benevolent  purposes,  to  take  place  at 
the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on  April  20. 
A  grand  array  of  talent  is  being  engaged,  and  I  have 
been  asked  to  take  the  chair.  All  being  well  I  hope 
to  be  there. 


Mb.  S.  J.  Harley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  writes: 
"  Dear '  Drag,'  to  conclude  my  story  of  the  baby  otters. 
Directly  the  keeper  handed  them  over  to  my  friend, 
the  latter  wrote  me  as  follows  : — '  My  dear  Hurley^ 
I  am  'in  a  fix,  and  I  want  you  to  help  me  out  of  it! 
My  head  keeper  got  this  morning  a  nest  of  voung 
otters,  and  I  don't  know  what  to  do  with  them,  "shall 
be  happy  to  send  them  down  to  you  as  a  present ;  or, 
perhaps,  you  would  prefer  to  come  up  and  look  after 
them  yourself,  as  you  know  more  about  otters  than  I 
do  ?  '  I  wrote  :him  back,  telling  him  to  take  away 
from  his  Irish  water  spaniel  bitch  Molloy,  who 
had  been  rearing  a  litter  of  four  puppies  at 
the  time,  two  of  the  pups  and  put  the  little 
otters  in  their  place  in  the  kennel,  and  they  would  be 
all  right.  He  did  so,  and  right  they  were,  for  the 
gentle  "  Molly  "  took  kindly  to  them  at  once  and  has 
nursed  them  as  though  they  were  her  own  offspring. 
I  do  not  think  anyone  need  wish  to  see  a  more 
interesting  group  of  animals  than  the  four  otters  and 
two  puppies  as  they  roll  about  the  floor  together,  and 
chase  each  other  in  the  parlour  and  about  the  garden. 
The  otters  are  quite  tame  now,  and  I  can  handle  them 
with  impunity.  In  the  summer  it  will  be  rare  fun  to 
see  the  lot  swimming  and  playing  in  the  river." 


^  I  REFERRED  recently  to  the  sad  death  of  Mr.  A.  G. 
Smith,  late  stationmaster  at  Pulborough.  He  was 
well  known  and  much  respected  by  thousands  of 
anglers  and  their  friends  who  patronise  the  popular 
week-end  excursions  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
now  so  ably  conducted  by  Mrs.  Eldridge.  Mr.  Smith 
was  buried  at  Houghton  Church,  and  his  remains 
were  carried  from  the  railway  station  by  railway  men 
m  uniform,  followed  by  an  immense  concourse  of 
sorrowing  friends.  There  were  many  beautiful  wreaths 
amongst  which  was  one  from  the  widow  Eldridge 
inscribed,  "  From  one  who  has  gone  through  the  same 
trouble." 


The  deceased  was  only  thirty-five  years  of  a,^e  and 
leaves  a  wife  and  five  children  (the  eldest  about  ten^ 
unprovided  for.  Mr.  Savage,  the  stationmaster  a 
Pulborough,  is  interesting  himself  on  their  behalf 
and  acting  as  secretary  and  collector  to  a  fund  being 
raised,  and  which  it  is  gratifying  to  record  is  already 
meeting  with  some  success.  Mrs.  Eldridge  of  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road,  has  also  opened  a 
subscription  list,  and  will  gratefully  receive  and 
acknowledge  the  smallest  donations  towards  this  de- 
serving case. 


John  Taylor,  called  the  "Water  Poet,"  who  was 
born  about  1580,  and  died  in  1654,  gives  the  following 
quaint  accoimt  of  the  making  of  pancakes  in  his 
"  Jack-a-Lent  "  (1620):  "Shrove  Tuesday,  at  whose 
entrance  in  the  morning  all  the  whole  kingdom  is 
inquiet;  but  by  that  time  the  clock  strikes  eleven, 
which  (by  the  help  of  a  knavish  sexton)  is  comrhonly 
before  nine,  then  there  is  a  bell  rung,  cal'd  the  Pancake- 
bell,  the  sound  whereof  makes  thousands  of  people 
distracted,  and  forgetful  either  of  manners  or  humanitie ; 
then  there  is  a  thing  called  wheaten  floure,  which  the 
Cookes  do  mingle  with  water,  eggs,  spice,  and  other 
tragical,  magicall  inchantments,  and  then  they  put  it 
by  little  and  little  into  a  frj'ing-pan  of  boiling  suet, 
where  it  makes  a  confused  dissmall  hissing  (like  the 
Lexnean  Snakes  in  the  reeds  of  Acheron,  Stix,  or 
Phlegeton),  untill  at  last,  by  the  skill  of  the  cooke,  it 
IS  transformed  into  the  forme  of  a  Flip-Jacke  cal'd  a 
Pancake,  which  ominous  incantation  the  ignorant 
people  doe  devoure  very  greedily." 


The  ever-watchful  "  Spinning  Minnow  "—a  lover  of 
the  truth— says  :  "  Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
a  slight  inaccuracy  in  your  last  week's  interesting 
'Jottings  by  the  Way.'  In  the  second  paragraph  you 
speak  of  the  whale  and  the  royal  privilege  anent 
stranded  whales  or  those  caught  within  British 
dominions.  You  say :  '  It  is  the  tail  end  which  the 
Queen  may  claim,  for  that  is  the  part  where  most  of 
the  whalebone  lies.'  Now  the  whale  is  a  mammal, 
and  as  such  its  real  bones,  or  the  whale  boiics,  have  no 
more  value  or  bending  power,  nor  are  they  more 
valuable— unless  as  a  curiosity— than  those  of  anv 
bullock  or  heifer  slaughtered  for  butcher's  meat. 
The  whalebone  proper,  as  generally  called  by  that 
name,  is  a  deep  fringe  of  hanging  filaments 
round  the  creature's  mouth.  There  are  in  the 
Arctic  seas,  where  these  cetaceans  gather,  certain 
small  insects  which  run  along  the  water  on  their 
feet,  like  the  '  skaters,'  as  we  used  to  call  them, 
in  the  ponds  in  our  boyhood.  The  whale  swims 
along  the  surface  of  the  sea  with  its  gigantic  mouth 
wide  open  till  the  latter  is  full  of  these  small  gentry. 
He  then  shuts  it,  and  expels  the  sea  water  through 
the  interstices  of  the  whalebone.  Having  swallowed 
his  delicacy,  the  same  process  is  repeated.  The  sperm 
whale,  from  having  been  so  assiduously  himted  and 
fished  for,  is  nearly  extinct,  like  the  dodo,  great  auk, 
and  a  few  other  rare  creatures.  That  otherwise  all- 
observant  man  Jules  Verne  falls  into  the  same  mistake 
re  whalebone  in  his  inimitable  story  '  The  Mysterious 
Island.' " 


Mr.  Wrench  Towse  occupied  the  chair  on  Wednes- 
day evening  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  when  Dr. 
Patterson  delivered  a  very  able  lecture  on  the  humble 
bloater  before  a  fairly  n,umerous  attendance  of  sea 
anglers.  The  doctor,  as  is  his  wont,  exhibited  dia- 
grams illustrative  of  his  subject,  and  showed  the 
audience  how  to  distinguish  a  herring  from  a  sprat. 
On  a  former  occasion,  when  "Mussels  as  Bait"  was 
being  discussed,  the  lecturer  provided  a  cheap  supper 
by  opening  and  distributing  mussels,  properly  peppered 
and  vinegared. 


The  doctor  was  not  so  liberal  with  the  herrings, 
which  were  "  trailed  "  under  the  chairman's  organs  of 
sight  and  smell.  There  were  herrings  long  and 
herrings  short.  Herrings  lent  and  herrings  bought; 
Herrings  lean  and  herrings  fat.  Sprats  and— yes— a 
stickleback  !  Shad  and  anchovy  (no  skate),  Redolent 
of  Billingsgate.  But  why,  when  we  tried,  were  not 
some  of  them  fried  ?  They  would  have  been  much 
relished  by  some  of  the  party,  Especially  cooked  at  the 
Hotel  Frascati. 


At  Eyemouth,  just  across  the  Border,  they  know  how 
to  make  a  dish  fit  for  a  king.  A  large  haddock  is 
selected  on  the  hauling  of  the  lines,  it  is  towed  behind 
the  boat  into  harbour,  then,  zvithout  loss  of  time,  it  is 
boiled  with  two  pounds  of  sweet  butter,  and  served  hot. 
What  could  be  more  simple,  yet  what  more  effective  ? 
It  may  be  said  it  is  an  expensive  dish.  Well,  it  is 
not  everyday  common  folks  can  indulge  in  it,  never- 
theless it  is  a  dish  for  a  king,  and  may,  on  great 
occasions,  be  indulged  in  by  the  commonalty  without 
reflection.  Such  a  dish  at  the  Lord  Mayor's  dinner 
would  make  the  aldermen  smack  their  lips. 


The  very  successful  Yachting  Exhibition  will  come 
to  an  end  on  Friday  week  at  the  Royal  Aquarium. 
The  tenth  Annual  Fisheries,  which  follows  it,  wili 
open  on  the  7th  prox.,  and  will,  I  hear,  be  an  excellent 
display,  the  leading  tackle  makers  having  taken  space. 
If  further  inducement  is  needed  to  visit  the  famous 
Westminster  resort,  there  is  a  splendid  series  of  bio- 
scope views  reproducing  the  procession  of  the  King 
and  Queen  to  the  opening  of  Parliament,  and  the 
funeral  scenes  at  Osbjnic,  London,  and  Windsor  of 
her  late  Majesty, 


Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  will  read  a  paper  before 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Monday  evening  next' 
Feb.  25,  entitled  "  Some  Salmon  Pools."  Severai 
photographs  illustrative  of  the  lecture  will  be 
exhibited. 


Henry  Chappel,  a  veteran  Tweed  angler  and 
Crimean  hero,  and  landlord  of  the  George  Inn,  Bor- 
wick-on-Tweed,  has  just  passed  away.  He  was  a  keen 
angler,  and  knew  well  his  rod,  as  in  former  times,  in 
the  Crimea  and  in  China,  he  did  his  gun.  He  had 
good  reason  to  remember  the  Chinese,  for  they  cut  off 
his  ears  1  so  he  had  nothing  but  bad  to  say  of  them. 
He  was  well  liked  in  the  Army,  and  in  the  North- 
umberland Militia,  where  he  was  sergeant,  by  both 
officers  and  men.  He  was  cheerful,  and  full  of -good- 
humoured  joke  and  anecdote,  so  that  he  was  equally 
popular  with  the  civilian  population.  The  widow 
survives,  and  carries  on  the  George  Inn. 


In  answer  to  "Novice,"  there  are  two  or  three  at 
Waltham  Cross.  One  is  known  as  Francis's  water. 
Should  say  about  same  class  of  fishing  as  Higham  Hill. 
This  water  was  at  one  time  rented  by  the  Clapton 
Angling  Society,  but,  as  that  is  now  non-existejit,  he 
must  apply  to  present  holder  for  terms.  Thanks  for 
suggestion.  It  has  been  tried,  but  anglers  seem  to 
cuddle  up  their  old  traps  as  curiosities.  I  once  offered 
an  old  winch  for  a  new  trout  rod,  but  nobody  answered 
me. 


Mr.  Lock,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sundial  A.S.,  has 
received  an  acknowledgment  for  the  sum  of  £1  14s.  6d. 
collected  in  the  society's  T.A.P.S.  box  from  the  hon' 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  who  stated  "that  if 
other  London  clubs  gave  similar  support  they  (the 
T.A.P.S.)  could,  in  addition  to  watching,  removal  of 
swans,  ducks,  etc.,  buy  some  good  stock  fish."  He 
also  expressed  a  wish  "  that  anglers  who  fish  the 
Thames  would  not  take  away  all  their  sizable  fish,  as, 
were  the  river  allowed  to  rest  in  this  respect,  specimen 
fish  all  round  would  be  more  prevalent." 


Me.  R.  H.  Robertson,  hon.  -treasurer  of  the  Cupar 
Eden  (Fife)  Angling  Club,  desires  us  to  acknowledge 
the  sum  of  2s.  6d.  from  "  Neophyte,"  as  a  contribution 
to  the  "  George  Thomas  Fund." 


"  The  Mick"  says  that  the  last  time  he  went  fish- 
ing he  altered  his  mind,  and  went  to  a  football  match. 
He  also  wants  to  know,  "  What's  the  good  of  sausages 
if  you've  got  no  machine  to  make  'em  wid  ?  " 


A  Storm. 

Athwart  the  sky  a  gruesome  fleet  of  murky  clouds 
is  sailing : 

Among  the  leafless  boughs  the  wind  is  ominously 
wailing. 

Low  lying  in  the  western  skies, 
The  moon  a  silver  shallop  plies. 
Beneath,  a  crimson  thread  is  spun — 
The  parting  glory  of  the  sun. 

Dark  grows  the  sky  and  darker  yet,  while  evening 

shades,  descending. 
Obscure  the  landscape,  and  I  feel  the  chill  of  storms 

impending. 
Borne  on  the  ever-strengthening  breeze 
I  hear  the  soughing  of  the  trees, 
And,  sounding  from  the  rocky  shore, 
The  angry  ocean's  sullen  roar. 

With  curtains  drawn  and  bolted  door,  I  mock  the 

tempest's  raving; 
Tho'  all  without  is  cold  and  dark,  sweet  peace  my 

soul  is  laving. 
I  hear  the  fusillade  of  leaves, 
Hurled  upward  to  my  cottage  eaves ; 
Then,  loud  against  the  lattice  pane. 
The  fury  of  the  driving  rain. 

Serene  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep— lulled  by  the  ocean's 
surges ; 

The  sounds  that  are  my  lullabys  may  be  another's 
dirges. 

Tho'  Death  and  Peril  walk  abroad, 
I  fear  them  not,  but  trust  in  God. 
I  care  not  for  the  Storm  King's  wrath, 
Safe  sheltered  by  my  cottage  hearth. 

Lewiston  Evening  Journal. 


Yeoman  :  "  Well,  Weedy,  vishin'  again  ?  Thee 
com'st  out  a-playin'  to  vishin'  crule  often,  I  zees ;  but 
I  never  zees  thee  catch  nort."  Weedy:  "Well, 
Farmer  Stunpoll,  you  be  a  married,  an'  zo  be  I ;  an' 
Mrs.  Stunpoll,  us  all  know,  ez  a  practical  feemale, 
you'll  aisly  onderstand  that  the  catching  of  vish  esn' 
the  only  reason  a  fellah  is  likely  to  hae  vur  goin' 
a-vishin'  wen  there's  a  spring  clean  crost  wi'  a  washin' 
day  goin'  on  hom'."  Dragnet, 
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ppovineial  flflgling  Kotes 

must  arrive  bxj  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Monday  evening  last  Mr.  T.  Coles  paid  a  visit  to 
the  new  club  being  formed  at  the  Providence  Hotel, 
Netherton,  which  is  situated  about  two  miles  from 
Dudley',  and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Cradley. 
The  club  consists  of  about  forty  fully  paid  up  members, 
and  as  soon  as  they  are  accepted  into  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  they  will,  no  doubt,  become 
about  one  hundred  strong,  as  they  have  some 
very  good  officers,  who  hold  influential  positions 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  P. A. A.  have  several  other 
clubs  of  importance  who  have  lately  applied  for 
particulars  of  the  working  of  the  association,  with  a 
view  of  affiliation.  One  or  two  associations  in  the 
Lancashire  district  will,  before  long,  become  affiliated, 
as  they  are  desirous  of  fishing  certain  portions  of  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal.  Several  new  societies  are 
also  being  formed  outside  Birmingham,  and  this  year 
will  see  a  large  influx  of  members  that  will  go  to 
increase  the  already  satisfactory  financial  position  of 
the  association.  The  clubs  in  Birmingham  are  one  and 
all  making  a  large  number  of  members,  several  of 
which,  since  their  removal  to  fresh  quarters,  have 
more  than  doubled  their  numerical  strength. — A  large 
number  of  new  members  have  been  enrolled  at  the 
popular  Aston  Britannia  Society,  which  now  bids  fair 
to  become  the  largest  society  in  or  near  to  Birming- 
ham, and  by  the  end  of  "the  present  quarter  they 
hope  to  have  three  hundred  members  on  their 
books.  A  number  of  the  clubs  in  Birmingham 
have  been  holding  their  annual  dinners,  all  of 
which  have  been  '  marked  with  success,  and  a 
few  of  the  clubs  have  also  made,  their  arrange- 
ments for  their  summer  outings,  which  should  .be 
made  known  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  the  clubs 
may  know  the  dates  and  places  where  all  the  contests 
are  to  be  fished, |in  order  that  no  two  or  three  clubs 
may  go  to  one  place  on  a  certain  day  and  not 
be  able  to  bring  off  their  contests,  as  was  the 
case  last  year.  —  Owing  to  the  frost  very  little 
angling  has  been  done,  only  on  the  Avon  and 
Severn,  where  the  frost  has  made  little  or  no 
difference.  Where  the  water  has  been  accessible, 
pike  fishing  has  been  indulged  in  with  a  fair  amount 
of  success.  Some  decent  pike  up  to  81b.  have  been 
taken  from  the  Avon  in  the  Stratford  district,  but 
pool  and  canal  fishing  has  been  very  quiet.  Now 
that  the  frost  seems  to  be  going,  however,  pike  fishing 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Some  of  the  clubs  have, 
during  the  week,  arranged  outings  and  contests  on  a 
small  scale  prior  to  March  15— that  is,  if  the  weather 
is  suitable. — C.  White. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  cold  north  winds  which  have  prevailed  since  my 
last  notes  were  despatched  have  not  been  productive 
of  satisfactory  sport  amongst  roach,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  nice  takesi  from  the  Bain,  little 
has  been  done  in  this  particular  brmoh  of  angling. 
On  the  other  hand,  pike  fishermen  have  had  a  busy 
time  of  it,  but  for  the  most  part  sport  has  been  con- 
fined to  local  rods.  Those  who  have  been  out  on  the 
Witham  have  enjoyed  the  best  sport  on  the  lower 
reaches— notably  at  Langrick  and  Dogdvke,  .where 
fish  weighing  up  to  81b.  have  been  captured  with  the 
live  bait.  In  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  near  to  the 
confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  one  or  two  pike  rods 
have  performed  very  well— one  sportsman  taking  six 
and  a  half  brace  of  fish  on  Saturday,  weighing  511b. 
—The  reports  from  the  Forty- foot  are  also  satisfactory. 
Two  rods  plying  on  the  lengths  near  the  Neslam 
Bridge,  last  week-end,  caught  four  and  a  half  brace  of 
pike,  the  best  scaling  ejlb.- Other  rods  have  done 
well  m  the  Donington  district.  Those  operating  on 
the  Welland  and  Glen  have  also  had  a  good  time  of  it, 
but  locomotion  has  been  difficult  for  the  troller,  and 
now  that  the  .frost  has  gone  the  ground  will  be  even 
m  a  worse  state.— With  a  more  genial  atmosphere 
angling  should  be  pursued  successfully  to  the  end  of 
the  season,  as  the  waters  are  in  capital  condition. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  has  been  anything  but  favour- 
able at  times  for  angling  operations  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week  or  so,  yet,  when  occasion  did 
offer,  our  local  enthusiasts  made  good  use  of  their 
time,  and  several  very  good  catches  were  recorded 
at  the  various  anglers'  rendezvous  in  the  city. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Smith  had  a  nice  catch  of  roach  from 
Emmotland  that  scaled  close  upon  a  stone,  his 
heaviest  fish  weighing  lib.  loz. ;  and  amongst  other 
good  specimens  shown  from  the  river  Hull, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Schofield  had  one  of  lib.  8f  oz. ; 
Mr.  B.  Hill,  a  member  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society 
amongst  other  fish,  had  a  roach  of  lib.  Ifoz.,  and  a 
dace  of  8foz.  ;  and  several  other  anglers  had  fish  going 
lib.  each  and  over  from  the  upper  waters.  A  few  nice 
fish  have  also  been  secured  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Arram 
and  Hull  Bridge,  and  in  the  Waswul  district,  on  Mon- 


day, Mr.  S.  Cheeseman  secured  a  nice  roach  that  scaled 
lib.  4oz. ;  but  these  lower  waters  are  now  out  of  trim 
with  this  week's  heavy  tides,  but  should  be  in  fair  order 
by  the  beginning  of  the  week. — The  first;  club  match 
notified  to  be  fished  on  the  river  this  season  is  by  the 
Abercrombie  Angling  Society,  and  will  take  place  at 
West  Ferry  onMarch.31. — Both  the  rivers  Ancholme  and 
Ludd  are  now  in  fair  order  for  pike  fishing,  and  should 
pay  for  a  visit ;  and  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  in 
much  better  trim  this  week  for  operations,  either  for 
perch  or  pike.  —  At  the  Central  Hull  Association's 
annual  dinner,  Mr.  J.  Woodall  was  presented 
with  tlie  association's  gold  medal  for  most  points 
during  the  past  season,  and  Messrs.  R.  H.  Barlow, 
Arthur  Marshall,  and  W.  J.  Barker  were  recipients  of 
prizes  for  the  three  best  aggregate  catches  ;  several 
prizes  were  also  presented  for  specimen  fish  caught 
during  the  season. — The  Sandringham  Anglers'  Club 
have  also  just  held  their  annual  dinner,  and  elected 
officers  for  1901,  Mr.  W.  Ward  being  voted  to  the 
presidential  chair,  Mr.  H.  J.  Lamplough  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  R.  Hagar  secretary. — Codlings  are  now  in  the 
Humber  in  fair  numbers,  and  during  the  past  week,  at 
Paull,  fish  up  to  about  71b.  each  have  been  caught, 
and  good  fish  are  also  reported  from  Stallingborough 
and  Killingholme. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington  continues  to  supply  interesting  news. 
The  committee  decline  to  sink  the  main  object  to  the 
interest  of  side  issues.  In  some  towns  the  publican 
has  succeeded  in  getting  anglers  to  forget  he  is  the 
servant  of  the  public,  and  to  think  that  the  public 
exist  for  |his  convenience.  In  this  town  the 
publicans  are  true  sportsmen,  and  do  not  consider 
themselves  of  the  first  importance.  The  local 
association  is  progressing  steadily.  The  Gowy  last 
week-end  fished  fairly  well.  Mr.  J.  Green  took 
a  roach  lib.  2oz.,  Mr.  J.  Shaw  one,  lib.  The 
Lymm  water  disappointed  several  visitors.  —  The 
Hawley  Angling  Society  have  added  eight  new 
members,  bringing  up  the  total  to  thirty-eight.  This 
new  club  is  promising  well. — A  new  club  has  been 
formed  at  Widnes,  and  have  applied  to  the  P. A. A.  for 
admission  to  membership. — The  decision  of  the  rail- 
way companies  not  to  extend  the  time  of  anglers' 
tickets  to  five  days  is  a  great  mistake.  There  are 
thousands  of  anglers  who  could  get  away  for  five  days, 
but  would  not  go  for  three  days  to  any  distant  resort. 
You  may  book  a  ticket  on  a  Saturday — that  day  is 
broken  into  ;  Sunday  is  often  fished  on,  but  many  will 
not  fish  on  that  day;  Monday  you  must  return.  So 
that  for  three  days'  trip  you  get  one  day's  fishing. — A 
very  pleasing  report  is  to  hand  from  Ardwick.  Recently 
the  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  and,  as  a  result  of 
twelve  new  members  joining,  the  rollcall  now  is  thirty- 
four,  and  a  prospect  of  even  many  more  being  added. 
— The  Chorley  and  District  Angling  Society  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  Wednesday,  and  the  event  throughout 
was  a  successful  one.  The  secretary  read  the  report, 
and  Mr.  R.  Booth  presided. — The  Clitheroe  Angling 
Association  appear  to  be  jogging  along  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner.  Itis  announced  that  they  have 
already  19,000  young  trout,  and  also  20,000  ova  on  the 
grills,  all  of  which  are  in  good  condition  and 
destined  for  the  Ribble.  They  are  considering  the 
question  of  constructing  a  number  of  rearing  ponds. 
The  Ribble  is  getting  a  lot  of  attention.  What  with  the 
Clitheroe  Association,  the  Manchester  Association,  and 
the  Conservancy  Board,  it  ought  to  be  very  soon  the 
finest  river  in  this  county. — The  one  bright  spot  for 
real  enthusiasm  just  at  present  is  Liverpool.  One  and 
all  seem  to  be  busy,  either  actually  fishing  or  arranging 
for  fishing.  One  or  two  items  tliey  are  dealing  with 
are  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  locally. — The  St. 
Helens  anglers  are  perfecting  their  summer  fixtures. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  are  anxious  for 
a  good  gathering  at  the  next  meeting  so  as  to  arrange 
their  anniversary,  etc.  Some  time  since,  this  society 
had  a  lecture  from  their  old  friend  Mr.  Smith, 
but  his  discourse  was  so  satisfactory  that  they 
never  sent  any  details  so  that  the  rank  and  file 
could  hear  of  their  success.  —  Next  Monday,  the 
25  th,  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  hold  a 
social  evening  for  members  and  friends.  "  Our 
Charlie "  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  have  a 
grand  success.  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh,  the  popular  manager 
of  Hardy  Bros.,  will  be  there,  and  so  will  Mr.  T.  Tully, 
manager  for  Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom.  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  of 
the  Moss  Side  Socials,  is  also  expected,  and  but  for  the 
meeting  of  this  club  the  "Fairy  Queen"  was  to  have 
been  there  also.  Speaking  of  this  society,  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  members  deepl)'  regret  that  Mr.  A.  L. 
Harkness  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  office  as  chair- 
man, but  will  always  bear  in  mind  his  valuable  efforts 
on  their  account.  In  Mr.  J.  Travers  they  have  a  worthy 
successor,  and  it  is  to  be  desired  that  the  members 
will  loyally  support  him.  —  The  "30"  club  have 
is.sued  their  rules  in  the  form  of  a  handy  little  book. 
The  compilers  have  spent  a  lot  of  time  and  care,  and 
earnestly  tried  to  produce  the  correct  thing,  but 
it  is  more  than  likely  that,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  experience  will  intimate  a  few  alterations. 


The  enthusiasm  with  which  this  club  have  attacked 
the  question  of  organisation  is  commendable.  —  The 
Levenshulmc  Angling  Society  at  their  last  meeting 
were  able  to  announce  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Raeper  at  the 
next  meeting  on  "Angling  Literature."  No  doubt 
there  will  bo  a  good  attendance.  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh,  their 
hon.  secretary,  is  down  for  a  lecture  at  the  St.  George 
Literary  Society  on  the  fish  hook,  ancient  and  modern, 
with  lantern  assistance. — Mr.  W.  Taylorand  Mr.  Fisher 
are  working  witli  commendable  spirit  in  the  stocking 
competition  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials,  but  so  far  Mr. 
Taylor  heads  the  list  with  G33  fish. — There  was  a 
gatiiering  of  anglers  in  tliis  citj'  last  Saturday  at 
which  they  complained  of  not  being  noted  in  "this 
column.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  society  has  not  sent  any 
news  for  a  long  while,  but  the  -association  complained 
of  as  getting  undue  .notice  never  miss  keeping  the 
Fishing  Gazette  posted  in  their  doings. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  is  quite  at  a  standstill  in  this  district,  owing 
to  the  continued  frost.  Most  of  the  broads  are  still 
frozen  over,  I  so  I  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  fishing  for 
pike  at  present.  The  rivers  are  still  open,  and  a  few 
roach  have  been  taken  by  some  of  the  more  hardy 
anglers,  who  fish  any  weather,  but  this  sport  is  so 
slow  that  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle.  The 
slight  thaws  that  we  have  had  at  times  during  the 
last  fortnight  have  somewhat  reduced  the  thickness 
of  the  ice  in  some  parts  of  the  county,  so  that  if  a 
change  come  the  fishing  will  be  able  to  be  resumed  at 
once.  When  the  change  does  come  the  fish  will  be 
madly  on  the  feed  for  a  few  days,  and  anglers  in  this 
district  are  reckoning  upon  a  spell  of  good  sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  fallen  to  low  winter  level,  and  chub 
anglers  have  been  out  in  force.  Greaves  and  pith 
and  brains  have  been  extensively  used,  but  not  so 
many  fish  as  usual  appear  to  have  been  caught. 
Perhaps  the  heaviest  creels  have  been  made  at 
Clifton  (Grove  swims),  Wilford,  Holme  Pierre- 
font,  Flintham  (Hazleford),  and  Fiskerton.  Greaves 
have  been  dead  off  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and 
Sawley,  and  only  meagre  returns  of  sport  have 
come  to  hand  from  Sawley.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Burton  pollutions  have  something  to  do  with 
the  non-feeding  of  the  "loggerheads"  at  Shardlow. 
Greaves  'experts  were  out  there  on  Tuesday,  and  tried 
no  end  of  favourite  swims,  without  so  much  as  getting 
a  "  nibble."  Lob  worms  have  been  difficult  to 
procure,  owing  to  the  frosty  nights  prevailing,  and 
even  at  the  period  of  writing  many  of  the  back- 
waters were  coated  with  ice.  There  has  been 
comparatively  little  doing  amongst  roach  and  dace, 
and  for  weeks  past  scarcely  a  perch  has  come  to  the 
hook.  Perch  seem  to  have  left  us :  at  all  events,  it  is 
a  rare  circumstance  to  kill  one. — The  City  Piscatorials 
have  turned  into  their  waters  of  the  Gleab  250  trout, 
and  a  similar  consignment  for  the  same  waters  was 
due  on  Thursday. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board,  held  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby,  on 
Tuesday,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Robert  Gresley, 
Bart.,  it  was  decided  to  devote  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£40  to  be  divided  amongst  the  twelve  clubs  sub- 
scribing to  the  funds  of  the  board  for  the  purpose 
of  stocking  or  restocking  their  waters  with  trout.  In 
carrying  out  the  distribution  of  the  fish  Mr.  Eddowes, 
the  clerk,  will  bear  in  mind  the  amount  of  the  annual 
subscription  paid  by  each  club.  The  report  of  the 
board  was  adopted.  A  petition  was  presented  from  the 
Sheffield  Anglers'  Association  setting  forth  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  use  of  all  nets,  excepting  the  landing 
net,  on  th'e  Trent,  and  as  the  outcome  of  an  interesting 
discussion  the  board's  inspector  (Mr.  G.  Cooke)  was 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  report  to  a 
.special  meeting  to  be  held  in  due  course. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  clearing  nicely,  and  will  soon  be  down 
to  their  winter  level.  Snow  has  fallen  again,  and 
caused  another  check  to  sport ;  but  frost  visited  us 
again  last  night,  and  we  trust  it  will  continue  for  a 
time,  and  then  we  shall  soon  have  the  fish  on  the  feed. 
Several  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  week, 
and  some  fine  grayling  were  taken  with  the 
maggot.  Roach  were  also  taken  with  the  small 
red  worm  and  with  paste.  Some  few  large 
chub  and  perch  were  secured,  the  latter  with  the 
worm  ;  several  good  pike  were  also  taken  with  the 
spoon  bait.  We  regret  to  hear  that  some  fisher- 
men have  taken'  a  great  quantity  of  coarse  fish  from 
the  Severn  with  the  small-meshed  nets,  thus  reducing 
the  already  far  too  small  stock  in  the  river.  This  cannot 
be  wondered  at,  when  there  is  no  water  bailiff  for  so 
many  miles  of  the  river.  The  Severn  Fishery  Board  is 
entirely  neglecting  the  Worcestershire  portion  of  the 
Severn.  A  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and  Di.strict  Angling 
Association  was  held  in  the  club-room  of  the  Good 
Intent  Angling  Society,  Gloucester  Arms  Inn, 
Copenhagen  Street,  on  Friday  evening  last,  when 
new  rules  and  regulations  were  agreed  to  and  passed, 
the  ]>resident,  Mr.  S.  F.  Higgs,  being  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  W.  Bridges  then  read  a  most  excellent  paper 
on  roach  fishing,  dealing  with  the  different  methods 
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adopted — rods,  lines,  baits,  etc. — in  a  masterly  manner. 
A  capital  discussion  followed,  and  a  very  profitable 
and  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  for  which  Mv. 
Bridges  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
In  March  the  president,  Mr.  S.  F.  Higgs,  will  give  an 
exposition  of  the  "  Fishing  Laws,"  which  will  be  sure 
to  bring  a  large  company  together  as  these  meetings 
are  open  to  all  members  of  affiliated  clubs. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  very  quiet  week  in  angling  generallv  has  to  be 
reported.  The  wintry  weather  deterred  a"  good  many 
rodmen  from  going  forth,  and  those  who  ventured 
abroad  must  have  experienced  the  minimum  of  pleasure 
and  much  inconvenience  and  discomfort,  whilst  really 
successful  sport  was  out  of  the  question.  This  was  in 
consequence  of  many  waters  being  ice-bound,  the 
swift-flowing  streams  only  escaping  the  frost-grip,  and 
the  backwaters  of  these  were  frozen  over.  Where 
fishing  has  been  possible  but  poor  results  have  accrued. 
Reports  about  grayling  have  grown  beautifullv  less 
with  the  d\ing  season.  The  season  has  been  disap- 
pointing, on  account  of  the  mild  weather  which 
prevailed,  and  the  abundance  of  bottom  food. 
It  is  the  trout  season  which  the  general  body 
of  anglers  are  thinking  about,  and  which  opens 
next  month.  The  prospects  are  encouraging,  the  fish 
being  plentiful  and  well  forward  in  the  better  rivers. 
jNIeanwhile  talking  and  skating— but  little  of  the  latter 
being  possible — have  proved  not  mipleasant  pastimes 
to  Waltonians  "resting  on  their  oars."  Thus  we  find 
the  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Angling  Association 
discussing,  in  annual  meeting,  various  matters  of 
interest  to  the  fly  fishers  connected  with  it.  The 
membership,  it  was  stated,  was  at  its  full  limit,  and 
there  were  thirty-two  candidates  awaiting  election.— 
The  most  effective  flies  for  trout  fishing  early  in  the 
season  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  the  Winter 
Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  or  the 
Water  Hen  and  Yellow,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Orange  Partridge,  and  Snipe  Bloa.  The  latter  is  an 
excellent  cast  on  cold,  dull  days  in  spring.  The  March 
Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early  Brown,  and 
Dark  Bloa  will  prove  a  useful  cast  when  the  frost  goes 
and  the  weather  becomes  more  genial. 


ITofes  from  ti}c  ilorf^. 

Very  changeable  weather  has  been  experienced,  but 
mild  enough  to  shift  the  recent  accuinulations  of  snow, 
break  up  the  partially  frozen  rivers,  and  bring  away 
the  much-needed  fresh.  The  change  is  all  in°favour 
of  the  angler. 


The  Shin,  Sutherlandshire,  has  been  yieldino-  well. 
An  Edinburgh  gentleman  who  has  a  rod  there  landed 
six  fish  in  three  days  last  week,  four  of  91b.  and  101b. 
and  ouejof  121b. 


The  Spey  is  also  doing  exceedingly  well  under 
existing  conditions.  On  Wester  Elchies,  Duncan  had 
four  last  week  from  71b.  to  141b.,  and  Shiach,  another 
famous  rod,  had  "first  blood"  with  a  beauty  of  81b. 

'■-  The  Esk,  at  Musselburgh,  is  receiving  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  l^.Iidlothian  anglers.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  "  harrv  "  the  poachers  at  the 
public  meeting  held  last  week  at  McDonald's  Hotel 
there,  and  seven  more  names  were  added  to  the 
Vigilance  Committee  for  this  purpose. 

The  nets  on  the  'Solway  Salmon  Fishings  were  let 
last  week  at  the  same  rentals  as  those  of  last  year. 

The  Ythan  opens  on  Monday,  and  the  prospects  of 
a  good  season  are  cheery  in  the  extreme.  This  is 
without  doubt  the  finest  sea-trout  stream  in  the 
kingdom. 


The  opening  on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Ythan 
promises,  with  fair  weather,  to  break  the  record. 
For  weeks  back  the  estuary,  which  is  three  miles  long, 
has  been  alive  with  fresh-run  finnock.  The  Ugie  is 
another  excellent  sea-trout  stream,  which  also  onens 
on  Monday,  and  the  first  eight  miles  can  be  fished  by 
monthly  ticket.  Mr.  Ingram,  the  lessee,  has  been 
down  for  some  time  waiting  the  opening. 

Some  fifty  fish  were  creeled  on  the  Dee  during  the 
openmg  week.  Had  the  auspices  been  more  propitious 
three  hundred  would  not  have  been  over  the  mark. 
Every  day  now  the  prospects  are  improving. 

The  phantom  minnow  has  been  the  favourite  lure 
on  most  of  the  rivers  and  streams  since  the  openino-, 
which  have  been  altogether  too  much  flooded  an'd 
discoloured  with  the  recent  flood.  However,  it  is  a 
grand  salmon  lure  at  any  time.       Special  Scotch. 


GRESHAM  ANULING  SOCIETY. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane  London 


Mr.  a.  J.  Saunders  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  of  this  society  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
Mr.  Emery  reported  having  visited  private  water  and 
captured  a  number  of  chub,  and  gave  that  style  of 
fishing  up  in  favour  of  jiike  fishing,  but  only  took  a 
few  small  ones,  the  larger  weighing  about  4113.  One 
gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership.  Mr. 
James  Tayler  did  not  consider  it  wise,  in  the  present 
state  of  his  health  and  of  the  wretched  weather, 
to  venture  away  from  home  in  the  night  air,  and, 
though  he  was  good  enough  to  forward  his  paper 
on  fly  casting,  the  meeting  considered  it  would 
lose  its  charm  miless  read  by  Mr.  Tayler  himself, 
so  decided  to  wait  until  he  was  better,  and  may 
be  the  paper  will  be  given  on  Tuesday  evening 
next.  We  had  a  happy  consolation  for  the  dis- 
appointment of  Mr.  Tayler's  illness  in  Mr.  G.  J. 
Chatterton,  who,  in  kind  response  to  the  invitation 
from  the  chair,  gave  an  extempore  lecture  on  fly  rods, 
lines,  and  fly  casting.  His  remarks  were  listened  to 
with  the  keenest  possible  interest,  and  the  information 
offered,  being  of  the  greatest  value  to  all  devotees  of 
the  fly  rod,  was  highly  appreciated.  Among  other 
valuable  hints  given,  the  value  of  a  heavy  tapering 
line  properly  apportioned  to  the  rod  was  pointed 
out,  many  anglers  using  lines  which  were  far 
too  light  for  their  rods.  The  line  where  leaving  the 
rod  point  should  be  of  about  the  same  thickness  as  the 
rod  end  itself,  gradually  tapering  away  to  the  gut,  and 
the  gut  in  turn  tapering  gently  down  to  the  fly  ;  the 
best  illustration  of  the  mechanism  being  that,  if  the 
rod,  line,  gut,  and  fly  were  imagined  standing  on  end, 
it  would  then  resemble  an  extended  cone.  With  a  rod 
and  line  so  apportioned  they  worked  in  unison,  and 
only  sufficient  force  being  expended  to  cast  the  fly  to 
the  desired  object,  that  force  was  communicated  down 
the  entire  length  of  line  to  the  fly,  and  the  fly  would 
then  fall  gently  and  lightly  upon  the  water.  Should 
the  line,  on  the  other  hand,  not  be  so  apportioned,  be 
too  thin  for  the  rod,  the  force  put  upon  the  rod  in 
casting  was  dissembled  at  the  rod  point,  and  an 
indifferent  and  clumsy  cast  resulted,  and  this  with 
the  maximum  of  energy.  Mr.  Chatterton  showed  a 
loop  line  which  in  its  thickest  part  contained  fifty 
hairs,  and  this  tapered  down  to  five  strands  only  at  its 
point,  aud  with  this  line,  used  for  wet  fly  fishing,  he 
had  been  able  to  make  delicate  and  satisfactory  casts, 
notwithstanding  its  appearance.  A  number  of  points 
of  interest  were  treated  which  cannot  be  dealt  with 
in  this  limited  space.  Mr.  Chatterton  was  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  kindness.  The  usual 
toasts  followed,  and  this  closed  the  meeting.  A  few 
members  have  arranged  to  go  to  Kolvedon  to-day  as 
per  the  programme.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


A  MEETING  of  the  committee  was  held  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Feb.  14,  when  a  lengthy 
discussion  took  place  as  to  the  advisability  of  giving 
a  guarantee  to  the  Taff  and  Ely  Association  with 
regard  to  their  granting  tickets  for  use  of  the  Cardiff 
Piscatorial  Society  members,  available  for  the  Ely 
and  Taff  Rivers.  Ultimately  it  was  resolved  to 
guarantee  the  sale  of  twenty-five  at  twenty-one 
shillings  each.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  smoking 
concert  on  March  11,  and  the  casting  competition 
also  received  due  consideration.  Sub-committees 
were  appointed  to  concjude  arrangements  in  both 
instances.  The  angling  competition  was  deferred 
until  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Ernest  Webster,  Hon.  Sec. 


Cortesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. 1 

TUNA  OR  TUNNY? 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  looking  up  the  tunny  in 
Couch's  "British  Pishes,"  and  am  not  quite  satisfied 
that  the  "tuna"  is  the  same,  though  certainly 
Couch's  picture  of  the  tunny  is  very  like  the  photo  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Mr.  Griswold's  fish,  except  that 
the  latter  appears  to  have  rather  a  shorter  pectoral  fin. 

A  picture  of  a  smaller  species,  Thijnnns  brcvipennis, 
which  I  made  from  nature  on  the  Morocco  coast, 
differs  in  certain  peculiar  markings.  Be  our  European 
tunny  identical  with  "leaping  tuna"  or  not,  it  is 
certain  that  he  will  afford  sport  at  proper  seasons, 
with  proper  tackle,  and  a  proper  man  behind  it." 
Couch  writes :  "  They  even  reach  the  borders  of 
Scotland,  and  have  been  taken  at  Gothenburg,  in 
Sweden,  _  in  pursuit  of  herrings  and  other  fish  of 
similar  size  and  habits  ;  but  I  have  not  been  informed 
of  their  taking  a  bait  with  us,  although  where  they 
are  more  abundant  the  fishermen  obtain  success  with 


even  a  clumsy  imitation  of  living  fish,  of  which  the 
sardine,^  flying  fish,  and  mackerel  are  the  most  suc- 
cessful." I  have  a  profound  respect  for  the  Santa 
Cataliua  anglers,  and  the  fineness  of  the  tackle  with 
which  they  achieve  their  successes.  But  there  anj'- 
thing  over  2001b.  seems  to  be  rather  unusual,  whereas 
4001b.  to  5001b.  is  a  common  weight,  I  believe,  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Couch  quotes  Cetti  as  saying  that 
one  has  been  known  of  18001b.,  and  Pliny  as  havinc^ 
seen  one  of  about  12001b.,  while  another  old  author- 
refers  to  a  tunny  caught  on  the  coast  of  Spain  in  1665 
"  which  in  length  measured  thirty-two  feet,  and  in 
girth  sixteen." 

It  is  evident  that  if  even  four  and  five  hundred 
pounders  are  to  be  expected,  something  very  special  in 
rods,  reels,  and  lines  must  be  devised,  also  some 
appliances  or  devices  to  obviate  such  desperate  hard 
work  and  lamentable  overstrain  and  laceration  as 
befell  that  poor  novice  at  Avalon  with  only  a  "  fairly 
smart  fish  of  a  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  weight." 
The  American's  revolver  would  surely  be  allowable  in 
such  a  case,  but  that  would  require  close  quarters  and 
comparative  quiescence,  which  are  not  attained  in  a 
hurry.  The  properly  equipped  tunny  angler  would 
probably  get  hold  of  a  porpoise  or  big  dolphin 
occasionally  by  way  of  variety.— Yours  faithfully, 

*-''alais.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


TUNA  OR  TUNNY  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  paper  on  this  subject  recalls  to 
me  some  paintings  which  I  was  shown  some  twenty 
years  or  so  ago  by  the  artist,  the  late  Mr.  Barlow 
Moore,  a  marine  painter  of  great  ability.  They  were 
pictures  of  large  schooner-rigged  vessels  with  square 
sails,  racing  through  a  high  sea  under  stress  of 
weather,  and  from  spreaders  on  each  side  of  each 
vessel,  and  from  the  ends  of  masts  and  sails,  lines  fell 
into  the  water,  being  so  arranged  as  not  to  tangle.  If' 
my  memory  serves  me  rightly,  each  ship  had  some 
ten  or  twelve  lines,  and  the  bait  was,  Mr.  Moore  told 
me,  a  large  rough  artificial  fish  on  a  single  Stent 
hook,  with  fins,  made  of  a  bunch  of  bristles,  standing 
out  at  right  angles.  I  have  seen  the  sort  of  thing  at 
Messrs.  Eaton  &  Deller's,  in  Crooked  Lane.  I  forget 
if  the  boats  were  Italian  or  Spanish,  but  I  believe  the 
latter.  If  one  could  stomach  the  odours  of  the  ship, 
Mr.  Moore  said  that  an  excellent  time  was  to  be  had, 
and  splendid  sport.  Fancy  playing  one  of  these  great 
fish,  with  the  mast  of  a  .ship  for  rod,  and  a  running 
line  reeved  through  blocks  and  pulleys.— Yours  truly, 

\  Stroke. 


STOCKING  A  BATHING  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  advice  to  introduce  a  watercress 
bod  above  the  pond  and  to  stock  water  shrimps  is  no 
doubt  very  sound,  but  would  it  not  be  a  pity  to  intro- 
duce Prussian  carp  and  rudd  into  such  a  fine  pond  ? 
The  existence  of  a  spring  above  the  pond,  of  a  healthy 
growth  of  antipyretica  and  flannel-weed,  combined 
with  very  clear  water,  seem  to  point  to  a  likelihood  of 
the  much-defamed  fontinalis  doing  particularly  well 
in  this  place.  I  have  no  doubt  that  minute  insect  life 
(crustaceans)  already  exists  unperceived  in  this  pond, 
and  this,  with  the  introduction  of  water  shrimps  and 
shell  fish  (Limnea  stagnatis  by  preference,  which 
would  feed  on  the  flannel-weed),  would  afford  sufficient 
food  for  the  stocking  of,  say,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
good  fontinalis  yearlings.  Trout  of  all  kinds  have  a 
tendency  to  jump  out  of  ponds  with  straight,  deep 
sides,  and  it  would  be  well  if  at  least  the  top  and 
bottom  end  of  the  pond  were  provided  with  boards,  say 
twenty-four  inches  in  width,  just  above  water  level 
and  sloping  a  little  towards  the  centre  of  the  pond. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Wilson's  experiment  in  stocking 
a  shallow  pond  (four  feet  in  winter  and  two  only  iu 
summer),  with  a  bottom  practically  innocent  of  vege- 
tation, with  rainbows,  I  should  say  that  |this  would 
be  courting  failure,  considering  the  kind  of  trout 
selected.  Rainbows  require  depth,  and  something 
more  natural  than  small  artificial  tides,  to  which  they 
do  not  easily  take.  If  Mr.  Wilson  will  provide  and 
sink  baskets  planted  with  water-lilies  (say,  one  basket 
to  every  hundred  square  yards)  into  the  pond,  it  would 
help  both  trout  and  insect  life  in  this  case. 

The  circumstance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Wilson,  that 
the  fish  (rainbows)  when  turned  in  as  yearlings  took 
thelfly  well,  that  none  are  found  now,  and  that  blind 
rainbows  (dark-looking  fish,  very  likely)  were  at  some 
time  noticed  swimming  helplessly  round  the  shore, 
distinctly  points  to  the  absence  of  natural  shade, 
aggravated  very  likely  by  the  bright  reflection  from  the 
bottom  of  the  shallow  pond,  having  worked  the 
damage.  Rainbows  are  very  sensitive  to  very  bright 
light  under  such  artificial  conditions  in  shallow  ponds 
(more  so  than  other  trout,  through  their  playing  so 
much  nearer  the  surface),  and  I  have  known  at  least 
two  cases  where  similar  damage  was  wrought  by  the 
absence  of  natural  shade.  I  should  therefore  not 
blame  the  fish,  but  the  conditions  under  which  they 
were  placed. 

Rainbows  have  a  tendency  to  show  up  very  dark 
when  getting  blind,  whilst  farios  oftener  get  light- 
coloured  then  ;  in  both  cases  the  reason  is  the  same — 
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namely,  closing  up  of  the  tulip-like  colour  vessels  on 
the  side  of  the  fish,  the  action  of  which  is  controlled 
automatically  by  the  cyc-ncrvc  of  the  fish. — Yours 
truly,  S.  Jaffk. 

Saudfort  Trout  Fishery, 
Obuabruck,  Hanover. 

BE    FLIES    TIED    WITH  INDIARUBBER 
DETACHED  BODIES. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Athenian,"  in  his  excellent  handbook 
on  fly-tying,  recommends  rubber  bodies  for  small 
duns,  and,  if  one  looks  through  any  first-class  tackle 
dealer's  catalogue,  there  is  generally  a  list  of  small 
flies  so  tied  with  detached  rubber  bodies,  and  also  an 
illustration  showing  the  whole  bend  of  hook  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  shank  left  exposed,  from  the  point 
where  the  detached  body  diverges  from  the  line  taken 
by  the  shank  of  hook. 

Now,  in  these  small  flies  the  wire  is  so  fine  and  the 
hook  so  minute  that  this  may  pass  muster,  but  on  the 
small  streams  here  we  require  a  fly  three  times  the 
size  of  the  small  duns  usually  so  dressed — in  fact,  nearly 
as  large  as  an  ordinary  May- Fly,  and  the  trout  appre- 
ciate the  detached  bodies  very  much  indeed,  but  the 
part  they  do  not  appreciate  is  the  exposed  shank  and 
bend,  which,  being  multiplied  by  three,  is  miich  more 
obvious  than  in  the  case  of  the  small  duns  previously 
mentioned.  I  have  had  experience  of  this  with  some 
May  Flies  with  detached  rubber  bodies  bought  from 
one  of  the  best  houses  in  the  kingdom,  and  which 
exhibited  all  too  plainly  the  fault  of  which  I  complain. 
Results  tended  to  show  that  the  trout  moved  better  to 
these  flies  than  to  the  ordinary  straight-bodied  type, 
but  that  they  came  very  short,  and  only  a  very  small 
proportion  were  hooked.  This  is  very  disheartening 
on  a  length  where  each  member  is  only  allowed  twelve 
day  tickets  per  annum. 

What  I  want  to  know  is,  whether  any  of  your 
readers  have  tried  these  flies  in  a  large  size,  with  the 
hook  at  the  head  end — that  is,  reverse  winged,  like 
Colonel  Clark's  May  Fly,  only  instead  of  continuing 
with  a  straight  shank  to  have  the  shank  bent  in 
the  line  of  curve  generally  assumed  by  a  detached 
body  and  the  gut  bound  to  the  shank  as  usual,  and 
coming  out  between  tail  fibres,  and  the  body  dressed 
as  usual  on  the  bent  shank.  I  have  tied  one  or  two 
so,  and  they  look  very  much  like  the  natural ;  whether 
the  trout  will  appreciate  them  so  much  on  the  water  I 
cannot  say,  and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  test  them 
practically  until  our  season  opens,  April  1.  In  the 
meantime,  before  tying  a  lot  of  them,  I  should  like  to 
hear  if  any  one  has  had  experience  of  them,  and 
whether  there  is  any  good  in  them. 

We  do  not  meet  with  fish  much  over  fib.  here. 

The  "  professionally  tied "  duns  are,  I  grant, 
supplied  with  an  abundance  of  hackle,  which  is 
supposed  to  cover  the  exposed  hook,  but  this  will  only 
happen  in  down-stream  fishing,  and  up-stream  fishing 
tends  to  make  the  exposure  worse. 

Also,  will  some  one  kindly  say  which  book  on 
angling  has  the  most  reliable  coloured  plates  of 
general  flies  (natural). — Yours  truly,    W.  B.  Allen. 

[We  have  tried  ordinary  floating  flies  dressed  with 
the  point  of  the  hook  turned  up  between  the  wings,  as 
in  the  Clark  May  Fly,  They  killed  all  right,  but 
sometimes  came  down  on  their  backs,  and  even  then 
the  trout  took  them.  Ronald's  "  Fly  Fishers' 
Entomologj^  "  and  Halford's  "Dry  Fly  Entomology  " 
are  the  best  books  on  the  subject. — Ed.] 


LAKE  GENEVA  CHAR. 
*  Dear  Sir, — I  hear  that  the  char,  of  which  I  sent 
you  a  specimen  (omble  chevalier  of  Lac  Leman),  is 
taken  in  numbers  on  warm  days  along  the  shore  near 
Rivaz,  and  thence  towards  Lausanne ;  fishing  from 
boats  with  small  spoons  or  dead  bait.  The  shore 
there  is  formed  of  outcropping  harder  and  softer 
alternating  tertiary  rocks  in  ledges,  upon  which  the 
char  lie. 

Heavy  snow  again  down  here  :  it  has  lain  now  for 
nineteen  or  twenty  days,  and  there  is  no  stream 
fishing.  Benwyan. 

Veytaux,  Feb.  18. 

[The  book  is  binding — will  be  sent  presently. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  GERMANY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  G.  Taylor's  inquiry 
for  good  trout  fishing  in  Germany  (South),  I  think 
the  Black  Forest  is  one  of  the  best  places,  but  Easter 
time  is  considered  early ;  the  fishing,  therefore,  in 
most  cases,  is  very  uncertain,  as  very  nearly  all  the 
streams  come  from  the  mountains,  and  are  generally 
full  of  snow  water.  Perhaps  Luxembourg  or  Belgium 
might  be  better  at  that  time  of  the  year. — Yours  truly, 
  E.  Steinhart. 

HOW  TO  TAKE  PLASTER  CASTS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  "  Mona's  "  paragraph  in 
your  issue  of  Feb.  2  about  taking  a  cast  of  a  fish  will 
not  prove  of  much  assistance  to  the  amateur,  but  will 
if  anything  make  confusion  worse  confounded.  He  is 
quite  right  in  one  thing,  however,  and  that  is,  that 
the  process  requires  patience  and  care.    As  to  the 


expense,  tliat  need  not  be  great.  The  host  plastcr-of- 
paris  is  not  expensive  if  you  do  not  waste  it,  and 
gelatine  can  bo  used  over  and  over  again,  and  probably 
is  cheapest  in  the  long  run,  especially  for  largo  fish. 

I  have  made  some  successful  casts  of  roach  up  to 
13Jlb.,  which  I  found  easy  enough,  but  failed  with  a 
pike  of  121b.,  jiartly  because  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
the  different  mixings  of  plaster  "  alive,"  and  perhaps 
because  the  plaster  was  not  fresh,  which  is  a  very 
important  point. 

I  think  George  Rowney  &  Co.  publish  a  handbook 
on  the  subject  for  about  Is.,  which  I  found  useful. 
I  also  had  a  little  assistance  from  a  friend,  a  sculptor, 
who  gave  me  several  good  wrinkles. 

I  will  describe  as  well  as  I  can  how  to  take  a  cast  of 
a  fish  in  plaster,  to  show  one  side  only,  or  what  is 
called  a  one-piece  mould,  so  that  it  may  be  hung 
against  the  wall.  I  have  never  attempted  casting  a 
heap  of  fish — that  is  a  difficult  job,  and  must  be  done 
in  gelatine,  which  I  have  never  handled. 

Apparatus  required  :  a  pail,  a  quart  basin,  a  table- 
spoon, a  flat  three-quarter-inch  bristle  paint-brush,  a 
gill  of  linseed  oil,  a  gill  of  spirit  polish,  a  piece  of 
three-quarter-inch  board  unplaned  (about  two  inches 
longer  and  two  inches  wider  than  the  fish),  some 
strips  of  millboard  two  inches  wide,  some  tintacks, 
and  two  bags  of  Bellman  &  Ivey's  superfine  plaster 
(this  is  for  a  fish  about  twelve  inches  long),  and  some 
soft  clay ;  get  these  ready,  and  work  near  a  tajj  if 
possible,  as  a  great  deal  of  water  is  required,  and  do 
not  forget  to  put  on  a  large  apron. 

First  catch  your  specimen  fish,  then  well  oil  the 
surface  of  the  board,  using  the  brush,  then  place 
the  fish  on  it,  fill  up  the  angle  between  the  fish 
and  the  board  with  clay,  slightly  raising  the  head,  fill 
the  mouth  level  with  the  lips,  block  the  dorsal  and 
ventral  fins,  then,  when  the  fish  is  in  the  required 
position,  nail  the  millboard  round  the  outside  edge  of 
the  board,  to  form  a  flange  so  that  the  plaster  shall  not 
run  over,  then  with  the  brush  well  oil  fish  and  clay  all 
over,  and  you  are  ready  for  the  plaster  ;  then  place  the 
pail  under  the  tap  and  let  the  water  run,  about  half 
fill  the  basin  with  water,  take  a  spoonful  of  plaster 
and  shake  it  into  the  basin,  repeat  this  four  or  five 
times,  then  pour  off  the  clearest  part  of  the  water  and 
stir  up  the  mixture  quickly — it  should  then  be  about 
the  consistence  of  cream,  not  thicker,  take  a  spoonful 
and  pour  it  quickly  over  the  top  of  the  fish,  then  blow 
it  about  smartly,  take  another  spoonful  and  blow  that 
into  all  the  crevices,  and  repeat  until  the  fish  is  covered 
with  a  thin  coat,  wash  the  basin  out,  mix  some  more 
plaster,  and  ladle  it  over  c[uickly  and  evenly,  and 
repeat  until  fish  and  board  are  covered  to  the  thickness 
of  about  three-quarter  inch,  then  flatten  the  plaster 
slightly  on  the  top  so  that  it  will  stand  firm  when 
turned  over.  In  about  ten  minutes  it  will  be 
sufficiently  set,  then  strip  off  the  cardboard,  turn  the 
mould  upside  down  and  lift  off  the  board,  easing 
where  necessary  with  a  thin  knife ;  you  will  then  have 
the  fish  half  embedded  in  plaster ;  take  out  the  clay, 
and  you  should  then  be  able  to  lift  out  the  fish.  If  it 
does  not  come  away  easily  cut  away  the  plaster  a 
little  round  the  edge,  the  mould  should  then  look 
like  this  ; — • 


Now  for  the  cast.  When  the  mould  has  been  made 
about  an  hour  brush  out  the  inside  with  soap  and 
water,  then  brush  it  over  carefully  with  the  polish, 
which  will  stop  all  the  pores,  then  oil  it  thinly  but 
carefully,  mix  some  plaster  as  at  first,  and  do  not 
forget  to  blow  it  well  about.  When  the  mould  is 
covered  the  plaster  may  be  poured  out  of  the  basin 
and  spread  even  with  the  spoon  until  it  lies  about 
half  an  inch  thick  on  the  mould.  Let  it  set,  and  then 
the  cast  ought  to  come  clean  out  of  the  mould;  if  it 
catches  at  the  edges,  it  is  because  you  have  not  cut 
away  enough  at  the  part  marked  A  in  the  diagram, 
cut  away  a  little  more  of  the  mould  till  the  over- 
lapping part  is  released.  When  the  cast  is  got  out 
successfully  it  should  be  touched  up  with  the  point  of 
a  penknife,  and  the  part  corresponding  to  the  clay  cut 
away  with  a  chisel.  If  it  is  to  be  coloured,  give  it  a 
coat  of  the  polish  when  quite  dry,  and  paint  with  tube 
colours  thinned  with  Macguilp. 

I  hope  I  have  made  myself  sufficiently  clear,  and 
that  these  directions  will  be  of  assistance  to  those  of 
your  correspondents  who  asked  for  them. — Yours 
faithfully,  W.  T.  Lawrexce. 


ROACH  AND  TEMPERATURES. 
Sir, — I  beg  to  thank  "  H.  A.  R."  for  his  great  kind- 
ness in  answering  my  letter,  and  particularly  wish  to 
inform  him  that  the  river  to  which  I  referred  has  not 
a  lock  in  it  for  about  sixty  miles,  and  there  is  no 
question  that  the  deleterious  matter  which  it  receives 
affects  the  fish  for  very  long  distances,  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  will  not  feed  for  days  together.  I 


mean  when  it  looka  all  right,  Thousands  of  thing.s 
look  all  right,  but  they  arc  not,  and  this  is  one  of 
them.  I  am  ratiior  pleased  that  I  asked  him  about 
the  cubes  of  bread,  for  I  cannot  understand  why  .so 
many  anglers  should  take  from  six  to  sixteen  hours  to 
do  what  can  be  accomplished  in  a  few  minutes.  Tho 
method  must  be  reliable,  because  the  cube  could  never  be 
drawn  for  twenty  yards  against  the  stream  and  remain 
on  the  hook  if  it  were  not.  1  notice  he  says  that  when 
he  asked  the  question  "  whether  roach  were  capable 
of  fasting  for  days  together "  I  ought  perhaps  to 
have  used  the  word  "  months  "  instead.  This  is  a  large 
order,  but  from  what  I  have  experienced  on  more  than 
one  occasion  I  feel  certain  that  bream,  roach,  and 
barbel,  at  any  rate,  refuse  to  fend  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  on  the  lures  offered  by  the  angler  for  montlis 
together;  and  the  most  extraordinary  part  of  the  business 
is  that,  when  one  is  fishing  in  a  swim  for  bream  where 
there  are  tons  of  them,  every  fish  should  bo  in  the 
same  mind.  I  would  rather  not  say  what  I  think,  but 
it  appears  to  me  one  of  the  most  peculiar  facts  with 
which  I  am  acquainted,  and,  depend  upon  it,  there  is 
more  in  it  than  meets  the  eye. — Yours  truly, 

The  Old  Dodo. 


WAS  MR.  PICKWICK  A  FISHERMAN? 
Sir, — I  have  seen  a  facsimile  of  the  wrapper  to  the 
original  edition  of  the  ever-to-be-remembered  "  Pick- 
wick Papers,"  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  a  sketch 
of  Mr.  Pickwick  fast  asleep  in  a  fishing  punt.  There 
are  also  rods  with  lines  attached,  and  other  sporting 
impedimenta,  as  supporters,  both  sides  of  the  same 
page. 

Now  we  all  know  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr. 
Pickwick  indulging  in  the  "gentle  art,"  though  he 
was  wheeled  in  a  wheelbarrow  to  the  shooting  party 
in  Captain  Boldwig's  preserves.  Still,  to  a  contem- 
plative mind  like  that  of  Mr.  Pickwick,  fishing  would 
have  come  naturally,  and  the  author  must  have 
intended  Mr.  Pickwick  to  have  fished,  or  he  would 
never  have  told  the  artist  (which  I  presume  he  did)  to 
draw  the  punt  on  the  title. 

What  do  you  think,  Mr.  Editor,  of  your  kindly 
offering  one  prize,  or  say  three  prizes,  for  the  best  un- 
published version  of  "  Mr.  Pickwick  Going  Fishing," 
the  papers  to  be  written  by  anglers  only,  and  judged 
by  you,  an  angler  also  ?  The  three  prize  papers,  pub- 
lished in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  would  be  read  with 
much  interest  by  your  manj'  readers,  among  them 
being  yours  obediently,  Spixxing  Mixxow. 

Bath. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — "  W.  H.  C."  and  several  others  have 
made  inquiries  regarding  Nottingham  reels  and 
casting  from  them.  In  reply,  I  would  inform  yo\i 
that  there  is  now  a  simple  arrangement  in  the  market 
applicable  to  all  sizes  of  these  reels  up  to  five  inches 
or  more,  which  makes  casting  from  them  quite  easy. 
It  is  a  form  of  rim  brake  invented  by  myself,  and 
perfected  by  Mr.  Rudd,  of  Norwich,  consisting  of  a 
metal  guard  through  which  the  lino  passes,  with  a 
short  handle  lying  along  the  rod.  This  handle  is 
gripped  by  the  lower  fingers  of  the  hand  holding  the 
rod  above  the  reel.  As  the  cast  is  made  the  grip  is 
relaxed,  allowing  the  reel  to  run  freely,  and  when  it 
is  wished  to  check  the  reel  at  the  ends  of  the  cast  the 
grip  is  gradually  tightened  to  bring  the  exact  amount 
of  lirake  required  into  play. 

I  invented  the  original  form  of  this  brake,  not  as  a 
casting  arrangement,  but  to  check  the  overrunning 
of  a  large  Nottingham  reel,  when  plaj-ing  big  and 
powerful  fish  of  the  mackerel  family  in  tropical  waters. 

A  few  months  ago  I  tried  to  learn  casting  from  a 
heavy  four-inch  reel,  and  only  succeeded  in  bruising 
my  fingers.  I  then  thought  of  my  old  brake  for  the 
big  fish,  and  with  it  I  was  perfectly  successful.  From 
being  an  absolute  duffer  at  the  Nottingham  method.  I 
quickly  became  quite  proficient.  I  have  since  used  this 
brake  on  a  heavy  five-inch  reel,  casting  a  six-ounce  lead 
from  the  beach  sea  fishing.  I  found  I  could  check  the 
heavy  reel  at  the  end  of  a  long  cast  gradually,  and 
with  the  greatest  ease. 

With  a  little  practice  the  hand  applies  the  brake 
automatically,  and  regulates  the  required  pressure  iu 
a  marvellous  way.  I  have  found  it  invaluable  in 
playing  heavy  fish,  as  well  as  in  casting. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  I  have  no  pecuuiarj* 
interest  in  the  brake  whatever.  Mr.  Rudd,  the  well- 
known  tackle  maker,  of  Norwich,  has  patented  it,  and 
can  supply  them.  F.  J.  H.  Bartox, 

Alveratoke,  Hants.      Capt.  Q.O.  Corps  of  Guides. 

P.S. — The  brake  can  also  be  fitted  the  reverse  way 
if  desired,  to  be  worked  by  the  hand  holding  the  rod 
beloic  the  reel. 


FUNGUS  ON  TROUT  AFTER  SPAWNING. 
Sir, — After  spawning  operations  are  over,  some  few 
trout  are  attacked  with  fungus,  my  theory  being  as 
follows  :  wounds  being  caused  by  getting  injured  when 
preparing  the  bed,  and  by  male  fish  fighting.  I  have 
taken  out  two  dead  fish  above  our  water,  two  from 
our  own,  and  two  nearly  dead.    I  know  of  three  fisb 
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lightly  touched  by  fungus.  Please  answer  this ; 
Would  you  advise  me  to  give  those  three  fish  a  chauce 
by  watching  them,  or  would  you  destroy  them  at 
ouce  ?  I  do  not  think  this  fungus  is  so  serious  as  that 
uhich  comes  in  hot  weather  when  the  water  is  low. 
An  early  reply  to  this  will  relieve  me  of  great  anxiety, 
and  oblige,  yours  obediently.  River  Keeper.  ' 

[We  should  say,  get  the  fish  out  if  possible ;  treat 
the  fungus  with  powdered  salt,  and  keep  the  fish  for  a 
time  in  a  tank.  They  often  get  rid  of  fungus  if  not 
severe  in  form,  and  merely  caused  by  injury.— Ed.] 


PIKE  CHANGING  COLOUR. 

Dear  Sir,— While  fishing  the  river  Arrow  recently 
I  caught  a  small  pike  (a  little  over  31b.)  of  a  most 
peculiar  colour.  On  getting  it  out  it  was  of  a  very 
light  yellow  colour  ;  after  being  on  the  bank  about  aii 
hour  it  resumed  its  natural  colour.  I  have  caught 
many  pike,  but  never  one  like  this.  Could  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  give  me  any  information  on  the  subject, 
as  I  feel  greatly  interested.— Yours  faithfullv, 

Warwickshire.  George  hI  Jones. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "Constant  Reader"  or  any  other 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  write  to  me,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  full  particulars  about  salmon  and 
trout  fishings  to  let  in  the  Shannon,  at  Killaloe, 
accommodation,  expenses,  route,  etc.  I  am  in  a 
position  to  let  at  once  a  mile  of  my  own  preserves,  the 
earliest  and  best  on  the  river.— Yours  faithfully. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Ireland. 


FISHING  BROGUES  TO  CYCLE  IN  WANTED 
ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  advise 
me  as  to  the  style  of  boot  I  should  procure  for  use  with 
wading  stockings.  I  want  them  light,  so  that  I  could 
cycle  or  walk  considerable  distances  in  them  with  ease. 
Hitherto  I  have  simply  used  a  pair  of  old  boots,  the 
older  the  better,  and  dispensed  with  waders  altogether. 
Would  shoes  be  suitable,  and,  if  so,  how  could  I  keep 
the  outer  woollen  socks  in  position  ? 

Could  you  also  let  me  know  what  are  the  best  flies 
for  a  beginner  with  the  dry  fly,  locality  north-east 
Ulster. — Yours  faithfully,  Bloqqs. 

[Does  our  correspondent  mean  that  he  wants  to 
cycle  in  his  fishing  stockings  and  brogues  ?  If  so,  we 
should  strongly  advise  him  not  to  do  so,  but  to  do  as  we 
do— carry  the  waders  and  a  light  pair  of  brogues 
strapped  to  the  cycle,  and  cycle  in  ordinary  cycling 
shoes.  The  woollen  socks  keep  up  fairly  well,  espe- 
cially when  wet,  but  they  want  pulling  up  occasionally. 
The  best  dry  flies  to  use  anywhere  are  imitations  of 
the  local  natural  flies  which  the  trout  take  best,  but  the 
standards  (Olive  Quill  Gnat,  Red  Quill  Gnat,  Grey 
Quill  Gnat,  etc.)  are  always  in  season  some  time,  and 
will  kill  at  any  time. — Ed.] 


POACHING— AND  THINGS. 
Sir, — There  have  been  commissions  lately  inquiring 
into  the  decay  of  salmon  and  trout  in  our  rivers,  and 
before  one  of  them  I  was  invited  to  appear  to  give 
what  evidence  I  could  on  the  matter.    For  reasons 
which  need  not  be  stated  I  was  unable  to  be  present, 
but  on  looking  over  the  reports  of  the  inquiries,  and  the 
evidence  given,  both  here  [in  Ireland]  and  in  England,  I 
do  not  think  the  public  interests  were  very  prejudicially 
afEected  thereby.     What  I  had  to  say  was  said  by 
otherg  whose  experience  was  doubtless  ampler,  and 
words  weightier,  than  mine,  although  a  good  deal,  I 
may  remark,  was  said  with  which  I  do  not  at  all  agree. 
Poaching,  for  instance,  at  least  in  Ireland,  has  no 
appreciable  effect  whatever  on  the  supply  of  salmon  in 
our  rivers.    Drainage,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  evil, 
&nd  it  has  come  to  stay.    In  the  days  of  my  far-off 
youth,  and  earlier,  poaching  was  rampant— and  so  were 
the  salmon.  Now  there  is  neither  poaching  nor  salmon. 
The  winter  peasant  poacher  has  disappeared.    He  has 
gone  into  a  town  to  live,  or  to  America,  or  is  the  shep- 
herd on  a  big  grazing  farm,  made  up  of  the  abandoned 
holdings  of  a  score  of  small  farmers  and  peasants  of 
whom  he  alone  is  left  in  the  land,  and  the  strongest 
incentive  to    his  old-time   poaching.   Want — black 
Want  — is    now,   thank  Heaven,  little  more  than 
a  bad  tradition.    And  he  does  not  see  the  fun  in 
poaching  that  he  once  did.    Indeed,  your  Irishman 
of  to-day  seems  to  have  lost  the  celebrated  national 
aptitude  for  fun  altogether.    Then  the  work  is  cold, 
and  in  other  ways  disagreeable :  there  is  no  market 
for  bis  gpoil,  should  he  have  any,  and  he  has  rather 
got  beyond  eating  "  strange  flesh  "  himself.    In  fact, 
poaching  gravid  fish  as  a  fine  art  is  now  well-nigh 
extinct.    But  drainage  !    That  way  destruction  lies. 
Parneli  and  Gladstone  between  them  have  completed 
the  ruin  of  our  salmon  rivers  with  their  agrarian 
legislation,  which,  giving  security  and  encouragement 
to  the  farmers,  has  led  them  to  go  jn  for  "improve- 
ments "  right  and  left,  and  amongst  the  greatest  of 
these,  of  course,  is  drainage.    The  rivers,  especially 
ti)£  spawning  streams,  in  a  well-drained  district  are 


either  dry  or  roaring,  tearing,  rushing  torrents  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and,  in  a  moderate  compu- 
tation, they  may  be  seen  in  both  states  at  least  once  a 
week  or  so.  Fancy  poor  salmon  having  to  spawn 
under  such  conditions  as  these  !  It  is  quite  unneces- 
sary to  pursue  the  sad  subject  further.  It  is  obviously 
quite  impossible  for  successful  spawning  operations  to 
take  place  in  such  water,  and  much  of  what  was  once 
good  spawning  ground  in  this  country  is  now  useless  for 
such  a  purpose.  Some  good  spawning  ground  there  is 
and  always  will  be,  and  salmon  will  never  become  quite 
extinct  with  us,  but  the  old  palmy  days  have  gone  for 
ever  if  we  do  not  resort  to  artificial  means  to  restore 
them.  Trout  we  can  never  restore,  for  they  want 
food  as  well  as  facilities  for  procreation,  and  drainage 
streams  are  as  barren  of  food  as  a  concrete  aqueduct ; 
but  salmon  we  can  have  in  our  waters  as  of  yore,  and 
probably  even  in  greater  plenty  than  has  been  known 
within  living  memory,  if  we  but  establish  hatcheries 
enough.  And  there  is  hope  for  us  in  nothing  else. 
Were  netting  and  angling  rigorously  suspended  for 
the  next  ten  years,  say,  the  increase  of  salmon  would 
no  doubt  be  great,  but  would  still  be  disappointing. 
Our  rivers  have  not  the  resources  for  supporting 
salmon  life  they  once  had,  and  there  is  nothing  left 
for  us  to  do  now,  if  we  want  to  have  a  good  head  of 
fish  in  our  rivers,  but  to  supplement  these  resources, 
such  as  they  are,  with  artificially  created  ones. 

The  question  of  eels  is  not  without  its  interest, 
and  certainly  not  without  its  mystery.     The  land- 
locked eel  is  a  slippery  customer,  and  defies  us 
to  say  how  he  came  and  how  he  continues  there. 
The   Shannon  is  an  exceedingly  prolific  eel  river, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the  rents  paid   for  the 
various  eel  weirs  found  upon  it.    I  understand  that 
his  eels  cost  the  lessee  of  the  Athlone  Weir,  for 
instance,  more  than  £800  a  year,  and  it  is  not  the 
most  expensive  one  on  the  river  either.    This  gives 
one  some  idea  of  the  vast  number  of  eels  taken,  and  it 
will  surprise  no  one  to  hear  that  some  of  us  in  this 
place  fancy  we  know  something  about  eels,  seeing  such 
vast  numbers  of  them  as  we  do.    But  it  is  to  be  feared 
our  opportunities  have  not  done  very  much  after  all  to 
throw  light  on  the  eel  problem.  One  or  two  facts  stand 
out  prominently,  however,  and  may  not  be  unworthy 
of  notice.  The  eels  are  caught  in  these  weir  nets  when 
on  their  way  to  the  sea,  and  are  almost  all  of  the  same 
weight.     The  average  is  about  21b.,  and  among  a 
hundred  fish  scarce  a  dozen  will  reach  31b.  or  fall  as 
low  as  lib.    They  are  all  identical  in  appearance, 
silver-bellied,  bluish  black  on  the  back,  pointed  arched 
nose,  and  no  other  sort  of  eel  but  this  is  ever  found 
in   the  nets.     These  fish   are  locally  called,  for 
obvious  reasons,  running  eels,  but  they  are  by  no  means 
the  only  eels  we  have.    The  river  and  lake  abounds 
with  "feeding"  eels  {loc&Uy  ^mHauglis),  which  we 
catch  on  night  lines,  baited  with  worms,  but  never  in 
the  nets— ugly  black  brutes  they  are,  with  dull  coppery 
bellies,  flat   broad  heads,   a  mouth  like  an  open 
sepulchre,  and  poor  in  flavour.    The  running  eel  is 
exquisite  gastronomically — fit  only  for  anglers  and 
other  honest  men — some  of  them  only  a  few  ounces 
in  weight  (sniggs),  others  up  to  Clb.  or  71b.  The 
running  eel,  of  course,  wi:i  take  a  bait  too,  as  well  as 
do  the  pullaugh,  but  for  his  successful  capture  the 
net  is  the  thing.    From  all  which  it  may  easily  be 
gathered  that  we  hold  the  pullaugh  or  feeding  eel  to 
be  a  non-migrant,  a  denizen  of  the  fresh  water  solely, 
and,  in  fact,  the  land-locked  eel  of  the  riddle.  They 
are  also  held  to  be  the  descendants  of  the  snakes 
which  St.  Patrick  banished  from  the  (dry)  land,  and 
were  they  ever  to  leave  the  country,  and  go  beyond 
the  three-mile  limit,  neither  they  nor  their  progeny 
dare  return  to  the  country.    Hence  they  keep  to  the 
rivers. 

Strange  things  happen  in  Ireland,  even  in  the  north, 
so  certain  phenoijiena  recently  reported  as  occurring 
there  should  not,  I  suppose,  occasion  much  surprise. 
Still,  the  thing  is  remarkable.  Let  us  approach  it 
obliquely.  Mr.  Kingston  Barton  reminds  us,  in  an 
interesting  communication  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that 
the  salmon's  abstention  from  food  while  in  fresh  water 
— or  at  least  the  absence  of  any  indication  of  his 
having  fed  when  examination  of  the  fish's  intestines  is 
made— was  noticed  by  Davy  more  than  sixty  years 
ago,  and  then  goes  on  to  remark  that  in  the  case  of 
the  kelt  we  do  not  know  much,  as  the  killing  of  that 
fish  is  illegal,  and  exhaustive  examination  is  thus  out 
of  the  question.  However,  a  distinguished  German,  it 
appears,  has  examined  many  Rhine  kelts,  and  only  in 
two  oases  did  there  seem  to  be  traces  of  food  in  the 
intestines.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  doubtful  of  even 
these  two  cases,  and  do  not  credit  one  word  I  have 
ever  beard  or  read  about  the  destruction  the  ravening 
kelt  works  amongst  the  unfortunate  smolts  when  on 
his  way  to  the  sea.  Anyway,  I  am  pleased  to  think 
Mr.  Kingston  Barton  seems  of  opinion  that  the 
probability  all  points  to  the  kelt  being  a  non-feeder 
as  well  as  the  non-spawned  fish,  and  that  is  the 
opinion  every  cautious  inquirer  should  entertain 
till  convincing  proof  of  its  being  erroneous  is 
forthcoming.  But  now  mark  what  happens  in  Lough 
Neagh.  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee  tells  us  that  the  kelts  have 
aU  fallen  down  the  spawning  streams  of  this  great  lake 


basin  into  the  lake  itself  "  to  feed  on  the  pollen  " 
Well  if  a  kelt  will  feed  on  pollen,  I  can  understand 
him  feeding  on  anything.  But  does  he  ?  Is  Mr  O'Fee 
sure  he  does?    It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  can  bo 
proved  an  interesting  and  important  addition  to  what 
we  already  know  of  the  life-historv  of  the  salmon  will 
be  made,  and  Mr.  O'Fee  will  deserve  well  of  liis 
country  for  bringing  the  thing  to  notice.    But  tlie 
proof  must  be  infallible.    But  this  is  not  all.  Lou^h 
Neagh  yields  another  marvel,  and  a  more  wonderful 
one.    "A  number  of  large  red  male  salmon  .  .  never 
ascend  higher  than  the  first  and  second  roaches  and 
only  remain  long  enough  to  finish  their  work  of 
destroying  all  the  redds  they  meet  with  In-  turning 
them  over  and  eating  the  half-hatched  ova.''    In  the 
words  of  honest  Cassio  I  can  only  say,  "  This  is  a  more 
exc3llent  song  than  the  other."  Of  course.  Lough  Nea'  h 
IS  a  water  of  wonders.    On  its  banks  the  fisherman  sees 
the  round  towers  of  other  days  in  the  waves  beneath 
him  shining,  and  other  trifles  of  that  kind— but  cock 
salmon  rooting  up  ova  ?    By  the  wav,  this  happened 
I  notice,  m  a  tributary  of  the  Bann.    But  all's  one  for 
that:   the  thing  is  a  strange  and  alarming  fact  in 
natural  history.    These  ova  eaters  can  even  now  be 
seen  "at  work"  (at  ova  eating?)  on  the  Clady,  "a 
river  capable  of  rearing  a  hundred  times  more  smelts 
(smolts  ?)  than  the  hatchery  at  Kilrea,  if  it  only  got 
half  protection  .  .  .  during  the  time  the  flax  water  is 
running  into  it  in  August  and  September."  How, 
now,  can  a  river  rear  fish  when  it  is  infested  with  bi^ 
red  ova  eaters?     The  whole  case  is  given  avpay" 
spawning  is  abortive,  and  the  hatchery  is  your  only 
hope.    These  poor  red  fish— bachelors,  I '  have  no 
doubt,  in  a  state  of  enforced  celibacy,  on  whom  no 
female  will,  for  some  mysterious  reason,  smile,  under 
the  stimulus  of  some  strange  sexual  rage— get  on  the 
redds,  and  pitifully  proceed  to  discharge  a  distinctly 

female  function— that  is,  prepare  a  spawning  bed  

an  inversion,  by  the  way,  which  we  see  "in  the 
other  sex  among  the  brute  creation  in  a  somewhat 
analogous  fashion,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  a 
cow  at  certain  seasons  when  confined  with  other 
cows,  and  then,  when  the  ova  is  unearthed,  the  poor 
wretches  seize  it  in  their  mouths  to  save  it  from  being 
washed  away.  Anyway,  they  do  not  eat  it.  That's 
flat,  as  Goldsmith  loved  to  say.  Anatomical  difficulties 
exist  which  render  such  a  feat  a  distinct  physical 
impossibility,  but  they  may  mouth  and  destroy  it  of 
course.  No  doubt  the 'explanation  here  offered  is  not 
without  a  touch  of  extravagance,  but  to  root  up 
spawning  beds  to  get  at  and  eat  the  ova  of  their  own 
kind  is  such  a  monstrous  perversion  of  a  powerful  and 
universal  instinct  as  to  be  the  more  incredible  hypo- 
thesis of  the  two.  The  thing  is  deserving  of  close 
investigation. 

"Lucius"  wants  to  know  where  he  could  spend  a 
week  or  ten  days  pike  fishing  in  Ireland,  and  like 
questions  are  frequently  asked  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
I  scarcely  ever  attempt  to  ansv?er  them  myself,  solely 
because  of  my  invincible  modesty,  for  I  know  so  many 
are  far  more  capable  of  doing  so  effectively  than 
I  am.     But  they  seldom  do,  perhaps  because  of 
their  own  modesty  too.     As  to  the  cost,  I  shall 
say  this :   I  spent  a  week  in  Portumna  in  May 
last   dapping.     A  friend  and  I  occupied  a  nice 
clean,  neat,  double-bedded  room,  had  three  square 
meals  daily  in  a  nice  sitting-room,  which  was  also 
practically  our  own  while  we  remained,  and  we  paid 
£1  a  week  each.    And  really  I  don't  know  that  the 
pike  fishing  at  Portumna  is  not  as  good  as  any  in 
Ireland,  now  that  I  come  to  think  of  it ;  and  boats  are 
to  be  had  there,  the  fishing  being  about  half  a  mile  oc 
so  from  the  town.    Live  baits  may  be  a  difficulty 
there,  but  they  can  be  procured  from  Dublin  at  any 
time,  I  understand.    No  doubt  any  one  sending  to 
Dublin  for  live  bait  to  fish  pike  in  Ireland  would  be 
considered  slightly  touched,  but  "Lucius,"  I  am  sure, 
would  not  mind  that.    The  same  thing  would  be 
believed  of  any  one  who  fished  in  winter,  not  merely 
because  pike  are  not  to  be  got  in  winter,  but  because 
of  the  cold  and  hardship  involved  in  the  sport  at  that 
season.    Our  big  Irish  lakes  are  not  to  be  trifled  with 
in  winter.    I  have  killed  hundreds  of  pike  myself,  but 
am  not  a  pike  fisher,  so  speak  with  much  diffidence. 
We  never  fish  for  pike  over  here  in  our  large  watersj 
except  by  trolling,  and  for  that  all  the  family  of 
spinning  baits  come  in,  though  the  natural  bait  is,  I 
believe,  far  the  best.  I  think  pike  fishing  in  Ireland,  at 
the  best,  rather  poor.  To  the  acre  our  Irish  waters  do  not 
hold  one  quarter  of  the  pike  found  in  English  preserved 
or  semi-preserved  lakes,  and  these  latter,  being  small, 
lend  themselves  much  better  to  paternostering  than  do 
our  waters.    One  cannot  paternoster  very  satisfactorily 
in  a  sea,  with  each  fish  having  a  rood  of  ground,  or 
perhaps  an  acre,  all  to  himself.    We  believe  in  covering 
a  great  deal  of  water  so  as  to  come  across  fish.  A 
week's  close  pike  fishing  in  the  Shannon  at  Athlone, 
in  August  or  September,  should  yield  forty  or  fifty  fish 
trolling,  but  very  few  of  them  would  be  above  Gib.  or 
71b.,  I  am  afraid.    I  have,  however,  seen  more  than 
this  done  in  one  day  by  a  pike  fisher  here,  but  the  fish 
were  mostly  miserably  small.    But  we  have,  I  believe, 
much  to  learn  yet  over  here  about  the  possibilities  of 
ke  fishing.— Yours  truly,  Mona. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


A  Close  Time  for  Trout  in  Scotland, 
With  reference  to  the  question  of  a  close  time 
for  trout  in  Scotland,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  am 
receiving  letters  from  influential  people  in  this 
country  promising  support  when  the  matter  is 
again  brought  to  the  notice  of  Parliament,  as  it  is 
to  be,  I  hope,  by  Sir  Herbert  .Maxwell,  Bart.  It 
is  curious  to  find  how  opinions  differ — perhaps  it 
would  be  more  curious  if  they  did  not — as  regards 
the  case  of  Scottish  trout  lochs  and  the  proposed 
close  time.  One  angler  who  has  had  great  ex- 
perience says  that  already  many  Scottish  lochs  are 
so  overstocked  that  the  fish  cannot  grow  for  want 
of  food.  Then  another,  also  well  acquainted  with 
Scotland,  says  that  in  addition  to  a  close  time 
there  ought  to  be:  a  limit  in  size  below  which 
trout  may  not  be  taken,  and  a  limit  in  the  number 
to  be  taken  in  one  day. 


In  theory  and  practice  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
returning  to  the  water  of  all  imdersized  fish,  and 
the  limiting  the  number  to  be  taken  away  ;  and 
yet  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  continued 
returning  of  hooked  fish  is  the  chief  reason  why 
many  club  waters  yield  very  poor  sport  in  the  way 
of  baskets  over  the  regulation  size.  If  imdersized 
fish  were  kept  alive  and  taken  to  some  specially 
reserved  part  of  the  water  and  then  put  in— some 
part  where  they  could  not  be  fished  for— then  I  think 
the  average  of  the  basket  would  begm  to  improve. 
The  hooking,  playing,  and  returnmg  undersized 
fash  not  only  wastes  time,  but  very  often  scares 
the  larger  and  more  wary  fish— fish  which  have 
become  so  educated  by  the  time  they  are  big 
enough  to  kill  that  they  give  but  small  chance  of 
sport,  as  they  are  "  put  down  "  by  the  first  artificial 
which  floats  over  them,  and  often  enough  rush 
away  up  or  down  stream  ip  a  manner  which  proves 


that  they  have  been  terrified  by  their  education. 
The  ideal  thing  on  a  trout  water  preserved  by  a 
club  would  be  to  reserve  part  of  it  for  fishing  and 
part  for  rearing,  and  to  arrange  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  all  fish  in  the  fishing  part  should  be  over 
the  limit  in  size,  and  killed  when  caught.  When 
netting  the  water  it  would  then  be  the  rule  to  take 
the  small  fish  to  the  reserve  and  the  others  to  the 
fishing  part  of  the  water. 


Suppose,  for  instance,  a  club  has  two  miles  of 
water  divided  by  a  hatch  one  third  of  the  way 
from  the  top,  then  the  top  third  might  be  kept  for 
small  trout,  and  the  rest  for  fishing,  and  kept 
stocked  with  fish  up  to  and  over  the  limit.  This 
plan  would  do  away  with  the  nuisance  of  catching 
and  returning,  and  often  damaging,  undersized  fish. 
It  would  give  the  larger  fish  more  food,  and 
especially  more  chance  of  feeding  when  there  was 
a  rise  of  fly;  and  the  smaller  fish  above  would 
grow  more  quickly  to  killable  size  without  being 
harassed  by  hooks  and  having  their  bladders  burst 
by  pressure  of  fingers  when  being  unhooked.  I 
should  much  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  "  Red 
Spinner"  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope  and  other  fly 
fishers  on  this  suggestion.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Senior 
agi-ees  with  me  as  regards  the  drawbacks  accom- 
panying the  perfectly  sportsmanlike  system  of 
putting  back  undersized  fish — in  fact,  I  think 
he  was  the  first  who  had  the  courage  to  point 
out  that,  unanswerable  as  are  the  argimients 
for  putting  back  undersized  fish,  the  fact  remains 
that  by  doing  so  the  chance  of  making  a  fair  bag 
of  fair  fish  is  decreased  rather  than  increased.  In 
this  matter  we  might  take  a  lesson  from  our  fish 
breeders.  They  know  that  to  get  the  best  results 
they  have  to  separate  their  fish  according  to  age — 
keeping  the  yearlings  together,  the  two-year-olds 
together,  and  the  larger  fish  also  by  themselves. 

Of  course  the  suggestion  I  have  made  could  only 
be  carried  out  where  the  conditions  are  suitable — 
that  is,  where  the  water  can  be  netted  from  end  to 
end  and  divided  so  as  to  separate  the  over-limit 
from  the  under-limit  fish ;  but  these  conditions 
exist  in  many  of  our  South  of  England  waters.  I 
know  some  where  carriers  run  parallel  with  the 
main  river,  which  affords  an  ideal  solution  of  the 
difficulty. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  is  naturally 
much  interested  in  the  grand  sport  afforded  by 
tarpon  and  tuna  fishing.  In  fact,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  Dr.  Patterson,  the  tirelessly  energetic 
hon.  secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  to  call  attention  to  the  leaping  tuna  as  a 
game  sea  fish,  contemplates  a  visit  to  California 
with  the  object  of  proving  that  the  tuna  of 
Catalina  is  identical  with  the  tunny  of  Catalonia, 
and  of  breaking  the  record  for  both. 


Any  one  who  wants  to  see  a  tarpon  has  only  to 
walk  down  the  Strand  to  Messrs.  Farlow's  estab- 
lishment, and  he  will  see  a  fine  specimen  in  the 
window.  The  tarpon  is  the  "  big  brother  "  of  the 
herrmg  family.  There  was  a  block  in  the  traffic 
opposite  Messrs.  Farlow's  the  other  day,  and  the 
driver  of  a  'bus  called  out  to  his  conductor,  "  I  say, 
Bill,  look  at  that  there  sanguinary  old  bloater  1  " 

The  thing  in  fishing  is  to  have  the  right  lure, 
and,  according  to  the  Globe  Democrat,  J.  Albach, 
of  St.  Louis,  has  got  it : — 

J.  Albach,  of  St.  Louis,  is  the  possessor  of  the 
greatest  curiosities,  in  flies  and  metal  lures,  of  any 
angler  in  the  States.  He  has  some  flies  made  from 
the  red  hair  of  a  bygone  sweetheart.  Then  there  is  a 
fishing  float  made  from  the  cork  that  was  in  the 
bottle  of  wine  that  christened  the  steamer  St.  Paul  at 
launching  ;  he  has  a  box  of  sinkers  made  from  bullets 
extracted  from  Spanish  soldiers  in  the  hospitals. 
These  he  received  from  a  friend  who  was  a  surgeon 
during  the  war.  "But  here  is  the  gem  of  them  all," 
said  Jim,  taking  from  a  pretty  little  leather  case  a 
marvel  of  trolling  bait.  It  was  a  little  spoon  fly. 
"  That  is  the  most  expensive  lure  in  the  world.  I  had 
that  made  for  rainbow  trout.  Look  at  those  diamonds," 
he  continued,  passing  the  precious  spoon  over  to  a 
friend.  "  These  six  stones  are  worth  three  hundred 
dollars.  You  ought  to  see  them  scintillate  in  the 
clear,  pure  spring  waters  where  the  rainbows  love  to 
lave.  I  went  out  the  day  before  Christmas  to  Verona 
and  put  in  the  holiday  at  the  head  of  Spring  River, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in  the  State.  With 
that  diamond  lure  I  got  thirty  odd  real  gems.  The 
flash  of  these  diamonds  is  irresistible  to  a  trout.  The 
rainbow  trout  will  bite  any  time  of  year  if  you  have 
the  right  lures  or  bait." 


"Love  to  lave"  will  do.  When  I  was  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Spey  some  years  ago,  Geordie,  the 
keeper  on  the  Arndilly  water,  showed  me  a  fly  he 
had  dressed  with  a  mixed  wing,  the  chief  feature  of 
which  was  rich  auburn  hair  from  the  head  of  a 
beautiful  young  lady ;  it  was  called  the  "  \'eni- 
vidi-vici,"  but  was  too  precious  to  fish  with. 


Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  writing  in  Longmans 
Magaxineiox:  March,  says  :  "  Wc  are  apt  to  think 
that  scarcity  of  salmon  is  a  modem  sorrow,  caused 
by  netting,  poaching,  pollution  of  rivers,  and  so 
forth.  But  sahnon  were  always  inscrutable  in 
their  ways.  In  a  letter  of  1571  I  fiml  an  English- 
man in  Scotland  saying  that  the  salmon  fishing, 
both  in  the  rivers  and  at  Berwick,  has  been  an 
entire  failure.  Much  earlier,  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  Haig  of  Bemerside  was  under  a  fine  of 
twelve  salmon  yearly  to  the  monastery  of  Melrose. 
He  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  give  money  instead,  as 
he  could  not  by  any  means  catch  twelve  salmon, 
though  he  owned  a  still  celebrated  stretch  of  the 
Tweed.  Once  the  Scots  Parliament  took  off'  all 
cruives  and  salmon  traps  of  every  kind  for  three 
years.  Thus  salmon  have  several  times  seemed 
apt  to  become  extinct  fish,  and  that  when  our 
modem  methods  of  slaughter  were  not  in  full  force. 
So  let  us  hope  that  the  useful  fish  may  continue  to 
survive,  in  spite  of  laws  kept  or  broken." 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  as  has  already  been  notified 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  will  preside  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  which  takes  place 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday  next,  March  6. 
The  followiflg  note  about  it  is  from  last  week's 
Field 

"  Since  the  club  acquired  premises  of  its  own 
there  has  been  a  considerable  accession  of  members, 
the  roll  now  being  longer  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  For  the  same  reason  it  is  stronger 
financially  than  it  has  yet  been,  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  the  hon.  treasurer,  will  have  nothmg  but 
good  news  to  unfold  in  his  usual  after  -  dinner 
summary  of  the  position.  The  club  has  always 
been  fortunate  in  its  chairmen,  but  rarely  more  so 
than  this  year,  bearing  in  mind  that  our  central 
fishery  authority  is  a  department  of  the  board  of 
which  the  genial  and  popular  chaimian  is  the 
highest  permanent  official.  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle 
is,  moreover,  an  enthusiastic  salmon  fisher,  and 
will  find  himself  for  the  nonce  among  kindred 
spirits." 


Two  new  editions  of  Walton's  "  Comi^lete 
Angler"  in  one  week!  Messrs.  Macmillan  &  Co., 
Limited,  send  me  a  most  attractive  edition,  not 
only  of  the  "  Angler,"  but  also  of  Walton's 
exquisite  Biographies  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker, 
Herbert,  and  Sanderson,  in  one  volume,  bemg  the 
new  volmne  in  their  "  Library  of  English  Classics." 
It  has  a  brief  biographical  note  by  Mr.  Alfred 
W.  Pollard,  and  makes  a  handsome  demy  octavo 
edition  for  the  library,  being  well  printed  in  good 
type  on  the  new  featherweight  paper. 

Then  Messrs.  Gay  &  Bird  have  published,  in 
their  series  of  "  Sportsman's  Classics,"  a  veiy 
dainty  little  edition  of  the  "  Angler,"  beautifully 
printed  by  Messrs.  Constable,  of  Edinburgh,  ^\-ith 
quaint  chapter  headings  and  neat  binding.  It 
weighs  only  about  as  much  as  a  quarter-pound 
trout,  and  will  go  into  the  pocket  of  one's  fishing 
coat.  Walton  is  well  honoured  already  in  the  first 
year  of  the  new  century.  R.  B.  Marston. 


LOCH  MAEEE. 


There  are  few  fishing  resorts  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  respecting  which  so  much  has  been  said, 
for  and  against,  as  that  the  name  of  which  heads 
this  present  article.  Some,  with  the  best  of 
angler's  weather  and  every  other  advantage,  have 
possibly  praised  it  beyond  its  merits,  while  others, 
with  bad  luck,  and  perhaps,  to  put  it  kindly,  not 
having  it  all  their  own  way,  have  decried  it  bitterly. 
As  a  humble  disciple  of  the  craft,  I  would  venture, 
from  my  own  personal  experience,  to  express  the 
opinion  that,  although  the  journey  is  a  long  and 
not  inexpensive  one,  an  enthusiastic  angler  might 
go  very  much  farther  and  fare  a  great  deal  worse. 

Of  course,  the  first  thing  is  how  to  get  there. 
In  summer  I  should  certainly  advise  taking  Mr. 
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MacBrayne's  steamer  from  Glasgow  to  Gairloch, 
via  Oban,  and  thence  by  coach,  but  in  winter  or 
spring  we  must  go  direct  by  train  to  Inverness, 
thence  by  rail  to  Aehnasheen,  and  onwards  by 
coach  westward  to  Kinlochewe  (nine  miles),  or 
Talladale  (nineteen  miles),  the  coach  continuing  to 
Gairloch,  ten  miles  farther.  The  drive  is  a  vei-y 
interesting  one,  but  I  have  not  here  space  to 
describe  it. 

Loch  Maree,  running  up  to  the  coast  of  Ross- 
shire,  is  a  most  pictm'esque  fresh-water  lake,  and 
one  of  the  finest  in  Scotland.  It  is  nearly  thirteen 
miles  long,  by  from  one  half  to  nearly  three  broad, 
and  lies  amid  grand  mountain  scenery.  It  combines 
many  of  the  features  of  the  English  lakes  with  the 
more  rugged  grandeur  of  the  Scottish  lochs,  the 
lower  portion  being  beautifully  overhung  with 
wood-crowned  heights  and  rugged  rocks,  and  the 
southern  shore  hemmed  in  by  a  grand  mountain 
range. 

"  It  is  a  noble  sheet  of  water,  on  which  the  steep 
and  effective  mountain  slopes,  descending  in  one 
place  directly  to  its  margin,  and,  in  another,  retiring 
behind  an  interspace  of  fir-clad  liill,  or  almost  level 
pasture,  confer  an  aspect  of  stateliness  unsurpassed, 
perhaps,  by  any  other  lake  in  Britain." — BadcMeij. 

The  highest  mountains  are  Ben  Slioch,  Ben  Lair, 
and  Ben  Airidh-a-Char,  and  from  the  first  of  these, 
3217  feet  high,  the  towii  and  bay  of  Stornoway  may 
be  distinctly  seen. 

Scattered  over  the  face  of  Loch  Maree  are  some 
twenty-seven  islands  of  various  sizes,  many  of  them 


Mai-ee  and  its  islands.  In  olden  time,  when  might 
was  riglit,  tliey  ware  the  scene  of  many  a  lawless 
deed.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  first  Baron  of  Gairloch, 
ancestor  of  the  present  Sir  Kenneth  S.  Mackenzie, 
of  Gairloch,  lived  in  one  of  the  islands  in  a  place  of 
great  strength,  and  from  it  sailed  forth  to  put  his 
foes  to  the  sword,  and  acquire  their  lands,  as  the 
custom  then  was." — Sportsman's  Guide. 

By  residing  at  Kinlochewe  Hotel,  at  the  south- 
east end,  or  at  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  Talladale, 
opposite  the  islands,  ten  miles  of  the  loch  can  be 
fished.  The  hotel  keepers  at  these  two  places 
supply  boats  and  boatmen. 

In  1877  Queen  Victoria  visited  Loch  Maree,  and 
diuring  the  whole  time  of  her  stay,  which  extended 
from  the  12th  to  the  16th  of  September,  resided  at 
the  charmingly  placed  Loch  Maree  Hotel,  at  Talla- 
dale, which  forms  perhaps  the  best  headquarters 
for  the  angler,  who  can  obtain  free  fishing  from  the 
proprietor.  The  charges  are  3s.  'Bd.  each  boatman, 
and  lunch.  The  rod  season  is  from  Feb.  11  to 
Oct.  31. 

Salmon  get  freely  into  Locli  Maree,  but,  curiously 
enough,  they  seldom  show  in  the  angler's  basket. 
Sea  ti-out  and  yellow  trout  have  been  got  from  Jib. 
up  to  71b.,  but  of  late  years  the  sport  has  not  been 
particularly  good.  Yellow  and  green  flies  are  best, 
and  phantom  minnow  for  troUing. 

The  loch  belongs  to  Sir  Kemieth  S.  Mackenzie, 
Bart,  (whose  grand  mansion  is  at  Flowerdale,  near 
Gairloch),  Mr.  Osgood  H.  Mackenzie  of  Inverewe, 
and   Mrs.  M.  Liot-Bankes  of  Letterewe.     It  is 


Loch  Maeee,  Looking  Eastward  from  the  Loch  Maree 
Hotel,  Talladale. 


of  great  beauty,  and  they  exceed  in  nmnber  those 
on  any  other  loch  in  Great  Britain,  except  Loch 
Lomond. 

The  majority  are  in  the  middle  of  the  loch,  and 
are  nearly  all  the  abodes  of  roe-deer,  and  covered 
by  wood  of  native  growth  throughout,  while  "  the 
abundance  and  rich  tmt  of  the  heather  is  a  striking 
characteristic. ' ' — Baddeley. 

Eilean  Maree,  covered  with  larch',  holly,  and 
other  trees,  though  the  smallest  (about  five  acres), 
is  probably  the  most  interesting  of  them  all,  in  its 
centre  being  an  ancient  buryLng-ground. 

Eilean  Subhainn  (or  Suinn)  is  themost  picturesque 
and  the  largest,  being  a  mile  and  an  eighth  long  by 
an  average  of  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and 
has  three  lakes  of  its  own,  one  of  them  about  nine 
acres  in  extent.  Garbh  Eilean  and  Eilean  Ruairidh 
are  also  beautifully  wooded,  and  the  effect  of  the 
whole  scene  on  a  fine  summer's  day  is  lovely  in 
the  extreme. 

As  I  have  mentioned,  there  are  many  other 
islands,  all  beautiful  in  their  way,  and  by  far  the 
best  view  of  the  whole  is  obtained  from  Tollie  (near 
the  north-west  end  of  the  loch),  near  which  are 
Loch  Tollie  and  Loch  Badacreamh,  first-class 
waters,  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  and  free 
to  visitors  at  the  Gairloch  Hotel  from  June  1  to 
Sept.  30.  (Gairloch  Hotel  is  a  large  and  beautifully 
situated  house  on  the  shores  of  the  ann  of  the  sea 
called  Gair  Loch,  and  fine  sea  fishing  is  obtainable 
close  by.  It  is  ten  miles  from  Talladale,  four  from 
Loch  Tollie,  and  six  from  Poolewe,  at  the  north- 
west end  of  Loch  Maree.) 

"Traditions  and  legends  cluster  round  Loch 


I  fed  from  many  lakes,  and  a  wide  extent  of 
!  temtory. 

The  river  Ewe,  which  flows  out  of  it  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  into  the  sea  at  Loch  Ewe,  was  at  one 
time  the  best  salmon  river  in  Ross-shire.  Even 
now,  161b.  salmon  and  heavy  grilse  and  sea  trout 
are  sometimes  taken.    All  the  fishing  is  let. 

The  Garie  is  a  pretty  little  six-mile  river,  very 
clear,  running  from  Loch  Clair  into  Loch  Maree. 
It  is  let  with  the  shootings  of  Kinlochewe.  The 
Grudie,  which  is  let  with  the  same  shooting,  runs 
into  the  loch  about  four  miles  south-east  of  the 
Loch  Maree  Hotel. 

As  I  suppose,  I  need  hardly  tell  my  readers  the 
fullest  possible  information  as  to  the  fishings  and 
shootings  in  this  or  any  other  part  of  Scotland 
may  be  found  in  the  "  Tom-ist's  and  Sportsman's 
Guide  "  (118,  Pall  Mall,  Is.),  while  for  descriptive 
reading  and  clear  maps  Baddeley's  "  Scotland," 
Part  II.  (Dulau,  3s.  6d.),  cannot  be  beaten. 

F.  E.  LONGLEY. 


OPENING  OF  THE  TWEED- 
NET  SALMON  FISHING. 


How  They  Boil  Salmon  at  Berwick. 

The  first  chapter  of  these  spring  salmon  net 
fishings  may  be  said  to  commence  with  the  close 
in  the  middle  of  September,  when  the  boats  from 
Carham  and  Coldstream  downwards  are  brought 
down  to  Ferwick-on-Tweed,  their  winter  home, 
together  with  such  stores  as  are  thought  advisable. 


During  the  winter  boats  and  stores  are  over- 
hauled, new  gear  and  other  preparations  made.  A 
few  weeks  before  tRe  actual  opening  the  "  sliiels  " 
are  whitewashed  and  seen  to. 

On  the  day  before  the  opening  the  boats  with 
their  crews  muster  at  the  Salmon  Company's 
house,  from  where  the  whole  catch  of  the  Tweed 
and  several  coast  stations  are  marketed.  The 
men,  after  five  irionths'  cessation  of  labour,  are 
glad  to  begin  business  again,  'some  of  them 
perhaps  not  having  had  many  jobs  in  the  liiean- 
time — that  is,  dm'ing  the  close  season. 

Doubtless  they  get  "  a  taste,"  before  proceeding 
up  Tweed,  as  they  usually  do,  in  an  irregular 
procession,  with  their  gear  and  stores  for  the 
ensuing  season. 

It  is  not  until  midnight  of  St.  Valentine's  day 
that  the  operations  commence,  and  of  course  are 
dependent  on  the  tides  to  a  large  extent.  As  it  is 
this  year  at  the  opening  so  it  often  is — snow,  hail, 
and  frost,  a  cold  starvation  business,  and  this 
continued  more  or  less  into  the  month  of  March. 

The  results  are  various,  sometimes  so  poor  that 
salmon  has  to  be  got  from  elsewhere  to  supply  the 
salmon  suppers  invariably  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  opening  day.  These  are  jolly  affairs,  and  are 
frequented  by  many  besides  those  financially  in- 
terested in  the  catching  of  salmon.  Of  course  it  is 
always  dear  at  that  time,  but  then  it  is  very  good. 
They  manage,  by  dint  of  much  labour,  usually  to 
get  a  few  fish  out  of  their  holes  the  first  few  days  ; 
then  comes  a  "  slump  " — no  fish,  or  next  to  none, 
for  a  fortnight  or  so. 

And  so  they  go  on,  year  after  year.  As  a 
constant  frequenter  of  the  riverside,  I  greatly  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  the  proceeding.  If  a  commence- 
ment was  not  made  until  March  1,  it  would  give 
more  time  for  the  kelts  to  get  away,  the  climatic 
conditions  would  be  mended — at  any  rate,  the 
severities  curtailed.  But  all  this  involves  the 
understanding  of  the  policy  of  the  gain  of  a  loss. 
This  they  do  not,  and  will  not,  understand  :  "  none 
so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see."  So  in  their 
shortsightedness  they  prefer  to  go  on  their  old 
way— that  is,  missing  and  clashing  their  nets  about 
for  weeks  to  little  purpose,  and  a  very  doubtful  profit, 
for  with  wages,  coals,  and  wear  and  tear,  which  is 
great,  they  cannot  be  much  in  pocket.  But  do  it 
they  seem  to  think  they  must,  profit  or  no  profit  I 

If  the  whole  affair  were  in  my  control,  I  should 
start  only  one  half  of  the  stations,  until  there  were  a 
prospect  of  something  worth  while;  and  it  is  a 
question  if  that  would  not  be  the  best  policy. 

It  is  one  of  many  popular  errors  that  people 
understand  their  own  business  and  interests  best. 
Yet  most  of  our  improvements  and  discoveries  have 
been  made  by  suggestions  from  onlookers  or  out- 
siders. It  is  said  of  some  games  that  "  the  onlooker 
sees  the  best  of  the  game."  I  am  always  pleased 
to  see  the  Berwick  Salmon  Co.  declare  a  good 
dividend,  so  that  I  write  in  good  will,  and  without 
any  antagonistic  interest — nay,  more  than  that, 
with  the  greatest  goodwill.  The  salmon  fishers  are 
quite  different  from  our  salt-water  fishermen,  and 
cannot  be  mistaken,  the  same  as  you  London  people 
know  the  difference  between  ■  sailors  and  bargemen. 
However,  they  are  strong,  hearty,  good-tempered, 
for  the  most  part.  They,  like  farmers,  can  and  do 
often  grumble  ^bout  weather,  tides,  poor  show  of 
fish,  spates  at  times  which  allow  the  fish  to  get 
up  the  river — that  is,  past  them.  The  wind  and 
rough  seas,  sunshine,  and  other  matters,  such  as 
river  growths,  all  affect  them.  So  that  they  have 
plenty  to  growl  about,  when  in  that  humour.  They 
have  hard  lines,  it  must  be  admitted. 

One  way  of  betterment  is,  some  of  them  think, 
a  redistribution  of  property — "  some  have  too 
much,  others  too  little,"  they  say.  But  they  do 
not  readily  give  their  minds  to  the  understanding 
of  these  complex  matters,  and,  no  doubt,  say  of  me 
that  I  am  "  a  master's  man." 

They  are  primitive,  fishing  in  the  same  method 
practically  as  in  the  days  of  Edward  L,  who  had  so 
much  to  do  with  this  historic  river,  sometimes  to 
his  sorrow,  at  others  to  his  delight  and  glorification. 

The  Tweedside  folks  cook  their  fish  (salmon)  by 
cleaning  it,  cutting  it  into  slices,  and  boiling  it  in 
salt  water — salt  enough  to  float  an  egg — and  eating 
it  with  some  of  the  water  it  is  boiled  in,  which  they 
call  "  Dover."  They  would  scorn  to  eat  it  other- 
wise, and  look  upon  it  as  completely  spoiled  and 
worthless. 

I  say  they  are  right.  Try  it,  and  settle  the 
question.  That  is  how  you  would  get  it  served  at 
the  King's  Arms,  Berwick-on-Tweed.      J.  J.  H. 
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Silent  river. 
Silvery  willow. 
Pasture  and  Plowland. 
Innocent  maidens. 
Garrulous  children. 
Homestead  and  harvest. 
Reaper  and  gleaner. 
And  rough  ruddy  faces. 
Of  lowly  labour. 

If  it  be  desired  to  explore  the  wilder  and  more 
romantic  beauty  of  the  mountain  rivulets,  two 
ways  are  open — one  up  the  "  Sandy  Lonnon,"  by 
the  side  of  what  was  a  lovely  dene,  set  with  noble 
beeches,  forming  a  rookery  till  the  trees  were  felled 
— a  malison  on  their  destroyer  | — past  Blink  Bonny, 
across  Flodden  Hill,  and  so  to  the  "  babbling " 
Bowmont.  But  the  more  orderly  method  is  to  go 
past  Ford,  facing  Flodden,  with  the  valley  between, 
past  the  Linthaughs,  woody  and  green,  past  Milfield 
and  historic  Milfield  Plain,  past  the  Red  Scar, 
where  my  dear  countrymen,  with  that  aesthetic 
taste  characteristic  of  coimty  councils,  have  re- 
placed the  picturesque  old  bridge  with  a  Cockneyism 
in  iron.  Its  beauty  is  not  altogether  desti-oyed, 
because  the  trees  still  are  left,  and  the  blue  hills, 
and  the  winding  river.  So  is  the  characteristic 
cottage  that  was  the  old  toll-bar.  When  it  is 
pulled  down  and  replaced  by  a  little  brick  villa, 
with  slates  on  the  roof,  and  geraniums  in  the  front 
garden,  it  will  be  in  keeping  with  the  bridge ;  so, 
grumbling  and  happy,  do  we  get  on  to  the  Glen — 
pronounced  Glen  by  such  of  the  ancient  natives  as 
have  not  yet  been  schoolmastered  out  of  local 
•pa  tois.  To  call  the  Glen  a  burn  would  be  to  insult 
a  lovely  dancing  little  river,  and  therefrom  we  push 
on  to  Ku-loiewton,  where  the  brawling  college 
meets  the  sweeter  and  more  silvery  Bowmont. 

This  is  the  land  of  free  (very  free)  fishing ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  Bowmont  is  open.  Mr.  Andrew  Lang, 
in  a  note  to  the  Border  edition  of  "  The  Monastery," 
asserts  that  "  sniggling "  has  replaced  the  old 
"leistering,"  but  one  doubts  if  that  be  true  of 
Yetholm.  A  lady  whose  girlhood  was  spent  up 
one  of  the  Tweed  glens  told  me  that  her  father's 
gamekeeper  once — I  believe  it  was  before  a  Royal 
Commission — on  being  asked  if  many  of  those  in 
the  neighbourhood  were  poachers,  replied,  "  Ou 
ay,  a'  but  me  and  "the  Meenister,"  and  that  very 
evening  his  assistant  was  taken  in  the  act. 
"  Stickin'  troot  "  is  a  pleasing  diversion  for  autumn 
nights  wherever  a  village  adjoins  a  choice  stream. 
Yetholm  is  vastly  more  civilised  than  it  was  in 
days  when,  at  the  appearance  of  a  stranger  in 
Gypsies'  Row,  it  was  "  Got  aik  stick  and  bull- 
whalp,"  but  there  is  enough  of  the  lawless  blood 
left  to  keep  up  the  observance  of  "  burning  the 
water."  As  to  the  remains  of  the  true  gipsy 
muggers,  there  are  only  one  or  two  frail  rheumatic 
relics,  generally  found  consoling  themselves  with 
religious  tracts,  and  pathetically  trusting  to  patent 
medicine.  For  a  "  skiff"  of  whisky  you  may  obtain 
any  quantity  of  romance  from  them,  such  as  it  is. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Yetholm  has  become  a 
health  resort,  as  there  is  not  a  sweeter  place  on 
the  Borders,  particularly  in  spring,  when  the 
Cheviots  shield  it  from  all  the  wilder  winds,  and 
the  gardens  are  gay  with  blossom.  Above  it  the 
Bowmont,  the  nearer  you  get  to  its  head,  in  the 
Coeklawfoot,  becomes  a  real  bum,  and  the  cha- 
racteristics of  the  Cheviot  Glen  become  more 
marked.  The  hill  scenery  is  matched  by  the 
pleasant  hill  sounds,  the  murmur  of  falling  water, 
the  bleating  of  sheep,  the  soughing  of  the  wmd. 
It  is  not  entirely  free  from  cheap  trippers,  and  the 
shepherd  is  not  such  an  unsophisticated  mortal  as 
he  was  before  the  opening  of  the  Alnwick  and 
Comhill  line,  but  it  is  easy  to  exaggerate  the 
tripper.  He  cannot  approach  by  train  nearer  than 
Mindrum,  and  only  a  zeal  for  angling  or  an  equally 
strong  motive  could  induce  him  to  make  the 
journey  on  foot,  while  the  traps  to  hire  can  be 
counted  on  less  than  the  fingers  of  one  hand.  Of 
those  who  come  a  vast  majority  are  exiles,  who, 
after  trying  to  push  their  fortune,  some  in  great 
towns,  others  at  the  very  ends  of  the  earth,  "  turn 
again  home." 

They  bring  fishing  rods  with  them,  and,  while 
many  are  expert  enough,  there's  a  kind  of  pathos 
in  the  diligence  with  which  some  practise  a  craft 
they  have  forgotten  or  never  knew.  One  summer 
I  stayed  next  door  to  an  individual  of  this  kind. 
He  was  a  lean,  quiet,  elderly,  clean-shaven  man, 
evidently  in  comfortable  circumstances,  smce  every 
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Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday  a  wagonette 
was  engaged  to  carry  him,  his  luncli,  his  tackle, 
his  wading  gear,  and  waterproof  up  the  stream. 
He  started  at  six  in  the  morning,  and  dined  at  six 
every  night  as  punctual  as  clockwork.  Probably 
for  about  eight  solid  hours  he  assiduously  thrashed 
the  water.  Whether  the  take  was  on  or  off  made 
no  difference.  Myself  lying  among  the  purpling 
heather,  reading  a  novel  or  watching  the  white- 
edged  clouds  floating  down  the  valley  accompanied 
by  their  flying  shadows,  I  have  from  time  to  time 
noted  the  curious  little  human  figure  whipping 
away  mechanically  at  stream  and  pool.  So  far  up, 
then  down  again  for  lunch  at  1  p.m.,  always  at 
the  same  place  and  at  the  same  time.  Lunch 
done,  he  resumed  his  whip,  whip,  whip  —  the 
funniest  cast  ever  made  by  an  angler.  Then  he 
got  into  his  wagonette  once  more  about  five, 
jolted  softly  back  to  his  lodging,  and  disappeared 
for  the  night.  He  was  a  very  civil  old  gentleman, 
and  whenever  I  expressed  a  hope  that  sport  was 
good  he  replied,  "  Just  grai&d  I  "  with  an  "  r  " 
that  spoke  to  his  place  of  origin.  Once  only  did 
he  vary  this  formula,  and  that  was  when  he  came 
to  shake  hands  and  say  "Good-bye,"  his  wagonette 
this  time  piled  with  bags  labelled  King's  Cross. 
"It's  been  fair  splendid,"  he  said.  I  learned 
afterwards  that  this  was  his  annual  programme. 
He  took  a  lodging  for  four  weeks  on  the  Border — 
it  might  be  at  Chirnside,  Cornhill,  Wooler,  or 
Yetholm,  and  there  be  many  who  knew  him  by 
sight,  j'et  never  was  he  seen  to  catch  a  fish,  and 
only  once,  at  Yetholm,  did  he  bring  home  three 
small  trout.  His  visits  long  have  ceased,  but  it  is 
not  without  a  certain  pathos  that  I  recall  those 
brilliant  days  up  the  Bowmont — the  purple  heather, 
the  skimming  swallows,  the  sheep  plashing  across 
the  stream,  and  the  sedate  old  man,  who  might 
have  been  a  figure  from  the  shades,  doomed  for 
ever  to  cast  a  phantom  line  for  phantom  fish. 

I  have  said  the  Bowmont  is  a  sweeter  stream 
than  College,  but  the  rough  water  is  the  one  I  like 
best.  Nominally,  it  is  preserved,  as  is  Cheviot 
Hill  itself,  and  Flodden  Hill  too,  for  the  matter  of 
that  (all  for  love  of  "the  sacred  birds"),  but 
"  leave  "  is  very  willingly  granted  to  explore  them. 
As  we  are  not  on  fishing  bent,  the  restriction  does 
not  much  matter,  especially  as  there  is  a  track  up 
the  bumside,  and,  moreover,  there  is  scarcely  any- 
body to  be  met.  It  is  a  place  for  those  who  love 
solitude  and  wild  life,  and  who,  for  companions, 
are  content  with  the  creatures  that  are  the  most 
ancient  inhabitants  of  these  glens.  The  heron, 
shiest  of  wildfowl  in  the  valley  of  the  Thames, 
stands  here  in  his  pool  till  you  are  nearly  within 
range  of  a  camera,  and  then,  with  a  slow  beat  of 
his  wide  wings,  departs  to  another  feeding  ground. 
In  a  dry  summer  hundreds  of  sea  gulls  beat  up 
and  down  the  watercourse,  their  white  wings 
shining  in  the  sunlight  as  they  wheel.  Hawks  are 
not  so  plentiful  as  they  used  to  be  :  they  say  that 
the  merlin,  smallest  and  prettiest  of  om-  falcons,  is 
dying  out,  and  the  hen-harrier  and  the  peregrine 
are  looked  for  in  vain;  but  the  kestrel  still  "climbs 
the  air  "  and  hovers  above  the  moorland,  and  the 
sparrowhawk  is  not  extinct.  The  raven,  a  scarce 
bird  now  in  all  the  southern  shires,  still  breeds  here 
and  there  under  protection  among  the  Cheviots, 
and  the  corbie  or  carrion  crow  looks  out  for  dead 
or  dying  sheep.  These  are  all  occasional  visitors 
to  the  bumside,  but  the  familiars  of  the  angler  are 
the  dipper  flying  from  one  wet  stone  to  another, 
moving  his  head  and  tail  incessantly,  the  swallow 
gracefully  skimming  heath  and  water,  and  the 
noisy  sandpipers  running  and  screaming  in  early 
summer,  when  the  curlew  is  even  more  vociferous, 
if  you  can  approach  the  nest  it  builds  in  upland 
marshes.  At  that  season,  too,  the  cuckoo  is 
common  on  the  sunny  Cheviot  slopes.  Would  you 
hear  and  see  them  all  to  perfection,  rise  by  dawn 
of  a  fair  morning  in  early  June — the  best  time  it  is 
to  go  a-fishing.  The  yellow  gold  of  whin  and 
broom  has  not  yet  faded,  and  the  hawthorns  are 
white  and  odorous.  There  is  a  lustre  on  the  hay 
fields  (I  assume  you  approach  from  the  low 
country),  and  the  young  corn  is  fresh  and  green. 
Rabbits  are  out  on  the  dewy  grass,  and  a  babble- 
ment of  singing  birds  in  the  air:  "Cuckoo,  cuckool" 
shouts  the  wandering  A  oice,  and  look  at  that  pool, 
shii^ng  cool  and  clear  in  the  early  light,  it  is 
dimpled  with  rising  fish.  Get  your  tackle  ready, 
and  never  mind  "  the  little  red  rover "  whose 
tawny  skin  shows  again  and  again  as  he  dodges 
among  the  bracken  or  heath.  It  all  works  into 
the  back  of  yoiu"  head  as  you  fish,  the  din  of 
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College  water,  cry  of  alarm,  of  lo\e-song,  colour 
and  form  and  outline.  They  will  mix  and  mingle 
in  your  brain  henceforth  to  return  in  lovelv 
pictures  whenever  you  think  of  Heathpool  Lynn.  " 

(From  a  charming  article,  by  Me.  P.  An-debson 
Graham,  in  the  Northern  Counties  Magazine.) 


FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  HYDE  END  FISHERY,  BRIMPTON, 

READING,  BERKS. 
The  Hyde  End  Fishery  is  situated  on  the  river 
Enbomc  where  it  divides  the  counties  of  Berkshire 
and  Hampshire,  and  joins  the  Kennet  a  few  miles 
below.  The  nearest  station  is  Midgham,  three  and 
a  half  miles.  Great  Western  Railway.  The  trout 
reared  in  these  waters  are  the  ordinary  brown 
trout  (which  will  thrive  in  almost  any  watery  and 
the  rainbow. 

A  Hint  on  Turning  Fish  Out. 

The  cans  with  the  fish  on  arrival  should  be 
placed  conveniently  near  the  water  or  stream  into 
which  it  is  intended  to  turn  them.  Each  can 
should  then  be  tipped,  and,  say,  a  bucket  of  water 
taken  out  and  the  can  filled  up  again  from  the 
stream  or  lake  :  this  should  be  repeated  five  or  six 
times.  The  fish  can  then  be  turned  out  quietly 
into  their  new  home.  Care  should  be  taken  not 
to  let  them  drop  any  distance,  such  as  from  a 
bridge  or  high  bank. 

Trout  vary  in  size  considerably  during  their 
early  stages,  and  every  endeavour  is  made  at  the 
above  fishery  to  secure  a  uniform  size,  and  customers 
may  rely  on  a  good  average  length.  The  prices 
are  subject  to  fluctuate  should  the  fish  not 
reach  the  standard.  All  communications  should 
be  addressed  to  H.  H.  Gray,  and  any  person 
wishing  to  see  the  fish  can  do  so  by  applymg  to 
the  keeper. 

Live  gudgeon  and  minnows  can  generally  be 
supplied. 


HOW  TO  REPAIR  RODS. 

HINTS  FOR  AMATEURS.* 

(Continued  from  page  130.) 
Time — Evening ;  same  parties. 

Novice.  Good  evening.  You  see  I  have  brought 
my  rod,  as  you  suggested. 

Angler.  You  have  done  well.  What  luck  did 
you  have  after  we  parted  this  morning  ? 

Novice.  Oh,  not  so  bad.  But  it  is  not  essential 
to  my  enjoyment  of  stream  fishing  that  I  take  a 
trout  every  fi^-e  minutes.  The  cool  fragrant  air, 
the  music  of  the  running  water,  and  the  beauties 
of  the  trees  and  flowers  which  shade  and  grace  the 
stream — these,  together  with  the  constant  en- 
deavour to  improve  my  cast,  and  the  sense  that 
my  efforts  were  not  in  vain,  made  the  day  one 
constant  pleasure,  though  I  caught  but  few  fish, 
and  those  not  large. 

Angler.  You  have  the  true  angler's  spirit,  and 
this  makes  it  a  double  ]pleasure  to  assist  and 
instruct  you. 

Novice.  While  you  are  finishing  your  cigar,  and 
before  we  enter  on  naw  ground,  I  should  like  to  ask 
you  one  or  two  questions  about  mending  broken 
rods.  How  long  should  the  splice  be  by  which  the 
fragments  are  united  ?  For  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
short  splice  can  hardly  stand  the  strain  inseparably 
from  use  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  an  excessive 
length  uimecessarily  shortens  the  rod. 

Angler.  The  question  is  very  pertinent.  The 
length  of  the  splice  should  be  at  least  twelve  times 
the  diameter  of  the  joint  at  the  break,  perhaps  even 
a  little  more  if  the  rod  is  very  dense  in  the  grain. 
It  is  well  in  such  case  to  roughen  the  surfaces  you 
propose  to  unite,  or  to  score  them  obliquely  and  in 
a  criss-cross  manner,  thus  : — 


Fig.  l.—A,  joint;  B,  splice,  scored. 
But  these  scores  should  be  very  oblique  and  very 
shallow,  or  you  may  divide  and  so  lose  tlie  strength 
of  sonic  of  the  fibres.  The  purpose  is  to  give  a 
better  hold  to  whatever  adhesive  substance  you  use 
to  unite  the  parts. 

*  From  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  by  H.  P.  Wells. 

London  :  Sampson  Low,  ^larston  &  Co. 
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Novice.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  method 
you  ssliowed  me  this  morning  is  not  applicable  to 
a  break  close  to  a  ferrule,  for  there  is  then  nothing 
to  form  one  part  of  tlie  splice  from.  What  c 
should  tlien  be  followed  ? 

Angler.  This  is  either  one  of  the  most  difficult 
or  one  of  the  simpest  of  emergent  repairs,  according 
to  the  construction  of  the  rod.  If  the  rod  is  united 
by  simple  ferrules  without  dowels,  and  if  the  fer- 
rules are  merely  cemented  in  place  instead  of 
fastened  by  a  pin,  then  the  repair  is  a  trifling 
matter.  And  after  balancing  all  I  have  heard  or 
can  imagine  on  all  sides  of  the  question,  I  cannot 
but  think  that  both  the  dowel  and  the  fastening 
pin  should  be  excluded  from  fly  rods.  I  have  been 
driven  to  this  conclusion  not  merely  because  of 
difficulty  of  repair,  but  by  other  considerations  of 
equal  or  even  greater  force,  into  the  discussion  of 
which  we  will  not  enter  now. 

When  the  rod  gives  away  at  the  ferrule,  the  break 
is  always  short  across.  If  you  have  no  dowels  to 
consider,  trim  the  broken  end  square  with  youi- 
knife,  warm  the  ferrule  and  push  out  the  broken 
portion,  and  replace  the  ferrule  on  the  joint,  using 
some  of  your  cobbler's  wax  to  cement  it  in  place. 
But  if  your  rod  has  dowelled  ferrules — by  which  I 
mean  those  in  which  the  upper  ferrule  is'  provided 
with  a  tenon  to  enter  and  fit  a  hole  in  the  joint 
below — then,  if  your  rod  is  a  fine  one,  vou  are 
indeed  in  trouble.  Let  us  assume  the  break  is 
above  the  "  male,"  or  entering  ferrule.  You  have 
now  the  accident  in  its  least  enibarrassuig  form 
For  if  you  have  means  at  hand  to  drive  out  the 
fastening  pin,  you  can  burn  out  the  broken  piece, 
and  proceed  as  before.  The  construction  of  a  new 
dowel  from  the  body  of  the  jomt  itself  should 
never  be  attempted,  since,  aside  from  the  difficulty 
of  making  it  perfectly  central  and  a  good  fit,  it 
shortens  the  rod  to  a  degree  not  to  be  thought  of, 
e.xcept  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.  The  maker 
will,  on  your  return  home,  insert  a  new  piece,  and 
the  loss  will  be  only  equal  to  the  length  of  vour 
ferrule. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  break  is  below  the 
female,  or  outside  ferrule,  the  accident  is  more 
serious.  Assuming  you  have  cleared  the  ferrule  of 
the  broken  portion,  and  can  replace  it  as  before, 
how  are  you  to  bore  the  hole  to  receive  and  fit  the 
dowel?  This  clearly  requires  a  special  tool  not 
readily  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  most  trout 
streams.  The  only  practical  recourse  is,  then,  to 
cut  off  the  dowel  from  the  male  ferrule,  replace  the 
female  ferrule  as  before,  and  use  your  rod  without 
the  dowel,  until  you  can  put  it  in  the  maker's  hands. 

If  the  dowel  seems  part  of  the  metal  of  the  male 
ferrule,  as  is  generally  the  case  in  fine  rods,  you 
must  file  or  saw  it  off',  onl.\-  as  a  \'ery  last  resort. 
It  is  usually  only  united  to  the  ferrule  by  the  soft 
solder,  and  if  you  heat  it  well  you  can  unsolder 
and  remove  it  without  injury. 

Some  rods,  however,  are  mounted  with  ferrules 
the  bore  of  which  is  smaller  at  the  mouth  than 
within.  In  such  the  dowel  is  absolutely  indis- 
pensable, since  it  alone  steadies  the  end'  of  the 
entering  joint  and  prevents  it  from  shaking.  I 
cannot  but  think  this  a  vicious  construction,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  because  it  off'ers  not  the  slightest 
advantage  over  the  cylindrical  ferrule,  while  a  break 
of  the  kind  under  consideration  at  once  disables  the 
rod  beyond  immediate  repair. 

Novice.  One  other  question  :  bamboo  is  so  dense 
and  flinty  that  I  should  think  it  difficult  success- 
fully to  mend  such  a  rod  by  splicing.  Am  I  correct 
in  this  ? 

Angler.  Partly  so.  Tips  may  be  repaired  with- 
out difficulty,  and  a  break  in  the  upper  portion  of 
the  second  joint  is  not  hopeless.  But  I  have  never 
been  able  to  make  a  splice  stand  in  the  lower  half 
of  such  a  rod,  though  I  have  tried  repeatedly.  The 
splices  must  then  be  made  extra  long,  and  well 
scored ;  and  with  this  the  user  must  rest  content 
until  he  can  replace  the  broken  joint  by  a  new  one. 
His  rod  will  then  hang  together,  and  can  be  fished 
with,  but  he  will  find  its  action  so  impaired  that 
Its  use  will  give  little  pleasure.  Does  any  other 
question  occur  to  you  '? 

Novice.  No,  I  think  of  nothing  more. 
Angler.  Then  let  us  replace  that  ring  on  your 
rod.    But  I  see  you  have  lost  the  end  ring  from 
your  tip  as  well. 

Novice.  Oh,  never  mind  that ;  I  have  another  one. 
Angler.  We  may  just  as  well  do  both,  and  then 
at  some  future  time  you  will  be  able  to  aid  or 
instruct  some  brother  angler  in    both    of  tliese 
particulars. 


If  we  had  some  spare  rings,  or  even  some  small 
copper  or  brass  wire,  it  would  help  matters  ;  but 
as  neither  of  these  is  at  hand  we  must  resort  to 
pins  for  our  material.  You  see  I  insert  the  points 
of  these  pins  in  a  stick,  and  heat  them  red  hot  in 
this  lamp,  for  a  pin  as  it  comes  from  the  manu- 
facturer is  too  stiff  for  our  purpose.  Now  that  the 
points  are  cool,  I  cut  off  the  heads  and  insert  those 
ends  in  the  stick,  and  repeat  the  process.  Now 
they  are  annealed,  and  we  can  proceed.  I  take  a 
small  round  stick — a  match  will  do — and,  applying 
it  to  the  middle  of  the  pin,  bend  the  latter  around 
it,  thus  forming  a  loop. 


Fig.  8.- 
loop 
pin  ; 


Fig.  9.—^, 
showing 
ends ;  B, 


body  of  pin, 
sharpened 
loop. 


-A,  body  of  pin ;  B, 
made  in  middle  of 
c  and  d,  ends  of  pin. 

I  now  insert  the  loop  in  a  crack  in  the  floor  or 
in  a  cleft  stick  to  serve  as  a  vice  (since  we  have 
neither  the  latter  nor  a  pair  of  pincers),  and  twist 
the  ends  of  the  pin  around  till  they  are  at  a  right 
angle  with  their  former  position.  We  now  have, 
in  effect,  a  straight  wire  provided  with  a  loop  at  a 
right  angle  to  its  middle.  I  then  file  the  two  ends, 
top  and  bottom,  tapering  them  gradually  away 
from  the  loop  to  a  sharp  edge  at  each  extremity. 
I  now  wind  this  on  with  waxed  silk  in  its  proper 
place,  and  it  is  finished. 

Novice.  I  am  very  much  obliged  ;  but  had  I  not 
been  so  anxious  to  learn  this,  I  should  not  have 
permitted  you  to  trouble  yourself  over  so  trifling  a 
matter. 

Angler.  You  must  not  think  so.  A  rod  should 
be  provided  with  plenty  of  rings,  since  they  equalise 
and  distribute  the  strain  over  the  whole  length  of 
the  rod.  Thus  while  its  aggregate  may  be  great,  it 
will  at  no  one  place  reach  the  breaking-point 
And  while  I  would  not  recommend  you  to  suspend 
fishing  at  a  favourable  moment,  merely  because  a 
suigle  ring  became  detached,  still  you  should  replace 
it  before  the  next  day. 

Now  let  us  put  a  new  end  on  your  tip.  I  bend 
the  second  pin  around  the  match  as  before.  I  then 
thin  the  ends  in  the  same  manner,  omitting,  you 
notice,  to  twist  the  loop.  I  now  bring  the  ends 
together,  thus,  in  the  form  of  a  tuning-fork,  give  a 
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Fig.  10. 

slightly  wedge-shape  to  the  end  of  the  tip,  insert  it 
in  the  fork  of  the  tip  end,  and  wind  it  on  with  silk. 
It  will  not  be  amiss  to  give  the  loop  a  bend  towards 
the  ring  side  of  the  tip,  since  then  the  line  will 
render  better. 

Novice.  But  I  notice  that  in  this  case  you  did 
not  make  your  "  invisible  knot  "  in  the  way  you 
showed  me.    This  seems  much  simpler. 

Angler.  The  principle  is  exactly  the  same.  In 
the  case  to  which  you  allude  it  was  tied  in  the 
middle  of  a  joint,  and  under  such  conditions  it 
must  be  made  in  the  way  shown  you.  But  here 
there  is  no  long  piece  extending  beyond  where  the 
knot  is  to  be,  and  we  can  take  advantage  of  this 
circumstance.  I  will  repeat  the  knot  for  your 
benefit.    Having  wound  as  far  as  we  wish,  I  make 
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the  loop,  C,  holding  the  windings  already  made 
firmly  with  my  left  thumb,  exactly  as  before. 
Having  first  cut  off  the  silk  so  as  to  leave  me  about 
a  foot  of  end.  A,  I  place  this  end  upon  the  windings, 
and  hold  it  there ;  I  then  proceed  to  wind  over  it, 
A,  exactly  as  if  it  were  not  there,  and  as  though  I 
were  merely  extending  my  winding  ;  and  this  to  the 
extent  of  four  turns,  or  so.  If  in  so  doing  the  silk 
has  fouled  the  ring,  D,  I  clear  it ;  and  you  see  I 
have  the  end,  A,  projecting  towards  the  left  and 
fastened  by  some  turns  of  silk  over  it,  and  a  loop, 
C,  on  the  riglit.  Now  when  I  pull  on  the  end.  A, 
the  loop,  C,  diminishes  in  size,  until  it  disappears 
altogether,  and  the  fastening  is  complete.  This 
knot  is  the  one  with  which  the  heads  of  flies  are 
finished. 

{To  be  continued.) 


Although  Switzerland  hardly  ranks  among 
famous  fishing  regions,  a  few  notes  gathered  from 
Swiss  fishing  on  dit,  or  personal  observation,  may 
be  useful. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  are  fair  fishing 
stations  about  Hospenthal,  and  in  one  or  more 
of  the  lakes  in  the  Piora  Valley,  both  of  these 
places  lying  more  or  less  in  the  general  neighbour- 
hood of  the  St.  Gothard  Eailway ;  but  I  dare  say 
there  is  hardly  a  lake  or  river  in  ithe  whole  country, 
except  at  extreme  elevations,  which  does  not  afford 
fishing  of  some  kind,  for  I  have  passed  few  where 
signs  of  it  were  absent.  Even  on  small-scale  maps 
a  road  is  marked  from  Airolo  eastward  into  the 
Piora  Valley,  which  may  have  been  the  one  taken 
by  my  friend,  and  described  as  a  long  uphill  ride 
for  some  hours  on  horseback,  past  a  good  wayside 
rest-house,  before  reaching  the  sufficiently  comfort- 
able fishing  hotel  at  Lac  Ritom,  where  charges 
were  moderate.  One  paid  about  half  a  crown  a 
day  for  a  man  and  boat,  trolling  from  which  more 
good-sized,  vigorous  trout,  up  to  a  few  pounds  in 
weight,  were  caught  than  one  quite  knew  what  to 
do  with.  The  place  was  said  to  be  the  resort  of 
several  anglers.  • 

Another  place  of  good  report  was  the  river 
Reuss,  within  reach  of  Lucerne,  and  doubtless  the 
beautiful  lake  there,  with  its  tributary  streams, 
afford  sport.  Even  up  at  Davos  Platz  there  is 
some  trout  fishing  in  the  Davoser  See,  and  the 
little  river  from  it  flowing  down  the  valley  there. 

Then  there  are  the  lakes  and  rivers  lying  hi^h 
upon  the  Jura  range  near  Vallorbe,  Pontarlier,  and 
Flurier,  the  two  first  places  being  well  known 
frontier  douane  stations  on  the  line  from  Paris  to 
Lausanne.  I  have  not  fished  these  waters,  but 
have  heard  that  they  are  clear  limestone  streams 
affording  a  certain  amount  of  sport,  and  that  they 
take  a  deal  of  fishing.  Neuchatel  lake  and  neigh- 
boui-hood  also  have  fishing  attractions,  and  there  is 
a  good  tackle  shop  in  the  town  where  various 
articles  de.  'peclie  a  la  licfne  and  some  splendid 
artificial  May  Flies  may  be  obtained. 

From  Geneva  I  have  only  heard  of  one  good 
trout  stream,  to  the  southward,  probably  the  Arve, 
which  was  frequently  fished  by  English  anglers. 

The  neighbouring  parts  of  France  traversed  by 
this  river,  the  Drance,  and  their  tributaries,  must 
give  opportunities  for  practising  the  gentle  art— 
indeed,  I  have  heard  of  one  very  quaint  old  village 
near  the  southern  shore  of  Lac  Leman,  difficult  of 
access,  and  therefore  not  much  of  a  tourist  resort, 
nevertheless  highly  attractive  to  both  the  angler 
and  artist,  and  containing  an  inn  at  which  one 
could  stay.  At  all  events,  from  the  little  I  gathered 
it  seems  to  be  a  place  worth  making  further 
inquiries  about.  I  have  never  heard  much  about 
river  fishing  near  Lausanne. 

The  Government  licence  all  over  the  Canton 
Vaud  is  6  francs  50  centimes,  and  the  limits  of 
length  to  be  taken,  given  therein,  are — for  trout, 
18  centimetres  (7in.),  and  for  ombre  chevalier  of 
the  rivers  25  centimetres  (about  9fin.)  As  these 
dimensions  are  fixed  for  preservation  in  a  counti-y 
where  the  river  fish  do  not  run  large,  it  may  be 
surmised  that  the  average  catch  with  the  fly  which 
may  be  retained  will  not  form  an  unbearable  load. 
The  Vaudois  season  {Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  2, 1901, 
page  81)  opens  on  Jan.  1,  and  closes  at  the  end  of 
September ;  that  of  the  Club  de  peche  du  Stockalper 
opens  March  15,  and  ends  with  September  also. 
In  other  parts  of  Valais  the  regulations  seem  to  be 
uncertain,  but  a  five-franc  licence  was  at  one  time 
charged,  and  is  still  to  natives  only,  on  the 
Stockalper  ;  others  pay  thirty  francs. 

Lac  Leman,  from  Geneva  to  its  head  at 
Villeneuve,  is  a  wide  fishing  locality — fifty  miles 
in  length.  Its  fish  are  of  many  kinds,  and  often 
large,  including  its  peculiar  Salmo  or  Fario 
Lomaniis,  a  large,  silvery,  pink,  or  yellow-fleshed 
char-like  trout,  sometimes  caught  up  to  281b. ;  also 
the  Salmo  Alpinus  of  England  and  Loch  Earn  ; 
Salmo  umhla  of  Lac  Leman,  known  commonly 
as  ombre  chevalier,  one  of  the  most  delicate  and 
best  of  the  lake  fish.  By  some  it  is  said  to  be  the 
char  of  Windermere  and  Loch  Earn,  with  a  slight 
difference  of  colour.  It  is  a  light-colomed  fish, 
white  on  the  under  parts,  passing  to  pale-clouded 
brownish  on  the  back,  with  some  darker  blotches, 
blending  into  dai'k-blue  green  about  the  top  of 
the  head ;  the  skin  is  covered  with  minute  scales, 
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showing  small  wliite  or  occasional  distantly  scattered 
tiny  jiiuk  to  red  spots  on  the  back.  The  under  fins 
are  all  pink,  passing  into  white,  and  the  whole  skin 
glistens  silvery  in  certain  lights,  while  shot  with 
pink.  The  median  line  is  well  marked  ;  there  is  a 
row  of  small  distinct  teeth  all  round  the  edge  of 
tlie  mouth,  arranged  as  are  those  of  trout ;  the 
head  is  small  and  trout-like,  the  nostrils  are 
double,  and  the  whole  form  is  that  of  a  sea  trout — 
not  so  deep  as  a  w'ell-fed  Salmo  fario.  '  The  flesh 
\-aries  somewhat  from  pale  pink  to  white,  and  the 
belly  is  said  to  change  to  reddish  orange  in  the 
breeding  season.  Those  taken  at  great  depths  are 
stated  to  be  more  brilliantly  coloured — darker  on 
the  back  and  redder  beneath.  There  is  a  difference 
of  o])iuion  aljout  tliis  fish.  The  equivalent  for  the 
name  oiiihi  r  cJimti ii  r  in  a  French  dictionary  is  given 
as  qrnijUuti  (Tli ijiiiall iis  viih/ari.s),  and  grayling  are 
said  to  be  found  in  the  Drancc  as  well  as  in  the 
lUione  Valley  waters.  I  ha\e  not  seen  one,  but 
they  are  described  as  greenish  on  the  back,  pale- 
Heshed,  with  soft  mouths,  and  having  also  a  some- 
what hog-backed  shape.  Whatever  these  last- 
named  fish  may  be,  the  ombre  chevalier  of  Lac 
Lem;ui  appears  to  resemble  a  char  more  than  a 
grayling.* 

The  naines  of  the  Lac  Leman  fish  in  common 
use  arc  as  follows: — 


Trout 


Saljionid.e. 

Triiitc 
Fera 


Salmo  Ijcmanus. 
Corri'gonc,  in 
Italy;  FclcJicn, 
<lermany. 

Char  (or  Gray-    0?«&rc'   chevalier,    Salmo  umhla,  or 
ling  ?)  or   omble  die-  Alpinus. 

valier 


('i)AusE  Fish. 

]:nirlirf 
Perclie 
Breme 
Carpe 


Tike  lu-orlirt  Eaox. 
Porch 
Bream 
Carp 

(numeraus  near  Villeneuve.) 

Tench  Tanehe 

Chub  (?)  'I'l'in/rroii ,  01  Cliernnc 

Eel  Jll:jlltllr 

(rarely  taken.) 
 ■  Lotte  Cat  fish. 

(an  ugly  variegated  yellow  fish,  with  a  head 
like  a  snake  and  a  tail  like  an  eel.) 
Bleak  Ablettcs 

(miscalled  Sardine.) 

These,  I  am  told,  do  not  exhaust  the  list. 

The  fera  is  one  of  the  Salmonidie,  of  good  size, 
a  soft  and  rather  tasteless  fish,  with  pale  flesh ^ 
often  seen  at  table  in  the  hotels.  It  is  said  never 
to  leave  the  lake,  and  its  close  season  extends  to 
March  10. 

The  lotte  is  a  nasty-looking  thing,  pot-bellied, 
thick  about  the  shoulders,  white  underneath,  with 
one  fleshy  barb  or  appendage  from  the  chin.  It 
has  a  flat  head,  sizeable  eyes,  orange  yellow,  with 
black  pupil,  and  is  said  to  be  so  bUnd  that  it  does 
not  notice  a  finger  passed  near  the  eye  when  alive. 
It  has  been  called  a  loach  of  large  size,  but  whether 
it  has  any  British  congener  is  uncertain. 

Perch  and  bream  are  much  alike  eAerj'where 
that  I  have  seen  them,  and  tench  I  ha\  e  not  met 
with  yet. 

*  I  hope  to  send  specimens,  when  I  can  get  them, 
for  identification. 

[Benwyan  hi,is  since  sent  us  a  12-inch  char  from 
Lac  L6man;  we  have  sent  it  to  Jlr.  Boulanaer,  of 
the  South  Kensington  Natural  Historv  Museum,  who 
kmdly  identifies  it  as  the  saibling,  omble  eliemlicr  of 
the  Lake  of  Geneva  (also  called  Lake  Leman),  Salmo 
salvciinus  or  S.  iimbla.—F,!}.} 


1  learn  that  there  are  more  kinds  of  omhlc,  or 
omhre,  than  one.  The  omble  chevalier  proper  of 
Lac  Leman  is  said  not  to  frequent  the  rivers,  and 
to  have  a  breeding  ground  upon  an  old  moraine,  at 
sixty  metres  deptJi,  called  the  Ombliere,  between 
Yvoire  and  Kolle  (on  the  south  and  north  shores 
of  the  lake  respectively),*  but  there  is  also  an 
omhle  a  ccaiUes,  or  omble  de  riviere,  which  re- 
sembles a  fera,  and  is  likewise  one  of  the  Sal- 
monidie.  This  may  be  perhaps  the  supposed 
graylmg  of  tlie  Drance  and  Isere.  It  is  said  to 
be  a  totally  different  fish  from  the  smooth  small- 
scaled  ombre,  or  omble,  of  Lac  Leman. 

The  carp  of  the  lake,  an  orange-coloured,  often 
large  fish,  is  also,  it  is  said,  different  from  tliat  of 
the  rivers,  and  lias  smaller  scales. 

The  verifjcron  is  a  much  smaller  and  more  sih  ery 
fish,  shaped  somewhat  like  a  roach,  dark  on  the 
back,  with  yellow  fins,  rather  forked  tail,  and  no 
teeth  in  its  small  mouth.  It  is  spoken  of  by 
anglers  from  England  as  a  chub.  Benwyan. 
{To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANOLEES. 


{From  the  "  BooTc  of  the  Roach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Geeville  Fennell.) 

CHAPTER  111.— continued. 
"  The  roach  is  caught  in  the  rivers  of  Norfolk  in 
company  with  bream  and  rudd,  but  in  the  spawn- 
ing season  has  its  peculiarities.  The  bream  always 
spawn  in  a  '  broad  '  in  preference  to  a  river,  if  they 
have  choice,  and  rudd  do  the  same;  but  roach 
generally  resort  to  the  river  for  this  purpose,  or 
else,  as  is  often  the  case,  select  an  intermediate 
situation  in  the  main  Ay\ie  by  which  broad  and 
river  are  united.  At  that  time  they  crowd  together 
along  the  rushes  which  fringe  the  bank  in  such 
dense  multitudes  that  every  instant  you  see  small 
ones  raised  momentarily  half  out  of  the  water  by 
the  passage  of  large  roach.  They  appear  to  lose 
all  fear  in  the  overwhelmmg  instinct  which  prompts 
them  to  propagation,  and  may  be  scooped  out  in 
numbers  with  a  landing-net ;  'if  a  bow-net  be  put 
in  they  will  crowd  it  until  the  centre  can  contain 
no  more."  The  Rev.  Richard  Lubbock  farther 
tells  us  that  "  the  roach  is  most  abundant  in  the 
broads,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Norfolk  rivers, 
growing  to  a  large  size,  two  pounds  and  upwards." 

It  has  been  thought  by  some  authors  that  the 
migration  of  roach— that  is,  their  ascent  of  rivers 
to  gain  a  suitable  spot  for  spawning,  which  they 
do  at  that  time  by  fighting  their  way  up  the 
strongest  rapids  with  persistent  energy  —  takes 
pla^e  from  the  sea,  but  this  opinion  seems  to  be 
erroneous,  as  all  experiments  have  tended  to  prove 
that  they  will  not  live  in  salt  water.  Yarrell  very 
properly  observes,  "  but  the  roach  in  this  instance 
C3me  from  the  direction  only  in  which  the  sea  lies, 
not,  I  apprehend,  from  the  sea  itself."  And  Mr. 
Donovan,  to  show  that  they  cannot  live  in  salt 
water,  quotes  the  following  fact,  which  came  under 
his  own  observation.  In  a  small  river  that  runs 
into  a  large  piece  of  water  of  nearly  two  miles  in 
extent, .  close  to  the  sea,  on  the  south  coast  of 
Devon,  there  is  no  outlet  sa-\-e  by  means  of  per- 
colation through  the  shingle  that  forms  the  barrier 
between  it  and  the  sea.  In  this  situation  roach 
thrive  ani  multiply  beyond  all  belief.  About  eight 
or  nine  years  ago  the  sea  broke  its  boundaries,  and 
flowed  copiously  into  the  lake  at  every  tide  for  a 
considerable  time,  by  which  the  fish  of  every 
species  were  destroyed. 

We  can  fully  confirm  the  above :  a  very  high 
tide  from  the  sea  having  entered  the  confluence  of 
the  Stour  and  Avon  while  we  were  staying  at 
Chriitchurch  some  twenty  years  ago,  it  turned  up 
and  killed  fish  of  all  descriptions. 

The  Rev.  David  Ure,  in  a  statistical  account 
d.escribing  the  roach  m  the  parish  of  Killearn, 
Scotland,  says  :  "  Vast  shoals  come  up  from  Loch 
Lomond,  and  by  nets  are  caught  by  thousands ; 
their  emigration  from  the  loch,  however,  is  only 
for  the  space  of  three  or  four  days  about  the  end 
of  May." 

[Parnell,  however,  states  that  though  the  sea 
is  not  the  natural  abode  of  the  roach,  yet. some- 
times it  is  found  there,  being  carried  down  from 
rivers  and  lakes  after  high  floods.  He  says  that 
he  saw  five  roach  taken  from  the  salmon  nets  in 


*  "  The  Scenery  of  Switzerland,"  Chap.  XV.,  bv  the 
Right  Hon,  Sir  J.  Lubbock, 


the  Solway  Firth  in  .lune,  and  states  that  they 
are  frequently  taken  there  after  a  flood.  It  must 
be  presumed  that  these  fish  accustomed  them- 
selves to  .salt  water  gradually.] 

Roach,  by  their  formation,  appear  to  be  in- 
capable of  bufl'eting  strong  currents,  and  therefore 
are  mostly  found  in  streams  running  not  more  than 
two  miles  an  hour,  or  in  eddies,  where  they  can 
indulge  in  contention  for  a  short  thne  with  the 
force  of  the  waters,  and  return  to  quiet  and  in- 
activity. 

[This  is  Jiardly  in  accord  with  the  statement 
that  roach  fight  their  way  up  the  strongest  rapida 
with  persistent  energy.  'Many  years  have  passed 
since  the  first  obstacles  (milldams,  weirs,  etc.)  to 
the  ascent  of  roach  were  placed  in  rivers.  But 
these  fish  still  retain  their  instinct  to  make  for  the 
upper,  and  therefore  shallower,  waters  at  spawning 
time. J 

Roach  would  appear  to  be  very  abundant  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  differ  very  slightly,  if  at  all, 
from  those  of  Great  Ikitain. 

"  Unimportant  and  generally  despised  as  these 
minor  fish  are  in  Canada,"  says  Major  W.  Ross 
King,  in  his  "  Sportsman  and  Naturalist  in 
Canada,"  "  where  there  are  so  many  far  superior 
ones,  some  of  my  old  comrades  who  may  read 
these  pages  will  recall  the  amusement  rather  than 
sport  that  they  afforded  us.  .  .  .  How,  when 
our  horses  were  unsaddled  and  picketed,  and  a 
fire  lighted  at  the  water's  edge,  we  commenced  to 
pull  out  first  one  kind  and  then  another  as  fast  as 
the  most  um-easonable  angler  could  wish ;  and 
how,  as  they  were  caught,  they  were  split  open, 
fried  on  the  wood  ashes,  and  eaten  with  a  relish 
which  their  own  merits  never  deserved."  The 
major  is  clearly  here  infected  with  prejudice,  or 
he  ncA  cr  would  have  committed  such  a  "  bull  "  : 
where  else  do  we  look  for  merits  in  fish,  if  not 
from  the  relish  they  impart  in  the  process  of 
eating  ? 

Upon  the  question  of  the  size  that  roach  com- 
monly or  occasionally  attain — if  we  are  to  believe 
^\'hat  we  read — although  in  parts  as  pirolific  as 
e\  er,"tliey  have  fallen  off'  amazmgly  in  their  indi- 
vidual weight.    Pennant  speaks  of  a  true  roach  of 
five   pounds  weight.     Mr.  Jesse   says  that  the 
largest  he  has  known  to  be  caught  in  the  Thames 
weighed  three  pounds.   Yet  how  few  of  the  present 
day  can  sa\-  they  ever  saw  a  roach  of  even  one 
pound  and  tln-ee  quarters.    The  Thames  roach  of 
my  acquaintance  very  rarely  reach  beyond  one 
pound  and  a  half  In  weight,  and  half  a  pound  is 
nearer  the  general  average.    Yet  "  in  Dorset  and 
Wilts  they  have  been  taken  of  two  pounds  and 
two  pounds  and  a  half,"  and  "  in  the  Trent  it  is 
not  unusual  to  find  three  or  four  of  one  pound 
and  three  quarters  to  two  pounds  amongst  the 
takes  after  a  party  has  done  fishing.    The  largest 
bemg  taken  in  about  seven  to  ten  feet  of  water 
and  when  the  rivers  are  coloured,  the  larger  the 
worm  the  more  likely  is  the  j)rej-  to  be  a  heavy 
fish."    The  large  fish  do  not  like  a  muddy  or  slimy 
bottom,  and  a  roach  fisher  of  any  experience  will 
always  be  enabled  to  tell  their  haunts,  provided  he 
can  see  what  is  below.     Should  he  doubt  the 
character  of  the  bottom,  a  piece  of  suet  or  tallow 
attached  under  his   plummet  will,  after  taking 
soundings,  bring  up  enough  of  the  silt  to  judge 
by.    Many  excellent  roach  fishers  always  go  thus 
provided,  particularly  when  visiting  new  localities. 
Walton  considered  a  roach  of  two  pounds  worthy 
of  particular  mention.     Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  a 
note  to  Walton,  edition  1808,  obseiwes :  "  I  know 
not  what  roaches  are  caught  below  bridge,  but 
abo\-e,  I  am  sure  that  they  are  \  ery  large,  for  on 
Sept.  15,  1754,  at  Hampton.  I  caught  one  that  was 
fourteen  inches  and  an  eighth  from  eye  to  fork,  and 
in  weight  wanted  but  an  ounce  of  two  pounds. 
The   Thames,  as  well   above  as   below  London 
Bridge,  was  formerly  much  i-esorted  to  by  London 
anglers,  and,  what  is  strange  to  think  of,  considering 
the  unpleasantness  of  the  station,  tliey  were  used 
to  fish  near  the  starluigs  of  the  bridge.    This  will 
account  for  the  many  fishing-tackle  shops  that  were 
formerly  in  Crooked-lane,  which  leads  to  the  bridge." 
jMyriads  of  fish  are  now  destroyed  by  the  bad  water 
on  making  this  journey. 

We  were  in  hopes  that  when  the  Sei-pentine  was 
emptied,  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  some  large  roach 
\\ould  be  found,  but  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  writes 
us  :  The  largest  roach  we  took  out  with  the  nets 
was  lib.  l,)oz.,  and  thci'e  were  others  of  lib.  6oz., 
lib.  4oz.,  lib.  2oz.,  and  lib.  loz." 

{To  he  continued.) 
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A  TEOUT-LICENCE  COMEDY 
IN  THE  NORTH. 


A  NOTE  OF  FISHING  WATERS  WORTH 
TRYING. 

A  REMARKABLE  state  of  afi'airs  has  sprung  up  in 
regard  to  the  trout-rod  licence  in  the  Eden  fishery 
district,  affording  a  pretty  instance  of  poetical 
justice.  It  arose  in  this  way.  The  High  Courts 
havmg  declared  the  drift  nets  of  the  Tay  to  be 
illegal,  the  Eden  Board  refused  to  renew  the 
licences  for  equivalent  nets — (usually  called  on  the 
Solway  whemmle  nets,  most  destructive  engines, 
sometimes  one  thousand  yards  long) — fishing  in 
the  Solway  Firth.  This  entailed  a  loss  of  £60  a 
year  in  licence  duty  to  the  fishery  board,  and  the 
question  arose  who  was  to  make  it  up.  Well, 
there  were  the  draught  nets  and  the  haaf  nets  in 
the  Solway,  the  draught  nets  and  coops  in  the 
Eden,  and  the  salmon  rods,  all  of  whom  cannot 
fail  to  benefit  by  the  abolition  of  the  whemmle 
net.  But  the  fishery  board,  acting  on  the  incom- 
prehensible suggestion  of  the  representatiA  e  of  the 
Carlisle  Angling  Association,  resolved  to  put  the 
deficit  on  the  trout  anglers,  the  only  people  who 
could  not  by  any  possibility  benefit  by  the  increase 
of  salmon  occasioned  by  the  wheunule  nets  being 
done  away  with.  So  the  trout-rod  licence  was 
raised  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.— a  manifest  injustice, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Eden  Board 
has  never  made  the  least  return  for  the  trout 
licence  in  the  way  of  restocking  or  staking.  This 
is  poor  policy.  Tlie  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
which  annually  makes  grants  of  two-year -old  trout 
to  associations  making  application,  and  the  Lune 
Fishery  Board,  which  follows  a  similar  policy, 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  number  of  trout- 
rod  licences  issued  in  their  districts  increase  year 
by  year;  while  in  the  Eden  district,  where 'the 
trout  anglers  are  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
salmon  fisheries,  there  was  a  falling  off  of  114 
season  trout-rod  licences  last  year. 

It  was  suggested  at  the  thne  that,  in  addition  to 
raising  the  trout  licence,  the  board  would  raise  a 
hornets'  nest ;  but  they  liave  done  more — they 
have  created  a  deficit  of  .£60.  For  there  will  be 
no  increase  of  the  trout  licence  this  year.  The 
trout  anglers  of  the  entire  fishery  district,  fi'om  the 
Solway  to  the  Westmorland  mountains,  are  in- 
debted to  the  Brampton  Angling  Association  for 
their  spirited  action  in  protesting  against  the 
increase  of  the  trout-rod  licence,  and  petitioning 
the  Board  of  Trade  against  it ;  for  the  London 
Board  decided  to  hold  a  local  inquiry  into  the 
matter,  and,  time  not  permitting  of  this  being  done 
before  the  commencement  of  the  trout  angling 
season  (March  1),  the  licence  has  perforce  to 
remain  as  it  was.  And  I  hope  that  the  result  of 
the  inspector's  in(|uiry.  whenever  it  takes  place, 
will  be  to  give  the  Eden  Board's  proposal  its  quietus. 

The  Brampton  Association  deserves  a  good  word 
for  its  prompt  action.  Its  trout  waters  comprise 
some  miles  of  the  Irthing,  which  falls  hito  the 
Eden  near  Warwick  Bridge,  and  a  long  stretch  of 
the  Gelt,  a  momrtain  beck  wliich  flows  into  the 
Irthing  and  rmis  through  a  picturesque  wooded 
ghyll  where  pretty  trouting  is  to  be  had.  Roving 
anglers  might  do  much  worse  than  go  to  Brampton. 
The  little  town  has  within  the  last  few  years 
become  a  favourite  place  of  resort  for  a  quiet  class 
of  visitors — and  with  good  reason,  for  it  is  situated 
in  a  picturesque  and  historical  Border  country. 
Naworth  Castle  and  the  fine  semi-nun  of  Laner- 
cost  Priory  may  both  be  visited  in  an  afternoon's 
stroll.  The  public  are  permitted  to  use  the 
carriage  roads  through  Naworth  Park,  and  the 
magnificent  oaks  and  grey  towers  of  Naworth 
recall  the  time 

When  mailed  mosstroopers  rode  the  hill, 
And  bugles  blew  for  Belted  Will. 

The  highest  point  of  the  park  commands  one  of 
the  finest  prospects  of  the  North  of  England.  From 
this  point  Belted  Will  (Lord  William  Howard, 
Warden  of  the  "Western  Marshes)  could  sur\-ey  all 
the  western  Borders,  and  away  into  Scotland  as  far 
as  Moffat.  A  short  mile  from  Naworth  brings  us 
to  Lanercost,  almost  under  the  walls  of  which  flows 
the  Irthing,  at  this  point  especially  a  most  trouty 
and  tempting  -  lookuig  stream.  The  Brampton 
Association's  season  tickets  are  only  2s.  6d.,  a 
trout  licence  of  similar  amount  being  needed,  and 
tickets  are  issued  weekly  at  Is.  Brampton,  it  may 
be  added,  is  eleven  miles  from  Carlisle,  on  the 
North  Eastern  Railway  to  Newcastle.  Greta. 


REPORTS  FROM  _RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Repcn-ts  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  moniing. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Tliames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 


given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
4U  „  „  Pntney. 
45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith, 
50 


Barnes. 


(5.5  min.  foi  Kew. 
75    „     „  Richmond. 

85  '' 


Twickenham. 
Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Eve 


Mar. 


0.41 
1.28 
2.  8 
2.41 
3.10 
3.41 


iiig. 

0.  11 

1.  6 
1.50 
2.25 
2.57 
3]  26 
3.56 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  Thames 
is  now  a  good  colour  for  all-round  fishhig.  Tuesday's 
rain  coloured  the  lower  reaches,  but  that  is  passing 
away,  and  by  £u  ;day  everything  should  be  favourable. 
Some  good  pile  and  perch  have  been  had.  A  91b.  pike 
has  been  caught  at  Hampton,  and  one  of  51b.  9oz.  at 
Bell  Weir,  by  ]\Ir.  F.  Arthur,  who  won  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  pike  competition.  Two  good  trout 
have  been  caught  at  Teddington  by  bank  anglers  who 
were  pike  fishing.  One  weighed  about  91b.,  and  the 
other,  caught  just  above  the  look,  was  about  Gib. 
Both  fish  were  returned  to  the  river.  Sport  has 
improved  in  the  Oxford  district.  Dr.  Good  has  had 
three  pike,  caught  when  spinning  at  Sandford  lasher, 
the  largest  fish  weighing  lOflb.  At  Thames  .Ditton 
Mr.  Charter  has  had  several  chub.  A  bank  angler 
at  Kingston  caught  fifteen  perch,  all  but  one 
being  undersized.  Not  knowing  the  rule  he  laid 
them  on  the  bank,  and  a  river-keeper  passing 
made  him  return  the  fish  to  the  river. — The  Anchor 
Fishing  Society  on  March  3  and  4  hold  a  chub  com- 
petition, as  do  the  Kingston  Pisoatorials.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  latter  society  will  be  held  on  April  15. — 
A  meeting  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association  will 
be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand,  on  Wednesday 
next  at  7. .30. — F.  H.  Amfiilett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  now  run  down  very 

clear,  but  a  nice  steady  stream  is  running,  and  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  winter  angling.  Owing,  I 
suppose,  to  the  very  changeable  weather  the  fish  have 
had  their  on  and  off  days.  On  the  whole,  however, 
sport  has  been  good — those  who  have  faced  the  gales 
have  generally  been  rewarded.  At  the  time  of  writing 
it  is  raining  hard  :  if  we  get  a  lot  of  this  it  will  be 
good-bye  to  the  fishing  for  this  season.  The  following 
are  amcng  the  best  takes  I  know  of.  Mr.  Davis, 
fishing  with  the  General,  on  Feb.  21,  six  retainable 
jack,  best  fish  41b.  Arlett,  out  the  same  day  with 
Mr.  Franklin,  three  jack  going  about  121b.  On  Feb.  22 
I  turned  into  the  river  near  the  bridge  another  con- 
signment of  large  roach,  chub,  and  rudd  for  the 
Thames  Restocking  Association  ;  there  were  three 
hundred  and  fifty-three  fish  in  all.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
fishing  with  Bob  Young  at  Medmonham  on  the  same 
day,  had  the  best  show  of  pike  (from  the  Thames)  I 
have  ever  seen — and  I  have  seen  a  few.  There  were 
seven  fish  in  all,  weighing  respectively  161b.  13oz., 
91b.  9op;.,  81b.  .5oz.,  71b.,  6flb.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  14oz. 
The  big  'un  was  a  handsome  and  well-conditioned  fish, 
which  was  taken  on  snap  tackle.  On  Feb.  23  Mr. 
Escombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  eleven  jack 
weighing  441b.,  the  best  brace  going  about  131b.  On 
Feb.  24  a  patron  of  G.  Yaughan  took  five  retainable 
jack,  best  brace  weighing  81b.  4oz.  Mr.  S.  Clements, 
out  with  G.  Arlett,  a  jack  of  71b.  4oz.  and  some  roach 
and  perch,  and  Messrs.  Phillips;  Harvey,  Smith,  and 
Pither  had  some  chub  up  to  81b.  4oz.  A  number  of 
"bankers"  were  down  here  on  this  date,  but  only  a 
few  took  any  fish.  On  Feb.  25  Messrs.  White  and 
French,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters  with  A.  Crampton, 
of  Wargrave,  took  five  retainable  jack,  best  fish  51b.  4oz. 
On  Feb.  26  Mr.  McCabe,  fishing  with  G.  Yaughan, 
took  two  jack  weighing  91b.  8oz.  and  61b.  8oz.  At 
Shiplake  some  very  good  bags  of  roach  have  been 
taken.  A  party  fishing  Holme's  Pond  (a  private 
tributary  of  the  Thames)  at  Wargrave  the  other  day 
had  a  good  day  among  the  pike ;  they  took  eleven  fish 
in  all,  the  four  best  weighing  respectively  121b., 
91b.  80Z.,  91b.,  and  81b.  A  good  supply  of  Thames 
dace  can  be  obtained  in  the  town.  (Wednesday 
Nigh*.) — Water  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Escombe, 
fishing  with  G.  Arlett  to-day,  has  taken  six  jack  of 
about  31b.  each.  Mr.  S.  Meyers,  fishing  with  the 
"  General "  at  Lechlade  this  week,  has  taken  a 
number  of  pike  up  to  81b.  Roach  feed  during  the  last 
hour  of  fishing. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Glos.)  —  Since  the  snow  dis. 

appeared  and  the  water  cleared,  some  capital  sport 


has  been  had  with  pike  and  perch.  On  Saturday  last 
Mr.  Sydney  Meyers  had  some  capital  sport  in  tlic 
St.  John's  Bridge  stretch,  getting,  in  about  two  hours, 
eleven  jack,  from  41b.  to  Gib.  and  71b.  Mr.  Robinson 
reports  good  sport  in  the  Herts  weir  waters,  and  other 
anglers  have  done  well  at  Radcot. — Ramblek. 

 (Richmond).— The  fishing  in  the  tideway  has 

been  looking  up  this  last  few  days.  Some  moderate 
takes  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  of  good  quality,  have 
been  taken.  One  of  our  customers  caught  amongst 
his  take  a  roach  of  21b.  5oz.,  which  we  are  having  set 
up  for  him.  A  few  jack  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park.  Anglers  should  make 
most  of  the  time  at  their  disposal  now,  as  the  angling 
season  will  be  over  soon. — Gaynor  it  Sons. 

  (Streatley).  —  Water  still  in  very  good  con- 
dition. Very  few  fish  have  been  taken  this  season,  as 
very  few  have  been  lishini;.  Mr.  A.  G  Cockburn  took 
two  fine  pike  on  ]\londay,  sjlb.  and  4ilb.— Hobauk  J. 
Gabdneb. 

  (Walton). — The  water  is  now  in  good  con- 
dition for  all-round  fishing.  Out  with  Mr.  Parsons 
roach  fishing  we  got  one  roach,  only  about  Jib.,  and 
ten  chub,  two  of  the  best  fish  weighing  SJlb.  "(most  of 
the  lattci-  were  returned).  Out  with  Mr.  Alderson, 
chubbing,  we  got  six  lish,  the  two  best  weiglnng  41b. ; 
Mr.  L.  Wbeatley,  two  chub,  weighing  together  'dUh.  ; 
Mr.  Tom  Huxtablo,  a  member  of  the  Cliiswick  "I'is- 
catorials,  two  jask,  the  largest  81b.  (this  is  another 
female  fish,  and  is,  of  course,  full  of  spawn),  the  other 
was  much  smaller;  Mr.  Price,  three  small  jack  and  a 
small  trout  about  IJlb.  (all  these  wore  returned).  All 
these  fish  were  taken  by  my  punts  from  the  bank.  Mr. 
Martin,  a  member  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society, 
took  from  our  backwater  four  jack,  the  largest  51b.  and 
411).,  the  other  two  were  put  back  again  ;  Mr.  J. 
Wheatley,  three  dozen  of  good  roach. —  John  Hone 
(professional  fisherman). 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  are  now  more 
favourable  for  angling,  and  particularly  so  in  the 
upper  reaches,  where  it  clears  first.  A  fewpiiko  arc 
being  taken,  but  not  many  are  out.  I  have  heard  of 
no  trout  fishing  as  yet,  but  a  few  early  files  are  out. 
Tke  INIarket  Rasen  club  turned  out  a  ince  batch  of 
rainbow  yearlings  into  the  ponds  at  Willingham  on 
Friday  last. — Thomas  Fobd  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Iiochs  CWaterbeach). — The  last  week 
having  been  minus  of  snow  and  frosts,  this  river  is 
now  in  good  trim.  Bank  angling  clean.  The  docal 
anglers  have  been  having  decent  takes  of  roach,  81b.  a 
rod  a  day  up  to  lib.  a  fish  with  red  paste.  Those 
who  have  been  trying  for  baits  have  had  forty  fish  a 
day.  This  spring  weather  has  brought  them  on  well 
midday.  Pike  just  at  the  present  are  coming  on  the 
feed  ;  a  few  straggling  ones  had  only  vcp  to  41b.  each. 
Live  baits  at  the  locks,  also  boats. — John  0.  Geoege 
(Beclie  Road,  Cambridge). 

Coin  (Leach,  etc.,  Gloucestershire).— April  1 
again  lands  us  in  the  trouting  season  in  this  famous 
county  for  trout.  It  has  been  an  exceptionally  good 
spawning  season,  and  the  rapid  state  of  the  rivers 
from  being  so  high  will  put  the  trout  early  in  season. 
Restocking  with  fario  from  Hampshire,  Berkshire, 
Surrey,  and  Worcestershire,  and  the  already  good 
supply  of  trout,  both  on  hotel  and  private  waters,  are, 
with  favourable  weather,  bound  to  give  us  a  good 
season.  Two  or  three  private  waters  do  not  begin 
until  May  1,  when  the  two-pounders  are  in  condition. 
—Pan. 

Devonshire  Streams.— On  the  Tamar  a  better 
season  is  anticipated  with  salmon,  which  are  now  able 
to  ascend  to  Latchley  Weir,  as  a  result  of  the  erection 
of  a  ladder  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  At  any  rate  a 
much  larger  number  of  fish  than  usual  went  up  to  the 
spawning  beds.  Last  year  251  licences  were  issued, 
the  Tamar  and  Ryni  Board  receiving  £167  from  this 
source.  The  season  was  a  late  one,  a  dry  spring  keep- 
ing the  salmon  in  the  rivers  until  late,  so  that  very 
few  had  returned  to  the  river  before  the  season  closed. 
The  prospects  of  an  earlier  season  are,  however, 
favourable,  fish  being  able  to  ascend  at  all  times  when 
the  water  is  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  travel. 
Although  there  is  a  decrease  of  polluti m  in  the  Tavy, 
there  is  an  increase  of  pollution  in  the  Vealm.  The 
conservators  have  decided  to .  introduce  a  licence  for 
trout,  which  have  been  decreasing  from  various  causes, 
especially  in  the  lower  waters.  The  charge  will  be 
2s.  6d.  for  the  season,  or  Is.  per  day ;  whilst  salmon 
licences  will  be  increased  from  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  The 
decision  of  the  Tavy,  Walkham,  and  Rym  Fishing 
Association  to  prohibit  all  ground-bait  fishing  has 
caused  a  resolution  of  protest  to  be  passed  by  a  meeting 
of  Tavistock  anglers. — Devonian. 

Eastern  Counties. — The  ice  is  now  getting  melted 
on  the  surface  of  the  broads,  and  they  should  be  in 
good  order  by  Sunday.  The  rivers  have  not  been 
frozen,  but  a  lot  of  snow  water  has  got  into  them. 
The  Yare  is  a  little  too  thick,  but  the  Gipping  and 
Blackwater  were  in  good  condition  as'  to  colour,  and 
ought  to  give  sport  if  they  continue  so  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  season. — W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — A  remarkable  feature  of  the 
season  so  far  is  the  size  of  the  fish  killed  with  the  rod. 
A  twelve-pounder  used  to  be  considered  a  very  big 
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spring  fish.  Those  already  killed,  about  a  score, 
average  131b.  On  Feb.  20  Miss  Ella  Dixon,  of 
Armathwaite  Hall,  who  can  handle  a  salmon  rod  very 
well,  landed  a  fish  of  191h.  The  same  day,  Mr. 
Edwards,  of  Armathwaite  Castle,  had  two,  81b.  and 
91b.  On  Feb.  21  the  Cerly  Castle  keeper  killed  one  of 
I81b. ;  on  Feb.  23  Colonel  Aitchison  one  of  191b.  at 
Armathwaite,  and  J.  Bell  one  of  201b.  in  the  Warwick 
Hall  waters ;  on  Feb.  24  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one  of  181b. 
at  Syke  Foot.  For  the  last  three  days  the  river  has 
been  in  partial  flood  and  useless.  If  the  rain  keeps  off 
good  sport  is  probable  for  a  few  days. — Silver  Geey. 
■  Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  settled  cold 
weather  of  the  past  fortnight  or  so  has  again  given 
place  to  the  old  regime — cold  showers  and  gusty  winds. 
Pike  fishing  has  not  proved  specially  lively  in  our 
home  waters,  the  usually  prolific  reaches  of  our  canal 
even  turning  out  failures.  The  best  specimen  for  the 
week  was  one  of  12Jlb.,  landed  by  Mr.  J.  W.  T.  Ceilings  ; 
two  others  of  31b.  apiece,  besides  several  perch,  were 
secured  by  Mr.  Collings  at  the  same  time.  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,   and  Cambs.) — 

Sport  in  the  Fen  district  has  at  last  taken  a  turn  for 
the  better.  The  Forty-Foot  has  really  yielded  well. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Hubbard's  Bridge  one  angler 
got  a  remarkable  catch  of  pike,  scaling  upwards  of 
501b.  altogether.  His  best  fish  scaled  ll|lb.,  and 
another  101b.  Several  anglers  have  also  done  well  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Donington.  Frequenters  of  the 
Welland,  in  the  Deeping  district,  have  also  been  doing 
well  among  pike,  but  since  the  break-up  of  the  frost 
the  travelling  on  the  bank  has  made  it  bad  for  the 
holders  of  the  trolling  rod.  News  from  Surfleet  is 
also  to  hand  that  roach  fishing  has  been  renewed  on 
the  Glen  with  fairly  good  results. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— There  is  very 
little  news  from  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Idle,  the 
river  scarcely  having  got  into  good  condition  since 
the  snow  disappeared.  News  of  a  fine  catch  on 
Saturday  near  to  Worksop,  however,  is  to  hand.  A 
couple  of  gentlemen  from  a  private  water  got  a  basket 
which  included  one  fish  of  151b.,  another  of  101b.,  two 
of  ejlb.  each,  and  four  of  71b.  each.  The  fish  were  all 
in  good  condition.  The  two  largest  fish  were  played 
for  over  half  an  hour  before  they  were  gaffed.  In 
addition  to  the  fish  brought  away,  quite  a  number  of 
fish  under  31b.  were  returned  to  the  water.  Some  of 
the  private  lakes  in  the  district  known  as  the  Dukeries 
have  a  special  renown  for  their  pike. — L. 

L3a. — The  river  is  running  on  the  bright  side,  but  is 
fresh,  and  in  the  deeps,  especially  where  there  is  a  nice 
gentle  current,  roach  ought  to  be  had  with  white  paste 
and  gentles.  These  fish  have  been  off  feed  again.  No 
good  baskets  are  reported.  Numerous  jack  have  been 
caught,  many  of  them  undersized.  The  best  jack  of 
the  week  is  one  of  between  91b.  and  101b.,  captured  in 
the  Ponders  End  district.  At  Hoddesdon  a  16-inch 
trout  has  been  landed  and  returned  by  a  roach  angler. 
A  few  fair-sized  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  at 
Tottenham.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  on  the  public 
portions  of  the  Lea  closes  on  March  14.— Izaak 
Walton. 

little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  all-round  fishing,  and  there  have  been 
some  splendid  bags  taken.  On  Feb.  24  a  London 
angler  caught  311b.  of  splendid  roach  and  dace,  while 
others  bagged  151b.,  201b.,  and  801b.  Mr.  Enoch,  of 
Newmarket,  had  some  good  sport  with  the  pike. 
There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport.  Boats  and 
bait  can  be  obtained  on  application  from  I.  Rolph, 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 

IiMgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  cleared  and  lowered,  and  are 
now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  changed  from  cold  frosts  and  bright  sunshine  days, 
with  a  few  showers  of  rain  which  refresh  the  water 
and  will  bring  the  fish  on  the  move.  There  has  been 
a  good  few  fish  rising  of  late  at  the  natural  flies  on  the 
water,  and  as  the  weather  gets  warmer  more  flies 
come  out,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  certainly 
good.  Trout  fishing  commences  on  Saturday,  and 
if  we  have  fine  weather  there  should  be  some  good 
dishes  of  trout  taken  from  both  streams  with  fly. 
The  best  flies  are  the  February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Blue  Dun.    The  Pinsley  is  clear.— Gwynke. 

Lugfg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  to  all  appearance  are  in  fair  order,  yet  cannot 
hut  think  there  is  still  a  little  snow  in  them,  which, 
however,  may  clear  before  March  2,  when  the  trout 
season  opens.  Weather,  though  somewhat  variable, 
has  for  the  last  few  days  been  more  favourable.  Flies 
for  first  use  may  he  selected  from  February  Red,  Blue 
Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Dark  Willow,  Red  Palmer,  Red  Tag, 
Mulberry  Dun,  and  Cow-dung  Fly.— R.  T.  Williams" 

Nene  (Peterboroug'h).  —  Notwithstanding  that 
now  is  the  close  time  for  pike  fishing  by  the  members 
of  the  Peterborough  Angling  Association,  the  close 
tinie  on  the  other  stretches  of  the  river  not  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  association  is  not  until  after  March 
15,  but  it  does  not  seem  possible  for  anything  to  be 
done  just  now  on  account  of  the  very  variable  weather 
we  have  been  having  of  late,  although  the  river  is 
in  fair  condition,  with  plenty  of  water  :  if  anything,  on 
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account  of  the  rains  we  are  having,  fuller  than  last 
week. — E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers. ^Thc  river  Sow, 
near  Great  Haywood,  yielded  pike  up  to  121b.  weight. 
The  river  Tern  has  also  fished  well  to  the  Hanlcy 
Club  members,  and  Mr.  Fish  varied  his  basket  of 
roach  and  dace  with  a  lovely  trout,  which  was  in  fine 
condition.  -  Streams  are  still  improving,  and  arc  in 
excellent  ply  for  swimming  the  worm — Yorkshire 
fashion — for  grayling,  though  fly  fishers  hardly  care 
to  venture  for  these  fish  with  artificial  lures.  The 
Hare's  Ear  Dun,  in  its  earliest  form,  will  probably 
attract  them  if  this  weather  continues. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  long  spell  of 
cold  weather  which  has  prevailed  more  or  less  through- 
out February  has  broken  up,  and  at  time  of  reporting 
(Wednesday,  Feb.  27)  mild  south-westerly  winds 
accompanied  by  rain  prevail.  The  river  is  somewhat 
discoloured,  and  has  increased  in  volume.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  during  the  past  fortniglit,  but  nothing 
of  any  importance  has  been  ellectud  in  the  way  of 
takes.  The  season  on  the  RoUe  Estate  water,  and  on 
all  other  portions  of  the  Otter,  opened  on  March  ], 
A  ticket  to  fish  the  Rollc  water  is  available  from  the 
RoUe  Arms  Hotel  of  this  place. — Hehok. 

Ouse  (Holsrwell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
We  have  had  a  very  busy  time  again  this  week  with 
jack,  Mr.  Tillpenny  heading  the  list  with  one  13Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Manby,  out  six  days,  getting  good  fish  each  day, 
largest  101b.  This  has  been  the  best  season  for  a'long 
time,  as  the  river  has  been  fishable  and  in  good  order 
all  the  winter,  and  is  now  in  splendid  trim  for  both 
spinning  and  live  baiting. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Weather  and  water 
alike  are  now  favourable  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  which 
should  repay  any  visitor  well.  We  have  this  week 
weighed  in  pike  up  to  15ilb.,  roach  lib.  7Joz.,  and 
plenty  of  chub.  We  ceased  pike  fishing  on  "Feb.  28, 
but  plenty  of  sport  can  be  had  amongst  roach,  perch, 
and  chub.  We  shall  soon  be  arranging  for  our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes,  which  are  of  a  high-class  order 
this  season. — E.  Collinson. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  still  in  capital 
condition,  but  the  weather  has  kept  anglers  at  home. 
It  is,  however,  brighter  than  it  was,  and  I  hope  the 
last  fortnight  of  the  season  will  see  it  still  further 
improve. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  -and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  past  few  days  there  has  been  a 
very  decided  change  for  the  better  in  the  state  of  the 
weather,  which  is  now  much  milder  and  more  spring- 
like, and  in  consequence  of  this  improved  state  of 
affairs  the  snow  is  rapidly  disappearing  from  the 
Welsh  mountains  and  hilly  lands,  and  in  a  very  few 
days  there  will  be  no  traces  of  it  left.  Of  course  these 
rivers  are  still  rather  high  and  full  of  snow  broth, 
but  this  will  soon  disappear,  should  the  fine  weather 
continue.  Angling  is  yet  at  a  standstill  in  all  these 
streams. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  sharp  weather  has 
at  last  gone  away,  and  the  river  is  now  again  free 
from  ice.  The  water  is,  however,  very  clear  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  and  the  roach  are  not  feeding  at  all 
well,  the  best  bag  I  have  heard  of  being  71b.,  taken 
on  Feb.  24.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken,  one  angler 
on  the  same  date  having  six  fish  to  one  rod,  largest  61b. 
It  looks,  without  a  great  alteration,  that  it  will  be 
better  for  the  pike  than  the  roach  angler  up  to  the  end 
of  the  season. — W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry). — Jack  fishing  here  has  been 
very  good  lately.  I  have  visited  the  place  with  friends 
several  times  during  the  last  fortnight,  and  have 
seldom  had  less  than  twenty-five  to  thirty  pounds  of 
jack,  and  on  Saturday  my  friend  and  I  caught  ten  fish 
weighing  lOJlb.  and  SJlb.  Mr.  Reeve  having  taken  over 
the  hotel  at  the  Ferry,  and  carried  out  extensive 
alterations,  anglers  are  afforded  excellent  accommoda- 
tion.—F.  Daunou. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
break  in  the  weather  has  spoiled  sport  during  the  past 
week.  But  little  has  been  taken,  and  the  few  pike 
and  roach  captured  from  the  Ouse  and  Adur  have 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  local  anglers.  Prospects  are  not 
promising — thick  water  and  flood  before  the  week-end, 
if  rain  continues,  of  which,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
there  is  every  sign.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  trim,  but  as  far  as  pike  are  concerned  the  water 
appears  nearly  fished  out.  A  brace  of  81b.  fish  have 
been  taken  during  the  week,  and  a  few  small  perch 
and  bream.  The  Rother  is  running  strong,  and  the 
takes  of  the  week  that  have  been  notified  are  a  brace 
of  pike,  4aib.  and  31b.,  a  perch  of  IJlb.,  and  smaller 
fish,  and  roach  up  to  |lb.  There  are  a  few  trout  in 
the  water  above  Selham,  but  permission  is  needed  to 
fish. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  with  occasional 
spring  showers  followed  by  bright  sunshine,  and  has 
been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out  of  late.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
well  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  a  good  few  live 
flies  have  been  on  the  water,  and  if  the  fine  weather 
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will  contmue  the  prospects  fot  trout  fishing,  which  be- 
gms  on  Saturday,  are  very  good.  The  trout  have  been 
risnig  well.  The  flies  to  use  will  l)e  the  Blue  Dun, 
Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  Red  Ant,  and 
Silver  Blue.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  out  and  tried 
worms  and  maggot,  and  have  landed  some  nice  roach, 
dace,  and  chub.  Pike  have  been  on  the  feed,  and  some 
small  ones  have  been  caught  with  live  bait.  Graylin" 
have  been  quiet,  but  there  have  been  one  or  two  taken 
this  week  with  fly.  All  that  is  now  wanted  for  trout 
fishing  is  fine  weather,  of  which  there  is  now  every 
prospect,  and  we  shall  hear  of  some  good  lots  being 
taken  next  week.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  clear,  and  a  nice  level  and  good  sport 
will  be  had  on  them  when  trout  come  in.— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tanbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

gone  down  and  cleared,  all  the  snow  water  has  run  off, 
and  tlierc  has  been  some  nice  showers  of  rain,  which 
have  not  interfered  with  the  water,  but  have  refreshed 
it  and  improved  the  prospects  of  sport.  The  weather 
has  been  fine,  with  sunshiny  days,  and  there  have  been 
a  good  few  natural  flies  out  on  the  water,  and  the  fish 
have  been  more  inclined  to  rise.  Angling  has  not 
been  brisk  as  yet,  but  there  should  be  some  good  sport 
had  ni  tliis  part  next  week,  when  the  trout  come  in  on 
Saturday,  and  fly  and  worm  fishing  should  account 
for  some  fine  trout.— Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Fishermen 
oil  the  Witham  report  that  the  fish  are  making  for  the 
side  waters.  The  Sincil  dyke,  for  instance,  has  been 
productive  of  better  sport  for  the  bottom  fishers  than 
the  river.  Then,  again,  between  Five  Mile  House  and 
Bardney  some  nice  samples  of  roach  have  been 
obtained,  a  basket  of  121b.  being  got  from  Bran- 
ston  Delph  end.  Reports  of  a  similar  character  come 
from  the  old  Barling  and  Eau.  Some  nice  perch 
have  also  been  landed  between  Langrick  and  Boston. 
Some  good  work  has  been  done  among  the  pike  in  the 
same  direction.  Pike  fishing  really  is  said  to  be  at  its 
best,  and  some  of  the  best  fish  have  been  taken  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Sleaford  Canal.  Sportsmen  on  the 
Bain  continue  to  have  fairly  good  luck,  particularly 
above  Coningsby  Mill,  one  gentleman  getting  301b. 
from  that  locality.  Other  anglers  have  done  well  in 
the  same  district.  From  the  drains  about  Boston 
there  are  also  reports  of  fishing  above  Richardson's 
Bridge  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  pike  being 
amongst  the  most  noteworthy. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorkshire). — We  have  the  promise  of  spring 
in  the  snowdrops  in  the  woods  close  to  "  the  river 
brim,"  in  the  lengthening  days,  increased  temperature, 
and  in  the  song  of  the  blackbird  and  thrush ;  but 
sport,  in  the  way  of  angling,  has  been  wretchedly  bad, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  break-up  of  the  frost  has 
filled  all  our  rivers  with  snow  broth.  I  have  met  a 
few  anglers  up  the  Yore  pike  fishing,  but  they  caught 
very  few  if  any  fish.  At  Boroughbridge  half  a  dozen 
anglers  tried  for  jack  on  Saturday,  but  without 
success.  But  a  few  small  fish  were  caught  at  Ripon 
on  the  same  daj-,  the  largest  weighing  01b.  Grayling 
fishing  is  now  about  over  for  the  season,  and 
when  it  ends  I  think  it  will  be  described  as  the  very 
worst  experienced  for  many  years.  Little  is  at  present 
doing  up  the  Swale.  One  Northallerton  angler 
finished  up  the  year  1900  by  capturing  365  fish, 
including  trout,  grayling,  roach,  dace,  pike,  etc.  This 
seems  a  big  haul,  hut  it  is  not  so  very  much  out  of  the 
way  when  it  is  considered  that  the  gentleman  in 
question  spends  many  days  angling,  and  that  he  makes 
some  very  fine  panniers  of  trout  in  private  waters  at 
Helmsley.  This  angler  fished  the  Weske  last  week, 
and  was  successful  in  landing  seven  very  fine 
roach  and  dace  out  of  the  thick  water,  while  he 
was  broken  twice — by,  of  course,  big  fish.  On 
Thursday  last  two  Northallerton  amateurs  tried 
their  luck  in  private  waters  at  the  high  end  of 
Bedale  Beck,  but  the  weather  was  against  them, 
and  all  they  caught  was  a  bagful  of  splendid  water- 
cress. Two  other  Northallerton  anglers  were  out  on 
the  Swale,  but  they  had  to  return  with  empty  panniers. 
On  Saturday  ten  anglers  from  Stockton  visited  the 
Swale  at  Ainderley  Steeple ;  only  one  of  them  caught 
fish,  and  he  did  not  get  above  three  brace.  On 
Monday  two  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Angling  Club 
visited  Grunescar.  They  both  fished  very  hard,  but 
neither  of  them  could  claim  a  victory,  although 
both  of  them  turned  a  grayling  over.  A  North- 
allerton angler  had  a  very  heavy  take  of  roach, 
got  with  the  aid  of  small  red  worm  in  the  river 
Wiske,  at  Naith  Otterington,  on  !Monday.  Fishing 
for  grayling  is  nearly  now  over,  except  in  a  few 
places  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe.  Verj' 
few  rods  have  been  out.    One  or  two  rods  have  been 


"Selkcted  HdUSE  Hair.  '— Sample,  25  lengtlis  best  i|imlity, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  <iuality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  ed.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  lOU.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  la.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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seen  at  Collingham  and  Wetherby.  Sport  has  not 
been  good.  The  river  is  running  low  and  clear. 
Below  Boston  Spa  several  pike  have  been  landed, 
but  none  ran  a  large  one  ;  the  heaviest  being 
caught  is  one  about  5Jlb.  The  general  meeting  of 
the  Ilkley  Club  took  "place  last  Wednesday.  The 
club  have  about  three  miles  of  some  of  the  best 
water  on  the  Wharfe.  The  club's  hatchery  have  their 
usual  complement  of  60,000  to  70,000  ova  on  the 
grills,  a  stock  of  yearlings  in  nursery  pond  to  turn 
in  shortly,  and  vacancies  for  two  rods.  Hon.  Sec,  A. 
Lupton,  Oak  Mount,  Ilkley.  Private  ponds  are  giving 
better  results  with  pike  and  perch.  One  angler 
is  reported  to  have  had  excellent  sport  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Askern  Spa,  his  total  catch 
■weighing  251b.,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  101b.  All 
were  caught  with  live  bait,  missing  a  great  manv  rims. 
Anglers  have  been  few  on  the  river  Derwent,  which  is 
running  with  snow  water,  but  is  in  good  trim,  and 
has  been  tempting  a  few  rods  in  the  district  of 
Yeddingham.  I  may  say  that  during  February  very 
fair  samples  of  roach  have  been  taken  from  this 
river,  fish  ranging  from  lib.  to  2ilb.  weight.  A  few 
fish  have  been  caught  in  the  neighboui'hood  of 
Rollingtou,  also  Huttons  Ambo  and  Kirkham.  A 
number  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  at  Stamford 
Bridge.  Anglers,  I  hear,  have  been  credited  with  takes 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Pocklington  Canal  has  not 
been  patronised  lately.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single 
rod  being  on  the  water  of  the  York  Angling  A.sssocia- 
tion,  which  rents  a  considerable  stretch  of  this  canal. 
Roundhay  Park  lake  has  been  visited  bv  a  few  Leeds 
anglers.  Sport  amongst  the  pike,  roach",  chub,  perch, 
and  dace  has  been  very  poor,  the  water  being  in  a  dis- 
turbed condition.  The  Leeds  Beeston  Manor  Angling 
Club  held  their  sixth  aimual  Tea  and  Social  in  the 
Meadow-lane  Church  Schoolroom  on  Saturday  last  On 
Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  Mr.  H.  Masterman  gave  a  very 
interesting  lecture  to  his  fellow-members  of  the 
Lord  Raglan  Angling  Club  on  "  Perch  Fishiuf " 
The  Woodhouse  Can  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  headquarters,  White  Horse  Hotel  Mean- 
wood-road,  on  Feb.  21,  in  conjunction  with  Woodhouse 
Can  Harmonic  Society.  Sixtysat  down.  Duringthepast 
season  one  member,  J.  H.  Webb,  had  weighed  in  con- 
siderably over  Icwt.  fish.  Other  members  have  made 
good  catches,  including  secretarv  J.  N.  Green  with 
1001b.— John  E.  Millkb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.  ' 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardg-ay).— On  Thursday 
last  Mr.  George  Ross,  Braclangwell  Lodge,  on  Mr. 
Young's  rod,  caught  first  salmon  of  the  season.  It 
weighed  121b.— B. 

Deveron  (BanfFshire).— Weather  conditions  have 
been  greatly  against  rod  and  net  fishing  on  the  river 
Deveron  and  coast  district  during  the  past  week. 
For  days  rain  has  fallen  heavily,  and  with  the  melting 
of  snow  in  the  upper  districts  the  river  is  in  flood. 
The  water  is  filthy  in  colour,  discolouring  the  sea 
for  some  distance  out.  Meantime  the  conditions 
are  against  anglers,  and  on  several  occasions  the  net 
fishermen  could  not  get  their  nets  worked  owing  to  the 
heavy  volume  of  water.  As  yet  we  hear  of  only  one 
salmon,  weighing  over  81b.,  having  been  got  in  the 
Turriff  district  of  the  river.  The  net  fishermen  are 
experiencing  great  difficulty.  For  the  first  half  of 
this  week  only  a  few  trout  were  got  in  the  river,  and 
on  the  coast  half  a  dozen  salmon.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
the  wind  is  from  a  northerly  direction,  which  naturally 
brings  in  a  choppy  sea,  sweeping  the  nets,  so  that  none 
of  them  has  been  visited.  The  yield  of  fish  to  date 
is  less  than  half  of  that  of  the  corresponding  date  last 
year.  Only  one  small  box  was  consigned  to  the 
market  on  Tuesday.  A  box  weighing  IJcwt.  was 
despatched  from  the  Gardenstown  fishings  on  Monday. 
Salmon  average  81b.,  trout  lib. — H.  W. 

Halladalo  (Sutheriandshire).— This  river  has 
not  done  much  as  yet.  On  Feb.  8  the  Sandside  rod 
had  one  salmon,  OJlb.,  and  one  sea  trout,  lib.,  off 
Forsill  Pool,  on  No.  5  beat.  On  Feb.  16  Mr.  Tom 
Morrison,  Melvich  Hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  141b.  off  the 
same  pool ;  and  on  Feb.  18  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Forsinard 
Hotel,  had  a  salmon  91b.  off  the  same  pool.  Many 
kelts  are  landed,  and  they  are  all  quite  silvery,  and  on 
their  way  to  the  sea.  One  was  landed  on  No.  4  Beat 
on  Feb.  21,  and  was  marked  with  platinum  wire.  On 
Feb.  23  the  same  fish  was  landed  on  No.  6  Beat,  about 
a  mile  farther  down  stream,  which  shows  that  they 
are  making  seawards  pretty  fast.  A  fresh  fall  of  snow 
on  the  hills,  which  will  keep  the  river  in  flood  if  it 
keeps  thawing. — Nemo. 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay).  —  On  Feb.  21  Captain 
Graham  killed  a  salmon  of  201b.,  on  Feb.  22  one  of 
171b.,  and  on  Feb.  25  one  of  211b.  The  fishing  should 
be  good  after  this  spate. — Wm.  Knight. 

Iioch  Leven. — The  season  here  promises  to  be  a 
very  busy  one.  Many  angling  clubs  have  already 
intimated  their  fixtures  on  the  loch  for  the  coming 
season,  while  one  new  club  will  compete.  The 
spawning  season  was  one  of  the  best  on  record.  The 
Loch  Leven  hatchery  was  stocked  with  about  250,000 
ova,  which  hatched  well.  The  loch  being  partially  free 


from  ice  on  Monday,  the  netters  were  engaged  cutting 
the  American  weed  with  piano  wire  at  the  favourite 
netting  stations.  This  weed  is  not  so  strong  in  growth 
as  during  the  past  year  or  two,  and  appears  to  be 
rapidly  exhausting  itself. — Robert  Laing. 

Locliness. — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from  Foj'ers  Hotel 
on  Tuesday,  Feb.  19,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  got  a  fine 
fresh-run  salmon  141b.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  R.  Thorn. 
Annan  had  one  121b.,  and  on  Saturday  the  boatmen 
got  one  121b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— On  Feb.  20  Mr.  G.  Norris- 
Midwood  landed  a  salmon  101b.,  Feb.  21  Mr.  Sole  one 
171b.,  Feb.  22  Mrs.  Midwood  one  211b.,  Feb.  23  Mr.  S. 
Timbrell  one  171b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  Portingall.— On.  Feb.  25  Mr.  Ralph  M. 
Cook,  Royton,  Tonbridge,  fishing  from  the  Fortiugall 
Hotel,  landed  two  beautiful  salmon — one  161b.  and 
one  201b.  ;  Hugh  McLellan,  keeper,  one  161b.  and  one 
191b.  ;  26th,  Hugh  McLellan,  one  181b.  and  one  201b.; 
27th,  Mr.  Peter  Dewar,  one  201b.  The  river  is  now  in 
excellent  plv.— Paul  B.  Macphail. 

Naver,  Bettyhill  (via  Thurso).— On  Feb.  18 
Mr.  Argles,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  one  salmon,  on 
Beat  No.  3,  and  Dr.  Coutts,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon 
on  Beat  No.  4.  On  the  22nd,  Dr.  Coutts,  one  on  No.  2, 
and  Mr.  Carpet,  Skelpeck  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4.  On 
23rd  Messrs.  Allison  and  Johnson,  Skelpeck  Lodge, 
got  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  6.  Weather  unfavourable, 
and  river  very  high.  Fish  very  stiff'  to  rise  owing  to 
snow  water. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  event  of  the  week 
has  been  the  killing  of  a  281b.  fresh-run  spring  fish  by 
Mr.  Deverell  (London)  on  the  Lower  Dess  (Major 
D.  F.  Davidson's  water),  and  another  of  251b.  by 
Mr.  M.  Kinff  on  INIrs.  Pickering's  Kincardine  section. 
Mr.  Deverell  had  ten  for  the  week,  and  Mr.  King 
seventeen  fish,  all  scaling  from  6Jlb.  to  281b.  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  King  had  three  of  81b.,  91b.,  and  181b., 
on  the  Kincardine  section,  and  Coutts  (keeper)  two  of 
81b.  and  91b.  on  the  Carlogie  water.  On  the  Ballater 
waters  Messrs.  Griffith  and  Millar  are  having  an 
occasional  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Duinet  section 
Miss  Rhodes  last  week  creeled  one  of  9 Jib.,  and  one  of 
81b. ;  on  Saturday  two  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  and  on 
jMon'day  another  two  of  81b.  each,  while  Mr.  Parker 
Rhodes  had  three  of  7Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  151b.,  and  Mr. 
Vickers  one  of  81b.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  Mr.  Russell 
creeled  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  ;  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and 
101b.  ;  and  seven  on  Monday  scaling  from  6|lb.  to 
91b.  ;  while  another  angler  had  a  fine  fish  of  221b. 
On  the  Borrowstone  water  Ijord  Garrioch  creeled  two 
fish  of  8ilb.  each.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  S.  V. 
Hare  had  nine  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  161b., 
and  Mr.  Edmund  King  two  of  lOJlb.  and  121b, 
On  the  Upper  Blackball  water  Sir  John  Gladstone 
had  three  of  average  weights.  On  the  Woodend  water 
Mr.  Burrows  has  landed  thirty  fish  since  the  opening. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  by  l\Ir.  T.  Turner  Farley  on 
the  Cairnton,  and  Mr.  B.  S.  Hills  on  the  Lower 
Blackball  Castle  waters.  On  the  Inchmarlo  and  Sluie 
waters  the  Messrs.  Davidson  are  having  two  and  three 
daily,  while  the  Messrs.  Meekin,  on  the  Durris  water, 
are  having  four,  five,  and  six  fish  per  day.  On  the 
Park  water  Mr.  G.  Davidson  and  party  had  several 
fish  last  week,  while  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  (Alnwick)  creeled 
two  on  the  Upper  Drum  section  of  81b.  and  91b.  On 
the  Blairs  water  a  fish  of  81b.  was  creeled,  while 
several  have  been  grassed  on  the  Kingcausie,  Murtle, 
and  Maryculter  sections. — On  the  Don  four  fish  were 
got  on  the  Fintry  House  water.— The  Ythan  and  Ugie 
opened  on  IMonday.  Some  sixty  finnock  and  sea  trout, 
scaling  up  to  31b.,  were  secured  by  the  Ugie  anglers, 
and  twice  that  number  by  the  Ythan  rods,  but  of 
lighter  weights.— The  coast  fishings  are  yielding 
splendidly,  and  the  ruling  prices  of  salmon  have 
fallen  over  one  shilling  per  pound  within  a  fortnight. 
— G.  M. 

Oykill  (OykiU  Bridge,  via  Lairg).— A  few  days 
ago  Mr.  John  Mackay,  on  the  angling  tenant's  rod, 
caught  the  first  fish  of  the  season  on  Stone  Pool.  It 
weighed  about  111b.  Weather  very  stormy  at  the 
beginning  of  this  week. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran). — Last  week  only  one  salmon, 
weighing  about  121b.,  was  got  by  the  angling  tenant, 
but  the  river  was  not  regularly  fished,  as  conditions 
were  very  unfavourable. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  of  this  district 
opened  their  rod  fishing  on  Monday  morning  under 
favourable  conditions  as  to  weather  and  waters.  Of 
late  the  rivers  have  been  low  and  clear,  and  no  spring 
fish  were  on  the  move  in  the  Solway.  Rain  fell  on 
Sunday,  and  the  waters  showed  a  rise  of  a  foot  or  two 
of  more  water  on  Monday  morning.  A  number  of 
anglers  were  astir  early,  and  the  various  pools 
were  cast  over  with  different  patterns  of  flies, 
without  result.  On  Tuesday  more  rain  fell,  and 
on  Wednesday  a  number  of  the  str'eams  in  the  district 
were  placed  im  small  flood,  and  considerably 
discoloured.  In  the  middle  and  higher  waters  kelt 
salmon  and  grilse  are  numerous,  and  are  likely  to 
remain  there  until  a  heavy  flood  occurs.  On  the 
Scottish  side  of  the  Solway  the  salmon  netting  opened 
on  Monday,  but  it  is  understood  that  few  spring  salmon 
have  so  far  been  captured  in  the  nets.     The  tem- 


perature is  milder,  and  a  depression  of  the  barometer 
points  to  more  rain.— Heatheuuell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  Since  writing  last  the 
weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  anything  but  ideal 
for  angling,  while  the  river  has  been  in  a  semi-flooded 
state.  This  day  week,  on  the  Laggan  section,  I\lr.  Abel 
Minniore  killed  a  salmon  of  811).,  and  on  Thursday 
Mr.  IMunro,  keeper,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Carron  House 
section,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  killed 
one  of  71b.,  and  on  Friday  one  of  91b.  From  the 
Wester  Elchies  section,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had 
one  of  91b.  on  Friday,  and  IMr.  Dallas,  London,  one  of 
6Jlb.,  and  on  this  day  week  one  of  8Jlb.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Since  Feb.  15,  when  minnow  fishing  became  permis- 
sible, quite  a  large  number  of  spring  salmon  have  been 
caught.  On  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Tweed  the 
anglers  have  done  best.  On  the  Twizel  water  on  the 
opening  day  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  caught  two,  lOlb.  and 
131b.,  and  on  Saturday  three,  141b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  On 
the  Birgham  stretch  on  Feb.  15  Lord  Dunglass  caught 
five,  131b.,  91b.,  81b.,  71b,,  and  61b. ;  on  Feb.  19  the 
same  gentleman  caught  two,  81b.  and  71b.  ;  on  the 
same  day,  fishing  on  the  upper  reach.  Major  Hunter 
caught  five,  lOJlb.,  91b.,  8Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and  7^1b.  ; 
on  Feb.  21  Dr.  Henderson"  caught  two,  91b.  and 
71b. ;  on  Feb.  22  Captain  Gerald  Trotter  caught 
three,  181b,,  101b.,  and  71b.;  on  Feb.  23  Mr.  J. 
Scott  one,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Cox  one,  91b.  On  the  Hender- 
syde  water  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  lias  killed  four 
salmon,  while  Pringle,  the  fisherman,  has  landed  about 
a  dozen  up  till  Saturday.  On  the  Sprouston  v/ater 
Captain  Gerald  Trotter  has  had  good  sport,  killing 
eleven  in  three  days,  the  best  being  a  fresh-run  fish 
of  13ilb.,  with  tide  lice.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  melted 
snow  in  the  river,  and  on  Monday  the  Tweed  was 
flooded  to  the  extent  of  3^  feet  and  still  running  dirty. 
Trout  fishers  have  been  on  the  move,  busy  with  bait 
fishing,  and  some  fairly  good  takes  have  been  got. 
Mr.  J.  Hogg  on  Monday  had  61b.,  Mr.  Stewart  4ilb. ; 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  E.  Bond  had  7ilb.  The  only  catch 
to  hand  from  the  Teviot  was  Mr.  R.  Fairbairu,  who 
caught  a  nice  salmon  of  61b.  on  the  opening  day.  If 
the  weather  was  settling  down,  I  have  no  doubt 
splendid  sport  will  be  had. — JIaxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — A  few  anglers  were  out  on 
the  Dromorc  and  Donacloncy  sections  of  the  Lagan. 
Mr.  Beattie  Brown,  Donacloney,  killed  half-a-dozen 
trout  on  the  fly.  Last  Saturday  a  party  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  travelled  to  Hamson's  Lake,  near 
Ballynahinch,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  certain 
"  bastes  "  of  pike  netted.  The  result  showed  that  the 
pike  were  mythical,  and  that  the  lake  held  magnificent 
trout  up  to  21b.  The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association 
has  now  half-a-dozen  similar  lakes  for  their  own  fish- 
ing.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — A  nice  change  in  the 
weather  with  some  rain  has  greatly  improved  fishing, 
although  we  could  do  with  considerably  more  rain. 
On  the  Ballyduff  Fishery,  G.  H,  Kenrich  ha'd  121b., 1911),, 
2011).,  211b.  On  the  Careysville,  Mocollop,  and  Kil- 
murray  Fisheries  some  good  fish  have  also  lieen  taken. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyle.— Since  last  report  fishing  has  been  vci-y 
good  on  the  different  lakes  here  ;  but  not  having  any 
professional  fishermen  nor  gentlemen  who  arc  keen 
enough  to  devote  any  time  for  fishing,  the  results 
really  lie  with  the  few  local  fishers  who  go  out  on 
Sundays.  During  the  week  ending  23rd  M.  Mitten 
and  M.  McGrath  killed  five  trout  and  several  pike  on 
Gara.  Feb.  24,  W.  Lyttle  killed  seven  trout  on  Arrow, 
5ilb. ,4.11b., 21b., lilb.  and  threel Jib. each ;  L.  Ballintine, 
two  trout,  31b.  and  21b. ;  W.Ross  lost  three  good  trout  by 
inferior  tackle,  and  killed  one  trout,  2|-lb,  R.  Grimes 
killed  seven  trout,  casting  from  the  boat  on  Lake  Gara. 
The  local  anglers  about  Lake  Gara  are  getting  a  good 
many  trout,  and  both  river  and  lakes  are  in  splendid 
order.— G.  Taylor. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather  towards 
the  end  of  the  past  week  was  somewhat  milder  and 
more  favourable  for  angling.  The  river  was  in  fair 
fishing  order  on  Feb.  21  and  22,  when  Mr.  C.  J. 
Sino-leton  (the  owner  of  the  fishery)  succeeded  in 
landing  a  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  201b., 
and  another  of  QJlb.  The  201b.  fish  gave  Mr. 
Singleton  some  fine  sport.  Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed 
a  nice  clean -run  salmon  of  91b.  on  Feb.  23. 
At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  again  rising,  owing  to 
the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  last  two  days.  Still  anglers 
are  out  on  the  river,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  settles 
a  little  some  good  sport  is  expected,  as  clean-run  fish 
are  sporting  in  the  majority  of  pools  in  the  river. — 
M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  Co.  Antrim).  Up  to  date 
the  salmon  fishing  has  been  rather  dull,  although 
there  is  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools  about  here.  One 
rod  fishing  all  February,  and  another  fishing  the  last 
two  weeks,  killed  eight  salmon.  The  rain  of  the  past 
few  days,  it  is  anticipated,  will  improve  sport.— J.A.B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  poor.  The 
weather  has  assumed  a  very  favourable  aspect ;  the 
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rain  which  has  fallen  has  freshoDecl  the  different 
%yaters  and  brought  salmon  up. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillamey. — Sport  has  been  backward,  but  pro- 
spects are  materially  improved,  and  spring  salmon  are 
arriving  in  better  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — As  we  write  there  is  a 
decided  change  in  the  weather,  wind  westerly,  with  a 
nice  fall  of  rain.  Good  sport  should  be  had  during  the 
conitug  week.  During  the  past  week  practically 
nothing  has  been  done. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currcme  (Wctorviilo,  co.  Kerry).— On 
Feb.  19  J.  Leary,  jun.  (fishing  for  INIajor  Cresswell), 
one  salmon,  191b.  ;  Feb.  20,  Denis  Currane,  one, 
lOJlb. ;  Feb.  22,  Mr.  A.  -J.  Troup,  one,  12pb.  ;  Feb.  23, 
lilajor  Cresswell,  one,  111b.,  and  Mr.  A.  -J.  Troup,  one, 
111b.    Prospects  are  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Loui^h.  Neajfh. — Not  for  many  years  has  the 
opening  month  of  the  pullen  fisheries  been  so 
successful.  Pullen  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  of  a  good 
size  and  quality,  and  some  very  large  takes  have  been 
made. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Sallina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  good  order,  and  a  number  of 
springers  showing  in  the  pools.  The  loughs  are  in 
fair  trim  now.  No  anglers  here  at  present. — Pat 
Heaeks. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — With 
the  disappearance  of  the  vile  weather  which  we  have 
been  experiencing  since  autumn,  my  two  fishermen, 
Thomas  and  .John  (nimes,  killed  on  my  water,  under 
the  weir  wall,  on  Tuesday,  a  new  salmon  of  141b.,  the 
first  capture  since  the  opening  of  the  season  here. 
On  Wednesday  forenoon  another  springer  of  151b.  was 
taken  on  the  Ineha.  Soft  showers  and  warm  sunshine 
to-day.  From  this  forward  we  hope  that  sport  will 
continue  to  improve. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — River  still  in  nice 
order  and  weather  mild.  On  the  Doonass,  Sir  H.  B. 
]Meredyth,  Bart.,  killed  one  salmon,  331b. ;  on  the 
same  water  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  191b. 
On  the  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon, 
201b.— J.  Enright  &  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Trout  fishing  opened  on  March  1 
on  the  Ballinderrj',  Blackwater,  and  their  tributaries. 
At  the  time  of  writing  both  rivers  are  rising,  and 
probably  were  not  be  in  order  for  the  fly  on  the 
opening  day.  In  the  past  season  nine  bailiffs  were 
maintained  on  the  Bullinderry  with  very  satisfactory 
results.— J.  W.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Powoy  (Cornwall). — Weather  too  unsettled  for 
weeks  past  for  much  fishing.  On  occasional  fine  days 
pollack  may  be  taken.  We  have  a  number  of  visitors 
here. — H. 

Plymouth. — March  1  saw  the  opening  of  trout 
fishing  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  from  reports  from 
the  various  streams  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  fish 
about,  and  everything  bids  fair  for  a  good  season.  We 
have  had  plenty  of  rain  during  the  winter,  both  on 
the  moors  and  in  the  valleys,  therefore  the  springs  are 
well  up  to  their  usual  standard.  I  am  glad  to  see 
the  conservators  are  doing  their  best  to  improve  the 
fishing  in  the  rivers  by  putting  a  stop  to  all  maggot, 
worm,  and  natural  bait,  within  certain  limits.  No 
true  sportsman  will  complain  of  this  alteration.  I 
know  one  case  where  a  fisherman,  by  live  baiting  and 
fishing  with  a  natural  bait,  in  a  fortnight  took  out 
nearly  a  hundred  dozen  trout.  I  should  recommend 
the  following  flies :  Blue  Upright,  March  Brown, 
February  Reds,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Pheasant  Tail,  to 
commence  with,  and  can  only  trust  that  we  may  have 
a  very  good  season.^  Personally  I|Cannot  complain  of 
the  last. — W.  Heaedeb. 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  been  again  responsible 
for  absolute  absence  of  fishing  of  any  kind. — Grey 

MULLETT. 

Scarborough. — The  weather  has  been  more  or  less 
stormy  and  severely  cold  for  weeks  past.  When  fine 
pier  anglers  take  small  codling  and  flat  fish. — H. 


NORTHUMBRIAN  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION. 

Coquet  Committee. 
Bides  and  Bcgidations. 

1.  The  close  time  to  be  from  Nov.  1  to  Jan.  31  for 
bull  trout  and  salmon,  and  from  Oct.  1  to  March  3  for 
trout;  and  no  person  shall  angle  for  salmon,  bull 
trout,  or  flsh  of  the  salmon  species,  as  defined  by  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  between  Sept.  1  and  Nov.  1,  with 

•any  other  bait,  Im-e,  or  device  than  the  artificial  fly. 

2.  The  only  bait  allowed  to  be  used  shall  be  the 
natural  and  artificial  fl}',  natural  and  artificial  minnow, 
and  worm.  No  worm  fishing  to  be  allowed  in  muddy 
water. 

3.  No  fishing  to  be  allowed  between  the  end  of  the 
first  hour  after  sunset  and  the  beginning  of  the  last 
hour  before  sunrise,  excepting  during  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  when  fishing  shall  be  allowed  until 
10  p.m. 


4.  All  fish  taken  measuring  less  than  seven  inches 
from  the  no.se  to  the  tail  shall  be  returned  to  the 
water,  whether  killed  or  not. 

5.  No  fishing  to  be  allowed  on  Sunday. 

(').  No  fishing  allowed  in  any  tributaries  or  burns. 

7.  No  bank  lines,  trimmers,  or  night  lines  allowed, 
and  no  person  to  be  allowed  to  use  more  than  one  rod 
at  a  time. 

8.  Any  person  found  guilty  of  poaching  or  breaking 
the  rules  of  the  association,  or  committing  any  breach 
of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Acts  1878,  extracts  of  which 
are  hereby  given,  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution.  The 
intention  of  the  committee  is  to  lay  information  against 
any  person  committing  a  breach  of  such  Acts,  and  to 
prosecute  such  offenders. 

9.  Any  person  committing  a  breach  of  the  bye-laws 
of  the  Coquet  Conservancy  Board,  or  of  any  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  association,  shall 
be  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  federation,  forfeiture 
of  his  licence,  and  prosecution. 

10.  The  extent  of  the  water  is,  in  Felton  and  Wark- 
worth  district,  on  the  south  side  from  Warkworth 
Harbour  to  jNIorwick  Crate,  and  on  the  north  side  from 
Warkworth  Harbour  to  the  east  boundary  of  the 
Walkmill  estate  (about  sixty  yards  above  Morwick 
Cauld).  On  the  north  side  from  a  white  post  at  the 
east  boundary  of  the  Guyzauce  estate  to  a  white  post 
at  the  west  boundary  of  the  Guyzance  estate.  On  the 
south  side  from  a  white  post  opposite  Guyzance  Mill 
to  Felton  Bridge. 

N.B.  Those  parts  of  the  river  from  Morwick  Gate 
and  Guyzance  on  the  south  side  and  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Walkmill  estate  and  the  white  post  at 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Guyzance  estate  on  the 
north  side  ;  and  from  Guyzance  Mill  to  Felton  on  the 
north  side,  are  not  included  in  this  permit. 

In  Rothbury  district,  from  a  white  post  commencing 
near  Tosson  Ford,  one  mile  above  Rothbury,  to  a  white 
post  at  the  Old  Iron  Works  at  the  west  boundary  of 
the  Brinkburn  estate,  with  the  exception  of  the  late 
Lord  Armstrong's  fishing,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Coquet,  which  extends  from  a  white  post  at  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Thrum  Mill  Lands  (about  one  hun- 
dred yards  below  the  fish-breeding  ponds)  to  the  Black 
Burn  ;  the  exception  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
being  a  small  strip  of  land  fifty  yards  below  the 
Thrum  Mill,  belonging  to  the  late  Lord  Armstrong, 
Fletcher  Haugh  (opposite  the  gas  works  at  Rothbury), 
and  the  strip  of  land  about  two  hundred  yards  below 
Tosson  Ford. 

N.B.  Mr.  W.  A.  Watson-Armstrong  has  generously 
granted  leave  to  the  Coquet  Committee  to  extend  their 
permit  to  his  water,  provided  anglers  fish  with  flyonlv. 

11.  An  ordinary-sized  landingnettobe  used  while  fish- 
ing, but  no  gaff  or  other  instruments  shall  be  allowed 

12.  All  permit  holders  are  requested  to  close  all 
gates  through  which  they  may  pass,  and  to  avoid 
damaging  fences  or  disturbing  game.   No  dogs  allowed. 

13.  Members  must  at  all  times  produce  their  federa- 
tion tickets  and  licences  or  permit,  on  application 
from  any  bailiff,  or  anv'  other  duly  authorised  officer 
of  the  Coquet  Conservancy  Board,  or  this  committee, 
or  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  or  at  the  request 
of  any  member  of  the  association  who  produces  his 
ticket  of  membership. 

14.  Every  person  fishing  shall  permit  the  conserva- 
tors' police  officers,  water  bailiffs,  or  any  one  holding 
permission  to  fish  and  a  licence,  to  inspect  the  fish, 
baits,  and  tackle  in  his  possession. 

15.  The  committee  shall  have  full  power  to  refuse 
any  applicant  a  ticket  to  fish. 

16.  Anglers  are  requested  to  be  careful  to  ascertain 
the  boundaries  of  the  waters  to  which  their  permit 
applies  ;  any  person  reported  as  fishing  in  any  private 
waters  which  may  adjoin  or  intersect  the  waters  of 
the  federation  is  liable  to  forfeiture  of  permit  and  to 
prosecution. 

17.  Permit  holders  are  requested  to  approach  the 
river  by  recognised  accesses,  and  avoid  trespass. 

18.  This  permit  is  only  granted  upon  the  condition 
that  the  holder  does  not  sell,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, any  fish  caught  by  him  in  the  waters  of  the 
federation.  A  breach  of  this  regulation  entails 
immediate  forfeiture  of  this  permit. 

Extracts  from  the  Salmon  and  Fresh  Water 
Fisheries  Acts  1861  to  1892. 

Under  the  above  Acts  of  Parliament  it  is  provided, 
among  other  things,  that  no  person  shall  do  any  of  the 
follo^ving  things,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1.  Wilfully  take,  kill,  or  injure,  or  attempt  to  take, 
any  unclean  or  unseasonable  salmon,  trout,  or  char. 

2.  Buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  his  pos- 
session, any  unclean  or  unseasonable  salmon,  trout,  or 
char,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Note. — The  penalty  for  committing  any  of  the  above 
offences  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  £5,  and  £1  in  respect 
of  each  fish.  An  unclean  fish,  .as  referred  to  in  the 
Acts  as  above,  includes  a  fish  which  is  on  the  eve  of 
spawning,  is  spawning,  or  has  spawned ;  or  may  be  of 
the  description  knowTi  as  black  or  red  in  colour. 
Further  indications  of  an  unclean  fish  are  the  dark 
colour  of  the  gills,  with  lice  sometimes  adhering  to 
them,  attenuation  of  form,  hollowness  of  the  belly. 


3.  To  fish  with  or  to  be  in  possession  of  salmon  roe. 
Note. — The  penalty  for  the  first  offence  is  a  fine  not 

exceeding  £2,  a  second  conviction,  in  addition,  entails 
the  forfcitin-e  of  the  licence,  and  on  the  third  con- 
viction the  penalty  may  l)c  hard  labour  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  six  months. 

4.  To  take  or  destroy,  or  lie  in  possession  of,  any 
young  salmon. 

Note.— This  entails  not  only  the  forfeiture  of  the 
fish,  but  also  of  all  rods  and  lines,  and  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  £5. 

Any  member  accidentally  taking  fish  coming  within 
the  above  description  is  advised  to  comply  with  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  by  forthwith  returning  the 
same  to  the  water  with  the  least  possible  injury. 

5.  Any  licensee,  on  producing  his  licence,  may 
require  any  person  fishing  with  a  rod  and  line  or  other 
instrument  to  produce  his  licence.  Failure  to  pro- 
duce same  renders  person  so  required  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £1.  Members  are  therefore 
requested  to  assist  in  the  prevention  of  illegal  fishing 
by  demanding  to  see  the  licence  of  any  person 
suspected  of  fishing  illegally,  and,  in  the  event  of  a 
breach  of  the  law  being  detected,  full  particulars 
should  be  sent  at  once  to  the  clerk  to  the  committee. 

G.  To  fish  for,  or  take,  or  attempt  to  take,  any  fish 
by  using  unbaited  hooks,  or  a  wire,  or  snare  for  the 
pm-pose  of  foul  hooking,  commonly  called  snatching  or 
snaring,  or  engines  known  as  night  lines  or  trimmers, 
or  use  the  trailing  or  travelling  trimmers  known  as 
the  "  Otter"  or  "Torpedo,"  or  any  engine  of  a  similar 
description. 

7.  To  have  or  to  use  any  net,  or  any  spear  or  like 
instrument,  or  any  poisonous  or  noxious  drugs,  or 
deleterious  matter,  for  the  taking,  killing,  or  destroying 
of  fish ;  and  any  person  using  any  such  net,  spear, 
instrument,  or  drug  shall,  besides  incurring  the  ex- 
treme penalty  imposed  on  a  breach  of  these  bye-laws, 
forfeit  all  such  nets,  spears,  instrmnents,  or  drugs. 

Generally. 

Members  are  requested  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  assist  water  bailiffs  and  other  duly  authorised 
officers  of  the  Coquet  Salmon  Conservancy  Board, 
or  this  committee,  or  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, for  the  protection  of  the  river,  and  for  the 
suppression  of  illegal  fishing,  and  to  report,  without 
fear  or  favour,  every  case  coming  under  their  notice 
to- the  clerk  to  this  committee. 

If  any  illegal  act  or  charge  of  unsportsmanlike 
conduct  is  brought  against  any  holder  of  a  permit  to 
fish,  the  same  shall  be  adjudicated  upon  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Coquet  Committee,  following  the  date  of  such 
charge,  and  the  committee  shall  be  empowered,  after 
considering  the  evidence  and  finding  the  charge 
proven,  to  expel  such  member;  and  should  any  club 
members  of  the  federation)  refuse  to  deal  with  any 
of  their  members  who  have  been  proved  guilty  of 
such  charge,  the  conmrittee  may  expel  the  defaulting 
club  from  the  federation,  or  take  any  other  action 
that  it  may  deem  fit. 


IReports  from  Clubs, 


Reports  {to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre.ser- 
vation  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday 
next,  March  4,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Stepney  Angling 
Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell-road,  Stepney,  on 
March  4,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  geod  attendance. — G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting  List). 
All  anglers  on  this  list,  and  all  who  are  not,  will 
be  made  cordially  welcome  at  the  grand  smoking 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  on  Tuesday,  March  5, 
at  the  Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers  Hotel, 
Northwold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  close  to  South- 
Eastern  Railway  Stoke  Newington  station.  The 
A.B.S.  box  will  be  opened  by  Ben  Abrahams. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake 
Hotel,  Ladbroke  Grove,  W. — Only  a  few  fish  taken 
last  week,  nothing  over  Jib.  Two  lapsed  prizes  still 
available  at  Windsor.  A  grand  smoking  concert  takes 
place  on  Saturday  evening  at  eight  o'clock  sharp  for 
the  benefit  of  Joe  Tipper,  a  member  of  this  society,  who 
through  unforeseen  events  needs  his  brother  anglers' 
assistance. — C.  Steadman. 

Aliason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
On  Feb.  24  Alec  Glaze  weighed  in  roach  (largest 
lib.  IJoz.)  from  Thames;  Ben  had  a  couple  of  jack. 
Several  of  the  members  have  a  sweepstake  match  on 
March  3  at  Windsor,  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Bray  Lock ; 
one  rod  only ;  all  fish,  except  jack,  eels,  and  minnows, 
are  weighable ;  start  by  8.43  a.m.  or  9.3  a.m.,  or  any 
subsequent  train.    Entrance  fee  Is.,  to  close  this 
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(Satui-day)  evening  by  depositiug  same]  in  the  sec- 
retary's hands. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Axglikg  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincohi's  Inn  Fields.— On  Feb.  24  the 
members  fished  a  match  at' Maiden  for  three  prizes. 
The  following  were  the  winners :— Messrs.  Seymour, 
1st ;  Hawes,  2nd  ;  Butlin,  3rd.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Anglikg  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury,  had  a  grand  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  Feb.  27.  Absent  members  please  note 
that  prizes  not  won  on  last  outing  are  to  be  fished  for 
where  they  lilie  to  go  on  the  morning.  We  have  an 
outing  on  March  2i  at  St.  Margarets.  General  meet- 
ing on  March  20.— G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— At  the  general  meeting 
at  the  above  house,  Brother  Charlie  Arrow  in  the 
chair,  we  had  a  crowded  attendance.  Business  was 
discussed  re  proposed  conoert^and  lantern  lecture,  to 
be  held  on  March  18,  in  aid  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  Several  members  have  been 
out  lately,  but  have  met  with  but  little  success.  One 
lapsed  prize  still  open,  go  where  vou  please.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  in  force  liest  Wednesday  to 
propose  where  the  March  competition  is  to  take 
place.— G.  T.  M.  . 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Feb.  24  Mr.  A. 
Addison  weighed  in  bream,  and  Mr.  G.  Stevens  roach! 
We  fish  a  pegged  down  match  at  Marlow  on  March  3 
for  four  prizes,  all  members  to  go  by  first  train,  cease 
fishing  at  six  o'clock  ;  there  are  also  three  consolation 
prizes.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wheatley  gives  10s.  to  the  member 
who  takes  gross  weight  in  the  match.  Mr.  G.  Hemens 
and  Mr.  G.  Hall  will  fish  the  final  for  the  silver  cup 
presented  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Tucker  on  this  occasion.  Mr. 
H.  V.  Wilson  landed  a  pound  rainbow  trout  on 
Feb.  24  at  Eeading,  and  returned  it  to  the  river.- 
A.  Dejonge. 

Bebmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pxck,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  —  The  result  of  our 
February  series  of  prizes  was  Mr.  A.  Woodhead,  1st ; 
Mr.  Collins,  2nd ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  3rd.  We  fish  our 
March  series  of  prizes  on  March  10,  place  and  con- 
ditions to  be  decided  on  March  6.  I  am  sending 
2s.  6d.  to  the  Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling 
Society  benevolent  concert.  Hope  to  see  all  members 
on  March  6.— C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Several  members  out  on  Feb.  24.  Mr.  J. 
Wheelhouse,  roach  and  chub,  Mr.  Stillman,  dace,  and 
Mr.  Howard,  bream.  Our  March  outing  takes  place 
at  Pulborough  on  March  3,  central  water  only.  Don't 
forget  Tuesday,  IMarch  5,  South  London  Visit.— J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Cistle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  Feb.  24  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed  in  perch  and  roach  101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr."  c! 
Divis,  roach,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  roach. 
Oir  concert  on  Feb.  25  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Banevolent  Society  was  a  great  success,  the  room 
b;ing  crowded,  and  the  talent  provided  by  our  efficient 
m  isical  directors,  Sir.  F.  S.  Parett  and  Mr.  J.  Morrell, 
eicellent.  The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  r! 
Lummes,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Drew.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  F.  A.  Gray,  and 
A.  R.  Matthews.    Secretaries  will  oblige  by  making 

returns  for  programmes  without  further  delay.  

T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Tilr.  H.  Kelly 
presided  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  An 
interesting  discussion  concerning  specimens  proved 
that  the  majority  of  the  members  were  in  favour  of 
raising  the  club's  present  standards.  Continue  match 
at  Hatfield  Peverel,  March  3;  should  any  prizes 
remain  untaken  on  March  24,  members  may  fish  in 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  competition  for  same. 
— A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park.— A  committee  meeting  will  be  held  next  Wed- 
nesday, at  eight  o'clock,  to  be  followed  by  a  general 
meeting  at  9  p.m.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— Members  are  requested  to  attend 
early  next  Tuesday,  as  we  anticipate  visiting  the 
Clissold  Angling  Society's  concert.  On  March  12  our 
chairrnan  (Mr.  H.  Deverell)  has  promised  to  entertain 
us  during  the  evening  with  a  reading  on  Pulborough 
and  Amberley  and  other  resorts.  The  following  weighed 
in  on  Feb.  24 :  IMessrs.  Nursey,  dace  ;  C.  Hazard, 
L.  Stephenson,  S.  Hadkiss,  H.  Everett,  and  C.  King, 
roach  ;  and  J.  Raines,  perch.— E.  H.  Ahgeul. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
Ktreet,  Camden  Town.— On  Feb.  24  Mr.  Cook  showed 
a  mixed  take,  71b.  14oz.  ;  'Messrs.  Parker,  Taylor,  and 
Elsley  having  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Mann  also  showed 
a  chub  of  21b.  8oz.  All  remaining  prizes  from  outing 
to  be  fished  for  roving.— R.  Marshall. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— The  sub-committee 
appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  smoking 
concert  on  March  11  met  last  Thursday,  and  a  very 
satisfactory  programme  was  put  forward  by  one  of  the 


members.  It  was  resolved  to  issue  the  invitations  to 
each  individual  member  on  March  C,  and  hopes  are 
entertained  that  a  good  muster  will  show  due  appre- 
ciation of  the  committee's  endeavours.  The  next 
item  on  the  society's  1901  programme  is  the  flv  and 
bait  casting  competition,  and  active  preparation  will 
be  made  this  week  to  carry  this  into  effect  at  as  early 
a  date  as  practicable. — Ernest  Webster. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— The  prize  not  won  on  Feb.  17 
was  fished  for  on  Feb.  24,  and  won  by  F.  Staniford, 
third,  with  a  good  show  of  dace  ;  W.  Payers  fourth, 
with  a  show  of  roach.  E.  Watson  also  weighed  in.' 
We  have  a  special  yearly  meeting  on  March  7. — 
W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  op  London  Angling  Clubs. — 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday  next,  March  4,  at  9  p.m.  sharp.— 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jimction,  S.W. — Members 
are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match  at  Bourne  End 
on  March  3  for  twelve  prizes.  Train  from  Battersea 
High  Street  7.45,  return  from  Bourne  End  7.40. 
There  will  be  a  special  meeting  to  arrange  a  consola- 
tion match  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a  prize 
during  season. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — The  final  outing  of  the 
season  will  be  fished  at  Pulborough — open  roving — all 
fish  to  weigh,  iwhen  three  prizes  are  offered.  On 
Feb.  ^4  we  had  another  fine  show  of  bream,  Mr. 
Spencer  weighing  in  a  couple  of  beauties.  Mr. 
McLachlan  and  Gisbourne  also  weighed  in. — F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  Angling 
Society,  at  the  Metropolitan,  Winchester  Street, 
King's  Cross,  on  March  4.  A  good  entertainment  will 
be  provided. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Our  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society  concert  takes  place  on  March  6,  and 
several  well-known  gentlemen  of  the  angling  world 
have  promised  their  support.  On  Feb.  24  our  members 
competed  for  five  prizes  at  Ware.  The  following 
weighed  in ;  Mr.  C.  Robinson,  roach ;  Mr.  C.  W. 
Keen,  jun.,  roach;  Mr.  E.  Hunt,  perch;  Mr.  A. 
Coulsen,  roach ;  Mr.  C.  Archer,  roach  (but  not  in  the 
match).  One  more  prize  to  be  fished  for  (conditions 
unaltered).  Our  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  box  will 
be  opened  on  concert  night  by  Ben  Abrahams. — E.  J. 
Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — On  Feb.  24  five  more  prizes  were  taken 
at  Cookham  by  the  following  members  :  fourth  prize, 
Mr.  Edgar  Morris;  fifth,  Mr.  C.  Scrafield ;  sixth, 
Mr.  F.  Melville;  seventh,  Mr.  W.Walker;  eighth, 
Mr.  T.  Collins.  There  are  now  eight  more  prizes  to 
be  competed  for  at  Cookham,  same  conditions,  on 
March  3.  Oar  second  club  match  takes  place  at 
INIarlow,  for  nineteen  prizes.  Roving  between  Marlow 
Bridge  and  Temple  Lock.  Two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Go  down  by  8.43  train  to  Marlow,  register  names  on 
arrival,  and  fish  not  later  than  7  o'clock,  and  return 
by  7.25  train  from  Marlow.  Reserved  coach  for 
Cobden  members  only  this  time.  Mr.  E.  Baxter  had 
61b.  15oz.  roach  on  Feb.  24. — A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  March  11  we 
have  our  annual  T.A.P.S.  concert  and  opening  of 
boxes.  On  this  occasion  the  cup  won  by  Mr.  J. 
Downes  in  the  Central  Competition  will  be  presented, 
also  the  prize  of  a  guinea  that  our  host,  Mr.  Wiles, 
gave  for  the  final  fish  off,  will  be  presented  to  Mr.  Field. 
We  hope  that  anglers  and  friends  will  accept  our 
invitation  to  be  with  us  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  E.  Elsey 
won  the  prize  that  was  fished  for  on  Feb.  24. — 

P.  P.  SORGE. 

Covent  Garden  Angling  Society,  King's  Arms, 
I  ong-acre,  W.C. — On  Feb.  24  Mr.  John  Massey  weighed 
in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  James  Massey  a  show  of  jack, 
the  largest  going  61b.  6Joz.  Mr.  Ive,  thinking  the  fish 
seemed  rather  full,  inspected  it,  and  found  that,  as 
well  aa  a  7in.  dace,  it  contained  a  smaller  jack  of 
about  lib.— W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  24  a  few  of  the 
members  ventured  out.  Messrs.  T.  Swain,  A.  Lloyd, 
and  R.  Mack  were  the  only  ones  to  score  with  roach 
and  dace.  On  Feb.  26  it  was  decided  that  the 
boundary  on  March  3  should  be  from  Stanstead  Bridge 
to  Rye  House  Bridge.  Roll  to  be  called  at  St. 
Margarets.  All  hands  to  travel  to  St.  Margarets  by 
the  eight  and  nine  o'clock  trains.  Members  and 
friends  are  invited  to  attend  our  concert  on  Tuesday, 
March  5,  for  the  benefit  of  the  restocking  and  netting 
fund,  when  Mr.  H.  Poore  will  introduce  his  funny 
fish — the  gramaphone.  Friends  will  meet  with  a 
hearty  welcome.  We  also  voted  a  prize  for  the  A.B.S. 
competition. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.  —  The  following 
members  have  weigh  ed  in :  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  Lane 


Millett,  roach ;  and  Severns,  roach  and  dace.  On 
March  14  our  next  return '  visit  takes  place.  On 
IMarch  10  last  match  of  the  season  takes  place  at 
Henley  ;  usual  conditions. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlspield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Next  outing,  March  3,  to  Wrays- 
bury,  the  Fleet  only.  We  are  offering  five  good  prizes 
for  this  event,  so  hope  that  members  will  support  tlie 
outing  and  save  the  prizes  being  carried  forward. 
First  prize,  challenge  cup  and  15s. ;  second,  rod,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Ogdon  Smith;  third,  138.  6d.  ;  fourtli, 
8s.  Gd.  ;  fifth,  5s.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction,  8.27, 
returning  from  Wraysbury  8.55.  On  Feb.  24  Messrs. 
Marter  and  Fulton  were  among  the  trout,  each  landing 
a  fish  well  over  61b.,  which  had  to  be  returned ;  may  it 
bo  their  luck  to  hook  them  again  when  the  trout 
season  reopens. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatobials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Mr.  Sergeant  weighed  in  another  nice  pike, 
lljlb.,  last  week.  On  March  9  and  10  we  have  a  prize 
outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel  for  gross  weight ;  boundary, 
Hoe  Mills  to  Little  Baddow  Bridge.  The  annual 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  April  9,  and  any 
proposals  for  alterations  to  rules  must  be  given  in 
writing  at  least  fourteen  days  beforehand.— H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union  Street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On 
Feb.  24  Mr.  Fred  Bourlet  had  six  jack  from  the 
association  water  at  Huntington,  weighing  over  331b., 
two  largest  161b.  The  following  also  had  fish— Messrs. 
Ellins,  James,  Baily,  and  Verity.  Members  wishing 
to  join  the  sweep,  can  do  so  in  the  bar  book. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — There  was  a  good  show 
of  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  jack  brought  in  by 
Maybury,  roach ;  Ovenden,  dace ;  Marks,  roach  and 
bream  ;  Jones,  jack.  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  at 
Burnt  Mill  on  Mar Jh  10  ;  pegged  down.— R.  Murphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Since  our  last  report  Mr.  Ide  has 
weighed  in  jack,  the  largest  fish  weighing  51b.  6oz. 
The  final  match  of  the  season  will  be  fished  on 
March  3  at  Windsor,  between  Boveney  Lock  and 
Surley  Hall.— E.  S.  C. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road. — On  Feb.  24  the  following 
members  were  successful :  Mr.  S.  Gillett,  first,  with 
perch  ;  Mr.  Bishop,  second,  perch  ;  Mr.  Hattemore, 
third,  perch;  Mr.  McGrath,  fourth,  dace;  Mr.  Wilt- 
shire, fifth,  roach  ;  Mr.  Cole,  sixth,  dace.  "The  remain- 
ing three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  March  3  at  Ware ; 
start  l)y  9.8  train,  and  show  fish  at  the  Victory,  at 
Ware,  6.30,  club-room  9.80,  and  weigh  at  10  o'clock. 
On  Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  Mr.  Norman  vacated  the  chair, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  him  for  his  services 
of  the  past  quarter,  and  Mr.  McGuiness  was  voted 
chairman  for  this  quarter.  Mr.  F.  Newton  weighed  in 
a  handsome  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and  also 
wins  the  specimen  roach  and  perch  of  the  month. — 
E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  The  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich. — The  final  roach  match  of  the  season  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  next  in  the  waters  of  the  Gipping 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  it  is  expected  that 
a  good  muster  will  turn  out  on  this  occasion.  Entries, 
accompanied  by  the  fee  of  Is.,  should  reach  me  before 
8  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  March  5. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Our  match  at  Shiplake 
was  a  success,  all  the  prizes  being  won  as  follows  : — ■ 
Mr.  Croker,  1st,  51b.  lljoz. ;  Mr.  Benny,  2nd ;  Mr. 
Reeves,  3rd ;  Mr.  Howard,  4th ;  Mr.  Leach,  5th  ;  Mr. 
Searl,  6th ;  all  with  roach,  Mr.  Benny  having  the 
heaviest  roach,  winning  Mr.  White's  prize.  We  take 
a  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  District  list. 
Date  later.  I  hope  members  will  kindly  come  up  on 
Tuesday  next  to  settle  for  programmes.  —  J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Messrs.  C.  Hayward  and  J.  Leonard  were  the  winners 
of  the  two  lapsed  prizes  competed  for  on  Feb.  24. 
Only  two  of  the  three  prizes  fished  for  on  Wednesday 
last  were  taken,  Messrs.  C.  Hayward  and  H.  Butt 
being  the  successful  competitors ;  the  remaining  one, 
with  two  added,  will  be  competed  for  on  March  13, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  The  members  will 
also  compete  for  three  "  Specials,"  on  March  10,  at 
Great  Marlow.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  Feb.  24  we 
fished  at  Bourne  End  for  seven  prizes,  the  prizes  being 
won  by  Messrs.  Hudson,  first,  21b.  lljoz.  ;  Clark, 
second,  21b.  8|oz. ;  Evens,  third,  lib.  5oz. ;  Richards, 
fourth,  lib.  loz. ;  Nelson,  fifth,  lib. ;  Farr,  sixth, 
15^02.  ;  and  Chivers,  seventh,  lloz.  Messrs.  Bowdrey, 
Asnton,  Gilbert,  and  Symes  also  having  fish.  The 
next  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  will  take  place  at 
the  above  on  Monday  next,  March  4. — W.-,Watting. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — We  hold  ten  match 
fixtures  for  the  ensuing  season,  the  first  of  "which 


March  2,  1901 


takes  place  in  the  Dee,  between  Chester  and  the  Iron 
Bridge,  on  March  10.  Messrs.  A.  Wainwright,  G.  and 
T.  Attwood,  A.  R.  Barclay,  W.  H.  Watkins,  and  others 
have  handsomely  contributed  to  the  prize  fund ;  the 
sum  o£  £10  being  received  at  our  last  two  meetings. 
The  members  are  busy  with  the  weeding  operations 
on  the  club's  waters,  which  up  to  now  have  proved  very 
successful.  We  are  also  netting  some  of  our  outlying 
waters  and  transferring  the  fish.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  the  consignment  of  about  a  million  fish 
which  were  placed  in  the  club's  waters  last  year  are 
coming  on  splendidly.  The  rainbow  trout  are  also 
thriving,  and  are  now  a  good  size  ;  we  intend  turning 
another  1,000  into  the  waters  this  season.  The  present 
season  bids  fair  to  be  a  very  prosperous  one  to  the 
association  in  every  respect. — Roach  Pole. 

Newbury  Piscatobials,  Jack  of  Newbury,  Kensal- 
road.  Upper  Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  above  society  took  place  on 
Feb.  21.  The  rules  were  read  and  unanimously  agreed 
upon.  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  become  members 
can  see  a  copy  of  the'  rules  at  the  bar.  On  Monday 
last,  Feb.  26,  Mr.  E.  Woodland,  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  this  society,  weighed  in  a  nice  pike  of  101b.  2oz. 
from  the  Welsh  Harp  waters,  which  was  greatly 
admired. — G.  Edmund  W.  Bahnes. 

Nobth-East  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On  Feb.  24 
only  two  members  weighed  in — Mr.  W.  Moore  and 
Mr.  E.  Lamb,  roach.  Our  special  meeting  is  ad- 
journed till  March  6. — G.  Taylob. 

Oglandeb  Piscatobial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander  Road,  East  Dulwich. — Messrs.  W.  E.Naylor, 
G.  Cartwright,  T.  Addison,  and  J.  T.  Coates  weighed 
in  roach,  dace,  and  perch  on  Feb.  24  from  the  river 
Thames.  On  March  3  we  have  a  "rover"  for  two 
prizes,  given  by  Messrs.  Watts  and  Williams,  for  jack  ; 
bank  only.  Members  can  use  their  other  tackle,  if 
they  like,  and  weigh  in  for  the  other  prizes  still 
running.  We  elected  four  new  members,  Messrs. 
Baines,  Over,  Bezant,  and  Fowler.  We  have  lost  two 
more  members  (Messrs.  Tatchell  and  Turner),  who 
have  joined  the  ranks  for  South  Africa.  Messrs.  Wood 
and  Moyler  were  elected  delegates  for  March  4.  Com- 
mittee meet  on  Friday,  March  1. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Haep  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — On  Feb.  17  several  pike  were 
tak^en,  but  being  under  size  were  duly  returned.  On 
Feb.  22  one  thousand  roach  were  turned  in  from 
Lincolnshire,  all  in  the  best  of  condition.  On  Feb.  24 
Mr.  Fleming  had  a  pike,  81b.;  Mr.  Preston,  one,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Holman,  one,  5^1b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  one,  ejlb. 
Messrs.  Cannon,  Smith,  Sparkle,  and  company  had 
several  smaller  ones,  which  they  put  back.  —  G. 
Schultz. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— On  Feb.  24  Mr.  J.  Hopton  had  chub 
and  jack,  and  Mr.  J.  Reitz  perch.  Will  all  members 
please  attend  on  March  5,  as  we  have  some  important 
business. — H.  Gates. 

Pbckham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  March  series 
takes  place  on  March  3  at  Pulborough  from  Swan 
Bridge  to  Greatham  Bridge,  Ashe's  Farm  side  of 
river  only.  We  have  postponed  our  meeting  on 
March  5  in  order  to  visit  the  Blackfriars,  on  which 
occasion  our  president  will  take  the  chair.— T.  G. 

GiBBS. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.' —  Several  members  were  at 
Harlow  on  Feb.  24,  but  only  one  prize  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Bouftler  with  some  superfine  perch.  The  two 
prizes  left  over  will  be  fished  for  roving  on  March  10. 
— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatobials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — The  club  outing  to  Cookham 
on  Feb.  24  was  a  success  so  far  that  all  the  prizes 
were  taken.  W.  Shepherd  was  first,  Mr.  Pavne  second, 

G.  Huggins  third,  T.  Fisher  fourth,  ,J.  Taylor  fifth, 
F.  Uoates  sixth,  F.  Cook  seventh,  H.  Price  eighth. 
W.  Shepherd  also  took  the  gross  weight  prize  of  the 
day.    C.  Strayton  also  weighed  in. — Geo.  Keene. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  outing  to  Bourne 
End  on  Feb.  17  was  a  failure,  as  only  one  prize  was 
taken,  Iilr.  Musgrave  being  the  winner.  On  Feb.  24 
we  were  saved  from  a  blank  day  by  two  small  shows 
by  Messrs.  Emery  and  Podger.  March  18  will  be 
quarterly  night.  Members  requiring  tickets  for  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  Lea  competition  must 
let  me  know  on  or  before  that  date.  Secretaries 
who  have  not  yet  made  their  returns  of  cash  or 
unsold  tickets  for  the  Tompkins  Benefit  will  oblige 
by  doing  so,  as  the  comrqittee  desire  to  close  same. — 
F.  Thohling, 

Seymour  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,Grafton-street,Fitzroy-square,  W. — At  the  return 
visit  on  Feb.  2.5  last  our  club-room  was  well  filled, 
some  capital  songs  being  rendered  by  Messrs.  Walker, 
A.  Lingfield,  Arrigoni,  E.  Galvin,  Coultman,  W.  Antony, 

H.  Wyman,  W.  Styles,  C.  Yorke,  T.  Wye,  and  several 
others.  Mr.  C.  Watting  called  the  roll,  and  fifteen 
clubs  were  represented.  Feb.  24  was  our  last  outing, 
when  the  following  were  successful :  Messrs.  W,  Roach, 
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first ;  T.  Pennell,  second ;  B.  Smith,  third ;  Bert 
Atkins,  fourth  ;  C.  Henson,  fifth  ;  T.  Barnes,  sixth  ; 
H.  Docker,  seventh  ;  E.  Burden,  eighth. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Oovent  Garden. — On  Feb.  24  Mr. 
Phillips  weighed  in  chub,  101b.  (largest,  21b.  14oz.),  and 
on  Feb.  2G  Mr.  Grammer,  chub,  roach,  and  perch, 
17^1b.  Mr.  WooUon  had  the  experience  of  landing 
eleven  rainbow  trout  in  the  river  Thames  :  they 
averaged  Jib.  apiece,  and  were  in  fine  condition.  Of 
course,  they  were  carefully  returned.  Tuesday  next, 
March  5,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  be  present. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  March  5, 
and  all  anglers  are  earnestly  invited  to  support  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial,  Southwark 
Street,  Blackfriars  end,  on  that  evening. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Mr.  C.  Bolding  weighed  in  some 
fine  roach  on  Feb.  24.  Our  members  have  been  very 
unfortunate  this  quarter  in  their  takes  of  fish. 
March  4  is  the  date  of  our  return  visit,  when  we  hope 
to  see  as  many  of  our  brother  anglers  as  can  make  it 
convenient  to  attend. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Our  match  on  Feb.  24  was  a 
success,  all  the  prizes  being  taken  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
Jenkins  first,  Ansty  second,  H.  Payne  third,  Brook- 
man  fourth,  W.  Shepheard  fifth.  Sheen  sixth  ;  Mr. 
Eyke  also  having  fish.  Our  president  has  signified 
his  intention  of  being  present  at  our  annual  dinner 
(Parliamentary  duties  permitting)  to  be  held  on 
March  26.— A.  P. 

Steatford  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— On  Feb.  24  Mr.  Simmons 
had  a  fine  chub,  31b.  12^oz. ;  Messrs.  Sandiland  and 
Race,  roach.  We  have  a  prize  outing  for  six  prizes  on 
March  10  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  radius  from  Black  Bridge 
to  the  Paper  Mill-road  Bridge.  Peg  down  first  hour  ; 
cease  fishing  5. .30.  Weigh  in  at  the  Sportsman  Arms. 
— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Our  outing  to  Taplow  was  a 
great  success,  nineteen  members  going  down,  and  all 
caught  fish,  the  following  weighing  in  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  :  Mr.  Carpenter,  31b.  Joz. ;  Mr.  French, 
21b.  15Joz.  ;  Mr.  Roach,  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Hare,  21b. ; 
Mr.  Adams,  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Smith,  lib.  9Joz.  ;  Mr. 
Thomas,  lib.  9Joz.,  winning  the  gross  weight  prizes  in 
rotation.  Also  weighed  in :  Messrs.  Lock,  Gregory, 
Thorpe,  Phelps,  Cartwright.  Mr.  W.  Lock  won  Mr. 
King's  cup  with  a  roach  lib.  2oz.,  Mr  French  and 
Smith  also  winning  private  prizes.  Mr.  Carpenter 
won  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Buriiham  between  the 
three  members  who  presented  their  cases  of  fish  to  the 
club  which  they  won  in  our  last  competition.  On 
Tuesday  next  we  ma,ke  conditions  for  our  last  outing 
this  season. — W.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatobial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — Our  members  held  a  gross  weight  com- 
petition on  Feb.  24.  First  prize,  presented  by  Mr. 
Greenwood,  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Turner;  second  prize, 
presented  by  the  club,  was  won  by  Mr.  Greenwood  ; 
third  prize,  presented  by  Mr.  C.  Carter,  was  won  by 
H.  M.  Easton.  A  general  meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  8.30  p.m. — G.  Baeeow. 

Victoeia  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — Mr.  Austin 
weighed  in  a  splendid  show  of  roach.  We  have  a  visit 
on  the  Central  List  on  March  14,  when  we  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  any  club  members  and  friends. — 
W.  H.  B. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C. — We 
have  had  some  very  nice  fish  weighed  in  during  the 
past  week,  Mr.  John  Crowley  showing  two  very  nice 
jack  of  nearly  91b.  each;  Mr.  Cuddon,  a  couple  of 
jack  going  71b. ;  Mr.  Hilton  Davis,  some  roach  and  dace ; 
and  another  member,  IGf  lb.  of  roach.  Members  are 
reminded  that  our  annual  winter  dinner  will  be  held 
on  March  7  at  the  Manchester  Hotel  at  7  p.m.,  and 
they  are  requested  to  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible 
whether  they  will  attend,  and  the  number  of  their 
friends. — Matt.  Cuddon. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association. — At  a 
meeting  of  the  above  club  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel 
recently,  Mr.  J.  V.  Savage  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  C.  Davey  the  vice-chair.  Mr.  T.  Foote  was  elected 
president  for  the  ensuing  season ;  Mr.  Savage,  chair- 
man ;  Mr.  Davey,  vice-chairman  ;  Mr.  Pryor,  trea- 
surer; Mr.  Newby,  hon.  secretary.  The  following 
were  appointed  the  committee :  Messrs.  Dicks,  Ed- 
monds, Garton,  Hemmings,  Newcombe,  Marshall, 
Power,  W.  Wheatley,  F.  Wheatley,  Warner,  and  Hall. 
The  following  gentlemen  kindly  promised  prizes  for 
specimen  fish  caught  during  the  coming  season :  Mr. 
Newcombe  for  specimen  roach ;  ^Ir.  fliggs,  bream ; 
Mr.  Savage,  barbel ;  INIr.  Pryor,  chub.  March  7, 
meeting ;  March  14,  competition ;  March  14,  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes. — H.  Newby. 

Wandswobth  Piscatobial,  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth. — We  fished  our  match  at  Rich- 
mond on  Feb.  24,  when  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs. 
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Langshaw,  Mills,  Parker,  and  Tringham,  Mr.  Lang- 
shaw  being  the  only  member  having  enough  fisli  to 
take  a  prize.  Match  will  be  continued  on  March  3 ; 
same  conditions.  \Yill  members  kindly  attend  next 
week  for  important  business  ?— T.  Tringham. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Feb.  24  our  roving  compe- 
tition took  place.  Only  three  of  our  member.s  weighed 
in,  having  a  very  nice  show  of  roach.  Mr.  Sizer  and 
Mr.  Odart,  roach  and  dace ;  and  Mr.  Kent,  roach, 
porch,  and  jack.  On  March  3  we  have  an  outing  to 
Burnt  Mill  for  special  prizes,  and  the  lapsed  prizes 
will  also  be  fished  for  at  the  same  place.  Members 
wishing  .to  compete  for  these  prizes  to  sign  the  book 
at  Burnt  Mill  Station. — W.  Callant. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  prize  outing 
takes  place  on  March  3 ;  members  may  fish  where 
they  please,  but  must  start  from  London  after  6  a.m. 
By  express  wish  of  the  giver,  a  sizeable  fish  can  take 
the  first  and  third  prizes.  IMembers  please  note. — 
W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Feb.  24  we  had  a  nice  show  of 
fish  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Styman  (perch)  and  Mr. 
Buckingham  (jack).  Mr.  Renn  also  had  roach  and 
chub,  but  did  not  weigh  in.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
good  attendance  of  members  at  our  next  meeting,  as 
we  have  several  more  prizes  to  fish  for. — H.  Weir. 

West  Ham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Feb.  24  the 
following  weighed  in:  Messrs.  H.  Mills,  W.  Burling, 
F.  Homer,  and  R.  Pethurst— roach.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  of  our  match  on  March  3  at  Windsor,  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  all  to  go  by  the  train 
that  1  oaves  Stratford  at  7.23  on  the  morning, — 
R.  Lowtheb. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Mr.  Carter  took  first  prize  in  our 
club  match  on  Feb.  21,  and  Mr.  Parsons  fourth  prize. 
Mr.  Cox,  jun.,  on  Feb.  24,  second  prize,  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Martin  third  pri^e.  Mr.  Martin  had  a  specimen  roach 
from  Amberley,  lib.  8oz.,  which  was  the  winner  of  the 
winch  presented  by  Mr.  Glass.  Mr.  Carter  had  a  fine 
show  of  roach  also  on  Feb.  24  from  Staines. — J.  J. 
Huntee. 


Jingling  ^nxixxves. 


SSarcIi  3. 

Allason  United  :  Sweepstake  match. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

Blackfriars  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

Dalston  :  Match  at  Stansted. 

Earlsfield  :  Match  at  Wraysbury. 

Elgin :  Roving  match. 

Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Tilehurst. 

Harlesden  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

HoxtoniBrothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Match. 

Twickenham :  Competition. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorials :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Warwick  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Wellington  :  Outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
March  4. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting,  etc.,  committee. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Lincoln  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Stepney  Brothers  :  Visit, 
niarch  5. 

Blackfriars :  Visit. 

Clissold :  A.B.S.  Concert. 
IVIarch  6. 

Ipswich  Piscatorials :  Match. 
March  7. 

Walton  and  Cotton  :  Annual  dinner. 


March  10. — Duke  of  Norfolk :  Match  at  Henley. 

„  10. — Good  Intent :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

„  10. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

\  ,,  10. — Phcenix  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  10.— Stratford  :  JIatch  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

,,  10. — United  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 

,,  11. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12. — Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  13.— B.3.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  P.  G.  Aflalo. 

,,  13. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  14.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Visit. 

,,  14. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  14. — Walton  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Lantern  lecture. 

,,  20. — Bath  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20.— British  Sea  -A.nglers  :  .Annual  dinner. 

,,  24. — A.B.S. :  Lea  competition. 

,,  24. — Amicable  Brothers :  Outing  to  St.  Mar- 
garets. 

26. — Stockwell :  .\nnual  dinner. 
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THE  FISHING  OAZETTB 


March  2,  1901 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent-garden,  on  Monday  next  (Itlarch  4). 


Me.  C.  W.  Ke  MP,  of  Ber-street,  Norwich,  fishing  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yare,  Whitliugham,  near 
Norwich,  on  Monday,  Tuesdaj^  and  a  part  of  Wednes- 
day, landed  seventy-five  bream,  which  are  now  in  the 
best  condition,  and  scaled  from  lib.  to  31b.  each. 
With  a  little  warmer  weather,  the  water  the  desired 
colour,  and  the  wind  from  south  to  west,  some  very 
large  catches  may  be  expected  from  now  till  the  last 
week  in  April.  These  reaches  have  just  been  dredged, 
and  there  are  large  iquautities  of  fish  up  in  conse- 
quence. 


■  "  Now  is  the  winter  of  our  discontent,"  etc.  If  not 
"  glorious  summer,"  there  is  a  pleasant  hour  or  two 
in  store  listening  to  the  post-prandial  speeches.  On 
March  6,  at  the  Cecil,  the  Fly  Fishers  will  dine  under 
the  presidency  of  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle.  On  March  11, 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  the  Piscatorials  will  dine 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  with  Mr. 
Robert  C.  Blundell  in  the  vice-chair.'  This  is  always 
a  very  attractive  fimction,  as  ladies  are  invited.  On 
March  12  the  Gresham  Anglers  will  dine  at  the  Man- 
chester Hotel,  when  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  will  preside. 
Then  follow  (shortly)  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  and 

the  Tackle  Trades  dinners  ;  and  then   The  close 

season. 


"I  HAVE  pleasure  in  announcing,"  says  "  Halcyon" 
in  the  weekly  supplement  to  the  Leeds  Mercury,  "  that 
the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers  have  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  Alfred  G. 
Jardine,  the  noted  pike  fisher,  to  deliver  a  lecture  on 
'  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing,'  at  the  Albert  Hall,  Leeds, 
on  March  12.  There  is  no  need  for  me  to  expiate  on 
Mr.  Jardiue's  abilities  as  an  angler,  and  I  feel  sure 
that  his  lecture  will  prove  most  interesting.  Jardine 
is  '  a  real  good  sort,'  and  capital  company.  I  can 
speak  from  experience,  having  spent  many  happy 
hours  with  him,  both  on  the  banks  of  the  Wharfe,  at 
Burnsall,  and  in  the  smoke-room  of  the  London  Fly 
Fishers'  Club.  I  hope  that  '  Alfred  the  Great,'  as  he 
is  termed  by  his  intimate  friends,  will  have  a  good 
audience  of  Leeds  anglers." 


On  Wednesday,  Feb.  20,  there  was  laid  to  his  rest, 
in  the  quiet  and  beautiful  old  churchyard  of  Bibury, 
one  of  the  best  sportsmen  on  the  Cotswold  Hills,  at 
an  advanced  age.  Deceased  was  one  of  the  best  trout 
fishers  of  his  day,  and  up  to  last  season  could  still 
make  a  good  left-handed  cast,  having  lost  an  arm 
some  years  ago.  IMr.  Mills,  who  lived  at  Ablington 
was  a  great  friend  of  the  late  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  author  of 
"A  Cotswold  Village,"  and  is  one  of  the  characters 
introduced  into  the  book.  Mr.  Mills  held  a  recoid  for 
the  best  creel  on  the  Coin,  having  one  day,  to  his  own 
rod,  on  heavily  stocked  water,  killed  no  less  than 
thirty-two  brace  of  pound  trout.  He  was  a  fly  fisher 
of  the  old  school  of  wet  fly  fishing. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fisheries,  held  at  Norwich 
Mr.  Wm.  Hewlett,  of  Barton  Jlills,  asked  that  all  the 
members  of  the  district  committee,  twenty-two  in 
number,  might  be  made  bailiffs  of  the  river  Lark 
between  Bury  St.  Edmmids  and  Prickwillow.  The 
motion  was  adopted.  Mr.  Hewlett  also  asked  that  he 
might  have  power  to  authorise  one  of  the  bailiffs  of 
the  Lark  to  take  small  trout  from  the  tributaries  and 
dykes  and  put  them  into  the  main  river.  At  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  the  fish  got  into  the  dvkes,  and 
often  died  there  by  reason  of  the  water  falling.  '  The 
matter  is  being  considered  by  a  special  committee. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  will  hold  the  tenth  Annual 
Fisheries  Exhibition  there  fi-om  Thursdav  next  for 
four  weeks.  It  will  be  an  interesting  and'  attractive 
display.  To  facilitate  the  convenience  of  ano-lers 
.secretaries  of  clubs  can  purchase  tickets  for°the 
Aquarium  at  the  rate  of  4s.  per  dozen  for  their 
members.  The  display  will  not  in  any  way  interfere 
with  the  entertainments,  which  are  just  no'w  particu- 
larly strong,  and  well  deserve  a  visit.  A  costume 
carnival  is  to  be  held  in  the  Roller  Skatin<^  Rink  St 
Stephen's  Hall,  on  Thursday  next.  °         '  ' 


"I  wasn't  aware  until  the  other  day  that  the  1901 
pennies  bore  the  portrait  of  the  Queen's  mother-in- 
law,"  said  Brown.  "Dear  me!"  replied  Jones- 
■■neither  was  I— do  they?"  "Have  a  look,"  said 
Brown,  handing  Jones  a  copper  coin.  Jones,  after 
looking  at  the  coin  for  about  twenty  minutes,  gave  it  up 
and  said,  "  I  can  see  nothing  but' the  Queen's  head 
"  That's  not  the  '  Queen's  '  head  !  "  shouted  Brown  as 
he  got  out  of  reach.  "  That's  the  Queeu's  mothar-m- 
Law  s  head.  Queen  Alexandra's  mother-in-law  see  ?  " 


The  largest  sturgeon  ovgr  landed  on  the  east  coast 
has  been  brought  into  Lowestoft  by  the  smack  MoSs 
Rose,  its  measurements  being  nine  feet  from  tip  to 
tail  and  over  three  feet  round.    It  sold  for  ±7. 


This  is  not  another  "Eel  Story,"  but  an  extract 
from  the  Gulden  Fenny  :  "  The  main  objection  to 
snakes,"  said  Mr.  Cross,  "is  their  appetite.  Thev  eat 
such  peculiar  things,  too.  Some  time  ago  a  python 
swallowed  a  porcupine,  and  a  few  days  later  the  quills 
began  to  protrude  from  his  skin.  '  There's  nothing 
whatever  to  laugh  at— it's  an  absolute  fact.  We  sold 
it  for  a  freak,  and  the  exhibitor  who  purchased  it 
made  no  end  of  money.  Then,  again,  a  boa  once  took 
a  meal  oft'  a  valuable  Rhesus  monkey  which  was 
caged  near  its  tank.  There  was  a  cha'iu  round  the 
monkey's  neck,  and,  natm-ally  enough,  it  followed  in 
the  wake  of  the  monkey.  The  bar  at  tlie  extremity 
lodged  across  the  snake's  jaw  and  made  the  reptile 
rather  bilious.  Of  course,  when  we  discovered  what 
had  occurred  we  pulled  the  chain  up  again."  "  Was 
the  monkey  still  at  the  end?"  I  asked,  innocently. 
Mr.  Cross  proffered  no  reply,  but  led  the  way  over  a 
Wooden  bridge  into  the  lion-house. 


out  of  a  drawcr  I  threw  one  down  on  the  carpet,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  it  show  signs  of  life  on  the  approach 
of  the  cat.  The  cat  seemed  to  bo  surprised,  and 
scarcely  knew  how  to  deal  with  it  at  first.  The  same 
thing  took  place  with  the  remaining  fish.  I  had 
placed  the  fish  belly  to  belly,  and  the  paper  had  a 
number  of  folds.  At  Sunderland  I  have  known  a 
conger  eel  retain  life  on  a  fishmonger's  slab  for  days. 
It  may  have  been  taken  off  at  nights— I  cannot 
remember  about  that." 


Coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before.  On 
March  1.5  the  Thames  (and  many  other  rivers)  will 
be  closed  to  coarse  fishers  for  three  months,  but  on 
April  1  trout  anglers  mav  fnll  nv  tli(  ir  favourite  sport. 
I  hear  that  Mr.  C.  H.  Wb.-=-l.-\  I  -  i  a  ken  a  rainbow  trout 
from  the  Tliamos  (She[)[jcn  :!i  ili^tncL)  ;  a  bank  angler, 
fishing  with  gentles,  no  less  than  twelve ;  and  a 
member  of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society  (Mr. 
Woollen),  eleven  (averaging  12o/..  each).  Of  course 
they  were  all  returned  safely.  I  feel  certain  that  these 
anglers  were  not  all  chagrined  at  having  to  "  unstick  " 
these  sporting  fish  ;  but  there  are  some  who  would, 
under  the  circumstances,  find  it  difficult  to  keep  their 
"  wool-Ion." 


Among  the  hardships  that  attend  the  life  of  the 
deep-sea  fisherman  there  are  no  more  poignant  than 
sickness  at  sea,  and  in  several  countries  organisations 
exist,  supported  by  public  sympathy  and  the  public 
purse,  to  provide  medical  necessaries'  and  comforts  to 
sick  fishermen.  The  labours  of  the  Mission  to  Deep- 
Sea  Fishermen  in  tliis  country,  the  oldest  and  the  best 
institution  of  the  kind,  are  well  known  and  appreciated  : 
yet  it  is  not  in  this  country  that  the  conditions  of  sick 
fishermen  are  most  onerous.  "  Very  few  British  fisher- 
men," says  "Quibbon,"  in  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette, 
"  I  imagine,  except  those  engaged  in  trawlers  on  the 
fleeting  system,  are  very  long  from  port,  and  the  great 
majority  are  not  absent  more  than  a  few  days.  In 
France  it  is  different.  There  1G,000  flshermeu  pursue 
cod  fishing  for  seven  or  eight  months  ever\-  voar  in 
waters  m^re  or  less  distaut—namelv,  10,000"  at  New- 
foundland, 4000  at  Iceland,  and  2000  in  the  North 
Sea,  and  during  this  period  their  lives  are  passed 
under  hygienic  conditions  of  a  very  defective  kind. 
The  death-rate  is  accordingly  considerable,  recent 
statistics  showing  that  for  a  mean  period  of  six 
mouths  the  mortality  may  range  from  28  to  25  per 
1000,  while  among  the  mercantile  marine,  or  in  the 
army,  during  the  same  period,  it  is  only  about  3 
per  1000.  The  battle  for  the  codfish  on  the  New- 
foundland Banks  is  thus  more  deadly  to  the  French 
sailors  than  were  the  combats  of  Magenta  and 
Solferino,  when  the  mortality  was  12  and  13  per  JOOO 
resxsectively." 


Ma.  A.  E.  ]\Iason,  fishing  the  Thorney  Weir  Club 
Water  on  the  Colue  on  Feb.  22,  killed  a  handsome 
pike  of  111b.  12oz. 


At  the  opening  of  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  Tweed 
at  Norham,  the  vicar,  Mr.  Green,  offered  up  a  prayer 
for  the  success  of  the  season's  work.  Such  a  ceremony, 
though  familiar  elsewhere,  was  new  to  the  local 
fishermen,  and  they  were  curious  to  know  the  result 
of  the  first  "  shot."  It  yielded  some  ten  fish.  At 
other  stations  on  the  Tweed  that  opening  day's 
catches  were  much  in  excess  of  those  for  many  years 
past. 

Mr.  W.  Falconeb  writes  :  "Whilst  sxfinning  for 
pike  on  Feb.  19  in  the  Hampshire  Stour  a  pike  came 
at  the  lure  I  was  using,  and  departed  taking  with  him 
the  tail  triangle,  the  link  of  which  had  opened  at  the 
brazing.  Quickly  fixing  a  roach  on  to  a  crocodile 
spinner,  I  cast  again,  and  landed  a  pike  of  91b.  with 
the  lost  triangle  stuck  in  his  jaw.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  that  pike  got  off  with  the  triangle,  leaving 
the  opened  link  behind,  as  my  line  was  never  slack. 
Previous  to  this  I  had  landed  on  the  same  lure  a  -i^lh. 
chub.    The  lure  was  a  spoon  phantom." 


On  Saturday  last,  in  company  with  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry,  I  inspected  one  of  the  handsomest  pike  I  ever 
saw.  It  was  beautifully  proportioned,  aud  weighed 
1911).  12oz.  It  was  in  Messrs.  Farlow's  windo\v,  191, 
Strand,  to  whom  it  had  been  consigned  for  preserva- 
tion, but  the  name  of  the  captor  was  not  stated. 


Mr.  J.  J.  II.,  of  Berwick-on-Tweed,  relates  the 
following  story  of  the  tenacity  of  life  in  fish:  "One 
day,  walking  up  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  I  espied  some 
small  freshwater  flatfish,  so,  knowing  they  were  of  no 
commercial  value,  I  asked  leave  of  the  salmon  fishers 
to  take  a  few  of  them.  Getting  leave,  I  carefully 
wrapped  what  appeared  two  dead  fish  in  a  newspaper, 
with  a  view  to  the  regalement  of  my  cat  (one  I  had 
brought  from  Sunderland).  Not  seeing  the  aforesaid 
cat  that  or  the  next  day  (after  the  manner  of  cats),  1 
had  forgotten  the  matter  until  the  cat  appeared  on  the 
scene.    It  had  smelt  the  fish,  so  taking  the  fish  (two) 


It  has  just  transpired  that  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the 
Battersea  Frieiidlics,  landed  a  rainbow  trout  of  about  a 
pound  at  Reading  on  Feb.  24,  and  Messrs.  Martcr  and 
Fulton,  of  the  Earlsfield  Angling  Societv,  each  landed 
a  trout  from  Teddington,  "well  over  Gib."  Whether 
the  G-pounders  were  rainbows  or  "new  stars"  is  not 
stated.  It  has  been  said  that  rainbow  trout  go  home 
—or  somewhere—;',^  s.jmh  as  possiljle  after  being  turned 
in,  but  those  captiir.  s  w  .nld  mukv  it  appear  that  they 
are  fond  of  the  Thames. 


SeveeaL  consignments  of  trout  passed  through 
London  last  week  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Com- 
pany. The  fish  were  mostly  two-year-olds,  and  were 
despatched  in  eight  different  consignments  from 
Liverpool  Street,  Charing  Cross,  and  Victoria  Stations. 
They  were  accompanied  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry,  and  it  says  a  good  deal  for  the  management 
that  after  their  long  journey  from  Lancashire  they 
reached  their  destinations  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
fish. 


The  2rjth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Reading 
aud  District  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Feb.  23, 
at  the  Great  Westei-n  Hotel,  Reading.  In  consequence 
of  the  lamented  death  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria 
the  usual  annual  diimei-  was  not  held  on  this  occasion. 
At  the  meeting  Mr.  James  Simouds,  the  .president, 
occupied  the  cliai  i',  and  there  was  a  satisfactory  attend- 
ance, ineludiiiy  Ahv-.-is.  Henry  Creed  and  Arthur  C. 
Butler,  vice-presidents;  Dr.  W.  T.  Freeman,  Messrs. 
W.  'G.  Flanagan,  W.  Bonnv,  Fredk.  Brown  (hon. 
secretary),  W.  Hickie,  W.  Gait  Millar,  T.  Mackiill, 
Geo.  Higgs,  Horace  J.  Gardner,  and  Harry  Meaby.' 
The  report  and  l)alance-sheet  were  read  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  and  unanimously  approved  and  "ordered  to 
lio  printed  and  circulated  in  the  usual  manner. 


W  FfRST  Fisherman:  "Any  sport,  sir?"  Second 
Fisherman:  "I  should  think  sol  See  this  chap 
[a  two-ounce  roach]  ?  Just  collared  him.  Been  after 
him  for  a  week  and  more  !  " 


The  following  from  an  American  paper  is  entitled 
"  A  Square  Meal '-'  :  "  An  Irishman  went  into  an  eating- 
house  in  Minneapolis  and  asked  for  a  '  square  meal.' 
The  waitress  first  brought  him  a  bowl  of  soup,  which 
Pat  drank  with  a  relish.  She  then  brought  in  celery, 
which  soon  went  the  way  of  the  soup.  She  then 
brought  a  flue  lobster.  He  looked  at  the  lobster  for  a 
minute,  and  then  rebelled.  '  Madame,'  he  said, 
'  oi've  drank  your  dishwater  and  ate  your  bouquet, 
but  I'll  be  dom'd  if  oi'll  eat  the  bug.'  " 


This  is  from  an  English  cantemporary :  "A 
'gintleman  av  the  ould  counthry,'  who  had  over  lived 
a  somewhat  needy  and  rustic  existence,  suddenly  came 
into  a  tidy  bit  of  money,  and,  wishing  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  thereof,  came  to  London  to  see  life.  A  couple 
of  his  fellow-countrymen  took  him  in  hand,  and  after 
rigging  him  in  presental)le  clothes  took  him  as  a 
preliminary  to  a  West-end  lestaurant  to  dine.  Just 
for  tlie  joke  of  it  they  began  to  oj-rter  things  tliey  were 
sure  lie  had  never  heard  of.  First  they  had  some 
consomme.  After  his  first  taste  the  gentleman  looked 
somewhat  dubiously  at  it,  but  seeing  his  friends  were 
taking  theirs  he  followed  suit  without  comment. 
They  then  ordered  some  celery,  which  he  was  also 
bidden  to  eat.  He  looked  at  the  stalks  suspiciously, 
but,  seeing  that  they  partook  first,  again  followed 
suit,  but  this  time  reluctantly.  They  then  ordered 
some  crabs,  but  wlien  the  Irishman  saw  his  he 
rebelled.  He  pushed  it  from  him.  'I've  dhruuk  yer 
dishwather,'  he  said — '  ay,  and  I've  swally'd  yer 
bouquet ;  but  I'm  hanged  if  I'll  ate  that  bug !  '  " 
Now  we  find  how  easily  lobsters  may  be  converted 
into  crabs.  Dragnet, 
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mtist  arrive  by  first  2?ost  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Bene- 
volent Society  met  on  Thursday  evening  last  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association, 
when  certain  matters  of  importance  re  the  intro- 
duction of  new  members  to  the  society  was  discussed. 
It  having  been  suggested  that   some  inducement 
should  be  held  out  to  the  secretaries  of  the  clubs, 
so  that  they  may  use  their    influence   to  make 
more  members,  the  matter  was  placed  before  the 
committee,  and    at    the  next    meeting  no  doubt 
something  may  be  done  in  the  matter,    as  sug- 
gested  by    Mr.   T.    Coles,    the    president    of  the 
society. — The  new  Acock's  Green  Society  are  now 
in    possession  of  their  travelling  cards,   and  the 
members  are  arranging  for  an  outing  up  the  Severn 
at  an_  early  date.     The  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  newly  formed  society  are  very  partial  to 
the  Severn,  and  under  the  guidance  of  the  president, 
Mr.  Gilchrist,  they  will  visit  the  majority  of  the 
best    sgots    where    fish    are    known    to  abound. 
Hampton  Lode  will  be  the  first  place  to  be  visited, 
and  other  places  near  to  Bridgnorth  will  be  visited 
later  on.— Several  portions  of  the  Myra  Canal,  near  to 
Stoke  Golding,  are  to  let,  and  I  hear  of  the  Brook- 
field  Society  succeeding  in  renting  a  portion  of  it, 
which  has  been  the  means  of  a  large  number  of 
new  members  joining  the  society,   which  now  is 
<;lose  upon  one  hundred  members. — The  new  Nether- 
ton    Club    is    making  members  fast,   and    I  am 
informed  by  the  secretary  that  they  will  be  the 
strongest  club  in  the  district  as  soon  as  they  are  in 
possession  of  their  travelling  cards. — We  are  now 
having  a  spell  of  fine  weather  and  our  members  are 
doing  well  with  the  pike.    Mr.  H.  Dare  has  been 
domg  well  on  the  Trent,  and  some  very  good  fish  have 
been  taken  from  several  private  pools.    Some  good 
catches  of  mixed  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Severn,  and  a  few  of  our  members  have  done  well 
with  the  roach  on  the  Avon  intheDefiordandPershore 
district. — The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  decided 
to  run  the  members  of  our  association  to  Pershore. 
This  will  be  a  great  boon  to  anglers,  as  they  will  be 
able  to  get  to  this  favourite  resort  quicker  than  by 
the  G.W.R.     A  change  will  have  to  be  made  at 
Worcester,  but  this  will  cause  very  little  delay,  as  the 
journey  will  be  made  in  half  the  time  occupied  by 
the  G.W.R. — Several  of  our  clubs  are  arranging 
contests    on    the    canal    at    Kingsbury  before  the 
close    time    comes    in,    and    I    hear    of    a  few 
clubs  going  to  Wilmcote  and  Brearley.    Some  decent 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  latter  places  during  the 
last  week,  and  some  very  good  dace  have  been  taken 
from  the  river  Alne,  near  to  Aston  Cantlow.  With 
fine  weather  a  large  number  of  our  members  Will  turn 
out  on  March  3  and  4,  when  no  doubt  something 
worth  recording  will  come  to  hand. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Pike  fishermen  have  been  doing  extremely  well  on 
most  waters  during  the  past  few  days.  A  large  number 
of  rods  have  been  at  work  on  the  Witham,  especially 
on  the  lower  lengths,  where  many  good  fish  have  been 
captured.  Five  and  a  half  brace  killed  below  Lan<^rick 
on  Monday  weighed  461b.  ;  and  another  rod  secured 
three  brace  averaging  close  upon  41b.  apiece.  In  the 
Dogdyke  and  Tattershall  districts,  trolling  enthusiasts 
have  been  equally  successful.  The  brighter  weather 
has  also  mduced  many  sportsmen  to  try  their  luck  on 
the  Forty-Foot.  Pike  fishing  has  been  most  success- 
fully prosecuted,  and  the  spinning  tackle  has  accounted 
for  some  heavy  bags.  One  angler  landed  over  501b  of 
pike  from  the  waters  in  the  Hubbert's  Bridge  district 
one  day  last  week,  including  a  brace  weighing  211b 
Those  operatmg  in  the  Donington  district  have  taken 
many  a  good  fish  from  the  river  between  the  Sloop  Inn 
and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bridge.  Here  there 
are  some  prodigious  pike,  but  anglers  who  have  been 
ni  quest  of  them  have  not  been  able  to  account  for 
anything  beyond  71b.  Trolling  has  also  been  in  full 
swing  on  the  Welland  and  Glen,  and  anglers  generally 
appear  to  be  making  the  most  of  the  short  time  that 
remains  before  the  advent  of  the  close  season.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  pursued  with  marked  success  on  the 
Bam,  but  this  branch  of  sport  on  other  waters  calls 
lor  no  special  mention.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday 
evening)  the  waters  were  in  the  pink  of  condition. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

,  The  weather  has  been  rather  favourable  for  angling 
during  the  past  week  in  this  district,  consequently 
anglers  have  had  little  to  complain  of  in  that  respect 
ancl  the  rivers  and  streams  are  now  (Wednesday) 
mostly  m  very  fair  condition,  so  that  prospects  for  the 
week-end  are  very  promising.  The  upper  stretches  of 
the  river  Hull  are  in  nice  condition,  but  perhaps  a  little 
too  clear  for  successful  roach  fishing ;  however,  a  few 
nice  fash  going  well  on  to  lib.  each,  have  been  taken 
during  tlio  week.    In  the  slieltercd  pai'ts  a  few  in^;ects 


are  showing  themselves  at  times,  and  trout  seem  fairly 
forward  this  season  in  these  waters,  therefore  pros- 
pects are  fairly  good  when  the  season  opens  on 
March  16.  The  Derwent  is  reported  in  fairly  good 
trim  about  Monthorpe,  Bubwith,  and  Cottingwith,  and 
above  Stamford  Bridge  a  few  pike  have  been  taken. 
Both  the  Ludd  and  Ancholmo  are  also  in  form  for 
operations,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  latter  have 
recently  been  attending  to  restocking. — The  Hull 
Preservation  Society  will  hold  an  important  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening,  and  all  anglers  interested  in  the 
river  Hull  should  attend.— The  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  will  hold  their 
March  council  meeting  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  evening  next,  when  several  important 
matters  will  be  brought  forward. — The  new  club,  the 
Norfolk,  is  framing  very  well  for  the  coming  season, 
but  they  could  do  with  a  few  more  members. — 
Our  neighbours  at  Grimsby  and  New  Holland  are 
busy  making  preparations  for  the  season,  and  two  of 
our  new  societies,  the  Abercrombie  and  Oxonians, 
do  not  intend  to  be  backward  in  the  field,  for  they 
have  each  arranged  a  match  on  the  river  Hull  on 
March  30,  the  former  at  Weel  Ferry,  and  the  latter  at 
Hull  Bridge ;  and  as  it  is  in  the  close  season  for  coarse 
fish,  the  fish  weighed  in  will  be  trout,  eels,  and 
flounders,  but  these  tidal  waters  of  the  Hull  abound 
with  flounders,  and  of  good  size,  so  that  if  the  day  be 
favourable  they  will  no  doubt  meet  with  fair  sport. 

THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Spawning,  on  the  whole,  has  been  successful  on  the 
trouj;  rivers.  Prospects  for  the  coming  season  are 
said  to  be  hopeful,  there  being  apparently  a  good 
supply  of  average-sized  fish  in  many  quarters.  Several 
good  salmon  have  been  spotted  in  different  parts  of 
the  Kent  during  the  past  week.  The  large  new 
reservoir,  covering  some  thirty-three  acres,  recently 
constructed  by  the  Corporation  of  Kendal,  has 
just  been  acquired  by  Messrs.  J.  Watson  and  F.  B. 
Pollitt,  of  Kendal — that  is,  so  far  as  the  fishing  rights 
are  concerned ;  the  Corporation  to  spend  £100  in  the 
ensuing  spring  in  stocking  the  reservoir  with  fish,  the 
lessees  to  pay  interest  on  the  capital  expenditure  of 
£10  per  year  after  the  first  year,  and  £7  10s.  per  year 
as  rent  after  the  second  year,  and  to  put  in  yearly  five 
hundred  yearling  trout  at  the  end  of  the  third  year, 
providing  it  is  seen  that  the  fish  already  put  in  have 
done  well. — At  the  annual  meeting,  on  Feb.  22, 
of  the  Penrith  Angling  Association,  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale  was  re-elected  president,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  ask  the  Urban  Council  to  put  in  a  suitable  fish 
pass  at  the  waterworks,  the  present  weir  proving  an 
insurmountable  obstruction  to  the  passing  of  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  write  from  this  county  without  mentioning 
some  item  from  Warrington  would  be  an  uncommon 
experience.  The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee 
is  fixed  for  March  7.  The  Gowy  is  fishing  fairly  well, 
and  last  week-end  some  good  roach  were  taken  from  it. 
Mr.  J.  Bowden  had  a  brace,  lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  7oz. 
respectively,  and  many  others  by  various  rods  up  to 
fib.  Two  matches  are  down  for  decision  in  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  The  Tyldesley  and  District 
Angling  Association  are  winding  up  the  season  at 
Astley,  and  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh, 
are  winding  up  at  Butts.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
various  railway  companies  will  be  respectfully 
approached  with  respect  to  anglers'  privilege  tickets 
for  long  distances  being  available  for  five  days  instead 
of  three  days.  The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
which  is  inquiring  into  the  decrease  of  salmon  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  has  now  reached  a 
stage  of  great  interest  to  us.  In  Lancashire  we  are 
particularly  strong  in  coarse  fishers,  and  it  is  not, 
therefore,  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  hear  grumbles 
at  the  one-sided  inquiries  perpetually  being  made  in 
the  interests  of  the  game  fisher.  Liverpool  continues 
to  give  any  quantity  of  evidence  of  enthusiasm. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  city  rods  who  were  fortunate  in  getting  to  the 
social  evening  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society 
on  Feb.  25  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  The 
occasion  was  a  "  potato  pie  "  supper  and  concert.  An 
excellent  musical  programme  was  provided,  and  medals 
handed  to  the  winners  of  their  "  first  championship." 
Mr.Henshall  proved  himself  an  indefatigable  secretary. 
Mr.  J.  Pendrigh  gave  a  most  entertaining  and  instruc- 
tive paper  on  "  Fish  Hooks,  Ancient  and  Modern."  

At  the  St.  George  Club  on  Feb.  27,  "Nothing  new 
under  the  Sun"  was  once  more  illustrated  during 
the  evening,  in  some  of  the  slides  which  plainly 
delineated  eyed  hooks  and  outside  barbs.  —  The 
Good  Intent  Angling  Society  -  held  an  important 
meeting  on  Monday  last.  The'report,  like  that  of  the 
Champion's  last  "lecture,  has  miscarried. — Another 
club  noted  for  a  meeting  of  importance  was  the 
Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society,  whose  annual 
dinner  on  Feb.  21  was  a  most  enjoyable  event. 
Mr.  Hammuth,  of  this  club,  on  Saturday  last,  roach 
fishing  in  the  Bollin,  hooked  and  landed  a  little  pike 
about  31b.  A  good  lot  of  roach  were  also  taken  in 
the  Bollin  last  week-end,  and  prospects  of  trout  fishing 


are  encouraging.  Our  fly  fishers  are  jubilant  that  at 
last  March  1  has  arrived,  and  they  can  now  get  to 
work.  The  Barton  Anglirg  Society  held  their  post- 
poned annual  dinner  on  Saturday  last,  and  had  a  good 
attendance.  After  dinner  there  was  a  good  programme 
of  music,  etc.,  interspersed  with  a  few  votes  of  thanks. 
Several  matches  are  arranged. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sport  amongst  roach  and  bream  on  the  Trent  has 
improved.  The  river  on  Feb.  23  underwent  a  cliango 
through  rain,  and  the  alteration  caused  the  fish  named 
to  accept  the  various  kind  of  worms  more  freely,  A 
splendid  bag  was  brought  in  from  Sawley  by  Mr.  J. 
Bailey,  and  exceptional  catches  were  made  on  the  King's 
Mills  section  by  Mr.  J.  Birkin  and  friends.  In  Weston 
Pool  Mr.  A.  Wesh  creeled  eight  or  ten  remarkably  fine 
perch ;  and  below  the  weirs,  on  the  21st,  Mr.  T. 
Wood  and  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson  had  eight  pike  to 
the  live  bait.  Three  were  got  at  Shardlow  by  Mr. 
P.  Morris.  Chub  experts,  before  the  rise,  were  en- 
joying very  good  sport  with  pith  and  brains  at 
Wilford,  Clifton,  Colwick,  Sawley,  Stoke,  Kelham,  and 
Fiskerton.  On  private  waters,  apart  from  the  Trent, 
Mr.  G.  Clarke  and  Mr.  W.  Rayson,  of  the  City 
Waltonians,  caught  sundry  large  grayling,  dace,  and 
trout,  one  of  the  last-named  scaling  2|lb. — Members 
of  the  City  Wellington  paid  their  promised  compli- 
mentary visit  to  their  president,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  at 
Alford,  Lincolnshire,  on  Feb.  22  and  gave  a  "smoker" 
in  the  evening.  The  outing  was  a  great  success. — .Just 
in  closing  I  hear  that  on  Wednesday  morning  Mr. 
J.  G.  Eaton,  the  famous  Derbyshire  fly  fisherman, 
passed  away  at  his  residence,  Starkholmes,  Matlock 
Bath.    The  deceased  was  sixty-two  years  of  age. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

At  last  the  ice  has  cleared  off  the  broads,  and  the 
waters  are  getting  into  something  like  condition,  so 
that  there  is  now  a  good  prospect  of  pike  fishing  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Several  anglers  are  going  out  to-morrow  (Thursday), 
and  with  fine  weather  they  should  get  some  fish, 
which  have  had  a  good  rest  and  should  be  on  the  feed. 
The  rivers  are  discoloured  in  places,  but  the  water  on 
most  broads  is  in  fair  condition  for  pike  fishing. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society  is  fixed  for  Monday  next,  March 
4,  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  when  the  report  and 
accounts  for  the  year  will  be  presented,  and  officers 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Angling  conditions  are  not  unfavourable  just  now. 
The  rivers  contain  snow  water,  but  they  are  at  a  satis- 
factory level,  and  the  weather  is  more  agreeable  than 
has  been  the  case  for  a  considerable  time  past.  Coarse 
fish  anglers,  generally  do  not  seem  to  be  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  brief  time  yet  legally  open  to  them  to 
seek  sport,  as  with  the  exception  of  those  of  one  or 
two  pike  fishers  there  are  no  rods  to  be  seen  at  work. 
A  well-known   Shrewsbury  pike  fisherman,  named 
Craddock,   has  had   from   the   Severn    some  good 
specimens  (401b.  in  all),  with  live  bait,  and  a  young 
angler  named  Knox,  also  of  Shrewsbury,  is  reported  to 
have  landed  a  couple,  of  71b.  each.    The  quiet  waters 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sundorne  brook,  the  confluence  of 
-  the  river  Tern  with  the  Severn  at  Atcham,  and  other 
places  where  the  pike  resort  for  spawning,  ought  now 
to  provide  good  live  bait  fishing.    Whether  or  not 
the   Severn   Board    intends  this    year    to  enforce 
the  observance  of  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish 
is  problematical.     Even  if  they  decide  to  do  so 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  are  going  to  set  to 
work.    There  are  now  no  bailiffs  at  Shrewsbury  to 
protect  the  river,  and  if  anglers  obtain  the  permission 
of  riparian  owners  to  destroy  pike  and  other  coarse 
fish  in  their  waters,  in  the  interests  of  better  fish, 
the  law  apparently  allows  them  to  do  so.  There 
are  far  too  many  chub,  pike,  and  other  coarse  fish 
in  the  river,  and  the  board  will  be  well  advised 
if,  instead  of  attempting  to  stop  coarse  fishing  during 
the  period  from  IMarch  15  to  June  15,  they  instruct 
their  bailiffs  to  protect  samlets  from  wholesale  capture 
by  anglers  and  the  small-meshcd  nets  of  poachers,  to 
say  nothing  of  eel  traps  and  like  engines.    The  board 
has  not,  of  course,  anything  approaching  a  sufficient 
number  of  bailiffs  to  protect  the  river,  but  much  may  be 
done  by  surprise  visits  on  the  part  of  two  or  three  bailiffs 
simultaneously  to  a  particular  locality.    Trout  fishing 
opens  this  week,  but  so  far  as  the  Severn  is  concerned 
little  or  no  sport  will  be  obtainable.     The  small 
streams  in  the  county  may,  however,  be  fished,  and 
yield  a  few  ill-conditioned  trout,  which  would  be 
better  left  unmolested  for  several  weeks. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT.: 

The  weather  is  still  very  unsettled,  and  a  lot  of  wet 
has  fallen  and  rendered  the  small  streams  very  turbid, 
but  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition,  and  nearly  down 
to  their  winter  level.  Pike  fishermen  have  been 
very  busy  during  the  past  week,  but  no  big  catches 
are  recorded.  iMr.  Harry  Knight,  of  the  Working 
Men's  Club,  had  several ;  Mr.  Fred.  Champken 
has    done    very    well    in    the    Pershore  portion 
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of  the  Avon ;  and  several  others  had  one  or  two 
fish  each,  the  largest  registered  weighing  ll^lb.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  certain  districts.  At 
Upton-on-Sevetn  a  lot  of  fine  fish  were  taken.  At 
Clevelode  and  Kempsey  sport  was  good,  but  the  fish 
not  so  fine.  Above  Camp  Locks  some  very  fine  roach 
were  taken,  and  a  4^1b.  bream.  The  Avon  yielded  very 
good  sport,  and  in  all  the  rivers  the  perch  have  been 
going  well  at  the  worm.  Chub  has  been  fished  for 
vrith  cheese,  greaves,  worm,  and  blood  and  brains,  the 
latter  the  most  successful,  and  the  largest  fish 
scaled  3Jlb.,  and  was  in  grand  condition.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  grayling  fishing  and  had  good  sport, 
but  all  agree  they  should  now  be  left  alone.  A  few 
trout  were  hooked  and  returned  to  the  water,  being 
quite  out  of  condition,  and  the  ojsinion  is  that  they 
will  not  be  fit  before  the  end  of  April  at  the  earliest, 
the  winter  season  has  been  so  much  against  them.  We 
hear  there  was  last  week  an  important  meeting  of  the 
Pershore  Angling  Society,  and  they  are  making  strong 
efforts  to  get  the  law  as  regards  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish  rigidly  enforced  ;  and  a  strong  effort  is  also 
being  made  in  this  district  to  get  Sunday  fishing  stopped. 
The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association, 
are  also  using  every  effort  to  protect  the  coarse  fish 
in  ^the  river  Severn  during  the  fence  months.  They 
have  secured  some  important  fishing  on  the  river,  and 
will  prosecute  any  one  breaking  the  law. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  is  a  quiet  time  with  anglers,  and  the  reports  to 
hand  continue  to  be  of  a  bald  description.  The  rivers 
are  getting  into  something  like  a  normal  condition 
after  the  high  and  discoloured  waters  brought  about 
by  the  thaw.  The  weather  for  some  days  has  been  mild, 
with  occasional  sunny  hours  in  the  forenoon  and  early 
afternoon.  Pike  anglers  and  other  rodmen,  whilst 
accomplishing  very  little  to  be  proud  of,  are 
enjojing  a  not  unpleasant  pastime  amid  agreeable 
surroundings.  The  lower  waters  of  the  Nidd,  the 
Derwent,  and  the  Pocklington  Canal  have  been  tempt- 
ing resorts  for  York  fishermen.  Attention  is  directed 
to  the  trout  season,  about  which  there  will  be  some- 
thing to  say  presentl}'. — The  St.  Lawrance  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Seahorse 
Hotel,  York,  on  Feb.  23,  when  over  fifty  members 
assembled.  This  society  has  made  rapid  strides,  and 
the  past  season  was  very  successful. 


^ofc5  from  ii)e  ^ortl). 

The  last  batch  of  the  Scottish  salmon  rivers  threw  off 
the  legal  fetters  of  the  close  season  on  IMonday  last, 
when,  among  a  few  others,  chiefly  Solway  and  West 
Coast  streams,  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  were  opened  for 
angling  and  netting  purposes. 


The  Ugie  is  not  now  netted  outside  the  sea  area, 
being  entirely  reserved  for  anglers  on  a  ten-years 
experimental  lease,  the  third  of  which  has  just  been 
entered  upon. 


The  rivers  and  streams  were  in  big  spate  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  and  the  tendency  has  been 
towards  a  "  rotten"  fresh  rather  than  a  sudden  thaw. 
All  the  previous  week  they  were  too  clear,  and  neither 
up  nor  down. 


The  spring  salmon  season  promises  to  be  the  best 
experienced  for  some  years  past.  The  netters  are  in 
high  glee.  In  spite  of  adverse  weather  they  are 
running  up  a  fine  score,  and  of  heavy  fish  and  fine 
quality. 


The  opening  prices  fell  from  2s.  6d.  to  Is.  6d.,  at 
which  they  now  stand,  and  the  outlook  is  all  in  favour 
of  it  remaining  there.  The  weights  are  much  above 
the  nonnal  average,  being  a  little  over  81b.,  while  71b. 
is  considered  very  good  for  the  opening  week. 


A  good  few  sections  on  the  Dee  remain  unlet  this 
season  for  the  opening  months,  in  spite  of  the  favour- 
able prospects  otherwise.  When  this  is  the  case  on 
the  Dee,  other  rivers  must  fare  worse. 


A  salmon  of  27^1b.  is  a  rare  fish  at  any  time  on  the 
Dee  during  the  spring,  unless  it  be  of  the  "  baggot  " 
order — that  is,  a  belated  milter  or  spawner,  but,  when 
such  is  got  and  described  as  a  fresh-run  beauty,  then 
the  event  is  simply  unique  indeed.  A  fish  of  this 
weight  was  killed  on  the  Banchory  reaches  of  the  Dee 
last  week,  and  several  over  201b.  have  been  got  both 
above  and  below. 


The  Conon  (Ross-shire)  is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as 
one  of  £he  first  and  best- of  the  early  Scottish  salmon 
I'ivers  for  its  size.  Thirteen  fish  were  killed  during 
the  first  week  to  two  rods  scaling  up  to  17Jlb. 


Another  spring  leviathan,  this  time  of  301b.,  was 
killed  last  week  on  the  Aberlour  Spey  water  by  Dann, 
keeper.  The  weight  savours  of  the  autumn  rather 
than  the  spring. 


The  Brooks  will  case  will  now  be  fought  out  in 
the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  over  the  question 
whether  Sir  William  had  acquired  a  Scottish  domicile. 
Everything  will  turn  on  the  decision  of  the  Scottish 
judges,  and  the  future  of  the  late  baronet's  millions 
will  be  decided  accordingly. 


Mr.  Murray,  factor,  Castle  Eraser,  was  presented 
with  a  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  last  week,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage.  The  Donside  people  are  not 
slow  to  appreciate  the  sterling  qualities  of  a  good  man 
when  they  get  him,  and  in  Mr.  Murray  they  could  not 
find  a  better. 


Large  salmon  flies  are  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Dee,  where  the  best  of  sport  is  being  got.  The 
Carswell  is  a  favourite  on  the  mid  reaches,  and  the 
Mar  Lodge,  Gordon,  and  Akroyd  higher  up. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  FRIENDLY  ANGLERS. 


On  Wednesday,  Eeb.  20,  this  flourishing  society 
marked  the  attainment  of  its  fifty-ninth  year  of 
existence  by  holding  an  annual  dinner,  which,  like  all 
its  predecessors,  was  characterised  by  good  fellowship 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  members  and  guests  (nearly 
100  in  this  instance),  and  success  in  every  detail. 

The  place  of  gathering  was  the  Hotel  Cecil,  the 
management  of  which  popular  caravansera  are  to  be 
specially  commended  for  the  very  perfect  menu,  and 
all  the  arrangements  in  connection  with  its  service. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brewer,  an 
old  and  sterling  member  of  the  society,  whose  good 
sporting  and  social  qualities  exactly  fitted  him  for  the 
position.  Mr.  F.  J.  Hallet,  a  member  nearer  the  end 
of  the  society's  roll,  was  happily  chosen  for  the 
vice-chair. 

After  the  toast  of  the  King,  proposed  by  the 
chairman,  had  been  duly  honoured,  it  fell  to  the  same 
gentleman  to  give  the  toast  of  the  Friendly  Anglers, 
in  which  he  said  that  as  anglers  they  had  not  had  a 
very  successful  year,  if  success  be  reckoned  by  total 
weight  of  fish  caught.  Waters  and  seasons  appear  to 
be  changing  so  much  that  the  capture  of  a  few  good 
fish  is  a  much  more  meritorious  feat  now  than 
formerly,  and,  as  the  society  does  not  countenance 
gross  weights,  it  seemed  right  to  acknowledge  at  the 
annual  gathering  the  efforts  of  those  members  who 
have  placed  fish  on  the  trays  on  meeting  nights,  and 
thus  delighted  the  eyes  of  those  attending,  and  set 
their  tongues  wagging  or^  more  or  less  fishy  subjects. 

The  following  are  the  most  notable  of  the  takes : 
Best  trout  from  society's  fishery,  21b.  lOJoz.,  by  Mr. 
J.  Stewart.  Other  trout  from  the  same  water  have 
been  taken  witli  fly,  one  of  lib.  8Joz.  by  Mr.  W. 
Griffin.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  has  shown  trout  up  to 
lib.  9oz.  taken  with  fly  from  the  Chess.  Mr.  Pugh 
has  shown  the  best  chub  and  some  good  perch,  but  the 
best  perch,  21b.  4oz.,  and  others  nearly  21b.  each,  have 
been  taken  by  the  chairman.  Mr.  Stanley  Saunders 
has  shown  some  excellent  fish,  including  a  pike  of 
121b.,  tench  from  the  fishery  up  to  S^lb.,  and  many 
fine  roach,  one  of  lib.  13^oz.,  as  a  result  of  his  first 
visit  to  the  Arun  under  direction  of  Mr.  McDermott, 
who  had  just  previously  shown  from  the  same  river 
two  roach  of  l^lb.  each. 

To  Mr.  Napier  Sutton  belongs  the  honour  of  having 
won  the  day  competitions  for  jack,  chub,  and  roach, 
and  of  having  shown  fish  of  various  kinds  at  thirteen 
Wednesday  meetings.  The  event  of  the  year,  at  any 
rate  from  Mr.  Alfieri's  point  of  view,  was  his  capture 
in  Norfolk  on  Christmas  Day  of  a  pike  weighing 
171b.  l^oz.  But  whether  the  members  travelled  far  or 
near  in  search  of  sport,  they  found  their  way  back  to 
their  own  three  miles  of  secluded  water  at  Rickmans- 
worth  with  renewed  affection.  This  water  is  being 
continually  restocked,  aided  by  the  generosity  of 
members.  Only  the  previous  week  three  hundred 
grayling  were  added,  and  orders  have  been  placed  for 
trout  and  rudd  to  be  supplied  soon. 

In  proposing  the  dual  toast  of  the  Press  and  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  Mr.  McDermott 
expressed  the  regret  and  disappointment  of  the  meeting 
that  Mr.  William  Senior,  who  had  fully  intended  to 
be  present,  had  been  kept  away  by  a  domestic  bereave- 
ment. Due  acknowledgment  was  made,  however,  of 
"Red  Spinner's"  title  to  respond  for  the  Press,  which  so 
fully,  fairly,  and  impartially  recorded  anglers'  doings, 
and  assisted  them  to  obtain  sport.  Mr.  McDermott 
spoke  of  the  good  work  and  good  example  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  stated  that, 
but  for  Thames  preservation,  his  society  could  never 
have  won  the  gold  medal  for  trout  (mostly  Thames 
fish)  at  the  great  Fisheries  Exhibition  of  1883,  and,  as 
showing  the  improvement  of  Thames  fishing  in  the 
present  day,  he  pointed  out  that  for  some  years 
previous  to  1870  Greville  Fennell  had  in  vain  offered 
bonuses  for  roach  of  21b.  and  over,  which  might  have 
been  won  this  year  if  offered  again,  by  six  roach  over 
21b.  from  different  parts  of  the  Thames  under  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  control,  within  the  past 
three  weeks. 


Messrs.  T.  Crumplen  and  A.  Price,  in  very  acceptable 
terms,  responded  for  the  Press  and  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  respectively. 

The  remaining  toasts  were — the  Visitors,  responded 
to  in  his  own  inimitably  humorous  fashion  by  Mr.  Sam 
Pallant ;  the  Chairman,  which  drew  in  reply  a 
pleasantly  reminiscent  speech  from  Mr.  Brewer ;  the 
Vice-Chair,  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Sams,  and  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Hallet ;  and  the  Officers  of  the  Society,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  T.  Fullilove,  who  associated  with  the 
toast  the  name  of  Mr.  Walter  Back,  who,  as  usual,  was 
responsible  for  a  very  excellent  musical  and  humorous 
entertainment,  contributed  by  Messrs.  Herbert  Emlyn, 
Scott  Dalgleish,  James  Aron,  Walter  Churcher,  John 
Sandbrook,  Chas.  Orther,  J.  W.  Conorey,  Walter 
Taylor,  and  Walter  Back  ;  accompanist,  J.  H.  Collman. 

J.  M'D. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Feb.  27,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
in  the  chair,  with  a  large  attendance  of  members. 

The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  accounts  were, 
after  discussion,  received  and  adopted. 

The  president  and  vice-presidents  were  unanimously 
re-elected. 

Upon  a  ballot  being  taken  for  the  election  of  fifteen 
members  of  the  committee,  the  following  were  chosen  : 
Messrs.  T.  B.  Bates,  H.  Edwards,  C.  W.  Glassington, 
R.  C.  Graham,  W.T.  Green,  Croft  Handley,  John  C.  H. 
Jago,  H.  W.  Lane,  A.  E.  Litchfield,  Edward  McFee, 
E.  M.  Mallett,  C.  0.  Minchin,  P.  W.  Norman,  A.  W. 
Parker,  and  James  Pickup.  The  hon.  treasurer  and 
hon.  solicitor  were  re-elected.  Messrs.  Harry  Barker  and 
R.  H.  Nerney  were  appointed  auditors  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  hon.  secretary.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  consented  to  continue  his  duties  pending  the 
settlement  by  the  committee  of  a  fresh  arrangement, 
which  the  meeting  requested  them  to  undertake. 
Messrs.  Raymond  S.  Andrews  and  F.  G.  Aflalo  received 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  their  services  as  scrutineers. 
The  meeting  ended  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  hon.  sec.  for  his  services  during  the  past  year, 
and  to  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  for  his  services  in  the  chair. 

Chables  S.  Pattbbson,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  when  there  was  a  splendid  display  of  fish  on 
the  trays  to  grace  the  table.  First  came  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher's  exhibit  of  three  handsome  pike,  from  the 
society's  water  at  Newbury.  There  was  but  one 
opinion  as  to  this  display — that  it  was  one  of  the  best 
seen  in  the  club-room  for  a  long  time  past.  The  leash 
of  fish  totalled  close  upon  411b.,  the  respective  weights 
being  as  follows:  181b.  4oz.,  121b.,  and  101b.  lOoz. 
Besides  these  Mr.  Fletcher  had  a  brace  of  smaller 
fish,  going  81b.  the  pair.  The  story  of  their  capture 
was  given,  and  the  narration  of  it  was  listened  to  with 
attention  and  interest.  Mr.  Fletcher  subsequently 
responded  to  the  toast  of  the  successful  angler. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  brought  up  a  brace  of  fine  grayling— 
a  very  acceptable  contribution — weighing  31b.  12oz. 
the  two,  and  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  showed  a  "snub" 
nosed  perch  (a  male  fish,  by  the  way)  caught  in  the 
society's  Uxbridge  fishery.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley 
reported  taking  a  rainbow  trout  in  the  Shepperton 
part  of  the  Thames,  probably  one  of  the  consignment 
put  in  there  by  Major  Terry.  The  fish  was  caught 
while  perch  fishing  with  a  worm  in  almost  dead  water. 
Six  rainbows  had  already  been  taken  close  to  where 
Mr.  Wheeley  landed  his  fish,  four  with  bread-crust. 
They  had  only  been  in  their  new  quarters  some  ten 
days,  but  had  not  moved  more  than  two  hundred 
yards  from  where  they  were  placed  in  the  first 
instance.  No  news  of  importance  came  from  Uxbridge, 
fish  generally  not  being  on  the  feed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  then  read  his  promised  paper  on 
"  Some  Salmon  Pools."  The  lecturer's  remarks  had 
special  reference  to  the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  quiet  village  of  Canobie  m 
Dumfriesshire,  where  he  has  from  time  to  time  spent 
several  enjoyable  weeks  of  salmon  fishing.  The  most 
comfortable  and  expeditious  way  to  reach  Canobie 
was  first  dealt  with,  and  the  cost  of  fishing,  and  the 
proper  months  to  go  were  touched  upon.  The  suitable 
flies  to  employ— local  and  otherwise— were  described, 
and  patterns  handed  round  for  the  inspection  of  the 
company.  The  best  fishing  in  the  rivers  named  (and 
there  were  several  miles  of  it)  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Association,  and  weekly  tickets  were 
issued  at  a  most  reasonable  figure.  The  hotel  accom- 
modation provided  at  the  Gross  Keys  was  excellent 
in  every  way,  and  the  scenery  in  the  district  was  in 
places  of  the  most  charming  description.  Photos  of 
the  different  pools  were  passed  to  the  members  for 
inspection,  and  gave  a  capital  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  water.  The  noted  Cauldron  and  Willow  Pools 
were  exhaustively  pictured,  Mr.  Wheeley  incidentally 
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mentioning,  in  connection  with  the  latter,  that 
it  was  here  he  took  a  salmon  of  28^1b.  in  the 
autumn  of  1898.  Wading  in  some  portions  was  very 
dangerous,  hence  the  necessity  of  enlisting  the 
services  of  a  gillie.  A  pair  of  genuine  Canobie  clogs 
was  displayed,  with  wooden  soles  shod  with  iron,  the 
uppers  being  of  leather.  The  iron  rim  gripped  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  and  did  not  slip  as  nails  are  apt  to 
do.  It  was  admitted  that  for  some  few  years  past 
salmon  fishing  here  had  not  been  up  to  the  usual 
mark.  The  Esk  fish  had  a  bad  fault — they  were 
"dour"  risers.  The  water  was  very  shifty,-  coming 
rapidly  into  flood,  and  falling  again  with  equal  quick- 
ness. For  those  who  cared  for  herling  fishing  good 
fun  could  be  obtained  in  the  summer  months.  He 
felt  sure  that  any  one  who  visited  Canobie  for  the  first 
time  would  leave  it  with  great  reluctance.  Even 
though  they  might  be  unfortunate,  and  have  bad  luck 
in  the  catching  of  fish,  to  all  a  pool  full  of  great 
salmon  would  be  an  incentive  to  them  to  try  again  on 
some  future  occasion.  He  jocularly  suggested  that  the 
committee  should  make  those  members  who  were  not 
salmon  fishers  pay  double  subscriptions.  If  once  a 
start  was  made  the  liking  of  the  sport  would  grow 
upon  them,  and  they  would  become  more  in  love  with 
it  every  season.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  Wheeley  for  his  interesting  paper.  In 
the  course  of  the  evening  a  telegram  was  received 
from  Mr.  E.  Bradford,  who  is  away  salmon  fishing  on 
the  Dee  with  Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters  and  Prank 
Ward,  stating  that  the  two  gentlemen  last  named  had 
killed  a  fish  each. 

The  annual  dinner,  which  comes  off  on  Monday, 
March  11,  bids  fair  to  be  highly  successful.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  will  preside  over  the  festive  gathering,  and 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  has  kindly  consented  to  take 
the  vice-chair. — M.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Me.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meeting 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  Reports  of  fishing  were 
not'  encouraging  generally,  though  the  society's  water 
at  Kelvedon  has  yielded  some  very  good  pike.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Saunders  has  taken  a  couple,  and  a  visitor  also  two, 
and  Mr.  Zerfass  captured  a  very  handsome  specimen 
v?eighing  101b.  Several  other  members  have  been  down, 
but  no  particulars  "of  their  doings  are  to  hand.  The 
water  is  in  capital  condition  for  roach  fishing,  and 
should  now  be  tried.  Several  members  had  been 
up  the  Thames,  but  with  indifferent  results, 
some  even  having  blanks.  It  is  found  that  some 
anglers  other  than  members  of  the  society  have 
recently  fished  the  waters  at  Kelvedon,  and  the  meet- 
ing passed  a  resolution  recommending  the  committee 
to  take  steps  to  secure  the  prosecution  of  offenders  in 
this  respect.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  March  12,  when  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston  will  preside,  and  the  Guildhall  glee 
singers  will  fill  the  principal  portion  of  the  musical 
programme.  Members  will  much  assist  the  com- 
mittee by  making  early  application  for  tickets  for 
themselves  and  their  friends.  A  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  6.45  p.m. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  proceedings. 

J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


Lea  Competition. 

On  Feb.  22  the  committee  met  at  the  Club  Union 
Buildings,  E.G.,  a  full  attendance,  when  the  secretary 
stated  that  he  had  |jeen  promised  prizes  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  and  societies :  Messrs.  Newbold,  E. 
Clarke,  E.  Brockett,  F.  Vanhegan,  P.  Loft,  G.  Merry, 
F.  Renn,  J.  W-heelhouse,  J.  Smith.  W.  Black,  J. 
Gibbons,  E.  J.  Hunt,  G.  Norris,  F.  Gray,  £1  Is.  value ; 
F.  Newton,  J.  Levien,  F.  Thorling,  W.  J.  Wade,  J.  W. 
Harris,  C.  A.  Medcalf,  J.  A.  Fitch,  C.  Watling,  J. 
Osborne,  H.  Dutton,  Dessart,  Lee,  W.  Musgrave, 
silver  watch  ;  Park  Angling  Society,  silver 
brooch  ;  Good  Intent,  10s.  6d.  value  ;  M. 
Stevens,  St.  Margarets,  value  £1 ;  B.  Williams,  roach 
rod ;  C.  Evans,  chub  rod  ;  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers, 
Jack  rod ;  A.  Ellis,  Coronet  watch ;  T.  S.  Robinson, 
High  Street,  Homerton,  12  by  10  portrait,  framed ; 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  £1  Is.  value  ;•  W.  H.  Shead,  Hatton, 
a  prize  ;  Sparrow,  jack  rod  ;  Brakes,  Bald  Faced  Stag, 
value  10s.  6d. ;  Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  roach  rod;  Martin, 
a  prize ;  Mr.  Merrick,  pair  of  boots,  value  12s.  6d. ; 
C.  Chaplais,  winch  and  line ;  Dalston  Angling  Society 
jointly  with  Mr.  Midson,  a  pair  of  fishing  boots, 
value  12s.  Gd. :  total,  45.  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  will  run  a 
special  train  on  the  day  of  competition  at  nine  o'clock. 
Also  a  cheap  ticket  will  be  issued,  2s.  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Is.  9d,  Hackney  Downs,  Is.  Gd.  Tottenham. 


See  bills  on  stations.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
Friday,  March  8,  at  9. -30,  when  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
add  the  name  of  any  gentleman  to  the  present  com- 
mittee. S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


A  Committee  Meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon at  the  offices,  12,  Regent-street,  when  the  following 
members  were  present — viz. :  Messrs.  Berry,  Matthews, 
O'Dowd,  Nevill,  Wheeley,  Price,  Woodruff,  Elsmore, 
Higgins  (hon.  sec),  and  Crumplen  (deputy  chairman). 
Alderman  A.  Nuthall  occupied  the  chair,  and  carried 
on  the  business  in  his  usual  genial  manner.  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read 
and  confirmed,  it  was  found  that  the  cash  in 
hand  was  £108  10s.  9d.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
King  be  asked  to  continue  his  patronage,  which  he 
held  so  long  when  Prince  of  Wales.  Also  that  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  be  approached  respecting  the  swans 
which  are  Crown  property.  The  two  City  companies 
are  also  to  be  approached  on  the  same  subject, 
and  in  addition  to  be  asked  if  they  would  kindly 
support  the  society  in  a  monetary  sense.  Major  Terry 
was  thanked  for  his  contribution  of  a  hundred  rain- 
bow trout  and  fifty  brown  trout,  which  he  has  placed 
in  the  river  at  his  own  expense.  Mr.  Wheeley's 
motion  re  expending  £10  in  trout  stocking  is  deferred 
until  the  funds  are  a  little  more  flourishing. 
Hone  having  captured  three  otters,  and  Haslett  one, 
the  usual  rewards  were  voted  from  the  funds.  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Feltham,  very  liberally  offered  about  four 
hundred  carp  from  a  pond  on  his  property,  which  the 
society  accepted  with  thanks,  and  they  will  be  netted 
out  at  once,  and  be  placed  in  the  river  in  the  Laleham 
locality.  The  new  keepers  have  been  very  busy  and 
attentive  to  their  tluties,  and  had  a  long  turn 
on  Feb.  24  examining  the  various  punt  wells,  but 
found  every  angler  was  of  the  true  sportsman  type,  all 
fish  being  over  the  legalised  standard. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

2,423.  Mr.  William  Ford,  Stroud,  and  Mr.  Frederick 
Wandby,  Savile-street,  Hull.  "  Improve- 
ments in  the  construction  of  trawl  nets  for 
fishing  purposes." 


Correeponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  TUNNY. 

Dear  Sie, — The  cori'espondence  re  the  Tunny  is 
most  interesting.  Let  us  hope  the  habitat  of  the  fish 
will  soon  be  well  known.  As  to  its  size,  I  should  opine 
that  the  tunny  does  not  reach  a  great  weight  in 
Europe.  Some  years  ago,  when  at  San  Sebastian  (Bay 
of  Biscay),  I  used  to  watch  the  boats  land  their  catch 
of  tunny,  and  do  not  remember  seeing  any  of  over 
101b.  weight.  Compared  with  the  Mediterranean 
examples  quoted  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette,  these  seem 
mere  fry.  What  is  the  average  size  of  the  tunny  in 
Europe  ?  At  what  season  does  he  strike  European 
coasts  ?    What  is  likely  to  be  the  bait  ? 

Regarding  outfit  for  this  sport,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  reel  will  play  the  most  important  part.  Surely  the 
rod  will  be  of  greenheart  and  the  line  flax.  Would 
Mr.  Hardy  or  some  other  manufacturer  give  an 
opinion  ? 

The  tunny,  at  any  rate  of  the  size  mentioned  above, 
is  not  a  handsome  fish ;  he  is  too  round  and  full 
"forward,"  and  too  slim  "aft."  The  flesh  is  well 
flavoured,  is  of  the  colour  and  texture  of  beefsteak, 
and  fairly  free  from  bones. 

I  cannot  hear  of  the  tunny  having  been  brought  to 
market  here  (Germany)  either  on  North  Sea  or  Baltic 
shores.  "  Seehund." 

[Mr.  J.  Paterson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  told  us 
the  other  day  that  the  tunny  is  caught  off  the  coast  of 
Mauritius.— Ed.] 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Rheumatism, 
Neuralgia.  It  is  souietimes  difficult  to  determine  which  of  these 
diseases  is  atHictiug  the  sutterer,  hut  this  if;noranec  will  not 
m.atter  if  Holloway's  remedies  lie  used.  They  alleviate  and  cure 
all  nuiseular  and  nervous  pains.  In  liereditary  rheumatism, 
after  hathing  the  attected  parts  with  warm  salt  vvater,  Holloway's 
Ointment  should  be  well  rnl)bed  upon  the  spot,  that  it  may 
penetrate  and  exert  its  soothing  and  regulating  properties  on 
the  deeper  vessels  and  nerves  which  are  unduly  excited,  and 
cause  hoth  tlie  pain  and  swelling.  Ilolloway  s  treatment  has  the 
merit  of  removing  the  disease  without  debilitating  the  constitu- 
tion, which  was  the  inevitable  result  of  tlie  bleeding,  mercury, 
and  colchieum  practice  formerly  adopted  in  these  cemplaiuts. 


PERCH -IN  SEA  W.\TER. 

Dear  Sir, — While  observing  fish  life  in  the  harbour 
of  Kiel  last  summer  I  was  surprised  to  see  in  some 
twelve  to  fourteen  feet  of  water  about  a  dozen  fine 
perch  of  from  8oz.  to  over  lib.  in  weight. 

Now,  I  think  the  mouth  of  Kiel  Harbour  must  be  as 
strongly  impregnated  with  salt  as  any  other  part  of 
the  Baltic.  I  have  seen  perch  in  brackish  water, 
for  instance,  in  the  Ringkjobing  Tjord  in  Denmark, 
but  never  within  half  a  mile  of  the  open  sea. 

It  should,  however,  be  said  that  the  North  Sea 
Canal  joins  the  Baltic  in  Kiel  Harbour.  This  occurs, 
however,  some  two  and  a  half  miles  away,  on  the 
opposite  side. 

Is  it  not  very  unusual  to  find  perch  in  sea  water  ?■ 

"  Seehund." 

[Perch  are  often  caught  in  rather  brackish  water,  but 
we  never  heard  of  them  in  sea  water.  We  presume 
that  "  Seehund"  was  not  mistaken,  and  that  the  fish 
were  bass  (Labrax  lupus),  sometimes  called  sea  perch, 
—Ed.] 


RAINBOWS  AND  RAT  HOLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  watching  with  much 
interest  the  correspondence  in  your  paper  regarding 
the  disappearance  of  rainbow  trout  in  ponds.  My 
experience  of  them  is  that  they  will  find  an  exit  out 
of  almost  any  pond  unless  most  carefully  screened. 
I  have  known  as  many  as  one  thousand  five  hundred 
to  two  thousand  yearlings  pass  through  a  rat  hole  in  a 
single  night  going  up  stream.  Some  people  have  a 
theory  these  fish  always  work  down,  but  I  have  many 
instances  of  their  working  up.  In  all  the  ponds  I 
have  stocked  with  rainbow  they  have  so  far  thriven 
uncommonly  well,  and  I  recommend  a  little  feeding 
to  start  with,  as  they  are  a  ravenous  fish.  I  have 
known  them  start  their  cannibalistic  habits  at  a  very 
early  stage,  even  in  their  feeding  boxes,  where  their 
tails  and  fins  have  been  found  to  be  bitten  and 
mauled — this,  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  overcrowding. 
Perhaps,  in  the  case  of  "Little  Mill's"  pond,  there 
may  have  been  an  exit  in  the  way  of  rat  holes,  or  if 
hey  get  into  shallow  water  they  have  many  enemies, 
and  in  my  opinion  a  good  many  rainbow  die  while 
spawning. — Yours  truly,  H.  H.  Gray. 

Hyde  End  Fishery, 
Brimpton,  Berks. 

RESTOCKING  TROUT  WATERS. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Little  Mill,"  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  thousands  of  small  brown  trout  have  been 
devoured  as  well  as  the  rainbows,  but  as  the  stock  of 
the  brown  trout  might  have  been  greater  a  few  might 
survive,  but  no  one  could  know  how  many  of  them 
were  devoured.  Minnows  will  live  and  thrive  in  spite 
of  trout  in  a  lake,  as  they  keep  in  very  shallow  water 
round  the  sides,  and  hide  in  the  weeds  and  grasses, 
and  thus  avoid  the  trout.  I  should  say  that  four 
inches  was  quite  an  extraordinary  size  for  a  minnow. 
One  reason  why  rainbows  are  more  easily  taken  by 
other  trout  is  that  they  are  not  cannibals  themselves, 
and  therefore  do  not  suspect  evil  from  others.  I  have 
seen  quite  small  rainbows  (two  to  three  inches) 
jumping  at  food  in  front  of  rainbow  trout  several 
pounds  weight,  seeming  to  have  no  fear  whatever. 
You  would  not  see  brown  trout  do  the  same  thing. — 
Yours  truly,  ■  Chris.  W.  Wilson. 

Rigmaden  Fishery, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


"MONA'S"  CHARGES  AGAINST  ANNAN 
ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  charge  was  that  some  Annan 
anglers  were  pot  -  hunters,  or  worse — that  is,  not 
sportsmen. 

How  does  "  Mona  "  substantiate  the  charge  ?  By 
saying  he  saw  salmon  roe  among  some  trout  in  one 
basket.  That  reminds  me  of  a  local — Dumfriesshire — 
story.  A  farmer's  boy,  on  a  Tuesday  morning,  told 
his  school  companions  that  his  folk  killed  the  kine 
yesterday.  "  And  yestreen,"  said  he,  "  there  were 
mair  nor  a  thousan  cats  on  the  cart  shed."  Reminded 
that  there  were  not  a  thousand  cats  in  the  district,  he 
replied,  "  Weel,  there  wur  mair  nor  five  hunner." 
Further  pressed,  he  snorted  out,  "  Weel,  ony  way, 
there  was  oor  ain  cat  and  anither." — Yours  truly, 

James  Murray. 


"WEEL-MENDIT  KELTS,  JOCK,  MAN." 
• 

Sib, — I  like-a-joke-o — I  like  "  Mona's  "  charming 
remarks  upon  the  "  strange  things"  which  happen  in 
Ireland.  I  like  the  obliquity  with  which  he  approaches 
the  "remarkable."  He  does  it  well  all  through  that 
paragraph  three  of  column  one  in  the  Fishing  Clazctte 
of  Feb.  23.  But,  I  wish  to  ask,  will  this  charming 
obliquity  settle  comfortably  down  on  the  intelligence 
of  the  many  readers  of  your  paper  ?  That  is  what 
seems  doubtful. 

I  do  not  desire  to  eclipse  (even  if  I  were  capable  of 
doing  so)  the  charming  obliquity  :  I  only  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  concluding  sentence — "The  thing  is 
worthy  of  (deserving  of)  close  investigation." 

I  do  not  happen  to  know  some  of  the  authorities 
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"Mona"  mentions — may  be,  "unknowing"  spells 
"  imknown  " — but  no  matter;  I  too  am  pleased,  how- 
ever, that  "  probabilit}*  points  to  the  kelt  being  a 
non-feeding  fish,"  for  I  thereby  find  "  another  fond 
illusion  gone."  In  the  true  interests  of  Scientia,  how 
otherwise  could  I  be  but  charmed  ?  Of  the  marvels  of 
Lough  Neagh  personally  I  know  "  nought,"  but  am 
always  willing  to  catalogue,  along  with  many  other 
marvels,  new  ones.  Such,  for  instance,  as  the  extra- 
ordinary procedure  of  old,  large,  red  kelts  being  so 
curiously  sedentary  as  not  to  ascend  the  rivers 
farther  than  the  first  or  second  reaches,  and  to  behave 
themselves  in  such  a  horrid  fashion  as  we  are  told 
they  do — ruttling  in  the  muddy  slime  and  devouring 
the  very  ova  themselves.  Such  cannibalism  "  is 
deserving  of  close  investigation."  Yes,  "  the  thing  is 
a  strange  and  alarming  fact  in  natural  history ;  "  but, 
as  I  said  before,  will  these  charming  "Mona's" 
charniing  remarks  strike  our  charming  legislators  in 
anything — or  "  things  " — or  in  any  sense,  except  the 
ridiculous,  unless  they  be  put  in  plainer  language  ?  I 
doubt  it. 

As  a  parallel,  would  any  one  believe  that  the  oldest, 
the  most  ancient  blackcocks  on  a  moor  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  preserved?  Or  would  any  one  disbelieve 
that  kelts  ought  to  be  preserved  or  slain  ? 

Nature  answers  the  question  as  regards  the  great 
rivers  of  British  Columbia  by  killing  off  the  great 
ugly  kelts  after  they  have  done  their  duty — and  no 
more — to  these  rivers.  But  why  pursue  this  subject 
further '?  If  I  do,  I  will  intrude  upon  the  charming 
obliquity  of  our  charming  "Mona"  beyond  what  my 
intention  was  when  I  began.  All  hail  to  "  Mona  "  !  I 
hope  his  article  will  smite,  and  smite  strong,  the 
thinking  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  There  is 
more  in  it  than,  very  possibly,  is  thought  of  in  much 
philosophy.— Yours  truly,       J.  A.  Harvie-Bbown. 


GOOD  AND  CHEAP  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deab  Sib,— Many  ardent  anglers  are  not  too  well 
oS,  and  nowadays  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  get 
any  trout  fishing  worth  having  without  an  expense 
they  cannot  afford.  There  are  numerous  streams  and 
lochs  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  where  the  fishing 
is  free  and  the  lodgings  moderately  good  and  cheap, 
but,  if  there  are  any  trout  in  these  streams  and  lochs, 
they  are  either  too  artful  to  be  caught  or  too  small  to 
be  worth  catching. 

As  I  am,  unfortunately,  one  of  these  "poor 
brethren,"  I  have  of  late  years  tried  fishing  in  the 
sea  with  rod,  line,  and  gut  tackle,  trailing  an  artificial 
bait  at  times,  fly  fishing  when  the  fish  are  on  top  of 
the  water,  and  bottom  fishing  at  other  times.  This 
has  been  successful,  but  the  difficulty  I  find  is  again 
one  of  the  purse,  as  the  only  places  I,  personally, 
know  which  answer  all  the  above  angling  purposes  are 
more  or  less  visited  with  visitors  and  tourists,  who 
raise  the  price  of  lodgings  beyond  my  means. 

I  should  like  to  describe  what  I  call  an  ideal  place, 
in  the  hope  that  you  or  some  of  your  readers  may 
know  of  such  a  one,  and  may  be  willing  to  tell  me  its 
whereabouts,  in  confidence. 

There  should  be  an  estuary  of  a  river  running  into 
a  land-locked  harbour,  well  sheltered,  and  having 
plenty  of  rocky  bottom.  This  is  for  fishing  in  on 
windy  days ;  and  outside  there  should  be  rocky 
bottom,  for  fishing  over  on  calm  days.  BaSs  should 
run  up  the  estuary  daily,  and  decent-sized  pollack 
should  haunt  the  rocks ;  outside  there  should  be 
larger  pollack,  bass,  mackerel,  or  even  now  and  then 
strange  fish  from  foreign  climes. 

On  shore,  clean  lodgings  near  the  sea,  at  moderate 
prices,  and  boatmen  to  be  had  for  less  than  ten 
shillings  per  diem.  The  railway  had  better  not  be 
too  near. 

I  know  just  such  a  place  as  I  describe,  but,  alas  !  the 
lodgings  are  dear  and  bad,  and  the  fishermen  live  only 
on  visitors,  and  there  is  a  railway  station  in  the  place. 

Can  or  will  you  or  some  other  kind  person  help  me 
to  find  what  I  want  ?  Anywhere  in  the  kingdom  will 
do.— Yours  truly,  Lennox  S. 

[What  kingdom  does  our  correspondent  refer  to  ? 
Heaven  ?  We  fear  he  won't  get  what  he  wants  much 
nearer. — Ed.] 


AT  WHAT  ALTITUDE  IS  THE  MAY  PLY 
FOUND?— THE  TUNNY. 

Peak  Sm, — At  what  altitude  will  the  May  Fly  live  ? 
Could  the  larva  be  migrated  tt>  an  Alpine  lake  three 
thousand  five  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  ? 

I  wondered  in  what  part  of  Italy  my  friend  the 
tunny  might  be  called  "  tonnardo."  I  spent  about  a 
month  at  the  biggest  tonnara  in  Sardinia,  making 
sketches  for  my  illustrations  in  "  Picturesque  Europe  " 
(the  place  is  near  Sassari,  and  is  called  "  Tonnara"). 
(The  fish  caught  there  are  identical  with  the  photo 
reproduced  by  you  of  Mr.  Griswold's  capture.  They 
also  leap,  but  not  after  flying  fish,  as  I  believe  these 
do  not  frequent  the  Mediterranean,  Why  I  remember 
80  well  that  they  leap  is  that  whilst  I  was  making  an 
oil  sketch  of  the  man  on  the  look-out  for  this  display 
of  the  tunny,  I  loBt  for  awhile  the  use  of  my  own 
kapers,   It  happened  that  the  best  point  of  view  was 


from  a  small  rock  in  the  sea  :  I  therefore  waded  there, 
and  sat  thereon  whilst  I  painted,  dangling  my  feet  in 
the  Mediterranean  meanwhile.  The  effect  was  that 
I  discovered  that  the  Italian  Government  had  chosen 
a  good  place  in  Sardinia  for  their  convicts  to  make 
salt  from,  for  my  feet  were  quite  pickled,  and  emerged 
from  their  briny  dip  the  colour  of  boiled  lobsters.— 
Yours  truly,  \v.  D.  G. 

Lago  di  Garda,  Italy. 

_  [We  believe  Picket  found  the  Mav  Ply  at  a  much 
higher  altitude  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  feet, 
but  will  try  to  find  what  he  saj's. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  REPAIR  RODS. 

Sib, — Tilany  of  your  readers  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
grateful  to  you  if  you  will  explain  a  little  more  clearly 
the  last  and  all-important  stage  of  rod-splicing,  of  which 
you  give  so  valuable  an  account  in  your  last°number. 

What  becomes  of  the  "  loop  "  ?  What  becomes  of 
the  end  of  the  silk  ?  "I  then  finish  thus  "  is  all  we 
are  told. 

I  have  read  a  good  many  books  on  fishing,  but  I 
have  not  yet  met  with  one  in  which  this  last  critical 
stage  of  all  whippings  is  fully  and  clearly  described. 

Will  one  of  your  readers  now  supply  the  deficiency  ' 
—Yours,  etc.  Not  a  Novice. 

Athenffium  Club, 
Pall  Mall,  S.W. 

[The  loop  is  merely  pulled  tight  and  the  end  of  the 
waxed  thread  cut  off  close  to  the  place  where  it  emerges 
between  the  turns  of  thread  which  have  been  pulled 
tight.— Ed.]   


FISH  CULTURE  AND  FISH  FOOD. 

Deab  Sib,- Absence  from  home  has  prevented  me 
from  answering  Mr.  J.  B.  Fielding's  letter,  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  2,  sooner. 

Mr.  Fielding  accuses  me  of  not  speaking  the  truth, 
so  I  must  defend  myself.  He  states  that  he  said  in 
his  letter  of  Dec.  15  the  reverse  of  what  was  stated  in 
a  description  of  my  fishery,  which  ajspeared  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  19.  I  quote  the  two  paragraphs,  and 
leave  others  to  judge  as  to  who  is  speaking  the  truth. 
Mr.  Fielding  said  :  "As  to  artificial  food,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  certain  of  the  ingredients  I  have  to  import 
from  the  Continent,  but  I  may  say  that  we  use  no  red 
flesh,  such  as  horseflesh,  and  keep  all  fatty  matter  out 
of  the  diet.  Horseflesh,  liver,  and  such  like  produce 
large  fish,  it  is  true,  but  it  quite  destroys  the  generative 
powers  of  fish,  and  customers  will  do  well  to  inquire 
if  the  fish  they  are  buying  for  stocking  are  fed  on  red 
meat,  or  even  fish  meal  that  contains  anything  over 
four  per  cent,  of  oil  in  it.  They  will  never  get 
spawners  'out  of  fish  so  fed.  They  will  be  very  big 
fish,  but  silvery.  It  is  for  this  reason  we  do  not  sell 
fish  by  size  or  weight,  because  the  best  yearlings,  or 
even  two-year-olds,  are  not  always  the  largest,  large 
fish  being  generally  males,  or  overfed,  and  therefore 
barren  fish.  Our  prices  are  for  '  selected  '—that  is  the 
best  we  have— evenly  mixed  males  and  females,  or 
'  unselected,'  just  as  they  are  netted  out." 

The  other  paragraph  is :  "  The  proprietor,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Wilson,  is  a  great  believer  in  the  peptonised  fish  moal 
called  '  Pepto,'  and  he  says  that  instead  of  making  the 
fish  small,  as  Mr.  Fielding  states,  he  finds  the  very 
reverse  to  be  the  case." 

Mr.  Fielding  distinctly  states  that  red  flesh,  horse- 
flesh, liver,  and  such  like  produce  very  big  fish,  and 
certainly  implies  that  fish  which  are  not  so  fed  are 
smaller.  He  also  states  that  he  is  not  an  advocate  for 
selling  by  size  or  weight,  as  small  fish  are  sometimes 
best.  This  is  surely  implying  that  his  fish  are  small, 
yet  he  says  he  feeds  on  artificial  food,  but  not  red  flesh. 

I  have  never  yet  come  across  the  man  who  com- 
plained of  fish  being  too  big;  but  you  never  know 
what  you  will  hear  next  when  you  see  in  print,  "  Our 

prices  are  for  '  selected ' — that  is  the  best  we  have  

evenly  mixed  males  and  females."  This,  I  thought  at 
the  time,  as  applied  to  yearlings,  or  even  two-year-olds, 
except  at  or  near  spawning  time,  was  one  of  the  best 
fish  stories  I  had  recently  heard. 

Mr.  Fielding  further  implies  in  his  letter  that  I  am 
not  the  sole  British  agent  for  the  "  Pepto  "  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  article  to  which  he  refers.  I  wish 
distinctly  to  state  that  I  am,  and  neither  he  nor  his 
forty-ton  friend  has  ever  possessed  one  pound  of  it. 

"  Pepto  "  is  not  the  fish  meal  which  Mr.  Fielding,  I 
believe,  first  saw  at  my  fishery  and  afterward,  inir- 
chased  from  me,  but  is  a  very  great  improvement  on 
it.  It  is  made  from  pure  fish,  which  are  specially 
selected,  to  which  is  added  the  gastric  juices  from 
other  large  fish  with  rapid  digestive  organs,  which 
greatly  assists  in  the  assimilation  of  the  food,  and 
enables  them  to  digest  a  good  deal  more  than  thev 
otherwise  would  do.  "Pepto"  is  the  result  of  ex"- 
periments  which  have  been  carried  on  for  years,  is 
one  of  the  most  natural  foods  which  can  be  given  to 
trout,  and  is  as  near  as  possible  devoid  of  oil. 

I,  personally,  do  occasioaally  use  horseflesh,  though 
not  an  advocate  of  it,  as  I  consider  a  change  of  diet  is 
beneficial.— Yours  truly,  Chris.  W.  Wilson, 

Rigmaden  Fishery, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


GOOD  DRY  FLY  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR 

,  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  I  could  get  some  good  dry  fly  fishing 
near  London,  also  terms  per  day,  week,  or  month?— 
Yours  faithfully,  Sy.  Casey. 

[What  does  "  near  London  "  mean  ?— Ed.] 

CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  TWO  SALMO  HUCHO 
AT  ONCE  AND  ON  THE  SAME  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  incident  may  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers.  On  Feb.  1  I  was  spinning  on 
the  river  Iller,  near  Imenstadt,  South  Bavaria,  casting, 
as  I  always  do  in  the  rough  Bavarian  streams,  from  a 
Nottingham  reel  with  a  flight  of  my  own  invention 
(one  or  two  trebles  in  the  first  half,  one  treble  at  the 
tail  end),  which  for  years  has  proved  most  successful, 
and  of  which  I  will  send  you  a  full  description  if 
desired.  The  bait  was  a  bleak  five  inches  long, 
preserved  in  two  per  cent,  of  formalin. 

It  was  intensely  cold,  and  I  had  been  obliged  to 
clean  the  ice  from  .the  rod  rings  every  fifteen  minutes. 
Twilight  had  just  set  in,  and  so  I  decided  to  make  a 
few  parting  casts  on  the  next  pool.  I  was  wading 
down  the  rapid  in  the  middle  of  the  stres^m  to  the 
edge  of  the  pool.  At  the  second  cast  I  felt  a  bite,  and 
fancied  I  had  hooked  a  monster,  as  the  fish  offered 
formidable  resistance,  running  off  with  some  thirty 
yards  of  line.  I  played  him  for  some  time  before  I 
could  wade  against  the  stream  to  reach  the  only 
possible  landing  place  on  the  gravel  bank  that  ran  in 
a  little  tongue  out  into  the  river.  It  was  hard  work 
with  the  heavy  weight,  and  was  impossible  without 
the  fish  again  taking  more  line. 

At  last  I  gained  firm  footing,  and  began  to  reel  in 
my  prey,  when,  to  my  great  astonishment,  I  discovered 
that  I  had  caught  two  Huchen  of  lOJlb.  and  61b.,  one 
on  each  treble.  Both  fish  were  well  tired  out,  and  the 
landing  was  easy  work. 

It  would  interest  me  greatly  to  hear  if  any  of  your 
readers  have  ever  had  any  like  experience. — Yours  truly, 

Munich.  Doctor  Karl  Heintz. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  THE  NENE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Have  just  returned  with  a  friend  of 
mine  from  the  Nene— namely,  Potheringay.  A  grand 
morning.  Pike  and  perch  galore ;  beat  my  previous 
records— best  jack  29Jlb.,  perch  2ilb.— Yours  respect- 
fully, E.  T.  Ryan. 

Peter  Hill,  Stamford. 


MR.  PICKWICK  THE  ANGLER. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  lover  of  the,  immortal  Mr.  Pickwick 
and  all  his  friends,  I  read  "Spinning  Minnow's" 
suggestion  in  last  week's  Gagette  with  pleasure. 

I  have  always  pictured  Mr.  Pickwick  as  a  fisherman 
— his  love  of  nature  would  alone  perhaps  account  for 
that,  but  surely  the  man  that  presented  the  tittlc- 
batian  theory  to  the  world  under  the  title  of  "  Specu- 
lations on  the  Source  of  the  Hampstead  Ponds,  with 
some  Observations  on  the  Theory  of  Tittlebats,"  was 
an  ardent  follower  of  Izaak.  Although,  as  your 
correspondent  truly  says,  there  is  no  actual  record  of 
Mr.  Pickwick  going  fishing,  I  think,  without  doubt,  all 
or  nearly  all  of  ;the  members  of  the  club  must  have 
been  anglers.  Are  not  fishing  rods  and  a  bait  can 
depicted  in  the  illustration  of  the  "  General  Chair- 
man "  addressing  the  club  ? 

Mr.  Pickwick  and  his  three  friends  certainly  had 
one  of  the  necessary  qualifications  that  go  to  make  up 
the  complete  angler.  Was  it  not  the  effect  of  too 
much  salmon  at  the  Blue  Lion,  Muggleton,  that 
caused  the, late  return  to  Manor  Farm  ? — Yours  truly, 

"  Wallaby." 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  DEE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  had  two  fisfi  this  week  so  far — 
81b.  and  91b.  There  seems  very  few  fish  in  the  lower 
reaches— most  have  gone  past.  On  Monday  the  water 
came  down,  and  we  had  a  nice  water  yesterdav  and 
to-day,  but  sport  is  very  poor.  On  Feb.  22  Mr."  R.  J. 
Lockhart  had  a  fish  of  61b.  from  the  Upper  Drum 
pool.— Yours  truly,  John  Jas.  Hardy, 

Gordon  Arms  Hotel,  of  Alnwick. 

Aberdeenshire. 


FISH  GLUE  FOR  ROD  REPAIRS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  with  interest  your  article 
on  "  How  to  Repair  Rods,"  and  hope  to  make  use,  in 
future,  of  the  information  it  gives.  I  think,  however, 
that  "  Angler "  would  save  himself  considerable 
trouble  if  he  used  some  good  prepared  fish  glue, 
instead  of  the  Russian  isinglass. 

I  always  use  a  liquid  fish  glue  known  as  "  Lc 
Page's,"  and  find  it  quite  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 
I  obtained  the  name  from  a  very  well-known  rod 
maker,  who  says  he  has  used  it  for  years  for  his  built 
cane  rods.  Its  advantage,  in  my  opinion,  is  that  it 
does  not  require  any  preparation,  and  I  can  carry  it 
about  with  me.— Yours  trulv,  H.  E.  Hall, 


March  9,  1901 
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NOTICES. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  lie 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provincei). 

Communications  relating  to  the.  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re(iuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 
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The  lite  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  tivo  o'ckck  on 
Wednesdays^  addressed  **  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektisembnt  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  MAKCH  9th,  1901. 


ANOTHER  GEAND  PISH  AND 
GAME  EEPOET  FEOM  AMEEICA. 


Me.  a.  Nelson  Cheney,  state  fish  culturist  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  has  sent  me  the  "  Fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Fisheries,. 
Game,  and  Forests  of  ther  State  of  New  York," 
another  of  those  really  splendid  volumes  which  do 
such  credit  not  only  to  the  officials  of  the  commis- 
sion, but  also  to  the  State  of  New  York.  There  are 
more  than  one  hundred  excellent  illustrations  in 
the  work,  including,  as  usual,  more  than  a  dozen 
exquisite  full-page  plates  (8^  inches  by  11  inches  )in 
colours  of  fish,  birds,  etc. 

As  evidence  at  once  of  the  fact  that  poaching  is 
not  extinct,  and  yet  is  vigorously  fought  by  chief 
protector  J.  W.  Pond,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in 
twelve  months  he  and  his  merry  men  "  protectors 
and  foresters  "  captured  and  destroyed  2706  devices 
illegally  ased  for  the  catching  of  fish,  consisting 
of : — 

Seines.  Pound  nets. 

Fyke  nets.  Dip  nets. 

Trap  nets.  Tip  nets. 

Gill  nets.  Spears. 
Squat  nets.  Set  lines. 

(The  estimated  value  of  these  nets  is  about 
£7000 !) 

Nearly  a  thousand  fyke  nets,  whatever  they  may 
be,  were  captured.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
poachers  were  prosecuted,  who  had  to  pay  about 
£2.500  in  fines,  etc.,  and  do  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-five  days'  imprisonment  between  them. 

Considering  the  immense  size  of  the  state  and 
the  very  limited  number  of  protectors  allowed  by 
law,  we  think  Mr.  Pond  is  to  be  congratulated. 

It  is  interesting  to  find  that  Mr.  J.  Annin,  jim., 
the  Superintendent  of  Hatching,  considers  it 
essential  that  the  Fish  Commission  should  have 
power  to  stop  fishing  entirely  in  the  small  brooks 
tributary  to  the  Adirondack  lakes  or  large  streams. 
He  says  these  small  brooks  rarely  contain  a  trout 
over  five  inches  in  length.    "  As  soon  as  the  trout 


reach  that  size  they  always  drop  down  out  of  the 
brook  and  into  the  larger  waters  below." 

For  many  years  past  I  have  advocated  breeding 
trout  from  the  small  bum  fish  found  in  all  liigliland 
districts,  and  have  often  been  met  by  the  remark, 
"  but  these  bum  trout  never  grow  any  larger  "  ;  it  is 
true  they  do  not  grow  larger  in  the  bum,  because, 
as  Mr.  Annin  says,  they  always  drop  down  into  the 
larger  waters  below;  there  they  become  "river 
trout,"  or  "lake  trout,"  and  grow  to  many  pounds 
in  weight.  I  have  no  belief  in  the  existence  of  any 
Salmo  fario  which  with  plenty  of  food  and  water 
and  time  will  not  grow  into  big  fish. 

One  of  the  fish  represented  in  colour  is  the 
American  shad  {Cliipea  sapidissima),  a  fish  which 
has  nobly  responded  to  the  efforts  made  to 
propagate  and  distribute  it  artificially.  It  is  said 
by  those  who  have  eaten  both  to  be  much  superior 
to  our  shad,  and  I  hope,  with  Mr.  Moreton  Frewen, 
that  some  day  it  may  be  possible  to  introduce  it  to 
our  rivers,  since  it  is  a  most  valuable  migratory 
food  fish.  Amongst  other  fish  pictures  in  colour 
are  the  "  weakfish,"  which  looks  a  handsome,  game 
fellow  enough,  in  spite  of  his  name,  the  common 
mackerel,  eel,  tomcod,  and  yellow  perch.  More 
interesting,  scientifically,  are  the  plates  and  illus- 
trations of  the  life-history  of  the  lamprey,  of  the 
way  it  kills  fish,  and  of  the  fish  diseases  which  kill 
it  and  all  other  fish  found  in  the  waters  of  the  State. 

In  May  1899  an  epidemic  started  among  the 
brook  trout  in  the  hatcheries  of  a  trout  farm  on 
Long  Island,  and  killed  every  fish.  At  the  request 
of  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  Professor  Gary  N.  Calkins, 
of  the  Department  of  Zoology,  Columbia  University, 
N.Y.,  undertook  an  examination  of  the  fish,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  direct  cause  of  the 
epidemic,  and,  if  this  were  due  to  a  parasite,  of 
finding  out  something  of  its  life-history  and 
affinities.  After  careful  study,  Professor  Calkins 
found  that  the  epidemic  was  caused  by  mjTiads  of 
minute  forms  belonging  to  the  same  group  as  the 
Myxosporida,  that  is,  to  the  Sporozoa,  but  which 
cannot  be  classified  among  the  usual  fish  parasites. 
He  says  that  the  parasite  he  discovered  has  never 
been  described ;  he  calls  it  LympJwsordium  trutta, 
and  in  his  admirably  illustrated  and  most  interesting 
report  he  gives  as  much  of  its  history  as  could  be 
made  out.  If  the  type  has  not  been  distributed, 
I  would  suggest  to  Mr.  Cheney  that  he  would  be 
doing  still  further  service  to  science  if  he  could  get 
this  report  printed  separately,  for  much  wider  dis- 
tribution than  can  be  possible  in  this  large  and 
costly  volume.  But  the  same  recommendation 
might  be  made  respecting  the  fully  illustrated 
contribution  by  Professor  H.  A.  Siu'face  on  the 
lamprej',  entitled,  "  Removal  of  Lampreys  from 
the  Interior  Waters  of  New  York,"  which  is,  I 
believe,  the  best  and  most  exhaustive  mono- 
graph on  the  lamprey  in  existence.  According 
to  the  Professor,  the"  lake  lamprey  [Pctromyxon 
marinus  unicolor)  destroys  more  fishes  annually 
than  are  caught  by  all  of  the  fishermen  combined. 
He  describes  its  life-history  most  fully,  and  gives 
many  reproductions  from  his  original  photographs. 
I  hope  some  day  to  give  some  extracts  from  this 
most  ably  written  paper  on  his  researches,  carried 
out  gratuitously,  with  the  aid  of  two  paid  assistants. 
"No  person,"  says  the  Professor,  "who  has  any 
knowledge  of  this  subject  realises  more  fully  than 
does  the  Hon.  A.  N.  Cheney,  the  able  fish  culturist 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  that  it  is  folly  to 
attempt  to  stock  with  fish  waters  which  are  barren 
of  food  to  support  them  or  in  which  such  deadly 
enemies  as  the  lamprey  has  been  proved  to  be  are 
allowed  to  exist."  Here,  again,  we  find  that  it  is  to 
Mr.  Cheney  we  owe,  in  a  great  measure,  this 
invaluable  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
lamprey,  of  its  destructiveness  to  other  fish  life, 
and  suggestions  for  its  extermination,  or,  at  any 
rate,  partial  extermination,  where  necessary. 
Although  I  have  seen  fish  which  have  been  killed 
by  lampreys  and  often  heard  of  such  cases,  I  do 
not  think  that  there  has  ever  been  a.nj  cause  in 
our  coimtry  for  considering  means  of  exterminating 
them  ;  rather  the  other  way — namely,  regrets  at 
their  disappearance  from  our  rivers  like  other  fish 
which  were  formerly  plentiful. 

The  American  freshwater  dog-fish  (Amia  calva) 
is  another  predatory  fish  which  is  threatened  with 
extermination  or,  at  any  rate,  reduction,  and  of 
this  fish  a  very  full  and  particularly  interesting 
account  is  given  by  Dr.  Bashford  Dean.  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  Dr.  Dean  would  regard  the  entire  exter- 
mination of  this  fish  "  in  the  light  of  a  public 
calamity,"  as  it  is  the  sole  and  but  little  modified 


survivor  of  a  great  race  of  fishes,  which  in  the 
raesozoic  times  gave  rise  to  most,  if  not  all,  of 
our  living  types  (teleosts). 

Mr.  Cheney  contributes  a  short  chapter  on  the 
common  eel,  reprinted  chiefly  from  his  papers  on 
the  subject  in  Forcnt  and  Stream,  also  some  inter- 
esting notes  on  the  lobster,  yellow  iierch,  tomcod, 
mackerel,  and  weakfish. 

I  have  no  space  to  refer  to  the  matter  relating  to 
game  and  forests  contained  in  this  deeply  interesting 
volume.  Merely  to  turn  over  its  pages  makes  one 
wish — with  a  sigh  at  its  hopelessness — that  our 
Government  helped  the  people  to  help  themselves 
in  the  way  the  American  States  do. 

R.  B.  Marstox. 


HOMEWAED  FEOM  NAM  SEN 
AND  EAUMA. 


Many  a  time  had  Mother  Nature  seemed  to  weep 
over  the  departure  of  one  of  her,  as  some  people  say, 
spoiled  children. 

I  had  seen  it  with  mingled  feelings  rain  soft  or 
heavy,  wild  wind-gusts  lashing  my  face  with  it,  or 
thick  veils  of  saddening  moistui'e  first  softening, 
then  obliterating,  fair  sun-oundings  of  river  and 
lake,  mountain  and  moor,  scenes  of  alternate 
triumphs  and  discomfitures,  way  down  in  sweet 
county  Kerry,  in  wild  and  distant  Donegal,  by 
Dei-went-side  in  pleasant  Cumberland,  and,  lastly, 
on  leaving  fair  Christiansand,  in  southern  Norway, 
after  merry  times  among  salmon  and  grilse  on  the 
streams  and  pools  of  the  neighbouring  Mandal  iir 
the  congenial  company  of  "  Red  Spinner." 

But  such  utterly  imcompromising  and  pitiless 
rain  as  darkened  the  glorious  valley  of  the  classic 
Namsen  on  the  afternoon  of  September  3,  1900,  I 
have  seldom  experienced  in  the  course  of  a  "  long 
and  chequered  career"  in  many  lands.  We  had 
suffered  a  good  deal  from  "  heavy  wet  "  during  the 
latter  weeks  of  August,  and  consequent  lumbago, 
cold,  and  sore  throat  would  have  made  me  take  a  very 
low  view  of  things  in  general  but  for  the  presence 
of  three  noble  salmon  of  201b.,  171b.,  and  171b. 
respectively  stretched  on  the  wet  grass  under  the 
dripping  poplar  tree  by  the  porch  of  Grande  Farm, 
the  glorious  reward  of  two  hours'  fishing  with  fly 
on  a  heavy,  swollen  river,  after  many  days'  salmon- 
less  labom-  on  waters  which  had  repaid  me  only 
with  strong  silvery  sea-trout  or  a  casual  grilse. 

And  now  bills  were  paid,  and  hearty  "  farvels  " 
exchanged  with  the  four  good  boatmen  who  had 
patiently  and  uncomplainingly  toiled  through  wet 
and  shine  to  show  the  G.s  and  myself  such  sport 
as  the  impropitious  elements  allowed,  the  sturdy 
farmer,  and  the  good  dame  who  had  been  brought 
from  a  distance  to  cook  for  us,  and  a  big  cart  had 
taken  half  an  hour's  start  with  our  lieavier  baggage, 
including  two  boxes  of  salmon  and  grilse,  beauti- 
fully kippered  by  our  host,  and  we  packed  ourselves 
miserably  on  two  carrioles  and  trotted  away  in  tlie 
drenching  downpour,  along  the  avenue  of  over- 
arching scarlet-berried  mountain-ashes,  down  the 
dark  and  flooded  valley,  past  the  wood-shaded 
streams  of  Ranemskoren,  scene  of  my  morning's 
triumph ;  and  I  huddled  myself  shiveringly  under 
various  utterly  inadequate  protection  of  overcoat, 
Norwegian  sailor's  oilskin,  and  leathern  carriole- 
apron  over  my  almost  flatly  extended  legs,  and 
gradually  stiffened  with  the  chill,  and  liated  having 
to  get  down  at  the  ferry  above  Vibstad,  where  each 
"  heste  "  was  taken  out,  and  they  and  the  carrioles 
and  passengers  conveyed  across  the  broad,  dark 
stream,  amid  seaward-tossing  logs  and  pine  trunks, 
by  a  melancholy  rain-soaked  Charon,  in  the  huge 
flat-bottomed  boat  which  he  hauled  along  a  wire 
rope.  "Inspanned"  again,  we  passed  swollen 
tributary  streams,  and  thought  how  the  silvery 
sea-trout  would  be  running  up  them,  and  all  the 
glorious  but  half-obliterated  scenery  of  mountain 
and  forest,  flowery  meadow-  and  pasture-land  and 
ripening  cornfields,  and  at  one  corner  were  moved 
to  mild  mirth  at  sight  of  two  drooping  and 
saturnine-looking  magpies  that  looked  down  upon 
us  from  two  empty  window-frames  of  a  new  wooden 
house,  and  hours  of  moist,  chilly  misery  passed  as 
we  neared  the  huge  towering  cliffs  that  hang  over 
the  road  by  the  lower  j)art  of  the  mighty  river,  from 
the  precipitous  heights  of  which  impromptu  water- 
falls came  plashing  down  over  and  on  to  the 
road  in  a  way  that  was  somewhat  disconcerting  to 
us,  and  to  the  occupants  of  a  little  cavalcade  of 
carrioles  which  overtook  and  passed  us,  the  said 
occupants  being,  as  we  after-nards  found,  a  fair  and 


162 


sweet  singer  of  renown,  "  a  daughter  of  the  gods, 
di^'nely  tall,"  and  her  tall  and  equally  talented 
husband,  with  sundry  attendants,  huiTying  through 
the  deluge  to  Namsos,  after  a  sporting  honeymoon 
far  inland.  After  a  narrow  escape  of  a  spill  at  a 
dangerous  comer,  feeling  so  numbed  and  stiff  that 
I  Icathed  the  idea  of  having  to  jump  out,  we 
arrived  at  Namsos  in  the  gloaming,  met  by  a 
friendly  Customs  official,  who  informed  us  that 'the 
best  rooms  in  the  Grand  Hotel  were  taken  by  the 
above-mentioned  party,  and  conducted  us  to  the 
"  Nordstjernen  "  (North  Star),  a  comfortable  little 
hosteh-y,  entermg  which,  with  unfeigned  gratitude 
after  nearly  four  hom-s'  deluge,  I  found  my  "  west- 
ward "  leg  and  foot  soaked  to  the  skin,  while  the 
other  was  fairly  dry. 

My  companions  'had  also  suffered  severely,  but 
we  were  soon  appreciating  all  the  more  keenly'the 
delights  of  di-yness  and  warmth,  and  the  charmmgly 
heterogeneous  arrangement  of  hot  viands  and  daint^,- 
little  cold  savouries  which  constitute  a  good 
Norwegian  supper,  over  which  we  lingered  long. 

Next  morning  dawned  wet  and  windy,  and  we 
found  that,  owing  to  wild  weather  further  north, 
and  much  freiglit  of  herrings,  our  steamer  for 
Trondhj  em  could  not  aiTive  till  late  at  night,  so  we 
pervaded  the  town  in  "  lucid  intervals  "  of  weather, 
amusing  ourselves  with  such  features  as  elk-heads 
and  horns,  quaint  old  silver-ware,  photographs  of 
glorious  scenery,  wonderful  boat-shaped  boots,  and 
interesting  shows  of  fishing  tackle,  including  sjiecial 
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boy  to  call  us  when  the  steamer  was  in.  A  steamer's 
whistle  at  2.30  a.m.  awoke  the  writer,  a  light  sleeper, 
and  he,  finding  the  luggage  gone,  promptly  roused 
his  reluctant  companions,  and  all  three  stumbled 
grmublingly  down  to  the  quay  at  about  the  chilliest 
hour  of  a  \vild  wet  windy  night,  to  find  a  steamer 
there  truly,  but  not  ours,  one  from  the  south  bound 
for  Hanmierfest !  We  took  refuge  in  a  wareliouse 
\yith  sweetly  mingled  odours  of  pitch  and  dried  cod, 
till  lights  of  another  steamer  were  seen  up  the  fjord. 

This  must  be  our  boat  I  But  it  wasn't !  Young 
G.  and  I  perambulated  the  town  in  the  damp  and 
dreary  dawn,  while  the  wiser  G.  senior  returned  to 
the  "North  Star,"  whither  we,  wearied,  followed 
him.  But  about  5  a.m.  a  welcome  whistle  waked 
me,  and  off  we  all  started  for  the  quay  again,  to 
find  that  it  was  the  boat  for  Hammerfest  going 
out !  After  an  early  and  a  later  breakfast,  and 
considerable  telephoning  with  Wilson's  agents  at 
Troudhjem  as  to  our  chances  of  catching  the  biggest 
Salmo  of  the  trip,  the  boat  for  Hull,  leaving  at  ten 
o'clock  that  night,  behold  two  boats  camejin  for 
the  south,  the  Vesfa  and  the  Nordsfjerneii,  but 
neither  likely  to  reach  Trondhjem  in  time  ! 

So  we  telephoned  to  ask  if  Salmo  would  stop 
at  Beian,  an  island  rock  which  she  would  pass  two 
hours  after  leaving  Trondhjem,  and  we  about  the 
same  time  he/ore  arriving  there,  to  pick  us  up,  eight 
"  homeward- bounders  "  in  all.  But  no  reply  came 
before  we  embarked  on  the  Nordsfjcrnoi,  a  most 
comfortable  boat,  with  pleasantjfellow-passengers. 
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looking  over  the  side,  and  soon  I  am  enjoying  mv 
pipe  and  exchanging  experiences  with  other  salmon 

anglers,  and  I  find  that'  good  Captain  C  had 

told  the  brokers  that  he  ivonld  stop  for  us  at  Beian, 
but  we  had  not  got  the  reply  in  time,  and  he  was 
rather  suqjrised  to  meet  us  up  the  fjord  1 

Next  morning  dawned  with  fair  skies  and  brilliant 
sunshine,  and  we  were  steammg  out  of  a  bright 
blue  fjord,  leaving  fair  Christiansund  steeped  L 
sun-glow,  which  softened  the  rugged  rocks  and  hill, 
around,  and  illuminated  the  distant  purple  moun 
tains,  capped  and  flecked  with  the  fine  nev 
September  snows. 

And  now  new  fellow-passengers  come  on  the  scene 
including  a  well-known  Sundal  salmon-slayer  and  t, 
bright  small  bo\-  with  a  certain  white-tip  salmon-^ 
fly  in  his  cap ;  notmg  which,  I  ask  if  that  fiv  has 
done  some  great  deed.    "  Killed  two  salmon,"  is  th 
reply.  "  You  '?  "  "  Yes,  they  were  not  big,  only  71b.| 
and  91b.  But  they  were  fresh-run  ;  the  big  ones  ar 
all  old  red  fish  I  "    Happy  little  boy— more  power| 
to  his  elbow  and  tight  lines  with  many  a  monster  11 

At  noon,  at  Aalesund,  a  fine  sea-fishing  centre] 
and  a  good  stepping-off  place  for  Romsdalen  and 
other  angling  and  tourist  attractions,  we  pick  up  a 
well-known  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and 
some  of  his  family,  returning  from  a  sojourn  in 
Lower  Romsdalen,  where  they  have  foimd  salmon 
few  and  small,  and  some  of  them  requiring  the; 
hanging  of  a  worm  on  the  fly-hook  before  they; 
would  take  the  fly ;  but  the  Rauma  has  given  them  fail-' 


(1  i,tujtu  Ijjj]  [If.  //.  OHon,  Tiintj  C,iUe;,e,  lambi-kh/e. 

HoMEWAKD  Bound  from  Nobway. 
Anglers  on  the  s.s.  Salmo. 
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"  J'''"'"  by}  [M-.  II.  Oi  tiin,  'J'rin.ti/  Colleje,  Cnmbii  irie. 

Salmon  and  Sea-Troit. 
An  Evening's  Catch  on  the  Bauma.— Sahnon,  51b. ;  Sea-Trout,  ilb.  to  l^lb. 


Namsen  spoons,  and  huge  trout-flies,  on  cards 
bearing  a  well-known  English  trade-mark,  on  large 
double  hooks,  some  like  magnified  May  Flies,  and 
one  wonderful  creation  with  big  round  wings  of 
spotted  Argus  pheasant  dyed  a  vivid  pui-ple,  which 
we  saw  in  several  shops,  and  marvelled  muchly, 
and  doubted  if  such  monsters  would  kill,  save  on  a 
big  breeze-rufHed  lake. 

Had  the  weather  been  more  propitious,  and  had 
I  felt  fitter,  I  should  surely  have  tried  the  lovely 
fjord  outside,  with  its  grand  setting  of  wooded 
mountains  and  long  deer-haunted  islands,  for  some 
of  the  big  pollack  I  had  seen  leaping  among  the 
young  herring  on  my  previous  passage,  and  I  think 
phantom  or  spoon  might  have  accounted  for  a  sea- 
trout  or  two  at  the  river  mouth  ;  but  as  it  was  we 
had  to  be  content  with  pleasant  chat  of  elk  and 
rype,  salmon  and  trout,  with  new  acquaintances, 
both  Norse  and  British,  one  of  whom  was  anxious 
to  let  a  lake  near  Namsos,  "  one  hour  by  boat,  then 
two  hours'  walking,  small  house,  must  take  stores 
and  cook,  trout  plentiful,  averaging  half  a  pound  or 
so,  but  some  large";  also  some  elk-shooting, 
one  hundred  l:roner  (about  £.5  10s.)  to  be  paid  for 
Government  licence,  and  a  similar  sum  for  the 
shooting  right.  Anyone  fancying  either  of  these 
should  apply  to  Herr  Conrad  Hustad,  Namsos. 

A  man  on  the  quay  offered  us  an  elk-dog,  which 
he  avowed  had  chevied  a  bear  till  it  went  up  a  tree, 
when  the  owner  killed  it  with  a  stick  1  "  No,  it 
was  not  a  very  big  bear !  "  Our  last  night  was  a 
specially  '-giddy"  experience.  As  our  boat  might 
be  in  about  2  a.m.,  we  had  our  luggage  ready  in 
the  hall,  and  turned  in\\  ith  instructions  to  a  srnart 


a  very  liberal  Norwegian  table,  and  the  most 
obliging  of  captains.  She  carried  considerable 
deck  cargo  of  stacks  of  dried  cod,  and  I  was  annised 
to  see  a  dapper  little  brass-boimd  jiostal  official, 
shortly  before  lunch  time,  "  fossicking  "  about  with 
his  penlmife  in  one  of  the  less  mummy-like 
specimens  for  bits  of  the  savoury  meat,  and  calling 
a  comrade  to  aid  in  the  quest.  Shall  I  confess  that 
I  had  a  small  taste  myself  ?  Words  would  fail  to 
describe  the  scenery  of  that  day,  the  fjords,  moun- 
tains, and  islands,  the  boats  of  old-world  Viking 
model,  island  weed-fringed  rocks,  some  adorned 
with  groups  of  basking  seals,  while  big  eider  ducks 
swam  on  the  steel-blue  waters  around  them,  and 
many  sea  birds  were  happy,  like  ourselves,  in 
bracing  breeze  and  mrwonted  sunshine. 

But  anxiety  as  to  our  Sahno  marred  the  other- 
wise delightful  supper,  our  last  Norsk  "  spise,"  and 
at  Vallersund,  the  last  station  before  Beian,  there 
was  no  news  for  us,  nor  at  Beian  itself,  so  we  dared 
not  land  on  that  lonely  rock  in  doubt  as  to  the 
Salmo  stopping,  but  steamed  on  up  the  darkening 
Trondhjem  Fjord,  our  admirable  caj^tain  agreeing 
to  try  to  meet  the  homeward-bound  and  stop  her. 
Sure  enough,  about  11  p.m.,  the  lights  of  a  big 
steamer  api^roach.  "  Salmo  aho-o-o-y  I  Will  you 
stop  for  eight  passengers  '?  "  "  Where  are  they?  " 
''Here!"  we  all  shouted.  "All  right  I"  And 
soon  the  Nordstjernen  is  stopjied,  a  big  boat 
lowered,  and  two  sturdy  rowers  transfer  first  our 
luggage,  then  ourselves,  rods,  and  smaller  impedi- 
menta to  the  side  of  our  precious  homeward-bound. 
After  a  hearty  farewell  to  our  kindly  Norwegian 
captain,  and  a  parting  cheer  from  fellow-passengers 


sport,  amid  some  of  the  most  picturesque  possible 
surroundings,  with  sea-trout,  brown  trout,  and  goodlv 
grayling,  their  totals  being  six  salmon  and  grilse, 
sixty  sea-trout,  and  164  brown  trout  and  grayling. 

We  ha\  e  a  run  ashore  at  this  quaint  little  port, 
buy  beautiful  coloured  picture  post-cards  of 
Norwegian  scenes  and  costumes,  and  are  somewhat 
tempted  by  a  lot  of  walrus  skulls  and  tusks,  but 
refrain.  And  anon  we  are  homeward  bound  indeed, 
and  after  a  delightful  cruise  in  most  congenial 
companionship,  with  almost  a  surfeit  of  matchless 
scenery  ;  and  after  taking  on  board  in  the  North  Sea 
sundry  free  passengers  in  the  shape  of  a  very  tired 
golden  plover,  a  wheatear,  a  willow-wren,  and  a 
young  wood  pigeon,  we  are  delighted  on  the  morning 
of  Sept.  8  with  views  of  Flamborough  Head  and 
that  long  range  of  dear  old  Yorkshire's  cliffs  and 
bays,  which  brings  back  to  one  grey  -  bearded 
wanderer  such  vivid  memories  of  boyhood's  days, 
of  bonny  Derwent's  trout  and  grayling,  pleasant 
Scarborough  and  rugged  Filey's  billet  and  pollack, 
and  a  swarm  of  sweet  souvenirs  besides,  and  in  the 
afternoon  we  land  at  Hull,  whence  a  comfortable 
dining-car  express  takes  us  to  London,  and  the 
next  day  I  am  at  Calais  just  in  time  for  limch,  after 
which  my  well-kippered  salmon  and  grilse  are  duly 
admired,  and  not  many  days  elapse  before,  in  spite 
of  stirring  memories  of  gallant  fights  with  the 
strong  denizens  of  the  mighty  Namsen,  I  am  finding 
simple  pleasures  in  the  capture  of  small  whiting  on 
the  pier,  or  little  red-finned  roach  in  the  canals,  and 
a  very  occasional  cast  for  trout  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  got  over  their  post-May  Fly  sulli. 

Chas.  A.  Payton. 


I. 
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EARLY  SEA-TEOUT  QUARTERS. 

It  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  a  great  luany 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  learn  where  in 
the  spring  and  early  summer  months  they  may  get 
free,  or  nominally  free,  fishing  for  sea-trout.  Of 
course,  there  are  no  "  free  "  waters  in  realitj',  and 
we  use  the  term  advisedly,  in  ease  of  emphasising 
the  popular  error  that  such  exist  north  of  the 
liorder.  Waters  there  are  in  abundance,  but  they 
are  either  tacked  on  to  some  angling  hotel,  or  may 
be  fished  ad  lib.  by  simply  asking  permission,  or  at 
nominal  daily  or  weekly  charges,  by  way  of  safe- 
guarding rights  and  nothing  more. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  brown  or  yellow  trout 
angling  there  are  miles  and  miles  of  waters  which 
are  spoken  of  and  popularly  regarded  as  "  free " 
waters  which  do  not  come  xmder  the  category  of 
being  either  hotel  waters,  ticket  watei-s,  or  other 
kind  of  nominal  or  real  charge,  simply  because  the 
proprietor  does  not  care  to  exercise  his  right,  but 
these  are  as  a  rule  either  worthless,  from  being 
overfished,  or  so  far  removed  from  centres  of 
civilisation  that  the  cost  of  reaching  them  is  charge 
enough,  even  when  the  sport  is  good.  But  of  these 
more  anon.  It  is  to  the  whitling  or  finnock  haunts 
that  the  early  trout  angler  will  meantime  hie,  and 
it  is  concerning  these  parts  that  these  notes 
presently  refer. 

With  the  advent  of  the  salmon  season  there  is 
always  a  spring  run  of  whitling,  or,  as  they  are 
called  north  of  the  Tay,  finnock.  They  accompany 
the  first  migration  of  Salrno  salar,  and  although  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  autumn  run,  either  in 
Qumbers  or  weight,  still  they  are  most  acceptable 
both  as  a  sportive  and  edible  fish,  and  form  an 
excellent  chance  for  the  trout  angler  getting  a  look 
in  at  a  time  when  there  is  practically  nothing  else 
on  hand.  The  principal  early  season  whitling  or 
finnock  rivers  north  of  the  Tay  are  the  South  Esk, 
North  Esk,  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Deveron,  Spey, 
Lossie,  Findhorn,  Nairn,  Ness,  Beauly,  Conon, 
and  Kyle  of  Sutherland  waters,  and  of  these  the 
best  are  the  South  Esk,  Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Spey, 
ind  Findhorn.  These  are  exceedingly  good  on  their 
tidal  and  lower  reaches,  especially  the  Ythan,  Ugie, 
Findhorn,  and  Beauly,  while  most  of  the  others 
fish  fairly  well,  but  are  more  famous  for  their 
salmon  reaches  than .  for  their  finnock  quarters  in 
ihe  early  spring. 

These  finnock  mostly  av  erage  about  half  a  pound, 
ilthough  their  weights  vary  according  to  the 
jharacter  of  the  season,  and  again  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  river.  The  Dee  finnock  are  usually 
small  compared  with  the  Don  fish,  and  seldom 
sxceed  the  average,  while  the  Don  finnock,  on  the 
other  hand,  invariably  do  so.  The  Ythan  finnock 
ire  mostly  average  fish,  ranging  fi-om  6oz.  to  lOoz., 
and  occasionally  up  to  lib.,  while  the  Ugie  fish  are 
the  heaviest  of  all,  and  often  reach  the  top  weight 
jf  Ijlb.,  although  the  average  is  much  under  that 
figure.  Similar  variations  are  quite  common  to  all 
the  other  streams. 

Again,  in  an  open  season  like  the  present,  when 
the  young  fish  have  made  an  early  descent  to 
recuperate,  and  temperature  abnormally  high,  and 
marine  food  abundant  in  their  tidal  haunts,  the 
season  being,  on  the  whole,  regarded  as  a  very 
favourable  one,  the  fish  fatten  quicker,  and  put  on 
more  weight  than  when  their  haunts  are  disturbed 
by  local  storms,  or  their  tidal  quarters  made 
uncomfortable  through  ice-cold  waters.  These  all 
affect,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  early  sea-trout. 

The  finnock  is  a  lovely  fish.  Fresh  from  the  sea 
its  sheen  is  of  the  brightest  silver,  and  in  plumpness 
and  symmetry  of  mould  they  are  often  mistaken  for 
the  young  of  Sal  mo  salar.  Many  fishermen  hold 
that  they  are  not  sea-trout,  but,  as  they  put  it,  the 
missing  link  between  the  smolt  and  the  grilse  of 
the  salmon.  Of  course,  as  to  the  futility  of  such  a 
theory,  there  does  not  exist  a  missing  link  to 
account  for,  and  so  the  whitling  does  not  fill  up 
that  gap,  if  gap  there  be.  On  the  other  hand, 
place  a  3oz.  salmon  smolt,  a  12oz.  finnock,  a  21b. 
grilse,  and  a  61b.  spring-run  salmon  along  side  of 
each  other  in  a  row,  and  the  pictvire  is  complete. 
But  this  by  the  way. 

The  finnock  works  up  and  down  in  the  tidal 
water  at  this  season,  and  it  is  in  such  quarters  that 
the  best  baskets  of  whitling  are  made.  They  are 
often  of  a  mixed  lot  in  the  early  spring,  the  spent  fish 
mixing  freely  with  the  fresh-run  beauties  before 
they  take  to  the  sea,  or  have  been  long  enough 
feeding  in  the  tidal  to  put  on'  a  good  coat,  and  the 


necessary  plumpness  of  the  young  sea-trout  to  pass 
muster  as  acceptable  fish.  And  this  mixed 
condition  gives  rise  to  lots  of  controversies  over  the 
early  whitling  which  do  not  come  to  the  front  with 
those  of  a  later  migration.  However,  a  little 
experience,  and  the  spent  fish  are  as  easily  detected 
as  a  salmon  kelt,  and  as  a  rule  such  are  always 
returned  by  the  average  sportsmen,  the  better  class 
even  refraining  from  angling  for  them  when  they 
are  in  the  majority. 

The  tidal  reaches  of  the  North  and  South  Esks 
are  best  fished  from  Montrose,  and  any  of  the 
numerous  hotels  in  that  thriving  seaport  town  will 
be  only  too  glad  to  see  anglers  from  a  distance  and 
direct  them  in  the  way  they  should  go. 

Local  anglers  often  make  a  good  thing  of  it 
when  they  can  study  the  tides,  but  for  strangers 
the  inducements  are  not  tempting.  The  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee,  but 
with  this  proviso — that  there  is  a  greater  certainty 
of  sport  when  fish  are  fairly  abundant  and  the 
water  in  trim.  A  season  ticket  now  costs  10s.  for 
the  waters  belonging  to  the  Powery  Company,  but 
the  other  parts  may  be  angled  on  ad  lib.  between 
the  old  bridge  and  the  sea.  For  angling  alone  the 
Ythan  and  the  Ugie  are  the  spots  on  which  to 
secure  early  spring  quarters.  The  Don  is  a  good 
river,  and  is  constantly  improving,  but  the  finnock 
fishing  is  let  to  a  limited  number  of  rods  at  30s. 
per  rod  for  the  whole  season,  and  need  not  be 


Mr.  Tilston,  of  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Loch  Ness  side, 
is  a  fine  place  to  go  to  at  any  time.  He  has  a 
variety  of  free  fishing  for  salmon  and  sea-trout 
and  finnock  when  they  are  forward  in  force,  as  also 
a  number  of  lochs  at  his  command,  and,  like  other 
good  places,  his  house  is  seldom  if  ever  empty 
from  start  to  finish  of  the  angling  season, 

G.  M. 


SHEPHERD'S  BUSH  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Several  of  the  members  of  this  fiourishiug 
association,  including  Mr.  Ben  well  (president), 
Mr.  Pluckrose  (vice-president),  Messrs.  Acton, 
Avon,  Baldock,  Ellis,  Gray,  Golding,  .Tenner, 
Heard,  Kitsell,  Ward,  Payne,  and  Doctor  Keid, 
journeyed  to  Staines  on  Feb.  16,  in  order  to 
formally  launch  a  new  punt,  which  has  been 
provided,  without  encroaching  on  the  club  funds 
in  any  way,  by  the  co-operation  of  certain  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  association,  prominent 
mention  being  made  of  Messrs.  Kitsell,  Gash, 
Pluckrose,  Heard,  and  Wingett.  Leaving 
Shepherd's  Bush  shortly  after  two,  Staines  was 
reached  about  3.20,  and  after  a  welcome  adjourn- 
ment to  the  Cock  the  party  found  its  way  to 
Messrs.   Tims  &  Sons'   boathouse,   where  some 


.Some  Members  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association. 


further  referred  to.  It  is,  however,  the  cheapest 
bit  of  angling  in  the  market  when  a  rod  can  be 
secured,  and,  with  unlimited  time  at  one's 
disposal  to  be  on  the  river  daily  to  catch  the 
chance  when  it  comes, 'a  single  week's  sport  often 
repays  the  cost  of  the  season's  ticket.  Twenty  and 
thirty  half-pounders  is  by  no  means  a  rare  basket 
on  the  Don  tidal  when  fish  are  fairly  plentiful,  and 
experts  have  at  such  times  taken  251b.  and  301b. 
of  fish  from  these  parts  in  a  single  morning's 
tide. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  via  Aberdeen,  caters  to 
Ytlian  anglers.  The  charge  is  5s.  a  rod  per  daj', 
and  the  sport  is  at  all  times  good,  and  at  times  the 
best  that  can  be  had  anywhere.  The  Ythan  at 
Ellon,  some  miles  above,  is  also  at  the  disposal  of 
the  tourist  angler,  and  good  quarters  can  be  had  in 
the  New  Inn,  where  the  daily  tickets,  which  cost  Is., 
are  to  be  had.  The  Findhorn  and  Ugie  can  also 
be  fished  at  this  season  of  the  year  for  finnock  and 
early  sea-trout,  the  former  by  arrangement  with 
the  Messrs.  Stewart,  booksellers,  Forres,  and  the 
latter  by  Mr.  Wm.  Taylor,  Peterhead.  The 
tickets  run  to  about  £2  2s.  monthly,  or  10s.  6d.  per 
week,  and  no  one  should  think  of  spending  less 
time  than  a  fortnight  if  they  wish  to  taste  the  joys 
of  tidal  angling.  Then  they  have  a  chance  of  all 
states  of  wind,  weather,  and  water,  and  are  certain 
of  some  sport,  while  if  the  gods  are  propitious 
their  ^baskets  may  be  full  to  overflowing  all  the 
time. 


excellent  photographs  were  taken  by  Mr.  E.  AV.  J. 
Payne,  of  Shepherd's  Bush,  one  of  which  we  repro- 
duce. The  punt  was  then  christened  Goldhawkhy 
the  president,  with  all  due  ceremonial,  and  consigned 
to  the  care  of  Father  Thames  with  good  wishes  for 
its  future  occupants,  the  vice-president  also  taking 
an  active  and  impressi\  e  part  in  the  proceedings. 
After  one  or  two  trial  trips,  pro^  ocative  of  much 
fun  and  aumsement,  the  party  retraced  their  ste])s 
to  the  Cock,  where  they  partoolc  of  an  excellent 
tea  and  other  refreshments,  and  were  further 
regaled  by  some  of  the  members  with  a  few 
peculiarly  interesting  fishing  stories.  A  move  was 
made  for  town,  which  was  reached  about  6.30  p.m.. 
and  it  nmst  be  confessed  that  a  more  enjoyable 
little  outing  has  seldom  been  experienced.  Every 
one  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  thing,  with 
pronounced  success,  and  the  day  was  quite  a  red 
letter  record  in  the  annals  of  the  associatioil. 

C.  E. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  will  be 
lield  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  March  20. 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  we  imderstand,  has  promised 
to  preside  on  this  occasion,  and  no  doubt  will  be 
well  supported  by  the  many  member.*  and  their 
friends. 
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ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE  FLY 

FISHEES'  CLUB. 

Help  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Wednesday 
Evening,  March  6. 


Chairman:  Sir  Couetenay  Boyle,  K.C.B. 
^  That  very  pleasant  reunion,  the  dinner  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  has  come  to  be  regarded,  and 
\ery  properly  so,  as  one  of  the  greatest  social 
events  of  the  year  in  the  angling  world.    It  is 
always  eagerly  anticipated  by  its  members,  for  it  is 
at  these  annual  gatherings  that  the  supporters  of 
this  iniluential  society  assemble  in  considerable 
force.    As  will  be  readily  imagined,  those  who  are 
proud  to  belong  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  are 
scattered  over  the  coimtry,  hence  the  impossibility, 
in  the  case  of  many,  of  frequent  visits  bemg  paid 
to  the  commodious  headquarters  in  tlie  Haymarket. 
But  the   banquet   held   exeiy  March  invariably 
attracts  the  bulk  of  those  whose  names  are  found 
on  the  society's  books,  together  with  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  note  who  iavom-  the  highest  branch 
of  anglmg,  as  fly-fishing  undoubtedly  must  be  held 
to  be.    Last  year  the  Committee  were  exceedingly 
fortimate  in  enlisting  the  services  of  Sir  Edwai-d 
Grey  as  their  chainuan,  and  they  must  now  be 
congi-atulated  upon  ha^•ing  been  able  to  persuade 
Sir  Courtenay  E.  Boyle,  K.C.B. ,  to  undertake  the 
agi-eeable  task  of  presiding  o\  er  the  dirmer  imder 
notice.    Occupying  the  high  official  position  he 
does  as  Permanent   Secretary  to  the   Board  of 
Trade,  and  being  at  the  same  time  an  enthusiastic 
salmon  fisher,  the  choice  -was  an  excellent  and  a 
happy  one  in  every  way.    The  Victoria  Hall  of 
the  Hotel  Cecil  was  the  scene  of  Wednesday's 
feasting,  and  thanks  to  the  exertions  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  unstinted  and  arduous  labom-s  of 
Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  the  Society's  Secretary,  the 
proceedings  from  beginning  to  end  were  of  the 
most  successful  character. 
Among  the  members  present  were  ; — 


Ainslie,  W.  L. 
Allen,  W.  C. 
Bangs,  L.  W. 
Barratt,  T.  J. 
Batchelor,  A. 
Batehelor,  G. 
Bell,  F.  J. 
Bolding,  J.  J. 
Bristowe,  A.  L. 
Cammell,  G.  H. 
Carr,  W.  C. 
Case,  H. 
Catchpool,  C.  11. 
Chatterton,  G.  J. 
Olegg,  F. 
Cook,  C.  H. 
Crick,  Dr.  S. 
Davy,  J.  R.,  F.E.Z.S. 
Davison,  J.  B. 
Dobson,  A. 
Dobbs,  M. 
Edmonds,  W.,  Jun. 
Edwards,  H.  W. 
Ffennell,  H. 
Fonblanque,  B.  de 
Fox,  S. 

Franklin,  A.  E. 
Grey,  Hon.  J.  A.  de 
Grey,  T.  R. 
Halford,  E.  S. 
Halford,  Frederic  M. 
Hassam,  C.  A. 
Hewat,  R.  A. 
Hodson,  T.  J. 
Horton,  W.  Pingo  (presi- 
dent). 

James,  His  Honour  Judge 

A.  Gwynne. 
Kent,  A.  C. 
Kirton,  Dr.  C.  J. 
Find,  G.  McC. 
Linnell,  E. 
Lloyd,  N. 

Marston^   R.    B.  (hon. 

treasurer). 
McBride,  Captain  E.  E, 
McNeil,  N. 


Mear,  Harry, 
]\Iillar,  J. 
Newton,  G. 

Norris,     H.     F.  (hon. 

librarian). 
Ohlson,  F.  B. 
Orchardson,  W.  Q.,  R.A., 

D.C.L. 
Orton,  G.  H.,  M.B. 
Paterson,  J. 
Payton,  C.  A. 
Pennant,  C.  D. 
Pocklington,  Dr.  E. 
Pollard,  W.  F.  W.  ■ 
Pope,  W.  H. 
Power,  E.  J. 
Ramsbottom,  G.  H. 
Ramsay,  Captain  T.  B. 
Reuss,  C.  K. 
Roscoe,  A. 
Rowley,  W;,  C.E. 
Sankey,  R. 
Schelling,  C. 
Sclanders,  A.  W. 
Seligmann,  C.  J.,  C.G., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Senior,  Wm. 

Skues,  C.  A.  M.  (secretary). 
Skues,  G.  E.  M. 
Smith,  W.  L. 
Spence,  E.  F. 
Spray,  H. 
St.  Quintin,  P. 
Thackeray,  Captain  F.  R. 
Tolhurst,  B. 
Turrell,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Vernon,  T.  B. 
Wallis,  F.  W.  K. 
Ward,  F. 
Wardle,  Sir  T. 
Watson,  Johnston. 
Williamson,  E. 
Willock,  H.  D. 
Wills,  A.  W. 
Wilson,  David. 
Windeler,  F.  B. 
Yardley,  G.  W. 


Among  the  guests  present  were : 


Sir     Courtenay  Boyle, 

K.C.B.  (chairman). 
Colonel  Villiers. 
Abbott,  Captain 
Aflalo,  P.  G. 
Arnold,  H. 

Arnold,  J.  A.,  J.P.,  L.C.C. 
Banks,  F, 


Barratt,  H.,  C. 
Barton,  C.  S. 
Baynes,  H.  K, 
Bean.L. 
Bell,  A.  0. 
Bennett,  E.  T. 
Bentley,  C.  S.  ' 
Bevington,  H.  S, 


Bigg,  C.  0.,  Esq.,  K.C. 

Bolding,  J.  J. 

Boot,  H.  R. 

Bradford,  R. 

Broadbent,  A.  C. 

Cautrell,  H. 

Case,  R. 

Charrington,  J. 

Coke,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
the  Hon.  W.,  Rifle 
Brigade. 

Cross,  G. 

Crossley,  C.  R. 

Crosslv,  H. 

Dare-Mordle,  F. 

Da\'y,  W.  G. 

Dickson,  T. 

Dobson,  A. 

Dowell,  J. 

Drummond,  F.  S. 

Du  Cane,  A. 

Edwards,  C.  J. 

Ellimarly,  Geo.  D. 

Evans,  J.  E. 

Ferry,  E.  A. 

Forster,  W. 

Geldard,  R. 

Gilbey,  A.  W. 

Goodfellow,  Benj. 
Gordon  of  Manan,  H. 
Graham,  F.,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel. 
Cribbles,  J.  B. 
Harrison,  James. 
Harting,  J.  E.,  F.L.S. 
Holcombe. 
Hornewall,  W. 
Howard,  C. 
Howard,  G.  H. 
Humphris,  J.  Proctor 
Hutchinson,  C.  C. 
Ingles,  C.  J. 
James,  H.  Somers 
Jennings,  E. 
Johnson,  Bryan  E. 
Jonas,  H.  C. 
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At  the  close  of  the  dinner,  and  grace  having  been 
sung,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  King," 
which   was   most   loyally  received.      He  said: 
Gentlemen,  it  is  impossible  to  propose  this  toast, 
which  is  that  of  the  King,  without  some  allusion  to 
the   cu-cumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed, 
without  some  reference   to  the  memory  of  the 
beloved  sovereign  whose  death  we  all  so  lamentably 
deplore.    I  am  not  going  into  a  disquisition  on  the 
merits  of  (^ueen  Victoria.     Her  praise  is  hymned 
by  loftier  harps  than  mine  ;  but  I  will  point  out 
one  trait  in  her  character.    Her  life  was  character- 
ised by  gentleness  and  delicacy.    Those  are  qualifi- 
cations which  commend  themselves  to  fly  fishers, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  no  body  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  which  yield  in  respect  to 
the  memory  of  Queen  Victoria  than  the  fly  fishers 
of  this  country.    But  the  toast  is  that  of  the 
King.     We  wish  him  prosperity,  we  wish  him 
a  long  and  a  happy  reign.     Wq  are  sure  that 
if    his    desserts   command   a    happy    reign  he 
will  have  one,  and  I  am  satisfied  of  this,  that 
if  we  fly  fishers  should  think  that  His  Majesty 
King  Edward  has  got  one  fault  in  that  he  is  not 
a  fly  fisher,  the  lack  is  supplied  by  the  skill  of  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  (hear,  hear).    I  happen 
to  have  had  the  enormous  privilege  of  assisting  in 
a  humble  capacity  at  the  capture  of  the  Queen's 
first  salmon  (hear,  hear).    I  remember  the  scene 
perfectly  well,  and  I  recollect  the  extraordinary 
operations  which  took  place  before  it  was  brought 
to  land.    But  one  thing  I  remember,  too,  and  that 
is  that  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  was  seized 
from  that  very  moment  with  a  love  of  fly  fishing 
which  will  last  her  all  her  life.     Both  the  King 
and  the  Queen  have  qualifications  which  commend 
themselves  to  all  of  us,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  every  man  to  whom  I  am  talking  this  evening 
wishes  them  both  a  very  prospei-ous  and  a  happy 
reign  (applause). 

National  Anthem — "  God  save  the  King." 
Solo  :  Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson. 

The  Chairman, — Gentlemen,  I  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  exaggerate  the  pleasure  with  which  I 
received  from  Mr.  Pingo  Horton  and  your  com- 
mittee an  invitation  to  preside  here  to-night.  I 
am  not  going  to  try  to  exaggerate  that  gratification, 
because  exaggeration  is  a  quality  which  fishermen 
always  repudiate.  (Laughter.)  A  little  while  ago 
I  came  across  a  very  amusing  book  of  fiction, 


written  by  an  American,  in  which  the  hero  had 
engraved  upon  liis  tombstone  the  characteristics  of 
his  life,  of  which  he  was  most  proud.  This 
is  what  he  said;  "I'm  not  afraid,  I'm  not 
ashanied  at  nothing  I  ever  done.  I  never 
lied  in  the  horse  trade  and  never  catched 
a  fish  bigger  'n  'twas  "  (loud  laughter).  Now  that 
was  a  very  good  fellow  (laughter).  I  do  not 
suppose  anybody  who  listens  to  me  now  ever 
"  catched  "  a  fish  bigger  than  it  was,  but  I  think* 
some  of  us  have  hooked  one  more  than  once.  A& 
any  rate,  I  am  not  gomg  to  exaggerate  and  catch  a 
fish  bigger  than  it  was  by  over-exaggerating  the 
pleasure  your  invitation  gave  me.  It  gave  me  \  ery 
great  pleasure  because  I  have  been,  in  various  ways, 
a  fisherman  all  my  life.  My  earliest  recollection 
(I  am  afraid  this  was  \ery  nearly  lialf  a  century 
ago)  was  of  catching  golden  and  silver  fish  through 
the  chinks  of  a  bridge  in  the  Botanical  Gardens  withj 
a  crooked  pin  and  honey  paste  (laughter).  I  had  an| 
enormous  success  until  one  of  the  upi^er  guardians  off 
the  waters  came  and  peremptorily  forbade  my  going  • 
on.  I  do  not  quite  know  whether  a  predecessor  of 
mine  in  the  chair  would  say  that  because  I  caught 
silver  and  gold  fish  on  that  occasion,  I  was  a 
bi-metallist  (laughter).  All  I  can  say  is,  that  it 
he  tries  to  catch  me  with  that  sort  of  lure,  I  shall 
not  rise.  Later  on,  when  I  was  of  the  age  of  eight, 
I  used  to  fish  over  the  railings  of  the  gardens  of 
Hampton  Court— where  nobody  can  fish  now,  and 
where  I  used  to  catch  perch  and  eels  and  Httle  pike. 
I  remember  perfectly  well,  on  one  occasion,  all 
those  fat  carp,  which  even  nowadays  we  see,  took 
to  biting  so  that  all  the  resources  of  the  nursery 
were  soon  exhausted,  and  I  had  not  one  single  rod 
left.  If  I  live  for  another  forty  years,  I  shall  never 
find  carp  bite  as  they  did  on  that  day.  They  took 
everything  offered,  and  finally  ran  away  with  the 
whole  of  my  rods  and  tackle  and  lines.  It  was  on 
one  of  those  days  that  a  dear  relative  of  mine 
said : — 

And  if  the  float  begins  to  bob, 

Or  a  minnow  wags  its  tail, 

He  thinks  it  is  a  mighty  pike. 

If  not  a  downright  whale  (loud  laughter). 

I  do  not  remember  my  first  trout,  but  I  re- 
member one  of  my  earliest  trouting  expeditions  to 
Beddgelert,  in  North  Wales,  where  the  minister 
was  good  enough  to  translate  for  our  edification 
the  most  difficult  part  of  his  Welsh  sermon.  He 
did  not  translate  the  easiest  parts,  and  we  were, 
therefore,  not  nmch  the  wiser,  but  lie  did  tell  us 
the  meaning  of  the  most  difficult  portion,  and  in 
one   part   was   an  absolute   prohibition   of  our 
fishing  on  a  Sunday.    He  was  perfectly  right  and 
we  were  wrong,  but  one  of  our  party  avenged 
us   on  the  minister  by  filling  his  rain  gauge 
with  water  which  entirely  upset  the  calculations 
he  had  sent  on  to  the  Field.     It  was  a  very 
poor     revenge     after     all,    but    it    did  have 
some     effect    (laughter).     It     led    to  a  most 
violent  controversy  in  tlie  Field  as  to  why  such  a 
vast  amount  of  rain  had  fallen  in  Wales  whilst 
there  had  been  none  in  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  explanation  we  could  have  quickly  given,  but 
no  one  else  could.    This  incident  only  shows  how 
dangerous  statistics  sometimes  are,  whether  they 
emanate  from  the  Board  of  Trade  or  from  any 
other  public  department,     I  have  also  a  lively 
recollection  of  my  first  salmon — it  was  a  kelt  (loud 
laughter) ;  and  I  remember  my  horrible  disappoint- 
ment when  I  was  told  that  it  would  not  cook  and 
was  not  fit  to  eat.    Since  then,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
my  nose  has  been  to  the  grindstone.    It  got  there 
too  early,  and  has  been  there  too  long  to  have  given 
me  the  opportunity  of  having  that  experience  of  fly- 
fishing which  most  of  you  have  had.  Nevertheless 
I  have  had  some  success  and  very  pleasant  times. 
I  had  one  very  enjoyable  week  on  the  Suir  river,  in 
Ireland,  where  we  took,  in  the  intervals  of  fishing, 
to  writing  doggerel  verse.    One  has  remained  in 
my  memory  e\er  since.     I  hope  Mr.  Hamilton 
Adye,  if  he  is  alive,  will  forgive  me  for  repeating  it : 

Do  you  recall  that  day  in  March 

Upon  the  Suir  River, 
When  a  big  fish  rose  beneath  the  arch 

And  made  Sir  Courtenay  shiver? 

I  do  recall  that  day  in  March, 

But  never  more,  no,  never, 
Will  Balfour  get  from  out  that  lodge 

His  minnow  lost  for  ever. 

If  you  had  seen  my  gallant  friend  casting  his 
minnow  you  would  not  have  been  surprised  at  the 
result.   T  have  caught  little  dace  and  perch,  I  have 
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dropped  my  fly  over  chiiL  in  Midland  streams,  but 
I  ha\c  never  cauglit  bass.    I  know  nothing  about 
that  art  wliicli  friends  near  me  explain  so  well  to 
the  public  the  art  of  throwing  a  dry  fly.    ]3ut  I 
have  done  something  in  the  way  of  catching  jiike 
with  a  fly,  and  I  commend  to  all  those  who  are 
incUned  to  catch  pike  that  they  liad  better  join  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  because  a  fly  is  one  of  the  best 
baits  for  pike  that  you  can  possibly  have,  whether 
in  a  lake,  river,  or  brook.   Now,  gentlemen,  I  would 
wish  to  refer  to  one  or  two  reasons  wh.N'  I  think 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  should  connnend  itself  to  all 
Englishmen  and  to  all  Englishwomen.     In  the 
first  place,  it  is  a  ^•erv  healthy  anmsement.  We 
have  to  combat  all  w  eathers,  and  to  be  out  at  all 
times  and  seasons.    "We  do  not  mind  snow  or  rain, 
or  even  ice.    A  friend  of  mine  was  telling  me  that 
the  best  day's  salmon  fishing  he  had  in  the  Dee  was 
when,  before  they  could  cast  a  Ihie,  they  had  to 
break  the  ice  on  the  pools  in  the  river.    We  always 
have  an  opportunity  of  studying  nature  in  her  most 
charming  moods,  and  if  we  read  such  books  as 
A  lit  lint)}  oil  till'  Sjjci/,  or  those  delightful  chapters 
which  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  gives  us  from  time  to 
time,  we  shall,  I  hope,  admit  that  in  fly  fishing  we 
liave  Ofjportunities  of  learning  from  Nature  what 
Nature  can  teach  us,  such  as  few  sportsmen  have 
in  a  similar  degree.    The  next  reason  is  that  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  studying  a  river.    I  have 
always  thought  that  a  salmon  river  (I  do  not  know  so 
nnich  about  trout  streams  as  I  ought)  is  like  a  woman, 
(■(triitm  rt  vuifahile  semper,  always  in  some  mood 
which  you  have  to  know  ere  you  can  successfully  woo 
her — always  to  be  wooed  if  you  are  persevering,  and 
generally  to  be  won.    Another  thing  is  fly  fishing, 
from  an  economic  point  of  view,  gives  emplovment 
to  a  large  number  of  jjersons  who  would  otherwise 
bo  unemployed  and  unable  to  obtain  their  liveli- 
liood,  and  upon  this  point  I  welcome  the  dictum 
of  the  recent  Vice-Regal  Commission  which  has 
lately  reported  upon  salmon  fishing  in  Ireland. 
They  say  this,  and  I  commend  what  they  state  to 
anybody  who  says  or  who  is  inclined  to  think  that 
salmon  fishing  or  trout  fishing  and  all  fly  fishing  is 
not  calculated  to  promote  public  interests  :  "  We 
fully  recognise  that  the  presence  of  anglers  is  a 
source   of  much  profit  and  employment  in  the 
districts  frequented  by  them."    (Laughter.)  And 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  districts  frequented  by 
anglers  will  be  the  whole  of  the  districts  of  the 
T  nited  Kingdom.    This  dictum  of  the  Yice-Regal 
Connnission  will  cover  Great  Britain,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.     Another  reason   is   that  there  is 
nothing  sordid  or  pecuniary  in  salmon  fishing.  Of 
course  we  have  to  pay  for  it  (hear,  hear),  but 
however    much     you    pay    you    cannot  com- 
mand  sport.     If  you   pay  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  you  can  command  an  almost  unlimited 
amomit  of   pheasants.     li  you  pay  money  for 
feeding  you  can  make  j'our  stags  of  any  size  you 
like.    If  you  can  command  money  and  pay  it,  you 
can  have  a  very  large  amount  of  grouse,  but  I  defy 
anybody,  however  much  he  may  spend,  to  have 
more  salmon  in  a  river  than  the  river  will  permit, 
and  the  circumstances  and  the  moment  allow.  You 
cannot,  by  paying  any  sum  of  money  you  like, 
ensure  a  successful  day's  trout  or  salmon  fishing. 
Therefore,   salmon    and    trout,   and   fly  fishing 
generally,  is  a  higher  order  of  sport  than  any  others 
(Hear,  hear.)  One  more  characteristic  of  fly  fishing. 
There  is  no  coercion  about  it.    There  is  no  bullying 
about  it.    If  a  fish  does  not  choose  to  come  you 
cannot  make  it.    I  remember  someone  saying  to 
me,  "  Why  those  flies,  if  to  Jock  Scott  she  will  not 
rise  nothing  can  make  her,  the  devil  take  her  " — 
and  that  is  the  mood  in  which  many  salmon  fishers 
find  the  fish  on  most  occasions.     But  what  I 
insist  upon  is   this  :   that    you   cannot  coerce 
a  salmon  or  a  trout.    You  may  coerce  a  stag, 
a  fox,    a  rabbit,    or   a  partridge,    but   not  a 
salmon.    If  tlie  latter  does  not  choose  to  come  you 
cannot  make  it,  and  trout  are  the  same.  ,  There- 
fore, I  urge  that  fly  fishing  is  a  higher  order  of 
sport  than  any  other  of  the  orders  which  I  have 
enumerated,  and  fly  fishing  also  encourages  two 
great  English  qualifications  —  patience  and  per- 
severance.   It  is  by  patience  and  by  perseverance 
that  the  British  nation  has  risen  to  the  height  it 
has  at  present  attained.  Patience  and. perseverance 
are  the  two  great  characteristics  of  the  British 
nation,  and  these  characteristics,  above  all  others, 
are  encouraged  by  the  fly  fisher.    (Hear,  hear.)  I 
think  one  of  the  greatest  compliments  e\"er  paid  to 
me  was  paid  on  that  same  Suir  Piiver  on  a  xery 
bad  day,  when  two  or  three  friends  of  mine  came 


down  from  the  upper  water  with  the  keeper  of  the 
beat.    When  lie  came  down  he  said,  "Mr.  Jiylcs 
is  lying  on  the  bank,  it's  no  use  your  fisliing." 
That  is'  the  greatest  compliment  ever  paid  to  my 
perseverance  I  ever  had  in  my  life.    And  now  what 
are  the  prospects  of  fly  fishers  for  the  future  ?  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  we  have  not  arrived  at 
somewhat  serious  times.  There  are  more  gentlemen, 
and  ladies,  who  want  to  go  out  fishing.     There  are 
not  more  rivers,   and  certainly   not   moi-e  fish. 
Therefore,  are  we  going  to  have  as  good  a  time  in 
the  future  as  some  of  us  have  had  in  the  past  ?  I 
somewhat   doubt  it.     As   regards^  sahuon,  the 
problem  is  a  very  difficult  one.     Our  salmon  rivers 
ha\  e  shown  a  tendency  to  giow  less  and  less  in 
their  supply,  which  nmst  give  uneasiness  to  every- 
body who  thinks  about  tlie  subject,  to  some  extent, 
and  somewhat  alarm  those  who  have  anything  to 
do  vvitli  salmon  legislation,  whether  by  Acts  of 
Parliament  or  bye-laws  of  conservators.    I  think  it 
is  clearly  established  that  the  salmon  rivers  of  this 
country  are  not  \  ielding  as  much  as  they  did. 
(Hear,  hear.)    It  is  for  that  reason  tliat  two  com- 
missions have  lately  been  appointed,  one  a  vice- 
regal commission  in  Ireland,  and  the  other  a  Eoyal 
commission  dealing  with  England  and  Scotland 
(Hear,  hear).    Sir  Edward  Grey  last  year  said  that 
he  hoped  that  the  lloyal  Connnission  was  not 
appointed  with  any  desire  to  shelve  the  subject  or 
to  put  ofif  the  consideration  of  difficult  problems. 
I  have  something  to  do  with  the  Eoyal  Connnission, 
and  I  can  assure  you  in  the  most  enipliatic  way 
that  the  reason  for  the  appointment  of  it  was  that 
there  was  a  desire  to  deal  with  the  problems 
(Ai^plause).    Those  are  extremely  difficult.  You 
have  the  conflict  between  the  lower  proprietors 
and  the  upper  proprietors.    You  have  difficulties 
regarding  the  obstruction  of  water ;  difficulties, 
too,  as  to  the  pollution  of  water ;  difficulties  relating 
to  the  restoration  of  fish  by  artificial  means  ;  and 
above  all  things,  you  have  difficulties  as  to  over 
fishing.    It  is  hoped  that  the  Royal  Commission 
which   is  now   sitting,  and  which   is  carefully 
examining  into  the  problems  laid  before  it,  will 
make  a  report  which  will  be  useful  to  the  public 
and    the   Government    generally.     Lord  Elgin 
and  his  colleagues  have  to  solve  an  enormous 
nirmber  of  very  difficult  issues.  You  will  forgive  me 
for  not  going  deeply' into  them  now  —  probably 
every  man  in  this  room  will  be  able  to  contribute 
in  some  way  or  other  to  a  solution  of  those  diffi- 
culties which  lie  before  first  of  all  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, and   secondly,  before   the  Government 
which  has  to  deal  with  the  report  of  that  Royal 
Commission.    It  is  for  you,  the  public,  to  consider 
how  best  to  solve  the  extraordinary  complications 
of  interests  which  lie  before  Lordi  Elgin  and  his 
colleagues.    One  of  the  most  difficult  things,  and 
one  only,  is  the  question  of  artificial  hatcheries. 
The  Commission  in  Ireland  has  reported  in  favour 
of  artificial  hatcheries  (hear,  hear).    That  is  a  dis- 
tinct step  in  advance.    I  am  not  going  to  say  to 
you  that  it  is  established  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion that  artificial  hatcheries  are  a  good  thing,  but 
the  fact  that  a  Commission  has  recommended  that 
State  money  should  be  spent  in  an  experiment  with 
regard  to  them  must  be  of  service  (applause),  and  it 
will  be  helpful  in  this  way.    Some  of  the  Conser- 
vators of  certain  rivers  have  money  placed  at  their 
disposal  for  the  promotion  of  the  fishery  interests  of 
their  river.     Some  of   those  Conservators  have 
asked  leave  to  spend  those  moneys  in  artificial 
hatcheries.    Hitherto  it  has  been  very  difficult  to 
know  whether  the  money  ought  to  be  so  spent, 
but  the   report   of    this   Commission,  specially 
appointed,  corroborated  by  a  report  of  the  English 
and  Scotch  Commission  in  favour  of  an  experiment 
being  made  with  fish  hatcheries,  will  undoubtedly 
help    the    development   of    trials    of  artificial 
hatcheries  in  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
(applause).    I  want  to  say  one  word  before  con- 
cluding, and  it  is  this — that  there  is  really  no 
rivalry  between  the  lower  proprietors   and  the 
upper  proprietors   of   a   river,  whether  it  be  a 
trout  or  a  salmon  river.    The  interests  of  both 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  directed  to  increasing  the 
yield  of  that  river  to  its  utmost  possible  extent, 
if  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  the  lower  proprietors 
will  get  more  and  the  upper  proprietors  will  get 
more  also.    If  the  lower  proprietors  kill  all  the 
geese  which  lay  the  golden  eggs  there  wUl  be 
nothing  for  themselves  nor  for  the  upper  2)ro- 
prietors.    And  this  must  be  remembered — that  the 
amount  of  harm  done  to  a  river  by  the  angler  is 
infinitesimal,  and  the  quantity  of  fish  killed  with 


rod  and  line  is  hardly  wortli  naming  at  all.""  Let  us 
hope  that  by  the  etlbrts  of  the  lloyal  Connnission, 
and  by  the  efl'orts  of  the  Legislature  acting  upon 
that  Royal  Commission  and  its  report,  opportunities 
may  exist  in  a  greater  degree  for  the  enjoyment 
and  continuance  of  that  sport  in  which  all  of  us 
are,  and  rightly  so,  so  much  interested.  It  is  a 
sport  at  which  moralists  cannot  cavil  and  which 
economists  cannot  censure.  It  is  free  from  attacks 
which  can  be  made  upon  many  other  forms  of 
amusement  of  the  British  people.  I,  personally, 
and  I  think  most  of  you,  too,  regard  it  as  the 
highest  class  of  sport  whicli  we  IJritisli  prac- 
tise. Let  us  hope  that  ojjportimities  will  be 
given  us  all  to  practise  ovu-  favourite  sport 
as  long  as  Providence  allows  us  to  wield  the  rod 
or  cast  a  fly  for  thirty  yards  within  two  or  three 
inches  of  where  we  expect  and  wish  it  to  fall. 
(Applause.)  I  couple  this  toast  with  two  names  • 
that  of  Mr.  Pingo  Ilorton,  yom-  president,  and  Mr. 
E.  B.  Marston,  your  hon.  treasurer.  We  con- 
gi-atulate  the  former  upon  -his  very  successful  year 
of  oflice,  and  I  \  enture  also,  as  your  chairman,  to 
congratulate  tlie  club  upon  the  position  which  it  at 
present  occupies,  and  hope  that  that  position  will 
be  made  e\'en  stronger  and  more  gratifying  in  the 
future.  AVith  regard  to  Mr.  Marston,  he  has 
returned  thanks  for  this  toast  so  many  times  that  T 
do  not  know  what  fly  he  is  going  to  rise  us  with 
to-night,  but  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  he  will  find 
some  new  resources,  and  we  shall  gratefully  and 
thankfully'  respond  to  his  lure.  I  give  you  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  coupled  with  the  names  of  Mr.  Pingo 
Horton  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.    (Loud  applause. 

Song:  "A  Summer's  Night," 
Miss  Ethel  Bevans. 

Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton  :  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  and 
gentlemen, — I  thank  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  on  behalf 
of  the  members  for  the  eloquent  and  entertaining 
terms  in  which  he  has  proposed  the  toast  of  our 
own  selves.  We  are  specially  glad  to  welcome  him 
here  to-night.  We  always  knew  that  he  was  the 
moving  spirit  in  calling  attention  to  the  gi-adual 
exhaustion  of  our  salmon  fisheries,  and  we  also 
knew  that  the  Department  of  which  he  is  an  active 
instrument,  has  appointed  a  Royal  Commission, 
which  is  now  inquiring  into  that  important  subject 
— one  which  is  verj^  near  our  wants  (hear,  hear). 
Whatever  the  practical  outcome  may  be  of  then- 
report,  we  all  hope  that  their  recommendations 
will  bear  fruit  and  be  acted  upon  by  the  Government. 
All  of  us  who  are  interested  in  the  salmon  fisheries 
of  this  country  will  be  grateful  to  our  chairman 
for  the  endeavours  he  has  made  to  get  fair 
play  for  the  persecuted  fish.  All  the  qualifications 
which  our  Chairman  possesses  we  already  knew, 
but  to-night  we  have  heard  several  very  important 
achievements  of  which  we  were  before  unaware, 
amongst  others,  I  believe,  that  our  Chan-man  has 
a  knack  of  being  able  to  control  the  world's 
statistics  (laughter).  I  do  not  know  if  this  is  the 
reason  why  we  have  had  those  incessant  rains 
during  the  past  week  or  to  what  they  are  due. 
We  laiow  that  he  is  an  ardent  salmon  fisherman, 
and  that  he  has  extended  his  art  to  catching  gold 
and  silver  fish,  and  has  even  fished  in  the  Botanical 
Gardens.  How  he  manged  that  I  do  not  know, 
but  none  of  us  in  our  younger  days  were  able  to 
get  access  to  those  sacred  waters.  Our  old  fi-iend 
the  Hon.  Treasurer  will  deal  with  details  of  the 
club's  position.  He  has  got  his  eye  upon  me  to 
see  that  I  do  not  throw  a  fly  upon  his  water.  The 
past  year  has  been  one  of  progi-ess  and  prosperity 
and  has  fully  confirmed  the  views  of  the  committee 
that  they  would  be  right  in  enlarging  the  scope  of 
the  club  and  obtaining  new  pi-emises  of  our  own. 
It  is  sixteen  years  since  the  club  was  founded,  and, 
though  we  cannot  pride  ourselves  on  having  prize 
competitions  or  pegged  down  matches,  we  have 
cemented  our  bond  of  union,  and  the  presence  here 
of  the  lai-ge  assembly  of  gentlemen  and  members 
is  ample  evidence  that  the  club  has  justified  its 
formation.  We  have  in  the  club-room  a  splendid 
collection  of  specimen  fish.  I  doubt  if  there  is 
anvthing  finer  in  the  United  Ivingdom  than  the 
model  of  the  291b.  Loch  Stermes  trout ;  one  of  the 
members  has  succeeded  in  landing  a  501b.  salmon, 
and  has  oftered  to  present  the  club  with  a  model  of 
it.  I  have  seen  it ;  it  is  not  one  of  those  hook- 
nosed old  kippers  with  a  face  like  a  monthly 
nm-se.  but  a  really  good  fish.  We  congratulate 
Mr.  Graham  on  his  success.  Our  Tlmrsday  meet- 
ings will,  I  hope,  be  better  attended.  I  have 
been  to  fliem  for  some  fifteen  years,  and  there  are 


many  hints  and  wrinkles  to  be  picked  iiji  by  those 
Avho  attend.    One  of  the  many  attractions '  of  our 
sport  is  the  fact  that  it  is  surromided  with  mysteries 
and  uncertainties.     What  are  the  causes'  which 
aftect  or  determine  the  rise  of  fly  in  southern 
chalk  streams?     ^^■hy  do  we  find  after  storms 
of  rain  or  hail  a  sudden  rise  of  01i\es,  so  hea\y 
that  your  coolness  gives  place  to  flurry  and  excite- 
ment ?    Why  are  they  sometimes  dark,  and  at 
others   light  —  sometimes   large   and  sometimes 
small  •?    These  are  matters  which,  like  the  salmon 
fishing  question,  are  difficult  to  solve.    If  you  came 
dow-n  to  the  club  on  Thursday  evenings,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  drawmg  the  Badger  (''  detached,"  I  mean), 
you  will  get  infonnation  on  these  heads  of  great 
value,  and  could  discuss  the  question  with  him.  The 
stocking  of  our  waters  is  of  paramount  importance. 
I  fear  there  is  too  often  a  craze  to  introduce 
Eainbow   or  some  other  foreign  trout  into  our 
rivers   where  the  native  variet^^-  can  hardly  be 
unpro\ed  upon.    If,  before  you 'tried  the  experi- 
ment, you  came  to  our  club  and  had  an  audience 
^\ith  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  or  someone  of  experience, 
you  would  be  M'ise,  and  time  and  monev  would 
often  be  saved.    The  future  of  the  club  is  full  of 
promise.    There  are  scores  of  capable  men  who 
should  in  course  of  time  become  members.  We 
look  forward  hopefully,  and  trust  to  make  our  views 
felt  as  to  the  evils  of  pollution,  the  obstruction  of 
our  rivers,  and  the  preservation  of  the  natural 
beauty  of  our  streams,  and  their  restoration  to 
the  natural  pmity  which  God  gave  them.  There 
is  an  old  saying  that  "  God  made  the  countrv  and 
man  made  the  town. "    We  might  say  the  devil,  but 
in  either  case  we  have  to  thank  the  towns  for  xery 
many  of  the  obstacles  existing  to  the  sport  we  have 
at  heart.    I  will  only  add  this,  may  we  long  dine 
together  year  by  year  in  the  company  of  our  guests, 
and  in  token  of  our  common  claims  and  interests 
(Applause.) 

Me.  E.  B.  Maeston  :  Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  and 
gentlemen.  I  know  that  j-ou  always  expect  your 
hon.  treasurer  to  give  you  some  account  of  how  we 
stand  in  regard  to  our  financial  and  other  affairs.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  as  concerns  our  financial 
position,  it  was  never  better  than  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  (Applause.)    The  Fly  Fishers'  Club 


is  in  a  most  healthy  and  satisfactory  condition.  ^ 
need  not  enlarge  upon  this  point  in  a  general  way, 
as   our  greatly  esteemed   President,  Mr.  Pingo 
Horton,  has  already  done  so,  but  it  is  part  of  my 
duty  as  Honorary  Treasurer  to  give  every  year  a 
few  statistics  connected  with  the  numbers  and 
financial  position  of  the  club.    As  regards  the 
numbers,  we  ha^  e  now  a  total  of  390,  as  compared 
with  379  last  year,  and  the  roll  is  made  up  at 
present  of  151  town  members,  217  country  members, 
and  22  honorarj'  members.    The  coimtry  members 
appear  to  be  increasing  rather  faster  than  the 
town,  and  as  a  town  member  I  am  glad  to  see  this, 
because  the  more  country  members  there  iire  the 
more  invitations  for  fishing  the  town  members  will 
get.  (Laughter.)  As  regards  the  financial  position  of 
the  club,  it  is  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  ever  been. 
The  income  from  subscriptions  for  1900  was  £785, 
as  compared  with  £626  for  the  previous  year.  On 
Dee.  31,  1899,  we  had  a  surplus  of  £'210  15s.  3d., 
which  was  increased  to  £393  10s.  on  Dec.  31, 1900, 
or  nearly  double  the  amount — £182  of  this  was 
actual  profit  on  the  year's  working.    The  position 
Avas  all  the  more  satisfactory  from  the  fact  that  the 
names  of  a  number  of  members  who  have  been  lost 
sight  of  have  been  removed  from  the  books. 

I  had  a  note  this  morning  from  Dr.  Hamilton, 
M  ho  was  chahman  of  the  first  dinner  of  the  club, 
Avhich  took  place  in  1885.  The  doctor  sends  greetings 
to  all  friends,  and  his  best  wishes  for  the  success 
of  the  dinjier. 

It  is  always  a  i^leasure  as  well  as  a  dutv  to 
acknowledge  gifts  made  to  the  club,  and  I  ma^- 
just  mention  the  handsome  donation  of  twenty 
guineas,  made  by  Mr.  Harry  Mear,  towards  the 
cost  of  the  natural  fly  collection  ;  and  we  are  all 
immensely  indebted  to  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford 
for  the  magnificent  and  unique  collection  of  natural 
flies  which  he  has  nearly  completed  for  the  club. 
When  I,  at  a  previous  dinner,  threw  out  the 
suggestion  that  it  would  be  a  most  interesting 
thing  to  have  such  a  collection,  I  confess  that  I 
had  no  idea  that  it  would  be  possible  to  have  any- 
thing so  perfect  as  that  Mr.  Halford  has  produced. 

Among  other  gifts  is  the  model  of  a  fifty-pound 
salmon  caught  by  Mr.  Douglas  Graham,  and 
presented  by  him,  as  already  mentioned  by  the 
president.    Then  our  esteemed  American  honorary 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

member,  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  has  given  us  a 
copy  of  the  very  handsome  report  of  the  Fish  and 
Game  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
with  superb  coloured  plates. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  New  York,  has  presented  enlarged 
photographs  of  salmon  leaping,  etc. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
ha^•e  been  asked  to  make  an  appeal  to  our  chair- 
man and  to  the  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
The  appeal  is  from  Scotch  anglers  asking  for 
assistance  in  getting  Parliament  to  extend  the 
fence  months  for  trout  to  Scotland.  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  has  promised  to  reintroduce  his  bill  for 
providing  a  close  time  for  trout  at  the  first  fa^•our- 
able  opportunity,  and  what  is  wanted  is  that  all 
who  can  do  so  should  urge  their  representati\  es  in 
Parliament  to  support  it. 

It  is  perfectly  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge 
upon  the  crying  necessity  for'this  protection,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  the  movement  to  obtain  it  will 
meet  with  the  hearty  approval  and  support  of  our 
chainnan  and  of  all  present  this  evening. 

I  am  exceedingly  gi-ateful  to  the  chairman  for 
the  very  kind  way  in  which  he  has  proposed  the 
health  of  the  club.  I  am  sure,  too,  that  you  will 
agree  ^vith  me  that  it  is  not  out  of  place  for  me,  as 
a  member,  to  express  the  thanks  of  tlie  gathering 
to  the  dinner  committee  and  the  officers,  and 
especially  to  Mr.  C.  A.  M.  Skues,  our  secretary,  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  the 
arrangements  connected  -^Nith  this  \ery  pleasant 
evening's  entertainment.  (Applause.) 

Song. — "  Annie  Laurie." 
Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson. 
Song.—"  When  the  elves  at  Dawn  do  pass." 
Miss  Elsie  Mackenzie. 
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Mv.  W.  Senior.— Mr.    Chairman,  guests,  and 
brother  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Clul),  before  I 
propose  the  toast  of  "  Our  Guests  "  I  should  like,  as 
the  matter  may  be  some  day  of  historical  import- 
ance, to  say  that  the  statement  made  by  the  chair- 
man to-night  as  to  the  capture  of  the  first  salmon 
by  Her  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  a  fisher- 
inan's  story  as  some  of  ;nou  may  have  supposed 
it  to  be.    Gentlemen,  I  was  there' (loud  laughter), 
and  I  can  promise  our  Hon.  Chairman,  upon  whose 
chairmanship   I  sincerely  congratulate  the  club, 
that  if  I  should  have  the  fortune,  or  nhsfortune, 
whichever  it  may  be,  to  outlive  hhn,  that  fact  shall 
be   honourably  and  faithfully-   recorded    in  his 
obituary  notice  (loud  laughter).    I  promise  him,  as 
a  brother  sportsman,  that  I  will  write  it.  if  I  can 
do  it,  with  my  own  hand,  and  if  he  is  anywhere 
where  he  can   get    a    copy  of    the    Fu'hf,  he 
M'ill     see    it,    and    he    will    exclaim,   as  he 
has   often    done   before,   that   it    is    the  best 
(laughter).    At  the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  say 
I  did  not   see  the  fish   caught.     I   had  been 
down   to   look   at   a    pool    on   the  Blackwater 
that   morning.    It   was   very  bright,  and  sport 
had   been   bad.    The  news  was  brought  to  me 
within  half   an  hour  of  the  event,  and  being  an 
angler  I  doubted  it.    (Laughter.  |     I  questioned 
underlings  galore  and  others,  and  at  last  got  hold 
of  the  facts.    They  were  as  your  honourable  chair- 
man has  said.    Her  gracious  Majesty  the  Queen 
did  catch  her  first  salmon  under  the— what  shall  I 
say— wing.    No ;  that  scarcely  hits  it  oft' ;  under 
the  influence ;  no,  under,  let  me  say,  the  inspira- 
tion and  with  the  assistance   of  the   then  Mr. 
Courtenay  Boyle.    (Applause.)    I  am  rather  dis- 
mayed at  having  to  propose  the  toast  of  the 
guests,  as  having  been  laid  up  and  coming  out  to- 
night for  the  first  time  since  last  Friday.    I  hoped 
I  might  have  had  a  few  minutes  to  spare  durin-r 
the  dinner  to  think  over  what  I  would  say.  But 
God  has  blessed  me  with  two  such  enthusiastic 
guests  that  I  have  not  had  three  minutes  to  my  own 
thoughts.  But  we  honour  and  welcome  our  guests. 
It  has  always  been  a  suspicious  thing  to  me  that 

many  of  them  are  what  we  call  riparian  owners  

but  there,  that  is  a  mere  accident,  and  I  beg  our 
guests  to  understand  that  they  have  been  invited 
here  purely  because  of  their 'personal  amiability, 
talents,  and  general  laudable  propensities — possibly, 
too,  with  the  idea  that  they  may  become  members 
at  some  future  time.  They  were  delighted  to  see 
their  guests  and  hoped  to  meet  them  again,  when 
they  would  have  turned  from  the  error  of  their 
ways  and  have  become  members.  The  names  of 
Colonel  Villiers  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting  were  coupled 
with  the  toast. 

Song:  "A  Soldier's  Song." 
Mr.  Eobert  Eadford. 


Colonel  Villikrs  :  Gentlemen,  it  gives  me  very 
great  pleasure  to  return  thanks  for  this  toast,  as  it 
enables  me  personally,  and  on  behalf  of  my  brother 
guests  to  thank  you  for  the  hospitality  you  have 
offered  me  this  evening.  Among  fishermen,  as  we  all 
are,  I  am  certain  that  all  will  agree  with  me  that 
hospitality  is  one  of  the  great  attributes  of  the 
angler.    Who  is  there  among  us  who  with  his 
luncheon  with  him,  if  lie  happens  to  meet  a  brother 
sport  who  has  forgotten  his,  will  not  share  witli 
him  his  lunch  and  half  liis  flask,  provided  that  flask 
IS  a  big  one  (laughter).    Is  there  a  good  quality 
possessed  by  a  man  that  fishing  does  not  bring  out "? 
Which  one  of  us  has  not  benefited  by  the  "hours 
we  ha^-e  spent  by  the  banks  of  a  ri\'er  in  learning 
the  beauties  of  nature  in  the  silence  and  quiet  of 
\\hich  many  of  us  only  get  a  few  minutes  from 
our  work  during  the  year  ?    All  that  is  beneficial 
and  improving  to  mankind— patience,  self-denial 
(as  long  as  you  get  the  best  pool)— every  attribute 
that  IS  edifying  fishing  calls  out.    I  have  not  had, 
as  Mr.  Senior  in  proposing  this  toast  told  us  he 
had,  even  three  minutes  to  think  over  what  I  was 
going  to  say,  but  if  all  I  say  is  not  what  my  fellow 
guests  would  wish,  I  am  certain  that  they  will 
understand  that  I,  as  a  fisherman  of  more  than 
fifty  years'  standing,  feel  deeply  the  honour  that 
has  been  done  to  us  by  asking  us  here  to-night.  I 
am  not,  .1  regret  to  say,  a  member  of  the  club. 
I  may  have  the  honour  of  standing  here  next 
year,  if  I   live,  not  as  a  guest,  but  as  one  of 
yourselves.    I  will  only  refer  to  one  thing  which 
has  been  alluded  to  by  our  chairman   and  by 
Mr.  Senior.    It  is  wonderful  how  as  one  lives  on 
in   life   the   ideals  which  one  has   formed  dis- 
appear.   When  I  came  into  this  room  I  believed 
I  had  witnessed  the  killing  of  the  first  salmon  by 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen  (laughter),  and  would  have 
sworn  to  it.   I  was  sitting  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee, 
and  went  out  of  the  house  at  which  I  was  staying 
to  fish  the  water.    But  I  was  warned  that  it  was 
possible  her  Majesty,  then  H.E.H.  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  might  come  over  from  Mar  Lodge.    If  I 
saw  her  carriage  come  I  was  to  get  out  of  sight  as 
quickly  as  I  could.    I  saw  the  carriage  come  and 
hid  behind  a  tree.    I  saw  H.E.H.  go  down  to  the 
water,  and  as  I  was  sneaking  away  to  get  to  the 
upper  part  where  she  was  not  going  to  fish,  I  saw 
her  hook,  play,  and  kill  that  fish.    I  believed  it  to 
have  been  the  first  she  ever  killed.  (Laughter).  It 
certainly  was  the  first  she  killed  on  the  Dee.  Sucli 
are  our  ideals  and  so  are  they  dissipated.  But  fishing 
stories  get  a  little  trick  of  growing.  I  returned  forty- 
eight  hours  ago  from  the  Dee.  It  poured  for  three  days 
out  of  the  four  I  was  tliere— fisherman's  luck.  The 
river  was  in  flood.    I  had  one  day's  fishing,  but  it 
is  so  recent  that  I  do  not  care  to  enlarge  upon  it. 
This  time  next  year  it  will  be  a  story  worth  telling 
(laughter).    The  number  of  fisli  will  have  growii 
and  their  weight  largely  increased.    I  got  five  this 
year— next,  I  will  tell  you  something  else.  Gentle- 
men, on  behalf  of  myself  and  fellow  guests,  I  retui-n 
you  most  sincerely  our  hearty  thanks  for  your 
hospitality.    It  has  been  a  great  joy  to  me  to  meet 
brother  anglers  in  the  number  that  they  are.  I 
hope  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  some  of 
them,  not  too  many  at  a  time,  by  the  river  side.  I 
can  only  wish  you  all  a  tight  iine  in  the  coming 
season  (ajjplause). 

Mr.  J.  E.  Harting  :  Gentlemen,  I  have  ex- 
perienced considerable  relief  in  listening  to  the 
remarks  of  the  previous  speaker,  because  I  feel 
now  that  much  less  is  expected  of  me  than  would 
have  been  the  case  if  he  had  not  spoken.  I  am  not 
a  riparian  owner,  nor  can  I  claim  to  be  an  enthus- 
iastic fly  fisher.  But  my  sympathies  are  with  tlie 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  if  I  were  asked  to  justify  mv 
position  in  addressing  you  I  might  be  permitted  to 
remind  you  -of  my  responsibilit,^'  for  an  edition  of 
Walton's  "  Angler,"  with  notes  from  the  naturalist's 
point  of  view.  That  is  a  bond  of  sympath.y,  and  I 
may  also  say  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be  secretary 
of  the  Linnean  Society,  of  which  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
is  a  distinguished  member.  Colonel  Villiers  has 
already  said  all  that  can  well  be  said  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  compliment  which  has  been  paid  to 
your  guests,  and  in  thanking  you  I  will  merely  add 
that  I  hope  I  express  the  sentiments  of  those  who, 
like  myself,  are  visitors  this  evening,  when  I  thank 
you  heartily  for  the  hospitality  you  have  shown  us. 

Quartette. — "  Selected." 
Miss  Ethel  Bevan,  Miss  Elsie  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson  and  Mr.  Eobert  Eadford. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  brother 
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fly  fishers,  I  have  a  complaint  to  make  againt  the 
Committee,  and  must  really  bring  it  out.  It  is 
that  they  might  have  chosen  some  one  better 
able  than  I  am  to  propose  so  important  a  toast  as 
that  of  the  Chairman.  I  am  the  most  hopeless 
dufier  at  speaking.  The  jogging  of  the  train  and 
the  discomforts  of  a  journey  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Channel  are  hardly  conducive  to  eloquence. 
Why,  gentlemen,  our  revered  committee,  and  our 
indefatigable  secretary,  have  surely  fairly  eclipsed 
the  modem  long-casting  champions,  Enright  and 
Hardy  included,  having  cast  a  line  right  across  the 
"  silver  streak  " — uncommonly  rough  this  afternoon, 
by  the  way — to  hook,  not  a  fish,  but  a  kind  of  a 
bird,  a  very  shy  old  bird,  known  to  some  few  here 
,  by  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Sarcelle,"  which  every 
schoolboy  knows  is  French  for  teal,  a  water- 
haunting  bird  of  the  palmipede  genus,  whose 
feathers  afford  some  remarkably  useful  wings  for 
flies.  But  when  the  secretary's  line,  or  lines,  only 
reached  me  at  Calais  on  Monday  afternoon,  and  I 
was  first  told  that  I  had  to  propose  quite  a  different 
toast,  I  felt  strongly  inclined  to  complain  of  being 
"  hooked  foul,"  and  to  plead  for  merciful  and  sports- 
manlike "  putting  back." 

Excuse  my  "  dropping  into  poetry,"  like  the  late- 
lamented  Silas  Wegg  : — 

I  felt  the  most  wretched  of  sinners, 

And  wanted  to  tear  my  hair ; 

But  bethought  me  I  had  none  to  spare. 
Then  rushed  to  records  of  bygone  dinners, 

But  found  no  encouragement  there, 

And  cast  them  down  in  despair. 

For  when  I  was  telegraphically  told  only  yester- 
day afternoon  that  I  was  to  propose  the  health  of 
our  most  excellent  chairman,  I  did  feel  it  "  hard 
lines"  that  a  theme  so  worthy  of  the  highest 
eloquence  should  be  entrusted  to  the  worst  speaker 
in  the  club,  whereas,  in  the  last  three  years  of  the 
departed  century  it  had  been  graced  by  such  orators 
as  I  could  never  hope  to  equal,  deeplj'  conscious  as 
I  am  that  I  closely  resemble  that  man  of  whom 
his  wife  said  that  he  never  opened  his  mouth 
without  putting  his  foot  in  it.  (Laughter.)  Brother 
Fly  Fishers,  our  chairman  is  one  of  us,  for  besides 
being  a  distinguished  functionary  of  high  rank  in 
a  Government  department  which  is  concerned, 
among  other  things,  with  what  bo  nearly  concerns 
us,  the  protection  and  development  of  all  British 
fisheries,  and  for  which  I  have  the  honour  of 
doing  a  little  unobtrusive  work  in  connec- 
tion with  British  shipping — in  fact,  I  did  some 
on  the  other  side  of  that  choppy  Channel  this 
morning — he  is,  I  believe,  a  keen  lover  of  the 
sport,  of  which  a  late  witty  Yorkshire  fly  fisher, 
T.  E.  Pritt,  wrote  :•— 

It  is  a  grand  sport,  a  noble  sport ;  it  is  the  only 
sport  of  which  it  can  be  said  that  the  man  who  can 
wander  about  a  riverside  in  thunder,  lightning,  hail, 
wind,  and  snow,  or  sit  all  day,  without  bite  or  sup,  in 
a  oramp-inviting  position,  surrounded  by  a  fog  thick 
with  influenza,  asthma,  and  rheumatic  gout,  is  the 
same  man  who  cannot  be  induced  to-  go  to  church 
because  the  pews  are  imcomfortable. 

Our  chairman  has  related  to  us  in  most  charm- 
ing terms  his  varied  angling  experiences,  but  I 
hope  that  he  has  never  experienced,  and  never 
may  experience,  such  an  incident  as  prompted 
Pritt's  pretty  parody  on  "  The  Lost  Chord  "  : — 

Standing  one  day  in  the  river, 
I  was  casting  my  line  and  flees, 
When  I  rose  a  trout  gigantic, 
That  broke  me  with  desperate  ease ; 
I  know  not  what  I  was  saying. 
Or  what  you  will  think  of  me, 
But  I  used  one  word  in  anger, 
Like  the  sound  of  a  big,  Big  D  ; 

It  rose  o'er  the  noisy  river 
Like  the  bang  of  a  showman's  drum. 
For  my  cast  of  flies  had  vanished. 
And  my  hands  were  cold  and  numb  ; 
For  that  brute  of  a  trout  levanted. 
Like  a  runaway  knock  at  the  door, 
And  I  knew  we  had  parted  for  ever. 
To  meet  in  this  world  no  more. 

It  went  with  four  lovely  killers, 
Four  at  tuppence  apiece  ; 
And  bolted  away  into  distance, 
As  if  it  would  never  cease. 
I  have  fished,  but  I  know  'tis  useless, 
For  that  one  lost  trout  so  fine, 
That  dashed  down  the  surging  river. 
With  eightpenn'orth  of  flies  of  mine. 

Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  has   given  us,  you  will 
surely  all  agree,  one  of  the  best  speeches  which 


have  graced  any  of  our  gatherings.  But  I  am 
bidden  to  be  brief,  so  now  will  quickly  conclude, 
once  more  "  dropping  into  poetry  "  : — 

Almost  the  last  of  toasts,  yet  far  from  least. 
Toward  the  close  of  this  our  yearly  feast, 
To  our  good  chairman  we'll  our  glasses  raise, 
Who  merits  far  more  than  my  feeble  praise  ; 
"  Musical  honours  "  let  our  watchword  be, 
And  drink  his  health  with  hearty  "  three]  times 
three!"  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  : — Gentlemen,  I  am  extremely 
obliged  to  the  proposer  of  this  toast.  He  seemed 
to  think  that  he  had  been  hooked  foul.  All  I  can 
say  is,  he  must  remember  the  fish  which  are  foul- 
hooked  always  give  the  best  play,  and  that  to  land 
a  fish  hooked  foul  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do. 
But  if  he  was  hooked  foul,  how  has  he  hooked  me  ? 
Has  he  hooked  me  by  the  throat  or  by  the  tail  ? 
(Laughter.)  We  have  had  a  good  many  tales 
to-night.  I  should  like  to  tell  one  more,  with 
reference  to  that  episode  of  which  we  have  heard  a 
good  deal  this  evening,  when  the  lady  caught  her 
first  salmon.  After  the  royal  lady  killed  her  first 
fish,  and  it  tvas  her  first  salmon  (Colonel  Villiers' 
was  not  her  first  one),  everybody  began  fishing  very 
hard,  natm-ally.  Her  Majesty  also  fished  with  great 
assiduity,  and  a  very  extraordinary  thing  happened. 
Colonel  Montague,  who,  alas  1  has  gone  to  the 
happy  hunting  ground,  was  there,  and  nobody  was 
a  better  fisherman  than  he  was.  He  was  fishing 
with  a  rod  behind  her  Eoyal  Highness,  and  came 
down  within  reasonable  distance  of  her  ;  manners 
would  not  allow  him  to  go  farther.  He  cast,  I 
think,  forty  times  in  one  place  in  the  water  above 
her  Eoyal  Highness,  and  then  put  dovm  his  rod. 
I  took  it  up,  and  went  back  a  few  yards  with  it, 
changing,  however,  the  fly,  and  worked  dovm  to 
where  Colonel  Montague  had  been  fishing.  When 
I  came  to  the  exact  place  where  he  had  thrown 
over  forty  or  fifty  times  I  hooked  firmly  a  salmon. 
It  must  have  seen  Colonel  Montague's  fly  until  it 
was  sick  of  it.  I  hooked  it,  I  say,  but  the  gut 
broke.  It  was,  however,  a  big  fish,  but  what  did 
rather  woimd  my  susceptibilities  was  this.  I 
heard  a  very  fair  lady,  who  was  looking  on — and 
there  were  a  good  many  fair  ladies  there — 
say  to  the  fisherman,  "  Why  did  not  Mr.  Boyle 
kill  that  fish  ?  I  thought  he  was  a  good  fisherman," 
as  if  it  was  my  fault  that  somebody  else's  gut  broke. 
That  is  the  sort  of  credit  one  gets  in  the  world, 
whether  one  is  a  fisherman  or  not.  If  anything 
happens,  through  no  faiilt  of  your  own,  it  is 
attributed  to  you,  while  any  success  you  achieve  is 
generally  attributed  to  some  one  else.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  drinking  my  health,  and  for  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  listened  to  my  remarks. 
I  will  only  say  this,  and  this  comes  from  Ireland. 
If  those  of  our  friends  who  are  not  here  to-night 
had  only  been  present,  thej'  would  have  been  very 
sorry  to  have  been  absent.  (Loud  laughter.)  I 
venture  to  think,  although  that  is  probably  an  Irish 
way  of  putting  it,  that  when  they  hear  what  a 
pleasant  gathering  we  have  had  and  how  successful 
the  songs  and  speeches  have  been — -bar  one  of 
course  (laughter) — they  will  regret  very  much  not 
to  have  taken  part  in  this  festive  assembly.  These 
gatherings  do  a  gi'eat  deal  to  encourage  the  best 
sport  in  the  world,  and  the  greatest  good  fellowship 
of  which  English  people  are  capable  (Applause). 

After  additional  songs  had  been  given  by  Miss 
Elsie  Mackenzie,  Miss  Ethel  Bevans,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Radford,  the  proceedings  terminated  by  the 
musical  director,  Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson,  singing 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  in  which  the  company  joined. 

The  dinner  itself  (as  well  as  the  musical  enter- 
tainment) gave  every  satisfaction.  Mr.  Sydney 
Hall,  as  accompanist,  was  admirable. 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 


The  Tenth  Annual  Fishing  Exhibition,  At  the 
Royal  Aquarimu,  Westminster,  is  now  open,  and 
will  close  on  April  3.  Amongst  those  exhibiting 
are  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Mr.  David  Slater, 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Messrs.  0.  Gain  &  Scotford, 
etc.    We  hope  to  give  an  accovmt  in  our  next  issue. 


Captain  Hale's  "  How  to  tie  Salmon  Flies.'" — 
This  work  was  published  hy  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.  in  1892,  and  is  now  out  of  print. 
Anyone  who  has  a  copy  he  wants  to  sell  should 
report  it  to — B.  N.  Everard,  Esq.,  Bai'don  Lodge. 
Leicester. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  Thames 
on  Thursday  was  much  too  coloured  for  fishing.  The 
heavy  rains  which  we  ought  to  have  had  in  the  early 
part  of  February  have  fallen  just  in  time  to  interfere 
with  a  good  olcsc  to  the  coarse  fishing  season.  Since  this 
note  appeared  in  last  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette  the  rairi 
has  fallen,  which  prevented  anglers  from  getting  sport 
last  Sunday.  Several  anglers  were  out,  but  the  results 
were  poor.  The  heavy  stream  and  the  strong  wind  have 
been  all  against  successful  angling.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
however,  succeeded  in  getting  two  more  fine  pike. 
One  scaled  1.31b.,  and  the  other  101b.  In  two  days' 
fishing  he  has  had  fourteen  fish ;  the  largest 
scaling  161b.  13oz.  Mr.  Emms  won  the  K.P.S. 
Chub  Competition  with  a  small  fish  of  12Joz. 
At  Wraysbury,  curiously  enough,  three  small  barbel 
were  caught  on  Sunday,  two  by  bank  anglers  and  one 
by  Mr.  Sands.  One  angler  at  the  Bells  of  Ousley,  out 
with  a  professional,  broke  his  pushing  pole,  and  fell 
overboard.  He  fortunately  came  up  near  the  punt  and 
was  thus  saved.  Another  angler  in  a  punt  was  nearly 
washed  over  Bell  Weir.  The  lock-keeper  was  ready 
with  a  lifebuoy,  but  the  angler  just  escaped  the  weir. 
This  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday  the  K.P.S.  hold  a 
dace  competition,  and  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Thames  Restocking  Association  will  be  held  on  May 
15.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  K.P.S.  will  be  held  on 
April  15. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Heavy  rains  have  put  a  stop  to  all 

angling  operations  for  the  present.  If  the  unsettled 
weather  continues  it  seems  very  doubtful  if  the  river 
will  be  in  anything  like  condition  before  the  close  of 
the  season.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  lot  of 
colour  in  it,  and  we  can  just  see  six  inches  below  the 
surface ;  a  very  strong  stream  is  running,  but  at  a 
good  level.  If  we  get  no  more  rain  it  should  be  in 
fairly  good  condition  by  the  week  end.  A  number  of 
small  jack  of  three  and  four  pounds  were  taken  before 
the  thick  water  came  in,  and  some  fair  bags  of  roach 
were  made,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  getting  the  best  bag  of 
the  week,  taking  five  jack  weighing  151b.,  and  two 
weighing  respectively  131b.  and  lOJlb.  These  were 
taken  on  Feb.  28,  and  this  successful  angler  was  again 
piloted  by  Bob  Young,  of  Medmenham.  Mr.  MoCabe, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan  on  the  same  date,  took  eight 
retainable  jack,  the  best  brace  weighing  13Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Read  and  friend,  fishing  with  E.  Harvey, 
had  a  nice  bag  of  roach  and  jack.  Since  the  above 
practically  nothing  has  been  done.  Wednesday 
Night. — The  water  was  a  little  better  colour  this 
morning,  but  heavy  rain  has  fallen  during  the  day,  so 
that  prospects  for  the  week  end  are  not  promising. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Streatley).  —  Water  very  thick,  will  take 

some  days  to  clear.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haynes  took  some 
very  good  roach  on  Friday  last,  largest  lib.  6oz.,  out 
with  Bartholomew. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Walton). — The  water  is  rising,  and  coming 

down  swift  and  thick,  and  I  don't  think  there  will  be 
much  more  open  river  fishing  this  season,  but  the  eddies 
and  backwaters  should  be  fished  with  success,  as  in  such 
places  the  fish  are  now  to  be  found.  I  have  not  much 
to  report  this  week,  as  the  water  has  been  all  wrong. 
Out  with  Mr.  Carter,  a  big  jack  weighing  101b.  This 
was  also  a  female  fish,  and  of  course  was  full  of  spawn. 
This  fish  was  taken  also  in  the  backwater.  Out  again 
with  Mr.  Wheatley,  three  bream,  the  largest  31b.  6oz., 
and  six  roach,  all  of  good  size.  Mr.  Baker  got  a  jack 
from  the  bank,  51b.  Up  to  now  there  has  not  been  so 
many  perch  taken  as  in  other  seasons,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  and  if  we  can  get  over  next  Sunday,  we  shall  not 
have  much  to  fear,  for,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  don't 
hold  with  fishing  in  March  for  these  fish,  as  they  are 
full  of  spawn.  A  good  many  perch  were  taken  last 
March,  and  although  there  were  a  lot  of  these  fish 
returned,  there  was  also  a  lot  taken  away.  I  was  out 
with  a  Mi.  Alderson  on  the  closing  day  last  year,  and 
we  got  five  dozen  perch,  all  big  and  stock  fish.  This 
gentleman  was  good  enough  to  return  them  all.  This 
is  indeed  a  good  example  to  set  the  general  angler. — 
John  Hone  (professional  fisherman). 

Aucholme  District. — A  few  early  flies  begin  to 
put  in  an  appearance — notably  Winter  Brown,  Scavil 
Fly,  and  Early  Spinner.  The  Horncastle  Angling  Club, 
with  a  view  to  improve  the  size  of  trout,  have  just 
turned  a  batch  of  fry  into  the  feeders  of  the  Bain, 
which  were  taken  from  some  of  the  121b.  fish  at  the 
Manor  Fishery,  Caistor.— Thomas  Ford. 

Avon  (Somersetshire)  and  Tributaries.— The 
still-continued  unsettled  weather  has  had  a  corres- 
pondingly depressing  eSect  on  the  fishing  round  about, 
and  good  baskets  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  One  day  last  week  myself  and  two  friends 
fished  the  preserved  waters  of  the  Frome  above  Fresh- 
ford.  We  had  a  nice  tin  of  minnows,  all  very  fine  and 
large,  and  I  paternostered  sedulously  for  perch,  but 
they  were  not  on  the  feed.  A  Bath  angler  for  seme 
time  has  been  putting  all  the  small  jack  which  he 
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caught  m  the  local  canal,  where  they  can  be  so  easily 
poached  and  "  annexed  "  into  the  river.  Previous  to 
his  doing  so  he  has  fastened  a  small  tablet,  with  his 
initials  on  it,  in  each  fish's  gill.  Very  recently  one  of 
these  tabletted  fish  was  caught  by  a  Bristolian  below 
Twerton  ^^elrs  I  have  seen  the  tablet  with  the 
initials  on  it^  ^^  hat  makes  the  circumstance  strange 
IS  that  the  fish  was  put  in  the  river  last  November 
and  was  taken  m  February,  six  miles  or  more  below 
the  spot  where  it  was  consigned  to  the  stream  — 
Spinning  Minnow.  ^^5^ 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). -During  the 
week  we  have  on  this  river  experienced  stormy  winds 
with  intermittent  heavy  showers  ;  some  davs  made  it 
very  impleasant  for  the  angler.  But  the  weather  has 
been  mild  for  the  season  of  the  year,  the  water  is  in 
(time  of  writing)  splendid  colour,  and  the  fishing  from 
the  bank,  which  is  grass,  clean.  All  round  now  are  the 
first  signs  o  spring.  Some  nice  mixed  baskets  of  fish 
fiave  been  had,  roach  up  to  and  over  lib.  each  down 
stream,  and  on  to  the  Jolly  Anglers,  about  two  miles, 
^erch  can  now  be  had  at  this  spot,  also  bream  (silver) 
Pike  have  been  rewarding  the  angler  with  several  fish 
a  day  to  a  rod  all  along  the  river  by  the  locks,  but 
only  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  weight  each.  Better  fish  can 
be  secured  m  the  Pits  at  Upware,  also  in  the  river 
there  an  hours'  walk  down  stream,  but  live  baits 
should  in  order  to  save  time,  be  secured  of  Beasly  at 
the  locks.  Boats  can  also  be  had.  This  water  is  all 
tree  On  the  river  permission  for  the  pits  can  be  had 
GeorgT''''  Cambridge.-JoHN  O. 

Cornish  Streams.— Those  rivers  which  flowintothe 
lamar  m  th&  eastern  part  of  the  county  have  March  1 
as  the  opening  day,  all  the  remainder  March  16  Very 
Mtle  sport  has  been  got  so  far,  and  only  the  most 
hardy  fishers  have  gone  out.  Moreover  the  waters 
have  been  very  high  and  fly  fishing  practically  out  of 
the  question.  The  floods,  however,  will  take  back  the 
salmon  kelts  and  for  this  alone  they  are  exceedingly 
welcome  The  Camel  spawning  season  has  been  viry 
good,  and  high  hopes  of  good  sport  on  this  capital  river 
are  encouraged.— Bodjiin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). -The  first  few  days 
ot  the  season  have  seen  the  river  in  flood     On  the 

do^'"^  I^L*^  "g^^^e"^  i'^'^^es  of  water 

down  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  foot  running 
over  the  weir,  so  that  flyfishing  has  been  altogether 
^r;i   ,1  Association,  having  decided  that 

only  the  artificial-fly  shall  be  used  on  their  waters  up 

B,ilf        i^^'^^^r^',^^^"  1"*^^  of  sport  below 

Bucktastleigh.  Higher  up  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  killed  a 
couple  of  dozen,  and  some  of  the  Buckfastleigh  rods 
have  killed  a  number  of  good  fish,  Mr.  J.  MiUman 
getting  a  fine  lot.  On  the  opening  day  Captain  Boyer, 
B.N  Mr.  C.  M.  E.  May,  Mr.  Pethybridge  (Paignton) 
Mr.  J.  Edmonds,  Mr.  H.  Kingston  and  others  were  out 
tlffirf.  T"'  ^1  ^■isito'-s  are  in  the  district 

waiting  a  favourable  chance  for  trouting.  To-day  the 
water  was  clearing  slightly.  The  nets  at  the  "weir 
could  not  work  on  the  first  day,  but  just  before  mid- 
night they  captured  four  nice  salmon.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  as  soon  as  the  water  fines  down 
a  bit. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)-The  river  has  been 
m  heavy  flood  during  the  past  week.  It  is,  at  time  of 
wilting  (March  4)  slowly  subsiding  but  very  thick,  and 
win  not  be  m  order  for  fishing  for  a  week  or  more  — H 
Eastern  Counties.- Yare  :  This  river  gave  some 
good  results  last  week,  and  being  a  nice  colour,  sport 
IS  likely  to  continue.  Sharp  frost  this  (Monday) 
morning  followed  by  a  little  rain.-LiTTLs  Ovsi: 
ii^xcellent  m  colour,  but  very  weedy  in  places.  The 
water  IS  bank  high  in  the  Brandon  district.-CAM  ■ 
Very  thick,  almost  too  much  so  for  angling  ;  any  one 
trying  should  sample  shallow  water  close  to  the 
banks.-STOKT .  Very  thick,  and  does  not  look  like 
being  fishable  before  March  10,  even  if  no  more  rain 
falls.— W.  H.  Elsmoee. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  opening  days  of  the  angling 
season  on  this  river  have  been  uneventful,  inasiSuch 
as  little  sport  has  been  presented  to  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  anglers,  consequent  upon  the  pre- 
valence of  adverse  meteorological  conditions  For 
some  days  snow  blocked  the  upper  reaches,  and  a 
subsequent  flood,  which  was  inevitable,  has  not  as  yet 
permitted  successful  operations.  The  Esk  Fishery 
Board  at  their  last  meeting  decided  to  spend  £60  in 
restocking  the  river,  and  this,  in  conjunction  with  the 
total  of  nearly  ten  thousand  yearling  and  two-year-old 
trout  which  were  turned  in  by  the  Board  in  co- 
operation with  the  Esk  Fishery  Association,  should 
bring  the  nver  to  a  state  second  to  none  in  Yorkshire 
Docal  anglers  are  anticipating  a  highly  successful 
year  and  certainly  the  prospect  has  hardly  been  rosy 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  remains  in  poor  triro 
Jackson    P''®"^'^"^®        possibility  of  early  sport.— J.' 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — Trout  and  salmon 
asnmg  in  the  Exe  commenced  on  Friday,  March  1 
hut  so  far  the  weather  has  been  altogether  too  bad  for 
the  fly  fishermen.  Heavy  rains  have  kept  rivers  in  a 
fluctuating  state,  and  fish,  as  usual,  under  such  con- 
ditions have  been  somewhat  coy.    Among  the  salmon 
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anglers  on  the  Lower  Exe,  the  honours  of  first  blood 
fell  to  Captain  Cooke  m  the  shape  of  a  11-pounder 
and  a  second  fish  of  81bs.  was  taken  by  the  same 
gentleman  on  the  following  day.  W.  Crowson  Esq 
also  scored  a  very  pretty  springer  of  91bs.  I  fear  the 
river  will  be  out  of  ply  again  for  the  nekt  day  or  two 
but  anglers  on  the  higher  reaches  will  be  glad  to 
know  there  is  a  good  head  of  fish  now  running  the 
weirs. — Red  Palmer.  ° 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,   and  Cambs  )— 

ihe  coarse  angling  season  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close  • 
another  week  will  see  the  end  of  it.  Seldom  has  a 
season  closed  amid  such  capital  surroundintrg  Not 
only  have  the  bottom  fishers  rare  times  of  it  among 
the  roach  and  perch  in  the  Glen  and  other  waters 
noted  for  this  kmd  of  sport,  but  many  have  boasted  of 
taUes  ot  chub  from  waters  where  they  abound  Sub 
scribers  on  the  pike  lengths  of  the  Forty-foot  have 
been  having  rare  times  of  it  of  late,  but  somehow  the 
captures  of  heavy  fish  have  been  rare  this  season 
except  at  Hubbard's  Bridge.  Seldom  has  a  fish  of 
more  than  seven  or  eight  pounds  come  to  hand  from 
the  middle  lengths,  but  baskets  have  often  run  up  to 
201b.  or  more.  We  understand  the  same  sort  of  thing 
has  occurred  on  the  more  select  waters,  such  as  thi 
Vernatts. — Limpet. 

(North  Notts).-News  of  angling 
m  the  Idle  district  is  very  scarce  this  week.  Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  they  have  not  had  very 
grand  luck  A  few  roach  have  come  to  hand  about 
bciooby  and  an  odd  pike  or  two  have  been  captured  in 
the  lower  waters,  but  further  down  the  river  little  has 
been  done.     A  sensation  has  been  caused  by  the 

Wn'^'q  ''.i.^'^^r?'^^  ^^^^^  river  Trent  at 

Buiton  Stather.  Whales  are  a  great  rarity,  and  feeling 
ran  high  over  its  captm-e  ;  but  after  it  was  killed  the 
coastguard  laid  claim  to  it  and  sold  it  for  the  ridicu- 
ous  price  of  £4  10s.  It  was  calculated  to  weigh  about 
forty  tons.  A  fine  otter  was  killed  on  one  of  the  trout 
streams  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Worksop.  It  measured 
forty-four  inches  long,  and  was  taken  in  a  trap  — L 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  AngIesey).-Some  very 
fine  basljets  of  trout  were  taken  these  last  few  days 
One  angler  got  twenty-three  in  one  day  and  seventeen 
on  another.  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  had  seven  fine 
"""f,  evening,  and  others  have  done  equally  well. 
When  this  cold  snap  is  over,  after  these  heavy  rains 
sport  should  be  exceptionally  good.— W.  H. 

Lea.— On  account  of  the  heavy  rainfall  the  river 
has  come  down  very  high  and  thick,  and  sport  with 
pike  and  perch  this  week-end  looks  like  being  out  of 
the  question  Some  good  roach  ought,  however  to 
be  taken  with  worms,  gentles,  and  white  paste  The 
nver  has  been  running  fast  and  is  being  well  scoured 
out.  The  push  of  water  augurs  well  for  the  ensuing 
big  Anglers  Benevolent  Society's  competition.  At 
ht  ^/'^'"f roach  have,  during  the  past  week, 
been  feeding  better,  but  on  several  occasions  fishing 
has  been  almost  impossible  owing  to  the  stormy 
weather.  Between  Hertford  and  Ware  nice  samples  of 
roach  have- been  obtained,  and  the  Black  Hole,  at  Rye 
House,  has  yielded  more  of  these  fish.  Roach  of  over 
lib  have  been  caught  at  St.  Margaret's ;  but  the 
best  catch  during  the  past  week  has  been  thirty- 

iZT,  ^^i^'^''  ^^^-^  the  joint 

basket  of  Messrs.  Vick  and  Woodward.  The  Gsh  were 
caught  at  Enfield  Lock.  Anglers  should  remember 
that  the  Lea  fines  down  very  quickly,  and  if  we  get  no 
inore  heavy  ram  between  now  (Wed.)  and  March  10 
It  ought  to  be  fairly  fishable  for  roach  on  that  date! 
Jack  and  perch  fishing  closes  on  March  14.  The  Stort 
has  been  running  the  colour  of  clay,  and  there  is  no 
sport  to  record  from  that  river.— Izaak  Walton 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).-We  are  having  'some 
very  good  sport  with  the  pike  now,  and  the  river  is  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  March,  of  Hatton  Garden  had 
a  very  nice  catch  on  the  1st— 36Alb  of  nike-lnnA 
81b.,  61b..  4ilb.,  4ilb.,  and  SJlb*  ;  ani  £.Vard 
and  his  son  and  friend  have  been  having  gome  very 
good  sport  this  last  week.  Every  accomiiodation  can 
be  had  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  and  plenty  of  baits  on 
application. — I.  Rolph. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Up  to 
baturday  last  the  water  was  in  splendid  condition  being 
a  nice  level  and  clear,  but  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  and 
ram  passed  over  the  district  on  Saturday  and  the 
water  is  now  stained  and  fairly  high.  Rain  has  been 
had  more  or  less  every  day,  followed  by  bright  sun- 
shine, but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out  as  yet,  and 
the  trout  have  not  been  much  disturbed.  A  few  trout 
taken,  but  not  m  good  condition  ;  with  fine  weather 
there  shou  d  be  good  lots  of  trout  taken  in  both 
streams  with  fly.    The  Pinsley  stained.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). - 
bmce  the  present  month  came  in  we  have  been  visited 
by  gales  and  winds  from  every  point  of  the  compass 
accompanied  by  fierce  storms  of  rain,  etc.,  with  at 
present  no  sign  of  an  improvement,  glass  being  very 
low  and  wind  west.  Rivers  have  swollen  considerably 
and  at  time  of  writing  (6.30  p.m.  on  Wednesday)  are 
still  rising.  It  will  be  the  middle  of  coming  week 
before  there  will  be  a  chance  of  sport,  when  the  flies 
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-R.''t°.''williams''^^  """^  '^^ailal'le.  \ 

.^^"^^.J^^^^V^^^o^Sh-y-'Ehe  water  in  the  river 
has  rap,d  y  risen  since  last  week,  and  now  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  another  overflow.  The  outlook  b 
not  very  promising,  in  coi^sequence,  for  the  end  of  the 
season  and  angling  ma^  almost  be  considered  as 
brought  to  an  abrupt  finish,  causing  much  disannoint 
ment,  as  the  last  few  days  of  the  selson.  unti  L'^.'u  i 
able  circumstances,  are  often  taken  advantage  of  by 
by  many  of  the  anglers  here.— E.  AS  • 
of S^^^fo'^dfJ^e  Rivers.-With  the  advent 
of  the  breezy  month  of  March  some  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  fly  hands  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 

n^"'^  S-'''  ^S*^'  °"  ^^"^  '^"ly  ^t^eams.  Blue 

Duns,  March  Browns,  and  Hare's  Ear  are  the  flies 
tnat  are  most  patronised  by  anglers,  but  they  do  not 
seeui  to  have  struck  the  fancy  of  the  fish,  as  very  little 

Mr'te^°'n^/^-  have  done  better. 

Mr.  Fied  Hall  had  a  catch  of  351b.  of  these  fish  from  the 
River  Sow,  the  heaviest  weighing  131b.  3oz.,  and  two  over 
91b.  each  were  included  in  the  catch.  Mr.  Benson  oauo-ht 
a  very  nice  pike  of  71b.  at  Madeley.  Mr.  Fisher  "of 
the  Hanley  Club,  did  fairly  well  at  Hodnet,  making  a 
basket  of  roach  and  dace,  and  whilst  reaching  he 
caught  a  very  nice  trout  upwards  of  lib.  weight  The 
fish  was  m  excellent  condition  for  the  time  of  the  year 
ihis  club  are  ariticipating  an  addition  to  their  stock  fish 
at  Hodnet  by  the  introduction  of  some  fresh  perch  in 
which  their  genial  president.  Dr.  Read,  has  taken  the 
P  W ''dale  *°  ^"^""^^  ^^^^  expenae.- 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Nothing  of  im-  . 
portance  has  been  done  with  the  trout  as  yet  the  I 
river  having  been  in  bad  order.  On  Monday  the  4th 
inst..  although  the  water  was  very  full  and  highly 
stained,  a  few  trout  were  taken  in  suitable  parts  such 
as  the  shallows  at  the  foot  of  pools,  etc..  and  they 
were  in  as  good  condition  as  can  be  expected  at  this 
time  of  year.  At  time  of  reporting  (6th  inst )  the 
river  is  still  full,  but  is  subsiding,  and.  bar  further 
floods,  should  be  in  good  fishing  trim  very  soon  The 
killing  flies  are  Wingless  Blue  Upright,  with  dark 
hackle,  February  Red,  and  Silver  and  Blue  .  Some 
fishing  may  be  obtained  by  visitors  putting  up  at  the 
Golden  Lion,  Tipton  St.  John.  Applications  should 
be  made  to  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Smale.— Heron 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Sport  has  been  very  good 
for  some  days.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  very 
high,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  rainy  for  a  short  time 
longer,  angling  operations  will  be  stopped  in  this 
locality  before  March  15  ;  on  the  other  hand  if  the 
weather  is  fine,  water  will  be  in  grand  order  bv 
Friday. — B.  ■' 
Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).  —  Roach,  perch  and 
chub  still  come  to  hand,  and  should  the  weather 
moderate  a  little  the  season  1900-1  will  finish  up  well 
There  are  some  splendid  specimens  to  be  seen  about 
and  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  capturing  some  of 
them  next  week  and  weighing  many  more  in.  Once 
more  I  have  to  accord  the  Fishing  Gazette  my  very 
best  thanks  for  its  great  kindness  in  recording  the 
general  doings  of  our  club  through  another  season's 
work  and  sport,  and  I  am  sure,  Mr.  Editor,  you  have 
the  good  wishes  of  our  members  in  general  for  so 
doing. — Edward  Collinson. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Water  still  in  good  condition  ; 
the  heavy  rains  have  given  it  a  tinge  more  colour' 
which  is  perhaps  an  improvement.  The  weather  has 
been  very  boisterous ;  still,  several  visitors,  anxious  to 
do  something  before  the  close  of  the  season,  have  been 
out  and  had  fair  sport,  several  chub  up  to '  31b., 
and  pike  up  to  61b.,  having  been  taken  since  my  last 
report.  The  season  closes  here  on  the  14th  inst  — 
W.  N. 

Plymouth.  —  The  fisherman's  glorious  first  was 
rather  unfavourable  weather  for  fishing,  but  several 
were  on  tbe  rivers  pretty  early,  and  those  that  went 
were  well  rewarded  for  their  pains.  A  nice  salmon 
121b.  weight  was  taken  on  the  Maavy,  and  a  trout 
nearly  21b.,  and  several  other  smaller  fish.  A 
Tavistock  man  had  eleven  dory  on  the  Tavy.  and  I 
have  heard  of  several  other  good  baskets.  On  March  4 
salmon  were  taken  in  the  Plym  91b.,  81b.  and  5|lb. 
respectively;  this  is  very  early  for  fresh  run  fish.— 
William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  has  again  undergone  a  change 
for  the  worse,  and  is  at  present  very  stormy  and 
unsettled,  with  frequent  and  very  heavy  showers  of 
rain  and  occasional  hailstorms.  More  snow  has  also 
fallen  amongst  the  Welsh  hills,  which  are  still  covered 
with  it,  and  this  snow,  gradually  melting  owing  to  the 
mild  state  of  the  atmosphere,  finds  its  way  into  all 
these  rivers,  and  this,  together  with  the  continual 
rainfall,  keeps  them  much  above  their  average  level 
and  quite  unfit  for  angling.  Nothing  in  the  way  of 
sport  has  been  recorded  since  the  commencement  of 
the  trout-fishing  season,  and  all  the  angling  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  confined  to  the  canal  and  large 
ponds,  from  which  some  good-sized  pike  and  coarse 
fish  are  taken. — Vyhnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  A 
stormy  week  has  been  experienced  :  heavy  rains,  with 
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gales.  Rivers  are  in  flood,  and  reports  from  all  parts 
nil.  Chichester  Canal  is  not  affected,  and  during  the 
week  a  few  small  pike  and  perch  have  been  taken  with 
spinner  from  the  lower  water.  Bass  are  still  in  the 
harbours,  and  on  the  coast  the  netsmen  have  taken 
fish  up  to  61b.  There  is  no  sign  of  a  change  in  the 
weather  at  present,  and  the  close  of  the  season  bids 
fair  to  be  vmeventful. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — With  the  exception  of  the 
Hon.  Mark  Rolls'  water,  all  the  rivers  are  now  open,  but 
salmon  (rod  and  line)  fishery  commences  in  April.  I 
do  not  remember  of  late  j'ears  the  water  in  such  good 
condition  as  at  present,  and  had  there  been  no  cold 
winds  February  would  have  been  a  good  month,  that 
is  where  the  rivers  were  open.  Trout  took  moderately 
well ;  the  remarkably  small  number  of  young  salmon 
that  have  been  about  foretells  the  late  going  up  of 
salmon  was  not  beneficial  to  hatching.  One  river 
near  Barnstaple,  having  been  closed  for  two  years 
through  the  death  of  the  owner,  has  turned  out  a  good 
thing  for  the  local  fishermen,  as  it  is  discovered  there 
was  no  title.  The  late  owner  claimed  for  both  sides  of  the 
river,  only  having  property  one,  so  the  various  owners 
now  are  issuing  permits  by  payment  to  fish  this  river, 
which  was  to  be  closed  for  "  aristocracy  only."  It  is  said 
a  gentleman  on  the  Mole  river  has  hooked  and  landed 
three  or  four  salmon ;  he  being  anxious  to  get  as  many 
trout  as  possible  has  fished  incessantly  and  been  well 
rewarded.  Flies  as  usual,  but  a  friend  advised  in  your 
paper  a  winged  fly.  I  can't  understand  wing  flies  for 
these  rapid  rivers.  JHares,  Rabbit,  Cow,  and  Squirrel 
Flaxes,  vrith  blue,  red,  on  grey  hackle,  with  gold  or 
silver  fish,  are  most  suitable  for  taking  fish,  but  for 
wearing  in  the  hat  for  show  a  Peacock's  Tail  would 
be  best.  Raining  heavily,  waters  rising ;  waters  dirty, 
not  fishable  for  a  few  days. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  .  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
again  been  visited  vnth  some  very  heavy  falls  of  rain. 
Anglers  were  in  great  hopes  last  week  of  sport  with 
the  fly,  but  a  sudden  change  took  place  at  the  end  of 
the  week.  There  was  quite  a  gale  of  wind,  accom- 
panied by  heavy  rain,  and  rain  has  been  had  nearly 
every-  day  since ;  the  water  has  changed  colour, 
and  is  now  stained,  and  fairly  high,  and  angling 
has  been  almost  at  .  a  standstill.  There  have  been  a 
few  anglers  out  bottom  fishing  with  the  worm, 
but  sport  slow.  A  few  trout  have  been  landed,  but 
they  have  not  been  in  condition,  being  lean  and 
flabby,  and  warm  weather  is  now  wanted  to  improve 
their  condition.  With  a  few  fine  days  the  water  would 
soon  be  in  order,  but  there  is  little  prospect  as  yet,  as 
to-day  (Wednesday)  rain  is  falling  hard,  and  we  may 
have  a  flood.  When  the  water  clears,  the  flies  of  use 
will  be  the  February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Blue 
Dun,  Silver  Blue,  and  Coch-y-bendhu.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are  stained,  and  no  angling 
has  been  done  in  them  this  week  on  any  account. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  was  in 

good  order  for  fishing  last  week,  and  the  prospects  for 
trout  fishing  good,  but  a  sudden  gale  passed  over  the 
district  and  heavy  rain  fell,  so  that  in  about  twelve 
hours  the  river  began  to  rise  and  soon  changed  colour, 
and  on  Saturday  it  was  not  in  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  very  unsettled  ever  since,  rain 
falling  nearly  every  day,  and  more  threatens  ;  and  there 
is  very  little  prospect  of  any  fly  fishing  for  some  days 
unless  the  weather  takes  up;  when  in  about  two  days 
the  colour  would  run  off  and  good  sport  should  be  had. 

— WORCESTEB. 

Usk  (Abergravenuy,  Mon.) — Owing  to  recent 
heavy  rainfalls  the  river  is  now  bank  high.  I  hear 
talk  of  several  fish  having  been  seen  on  the  lower 
reaches,  and  the  heavy  waters  of  .late  should  enable 
them  to  come  up.  A  few  small  catches  of  trout  have 
been  taken,  the  Quill  Gnat,  Olive,  Dark  and  Light 
Blues,  and  the  Purple,  are  the  taking  flies.  I  see  the 
March  Brown  is  just  making  its  appearance. — E.  J. 
Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Rivers 
during  the  present  week  have  been  in  very  high  flood. 
With  a  little  fine  weather  now,  I  think  there  will  be 
some  good  baskets  of  trout  caught  with  the  fly.  The 
best  killing  fly  at  present  here  is  the  Dark  Blue  ;  also 
March  Brown  is  very  good. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Stamford).— The  Marquis  of  Exeter, 
president  of  Stamford  Angling  Association,  has  been 
cordially  thanked  for  his  kindness  in  allowing  the 
members  to  fish  in  various  stretches  of  his  waters ; 
and  also  for  the  great  interest  he  has  shown  on  behalf 
of  anglers  generally.  It  is  announced  that  his  lord- 
ship has  expressed  his  willingness  to  effect  various' 
improvements  in  the  bed  of  the  river  to  facilitate 
angling.  Several  gentlemen  from  Peterborough  last 
week  had  some  good  pike  fishing  at  Peakish,  taking 
about  a  dozen  pike,  some  weighing  81b. — E.  A.  S. 

Wey. — The  river  is  in  flood  just  now,  consequently 
the  water  is  very  thick,  and  no  fish  to  be  had.  With 
a  week's  fine  weather  it  would  soon  improve.  We 
hope  everyone  will  remember  that  the  close  season 
commences  Friday,  March  15,  and  anyone  fishing  in 
the  Wey  from  that  date  to  June  15  is  liable  to  be  fined. 
— Weyside  Wandeeeb. 

Witham,  etc.  (Blid-Lincolushire).  — Roaching 


on  the  Witham  has  lately  been  pursued  with  some 
success.  At  Tattershall  a  visitor  got  hold  of  a  splen- 
did lot,  running  from  fib.  up  to  IJlb.  Turning 
attention  to  trolling,  the  same  gentleman  caught  a 
131b.  pike.  Other  takes  of  pike  and  roach  have  also 
been  reported.  Some  good  takes  of  roach  have  been 
get  at  Southrey  and  Stixwold.  Similar  accounts  come 
also  from  Bardney,  not  only  from  the  river  but  from  the 
Siucil  Dyke  and  the  Old  Barlings  stream.  It  is  a  long 
time  since  there  were  so  many  out  as  visited  Coningsby 
last  week.  Between  Red  Mill  Bridge  and  Haltham 
Lock  a  visitor  got  a  rare  lot,  thirty  of  his  best  averaging 
lib.  each.  Altogether  he  had  401b.  Over  a  dozen 
others  had  from  101b.  to  201b.  each.  Chub  and  dace 
were  also  catchable.  Boston  anglers  were  out  on  the 
drains  around  that  town.  The  Mount  Pleasant  and 
the  Bargate  drain  had  plenty  of  visitors,  and  so  had 
the  Hobhole  at  Leake. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Angling  for  trout  com- 
menced on  the  2nd  inst.  A  few  anglers  braved  the 
cold  aud  rain.  Very  few  fish  were  caught  owing  to 
the  snow-water.  Those  I  saw  were  in  fair  condition. 
— W.  B.  Roberts. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Berwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorkshire). — No  resident  of  the  Yorkshire 
dales  through. which  the  above  rivers  run  will  question 
the  fierceness  or  "  lion-like  "  character  of  the  weather 
we  have  experienced  during  the  opening  month  of 
March.  One  half  of  the  old  saw  has  been  fulfilled  with 
a  vengeance !  for  violent  gales,  storms  of  hail,  snow, 
sleet,  etc.,  with  flooded  rivers,  have  prevailed  all  this 
week.  As  I  write  this  at  my  Middleham  residence  I 
can  see  the  Swaledale,  Yoredale,  and  the  long  range 
of  hills  bordering  into  Westmorland  thickly  coated  with 
snow,  aud  there  can  be  no  question,  as  Tennyson  puts  it 
in  "  Holy  Grail,"  "  now  there  is  a  lion  in  the  luaij  "  of 
anglers.  Such  a  thing  as  angling  up  the  Yore  has  been 
quite  out  of  the  question.  I  have  been  amusing  myself 
by  netting  minnows  up  one  of  the  drains,  and  in  four 
days  I  have  sent  to  the  depot  over  ten  thousand. 
These  will  come  in  useful  preserved  in  Formaline, 
etc.,  when  the  trout  season  commences.  There  has 
not  been  any  angling  up  the  Swale.  Most  of  the  club 
waters  of  the  Wharfe  are  closed  until  the  opening  of 
the  trout  season  ;  few  rods  have  been  out.  Between 
Harewood  and  Woodhall  a  number  of  anglers  have 
been  trying  for  pike,  but  sport  was  only  moderate. 
At  Collingham  and  Whitherly  a  few  grayling  have 
been  caught ;  the  best  basket  I  have  heard  of  is  one  of 
six  fish,  all  caught  with  Cockspur  worm.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Boston  sport  cannot  be  said  to  be  good 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub  and  perch ;  below  this 
point  few  anglers  have  been  about.  The  river  Nidd  is 
swollen  and  thick  with  the  recent  rains,  and  there  is 
nothing  doing.  Through  the  kind  invitation  of  Sir 
Henry  Ingilby,  Bart. :  of  Ripley  Castle,  the  Harrogate 
Conservative  Angling  Association,  numbering  about 
twenty,  fished  the  lake  for  chub.  The  wind  was  wild 
and  rain  falling  at  intervals..  Sport  was  only 
moderate,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  nine  fish,  the 
heaviest  fish  being  IJlb.  The  Derwent  is  full  of 
snow  broth  and  nearly  bank  full,  therefore  angling 
is  out  of  the  question.  During  the  week  on  Thursday, 
the  Tonfield  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  meeting 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  J.  H.  Davis 
delivered  his  lectm-e,  entitled  "  Angling  Fallacies,"  to 
the  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association. 
On  Tuesday,  March  12,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  is  announced 
to  deliver  a  lecture  on  "Pike  and  Perch  Fishing," 
at  the  Albert  Hall,  Cookride-street,  Leeds.  Syllabus  : 
"Antiquity  of  pike  angling;  Rods,  tackle  and 
methods  used  for  catching  pike ;  Localities  to  fish 
— favourable  weather  and  temperature  of  water ; 
Examples  of  fine-  captures,  and  captures  of  large 
pike;  Live  bait  snap  fishing;  Spinning;  aud 
Paternoster  fishing;  Perch,  how  to  fish  and  best 
tackle  to  use."  Chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  P.  M. 
Slater,  President  of  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers. — John  E.  IMiller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

Yorkshire  Ti-out  Fishing  Prospects.— As  the 
season  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  draws  near, 
I  have  numerous  inquiries  as  to  what  prospects  there 
are  for  sport  ?  As  far  as  I  can  glean  from  personal 
observation  and  from  "information  received,"  as 
the  policeman  often  puts  it,  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  the  prospects  are  bright  for 
the  year's  trout  fishing  in  all  the  rivers  in  the 
county  of  broad  acres,  and  that  its  army  of  anglers  may 
look  forward  to  good  sport,  of  course  if  meteorological 
conditions  and  waters  favourable  to  thefollowing  of  the 
gentle  craft  can  be  met  with  during  their  visit  to  the 
rivers  containing  the  much-coveted  "  speckled  beauties." 
The  spawning  season  was  much  earlier  than 
usual,  and  an  absence  of  frost  during  November 


"Selected  Hurse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  leufrths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  28.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  luo.  Haij- 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attachin.s  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


and  December  did  not  kill  o2  larvse.  Consequently 
the  trout  hooked  during  grayling  fishing  were 
noticeable  for  their  plump  condition.  The  floods, 
too,  of  the  last  few  days  will  wash  the  rivers 
well  out,  and  bring  the  trout  from  the  tributaries 
down  into  the  larger  streams.  Rearing  trout  ova  and 
incubation  is  more. and  more  followed  in  Yorkshire 
year  after  year.  Quite  a  number  of  clubs  have  now 
their  own  hatcheries,  and  others  purchase  new  blood 
in  the  shape  of  yearling  troutlets,  which  are 
put  into  the  breeding  stores  until  they  are  of 
sufiicient  age  to  take  better  care  of  themselves.  We 
may  be  a  little  behindhand  in  pisciculture,  but 
not  much.  I  assisted  Mr.  \V.  C.  Platts  in 
gleaning  some  information  respecting  re-stocking 
operations,  and  the  latter  well-known  writer  says  in  the 
Yorkshire  Post  that  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week  are  hatching 
from  G5,000  to  70,000  eggs,  while  in  the  nursery  pond 
a  good  stock  of  yearling  fish,  the  part  product  of  the 
previous  season's  incubation,  are  awaiting  their  ap- 
pointed time  to  be  turned  into  the  Wharfe.  On  the 
same  river  the  Otley  Club  have  for  years  hatched  from 
95,000  to  100,000  ova;  though  this  season,  through 
unavoidable  reasons,  their  grills  are  empty.  On  the 
Nidd  the  Harrogate  Club  have  turned  in  2,000  brown 
trout  yearlings,  while  the  Knaresborough  Club  have 
re-stocked  with  2,000  brown  trout  yearlings  and  5,000 
rainbow  trout  fry.  On  the  Y'ore,  the  Hawes,  and  High 
Abbotside  Angling  Association  have  released  into  their 
becks  2,500  brown  trout  yearlings  ;  Lord  Masham  has 
introduced  a  stock  of  rainbow  into  his  length  at 
Masham  ;  and  I  have-information  that  another  portion 
of  the  river  will  benefit  by  the  hatching  of  20,000  ova. 
The  Bradford  Waltonians  have  put  down  50,000  ova 
in  the  boxes  of  their  hatching  at  Silsden,  and  have  a 
considerable  number  of  yearlings  in  their  rearing 
ponds.  The  Darlington  Anglers'  Club  have  turned 
into  their  water  on  the  Tees  500  yearlings.  The  Der- 
went Anglers'  Club  are  hatching  as  usual,  and  their 
rearing  ponds,  which  last  year  yielded  2,500  yearlings, 
will  be  drawn  about  the  middle  of  this  month.  The 
Esk  Fishery  Board  at  their  last  annual  meeting 
decided  to  spend  upon  trout  stocking  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £60,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Esk 
Angling  Association,  have  turned  into  that  river  during 
the  last  three  years  a  total  of  yearling  and  two-year-old 
trout  considerably  upwards  of  10,000 ;  and  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board  made  grants  of  trout  to  the  Leeds 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  the  Ripon  Angling 
Club,  the  Huddersfield  Angling  Club,  and  the  Black 
Ox  (Bedale)  Angling  Club.  It  is  satisfactory,  too,  to 
know  that  the  naturalispawning  and  incubation  of  the 
ova  in  the  becks  have  this  season  been  conducted 
under  exceptionally  favourable  conditions.  As  to 
salmon  prospects,  the  Esk — now  practically  the  only 
angling  salmon  river  in  Y'orkshire— is  likely  to  be 
more  heavily  stocked  with  fry  than  it  has  been  for 
years,  for  during  October  and  November  last  the 
breeding  fish  went  up,  to  quote  one  of  our  corre- 
spondents, "  literally  in  tons."  All  this  goes  far  to  show 
that  we  are  at  least  doing  something  to  replenish  om* 
waters  and  improve  sport  in  the  future.  Riparian 
owners  are  now  beginning  to  acknowledge  that  water 
can  be  made,  in  many  instances,  more  valuable  than 
land.  The  best  flies  for  the  opening  of  the  season  will 
be  Little  Needle  Brown,  Snipe  and  Pm-ple,  Snipe  and 
Orange,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Bloa.  If  I 
confine  myself  to  a  couple  they  would  be  Little  Needle 
(dark)  and'  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers  Depot,  19  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rain  of  last  week 
caused  the  waters  to  rise  a  trifle,  and  in  consequence 
the  prospects  of  salmon  fishing  seemed  to  be  on  the 
improve,  but  none  of  these  fish  are  moving  in  either 
river,  aud  but  few  anglers  have  been  out.  In  the 
Solway  the  salmon  netting  opened  last  week.  At  some 
of  the  stake  net  fishings  an  odd  spring  salmon  was 
caught,  and  as  there  is  now  no  w  lammel  net  fishing 
in  the  firth  the  stake  nets  are  lit  el--  to  produce  better 
results.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is  still  too  cold 
for  basing.  The  poke  net  fishiug  has  not  been  good, 
in  fact,  the  fishermen  may  be  said  to  have  doiie 
little  or  nothing  so  far,  but  the  tides  this 
week  are  expected  to  materially  assist  these  nets. 
The  greater  divisions  of  the  Border  Esk  and  the 
Liddle  do  not  open  until  March  15.  The  keenest 
disappointment  is  felt  by  the  anglers  of  Lougtown  and 
the  surrounding  districts,  including  the  Metal  Bridge 
section  of  the  Esk,  which  at  that  p  )int,  having  not 
only  absorbed  the  Liddle,  but  also  tL.e  Lyne,  which  is 
no  mean  stream  and  joins  the  Esk  below  Westlinton, 
a  famous  old  coaching  tavern  beloved  of  anglers. 
These  local  anglers  were  preparing  for  the  opening 
sport  when  it  was  found  that  under  the  new 
conditions,  Sir  Richard'  Graham,  Baronet  of 
Netherby,  had  withdrawn  from  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  Fisheries  Association,  aud  had  resolved  to 
let  his  water  in  stretches  at  £100  per  portion  for  the 
full  season,  or  £50  for  the  half  season,  with  the 
exception  of  that  division  between  Lynefoot  and  the 
Solwav,  which,  it  is  stated,  is  to  be  let  for  less. 
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Several  stretches  have  already  been  taken.  That  a 
greater  revenue  vrill  accrue  from  the  new  departure 
cannot  be  doubted.  Yet  that  the  fresh  arrangements 
will  require  an  extra  number  of  water  bailifis  will  not 
be  questioned,  as  those  anglers  so  long  accustomed  to 
their  four-guinea  tickets,  who  must  go  further  afield 
for  the  enjoyment  of  their  favourite  pastime,  may,  in 
their  unavoidable  absence,  be  supplemented  in  a 
degree  by  a  class  of  fishermen  who  are  not  sportsmen 
by  any  manner  of  means. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Owing  to  the  recent 
hea\-y  rainfall  and  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the 
hills,  this  river  of  late  has  been  considerably  swollen 
and  discoloured,  and  since  the  opening,  in  fact,  scarcely 
anything  has  been  done  by  the  angler.  Lately  a  salmon 
of  71b.  was  killed  on  the  Muiresk  water.  Prospects, 
however,  are  more  encouraging.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  the  weather  was  more  genial,  the  sun  shin- 
ing brilliantly  for  some  time.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
week  the  net  fishermen  had  to  desist  working  their  nets 
on  the  river  on  several  occasions,  owing  to  the  strong 
volume  of  water.  Owing  to  the  grue  in  the  river,  fish 
are  not  entering,  and  the  netsnien  had  only  a  few  fish 
for  the  past  week.  On  the  coast  there  "is  a  better 
appearance,  and  fair  hauls  aro  getting  from  some  of 
the  more  sheltered  nets.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
three  small  boxes  were  consigned  to  London.  The 
salmon  average  8^1b.,  and  trout  lilb.,  and  both  are  of 
capital  quality.  "From  the  fishings  at  Gardenstown 
one  box  left  on  Tuesday.  Compared  with  same  date 
last  year  the  yield  of  the  Deveron  district  is  almost 
the  same. — H.  W. 

Ziochness  (royers).— Fishing  on  Monday,  March  4, 
Mr.  Tilston  got  a  fine  fresh  run  salmon  71b.,  and  the 
boatmen  had  one,  81b. — S.  Tilston. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore).— Captain  Graham  killed 
salmon  221b.  ;  Mr.  Knight  killed  salmon  161b.  on  the 
Eeserve  Water ;  Macdiarmid,  the  keeper,  killed  salmon 
181b. — Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  28,  Mr.  Walter  Norfolk 
landed  a  salmon  181b. ;  Mr.  J.  Saville  Patmore  one 
171b.— H.  J.  Maisv. 

Lyon,  Portingall.— Feb.  27,  fishing  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel,  Captain  Paul  B.  MacPhail  landed  a 
beautiful  salmon  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Sackville  West,  London, 
one  181b. ;  Mr.  Edmund  Berry,  Edinburgh,  one  171b. 
River  in  good  ply. — MacPhail. 

Naver,  Bettyhill  (via  Thurso).— On  26th  ult. 
Mr.  Corpet,  Skilpick  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on  beat 
No.  1.  On  27th  Mr.  Johnson,  Skilpick  Lodge,  caught 
two  on  No.  3.  On  28th  Mr.  Corpet  had  one  on  No.  3, 
and  on  2nd  inst.  Mr.  Johnson  one  on  No.  6.  Conditions 
much  against  favourable  angling. — B. 

Iforth-IIast  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  now 
getting  into  first-rate  angling  trim  after  the  recent 
spate.    Most  of  the  snow-water  has  disappeared,  and 
fish  are  running  freely,  so  that  a  fresh  impetus  will  be 
given  to  sport  on  the  lower  reaches.    On  the  Braemar 
waters,  the  first  blood  of  the  season  was  got  by  Colonel 
Blackett,  who  creeled  a  beauty  of  101b.  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  Water.    On  the  Balmoral  waters  there  has  been 
no  systematic  effort  to  cover  the  waters,  but  fish  are 
now  being  got  freely  both  above  and  below.    On  the 
Ballater  section  Mr.  G.  F.  Hardy  had  one  of  251b.,  and 
Messrs.  Millar  and  Griffiths  are  having  fair  sport, 
while  Mr.  Rhodes,  Miss  Rhodes,  Mr.  Vickers,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  on  the  Dinnet  water,  are  creeling  five, 
six,  and  seven  fish  per  day.     On  the  Huntly  Arms 
Hotel  water,  Aboyne,  Mr.  Russell  had  four  nice  fish 
scaling  7Jlb.,   81b.,  91b.,   and    111b. ;    and  during 
the  past  week  some  eighteen  fish  have  fallen  to  his 
and  other  rods,  in  spite  of  the  over-flooded  state  of  the 
river.    On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section  Mr.  J.  C. 
Deverell  creeled  eleven  fish  during  the  week  on  Lower 
Dess,  scaling  from  61b.  to  161b. ;  while  Coutts,  keeper, 
had  six  on  Carlogie,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b.  Mr. 
Edward  Tennant,  jun.,  of  The  Glen,  has  now  rented 
this  section.    He  had  it  for  a  turn  some  few  years  ago, 
when  he  enjoyed  some  capital  sport.    On  Kincardine 
water  Mr.  Merryn  King  landed  four,  scaling  from  61b. 
to  161b.,  and  Lieutenant  Chas.  King  one  of  91b.  On 
the  Borrowstone  water  Lord  Garrioch  creeled  nine 
fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  121b.,  and  the  Hon.  Wm. 
Brooks  one  of  7^1b.    On  Ballogie  water  Mr.  Edmond 
King  had  eight  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  121b.,  and 
Mr.  S.  V.  Hare  nine,  ranging  from  lib.  to  141b. 
On  the  Upper  Blackball  and  Woodend  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  Bart.,  and  Messrs.  Burrows  and  Barron 
had  very  good    sport,   but   details  not    to  hand. 
On  the  Cairnton  section  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  creeled 
several  of  average  weights,  while  Mr.  Davidsen  and 
Captain  Gaskell  have  grassed  some  sixty  fish  since  the 
opening  of  the  season,  one  of  which  scaled  27ilb.  On 
the  Sluie  Charlie  Gill  has  had  about  a  dozen.    On  the 
Upper  Durris,  Messrs.  Meekin   have  had  splendid 
sport  all  the  season  through,  but  below  this  anglers  are 
complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  fish.    On  the  Don  little 
angling  has  yet  been  had,  on  account  of  the  almost 
continuous  spates.    Whitling  or  finnock  fishing,  how- 
ever, has  now  got  a  fair  start  on  the  tidal  reaches. 
Little  or  nothing  has  yet  been  done  on  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie  since  the  season  opened  on  Feb.  25,  but  when 
the  floods  subside  good  sport  is  confidently  anticipated. 


A  fine  fish  of  311b.  was  got  on  the  netting  station  at 
Bridge  of  Dee  on  Monday  morning. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Very  unsettled  weather  has 
prevailed  over  this  part  of  the  country  since  last 
week's  report,  and  the  rivers  have  been  in  red  floods. 
So  far  there  has  been  little  chance  for  anglers  among 
the  spring  salmon  in  the  rivers,  though  one  or  two 
have  been  lucky  in  killing  a  salmon  on  the  Annan. 
Not  for  ar  period  of  four  or  five  years  has  there  been 
such  a  good  opening  for  the  nets  in  the  Solway .  At  both 
the  stake  and  poke  net  fisheries  many  beautiful  spring 
fish  have  been  caught  since  the  opening  on  Feb.  25.  At 
the  Annan  and  Wornock  stations  of  the  firth  fine  fish 
of  an  average  of  91b.  have  been  caught  in  the  nets. 
Angling  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Annan  on  Thursday, 
Mr.  Johnstone  Holmes  St.  Moffat  killed  a  salmon  of 
201b.,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  D.  C.  London  Annan 
killed  one  of  ISilb.  in  the  lower  reaches  close  to  the 
town.     The  last-named  angler  caught  his  with  a 
Devon  minnow.     Heavy  rains  have  kept  the  river 
mostly  in  flood  this  week.    The  floods  of  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  were  extra  big.    In  the  North  there  are  no 
reports  of  spring  salmon  being  caught  so  far,  though 
new  fish  are  believed  to  have  ascended  this  river. 
Trout  fishing  is  not  pursued  in  this  early  part  of  the 
season  except  by  a  number  of  potboilers,  who  would 
take  the  yellow  trout  all  the  vear  round  if  the  rivers 
were  open  for  angling.    There  will  be  little  or  no 
attempt  to  fish  for  brown  trout  before  the  beginning 
of  April.    The  Galloway  rivers  generally  have  a  run  of 
spring  salmon,  more  especially  the  Cree,  but  the  quality 
of  the  sport  is  usually  kept  from  the  press.  On  the  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire Dee  there  are  no  notes  from  that  river 
this  week  further  than  that  the  water  has  been  much 
disturbed  with  spates.    With  a  falling  barometer  on 
Wednesday  night,  more  wet  and  unsettled  weather 
was  looked  for.    The  fleet  of  Gatehouse  has  also  been 
in  spate,  and  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  river  up  to 
the  time  of  writing.     All  the  A^vrshire  rivers  have 
opened  their  rod  fishing,  but  no  "news  has  come  to 
hand  as  to  the  sport  on  these  waters.    Much  rain 
has   fallen  in  the    Derwent    district,    which  has 
kept  the  rivers  of  that  district  running  pretty  full 
of   snow  I  water,    and    no    sport    has    been  had. 
The  higher  hills  bordering  Dumfriesshire  and  Lanark- 
shire had  a  coating  of  snow  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
and  patches  are  still  to  be  seen,  despite  the  heavy  rain- 
fall that  occurred  on  Wednesday  morning.  Until 
more  settled  weather  sets  in  the  prospect  is  very  poor 
for  the  rods  in  this  part  of  the  country. — Heather 
Bell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Although  tlie  river  was  in 
a  flooded  state  last  week,  the  efforts  of  anglers  have 
proved  fairly  successful.  From  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Dallas,  Aberlour  Hotel,  killed 
a  salmon  of  ,81b.,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  two  of 
17Jlb.  and  81b.  On  Thussday  Mr.  Dallas  had  another 
of  9Jlb.,  and  on  this  day  also  one  of  71b.  Mr.  Duncan 
had  also  one  of  71b.  The  largest  salmon  taken  by 
the  rod  from  the '  Spey  within,  it  is  said,  living 
memory,  was  secured  last  week  on  the  Pitcroy  waters. 
It  weighed  401b.,  and  was  in  the  pink  of  condition.— 
J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

Since  my  last  report  the  weather  has  been  exceedingly 
unsettled,  the  rivers  being  fishable  one  day  and  small 
flood  the  next.    However,  what  fishing  days  we  have 
had  have  been  very  good.   The  best  takes  to  hand 
have  been  those  on  that  pretty  little  stretch  of  fishing 
called  the  J  unction,  on  the  Ednam  House  water,  by 
Jas.  Tait,  Esq.    On  Thursday,  Feb.  28,  he  landed  a 
beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  12ilb,  the  river  that  day 
being  by  no  means  in  good  fishing  order,  being  just 
2ft.  at  the  Tweedometer.    At  Kelso  Bridge,  however, 
a  clear,  jrosty  night  did  the  needful,  causing  the  river 
to  fall  fully  9in.,  making  her  clearer.    Friday,  March  1. 
arrived  and  anglers  were  busy,  the  same  gentleman 
landing  no  fewer  than  seven  splendid  spring  salmon — 
almost  a  record  for  spring  fishing  on  the  Tweed,  but 
still  a  record  for  the  stretch  of  fishing— the  weights 
being  U^lh.,   gjlb.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  71b. 
He  also  landed  three  kelts.    On  the  Carham  water,  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  C.  Perkins  killed  one  of  121b.  On 
the  Hendersyde  water  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith 
caught  two  salmon  on  Friday  (March  1),  9ilb.  and 
91b.    On  the  same  date  on  Floors  lower  Mr.  J.  Gibson 
had  two,  101b.  and  91b.    The  Floors  upper  water  has 
done  very  badly,  this  stretch  of  water  being  considered 
one  of  the  very  best  on  the  Tweed  up  till  now,  not 
having  yielded  one  single  spring  fish,  several  kelts  being 
the  only  sport  obtainable.    Saturday  saw  us  again 
with  another  of  these  small  rises,  consisting  mostly  of 
melted  snow  from  the  hills,  but  I  think  that  will  be 
the  last  of  the  snow  water.    Of  course,   the  day's 
angling  was  blank.    On  Monday  the  river  was  in  nice 
order— just  a  shade  on  the  big  side,  but  still  fair  sport 
was  obtained.    On  the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr.  Jas. 
Tait  had  two— 101b.  and  6Jlb.— losing  another  fish  and 
landing  two  kelts.    On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on  the 
same  date,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  had  two— 8Jlb. 
and  71b.     On  Monday  night  the  weather  fairly 
broke      down,     wind      and     rain  alternatively, 
until  the  wind  abated,  then  the  rain  came  down 
in  torrents  to  such  extent  that  the  rivers  were  all  in 


flood,  the  Tweedometer  at  Kelso  Bridge  registering 
five  feet  of  extra  water  yesterday  morning.  As  the 
day  advanced  the  river  fell  very  rapidly  and  this 
mornmg  was  only  two  feet,  but  very  dirty  and  fishing 
out  of  the  question.  However,  the  weather  seems  a 
bit  more  settled,  and  I  expect  good  sport  will  be  had 
once  more  when  the  river  clears.  The  Teviot  has  been 
very  little  fished,  only  one  or  two  anglers  trying  their 
luck  in  the  Jedburgh  district;  two  fish  have  been 
caught.  On  Thursday  last  Mr.  Tom  Kerse  killed 
a  nice  spring  salmon  of  91b.,  while  on 
Monday  Mr.  A.  Elliot  had  one  of  9ilb  and 
a  bull  trout,  also  landing  four  kelts.  Baft  fishers 
have  been  busy  amongst  the  trout :  On  Saturday,  . 
Mr.  E.  Bond  had  61b.  and  Mr.  Rowley  41b. ;  on  Tues-  I 
day,  Mr.  Stewart  had  61b.,  Mr.  E.  Bond  91b.  and  Mr 
Rowley  51b.  I  understand  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  has 
taken  the  Makerstoun  and  Floors  upper  water  up  till 
May.  The  former  water  used  to  be  one  of  the  best  of 
spring  fishing,  therefore,  I  e'^cpect  there  will  be  some 
good  catches  once  it  is  fished.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry    (Coagh,    co.   Tyrone).— Trouting 
opened  on  the  Ballinderry  on  the  1st  inst.  with  the 
river  rising,  and  before  night  it  was  out  of  order.    On  | 
the  sections  about  Ballinderry  Bridge  trout  rose  well  I 
to  the  fly,  and  one  angler  killed  a  61b.  fish,  and  some 
smaller  baskets  were  made.   Bait  fishers  were  out,  but 
did  not  do  much.    Since  the  opening  day  the  weather 
has  been  wet  and  stormy  and  little  was  done.  There 
is  an  increase  in  trout  in  the  lower  pools.  Well 
mended  kelt  salmon  are  in  evidence. — J.  A.  B.' 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).- River  has  been  in  a 
very  unsettled  state  for  the  past  week.  Salmon  are 
numerous,  and  good  sport  may  be  expected  as  soon 
as  the  river  settles  down.  The  following  gentlemen 
have  been  successful :  J.  A.  Allman,  two  101b  ■ 
A.  J.  Reid,  91b.;  H.  E.  Stanley,  101b.  and  181b.;  the 
Earl  of  Bandon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Frewen's  fisherman,  91b  —  ; 
W.  Haynes  &  Son.  < 

Belfast  and  District.— Trouting  opened  on  the 
Water  Commissioners'  Dams  on  Friday.  Mr.  Frank 
Scully  killed  a  fine  31b.  fish  on  Woodburn  Dam  the 
opening  day,  and  since  then  some  other  bags  have 
been  made.  On  Clady  the  opening  day  your  corres- 
pondent killed  six  Jib.  fish— killing  flies,  Hunter's 
Fancy  and  Wickham.  On  Downpatrick  river  Captain 
A.  L.  Law,  whilst  pike  fishing,  killed  a  51b.  trout. 
Angling  also  opened  on  Friday  on  the  Maine,  Glenary, 
Crumlen,  Quoile,  and  all  the  streams  in  co.  Down.  A 
few  anglers  had  a  fish  or  two  on  the  Dromore  sections 
of  the  Lagan.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  rivers  are 
rising  and  out  of  order  for  the  fly.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  on 
Friday  night.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— As  we  wj-ite  the  river 
is  quite  unfi,shable,  water  out  over  the  banks  in  most 
places.  Fishing  on  the  upper  waters  should  be  excel- 
lent as  soon  as  the  river  settles  down ;  it  will  take  at 
least  a  week  to  get  into  order.  On  Kilmurray  Mrs. 
Lang  211b.,  291b.,  on  Kilbarry  Mr.  Lucas  111b.,  oii 
Careysville  General  Warren  landed  a  magnificent  fish 
of  451b.  The  total  catch  on  the  latter  fishery  for 
month  of  February  was  lower  water,  twenty-four, 
upper,  fifty-six.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).  —  The  trout-fishing 
season  opened  on  the  Blackwater  on  March  1.  The 
river  is  rising,  and  will  be  out  of  order  for  a  few 
days.  A  few  trout  were  bagged  in  the  opening  days 
on  the  Benburb  sections.  Most  of  the  kelt  salmon 
have  gone  down  to  Lough  Neagh. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  very  unsettled  and  stormy.  A 
strong  gale  of  wind  began  on  3rd  inst.  from  south-west 
and  has  continued  up  to  the  time  of  "writing,  and  heavy 
rain  and  hail  has  been  falling  almost  incessantly  since 
last  report.  The  river  is  now  in  high  flood  and  dis- 
coloured. In  the  early  days,of  the  past  week  Captain 
Morriss  landed  one  fresh  rtin  salmon  weighing  lllb., 
Mr.  T.  Gilroy  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  IQilb.  on  2nd 
inst.,  and  Mr.  W.  Despard  landed  another" salmon  of 
101b.  on  4th  inst.  The  Box  Fishery  is  doing  very  well 
on  Bundrowes,  as  upwards  of  seventy  fresh  run 
spring  salmon  have  been  taken  since  1st  ult. ;  a 
good  run  of  salmon  is  in  the  river  this  week.  On 
Lough  Melvin  Captain  P.  W.  Jones  took  a  beautiful 
brown  trout  of  61b.,  in  excellent  condition,  spinning 
with  natural  bait,  on  28th  ult.  Mr.  W.  C.  tried  for 
salmon  on  the  Lake  on  2nd  inst.,  and  succeeded  in 
landing  the  first  clean  salmon  of  the  season  (on  the 
Lake),  a  nice  fresh  run  fish  of  lOlb.  Angling  will  be  - 
in  full  swing  on  this  lake  next  week  should  the  weather 
permit.  On  the  River  Erne  (at  Belleek)  some  trout 
has  already  been  taken,  largest  3Jlb.  At  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  high  flood,  and  weather  con- 
tinues very  stormy  to-day. — M.  Roqan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Generally  speaking,  fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had  since  last  report  on  the  principal 
Kerry  rivers  open  for  angling,  and  on  a  few  of  those 
waters  really  good  sport  was  obtained  since  the  last 
heavy  rain  took  place.  Prospects  very  good  for  all 
waters  (especially  the  South  Kerry  waters)  for  the  next 
few  days. — T.  J,  D. 
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Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — This  river  has  been  almost 
too  high  for  successful  fishing  for  the  past  week. 
Large  numbers  of  salmon  have  passed  up  to  the  upper 
waters,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  excellent 
sport  as  soon  as  the  river  settles.  The  following  have 
been  successful  on  Williams  water  (Macroom),  Captain 
F.  Pooley  201b.,  151b. ;  on  Maslionaglass,  Mr.  Pym, 
lllb. ;  on  Lord  Bandon's  water,  Colonel  Trotman,  71b., 
91b.,  91b.,  131b. ;  on  "  Oak  Grove,"  G.  M.  levers,  101b., 
191b. ;  on  "  Carhue,"  J.  Lindsay,  14ilb.,  181b.,  201b. ;  and 

F.  M.  Leader,  lllb.  on  "  Fargus  "  ;  Major  Adamson, 
91b.  at  the  Waterworks;  M.  Murphy,  71b.  121b.  on 
Nettleville;  H.  Welch  Thornton,  71b.  101b.  lllb.  lllb. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son.  *• 

Iiennon  (Eilmacrenan). — On  Monday  the  Eev. 
P.  A.  Tydd  killed  a  clean  run  51b.  salmon  above  here, 
and  previous  to  the  Spate  "  the  pool  "  at  Ramelton — 
the  choice  stand  of  the  river — yielded  several  good 
'fish.  The  spate  has  brought  up  more  clean  run  fish. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
is  improving,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  very  much  improved,  as  much  -rain  has  fallen  and 
spring  salmon  are  coming  up  in  far  better  numbers. 
Weather  now  wild  but  improving.  Water  in  very 
good  condition.  Details  of  sport  since  last  report : 
Feb.  27,  Denis  Currane,  one  salmon,  lllb.;  March  2, 
Major  Creswell,  one  Johnny  Brennan,  101b. ;  Denis 
Currane,  one  91b.  ;  Thos.  Sullivan,  one  llflb. ; 
"March  3,  E.  W.  Riokards,  Esq.,  one  91b.  ;  March  4, 
A.  J.  Troup,  Esq.,  one  lllb.— T.  J.  D. 

nXoyola  (Castledawson,  co.  Derry). — In  blustery 
weather  the  season  opened  on  the  Moyola  on  March  1. 
Not  much  was  done  as  the  weather  since  then  has 
been  unfavourable.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  remark 
that  this  river  is  steadily  improving  as  a  salmon  river. 
The  runs  of  salmon  last  spawning  season  were  very 
large.  The  river  is  free,  with  exception  of  the  portion 
which  runs  through  Moyola  Park.  Lord  Adolphus  J. 
S.  0.  Chichester,  w.r^.,  Moyola  Park,  died  there  on 
Tuesday  last.  He  was  the  younger  son  of  the  late 
Marquis  of  Donegall. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  have  had  some 
heavy  showers  of  rain  and  hail  during  the  week,  and 
also  some  strong  gales.    On  the  Doouas  Water,  Mr. 

G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon  211b.  On  Newgarden 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon  151b.  On  the  Worlds- 
end,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon  871b. — John 
Enbight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Switserland  (Veytaux). — There  are  signs  of  a 
change  in  the  weather — air  warmer,  cloudy,  and  daily 
thaw,  giving  hope  of  some  early  March  fishing.  Recent 
inquiry  indicated  that  the  fishing  in  Valais  (Upper 
Rhone  Valley)  was  free  formerly,  but  about  two  years 
ago  the  streams  became  all  private  waters — for  sake  of 
netting  the  fish,  chiefly — but  tickets  in  some  cases  are 
sold,  or  leave  given,  as  in  the  case  of  Hotel  Chateau 
Bellevue  Si6rre.  There  is  now  in  some  cases  a 
.  Cantonal  licence  of  five  or  six  francs,  by  means  of 
■which  natives  can  fish  Club  waters.  Each  year  some 
one  or  other  of  the  streams  has  several  thousand 
young  trout  turned  into  it.  Eight  thousand  were  put 
into  the  Stockalpar  water  last  year. — Benwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — Several  anglers  came  down 
during  the  past  week  ;  they  met  with  very  poor  sport, 
their  catch  was  only  a  few  flat  fish.  On  the  3rd  half 
score  London  anglers  came,  but  the  weather  was  not 
at  all  pleasant,  most  of  the  day  it  blew  a  gale  and 
rained  very  heavily ;  their  united  take  did  not  amount 
to  half  score.  There  are  some  good  flat  fish  in  the 
river,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  caught  on  the  hook. 
The  dredger-men  working  on  the  oyster  layings  take 
every  day  some  very  fine  flat  fish  in  their  dredges.  A 
short  time  ago  one  of  the  watermen  shot  a  grebe,  and 
on  opening  it  there  were  twenty-seven  small  sprats  in 
its  inside;  if  a  small  grebe  consumes  so  many  at  a 
meal  what  will  a  sprat  loon  diver  consume  ?  which  is 
much  larger  bird.  This  week-end  will  not  be  suit- 
able for  angling  purposes. — J.  Weight. 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  are  getting  very  plentiful, 
and  are  usually  in  good  condition  in  this  month. 
Nearly  all  the  boats  have  exchanged  their  herring  nets 
for  the  mackerel  ones,  and  the  harvest  in  this  parti- 
cular line  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  ;  in  fact, 
in  this  month  and  next  some  tons  of  mackerel  are 
sent  weekly  from  the  coast  of  Cornwall  and  Devon  to 
various  parts  of  England  and  the  Continent.  They 
continue  in  season  until  October,  and  during  the 
spring  and  summer  are  caught  in  large  numbers  by 
whiffing.  Congers  are  now  coming  into  season  ;  they 
spawn  during  the  winter,  and  are  not  then  such  nice 
eating.  Large  quantities  are  being  taken  from  the 
various  piers,  and  grey  mullet  on  and  ofE  show  some 
good  sport.  We  are  on  the  look  out  daily  for  the 
Spring  pollack.  The  list  of  fish  in  season  for  this 
month  is  mackerel,  pouting,  conger,  smelt,  cray, 
anchovy,  sprat,  dab,  turbot,  brill,  trout,  salmon,  and 
'  all  shell  fish.— W,  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


Ramsg'ate.— There  has  been  no  fishing  during  the 
week,  and  until  the  weather  moderates  there  is  little 
or  no  chance  of  any. — Gbey  Mullet. 

Valentia. — Very  little  doing  here  at  present, 
Weather  wild  and  wet. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good  at 
the  Ballinskelligs  side  of  the  bay  up  to  Monday  at 
pollack  and  gurnard,  but  since  then  storms  and  rain 
have  brought  angling  to  a  standstill. — T.  J.  D. 


singling  ^ti-^tut^cs. 


IMarch  10. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Roving  match. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Outing. 

Blackfriars  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Brunswick  Brothers :  match. 

Canning  Town  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Consolation  match. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Cobden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

East  Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Elgin :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Golden  Barbel :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Good  Intent :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Harlesden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Original  Alexandra :  Match  at  St.  Margarets. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phoenix  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Richmond  :  Competition. 

Stratford :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

United  Brothers :  Roving  match. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorials :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wellington  :  Consolation  match. 

Wenlock  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

West  London  :  Roving  competition. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers :  Outing. 
March  11. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Finance  Committee. 

Collingwood :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

Richmond :  Competition. 
March  12. 

Gresham :  Annual  dinner. 
March  13. 

B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

Izaak  Walton :  Lapsed  priz*  outing. 
March  14. 

Duke  of  Norfolk :  Visit. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Walton :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

West  London :  Roving  competition. 


March  18. — Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 

„  19. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  20. — Bath  Anglers :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Woking  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  24. — A.B.S. :  Lea  competition. 

„  24. — Amicable  Brothers:  Outing  to  St.  Mar- 
garets. 

„  24. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  24. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  25. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  "At  home." 

,,  25. — Blue  Anchor :  Benefit  concert. 

„  26. — Stockwell :  Annual  dinner. 


IReports  from  Clubs- 


Reports  (to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglees'  Assooiation,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  committee 
will  meet  at  8,  and  general  committee  at  8.45  p.m.  on 
Monday  next,  March  11.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
any  donation  to  the  Netting  and  Restocking  Fund 
that  societies  or  persons  interested  in  the  work  of 
restocking  may  favour  us  with. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglebs'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting  List). 
— The  concert  held  by  the  Clissold  Angling  Society 
was  well  attended  on  March  5.  Their  room  was  well 
packed  by  some  of  the  best — Mr.  Woodruff,  Secretary 
of  the  Anglers'  Association,  Mr.  Osmont,  Mr.  Barnes, 
and  many  influential  gentlemen  being  prerent.  I 
called  the  roll  at  11.15  p.m.,  when  representatives  from 
the  following  sixteen  societies  were  present :  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Clissold,  Islington  Bros.,  Original  Clerken- 
well,  St.  John's,  Wenlock,  Walthamstow  Bros.,  Hearts 
of  Oak,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  Cambridge  Heath, 
Hounsfield  Otters,  Great  Nerthem,  Warwick,  High- 
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bury,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Allason  United.  I  spoke 
in  reference  to  the  good  work  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  was  doing,  and  ic  was  well  received.  I  spoke 
also  of  the  work  the  Anglers'  Association  was  doing. 
On  opening  their  box  it  contained  £2  Os.  Gd.  I  thank 
every  one.     Do  not  forget  Islington   Bros.— Ben 

AbllAHAMS. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District),  Visiting 
List. — Anglers  will  please  take  note  of  the  return  visit 
to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society  on  Thursday, 
March  14,  when  I  hope  to  sec  a  good  muster. — J. 
Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Feb.  27:  Since 
my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  £4  6s.  6d.  from  the  Camden  Angling  Society: 
£1  15s.  7d.,  Friendship;  £1  lis.  6d.,  Carlton,  from 
their  donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  there  were 
four  applications,  and  £7  2s.  and  two  letters  for  con- 
valescent homes  granted.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  March  8, 
at  8.30.  (Too  late  for  insertion  last  week). — March  6  : 
Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  £2  from  Walham  Green  and  (Chelsea, 
and  £4  3s.  from  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling 
Societies  from  their  donation  boxes. — R.  Ghurney. 

Abbrcorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  my  last  report  Messrs. 
Jeffries  and  Hillier  have  weighed  in  jack  and  chub — 
1  chub,  21b.  9oz. — and  took  a  dace  while  jack  fishing  ; 
Mr.  A.  Painter  51b.  6oz.  bream ;  Mr.  C.  Markworth 
31b.  loz.  dace,  one  dace  8|oz.  Will  members  please  turn 
up  next  week  to  clear  the  books  ? — A.  Painter. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
W. — Seventh  punt  competition  of  the  above  took 
place  Feb.  28  at  Shepperton,  with  following  result : — • 
Messrs.  C.  F.  Hammond,  prize  value  £2  2s. ;  \V. 
Newark,  prize  value  21s. ;  W.  Howell,  prize  value  15s., 
and  P.  E.  Blake,  special  bait  can.  Also  added  few 
new  members. — W.  Howell. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
Our  sweepstake  match  on  March  3  was  not  a  great 
success,  but  the  prizes  were  taken — Alec  Glaze  (first) 
and  Bob  Harris  (second).  Ben  was  at  the  A.  A. 
fishery  on  March  3,  at  Amberley,  and  had  bream.  The 
water  was  thick. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald]  Face 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Pinsbury. — Good  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  members  out  on  March  3 
and  a  few  fish  were  weighed  in,  the  prizes  left  over 
from  outing  being  all  won.  Members,  please  note 
March  13  will  be  quarterly  night.  We  have  an  outing 
on  March  24,  at  St.  Margaret's,  for  several  prizes. 
We  have  room  for  one  or  two  good  working  members. 
— G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — On  March  3  the  show 
of  fish  was  a  very  poor  one.  Mr.  Martin,  roach,  taking 
lapsed  prize ;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  also  had  roach.  Weekly 
meeting,  Mr.  C.  Cannar,  chairman.  March  outing  on 
10th  inst.  for  three  prizes  decided  to  be  a  roving  one. 
The  members'  "  At  Home,"  fixed  for  Monday  25th 
inst.  instead  of  18th,  as  reported  last  week.  Members 
are  invited  to  support  the  Collingwood  on  March  11. 
— W. 

Batteesea  Feiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S. W. — On  March  10  we  fish 
an  open  roving  match  at  Reading,  bank  only.  All 
members  to  go  down  by  first  train,  returning  by  the 
7.40.  Boundary  from  Caversham  Weir  to  Oak  Tree. 
There  are  also  three  consolation  prizes.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wheatly  gives  10s.  to  the  member  who  takes  gross 
weight  in  the  match. — A.  Dejonge. 

Beemondsey  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  March  3  :  J.  Martin,  roach ;  J.  Smith,  roach ; 
Spider,  roach.  In  the  competition  for  our  March  series 
of  prizes  the  members  are  allowed  to  fish  anywhere, 
private  waters  barred,  optional  to  leave  London  Satur- 
day night,  but  not  to  start  fishing  till  the  morning. — 
C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackeeiars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Our  match  at  Pulborough  was  well 
attended,  only  one  member  taking  fish — Mr.  W.  Stone. 
Our  visit  on  the  South  London  List  was  a  complete 
success,  and  I  wish  to  thank  all  gentlemen  that 
honoured  us  on  that  occasion.  The  remaining  prizes 
left  over  from  March  3  will  be  fished  for  up  Thames; 
roving,  on  March  10.  Leave  on  the  morning. — J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.  —  Our  subscription 
match  on  March  3  was  not  a  success,  so  we  have 
decided  to  abandon  it,  as  the  season  is  so  near  its 
close.  Our  Mr.  Derry  is  busy  writing  a  paper,  the 
title  of  which  he  has  not  yet  decided  upon,  and  which 
he  will  read  before  this  society,  and,  we  hope,  numerous 
angling  friends,  on  the  first  available  Sunday  evening 
in  April — date  will  appear  later,  as  I  know  it  will  be 
highly  interesting  to  anglers  in  general.  I  trust  wc 
shall  have  a  good  muster  on  that  occasion. — C. 
Chaplain. 

Bloomsbcby  Bbother3  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  1&2,  High  Holjjorn,  W.C.— On  March  3,  Mr.  T. 
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Davis  weighed  in  a  nice  jack  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stooker  and 
Mr.  J.  Koach,  roach.  Secretaries  will  greatlv  oblioe 
by  settling  up  for  Anglers'  Benevolent  Societv's 
concert  programmes.— T.  Paternosteb. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  -  Brother 
Kelly  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
Members  please  note  that  the  annual  dinner  wi!l  take 
place  at  an  early  date;  also  if  they  have  any  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  society  that  thev  should  attend  to 
hear  the  proposed  amendments  which  are  discussed 
^^f^"^  continues  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
March  10.  Seven  prizes.  Brother  T.  Hawkes'  benefit 
IS  fixed  for  the  18th  inst.,  at  the  Angel  and  Trumpet, 
High-street,  Stepney.— A.  Eobeetson 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Ihe  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.-Owing  to  the  small  attendance 
and  the  absence  of  any  special  business,  last  Tuesday's 
meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  forthcoming  Tuesdav 
when  I  trust  members  will  turn  up  in  strong  force  to 
hear  our  chairman  read  his  paper  on  "Pulborou<rh 
and  Amberley "  I  also  beg  to  impress  on  tho°se 
members  who  have  not  yet  taken  an  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society  Competition  ticket  will  be  ineligible  to 
take  part  m  our  match  on  March  24  without  they 
comply  by  taking  a  ticket.  The  following  weighed  in 
on  March  3:  Mr.  E.  Hubbard,  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr 
L  Stephenson,  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss,  Mr.  G.  Bowker  Mr  G 
Almerock,all  with  roach;  and  Mr.  E.  Nursey,  dace.— 
Jii.  H.  Argent.  , 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier 
^''ii' E.-We  fished  our  match  at 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  March  3,  but  only  two  prizes  were 
won.  Mr.  Brownlie  first,  Mr.  Heester  second,  leaving 
two  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  10,  same  place 
and  conditions. — J.  Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern. 
Westboume  Park,  W.-Several  members  were  out 
w  3 ;  O'lly  three  succeeded  in  getting  fish 

W.  Payers,  roach  and  jack;  C.  Sewell,  roach;  W. 
-t  light,  roach.  We  had  two  new  working  members 
proposed  at  our  last  meeting. — W.  BP 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  "return  visit  on  this 
ist  will  go  to  the  Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Societv, 
held  at  the  Princess  Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hamp- 
stead-road,  N.W.,  on  Thursday  next,  14th  inst.  Hope 
to  see  a  good  muster. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Wmstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction,  S  W  —  The 
members  of  this  society  fished  their  fourteenth  day's 
outing  at  Bourne  End  on  the  3rd  inst.,  when  onlv  two 
members  were  successful  in  taking  prizes,  Mr.  J. 
Thorne  and  H.  Pegg.  A  consolation  match  will  take 
place  on  March  10  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a 
prize  during  the  season.  Twelve  good  prizes  for  this 
occasion,  roving  any  water.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

TT  V't^^i^'^^T.^™"^^'^^^'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
-Hotel,  Clapham  Common.— Om-  outing  to  Pulborough 
on  March  3  was  an  utter  failure ;  owing  to  the  floods 
not  a  fish  was  weighed.  The  three  lapsed  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  March  10  at  Wraysbury;  tow-path 
only,  from  Old  Windsor  Lock  to  Bell  Weir.  I  trust 
that  those  members  not  clear  on  the  books  will  either 
send  or  be  present  at  next  Tuesday's  meeting,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  have  the  balance  sheet  ready  for  the 
general  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  March  19  — 
F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List  —The  visit  to  the  Lincoln  Angling  Society  on 
JNlonday  evening  was  a  success,  Mr.  C.  Tayler  as 
chairman  was  in  full  song.  The  following  twelve 
societies  were  well  represented,  viz..  Great  Northern, 
Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonian,  Camden,  Prince  of  Wales,  Dibden 
Original  Clerkenwell,  Merry  Anglers,  and  Victorian 
Brothers.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  St.  John's 
Angling  Society,  date  not  yet  to  hand.— P.  Castell 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— We  held  our  concert 
m  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  on  Tuesda^' 
March  6,  which  was  a  great  success.  The  room  was 
packed  to  overflowing,  sixteen  clubs  being  represented 
The  following  artists  obliged :  Messrs.  Letch,  Smith 
Archer,  Howell,  Chapman,  Coppen,  Kingsley,  Coulsen] 
S.  Eobmson.  Ladies  being  amongst  the  audience  we 
were  favoured  with  a  fine  song  from  Mrs.  Kin^^sley. 
One  turn  deserves  special  mention,  viz.,  Mr  e' 
Benham,  who;  delighted  the  company  present  with  a 
clever  juggling  performance.  I  wish  to  thank  all  those 
gentlemen  who  helped  to  make  the  evening  pass  away 
so  pleasantly.  A  few  members  were  out  on  IMaroh  3 
following  weighed  in:  Mr.  C.  Eobihe^n! 
41b.  15^oz.,  roach;  Coulsen,  21b.  7oz.,  roach  -  C''# 
Keen,  roach  ;  E.  Keen,  roach.  C.  Parmer  had'  a  nice 
show  of  bream.  Members  don't  forget  to  attend  next 
Tuesday  on  important  business.— E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  March  3  Mr.  A.  Howland  had  a  grand 
show  of  roach— 241b.  8oz.  Mr.  E.  Baxter  also  had  a 
fine  show— 91b.  13oz.  roach.  Only  eight  prizes  were 
taken  in  our  second  club  match  at  Marlow :  1st  Mr 
A.  E.  Newell ;  2nd,  Mr.  W.  Hutcbings ;  3rd,  Mr.  wl 
Godfrey ;  4th,  Mr.  T.  Twyman ;  6th,  Mr.  W.  Newell ; 
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6th,  Mr.  Edgar  Morris ;  7th,  Mr.  T.  Collins ;  8th,  M. 
T  March ;  leaving  eleven  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on 
March  10  under  same  conditions.  There  are  also 
eiglit  prizes  to  be  competed  for  at  Cookham.  I  hope 
the  unsuccessful  members  will  go  to  Marlow  or 
Cookham  and  try  to  finish  the  two  matches,  as  the 
prizes  are  worth  winning. — A.  S.  H. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  March  11  Mr' 
W.  J.  Wade  will  take  the  chair  at  our  annual  T.A.P  S 
concert  and  opening  of  boxes;  during  the  eveniu" 
Mr.  Downs  will  be  presented  with  the  second  cup  won 
in  the  Central  competition,  and  Mr.  Field  will  be 
presented  with  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Wiles  for  winner 
of  first  cup.  We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  all  brother 
anglers.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms 
long-acre,  W.C.— On  March  3  Mr.  John  Massey 
weighed  in  101b.  3oz.  of  very  nice  roach,  four  of  the 
largest  going  nearly  lib.  each.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  had  four  nice  perch,  the  heaviest  going  21b. 
TAoz.  and  lib.  2  oz.  Members  please  notice  that^next 
Tuesday,  March  13,  is  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to 
see  all  members  present. — W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— The  members  jom'neyed  to 
St.  Margaret's  on  March  3.  Sport  was  very  slow,  the 
result  of  the  competition  was  as  follows  :  Messrs  R 
■Parram,  1st ;  A.  Wild,  2nd  ;  Mack,  3rd  ;  E.  Lloyd,  4th  • 
Sampson  also  had  fish.  Mr.  T.  Thompson  weighed  in 
a  splendid  catch  of  bream  and  roach,  weighing  791b. 
14^oz. ;  fourteen  bream  weighing  701b.  Ofoz"-  best 
bream,  61b.  6Joz.  The  best  five  fish  are  being  set  up  in 
one  case,  weighing  291b.  14|oz.  March  5  we  held  a 
smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Eeuting  and  Eestocking 
Fund  Box ;  the  room  was  fairly  filled,  and  some  capital 
songs  were  i  rendered  by  Messrs.  Pocock,  F.  Wild, 
Clarkson,  G.  Vincent,  Smith,  Prigmore,  W.  Poore,  e' 
Parram,  S.  Malby,  and  Madame  St.  Clair.  Mr.'n! 
Poore  gave  a  selection  on  the  phonograph.  Mr 
Wormell,  of  The  Eailway  Hotel,  St.  Margaret's,  will 
give  two  prizes  for  the  A.B.S.  competition,  namely, 
£1  Is.  and  another  substantial  prize. — S.  Malby. 

Earlspield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— For  the  last  outing  on  March  10  we 
are  again  fishing  the  Fleet,  Wraysbury,  bank  only,  'five 
good  prizes  being  offered  :— 1st,  rod  and  12s.  6d. ;  '2nd, 
rod  and  10s. ;  3rd,  silver  cup,  the  gift  of  George  Adams' 
Esq. ;  4th,  10s.  ;  5th,  5s.  Train  from  Clapham 
Junction  8.27,  book  to  Datchet.  Cease  fishing  0.30. 
The  outing  of  March  3  resulted  in  1st  prize  and 
challenge  cup  being  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Keepin,  with 
three  perch,  largest  lib.  -Boz.,  this  also  securing  the 
10s.  6d.  presented  by  F.  Mathews,  Esq.,  for  heaviest 
perch  over  IJlb.,  no  other  prizes  being  taken.— E.  H. 
Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Mr.  H.  W.  Exall  with  a  friend 
went  to  Thames  Dittoii  on  ilarch  3  and  had  a  good 
show  of  roach,  chub  and  dace.  Outing  to  Pulborough 
takes  place  on  March  10. — E.  Dyball. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken 
siugton  Park  Eoad,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Our  match  on 
March  3  was  not  a  success,  only  two  prizes  were  taken, 
by  Mr.  G.  Love  and  IMr.  Harley  respectively.  The 
remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  March  10, 
same  conditions  as  before.  We  had  a  full  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  and,  being  quarterly  night,  got  through  a  lot 
of  business.  The  officers  elected  for  next  quarter  are 
follows :— Mr.  Harley,  check  secretary;   Mr.  G 


Messrs.   Clarke  and  Drury, 


Love,  chairman ;  and 
delegates. — G.  King. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— On  March  2  Mr.  Willett  weighed  in  a  jack 
of  51b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  H.  Creeke  S.^lb.  bream  and  roach, 
one  bream  31b.  2|oz.  It  was  decided  at  last  meeting  to 
alter  the]  date  of  general  meeting  to  April  16.— 
H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New 
ton.  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
March  3,  Messrs.  Verity,  James  EUins,  Baily  and 
Stokes  had  roach,  jack  and  chub.  On  March  5,  Messrs. 
Morol,  King  and  Verity  weighed  in  roach  and  perch. 
The  outing  to  Tilehurst  was  a  failure,  so  it  was 
arranged  to  fish  it  on  March  10  in  the  Thames. 
Meinbers  can  go  jwhere  they  like.  Any  member 
wishing  to  join  can  do  so  up  till  12  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night  in  the  Bar  Book.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E.— Mr.  Thompson  brought 
in  a  good  take  of  good  class  roach  on  the  3rd  inst 
Mr.  Philpott  also  had  roach  from  the  Lea.  The 
members  will  fish  for  prizes  on  March  10  at  Burnt 
Mill,  on  the  Stort,  pegged  down.  Start  by  9.8  train 
E.  Murphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— Our  match  at  Windsor  on  the  3rd 
inst.  was  not  a  great  success,  as  owing  to  inclement 
weather  very  few  fish  were  taken,  and  consequently 
only  two  prizes  were  obtained,  the  first  by  Mr.  Ide 
and  the  second  by  Mr.  Cashen.  The  remaining  prizes 
are  to  be  competed  for  on  the  same  conditions  and  at 
the  same  place  on  March  10.  Mr.  Woodhouse  has 
weighed  in  a  fine  jack  of  over  101b.,  which  was  in 
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splendid:  condition ;  also  roach,  best  fish  lib.  3Joz.-, 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Victoria 
Pomeroj'-street,  New  Cross.— The  last  outing  of  the 
season  of  the  members  will  take  place  on  March  10. 
Un  Majch  3  members  were  out  in  various  directions, 
but  only  0.  Williams,  jun.,  saved  a  blank  by  weidiin"  in 
bream  from  Walton.  We  sent  two  cases  of  specimen 
fish  to  the  Fisheries  Exhibition.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  to  wind  up  tlie  season  and  arrange 
tor  the  annual  supper. — W.  Tarry 
iQ?^?"^,^  ?^  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— We  had  a  very  nice 
show  of  roach  on  March  3,  taken  by  Mr.  Jefferies  I 
wish  to  remind  members  that  the  prizes  remaining 
from  the  last  batch  are  to  be  fished  for  in  the  angling 
competition,  which  is  to  take  place  at  St.  Margaret's 
on  March  24,  under  the  same  rules.— W.  Robinson 
iQ?^*^'^?  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 

182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green,  E.— Our  members  will 

A  1  .  -o  P®®'^  P"^®*  °^  same  day  as  the 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society's  Competition,  March  24 
making  a  double  event.  Same  rules  as  the  competi- 
3'^-  Pummell  had  a  nice  show  of  jack,  taken 
at  St.  Margarets.— W.  J.  Eobinson. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.  —  Since  my 
last  report  some  very  good  fish  have  been  recorded. 
Messrs.  G.  West,  three  pike  of  the  following  weights  : 
161b.  7oz.,  131b.  5oz.,  and  91b.  6oz. ;  W.  Tf  Attwood 
one  chub  31b.  lOioz.  ;  T.  A.  Saunders,  one  pike,  lOlb! 
4oz. ;  J.  E.  Clements,  perch  from  the  club  water  up  to 
lib.;  J.  Potter,  roach  and  dace  from  the  same  71b 
4oz. ;  best  roach  lib.  lOoz,  best  dace  lloz. ;  and  E 
Wymer,  three  pike,  respectively,  181b.  2oz.,  121b 
12ioz  and  101b.  13oz.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
on  the  occasions  of  the  outings  to  Huntingdon  on 
March  10,  and  the  club  water  on  March  13.— E  W 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— On  Feb.  27  we  had  a  most 
successful  concert,  Messrs  G.  M.  Caines  and  G 
Johnson  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  A.  Wilkinson  presided  at 
the  piano.    The  following  talented  artists  contributed 

enjoyable  evening :  Messrs.  Walter  King,  j 
W.  Hibberd,  F.  Wood,  F.  Wyat,  P.  King,  A  Whiting  I 
A.  Stevens,  G.  Johnson,  Beu  Calcott,  G.  Hodson  and 
friend,  Howes  and  Scobel,  Will  Anthony,  and  T. 
Johnson.  Among  the  numerous  visitors  we  were 
pleased  to  welcome  Mr.  E.  G.  Woodruff,  the  sec  of 
the  Angling  Association,  and  Messrs.  Close  and  Grey 
of  the  Gresham. — A.  Clayton. 

HOUNSLOW  AND  ISLEWORTH  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY 

Irince  Eegeut,  High-street,  Hounslow.  —  The  pike 
competition  last  week-end  resulted  in  Mr.  C  A  Duke 
wmning  with  a  brace  of  fine  fish  weighing  241b.  8Aoz 
only  half  an  ounce  difference  between  them.  The 
headquarters  iu  future  will  be  the  Eoyal  George  Hotel, 
High-street,  Hounslow.  Special  meeting  next  Wednes- 
day.—J.  M.  Brougham. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Eoad.— On  March  3  only  one 
member  was  able  to  win  a  prize  at  Ware— viz  Mr  J 
Huntley,  jun.,  with  roaeh;  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  remaining  two  should  be  fished  for  in  the  A.  B  S 
competition  on  March  24.  The  following  members 
weighed  in  a  good  show  of  fish  on  March  3.  Mr. 
Newton,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Wiltshire,  roach  •  Mr' 
McGrath,  daco ;  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  jack;  Mr.  Eolfe' 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  Bailey,  perch.  On  Tuesday  we  decided 
to  leave  the  issue  of  rule  8,  ra  the  A.  A.  rules,  in  the 
hands  of  our  delegates,  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Norman. 
E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed 
m  on  March  3— Mr.  Howard  41b.  4foz.,  roach  ■  Mr 
Eeeves,  roach ;  Mr.  Brookman,  dace.  Others  'were 
out,  but  had  not  any  sport.  Our  delegate  gave  in  his 
report  from  the  Central  Association,  which  was  duly 
received,  when  it  was  also  decided  to  take  our  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  Dist.  List  on  March  IS,  when 
I  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  of  club  members  and 
friends,  and  I  also  hope  members  will  come  up  on 
Tuesday  next  to  settle  up  for  programmes. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
As  announced  last  week,  the  members  will  compete 
for  three  special  prizes  on  March  10,  at  Gt.  Marlow, 
also  for  three  prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  13th,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  Mr.  J.  Leonard 
weighed  in  jack  and  perch  on  March  3,  and  "Mr. 
Whack  Whack  "  and  J.  Poole  had  roach  on  the  same 
day.— H.  B. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E.— The  ball  held  on  Feb.  28  proved 
to  be  our  most  successful  social  event  since  this  society 
has  been  in  existence,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
members  and  visitors  being  present,  amongst  the  latter 
being  Messrs.  J.  B.  Close,  F.  Gray,  J.  Powles-WesL 
and  Ben  Abrahams,  and,  of  course,  their  good  ladies. 
Our  best  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  M.C.'s,  Messrs. 
Stevens  and  Wilderspin,  also  to  Mr.  Munro  for 
catering  so  well.    Our  members  have  been  very 
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unfortunate  recently,  the  catches  ruling  very  small. 
A  prize  of  10s.  6d.  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Competition. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  March  3  the 
following  had  a  few  fish :  Mr.  Palmer,  roach ;  W. 
Watling,  roach  ;  Messrs.  Evens,  Chivers  and  Biggs  also 
having  roach  and  dace.  On  Monday  last  our  visit  on 
the  Centrjil  District  Visiting  List  was  a  great  success, 
twelve  clubs  being  well  represented,  Mr.  C.  Taylor  in 
the  chair.  Some  very  good  songs  were  sung  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  I  wish  to  return 
thanks  to  the  friends  that  turned  up  on  this  occasion. 
— W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishebs'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— Notwith- 
standing the  boisterous  weather,  we  had  a  good 
attendance  at  the  general  meeting  held  on  March  5. 
Five  gentlemen  were  elected  as  members,  and,  as 
anticipated,  our  numerical  limit  has  been  reached  in 
the  estimated  time.  Drafts  of  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  association  were  placed  before  the  meeting, 
but  it  was  considered  advisable  to  have  a  copy 
of  same  posted  to  each  individual  member  for 
his  careful  perusal  and  consideration,  so  that  all 
interested  would  be  in  a  practical  position  to  at  once 
be  ready  with  any  comments  when  the  various  items 
are  read  at  a  special  general  meeting  to  be  held  on 
19th  inst.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  result  in  a 
great  saving  of  valuable  time  and  that  the  rules  will 
be  concise  and  decisive  from  their  formation  and  thus 
obviate  any  changes  in  the  future. — Maech  Brown. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — Members  are  re- 
minded that  the  first  match  fixture  takes  place  on 
March  10  in  the  River  Dee,  Chester  to  the  Iron  Bridge. 
Members  start  from  Chester  Station  on  arrival  of 
morning  train.  Weigh  in  at  Cross  Keys  (Wooleys) 
6  p.m.  sharp. — Roach  Pole. 

Nobth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  March  3 
we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  considering  only 
three  of  our  members  weighed  in.  Mr.  H.  Collins  led 
the  way  wdth  a  nice  show  of  jack,  also  perch  and 
roach  ;  Mr.  W.  Moore,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Carter,  perch. — 
G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — Since  last  report 
the  takes  of  fish  have  been  small,  contributed  by  the 
following  :  Mr.  Hayes,  W.  Stretch,  T.  Harris,  W.  Black, 
and  H.  Ford.  The  four  prizes  competed  for  on 
Feb.  17  were  not  won  on  that  date,  so  that  they  were 
fished  for  on  Feb.  24,  and  won  by  Mr.  Hayes  taking 
two,  T.  Harris  one,  and  W.  Black  one.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  meeting  to  arrange  for 
another  outing. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander  Road,  East  Dulwich.  —  Several  members 
went  out  on  March  3,  but  only  four  of  them  had  fish. 
Mr.  Watts  won  the  first  prize  with  jack.  Mr.  T.  H. 
Mueller  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  largest  fish  14oz. 
The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  oS  on  March  10, 
"  Rover,"  pimt  or  bank,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Those 
members  never  having  won  a  prize  (Christmas  prizes 
excepted)  to  weigh  in  before  the  others,  just  to  give 
the  novice  a  chance.  Next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  and  Friday  night  committee  meeting  at  10.30. 
— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — Since  my  last  report  Mr. 
Woodland  had  a  nice  pike,  101b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  Spaikes 
one  6^1b.  and  one  5  J  lb.  The  bailif  turned  in  between 
six  and  seven  thousand  fish  during  the  week,  of  all 
species,  some  fine  tench  and  carp  among  them. — G.  S. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
thirty-third  annual  supper  took  place  on  Feb.  18.  We 
were  catered  for  by  J.  Staines,  Old-street,  who  gave 
entire  satisfaction  by  the  manner  in  which  he  provided 
the  spread.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  our  late  secre- 
tary, Mr.  E.  Brockett.  After  the  cloths  were  removed 
we  had  a  pleasant  evening,  during  which  twenty-one 
guineas  and  several  other  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
coming  season.  Two  o'clock  brought  a  close  to  a  very 
enjoyable  evening  VTith  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair. 
The  secretary  gave  a  statement  of  the  club's  progress 
during  the  year,  which  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a 
stronger  position,  both  in  funds  and  members,  than, 
previously.  On  March  3,  S.  Orrow  weighed  in  61bs., 
roach  and  perch ;  B.  Preston,  one  roach,  lib.  Joz. 
Our  outing  to  Harlow  resulted  in  an  absolute  blank. 
We  fish  for  these  on  March  10,  Rye  House  Bridge  to 
Ware  Bridge.  Roaming,  and  show  fish  on  St.  Mar- 
garet's Bridge  at  6.30  p.m.  Get  out  at  St.  Margaret's. 
— George. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Owing  to  the 
flooded  condition  of  the  river  our  match  at  Pulborough 
on  the  3rd  was  a  failure,  not  one  amongst  us  taking  a 
fish.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  10th,  same 
conditions  as  the  3rd,  with  the  proviso  that,  should 
they  not  be  taken,  members  who  competed  on  the  3rd 
will  be  able  to  weigh  in  from  the  Lee  (open)  on  the 
17th  and  24th.    A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent 
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on  the  5th  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  our 
worthy  president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  occupying  the 
chair,  well  supported  by  his  flock.  We  follow  with 
the  next  visit  on  South  Loudon  list  on  March  19. 
Mr.  Bert  Stone  weighed  jack  on  the  3rd,  he  not  oom- 
peting  in  the  match. — T.  G.  GirtBS. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.  W. — Messrs.  Carr  and  Nobby  weighed 
in  a  few  roach  on  March  3.  The  two  priz^  left  from 
last  outing  will  be  fished  for  roving  on  March  10; 
members  have  the  option  of  going  away  on  Saturday 
night,  and  will  they  please  attend  next  meeting. 
Important  business. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatobials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  March  3  the  following 
weighed  in  ;  W.  Price,  W.  Shepherd,  and  W.  Payne. 
Will  members  please  turn  up  on  Tuesday  next  to 
instruct  delegates  how  to  vote,  rc  alteration  of  rule  8  in 
Guide-book  ,  and  transact  other  business? — G.  Keene. 

Richmond  Angling  Society,  Tulip  Tree,  Kew  Foot 
Road,  Richmond. —  A  fishing  competition  will  take 
place  on  March  10  and  11,  from  either  the  Middlesex 
and  Surrey  bank,  or  from  a  punt  between  Twickenham 
Ferry  and  Richmond  Lock  and  Weir.  All  fish  to- 
count — bar  jack,  eels,  pope,  minnows  and  bleak. — 
H.  E.  Gaynob. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List. — 
A  very  successful  gathering  of  South  London  anglers, 
supplemented  by  the  addition  of  numerous  delegates 
of  societies  from  over  the  water,  was  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the 
occasion  being  their  first  visit  on  the  revised  list. 
Host  Shepherd,  of  the  Peckham  Brothers,  occupied 
the  chair,  surrounded  by  genial  friends,  faced  by- 
President  Davis  (St.  Albans  Angling  Society)  in  the 
vice.  Harmony  was  rendered,  as  usual,  until  the  time 
came  near  for  the  roll  to  be  called,  when  the  usual 
prize  fund  collection  was  made.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
was  able  to  announce  that  the  Blackfriars  had  taken 
the  cake  up  to  the  present  by  collecting  30s.,  but 
promised  them  that  he,  with  the  support  of  the 
Peckham  Brothers,  would  make  a  big  effort  to  top  it. 
The  following  societies  answered  to  the  rollcall, 
namely : — United  Brothers,  Anchor  and  Hope,  St. 
Albans,  Blackfriars,  Peckham  Brothers,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  CoUingwood,  South  Bermondsey,  Stockwell, 
Oglander,  Waggoners,  Second  Surrey,  St.  Johns, 
Walham  Green,  Amicable  Waltoniaus,  West  London, 
Crown  and  Buckland,  and  Merry  Anglers,  eighteen 
clubs  in  all.  The  next  visit  on  the  rota  will  go  to  the 
Pechham  Brothers  (Host  G.  H.' Shepherd),  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walwprth.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
(president  of  the  list)  having  thanked  the  assembly 
for  supporting  the  visit,  notified  the  fact  that  several 
societies  of  South  Loudon  had  not  joined  yet,  but 
hoped  that  shortly  we  should  have  every  society  in 
South  London  enrolled  on  our  list.  The  chairman 
and  vice-chairman  having  responded  to  the  "musical 
honours "  accorded  them  for  services  rendered  a 
general  invitation  was  given  to  meet  at  the  Mason's 
Arms,  when  Secretary  Gibbs  and  members  of  the 
Peckham  Brothers  had  fixed  on  the  date  for  the  big 
night. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Mr.  Chamberlain  weighed  in  roach 
on  March  2.  Mr.  Stodhart  showed  a  fine  tray  of 
roach,  Mr.  Fairbourne  dace.  Our  return  ^'isit  on 
March  4  was  well  attended,  twelve  clubs  represented, 
the  Limehouse  Piscatorials,  Brunswick  Brothers, 
West  Ham,  and  North-East  Bethnal  Green  showing 
up  in  strong  force.  During  the  evening  the  chair  was 
taken  by  Messrs.  Brock,  J.  Slade,  Fred  Bolding, 
and  F.  Lange.  We  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening ; 
Messrs.  Pross,  Harry  Bowles,  Carter,  Cloake,  Collins, 
Perry,  F.  Lange,  J.  Slade,  Tom  Bowling,  and  others 
entertained  the  company  with  good  songs ;  Mr.  J. 
Prend  was  the  pianist.  Our  Anglers'  Benevolent 
box  was  opened  by  Mr.  Manning,  who  made  his  usual 
appropriate  speech,  and  announced  the  amount  of  the 
box  as  £2  16s.  8d.— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — We  had  a  grand  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  March  3  by  the  following :  Messrs. 
Harry  Payne,  T.  Lucas,  R.  Tirrell,  Ansty,  and  Jenkins. 
I  have  to  report  a  poor  attendance  of  members  at 
Tuesday's  meeting,  and  should  like  to  see  a  good  show 
up  next  week,  as  I  have  the  dinner  tickets  and  also 
the  tickets  for  the  Fisheries  ready  for  those  gentlemen 
requiring  them. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  March  3  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  Batchelor,  21b.  lloz.  of  roach,  one 
roach  lib.  5Joz. ;  Mr.  Cartwright,  roach,  41b.  l^oz., 
one  roach,  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Burnham  weighed  in  during 
the  week  show  of  jack,  121b.  lloz.,  one  jack  71b.  4oz. 
On  March  10  we  have  an  outing  to  Cookham,  and 
walk  where  they  please  afterwards ;  go  down  by  the 
8.40  from  Westbourne  Park  and  return  by  the  7.45. 
Members  can  take  down  live  baits,  there  are  several 
prizes  to  fish  for. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— A  fully  attended 
meeting,  our  concert  on  Feb.  27  was  a  great  success ; 
only  a  few  societies  were  represented,  but  very  strongly. 
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A  very  strong  programme  was  got  through,  including 
Mr.  Wade's  lantern  lecture,  which  was  very  in- 
structive to, all,  concerned  in  angling,  showing  views 
of  Hythe,  Deal,  Dover,  Sandgate,  Grove  Ferry,  Slurry, 
etc.  The  A.  B.  S.  box  on  being  opened  was  found  to 
contain  £2.  ■  Please  to  acknowledge  28.  6d.  from  the 
Bermondsey,  Brothers.  Mr.  \V.  H.  Elsmore  very  ably 
presided, '  assisted  by  Host  Wallace  in  the  vice  chair, 
Mr.  W.  Spraggs  on  the  piano.  On  Feb.  24  Mr. 
Palmer  weighed  in  one  chub,41b.  8oz.,  from  the  Thames 
bank  ;  also  on  March  3rd,  chub  .and  roach,  heaviest 
chub  21b.  l4oz.—W.  L.  Kerry.    .  ' 

Walthamstow  Brothers,  •  Essex  Arms,  Forest- 
road,  Walthamstow. — We  had  a  grand  outing  to  Ware 
on  March  3,  our  roachers  coming,  off  very  strong. 
Messrs.  Gover,  first,  with  31b.  12Joz. ;  Thomson,  second, 
with  21b.  14^oz.  ;  Rumble,  third,  with  21b.  8oz. : 
W.  Osmenth,  fourth;  Howarth,  fifth ;  Howell,  sixtli. 
Mr.  Poore  also  weighed  in  21b.  of  perch.  Mr.  Rumble 
caught  a  specimen  roach,  lib.  6oz.,  in  fine  condition. 
— M.  Schocke. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association.— Owing 
to  the  river  being  unfavourable  none  of  oiir  meniber>, 
have  this  week  had  fish.  Our  dinner  on  March  11 
promises  to  be  a  big  success.  S.  Foote,  Esq.,  will  take 
the  chair,  and  a  good  concert  has  been  arranged  l;y 
Mr.  Geo.  Edmonds.  Mr.  W.  Harris  has  granted  us 
the  right  of  fishing  from  his  land  between  the  tumbling 
bay  and  Sunbury  Waterworks. — H.  Newby. 

Wandswoeth  PiscATORiALii  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth. — Our  lapsed  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  at  Richmond  on  March  10,  same  conditions.  The 
club  was  saved  from  a  blank  on  the  3rd  by  T.  Tring- 
ham,  who  weighed  in  some  nice  bream  from  the 
Thames,  largest  21b.  8oz.— T.  Tbingham. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  consolation 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  March  10 ;  members  may 
fish  for  them  where  they  please.  Those  who  have  not 
taken  a  prize  will  do  well  to  turn  out.  There  is  also  a 
lapsed  prize  to  fish  for.  Those  members  who  were  not 
in  attendance  on  Tuesday  last  missed  a  splendid  sight 
— a  tray  of  grayling — caught  by  Mr.  Papworth ;  five 
fish  in  all.  The  following  are  the  weights :  21b.  6o^z., 
lib.  lOJoz.,  lib.  S^oz.,  lib.  7foz.,  and  lib.  Joz.  We 
had  hardly  got  through  the  weighing  of  the  grand  fish 
when  our  honorary  member,  Mr.  C.  Newbury,  turned 
in  with  two  lovely  roach,  one  weighing  21b.  ^oz.,  the 
other  lib.  15oz.— W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — On  March  3  Mr.  Styman  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  perch.  Our  next  outing  takes 
place  on  March  10  at  Rye  House,  roving,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach, 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.  —  Om-  members 
were  out  in  the  match  on  March  10,  but  sport  was 
very  popr,  as  only  three  prizes  were  taken,  as  follows  ; 
Messrs.  A.  Kettnus,  W.  P.  Hartt,  and  John  Newton 
There  are  two  more  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  at  the  same 
place  and  same  condition. — R.  Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — An  open  roving  competition  is  fixed 
for  March  10  and  Thursday,  March  14,  for  six  prizes. 
Bank  or  punt.  Weights  to  be  unlimited.  Members 
fishing  on  March  10  must  give  notice  at  the  club 
house. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Horsell. — The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
will  take  place  in  the  society's  club-room  on  Wednes- 
day, March  13,  at  7  p.m.,"  Mr.  A.  G.  Clinton  (our 
president)  in  the  chair.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see 
any  friends  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend,  and 
can  assure  them  of  a  hearty  welcome.  Tickets  may  be 
had  of  the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary. — Wayside 
Wandebeb. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  W'heatsheaf  Inn. — 
At  last  week's  meeting  it  was  decided  fo  postpone  the 
annual  dinner  until  Wednesday,  March  20,  owing  to 
the  town  ball  being  held  on  the  13th. — R.  Heathee. 

Woolwich  Beothbrs  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Our  members 
kave  been  doing  very  little  in  the  way  of  angling 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  F. 
Cresswell  weighed  in  roach  41b.  5Joz.,  largest,  lib.  IJoz., 
and  one  jack. — J.  R.  Howcropt. 

Ye  Old  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road. — We  had  a  fair 
muster  of  members  on  Tuesday  night.  Mr.  Romaine 
had  a  good  show  of  dace  and  roach  from  Teddington. 
Our  next  outing  takes  place  at  Eton  on  March  10. 
Members  wanted  in  force  on  Tuesday  next  to  elect 
officer  for  the  coming  year  and  settle  other  business. — 
F.  Taylor. 


"I visited  poor  old  Robinson  in  the  lunatic  asylum 
the  other  day,"  said  one  of  the  members  of  a  certain 
club,  "and  all  the  old  fellow  seems  to  do  is  to  sit  by 
the  side  of  his  bath  v?ith  a  rod  and  line  and  fancy  he's 
going  to  catch  fish."  "  That's  nothing  much,"  said  a 
bystander.  "  I've  seen  people  doing  the  same  thing  by 
the  riverside,  many  a  time."  And  several  members  of 
that  club  sighed,  got  up,  and  walked  away. 
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NOTES  FOE  KOACH  ANGLEKS. 

{From  the  "  Booli  of  the  Roach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell.) 
CHAPTER  m.—continued. 
There  was  a  roach  taken  in  Godfrey  Water, 
the  Cohie,  at  Thorney  Broad,  West  Drayton,  of 
'21b.  '2oz.  Although  the  Dutch  roach  are  accepted 
as  larger  than  the  British,  one  of  two  pound 
and  a  half,  which  came  to  Billingsgate  in  March 
1870.  was  considered  sufficiently  exceptional  to 
induce  a  cast  to  be  made  of  it,  and  the  model  in 
plaster  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Garrard,  Fish- 
monger, New  Cut,  Lambeth.  Thomas  Best,  in  his 
"Concise  Treatise  of  the  Art  of  Angling,"  says: 
••The  largest  roach  in  this  kingdom  are  taken  in 
the  Thames,  where  many  have  been  caught  of  two 
and  a  half  pounds  weight." 

Where  are  they  now  ?  A  roach  of  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  is  a  prize.  Salter,  a  great  Lea  authority, 
says  :  "  Eoach  seldom  exceed  two  pounds  in  weight : 
indeed,  it  is  very  imusual  to  catch  them  so  large, 
though  I  have  heard  of  one  being  being  caught  in 
the  Grand  J  unction  Canal  which  weighed  one  pound 
and  three-qiaarters."     In   the  Morning  Post  of 

Oct.  22.  1821:   "Angling  in  Hampton  Deep.  

Upwai-ds  of  one  hundred  dozen  of  fine  roach  were 
caiight  in  one  day  ;  several  weighed  one  pound  and 
a  half  each !  The  oldest  fisherman  does  not 
recollect  anytliing  like  it  before  in  angling.  It  was 
(me  of  the  finest  day's  sport  ever  known,  and  the 
fishei-men  attending  could  not  take  the  fish  off 
the  hooks  quick  enough."  Robert  Blakey  says  : 
"  Eoach  attain  a  large  size.  They  are  said  to  have 
been  killed  in  England  of  the  weight  of  two 
poimds."  Thus  the  presumption  is  that  even 
Blakey  never  saw  a  roach  of  the  size  he  mentions. 

Mr.  W.  Wright,  in  his  "Fishing  and  Fishes," 
writes  :  "  At  Richmond  a  gentleman  with  whom  I 
ain  acquainted  caught  a  roach  weighing  four 
pounds,  which  was  preserved  and  shown  to  a 
number  of  persons."  If  this  had  been  the  case 
it  would  have  tiuned  up  ere  this  during  the 
earnest  and  searching  inquiry  into  the  subject  of 
weight.  Baddeley  tells  us,  in  his  "  London 
Angler":  -'An  old  New  River  angler  caught  a 
roach  at  the  Rockbridge  weighing  two  pounds  and 
half  an  oimce,  with  a  singlfe  hair  line."  Mr. 
Sumner,  who  fished  for  roach  during  the  season 
every  week  for  years,  and  travelled  miles  in  e\  ery 
direction  to  do  so,  has  told  us  that  he  "never 
took  a  roach  over  two  pounds  and  a  quarter,  nor 
saw  one  of  two  pounds  and  a  half." 

Wherefore,  then,  this   great  disparity  of  evi- 
dence •?    It  is  really  enough  to  shake  our  faith  in 
books.    It  will,  however,  be  observed  that  all  the 
roach  mentioned  as  above  three  pounds  in  weight 
are  but  hearsay.    No  one  writer  who  records  the 
fact  says  so  from  his  own  personal  knowledge. 
We  know  that  roach  vary  much  in  size  in  different 
localities,  and  are  equally  aware  that  chub,  rudd. 
and  bream  have  often  been  confounded  with  the 
fish  in  question;  but  long  as  we  have  tried  to 
catch  or  get  a  full  unqualified  examination  of  a 
I'oach  above  two  pounds  and  a  quarter,  we  have 
not  as  yet  succeeded,  and  would  go  a  long  way  to 
do  so.    We  do  not,  therefore,  think  there  is  any 
authentic    evidence    of    roach    much   over  two 
pounds,    and  few   reach   that   weight,     In  the 
instance   quoted  by  Mr.   Jesse  he   says:  "The 
largest   roach    I    can    hear    of    weighed  three 
pounds."    But  Jesse  was  acquainted  with  Yarrell, 
and  Yarrell,  quoting  from  Pennant,  mentions  one 
of  fi\'e  pounds,  which  was  ev  idently  too  much  for 
Mr.   Jesse.     For  some  ten  years  we  offered  a 
sovereign  for  a  roach  of  two   pounds,  five-and- 
t\venty_  shillings  for  one  of  two  pounds  and  a 
(juarter,  two  sovereigns  for  one  of  three  pounds, 
and  six  sovereigns  for  one  above  an  ounce  more 
than  the  latter  weight.    We  got  but  five  commu- 
nications respecting  this  premium,  fom  of  which 
were  soon  disposed  of  as  useless  :  the  fifth,  how- 
ever, was  from  a  nobleman  in  Nottinghamshire. 
\vho  kindly  wrote  to  say  that  his  Iseepers  had 
often  told  him  that,  while  catching  bait  for  his 
visitors  to  fish  for  pike,  they  took  roach  of  two 
and  a  half  and  some  full  three  pounds  in  weight, 
which,  being  too   big   for   angling,  were  either 
throw-n   aside   or  returned   to   the   ri\er.  We 
immediately   wote   to   the    keepers,    who  had 
already  received  directions  to  send  us.  the  largest 
examples  they  gould  lay  their  hands  on,  and  to 
oui-  great  delight   a  hamper  reached  us  a  few 
days  afterwards  with  a   note  from  his  lordship 
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expressing  the  pleasure  he  had  in  gratifying  our 
wish.  The  hamper  was  opened  and  the  fish  sorted, 
llie  contents  consisted  of  bream  —  both  carp- 
bream  and  the  silver  kind— chub,  roach,  and  dace. 
\\  ith  the  hamper  there  was  likewise  a  note  from 
the  head  keeper,  ^vhich  stated  that  he  had  for- 
warded carp  and  roach.  Upon  weighing  the 
largest  roach  it  did  not  turn  the  scale  at  a  pound 
and  It  was  clear  to  us  that  the  bream  had  been 
taken  for  carp  and  the  chub  for  roach.  And 
this  Ignorance  of  fish  amongst  keepers— keepers 
who  know  ever^-thmg  on  land— is  very  far  from 
rare.  All  such  "small  deer"  by  them  are  ranljed 
under  one  general  term  of  "  white  fish."  and  con- 
sequently as  "  varmint." 

[Since  the  "  Book  of  the  Roach  "  was  written 
many  undoubted  instances  of  roach  well  over  two 
pounds  have  been  recorded.] 

It  is  incontestable  that  river  roach  are  superior 
to  those  taken  in  ponds,  in  size,  pluck,  and  flavour 
as  mdeed  are  all  other  fish.  They  delight  in  deep 
water,  and  well-shaded  holes  with  a  sandy  bottom 
In  summer  they  frequent  shallow  places,  hiding 
among  weeds.  About  September  the  weeds  rot 
and  they  retire  to  the  deeps,  and  then  commences 
the  roach  fisher's  harvest.  Some  %\riters  assert 
that  the  roach  continues  to  feed  on  the  weeds  after 
they  have  become  rotten.  This  is  an  error.  When 
the  weeds  get  sour,  the  roach  reject  them,  and 
then  it  IS  they  are  compelled  to  seek  other  food 
The  season  for  roach  fishing  in  the  Thames  begins 
about  the  end  of  August,  and  continues  much 
longer  than  it  is  pleasant,  except  to  thoroughbred 
anglers.  About  September  all  the  oldest  observers 
of  their  habits  agree  that  the  weeds  become  dis- 
agi-eeable  to  their  palate,  and  thev  leave  them. 
This  happens  sooner  or  later,  as  the  season  is  wet 
or  dry. 

"  The  growth  of  fish,"  says  Simeon,   "  under 
certain  circumstances,  is  much  promoted  by  their 
transfer  from  one  piece  of  water  to  another.    In  a 
pond,  the  roach  in  which  were  very  numerous, 
and  ran  generally  from  about  four  to  six  inches  in 
length,  a  friend  and  I  one  morning,  just  at  the  close 
of  the  hay  harvest,  throwing  a  worm  fly-fashion, 
and  drawing  it  in  very  slowly,  caught,  to  our  great 
surprise,  some  twenty  or  thirty,  weighing,  one  with 
another,  nearly,  or  quite,  a  pound  each.    We  were 
altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  could  have 
led  to  their  attaining  this  unusual  size,  until  we 
found  that  about  that  number,  which  had  been 
taken  out  of  .another  pond,  and  afterwards  for  some 
time  incarcerated  in  a  tank  m  the  stable-yard,  had 
been  turned  in  there.    The  change  from  'the  short 
commons,  on  which  they  had  been  kept  in  the 
tank,  to  the  more  liberal  fare  furnished  by  thefr 
new  quarters,  added  to  the  fact  that  the  pond,  from 
being  of  comparatively  recent  construction,  afforded 
an  extra  supply  of  food,  had  doubtless  been  the 
simple  causes  to  which  this  increase  in  their  growth 
was  attributable.    It  would  seem,  strange  to  say, 
that  we  that  day  caught  every  one  of  the  large  roach 
which  the  pond  contained.    At  least,  I  -believe  that 
never  since— and  that  must  be  now  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  ago— has  a  single  one  approaching 
their  size  been  taken  out  of  it." 
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{To  be  continued.) 


ACCLIMATISATION  OF  FISH. 

SALMONID.E  NOV^  ZEALANDI^. 
We  have  to  thank  Mr.  A.  J.  Rutherfurd,  Chair- 
man of  the  Wellington  (New  Zealand)  Acclunatisa- 
tion  Society,  for  sending  us  the  very  interesting 
paper  which  he  read  before  the  society  on  Dec.  3^ 
1900.  The  subjects  dealt  with  are  chiefly  a 
description  of  the  waters  into  which ,  salmon 'and 
trout  have  been  introduced  in  New  Zealand,  and 
the  results  likely  to  be  obtained  owing  to  the 
change  in  their  environment. 

I.  Ocean  Subkodndings. 
Situated  between  latitudes  34°  and  47°  S.,  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  about  one  thousand  miles  from  the 
main  Australian  Continent,  the  three  islands  of 
New  Zealand  form  an  exceedingly  interesting 
group,  with  imique  flora  and  fauna  of  their  own. 

They  lie  on  the  upper  edge  of  the  "  Roaring 
Forties,"  along  which  the  westerly  gales  forming 
the  northern  parts  of  circular  storms  that  extend 
into  the  Tasman  Sea  prevail,  so  usefril  to  east- 
ward-bound vessels. 


Generally  the  ocean  shelves  ofl'  into  deep  water 
close  to  the  coast,  so  that  the  conditions  are  widely 
diflerent  from  those  in  the  comparatively  shallow 
North  Sea,  and  approach  more  nearly  to'  those  of 
the  Pacific  Coasts  of  South  America. 

The  fish  frequenting  the  coasts  of  New  Zealand 
correspond  somewhat  \^•ith  those  found  in  similar 
latitudes  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  sav  between 
Portugal  and  Madeira,  and,  roughly,  dividing  the 
ocean  belts  into  tropical,  sub-tropical,  temperate, 
and  frigid  zones.  I  think  that  the  ocean  surround- 
ing New  Zealand  ma.\  be  classed  as  intermediate 
between  sub-tropical  and  temperate. 

Little  is  really  knowai  about  the  great  ocean 
currents  surrounding  these  islands,  but,  as  they 
have  a  distinct  bearing  on  the  question  under  dis- 
cussion, I  give  my  theories  for  what  they  are 
worth.  In  the  ever-restless  Pacific  there  is  always 
a  creep  north  of  the  waters  cooled  by  the  melting 
ice  of  the  Antarctic  circle,  which,  sinking  down, 
end  north  in  the  deeper  ocean.  Conversely, 
there  is  always  a  set  south  of  the  warm  water  from 
the  tropics,  mo\-ing  slowly  along  nearer  the  surface. 
Together  with  these  two  forces  there  is  a  gi-eat 
easterly  current  influenced  by  the  prevailmg 
westerly  gales,  which,  owing  to  the  contour  of 
New  Zealand,  is  deflected  towards  the  Chatham 
Islands. 

In  support  of  this  theory  I  may  mention  the 
following  interesting  fkcts,  supplied  to  me  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Chapman,  of  Dunedin  : — 

(1)  Telegraph  poles  washed  overboard  from  the 
s.s.  Hinemoa,  in  Foveanx  Straits,  were  some  five 
weeks  afterwards  found  at  the  Chatham  Islands. 

(2)  A  bucket  washed  overboard  from  the  ship 
New  York,  between  the  Snares  and  Auckland' 
Islands,  landed  at  the  Chathams  before  the  ship 
reached  England. 

(3)  Wreckage  from  the  Snares  (ship  Assaye) 
landed  on  the  Chathams,  and  supplied  the  in- 
habitants with  candles. 

(4)  A  supply  of  candles  was  washed  ashore  at 
the  Chathams  from  the  wreckage  of  the  ship 
LastingJiam,  wrecked  in  Cook  Strait. 

(5)  Ice,  seen  at  the  Chathams  a  few  years  ago, 
was  pre\-iously  unknown  to  the  Maoris,  who  have 
probably  only  been  living  on  the  islands  sixty  or 
seventy  years. 

Ice  is  seldom  found  so  far  north  as  the  Auckland 
Islands,  but  it  reaches  into  the  Australian  Bight, 
and  A-ery  rarely  up  towards  the  Chathams.  In 
other  words,  the  ice  line  sweeps  south  to  clear 
New  Zealand. 

South  of  New  Zealand  and  Foveaux  Straits  used 
to  be  the  finest  whaling  ground  in  the  South 
Pacific,  and  now  there  is  abundance  of  the  small 
Crustacea,  known  as  A\'hale-feed,  in  these  waters, 
probably  excellent  food  for  salmon  and  .sea- 
trout. 

My  theory  is  that  the  cold  Antarctic  current  is 
forced  upwards  as  it  strikes  the  shallow  water  in 
the  south,  and,  working  up  the  coast,  seems  to 
baffle  between  Otago  Heads  and  Cook  Strait  with 
tlie  warm,  tropical  current  which  washes  the 
northern  end  of  New  Zealand,  and  works  south 
into  Cook  Strait. 

The  usual  meeting  place  is  probably  somewhere 
about  Banks  Peninsula,  but,  after  a  prevalence  of 
southerly  weather,  fish  frequenting  the  colder 
waters  are  found  as  far  north  as  Cook  Strait. 

It  may  be  that  the  meeting  place  of  these  ocean 
currents  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  fogs 
so  prevalent  about  Banks  Peninsula,  and,  after 
southerly  weather,  in  Cook  Strait. 

So  little  is  really  known  about  these  great  ocean 
currents  that  I  partly-  base  my  theories  upon 
observation  of  the  ^-arious  kinds  of  fish  fr-equenting 
the  coast.  The  migrations  of  the  Kanre,  or  grey 
mullet,  indicate  the  extreme  limit  of  the  warmer 
current,  whilst  the  flying  fish,  common  enough  in 
the  Hauraki  Gulf  and  Bay  of  Plenty,  follow  the 
flow  of  warmer  water.  The  prevalence  of  mangro\  e 
vegetation  in  the  estuaries  in  the  northern  parts  of 
the  Auckland  Provincial  District  shows  that  the 
seaboard  is  directly  influenced: by  the  warm  cinrent 
which  no  doubt  carried  the  floating  seeds  of  this 
plant  to  the  coast  of  New  Zealand. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  FLOATING  hotel  for  the  use  of  anglers  is  an 
American  idea.  There  is  one  on  the  Florida  coast 
which  is  moved  about  from  place  to  place  wherever 
the  best  fishing  happens  to  be. 
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Proyi&eial  Ilotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Vrom  the  present  outlook  there  seems  little  chance 
of  much  coarse  fishing  being  done  on  any  of  our  local 
rivers,  as  they  are  bank  high,  and  in  some  of  the  low- 
lying  districts  they  are  out  over  the  meadows.  The 
water  is  very  much  discoloured,  and  there  is  little 
possible  chance  of  them  getting  anything  like  into 
condition  previous  to  the  15th  inst.  Pool  fishing 
is  also  very  much  off,  owing  to  the  recent  heavy 
rains,  so  the  coarse  fishermen  will  have  to  put 
their  tackle  on  one  side  until  June  15  next,  when 
I  hope  that  the  season  may  give  cause  for  no  complaint. 
So  far  as  this  year  is  concerned,  the  season  has 
been  a  blank,  dismal  failure,  but  let  us  hope  for  a 
good  back-end  season  which  will  make  amends  for  all. 
Several  contests  were  fished  in  our  local  canals  on 
Sunday  last,  which  also  were  miserable  failures ;  two 
were  fished  in  the  canal  at  Droitwich,  but  not  one  of 
the  contestants  was  able  to  take  a  fish  to  weigh 
in.  This  speaks  bad  for  this  canal  and  other 
contests  which  are  to  take  place  on  Sunday 
next,  as  at  the  present  time  it  is  not  worth 
fi.shing.  The  Lamp  Society  have  a  contest  here  on 
Sunday  next,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  they 
will  get  on  ;  but,  from  what  I  know,  the  referee,  Mr. 
Brampton,  will  have  a  very  easy  task  before  him. 
The  Cromwell's  Head  Society  fished  a  contest  in  the 
canal  at  Kingsbury  on  Sunday  last,  the  conditions 
being  that  all  fish  should  weigh  in.  The  first  prize 
winner  caught  a  ruff  of  Ifoz.  Messrs.  Warner  and 
Smith  caught  one  fish  each  after  four  hours'  fishing 
at  the  same  place,  this  showing  that  the  fish  were 
very  much  off  the  feed.  Matters  were  very  much 
the  same  on  the  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals. — The 
Midland  Piscatorial  Society  are  placing  a  large 
quantity  of  roach  and  perch  in  their  private  portion 
of  the  river  Trent  at  Alrewas,  which  is  one  of  the 
very  best  parts  of  the  river  near  to  Birmingham. 
Their  example  should  be  followed  by  other  clubs  that 
rent  private  waters.  The  Bromsgrove  Club  have  put  a 
quantity  of  rainbow  trout  in  one  of  their  pools  at 
Chadwiek,  which  will  not  be  fished  this  season. 
This  will  i)ring  about  better  sport  next  year. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

We  have  had  several  heavy  rainstorms  in  the  Fen 
District  since  last  week's  notes  were  despatched,  and 
although  the  waters  have  been  discoloured  in  con- 
sequence, angling  has  not  seriously  been  interfered 
with.  Pike  fishing  continues  to  be  followed  with 
marked  success.  From  all  the  lengths  of  the  Witham 
between  Kirkstead  and  Boston  come  reports  of  a  very 
satisfactory  character.  Sopae  anglers,  who  have  been 
out,  have  caught  considerably  more  pike  than  they 
could  comfortably  carry  home.  As  an  instance  of 
this,  one  sportsman  killed  five  and  a  half  brace  with 
live  bait,  weighing  Just  over  561b.,  and  included  in 
which  was  a  beauty  of  ll^lb. — The  Forty-foot  has  also 
yielded  some  weighty  fish,  one  angler  getting  a  very 
good  bag  in  the  Donington  District,  including  a 
nice  specimen  weighing  91b. — The  success  which  has 
attended  the  effoi'ts  of  roach  fishermen  on  the  Bain 
has  been  really  remarkable,  and  quite  a  host  of 
visitors  have  been  at  work  on  this  stream,  which  has 
fished  very  uniformly  all  through  the  winter.  Both 
the  swimming  and  stretting  methods  have  been 
responsible  for  weighty  baskets.  The  maggot  has 
proved  a  very  seductive  bait,  and  stones  of  fish  have 
been  killed  by  its  employment.  As  a  rule,  too,  the 
fish  have  run  to  a  good  size,  many  specimens  being 
captured  which  turned  the  scale  at  IJlb.  Paste  has 
also  accounted  for  some  fish,  but  the  maggot  has 
proved  by  far  and  away  the  best  killer. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  at  times  during  the  past 
week  has  been  anything  but  pleasant  for  angling 
operations,  yet  some  very  fair  catches  of  fish  have 
been  made  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull 
and  the  Driffield  Canal,  especially  in  the  Wans- 
ford  district  of  the  latter,  and  above  Hempholme 
and  Emmotland  ou  th3  former.  Amongst  the  best 
catches  shown  at  the  various  clubhouses  iu  the 
city,  IMr.  Arthur  ]Marsliall,  of  the  Central  Hull 
Angling  Association,  was  to  the  fore  with  a  splendid 
samx^le  of  roach  from  above  Hempholme,  five  of  the 
fish  scaling  over  lib.  each,  his  heaviest  weighing 
lib.  6f  oz.  _  Mr.  G.  Turner,  a  member  of  the  Hull 
Preservation  Society,  also  had,  amongst  other  fish,  a 
roach  of  lib.  5|oz.,  and  Mr.  Fred  Matthews,  of  the 
same  society,  one  of  lib.  4j3z.  ;  and  several  other 
anglers  had  fish  of  lib.  each.  A  few  nice  fish  were  also 
shown  from  the  tidal  waters  at  Wilfholme,  Leven  Lock, 
Pulfin,  and  Arram,  and  even  as  low  down  as  Wawae 
fish  up  to  15Joz.  each  have  been  taken,  paste  being  the 
chief  lure  ;  but  this  week,  owing  to  heavj'  tides  and 
occasional  heavy  showers  of  rain  and  sleet,  the  tidal 
waters  are  much  flooded,  but  should  fine  down  some- 


what by  end  of  the  week  ;  and  as  the  neap  tides  occur 
during  thc  coming  week,  fish  should  be  plentiful  iu 
these  lower  waters.  The  lower  waters  of  the  Kiver 
Derwent  at  Stamford  Bridge,  Sutton,  and  Wressle, 
have  also  been  much  flooded,  and  overflown  the 
banks  in  places,  but  are  not  of  a  bad  colour  for 
roach  fishing  should  the  weather  become  more  settled, 
and  the  waters  will  no  doubt  subside  a  little  by 
Monday. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  seventh  annual-  report  of  the  St.  Helens  Anglers 
is  a  very  satisfactory  one.  Starting  with  an  adverse 
balance  they  finish  with  a  balance  in  hand.  Not  a 
penny  of  expenses  appears,  with  the  exception  of 
printing  and  postages,  for  management  expenses. 
All  the  funds  are  devoted  to  enjoying  angling  in 
its  very  best  phases  as  understood  by  true  sports- 
men. A  report  from  the  Bollin  saj's  :  "  Last 
week-end  the  weather  was  wretched,  and  very 
few  rods  were  out.  Nothing  doing  beyond 
a  few  small  roach  and  chub.  River  now  bank  high." 
From  Warrington,  beyond  the  usual  report  of  progress 
in  the  premier  association,  there  is  very  little  to  report. 
Upwards  of  thirty  new  members  have  joined  within  the 
last  few  days.  Last  week-end  the  inclement  weather 
put  a  stop  to  all  angling,  and  only  a  few  ventured 
to  try.  Mr.  W.  Wood's  catch  of  roach  in  the  Dee  is  a 
very  pleasing  item.  Ten  roach  over  lib.,  heaviest  Iflb., 
one  dav,  and  six  roach  over  lib.  on  another  day,  together 
with  many  others  of  smaller  weights,  is  a  satisfactory 
report  at  any  time,  but  more  especially  just  now.  The 
Tyldesley  and  District  Angling  Association  and  the 
Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  were  both  out 
fishing  in  the  Worsley  Canal  fishery  on  Saturday  last, 
but  up  to  post-time  no  reports  had  arrived.  Under 
the  circumstances  perhaps  they  did  not  do  well,  so  a 
veil  must  be  placed  over  both  items.  The  Lancashire 
and  Western  Counties  Sea  Fisheries  Board  announce 
for  a  short  period  they  will  exhibit  at  Peel  a  few 
specimens  illustrating  the  scientific  and  administrative 
departments  of  their  work.  Only  a  limited  time  can 
be  allotted  to  this  exhibition,  as  the  room  will  shortly 
be  required  for  other  purposes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  way  of  helping  us  over  tha  dull  season,  caused 
by  close  time  for  coarse  fish,  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  have  sent  our  city  rods  an  invitation  to 
pay  them  a  friendly  visit  on  March  23.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  has  the  event  in 
hand,  and  has  arranged  that  the  party  shall  leave  the 
Central  Station  C.L.C.  by  the  2.30  train.  Those 
intending  to  inspect  the  hatchery  and  rearing  ponds 
at  Warrington  should  notify  their  intention  to 
the  W.C.F.,  and  then  proceed  by  train  as  above. 
To  anyone  at  all  curious  as  to  the  kind  of  stock  this 
body  of  anglers  turn  into  the  Bollin  and  other  waters 
this  visit  will  no  doubt  be  of  peculiar  interest.  The 
officials  at  Warrington  will  supply  a  staff  of  their 
members  and  friends  to  show  Manchester  fishermen 
every  attention.  The  Sun  Angling  Society  announce 
that  they  have  decided  to  close  their  private  waters  on 
March  14  until  June  16,  with  the  exception  of  Whitsun- . 
tide,  our  annual  popular  holiday.  They  are  noted  for  an 
important  meeting  on  INIarch  18,  and  plead  for  a  good 
muster.  No  report  is  to  hand  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling 
Society's  match  arranged  for  last  Saturday,  but  news 
to  hand  states  that  they  had  a  nice  lot  of  fish  arrive 
for  their  private  waters  at  Rhodes.  Another  club 
busy  with  their  stocking  operations  was  the  King- 
fishers, who  received  for  their  Molyneaux  waters  a 
magnificent  lot.  The  Sale  Angling  Society  were 
also  the  recipients  of  some  fine  stock  fish  on 
Saturday  last.  Amongst  the  three  hundred  were 
many  over  8oz.,  and  only  four  died  in  transit, 
a  good'  result  after  a  journey  from  Lincolnshire. 
March  22  is  the  date  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  of  Management.  Any 
member  wishing  to  bring  before  the  Board  any  item 
for  their  consideration,  should  send  the  same  ad- 
dressed to  the  chairman,  at  the  Spread  Eagle 
Hotel.  Two  of  our  favourite  resorts,  Dogdyke  and 
Llanymynech,  are  not  likely  to  afford  us  much  sport  in 
the  remaining  days  of  the  closing  coarse  fishing  season. 
Perhaps  after  a  further  period  of  three  months'  in- 
activity we  may  better  enjoy  a  visit  to  these  places. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  with  the  pike  has  been  fair  during  the  last 
few  days.  On  Feb.  28,  three  local  anglers,  fishing  on 
private  water,  caught  1561b.  of  pike,  largest  fish  191b., 
151b.  and  141b.  respectively.  On  the  same  day  the 
Norwich  Angling  Club,  fishing  a  match  on  a  private 
broad,  had  also  very  fair  sport.  Nine  members 
fished,  and  the  total  catch  was  twenty-five  fish 
weighing  1251b.,  best  fish  lO^lb.  The  first  prize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  Burrage  and  the  second  prize  by 
Mr.  A.  Bush.  On  Monday,  another  gentleman  took 
five  fish,  largest  121b.,  on"  a  piece  of  private  water. 
The  waters  are  not  in  such  good  condition  now 
again  owing  to  the  wind,  which,  by  beating  the  water 
against  the  banks,  stirs  the  mud  up  on  the  shallow 
"  margins   of  the   broads.     The  heavy  rains  of  the 


last  week  have  also  tended  to  discolour  the  water. 
The  annual  general  mooting  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Society  was  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  ou 
Monday  evening,  March  4.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
]\Tr.  J.  B.  Pearce.  The  committee's  report  will  appear 
in  our  next  issue. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  milder  weather  we  have  quite  recently  been 
experiencing  and  the  near  approach  of  the  close 
season  have  caused  local  anglers  to  attend  their 
favourite  waters  in  very  fair  numbers.  Those 
who  were  thus  so  fortunate  found  capital  sport, 
this  being  more  particularly  the  case  at 
Coningsby,  down  Tattersall  way.  Anglers  here 
were  very  busy  among  the  roach,  and  grassed 
some  very  good  fish.  One  basket  totalled  up  to  801b., 
another  "ran  it  close,  and  catches  of  101b.  and  121b. 
were  plentiful.  Some  of  the  fish  would  run  to 
about  lib.  each,  but  the  average  would  be  5oz. 
to  Ooz.  Maggots  and  paste  were  used.  There 
has  been  some  capital  pike  fishing  iu  private  waters 
in  and  about  the  Dukeries,  and  anglers  fond  of  this 
sport  are  putting  iu  as  much  time  as  possible.  Next 
week  the  season's  close  will  be  signalised  by  a  monster 
trip,  and,  weather  permitting,  there  will  be  crowds 
to  visit  the  Lincoln  and  Boston  districts,  Wisbech, 
Tydd,  March,  etc.  The  season  cannot  be  fairly  called 
a  good  one,  the  weather  and  flooded  waters  having 
spoiled  sport  on  many  occasions.  Plenty  of  fish  have 
been  found,  and  there  is  no  fear  about  the  waters 
being  in  any  way  depleted.  The  winter  has  been  about 
the  worst  known  for  a  very  long  time  for  grayling. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  rough  time  of  it  this  week.  Wind 
blowing  a  perfect  hurricane,  and  very  heavy  fall  of 
rain.  The  brooks  are  full,  the  rivers  are  near  over- 
flowing their  banks,  and  angling  out  of  the  question, 
and  there  is  little  prospect  of  the  coarse  fisherman 
having  any  sport  before  the  close  season  commences. 
It  will  prevent  trout  being  taken  for  a  time,  and 
give  them  a  chance  of  getting  in  better  condition. 
The  only  sport  indulged  in  in  this  neighbourhood 
during  the  week  has  been  pike  fishing  in  private 
water,  a  limited  number  of  which  were  taken, 
but  they  were  far  advanced  in  spawn.  Meet- 
ings and  dinners  have  been  held  at  the  head- 
quarters of  several  clubs,  and  the  necessity  of  protect- 
ing the  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season  strongly 
advocated.  The  District  Angling  Association  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  get  the  law  enforced.  The 
Tewkesbury  Popular  Angling  Association  held  their 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Plough  Hotel,  the  president,  L.  Jones, 
Esq.,  occupying  the  chair,  supported  by  the  IMayor, 
T.  W.  ]\Ioore,  J. P.,  and  other  notables  of  the  district, 
and  a  large  number  of  members  were  present.  The 
catering  of  host  Fouracre  was  excellent,  and  gave 
every  satisfaction.  The  loyal  toasts  were  given 
and  enthusiastically  received,  and  Mr.  R.  Willis 
in  a  happy  manner  proposed  the  toast  of 
the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Tewkesbury  Popular 
Angling  Association,"  coupling  with  it  the  names  of  the 
worthy  president  and  excellent  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
Fouracre,  both  of  which  replied,  and  from  the  latter 
it  was  found  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition 
and  making  steady  progress.  The  president  then  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  was  fairly  good  all-round  sport  last  week,  at 
the  close  of  which  the  prospects  appeared  to  be  brighten- 
ing. They  proved  deceptive,  however,  and  this  week 
opened  with  conditions  the  reverse  of  encouraging. 
Rivers  were  running  high,  and  the  waters  were 
much  discoloured— a  state  of  things  which  has  not 
improved  up  to  the  time  of  penning  these  notes. 
Indeed,  the  high  winds  have  aggravated  matters.  It 
is  consolatory  to  know  that  all  the  snow  upon  the 
hills  has  melted,  and  therefore  the  streams  will  have 
a  better  chance  of  settling  down.  Trout  prospects  are 
good,  on  the  whole,  for  the  approaching  season,  and 
meanwhile  anglers  are  turning  their  thoughts  to 
the  fly  lists.  During  the  early  days  of  the  season 
the  following  flies  may  be  tried  with  every  hope  of 
success  :  Yellow  Partridge,  Dark  Woodcock  (for  stormy 
weather).  Light  Woodcock,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange, 
Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Snipe  Bloa.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  Yorkshire  boasts  of  some  twelve 
thousand  trout  fishers,  the  revenue  from  whom  re- 
ceived by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  amounts  to 
£560  per  annum.  But  the  trout  anglers  regard  the 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  fish  presented 
by  the  Board  as  very  insignificant,  costing  as  they  do 
£26  at  the  outside,  "which  they  think  is  a  poor  return 
for  the  £560.  The  York  and  District  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  will  hold  their  adjourned  annual  meeting 
ou  March  12,  when  will  be  considered  a  resolution  to 
cancel  any  bye-law  or  rule  which  forbids  the  use  of 
part  of  the  funds  as  fishing  prizes.  Such  a  decision, 
some  think,  will  pave  the  way  to  the  ruin  of  the 
Amalgamation. 
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ilofes  fvomjpe  Wovtf). 

Hkaw  weights  are  apparently  to  be  the  leading 
characteristic  of  the  Dee  this  spring.  The  normal 
average  Dee  salmon  of  the  first  run  is  between  GAlb 
and  ,1b  Already  the  average  is  over  81b.,  and  within 
the  past  two  weeks  one  of  281b.,  one  of  27Jtlb  two  of 
251b.  and  one  of  221b.  have  been  creeled  between 
Banchory  and  Ballater. 

The  rivers  and  streams  have  been  in  tearing  flood 
since  the  end  of  the  week,  and  altogether  too  big  and 
black  for  good  angling.  However,  fish  have  been 
running  free  y,  and  a  fresh  impulse  will  be  given  to 
sport  on  the  lower  waters. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

The  Dee  and  Donside  Association  is  financially  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  has  a  balance  of  £35  odd 

tfe  27ttin:f ^'^'^'^^  ^^^^'^ 


There  is  likely  to  be  more  water  than  is  necessary 
for  good  sport  for  a  week  or  so,  but  it  will  soon  run  off 
and  the  chances  are  the  s*eason  will  be  one  of  smali 
waters  unless  there  be  all  the  more  rain. 


Mr.  Merryn  King  had  seventeen  fish  to  his  own 
^^^icTstled'sTb.'"^ 

Special  Scotch. 


Mr.  Brown  netted  a  beauty  of  a  31^1b.  cock  fish  on 
Monday  morning  at  the  Old  Bridge  of  Dee  Station 
It  was  a  specimen  of  a  salmon,  and  with  another  half 
mile  or  so  into  the  river  and  it  would  have  had  run 
the  gauntlet,  and  been  sport  to  some  lucky  angler 


PISCATOKIAL  SOCIETY. 


Finnocks  are  now  being  got  freely  on  the  Don-the 
first  since  the  season  opened— and  fairly  good  baskets 
are  the  order  of  the  day.  Pretty  large  flies  and  the 
sand-eel  tubes  are  the  killing  lures. 

Little  has  been  done  on  the  Deveron  since  the 
season  opened,  but  once  the  present  "floods  subside 
sport  will  be  rife  right  on  through  the  spring  The 
Huntly  anglers  do  not  get  on  to  their  nominally  free 
water  till  April  1. 


111  giving  a  list  of  the  most  successful  lures  last 
week  Carswell  should  have  been  "  Kelsall  "  in  the  list 
of  salmon  flies. 


\V .  I .  Campbell,  the  famous  Donside  gillie,  is  again 
to  the  front  on  the  Dee  this  season,  and  is  in  attendance 
on  Miss  Ehodes  at  Dinnet,  who  promises  to  prove 
champion  lady  angler  on  the  Dee. 


Mr.  Deverell,  of  London,  last  year  had  the  top  score 
to  his  ovvn  rod  of  fifteen  spring  fish  in  one  day  on  the 

f  oo,?®f  J^^*"'  tbisyear  he  has  the  top  weight 
of  a  281b.  fish.  .  ° 


Salmon  fishing  experiences  were  the  orders  of  the 
'  r  hJir  v""?'^'  "''"''I'iS-  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  in  the 
I  chair,  lirst  came  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  who  narrated 
I  how  he  killed  his  first  salmon  on  the  Dee  at  Aberdeen 
I  "  'Tu"  °^  in  weight,  and  the  fly 

ToVJ^'^',7'',''"\  R-  Bradford  told  'I 

stoiy  of  bad  luck.    He  hooked  two  fish,  one  a  rare  big 
fellow,  but  both  unfortunately  came  unstuck.  Lastly 
the  chairman  himself  gave  an  account  of  his  capture 
of  an  81b  fish  on  the  same  water.    A  telegram  was 
received  from  Mr.  H.  Harden,  who  had  gone\p  north 
later,  announcing  that  he  had  killed  a  brace  of  salmon 
one  going  201b.  and  the  other  81b.    The  first  fish  was 
clean  run,  and  had  lice  on  it.    The  fly  taken  was  the 
Ackroyd.    Mr  J.  W  Zaehnsdorf,  Dr.'patterson,  and 
Mr.  Geo  Smith  said  they  had  been  out  several  days 
pnncipally  after  pike,  but  had  had  the  worst  of  sport 
Mr    Smith  had    indeed,   had  six  blank  days  at 
L  xbridge,  and  other  members  had  fared  no  better  on 
that  water,  fish  of  all  kinds  still  refusing  to  feed  Mr 
t  letcher  took  some  roach  at  Marlow. 

A  large  number  of  names  have  been  received  for  the 
dinner  on  Monday  next.  An  unusually  good  musical 
programme  had  been  arranged  for,  and  as  Mr  J  W 
Zaehnsdorf  has  undertaken  to  get  up  the  menu,  toast 
list,  etc.,  something  of  exceptional  merit  from  an 
artistic  point  of  view  may  be  looked  for  in  this 

M.  a.  E.  DE  C 


previously  announced,  the  annual  dinner  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday  next,  jn  the  Warwick  Room  at  the  Man 
Chester  Hotel,  when  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.,  will  preside" 
The  Guildhall  Glee  Singers  have  been  e^d  and 
■vv.th  other  Items  there  is  every  promise  of^an  enioy 

J .  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 
BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

soApt^Lw'^^r.^  T^^y  """"""^g  °f  members  of  the 
society  held  at  he  Restaurant  Prascati,  Oxford-street, 
W.,  Ml.  J.  S.  Churchward  m  the  chair,  the  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed 

The  hon.  sec.  read  a  report  from  the  society's  agent 
at  Penzance,  and  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr  A  T 
Girdler  in  regard  to  Selsey  Bill ;  fuller  information  is 

thTlietbers  ' 

Th(f  hon.  sec.  announced  that  a  model  of  a  sea  rod 
embodying  a  few  ideas  of  his  own,  would  be  on  view  at 
Messrs  Carter  and  Co.'s  stand  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  Mr.  Bates  also 
announced  that  his  improved  multiplying  reel  would 
be  on  view  at  the  same  stand. 

The  hon.  sec.  also  made  the  following  announce- 
S^'^S^T;*  .  i  °^  Wednesday  next,  March  13,  at  8  p  m 

■■  ^^^1°  ^'11  ^'ead  his  paper  on  "  Some  Remarks 
upon  Fishing  m  Estuaries  "  ;  that  the  society's  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  in  the  Banqueting  Hall 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  March  20  at  "7 
p.m.  when  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  has  kindly  consented 
to  take  the  chair. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  the 
usual  toast,  "  The  Society,"  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  See. 


Fish  are  now  being  got  right  up  into  the  reaches  of 
the  Dee  at  Braemar,  and  the  first  fish  of  the  season 
was  killed  there  on  Saturday  last  by  Colonel  Blackett 
scaling  101b.  ' 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


COUNTY  PALATINK  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  announcement  that  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  to 
open  the  Glasgow  Exhibition  in  place  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  has  given  the  liveliest  gratification  to  her 
Decside,  Banff  and  Macduff  tenants  and  friends 
among  whom  she  is  justly  popular. 

If  sport  has  been  poor  on  some  of  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Dee  since  the  opening,  it  has  been  otherwise 
on  other  reaches  only  a  few  miles  apart.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  beat  Mr.  Davidson  and  Captain  Gaskell  had 
forty-eight  fish  between  them  in  seven  days'  an"lin<r 
Truly  the  world  (of  angling)  is  badlv  divided  " 


It  was  found  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  Mr 
James  Tayler  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting  that 
very  few  members  had  ventured  out  during  the  recent 
inclement  weather  to  find  sport  by  an^lma  Mr 
]\Iarshall  and  two  other  members  of  the  "society 
visited  Kelvedon  on  a  very  cold,  windy  day,  and  were 
only  rewarded  with  a  few  roach  and  perch  Mr 
Beamont  was  more  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  another 
day,  and  succeeded  in  taking  a  nice  lot  of  roach  from 
Kelvedon,  up  to  fib.  each,  and  lost  an  unusually  fine 
specimen.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had  three  pike  from 
Cambridgeshire,  and  a  dace  weighing  150Z  Two 
members  reported  having  visited  the  society's  water 
at  Chesham,  and  the  trout  there  are  doma  well  As 


The  annual  dinner,  which  took  place  on  Feb  28  was 
a  great  success,  being  attended  by  one  hundred '  and 
forty  members  and  friends.  The  arrangements  made 
by  our  host,  Mr.  Prax,  were  excellent,  and  after  a 
good  dinner,  the  company,  under  the  able  chairman- 
ship of  our  president,  Mr.  J.  H.  Chadwick,  proceeded 
to  enjoy  themselves  in  the  usual  manner.  Among  the 
toasts  given,  that  of  "  Success  to  the  County  Palatine 
Anglers  Association  "  was  moved  by  one  of  our  best 
friends,  Mr.  J.  Abbott,  supported  by  Mr.  E.  Tate 
A  good  selection  of  songs  was  rendered  by  Messrs' 
Wilson,  Jones,  Oswald,  and  Wood,  all  of  which  were 
well  received,  the  humorous  contributions  of  the  two 
last-named  especially  so.  Mr.  Richardson  ably  accom- 
panied the  singers  at  the  piano.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  concluded  a  most  enjoyable  event 
which  did  not  break  up  until  a  late  hour.  Ad- 
ditional clubs  continue  to  be  enrolled,  the  latest 
acquisitions  being  the  Wrigley  Head  Angling  Society 
Failswortli,  the  Old  Trafford  Anglino-  Society' 
Manchester,  and  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society 


THE  PRINCESS. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(LATE  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C.) 
INVENTORS.  ACTUAL  MAKERS. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


THE  FREKE  BAG. 


)  ^'  Green  Street/Leicester  Sq.,  W.C, 

(NEAR  CHARING  CROSS) 

LADIES^  AND  GENTLEMEN  S  TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS 

"  Have  been  adopted  permanently  by  m.nv  of  tl^ t^ieS'x^^iCJ^S^^ig^^^'^^Sw  ^^'^^ 
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Ashton-under-LjTie.  Our  Irlam  water  bailiff  reports 
that  some  good  fish  are  being  taken,  the  largest  of 
which  last  week-end  were  two  roach  of  lib.  2oz.  and 
1-lJoz.,  caught  by  ]\Lr.  J.  Harrison,  jun.,  and  one  of 
our  Latchford  members  respectively.  The  usual 
delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  Jlarch 
14,  the  business  being  of  an  interesting  character, 
including  the  presentation  of  an  illuminated  address 
to  our  ex-president,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hampton.  A  good 
attendance  is  expected. 

Tom  Deivee,  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


Lea  Competition. 
Since  my  last  report  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  following  prizes  have  been  offered  :  Izaak 
Walton,  a  prize  value  10s.  Gd. ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
per  Peckham  Brothers,  silver  cigar  case  ;  Limehouse 
Piscatorials,  value  lOs.  6d. ;  ]Mr.  Lewis,  Lord  Nelson, 
Lever-street,  St.  Luke's,  10s.  6d. ;  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co.,  a  prize;  Mr.  Pitt,  Railway  Tavern,  St.  Mar- 
garet's, two  prizes  ;  Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  a  winch  ;  Messrs. 
Peek  and  Son,  a  winch.  In  my  report  last  week  a  silver 
brooch  from  the  Park  Angling  Society,  should  read, 
Mr.  H.  Gates,  Secretary,  Park  Angling  Society,  a 
silver  brooch.  Will  all  the  committee  please  attend 
next  meeting  to  make  final  arrangements. 

S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


"  BIBLIOTHECA  PISCATORIA  " 
SUPPLEMENT. 


The  excellent  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria,"  compiled  by 
Westwood  and  Satchell,  and  published  in  1883,  gave 
a  very  full  list  of 'publications  relating  to  fish,  fishing, 
and  fisheries  to  that  date.  During  the  seventeen 
years  that  have  intervened  a  great  many  new  books 
have  been  added,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  has  now 
earned  our  gratitude  by  publishing  a  supplement, 
bringing  the  catalogue  to  the  end  of  last  year.  The 
original  work  was  so  thoroughly  done  by  Mr.  Satchell 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Westwood,  that  there  was  little 
gleaning  to  be  done  in  the  field  in  which  they  laboured  ; 
but  Mr.  Marston  has  been  enabled  to  include  a  few 
works  that  had  been  omitted  in  the  original  book. 
The  supplement,  which  is  published  at  a  shilling  by 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  is  interleaved, 
and  a  note  invites  collectors  of  angling  books  and 
others  to  send  in  corrections  or  notes  of  omission  for 
use  in  future  editions. — Field,  March  2,  1901. 


FLSH    CULTURE  AT  THE  CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 


HOLLOWAY  S  PILLS.  Good  Spirits.  Every  one  lias  fre- 
i|nently  experienced  sudden  personal  changes  from  gaiety  to 
gloom.  The  wind  ami  weather  oftentimes  receive  the  blame  when 
a  faulty  digestion  is  alone  the  cause  of  the  depression.  Hollo- 
way's  Pills  can  he  honestly  lecommended  for  regulating  a 
disordered  stomach  and  improving  digestion.  They  entirely 
remove  the  sense  of  fulness  and  oppression  after  eating.  They 
clear  the  furred  tongue,  and  act  as  a  wholesome  stimulant  to 
the  liver,  and  a  gentle  aperient  to  the  bowels.  They  healthfully 
rouse  both  body  and  mind.  HoUoway's  Pills  are  tlie  best  anti- 
"lotes  for  want  of  appetite,  nausea,  flatulency,  heartburn, 
languor,  depression,  and  that  apathy  so  characteristic  of  chronic 
derangement  of  the  digestion. 


On  Thursday,  Feb.  28,  whilst  angling  for  pike  in  the 
Avon,  near  Coventry,  the  Rev.  Canon  Blyth,  D.D., 
caught,  in  a  narrow  but  rather  deep  part  of  the  river, 
a  female  pike  weighing  lO^lb.  Almost  immediately 
afterwards,  with  another  live  bait  of  the  same  size  and 
kind  (a  dace  weighing  about  Goz.),  he  captured  a  very 
fine  male  Loch  Leven  trout  weighing  5^1b.  The  trout 
which  had  "pouched"  the  dace,  notwithstanding  its 
size,  in  little  more  than  a  minute,  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  known  to  have  been  ever  caught  in  the  Avon. 


"Deal  is  suffering  from  a  plague  of  rats,  and  the 
corporation  have  been  memorialised  on  the  matter. 
The  headquarters  of  the  rodents  are  believed  to  be  the 
refuse  deposit  field.  The  corporation,  while  denying 
liability  for  damages,  have  employed  ratcatchers,  who 
have  accounted  for  some  eight  hundred  rats." 
To  those  at  Deal  I  now  appeal 

To  tell  about  the  sprats. 
'Twould  now  appear— this  present  year — 
The  answer  is  "  Oh  Rats  1  " 


A  Beighton  correspondent  ("  Semper  Vigilans ") 
writes  me  :  "  The  wreck  of  the  s.s.  Indiana  off 
Worthing  last  Friday,  laden  with  cases  of  oranges, 
lemons,  etc.,  gave  me  a  novel  fishing  experience  on 
Monday  last.  Espying  a  case  of  oranges  floating  in 
the  surf  near  the  end  of  one  of  the  stone  groynes — I 
seized  my  old  pike  rod,  and  with  a  bullet  and  two 
large  salmon  hooks,  hurried  to  the  beach  ;  at  the 
second  cast  I  secured  the  prize,  which  I  played  for  ten 
minutes  or  so  under  great  difficulties,  and  eventually 
brought  it  to  the  beach,  where  it  was  grappled  by 
some  longshoremen.  (I  lost  half  my  line  and  tackle 
by  the  final  roll  over  of  the  case)." 


Many  anglers  will  doubtless  wend  their  way  to 
Westminster  during  the  next  four  weeks,  during  which 
period  the  tenth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  be 
open  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  The  display  will  be  an 
interesting  one,  and  the  entertainers  will  be  of  a  very 
attractive  character.  From  Monday  next  Permane's 
bears  will  be  introduced  into  the  programme.  Not 
only  do  these  intelligent  animals  dance,  ride  on  ponies, 
eat  and  sup  at  table,  but  one  actually  performs  on  a 
trapeze.  The  funeral  of  the  late  Queen,  and  the  King 
and  Queen  proceeding  to  Parliament  are  still  shown 
by  the  bioscope. 


Mr.  a.  Scaed,  of  the  Old  Ferryboat  Fishery, 
Holywell,  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  captured  in  the  Ouse,  on 
March  3,  a  perch  of  31b.  8oz.  He  has  taken  twenty 
perch  this  season,  all  over  21b.,  amongst  them  being 
one  of  21b.  12oz.  and  one  of  31b.  4oz.  The  last  day  for 
pike  and  perch  fishing  on  the  Ferryboat  water  (this 
season)  will  be  Thursday,  March  14. 


The  good  old  T.A.P.S.  have  made  all  arrangements 
for  a  netting  of  some  private  ponds  at  Feltham,  at 
which  it  is  anticipated  several  hundreds  of  good  carp 
will  be  taken  and  put  into  the  Thames  in  the  district 
of  Laleham,  this  will  be  the  first  opportunity  their 
new  river  keepers,  Messrs.Jlyre  and  Moffatt,  will  have 
of  displaying  their  ability  to  pose  as  netsmen.  I  hope 
next  week  to  be  able  to  intimate  the  result  of  their 
operations. 


Anglees  and  visitors  by  the  '•  Eldridge  "  excursions 
to  Pulborough  have  lost  a  generous  and  attentive  host 
by  the  decease  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson,  which  took  pdacc 
at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough,  on  March  2,  the 
Central  Association  will  miss  his  genial  face  and  ever 
ready  help,  he  having  for  many  years  been  honorary 
bailiff  to  the  association,  and  on  Monday  at  the 
delegate  meeting  a  vote  of  condolence  and  sincere 
sympathy  with  the  widow  was  agreed  to,  the  secretary 
being  directed  to  write  to  this  effect,  and  also,  if  able, 
to  find  particulars  of  interment  to  have  a  wreath  sent 
in  the  name  of  the  Central. 


The  book-canvassor  held  the  door  open  with  his 
foot  while  he  deftly  fluttered  the  leaves  of  his  book. 
"Tell  you  I  can't  read,  so  it's  no  use  tryin'  to  sell  me 
books."  "  But  your  dear  children,  my  dear  madam." 
"  Ain't  got  any.  Tell  you  I'm  livin'  here  without  a 
livin'  creatur'  beside  the  cat."  "  Exactly  !  "  (and  the 
canvasser  sailed  in).  "  What  can  be  more  handy  to 
throw  at  the  cat  than  this  '  History  of  the  War,' 
hot  pressed,  quarto,  guaranteed  350  illustrations?" 
"  There,  young  man  !  "  said  the  conquered  customer, 
"  I'll  take  one." 


His  Majesty  the  King  has  signified  to  the  Pre- 
sident and  Council  of  the  Marine  Biological  Association 
of  the  United  Kingdom  his  pleasure  in  becoming  the 
patron  of  the  association. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  is  staying  at  the  Invergarry 
Inn,  Inverness-shire,  for  the  salmon-angling  in  the 
Lower  Garry  river  and  Loch  Rich.  These  waters, 
which  afford  the  best  early  spring  fishing  in  Scotlaiid, 
are  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  from  Mrs.  Edward 
Ellice,  of  Glenquoich  and  Glengarry,  the  rent  being 
£500  for  the  season.  Admiral  Sir  Michael  Culmc- 
Seymour  is  the  Duke's  guest  at  Invergarry. 


The  Frenchman  was  drinking  what  he  called 
"  contradeekseong,"  and  explained  it  thusly  :  "I  ask 
for  Scotch  strong,  I  sen  get  te  water  to  make  it  weak, 
ten  say  gif  me  sugar  to  make  it  sweet,  and  ten  some 
lemon  to  make  it  sour.  An'  ten  you  say,  '  here's  to 
you ' — and  you  drink  it  yourself  !  " 


Many  people  keep  dogs  which  are  neither  useful  nor 
ornamental,  but  the  ironmonger  who  kept  a  dog  and 
named  it  the  "  Ironmonger,"  explained  that  to  prove 
its  utility  you  had  merely  to  give  it  a  kick  and  see 
it  "  make  a  bolt  for  the  door." 


It  was  an  agreeable  surprise  on  Wednesday  evening 
last  during  the  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  to  see  a  strong  contingent  of  Wellington 
(Nottingham)  anglers  present.  Mr.  Harry  Spray 
(hon.  sec),  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson  (committee),  and  ]Mr.  F. 
W.  K.  Wallis  have  recently  become  members  of  the 
Fly  Fishers,  and  Messrs.  F.  Dore- Wordier,  C.  J.  Mee, 
and  A.  Lakin  also  journeyed  from  the  lace  town  to  be 
present.  The  "  boys  "  are  as  jollj'  as  ever  (they  are 
an'  all)  and  Mr.  Robert  Radford  (another  Notts  boy), 
charmed  the  audience  by  an  admirable  rendering  of 
"  A  Soldier's  Song,"  and  "  Friar  of  Orders  Grey."  Of 
course  they  all  wanted  me  to  go  back  with  them  and 
finish  up  the  season  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent,  but  I 
said  I  would  come  and  stay  a  month  or  two  when  the 
May  Fly  was  up,  or  when  "  the  roses  were  in  bloom." 


Talking  of  roses,  Mr.  C.  J.  Mee,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Notts  Horticultural  Society,  saw  that  all  the  contingent 
wore  splendid  roses  in  their  coats.    How  he  managed 
to  procure  them  in  March  was  a  mystery  which  I  hope 
to  solve  on  my  next  visit.     Like  myself  they  all 
expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction  with  the  admirable 
dinner — served  in  the  Cecil's  best  style — and  also  with 
the  excellent  programme  of  music,  under  the  con- 
ductorship  of  Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson.    They  are  all 
coming  to  London  again  at  the  "  .slightest  provo- 
cation."   This  the  menu  : — 
Menu. 
Hors  d'Oeuvres  Varies. 
Petite  Marmite.  Creme  Americaino. 

Saumon. 
Salade  de  Concombres. 
Blanchailles. 
Cailles  a  la  Truffe. 
Vol  au  Vent  de  Blanc  de  Volaille 
Quartier  d'Agneau  roti — Sauce  Menthe. 
Pommes  Nouvelles.    Petits  Pois. 
Granite  au  Champagne. 
Caneton  de  Rouen-Salade. 
Bavar%is  aux  Fraises. 
Bombe  Glac^e. 
Dessert. 
Cafe. 

If  the  Piscatorials  at  the  Holborn  on  Monday,  au<l 
the  Greshamites  at  the  Manchester  on  Tuesday,  enjoy 
themselves  as  much  as  the  Fly  Fishers  at  the  Cecil 
they  should  be  satisfied.  Dragnet. 


An  interesting  development  in  connection  with  the 
experiments  in  fish  culture  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
inaugurated  and  carried  out  by  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
the  Curator  of  the  Natural  History  Department,  will 
occur  on  Saturday,  March  9,  when  at  3  p.m.  a  number 
of  trout  will  be  transferred  from  their  present  home 
in  the  aquaria  to  the  large  lakes  in  the  park.  Some 
of  the  fish  have  been  bred,  all  have  been  reared,  at  the 
Palace,  many  of  the  best  specimens  from  fry  and 
yearlings  presented  by  the  owner  of  the  famous 
Lancashire  Fishery  at  Wyresdale.  The  fish  po  be 
experimented  with  in  this  manner  are  rainbow  trout 
{Salmo  iridcu^),  and  should  they  live  and  thrive  in 
the  Palace  waters — and  there  is  good  reason  to  hope 
they  will — their  number  will  be  added  to  from  time  to 
time  from  the  Crystal  Palace  rearing  tanks.  In  this 
way  fly-fishing  for  trout  in  the  waters  of  the  Palace 
Park  will  become  an  accomplished  fact.  The  anglers 
in  the  district  are  quite  awake  to  the  importance  of 
Mr.  Shrubsole's  experiments,  and  a  joint  committee 
of  the  various  clubs  is  in  course  of  formation  with  a 
view  of  arranging  under  what  conditions  the  trout 
shall  be  fished  for,  it  being  already  generally  agreed  that 
for  the  first  year,  at  least,  all  fish  hooked  should  be 
returned  to  their  native  element.  While  the  fish  are 
being  netted  from  the  aquaria  on  Saturday  a  special 
demonstration  of  how  trout  are  hatched  and  reared, 
and  a  brief  description  of  the  process,  will  be  given  by 
the  curator. 


A  PIKE  was  caught  on  March  2  by  Mr.  Geo.  F. 
Hammond,  at  Hay  Mill  Pond,  near  Slough.  Its 
weight  was  181b.  lOoz.,  length  39Jin.,  and  girth  20in. 


Mr.  W.  Howlett,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  weeks, 
is  now  on  the  road  to  recovery.    The  weather,  he  says, 
4  is  wretched,  but  the  prospects  of  fishing  are  favour- 
able. 


Theee  is  to  be  a  special  "  At  Home  "  and  "  Ladies' 
Night"  (with  lantern  views  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade)  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  on  March  25.  I  am  asked  to  be 
present,  and  "  nothing  short  of  a  doctor's  certificate 
will  be  accepted."    Very  well ;  I'll  see  the  doctor. 


At  the  T.A.P.S.  concert,  given  by  the  Collingwood 
anglers,  on  Monday  evening  (Mr.  Wade  in  the  chair), 
the  boxes  are  to  be  opened.  The  "  Elsmore  "  Cup 
will  be  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Downs,  and  Host  Wileg' 
special  prize  to  Mr.  A.  Field.  A  "big"  night  is 
anticipated. 


Me.  Beoome  Pinnigee,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Newbury 
and  District  Angling  Association,  writes :  "We  have 
decided  to  open  our  water  on  the  Lambourne  on  the 
1st  day  of  April  instead  of  the  1st  day  of  May  as 
hitherto,  and  also  that  during  the  month  of  June  day 
tickets  will  be  10s.  6d. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COREESPONDENTS. 

CEF.Ni  -The  river  being  under  the  control  of  a 
±5oard  of  Conservators,  we  should  say  that  you  could 
be  prosecuted  if  you  contravene  their  regulations,  even 
If  they  delegate  their  powers  to  a  committee,  especially 
as  the  committee  appear  to  have  got  the  consent  of  the 
landowners  to  prevent  worm  fishing  in  part  of  the 
river;  the  consent  of  the  landowners  probablv  includes 
right  to  prosecute  for  trespass. 

Corresponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  m  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspmidents.'] 

FLIES  FOE  LAKE  VYRNWY,  ETC. 
Sir,— As  I  have  been  some  years  out  of  England 
and  am  consequently  not  quite  up  to  date  in  hashing 
matters  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  as  to  what 
flies  and  size  are  most  suitable  on  Lake  Vvrnwy 
JNorth  ^\  ales,  in  the  months  of  April  and  Mav"  \lso 
what  sport  is  now  obtainable  on  the  MaWdach 
which,  on  my  last  visit,  was  fairly  good.— Yours, 

r\\7  1  1       ,  Antipodes. 

y\\  e  are  glad  to  hear  prospects  are  very  good  at 
Lake  ^yrnwy-a  few  nice  fish  have  already  been 
taken.  These  flies  are  good  killers:  Pines  Fancv, 
February  Eed,  Black  Spinner,  Gold  Eibbed,  Teal  and 
Eead  Teal  and  Green,  Claret  and  Grouse,  Bulcher 
Jlarch  Brown  Zulu.  The  Mawddach  has  not  been 
much  good  of  late  years.— Ed.] 

SEALS  T'.  SALMON. 
Deab  Sir,— I  have  often  seen  seals  in  pursuit  of 
salmon  in  the  northern  rivers  of  Norwav,  and  even  in 
the  Exmgdal  and  Dale  rivers,  near  Bergen.  I  have 
also— but  not  often— seen  seals  with  fresh  killed 
salmon  on  the  sand  banks  near  the  mouth  of  one  of 
these  rivers. 

Seals  occasionally  travel  as  far  as  seventy  miles 
above  the  tideway,  but  only  when  there  is  a  heavv 
run  of  fish  on,  m  a  river  which  I  fish  in  Lapland  ;  and 
the  natives  tell  me  that  they  have  been  seen  thirty 
miles  higher  up.  I  have  seen  and  shot  at  them  (un- 
successfully) from  my  house,  which  is  at  the  riverside 
sixty  miles  from  the  tideway,  and  to  travel  so  far  thev 
have  to  pass  up  long  and  heavv  rapids. 

It  is  a  very  common  occurrence  to  catch  salmon 
which  show  wounds  that  from  their  shape  and  char- 
acteristics must  111  most  instances  have  been  inflicted 
by  the  teeth  of  seals. 

Having  all  this  evidence  it  would  be  difficult  to 
persuade  me  that  seals  do  not  feed  on  salmon  It 
does  not  follow,  of  course,  that  the  extermination  of 
seals  would  improve  the  salmon  fisheries —Yours 
sincerely,  p  p 

Constitutional  Club,  '  ' 

Northumberland  Avenue. 
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some  fun  on  proper  tackle,  if  "L.  S."  cares  to  go  to 
that  further  expense. 

I  do  not  consider  that  if  a  man  has  to  get  a  large 
boat  ready  and  go  well  out  into  the  Sound,  or  outside 
the  breakwater,  that  ten  shilling's  is  too  much  for  the 
day,  for  the  tide  runs  very  strong,  and  it  would  be 
neavy  work  to  beat  either  out  or  back,  but  if  "L  S  " 
prefers  it,  he  can  angle  all  day  in  the  Millbay  Docks 
tor  the  modest  sum  of  one  penny,  and  from  a  good 
many  places  for  no  charge  at  all. 

Lodgings  are  handy  and  reasonable,   but  if  the 

ihree  Towns"  are  objected  to,  access  is  easily  gained 
from  the  Great  Western  station  at  Millbay  to  the 
outlying  villages,  or  from  the  South  Western  station 
to  bt.  Budeaux,  Beerferris,  and  Beeralston.  Return 
fares,  6d.  to  Is.  3d. 

Trippers  are  an  unknown  quantity  at  these  places 
and  at  any  time  one  is  not  overburdened  with  them  at 
i'lymouth,  which  is  certainly  a  place  well  worth 
visiting,  independently  of  the  adjoining  towns  of 
Devonport  and  Stonehouse. 

1     I'a^'-^'"  chance,  I  might  suggest  that  he 

sliou  d  jom  a  good  angling  society,  and  also  the  British 
bea  Anglers'  Society.  The  expenses  are  moderate,  and 
every  information  would  be  given  him  cheerfully. 

if  "L.  S."  wants  further  enlightenment  as  to 
anglinginthe  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  he  should  apply 
to  Messrs.  Hearder,  Main-street,  Plymouth,  who  are  up 
to  date,  not  only  in  the  particulars  and  details,  but 
also  have  the  requisite  and  proper  ^rods,  .tackle,  etc 
necessary  for  the  capture  of  all  the  before-mentioned 
sea  fish.— I'ours  truly, 

W.  H.  Elsmoee, 

V.  P.,  Central  Association. 


Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  yes,  we  find 
the  seals  very  destructive.  Up  to'  a  few  years  a"o  Gs 
a  seal  was  allowed  to  fishermen,  and  they  found  it 
worth  while  to  put  out  stoke-nets  for  their  catch  on 
the  flat  sands  of  the  Elbe  and  Ems  estuaries  Unfor- 
tunately, alwut  five  years  ago,  the  allowance  (from 
btate  funds)  was  cut  off,  but  only  three  weeks  a<^o  I 
brought  m  a  strong  recommendation  for  the  reallow- 
ance of  this  grant.— Yours  truly,  ,s.  .Jaffk. 

GOOD  AND   CHEAP   SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— "  Lennox  S."  seems  to  want  a  lot  for  his 
money,  but  I  will  try  and  put  him  on  to  a  locality 
that  IS  as  near  perfection,  from  his  point  of  view  as 
he  will  find  It  possible  to  obtain  in  any  other  portion 
of  the  Lnited  Kingdom. 

Plymouth  is  the  very  spot,  and  so  thought  Medina 
bidonia  three  hundred  years  ago,  when  his  vision  first 
fell  upon  the  heights  of  Mount  Edgcumbe.    Here  can 
be  obtained  a  licence  to  angle  for  salmon  at  10s.  the 
season,  ditto  for  trout  at  2s.  Gd.  the  season,  from  the 
Tamar  Board.    There  are  large  quantities  of  small 
trout  in  the  leats  on  Dartmoor,  no  great  distance  off 
but  what  rules  are  m  force  I  cannot  say ;  vet  I  am 
certain  "L.  S."  might  wander  about  all  day  and  not 
see  a  soul  anywhere-if  the  presence  of  human  bein-^s 
IS  a  worry  to  him.  ° 
The_  Sound  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  finest 
estuaries  m  the  world;  the  breakwater  across  the 
entrance  makes  it  practically  landlocked,  and  as  to 
rocks  why  the  bottom  is  all  rocks,  and  the  shores  too 
for  that  matter.    As  to  bass,  pollack,  and  mackerel 
they  positively  are  in  shoals  in  their  proper  seasons 
and  numberless  are  the  whiting,  pout,  sea  bream  and 
smelts,  and  conger  eels  are  often  to  the  fore. 

Outside  the  breakwater  there  are  rocks  enough  to 
surfeit  the  most  exiting  and  fastidious  an-^ler  and 
larger  fish  are  taken  here— just  what  "  L.  S  "  requires 
I  cannot  say  much  about  strange  fish  from  forei<^n 
dimes,  but  think  there  would  not  be  much  difficulty 
m  getting  hold  of  a  shark  or  two,  which  would  give 


Dear  Sir,— If  your  correspondent  "  Lennox  S."  is 
anxious  for  information  as  to  fishing  stations  on  the 
coast  he  can  easily  obtain  it  in  the  proper  quarter 

The  committee  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
have  made  it  their  business  to  compile  (for  the  use  of 
members)  all  available  data  as  to  stations,  including 
tariffs  of  boatmen,  hotels  and  lodgings,  seasons  for 
catching  the  various  species  of  sea  fish,  means  for 
Pi"ocui'"ig  bait,  and  a  number  of  other  matters. 

The  annual  subscription  to  the  society,  10s.  Gd  is 
not  ruinous,  and  the  courteous  and  well-informed  hon 
sec.  will  give  all  details.  The  address  of  the  society  is 
11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 

Some  of  the  members  have  already  discovered  such 
places  as  "  Lennox  S."  desires,  without  travelling  so 
far  as  you,  Mr.  Editor,  suggest,  or  getting  outside  the 
kingdoms  of  H.M.  Edward  VII.— Yours  faithfully, 

Hamus. 


reliable  and  up-to-date  information  as  to  the  success 
wnich  has  attended  any  experiments  for  the  improve- 
ment of  salmon  rivers  by  the  establishment  of 
natcheries  m  this  country. 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  river  now 
under  consideration  the  falling-off  in  the  number  of 
fash  taken  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  scarcity  of 
fish  in  the  river,  and  this  scarcity  is  attributable  to 
the  abnormal  losses  of  spawn  from  the  wild  fish  due 
to  floods  etc.,  and  also  to  other,  I  fear,  practically 
unavoidable  causes-pollution  and  coarse  fish  being 
conspicuous.  ° 
It  is  however,  now  believed  that  these  causes  may 
be  neutralised  by  the  systematic  hatching,  rearing,  and 
turning  out  at  the  "  smolt  "  stage  of  the  offspring  of 
say,  a  dozen  selected  hen  fish  annually  °  ' 

At  the  present  time  it  is  thought  by  competent 
authorities  that  the  annual  take  of  fish  by  all  methods 
does  not  compare  with  the  annual  deposit  of  ova  from 
even  a  single  Gib.  or  71b.  fish,  and  this  too  in  a  river 
where  the  netting  is  exceptionally  little  and  distinctly 
below  the  average  in  destruotiveuess. 

I  am,  of  course,  aware  that  the  oases  are  few  in  the 
Jiritish  Isles  where  circumstances  have  permitted  of 
the  hatching  experiment  being  tried  on  a  scale 
adequate  to  the  size  of  any  river ;  but  should  it  be 
lound  that  any  measure  of  success  has  so  far  been 
attained  in  any  other  river  in  the  United  Kinc^dom  I 
have  grounds  for  the  belief  that  an  exceptionally 
favourable  opportunity  for  a  valuable  and  most  in- 
teresting experiment  on  a  large  scale  will  shortly  be 
available.  ^ 

Can  either  you,  sir,  or  any  of  your  readers  assist  me 
therefore  by  indicating  from  whence  the  information 
Y  V,°^  I  am  seeking  can  be  obtained. -Yours 
faithfully,  u  Li^D  Agent." 

jihe  successful  restocking  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk 
with  salmon  is  by  far  the  best  result  we  know  of  in 
connection  with  restocking  salmon  rivers  in  this 
country.  We  have  published  accounts  of  the  Esk  re- 
stocking by  Mr.  Wheldon,  who  had  so  much  to  do 
with  it.— Ed.] 


Sir,— As  your  correspondent,  "Lennox  S.,"  may  not 
wish  to  go  to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  just  yet,  I  think 
perhaps  I  may  mention  a  place  that  might  suit  him 
for  sea  fishing  in  this  kingdom,  and  still  get  pretty 
nearly  what  he  requires.  <^     l  j 

Some  few  years  ago  I  stopped  at  Fowey  in  Cornwall 
and  had  good  fishing  in  the  harbour,  which  is  quite 
landlocked  except  for  a  narrow  entrance.  We  caught 
there  pollack,  bass,  chad  or  sea  bream,  and  eels,  etc. 
Outside  the  harbour  we  caught  mackerel  by  whiffling 
pollack,  gurnard,  etc.  There  is  also  trout  fishing  in 
the  Camel  and  Fowey  rivers.  We  stayed  at  an  hotel 
overlooking  the  harbour  at  42s.  per  week  each,  all 
found,  and  were  very  comfortable  and  well  treated, 
but  1  should  say  the  hotel  is  under  different  manage- 
ment now  The  lodgings  in  the  best  part  of  the  town 
are  not  cheap,  but  if  your  correspondent  ,went  to 
1  olperro,  which  is  a  village  on  the  other  side  and  near 
the  mouth,  he  would  perhaps  be  better  for  the  fishino- 
and  may  get  there  cheap  lodgings.~I  am,  Sir,  you?8 
faithfully,  ij,  -j^j 

["  Lennox  S."  knows  Fowey,  and  says  it  is  very  like 
what  he  wants,  hut  the  lodgings  are  bad  or  dear,  or 
bad  and  dear,  and  the  boatmen,  "  though  very  decent 
chaps,   have  a  tariff  that  is  prohibitive.— Ed.] 

SiR,--If  your  inquirer,  "Lennox  S.,"  re  good  and 
cheap  fishing  will  communicate  with  me,  I  can  put 
him  into  a  berth  to  suit  his  greed  for  the  gentle  art  as 
an  angler  s  paradise,  with  excellent  accommodation  at 
a  moderate  tariff.  Cheap  fishermen  at  half  the  diem 
mentioned  and  ten  miles  from  railway  station.— Y'ours 

'tl^iV        r,,    ,  '^^^^  SUMERVILLE,  boatmau. 

Kilbride,  Clonbur,  Ireland. 

RESTOCKING  OF  SALMON  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  common  with  many  others  of  your 
readers,  I  have  been  following  with  much  interest  the 
occasional  paragraphs  which  have  appeared  as  to  the 
endeavours  which  have  been  made  to  improve  the 
sport  on  some  of  our  salmon  rivers  in  the  United 
Kingdom  by  means  of  hatching. 

I  now  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  proposals 
before  the  principal  riparian  owners  of  one  of  our 
salmon  rivers  for  an  attempt  to  restore  it  to  its  former 
high  standard,  both  as  regards  the  quality  of  the  sport 
and  quantity  of  the  fish. 

Before  doing  so,  however,  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining 


THE  TUNNY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  notice  in  your  editorial  note  of  last 
week  that  you  seem  to  have  received  an  impression 
that  1  meditated  a  visit  to  Californian  waters  in 
pursuit  of  the  tuna.  No  such  luck,  I  am  afraid  T 
should  however,  like  to  have  a  try,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Dardanelles,  to  see  if  the  Mediterranean 
lliynniis  Thynuiu.s  mil  afford  as  good  sport  on  the 
rod  as  does  his  Californian  representative.  This  also 
1  am  afraid,  is  at  present  out  of  the  question,  and  a 
week-end's  fishing  for  less  noble  victims  will  have  to 
suffice  for        Y'ours  faithfully, 

Charles  S.'  Patterson. 


RAINBOWS  CROSSED  WITH  BROWN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— Do  you  know  of  any  one  having  crossed 
rainbow  and  brown  trout  ?  I  hope  to  hatch  some  of 
these  cross-breds  this  year.  Anyway  the  ova  looks 
healthy  enough,  and  the  little  fish  can  be  seen  curled 
up  inside  the  ova.— Y'ours,  etc., 

,  Valentine  Cokrie. 

Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 

[We  have  not  heard  of  such  a  cross,  and  shall  look 
with  much  interest  to  the  results  of  Mr.  Corrie's  ex- 
periment. It  proves,  at  any  rate,  that  the  times  of 
spawning  of  the  two  kinds  are  synchronising  in  this 
country.  At  first  the  rainbows  spawned  so  much  later 
than  the  brown  trout  that  there  was  no  chance  to 
cross.  Do  any  of  our  pisciculturists  know  of  cases  of 
fertile  cross-bred  fish?— Ed.] 


HOW  TO  PREPARE  FEATHERS  FOR  DYEING. 

Dear  Sir,— As  an  amateur  fly  dresser  I  tried  to  dye 
some  hackles  the  other  day,  but  failed  to  get  the 
feathers  to  take  the  dye  on  account  of  some  oily  matter 
on  them. 

What  chemical  bath  must  the  feathers  be  submitted 
to  before  plunging  them  in  the  dve '? 

Perhaps  some  angler  will  be  good  enough  to  answer 
this  in  the  columns  of  your  interesting  journal  — 
lam  etc.  "Father  Ben." 

[Ihe  grease  must  be  removed  with  soda  or  alum 
Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford  recommends  soaking  the 
feathers  for  some  hours  in  a  solution  of  one  ounce  of 
alum  to  a  quart  of  boiling  water,  or  in  a  weaker  solution 
of  potash  or  ordinary  soda.  Mr.  Halford  says,  "After 
dyeing,  wash  thoroughly  in  cold  water."  Alum  is  said 
to  be  better  than  soda  or  potash,  as  it  hardens  the 
fibres  of  the  feather  instead  of  softening  them.— Ed.] 

,  FISHING  IN  THE^ETTRICK. 
Dear  Sir,— As  a  regular  reader  of  your  valuable 
paper,  I  should  feal  much  obliged  if  you,  or  any  of 
your  subscribers  who  may  have  knowledge  of  it,  could 
give  me  any  information  about  the  fishing  'in  the 
Ettrick,  having  Tushielaw  Inn  as  a  centre.— Yours 
faithfully,  Henry  Hyslup. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishinq  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinceo. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  reejuested  to  wxite  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  tills  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  ed. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page ...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adcertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  mCOEPORATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUKDAY,  MAECH  16th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Movement  for  a  Close  Time  for  Trout 
IN  Scotland. 

I  HAVE  received  many  letters  from  anglers 
promising  to  support  the  movement  for  getting  a 
close  time  for  trout  established  in  Scotland,  and 
have  much  pleasure  in  giving  extracts  from  a  few 
of  them  this  week,  and  will  give  others  later.  I 
believe  that  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  the 
Eight  Honoui-able  A.  G.  Mmray,  M.P.,  is  to 
introduce  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  bill  during  the 
present  session,  and  if  all  who  are  interested  in 
angling  will  appeal  to  their  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives to  support  it  there  will  be  a  very  good 
chance  of  its  passing. 

The  Earl  of  Kinnoull  writes  : — 

Dear  Sib, — I  will  be  only  too  glad  to  support  a  bill 
to  secure  a  close  time  for  trout  in  any  possible  way  — 
Faithfully  yours,  KimjouLi,; 

The  Marquess  of  Granby  says  : — 

Dear  Sib,— You  ask  me  whether  I  will  support  a 
Dill  for  providing  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland. 

I  can  assure  you  that,  should  such  a  measure  ever 
come  before  the  House  of  Lords  for  consideration,  I 
will  do  all  in  my  power  to  assist  its  becoming  law. 

It  seems  almost  criminal  to  me  that  some  such 
legal  protection  as  tkat  proposed  should  not  already 
have  been  placed  on  the  Statute  Book.— Yours 
faithfully,  Gbanbt. 

Sir  Thomas  F.  Brady,  late  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  for  Ireland,  writes  : — 

I  -will  be  happy  to  assist  you  with  our  Irish  members 
of  Parliament  to  get  a  close  time  for  trout  fixed  for 
Scotland. 

In  Ireland  the  trout  close  season  is  fixed  by  the 
13  and  14  V.  c.  88  to  be  the  same  as  that  for  salmon. 
—Yours  faithfuUy,  Thomas  F.  Beady. 


Mr.  Geo.  F.  Wilson,  P.E.S.,  writes  :— 
Sir, — As  an  old  Scotch  fisher  I  will  gladly  ask  our 
representative  to  vote  for  a  close  time.  —  Yours 
faithfully,  Geo.  F.  Wilson. 

Dr.  Geo.  AUan  Heron,  F.E.C.P.,  writes  :— 
Deae  Sie, — It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
support  the  bill  for  securing  a  close  time  for  trout  in 
Scotland  by  asking  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
with  whom  I  am  acquainted  to  vote  for  the  bill  when 
next  it  comes  up  for  discussion  in  Parliament.— Yours 
very  truly,  q.  A.  Heron. 

Major-General  J.  C.  EusseU  says  :— 

4.1,  ^^^-^^         ^®  ^^^^      ^°  I        to  support 

the  bill  for  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland  —Yours 
faithfully,  j_  c_  BussBLL 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Soames,  M.P.,  writes  : — 
Dear  Sib,— I  shall  be  very  glad  to  support  Sir  H. 
Maxwell's  bill  for  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland. 

I  know  from  experience  during  the  back-end  fishing 
on  the  Tweed  how  great  a  need  there  is  for  a  close 
time  for  trout,  both  in  the  interests  of  trout  and 
salmon  angling.— Yours  faithfully, 

Abthub  W.  Soames 
Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart.,  writes  : — 
Dear  Me.  Mabston,— I  would  do  all  I  could  to 
help  the  movement  for  a  close  time  for  trout  in 
Scotland.— Yours  truly,  Samuel  Montagu. 

The  Hon.  John  Scott  Montagu,  M.P.,  says  that 
he  IS  m  favour  of  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  E.  K.  Shipton,  of  Woking,  kindly  promised 
to  ask  his  representative,  and  writes  : — 

Deae  Sie,— Mr.  Leigh  Bennett,  the  member  for 
this  division  of  Surrey,  is  ready  to  give  favourable 
attention  to  a  bill  for  making  a  close  time  for  trout  in 
Scotland.— Yours  faithfully,  E.  K.  Shipton. 

The  Bishop  or  Aberdeen,  Sur  J.  Noel  Baton, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Caine,  M.P.,  and  many  other  anglers 
have  also  promised  to  support  the  bill. 

Among  other  suggestions  I  have  received,  which 
I  hope  to  refer  to  later,  is  one  that  the  Scottish 
Trout  Anglers'  Association  should  draw  up  a 
circular  describing  the  necessity  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland,  for 
distribution  to  members  of  Parliament,  to  the 
Press,  and  to  aU  who  are  likely  to  take  interest  in 
the  matter.  I  certainly  think  that  this  is  a  very 
good  suggestion,  and  shaU~be  happy  to  send  such 
a  circular  to  some  thousands  of  anglers  in  this 
country,  who  I  feel  sure  will  be  glad  to  assist  the 
movement.  R.  b.  Marston. 


P.S.— I  have,  since  -writing  the  above,  received 
the  following  letter  from  Su- Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P., 
and  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  prospects  seem 
encouraging.  The  Second  Reading  may  come  on 
at  any  time  now. 

My  dear  Maeston,— The  Government  having  agreed 
to  take  up  my  Close  Time  Bill,  it  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  and  has  a  far  better  prospect  of 
success  than  in  a  private  member's  hands. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  I  expressed 
myself  in  a  misleading  way  when  I  wrote  to  you  that 
the  public  in  Scotland  enjoyed  any  right  to  trout 
fishing. 

Lord  Kyllachy's  judgment  in  the  case  of  Grant  v 
Henry  (Feb.  16,  1893),  confirmed  on  appeal  (Jan.  12, 
1894),  was  that  no  prescriptive  use  could  confer  such 
a  right.  The  fact,  however,  remains  that  the  only 
means  of  preventing  persons  fishing  for  trout  in 
Scottish  waters  (other  than  those  flowing  into  the 
Solway)  is  extremely  cumbrous  and  inefiective.  When 
it  is  made  a  statutory  ofience  to  take  trout  during  the 
time  they  are  unseasonable,  then,  and  not  before,  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  individuals  and  the  numerous 
fishing  clubs  in  Scotland  to  improve  their  waters  bv 
re-stocking. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Government  have  given 
the  Close  Time  Bill  a  good  place,  and  I  have  good 
hopes  that  it  will  become  law  this  year. 


A  SPEING  SALMON. 

"  A  gran'  day  for  a  fush." 

The  speech  was  sincere,  and  the  speaker  was  a 
bm-ly  descendant  of  Eob  Roy,  whose  cheery  face, 
polished  to  a  lively  red  by  the  weather  and  glisten- 
ing with  moistm-e,  did  not  belie  the  optimism  of  his 
words.  Moreover,  it  was  a  gi-and  day  for  "  a  fish," 
the  general  term  in  Scotland  for  a  salmon,  which, 
being  in  the  water  and  of  the  water,  watery,  could 
faii-ly  be  held  indifferent  to  each  "  dire  inclemency," 
to  sunshine  or  storm-cloud,  snow-laden  winds  and 
squalls  of  searching  sleet.  But  for  rational  land- 
animals  of  home-keeping  wit,  it  was  as  surely  not 
"a  gran'  day."  We  looked  hopefully  at  the  optimist. 


thought  of  a  certain  stifif  dram  even  now  difiiising  its 
grateful  warmth  and  cheerful  inspiration  through 
his  person,  and  we  looked  despondently  at  the 
lake.  The  first  stood  out  from  the  shelter  of  a 
bank  crowned  with  firs,  bending  to  the  blast  and 
groaning  and  creaking  in  agony  as  if  they  mourned 
the  lo.st  branches,  carried  off  every  now  and  then 
by  the  rude  wind.  He  was  a  cheerful  picture,  as 
the  picture  of  a  man  ready  to  face  fearful  odds 
ahyayg  is.  His  pea-jacket  was  but  half-buttoned 
as  if  to  defy  the  weather  and  encourage  our  drooping 
spirits,  but  the  collar  of  his  jersey  was  up,  a  sure 
sartorial  sign  of  battle.  But  the  lake — ay,  that 
was  the  rub  ! 

The  roar  of  the  warring  weather  seemed  to  forbid 
hope.  The  wind  "  did  speak  aloud,"  the  battle 
was  continuously  fierce,  and  instead  of  lulls,  there 
were  only  times  when  it  waxed  fiercer.  Of  the 
waters  of  the  lake  we  could  catch  two-thirds 
where  we  stood  imder  the  shelter  of  the  bank  and 
its  crown  of  woods.  The  rest  was  lost  in  a  blur  of 
driving  grey  and  white,  rifted  here  and  there  by  a 
black  crest,  which  showed  for  a  moment  and  then 
vanished.  The  water  was  white  with  the  fury  of 
racing  waves — a  cold,  forbidding,  and  threatening 
expanse,  bounded  to  leeward  by  a  line  of  dark 
shore  and  vague  slopes  of  white — all  that  was 
visible  of  the  hiUs.  Even  in  the  little  harbour 
where  the  boat  lay  there  were  smooth  rollers. 
But  it  was  "  a  gi-an'  day  for  a  fush." 
A^  this  is  the  only  consideration  which  may 
move  the  angler  for  spring  salmon  in  Scottish 
lakes,  we  had  to  put  our  fate  to  the  touch.  We 
were  volunteers,  and  for  volunteers  there  is  no 
turning  back,  even  when  mercenaries  flinch.  And 
our  animal  com-age  was  the  greater  and  our  moral 
courage  the  less,  because  the  lake  was  not  a  lake 
of  fame,  but  a  lake  of  forlorn  hopes,  in  whjch,  tq 
quote  the  guide  book,  "  there  was  a  chance  of  a 
salmon."  This  and  the  "grandness"  of  the  day 
"  for  a  fish  "  decided  us.  Now,  the  great  and  for- 
tunate men  who  angle  in  Loch  Tay  at  this  season 
of  cold  winds  and  eager  air  have  a  curious  fashion. 
Their  final  garment  is  an  unbecoming  potato-sack, 
into  which  they  get  and  in  which  they  are  finally 
fastened,  like  men  about  to  run  a  race. 

We  followed  the  fashion,  but  not  in  its  entirety, 
gathering  the  surplus  raiment  of  our  sacks 
about  our 'waists,  and  trusting  for  protection 
other-svise  to  more  conventional  macintoshes  of 
approved  -winter  stoutness.  Then,  with,  a  little 
prayer — not  spoken  but  felt — for  om-  success  and 
safety,  we  pushed  off  from  the  jetty,  soon  traversed 
the  smooth  water,  and  -svith  one  rod  in  the  bow  and 
one  in  the  stem  were  fairly  launched  for  good  or 
e-nl  on  the  hurly-burly  of  warring  waves.  How 
other  anglers  may  feel  under  similar  cu-cumstances 
the  -5vriter  does  not  know,  but  to  him  the  comedy 
and  not  the  tragedy  of  the  situation  made  appeal. 

'Tis  not  the  surging  billows  roar, 
'Tis  not  the  fatal,  deadly  shore. 
Though  death  in  every  shape  appear. 
The  -wretched  have  no  cause  to  fear! 

Wretched  "  is,  perhaps,  too  strong  a  word  when 
one  is  inclined  to  smile  "  confoundedly  loud,"  and 
to  think  of  the  heroic  boatman  who,  on  being 
asked  by  a  romantic  female  how  he  felt  when  the 
waves  were  breaking  over  him,  made  answer, 
"Wet,  marm,  very  wet."  "Wet"  sums  one's 
feelings  up,  and  how  wet  one  feels  labouring  in  a 
cockleshell  of  a  boat  over  the  waves  of  a  highland 
lake  on  a  wild  spring  day  -with  brown  "  seas " 
leaping  on  boai-d  every  moment  and  the  sleet 
driving  in  one's  face,  only  those  who  have  ex- 
perienced the  sensation  can  know.  But  Britons 
are  sportsmen  first  and  human  beings  afterwards, 
and  there  are  consolations  of  various  kinds — whisky, 
sunken  fences,  the  sense  of  doing,  daring,  and 
enduring  something,  not  to  mention  the  crowning 
mercy  of  a  run  and  a  kill.  "  Sunken  fences  "  are 
admittedlj^  enigmatic  as  consolations  for  those 
without  experience  of  this  form  of  spring  sport. 
Their  use  may  be  best  illusti-ated  by  following 
om-  fortunes.  Battling  along  as  aforesaid,  with  our 
phantoms  fifty  yards  astern  and  our  hopes  almost 
do^vn  to  zero,  there  was  a  sudden  screech  fi-om  the 
reel  of  the  bow  rod,  whose  minnow  was  wobbling 
along  neai-est  the  windward  shore.  Instantly  our 
despair  was  changed  to  hope,  and  visions  of  a  fish 
arose.  The  reel  kept  on  screaming  with  the  way 
on  the  boat,  the  rod  bent,  and  its  manner  of 
bending  suggested  a  thing  of  life  at  the  end  of 
the  line  taut  from  the  rod  point  to  where  it 
met  the  water.    To  be  or  not  to  be  ?    We  were 
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thrilled  with  expectation,  and  the  thrill  remained 
even  when  the  laconic  boatman  gave  form  to 
our  fears  in  four  words — "  fast  in  a  fence."  We 
backed  down  on  the  fence,  cleared  the  phantom, 
aaid  resumed  operations  with  renewed  hope. 
Presently  we  blundered  on  another  inspiring 
incident.  The  stern  reel  sang  loud  and  the  stern 
rod  bent.  This  time  it  was  a  fish  ;  there  was  no 
mistaking  the  familiar  feel.  But  a  disappointment 
followed.  We  waited  for  the  rush  or  sullen  plunge, 
the  way  on  the  boat  checked,  the  other  rod  in 
process  of  being  reeled  in,  but  neither  c^me.  In- 
stead, there  was  only  a  dead  weight  and  a  jerk  or 
two.  Again,  the  laconic  boatman  explained  the 
situation,  and  this  time  in  two  words,  "  Pike,  sir  1  " 
and  pike  it  was — a  small  fish,  duly  landed,  and,  be 
it  stated  with  regi-et,  scornfully  kicked  on  becoming 
a  passenger.  But  these  incidents  had  their  uses. 
They  kept  us  to  the  sticking  point,  and  for  two 
hours  we  passed  up  and  do^vn  that  shore,  hoping 
gi-eat  things  and  getting  used  to  the  discomforts. 
And  presently  we  were  rewarded.  The  stern  reel 
screamed  war  and  the  stern  rod  bent  as  neither 
fence  nor  pike  could  make  the  one  scream  and  the 
other  bend,  and  away  across  the  stormy  water  a 
silvery  thing  flashed  from  the  waves  and  set  our 
hearts  beating.  The  fight  with  a  spring  salmon, 
strong  in  his  ocean -strength,  had  beg\m,  and  a 
short  and  sharp  fight  it  was,  like  many  other 
Highland  battles  famous  in  the  story  of  the  hills. 
There  were  rushes  to  windward,  deep  sullen  plunges, 
and  all  the  incidents  of  a  battle  which  has  to  be 
fought  for  its  thrilling  joys  to  be  known.  But  the 
end  came  ;  there  was  a  flash  of  steel,  and  the 
silvery,  dripping  fish  lay  on  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
Was  the  game  worth  the  candle  ?  Three  men 
■jht  itjvas,  as  they  looked  fi-om  the  cheerless 
ect  to  the  silvery  salmon, 
jji  any  case,  it  was  "  a  gran'  day  for  a  fush." 

Hamish  Stuart. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY'S  DINNEE. 


Although  the  Piscatorial  Society  cannot  lay 
claim  to  be  the  oldest  angling  society  in  existence 
at  the  present  day,  it  can  boast  a  life  of  some 
sixty-five  years.  But  in  one  thing  it  is  unique, 
and  that  is  that  at  the  annual  dinners  the  presence 
of  the  fair  sex  is  welcomed  with  great  heartiness. 
Pre\'ious  to  the  fifty-third  banquet,  the  members 
of  the  society  and  their  male  friends  dined  alone, 
but  in  the  year  1888  ladies  were  for  the  first  time 
incited.  This  was  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
monotony  of  black  coats.  The  charming  presence 
of  the  fair  ones  was  so  much  appreciated,  and  the 
innovation  such  a  pronounced  success,  that  at 
every  dinner  held  since  the  date  mentioned  the 
members  have  literally  "  basked  in  the  sunshine  of 
the  ladies'  eyes."  Monday  evening  saw  a  goodly 
assembly  of  members,  ladies,  and  guests  assembled 
in  the  Venetian  Salon  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  the  banquet, 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  being  in  the  vice-chair. 
The  followmg  gentlemen  also  took  the  head  of  a 
table  each :  Messrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  Frank  Ward, 
R.  Bradford  and  E.  K.  Foreman.  Among  the 
company  present  were  the  undeiTiientioned  : — 

Mr.  E.  H.  Atterbury,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bacon,  Mr.  Geo.  Barrow,  Mr.  %nd  Mrs.  L.  Bamp- 
ton.  Miss  Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluhm,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Bradford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Bradford,  Mr. 
W.  Bradford,  ISIjc.  P.  E.  Bradford,  Mr.  Dan  Bradford, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Blun- 
dell, Mr.  Eiohard  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  0.  Blundell,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  Mr.  Percy  Bywaters,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bulling,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  E.  M.  Campbell,  Mr.  R.  Clay,  Mr.  G.  J. 
Chatterton,  Miss  Chatterton,  Mr.  G.  Edwards,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Evans,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langley  Evans,  Mr.  W. 
Fennings,  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E. 
Knowles  Foreman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Gregory,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hy.  Goodman,  Mr.  Hardman,  Mr.  T.  S.  Hard- 
man,  Mrs.  Hardman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Handford, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Heilbron,  Miss 
Henderson,  Miss  B.  Henderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H. 
Howard,  Mr.  Albert  E.  Jackson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins, 
m-.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson,  Mr.  T.  Larkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  B.  Marstou,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  S.  Malins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Moss,  Mrs.  B.  INIoss, 
Mr.  G.  Mitcbam,  Miss  Mitcham,  Miss  Mitchell,  Mr. 
A.  J.  New,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philipson,  Miss  Paterson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Pope,  Miss  Violet  Pope,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Prior,  Mr.  W.  R.  Price,  Mr.  H.  S.  Peters,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alston 
Smith,  Mr.  Johnston  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spratt, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Thomas,  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  Mr. 
Wallet,  Dr.  Ogier  Ward,  Mr.  Prank  Ward,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  Mr.  H.  Widman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Wreford, 
Mr.  R.  Wreford,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  Mr.  E.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  etc. 

After  an  admirable  menu  had  been  amply  dis- 
cussed, the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the  lung, 
which  was  enthusiastically  drunk. 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  the  health  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society.  He  said  :  Mr.  Vice-chairman, 
ladies,  and  gentlemen.  I  now  have  the  pleasure  to 
propose  a  toast  which  is  regularly  drimk  at  our 
weekly  meetings.  I  refer  to  the  toast  wishing 
prosperity  and  continued  success  to  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  of  which  I  have  the  honom-  to  be  a  member. 
(Applause.)  I  do  not  know  how  many  times  this 
toast  has  been  drunk,  but  as  the  society  was  founded 
some  sixty-five  years  ago,  the  number  of  occasions 
must  be  very  great  indeed,  but  I  leave  it  to  some 
mathematician,  or  perhaps  to  some  lightning  cal- 
culator, who  may  be  present  here  to-night  to 
determine  the  number  of  glasses  which  have  been 
emptied  in  honouring  this  toast.  It  needs  no  \vords 
of  mine  to  express  the  fact  that  the  society  does 
prosper,  and  is  a  success.  One  has  only  to  look 
round  this  room  to  see  the  way  in  which  we  are 
supported  this  evening  to  be  assured  of  this,  but 
beyond  this  aimual  festival,  at  which  our  lady 
friends  so  graciously  support  us,  we  have  our  weekly 
meetings.  At  these  we  relate  to  one  another  in  a 
truthful  manner  our  fishing  experiences  of  the  week 
previous.  I  say  advisedly  "  truthful  manner,"  for 
we  anglers  are  unfortunately  and  undeservedly 
given  a  certain  reputation  in  respect  to  veracity  or 
inacciu'acy — a  reputation,  I  may  say,  mostly  given 
to  us  by  papers  which  profess  to  be  comic,  and  are 
so  occasionally.  Still  I  can  assure  you  that  our 
weekly  meetings  are  serious,  and,  as  I  said,  we  there 
relate  our  angling  experiences,  and  tell  one  another 
where  we  fished,  and  how  and  what  we  have  caught. 
It  is  from  these  experiences  and  information 
imparted  to  us  that  we  learn  the  best  spots  and 
methods  in  which  to  angle.  During  recent  years 
great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  art  of  angling, 
and  the  cry  is  now  to  fish  fair  and  fine.  In  some 
branches  of  our  sport  wire  lines  are  used,  but  we 
have  not  yet  reached  that  high  development  attained 
through  the  Marconi  system  of  wireless  telegraphy, 
for  we  still  have  to  employ  lines  of  one  kind  or 
another.  Perhaps  at  some  no  distant  date,  it  may  be, 
we  anglers  will  be  able,  to  dispense  with  lines,  and 
I  can  picture  myself,  or  another  member  of  this 
society,  an  angler,  sitting  at  home  by  the  fireside 
in  an  easy  chau-,  with  drinks  within  reach,  fishing 
some  pool  or  favoured  spot  on  the  Dee  (applause) 
and  hooking  a  salmon  on  a  Jock  Scott,  but  for  the 
life  of  me  I  cannot  see  how  that  angler  is  going 
to  land  the  salmon.  (Laughter.)  It  is  at  such 
meetings  as  ours,  and  those  which  other  societies 
hold,  the  great  advance  in  angling  has  been  made, 
but  we  must  not  be  altogether  judged  by  our 
presence  at  such  gatherings  as  the  present  one.  In 
search  of  our  favourite  sport  we  go  forth  in  all 
weathei's,  in  rain  or  sunshine,  sometimes  returning, 
too  often  perhaps,  with  empty  creels  (hear,  hear), 
but  we  are  in  a  measm'e  content,  and  look  forward 
to  our  next  excursion  with  enthusiasm.  Only  this 
winter,  in  that  spell  of  bitterly  cold  weather,  I 
was  at  Newbury  with  a  member  of  our  society,  a 
gentleman  who  is  here  to-night,  and  he  had  been 
fishing  there  two  whole  days  in  that  unpleasant 
weather  with  absolutely  no  success.  When  I 
returned  in  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  the 
answer  I  got  to  my  question  as  to  what  sport  he 
had  had  was  given  in  his  characteristic  manner. 
He  said  he  had  been  fishing  for  two  miserable  days, 
and  had  got  one  insignificant  bite.  But  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  that  angler's  perseverance  has  been  re- 
warded, for  since  that,  on  two  occasions,  he  has  had 
a  couple  of  most  successful  days  amongst  the  pike, 
his  largest  fish  weighing  over  181b.  (Applause.) 
We  have  to  go  back  some  years  in  the  annals  of 
our  society  before  we  find  a  fish  of  that  weight 
recorded  as  having  been  taken  from  our  waters.  I 
give  you  this  instance  as  showing  that  we  are  not 
mere  butterflies,  going  out  in  warm  and  genial 
weather  and  basking  in  the  sunshine.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Our  society  has  happily  a  substantial  balance  at 
its  bankers,  to  say  nothing  of  money  in  the  reserve 
fund,  which,  imlike  the  good  little  boy's  money, 
we  have  often  heard  of  but  have  never  seen. 
(Laughter.)  We  have  lost  a  few  members  during 
the  past  year — two  or  three,  I  deeply  regret, 
through  death,  but  we  have  in  a  measure  filled 
their  places  with   new  members.    The  society 


possesses  two  excellent  fisheries,  one  at  Newbury 
and  the  other  at  Uxbridge,  and  just  recently  our 
committee  have  decided  to  lease  yet  a  further 
fishery,  which  I  venture  to  think  will  bring  an 
influx  of  new  members  into  the  society,  and  above 
all  fishing  members,  for  while  we  have  such 
members  we  need  have  no  fear  for  the  future. 
(Applause.)  I  feel  sure,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
that  you  would  sooner  hear  excellent  music  and 
singing  than  listen  to  me  (no),  so  I  will  at  once 
give  you  the  toast  of  prosperity  and  continued 
success  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  long  may  it 
flourish.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Chatterton  gave  the  toast  of  the 
"  Press."  He  said  that,  properly  speaking,  he 
ought  to  give  a  concise  sketch  of,  perhaps,  the 
oldest  specimen  of  the  press  we  have,  namely,  the 
Pchin  Gazette,  but  if  he  'were  to  trace  tlrat  vener- 
able paper  through  its  career  they  would  get 
exceedingly  thed  of  his  eff'ort.  He  would,  there- 
fore, bridge  over  at  once  the  press  of  1000  years 
ago  and  talk  of  the  angling  press  of  to-day,  a 
subject  of  greater  interest  to  those  present.  Some 
of  the  ladies  might  want  to  know  why  fishermen 
needed  the  press  at  all.  They  took  them  out  with 
them  sometimes,  while  at  others  they  did  not. 
The  function  of  the  press  was  very  diverse  indeed 
as  it  applied  to  anglers.  There  was  the  press 
which  criticised  in  a  friendly  and  wholesome 
manner.  The  press  in  a  country  was  what  the 
people  of  that  country  like  to  make  it.  When  they 
had,  as  here,  a  God-fearing  people  they  had  a 
wholesome  press.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  angling 
press  compelled  them  to  toe  the  mark  of  veracity 
when  it  could  get  them  there.  Then  the  press 
upheld  their  privileges,  and  the  latter  they  cling  to 
very  much  because,  at  Common  Law,  their  rights 
■were  not  very  considerable,  but  a  precedent  was 
formed  if  possible,  and  upon  that  a  claim  to  a 
privilege  was  founded,  and  the  angling  press  brought 
the  force  of  public  opinion  to  bear  upon  the  ques- 
tion because,  as  they  knew,  the  angling  com- 
munity was  perhaps  the  most  virtuous  of  all 
sporting  bodies,  and  were  really  favoured  in  the 
estimation  of  their  fellow  -  citizens.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  by  the  aid  of  the  angling  press 
they  gained  and  maintained  many  privileges  they 
would  otherwise  have  to  whistle  for.  (Applause.) 
They  got  vigeful  information  from  the  angling  press 
in  the  "  Answers  to  Correspondents."  And  they 
had,  too,  the  descriptive  press.  If  they  read  an 
accomit  of  the  Epsom  Spring  Meeting  they  would 
find  ftrat  the  writer  attended  strictly  to  business. 
He  did  not  tell  them  about  the  lark  soaring  up  to 
heaven,  or  describe  the  kinds  of  grasses  and  plants 
composing  the  turf,  or  the  butterflies  he  saw  about. 
But  if  om'  angling  journalist  was  writing  of  a  day's 
outing,  and  was  a  clever  man,  he  would  give  such 
a  telling  account  of  it  that  if  one  had  been  there 
one  would  hardly  recognise  the  description.  They 
had  with  them  that  evening  a  very  rich  assortment 
of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  angling  press,  and 
it  was  his  privilege  to  associate  with  the  toast  two 
of  the  most  distinguished  amongst  angling  writers. 
The  first  was  their  evergreen  friend,  William  Senior 
(applause),  and  the  second,  a  very  eminent  man 
indeed  in  the  piscatorial  world,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 
(Applause.)  He  was  a  clever  man  with  a  facile 
pen,  and  he  was  proud  to  think  that  Mr.  Marston 
had  never  dipped  that  pen  in  gall,  but  had  always 
turned  his  printing-press  to  honest  purposes  and  to 
the  benefit  of  anglers.  (Loud  applause.)  He 
therefore,  with  great  pleasure,  gave  the  toast  of 
the  "  Press,"  coupled  with  the  names  of  the  editors 
of  the  Field  and  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  (Cheers.) 
The  toast  was  received  with  acclamation. 

Mr.  W.  Senior  said  he  had  to  thank  them, 
not  for  the  first  time  (and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
the  last),  on  behalf  of  the  Press  for  the  kind  manner 
in  which  the  toast  had  been  received.  He  did  not 
think  he  had  really  anything  he  could  say  about  the 
Press,  he  would  leave  that  to  his  friend  Marstou. 
(Applause.)  There  was  one  little  object-lesson 
which  came  under  his  observation  that  night. 
Mr.  Fred  Upton,  in  one  of  his  short  stories,  referred 
to  an  institution  for  the  cure  of  liars,  but  lie  had 
nothing  to  say  at  all  about  a  compartment  in  it 
where  the  fish  liars  were.  (Laughter.)  They  did 
not  know,  perhaps,  why  that  was — but  he  fancied 
he  saw  Mr.  Upton  with  his  eye  on  Mr.  Marston  the 
whole  while,  and  was  thinking  what  an  unkind 
thing  it  would  be  if  he  ventured  upon  any  allusion 
of  that  kind  in  the  presence  of  the  proprietor  and 
editor  of  a  real  fishing  paper — because  they  Icaew 
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perfectly  well  that  an  institution  for  the  euro  of 
liars  could  not  possibly  have  been  minus  a  compart- 
ment for  fishermen.     (Loud  laughter.)     It  had 
always  been  a  very  fortunate  thing  for  the  cause  of 
angling  at  large  that  there  had  ever  been  two  or 
three  men  connected  with  the  literature  of  it  who 
were  absolutely  enthusiastic  in  the  sport.    So  long 
as  he  could  remember  there  had  always  been  one 
or  two  of  those  enthusiasts.    They  had  seen  them 
at  their  festive  board,  but  the  place  that  knew  them 
once  now  knoweth  them  no  more.    Yet  there  were 
continually   some   coming   on   to  keep   up  the 
traditions  and  to  carry  on  what  was  really  a  useful 
work,  because  anything  that  stimulates,  anything 
that  encourages,  anything  that  takes  a  stand  on 
fair  play,  honesty  and  truth,  so  far  as  it  can  go, 
must  be  a  good  work.    He  (the  speaker)  had  done 
his  best  to  live  up  to  the  best  traditions  of  his 
predecessors,  and  he  hoped  that  when  the  time 
came  and  he  would  be  no  more  here  they  would 
still  have  his  much  younger  friend  Marston,  who  as 
long  as  he  had  anything  to  do  with  angling  literature 
would  caiTy  on  those  traditions,  keeping  a  high 
standard  and  trying  not  only  to  Uve  up  to  it  himself 
but  to  bring  all  his  readers  and  supporters  up  to  it 
also.    (Applause.)    In  the  course  of  a  long  press 
life  one  had  to  imdergo  many  experiences.  Great 
societies  grew  from  small  beginnings.    When  he 
first  came  to  London,  a  dinner  like  the  present, 
graced  by  the  presence  of  ladies,  would  have  been 
laughed  at.    Early  dinners  which  he  had  attended 
-  were  little  better  than  suppers,  and  very  good  and 
enjoyable  they  were.  If  a  man  turned  out  in  evening 
dress  he  would  have  been  hooted  out  of  the  place 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  sitting  down. 
Those  institutions  and  those  feasts  were  all  in  the 
fitness  of  things,  but  this  is  a  progressive  age. 
They  went  on  conquering  and  to  conquer,  and  that 
piscatorial   dinner  would   doubtless  ere  long  be 
presided  over  first  by  some  minor  member  of  the 
•  royal  family  and  ultimately  by   His  Gracious 
Majesty  himself.    (Laughter  and  applause.)  The 
Piscatorial  Society  was  now  one  of  the  high-class 
angling  societies  of  the  world.    It  was  not  because 
it  had  such  a  splendid  collection  of  fish  in  their 
salon,  and  waters  here,  there  and  everywhere,  but 
by  reason  of  the  high  tone  of  sport  which  had  been 
always  happily  maintained.    (Applause.)    In  the 
standard  they  aimed  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  set 
an  example  not  only  to  the  country  but  to  the 
whole   world.     He   congratulated  some   of  the 
members  on  the  acquisition  of  some  water  on  the 
Dee.  (Laughter.)   The  roach  pole  on  the  Uxbridge 
Colne  gave  place  to  trout  fishing  at  Newbury,  and 
the  latter  gave  place  to  fishing  for  the  lordly  salmon 
on  the  Dee.    (Applause.)    But  from  all  he  heard, 
the  results  might  prove  disastrous,  if  what  he  had 
been  informed  were  true.    He  was  told  that  the 
domestics  in  the  household  of  some  of  their  friends 
who  had  been   to   the  Dee   had  been  simply 
distracted.      The   demands    upon  oatcake  and 
porridge  had  been  great,  and  the  neighbours  had  to 
complain  of  the  too  severe  manner  in  which  the 
haggis  was   made.     (Laughter.)      Their  friends 
would  learn  more  about  this  when  they  had  been  a 
little  longer  on  the  Dee,  and  would  fall  very 
naturally  into  these  small  matters  of  cookery,  the 
right  notions  anent  whisky  having  been  learned 
long  ago.    (Loud  laughter.)    But  he  hoped  their 
friends  on  the  Dee  would  not  carry  the  thing  too 
far.    Already  he  noticed  that  their  friend  Bywaters 
spoke  with  a  brogue  which  they  might  almost  cut 
with  a  knife,  but  he  implored  Mrs.  Bywaters  not  to 
let  them  hate  the  painful  spectacle  next  year  of 
seeing  her  husband  appear  there  in  kilts.  (Loud 
laughter.) 

Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  also  responded.  He  said  that 
the  Chairman  had  made  a  remark  as  to  the  number 
of  times  the  Piscatorial  Society's  health  had  been 
drunk.  He  (the  speaker)  had  glanced  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  see  how  frequently  that  journal 
had  reported  the  society's  proceedings  in  one  way 
or  another,  and  he  estimated  it  had  done  so  more 
than  a  thousand  times.  (Applause.)  He  hoped  he 
would  live  to  give  them  in  the  futiu-e  reports  for 
more  than  another  thousand  times.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Senior  had  said  all  that  was  to  be  said  on  the 
question;  but  he  (the  speaker)  thought  he  could 
turn  the  tables  on  him  by  giving  them  a  short 
account  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  culled  from  the 
pages  of  the  Field  itself  long  before  any  ladies 
present  were  born.  (Laughter.)  The  members  of 
the  society  had  been  amongst  the  most  successful 
fly  fishers  ever  known.  A  notable  take  made  in 
1867  by  a  fly  fishing  member  was  twelve  brace  of 


trout,  in  the  perfection  of  condition,  caught  at  the 
end  of  August  with  the  fly,  at  Whitchurch,  on  the 
Test,  weighing  371b.,  or  an  average  of  more  than 
l^lb.  each.     The  member  was  Mr.  Haydon,  of 
Bethlehem  Hospital.    At  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
society  in  Feb.  1868,  among  those  present  were 
Mr.  Augustus  Brown  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  Eolfe,  the 
great  fish   painter,  who   offered  another  of  his 
pictures  as  a  prize.    Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs  proposed  the 
health  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Parson.    Mr.  Greville 
Fennell,  author  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Eoach,"  etc., 
replied  for  the  visitors,  and  Mr.  Francis  Francis, 
of  the  Field,  replied  to  the  toast  of  the  Press, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gillat,  who  took  occcasion  to  pass 
a  warm  eulogy  on  the  Field  and  the  influence 
which  the  sports  it  so  well  advocated  exercised 
upon  the  national   character.     Mr.  Lukyn,  the 
great  Thames  trout  killer,  was  also  present.  Mr. 
Lukyn,  he  believed,  always   killed   his   fish  by 
spinning,  and  probably  no  one  ever  killed  more  or 
finer  trout  than  he  did.     This  dinner  was  also 
noteworthy  from  the  fact  that  more  than  twenty 
speeches  were   made!     How  they  got  through 
them  all  one  cannot  imagine.    At  another  annual 
dinner  Frank  Buckland  was  present,  and  offered  to 
make  a  cast  of  the  largest  salmon  he  could  get  if 
Eolfe  would  paint  it,  and  then  they  would  present 
it  to  be  fished  for  by  the  society.    This  must  be 
the  splendid  cast  made  by  Frank  Buckland  and 
painted  by  Eolfe  which  is  now  in  the  Buckland 
M:useum.    The  Piscatorial  Society  ought  to  claim 
it  before  the  museum  is  distributed.    He  would 
like  to  say  one  word  on  an  important  subject,  and 
one  which  was  of  gi-eat  interest  to  them  all — the 
question  of  having  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scot- 
land.   Many  members  fished  Loch  Leven  in  the 
competitions  there.    Now  they  had  been  trying  in 
Scotland  for  many  years  to  get  a  close  time  for 
trout,  and  he,  with  Mr.  Senior,  had  been  asked  to 
do  all  they  could  to  get  members  of  Parliament  to 
support  a  bill  which  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  had 
brought  forward  in  order  that  there  should  be  a 
close  time  in  that  country.    They  could  help  by 
writing  to  their  members  and  asking  them  to  vote 
in  favour  of  it.    The  bill  was  to  have  come  on  that 
evening,  but  the  question  of  supply  would  doubtless 
have  crowded  it  out,  and  it  may  be  some  weeks 
before  it  comes  on.    In  the  meantime  pressure 
could  be  brought  to  bear,  and  he  hoped  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  would  do  what  they  could  to  aid  the 
good  object  in  view.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Thomas  proposed  the  "Ladies  and  the 
Visitors."  He  said  that  he  did  not  care  about 
ladies  going  in  for  women's  rights  and  that  kind  of 
thing,  nor  would  he  like  to  see  them  Members  of 
Parliament.  But  they  might  become,  as  many 
indeed  were,  anglers.  It  was  better  than  cycling 
or  golfing  or  anything  else.  Ladies  could  indulge 
in  this  delightful  amusement,  and  even  kill  salmon, 
as  several  had  been  known  to  do.  As  to  the 
visitors,  they  had  with  them  their  friend  Hardy,  of 
Alnwick.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  think  that  they  had 
brother  anglers  the  world  over,  and  all  about  the 
country,  to  come  amongst  them  and  chat  on  fishing 
matters  and  enjoy  the  society's  hospitality.  They 
rejoiced  to  see  their  friends  ^vith  them,  and  he 
could  assm-e  them,  in  the  name  of  the  president 
and  the  committee,  that  they  held  out  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  them,  hoping  that  for  many 
years  they  might  reciprocate  the  splendid  feeling  of 
friendship  and  brotherhood  which  existed.  The 
toast  was  cordially  drunlj. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  returned  thanks  for  the  ladies. 
Fishermen  owed  much  to  the  fair  sex.  Indeed,  he 
was  not  sure  that  the  society  would  flourish  as  it 
did  if  it  were  not,  to  a  large  extent,  that  the  ladies 
helped  them  indirectly.  They  were  not  the  principal 
actors,  but  were  aiders  and  abettors  in  a  strong 
degree.  If  they  went  fishing  their  things  were 
looked  after  by  the  ladies  of  the  household.  They 
were  asked  if  they  had  all  they  wanted— pipe, 
tobacco,  matches,  net,  and,  above  all,  the  flask.' 
(Laughter.)  Ladies  did  much  for  them  in  many 
ways.  If  they  were  successful  in  their  sport  they 
were  glad,  and  if  they  had  been  unsuccessful  they 
gave  them  sj-mpathy.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  Philipson,  the  secretary  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  replied  for  the  visitors.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  said  that  in  his 
journeyings  up  and  down  the  river  he  had  come 
across  many  anglers,  and  the  one  thing  he  most 
admired  about  them  was  their  infinite  patience. 
As  far  as  his  own  connection  with  the  Lower 
Thames  was  concerned,  he  recognised  fullv  the 
need  of  preserving  the  fisheries.    He  had  always 


felt  that  netting  in  a  river  preserved  and  stocked 
for  angling  must  be  disastrous,  and  should  there- 
fore be  stopped  at  all  costs.  His  efforts  in  this 
direction,  he  was  happy  to  say,  had  not  been  with- 
out results,  as  the  Conservators,  instead  of  granting, 
as  they  might  do  as  a  matter  of  course,  any  applica- 
tion to  use  nets  in  the  tidal  parts  of  the  river,  have 
made  it  a  practice  to  refuse  them.  (Applause.) 
He,  personally,  would  always  do  his  best  for  anglers, 
as,  though  not  one  himself,  he  took  great  interest 
in  the  sport.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  C.  Blundell  gave  the  Chairman.  He 
bore  testimony  to  the  good  work  done  by  Mr.  C. 
H.  Bywaters  on  behalf  of  the  society,  and  to  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  members. 
He  was  no  butterfly  angler,  but  a  capable  and 
true  sportsman,  excelling  in  every  branch  of  the 
art.  His  labours  for  the  society  were  great.  They 
were  conducted  with  no  show  of  ostentation,  but 
in  a  quiet  and  unassuining  manner.  Only  just 
recently  the  society  had,  mainly  through  the  efforts 
of  their  chairman,  secured  for  the  members  a  piece 
of  the  Lambourne  river  at  Newbury,  and  he  was 
sure  they  would  drink  a  bmnper  to  his  health. 
(Applause.)    The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  gusto. 

The  Chairman  briefly  replied,  and  gave  the  health 
of  the  Vice-Chairman. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Blundell  suitably  responded,  and  the 
pleasant  evening  came  to  a  close  at  midnight. 

A  word  of  thanks  is  due  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
for  the  unique  menu  card  and  programme  he  had 
prepared  specially  for  the  occasion,  whichr  waa 
admired  by  all. 

A  capital  selection  of  music  was  given  during 
the  evening  by  the  following  artistes  :  Miss  Ethel 
Bevans,  Messrs.  Eichard  Green,  Wilson  .Tames, 
Barclay  Gammon,  and  W.  Fennings.  Mr.  Fred 
Upton  also  gave  some  of  his  incomparable  anec- 
dotes. Mr.  Sinclair  Mantel  accompanied  with  his 
accustomed  ability. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 


Annual  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  12,  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street.  There  weve 
brought  together  to  assist  at  this  yearly  social 
function  plenty  of  good  men  and  true,'^good  anglers 
and  good  friends.  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  presided.  The 
dinner  was  imexceptionable,  both  as  regarded  quality 
and  quantity,  and  the  artistes  who  discoursed 
sweet  music  at  intervals  dm-ing  the  evening  desei-\'e 
a  word  of  praise  for  the  admirable  rendering  of  the 
exceedingly  well  selected  programme  presented. 
At  the  close  of  the  repast. 

The  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of  "The  King, 
Queen,  and  Eoyal  Family."  He  said  that  they 
were  glad  to  know  that  although  the  King  was  not 
a  very  great  salmon  fisherman,  yet  he  had  caught 
salmon,  and  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  a  few  evenings 
since  Mr.  Senior  and  others  told  them  that  her 
Majesty  was  a  splendid  salmon  angler  and  would 
always  remain  so.  They  were  also  glad  to  know 
that  the  Duke  of  York,  the  future  Prince  of  Wales, 
was  a  very  good  salmon  fisher.  Therefore,  in 
giving  the  toast  lie  had  to  offer,  he  was  sure  that  it 
would  be  drank  with  the  enthusiasm  \\-ith  which 
anglers  always  receive  the  loyal  toast.  (Applause.) 

The  sentiment  w&s  warmly  responded  to. 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  "  The  Gresham 
Angling  Society  and  Officers."  He  said-that  he 
believed  the  first  annoimcement  in  connection  ^ith 
the  society  which  was  ever  printed  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  it 
was  to  the  following  effect :  "Our  readers  will  be 
glad  to  leam  that  a  new  high-class  angliag  society 
is  in  course  of  formation,  designed  specially  to 
meet  the  requii'ements  of  city  and  mercantile  men. 
An  influential  committee  has  been  secured,  and  a 
large  number  of  members  already  enrolled.  It  is 
but  needful  to  add  that  the  society  not  only 
proposes  to  rent  and  stock  water,  but  to  discourage 
the  taking  of  small  fish,  and  to  disseminate  useful 
information — to  secure  the  good  wishes  of  all 
anglers  for  its  permanent  success."  (Applause.) 
He  was  certain  that  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
had  well  deserved  the  success  which  it  had 
achieved.  It  had  can-ied  out,  too,  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  established  in  many  respects  quite 
as  well  as  any  older  society.  He  thought  that 
there  was  only  one  other  big  society  which  had 
such  capital  fishing  waters  as  the  Gresham.  The 
had  got  a  bit  of  trout  water  on  one  of  the  mo 


182 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


March  16,  1901 


celebrated  rivers  in  England — the  Chess.    He  had 
never  seen  it  himself,  but  had  been  told  that  it 
contained  a  great  many  line  trout.    He  had  been 
asking  whether  they  had  any  stuffed  specimens 
caught  there,  but  he  \mderstood  that,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  they  had  been  far  too  modest 
to  have  any  preserved  and  put  on  the  walls,  still 
he  hoped  that,  now  that  they  had  got  into  their  new 
quai-ters,  when  they  caught  a  decent  specimen  they 
would  preserve  it  and  have  it  hung  up  to  show  what 
the  Chess  would  yield.    He  had  been  asked  by  a 
member  recently  whether  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  society  to  put  rainbow  trout  into  its  waters.  Now, 
when  the  question  was  first  mooted  as  to  intro- 
ducing that  fish  into  this  country,  he  said  that  they 
ought  to  be  very  careful  how  they  put  it  into  their 
rivers,  because  they  knew  it  was  an  American  fish, 
and  the  only  experience  they  had  previously  had 
with  fish  from  America  had  been  anything  but 
successful.    Many  thousands  of  pounds  had  been 
spent  in  endeavouring  to  stock  English  waters  with 
Fontinalis,  but  he  did  not  know  of  any  case  in  this 
country,  except,  perhaps,  in  a  very  few  lakes,  where 
they  did  any  good  at  all.     Some  doubtless  went 
back  to  their  own  country.    Eainbows  were  un- 
doubtedly very  beautiful  fish,  and  if  they  would 
only  stay  in  the  rivers  where  they  were  placed  they 
would  afford  good  sport.    Another  thing  in  connec- 
tion with  rainbows  was  that  when  first  introduced 
years  ago  they  spawned  much  later  than  owe  own 
trout,  but  now  they  were  coming  to  do  the  thing  at 
the  same  time.    They  could  not,  he  supposed,  help 
themselves ;  they  took  the  example  from  our  own 
trout.     As  to  crossing  them  with  the  common 
brown  trout,  he  believed  that  this  could  be  done, 
and  if  so  the  progeny  might  be  the  finest  fish  in 
the  world.    But  if  they  proposed  to  put  fish 
in  their  waters  he  strongly  advised  them  to  stick 
to  the  old  brown  trout  of  England,  which  was  made 
famous  by  Izaak  Walton,  and  had  been  spoken  of  by 
all  writers  as  the  trout  which  had  made  trout  fishing 
and  fly  fishing  the  popular  feature  it  was  for  all  sports  - 
men.  If  they  were  going  to  put  fish  in  they  wanted  to 
know  whether  it  would  succeed.    They  knew  the 
brown  trout  would  do  so,  and  there  was  nothing 
better  than  that  for  their  waters.    The  Gresham 
Society  had  also  fishing  in  Hertfordshire,  and  it  was 
a  good  thing  for  a  club  to  have  waters  of  that  kind. 
He   belonged  to  the   Fly   Fishers'   Club,  with 
Mr.  Senior  and  other  gentlemen,  and  they  had  been 
asked  to  see  if  the  Fly  Fishers  could  not  get  water 
of  their  own.    But  the  members  of  that  club  were 
scattered  all  over  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  so 
that  if  they  took  water  in  Hampshire  there  would 
be  a  terrible  row  from  the  fellows  in  the  north.  If 
they  had  a  river  up  there  there  would  be  a  row 
from  the  men  in  the  south,  so  that  they  had  wisely 
decided  that  ;they  would  not  be  able  to  follow  the 
very  good  example  in  that  respect  of  the  Gresham 
Society.   It  had  been  the  custom  for  years  for  papers 
to  be  read  and  discussions  had  at  the  weekly  meet- 
ings of  the  club  ;  that  had  always  been  a  strong  point 
with  them.    He  did  not  know  whether  they  had 
now,  as  they  used  to  have,  the  papers  printed 
and  distributed  to  the  world.    If  not,  and  they 
could  see  their  way  to  do  so  "in  the  future,  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  angling  community 
generally.    Papers  which  had  been  published  by 
the  society  had  been  very  much  appreciated,  and 
as  they  had  got  into  their  comfortable  new  quarters 
they  should  consider  the  matter.    He  remembered 
in  about  1883  an  American  gentleman  came  over 
to  this  country  who  wanted  to  introduce  the  black 
bass,  and  promised  to  read  a  paper  upon  it  to  the 
Gresham  Society.    He  (the  speaker)  introduced 
him,  but  at  the  last  moment  he  telegraphed  to  say 
that  he  could  not  come.    He  (Mr.  Marston)  took 
his  place,  and  read  a  paper  on  the  black  bass  to 
the  Greshamites,  although  he  did  not  suppose  he 
knew  much  more  about  it  than  any  other  of  their 
members.    One  thing  the  American  gentleman  said 
about  it  was  that  when  it  took  the  fly  they  could 
hear  its  jaw  flap  a  hundred  yards  off.    With  the 
late   Marquis   of  Exeter  and  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen  he   had   sent  to  America  for  black 
bass,  and  they  got   a   few  fish   over,   but  the 
greater  part  was  lost  in  the  Atlantic  in  a  storm 
through  being  washed  out  of  the  tank  in  which 
they  were  placed  on  deck.    He  had  about  twenty- 
five  fish,  and  they  cost  him  £1  each.    He  put  them 
in  a  piece  of  water  which  had  pike  in  it,  as  the 
American  gentleman  told  him  that  the  black  bass 
was  able  to  hold  its  own  against  pike,  but  the  latter 
soon  finished  them  off.    Since  then  he  had  heard 
that  the  American  black  bass  had  been  acclimatized 


in  Germany  very  successfully.  If,  therefore,  they 
were  thinking  of  having  a  paper  read  during  the 
spring  they  might  consider  the  question  whether 
they  might  not  try  to  introduce  black  bass  in  some 
waters  here.  It  was  a  magnificent  fish  for  sport, 
far  better  than  any  coarse  fish  they  had.  They 
were  good,  too,  for  the  table,  and  as  they  could  get 
them  over  from  Germany  very  easily,  he  strongly 
recommended  the  society  to  consider  whether,  if 
they  had  a  suitable  piece  of  water,  they  might  not 
try  the  experiment  and  put  in  black  bass.  He 
would  be  glad  to  get  the  fish  over  for  them. 
Another  great  point  in  connection  with  the  society 
was  the  great  interest  they  took  in  sea  fishing. 
He  believed  that  they  had  a  splendid  yacht  down 
on  the  coast.  (Laughter.)  He  had  never  seen  it, 
but  he  knew  that  the  Gresham  had  always  taken  a 
great  interest  in  rod  and  line  fishing  in  the  sea. 
It  was,  he  believed,  the  pioneer  club  to  go  in  for 
really  scientific  rod  and  line  fishing  in  the  ocean. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  they  had  recently  estab- 
lished a  new  limit,  below  which  they  did  not  take 
sea  fish.  (Applause.)  That  was  a  very  good  thing 
indeed,  especially  as  they  were,  he  thought,  the 
only  club  which  had  a  limit.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  British  Sea  Angleis'  Society  had.  (A 
voice.  No.)  Then  that  was  a  point  in  their  favour. 
He  would  only  add  that  he  wished  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  every  success  in  the  future,  and 
he  would  couple  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  W. 
Marshall,  one  of  the  officers.  They  all  owed  hearty 
thanks  to  their  officials  for  the  capital  way  in  which 
they  had  done  their  work.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm, 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  replied.  He  said  that  the 
toast  had  been  proposed  by  the  Chairman  in  ex- 
haustive terms.  He  had  gone  fully  into  the  club's 
history.  All  were  obliged  to  Mr.  Marston  for  his 
remarks.  The  suggestions,  too,  which  he  had 
made  would  be  duly  weighed  by  the  members.  As 
to  stocking  their  waters,  they  were  hardly  large 
enough  to  put  in  such  a  ferocious  fish  as  he  imder- 
stood  the  black  bass  was.  The  idea  was  romantic 
and  more  than  they  could  attempt.  They  had 
gone  to  considerable  expense  in  putting  in  trout 
and  coarse  fish,  and  would  hardly  IDte  to  have  bass 
introduced  to  destroy  the  former.  (The  Chairman  : 
I  did  not  mean  that  you  should  put  them  into  a 
trout  stream.)  They  had  all  drunk  most  cordially 
and  enthusiastically  the  health  of  the  society,  and 
he  trusted  that  some  of  those  cheers  with  which 
the  toast  had  been  received  also  represented  their 
feelings  towards  the  officers  of  the  society.  He 
believed  the  latter  had  done  the  best  thing  possible, 
and  under  all  circumstances,  to  keep  the  club 
going  and  place  it  in  a  flourishing  and  satisfactory 
position.  (Applause.)  In  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased expenditure  they  had  been  put  to  in  renting 
the  fresh  water  at  Chesham — of  which  they  had 
heard,  although  they  did  not  make  sufficient  of  it 
in  the  report — they  were  such  a  modest  society, 
and  did  not  attempt  to  advertise  themselves — how- 
ever, the  committee  have  taken  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  very  shortly  they  would  have  to 
modify  or  increase  their  subscription  in  some  way 
to  pay  for  this  extra  water  and  the  expense  of 
stocking  and  maintaining  the  waters,  which  it  is 
necessary  they  should  do  if  they  wished  to  keep 
up  the  benefits  of  the  society  in  that  respect  for  its 
members.  A  special  general  meeting  would  be 
shortly  called  to  consider  the  question,  and  he 
hoped  members  generally  would  support  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  recommendations  offered.  It 
would  undoubtedly  be  for  the  good  of  the  club  and 
for  the  future  benefit  and  success  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society.  (Applause.)  The  society  had 
always  been  to  the  fore  in  encouraging  in  every 
sense  the  highest  phase  of  sport,  and  had  every 
desire  to  increase  and  promote  the  true  interests  of 
the  sport  of  angling.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  explained  that  he  meant  to  urge, 
in  connection  with  putting  in  black  bass,  that  they 
should  be  introduced  in  water  not  good  enough  for 
trout  or  coarse  fish.  He  thought  the  Gresham  had 
lots  of  water  all  over  the  place,  and  could  pick  out 
a  piece  which  would  answer  the  description  he  had 
given. 

Major  C.  Wallington  gave  the  toast  of  "  The 
Press."  He  asked  them  to  imagine  that  he  had 
said  all  sorts  of  good  things  about  the  Press,  its 
value  and  work,  and  that  he  had  come  to  the  end 
of  his  remarks.  (Laughter.)  So  that  he  would 
merely  add  that,  honoured  by  the  presence  of  three 
influential  members  of  the  fishing  Press  whom  they  j 


were  glad  to  see— their  Chairman,  who  had  presided 
so  ably  over  them  (applause) ;  Mr.  W.  Senior,  of 
the  Field ;  and  Mr.  Matthews,  of  the  Angling  News 
—as  anglers  they  were  much  mdebted  to  the  Press, 
not  only  for  the  infonnation  and  encouragement 
they  had  in  their  columns,  information  as  to  the 
best  spots  to  fish  and  the  best  manner  to  do  so, 
but  also  for  the  advertisements,  from  which  they 
learned  a  good  deal  as  to  modern  tackle  and  so 
forth.    He  congratulated  the  society  on  having  the 
gentlemen  named,  with  other  Press  men,  amongst 
them,  and  coupled  the  toast  with  the  name  of  the 
editor  of  the  Field,  Mr.  W.  Senior.  (Applause.) 
The  toast  was  very  cordially  drunk. 
Mr.  W.  Senior,  in  replying,  said  that  the  angling 
press,  as  they  knew,  aimed  at  representing  the  best 
interests  of  anglers  (hear,  hear)  and  of  the  sport  to 
which  they  were  devoted,  and  if  that  press  did  not 
always  do  it  exactly  as  they  would  like  it  was  not 
because  it  had  not  the  best  intentions.  Accidents 
will  happen  in  the  best  regulated  families.  The 
one  point  to  aim  at  was  this  :  anglers  should  help 
their  press  if  they  expect  their  press  to  help  them. 
(Applause.)    He  would  like  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
introduction  of  foreign  fish  into  English  waters. 
His  friend  in  the  chair  had  suggested  putting  in 
black  bass.    He  knew  precisely  what  his  ideas  were 
upon  the  point,  and  he  would  be  the  last  man  in 
the  world  to  suggest  introducing  fishes  of  which 
they  knew  nothing,  especially  a  predatory  fish,  into 
their  waters  containing,  trout,  nor  into  any  British 
waters  which  held  British  indigenous  fish,  down 
even  to  the  humble  gudgeon.    He  said  let  them 
alone,  and  do  not,  for  hea-ven's  sake,  introduce  any 
fish  amongst  them  which  might  possiby  destroy 
them.    All  their  efforts  at  acclimatising  foreign 
fish  had  been,  so  far  as  they  knew,  failures.  The 
fish  in  our  waters  are  the  fish  Izaak  Walton  angled 
for.    He  did  not  thinli  that  there  had  been  a  single 
new  fish  they  knew  of  introduced  into  their  British 
waters  except  the  grayling,  and  it  was  even  doubtful 
whether  that  was  not  one  of  the  indigenous  species 
of  British  fishes.    An  attempt  was  made,  and,  as 
he.  thought,  a  very  silly  one,  to  introduce  the  Slj- 
Siluris.    Some  were  turned  into,  he  thouglit,  the 
Colchester  Stour,  and  a  friend  of  his,  at  Langham 
Hall,  had  a  stuffed  specimen  of  one  of  the  mysterious 
monsters,  which  was  netted  out  from  a  pool  there. 
In  the  course  of  years  it  was  discovered  that  it  was 
one  of  the  fish  which  had  been  turned  in  as  an 
experiment.     The  Marquis  of  Lome  as  he  was 
then,  the  Duke  of  Argyll  as  he  is  now,  had  a 
number  of  white  fish  brought  over  from  the  United 
States.    That  fish  never  was  a  sporting  fish.  It 
was  never  caught  by  any  angler  one  ever  heard  of  in 
the  United  States,  any  more  than  the  pollan  has 
been  caught  by  anglers  in  Irish  waters,  or  other 
waters  where  they  may  be.    The  white  fish  were 
put  into  some  Highland  lochs  which  were  supposed 
to  be  suitable  for  them.    That  must  have  been 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  but  he  had  never  heard 
a  word  as  to  what  happened  to  them — no  one 
attempted,  probably,  to  see  whether  they  were 
alive  or  dead,  or  had  turned  into  some  other  fish. 
Then  there  was  the  very  black  bass  Mr.  Marston 
had    heard    described    as    being    a  dangerous 
customer  for  the  pike.     They  might  take  that 
statement  for  what  it  was  worth,  but  if  they  would 
compare  the  teeth  of  the  two  fish,  he  wovdd,  if  he 
were  a  betting  man,  back  the  pike  for  all  he  was 
worth  against  any  number  of  black  bass  which 
might  be  brought  against  it.   The  black  bass  was  a 
voracious  predatory  beggar,  and  he  wculd  not  intro- 
duce it  imder  any  circumstance  in  any  water  in  which 
there  were  roach  or  dace  or  chub.  Of  course,  not  in  a 
trout  stream,  that  went  without  saying.  They 
knew  what  they  had  got,  but  not  the  evils  to  which 
they  might  fly  if  they  introduced  a  rapacious  fish 
like  the  black  bass.    Mr.  Marston  had  mentioned 
that  he  put  black  bass  into  his  lake,  and  that  the 
pike  might  have  had  them,  or  they  might  have 
melted  into  thin  air  by  some  mysterious  operation 
of  nature  of  which  they  knew  nothing.    The  Mar- 
quis of  Exeter  stocked  a  large  lake  with  it,  and  they 
heard  of  the  matter  fi-om  time  to  time  in  the 
angling  press,  the  natural  truthfulness  of  which 
had  passed  into  a  stock  proverb.  Where  were  those 
black    bass    now  ?      (Laughter.)     Before  they 
attempted  to  do  anything  with  black  bass  they 
should  write  to  Mr.  Silk  and  ask  him  to  tell  the 
exact  truth  about  the  black  bass  put  into  the  lake 
at  Burleigh.    He  believed,  though  they  were  intro- 
duced some  years  ago,  that  some  of  them  still 
lingered  on,  having  a  miserable  existence,  and  not 
rising  to  the  fly,  showing  no  sport  at  the  top  of  the 
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water  at  any  time,  but  succumbing  ignobly 
occasionally  to  a  surreptitious  lobworm.  If 
tbey  wanted  to  try  black  bass  let  them  go 
and  ask  the  Coimty  Council,  whose  masters  they 
were  if  they  only  knew  it  (laughter),  to  grant  them 
a  lease  for  a  certain  time  of  some  of  their  reservons 
or  lakes  which  have  no  communication  with  other 
waters.  Let  them  be  cleared  out,  and  then  put  in 
the  black  bass  and  wait  results,  but  until  they 
knew  exactly  what  it  was,  he  begged  the  society 
not  to  flirt  with  it.  (Applause.)  He  thanked  the 
company  again  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
received  the  mention  of  the  Press. 

Mr.  Geo.  Girling  gave  "  The  Guests."    He  said 
that  the  society  encouraged  visitors  to  their  weekly 
meetings,  and  hoped  that   they  obtained  oiuch 
mental  enjoyment  in  listening  to  the  chai-acteristic 
papers  fi-equently  read  there,  and  the  reminiscences 
given.    He  tendered  to  the  guests  amongst  them, 
on  behalf  of  the  society,  the  heartiest  and  most 
cordial  greeting.    He  was  himself  a  guest  at  one  of 
the  dinners  some  years  ago,  but  soon  felt  it  his 
duty  to  join  so  honourable  a  body  as  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society.    (Applause.)    He  trusted  too  that 
many  of  the  visitors  present  would  next  year  take 
part  in  the  annual  festivities  in  the  roles  of  members 
uastead  of  guests.    They  had  with  them  several 
mfluential  \isitors,  including  Mr.  Chatterton,  whom 
they  knew  so  well,  and  who  he  would  ask  to 
respond  to  the  toast.  (Applause.) 
The  toast  having  been  drunk, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton  replied.    He  said  it  was 
not  the  first  time  he  had  been  present  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  society  as  a  visitor,  and  he  could 
safely  say  that  no  club  could  beat  the  Gresham  in 
its  manifestation  and  hospitality.    He  was  glad  to 
be  a  guest  of  such  a  prosperous  and  progressive 
societj'. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  in  an  entertaining  speech  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  the  Chairman.  The  name  of 
Kobert  B.  Marston,  or  as  they  familiarly  railed 
hun  "  R.  B.  M.,"  was  one  loved  of  the  Gresham, 
and  no  words  he  could  say  could  enhance  -the 
charm  which  surrounded  the  Chan-man's  name.  It 
was  a  name  known  by  all  of  them,  and  one  honoured 
and  respected  wherever  the  Kmg's  English  is 
spoken.  (Applause.)  Why  this  universal  respect  ? 
He  (the  speaker)  could  tell  them  many  reasons,  but 
tune  would  not  permit.  He  would  merely  say  that 
Mr.  Marston  had  sown  many  seeds  of  kindness  in 
the  garden  of  goodwill  and  philanthropy,  and  they 
had  blossomed  and  grown  into  a  harvest  of 
gi-atitude  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
(Loud  applause.) 

The  toast  was  accorded  musical  honours. 
The   Chairman   thanked  them  for  the  extra- 
ordinarily kind  way  in  which  they  had  drunk  the 
toast  of  his  health,  but  he  hoped  that  they  did 
not  believe  aU  the  good  things  Mr.  Emery  had 
said  of  him.    He  had  known  Mr.  Emery  for  a 
gi-eat  many  years,  and  they  ought  to  be  proud  of 
hun  as  a  member  of  then-  club.    He  did  not  believe 
there  wg-s  a  better  fisherman  in  England.  He 
never  saw  a  man  cast  from  the  Nottingham  reel  as 
Mr.  Emery  did,  and  he  had  made  a  record  for  the 
whole  world  in   castmg    which    not   even  the 
Yankees  can  beat.  _  (Hear,  hear.)    He  believed  he 
had  got  it  m  his  mind  to  make  a  reel  which 
would  cast  round  the  globe,  he  was  going  to  say 
(Laughter.)     He  did  not  think  -he  would  have 
raised  such  a  hornet's  nest  about  his  ears  by  refer- 
ring to  black  bass.    He  never  intended  for  a  suigle 
moment  that  the  "  beastly  "  fish  flaughter)  should 
be  put  into  then-  trout  water.    He  thought  that 
they  had  got  all  sorts  of  waters,  and  some  with 
nothmg  m  them  (more  laughter),  and  that  thev 
could  put  black  bass  in  there.    They  would  find 
that  it  was  the  gamest  fish  in  the  world:  their 
wives  would  say  that  it  was  the  best  fish  to  cook 
and  eat,  and  they  would  thank  him  in  some  years' 
time  for  recommending  that  they  should  introduce  it 
Then  his  friend  Mr.  Senior  got  up  and  "downed" 
hun  (laughter),  at  whichjhe  was  just  a  little  amused 
tor  that  gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  that  he 
never  proposed  that  black  bass  should  be  planted 
in  a  water  amongst  trout !    But  there  were  two 
kmds  of  black  bass,  one  with  a  small  and  the  other 
with  a  big  mouth.     They  tried  the  wrong  one 
previously,  and  if  the  Gresham  ultimately  put  m 
any  mto  their  water  they  should  be  careful  to  see 
that  they  had  the  right  variety.    In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Marston  appealed  to  them  to  support  the 
attempt  to  get  from  the  Government  of  the  country 
a  Bill  to  preserve  trout  during  the  close  time  in 
bcotland.  (Applause.) 


The  National  Anthem  having  been  sung,  the 
company  separated. 

The  artistes  who  sang,  etc.,  during  the  evening 
were  Messrs.  Gilbert  Lockyer,  E.  J.  Moull,  CyrU 
Flamsteed,  Pelham  Wilkes,  and  the  Guildhall  Glee 
Singers,  which  last-named  were  particularly  good, 
the  accompanist  being  Mr.  C.  J.  Payne  Woods. 


THE  TENTH  ANNUAL  EISHEEIES 
EXHIBITION  AT  THE  EOYAL 
AQUAEIUM. 


I  TAKE  the  heading  of  these  notes  from  the 
official  catalogue,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
exhibition,  although  excellent  in  qualitj',  is  limited 
to  three  or  four  firms ;  indeed,  the  only  actual 
fishing-tackle  firms  which  have  exhibits  are : — 
Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  Mr. 
David  Slater,  and  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford. 

One  advantage  of  the  exhibition  being  small,  as 
compared  with  some  previous  ones,  is  that  the 
visitor  is  not  bewildered  by  a  multiplicity  of 
exhibits,  and  can  concentrate  his  attention  on  the 
very  fine  and  up-to-date  shows  made  by  the  firms 
in  question. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers. 
It  reaUy  is  worth  a  visit  to  the  Aquarium  merely 
to  see  the  brace  of  splendid  New  Zealand  trout 
exhibited  by  Messrs.  Hardy  as  a  central  attraction 
in  their  great  show.  There  is  nothing  strikingly 
novel  here,  or  anywhere  else,  the  fact  is  there  is 
not  a  great  deal  of  room  for  great  improvements ; 
we- shall  have  to  be  satisfied  with  improvements  in 
detail,  and  these  Messrs.  Hardy  are  constantly 
making.  Next  week  I  may  give  some  illustrations 
of  these  and  other  novelties,  including  Messrs. 
Hardy's  "  New  Design  for  carrying  the  Telescopic 
Gaff,"  which  every  one  who  uses  a  gaff  of  this  kind 
ought  to  see.  Mr.  Emery  has  got  Messrs.  Hardy 
to  do  away  with  the  bars  in  then-  Silex  reel  and 
make  it  as  much  lil^e  an  ordinary  Nottingham 
as  may  be  while  retaining  some  of  the  valuable 
features  of  the  beautiful  "Silex"  which,  in  its 
different  forms,  is  in  such  request  that  orders  have 
to  wait  their  turn  for  execution. 

Dry  Fly  anglers  should  see  the  two-year-old 
"Corona"  reel  lines — it  takes  just  two  years  to 
get  them  to  perfection — to  mature,  in  fact.  The 
"Beart"  big  salmon  landing  net  has  been  again 
improved,  and  is.  now  made  so  that  it  will  fold  up 
to  go  with  rods.  All  kelts  ought  to  be  landed  with 
such  a  net  as  this. 

Mr.  Hardy  tells  me  it  is  more  and  more  difficult 
to  get  the  best  kinds  of  sahnon  gut,  and  that  the 
price  is  boimd  to  go  up.  I  have  before  called 
attention  to  the  very  full  catalogue,  in  French, 
which  Messrs.  Hardy  publish,  and  this,  as  well 
as  their  fine  English  one,  can  be  had  free  on 
application. 

A  great  variety  of  the  firm's  work  is  shown  in 
steel-centred  cane-built  rods  and  cane-built  rods 
without  steel  centre — "  Alnwick,"  greenheart,  and 
others.  Most  of  these  are  fitted  with  Messrs. 
Hardy's  patented  appliances,  such  as  lockfast 
joints,  "Bridge"  rings,  reversible  spear  and 
button,  etc. 

These  rods  embrace  everything,  from  a  foui'- 
ounce  cane-built  ladies'  rod  for  brook  trout,  to  the 
twenty-foot  cane-built  steel-centre  salmon  rod 
with  which  the  late  Wilfred  Kennedy,  Esq.,  killed 
the  largest  salmon  ever  taken  wth  rod  and  line 
(this  was  on  the  Aora,  in  Norway,  three  years  ago), 
and  the  fish  weighed  721b. 

Notable  among  the  salmon  rods  is  a  new  nine 
section  cane  built  rod  fitted  with  all  improvements, 
double  built  steel  centre,  and  patented  joints 
called  the  quadruple  grip  "  Lloyd"  lockfast  joints. 
These  joints  are  easily  manipulated  and  absolutely 
secure. 

Another  tj'pe,  the  "  Champion,"  is  shown.  This 
rod  is  made  17  feet  and  17  feet  9  inches  in  length, 
and  is  double  built  with  steel  centre. 

Among  standard  favourite  patterns  may  be  men- 
tioned the  16ft.  "  Hi  Eegan "  salmon  rod,  suited 
for  almost  any  water,  not  too  long,  and  weighing 
only  32oz.,  but  of  great  power.  Hundreds  of  these 
are  in  use  and  give  great  satisfaction.  "  Hi  Eegan  " 
is  the  nom  de  plume  of  Captain  Dunn  (editor  of 
"  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland  "),  a  rare  old 
sportsman,  for  whom  the  rod  was  originally 
designed.  Price,  ^10.  Special  ladies'  sahnon  rods, " 
16ft.  and  15ft.  lengths,  are  also  on  %dew. 


The  "  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's "  general  rod 
was  designed  as  a  small  salmon  rod.  It  is  14ft. 
long,  and  has  also,  besides  its  two  fly  tops,  one  for 
spinning  and  prawning  and  another  for  trolling. 
In  sea  rods  a  nice  lot  are  shown,  including  the 
"Fame,"  "  Bickerdyke,"  and  others,  fitted  with 
Messrs.  Hardy's  "Hope "pulley  rings,  etc.  Also 
a  splendid  lot  of  dry-fly  trout  rods,  including  Mr. 
F.  M.  Halford's  famous  "  Priceless "  dry-fly  rod. 
Then  they  have  a  similar  rod,  the  "  lied  Spinner," 
made  for  the  editor  of  the  Field,  and  again  another 
made  for  the  editor  of  the  FiaJiing  Gazette,  called 
the  "Marston."  Price  6  guineas.  This  is  a  rod 
which  can  be  lengthened  by  putting  an  extra  piece 
to  the  butt,  which  makes  it  a  small  double-handed 
rod.  Also  a  special  dry-fly  rod  of  a  peculiar  type 
called  the  "  Harden,"  with  action  much  accentuated 
into  the  hand,  at  5  guineas. 

Hardy's  celebrated  "  Alnwick  "  gi-cenheart  rods 
from  18  feet  down  to  8  feet  vary  in  form,  power  and 
balance  for  the  different  purposes  for  which  they 
are  intended,  and  can  be  had  even  as  low  as  12s. 

A  good  many  rods  are  shown  which  were  exhibited 
at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  where  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers  were  awarded  the  gold  medal,  with  inlaid 
and  other  ornamental  handles.  These  are  for  sale 
at  the  usual  catalogue  prices. 

A  new  patent  dry  fly  box  has  been  brought  out 
by  Messrs.  Hardy.  It  consists  of  a  pocket  box  for 
small  flies,  one  for  May  Plies,  and  a  reservou-  box. 
The  patent  consists  in  a  set  of  bars,  covered  with 
special  paper  formed  over  the  bars.  A  perforation 
through  the  bars  permits  the  flies  to  be  pulled  in, 
and  holds  them  quite  steady  in  rows.  These  bars 
are  held  in  position  by  a  slide  formed  in  the  box, 
and  so  permits  their  removal  and  the  insertion  of 
new  ones  when  desired.  The  reservok  box  is  the 
same  width,  so  that  rows  of  flies  can  be  removed 
from  it  and  placed  in  the  pocket  box  at  a  moment's 
notice.  This  box  is  certainly  one  of  the  novelties 
in  the  dry  fly  outfit  this  year,  but  it  will  be  quite  a 
month  before  Messrs.  Hardy  can  deliver,  so  that 
orders  should  be  placed  at  once. 


Messrs.  Carter  &  Co. 

A  new  pattern,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  more 
correct  to  say  a  newly-named  pattern,  of  split-cane 
fly-rod  was  the  first  thing  to  which  Mr.  Clay  called 
my  attention  ;  he  calls  it  the  "  Itchen,"  and  is  a 
very  light  rod,  considering  its  power — one  that 
should  be  used  with  a  line  not  too  heavy  for  it.  I 
am  more  than  ever  con\anced  that  many  good  dry- 
fly  rods  are  over-weighted  with  line,  so  their  action 
is  crippled.    This  rod,  with  two  tops,  costs  £2  10s. 

Another  split  cane  is  the  "  Cohille,"  which  can 
be  recommended  where  a  good  general  fly-rod  is 
required ;  it  is  not  calculated  to  strain  one's  wrist. 
In  sea  trout  rods  Messrs.  Carter  shows  the 
Gordon,"  a  powerful  spHt  cane,  and  the  "  Keogh," 
in  which  the  butt  and  second  joint  are  whole  cane 
or  greenheart  and  the  two  tops  split  cane.  :\rr. 
Clay  tells  me  they  are  making  more  and  more  rods 
with  split  cane  Lastead  of  gi-eenh«art  top  joints. 

The  Keogh  is  35s.,  and  seemed  to  me  to  be 
excellent,  as  far  as  one  could  judge,  with  the  \ery 
restricted  facilities  for  doing  so.  In  salmon  rods. 
Messrs.  Carter  have  a  series  in  split  cane  from 
foiurteen  to  eighteen  feet,  which  they  call  the 
Curzon. 

Mr.  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  lends  his 
name  to  an  excellent  greenheart  May  Flj^  dapping 
rod,  which  can  be  used  for  casting  as  well  as  for 
blow-line  fishing. 

The  Hamilton  Salmon  Spinning  and  Prawning 
Rod  can  be  had  in  split-cane  or  greenheart. 

An  eighteen-foot  salmon  rod,  called  the  "  Tallis," 
is  made  very  carefully  of  whole-cane,  with  two 
split-cane  tops.  Half  a  century  ago  and  more 
bamboo  was  much  used  for  sahnon  rods,  but  faulty 
workmanship  in  the  matter  of  the  ferrule  fitting 
caused  frequent  brealis  at  the  joints.  Messrs. 
Carter  have  looked  very  carefully  into  this  matter, 
and  feel  every  confidence  that  then-  joints  will 
stand  the  strain  of  salmon  fishing. 

Bamboo  makes  very  light,  and  yet  powerful, 
rods. 

An  improvement  in  telescopic  landing-net 
handles,  due,  I  believe,  to  Mr.  Clay  himself,  is  the 
"  Jago,"  which  is  so  excellent  and  suuple  that  the 
only  wonder  is  it  was  not  thought  of  before. 

The  outer  part  of  the  handle  has  a  ppring  catch 
made  of  brass  (so  it  will  not  rust),  sc  placed  that 
the  hand  which  gi-asps  the  handle  can  press  the 
spring.    This  releases  the  inner  joint,  and  the  net 


then  extends  to  its  full  length,  running  into  a 
square  slot  so  that  the  net  cannot  tiu-n  round. 

In  bait  cans  Messrs.  Carter  have  a  decided 
novelty.  This  is  a  folding  perforated  tin  frame, 
outside  of  which  is  fixed  a  cover  of  waterproof  cloth. 
It  has  been  well  tried,  and  is  said  to  answer 
admirablj-  and  wear  well.  The  convenience  of 
being  able  to  fold  up  and  pack  your  bait  can  in  a 
bag  is  a  great  one. 

In  reels  Mr.  Clay  showed  me  his  3^oz.  Skeleton 
Featherweight  in  gim-metalat  10s.  6d.  They  have 
a  fine  general  show  of  them. 

He  is  making  a  feature  of  some  exceptionally 
good  twisted  gut  tapered  casting  lines  at  Is.  6d. 
each.  I  could  scarcely  credit  Mr.  Clay's  statement 
that  the  tapered  end  of  these  casts  would  bear  a 
dead  strain  of  81b.,  so  he  got  a  steel  yard  and  we 
tested  the  gut,  and  it  drew  81b.  full  without 
breaking.  These  twisted  lines  are  very  carefully 
made,  and  would  do  well  for  grilse  and  sea-trout, 
for  ledgering,  etc.,  and  for  Thames  trout  I  should 
say  would  be  just  right. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Ailalo  has  given"  Messrs.  Carter  the 
Aflalo  Conger  Grip.  All  who  go  in  for  eel  and 
conger  fishing  should  see  this  gi-ip.  It  is  made  to 
slip  on  to  the  hand,  and  is  said  to  give  such  a  hold 
on  a  conger  that  he  cannot  turn  in  it. 

Messrs.  Carter  have  adopted  the  very  sensible 
plan  of  di%-iding  up  hanks  of  gut  so  that  one  can 
buy,  for  instance,  twelve  strands  of  their  twenty- 
inch  gut  for  Is.  They  have  a  dressing  for  spinning 
lines  of  an  anti-jelly  like  nature.  It  was  refreshing 
to  see  such  a  fine  lot  of  May  Fly— reminding  one 
of  the  scent  of  the  hawthorn,  and  the  good  time  we 
hope  to  have  when  the  Drake  is  up. 

In  sea  fishing  Messrs.  Carter  have  almost  a 
separate  department— they  have  three  grades  of  rods. 

The  Claymore  for  work  among  heavy  fish — this 
rod  is  ringed  on  two  sides,  it  is  of  bamboo,  and 
when  one  side  begins  to  warp  a  bit,  you  can  put 
the  reel  on  the  opposite  side  and  so  bring  it  back 
to  its  proper  straight  condition. 

For  fish  which  do  not  require  quite  such  a 
powerful  rod  there  is  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehndori 's  pattern, 
the  "  .7.  W.  Z.,"  and  for  light  work  the  "Leigh  " 
rod  is  all  that  is  needed. 

Mr.  Clay  drew  my  attention  to  a  new  fixed  pulley 
which  they  now  fit  to  all  then-  rods,  also  to  the 
Bates'  Multiplier  Eefel  with  a  powerful  run  brake  ; 
their  Ozogood  Sea  Line  which  does  not  suck  in 
water,  it  throws  it  off  like  a  duck. 

The  "  Aflalo "  Sea  Fishing  Basket  has  been 
carefully  designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  those  who 
go  in  strongly  for  sea  fishing—it  is  too  large  to 
carry  about  much,  but  just  the  thing  for  a  yacht. 

Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark. 

Mr.  Slater  has  been  making  up  some  special 
•  mvisible  gut  casts  with  w  hich  he  means  to  win  the 
Loch  Leven  Championship  this  time.  He  showed 
me  a  very  beautifully  made  bamboo  dapping  rod, 
double  brazed  with  guarded  ferrules,  two  tops,  at 
30s.  It  shows  what  headway  this  Irish  May  Fly 
fishing  is  making  that  many  of  our  English  makers 
now  go  in  for  this  class  of  rod,  whereas  a  few  years 
ago  they  were  only  made  to  order.  Mr.  Slater  is 
gomg  ahead  with  his  split  cane  salmon  and  trout 
rods.  He  has  a  17  feet  6  inch  treble  built  butt  and 
double  built  centre  joint  at  £7,  and  trout  rods  from 
about  £S  3s.,  that  is,  si:ilit  cane  with  two  tops. 
Excellent  value  is  his  guinea  greenheart  fly  rod, 
and  in  gi-eenheart  he  showed  me  a  "  Modified 
Castle  Connell  "  of  18  feet  at  £2  2s. 

In  Nottingham  reels  there  is  probably  nothing 
better  than  his  new  reel  made  entnely  of  aluminium 
alloy,  so  there  is  no  fear  of  warping  from  wet. 

The  "  E.  W.  K.  Wallis  "  all-round  Nottingham 
rod  IS  a  beautifully  light  rod,  with  butt  of  selected 
pme  specially  spliced.  This  is  one  of  the  best  rods 
of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen. 

Thames  trouting  will  be  in  full  swing  before  long, 
and  Mr.  Slater  makes  a  guinea  greenheart  trout 
rod  expressly  for  it.  A  novelty  he  showed  me  was 
an  enamelled  aluminium  reel ;  for  myself  I  want 
nothing  better  than  the  "  Fly  Fishers'  Reel,"  with 
silent  check  action.  It  is  an  ebonite  reel,  which  is 
narrow  but  broad  and  winds  up  rapidly. 

For  salmon  spimiing  or  pike  fishing  the 
Traheme  rod,  made  after  the  pattern  of  the  late 
Major  Traherne,  is  first  rate.  Mr.  Slater  has  an 
excellent  general  show  as  usual. 


Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford. 
I  was  much  interested  in  the  very  handy  and 
taking  little  trout  fly-rod  made  after  the  favourite 
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rod  of  my  old  friend,  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Arkcoll. 
It  IS  made  in  different  lengths,  and  has  an  excellent 
grip  cut  out  off'  the  wood  of  the  butt  itself ;  the 
price  with  two  tops  is  a  guinea.  Tliere  is  a  good 
show  of  small  trout  flies,  also  excellent  May-flies, 
m  Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford's  collection— they 
are  making  a  feature  of  Summer  Duck  patterns, 
and  very  good  they  are. 

For  holding  casts  they  have  a  neat  folding 
combination,  parchment  and  wash-leather  case,  at 
4s. ;  the  wash-leather  is  used  unbleached  at  Mr. 
ArkcoU's  suggestion.  They  show  a  good  spinning 
rod  made  for  Dr.  Biddie— a  stiff  bamboo. 

Then  they  have  steel  centre  and  other  split-cane 
rods  from  ^3  3s.  Their  10  foot  whole  cane  is  a 
very  good  little  fly  rod  at  ^£1  Is. 

A  Mohoe  15  foot  grilse  rod  has  been  much 
admii-ed,  and  I  thought  one  of  the  best  rods  they 
show  is  a  £2  15s.  16  foot  greenheart  salmon  rod. 

In  spinning  rods  at  15s.  6d.  for  pike,  etc.,  they 
have  good,  useful,  well-made  rods  of  10  feet 
6  inches,  11  feet,  and  11  feet  6  inches. 

There  were  several  other  things  I  had  not  time 
to  examine  this  week,  but  hope  to  do  so  and  report 
presently. 


Messrs.  Malcom  &  Co. 
The  first  pair  of  waterproof  fishing  stockings  I 
ever  bought  I  got  from  Mr.  Malcom,  who  was  then, 
in  the  sixties,  with  Messrs.  Woolgar  &  Co.,  of 
Ludgate  Hill.  Since  then  I  ha\'e  had  many 
waterproof  garments  of  one  kind  and  another 
from  Mr.  Malcom,  and  never  was  disappointed 
with  any  of  them.  The  firm  have  a  nice  selection 
of  their  waterproof  goods  for  anglers,  including 
the  featherweight  fishing  stockmgs  and  trousers 
and  low  and  high  canvas  brogues.  '  For  comfort, 
and  where  fishing  is  not  done  in  a  rough  barbed 
wu-e-fenced  country,  these  very  light  things 
are  much  appreciated.  Mr.  Malcom  says  he  will 
guarantee  that  the  soles  of  the  light  brogues  will 
not  buckle  or  get  out  of  shape,  but  I  should  be  a 
bit  doubtful  imless  great  care  is  taken  when  the 
wet  brogues  are  dried.  One  of  their  customers  has 
ordered  another  pair  of  featherweight  boot  and 
stocking  combined,  he  had  a  pair  last  season,  and 
found  they  answeretl  admirabl,)-.  Then  Mr.  Malcom 
showed  me  a  brown  rubber  knee  boot — he  said  he 
had  seen  my  suggestion  of  a  tan  colour  in  place 
of  black,  and  got  this  pair  made  to  see  how 
it  answered.  I  feel  sure  the  boots  will  be  found 
cooler,  and  they  certainly  look  better,  than  the 
black  rubber  boots.  Mr.  Malcom  claims  to  be  the 
inventor  of  the  waterproof  fishing  facket  with  inner 
cuffs  to  prevent  tlie  rain  working  up  your  slee^-e, 
and  with  hooks  and  eyes  to  loop  up  when  wading. 
He  says  he  sold  this  as  long  ago  as  1865,  and  also 
of  the  tanned  Angola  waders.  Fishing  hats, 
kneeling  pads,  knee  boots,  and  also  all  kinds  of 
waterproof  gai-ments  for  sea-fishing  and  yachting 
can  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Malcom  &  Co.'s  exhibit. 


Visitors  to  the  Aquarium  should  not  overlook  the 
exhibit  of  Mr.  Alfred  Clifford,  which  includes  an 
ingenious  eel  trap  and  a  flat  bottom  boat.  The 
well-known  Berthon  boats  are  also  to  be  seen. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  KUDD-BAETON  BEAKE  AND 
LINE  GUIDE  EOE  EEBLS. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  A.  .1.  Rudd,  the  well- 
known  fishing  tackle  maker,  of  54,  London- Street, 
Norwich,  a  very  nicely  made  4in.  centre-pin 
Nottingham  reel,  with  optional  check,  fitted  with  a 
new  patent  brake  and  line  guide,  which  is  the 
invention  of  Captain  F.  J.  H.  Barton,  of  the 
Guides,  who  thus  referred  to  it  in  the  Fisliinq 
Gazette  for  Feb.  23,  1901  :— 

CASTING  PROM  THE  REEL. 
Dear  Sir,—"  W.  H.  C."  and  several  others  have 
made  inquiries  regarding  Nottingham  reels  and  casting 
from  them.  In  reply,  I  would  inform  you  that  there 
is  now  a  simple  arrangement  in  the  market  applicable 
to  all  sizes  of  these  reels  up  to  five  inches  or  more, 
which  makes  casting  from  them  quite  easy.  It  is  a 
form  of  rim  brake  invented  by  myself,  and  perfected 
by  Mr.  Rudd,  of  Norwich,  consisting  of  a  metal  guard 
through  which  the  line  passes,  with  a  short  handle 
lying  along  the  rod.  This  handle  is  gripped  by  the 
lower  fingers  of  the  hand  holding  the  rod  above  the 
reel.  As  the  cast  is  made  the  grip  is  relaxed,  allowing 
the  reel  to  run  freely,  and  when  it  is  wished  to  check 
the  reel  at  the  ends  of  the  cast  the  grip  is  gradually 
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tightened  to  bring  the  exact  amount  of  brake  required 
into  play. 

I  invented  the  original  form  of  this  brake,  not  as  a 
casting  arrangement,  but  to  check  the  overrunning  of 
a  large  Nottingham  reel  when  playing  big  and  powerful 
fish  of  the  mackerel  family  in  tropical  waters. 

A  few  months  ago  1  tried  to  learn  casting  from  a 
heavy  four-inch  reel,  and  only  succeeded  in  bruisino- 
my  fingers.  I  then  thought  of  my  old  brake  for  the 
big  fish,  and  with  it  I  was  perfectly  successful.  Prom 
being  an  absolute  duffer  at  the  Nottiugham  method, 
I  quickly  became  quite  proficient.  I  have  since  used 
this  brake  ou  a  heavy  five-inch  reel,  casting  a  six- 
ounce  lead  from  the  beach  sea  fishing.  I  found  I 
could  check  the  heavy  reel  at  the  end  of  a  long  cast 
gradually,  aud  with  the  greatest  ease. 

With  a  little  practice  the  hand  applies  the  brake 
automatically,  and  regulates  the  required  pressure  in 
a  marvellous  way.  I  have  found  it  invaluable  in 
playing  heavy  fish,  as  well  as  in  casting. 

In    conclusion,  I  may  say  I  have  no  pecuniary 
interest  m  the  brake  whatever.    Mr.  Rudd,  the  well- 
known  tackle  maker,  of  Norwich,  has  patented  it,  an 
can  supply  them.  p.  J.  H.  Barton, 

Alverstoke,  Hants.        Capt.  Q.O.  Corps  of  Guides. 

The  brake  can  also  be  fitted  the  reverse  way  if 
desired,  to  be  worked  by  the  hand  holding  the  rod 
helow  the  reel. 

The  following  note  is  by  Mr.  Rudd 

1  am  indebted  to  Captain  F.  J.  H.  Barton,  of  Alver- 
stoke, for  the  idea  of  this  Brake  and  Line  Guide.  In 
its  original  form  Captain  Barton  used  it  as  a  brake 
for  placing  large  fish,  but  it  has  been  remodelled 
and  perfected  so  as  to  form  a  brake  which  is  not 
only  useful  in  stopping  the  rush  of  big  fish,  but  it 
entirely  revolutionises  casting  from  the  reel,  making 
this  hitherto  somewhat  difficult  feat  a  very  easy  one, 
as  will  be  seen  from  Captain  Barton's  letter. 

It  will  be  found  invaluable  to  the  angler  for  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  The  guide  keeps  the  line  in  its 
proper  position  on  the  reel,  while  the  brake  can  be 
applied  with  any  degree  of  pressure,  at  the  angler's 
option. 

In  casting  from  the  reel  the  action  is  almost 
automatic.  The  hand  which  holds  the  rod  grasps  the 
brake-lever  also,  and  the  pressure  of  a  finger  regulates 
the  running  out  of  the  line  to  the  greatest  nicety. 


The  nature  and  action  of  the  brass  brake  will  be 
clearly  seen  from  the  illustration,  and  the  heavier 
the  bait  is  the  better  the  brake  acts.  The  slightest 
pressure  of  the  finger  presses  the  brass  brake  against 
the  revolving  rim,  and  although  we  personally 
prefer  to  use  the  fingers  as  a  brake,  possibly 
because  use  has  become  second  nature,  we  caii 
easily  understand  that  many  anglers  who  are 
'  unable  to  control  the  reel  with  the  fingers  will  be 
able  to  do  so  with  the  metal  gi-ip  brake.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  line  must  be  wound  on  the  reel  the 
exact  reverse  of  the  way  that  the  hands  of  a  watch 
go  round,  so  as  to  come  out  straiglit  from  the 
barrel  to  the  rings  through  the  guide  opening. 

The  combined  Brake  and  Line  Guide  can  be 
fitted  to  any  Nottingham  reel  up  to  four  inches  or 
more  in  diameter,  and  can  be  had  separately,  but 
in  ordering,  the  size  of  your  reel  must  be  given. 

N.B. — Note  Captain  Barton's  P.S.,  as  many 
anglers  prefer  to  use  the  brake,  whether  artificial 
or  natural,  behind  the  reel. 


HAmerican  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  .Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A  CLOSE   TIME  FOE  TEOUT  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


"  The  attempt  which  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and 
Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  are  making  to  obtain  a  close  time  for  trout 
in  Scotland  is  worthy  of  support  by  everybody  who 
is  interested  in  country  matters.  The  trout  fishing 
on  every  stream  in  Scotland,  with  the  exception  of 
those  flowing  into  the  Solway,  is  open  to  the  public, 
and  it  is  obvious  that,  so  long  as  there  are  no 
'  fence  months,'  it  is  useless  to  attempt  improve- 
ment by  restocking  and  protection.  This  is  in  no 
sense  a  landlord's  question,  since  the  riparian 
owners  derive  no  more  benefit  from  the  trout  fishing 
than  the  first-comer  with  a  fly  rod.  It  is  a  matter 
which  concerns  the  country  at  large,  and  especially 
the  prosperity  of  many  beautiful  districts  in  North 
Britain  which  depend  upon  the  sportsman.  It  is 
to  nobody's  interest  to  see  good  food  wasted  by 
what  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  calls  'greedy  pot-hunters, 
who  kill  the  spawners.'  It  is  clear,  however,  that 
nothing  will  be  done  imless  constituents  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  their  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives."— Estates  Gazette. 


HOW  TO  EEPAIE  EODS. 

HINTS  FOR  AMATEUES.'* 

{Continued  from  page  147.) 
Novice.  You  seem  so  willing  to  give  information 
that  I  should  like  to  ask  you  a  few  more  questions. 
This  evening  I  could  hardly  get  my  rod  apart,  the 
ferrules  stuck  so  tightly ;  yet  they  went  together 
easily  enough  in  the  morning.  Is  there  a  remedy 
for  this  ? 

Angler.  Yes,  and  a  most  simple  one.  If  you 
will  tallow  or  oil  your  ferrules,  and  then  wipe  them 
dry  before  you  joint  yomr  rod,  you  will  never  be 
troubled  that  way ;  and  this  should  be  repeated 
e^'ery  third  or  foiu-th  day,  if  the  rod  is  left  together 
so  long.  But  if  you  have  neglected  this  precaution, 
and  the  ferrules  stick  fast,  do  not  call  a  fi-iend  and 
go  at  the  joints  as  though  you  were  wringing  clothes  ; 
but  warm  the  obstinate  ferrule  over  a  lamp-chimney, 
and  it  will  easily  separate.  You  must  remember 
that  the  object  is  to  expand  the  outer  before  the 
heat  reaches  the  inner  ferrule ;  and  to  do  this  the 
heat  must  be  applied  but  for  a  few  seconds,  turning 
the  ferrule  constantly'  so  that  all  parts  may  receive 
their  due  propoiiion,  and  then  try  to  separate  it. 
If  it  refuses,  repeat  the  operation  imtil  it  consents. 

Heat,  properly  and  continuously  applied,  is  ex- 
tremely efficacious  \^-hen  opposed  to  obstinacy  of 
any  form — a  principle  well  known  even  prior  to 
the  Middle  Ages,  though  its  highest  development 
was  then  reached.  If,  however,  the  angler  seizes 
one  joint  and  his  fi-iend  the  other,  a  sudden  and 
powerful  jerk  will  often  separate  ferrules,  which 
have  obstinately  resisted  both  torsion  and  a  steady 
pull. 

Novice.  Here  is  a  fly,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  I 
have.  The  trout  seemed  to  have  a  decided  pre- 
ference for  this  to-day,  but  the  gut  is  so  frayed  I 
fear  to  use  it  to-morrow.    Can  it  be  repaired  ? 

Angler.  Yes ;  it  will  not  look  very  well,  but  it 
may  be  used.  Let  me  see  the  fly.  Have  you  a 
spare  piece  of  gut,  or,  if  not,  a  spare  leader!  from 
which  we  can  cut  a  foot  or  so '? 

Novice.  Here  is  a  leader. 

Angler.  First  we  will  soak  it  in  tepid  water  till 
it  is  soft ;  then,  saving  the  looped  end  intact,  we 
tie  a  hard  knot  in  the  other  end  to  prevent  its 
slipping ;  then  we  wrap  it  above  the  knot  with  well- 
waxed  silk  on  to  the  upper  side  of  the  hook,  just 
below  the  body,  and  over  the  tail ;  then  part  the 
wings  ^vitli  a  pin,  and  lay  the  gut  in  the  division 
and  upon  the  upper  side  of  the  body,  and  fasten  it 
again  with  silk  over  the  wing  fastening.  Now  we 
catch  the  hook  in  or  around  anything  that  will 
hold,  take  a  good  pull  on  the  gut  to  be  sui-e  it  will 
stand,  and  it  is  complete.  , 

Novice.  Are  there  any  other  accidents  likely  to 
happen  to  the  angler  which  you  have  not  men- 
tioned, and  which  admit  of  repair  ? 

Angler.  We  have  certainly  covered  almost  all — 
and  I  can  think  of  no  others.  You  see  the  "  in- 
visible knot "  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  these 
repairs,  so  be  sure  to  perfect  yom-self  va  it. 

It  sometimes  occm's  that  an  angler  buys  a  new 
rod,  or  a  new  reel,  and  finds  the  one  will  not  fit  the 

*  From  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  by  H.  P.  Wells. 
London :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. 


other ;  but  he  can  tie  the  reel  to  his  rod  with  a 
string,  or  better  still  a  leather  thong,  and  it  will 
work  just  as  well. 

It  may  liappen  that  he  frays  his  line  on  a  sharp 
stone  or  otherwise,  so  that  he  thinlcs  it  no  longer 
safe.  In  tliis  case,  if  unprovided  with  a  spare  line, 
he  may  cut  out  the  doubtful  part,  melt  his  wax,  or 
at  least  make  it  quite  soft  so  that  it  will  penetrate 
well  into  the  line,  coat  about  an  inch  of  each  end 
well  with  the  wax,  lap  and  squeeze,  and  sew  theui 
together  with  a  fine  needle,  and  then  wrap  tightly 
with  well-waxed  silk,  and  thus  remedy  the  defect. 
If  it  is  an  enamelled  waterproof  line,  the  ends  may 
be  scarfed  a  little  with  the  file  to  roughen  them, 
and  give  the  wax  a  better  hold.  This  splice,  if 
neatly  made,  will  render  through  the  rings  very 
well,  but  a  test  strain  of  at  least  six-  pounds  should 
be  applied  before  using  it ;  for  if  it  will  not  hold  it 
is  better  to  know  it,  and  repeat  the  operation. 

He  may  forget  or  lose  his  landing-net.  In  stream- 
fishing  he  can  then  land  his  fish  on  the  bank,  if  it 
is  sloping,  or,  if  not,  shde  his'hand  down  the  leader 
and  grasp  the  fish  by  the  gills.  In  either  case  he 
should  play  his  fish  until  quite  exhausted.  Then, 
throwing  his  rod  behind  him  and  over  his  shoulder, 
grasp  the  leader  with  his  left  hand,  carry  the  part 
seized  to  his  right  hand  which  holds  the  rod,  there 
take  it  between  his  thumb  and  finger,  holding  it 
so  he  can  at  once  let  go  if  the  fish  shows  signs  of 
activity,  and  repeat  this  until  the  fish  is  quite  close. 
But  during  this  delicate  operation  there  must  not 
be  the  slightest  approximation  to  a  jerk  ;  every- 
thing must  proceed  quietly,  and  by  an  even,  steady 
motion.  He  can  then  slide  his  hand  down  the 
leader  and  grasp  the  trout,  in  which  he  will  be 
much  aided  by  a  thread-glove  with  the  fingers  cut 
ofl';  or  he  can  lead  the  fish  towards  the  bank,  and 
by  a  sudden  but  steady  increase  of  force  throw  him 
out. 

Any  effort  to  lift  or  throw  the  trout  out  by  the 
rod  will  probably  be  followed  by  disaster.  Not 
that  the  rod  will  break,  but  the  weight  of  the  fish 
in  air  so  exceeds  that  in  water  that  the  impulse 
given  will  carry  it  but  a  short  distance  on  the 
shore  ;  and  when  it  strikes  the  ground  it  unhooks 
itself  with  the  first  flop,  while  the  angler  performs 
like  a  cat  on  a  stove  in  the  vain  endeavour  to  kick 
it  higher  up  on  the  bank.  I  have  seen — nay,  I 
have  myself  lost  many  good  fish  in  this  way. 

If  he  is  to  fish  from  a  boat,  and  no  landing-net 
can  be  borrowed,  let  him  make  a  gaff  out  of  a  piece 
of  telegraph  or  other  stiff  wire,  or  tie  three  or  four 
hooks,  the  largest  that  can  be  had,  on  a  stick,  and 
use  that  for  the  same  purpose. 

Occasionally  the  screws  of  a  reel  show  a  tendency 
to  work  loose,  caused  by  the  jar  of  the  click  and 
indifferent  fitting.  The  remedy  is  simple  :  with- 
draw the  screw  and  insert  a  thread  to  the  bottom 
of  its  hole  ;  enter  the  screw  beside  the  thread,  and 
about  three-quarters  of  its  length  ;  then  cut  off  the 
projecting  end  close,  and  turn  the  screw  down  to 
its  head. 

There,  I  think  I  have  covered  all  the  reparable 
contingencies. 

No  vice.  One  last  question  I  would  like  to  ask. 
Can  you  suggest  a  method  to  repair  an  angler's 
morals  after  he  has  lost  a  large  fish  ? 

Angler.  That  is  indeed  a  heavy  blow  ;  and  so 
long  as  human  nature  is  weak,  I  fear  that  under  such 
affliction  the  original  sin,  which  is  the  heritage  of 
all,  will  come  to  the  surface.  It  is  a  misfortune 
not  only  of  the  moment,  but  in  the  futm-e  as  well. 

In  September  of  1880  I  stood  on  the  boom  which 
restrains  the  drift-trash  fi-om  clogging  the  sluice- 
ways of  the  lumber  dam  located  on  the  Magalloway 
Ri\-er,  about  a  mile  below  Pannacheene  Lake,  in 
Mame.  The  dam  had  been  used  that  spring  for 
the  first  time.  It  was  built  to  aid  in  sluicing  the 
logs  cut  in  the  surrounding  wilderness  down  the 
river  to  civilisation,  and  was,  except  for  a  couple  of 
weeks  or  so  in  the  spring,  idle  and  apparently 
uncared  for.  The  deep  black  water  shoaled  as  it 
approached  the  .  dam.  quickened  its  pace,  bent 
do\vnward  like  oil.  and  then,  breaking  into  foam, 
rushed  forty  feet  through  the  sluices,  and  thundered 
into  the  pool  below. 

I  stood  upon  the  logs  formmg  the  boom,  and 
cast  a  large  single  fly — the  queen  of  those  waters, 
the  "  Pannacheene  Belle  " — to  where,  about  thirty- 
six  feet  distant,  the  current  just  began  to  gather  its 
strength.  As  I  now  recollect,  some  fom-  or  five 
fair  trout  had  rewarded  my  efforts,  running  from 
two  up  to  three  and  a  half  pounds.  At  last  up 
rolled  the  very  Monarch  of  the  Eiver.  His  swhl 
was  lilce  the  eddy  made  by  an  eighteen-foot  oar. 


He  was  a  monster.  An  exclamation  from  my 
guide,  a  bound  of  my  heart  that  sent  the  blood  like 
fire  to  every  extremity  of  my  body,  greeted  the  rise. 
I  struck  sharply,  of  course^  but  he  never  touched 
the  fly,  and  it  came  back  empty-handed.  With 
sinking  hearts,  for  we  knew  from"  experience  that 
such  fish  seldom  rise  th*  second  time,  we  changed 
the  fly  to  another  as  different  in  colour  as  possible, 
and  tried  agam.  For  two  hours  or  more  we  rested 
and  fished  the  water  in  alternate  five-minute 
intervals,  changing  and  rechanging  the  fly,  but, 
though  we  took  others  which  wotild  elsewhere  be 
accounted  large  fish,  yet  he,  upon  whom  we  had 
set  our  hearts,  was  proof  against  temptation. 

I  have  caught  as  large,  perhaps  larger,  trout 
since,  but  never  in  such  a  location.  And  to  this 
day,  and  as  long  as  I  live  and  cast  a  fly,  the  loss  of 
that  fish  will  be  a  sore  spot  in  my  memory.  Even 
now  while  I  write,  for  the  thousandth  'time  the 
scene  in  every  detail  is  present  before  me,  and  I 
wonder  could  I  have  played  him  his  half-hour  in 
the  water  above,  or  woiild  he,  despite  my  every 
effort,  have  shot  through  the  sluice  into  the  pool 
below  the  dam,  and  what  could  I  then  have  done 
to  save  him  ? 

I  have  asked — I  will  ask — this  question  when- 
ever memory  recalls  the  picture,  but  its  solution, 
alas  1  I  shall  never  know. 


ACCLIMATISATION  OF  FISH. 

(Continued  from  page  174.) 

SALMONIDiE  NOV^  ZEALANDI^. 
We  have  to  thank  Mr.  A.  J.  Rutherfurd,  Chair- 
man of  the  Wellington  (New  Zealand)  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society,  for  sending  us  the  very  interesting 
paper  which  he  read  before  the  society  on  Dec.  3, 
1900.  The  subjects  dealt  with  are  chiefly  a 
description  of  the  waters  into  which  salmon  and 
trout  have  been  introduced  in  New  Zealand,  and 
the  results  likely  to  be  obtained  owing  to  the 
change  in  then-  envhonment. 

I.  Ocean  Surroundings — continued. 
Some  of  the  ling  tribe  mark  the  prevalence  of 
colder  water,  while  others  equally  fi-equent  both. 
The  KancK  do  not  seem  to  work  farther  down  the 
coast  than  the  estuaries  nmning  mto  Cook  Strait, 
and  I  am  not  aware  o£  their  being  caught  south  of 
Wellington  Harbour.  I  believe  they  migrate  be- 
tween the  north  of  New  Zealand  and  the  extreme 
edge  of  the  warmer  current  in  the  same  way  that 
then-  representatives  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
migi-ate  between  the  coast  of  Europe  and  Northern 
Afi-ica.  It  therefore  appears  that  in  all  probability 
the  ocean-going  varieties  of  the  salmon  proper  are 
more  likely  to  succeed  in  the  South  Island  rivers 
than  in  those  of  the  North,  though  some  of  the 
varieties  foimd  in  the  Pacific  have  a  wide  geo- 
graphical range,  and  are  taken  as  far  south  as 
Monterey  Bay  in  Southern  California ;  these  might 
possibly  thrive  in  rivers  like  the  Manawatu,  Otaki, 
and  Hutt. 

II.  Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Streams. 
The  beautiful  system  of  rivers  and  lakes  in  New 
Zealand  was  recognised  by  the  early  settlers  as 
admirably  adapted  for  the  well-being  of  Salmonidas. 
In  the  South  Island  the  rivers  for  the  most  part 
originate  among  snow-clad  mountains  of  hard  rock 
formations,  flowing  do\vn  through  the  low  coimtry, 
with  shingle  bottoms,  which  form  excellent  spa-wn- 
ing  groimds  for  trout.  In  parts  of  the  North 
Island  the  same  formations  pi-e\ail  to  a  large 
extent,  but  many  of  the  rivers,  such  as  the  Mana- 
watu, Ruamahanga.  and  Hawke's  Bay  Rivers,  rim 
for  the  greater  length  of  their  coiu-se  through  low 
country,  and  are  not  essentially  snow-fed,  though 
'some  of  their  tributaries  are.  The  question  of  the 
chemical  constitution  of  the  water  has  ne^•er  been 
cai'efully  gone  into,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
in  many  of  om'  mountain  ton-ents  and  inland  lakes 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  salt ;  but  this  could  only  be 
determined  by  a  careful  experimental  analysis. 
As  the  geological  formation  is  the  basis  of  the 
banks  and  river  bed,  so  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
through  which  a  river  flop's  (altitude,  climate, 
exposure,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  being 
also  taken  into  consideration)  determines  the 
abundance  and  quantity  of  the  vegetation  on  land 
and  under  the  water,  and  the  supply  of,  insect  life, 
crustaceans,  etc.,  which  form  the  staple  food  of  the 
trout.  As  a  rule,  cold,  snow-fed  rivers  contain 
much  less  food  than  those  di-aining  wai-mer  lower 
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levels,  and  the  fish  in  them  are  later  in  getting 
into  condition. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  each  river  has  a 
limited  permanent  carrying  capacity,  and  will  only 
do  justice  to  a  certain  stock  of  fish.'  If  overstocked, 
the  result  must  inevitably  be  deterioration  ;  hence, 
it  may  be  expected  that  in  time  our  non-migratory 
Salmonidse  will  deteriorate  in  size,  and  that  we 
must  look  to  annual  visitors  from  the  ocean 
(which,  owing  to  the  configuration  of  these  islands, 
is  never  far  away)  to  keep  up  the  record  this 
colony  holds  for  growing  big  trout,  largely  estab- 
lished at  first  by  the  fact  that  the  virgin  waters  in 
which  they  were  liberated  contained  abnormal 
quantities  of  food. 

III.  Indigenous  Fish. 
Before  proceeding  to  discuss  subjects  surroimding 
the  introduction  of  Salmonidae  into  New  Zealand,  it 
may  be  interesting  to  take  a  cursory  glance  at  some 
of  the  indigenous  fish  inhabiting  om-  rivers.  The 
only  true  representative  of  the  SalmonidiE  is  the 
beautiful  little  retropinna,  or  smelt,  two  varieties 
of  which  at  least  are  found  in  our  rivers  and  lakes. 
Somewhat  allied  to  this  fish,  the  graceful  upokororo 
(Prototroctes  oxijrhyncus),  or  native  grayling,  is 
found  in  many  of  om-  streams,  about  whose  life- 
history  and  habits  (to  our  shame  be  it  spoken  I)  so 
little  is  known.  The  upokororo  used  to  be  plentiful 
in  our  rivers,  but  of  late  years  have  been  thinned 
out  by  the  formidable  trout  we  have  introduced,  by 
mining  operations,  and,  no  doubt,  by  clearing  the 
bank  vegetation  for  farming  purposes.  It  is  said  to 
be  an  almost  unique  variety,  very  like  the  haploch- 
iton  which  inhabits  tlie  cold  fresh  waters  of  Tierra 
del  Fuego,  and  is  allied  to  a  fish  found  in  Australia. 
Though  said  to  differ  from  a  true  salmonoid  in 
certam  structures,  it  is,  I  believe,  a  representative 
of  the  genus  in  this  hemisphere.  I  have  never 
heard  of  their  being  taken  in  salt  water,  but  they 
certainly  have  a  habit  of  disappearing  and  reappear- 
ing again  in  a  ghostly  fashion  which  makes  one 
wish  for  a  further  acquaintance  with  their  migra- 
tions. I  would  suggest  that  the  Western  Acclima- 
tisation Society,  who  have  their  hatchery  in  a 
suitable  place,  be  asked  to  keep  some  in  their  ponds 
for  study,  and  record  and  prosecute  an  inquiry  into 
their  life-history. 

The  strictly  fresh- water  varieties  of  fish,  such  as 
carp,  are  intolerant  of  salt,  and  on  examination  of 
the  indigenous  fresh-water  varieties  in  this  colony 
it  will  I  think,  be  found  that  they  are  all  more  or 
less  tolerant  of  salt,  and  probably,  almost  without 
exception,  comparatively  recently  descended  from 
marine  ancestry. 

Many  of  them,  such  as  the  smelt,  eels,  inanga, 
etc.,  at  times  fi-equent  salt  and  brackish  water, 
while  some  of  our  marine  fishes,  such  as  the 
flounder,  grey  mullet,  and  kahawai,  rim  up  into 
fresh  water,  the  two  former  living  and  thriving 
where  they  cannot  get  access  to  the  sea. 

IV.  Salmonid^  in  General. 
In  his  opening  chapter  on  Salmonidse  Dr.  Giinther 
remarks  that  there  is  no  other  group  of  fishes  which 
offers  so  many  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  species,  as  well  as  certain  points 
in  their  life-history,  as  this  genus.  Their  almost 
infinite  variety  is  dependent  on  age,  sexual  develop- 
ment, food,  the  ever-varying  properties  of  water, 
and  the  tendency  to  interbreed  exhibited  by  many 
of  the  so-called  varieties.  Coloration  '  seldom 
assists  us  in  distinguishing  the  species,  varying  as 
it  does  with  the  haunts  of  the  fish  and  the  seasons 
of  the  year.  It  is  imitative,  the  colour  of  the  fish 
rapidly  adapting  itself  to  its  surroundings.  A 
living  trout  of  dark  colour  placed  in  a  white  basin 
full  of  water  becomes  pale  in  half  an  hom-,  and  in 
some  days  almost  white.  Conversely,  a  trout  of 
light  colour  placed  in  a  black  vessel  rapidly  assumes 
the  colour  of  the  bottom.  Hence  in  almost  every 
river  the  varieties  of  trout  have  local  peculiarities 
of  colour  which  are  favourable  as  a  protection  to 
the  fish  against  its  natural  enemies. 

As  a  rule,  clear,  rapid  rivers  produce  trout  with 
intense  oscellated  spots.  In  large  lakes,  with 
pebbly  bottoms,  the  same  fish  are  bright  and 
silvery,  with  x-shaped  black  spots.  In  pools  and 
parts  of  lakes  with  a  muddy  or  peaty  bottom  they 
are  of  a  darker  colour  generally  (smudged  and 
blotchy  in  their  marking),  and,  when  enclosed  in 
«aves  and  dark  holes  with  but  little  light,  often  jet 
black,  or  nearly  so. 

,  The,  action  of  brackish  or  salt  water  soon  gives 
them  a  bright  or  silvery  coat,  as  a  rule  sparsely 
spotted,  none  of  the  spots  being  oscellated. 


Size  depends  chiefly  on  the  amount  of  suitable 
food  available,  and  the  colour  of  the  flesh  on  the 
particular  nature  of  the  food,  the  pink  or  red  colour 
being  probably  produced  by  the  red  pigment  of 
many  salt  and  fresh  water  crustaceans  on  which 
they  greedily  feed. 

This  group  of  fish  may  be  divided  into  many 
varieties,  including  the  Salmones  proper,  such  as 
the  varieties  of  salmon  found  in  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans,  and  many  varieties  and  hybrids  of 
the  sub-genera  called  trout — the  Salvelinl,  or  char 
— the  Coregoni,  such  as  the  white  fish  of  America 
— the  Thymalis,  or  grayling,  etc. 

Without  going  into  the  larger  and  more  scientific 
question  affecting  the  groups  of  this  fish,  which 
would  require  much  study  and  elaboration,  I  wish 
in  this  short  paper  to  discuss  a  few  of  the  interest- 
ing questions  in^■olved  in  the  introduction  into  the 
waters  of  the  Southern  Pacific  and  rivers  of  the 
Islands  of  New  Zealand  of  se\'eral  forms  of 
salmonoids. 

(To  be  continued.) 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  on  Wednes- 
day, March  13,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  M.  Aflalo  in  the  chair, 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  and  the  hon.  secretary  read  a  report  from 
the  society's  agent  at  Penzance.  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo 
then  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  "Fishing  in 
Estuaries,"  dividing  the  subject  into  advantages  and 
drawbacks,  enumerating  among  the  former  the  very 
great  boon  of  calm  water  in  all  weathers,  enabling  the 
angler  to  secure  getting  afloat  every  day,  a  most 
important  matter  for  men  with  limited  holidays.  The 
same  necessity  for  an  accurate  knowledge  of  marks 
does  not  exist  as  in  deep  sea  fishing.  In  estuaries  the 
fish  are  always  on  the  prowl,  and  do  not  localise  on 
rock  like  pollack  and  bream,  or  on  sand  like  whiting 
and  flatfish  ;  moreover,  the  fisherman  late  on  tide  does 
not  find  every  likely  spot  occupied.  The  fishing- 
ground  is  quickly  reached,  and  the  great  evil  of  sea- 
sickness avoided.  The  drawbacks  were  alluded  to  as 
arising  mainly  from  the  swift  tides  and  great  traffic  of 
barges  and  shipping  rendering  collisions  more  frequent 
and  dangerous.  Fogs  were  also  common,  and  danger 
and  delay  not  infrequent. 

Again,  where  the  tides  were  swift,  it  often  became 
impossible  to  fish  for  more  than  an  hour  or  two  at  the 
high  or  low  water.  Where  many  vessels  were  loading 
and  discharging,  much  disturbance  of  the  fish  occurred, 
frightening  shy  fish  and  driving  them  off  their  feed. 
Thunder  and  heavy  rain  are,  of  course,  more  frequent. 

And  finally,  the  fish  caught  in  estuaries  are  nearly 
always  smaller  than  those  caught  at  sea. 

Among  the  methods,  the  preference  was  given  to 
drifting,  as  giving  a  more  all-round  chance  than 
the  fishing  from  fixed  stations. 

After  some  remarks  upon  suitable  baits,  a  most 
interesting  paper  was  concluded  by  an  animadversion 
upon  the  carelessness  of  many  boatmen,  more  especially 
those  who  do  not  belong  to,  and  are  unacquainted 
with,  the  peculiarities  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  the  discussion  that  ensued,  Mr.  Churchward 
brought  prominently  forward  the  great  use  of  the 
society's  agents  in  obtaining  the  local  information  so 
needful,  especially  in  the  matter  of  baits,  the  local 
bait  being  invariably  the  most  killing. 

Mr.  Minchin  pointed  out  the  different  kind  of  fish 
found  in  the  wide,  open  estuaries,  as  distinct  from  the 
mere  mouths  of  rivers  usually  with  a  bar  at  the 
entrance.  The  speaker  then  gave  the  various  fish  to 
be  found  in  the  two  places,  instancing  several  places 
on  the  South  Coast.  He  urged  strongly  the  need  of 
full  local  information  as  to  the  tide  of  Channel,  time 
of  tide,  eddies,  etc.,  such  information  being  much  more 
needful  in  estuary  fishing. 

Mr.  Pickup  gave  much  useful  information  about  the 
fishing  in  the  estuary  of  the  Mersey  and  the  adjacent 
rivers,  and  at  Ilfracombe. 

The  hon.  Secretary  remarked  that  we  owed 
the  institution  of  local  agents  to  the  lecturer, 
when  first  hon.  secretary  of  the  society.  He  con- 
firmed generally  the  excellence  of  local  bait,  but  had 
met  with  exceptions,  notably  mussels  at  Deal,  while 
the  fish  was  feeding  on  the  sprat.  He  had  also  fished 
the  Mersey,  but  had  found  that  within  a  few  years  fish 
had  entirely  deserted  the  river.  The  estuary  of  the 
Thames  has  undergone  the  same  process ;  indeed, 
wherever  man  came,  fish  went— even  British  Columbia 
was  showing  the  same  result.  Breydon  water  was  an 
estuary  full  of  flatfish,  but  expensive  to  get  to  owing 
to  the  absence  of  privilege  tickets  on  the  East  Coast 
lines. 

Mr.  Croft  Handley  continued  the  discussion, 
pointing  out  that  the  increase  of  steamship  traffic 
drove  away  much  fish. 


At  the  request  of  the  hon.  secretary  the  lecturer 
gave  further  particulars  of  the  method  of  drifting  and 
of  the  tackle  to  be  used,  and  various  local  marks  in 
reply  to  inquiries. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and  chair- 
man, with  the  usual  toast  to  the  societv.  olpsed  the 
meeting. 

The  hon.  secretary  reminded  members  that  the 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati  on  Wednesday  next,  March  20,  at  7  p.m., 
when  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  has  kindly  consented  to 
take  the  chair.  Those  members  desirous  of  being 
present,  and  who  have  not  yet  applied  for  tickets,  are 
kindly  asked  to  do  so  at  once,  so  that  arrangements 
may  be  made. 

C.  H.  Patterson. 


THAMES   RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association 
was  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand,  Dr.  F.  J. 
Brownfield-Batemau  presiding.  It  was  announced 
that  the  society  had  just  completed  placing  10,000 
coarse  fish  in  the  Thames,  and  much  satisfaction  was 
expressed  at  the  size  of  the  fish.  Accounts  were 
passed  to  defray  the  expense.  Votes  of  thanks  were 
passed  to  the  following  for  their  gratuitous  services  in 
regard  to  turning  in  the  fish  :  Messrs.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  of 
Henley  ;  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Marlow  ;  Messrs. 
Stroud,  of  Sunbury ;  Mr.  Dunton,  of  Shepperton ; 
Mr.  A.  Drinkwater  and  Mr.  B.  Pope,  of  Kingston  ;  and 
Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Sainty,  of  Windsor.  Mr.  P.  H. 
Amphlett  proposed  that  tench  and  rudd  to  the  value 
of  £4  5s.  be  purchased  at  once  from  Mr.  T.  Ford,  of 
Caistor,  and  placed  in  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett 
seconded,  and  it  was  agreed.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  pro- 
posed that  half  of  them  be  placed  in  the  river  at 
Windsor,  and  the  other  half  at  Hampton  Court ;  Mr. 
Holt  seconded,  and  it  was  carried.  Mr.  Wheeler  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  which  was 
agreed  to  unanimously.  The  annual  meeting  was 
fixed  for  May  15. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

Thirteenth  Lea  Competition. 
On  Friday,  March  8,  the  committee  met  at  head- 
quarters, when  it  was  decided  that  the  distribution  of 
the  prizes  should  take  place  at  the  Amicable  Wal- 
tonians  Club  House,  the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John- 
street,  B.C.,  on  Monday,  April  22.  Gentlemen  who 
have  promised  prizes  please  forward  same  to  Mr.  C.  A 
Medcalf,  13,  Holywell-row,  Finsbury,  E.G.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  and  societies  offered  prizes  :  Mr. 
Barber,  Brompton,  electro  cruet ;  Original  Clerkenwell 
Piscatorials,  a  greenheart  fly  rod  and  an  Indian  jay 
in  a  glass  case ;  United  Brothers,  furnished  tackle 
book ;  Mr.  Borman,  North  London,  a  winch ;  Mr.  H. 
Green,  8,  Holywell  -  row,  B.C.,  value  lOs.  6d. ; 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  two  prizes  ;  Lincoln,  a  prize ;' 
Mrs.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell  Road,  a 
prize;  Amicable  Brothers,  a  prize;  Amicable  Wal- 
tonians,  lOs.  6d.  ;  Mr.  H.  Gray,  the  Griffin,  Clerken- 
well-road,  10s.  6d.  ;  Brunswick  Brothers,  a  winch  and 
line;  Fishing  Gazette,  "Riverside  Naturalist,"  value 
14s.  In  my  last  report,  Mr.  Pitt,  of  the  Railway 
Tavern,  St.  Margaret's,  should  read  Mr.  H.  Wormell, 
Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's.  The  committee  will 
oblige  by  attending  on  Friday  the  22nd  and  oblige. 

S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


BELFAST  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  on  March  8  in  the  Royal  Hotel 
Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson,  vice-president,  in  the  chair.' 
There  was  a  large  and  representative  gathering  of  the 
members  present.  The  annual  report,  dealing  with 
the  doings  of  the  club,  the  acquiring  of  the  fine  lakes 
on  the  Kerr  estate,  oo.  Down,  topical  angling  items 
and  other  matters  of  interest  to  anglers,  was  read  by 
Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec,  and  adopted.  The 
financial  report  submitted  by  Mr.  John  Loewenthal, 
hon.  treasurer,  was  considered  satisfactory  and  passed,' 
and  a  general  discussion  followed.  The  association 
has  now  %  membership  of  close  on  seventy,  and  was 
never  in  a  more  perfect  or  harmonious  state  of 
working. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishine  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotsvvold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  ingle'r 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ■  "the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Diana  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  post  free 
from  the  Author,  addre-ssed  to  37,  King  Sticct.  Covent  GaMen' 
at  the  reduced  price  of  23.  (id.  ■  ' 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Kemabks.  —  The  coarse 
fishing  season  on  the  Thames  closed  on  Thursday,  the 
river  only  clearing,  after  the  heavy  push  of  water,  in 
time  to  afiord  a  couple  of  days'  chance  of  good  sport. 
Roach  were  feeding  fairly  well,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  chub,  though  in  the  lower  reaches  the  water 
was  too  much  coloured  for  chubbing.  The  fish  were 
full  of  fight,  and  fortunately  bank  anglers  had  as  good 
a  chance  of  getting  fish  as  punt  fishermen.  The 
season  as  a  whole  has  not  been  a  good  one,  though  some 
fine  specimen  fish  have  been  caught.  The  river 
during  the  summer  was  too  low  and  bright  with  a 
slack  stream,  and  instead  of  getting  a  good  flush  in  the 
autumn  or  early  winter  the  river  was  almost  gin-bright 
in  December.  The  fall  of  snow  in  the  early  part  of 
January  put  the  water  out  of  order,  and  the  season 
closed  with  water  coloured  by  rain  which  we  usually 
get  earlier.  On  March  10  I  had  a  few  nice  roach  at 
Ditton,  but  heavy  water  coming  down,  .Jack  Keen  says 
from  the  Loddon,  I  went  to  Datchet  on  Monday. 
Two  dozen  roach,  largest  fish  ll^oz.,  was  the  result  of 
the  day's  fishing,  and  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  with  Dr. 
Paradise,  I  had  another  dozen,  largest  fish  IJlb. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  Chertsey,  Laleham,  Staines,  etc. — Anglers 

during  the  past  week  have  as  a  rule  met  with  poor 
sport,  the  river  being  very  thick,  but  is  now  all  right 
for  the  closing  day,  Thursday.  On  the  7th  inst.,  in 
company  with  assistant  keepers  Moffatt  and  Clark,  I 
netted  Mrs.Batson's  pond  at  Feltham,  and  amongst  other 
fish  taken,  355  carp  were  placed  in  the  carriers  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  distributed 
in  the  river  at  Laleham,  Chertsey  and  Sunbury.  On 
the  9th  inst.  Mr.  C.  Haynes,  fishing  with  Otter  Hone, 
caught  111b.  of  roach,  largest  lib.  3Joz.  On  the  10th, 
Messrs.  Burmstead  and  Fairhead,  1  dozen  roach, 
largest  IJlb.— J.  V.  E. 

• — ^  (Zaechlade,  Glos.) — The  river  here  during  the 
past  week  has  been  in  nice  order  for  the  closing  of  the 
season,  and  a  number  of  anglers  of  all  descriptions 
have  been  out  after  pike,  perch,  roach  and  chub,  and 
in  some  instances  capital  sport  has .  been  had. 
Amongst  others  who  have  been  out  are  Messrs.  Bently, 
Innocent,  John  Morgan,  Lovet,  Moire,  Milne,  Rawlin- 
son,  Cambridge,  Jackson,  Gregson,  Eaton,  etc. — The 
Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — The  weather  is  now  fine  and 
springlike,  with  an  increasing  number  of  flies  upon 
the  water,  and  anglers  will  now  soon  begin  trout 
fishing.  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of  cowdung  flies  on  the 
water  to-day,  and  trout  were  taking  them  well.  This 
is  one  of  the  very  best  flies  for  a  breezy  day.  A  little 
more  local  stocking  is  going  on. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  river, 
part  of  the  week,  has  been  full  of  water  after  recent 
■  rains.  After  it  subsided  cold  east  winds  made  the 
water  rough  and  lumpy.  Up  to  Wednesday  only  one 
good  day's  sport  could  be  had,  when  several  pike,  with 
a  fair  sprinkling  of  roach,  were  had.  The  water  now 
is  in  good  trim.  We  are  hoping  for  the  last  day  to 
have  some  good  bags.  On  this  early  river  the  roach 
are  still  in  good  condition  and  fight  strong.— John  0. 
George. 

Bure,  Norfolk    (Wroxham    District).  —  The 

Broads  have  now  been  free  of  ice  for  some  little  time, 
and,  with  the  rivers,  are  recovering  from  the  effects  of 
snow  water,  so  that  anglers  may  yet  have  a  chance  of 
making  something  of  the  fag-end  of  the  pike  season, 
which,  generally  considered,  has  been  a  disappointing 
one,  although  here  and  there  some  big  fish  have  been 
landed,  but  nothing  like  the  number  which  such 
typical  pike  waters  should  afiord.  The  pike  season 
has  no  legal  end  in  Norfolk  or  Suffolk,  thanks  to  the 
dubious  blessing  of  the  Norfolk  and  SuSolk  Fisheries 
Act,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  so  many  local  fishermen 
persist  in  fishing  far  in  to  April,  or  even  May,  when 
the  pike  are-  in  an  advanced  state  of  spawn.  Anyone 
really  knowing  the  public  fishings  on  these  rivers  will 
not  hesitate  in  saying  that  pike  fishing  therein  has 
now  become  scarcely  worth  the  bother  and  expense, 
and  it  is  only  on  the  preserved  broads  or  on  private 
lakes  that  anglers  need  look  for  any  adequate  return 
for  money  and  time  spent  in  piking.  Roach  are  feed- 
ing very  badly.  Weather  sunny,  but  with  a  biting  air 
.from  the  east  to-day,  March  10.  Reaching,  however, 
with  warmer  weather,  will  continue  very  fair  yet  for  a 
month  or  two. — C.  H.  Tatlob. 

Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel  (Dulverton).  —  The 
alteration  of  date  of  opening  of  trout  fishing  on  the 
Exe,  and  the  wild  weather  we  had  a  fortnight  since, 
made  the  trout  season  later  than  it  has  been  of  recent 
years,  but  the  water  is  now  in  order,  and  fair  sport  is 
going  on.  Warmer  weather  would  make  prospects 
very  good.  The  killing  flies  now  are :  Halfstone, 
February  Red,  Blue  Upright,  and  Herons  Blue. — 
Blue  Upright. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Coin,  Leach,  etc.  (East  Gloucestershire). — The 

East  Gloucestershire  trout  streams  are  in  capital 
order  for  the  time  of  year,  and  by  April  1,  when 
the  trouting  season  opens,  the  trout  will  be  in  nice 
condition,  for  they  are  in  a  very  forward  state,  the 
spawning  season  having  been  a  very  early  and  suc- 
cessful one. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — It  is  only  during 
the  past  day  or  so  that  anything  could  be  done  with 
the  fly.  The  water  is  high,  and  not  nearly  so  big  as 
last  week,  but  several  stickles  are  still  unfishable. 
Among  the  takes  on  the  opening  day  may  be  mentioned 
nine  brace  by  Mr.  Hingston,  and  two  dozen  by  Mr.  J. 
Edmonds,  the  latter  also  getting  a  dozen  and  a  half  on 
the  Harbourne  one  day  last  week.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  E.  Distin  killed  half  a  dozen.  Monday  was  really 
the  first  fly  fishing  day.  Mr.  Salisbury  (a  regular 
visitor  to  the  Dart),  staying  at  Staverton,  creeled  three 
dozen,  Mr.  Soper  basketed  seventeen,  Mr.  E.  Distin  a 
dozen,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  three  brace.  There  are  a 
number  of  angling  visitors  in  the  district,  and  one 
gentleman  on  Monday  counted  sixteen  rods  on  a  com- 
paratively short  space  of  water.  No  salmon  have 
been  killed  by  rod  in  the  lower  waters  as  yet,  although 
a  couple  have  been  risen  at  the  Weir  by  Mr.  G. 
Garrow  Green  and  Mr.  James  Couran,  of  Plympton. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  clearing 
but  the  water  is  still  very  cold,  and  as  little  fly-fishing 
has  been  done  the  season  can  scarcely  said  to  be  fairly 
started.  Takes  of  trout  are  hardly  up  to  the  average 
for  the  early  part  of  this  month.  With  a  March 
Brown  and  Red  Palmer  fourteen  were  killed  on  the 
Carey  after  a  few  hours'  fishing. — Devonian. 

Dore  and  Tributaries. — Water  is  now  in  good 
condition,  and  one  or  two  local  anglers  have  drawn 
first  blood.  The  trout  proved  to  be  in  good  condition. 
They  were  taken  from  Bentley  Brook. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — From  March  1  the  river  was  in 
a  very  disturbed  state  for  a  full  week  and  sport  was  at 
a  standstill.  Since  then  we  have  had  more  settled 
weather,  and  the  water  is  all  that  can  be  wished. 
The  kelt  seem  to  have  come  down  from  the  upper 
reaches,  and  are  giving  anglers  a  good  deal  of  annoy- 
ance about  Wetheral,  Warwick  and  Crosby.  The 
Corby  Castle  keeper  has  landed  three  good  fish,  Mr. 
Cookston  one  at  Warwick  Hall,  Mr.  CoUingwood  one 
at  Eden  Brows,  Mr.  Bosewing  one,  and  Mr.  Slater 
one.  They  are  still  running  heavy,  though  there  are 
some  nice  little  fish  of  81b.  or  91b.  showing,  and  they 
are  fresh  run.  Trout  are  rising  pretty  well  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  at  the  little  dark  bleas  which  are 
hatching  out  plentifully,  but  they  are  in  poor  con- 
dition.— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  improved  in  con- 
dition during  the  week,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  at 
the  time  of  writing  are  more  promising.  A  few  anglers 
plied  the  rod  during  the  early  days  of  the  week,  but  no 
catches  were  effected. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  more  spring- 
like for  past  day  or  two,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  rain 
seems  again  imminent.  Messrs.  Baker  have  enjoyed 
very  fair  sport  on  their  Salmon  Pool  Reserve,  taking 
in  two  days  five  springers,  8ib.,  SJlb.,  91b.,  9^1b.,  and 
12^1b.  respectively.  There  has  been  a  good  run  of 
salmon  thus  far,  one  of  the  Topsham  nets  securing 
about  a  score  of  fish  in  first  two  days,  and  I  believe 
the  Trews  Weir  Net  has  already  accounted  for  over 
one  hundred.  This  latter,  sperating  as  it  does  between 
two  weirs,  is  a  big  drain  on  the  river,  and  a  sad  mar- 
sport  for  the  up-river  rods,  by  whom  it  is  most 
cordially  detested.  Up  to  now  but  little  has  been 
done  among  the  trout,  but  the  fish  caught  appear  to 
be  in  very  good  condition  for  so  early  in  the  season. 
Best  killing  flies,  February  Red,  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Middle  Blue. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Angling  is  very  good  in  the  Fen  district  at  the  present 
time,  and  coarse  fishermen  are  striving  to  make  the 
best  of  the  time  that  remains  before  the  season  ends. 
Pike  fishermen  appear  to  have  been  pretty  lucky  in  the 
leading  resorts.  Many  in  the  Donington  district  have 
had  two  and  three,  and  even  more  brace  of  good  fish 
placed  to  their  account.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  same 
water  good  luck  has  attended  on  the  fishermen  about 
Hubbarts  Bridge.  A  Boston  angler  had  the  good  luck 
here  a  short  time  ago  to  land  a  fish  scaling  13JIb. 
Some  decent  sport  is  also  reported  from  Deeping  on 
the  Welland.  Roach  fishermen  are  also  having  a  fair 
time  of  it  on  the  roach  waters,  particularly  on  the 
Glen. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Fishing  in  the 
Idle  district  is  rather  quiet.  Most  of  the  sport  is  con- 
fined to  the  pools  and  dead  waters  in  search  of  pike. 
Now  and  then  the  bottom  fishers  have  got  dishes  of 
decent  roach  about  Bollam  and  Mattersey,  whilst 
above  Retford  chub  and  grayling  are  said  to  have 
garnished  the  baskets.  We  hear  that  a  party  who 
often  seek  their  sport  about  Haxey  had  some  rare 
sport  on  a  private  pool  which  shall  be  nameless. 
During  the  day  they  landed  over  a  hundredweight  of 
fine  pike,  the  best  turned  the  scale  at  141b.  Pike- 
fishing  on  the  Trent  is  about  over,  but  we  hear  that  at 
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Swine's  Head  a  party  of  anglers  got  a  quantity  of  pike, 
roach,  and  rudd  ;  one  of  the  latter  scaled  3Ib. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  fishing  has 
begun  for  the  year,  and  from  results  already  obtained 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  season  will  be  a  good  one,  as 
the  fish  already  taken  are  in  first-class  condition.  Till 
the  last  day  or  two,  however,  the  weather  has  been 
very  bad,  storm  succeeding  storm,  making  fishing 
almost  impossible.  Mr.  D.  Piue  has  had  some  fair 
days.  On  the  4th  he  killed  ten  fish,  weighing  filb.  14oz., 
and  on  the  8th  he  creeled  thirteen  fish,  scaling  81b.  3oz. ; 
on  the  9th  Mr.  Pine  killed  ten  fish  (61b.  11  oz.)  and  Mr. 
Hall  killed  four  (21b.  11  oz.)  ;  on  the  11th  Mr.  Pine 
took  seven  fish  (41b.  2oz.)  and  Mr.  Hall  eight  (41b.  lOoz.) 
Yesterday  Mr.  Pine  had  five  fish  (31b.  7oz.)  and  Mr. 
Malpass  and  Mr.  Hall  two  each.  It  is  nice  and  warm 
to-day  and  there  are  some  fish  about,  so  that  the 
prospects  are  promising.  The  killing  flies  are  Pine's 
Fancy,  and  February  Red. — Long  Drift. 

Lea. — The  river  has  been  in  full  flood  and  the  colour 
of  clay.  It  was  on  Wednesday,  having  fined  down,  in 
grand  condition  for  roach  fishing,  and  given  fine, 
warm,  and  calm  weather,  numerous  roach  ought  to  be 
taken.  Sport  among  these  fish  has  decidedly  im- 
proved since  the  "  push  "  of  water,  the  fish  being  taken 
up  to  lib.  6oz.  at  Ware.  Excellent  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  met  with  between  Hertford  Lock  and  the 
engine-house,  and  a  161b.  take  of  roach  is  reported 
from  the  St.  Margaret's  district.  Rye  House  has  been 
yielding  some  good  class  roach.  Pike  and  perch 
fishing  has  been  quiet,  and  the  close  season  for  these 
fish  began  yesterday  (Friday).  I  hear  that  a  grayling 
has  been  taken  above  Hertford — a  fish  not  often  met 
with  in  the  Lea.  The  Stort,  Rib,  and  Beane  have  all 
been  the  colour  of  pea  soup,  but  are  in  good  order  now. 
Trout  have  begun  to  move  on  the  main  rivers  and 
tributaries,  and  on  Monday  dace  were  rising  on  the 
glides  in  the  Lea  at  Hertford. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg'  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  now  getting  into  good  order 
for  fishing  once  more.  The  water  last  week  was  high 
and  muddy,  but  the  few  fine  days  this  week  have 
worked  wonders  in  the  case  of  the  trout  and  flies,  as 
the  natural  flies  are  now  coming  on,  and  the  trout  are 
beginning  to  rise  well,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week,  if 
the  weather  holds  fine,  there  should  be  good  sport  had 
in  both  streams.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  used  fly  and  worm,  and  nice  trout  landed.  The 
flies  to  use  will  be  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer,  February 
Red,  Silver  Dun,  and  Blue  Dun.  The  Pinsley  is  clear 
and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lng'g',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  sink  very  slowly,  and  are  still  stained,  though 
that  would  not  prevent  fly  fishing  were  they  low 
enough.  It  vyill  be  the  beginning  of  coming  week 
before  there  will  be  a  chance  of  angling,  and  ]3rospects 
are  not  very  encouraging,  although  the  last  three  days 
have  been  fine.  Yet  wind  is  in  the  east,  and  very  few 
natural  flies  to  be  seen.  What  few  trout  have  been 
taken  (in  Pinsley,  the  earlie.st  stream)  seem  in  a 
backward  condition.  Flies  to  select  from  should  be  : 
February  Bed,  Red  Tag,  Blue  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Dark  Willow,  Mulberry  Dun,  and  Cowdung. 
The  following  are  also  due,  and  may  appear  any  day : 
March  Brown,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hardy  Brown. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— River  has  remained  full 
.  of  water,  and  many  have  been  disappointed  in  not 
having  had  a  little  angling  the  last  few  days  of  the 
season.  However,  at  the  tail  end  of  last  week  some 
good  pike  were  captured,  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  of  Peter- 
borough, taking  six  which  weighed  421b.,  the  best 
being  about  lOJIb.  Mr.  George  Ward,  of  New  Fletton, 
while  angling  near  March  on  Monday,  secured  a 
splendid  pike,  nicely  proportioned  and  well  fed,  and 
weighing  rather  over  131b. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— A  great  deal  of 
rain  fell  last  week,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  week  the 
river  was  very  full  and  discoloured.  On  Saturday, 
March  9,  several  rods  were  on  the  preserved  water, 
and  all  killed  trout.  One  got  eleven  and  another  nine, 
averaging  about  6oz.  There  was  very  little  natural  fly 
about,  and  no  rise  worth  mentioning.  At  time  of 
reporting,  Wednesday,  March  13,  all  traces  of  the  late 
freshet  have  disappeared,  the  river  being  quite  clear 
and  low  A  rod  at  Tipton  took  two  brace,  about  2  p.m. 
on  the  Blue  Upright.  Scarcely  a  fly  appeared  on  the 
water  the  whole  day. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — In  my  report  last  week  please  read 
eleven  dozen  for  eleven  dory  caught  on  the  Tavy.  I 
don't  know  whether  it  was  my  bad  writing,  or  whether 
the  compositor  had  too  much  salt  water  for  breakfast. 
Some  fine  baskets  of  trout 'have  been  taken  on  the 
Meavy,  Dart,  and  Tavy,  some  of  the  fish  being  above 
the  average  for  Devonshire  streams,  namely,  from 
lib.,  lilh.  to  21b.  A  fresh  run  "  schooler  "  peel  about 
fib.  was  caught  on  the  Plym.  This  is  very  early,  but 
1  have  noticed  for  many  years  that  a  few  stragglers, 
both  peel  and  salmon,  come  up  fresh  from  the  sea  at 
all  times  through  the  season.  The  rivers  are  fining 
down  into  good  condition.  The  Hoflands  Fancy  has 
accounted  for  most  of  the  trout. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Ver\-  little  sport  has  been  bad  up  to  the 
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present,  as  very  wet  and  stormy  weather  was  expe- 
rienced here  during  the  greater  part  of  last  week.  A 
decided  change  for  the  better  took  place  on  Saturday, 
which  was  a  beautiful  day,  but  these  rivers  were  too 
much  swollen  and  out  of  condition  to  give  anglers 
a  chance.  The  spring-like  weather  still  continues, 
and  the  snow  is  very  rapidly  disappearing  from 
amongst  the  Welsh  mountains,  so  that  the  rivers  have 
still  a  lot  of  "  snow  broth  "  in  the  water ;  and  sport  is 
yet  very  indifferent,  but  should  the  present  fine 
weather  continue,  in  a,  short  time  these  rivers  will 
soon  be  in  good  condition  for  angling. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — There 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  weather  during 
the  past  week  ;  rain  has  held  off,  and  some  days  have 
been  warm  and  summer-like.  Rivers  are  going  down, 
but  the  change  came  too  late  to  be  of  service,  as 
before  this  reaches  the  reader  the  season  for  coarse 
fishing  will  be  over — a  tame  ending  to  a  bad  season. 
Several  anglers  fished  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills 
early  in  the  week,  but  only  succeeded  in  taking  a  few 
small  roach  and  dace,  as  the  water  was  much  too  high 
and  clouded  for  successful  sport.  The  Rother,  which  was 
running  high  and  strong,  proved  almost  a  blank,  and 
visitors  to  the  Arun  fared  badly.  A  few  anglers  have 
tried  Chichester  Canal.  The  water  has  been  in  fairly 
good  trim,  but  sport  below  the  average.  A  small  pike 
of  2^1b.  was  taken  near  Donnington,  on  worm,  while 
perch  fishing,  a  few  small  perch,  small  bream,  and 
roach. — Geobge  F.  Saltee. 

TaiF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  No 
fishing,  either  with  salmon  or  trout  done  as  yet.  Let 
us  hope  that  this  season  will  be  better  than  last. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Waters  are  still  up  from  the 
late  rain,  and  a  few  nice  catches  have  been  had.  I 
heard  of  one  eighteen,  two  over  two  dozen,  and  some 
one  dozen  trout.  The  frosty  mornings  have  done 
nothing  to  improve  the  rivers  or  sport.  March  Bro^vns 
are  about,  but  fish  do  not  care  for  them."  Should  the 
cold  winds  and  frost  disappear,  some,  good  sport  will 
be  had.  Kelts  hkve  gone  down,  but  there  are  many 
far  up  that  have  not  j'et  reached  the  tidal  water. 
The  usual  flies  are  killing. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely ;  it  is  now  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  had.  The  weather  has  been 
better,  but  the  nights  have  been  rather  cold,  followed 
by  bright,  sunshiny  days,  which  brought  a  good  few 
natural  flies  out.  The  water  was  muddy  on  Tuesday 
and  the  fish  were  not  on  the  rise,  but  on  Wednesday 
they  were  feeding,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  being  had  in  this  part.  There  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out  using  worm,  which  has  been  the  most 
successful,  and  some  very  good  samples  of  trout  have 
been  landed.  With  continued  warm  weather  sport 
should  be  had  with  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  Februarv 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Silver  Dmi,  and  Coch-y-bondhu.  On 
Monday,  below  Ludford,  some  nice-sized  trout  were 
taken  with  worm.  On  Tuesday,  fishing  under  the 
Castle,  Mr.  Simmons  landed  five  good  trout  with 
worm.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  order,  some  trout  being  landed  from 
them  this  week.  Prospects  for  sport  are  good. — S. 
Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — There  has  been  a  decided  change 

in  che  weather  in  this  part  for  the  better,  and  the 
river,  which  was  running  high  and  muddy  last  week, 
has  gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  should  be  in 
good  order  by  Saturday  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  sunshine  in  the  day  has  brought  out  a  good  few 
real  flies,  and  the  fish  have  been  inclined  to  rise  ;  and 
a  few  more  warm  days  and  they  will  be  rising  well. 
Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few  have  been  out 
with  fly  and  worm,  and  some  fair  samples  of  trout 
have  been  taken.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  in 
order. — Wohcestek. 

Usk  (Aberg'avenny,  Mon.)— Very  little  sport 
has  been  had  here  lately,  the  water  although  a  decent 
height  has  gone  very  clear.  The  salmon  fishermen 
ought  to  give  a  good  account  of  themselves  this  spring, 
if  having  plenty  of  water  to  enable  the  fish  to  come  up 
has  anything  to  do  with  it. — Ebn.  C.  J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— The  Witham 
during  the  last  few  days  has  been  running  very  high, 
and  little  has  been  done  since  last  week-end.  Prior  to 
that  time  a  few  captures  were  noted.  At  Stixwold 
Ferry  a  sportsman  landed  a  nice  lot  of  roach,  and 
there  were  other  captures  of  the  same  fish  at  other 
points.  Perch  fishing  has  also  succeeded.  At  the 
drain  end  below  Kirkstead  two  visitors,  with  Brandling 
worms,  got  about  401b.  of  fine  perch,  running  from  Jib. 
to  IJlb.  A  few  decent  pike  have  also  been  caught 
below  Tattershall.  One  fish  scaled  lljlb.  Anglers 
on  the  Bain  above  Conningsby  INIill  continue  to  be 
rewarded.  One  angler  is  stated  to  have  taken  over 
301b.  of  roach.  Three  previous  visits  had  afforded  him 
1041b.  Some  few  dace  and  chub  have  also  been  landed 
on  roach  tackle.  Boston  anglers  still  report  success 
on  the  drains  around  that  town,  and  fair  accounts  are 
to  hand  of  the  Hobhole  at  Old  Leake.— Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorkshire). — Some  splendid  spring-like  weather 
followed  the  storms  of  last  week,  and  the  prospects  for  I 


the  opening  of  the  trout-fishing  season  could  not 
possibly  be  better  than  they  are  at  present,  and  with 
the  Dark  Needle  Brown,  Snipe  and  Orange,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Blue  Hawk  (which  must  bo  dressed  from  the 
Merlin  Hawk),  Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  the 
Woodcock  and  Orange  anglers  may  expect  to  meet 
with  some  sport  next  week,  although  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  are  not  so  early  as  some  of  the  streams  of  the 
southern  countries,  the  above  spider  flies  will  kill  in 
any  river  in  the  kingdom.    The  Yore  has  got  into  fine 
fishing  trim.    I  killed  a  nice  pike  of  111b.  below  Middle- 
ham  Bridge  yesterday  as  she  (for  it  was  a  female)  was  in 
close  proximity  to  a  good  grayling  stream.    I  was  proud 
of  my  capture,  and  expect  to  get  her  mate  to-day  and  a 
few  others.    A  few  roach  have  been  caught  in  my 
district,  and  some  fine  perch ;  and  from  Ripon  I  hear 
of  fair  sport  there,   Mr.  D.  White,  of  the  Prince 
Arthru-  Club,  having  a  good  basket  of  81b.  roach,  dace, 
etc.     Some  York  and  Leeds  Anglers  have  visited 
Pocklington  Canal  and  have  met  with  fair  sport. 
Mr.  G.  Helliwell  and  Mr.  Burniston  secured  three  or 
four  pike,  the  heaviest  turned  the  scale  at  181b. 
On  the  Wharfe  sport  has  been  fair  amongst  the  small 
pike.    Mr.  J.  Grassham  secured  three  pike  with  live 
baiting,  and  other  three  with  spinning.  Sport  amongst 
the  coarse  fish  has  been  fair  with  swimming  the  worm. 
Messrs.  Rippin,  Thomas,  Byron,  and  others  have  been 
fairly  successful.    Poor  reports  are  to  hand  from  the 
Derwent  and   Nidd ;    the  water  has    been  high, 
but    should    the    present  weather   continue,  they 
vrill    soon    run    into    condition.       Up    to  last 
week  pike  fishing  in  the  Hornsea  Mere  has  been 
impracticable,    owing    to    the    large    quantity  of 
water  running  into  the  lake  from,  the  surrounding 
elevations  ;  the  influx  of  water  has  been  great  con- 
sidering the  high  position  of  this  basin  of  water ;  how- 
ever, it  has  had  a  serious  effect  on  angling.  Practically 
since  November  the  water  has  been  in  a  muddy  con- 
dition ;  it  is  clearer  now,  and  the  few  remaining  days  of 
coarse  fish  fishing  promises  well.   Several  anglers  have 
been  down  this  week,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Woodhouse, 
of  York,  had  capital  sport,  his  best  fish  being  a  good 
specimen  of  201b.  (which  he  is  having  stuffed),  his 
other  principal  fish  were  of  lO^lb.,  8Jlb.,  and  7Jlb. 
weight.    Mr.  Schroeder,  of  York,  arrived  on  Wednes- 
day night,  and  had  a  few  hours  live-bait  fishing  on 
Thursday  morning  and  found  good  sport.     He  was 
successful  in  landing  a  beauty  which  turned  the  scale 
at  21Jlb.    Anglers  are  expected  this  week  end  from 
Newcastle,  York,  and  Oldham,  to  stay  over  next  week. 
Messrs.   Wilkinson  and  another,   of   Oldham,  and 
Messrs.  Jessop  and  INIounsey,  Hull,  have  been  fishing 
Monday  and  Tuesday  without  catching  anything.  Mr. 
Woodhouse,  York,  to-day  had  a  few  pike,  but  all 
under  the  standard.    Mr.  Schroeder,  York,  has  had 
the  most  sport.    Yesterday  he  did  nothing,  but  to-day 
he  landed  one  of  13Jlb.,  and  another  of  lOJlb.,  besides 
others  of  smaller  weight.    Most  of  these  anglers  are 
staying  over  the  week,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record 
good  sport  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  weather  has  been 
changeable  during  the  week,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain 
has  fallen.  Spring  salmon  are  scarce  enough,  but 
kelts  are  plentiful.  Salmon  are  running  up  the  Eden 
in  copious  numbers,  but  at  present  those  fish  are 
fighting  shy  of  the  Esk.  The  lessees  of  the  poke 
nets  and  the  poke  net  fishermen  in  the  Solway 
have  commenced  their  season  fairly  well.  Since 
the  netting  opened  some  splendid  salmon  of 
light  weights  have  been  caught.  The  salmon 
have  been  running  in  weights  from  71b.  to  91b. 
for  spring  fish,  while  one  or  two  salmon  of  161b. 
to  201b.  have  been  captured.  The  fishings  are 
considered  to  be  the  best  for  four  or  five  years.  Prices 
are  still  high,  the  closing  on  Saturday  being,  for  spring 
salmon  of  light  weights.  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  pound. 
Both  the  Esk  and  Liddle  are  now  in  good  order  for 
the  fly.  The  beds  of  the  rivers  are  clean  and 
thoroughly  destitute  of  filth.  At  time  of  writing  have 
just  heard  that  some  spring  salmon  have  been  seen  in 
the  Esk.  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Eskbank,  and  the  Laird  of 
Clayeth  have  both  been  out  in  the  mid-reaches,  with- 
out result.  In  the  lower  portions  of  the  Esk  sport  has 
not  improved. — Gilnockie. 

r^Carron  (Ardgfay,  N.B.). — Several  nice  salmon 
have  been  got  both  on  Invercharron  and  Braelangwell 
waters.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  two 
of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  on  Tuesday  this  week  one 
of  81b.— B. 

■  Deveron    (Banffshire). — This    river  is  getting 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suital)le  for  trout  casta,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  (juality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casta,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each.  Kly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  HI.  Mll.I.KR.  Northern  Angler.'' 
Depot,  Ifl.  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


into  more  favourable  condition  for  angling  and  net 
fishing.  The  water  is  rather  foul  for  the  rod,  but 
should  the  dry,  sunshiny  weather  that  we  have 
been  experiencing  for  some  time  continue,  it  will  soon 
get  into  form.  Several  of  the  lessees  of  the  fishings 
in  the  middle  districts  have  arrived,  and  those  of  the 
upper  districts  are  expected  soon  for  the  spring  fishing. 
The  high  water  for  some  time  has  been  favouring  the 
running  of  clean  fish  and  kelts  down  to  the  sea.  Very 
few_  dead  fish  have  been  seen  this  season.  The  net 
fishings  on  the  rivet  somewhat  improved  this  week,  a 
few  fish  having  been  captured  by  both  the  night  and 
day  fishermen.  Some  of  them  weighed  161b.  On  the 
coast  the  sea  has  calmed  down,  and  the  wind  is  in  a 
more  favourable  direction  for  fish  dravsdng  to  the 
shore.  Since  the  middle  of  last  week  a  fair  number  of 
salmon  have  been  got  at  most  of  the  stations  of  an 
average  weight  of  91b.,  the  heaviest  weighing  221b. 
On  Monday  a  box  was  sent  to  the  market,  and  another 
on  Wednesday  of  over  Icwt.  There  is  a  fair  amount 
of  sea  trout  on  the  river  of  an  average  weight  of  lib.  to 
l^lb.  The  yield  of  fish  from  the  coast  stations  at 
Gardenstown  was  less  than  that  of  tha  previous  week. 
— H.  W. 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  March  8,  Mr.  Stanton 

killed  salmon  221b.,  and  Captain  Graham  151b.  On 
March  9,  Captain  Graham  killed  two  salmon  141b. 
each.  On  March  11,  Mr.  Stanton  killed  salmon  161b. 
On  March  12,  Mr.  Stanton  killed  salmon  141b.  The 
Loch  is  in  good  ply. — Wm.  Knight. 

Lochboisdale  (South  Uist). — The  sea-trout  season 
opened  with  gales  of  wind  and  rain.  Since  the  weather 
abated,  however,  splendid  sport  has  been  the  rule. 
Mr.  H.  Ellis  Harvey,  fishing  from  Lochboisdale  Hotel, 
has  had  capital  sport,  his  average  being  exactly  51b. 
each  fish.  His  baskets  were  :  March  7,  on  the  Bharp, 
two  sea-trout,  21b.  ;  March  8,  on  the  Lower  Kildonan, 
one  sea-trout,  3Jlb. ;  March  11,  on  the  Lower  Kildonan, 
four  sea-trout,  151b.,  heaviest  61b.;  March  12,  on  the 
Lower  Kildonan,  four  sea- trout,  111b.,  heaviest  41b. — 
H.E. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — In  view  of  the  forth- 
coming angling  season  in  this  island,  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  know  the  results  of  past  seasons.  Last 
year  27  salmon,  868  sea  trout,  and  1247  brown  trout 
were  landed,  the  total  being  2142,  showing  a  decrease 
from  the  previous  season  of  564,  when  the  total 
amounted  to  2786.  The  catch  of  salmon  could  be 
added  to  very  considerably  if  the  early  spring  fishing 
were  more-  taken  advantage  of.  The  first  day's 
fishing  from  this  hotel  this  spring  resulted  in  a 
beautiful  salmon  of  lOlb.,  and  to-day  (Wednesday) 
Captain  Sneddon,  of  Kilmarnock,  landed  a  fine  sea 
trout.  This  augurs  well  for  the  fishing  season  com- 
menced with  so  favourable  a  success,  particularly  as 
salmon  seem  to  be  fully  as  abundant  as  last  year. — . 
G.  J. 

Lochness  (Foyers). — Pishing  from  Foyers  Hotel 
on  March  6  Mr.  Tilston  had  one  salmon  121b.  and 
another  101b.  On  March  9  Mr.  Herring,  of  Wrays- 
bury,  Bucks,  had  one  91b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  9,  Mrs.  Maisey, 
fishing  for  Mr.  Kay,  Edinburgh,  landed  a  salmon, 
171b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  rortingall.— March  12,  Mr.  A.  J.  Walter 
Norfolk,  fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  landed  a 
beautiful  salmon  of  171b.  lloz. ;  Hugh  McLellan, 
keeper,  two,  one  171b.  and  one  181b.  On  the  Chesthill 
water  Mr.  Donald  McNaughton  one  221b.  River  in 
good  ply. — MacPhail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  the 
4th  Mr.  Argles,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  a  salmon  on  beat 
No.  2,  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Christie  one  on  No.  4.  On  the 
5th  Mr.  Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  got  one  on  No.  3, 
and  Mr.  Argles  one  on  No.  4.  On  the  7th  Mr.  Argles 
landed  two  salmon  on  No.  6,  and  Mr.  Christie  one 
on  No.  2.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Christie  had  a  fourteen- 
pounder  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Johnson  two  salmon 
on  No.  6.— B. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been 
somewhat  big  with  melted  snows  for  the  best  of  sport 
being  had,  and  especially  so  on  the  lower  waters. 
The  top  fish  of  the  season  as  reported  last  week  was 
capped  the  other  day  by  another  of  31Jlb.,  got  by 
Davie  Nicoll  on  Mr.  Baird's  Lower  Durris  Water  to 
the  fly.  This  is  the  record  spring  fish  on  the  Dee, 
Baggots  have  been  got  over  this  weight,  but  the 
present  heavy  weights,  and  particularly  this  and  the 
one  killed  by  Mr.  Deverell,  are  in  every  point  the 
finest  of  clean  fresh-run  spring  beauties,  this  being 
testified  to  by  independent  experts  who  have  seen 
and  examined  the  fish.  All  the  big  weights  have 
been  got  to  the  fly,  which  is  proving  the  beat 
of  lures  for  early  spring  fishing.  On  the  Inver- 
cauld  Water,  Braemar,  Colonel  Blacket  creeled 
two  of  91b.  and  101b.,  and  Mr.  Bruckley  two  of  81b. 
and  141b.  on  the  lower  water.  On  the  King's  Water 
at  Balmoral  the  royal  keepers  are  getting  an  occasional 
fish,  while  Mr.  Griffiths  and  party,  on  the  Ballater 
sections,  are  haviaig  fair  sport.  On  the  Dinnet  Water 
Mr.  Vickers  and  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes  creeled  three, 
two,  and  four  fish  during  the  past  three  days  from  71b. 
to  161b.  On  the  Glentana  Waters  Mr.  Montgomerie 
creeled  one  on  Friday  of  9Jlb.  and  another  on  Satm'day 
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of  similar  weight.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  Waters  Mr. 
Ward  had  one  of  111b.  Lord  Aberdeen  has  rented  this 
section  for  the  spring  from  the  Marquis  of  Huntly. 
Splendid  sport  has  been  had  on  the  hotel  beats  by 
Mr.  Russell  and  others,  who  have  one,  two,  and 
three  fish  daily,  scaling  up  to  17^1b.,  Mr.  Sandison, 
jun.,  having  creeled  the  latter  weight  on  Saturday  last. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  water  very  good  sport  has 
been  got.  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  had  twelve  fish  on  the 
Lower  Dess  scaling  up  to  181b. ;  Mr.  Merryn  King 
nine  on  the  Lodge  water,  scaling  up  to  161b. ;  and 
Mr.  E.  Tennant  four  on  Carlogie,  scaling  up  to  151b. 
On  the  Ballogie  water  during  the  week  Mr.  Edmund 
King  creeled  eight  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  91b.,  and 
Mr.  8.  V.  Hare  five,  ranging  from  61b.  to  131b.  On 
Borrowstone  Lord  Garrioch  and  the  Hon.  William 
Brooks  creeled  seven  fish,  scaling  from  7lb.  to  101b., 
and  J.  Rudd  had  one  of  9|lb.  On  the  Sluie  section 
Mr.  Fould  grassed  three  fine  fish  on  Saturday,  of 
average  weights,  and  good  sport  was  also  had  by  Sir 
John  Gladstone  on  Upper  Blackball  and  Commouty, 
and  by  Mr.  Burrows  on  the  Woodend  water.  On 
the  Cairnton  water  Captain  T.  Turner  Farly  and 
party  landed  eleven  fish  on  Monday  scaling  from 
61b.  to  161b.,  and  four,  five,  and  six  on  other  days. 
On  the  Blackball  Castle  water  l\Ir.  T.  Hay  and  party 
had  nine  fish  during  past  two  days,  scaling  from  81b. 
to  151b. ;  while  Mr.  Gaskell  on  the  Inohmarlo  and 
Kineskie  waters  landed  seven,  scaling  from  71b.  to  151b., 
four,  scaling  81b.  to  121b.,  and  one  of  81b.  A  few 
salmon  have  also  been  killed  on  the  Invery  Lower 
Crathes  and  Upper  Durris  sections.  On  the  Lower 
Durris,  Mr.  Garden,  Aberdeen,  had  two  of  .  81b.  and 
101b.,  and  other  anglers  an  occasional  fish  or  so.  On 
the  Drum  and  lower  beats  the  river  has  been  all  too 
big,  but  the  Mid  Drum  water  has  fished  very  well 
indeed.  The  Don  is  too  big  and  black  for  good  sport. 
The  pools,  however,  are  teeming  with  fish  in  some 
parts,  although  they  are  very  stiff  to  rise.  An  expert 
suggests  that  the  Don  anglers  should  follow  the  lead 
of  the  Dee,  Tay,  and  Spey  anglers  in  adopting  larger 
flies  for  the  early  spring. — G.  Si. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been 
in  capital  order  since  last  week,  and  a  number  of  fine 
spring  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Annan,  which 
is  apparently  doing  pretty  well  this  spring.  It  is 
believed  that  the  improvement  in  the  angling  is  chiefly 
due  to  the  whammle  nets  being  taken  off  the  Solway, 
and  a  further  improvement  is  looked  for  as  the  season 
advances.  As  these  nets  were  destructive  to  sea  trout 
in  their  season,  as  also  grilse,  better  sport  is  anti- 
cipated when  the  sea  trout  and  grilse  runs  take 
place.  The  other  Border  rivers,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Carlisle  Eden,  do  not  so  far  show  much,  if  any, 
improvement  in  the  angling.  In  the  firth  nets  not 
quite  so  many  spring  fish  are  being  caught  this  week, 
though  the  nets  are  getting  odd  ones  daily.  It  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  spring  salmon  are  in  grand 
order  and,  as  a  rule,  running  from  61b.  to  141b.  each. 
A  goodly  number  of  rods  are  fishing  the  Eden  this 
week.  Some  Annan  gentlemen  have  taken  private 
stretches  on  this  river  for  the  spring  salmon  fishing. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  on  the  different 
rivers  of  the  district:  The  Annan. — In  the  higher  reaches 
of  this  water  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  of  last  week, 
Mr.  Hullet,  of  Moffat,  killed  a  spring  salmon  of  141b., 
and  on  same  day  Mr.  Alexander  Johnstone,  jun.,  Moffat, 
killed  one  of  14^1b.  In  the  lower  portion  on  Monday, 
Mr.  D.  C.  London,  of  Annan,  had  a  fine  little  fish  of 
lOJlb.,  with  a  silver  devon  minnow.  This  one  was 
taken  in  the  Brewery  pool  below  Annan  bridge.  On 
the  same  day  Angus  Macdonald,  one  of  Mr.  Lee's 
keepers,  killed  one  of  6|lb.  in  Craigdaie  stream, 
with  fly  of  mixed  wing,  and  silver  and  blue  body.  On 
Tuesday  Macdonald  had  another  beautiful  fish  of 
141b.  in  the  same  stream,  with  Silver  Grey  Fly. 
Trout  fishing  has  not  been  tried  by  anglers  in  this 
river.  Yellow  trout  are  generally  left  alone  until  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  The  Nith.— There  has 
been  no  sport  in  this  river,  though  quite  a  number 


of  rods  have  been  out  with  the  Salmon  Ply  in  the 
expectation  of  securing  a  spring  salmon.  It  is  believed 
that  a  number  of  fish  have  ascended  the  river. 
Trout  fishing  is  being  deferred  for  a  fortnight.  The 
Galloway  rivers. — No  notes  of  sport  come  from  the 
Galloway  waters  this  week.  The  Gatehouse  Fleet  has 
been  in  good  order,  as  also  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dec. 
The  greater  part  of  the  latter  stream  is  in  the  hands 
of  private  parties,  and  the  quality  of  the  sport  obtained 
is  often  kept  quiet.  The  Creetown  Cree  is  a  good 
little  river  for  spring  fish,  but  leave  is  difficult  to 
obtain.  The  Deiiwent,  of  Solway. — This  river  was 
in  flood  last  week,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
water  is  in  good  ply  for  fly.  Sport  has  been  quiet 
since  the  rod-fishing  opened.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  fishing  for  trout.  There  are  no  reports  of  any 
spring  salmon  being  caught  in  this  river,  as  also  in  the 
cocker.  The  weather  is  settled-looking  this  week 
and  bright  sunshine  has  prevailed  since  Monday.— 
Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — At  the  beginning  of  the  week 
the  water  was  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  later  on 
the  snow  off  the  hills  caused  it  to  rise  to  flood  height, 
Fairly  good  sport  was,  however,  got.  From  the 
Laggan  House  water  on  Friday  Mr.  Skinner,  Drumin, 
had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  and  from  the  Carron  House 
water  on  Saturday  Mr.  Grant,  gamekeeper,  had  two  of 
161b.  and  91b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  section  on 
Monday  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  killed  one  of  81b., 
and  on  Thm-sday  another  of  81b.  On  Friday  Mr. 
McKenzie  grassed  one  of  7Jlb.,  and  on  the  following 
day  another  of  6^1b.  ;  while  Mr.  Dallas,  lessee,  had 
one  of  81b.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  Floors  Castle  upper  water  has  been  doing  very 
well  since  the  river  has  got  smaller  and  clearer,  this 
stretch  always  fishing  best  when  low  and'  clear.  On 
March  8  Mr.  Leaf  caught  one  of  81b.,  and  on  the  same 
stretch  Mr.  Tullerton  one  of  81b.  ;  on  the  9th  Mr. 
Tullerton  had  one  of  121b.,  and  Mr.  Leaf  one  of  81b.  ; 
on  the  11th  Mr.  Tullerton  had  splendid  sport,  landing 
four  very  nice  salmon,  two  101b.  and  two  91b.,  and  on 
the  12th  Mr.  Leaf  had  two,  101b.  and  81b.,  the  lure 
being  used,  gudgeon  and  minnow.  On  the  Ednam 
House  water  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  has  been  very  successful ; 
on  March  8  he  had  two  splendid  salmon,  12^1b.  and 
81b.,  and  on  the  following  day  he  had  another  day's 
splendid  sport,  landing  five  salmon,  one  91b.,  three  81b., 
and  one  61b.,  also  returning  three  kelts.  On  March  11 
the  same  gentleman  had  one  of  91b.,  and  landed  four 
kelts.  On  March  12  he  was  rather  unlucky,losing  two  nice 
salmon  just  at  the  netting,  and  landing  several  kelts. 
On  the  Hendersyde  Water  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
obtained.  On  March  7  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  one  of  SJlb. 
and  Mr.  E.  W.  Robinson  one  of  91b.  On  March  11  Sir 
Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  had  three,  10Jlb.,7^1b. 
and  6^1b.,  and  on  March  12  he  had  two,  101b  and  8Jlb. 
On  Floors  Castle  lower  water  on  March  12  Miss 
Wright  had  one  nice  salmon  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Tolson 
landed  five  kelts.  On  the  Tweed,  in  one  of  the  lower 
stretches,  Mr.  T.  Marris,  of  Worksop,  killed  one  salmon 
of  91b. „ and  a  bull  trout  of  61b.,  while  his  son  Mr.  Chas. 
Marris  killed  four,  one  101b.,  and  three  61b.  On  the 
Carbarn  and  Birgham  water  good  sport  has  been 
obtained.  On  the  Pavilion  water,  Mr.  J.  Veitch  caught 
two,  81b.  and  121b.,  and  Miss  Veitch  a  sea  trout  of  71b. 
To-day  (March  20th)  the  weather  is  quite  summer-like, 
and  fishing  only  obtainable  when  the  sun  gets 
hidden.  The  Teviot  has  yielded  very  good  sport  this 
week.  On  Monday,  Mr.  A.  Elliot  landed  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  71b.,  also  returning  four  kelts. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  killed  one  of  61b.  with 
fly,  the  pattern  being  a  very  small  Dandie.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston  had  one  of  91b.  with 
minnow,  out  of  the  Castle  Pool.  On  Monday,  at  Jack's 
Plumb,  Mr.  J.  Smith  had  good  sport  amongst  the 
kelts,  landing  three  with  the  fly.  Trout  fishers  have 
been  doing  very  little.  On  Saturday  Mr.  E.  Bond  had 
91b.  of  very  nice  trout,  and  on  Monday  the  same  gentle- 
man had  61b.  The  flies  are  beginning  to  come  on  to 
the  water  now,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  good  sport 
will  be  had  with  the  fly. — Maxwheel. 

Tongue  HoteL— On  March  6,  Colonel  Wybergh, 
Dalston,  fishing  the  Borgie  River  from  Tongue  Hotel, 
landed  two  fine  salmon  weighing  141b.  and  7|lb.  On 
the  7th  Mr.  Hartley,  Cockermouth,  had  two  salmon 
weighing  8^1b.  and  5|lb.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Hartley,  one 
salmon  8|lb.  On  the  9th  Colonel  Wybergh,  one  salmon 
weighing  91b. ;  Mr.  Hartley,  two  salmon  weighing  81b. 
and  7Jlb.  respectively.  River  in  high  flood,  owing  to 
snow  on  hills  thawing. — M.  McInnes. 

Ugie  Salmon  and  Finnock  Fishing. — The  rod 
fishing  on  the  Ugie  (E.  Peterhead)  has  opened  most 
successfully.  Only  a  few  rods  have  been  out  as  yet, 
but  180  finnocks  were  landed  last  week.  Between 
fifty  and  sixty  thousand  salmon  ova  were  put  into  the 
hatchery  in  January,  and  since  then  they  have  been 
progressing  well.  Finnocks  have  been  seen  in  large 
numbers,  and  the  prospect  is  very  promising. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in 
good  fishing  order  since  last  report,  and  sport  has 
considerablj'  improved.     Colonel  Barclay,  who  has 


rented  the  Carrigmore  fishery,  on  March  .s  killed  one 
salmon  211b.,  and  on  March  9  one  lOilb.  .\t  Baudon 
T.  W.  Ashton,  on  March  8,  12^1b.,  and  R.  E.  Hodson, 
81b.  Trout  fishers  on  the  tfdal  waters  have  been 
having  some  good  baskets,  but  on  the  upper  waters 
not  much  has  been  done.— \V.  Hay.vks  k  So.v. 

Belfast  and  District.— For  the  past  few  days  the 
weather  was  dry,  but  the  winds  blew  steadily  from  the 
south-east— a  very  bad  quarter  for  trouting— and  little 
was  done.  On  Saturday  nearly  a  dozen  city  anglers, 
including  your  correspondent,  were  out  on  Clady,  but 
did  little,  the  water  being  low  and  clear  and  scarcely 
a  fish  to  be  seen  rising.  Some  anglers  were  out  on 
the  Woodburn  Dams,  and  one,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  junior, 
killed  a  nice  31b.  trout.  Harrison's  Lough  and  Deiry 
Lake,  near  Bullynahinch,  were  netted  on  Saturday  by 
three  Lough  Neagh  experts  for  pike,  as  the  Belfast 
Anglers'Association  intends  to  re-stock  them  with  trout. 
There  is  practically  no  pike  in  those  two  lakes  the 
result  showed,  and  a  goodly  number  of  large  brown 
trout  were  in  evidence.  The  Six-mile  is  m  pretty 
good  ply,  and  one  or  two  good  baskets  have  been  made 
above  Dunadry. — J.A.B. 

Blackwater  (CO.  Cork).— The  river  has  now  settled 

down  into  nice  fishing  order.  Plenty  of  fish  are  to 
seen  on  all  the  streams  from  Mallow  down,  and 
during  the  coming  week  some  good  takes  should  be 
had. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyle.— Week  ending  March  8  was  so  bad  that 
we  had  no  fishing,  but  since  then  it  has  been  ideal 
fishing  weather,  and  the  few  local  anglers  who  go  out 
have  very  fair  sport.  On  Monday  Mr.  Clayton,  of 
Rockingham,  fished  Lough  Key  for  a  few  hours  and 
killed  seven  pike,  two  largest  121b.  and  81b.,  the  other 
five  made  141b. ;  and  on  Tuesday  he  killed  five  pike 
weighing  401b.  in  two  hours.  The  best  fish  of  the 
season  so  far  was  taken  on  Lougli  Gara  by  B.  Coney, 
a  very  fine  conditioned  pike  of  301b.  He  took  him  in 
to  see  if  he  was  my  size,  but  I  have  gone  up  101b., 
and  I  hope  to  soon  send  you  a  50-pounder.  I  went  on 
the  river  yesterday  for  three  hours  and  killed  five  very 
nice  trout,  although  not  meeting  with  one  larger  than 
21b.  Prospects  of  this  season  are  very  good  every- 
where here. — G.  Tayloe. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  river  is  at 
present  running  very  high  and  unfishable  in  a  good 
many  of  the  favourite  reaches  on  the  river.  Mr.  T. 
Gilroy  landed  a  nice  spring  salmon  weighing  111b.,  on 
March  9,  and  another,  weighing  a  similar  weight,  on 
March  11.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  moderate, 
and  the  river  should  be  in  good  fishing  ply  in  a  few 
days.  On  Lough  Melvin,  the  fishing  grounds  are 
much  unsettled  owing  to  the  recent  stormy  weather, 
and  the  lake  has  a  good  deal  too  much  water  at  present 
on  some  of  the  best  salmon  fishing  grounds.  However 
if  the  present  fine  weather  continues,  the  lake  will  be 
in  order  in  a  few  days.  The  River  Erne  continues  in 
high  flood  and  discoloured,  and  will  be  unfishable  for 
a  few  days  also. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  very  backward, 
generally  speaking,  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers  where 
anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report."  The  prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  are  fairly  good  for  Laune,  Jlaine 
and  Coragh,  and  very  good  for  Waterville  river,  but 
the  latter  is  strictly  preserved. — T.  J.  D. 

lee  River  (co.  Cork). — This  river  has  been  in 
excellent  order  for  the  past  week,  and  good  sport  has 
been  general.  On  Williams'  Water  (Macroom)  Captain 
Pooley  landed  one,  101b.  ;  on  Lord  Bandon's  Water 
Colonel  Trotman,  one,  81b.  ;  on  Oak  Grove,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Levers,  two,  201b.  and  91b. ;  on  Nettleville,  Mr.  H. 
Welch  Thornton,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  on  Leehauns,  Com- 
mander Steward,  R.N.  ,  one, 91b.,  and  Mr.  J,  Bullen,  one 
81b. ;  on  Fargus,  Major  Adamson,  two,  91b.  and  121b.  • 
on  Cronody,  Major  Barton,  one,  lljlb. ;  on  Clashanem% 
Mr.  S.  Haynes,  two,  l&\\h.  and  91b. ;  Colonel  Sauford' 
one,  17^1b. ;  on  Castlelinch,  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  five,  71b  ' 
101b.,  101b.,  111b.,  and  221b.;  on  the  Powdermill 
Stream,  Mr.  J.  Manning,  three,  101b.,  121b.,  and  17ilb. ; 
Mr.  R.  Dunscombe,  two,  81b.  and  81b. ;  on  Mr.  Bass's 
Water  at  Carrigrohane,  Mr.  D.  Graham,  one,  101b. 
Good  sport  should  be  had  during  the  coming  week. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
During  the  last  few  days  angling  has  improved,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  coming  time  are  good.  On 
March  8  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  had  one  salmon ;  on  March  9 
Major  Cresswell  one  of  13Jlb.  ;  on  March  10  C. 
McCarthy  one  of  121h. ;  on  March  11  Denis  Cm-rane 
one  of  13|lb. ;  and  J.  Sullivan  one  of  111b.— T.  J.  D. 

Moneycaragh  (co.  Down). — The  Moneycaragh  is 
in  fair  order.  Mr.  J.  Rudwick  killed  a  brace  of  trout, 
IJlb.  each,  this  week,  on  the  fly.  There  is  no  clean 
run  white  trout  in  this  stream  yet. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Water 
has  been  too  high  all  the  week,  no  fishing  in  con- 
sequence. Fall  of  five  inches  since  yesterday,  so  we 
may  expect  some  sport  shortly. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  pretty  rough  :  the  weather  is 
now  subsiding  after  the  recent  floods.  On  Hermitage 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  331b.,  on  the  9th  inst. 
— John  Enkight  it  Son. 
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Tsrrone  Rivers. — Since  the  season  opened  on  the 
Blackwater  very  little  has  been  done,  the  river  being 
high,  dirty,  and  out  of  order  for  the  fly.  About  the 
ending  of  the  week  the  water  will  be  in  fair  order. 
The  prevailing  winds  are  south-easterly  and  chilly. 
The  Ballinderry  is  in  pretty  good  order,  but  not  much 
was  done  on  it  since  last  report,  the  weather  being 
cold  and  bright.  Favourable  accounts  reach  me  of 
the  Mourne,  which  opens  on  April  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Heavy  Shannon  Salmon. — A  451b.  salmon  was 
taken  the  other  day  at  Long  Rock  Weir  on  the 
Shannon.  This  magnificent  fish  would  have  given 
grand  sport  on  rod  and  line. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brig'hton. — Sea  calm  as  a  lake,  east  wind  very 
cold.  Sea  anglers  off  on  March  10  over  "  Hospital 
Ground."    Too  cold  for  angling. — H.  G.  H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — The  nets  are  once  more 
beginning  to  get  good  hauls  of  mackerel.  Angling  has 
been  confined  to  spring  pollack  latelv,  and  has  afforded 
fair  sport.  — T.  J.  D. 

Dingle. — Sea  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill  in 
this  district  owing  to  unsettled  weather,  but  is  being 
resumed  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance. — No  sport  worth  mentioning  by  anglers, 
who  keep  trying  off  the  Newlyn  Pier  heads.  The 
severe  weather  we  have  had  appears  to  have  kept  the 
fish  out  to  sea.  Our  mackerel  fleet  are  about  ready  to 
start  for  the  spring  fishing. — H. 

PljrmoTitli.  —  There  are  large  shoals  of  mullet 
around  the  coast,  some  up  Cattewater,  others  in 
Hamoaze,  and  large  numbers  in  the  docks  and  under 
the  Hoe.  Some  fishermen  last  evening  tried  to  en- 
close one  of  the  schools  with  the  seine,  but  in  clearing 
the  bottom  rope,  which  had  fouled  on  a  rock,  they 
nearly  all  escaped ;  some  scores  of  them  leapt  over 
the  head  rope  like  a  flock  of  sheep  over  a  hedge.  It  is 
astonishing  what  instinct  these  fish  have.  I  have 
known  a  case  where  a  seine  has  been  lifted  over  a 
stone  and  the  whole  school  has  gone  in  one  continual 
stream  underneath  the  net,  almost  after  the  manner 
of  a  crowd  of  people  passing  through  swing  doors. 
The  fish  seem  to  lap  over  each  other,  and  so  keep  the 
foot  rope  of  the  net  up  until  they  have  all  passed. 
The  rod  fishermen  are  having  good  sport  with  the 
smelt.  The  spring  pollack  have  commenced  to  make 
their  appearance. — W.  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — There  has  been  no  fishing  this  week, 
but  with  finer  and  warmer  weather  some  pollack  may 
be  expected. — Grey  Mullett. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Some  sport  is  being  had 
occasionally  at  whiting,  cod,  and  pollack  at  the 
Ballinskelligs  side  of  the  bay. — T.  J.  D. 


Karch  17. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Cobden  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Original  Alexandra :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Park  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Warwick  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Itlarcli  18. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
•    Anglers'  Association  ;  Delegate  meeting. 
March  19. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Visit, 
niarcli  20. 

Bath  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 
•  British  Sea  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Woking  :  Annual  dinner. 

Hastings :  Annual  Dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Itlarch  21. 

Woolwich  Invicta :  Concei't  and  Presentation. 


March  24. — A.B.S. :  Lea  competition. 

24. — Amicable  Brothers :   Outing  to  St.  Mar- 
garet's. 

'     ,,     24. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,     24. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,     24. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,     24. — DaLston  :  Outing  on  the  Lea. 

,,     24.— Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
.  ■  ,,     24. — Lychnobites  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

,,     24. — North-Bast  Brothers  :  Competition. 

„     25.— Royal  Oak  :  Visit. 

,,     25. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  "At  home." 

,,     25. — Blue  Anchor :  Benefit  concert. 

,,     26. — Stockwell :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     .31. — Cobden  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 
April  20.— Lychnobites  :  Concert. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  i'etter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Cataloqub  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


IRcports  from  dlubs. 


Reports  (to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morniiig. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — A  special  general  meeting 
of  delegates  has  been  called  for  March  18  at  8  p.m.  to 
consider  the  alteration  of  Rule  8.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  business  the  ordinary  monthly  meeting  will  be 
held.  This  meeting  being  the  last  one  previous  to  the 
annual  general  meeting,  it  will  be  necessary  for  any 
delegate  wishing  to  alter  any  of  our  rules  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  give  notice  of  motion  on  the  above 
date.  Delegates  bringing  up  their  Netting  Fund 
boxes  will  be  enabled  to  see  them  opened.  The 
amounts  contained  therein  will  be  announced  to  the 
meeting. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  last  report 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  17s.  8d.  Stepney  Angling  Society  and  8s.  3d.  St. 
Pancras  from  their  donation  boxes.  St.  Pancras 
dissolved  and  Donation  Box  returned.  At  the  last 
meeting  two  applications  and  £10  granted.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  March  22,  at  8.30. — B.  Ghurney. 

Abehcorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  last  report  we  have  had 
some  nice  shows  of  fish  :  Mr.  A.  Cousin,  two  nice  jack  ; 
Mr.  A.  Painter,  chub.  Will  members  kindly  turn 
up  to  clear  books,  and  arrange  annual  dinner. — 
Alf.  Painter. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Pace 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — Splendid  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last ;  we  have  an  outing  on  May  24  at  St. 
Margaret's.  Have  four  prizes  for  trout  from  April  1  to 
June  13.  A  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  April  29,  for  Anglers'  Benevolent  Concert. 
Our  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  6, 
for  members  and  friends.  We  have  room  for  one  or 
two  good  members. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  following  were 
successful  on  the  March  monthly  outing : — Sir.  H. 
Hamilton,  roach,  Thames ;  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  jun., 
roach,  Arun ;  Mr.  F.  Martin,  roach,  Thames.  Still 
one  lapsed  prize  for  any  open  water.  The  members' 
"  At  Home  "  on  March  25  promises  to  be  a  successful 
event ;  ladies  invited.  Mr.  G.  H.  PToward  has  promised 
to  preside,  and  programme  includes  lantern  lecture, 
"Holiday  Rambles  by  South-Eastern  Railway,"  also 
several  good  musical  items.  Members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  and  please 
attend  in  force  at  Peckham  Brothers'  on  Tuesday 
next. — W. 

Batteesea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Our  match  at  Read- 
ing on  March  10  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  W.  Hersent, 
first ;  Mr.  G.  Stevens,  second.  Mr.  W.  Hersent  also 
takes  Mr.  W.  H.  Wheatley's  prize.— A.  Dbjonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— The  result  of  our 
March  competition  was  Mr.  J.  Martin,  1st.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Smith,  2nd;  "Spider,"  3rd;  Mr.  Dodson,  jun.,  4th. 
Mr.  Hobbs  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  19  lb. 
Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  16  lb.  On 
the  13th  I  hope  to  see  a  good  number  of  our  members 
at  the  Peckham  Brothers'  visit  next  Tuesday.— C.  G. 
Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.  —  Two  members 
weighed  in  on  March  10  :  Mr.  Maguire,  roach,  lOflb. 
From  Windsor,  Mr.  Jarham,  one  jack.  The  title  af 
Mr.  Derry's  paper,  which  he  will  read  before  this 
society  on  April  14,  is,  "  Angling  and  its  Politics ;  a 
Twentieth  Century  Appeal."  All  friends  are  welcome 
on  that  occasion. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  March  10,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Stooker  weighed  in  roach,  41b.  5f  oz.  (one  roach 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.) ;  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  perch  ;  Mr.  C. 
Davis,  Mr.  T.  Davis,  and  Mr.  J.  Drew,  roach  ;  Mr.  H. 
Walker,  dace.  On  March  13,  Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed 
in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  161b.  15^oz.  (one 
roach  weighing  lib.  SJoz.).  Secretaries  will  greatly 
oblige  by  settling  up  for  A.B.S.  concert  programmes. 
— T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  —  Brother 
H.  Lane  ably  conducted  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last ; 
5s.  was  voted  to  the  netting  and  restocking  fund.  In 
view  of  the  advantage  it  would  prove  to  many  East 
End  club  anglers,  it  was  proposed  by  Brother  Ben 
Bessell  that  we  endeavour  to  form  a  committee  of 
local  club  members  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  their 
views  in  reference  to  the  stocking  of  the  River 
Chelmer,  and  then  approach  the  Association  in  regard 
to  same.  Brothers  E,  Papworth  and  J.  Kelly  secured 
first  and  second  prizes  in  the  match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  last  week-end.  Brother  C.  Parmemter  gives 
a  prize  for  the  best  roach  taken  from  the  Lea  on 
March  17. — A.  Robertson. 


Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road' 
Cambridge  Heath.— On  March  10  wo  had  an  excellent 
show  of  fish  on  the  tray,  one  of  the  best  this  season. 
Mr.  L.  Stephenson  has  some  class  roach ;  Mr.  R. 
Hubbard,  roach,  bream,  and  petch  ;  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss 
Mr.  H.  Everett,  Mr.  E.  Argent,  Mr.  J.  Baines,  and  Mr! 
C.  Hazard,  all  with  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Deverell  and  Mr 
G.  Millward,  perch  ;  Mr.  C.  Drawbridge,  chub ;  and 
Mr.  R.  Nursey,  dace.  Mr.  L.  Stephenson  also  weighed 
in  111b.  of  roach  last  Tuesday.  At  our  last  meeting 
our  worthy  chairman  fulfilled  his  promise  and  enter- 
tained us  during  part  of  the  evening  with  his  reading 
on  Pulborough  and  Amberley,  which  I  can  say  was 
very  instructive  and  interesting,  as  well  as  amusing  in 
the  part  relating  to  some  of  his  experiences  at  these 
stations,  and  he  well  earned  the  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
accorded  him  at  the  conclusion.  Next  Tuesday  Mr. 
R.  Hubbard  has  promised  to  read  a  paper  on  the 
Suffolk  Stour,  so  I  hope  members  will  attend  as  they 
did  at  last  meeting. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — We  had  a  very  good  wind-up 
of  the  season  on  March  10,  Mr.  Cook  having  151b.  of 
roach ;  F.  Ley,  jack  and  dace,  121b.  4^oz.,  largest  dace 
lO^oz.  ;  T.  Taylor,  roach,  61b. ;  Parker,  jack  and  roach, 
51b.  6oz. ;  Maun,  roach,  41b. ;  Painter,  roach,  31b.  8oz. ;' 
Reynolds,  perch;  A.  E.  and  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roach  and 
dace.  The  outstanding  prizes  from  Christmas  will  be 
handed  to  the  successful  members  on  March  20,  when 
we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  of  members.- R. 
Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  The  following  members 
weighed  in  on  March  10:  F.  Staniford,  dace;  W. 
Plight,  roach  ;  W.  Payers,  roach.  Our  yearly  meeting 
took  place  on  the  7th  inst.,  when  the  officers  for  the 
year  were  elected.  We  have  a  .smoking  concert  for 
the  A.  B.  S.  on  April  11,  when  the  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place,  owing  to  the  postponement  of 
the  dinner  until  June,  due  to  alterations  of  the 
premises,  when  we  hope  to  have  it  in  our  new  club 
room.  Meetingwasadjourned  until  March  14.  W.B.F. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Claren'cej 

Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham    Junction,    S.W.  Oii 

March  10  a  consolation  match  took  place  between 
members  who  were  not  successful  in  taking  prizes  in 
other  matches  during  season.  The  following  had  fish. 
First,  Mr.  W.  Hines,  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach, 
lib.  13oz. ;  second,  S.  Davis,  roach  and  dace ;  third' 
J.  Burrage,  roach.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  in  the  Lea  on  March  17,  roving  anywhere.  The 
following  weighed  in  from  other  waters:  H.  Pegg, 
pike,  81b.  14oz. ;  A.  Heyinan,  pike,  51b.  9Joz.  (one 
fish) ;  J.  Thorne,  31b.  4Joz.,  dace.  I  should  esteem  it 
a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  forward  same 
before  quarter  night. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society^  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common. — Few  fish  were  weighed  at 
the  final  outing,  Mr.  H.  Crowther  being  the  success- 
ful winner  with  a  roach  of  lib.  13oz,  which  is  being 
set  up ;  Mr.  Bailey  coming  second  with  chub,  roach 
and  dace  ;  the  third  not  being  taken.  Our  general 
meeting  is  on  March  19,  and  trust  all  will  make  an 
effort  to  be  there  at  9.30  sharp. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  March  10  we  had 
a  fine  show  of  roach  from  two  of  our  members, 
Mr.  C.  Robinson  and  Mr.  A.  Coulsen ;  the  latter 
gentleman's  fish,  consisting  of  roach  and  dace,  weighed 
121b.  2oz.,  and  when  they  were  set  out  on  a  tray 
showed  to  good  advantage.  Mr.  F.  Eastwood  was 
accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  present  to  this 
society,  a  handsome  set  of  books.  Members  can 
see  the  photo  of  an  old  brother  member  hanging  in  the 
club-room,  one  that  we  all  respected,  Mr.  W.  Sherring, 
who  was  found  drowned  at  Rye  House  some  years  ago, 
under  painful  circumstances. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  March  10  Mr.  E.  Baxter  had  roach 
51b.  lOoz.,  winning  Mr.  Harry  Lunt's  Cup.  Mr.  C. 
Scrafield,  perch  and  roach  51b.  12oz.,  taking  ninth 
prize  at  Marlow.  Mr.  E.  Eyndhoven,  roach,  taking 
ninth  prize  at  Cookham.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  E. 
Haddock  had  a  nice  show  of  bream  from  the  Thames, 
121b.,  largest  2|lb.  The  remaining  seven  prizes  from 
the  fourth  private  match  will  be  competed  for  in  the 
River  Lea  on  March  17.  March  17,  roving,  go  to  St. 
Margaret's.  Register  names  at  Rose  and  Crown  on 
arrival.  Register  fish  at  Rose  and  Crown  not  later 
than  seven  o'clock.  The  consolation  match  will  be 
fished  in  the  Lea  on  March  31. — A.S.H. 

COLLINGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — Our  T.A.P.S.  Con- 
cert was  a  great  'success.  Collection  amounted  to 
£2  6s.  Ifd.  Mr.  Wade  occupied  the  Chair.  The 
Elsmore  Cup  was  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Downes,  and 
Mr.  Wiles'  prize  was  presented  to  Mr.  Field.  Messrs. 
E.  Elsey,  H.  Warr,  W.  Francis,  Yap  Yap,  Will  Mayne, 
Broughton  and  others  supplied  the  harmony.  Last 
weighs  were  Messrs.  C.  Poole  and  W.  Poole.  Will 
all  members  please  turn  up  next  Wednesday  it  being 
General  Meeting  ?    All  who  don't  will  be  fined. — F.  ^. 
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Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  March  10  Mr. 
J.  White  weighed  in  perch,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  White  dace. 
March  20  will  be  quarterly  night.  I  have  tickets  for 
A.B.S.  competition. — J.  White. 

Ckown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — Since  last  report  we  have 
had  some  good  shows  of  roach  by  Mr.  H.  Haines,  and 
Mr.  G.  Norris  roach  and  dace.  Prizes  not  won  during 
the  season  will  be  fished  for  under  the  same  conditions 
as  the  A.B.S.  competition,  at  St.  Margaret's,  on  March 
24.  All  fish  to  be  weighed  at  the  club  house.  We 
have  voted  a  prize  of  10s.  6d.  to  the  above  competition. 
— G.  H.  Fbanklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  10  Mr.  T. 
Thompson  was  again  to  the  front  with  eight  bream 
scaling  391b.,  also  some  fine  roach,  one  scaling  lib.  7Joz. 
Mr.  W.  Thompson  had  a  fine  show  of  dace.  On  March 
12  a  fair  attendance  ;  several  items  were  disposed  of. 
Mr.  T.  Midson  gave  10s.  6d.  for  a  prize  to  be  competed 
for  on  March  24  and  31,  by  members  competing  in  the 
A.  B.  S.  Competition.  Full  particulars  to  be  obtained 
at  the  Club  House. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  on  April  3, 
not  March  as  previously  announced.  Messrs.  Wood- 
ward and  Viok  weighed  in  roach  171b.  in  all,  not  401b. 
as  stated  in  a  Sunday  paper.  Messrs.  Langton  and 
Dyer  161b.  roach  and  dace  on  the  12th. — J.  G.  Dyee. 

Eablsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  resulted  in  Mr.  Reepin 
again  taking  first  prize  with  two  perch,  these  being  the 
only  fish  weighed  in.  There  are  several  good  prizes 
left  over.  We  have  a  sea  outing  to  Brighton  on 
March  24,  six  prizes  being  offered.  Beat  or  pier,  each 
member  to  make  his  own  arrangements  as  regards  the 
boat.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  April  17. 
— E.  H.  Lane. 

Golden  Baebel  Angling  Society',  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
March  10  Mr.  James  had  a  fine  show  of  fish,  jack, 
rudd  and  roach,  nearly  251b.  Mr.  Verity,  roach. 
Mr.  Mowl  won  the  Sweepstake,  Mr.  Baily  second,  and 
Mr.  Smithson  third.  On  March  12  Mr.  King  had 
jack  and  Mr.  Ellens  tench  (a  golden  tench)  nearly  21b. 
It  has  gone  to  be  set  up. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  members  fished  at 
Burnt  Mill  on  March  10  for  prizes,  the  first  three 
winners  being  J.  Loyd,  1st,  H.  Haines,  2nd,  and  Stin- 
ton,  3rd.  Mr.  Maybury  brought  in  81b.  of  fair-class 
roach;  Mr.  Philpott  also  had  roach  from  the  Lea. 
The  members  intend  to  have  a  trip  sea-fishing  at 
Southend  in  May.  There  is  a  fine  list  of  prizes  given 
for  the  outing,  all  particulars  to  be  had  at  club-house. 

— R.  MUEPHY. 

Haecouet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-road,  Marylebone. — We  had  an  assorted  show  of 
fish  on  March  10,  among  which  was  one  nice  chub 
which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  put  up.  Now 
we  are  on  the  close  of  the  season,  I  trust  the  members 
will  attend  the  club  meetings  to  do  the  business  that 
has  to  be  done  to  wind  up, the  past  season. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Since  our  last  report  Mr.  Wood- 
house  has  weighed  in  a  very  fine  show  of  roach. 
Members  will  greatly  oblige  by  putting  in  an  appear- 
ance next  Thursday  as  there  are  some  important 
matters  to  be  discussed. — E.S.C. 

Highbdey  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — We  wound  up 
the  season  on  Wednesday  last  by  an  enjoyable  outing 
to  the  club  water.  Sport  ruled  slow,  Mr.  F.  Berry 
eventually  proving  successful  in  the  sweepstake  with 
dace.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  S.  Stone  had  perch, 
including  a  nice  specimen  of  21b.  IJoz.  During  the 
week  several  had  ventured  out,  Mr.  G.  Whitbread 
capturing  some  nice  roach  up  to  lib.  3Joz.  The 
Huntingdon  Sunday  outing  was  abandoned  on  account 
of  the  bad  state  of  the  river.  Next  Wednesday  we 
decide  the  prizes,  etc.,  and  as  there  will  be  some  close 
voting,  I  hope  to  have  a  big  meeting.  Start  business 
at  nine  o'clock. — E.  Wymee. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.  —  Members  finished  up  the 
season  by  weighing  in  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  ;  the 
honours  go  to  Mr.  Stokes  who  weighed  in  thirteen 
jack  from  41b.  to  51b.  Mr.  F.  Hawes  from  the  Thames 
several  jack,  best  fish  31b.  On  March  10  Messrs.  A. 
Clayton  and  T.  Johnson  a  fine  take  of  roach  from  the 
Colne  weighing  201b.,  several  weighing  over  lib. 
Several  members  are  still  out  fishing,  and  we  expect  a 
good  weigh  in  on  March  24. — A.  C.  Clayton. 

Hoxton  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland  Road.— On  March  10  Mr.  Wiltshire 
weighed  in  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Newton,  roach  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Wolfe,  roach ;  Mr.  Huntley,  sen.,  jack  ;  and 
Mr.  McGrath,  dace.  On  March  12  it  was  decided  to 
rescind  the  minute  on  the  books  in  reference  to  the 
non-winners  of  the  Harlow  and  Ware  outing,  and  in 
its  place  to  read,  "  Only  those  members  who  have  not 
won  a  prize  during  the  season  be  the  only  ones  to 
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compete  for  the  three  remaining  prizes  on  the  books 
and  to  be  fished  for  the  two  remaining  Sundays  of  the 
season." — W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Beothees'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  March  10  :  Mr.  Herbert,  roach  (largest  lib.  4  Joz.); 
Mr.  Weed,  roach  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  roacli  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Berry,  roach  ;  Mr.  Reeves,  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
Milbank  and  Mr.  Stone  were  elected  working  members. 
Our  return  visit  on  No.  2  List  will  be  on  Monday  next, 
when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  muster. — J.  11.  Hekbeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Two  of  the  three  special  prizes  competed  •  for  on 
March  10  were  taken,  INIessrs.  G.  P.  Rolt  and  J.  K. 
Charters  being  the  winners ;  the  remaining  one, 
with  two  added  prizes,  will  be  fished  for  again  on 
March  17  on  the  Lea  between  Carthagena  Weir  and 
Ware  Park  Mill.  Only  one  of  the  three  "  specials  " 
competed  for  on  Wednesday  last  was  taken,  the 
remaining  two  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday 
next,  March  20,  on  the  Lea  between  Broxbourne  and 
Ware  Park  Mill.— H.  B. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kynaston  Road,  Stoke  Newington. — Several  members 
of  this  club  went  out  on  March  10  and  met  with  a  fair 
amount  of  success.  Amongst  those  weighing  in  fish 
were  Messrs.  C.  Rintoul  and  S.  Wright,  who  both 
weighed  in  roach,  also  a  pleasing  catch  was  made  by 
A.  Reid,  a  young  member  of  the  society,  who  weighed 
in  a  capital  take  of  dace. — J.  A.  Halfoed. 

LiVEEPOOL  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street.  —  We  held  our  first 
match  fixture  this  year  in  the  Dee,  Chester  to  the 
Iron  Bridge.  The  river  was  in  flood,  and  practically 
unfishable.  The  competition  resulted  as  follows : 
Messrs.  J.  Reynolds,  Ist ;  T.  Attwood,  2nd  ;  A.  Wain- 
wright,  3rd ;  W.  Whitby,  4th  ;  and  J.  King,  5th.  Mr. 
J.  Reynolds  caught  a  perch  over  lib.  weight.  Several 
new  members  were  elected  at  our  last  meeting.  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  a  fine  catch  of  dace  from  the  Dee  last 
week. — Roach  Pole. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe 
Lane,  E.C. — Our  next  competition  is  fixed  for  the  Lea, 
on  March  23  and  24.  Boundary  from  Ware  to  Brox- 
bourne, thus  enabling  members,  who  so  desire,  to  fish 
the  A.B.  Competition.  The  "Champion"  concert 
tickets  and  bills  -will  be",  ready  on  Monday.  All  who 
require  them  please  write. — Sid  Ransom. 

Newbuey  Piscatoeials,  Jack  of  Newbury,  Kensal- 
road.  Upper  Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  competition 
for  the  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Harry  Lunt,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  above  house,  closed  on  March  10.  Mr. 
Teddy  Baxter  (Cobden  Angling  Society)  proved  to  b6 
the  winner,  with  the  total  gross  weight  of  731b.  lljoz., 
his  heaviest  contribution  being  241b.  2oz.,  the  first  day 
of  the  competition.  Mr.  C.  Giles  secures  the  second 
prize,  presented  by  Mr.  C.  Newman,  of  the  Prince 
Arthur,  Golborne-road,  W.,  with  a  total  gross  weight 
of  521b.  12ioz.  Mr.  G.  Percival  and  Mr.  C.  Severn 
take  third  and  fourth  prizes  respectively. — G.  Edmund 
W.  Baenes. 

Noeth-East  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  March  10 
we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
H.  Hart,  roach;  J.  Eaton,  roach;  E.  Lamb,  roach 
and  perch;  W.  Richards,  sen.,  roach;  F.  Prosser, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace  ;  S.  Burrett,  roach  and  dace  ; 
and  G.  Taylor,  roach.  On  I\Iarch  20  our  special 
meeting  takes  place,  when  I  should  like  to  see  all  our 
members  attend. — G.  Taylor. 

Oglandeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander  Road,  East  Dulwich. — On  March  10  we  had 
a  very  nice  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Wood  had  two  jack, 
111b.  7Joz. ;  Mr.  Mueller,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  lOJoz., 
1st  and  2nd  prizes  respectively.  Several  other  mem- 
bers had  fish.  One  fish  worthy  of  note  was  a  tench 
from  the  Thames,  by  Geo.  Cartwright,  lib.  15ioz. 
An  impromptu  visit  from  Messrs.  Wade  and  Cannar 
resulted  in  the  T.A.P.S.  box  being  opened  and  12s.  4d. 
added  to  the  funds,  which  is  much  wanted.  Our 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Surrey  Masonic 
Hall,  and  those  members  and  friends  who  require  a 
ticket  please  send  in  their  names  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  booked  over  seventy  already  (3s.  6d.  each.) 
Our  committee  meet  on  Friday  as  usual  at  10.30. — 

H.  W.  MOBGAN. 

Old  Welsh  Haep  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — On  March  17  we  have  a  com- 
mittee meeting  for  important  business,  and  I  hope  all 
will  attend,  as  there  is  much  work  to  be  done.  We 
muster  at  three  o'clock  sharp. — G.  Schultz. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
outing  to  St.  Margaret's  resulted  in  one  prize  being 
taken  b}'  G.  Barrs  with  two  perch  weighing  21b.  5oz. 
We  fish  the  same  boundary  and  under  the  same  con- 
ditions on  March  17.  S.  Orrow  weighed  in  roach. 
We  have  an  A.B.S.  concert  on  March  25.  The  above 
two  perch  and  a  jack  of  141b.  caught  by  S.  Dulieu  are 
being  put  up  by  W.  Dennis  of  this  society. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Since  last  report  a  few  fish  have  been 
registered  by  the  follo\\-ing :    Messrs.  Gates,  Reitz, 
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White,  and  Carter.  We  fish  for  our  lapsed  prizes  any- 
where in  the  Lea  on  March  17.  A  vote  of  sympathy 
was  also  passed  for  the  relatives  of  our  respected  host 
and  treasurer,  Mr.  Hancock,  who  died  on  Feb.  28, 
regretted  liy  all.  I  hope  members  will  attend  in  force 
on  Tuesday  next  to  revise  rules. — H.  Gates. 

Peckham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Mason'a 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Two  members 
weighed  on  March  10  from  Pulboro'  :  Mr.  Hart  fir.st, 
Mr.  Regardsoc,  second.  Several  members  elsewhere 
had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh.  I  must  remind  secre- 
taries and  brother  anglers  not  to  forget  the  19th,  our 
visit  on  the  South  Ijondon  list.  We  have  a  special 
meeting  for  important  business  and  election  of  officers 
for  ensuing  quarter  on  Tuesday,  March  2G. — T.  G. 

GiBBS. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.  W. — The  last  two  prizes  of  the  season 
were  won  by  Messrs.  Bill  Norman,  and  P.  Dove, 
Meyer,  Carter,  Bouffler,  May  and  Hammond  weighed 
in ;  it  was  the  heaviest  weight  this  century.  Im- 
portant business  still  waiting.  We  have  a  new'  host  to 
get  acquainted  with,  and  hope  to  see  the  members  in 
strong  force  at  St.  IMargaret's. — R.  C. 

RovAi,  Oak  Anglers  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.  —  On  March  10  the  following 
weighed  in:  ]\Iessrs.  E.  Perry,  roach:  O.  Williams, 
roach  ;  R.  Walker,  roach  ;  G.  Bond,  roach  ;  J.  Walker, 
roach.  On  Tuesday,  at  our  meeting,  Mr.  E.  Perry 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  ;  the  total 
weight  was  101b.  6oz.  Auditing  of  the  books  took 
place  on  the  8th,  and  found  correct.  Our  next  return 
visit  will  be  on  Monday,  March  25.  Hope  to  see  a 
good  muster.  ■  F.  Pignatelli. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  March  12 
Mr.  Gramm'er  weighed  in  roach  and  chub ;  Mr.  Pettit 
roach  (largest  lib.  2oz.),  also  a  perch  of  lib.  9oz.  Will 
members  kindly  attend  and  clear  books,  and  oblige. — 
R.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglebs  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  go  to  the  Peckham 
Brothers  Angling  Society  on  March  19.  The  head- 
quarters of  this  well-known  society  is  situated  in 
East-street,  Walworth,  at  the  Mason's  Arms.  Anglers 
and  friends  may  be  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  from  the 
worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd".  I  trust  to  see  a 
good  representative  company  present. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Mr.  Stodhart  brought  up  a  fine 
tray  of  roach  on  March  10.  Mr.  C.  Bolding  also 
showed  some  nice  roach  ;  these  were  the  only  members 
to  weigh  in. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.  W. — A  lot  of  busines  was  got  through 
at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday.  Messrs.  Lucas  and  Eyke 
were  the  top-weights  on  March  10  with  a  fine  show  of 
dace  from  Teddington  ;  Mr.  Jenkins  with  some  good 
roach  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Windsor,  and  Messrs. 
Ansty  and  R.  Tirrell  with  roach  and  perch. — A.  P. 

Steatfoed  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— Our  outing  on  March  10 
was  very  successful,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Messrs. 
Grande  first.  Race  second,  Simmons  third,  Payne 
fourth,  Sandiland  fifth,  Hobbs  sixth.  Mr.  W.  Drake 
also  had  fish. — G.  A.  Payne. 

Tbue  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Caledonian- 
•road. — Sport  has  been  bad  with  our  members  lately. 
The  only  catch  worth  recording  is  a  nice  sample  of 
roach  caught  last  week  by  Mr.  A.  George,  nine  fish 
weighing  lljlb.  They  were  caught  in  two  hours  in  a 
gale  of  wind  and  rain. — W.  T.  Laweence. 

United  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — The  following  were 
the  successful  competitors  in  the  Roving  Match 
on  March  10 :  J.  Payne,  first,  with  some  nice 
roach  and  perch  from  the  Thames  ;  F.  Belton, 
second,  with  roach  from  the  Medway  ;  S.  Drage,  third, 
with  roach  from  the  Lea,  one  weighing  over  lib. ;  J. 
Wood,  fourth,  with  some  roach  from  Pangbourne. 
On  the  11th  inst.  Mr.  IMaokrill  had  some  very  fine 
roach  from  the  Thames. — F.  Beak. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Will  members  kindiy 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  important  business. 
Tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  competition  on  March  24  can 
be  obtained  from  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Glass.  Mr. 
Pahnerweighed  iu  roach  on  March  10. — W.  L.  Keeey. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C— Our 
members  have  weighed  in  some  nice  fish  during  the 
last  few  days.  Mr.  Hilton  Davis  a  chub  31b.  loz.  and 
some  fair  roach  13Alb. — best  lilb.  Mr.  Cuddou  some 
good  perch  from  lib.  to  l^lb.  each. — Matt  Cuddon. 

Walton-on-Tha.mes  Angling  Association. — I  regrt  t 
to  report  that  in  consequence  of  a  serious  accident  to 
one  of  the  children  of  our  worthy  host  at  the  Anglers' 
Hotel  our  dinner  has  been  postponed.  A  roving  match 
took  place  on  Thursday,  fishing  from  2.30  to  5.30. — 
H.  E.  Newby. 

Waewick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  JIarch  3  our  outing  too'v 
place  at  Burnt  !Mill.  only  Mr.  Calient  weighing  in 
with  perch.     The  lapsta  prizes  were  fished  for  on 


March  10,  Mr.  Parnham  weighing  in  31b.  of  roach, 
Mr.  Sizer  also  weighing  in  with  roach,  and  a  friend 
weighed  in  a  very  nice  carp  which  scaled  31b.  14oz. 
The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  March  17.— 
W.  Callent. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  consolation 
prizes  were  all  taken  on  March  10.  We  had  a  good 
many  members  turn  out  to  try  for  specimens,  but 
were  not  successful.  There  is  a  general  meeting 
called  for  March  19 ;  will  all  members  make  a  special 
effort  to  attend,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to 
discuss. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Our  prize  outing  at  Eye  House  on 
March  10  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Heir,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Renir,  roach  ;  Mr.  Dessert,  roach  ;  Mr.  Styman,  perch  ; 
and  Mr.  Veazey,  roach,  winning  the  prizes  as  named. 
Mr.  J .  Bell  showed  a  very  handsome  roach,  fourteen 
inches  long,  lib.  12oz.,  which  is  being  preserved.  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  next  meeting.— H 
Heik. 

West  Ham  Bhothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  March  10  the 
following  weighed  in :— Mr.  W.  Bm-ling,  Mr.  James 
Newton,  Mr.  John  Newton,  Mr.  F.  Seal,  Mr.  R. 
Pethui-st,  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mr.  F.  Homer,  Mr.  Turner. 
All  weighed  in  roach.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  it  is  our  quarterly  meeting  on  Wednesday  next, 
March  20. — R.  Lowtheb. 

White  Habt  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale.— On  March  10  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in  fish :— D.  Thorpe,  Jun.,  jack  and 
roach ;  W.  Butler,  roach ;  A.  Langton,  roach ;  H. 
Sawyer,  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Anthony,  roach.  On  the 
13th  W.  E.  Beaumont,  roach. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street.  —  On  March  10,  Messrs. 
Rowlerson  and  Maddin  had  some  roach  from  Hampton 
Court ;  and  Messrs.  Martin,  King,  Sullivan,  Foster, 
Bailey,  and  Watts,  a  few  roach,  bream  and  perch  from 
Pulborough.  On  March  21,  we  make  a  presentation 
to  Mr.  Goldsworthy  (late  secretary)  on  his  retiring 
from  that  office.  We  also  hold  a  smoking  concert  the 
same  evening. — R.  Watts. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati, 
Oxford-street,  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  March  20, 
when  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  will  preside.  A  record 
gathering  is  anticipated. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  19,  Mr.  Powles- 
West  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  entitled  "Poached 
Preserves."  On  March  26  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  will  read 
a  paper  entitled  "  April  Fools."  On  April  1  {All 
Fools'  Day)  the  trout  fishing  season  opens  at  Chesham, 
when  it  is  hoped  the  fish  will  not  play  the  fool,  but 
come  straight  to  the  net. 


It  was  suggested  by  a  member  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  that  the  "  Bass  "  proposed  to  be  tried 
in  the  society's  waters  should  first  be  sampled  in  one 
of  the  Crystal  Palace  lakes,  as  there  would  then  be 
little  danger  of  their  finding  their  way  to  Chesham. 


The  Thames  Angling  News  is  to  hand,  and  fully 
maintains  its  reputation  as  a  smart  contemporary.  It 
is  full  of  interesting  matter,  especially  to  Thames 
anglers,  and  may  be  obtained  post  free  for  one  year  on 
receipt  of  twelve  penny  stamps  on  application  to  Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlett,  47,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


The  roach  poles  hang  upon  the  wall. 

The  tackle's  packed  away. 
The  weekly  roaming  now  must  cease 

Until  some  other  day. 

The  rest  is  good  for  man  and  fish. 

For  best  of  sport  will  tire ; 
The  angler  now  may  smoke  and  toast 

His  toes  before  the  fire. 

He  will  not  stride  in  late  at  night. 
And  shout,  "  Dear,  I'm  the  winner  !  " 

His  wife  will  "  prize  "  him  all  the  more 
Because  he's  home  to  dinner.  Mosnar. 


There  is  likely  to  be  a  big  crowd  at  the  Lea-side  on 
March  24,  when  the  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  will  be  brought  of!.  The  final 
arrangements  will  be  announced  in  the  next  issue. 


The  "Mick"  has  promised  to  be  present  at  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Competition  on  the  24th  inst. ; 
and  writing  to  a  friend  he  says :  "  I  will  be  there  if 
possible,  but  if  I  do  not  arrive  you'll  know  that  I'm 
not  coming." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


The  T..A..P.S.  concert,  engineered  by  Mr.  P.  Soro-e, 
at  the  Collingwood  Angling  Society,  on  Monday 
evening,  was  a  great  success.  There  was  a  crowded 
room,  good  company,  and  a  musical  programme  con- 
siderably above  the  average.  The  "  Elsmore  "  cup 
was  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Downes,  and  Host  Wiles's 
prize  to  Mr.  A.  Field.  On  opening  the  collecting-boxes 
the  sum  of  £2  6s.  2d.  was  found.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
"faced"  the  chairman  (Mr.  W.  J.  Wade),  who  had 
"the  'ammer  in  his  'and."  Altogether  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent. 


The  Oglanders  (Dulwich)  are  only  a  very  young 
society,  but  they  are  what  may  be  termed  of  the 
"  go-ahead  "  order.  Their  T.A.P.S.  box  was  opened  on 
Tuesday  night  by  Mr.  Wade,  and  12s.  6d.  extracted. 
More  next  time.  They  have  fixed  their  annual  dinner 
for  May  2,  when  a  very  large  company  is  expected  to 
be  present. 


While  on  the  subject  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  note  that  as  the  result  of  the  netting  of 
the  private  ponds  at  Feltham  on  March  7  (by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  Batson),  350  good-sized  stock  carp 
were  turned  into  the  river  at  Feltham  and  Laleham. 
Messrs.  Eyre  and  Moflatt,  the  new  river  keepers 
acquitted  themselves  admirably.  ' 


The  question  has  often  been  asked,  "  How  to 
preserve  minnows  ?  "  A  certain  embryo  angler  named 
"Floorum"  (not  a  hundred  miles  from  a  well-known 
hotel  in  the  Gray's  Inn-road)  had  a  large  bait  can  full 
of  small  fry,  known  to  his  father  as  Leucisms  phoxinus, 
and  having  learnt  that,  to  keep  them  alive,  it  was 
necessary  to  put  them  in  running  water  he  turned 
them  into  the  bath.  Before  retiring  to  bed  for  the 
night  he  icarefully  turned  the  water  on.  When  he 
visited  the  minnow  pond  in  the  morning,  he  was 
somewhat  alarmed  on  findii'g  that  a  considerable 
quantity  of  vapour  was  in  evidence.  The  minnows 
were  all  there,  and  quite  ready  for  the  table.  He  had 
unwittingly  turned  on  the  hot  water  tap  !  The  father 
has  now  preserved  the  boy. 


The  Welsh  Harp  Fishery  (Hendon)  is  now,  for  the 
first  time,  closed  during  the  fence  season  (March  15  to 
June  15,  both  dates  inclusive).  This  is  good  news,  as 
the  large  lakes,  which  give  such  sport  and  pleasure  to 
thousands  of  London  anglers,  will  undoubtedly  be 
improved.  The  proprietor  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
his  sportsmanship. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Lark  Preservation  and 
Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton 
Mills,  on  Thursday  evening,  March  7.  Mr.  Odden  F. 
Read  presided,  and  in  the  absence,  through  illness  of 
the  General  Secretary  (Mr.  Hewlett),  Mr.  Challice  '(of 
Newmarket)  read  the  accounts,  which  showed  receipts 
to  the  amount  of  £51  lis.  8d.,  and  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £4  6s.  2d.  The  following  officers  were  re-elected  •— 
President,  the  Marquis  of  Bristol;  Vice-presidents 
Sir  Henry  Bunbury  and  Mr.  R.  Bristowe ;  Chairman' 
Mr.  Odden  F.  Read ;  Vice-chairman,  Mr.  H.  Randall ' 
General_  Secretary,  Mr,  W.  Hewlett.  The  locai 
secretaries,  with  one  exception,  were  re-appointed,  and 
so  were  also  the  bailif!s. 


"  Last  summer,"  says  Mr.  J.  Halliday,  "  I  was 
staying  on  the  East  Coast  at  a  small  fishing  village 
inn,  where  I  was  invited  for  a  day's  yachting  with  a 
few  gentlemen  who  were  also  staying  at  the  same 
hotel,  and  the  landlord,  who  was  an  old  army  pen- 
sioner, was  also  invited.  Everything  went  all  rifht 
until  the  return  journey,  when  the  yacht  got  stuck°on 
the  mud,  and  endeavouring  to  get  her  off,  the  landlord 
lost  his  cap  (which  was  a  Turkish  smoking  cap).  No 
sooner  had  it  gone  overboard,  than  a  large  fish  jumped 
out  of  the  water  and  took  it  as  a  bait.  The  poor  old 
fellow  was  in  a  great  state  about  losing  his  cap,  which, 
he  remarked,  was  a  very  old  friend ;  and  when  I 
arrived  in  town  I  sent  him  another,  very  much  like  the 
old  one,  telling  him  that  I  had  been  presented  with  a 
large  codfish  from  a  friend  in  Billingsgate  Market,  and 
that  the  cap  was  found  inside  the  fish.  My  friend 
believes  to  this  day  that  it  is  the  same  cap." 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Crown  and  Buckland 
Angling  Society  a  lecture,  illustrated  by  dissolving 
views,  entitled,  "  Prom  Fleet-street  to  the  East  Coast° 
with  Notes  by  the  Way,"  will  be  given  by  Mr.  t! 
Crumplen  (Old  Izaak),  on  Tuesday,  March  26,  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
at  the  Jew's  Harp,  Redhill-street,  Albany-street,  N.W. 
Chairman,  Mr.  Frank  Newton.  During  the  evening 
several  talented  artists  have  kindly  volunteered  their 
services.  Pianist,  Miss  L.  Noyce.  Under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  G.  H.  Franklin.  Coinmence  at  8  p.m. 
prompt.   Ladies  specially  invited. 


March  16,  1901 

u^T^\^'  ^°?^^'^  Ranton  writes  from  Staffordshire- 
While  walking  beside  a  lake  on  March  5,  I  saw  a 
jack  or  pike  close  under  the  bank,  and  as  the  fish  did 
not  move  I  took  it  out  to  examine  it,  and  found  one 
triangle  hook  in  the  upper  jaw,  and  one  with  the 
shank  projecting  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  from  the 
dorsal  fin.  The  jack  was  twenty-three  inches  long  and 
weighed  l^lb."  ° 


■c,  weighing  31b.  OJoz.  was  caught  at 

Forty  Hill  on  March  6  by  Mr.  T.  D.  Whitehead.  A 
fane  barbel  weighing  121b.  was  picked  up  in  the  River 
Lea  on  Feb.  16  at  Cheshunt,  nearly  dead,  it  being 
injured  and  afterwards  attacked  by  rats.  They  are 
both  being  set  up  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Homer,  of  Forest 
txate. 


Mr.  H.  D.  Crompton  (of  Edgbaston)  sends  the 
following  receipts  for  a  good  waterproof  dubbing  from 
'  btoddart's  Angler's  Companion."  Hesays— <»No  1 
is  the  one  I  have  always  used;  the  other  is  in  case 
Neatsfoot  oil  cannot  be  had.  I  have  it  put  on  while 
my  boots  are  wet,  soles  and  all.  Also  melt  down  in  a 
spoon,  and  run  it  in  the  seams  of  the  welt  of  the  boots 
or  shoes,"  No.  1.— One  pint  Neatsfoot  oil,  2oz. 
turpentine,  2oz.  yellow  wax,  loz.  Burgundy  pitch- 
melt  together  over  a  slow  fire,  and  apply  when  cool 
with  rag  or  paint  brush. 

No.  2.— One  pint  linseed  oil,  4oz.  bees  wax,  2oz.  best 
tar,  2oz.  Burgundy  pitch ;  melt  all  together  slowly. 


A  complimentary  concert  will  be  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Blue  Anchor  Musical  Society  at  the 
Blue  Anchor,  Church-street,  Shoreditch,  on  Monday 
evening,  March  25,  for  the  benefit  of  Donald  Flint  (a 
member  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society).  His 
case  is  a  most  deserving  one,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he 
will  be  well  patronised. 


The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Hastings  and  St 
Leonards  Angling  Association  will  take  place  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  on  Wednesday,  March  20  at 
7.30  p.m.  The  president  (O.  R.  Travers,  Esq., 
M.R.C.S.)  will  preside.  A  good  musical  programme  t 
will  be  provided.  Early  application  for  tickets  (3s.  6d  f 
each)  is  requested.    Evening  dress  optional.  | 


A  clergyman  on  his  way  to  church  on  a  recent 
Sunday  morning  came  upon  three  little  boys  of  his 
school  industriously  fishing.  Said  the  cleric  :  "  Now, 
my  lads,  do  you  not  think  it  very  sinful  to  angle  on 
the  Sabbath  ?  "  The  lads  said  they  saw  no  harm  in  the 
practice.  The  parson  thereupon  good-humouredly 
challenged  them  to  show  themselves  in  the  right,  and 
offered,  if  they  succeeded,  to  take  a  hand  with  them ! 
So  the  first  boy  said  the  English  Sabbath  was  nothing 
to  him,  as  he  was  a  Jew.  While  the  second  boy 
claimed  that  he  was  a  Seventh-day  Baptist.  "And," 
triumphantly  exclaimed  the  third  boy,  "  mother  and 
grandmother  both  say  I  am  a  regular  young  Turk  ! 
And,  please  sir,  as  we  ain't  got  a  spare  rod,  you  can 
grub  up  some  worms." 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  continues  its  successful 
course  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  until  April  3  ;  mean- 
while the  entertainments  are  being  made  exceedingly 
attractive.  On  Monday  Ella  Zinla  will  commence  an 
engagement.  This  lady  performs  on  a  tight-rope  sus- 
pended in  mid-air  the  whole  length  of  the  great  hall, 
and  executes  at  a  great  height  a  series  of  the  most 
daring  feats.  Permane's  bears  are  wonderful  creatures, 
and  should  undoubtedly  secure  a  great  success. 


The  tag-end  of  the  announcements  of  the  hotel  tout 
in  the  Highlands — "  Splendid  salmon  angling  free  to 
visitors  " — does  not  appeal  to  the  finer  sporting  senti- 
ments of  the  hotel-keepers'  opposite  neighbours,  who 
find  their  pools  practically  useless  owing  to  their 
being  flogged  to  death  by  the  numerous  rods  fishing 
the  hotel  waters.  This  feeling  would  seem  to  be 
shared  even  by  some  of  the  hotel  visitors,  to  judge  by 
the  following  eflusion  to  be  found  in  the  blotting  book 
of  one  of  the  public  rooms  ; — 

"To  THE  Multitudes  op    Anglebs. 

"  Sad  sight  it  is,  and  sorry  while. 
Garbed  in  every  dress  and  style, 
Down  the  birch-clad  cliffs  they  scramble, 
Along  the  banks  in  swarms  they  ramble, 
By  rock,  by  oak,  by  hawthorn  tree. 
Troop  after  troop  are  disappearing. 
Troop  after  troop  their  rods  are  rearing, 
While  each  and  all  are  racing  for 
First  cast  on  pools  of  roaring  Awe." 


"Ella,"  said  Clara,  as  they  were  seated  on  the 
verandah  of  their  country  house,  "  I  went  fishing  with 
Charlie  this  morning."  "  Did  you  ?  What  did  you 
catch  ?  "    "I  caught  Charlie."  Dragnet. 
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'  mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting,  held  on  Feb.  7  last,  were  read  and 
confirmed, .after  which  the  secretary  informed  the  meet- 
ing that  the  Oldbury  Piscatorial  Society,  which  was  affil- 
iated with  the  Provincial  Angling  As.sociation,  wished 
to  join  the  Birmingham  Association.  The  society  was 
admitted.  Application  was  made  by  the  Ashted  Society 
to  remove  from  the  Whittington  and  Cat  Inn,  Great 
Brook-street,  to  the  Royal  Oat  Inn,  Ashted-row. 
After  hearing  the  visiting  committee's  report  the 
removal  was  sanctioned. — The  Alliance  Society  also 
applied  for  permission  to  remove  from  the  Hen  and 
Chickens  Inn,  Graham-street,  to  the  Turk's  Head  Inn, 
Newhall-street.  After  hearing  the  report  the  club 
was  allowed  to  remove  forthwith.  —  A  new  society 
named  the  Aston  Swan  Society,  held  at  the  White 
Swan,  Phillip-street,  Aston  New  Town,  applied  for 
affiliation.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the 
society  was  properly  constituted,  and  numbered 
over  fifty  fully  paid  up  members.  The  application 
was  granted  on  the  understanding  that  they  took 
no  members  from  any  other  angling  society  for  the 
term  of  twelve  months.  The  secretary  reported 
that  a  representative  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
would  call  upon  him  on  the  morrow  and  go  into  the 
.matter  re  the  running  of  a  Sunday  train  to  Evesham 
and  back.  This  important  matter  was  discussed,  when 
it  was  decided  that  the  following  gentlemen,  Messrs. 
Coles,  Miller,  and  Holding,  together  with  Mr.  White 
the  general  secretary,  should  be  present  at  the 
interview,  which  took  place  on  Friday  last.  The 
result  of  which  was  that  so  far  as  the  company 
were  concerned  they  were  willing  to  rim  a  train,  but 
there  were  certain  private  obstacles  in  the  way  that 
for  the  present  year  they  would  not  be  able  to  comply 
to  the  request  of  the  members  of  the  association,  but 
the  matter  would  still  be  kept  before  the  company, 
and  at  some  future  date  they  hoped  to  be  in  a  position 
to  run  a  train  for  the  convenience,  not  only  for  the 
anglers,  but  for  the  general  public  at  large.^The 
annual  association  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Saturday 
evening  last  at  the  Colonnade  Hotel,  New-street,  when 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  delegates  sat  down  to  a 
first-class  repast ;  invitations  were  sent  out  to  the  leading 
railway  officials  in  the  city,  Messrs.  Goldsborough  and 
Pearson  of  the  Midland,  and  Mr.  A.  Entwistle  of  the 
London  and  North  Western  Companies,  were  present. 
Mr.  E.  Murphy,  of  the  Great  Western,  was  unable  to 
be  present  owing  to  business  engagements.  The  toast 
list_  was  much  curtailed,  and  the  after-dinner  pro- 
gramme consisted  chiefly  of  singing,  in  which  Messrs. 
Ensor,  Driscoll,  and  Lackey  greatly  distinguished 
themselves,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  and 
helped  to  make  up  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
Several  contests  were  fished  on  March  10. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  have  been  extremely  busy  on  most  of  the 
Fen  waters  this  week,  the  finer  weather  having  at- 
tracted many  visitors  into  the  district.  The  Bain  has 
been  largely  besieged  with  roach  rods,  and  some 
remarkably  good  bags  have  been  made.  In  the 
Comngsby  district  one  or  two  anglers  have  captured 
as  much  as  351b.  of  roach  in  a  single  day,  and  many  of 
the  fish  have  weighed  up  lifb.  apiece.  On  most  of 
the  other  waters  pike  fishing  has  been  largely  prose- 
cuted. The  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  have  yielded  ' 
some  heavy  bags,  especially  on  the  lengths  at  Tatters- 
hall,  Dogdyke,  and  Langrick,  and  two  or  three  big  fish 
are  mentioned,  including  a  twelve-pounder.  On  the 
Mount  Pleasant  drain  sport  has  been  pretty  evenly 
divided  between  roach  and  pike  fishing,  and  both 
branches  of  sport  have  been  successfully  followed. 
Forty-foot  anglers  are  having  a  capital  run  of  luck 
with  the  trolling  rod,  both  at  Hubbert's  Bridge  and  on 
the  lengths  north  and  south  of  Donington  Bridge. 
Three  and  four  brace  per  rod  has  not  been  at  all  a 
difficult  capture  with  live  bait,  but  as  a  rule  the  fish 
have  not  run  larger  than  51b.  or  61b.  ;  many,  however 
have  weighed  under  41b.  The  waters  remain  in  capital 
condition,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  successful 
wind-up  of  the  season. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  splendid  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
hailed  with  pleasure  by  our  local  rodsmen,  and  from 
the  upper  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  and  some  of  its 
tributaries  some  very  nice  takes  of  roach  have  been 
made.  Mr.  George  Cheeseman,  a  member  of  the 
West  Hull  Society,  has  had  from  the  vicinity  of 
Brigham,  ten  fish  that  scaled  61b. ;  Mr.  W.  I.  Barker 


of  the  North  Myton  Anglers,  has  had  about  71b. 
from  Emmotland ;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  of  the 
Central  Association,  a  catch  of  about  101b.  of  nice 
roach  from  the  Hempholme  district.  The  trout  season 
opens  in  this  district  to-day  (Saturday),  and  from  all 
accounts  promises  well,  the  fish  being  in  a  forward 
condition,  and  the  waters  in  first-class  trim  either  for 
fly  or  minnow  fishing,  and  during  the  past  week  there 
has  been  quite  a  rise  of  early  flies  in  the  top  stretches  ; 
and  in  the  tidal  waters  conditions  could  not  well  be 
better  for  bait  fishing,  and  at  the  various  back-ends 
some  fish  should  b6  picked  up  by  swimming  the  worm. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society, 
the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  was  presented  with  an 
illuminated  address  b)'  the  members  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  and  in  recognition  of  his  untiring  energy  for 
the  welfare  of  the  society  and  anglers  in  general  for 
the  past  five  years.  At  the  March  council  meeting  of 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, amongst  the  ordinary  business  several  clubs  were 
granted  permission  to  fish  their  club  matches  during 
the  Easter  Plolidays  on  the  Burstwick  and 
Winestead  Drains ;  the  vice  president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker,  gave  in  a  notice  of  motion,  "  to  provide  out  of 
the  Association  funds  another  Silver  Challenge  Cup, 
to  replace  the  Firbank  Challenge  Cup,  which  was  won 
outright  by  the  Albion  Anglers  last  season."  The 
matter  will  be  fully  discussed  at  the  April  Council 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  April  3. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Man- 
agement of  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  Fishing,  it 
was  decided  to  dispense  with  the  top  ponds  in  con- 
nection with  the  Canal  above  Sod  House  Lock. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Replying  to  inquiries,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Sale 
Angling  Society  kindly  supplies  the  following  details 
for  publication  :  The  financial  year  begins  in  February 
each  year,  and  ends  in  December.  The  total  cost  for 
the  first  year  is  15s.,  and  after  then  12s.  6d.  Their 
private  waters  are  known  as  the  "  Sis  Pits  "  and,  the 
"  Misfortune  Pit,"  and  the  waters  of  the  C.P.A.A.  are 
also  covered  by  the  subscription.  The  coarse  fishing 
season  has  at  last  closed,  maintaining  to  the  end  its 
character  for  disappointment,  and  now  all  are 
exercising  hope  and  faith  for  the  coming  season. 
Although  the  las-t  few  days  have  been  very  much  more 
suitable  for  angling,  yet  the  rivers  have  not  been  in 
condition.  A  few  piking  parties  have  been  out  and 
obtained  fair  results,  yet  even  pike  are  tapering  oii  for 
their  season's  duties.  Nothing  much  now  will  be  done 
in  angling  until  Easter.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
thirty-one  new  members  were  admitted,  and  the  roll- 
call  now  is  thirty  in  excess  of  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  and  since  the  meeting  many 
nominations  have  been  made.  The  exact  length  of 
the  water  recently  acquired  at  Tattenhall  Road  is 
between  Huxley  Mill  and  Walk  Mill,  and  is  reported 
well  stocked  with  trout  and  other  fish.  There  are  one 
or  two  other  items  under  consideration,  but  not  ready 
for  being  published.  A  few  anglers  from  this  town  did 
fairly  well  in  the  Bollin  with  roach,  and  at  Rossett 
and  Mickle  Trafford,  but  nothing  very  great, 
still  they  keep  trying,  and  nothing  seems 
to  keep  them  away  from  their  sport.  At 
last  some  news  is  to  hand  from  the  Lune,  which  . 
opened  on  the  2nd.  Trout  fishing  is  only  moderate, 
some  say  poor,  and  fly  fishing  is  of  no  use. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Good  Intent  Angling  Society  started  their 
twentieth  century  programme  with  a  match  at  Middle- 
wood  on  March  9.  After  some  very  fair  sport,  Messrs. 
Peets  and  Wilson  succeeded  in  winning  the  verdict 
for  single  and  gross  results.  The  rest  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  a  social  manner.  The  Moss  Side  Socials 
are  in  evidence  once  again  with  some  interesting  items. 
Last  Monday  they  received  220  good  roach  and  chub 
up  to  21b.,  and  perch  to  fib.,  and  500  more  are  advised, 
not  one  of  the  220  was  less  than  Jib.  Mr.  W.  Taylor 
again  heads  the  stocking  competition  with  1,005 
fish,  and  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  good  second.  Mr.  W.  Taylor 
also  leads  for  a  special  prize  offered  for  best  fish  from 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  The  executive  are  working 
hard  to  make  the  Socials  lead  the  way  in  this  city. 
It  is  with  regret  that  we  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Turner,  wife  of  the  genial  and  respected  treasurer  of  the 
Ardwick  Angling  Society.  Her  sudden  death  came  as 
■a  painful  surprise  to  a  large  circle  of  friends  whose 
ready  and  kindly  sj-mpathy  has  been  tendered  to  the 
bereaved  family.  The  annual  report  of  the  Man- 
chester Anglers'  Association  is,  as  usual,  very  pleasant 
reading.  The  interest  in  the  society  has  been  well 
maintained,  in  both  the  literary  and  piscatorial 
departments ;  but  a  season  following  on  the 
"  Coming  of  Age "  year  must  naturally  suffer  bv 
comparison  in  items  of  exceptional  interest. 
The  dry  summer  militated  against  good  fly  fishing, 
but  nevertheless  35  members  on  185  days  killed  1175 
fish,  the  spring  being  the  best  part  of  the  season.  The 
past  hatching  season  has  been  good,  the  ova  were 
hatched  in  a  shorter  time  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
higher  temperature,  and  the  fry  are  doing  well.  The 


season  tickets  of  the  Wor.sley  Canal  Fishery  will 
shortly  be  ready  for  issue,  and  the  society  will 
be  glad  to  receive  any  applications  for  the 
same.  The  chairman  of  this  fishery  has  been 
placed  on  the  bench  of  county  magistrates. 
Our  city  rods  will  have  to  wait  a  little  longer  for 
decent  fishing  in  the  Bollin.  Last  week  end  the  river 
was  still  unfit,  but  if  the  present  genial  weather 
continues  the  trout  ought  to  be  heard  of.  The  trout 
in  the  rearing-pond  are  now. ready  for  this  river,  and 
will  be  turned  in  as  soon  as  the  fry  now  in  the  hatchery 
are  ready  for  the  pond.  There  are  many  thousands  all 
but  ready  to  leave  the  hatchery.  Several  of  our  new 
city  clubs  are  reported  progressing  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  nice  baskets  of  good  pike  have  been  obtained 
during  the  last  week.  On  some  waters  sport  has  been 
very  good,  but  on  some  others  in  the  district  it  has 
been  very  bad,  not  a  fish  having  been  taken  on  them 
d\iring  the  week.  On  Monday,  Jlessrs.  C.  J.  Greene 
and  C.  Daniels  had  six  nice  pike,  weighing  61b.  to  101b. 
each,  on  a  small  piece  of  private  water  near  Norwich. 
On  the  same  day  a  good  fish  of  221b.  was  caught  by 
Mr.  Winter,  fishing  on  Mr.  Christopher  Davies'  water 
at  Bronnefen,  while  spinning  with  a  small  roach  on 
gut-mounted  hooks  and  single  gut  trace,  the  rod  being 
a  trout  spinning  rod.  Mr.  Morris,  of  Norwich,  had 
eight  fish  on  Woodbastwick,  on  Tuesday,  none  of  them 
of  any  size.  The  still  weather  has  put  the  broads  into 
fine  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  good  sport  should 
be  obtained  uj)  to  the  end  of  the  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Last  week  angling  pursuits  were  practically  out  of 
the  question  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather.  Towards  the  end  of  the  week  the  Trent 
was  running  in  flood  volume,  though  as  soon  as  the 
extra  water  got  the  "  turn,"  it  disappeared  in  a 
surprisingly  rapid  manner.  On  Saturday,  members  of 
the  City  Piscatorials  proceeded  to  Attenborough  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  in  their  final  pegged- 
down  match  of  the  season.  Valuable  prizes  were 
offered,  but  none  were  won ;  in  fact  none  of  the 
competitors  succeeded  in  landing  a  fish.  The 
fact  is  the  river  was'  much  too  high  and  thick  for 
angling  of  any  kind. .  On  Wednesday  night  the  Society 
held  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  John  Trumau.  The  financial 
statements  as  submitted  by  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  the 
secretary,  showed  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 
The  subscripitions  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£85  19s.  9d.  There  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  Mi  13s.  7d. 
and  an  increase  on  the  year  of  £18  19s.  8d.  Since 
the  last  meeting  the  executive  have  acquired  the 
Attenborough  and  Barton  fisheries,  and  these,  since 
the  acquisition,  have  proved  immensely  popular. 
Being  near  to  the  city,  members  prefer  them  to  the 
society's  other  reaches  in  the  Rolleston  district.  On 
Monday,  at  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  creeled  a 
few  roach  and  one  bream  of  4Jlb.  with  the  worm  ; 
and  on  Tuesday,  on  the  same  waters,  Mr.  A.  Smith 
and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  caught  simdry  roach  with  the  tail 
end.  Roach  and  bream  have  been  met  with  in  the 
Clifton  and  Beeston  Bend  stretches,  and  a  few  roach 
have  been  shown  from  the  Rolleston  waters  by  Mr.  W. 
Foulds,  of  the  City  Piscatorials.  Nineteen  hundred 
trout  are  due  to  the  City  Wellington  Society,  and  the 
whole  will  shortly  be  placed  in  the  society's  lengths 
at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow.  But  as  to  these 
handsome  consignments  I  shall  have  more  to  say 
later  on. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

For  a  time  the  coarse  fishing  has  ceased,  and 
certainly  the  closing  days  of  the  season  were  not  at  all 
satisfactory  to  local  anglers.  The  last  few  days  found 
many  devotees  of  the  sport  at  their  favourite  waters, 
but  the  rivers  and  drains  were  much  too  full,  and  with 
a  nasty  east  wind  blowing,  very  poor  baskets  resulted. 
A  few  roach  here  and  there,  and  a  pike  or  two  of 
moderate  size,  were  the  only  rewards,  and  the  general 
sport  was  most  disappointing.  With  the  advent  of  the 
trout  season  general  interest  is  taken  in  the  decision 
of  the  Sheffield  Corporation  in  regard  to  fishing 
in  Dam  Flask  reservoir,  one  of  the  finest  preserves 
for  many  miles  round  Sheffield,  and  yet  within  easy 
reach  of  all.  It  has  long  been  famous  for  its  big  trout 
for  years,  and  those  who  have  secured  permits  from 
Mr.  Rimington  Wilson,  of  Broomhead  Hall— whose 
lease  has  just  transpired — have  considered  themselves 
fortunate  indeed.  The  Corporation  regulations,  which 
have  given  general  satisfaction,  are  as  follows  : — 1. 
The  season  for  fishing  to  be  from  April  1  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  both  days  inclusive.  Tickets  to  be  issued  at 
2s.  6d.  for  the  day,  or  £1  lis.  6d.  for  a  book  of  twenty 
day  tickets  to  be  used  during  the  season  of  issue,  the 
latter  tickets  to  be  strictly  non-transferable.  2.  The 
day  to  be  from  and  between  the  hours  of  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
except  during  the  months  of  Jxme  and  July,  when  the 
hours  shall  be  from  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  3.  Each  person, 
before  commencing  to  fish,  must  give  up  his  ticket. 
Anglers  shall,  on  request,  produce  to  the  attendant  all 
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fish  intended  to  be  taken  away.  (4)  No  fishing  matches 
allowed,  and  there  shall  be  no  fishing  on  Sundays. 
(5)  All  fish  caught  under  nine  inches  in  length  to  be 
immediately  and  carefully  restored  to  the  reservoir. 
The  limit  of  quantity  to  be  taken  in  one  day  not  to 
exceed  six  brace  of  fish  for  each  person.  (6)  No  person 
to  fish  with  a  net  or  snare,  or  in  any  other  manner 
than  wth  one  rod  and  line.  An  ordinary  landing  net 
■  may  be  used.  (7)  The  only  bait  permitted  to  be  used 
to  be  fly,  worm,  gentles,  wasp  grub,  or  artificial 
spmnmg  bait.  (8)  No  person  except  anglers  allowed 
on  the  reservoir  banks. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglmg  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the 
flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  and  in  some  places  large 
tracts  of  land  have  been  under  water,  and  the  close 
season  for  coarse  fish  is  on  us  without  the  members  of 
the  clubs  having  the  opportunity  of  their  usual  wind- 
up  of  the  season.  A  few  have  been  out  and  caught  a 
few  perch  with  the  worm,  none  of  good  size.  The 
high  water  has  interfered  with  salmon  fishing  very 
much,  some  nets  not  having  taken  a  single  fish 
as  yet,  others  only  one  or  two,  and  in  the  Uptou-ou- 
Severn  districts  the  two  nets  being  worked  there  have 
only  taken  one  each.  But  the  water  is  now  fast  re- 
ceding, and  no  doubt  better  fortune  is  in  store  for 
them,  for  surely  a  lot  of  fish  will  have  come  up  the 
river  with  the  flood,  and  be  located  between  the 
several  weirs,  while  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper 
waters  should  be  better  than  for  years  past ;  there  has 
been  every  opportunity  for  them  to  pass  all  the  weirs, 
and  nothing  else  to  stop  them.  Although  the  fishermen 
have  had  a  bad  time  of  it  among  the  salmon,  it  is 
some  years  since  lamperns  were  so  plentiful,  ard  they 
have  taken  large  quantities,  and  they  have  been  sold 
here  at  8d.  per  score,  a  low  price  indeed.  Things  are 
very  quiet  in  the  clubs  at  the  present  time,  may  are 
looking  forward  for  the  water  to  get  into  condition  for 
trout  fishing,  which,  if  the  bright  genial  weather  of 
the  past  two  days  continues,  will  soon  be  the 
case,  and  sport  should  be  good.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Worcester  United  Working  Men's 
Club  took  place  at  their  headquarters,  the  Turk's  Head 
Hotel,  in  this  city,  and  was  largely  attended,  the  chair 
being  taken  by  W.  Morris,  Esq.,  CO.,  supported  by 
the  :president  of  the  club,  S.  Webb,  Esq.,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  President  of  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association,  and  other  gentlemen. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  rough  weather,  which  was 
characteristic  of  the  closing  days  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  angling  was  with  few  exceptions  disappointing 
all  round  until  the  present  week,  when  more  favour- 
able conditions  set  in  and  prospects  improved.  The 
waters  have  been  clearing,  and  the  floods  have  rapidly 
subsided.  Some  York  men  went  to  Hornsea  Mere 
m  the  middle  of  last  week  to  try  their  luck  with 
pike,  and  several  fared  pretty  well;  notably  Mr. 
Woodhouse,  who  had  one  specimen  of  the  fish  weigh- 
ing 201b.,  Which  he  is  preserving,  and  Mr.  Schroeder, 
who  caught  another  which  weighed  191b.  Attention 
IS  now  turning  to  trout,  and  the  outlook  is  cheery. 
Most  of  the  principal  streams  are  well  stocked,  con- 
siderable numbers  of  two-year-old  trout  having  been 
turned  in  recently  by  the  leading  clubs,  including  the 
•Thirsk  and  Sowerby,  Costa,  Pickering,  Driffield,  Eye- 
dale,  and  Wharfedale.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  formed  the 
subjectofanmterestinglecturein  the  Albert  Hall, Leeds, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  the  well- 
known  pike  angler.  He  referred  to  the  great  antiquity 
of  the  pastime  of  pike  fishing.  To-day  fish  were  caught 
m  such  enormous  numbers  that  no  chance  was  given 
them  to  grow  to  any  great  size,  a  fact  which  he 
regretted.  It  was,  indeed,  a  great  shame.  Anglers 
were  "killing  the  goose  with  the  golden  egg."  The 
pike  was  not  fertile  until  he  was  four  years  old,  and  it 
took  him  three  years  to  become  31b.  in  weight.  He 
preferred  cane  rods  over  greenheart,  hickory  or  lance- 
wood. 


ilofcs  front  tf)c  ^ottff. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  taken  the  Aboyne  Castle 
fishings  for  the  spring  months,  but  has,  meantime 
let  the  current  month  to  Mr.  Ward.  ' 


Mr.  Montgomerie  has  the  famous  Glentana  beat  on 
the  Dee  for-some  weeks.  He  arrived  from  the  south 
on  Friday  forenoon,  and  a  few  hours  later  drew  first 
blood  in  a  beauty  of  9  Jib.  On  Saturday  he  had  another 
of  the  same  weight. 


Young  Sandison  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  17Alb.  on 
Saturday  on  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water,  and  several 
others,  including  Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Hanley,  are 
having  first-class  sport. 

The  top  fish  of  the  season  fell  to  the  rod  of  Davie 
Nicoll,  keeper,  on  Mr.  Baird's  Lower  Durris  water  on 
Monday  last.  It  turned  the  scale  at  31Jlb.,  and  is 
the  finest  spring  fish  killed  on  the  Dee  within  living 
memory. 


The  Don  is  simply  teeming  with  fish  all  the  way  up 
to  Alford,  and  yet  not  a  single  rise  is  being  got.  The 
water  is  certainly  out  of  order,  but  so  are  the  fishermen, 
else  they  would  be  at  them  with  something. 

In  cold  waters  large  flies  are  a  sine  qud  non.  On 
the  Don  and  Deveron  anglers  are  too  much  accustomed 
to  work  with  small  irons,  inch  and  inch-and-a-half. 
Let  them  try  Dee,  Spey,  or  Tay  flies,  two-and-a-half 
and  three  inches,  and  then  see  the  results. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland  are  again  fishing 
the  Oich  and  Garry,  belosging  to  Mrs.  EUice,  of 
Glengarry.  Last  year  the  ducal  party  had  the  record 
score  amongst  salmon  anglers  in  the  north. 

Weekly  tickets  are  now  issued  on  the  Don  (Kintore 
Burgh  water),  l^than  (Ellon  Castle  water),  and  the 
Ugie.  Last  year  the  institution  of  a  monthly  charge 
on  the  I  Ugie  did  not  prove  popular. 

The  Beauley,  Connon,  and  Shin  are  the  only  streams 
yielding  anything  like  good  sport  as  yet.  The  Helms- 
dale is  just  getting  into  form,  and  results  would  be 
bigger  were  more  rods  forward. 

Fine  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  are  mow  being 
got  freely  on  the  Don  at  Dyce,  Grandholm,  and  on 
the  tidal  reaches. 


The  small  painted  Devon  is  the  predominating  lure 
just  now  for  finnock  and  sea  trout,  scarcely  a  rise 
being  had  anywhere  to  the  fly— this  on  account  of 
the  recent  snow  accumulations,  which  have  not  yet 
fully  spent  themselves. 


Last  week  a  young  salmon  fisherman  lost  his  life  by 
falling  over  the  rooks  at  Portsoy,  on  the  Moray  Firth, 
when  going  to  examine  some  otter  traps.  He  was 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  leaves  a  widow  and  four  in 
family. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  and  party,  of  Alnwick,  have  had  a 
month  on  the  Upper  and  Middle  Drum  Waters,  but, 
unfortunately  for  their  chances  of  sport,  the  river  in 
these  parts  has  been  almost  out  of  trim  the  whole 
time. 


Every  season  brings  out  more  strongly  than  ever 
that  the  true  and  only  policy  with  regard  to  our 
salmon  supply  is  to  reduce  the  gauntlet.  Buy  up  the 
netting  stations  on  the  river  and  the  tidal  waters,  if 
need  be,  but  buy  them  up.  Such  is  the  experience  of 
those  who  draw  the  best  rentals  for  their  salmon 
waters  for  angling  purposes.  Special  Scotch. 


SCOTTISH  TEOUT  ANGLERS. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  (Glasgow  District)  a  smoking  concert  was 
held  on  March  7  in  Messrs.  White  and  Smith's,  Glass- 
ford-street.  Professor  Glaister  presided  over  a  good 
attendance.  Dr.  James  Rankine,  assistant  Professor 
of  Zoology  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  delivered  a 
lecture  on  "  The  Structure  of  Pishes."  He  referred 
first  of  all  to  the  lower  forms  of  fishes,  such  as  the 
aniphioxus  and  the  cyclostomata,  taking  as  examples 
the  lamprey  and  hag-fish,  and  dealing  with  the  pecu- 
liarity of  structure  of  these.  Afterwards  the  lecturer 
described  the  characteristic  features  of  the  cartilaginous 
fishes  like  the  dog-fish  and  the  shark,  and  went  on  to 
speak  more  particularly  of  the  various  features  which 
belong  to  the  bony  fishes — their  external  characters, 
the  arrangement  of  the  fins  and  scales,  and  the 
structure  of  the  skull  and  the  skeleton  generally. 
Dr.  Rankine  also  described  some  of  the  more  peculiar 
forms  of  fishes,  such  as  the  flying-fish,  the  sun-fish, 
the  pike,  and  the  angler,  and  in  conclusion  spoke  of 
the  distinctive  characteristics  of  the  salmon  and  the 
trout,  and  the  methods  of  identifying  them.  The 
lecture  was  illustrated  with  lime-light  views  and 
specimens,  and  was  of  a  highly  informative  and  in- 
teresting nature.  At  its  close  Dr.  Rankine  was 
accorded  a  vote  of  thanks.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening  songs  and  readings  were  given  by  various 
members  of  the  company,  and  reference  was  made  to 
the  Close  Time  for  Trout  Bill,  which  will  be  brought 
before  Parliament  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  K.C. 


HOLLOWAY'.S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  Dyspepsia, 
.Taundice.  These  complaints  are  the  result  of  a  disordered 
liver,  which  secretes  bile  in  quality  or  quantity  incapable  of 
digesting  food.  Digestion  requires  a  free  flow  of  healthy  bile, 
to  ensure  which  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  have  long 
been  famous,  far  eclipsing  every  other  medicine.  Food, 
irregularity  of  living,  climate  and  other  causes  are  constantly 
throwing  the  liver  into  disorder,  but  that  important  organ  can 
soon  be  regulated  and  healthily  adjusted  by  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment,  which  act  directly  upon  Its  vital  secretion.  The 
Ointment  rubbed  on  the  sitin  penetrates  immediately  to  the 
liver,  whose  blood  and  nerves  it  rectifies.  One  trial  is  all  that 
is  needed,  a  cure  will  soon  follow. 


SALMON  AND  FfiBSHWATER 
FISHERIES  ACTS,  18G1  TO  1892. 

Sale  of  Freshwater  Pish. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  publio 
notice  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it 
is  illegal : —  ' 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  possession 
for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  other  than  pollan,  trout 
char,  and  eels,  between  March  6  and  June  15,  both 
inclusive,  subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings.         (By  order)        J.  Wrench  Towse, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  1901. 


THE  FISHERIES  (OYSTER,  CRAB 
AND  LOBSTER)  ACT,  1877. 
(40  AND  41  Vic,  Cap.  42.) 

Unseasonable  Oysters. 
To  oyster  planters,  merchants,  dealers,  fishmongers, 
and  the  public :  Whereas  section  4  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  of  Parliament  prohibits,  with  certain 
specified  exceptions,  the  sale  or  purchase  of  deep  sea 
oysters  between  June  15  and  Aug.  4,  and  the  sale  or 
purchase  of  any  other  oysters  between  May  14  and 
Aug.  4,  and  imposes  penalties  on  persons  acting  in 
contravention  of  the  Act : 

The  Fishmongers'   Company  hereby  give  public 
notice  that  all  persons  contravening  the  above  Act  of 
Parliament  by  selling,  exposing  for  sale,  consigning 
for  sale,  or  buying  for  sale  oysters  save  as  provided 
therein  will  render  themselves  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 
(By  order)       J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge 
March^  1901. 


THE  LAST  SEASON  AT  OVERSCAIC. 


As  the  angling  season  for  1901  is  now  commencing, 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  to  know  that  Lochs 
Shin,  Merkland,  Flag,  Griam,  Gorm,  and  other  waters 
yielded  a  total  basket  during  1900  of  1  salmon,  12Jlb.  ■ 

1  grilse,  61b. ;  18  salmo-ferox,  112f  lb. ;  6339  brown 
trout,  2655Jlb. ;  and  50  sea  trout,  70|lb.  Total  fish  of 
all  kinds  6409,  aggregating  over  1  ton  in  weight.  The 
following  abstract  will  show  the  sport  more  clearly— 

June— 7  ferox,  451b.;  3364  trout,  1348Jlb.  July— 

2  ferox,  l^Vo. ;  1848  trout,  819ilb. ;  6  sea  trout,  111b. 
August— 2  ferox,  81b.  ;  940  trout,  363f  lb. ;  39  sea  trout, 
49Jlb.  September— 197  trout,  1241b  ;  6  sea  trout,  101b. 
October— 1  salmon,  l^Vo. ;  1  grilse,  61b. ;  7  ferox, 
46ilb.  Totals— 1  salmon,  12Jlb. ;  1  grilse,  51b. ;  18 
ferox,  112f  lb. ;  6339  trout,  2656|lb. ;  50  sea  trout,  70ilb. 

The  various  Lochs  yielded  as  follows — 
Loch  Shin— 6  ferox,  361b.;  2947  trout,  13211b. 
Loch  Merkland— 1  ferox,  81b. ;  1246  trout,  5121b. 
Loch  Griam— 2  ferox,  81b.  ;  992  trout,  3671b.  Loch 
Gorm— 669  trout,  1711b.  More,  Flag,  Garviede  — 1 
salmon,  12Jlb.  ;  1  grilse,  51b. ;  9  ferox,  61Jlb. ;  605 
trout,  284|lb.  ;  50  sea  trout,  70Jlb.  Totals— 1  salmon, 
12Jlb.  ;  1  grilse,  51b. ;  18  ferox,  112f  lb.  ;  6339  trout, 
2665^1b. ;  50  sea  trout,  70|lb. 

Of  individual  baskets  for  one  day  72  ranged  from 
20  to  30  trout ;  39  from  30  to  40;  17  from  40  to  50; 
11  from  50  to  60 ;  6  from  60  to  100 ;  and  4  from  100 
up  to  114.  Perhaps  the  heaviest  trout  baskets  of  the 
season  were  by  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans  on 
Gorm  Loch,  July  14—114  trout,  341b. ;  and  one  of 
114  trout,  321b.,  on  the  same  loch  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  on  June  21.  B. 


BRENTFORD  AND  DISTRICT 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  above  society,  whose  headquarters  are  held  at 
Castle  Hotel,  Brentford,  had  their  annual  silver  cup 
competition  in  the  Thames  recently,  between  Kew 
Bridge  and  Bell  Weir.  Fourteen  members  competed, 
only  five  members  weighed  in,  namely,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
71b.  6Joz. ;  Mr.  G.  Fielder,  51b.  lUoz. ;  Mr.  J.  K. 
Bohling,  41b.  12Joz.  ;  Mr.  Dyerson,  41b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr. 
E.  P.  Tulley,  41b.  ^oz.  Mr.  Baldwin  having  fished 
by  himself  had,  by  the  rules  of  the  society,  tcT  submit 
to  having  one-third  deducted,  consequently  Mr.  G. 
Fielder  was  the  winner  of  the  cup.  Mr.  T.  Layton, 
the  president,  offered  a  prize  of  one  guinea  for  best 
specimen  roach  taken  during  this  competition,  but 
none  of  the  members  were  successful.  The  best  roach 
taken  was  by  Mr.  F.  Jones,  weighing  14oz.,  which  he 
subsequently  turned  into  the  River  Brent.  The  usual 
fortnightly  meeting  was  held  March  8,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  P.  P.  Poole  to  a  good  representative  attendance 
— one  new  member  was  elected.  G.  Fielder. 


March  16,  1901 


WALTON  AND  COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Repoet  of  Annual  Wintee  Dinnee. 

We  held  our  Annual  Winter  Dinner  on  Thursday, 
March  7,  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street. 
Forty-two  members  and  their  friends  were  present 
and  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening,  the  dinner  being 
an  excellent  one,  and  the  arrangements  very  satis- 
factory. Mr.  U.  B.  Ladler  took  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Sbhn  Crowley  the  vice-chair.  The  usual  toasts  were 
proposed  and  heartily  responded  to. 

The  chairman  referring  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
association  dwelt  on  the  fact  of  its  antiquity,  stating 
it  to  be,  if  not  the  very  oldest,  one  of  the  oldest  angling 
soQieties  in  London.  The  company  listened  to  some 
excellent  music  and  recitations  from  Messrs.  Brierley, 
Hilton  Davis,  Betterton,  Ponder,  Newbury,  and 
others.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  Mr.  Ponder' s 
recitations.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  Hilton  Davis,  our  musical  director,  for  the 
successful  manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out  the 
arrangements  of  the  evening. 

Matt.  Cdddon,  Hon.  Sec. 


YARE  AND  BURE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society 
was  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  on  March  4. 
The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee  :  "  The 
committee  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  there  has 
been  no  case  of  poaching  upon  the  waters  under 
the  society's  jurisdiction  during  the  year,  and  they 
believe  that  the  constant  watch  over  the  rivers  has 
almost  stamped  out  the  poaching  which  was  so 
prevalent  in  years  past.  The  head  of  fish  in  the 
rivers  and  broads  had  been  steadily  increasing  for 
some  time,  and  when  the  amount  of  traffic  on  the 
waters  was  taken  into  consideration,  the  sport  obtained 
had  been  extremely  good.  The  stringent  watching 
should  not  be  relaxed  for  a  day,  and  the  committee 
were  anxious  to  keep  up  the  funds  of  the  society,  so 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  continue  their  work  of 
preservation.  The  balance  sheet  showed  a  slight  de- 
crease in  the  amount  received  for  subscriptions,  but  it 
was  hoped  that  with  a  little  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  and  of  individual  members  the  falling  oS 
would,  be  only  a  temporary  one.  The  Angling  Club 
Prize  Fund,  contributed  by  the  members  of  Parliament 
for  the  City  and  other  gentlemen,  was  this  year 
divided  among  sixty-three  clubs.  In  the  interest  of 
sport,  the  committee  had,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
donors  of  the  fund,  notified  the  clubs  that  in  future  the 
fund  would  only  be  divided  among  such  clubs  as  fished 
to  the  standard  of  sizes  laid  down  by  this  society,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  clubs  would  take  this  in  true 
sportsmanlike  spirit  and  fall  in  with  the  views  of  the 
committee.  Among  other  matters  which  the  committee 
have  had  under  consideration  during  the  year  may  be 
mentioned  the  pollution  of  the  Wensum,  which  is  now 
considerably  less  than  formerly,  and  will  probably  soon 
be  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  committee  have  again  to 
thank  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  for  their 
liberality  in  presenting  the  society  with  the  sixpenny 
fees  paid  by  anglers  in  the  district  for  stamping  their 
cards  of  membership  entitling  the  members  to  the 
travelling  facilities  granted  to  anglers  by  the  Company. 
The  amount  of  the  donation  was  £26  19s.  Od.  In  con- 
clusion the  committee  urge  upon  the  members  of  the 
society  and  anglers  in  the  district  the  iinportance  of 
an  increased  effort  in  augmenting  the  funds  of  the 
society.  They  trust  that  the  slight  reduction  in  the 
travelling  facilities  recently  made  by  the  railway  com- 
panies would  not  cause  a  single  name  to  be  withdrawn, 
but  that  all  would  remain  loyal  to  the  society  which 
had,  to  a  great  extent,  been  the  means  of  their  having 
enjoyed  these  privileges  for  so  long."  The  report  was 
adopted,  as  was  also  the  balance  sheet,  the  principal 
item  in  the  expenditure  being  £104  paid  for  wages  to 
watchers.  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene  announced  that  he  would 
no  longer  be  able  to  accept  the  office  of  secretary 
which  he  had  held  for  thirty-one  years.  His  resigna- 
tion was  accepted  with  great  regret.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  the  annual  dinner  at  the  Bell  Hotel.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  retiring  President,  Sir  C.  R.  Gilman, 
and  a  similar  vote  to  Mr.  Pearoe  for  presiding  at  the 
meeting,  concluded  the  proceedings. 


Fish  unfit  fob  Food  condemned  in  Februaey. — 
During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  10  tons 
1  cwt.  3  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  1651  tons,  and  8  cwt.  at  Shad- 
well,  representing  1  ton  in  about  592  tons.  The  weight 
of  fish  delivered  during  February  at  and  near  Billings- 
gate Market  was  16,657  tons,  of  which  13,926  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  2,731  tons  were  delivered  by 
water ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery — 237  tons — 
was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  were  cat- 
fish, cockles  (15  cwt.),  cod,  eels,  gurnets,  haddocks  (19 
cwt,),  halibut,  mussels,  periwinkles  (1  ton  4  cwt.), 
plaice,  salmon  (2  qrs.),  shrimps,  skate  (4  tons  7  cwt.), 
whitebait,  and  whiting  (14  cwt.). 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  B.C. 


THE  FISHINQ  GAZETTE 


Cotresponbence* 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


UNDERSIZED  FRESH- WATER  FISH  SOLD  IN 
MANCHESTER  FISH  MARKET. 
Dear  Sir, — On  Saturday  I  had  occasion  to  go 
through  the  fish  market  at  Manchester,  and  was  very 
much  surprised  to  see  the  large  nimiber  of  fresh-water 
fish  on  sale  there.  There  were  thousands  of  small 
perch  sold  like  sprats  at  foarpence  a  pound.  Also  a 
great  many  bream,  and  hundreds  of  small  eels  like 
boot  laces. 

Now,  Sir,  I  stood  and  looked  on  with  sorrow  to  see  so 
much  sport  spoiled,  and  would  like  to  know,  as  a 
twelve  years'  reader  of  your  excellent  paper,  whether 
the  sale  of  such  fingerlings  cannot  be  stopped. — Yours 
truly.  Angler. 

Crewe. 

[We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  such  destruction  of  under- 
sized fish,  but  fear  there  is  no  remedy,  as  the  sale  of 
fresh-water  fish  of  any  size  is  illegal  only  during  the 
fence  months — namely,  from  March  16  to  June  15. 
Possibly  some  of  the  Manchester  anglers  could  trace 
wheire  the  fish  came  from ;  often  enough  such  fresh- 
water fish  have  been  poached. — Ed.] 


TUNNY  AT  LES  SABLES  D'OLONNE. 

Dear  Sir, — At  Les  Sables  d'Olonne  tunny  are 
caught  in  quantities  by  sailing  boats  with  two  poles 
each  side  like  small  masts,  a  thick  cord  run  through  a 
pully  at  end,  fine  chain  trace,  triangular  hook  baited 
with  the  husk  or  case  of  the  Indian  corn  or  maize  cob 
tied  on  to  the  shank.  This  husk  is  split  into  ribbons, 
and  when  in  the  water  is  a  most  attractive  and  cheap 
bait.  The  fishermen  of  "Sables"  use  nothing  else, 
and  catch  hundreds  of  tunny  with  it.  It  looks  like  a 
small  squid  when  in  motion. — Yours  truly, 

Pau,  France.  Oyster. 


BAIT  USED  FOR  TUNNY  IN  THE  BAY  OF 
BISCAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  inquiry  as  to  what  bait 
can  be  used  for  tunny,  the  fishermen  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay  lash  two  large  hooks,  without  barbs,  at  right 
angles  to  each  other.  On  the  back  of  these  they  fasten 
two  dried  outer  husks  of  a  maize  cob,  which  they  partly 
shred,  making  thus  a  huge  sort  of  fly.  Between  the 
hook  and  the  line  is  a  short  length  of  brass  wire. 

The  boats  used  are  sailing  trawlers.  These  carry, 
port  and  starboard,  a  long  spar,  on  each  of  which  are 
several  lines,  and  are  sailed  from  three  and  a  half  to 
four  knots. 

The  tunny  in  the  bay  leap  freely,  but  at  what  I  have 
never  been  able  to  see,  so  probably  it  is  for  sport. 
They  run  small,  and  I  should  say  a  151b.  fish  would  be 
considered  big.  Oii  the  coast  of  Portugal  they  run 
larger,  and  very  big  fish  are  caught,  or  used  to  be 
caught,  off  Madeira. 

The  tuna  shown  in  your  number  of  the  16th  ult.  is 
very  like  a  tunny,  but  there  is  something  about  the 
head  and  the  fork  of  the  tail  that  does  not  seem  to  me 
quite  familiar.  Is  it  not  possible  that  this  fish  is  the 
albicore,  Thynnus  albicara,  or,  as  Wood  calls  it, 
Thynnus  Pacificus? — Yours  truly,  E.  W. 

Bordeaux. 

[Much  obliged  to  "  E.  W."  for  his  note.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Cheney  can  help  us  in  the  matter  of  identification  ? 
—Ed.] 


ARE  COD,  SOLES,  MULLET,  AND  PLAICE 
"COARSE  PISH,"  AND  INJURIOUS 
TO  SALMON  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  a  paragraph  taken  from  the 
Times  of  March  1  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  I 
find  it  a  trifle  difficult  to  understand  the  meaning  of 
it.  Cod  certainly  would  consume  any  smolts  or  parr 
that  they  could  get  at,  but  what  harm  mullet  and 
plaice  could  cause  passes  my  comprehension. 

I  fancy  that  the  security  of  salmon  in  the  Taw  and 
Torridge  rivers  must  be  accounted  for  by  other  reasons 
than  the  presence  of  "  coarse  flsh  "  (?). 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  (my  native 
river)  there  are  any  amount  of  "  coarse  fish,"  coal 
fish,  flounders,  etc.,  yet  that  does  not  prevent  it  from 
being  a  noble  salmon  river. — Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  Cushing. 

[We  never  before  heard  soles,  mullet,  cod,  and 
plaice  called  coarse  fish,  and  do  not  believe  for  a 
moment  that  the  salmon  is  too  proud  to  associate 
with  them.  What  he  objects  to  is  the  Barnstaple 
sewage,  and  no  wonder.  Here  is  the  paragraph  which 
Mr.  Cushing  refers  to  : — 

"  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission.  — •  The  'Royal 
Commission  inquiring  into  the  causes  affecting 
the  yield  of  the  salmon  fisheries  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland  resumed  its  sittings  at  West- 
minster, under  the  presidency  of  .the  Earl  of  Elgin. 
Charles  Hill,  a  fisherman  from  Barnstaple,  said  one 
cause  of  the  decrease  of  salmon  in  the  Taw  and 
Torridge  rivers  was  the  presence  of  pollution  and 
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coarse  fish.  The  Barnstaple  sewage  flowed  directly 
into  the  river,  and  a  great  quantity  of  blood  from 
slaughter  houses  entered  it.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
fisherman  the  salmon  smelt  this  polluted  water  and 
got  away  down  out  of  it  into  the  pure  water.  Very 
few  of  them  came  back.  Another  cause  of  the  de- 
crease of  salmon  was  the  quantity  of  coarse  fish — 
such  as  mullet,  soles,  plaice,  cod — in  the  river,  and 
where  these  were  the  salmon  would  not  go.  'There 
was  nothing  else  but  coarse  fish  up  the  Torridge 
River,  and  a  little  way  up  from  Bideford  Bridge  the 
river  was  full  of  mullet.  The  reason  the  coar.se  fish 
had  increased  during  the  last  few  years  was  that  net 
fishing  for  them  had  been  stopped  after  Sept.  20.  He 
suggested  that  there  should  be  an  extension  of  time 
for  catching  both  salmon  and  coarse  fish  as  the  Taw 
and  Torridge  were  very  late  rivers,  and  the  best  time 
for  salmon  there  was  in  September.  So  far  as  he 
knew,  nothing  had  been  done  by  the  authorities  of 
Barnstaple  to  remedy  the  pollution  of  the  river  by 
sewage.  He  suggested  that  no  sewage  should  be 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  river ;  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sumed by  some  means.  Thomas  Light,  another 
fisherman  from  Barnstaple,  said  he  agreed  with  all 
that  the  previous  witness  had  stated.  Twenty  years 
ago  he  used  to  catch  as  many  salmon  in  a  day  as  he 
could  now  catch  in  a  month.  The  Commission  was 
again  adjourned." — Ed.] 


GOOD  DRY  FLY  FISHING  WANTED  WITHIN 
FORTY  MILES  OF  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir, — Last  week  I  wrote  asking  where  good 
dry  fly  fishing  could  be  had  "near  London."  I  regret 
that  my  term  "near  London"  was  not  explicit,  and 
now  beg  to  explain  that  I  mean  any  place  within  a 
radius  of  forty  miles. — Yours  faithfully, 

S.  Kensington.  "  Ay.  Casey." 

[If  our  correspondent  is  very  clever  with  the  dry  fly 
he  may  get  a  brace  or  so  of  trout  by  ticket  from  the 
Lion  Hotel  water  at  Farningham  on  the  Darenth,  or 
by  ticket  in  the  Hertford  Angling  Society's  water. 
But  we  should  advise  him  to  go  a  little  farther  afield, 
say  to  Hungerford  or  Winchester.  The  Angler's  Diary 
will  give  him  particulars  of  these  and  other  places. — 
Ed.] 


SEAL  AND  PORPOISE  v.  SALMON  IN  THE 
TYNE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  4th  inst.,  and 
in  further  reference  to  the  question  of  seals  in  the 
Tyne,  I  send  you  herewith  all  the  information  I  can 
gain,  from  one  of  the  officials  of  the  Tyne  Conservancy 
with  whom  I  have  had  a  talk,  and  trust  it  may  give 
you  satisfaction. 

I  find  that  several  seals  were  noticed  dm'iug  last 
season  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  and  several  found 
their  way  some  distance  up  the  river  in  pursuit  of 
salmon.  'It  is,  however,  difficult  to  obtain  data  as  to 
the  amount  of  damage  they  do,  but  judging  by  the 
depredation  made  by  them  on  the  Tay,  it  can  be  taken 
for  granted  the  salmon  suffer  on  the  'Tyne,  but  not  to 
such  an  appreciable  extent  as  on  the  Tay.  The  real 
enemy  to  the  fish  near  the  mouth  is  the  porpoise, 
locally  known  as  the  "dunter."  The  salmon  smolt 
and  -  smaller  fish  coming  down  the  river  with  the 
spring  flood,  finding  themselves  in  rough  water  of 
large  area,  become  bewildered,  and  congregate  in 
droves.  This  is  the  opportunity  of  the  "  dunter,"  who 
devours  them  en  bloc,  and  local  fishermen  on  catching 
this  "  dunter  "  find  on  opening  it  that  it  is  gorged 
with  fish. 

Briefly,  in  regard  to  seals,  whilst  they  do  frequent 
the  river  Tyne,  their  depredations  are  not  such  as  to 
cause  alarm. — Yours  truly,       Henry  A.  Mcbton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


INJURY  DONE  TO  SALMON  FISHERIES 
BY  SEALS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  favour  duly  received, 
my  opinion  as  to  the  injm'y  done  by  seals  to  salmon 
agrees  with  yours.  They  kill  many,  injure  many, 
and  they  scare  the  fish  when  entering  into  the  bag 
nets  outside,  and  break  the  run  of  fish^ntering  and 
running  up  the  river.  In  fact,  they  are  a  great 
destruction  to  salmon  at  all  times  and  in  all  places 
where  they  can  come  up  to  them. 

They  ruin  the  outside  nets  in  the  sea,  taking  the 
fish  out  of  the  nets  and  preventing  them  entering  the 
fixed  nets.  In  the  river  they  scare,  frighten,  and 
injure  numbers  of  the  fish,  and  kill  them. 

I  would  be  glad  that  a  means  were  found  to  destroy 
these  beasts.  In  Aberdeen,  I  believe,  they  make  some 
kind  of  nets  for  their  capture.  We  shout  at  them 
here,  but  no  use,  they  soon  begin  to  find  the  danger  is 
not  so  much  that  they  cannot  stand  it. — Yours 
faithfully,  Geo.  Shanxon. 

Ballina. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

[Mr.  Shannon  is  the  manager  of  the  important 
Sabnon  Fisherj-  at  Ballina,  on  the  Moy,  and  his 
statement  is  most  important.  We  are  collecting 
other  e\'idence  on  this  matter. — Ed.] 
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CLOSE  TIME  FOR  TROUT  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Sir, — As  a  Scotch  angler,  allow  me  to  tender  you 
my  heartiest  thanks  for  your  efforts  on  hehalf  of  the 
close  time  for  trout  at  the  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  etc.,  and  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
English  angling  clubs  will  give  the  desired  assistance. 
Why  should  there  not  be  a  closer  relationship  between 
the  clubs  of  the  two  countries  ?  Let  us  hope  that,  too, 
may  also  come  about. — Yours  faithfully, 

Glasgow.  "Iron  Blub." 


A  SALMON  PISHING  RECORD. 

Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  in  Canada,  on  June  12, 
1899,  killed,  between  4  p.m.  and  5.45  p.m.,  five  salmon, 
fresh  run,  weighing 461b.,  351b.,  351b.,  25Jlb.,  and  23Jlb. 
— 1651b.,  all  taken  on  one  Jock  Scott  and  single  gut 
cast  two  yards  long.  In  the  morning  he  had  taken 
two  other  fresh  run  fish  of  291b.  and  23Jlb.  respectively. 

He  wishes  to  know  if  this  is  not  a  record.  This 
sounds  like  a  big  fish  story,  but  I  can  vouch  for  the 
veracity  of  my  fi-iend,  as  could  scores  of  salmon 
fishermen  if  I  mention  his  name,  which  I  can  if 
desirable. 

Kindly  let  me  know. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Stancliffe. 

[A  record  undoubtedly. — Ed.] 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  you  expressed  a  desire 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  publish  trustworthy  reports 
only  of  sport  on  rivers,  and  hoped  that  your  readers 
would  do  all  in  their  power  to  aid  you  in  your  laudable 
endeavour.  I  have  on  several  occasions  thought  of 
drawing  your  attention  to  those  of  your  Whitby 
reporter,  but  have,  unfortunately,  always  allowed  the 
opportunity  to  slip.  Now,  however,  the  extraordinary 
report  in  your  issue  of  March  9  has  induced  me  to 
give  effect  to  my  intention.  Any  one  unacquainted 
with  the  district  would  infer  from  that  report  that 
trout-fishing  on  the  Esk  had  commenced,  whereas  no 
trout  can  lawfully  be  killed  within  the  Esk  fishery 
district  before  March  16,  when  the  close  season  ends  ; 
nor  in  the  waters  held  by  the  Angling  Association, 
comprising  about  ten  miles,  before  April  1  under  their 
rules. 

Referring  to  past  seasons'  reports,  I  have  frequently 
seen  large  takes  of  trout  recorded  which  were  simply 
fingerlings  wormed  out  of  the  unprotected  brooks  by 
pot-hunters,  and  any  one  unacquainted  with  the  facts 
would  conclude  that  such  reports  related  to  legitimate 
sport,  and  probably  to  the  waters  of  the  Angling 
Association.  Such  reports  are  very  misleading  to 
strangers,  and  are.  to  be  regretted  when  they  find  their 
way  into  your  valuable  paper,  to  the  pages  of  which 
the  great  host  of  anglers  turn  for  reliable  information. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  fishing  reports,  especially 
where  trout  are  concerned,  should  define  the  water  and 
the  lure  used,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  you  could  see  your 
way  to  the  carrying  out  of  this  suggestion,  all  fair 
anglers — particularly  fly  fishers — would  owe  you  a  debt 
of  gratitude. 

While  treating  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  I  should  like, 
with  your  permission,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  an 
article  referring  to  that  river,  written  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Wheldon,  and  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  1 
last. 

The  article  was,  no  doubt,  written  in  good  faith,  but 
it  describes  a  state  of  things  which  does  not  now  exist, 
and  in  one"  matter,  at  least,  the  writer's  memory  seems 
to  have  failed  him.  The  Board  of  Conservators  have 
no  hatchery  to  enable  them  to  "  introduce  fresh  blood 
by  means  of  artificial  breeding,"  and  never  had  one, 
and  the  credit  of  stocking  the  Esk  with  true  salmon 
belongs  entirely  to  the  Angling  Association.  Their 
hatchery  was,  however,  discontinued  nine  or  ten  years 
ago,  since  which  there  has,  I  regret  to  say,  been  none 
on  the  river. 

There  are  two  (not  three)  permanent  water  bailiffs 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Conservators,  one  of  whom 
is,  necessarily,  almost  constantly  employed  on  the  sea- 
coast  and  estuary,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  the 
watching  on  the  island  portion  of  the  river  and  its 
tributaries  is  altogether  inadequate,  the  result  of 
which  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  numerous  "  extra 
bailiffs  "  to  whom  Mr.  Wheldon  refers  are  phantoms  of 
the  imagination. 

The  Angling  Association  contribute  a  sum  to  the 
Board  of  Conservators  equal  to  quite  one  fourth  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  two  ijermanent  water  bailiffs  ; 
and  for  the  b.etter  protection  of  their  own  waters  they 
have,  during  the  two  past  angling  seasons,  and  for  the 
coming  one  in  addition,  engaged  a  bailiff  solely  at 
their  own  expense,  to  meet  which  it  became  necessary 
to  raise  the  members'  subscriptions.  As  to  the  salmon 
fishing.  At  the  present  time  it  requires  good  and 
persistent  fishing  dm-ing  the  whole  season  to  grass 
nine  or  ten  fish  vrith  the  fly,  with  which  lure  not  one 
tenth  of  the  total  number  killed  with  rod  and  line  are 
taken.  By  far  the  greatest  proportion  succumb  to 
the  worm,  the  prawn  ranks  next,  and,  lastly,  the 
"  Devon." 

Mr.  Wheldon's  remarks  upon  the  acquisition  by  the 
Angling  Association  of  the  netting  rights  in  the  tidal 


portion  of  the  river  are  valuable,  qualified  as  he  is  to 
judge  of  its  importance,  and  he  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  netting  has  almost  been  discontinued,  only  a  few 
fish  being  now  taken  for  presents. 

The  protection  thus  afforded  to  the  salmon  on 
entering  the  river,  and  the  olear  course  allowed  for 
their  upward  passage,  are  of  vital  importance  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  sufficient  stock,  and  will  help  con- 
siderably to  keep  up  the  fame  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  as 
a  salmon  river. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Baker. 

Grosmont. 


EXPERIENCES  WITH  RAINBOW  TROUT  IN 
ROUNDHAY  PARK,  LEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  sending  herewith  a 
copy  of  om-  annual  report  for  1900 ;  it  may  interest 
you.  I  am  an  interested  reader  of  your  excellent 
paper,  and  note  the  letters  from  correspondents  re 
rainbow  trout.  If  our  experience  is  of  any  use  you 
are  at  liberty  to  use  it. 

In  1898  we  stocked  the  lakes  at  Roundhay  Park  as 
follows :  Upper  Lake  (about  three  acres)  with  1400 
Loch  Levens  (two-year-olds)  and  100  rainbows  (two- 
year-olds)  ;  in  the  Waterloo  Lake  (38  acres  in  extent) 
were  placed  1900  rainbows  (two-year-olds)  and  100 
Loch  Levens  (two-year-olds)  as  an  experiment.  The 
Upper  Lake  is  of  a  uniform  depth  of  three  feet,  the 
larger  one  varies  from  one  foot  to  a  great  depth,  about 
30  yards  in  the  centre.  The  lakes  are  screened  at  the 
outlets,  and  are  fed  by  a  small  stream  which  is  open 
to  ascent,  although  scarcely  likely  to  afford  the  fish  a 
chance  of  emigrating.  The  fishing  in  the  Upper  Lake 
(Loch  Levens)  has  only  been  moderate ;  the  trout  do 
not  seem  to  thrive  well,  most  of  them  appearing 
"  lanky  "  and  in  poor  condition. 

The  rainbows  in  the  Waterloo  Lake  are  an  undoubted 
failure,  very  few  indeed  having  been  captured.  It  is 
only  fair  to  say  that  this  lake  contains  a  large  quantity 
of  pike,  perch  and  chub,  but  still  one  would  have 
thought  that  the  capture  of  a  rainbow  would  have  been 
a  much  more  frequent  occurrence  than  it  is.  At  long 
intervals  one  hears  of  a  good  fish  been  taken.  The 
lake  is  well  fished  by  a  very  large  number  of  Leeds 
anglers,  yet  it  is  a  startling  exception  to  hook  a  trout. 
All  lures  are  permissible,  no  restrictions  being  placed 
on  any  legitimate  bait. 

If  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  can  help  us 
to  improve  the  trout  fishing,  we  shall  be  glad  to  have 
their  aid. 

We  have  spent  over  £500  during  the  last  ten  years 
in  restocking  these  lakes,  and  if  we  could  get  the  trout 
to  thrive  as  well  as  the  coarse  fish  do,  no  better  mixed 
fishing  could  be  desired. — Yours  truly, 

J.  N.  Green,  Hon.  Sec. 

[It  is  hopeless  to  expect  rainbow  or  any  other  trout 
to  do  well  among  large  quantities  of  pike,  perch  and 
chub.  If  there  are  trout  in  poor  condition  in  the  Upper 
Lake,  it  seems  to  point  to  want  of  food.  We  should 
advise  the  planting  of  watercress  freely  and  the  intro- 
duction of  fresh-water  shrimp,  snails,  etc.  But  the 
best  thing  would  be  to  get  the  advice  of  an  expert  like 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  of  Salisbury,  and  we  have  written  to 
Mr.  Green  to  this  effect.— Ed.] 


SALMON  OUTLOOK,  MARCH  2,  1901— TWEED. 

Dear  Sir, — A  record  opening  of  the  season,  and 
blessing  bestowed  on  the  water,  and  prayer  offered  up 
for  success,  by  the  rector  of  Norham.  A  record  haul 
of  seventy-two  salmon  and  twelve  trout  on  Feb.  15, 
same  day  as  the  blessing  bestowed.  Yet  only  a  few 
short  weeks  ago  deep  were  the  lamentations  and  evil 
prophecies  regarding  the  abnormal  death  of  the  kelts 
and  old  fish  on  the  Tweed — about  1000  dead  fish  taken 
out  of  one  eight-mile  reach  of  the  river,  and  by  actual 
returns  in  all  5519  fish,  or  34J  tons  of  fish  in  all 
Tweed  ;  dead  of  disease  and  old  age  and  senility — in 
December  1900  and  January  1901. 

Now,  Sir,  turn  to  the  article  in  Land  and  Water  of 
same  date — March  2 — "  A  plea  for  saving  the  Grilse," 
by  Kon.  It  seems  to  me  these  two  articles  put  the 
matter  very  clear  as  to  what  the  common-sense  view 
is  of  the  matter. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 

My  informant  adds  "pleasant  prospect  for  this 
season  !  "  But  I  do  not  feel  sure  whether  he  means 
really  so — or  sarcastically? 

P.S. — Good  heavens  I  ^hy  do  we  preserve  "  bull 
trout  "  on  Coquet,  and  "  grey  school  "  and  old  fish  on 
Tweed  ?  1  1    Please  say  .    I  cannot  understand  it. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  AN  INVISIBLE  KNOT 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  one  of  your  numerous  readers  give 
a  description  of  the  so-called  invisible  knot,  used  by 
the  trade  for  tying  gut  collars  ?  I  am  not  likely  to  tie 
up  many  collars,  but  should  like  a  necessary  knot  to 
be  as  tidy  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it. — Yours  truly, 

Malvern.  E.  L.  W. 

[Does  not  "  E.  L.  W."  mean  the  ordinary  "water 
knot,"  or  "  fisherman's  knot,"  which  is  illustrated  in 
almost  every  booK  on  angling  ? — Ed.] 


PRESERVING  MINNOWS. 

Sir, — Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  would  kindly 
let  me  know  a  good  way  of  preserving  minnows  so  as 
to  keep  them  bright  without  losing  their  colour. 
Would  a  strong  mixture  of  common  salt  and  water 
preserve  them  properly  ? — say  a  good  handful  of  salt 
to  a  two-poimd  salt  or  pickle  bottle,  well  corked — or 
how  should  they  be  salted  if  salt  will  do,  and  what 
proportions? — I  am,  etc.,  S. 

[Minnows  pickled  in  salt  are  a  very  favourite  and 
killing  bait  in  the  North  of  England;  the  minnows, 
are  killed,  and  then  simply  put  in  a  bottle  with  dry 
salt,  or  in  a  box.  They  shrink  up,  but  answer  well 
either  for  spinning  or  drop  minnow  fishing.  Formalin 
is  now  much  used  for  preserving  baits  bright  and 
tough,  but  it  is  not  safe  to  use  it  without  advice  from 
a  chemist.  Some  anglers  say  its  smell  repels  fish, 
whereas  at  a  salted  bait  a  trout  will  often  make  two 
or  three  runs  as  if  he  liked  the  flavour.  We  have 
published  many  letters  about  formalin,  the  proportion 
to  be  used,  etc.  The  following  from  Mr.  Hussey  was 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  practical. — Ed.] 

Formalin  for  Baits. 
Dear  Sir, — Where  opinions  differ  so  widely  as  to 
the  proper  strength  of  formalin  to  use,  I  will  not 
venture  to  decide  who  is  right,  but  I  have  found  one 
ounce  of  formalin  to  a  pint  of  water  to  act  satis- 
factorily. I  did  not  require  my  fish  ior  bait,  and  so 
used  no  glycerine.  If  "  0.  L."  had  read,  marked, 
learned,  and  inwardly  digested  his  Fishing  Gazette,  he 
would  have  avoided  the  injury  to  his  hands,  as  long 
ago  I  pointed  out  the  dangers  of  formalin,  and  that 
my  warning  was  not  unnecessary  is  proved  by  "  C. 
L.'s"  experience.  The  "characteristic  odour"  of 
formalin  is  viost  harmful ;  it  causes  necrosis  jof  the 
tissues  of  the  nose,  and  even  more  serious  trouble, 
and  although  I  use  a  good  deal  of  formalin  for  various 
purposes,  I  always  use  it  out  of  doors,  and  with  con- 
siderable care,  and  do  not  put  my  fingers  in  it  on  any 
account. 

In  reply  to  "  Pharmacist,"  formalin  is  not  a  pro- 
prietary article,  but  I  am  aware  that  a  well-known 
firm  claims  that  it  is  their  property.  Any  dealer  in 
chemicals  will  supply  it.  I  get  mine  from  Messrs. 
Hopkins  and  Williams,  Cross-street,  Hatton  Garden. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Charles  Hussey. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  "  BIBLIOTHECA 
PISCATORIA." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  all  collectors  of  angling 
literature  will  be  eternally  grateful  to  you  for  your 
publishing  a  supplement  to  the  "  Bibliotheca."  I 
notice  that  you  invite  suggestions,  so  I  am  sending 
you  one.  Under  the  name  of  Nicolaus  Parthenius 
you  notice  "  Piscatoria  et  Nautica "  (Neapoli,  1686). 
According  to  Brunet  there  is  an  earlier  edition,  1685. 
But  that  is  not  the  point.  I  have  another  little  book 
of  "  Parthenius,  the  Halientica,"  in  12mo.,  1689.  It 
is  composed  of  ten  books  of  very  tolerable  hexameters, 
dealing  entirely  with  fishing  and  fishers.  Oddly  enough, 
it  has  a  title-page  dated  1643,  but  I  cannot  at  the 
moment  trace  an  earlier  edition.  In  the  fourth  book 
there  is  an  amusing  description  of  the  art  of  tickling 
trout  as  practised  among  the  Britons.  I  think  it  is 
worthy  of  notice.  I  have  never  seen  it  elsewhere.  I 
do  not  see  our  old  friend,  "  Folly  and  Fresh  Air,"  by 
Eden  Phillpotts,  either.  Also  there  is  another  book 
by  C.  T.  Parke,  published  fairly  recently,  in  1900  I 
think,  "Dover  as  a  Sea  Angling  Centre,"  or  some 
such  title.  If  I  come  across  any  more  books  that  are 
not  included,  I  will  send  you  their  names. — Yours 
sincerely,  H.  T.  Sheringham. 

P.S. — I  have  unfortunately  been  so  busy  of  late  that 
I  have  been  quite  unable  to  follow  up  Izaak  Walton's 
fishing  wallet.    Have  you  heard  any  more  of  it  ? 

[No  further  news  of  Walton's  leather  fishing  bag ! 
Like  the  new  star  in  Perseus,  it  burst  out  and  then 
faded  away. — Ed.] 


FLIES  FOR  LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  as 
above,  the  following  flies  kill  well :  Lees  Fancy — black 
body,  wing,  and  hackle,  with  silver  ribbing  down  body ; 
Grouse  Wing,  with  black  body ;  Hare's  Ear  and  Gold 
(Butcher  Fly),  which  is  Black  Wing,  silver  body,  black 
hackle ;  Teal  Wing,  with  red  body,  and  red  hackle  for 
legs ;  the  Dark  Mackerel,  Black  Gnat,  and  about  six 
other  patterns,  included  in  which  should  be  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  March  Brown,  and  Quill  Qnats  of  a  medium 
trout  size — not  less  than  No.  12  Limerick  or  larger 
than  No.  10.  Fishing  in  Vyrnwy  is  best  from  April  to 
end  of  May — after  that  there  are  two  lakes  near 
Beddgelert,  Dinas,  and  Gwynant,  in  which,  during  a 
favourable  season  like  the  present,  good  salmon,  as 
well  as  trout  fishing,  can  be  had.  I  shall  be  pleased 
at  all  times  to  give  your  correspondent  further  in- 
formation if  required,  either  through  the  medium  of 
your  paper  or  direct. — Faithfully  yours, 

Basnett-street,  Liverpool.  Henry  Whitty. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6<J. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8<2. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  &d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  .-.   2   2  0 

Halt  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clocJc  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPORATED 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  MARCH  23rd,  1901. 


MESSES.  C.   FAELOW  AND  CO.'S 
PEICE  LIST  FOE  1901. 


It  would  be  a  rather  difficult  matter,  I  should 
think,  to  find  much  in  the  way  of  the  very  best 
appliances  for  fishing  of  all  kinds  at  home  and 
abroad  that  is  not  illustrated  or  described  in  that 
admirably  got  up  angler's  vado  mecwni,  Messrs. 
Farlow's  catalogue  and  price  list,  which  I  have  now 
noticed  every  year  for  so  many  years  past  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

Sir  Courtenay  Boyle,  in  his  speech  as  chairman 
at  the  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fisher's 
Club,  recommended  us  to  pay  more  attention  to 
fly  fishing  for  pike,  and  a  correspondent  wrote  to 
me  to  ask  where  flies  for  pike  fishing  can  be 
obtained.  I  see  that  Messrs.  Farlow  give  an 
illustration  of  a  fearful-looking  insect  on  p.  130 
of  their  list. 

Of  course  you  want  to  get  into  the  knack  of  casting 
a  heavy  fly  of  this  kind.  I  remember  Major  Turle 
telling  me  some  years  ago  that  he  had  good  sport  with 
the  pike  in  private  waters  in  Hampshire,  using  a  pike 
fly,  but  that  you  had  to  look  out  that  you  did  not 
catch  yourself  or  your  boatman.  As  it  is  not  a  case 
of  imitating  any  naWral  insect,  but  merely  intended 
to  look  like  a  young  bird  of  some  kind,  I  think  that 
a  well-hacHed  brown  and  silver  soleskin  phantom 
without  (or  possibly  better  still  with)  the  fans  to 
make  it  revolve  would  make  an  admirable  pike  fly, 
as  a  phantom  is  so  light  that  it  can  be  cast  almost 
as  easily  as  a  big  salmon  fly,  and  the  two  or  three 
small  treble  hooks  are  quite  as  deadly  and  not  so 
heavy  as  the  big  double  hooks.  Shallow  waters 
aftbrd  the  best  sport  for  fly  fishing  for  pike,  and  the 
lighter  the  bait  the  better  you  can  keep  it  near  the 
surface  and  clear  of  weeds — it  certainly  is  good  fun 
to  see  a  pilie  swirl  up  and  break  the  water  as  he 
"  rises  "  at  your  fly  as  you  draw  it  along  a  few  feet 
at  a  time,  stopping  for  a  second  between  each  draw. 
A  big  hackled  phantom  would,  I  should  say,  be  a 
good  bait  for  tuna,  also  for  big  sea  bass. 

Sea  fishiag  as  a  sport  gains  in  popularity  every 
year,  and  Messrs.  Farlow  are  always  adding  to  their 
outfit  for  the  sea  angler.     Their  "British  Sea 


Angler  "  combination  sea  and  pike  rod  is-one'of-rthe 
best  in  the  market..  It  is  made  of  selected  greerr- 
heart,  with  phosphor  bronze  upright^  gijard  rings, 
sheave  roller  butt  ring,  and  the.Na.  5  top  that  fits 
in  butt  .has  a  roller  head  ring  for  sea  work ;  the 
other  tops  have  phosphor  bronze  revolving  head 
rings,  double  brazed  fittings,  and  'brazed  stoppers. 
■With'Nos.  1,  2,  3  pieces  it  makes  a  useful  pike  rod, 
11  feet  long,  and  good  for  pier  work,  with  light  leads. 
With  Nos.  1,  2  and  4  pieces  a  medium  stifi'  rod  for 
ordinary  weights  and  general  sea  work,  9  feet  9  inches 
long.  With  Nos.  1  and  5  pieces  a  really  good  sea 
rod  for  boat  work,  7  feet  6  inches  long.  Fitted 
with  rubber  button  and  division  bag,  £2  5s.  each. 

Then  they  have  a  new  sea  reel,  and  special  sea 
rods  as  recommended  by  John  Bickerdyke.  Their 
sea  paternoster  fitted  with  Kirby's  patent  straight- 
pull  boom  is  deservedly  very  popular. 

For  amateur  salmon  and  trout  fly  makers  no 
firm  caters  more  successfully  than  Messrs.  Farlow  ; 
every  kind  of  vice  and  device,  the  best  of  materials 
and  cabinets  for  holding  them,  are  supplied  by  them. 

Models  of  trammel,  drag,  castmg  and  other  nets,  as 
supplied  in  all  dimensions,  can  be  seen  at  their  estab- 
lishment ;  these  are  all  best  London  make,  and  will 
last  three  times  as  long  as  nets  of  inferior  material. 

Anglers  who  goto  midge  and  mosquito  infested  dis- 
tricts should  try  Farlow's  "  Mosquito  proof  lotion," 
which  is  most  highly  spoken  of  by  several  salmon 
anglers  who  fish  in  Norway.  We  believe  that  one 
secret  of  success  with  it  is  to  apply  it  early  and  often. 

All  requirements  for  wet  and  dry  fly  trout  and 
grayling  fishing  and  salmon  fly  fishing  are,  of 
course,  most  fully  represented  in  Messrs.  Farlow's 
list,  and  everything  is  so  well  and  clearly  illustrated 
that  their  customers  need  be  in  no  manner  of  doubt 
as  to  what  they  are  ordering. 

_  No  firm  has  such  a  knowledge  of  the  proper  rods, 
flies  and  tackle  generally  required  for  fishing  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  to  which  British  anglers  have 
penetrated  as  Messrs.  Farlow,  who  supply  rods, 
flies,  tackle,  and  special  outfits  for  sportsmen  fishing 
ui  Assam,  the  Argentme  Eepublic,  British  Guiana, 
British  Columbia,  Burma,  Bermuda,  Ceylon,  Cali- 
fornia (a  large  connection),  Central  Africa,  (Uganda), 
Colorado,  Canada  (a  speciality),  Cape  Town,  China, 
Canary  Islands,  Deccan,'  Danube  (Lower),'  Egypt 
(Nile),  Fiji  Islands,  France- (all  -parts),  Geneva, 
Germany  (Black  Forest),  Italy,  Iceland  (splendid 
trout  -fishing  free),'  Jamarca;  Kashmir,  Matab'ele- 
land.  Natal,  Newfoundland,  Orange 'Eiver  Colony, 
Oregon,  Persia,f  Smyrna,  -  South  America.  (Buenos 
Ayres  and  Eiver  Plate),  Switzerland,  St.  Helena, 
San  Francisco  (splendid  fishing),  Transvaal,  and 
Yancouver  (grand  -fishing).  .  . 

They  have  also  special  experience  and  knowledge 
of  the  tackle  required  for  Norway,  Sweden,  Iceland, 
New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania,  and  for  tarpon  fishing 
m  Florida.  No  doubt  the  leaping  tuna,  of  Catalma 
Island,  California,  is  also  imder  their  observation. 

A  most  useful  feature  of  their  catalogue  is  the 
long  list  of  works  on  angling  kept  in  stock  by  them  ; 
it  includes  now  about  one  himdred  volumes  dealin" 
with  every  branch  of  the  sport.  ° 
I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  this  firm  still  keep  in 
their  list  several  of  the  inventions  and  suggestions 
of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  one  of  the  best 
anglers  and  angling  writers  who  ever  lived. 

E.  B.  Maeston. 


SPEING  TEOUTING  IN 
YOEKSHIEE. 


There  are  few  clubs  in  the  county  of  broad  acres 
whose  waters  open  for  trout  fishing  on  March  16, 
which  is  the  legal  date,  April  1  being  considered 
quite  early  enough  to  begin,  consequently  the  fish 
are  then  getting  into  the  streams  and  into  condition. 
One  of  the  first  flies  to  make  its  appearance  and 
tempt  the  trout  to  turn  their  attention  to  surface 
food  is  the  Early  or  Winter  Brown.  The  imitation 
of  this,  which  is  adopted  on  most  streams,  is  the 
Woodcock  and  Orange,  but  some  years  ago  my 
friend  Mr.  Henry  Bradshaw,  of  Bramlev,  -who  is 
one  of  the  best  fly  fishers  and  aniateu/fly-tier  of 
my  acquaintance,  introduced  to  ray  notice  a  dressmg 
of  his  own,  which  proved  such  a  good  killer  that  I 
have  never  used  any  other  since.  It  is  as  follows  :— 
Body,  bronze  peacock's  harl  tied  with  orange  silk, 
hackled  with  the  inside  feather  of  a  woodcock's 
wmg,  hook  No.  2,  Kendal  scale.  I  always  have 
one  of  these  on  my  cast  during  March  and  April  as 
taU  fly,  and  infinitely  prefer  it  to  the  much  extolled 
March    Brown.     Winged    flies,   under  ordinary 


!  :  circumstances,  are.; of  very  little  Jise  "on  the- -York- 
shire rivers,  and  it  is  better  to.  depend  upon  hackle 
,    or- spider  -flies,  and  as  the 'Blue  Dun  generally 
I    accompanies  the  Early  Jkowij.  the  next  ily  on  the 
;    cast  should  be  the  Waterhen  Bloa;  the  dressing,  of 
which  is  as  follows.:— Body,  yellow  silk,  dubbed 
with  water-rat's  fur,  Ha'ckled  Nvith  feather  "from 
under  a  waterh6n's  wing,  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale. 
Sonle  years  ago  I  thought  that  I  would  try  quill 
dyed  yellow  for  the  body  of  this  fly,  and  I  found  it 
answer  admirably.    This  represents  the  Blue  Dun 
of  March,  but  towards  April,  as  the  weather  gets 
warmer,  it  becomes  the  Olive  Bloa,  concerning 
which  there  was  some  recent  correspondence  in 
this  paper.    There  is  no  better  hackled  imitation 
of  this  insect  than  tlie  following  : — Bodv,  olive  silk 
waxed  with  cobbler's  wax  and  then  partiallv  un- 
twisted, wrap  on  carefuUy  in  alternate  rings  of 
light  and  dark,  hackle  with  the  olive  green  feather 
from-a-green  woodpecker,  which  is  the  exact  colour, 
hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale.    For  the  winged  imita- 
tion use  the  same  body,  legs  and  tail  olive  stained, 
hackle  and  wings  from  a  starling  dyed  in  onion  dve. 
The  next  fly  that  I  consider  indispensable  for  a 
spring  cast  is  the  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple :  Body, 
purple  silk  hackled  with  feather  from  outside  of  a 
snipe's  wing,  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale.    This  is  a 
splendid  killer  on  cold,  dull  days  in  March  and 
April.    It  was  the  late  Mr.  Pritt's  favourite  spring 
fly.     The   Snipe  Bloa  is  another  hackle  fly  of 
undoubted  value  on  the  York.shire  rivers:  Body, 
yellow  silk  hackled  with  feather  from  underneath 
a  jack  snipe's  wing.      There  are  only  about  six 
feathers   that  are  suitable   in  each  wing,  those 
having  white  tips  being  of  no  use.    I  know  many 
good  fly  fishers  who  employ  this  fly  all  the  year 
round.    The  Spring  Black  kills  well  on  cold,  bleak 
days  during  these  two  months  /  Body,  purple  silk 
dubbed  with  magpie's  harl,  hackled \vith  feather 
from  the  neck  of  a  cock  starling  ;  hook  No.  0,  short 
shank,  Kendal  scale.    The  following  is  a  pattern  of 
"Ephemeras,"  which,  although  not  one  of  the 
standard   Yorkshire  patterns,  I   have   proved  a 
capital  killer :  Body,  thin  and  long  of  black  ostrich 
harl  tied  with  iron-blue  coloured  silk ;  legs,  a  small 
dark  copper-coloured  hackle ;  wings  tied  thin  and 
flat  from  a  hen  blackbird's  wing  feather;  hook 
No.  1,  Kendal  scale.    I  suppose  that  some  of  my 
readers  will  not  think  my  list  complete  unless  I 
give  a  dressing  for 'the  March  Brown."  Yv'ell,  here  it' 
is,  although,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  seldom  use  it : 
Body,  orange-  silk  dubbed  with  -fur  from  a  hare's 
face,  and  ribbed  with  yellow  silk  ;  legs  and  tail, 
mottled  feather  from  a  partridge's  back  ;  wings  the 
same  ;  hook  No.  2  or  3,  Kendal-soale.  •  For  a  hackle 
imitation  I  like  the  following  :  Body,  undyed  quill ; 
tail,  three  strands  fi-om  partridge's  back  feather, 
hackled  with  the  same ;  hook  No.  2  or  3,  Kendal  scale. 
Now,  then,  the  above  is  a  list  of  flies  that  will  be 
found  ample,  for  if  the  trout  will  not  rise  at  some  of 
them  you  may  rest  assured  that  they  are  not  feeding. 

In  a  low  water  it  is  best  to  fish  with  a  short  line 
up-stream,  and  the  best  plan  is  to  try  the  pool  at 
the  bottom  of  a  stream  first  of  all.  Throw  above 
you  and  fish  the  edges  nvell  first,  and  after  that  the 
little  eddies  behind  stones  or  other  obstructions. 
Keep  your  eyes  well  fixed  on  your  flies,  and  if  you 
see  a  golden  gleam  and  no  "break  on  the  surface 
turn  your  wrist  immediately,  and  ten  to  one  you 
will  find  that  you  have  hooked  a  fish.  The  careful 
observance  of  this  important  matter  often 
make  all  the  difterence  in  the  weight  of  the  creel  at 
night.  During  March  and  April  the  angler  will 
find  it  to  his  advantage  to  stick  to  the  fly,  for  there 
is  plenty  of  time  for  worm  and  minnow  after  the 
Creeper  and  Stone  Fly  season. 

Unfortunately,  in  recent  years,  the  spring  time 
has  not  turned  out  as  it  used  to  be.  Instead  of  those 
typical  April  days,  half  sunshine  half  shower,  when 
the  pale  yellow  primrose  was  peepmg  forth  fi-om 
the  shelter  of  its  dark  green  leaves  in  the  hedge- 
rows and  on  the  banks  of  the  river ;  when  in  some 
plantations  on  the  side  of  the  Yore  that  I  wot  of 
you  could  gather  a  handful  of  snowth-ops,  and  when 
on  every  hand  the  \\  ootUands  were  resonant  mtli 
the  twitter  of  thrush  and  blackbird,  now,  as  often 
as  not,  the  hillsides  are  white  with  patches  of  snow, 
and  a  bitter  north-east  wmd  cuts  into  your  face  ami 
hands.  Still,  even  under  such  conditions  as  tliese,  I 
have  killed  many  a  good  basket  of  trout  from  the  Yore 
and  "Wharfe  with  the  flies  enumerated  above.  Let  us 
hope  that  the  first  trout  season  in  the  new  century 
may  be  ushered  in  under  better  auspices,  and  that  all 
of  us,  upon  whatever  wt  .ers  we  cast  our  flies,  may 
experience  the  best  of  sport.        Days  of  Yoke. 
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"THE  HIGHLAND  TAY."  * 

We  thought  that  the  Eiver  Tay  was  famous  for 
its  salmon  and  trout  as  well  as  for  grand  scenery 
and  romantic  history;  but  Dr.  Hugh  Macmillan, 
though  he  writes  so  lovingly  and  well  of  his  native 


If  Dr.  Macmillan  is  right,  the  name  which  the 
River  Tay  bears  is  a  primitive  one.  "  It  is  derived 
from  the  root  aa,  which  signifies  running  water, 
and  was  applied  to  the  streams  and  ri\'ers  from 
which  the  i^rimitive  races  quenched  their  thirst. 
This  expressi\  e  syllable  enters  mto  the  composition 


It  will  be  noticed  that  whereas  the  earliest 
dwellers  on  its  bank  drank  it,  their  descendants 
now  only  pronounce  it ;  they  drink — well,  we  never 
saw  them  drink  Tay  whatcffer. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  publishers  ' we  are  able 
to  give  specimens  of  two  of  the  fifty-eight  most 


On  the  Tay  below  Kenmobe  Bridge,  and  Ben  Lawers. 
(Prom  "The  Highland  Tay.") 


river,  in  other  i-espects  seems  to  liave  reser\'ed  for 
a  future  volume  all  infonnation  about  its  fishing. 
True  he  has  a  few  remarks  in  pi-aise  of  the  salmon 
of  Loch  Tay,  but  they  only  make  one  regret  the 
more  the  absence  from  this  handsome  volume  of 
those  references  to  the  fishing  which  would  have 


of  the  name  of  the  Tay,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
various  rivers  in  this  country  and  on  the  continent, 
such  as  the  Tliames,  the  Taw,  the  Tamar,  the 
Tagus,  the  Tiber  or  Tevere,  and  the  Aar  in  Switzer- 
land, whose  banks  afforded  a  resting  place  to 
primordial  tribes."    Many  of  our  readers  who  are 


attractive  illustrations  by  Mr.  Rankin.  Of  course^ 
they  look  better  in  the  book,  printed  at  leisure  or 
plate  paper,  than  they  can  look  in  our  paper,  printed 
by  thousands  at  high  pressure  to  catch  the  newspapei 
trains ;  but  we  know  Messrs.  Clowes,  who  are  al 
anglers,  will  do  their  best  under  the  circumstances 


The  Tummel  near  its  Junction  with  the  Tay. 
(From  "The  Highland  Tay.") 


made  it  doubly  welcome  to  anglers,  and  none  the 
less  so  to  lovers  of  Highland  scenery. 


*  "  The  Highland  Tay."    From  Tyndrum  to  Dun-  | 
keld.    By  Hugh  Macmillan,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  etc.    Illus-  1 
trated  from  drawings  bv  A.  Scott  Rankin.    London  : 
H.  Virtue  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


now  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  will 
be  interested  in  this  account  of  the  origin  of  the 
name,  and  also  to  know  that  it  was  "  the  first 
local  name  given  by  the  lips  that  earliest  drank  of 
its  waters,  and  it  is  pronounced  by  the  latest 
dwellers  on  its  bank^  with  hardly  a  change  in  its 
intonation." 


The  district  illustrated,  and  so  well  and  interei 
ingly  described  by  Dr.  Macmillan,  includes  Strat 
fillan  and  Glendochart,  Killin  and  neigh bourhooi 
Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  and  Tajmiouth  Castle  (thi 
work   is   dedicated  to  that  fine  sportsman,  tM 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane),  Aberfeldy  and  its  neigq 
bourhood,  Strath  Tay  and  Dimkeld.  5 
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Why  is  not  Dr.  Macmillan  an  angler?  Why 
should  he  go  and  write  about  his  beloved  Tay  so 
well  and  leave  out  its  greatest  charm  ?  It  must 
have  been  all  Sundays  when  he  was  a  boy  and 
roamed  along  its  banlis. 

The  book  is  an  indigenous  production,  the 
author  and  the  artist  are  both  natives  of  the 
region,  and  were  born  in  the  same  village  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tay.  We  can  very  strongly  recom- 
mend it  to  all  lovers  of  Highland  life  and  scenery. 


ACCLIMATISATION  OF  FISH. 

{Continued  from  page  186.) 


SALMONID^  NOViE  ZEALANDI^. 
We  have  to  thank  Mr.  A.  J.  Rutherfurd,  Chair- 
man of  the  Wellington  (New  Zealand)  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society,  for  sendkig  us  the  very  interesting 
paper  which  he  read  before  the  society  on  Dec.  3, 
1900.  The  subjects  dealt  with  are  chiefly  a 
description  of  the  waters  into  which  salmon  and 
trout  have  been  introduced  in  New  Zealand,  and 
the  results  likely  to  be  obtained  owing  to  the 
change  in  their  environment. 

V.  Salmones  Proper. 

By  these  fish  I  mean  the  larger  varieties  which 
live  in  the  sea,  fi-om  the  time  they  have  reached 
the  smolt  stage,  and  only  run  Lnto'fresh  water  for 
the  purpose  of  reproducing  their  species,  or  at 
■  times,  perhaps,  to  rid  themselves  of  sea  parasites. 
From  the  time  these  fish  enter  the  river  they  begin 
to  deteriorate  in  condition,  and  \v  heu  imprisoned  in 
fresh  water  gradually  lose  many  of  their  finest 
characteristics.  The  necessity  for  seeking  their 
sustenance  in  the  sea  will  be  quite  apparent  if  we 
reflect  on  the  enormous  quantity  of  food  which 
would  be  required  to  feed  the  millions  of  large  fish 
\vhich  annually  run  up  the  salmon  rivers  in  the 
north  to  spawn. 

Hitherto,  three  varieties  of  true  salmones  have 
l>een  introduced  into  the  colony  : — 

(1)  The  Sahno  salar,  or  Atlantic  variety,  the 
ova  of  which  has  been  imported  in  large  quantities, 
and  a  considerable  number  have  been  reproduced 
in  captivity.  This  is  the  finest  sporting  variety 
known,  but  the  limit  of  its  migrations  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  is  chiefly  confined  to  the 
temperate  and  sub- Arctic  zones,  and  hitherto  its 
introduction  has  not  been,  as  far  as  we  know, 
permanently,  successful.  This  is  much  to  be 
regretted  from  every  point  of  view,  and  it  would  be 
of  the  utmost  value  to  the  colony  if  this  fish  could 
be  successfully  acclimatised. 

(2)  The  Oncorhyncus  Tschawytscha,  King, 
Chinook,  or  Quinnat  salmon. 

(3)  The  Oncorhyncus  Nerha,  Sock-eye,  or  blue- 
backed  salmon. 

These  (2  and  3)  are  varieties  fomid  in  the  North 
Pacific,  and  have  a  much  wider  geographical  range 
than  the  Atlantic  variety,  some  of  them  bem<y 
found  from  the  far  north  dowi  to  Monterey  Bay^ 
in  Southern  California,  as  well  as  in  Japan  and  in 
Northern  Asia.  Some  of  the  ova  of  the  quinnat 
and  blue-back  varieties  have  been  introduced  and 
the  fry  liberated.  Fish  caught  in  the  Waitaki 
River  have  been  sent  to  London  and  identified  as 
belonging  to  this  family. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  owing 
to  om-  geographical  position  and  ocean  surrounding? 
we  are  more  likely  to  be  successful  in  introducing 
these  forms  of  salmon  than  our  old  friend  8.  salar 
of  the  Atlantic,  which  is  a  more  delicate  fish,  and 
would  probably  find  difficulties  in  ocean  surround- 
ings so  widely  difierent  from  those  in  its  northern 
home. 

It  has  been  m-ged  that  it  is  a  pity  to  introduce 
fish  which  do  not,  as  a  rule,  give  good  sport  in  our 
rivers,  though  they  are  excellent  sportmg  fish  in 
the  sea  and  estuaries.  I  do  not  think  we  need  fear 
this  at  all.  In  mtroducing  these  fish  we  are  stock- 
ing the  ocean  with  very  valuable  fish  from  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  and  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
several  ^'arieties  of  salmon  should  not  flourish  on 
our  coasts,  and  run  up  the  ri^•ers  at  diff'erent  times 
of  the  year,  as  they  do  in  the  western  rivers  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States  in  coimtless 
thousands.  I  believe  myself  that  owing  to  the 
warmer  ocean  currents  striking  the  coasts  of  the 
North  Island  the  best  salmon  rivers  will  be  in  the 
South,  and  consider  that  it  will  be  good  policy  to 
endeavour  to  introduce  the  best  varieties  of  salmon 


found  on  the  coasts  of  British  Columbia,  Oregon, 
and  California,  and  in  doing  so  I  think  we  shall 
succeed  m  permanently  establishing  one  or  more 
of  these  varieties  which  wUl  form  a  very  valuable 
addition  to  the  fishes  of  New  Zealand  as  well  as 
probably  of  Tasmania,  and  any  small  islands  to 
the  south  (such  as  the  Auckland  Islands)  where 
there  may  be  suitable  streams  for  spawning. 

VI.  Salmonidje  (Sub-genera  (rutta,  or  trout). 

A  number  of  varieties  of  trout  have  from  time  to 
time  been  introduced  into  New  Zealand,  such  as 
Salmo  fario,  or  brown  trout,  Sahno  levenensis,  or 
Loch  Leven  trout,  Salmo  fario  (variety),  Scotch 
burn  trout,  Sahno  trutta  Sewen,  sea  trout,  or  white 
trout.  Probably  some  of  the  ova  originally  brought 
out  was  crossed  more  or  less  with  a  strain  of  the 
S.  esox,  or  bull  trout. 

All  these  fish  are  gradually  accommodating  them- 
selves to  their  new  environment,  and  becoming  very 
like  the  varieties  found  in  corresponding  northern 
latitudes,  say  in  Switzerland  and  Northern  Italy. 
Our  Lake  Wakatipu  trout  are  almost  identical  with 
the  trout  I  saw  taken  in  the  North  Italian  lakes,  in 
nearly  similar  latitudes,  and  very  much  alike  in 
their  habits. 

I  believe  myself  that  the  varieties  and  hybrids  of 
this  genus  called  trout  are  merely  one  very  plastic 
species,  subject  to  an  immense  amount  of  variation, 
many  of  the  larger  forms  of  which  seek  their  food, 
whenever  conveniently  situated,  in  the  ocean,  and 
rim  up  the  rivers  like  salmon  to  perpetuate  their 
species,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  do  not  make 
such  lengthened  journeys  at  sea  as  the  salmon 
proper  are  supposed  to  do,  but  frequent  the  shallower 
water  on  the  coast. 

Even  within  the  limits  of  a  smgle  species  (so 
called)  no  two  are  fomid  to  be  exactly  similar,  but 
there  is  a  tendency  to  diverge  from  the  original 
type  in  such  [direction  as  to  preserve  and  increase 
useful  varieties— a  law  of  variability  by  adaption 
which  is  destined  to  modify  every  organism  so  as  to 
fit  it  for  new  conditions  of  existence. 

A  notable  instance  of  this  occurs  in  the  Gillaroo 
trout  of  Ireland,  which  have  developed  quasi-giz- 
zards  to  enable  them  to  crush  and  digest  the  small 
fresh-water  snails  and  shells  found  in  certain  lakes. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  watch  whether  similar 
developments  are  found  in  any  of  the  varieties  in 
our  lakes  at  the  Antipodes. 

In  short,  my  theory  is  that,  whatever  variety  we 
liberate  of  the  ordinary  species  of  trout,  it  "will 
develop  mto  a  Sahno  Nova:  Zealandice,  suited  to 
the  water  in  which  it  is  liberated,  and  corresponding 
with  trout  in  similar  latitudes  in  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere more  closely  than  with  the  varieties  found 
in  the  more  northern  latitudes  of  our  mother  comi- 
try.  I  do  not  thmk  that  these  fish  will  retain  the 
characteristics  of  the  variety  found  m  the  environ- 
ment from  which  they  were  taken,  and  consider 
that  the  results  already  obtained  have  proved  this. 

VII.  Salmo  Irideus. 

Turning  to  a  more  subtle  family,  the  Salmo 
iridczis,  or  rainbow  trout,  which  we  have  success- 
fully introduced  into  several  of  our  rivers  in  the 
colony.  There  is  considerable  controversy  as  to 
what  this  variety  really  is. 

The  progeny  of  ova  taken  from  the  Sahno  Garcl- 
neri,  or  steel-head  of  British  Columbia,  are  ap- 
parently identical  with  the  progeny  of  the  rainbow 
trout,  and  it  is  commonly  believed  by  soine  of  the 
experts  that  they"  are  the  same  fish,  and  that  the 
rainbow  trout  when  it  takes  to  sea-going  habits 
develops  mto  the  steel-head.  It  will  be  very 
interesting  to  see  whether  this  proves  the  case  in 
New  Zealand. 

Personally  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  trout  on  the  Pacific  Slope, 
this  species  is  more  allied  to  the  char  family  than 
the  trout.  Its  spawning  habits  are  not  like  those  of 
the  trout,  and  in  its  play,  when  hooked,  it  is  like  a 
salmon.  It  lacks  many  of  the  shy  habits  of  the 
trout,  and  is  certainly  the  best  sportmg  fish  we  have 
yet  introduced.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  pro- 
bability of  this  variety  crossing  with  the  brown 
trout  m  our  rivers,  and  I  doubt  their  thriving  well 
together. 

VIII.  Char  (SalveUni). 

The  Char  family  proper  are  a  beautifuUbut  more 
delicate  variety  of  sahnonoid,  shorter-lived,  and 
most  of  their  forms  requiring  deeper  and  colder 
water  than  the  trout.  We  have  introduced  the 
American  brook  char  (SalvcUniis  fontinalis),  but 


have  not  been  very  successful  with  these  fish.  The 
only  stream  I  know  which  is  well  stocked  is  the 
Tahuna-atara  stream  between  Rotorua  and  Taupo, 
which  is  full  of  them,  and  contains  no  brown  trout. 
They  are  evidently  very  difficult  to  establish,  and 
attempts  to  do  so  have  proved  a  failure  in  most 
places,  both  in  England  and  on  the  Continent, 
though  in  enclosed  private  waters  they  have  been 
successfully  propagated  and  are  easUy  iiandled. 

My  experience  witli  them  in  the  Tahuna-atara 
was  that  they  were  fairly  easily  caught  with  a  small 
spinning  bait,  like  a  "  halcyon  spinner,"  but  they 
did  not  rise  well  at  the  fly.  When  caught  they 
made  a  few  strong  rushes,  and  then  gave  in  without 
a  long  fight.  For  the  table  they  are  extremely 
rich  and  well-flavoured,  running  in  that  stream  up 
to  about  61b.  in  weight  and  averaging  about  21b. 

I  consider  that  it  would  be  worth  while  trying  to 
import  the  saibling  {Salmo  salvelinus)  from  Europe, 
and  introduce  it  into  our  lakes.  It  is  a  lively  and 
delicate  fish,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  S.  aljnmis 
and  S.  iimhla  are  varieties  of  the  same  fish,  and 
that  we  may  develop  a  beautiful  variety  of  our  own 
in  some  of  the  clear,  deep  lakes  of  New  Zealand. 

A  few  eggs  of  the  S.  alpinus  arrived  and  were 
hatched  out  at  Masterton  some  years  ago,  but  the 
young  fish  died,  and  the  breed  was  lost. 

IX.  Salmo  Carpio  {trutta  lacustris  carpioni). 

Some  years  ago  we  imported  and  reared  to 
matiuity  some  of  a  very  fine  variety  of  deep  lake 
trout,  the  Salmo  caiyio,  or  carp  trout,  of  Lago  di 
Garda,  in  Northern  Italy,  a  kmd  much  valued  as  a 
table  fish  by  the  Italians.  This  fish  has  proved 
very  difficidt  to  introduce  into  any  waters  where  it 
has  been  tried,  and  imfortimately,  owing  to  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  its  habits,  we  have  lost  the  breed. 

The  Sa,hno  carjyio  live  at  a  gi-eat  depth,  and  the 
best  chance  would  have  been  to  have  liberated  the 
young  fish  in  one  of  the  deep  lakes  in  the  South 
Island  and  let  them  take  their  chance.  The  shallow 
ponds  at  our  hatcheries  were .  unsuitable  to  them. 
Dr.  Bettoni,  of  Brescia,  promised  to  supply  us  with 
a  further  consignment  from  the  Italian  Government 
hatchery  at  Peschiera,  if  we  required  them,  and,  if 
possible,  another  attempt  should  be  made  to  intro- 
duce this  fine  fish.  It  is  not  a  sporting  fish,  being 
caught  trolling  at  a  great  depth,  but  is  a  very 
valuable  fish  to  net  for  market,  and  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  varieties  of  Salmonidae  found  in 
deep  lakes. 

Coregoni. 

The  Coregbni,  or  white  fish,  of  America  are  a 
most  valuable  fish  from  a  table  and  food  supply 
point  of  view,  though  no  good  for  sport.  They 
should  suit  our  lakes  well.  Several  successful  im- 
portations of  ova  have  been  made,  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  these  fish  are  now  in  Lake 
Rotoiti,  in  the  Nelson  Provmcial  District.  The 
white  fish  fisheries  in  America  are  large  and  of  great 
value,  and  I  think  we  should  persevere  in  attempts 
to,  introduce  the  Coregoni,  until  a  planlced  white 
fish  becomes  a  recognised  delicacy  in  the  hostelries 
adjoining  our  magnificent  lakes. 

Once  established  in  any  lake,  we  could  easUy 
transport  them  to  the  other  lakes  of  the  colony. 

Conclusion. 

The  subjects  on  which  I  haAC  ventured  to  touch 
are  large  and  interesting  ones,  which  might  with 
advantage  be  enlarged  upon  ad  infinitum. 

I  wish  you  to  pictm-e  to  yourselves  the  position  of 
these  islands,  far  out  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  with 
ocean  surroundings  differing  widely  fi-om  those  on 
the  British  coast. 

Then  study,  analyse,  and  make  notes  for  your- 
selves on  the  results  already  obtained  from  the 
introduction  of  various  fonns  of  Salmonidae  into 
entirely  new  environments — results  which  closely 
resemble  those  obtained  in  oiu-  sister  colony, 
Tasmania,  and  are  of  gi-eat  interest  in  helping  to 
solve  problems  in  the  scientific  world. 

They  seem  to  me  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
theories  I  have  advanced,  many  of  w^hich  are 
practically  those  held  by  Dr.  Francis  Day,  to 
whose  works  I  am  much  indebted  in  writing"  this 
paper.  This  will,  I  think,  give  us  a  clearer  con- 
ception of  the  scope  of  our  work  and  the  far- 
reaching  benefits  we  ma>-  hope  to  obtam  if  we 
strive  conscientiously  to  people  our  waters  with 
new  forms  of  life- — valuable  not  only  from  a 
sporting  point  of  view,  and  as  an  attraction  to 
tomists,  but  best  suitwl  to  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  fair  land  of  om-  adoption. 
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FEOM  MR.  J.  E.  MILLER'S  CATALOGUE. 
In  turning  over  the  pages  of  the  ninth  edition, 
just  published,  of  the  large  and  fully  illustrated 
angling  catalogue  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds,  the  first  thing  one  notices 
is  that  he  has  added  greatly  to  its  attractions  by 
giving  two  new  full-page  plates,  one  of  which  will 
appeal  strongly  to  the  fly  fisherman,  and  the  other 
to  the  London  or  other  town  club  angler. 

The  first  is  a  capital  black-and-white  repro- 
duction from  a  painting  by  Hal  Ludlow,  entitled — 

"  Consulting  the  Fly  Book," 

and  represents  a  fly  fisher  standing  on  the  mai-gin 
of  an  enchanting  trout  stream,  not  too  much 
wooded  but  just  wood  enough ;  he  is  turning  over 
the  leaves  of  his  fly  book,  passing  all  his  other 
patterns,  trying  to  find  the  remnant  of  that  little 
lot  of  Miller's  "  Persuader"  which  filled  his  creel 
last  time.  To  judge  from  his  attire,  I  should  say 
that  the  angler  had  merely  come  down  to  have  a 
cast  before  breakfast,  as  he  has  nothing  on  but  a 
pair  of  shoes  and  an  old  creel — ^'es,  he  has,  though,- 
he  has  got  a  pipe  on,  and  looks  as  if  he  was 
thoroughly  enjoying  it,  as  all  good  anglers  do,  or 
would  if  they  did,  for  I 'know  a  few  good  anglers 
who  don't  smoke. 

This  picture  is  a  decided  contrast  to  the  other, 
which  is  from  a  spirited  drawing  bj'  W.  Hatherell, 
and  depicts  a  joUj'  crew  of  London  club  anglers  in 
their  club-room  weighing  in  their  catches,  which, 
I  am  very  glad  to  see,  are  evidently  specimen  fish 
for  the  most  part — pike  up  to  201b.,  perch  of  2^ lb., 
big  bream,  etc.,  and  a  pretty  tray  of  trout. 

I  believe  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller  owns  the  copyright  of 
these  two  pictures,  and  he  could  not  have  added 
more  attractive  baits  wherewith  to  persuade  anglers 
to  take  his  catalogue. 

Another  illustration  caught  my  eye,  as  it  is  also 
illustrated  in  Messrs.  C.  Farlow's  list,  who  call  it 
"  The  Leaded  Grasshopper  Grub."  Mr.  Miller 
says :  "  These  baits  are  used  chiefly  upon  the 
Herefordshire  and  Worcestershire  rivers  for  winter 
grayling  fishing.  Three  or  four  maggots  are  placed 
on  the  hook,  and  deep  eddies  are  fished  with  a  sink 
and  draw  motion,  using  a  small  quill  to  determine 
the  depth.  Though  very  deadly  on  many  waters  I 
never  foimd  this  bait  to  answer  on  Yorkshire 
rivers." 

Although  I  tried  this  bait  in  Yorkshire,  and  also 
in  the  Derbyshire  Derwent,  many  years  ago  I 
could  do  nothing  with  it,  whereas  on  the  Teme, 
Clim,  Lugg  and  Arrow  it  is  so  deadly  that  it  is 
prohibited  on  some  waters.  I  caught  grayling  in 
the  Clun  with  it  in  the  sixties,  but,  curiously,  one 
hears  very  little  about  it  nowadaj^s,  and  I  should 
be  glad  if  any  of  oiu-  friends  in  Herefordshire, 
Shropshire  and  "Worcestershire  will  tell  me  if  it  is 
still  much  used. 

Someone  asked  me'^recently  where  the  patterns 
of  trout  flies  described  in  "  Aldam's  Quaint  Treatise 
on  Flies  and  Fly  Making  "  can  be  obtained,  and  I 
am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Miller  advertises  them  on  gut 
or  on  eyed  hooks  at  the  very  reasonable  price  of 
2s.  per  dozen.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  25, 
1880,  I  see,  from  an  extract  Mr.  Miller  gives,  that 
I  said  the  price  then  was  about  4s.  a  dozen. 

If  J.  E.  M.  will  take  this  as  an  order  I  shall 
be  glad  if  he  will  send  me  a  dozen  of  Aldam's 
I  "  Crossing  Brown  "  on  No.  1  turned-up  eyed  hook. 
(It  is  one  of  the  best  dressings  of  the  Sand  Fly  I 
know.) 

Then  .1.  E.  M.  has  special  "  midges "  and 
dace  flies,  and  of  course  all  the  standard  north 
coimtry  and  south  country  and  other  country  trout 
and  salmon  flies,  and  flies  for  grayling,  and  evening 
and  night  "flies,  including  the  famous  Yellow  or 
Custard  Bustard  and  the  Cream  Bustard,  prime 
favourites  on  the  Eden  for  summer  night  fishing 
where  it  is  permitted. 

I  wonder  if  Mr.  Miller  knows  this  di-essLng  of  the 
Stone  Fly,  which  I  call  the  Barrister,  after  the 
inventor  ? 

Body. — Pale  yellow  wool  or  mohair,  over  this 
lay  a  dubbing  of  dark  hare's  flax,  leaving  a  space 
between  each  turn  to  expose  the  yellow  underneath, 
which  may  also  be  picked  out  and  the  dubbing 
expanded  at  the  sides  with  a  needle. 

Whisks. — The  whisks  must  be  very  short  and 
stout,  two  herls  from  the  tail  of  a  hen  pheasant. 

Lege. — The  mottled  feather  of  a  golden  plover.  , 


Wings. — Quill  feather  of  a  woodcock,  tied  so  as 
to  lie  flat  on  the  back  and  narrow  and  long  close  to 
the  sides. 

Mr.  Miller  ought  to  try  this  pattern  in  May, 
when  the  creeper  is  on,,  unless  he  is  too  much 
wedded  to  the  Natural.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
sport  I  had  with  this  artificial  when  fishing  on 
that  pretty  little  stream,  the  Rye,  at  Hawiibj'. 

The  Stone  Fly  is  often  called  the  May  Fly  in 
the  north,  but  they  have  Ephemera  vulgata  there 
also  in  places,  and  I  see  my  friend  T.  J.  Hodson's 
favourite  pattern  to  the  fore  in  Mr.  Miller's  list. 

In  Sea  Trout  Flies  there  can  be  no  better  series 
than  that  of  the  patterns  of  Mr.  Hamish  Stuart, 
named  on  page  106.  The  "  Red  Spinner  Salmon 
Basket,"  illustrated  on  page  112,  was  designed  by 
Mr.  Senior,  and  is  most  useful  for  carrying  waders, 
brogues,  etc.,  as  well  as  fish. 

Amateur  fly-dressers  should  see  the  long  list  of 
"materials"  on  pages  113  and  114. 

Pike  and  general  anglers  are  also  well  catered 
for,  J.  E.  M.  even  dressing  a  "  great  variety  "  of  Pike 
Flies.  There  is  grand  sea  fishing  off  the  Yorkshire 
coast,  so  sea  anglers  are  not  neglected.  One  item 
in  this  •  department  is  the  J.'  E;  M.  Perfection 
Sea  Hook,  with  Dr.  Brunton's  favourite  bayonet 
point ;  then  there  is  a  bait  new  to  me,  called  the 
Badminton  Chain  Bait,  which  looks  very  talcmg. 
Herring  Flies,  Mackerel  Flies,  Cuddy  Flies,  Bass 
and  Pollack  Flies,  and  1250  other  items  which  I 
have  no  space  to  mention,  make  up  the  list.  On 
the  back  of  the  cover  there  is  a  portrait  of  Walton 
in  a  fog.  R.  B.  Marston. 


FLIES  ON  MESSES.  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.'S 
NEW  HOOKS. 


We  have  received  from  the  great  wholesale 
Redditch  firm  a  selection  of  newly-dressed  flies 
on  gut,  the  hooks  being  the  new  "  Allcock  Model 
Perfect."  One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  new  hook 
is  that  the  wu"e  is  finer  than  usual,  and  is  flat  at 
the  sides.  The  point  of  the  hook  is  very  much 
inturned,  and  Messrs.  Allcock  have  the  best  reports 
of  its  hooking  and  holding  qualities  from  customers 
who  have  tried  it.  We  suggested  that  they  should 
make  some  with  metal  eye  for  dry  fly  fishing,  and 
they  intend  to  do  so.  The  flies  they  send  dressed 
on  the  new  hook  are  :  Hofland's  Fancy  (which  is  an 
excellent  imitation  of  some  of  the  Sedges),  Red 
Spinner,  Red  Tag,  Coachman,  Olive  Dun,  etc. 


NOTES  ABOUT  FISHING  IN 
SWITZEELAND. 

{Continued  from  pacje  149.) 

The  youths,  and  sometimes  the  maidens,  of  the 
populous  towns  along  the  shores  of  the  lake  are 
often  to  be  seen  rod-fishing  for  the  crowds  of  little 
ahlettes,  called  sardines,  now  (February)  in  the 
warmer  deep  water.*  Many  pounds  may  be  taken 
in  a  day  with  the  smallest  of  hooks  and  bits  of 
worms,  etc.  They  ai-e  popularly  regarded  as  the 
young  of  the  lake  fish,  but  appear  more  probably  to 
be  a  full-grown  sfiecies,  though  so  small,  as  they 
nm  up  the  canals  and  tributaries  towards  autumn 
in  shoals,  presumably  to  breed,  when  they  become 
a  pest  to  the  fly-fisher,  worrying  at  his  flies  and  not 
giving  other  fish  a  chance.  They  are  thought  to 
be  a  delicacy,  and  the  favourite  fishing  stations  for 
them  are  at  the  mouths  of  sewage  pipes.  As  bait 
they  do  not  last  long. 

The  Lac  L^man  fishing,  in  general,  consisting 
either  of  netting  or  trolling  with  extremely  long 
lines  over  the  side  of  a  boat,  is  not  more  interesting 
than  ordinary  sea  fishing.  The  line  fishing  bears  a 
resemblance  to  that  of  Windermere  for  char,  in  the 
depths  to  which  the  spoon,  or  baits,  are  sunk  with 
heavy  leads.  When  trolling  for  the  finer  kinds  the 
line,  attached  to  a  flexible  peg  on  the  side  of  the 
boat,  indicates  a  take,  then  follows  a  long,  slow, 
skull-dragging  haul,  exhausting  the  fish,  and  then 
the  net  or  gaff.  For  pot  or  profit  it  may  suit,  but 
there  is  little  sport  about  it.  It  is  rather  expensive, 
too — ten  francs  a  day  or  more  for  a  boat  and  thirty 
francs  for  a  season's  licence,  available  only  between 
certain  fixed  points  on  the  shore.    These  give 

*  The  lake  is,  in  parts  towards  the  east,  extremely 
deep,  soundings  reaching  within  a  couple  of  hundred 
feet  of  sea  level,  above  which  its  surface  is  usually 
taken  to  be  1200  feet.  . 


ample  room,  no  doubt,  but  one  might  wish  to  vary 
the  scene  without  having  to  in\est  in  a  fresh 
licence. 

On  the  French  shore  it  is  said  only  twelve  francs 
are  charged  for  2^ermis,  and  for  jieople  fond  of  that 
style  of  fishing,  in  which  luck  forms  a  largo 
element,  this  might  be  a  temptation  to  cross  to  the 
French  side  by  some  of  tlie  luimerous  steamers. 
If  a  convenient  return  boat  is  not  available  there 
are  plenty  of  inns,  yclept  liotels,  in  the  shore 
villages  and  towns,  usually  not  far  apart. 

In  the  lower  portion  of  the  Upper  Rhone  valley 
the  principal  waters  are  the  canals  and  the  "  Rapid 
Rhone  "  itself,  which  is  often  dirty,  or  discoloured, 
or  filled  with  snow-water.  It  is  fished  from  the 
banks,  or  stone  groynes  along  'these,  the  current 
being  too  strong  for  boating.  The  natives  use  . 
worms  or  dead  bait,  frequently  havmg  good  catches 
of  trout,  omhre  ('?),  and  vengcron,  the  last  not 
being  thought  much  of. 

Visitors  in  search  of  sport  usually  fish  the 
Vaudois  or  Stockalper  canals,  several  miles  in 
length,  of  small  width,  and  originally  made  to 
unwater  the  flats  on  either  side  of  the  Rhone  so  as 
to  promote  hay  culture.  There  are  no  locks,  the  ; 
streams  are  swift,  and  the  banks  are  frequently 
high,  sloping  at  such  a  steep  angle  as  to  give 
rmpleasant  footing.  The  velocity  of  the  water  has, 
in  places,  produced  a  river-like  variety  of  rapids  and 
pools,  such  as  anglers  love  to  fish  with  flies.  These 
canals,  intercepting  the  mountain  streams,  have 
numerous  freshets,  which  usually  run  down  in  a 
day  or  so,  leaving  them  fit  to  fish.  This  may  be 
the  case  in  the  Stockalper,  while  the  Vaudois,  in 
spring  and  early  summer,  is  nearly  always  full  of 
dh'ty  water  too  thick  for  flies.  The  last-named 
canal  lies  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  Canton 
Vaud ;  its  trout  are  larger,  if  neither  so  numerous 
nor  so  handsome  as  the  Stockalper  ones.  Artificial 
minnows  and  worms  are  used,  but  the  favourite! 
bait  is  a  little  SJ-inch  fish  with  a  dark  back  found! 
in  rivulets,  and  resembling  the  colhjah  rhu  of  I 
Ireland.  Failing  this,  the  ahlettes  of  Lac  L^man  * 
can  be  made  shift  with^  Trout  up  to  21b.  or  31b., 
and  oftener  less,  are  met  with,  and  one  may  even 
encounter  a  101b.  Sahno  Lcmanus  when  these 
ascend  the  stream  in  autmnn  to  spawn. 

The  Stockalper  Canal,  called  after  its  maker,  is  J 
the  most  pleasant  rod-fishing  within  reach  of  the  t 
hoteldom  stretching  from  Vevey  to  Villeneuve.  It 
holds  a  fair  number  of  Salnio  fario  :  occasionally 
Sahno  Lcmanus,  many  vengcron,  and  some  omhre 
chevalier  of  a  kmd  are  said  to  ha^'e  been  caught 
in  it. 

The  trout  {S.  fario)  are  nice,  well  made,  yellow 
or  silvery,  having  pink  flesh,  and  range  from  Jib. 
1  Jib.,  with  numerous  smaller  ones.    When  at  table 
they  are  as  delicious  as  the  best  to  be  had  in 
England.    Some  days  one  gets  but  few,  and  a  dozen 
in  the  day  makes  a  nice  average  basket.    I  heard 
of  a  large  lake  trout  of  nearly  101b.  being  caught 
last  March,  by  a  resident  near  the  spot,  in  a  strong 
race  passing  the  stone  bridge  nearest  the  lake.  It 
was  caught  with  the  dead  colhjah  minnow.  The 
local  fishers  dribble  worms  deeply  sunk  along  thej 
banks  in  floods,  andj  lose  four  or  five  hooks  daily,.! 
but   they  take  more  fish  than  the  fly  anglers.! 
Sometimes  they  use  large  French  artificial  flies,! 
Red  Palmers,  etc. 

Among  the  standard  flies  for  this  water  the 
Coch-y-Bondhu  is  a  favourite.  Duns,  Alexandras, 
Palmers,  and  Speckled-winged  Peacocks  are  also 
used,  and  late  in  May  or  early  in  June  the  May  fly 
rises  and  is  taken  freelj',  though  not  exclusively, 
but  the  wind  seems  never  to  answer  for  dapping. 
One  great  drawback  to  the  fishing,  due  to  lax  con- 
servation, is  found  in  small  Saragossa  seas,  of 
flotsam  weeds,  rushes,  hay,  branches,  sawdust 
from  timber  mills,  and  even  lawn  mowings  with 
peony  roses,  being  permitted  to  float  down  more  or 
less  continuously  on  many  days,  rendering  fly- 
casting  difficult  or  impossible.  At  weeding  time 
the  peasant  women,  who  bring  their  children  out  in 
perambulators  to  the  fields,  have  been  seen  to  fill 
these,  their  baskets  or  barrows,  then  take  them  to 
the  edge  and  throw  the  weeds — not  the  children — 
into  the  canal.  People  capable  of  doing  the  one 
might  be  supposed  equally  apt  to  do  the  other. 
Should  other  prevention  be  imjjossible,  it  would 
seem  easy  to  catch  the  stuff  by  moored  slanting 
floating  booms,  leading  it,  as  logs  are  led  in  Canada, 
to  convenient  places,  whence  it  could  be  removed. 
A  rapid  growth  of  bulrushes  in  September  also 
hinders  angling. 

By  using  the  trains  on  both  sides  of  the  lake,  %hi 
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passenger  steamer  services,  and  the  post  omnibus 
from  Villeneuve  to  Vouvry,  this  fishing  ground  is 
reachable  from  all  places  towards  the  eastern  end 
of  the  lake ;  but  one's  movements  have  to  be 
^  timed,  while  one  has  to  leave  off  at  the  best  hour 
of  the  evening,  when  local  piscators  turn  out  to 
commence — operations  :  some  among  these  admit 
that  much  poaching  and  netting  takes  place  at 
night. 

The  last  waters  to  be  referred  to  now  are  those 
at  and  near  Sierre,  about  three  hours  by  rail  from 
Territet,  up  the  Val  du  Ehone.  They  include  the 
Rhone,  some  small  lakes  lying  in  what  looks  like 
an  old  bed  of  that  river — one  at  Montana,  in  the 
mountains  to  the  north-west,  and  a  nice  piece  of 
open  and  woodland,  winding  canal  between  Sierre 
and  St.  Leonard,  more  like  a  river  than  those  of 
the  lower  parts  of  the  valley.  This  belongs  to  the 
sporting  owner  of  the  Hotel  Chateau  Bellevue,  at 
Sierre,  one  who  has  travelled,  and  possesses 
English  sympathies.  By  staying  at  his  good  and 
moderate  hotel,  the  best  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood is  obtainable.  At  times  the  canal  is  netted, 
large  haixls  of  fish  being  taken  ;  it  is  advisable  to 
ask  when  this  has  been  done,  as  it  is  of  little  use 
to  fish  for  days  afterwards.  Generally  speaking, 
the  water  holds  numbers  of  freely  taking  trout,  and 
good  ones  too. 

As  already  mentioned,  there  is  a  fish  in  the 
Rhone,  near  Sierre,  sometimes  caught;  of  fair  size, 
which  is  spoken  of  as  a  grayling,  but  its  identity 
is  scarcelj'  established.  Large  trout  of  several 
pounds  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Rhone  here, 
and  two  or  three  dozen  trout,  over  and  imder  a 
pound,  make  a  fair  day's  fishing  on  the  canal 
towards  St.  Leonards. 

M.  Zuffrey,  the  proprietor  of  this  water,  has  put 
several  pike  and  other  fish  into  the  small  lakes,  to 
enlarge  the  stock,  amongst  which  venqeron  or 
carp  (?)  of  considerable  size  can  be  seen  in  bright 
weather,  coasting  along  the  edges  of  these  little 
lakes.  An  acquaintance  with  "his  lordship" — 
the  man  who  looks  after  the  canal — will  be  found 
conducive  to  sport. 

In  concluding  these  notes  for  the  present,  I 
would  express  regret  that  the  information  at 
command  has  been  so  limited.  Bbnwyan. 

{To  he  continued.) 


THE  STATE  OF  THE  RIVER  WHARFE 
KILLS  THE  OTLEY  FISHING  CLUB. 


We  are  sorry  to  see  a  letter  from  Mr.  Francis 
Darwin,  published  in  the  Yorkshire  Post,  to  the 
effect  that  he  has  received  a  notice  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Otley  Fishing  Club  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  club  last  week  it  was  determined  to  abandon 
the  preservation  of  fish  in  the  River  Wharfe  between 
Otley  and  Arthington,  on  account  of  the  increasing 
pollution  of  the  river,  and  dissolve  the  club. 

If  it  only  knew  it  this  is  one  of  the  saddest  things 
the  powerful  YorJcsliire  Post  ever  published — ^the 
beautiful  Wharfe  abandoned  to  the  demon  which 
is  gradually  destroying  so  many  of  oiu-  rivers. 
(See  the  Report  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for 
1900.) 

And  yet  the  powerful  Yorkshire  Post  lets  the 
complaint  pass  without  a  word. 


A  SAD  EEPOET  FKOM  THE 
TEENT  FISHEEY  BOAED. 


Only  five  out  of  about  thirty  of  the  Trent 
Fishery  District  conservators  were  present  at  the 
annual  general  meeting,  held  on  Feb.  19  last,  at 
the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby.  Letters  of  apology 
for  non-attendance  were  read  from  the  Marquis  of 
Granby  and  one  or  two  other  members. 

It  was  decided  "that  a  sum  not  exceeding  £40 
be  devoted  to  supplying  trout  to  subscribing  clubs, 
the  amount  of  their  subscriptions  to  be  taken  into 
consideration." 

The  total  revenue  of  the  Board  fr-om  salmon  net 
and  rod  licenses  for  1900  was  only  £7,  whereas  the 
trout  anglers  paid  about  £226  for  licenses  and 
subscribed  £28  4s.,  or  ^£254  in  all. 

The  report  as  to  the  salmon  season  for  1900  is 
that  it  was  "exceptionally  bad" — only  a  few  fish 
were  seen  even  during  the  season. 

Trout  fishing  also  has  "  not  been  good  " — too 
many  coarse  fish   is   given   as   the  reason,  but 


seeing  that  poaching  and  river  pollution  seem  to 
be  rampant  in  the  whole  district,  it  seems  unfair 
to  blame  the  coarse  fish.  As  regards  the  pollution 
of  the  Trent  and  its  tributaries,  it  looks  as  if  it  was 
only  a  question  of  a  few  years  for  the  whole  of 
them  to  be  destroyed. 

At  Bishton-on-the-Trent  there  was  a  most 
serious  destruction  of  fish.  The  Board  say  "  The 
cause  was  rather  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  upon 
following  the  river  up  to  neai"ly  its  source,  at 
Wilton,  it  was  discovered  that  there  had  been  an 
escape  of  gas  tar  or  some  liquid  of  a  similar  nature. 
The  dead  fish  were  not  discovered  within  a  distance 
of  . 

Over  Thirty  Miles 
from  this  place,  as  there  is  no  fish  life  within  that 
distance." 

The  report  goes  on  : — 

"  It  will  be  in  the  remembrance  of  the  Board 
that  a  similar  occurrence  took  place  in  the  year 
1895,  and  that  this  Board  prosecuted  in  the  matter 
up  to  a  certain  point  at  considerable  cost,  but  were 
imable  to  proceed  further  in  consequence  of  a  want 
of  fimds. 

"  The  conclusion  arrived  at  from  this  is,  that  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Act  is  practically  useless.  Boards 
of  Conservators  have  no  funds  to  prosecute  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  and  County  Councils  having  to  obtain 
leave  before  they  can  do  so  are  practically  powerless. 

"  It  is  idle  and  useless  to  attempt  to  jtreserve  fish 
and  the  i^urity  of  the  waters  if  the  parties  eni- 
jpowered  for  that  jjurpose  ar&  restrained  from 
doing  so  from  want  of  the  pecuniary  means,  or  by 
the  ivithholding  of  a  consent  enabling  them  to  do  so. 

"  That  a  further  destruction  of  fish  will  occur- 
before  long  from  the  same  source  appears  certain. 

"  In  consequence  of  rejjorts  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  your  clerk  respecting  numerous  cases  of 
pollution,  the  Local  Government  Board  sent  down 
their  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  to  investigate." 

But  the  Board  of  Trade  has  no  power ;  it  investi- 
gates, and  that's  all.  As  we  have  often  said,  no 
government  of  this  cormtry  cares  twopence  about 
the  fisheries  or  their  preservation,  and  the  holding 
of  Fisheries  Commissions  is  a  pure  farce. 

The '  Trent  Board  will  be  as  extinct  as  Trent 
salmon  in  a  few  years'  time. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


Annual  Dinner. 
The  eighth  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  held  on  Wednesday  night 
(March  20)  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati.  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  presided,  and  there  were  also  present 
Dr.  Cooper,  Mr.  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  M.P.,  Mr.  R. 
B.  Marston,  Messrs.  J.  Risien,  C.  F.  Rose,  W.  J. 
Reynolds,  E.  Sloper,  W.  H.  Stallard,  C.  0.  Minchin, 

E.  M.  Mallett,  F.  F.  Mackarness,  E.  McFee,  F.  W. 
Norman,  H.  G.  Owles,  W.  S.  Penny,  T.  Pickup, 
G.  F.  Penny,  F.  A.  PiUener,  R.  W.  Parker,  E.  C. 
Perks,  G.  Porter,  F.  G.  Aflalo,  R.  H.  Andrews,  M. 

F.  Blake,  C.  Buswell,  W.  Burningham,  F.  C. 
Brown,  T.  B.  Bates,  R.  S.  Buffrey,  H.  Browne,  R. 
M.  Bonniwell,  I.  S.  Churchward,  W.  Cooper, 
R.  C.  H.  Corfe,  J.  H.  Coste,  J.  Cooksey,  P.  L. 
Collins,  C.  1.  Crisfield,  W.  P.  Davis,  E.  H. 
Durlacher,  W.  B.  Draper,  I.  H.  Dunkin,  H. 
Edwards,  C.  W.  Glassington,  R.  J.  Gordon,  I. 
Gibson,  H.  Holland,  A.  S.  Hodgson,  Croft  Handley, 
St.  Haig  W.  Ives,  J.  C.  H.  Jago,  A.  Korentsel,  H. 
W.  Lane,  A.  E.  Litchfield,  A.  Nugent,  H.  W. 
Sheldon,  W.  Marsden  Smith,  E.  Stanley,  H.  L. 
Smiles,  J.  M.  Tracey,  H.  A.  Taylor,  C.  Tweedale, 

G.  W.  Hodgson,  G.  H.iHoward,  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson 
(hon.  sec),  etc. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  "  The 
King,"  whom,  he  remarked,  they  had  learned  to 
love  as  their  friend,  and  whom  they  trusted  would 
live  long  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  his  revered 
mother. 

"  The  Queen,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall 
and  York,  and  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family  " 
was  also  proposed  by  the  Chairman,  and  loyally 
responded  to. 

The  Hon.  Sec.  (Dr.  Patterson)  read  letters  of 
apology  from  Sir  E.  Birkbeck  (President  of  the 
Society),  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  (who  was  to  haVe  been 
in  the  vice-chafr),  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  (one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Society),  and  Mr.  E.  Hanger  (Deal). 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  said  :  I  presume  that 
all  of  us  assembled  in  this  room  are  fishermen — 


practical   anglers.     I  may  even  say  that  all  the 
waiters,  whom,  I  am  bound  to  say,  have  served  a 
most  excellent  dinner,  are  fishermen  in  tlieir  way. 
(Laughter.)    And  very  rightly  they  are  successful 
fishermen.    (Laughter.)    I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  remember  the  exact  name  of  the  fish  they 
angle  for,  but  if  my  recollection  serves  me  right  it 
rhymes  with  "  slips."     (Laughter.)    We  are  all 
anglers,  and  it  is  only  right  and  meet  that  you 
should  know  that  your  chairman  to-night  has  been 
a  confirmed  angler  from   his   youth   upwards — 
salmon   fisherman,  trout  fisherman,  and,  I  am 
bound  to  admit,  sometunes   a  humble  popjoy. 
(Laughter.)    But  none  the  worse,  I  think  the  man 
who  has  the  patience  to  sit  with  the  worm  at 
one  end  and  I  forget  what  it  was  at  the  other 
end  of  the  rod  —  (laughter)  —  patiently  hoping 
for  sport,  is  a  man  who  deserves  the  praise  of  the 
commmiity.     If  you   take   any  other  gathering 
assembled  in  London  to-night,  I  doubt  if  you  will 
find  any  assembly  which  possesses  so  large  an 
innate  patience  as  the  gentlemen  in  this  room,  for 
one  of  the  essentials  of  the  successful  sea  angler  is 
the  quality  of  good  temper  coupled  with  patience. 
I  have  not   fished  myself   very  much   on  the 
piers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  I  am  very  fond 
of  watching  and  participating  in  the  enjoyinent  of 
those  who  successfully  angle  there ;  and  what  has 
struck  me  has  not  only  been  the  patience,  but  the 
good  temper  and  bonhomie  exhibited  by  those  fisher- 
men one  towards  the  other.     I  confess  if  I  am  in 
close  proximity  to  an  angler,  and  get  a  little  bit 
jealous  and  inclmed  to  get  crusty,  I  admit  it  is 
wrong,  but  it  is  human  nature.    At  Deal  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  fishing,  and  I  have 
seen  fourteen  or  fifteen   gentlemen   fishing  one 
against  another,  and  the  older  members  are  often 
in  danger  of  having  their  noses  transfixed  by  the 
hooks  of  the  younger  members.    (Laughter.)  But 
they  not  only  show  patience,  but  good  hmnouredly 
wish  one  another  success,  and  do  not  exhibit  the 
slightest  jealousy,  but  are  always  ready  to  mutually 
congratulate  one  another  if  one  succeeds  in  landing 
a  large  fish.    That  shows  what  good  fellows  at 
heart  anglers  are,  and  it  is  an  attribute  on  which 
we  should  congratulate  ourselves.    Well,  now,  of 
course  anglers  are  all  sportsmen.    There  are  many 
kinds   of  sports   in  which   Englishmen  happily 
revel,  for  without  our  sports  we  should  not  be  the 
nation  we  are.     (Applause.)    Hunting  and  shoot- 
ing are  all  very  well  in  their  way,  but  they 
are   not   withm    the    reach   of    all,   and  they 
cost  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  pre-arrangement, 
and   entail    a   very   large   amount   of  expense. 
But  angling  is  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  it 
is  easy  if  you  have  the  patience  and  a  certain 
amount  of  common -sense  to  get  at  a  minimum  of 
expense  with  the  maximum  enjoyment  a  healthy 
and  happy  day.    Of  course,  you  had  to  get  to  your 
destination,  and  I  Imow  you  always  desfre  to  get 
there  as  cheaply  as  possible.    (Laughter.)  Well, 
that  is  human  nature.    To-night  you  have  landed 
one  of  those  awful  democrats,  a  railway  chairman 
(loud  laughter),  as  your  Chainnan  this  evening,  and 
a  little  bird  has  whispered  to  me  since  I  came  here 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  members  of  this  society 
that  the  company  over  whose  deliberations  I  have 
the   honour  to  preside   should   grant  the  same 
facilities  as  are  enjoyed  by  you  and  granted  by  the 
South-Eastern  and   Chatham  Joint  Committee. 
(Applause.)     Well,  you  know  it  is  very  rash  to 
attempt  to  make  promises  after  dinner  (laughter), 
so  I  make  no  promises  beyond  this — I  shall  be  very 
happy,  in  your  interests,  to  look  into  the  subject 
again  together  with  my  officers  to  see  whether  it  is 
possible   to  meet  your  wishes   in  that  respect. 
(Cheers.)    It  seems  a  very  simple  matter  to  the 
outsider  to  grant  this  and  that  to  one  particular 
body.    No  doubt  it  is  easy  enough,  but  it  is  the 
difficulties  in  regard  to  other  similar  and  analogous 
bodies  which  very  often  hamper  the  action  of  railway 
companies,  and  make  the  public  apply  to  them  some- 
times epithets  which  it  woidd  not  be  parliamentary 
of  me  to  use  in  this  room.    (Laughter.)    But  if  it 
is  within  our  power  to  give  you  an,>-thing  we  will 
communicate  the  same  to  your  hon.  secretary. 
(Applause.)     I  was   going  to  remark  that  my 
experience  of  the  fishing  of  Deal,  although  it  is  not 
large,  has  led  me  to  think  that  there  is  equally 
good,  if  not  better,  fishing  to  be  got  in  October  and 
November  at  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft :  I  have 
seen  remarkable  takes  at  Lowestoft,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  Deal  should  be  over-fished.    If  the 
members  of  the  society  increase  there  will  be  no 
room  for  them,  even  ^  ith  the  large  sea  front  at  Deal, 
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with  the  advantage  of  its  pier.  There  is  no  reason 
why  the  members  of  the  club  should  not  extend 
their  operations  to  other  portions  of  the  coast.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  of  you  gentlemen  have 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  new  occupant  of 
Deal  Castle,  my  noble  Brother  Lord  George.  He, 
if  not  a  first-rate  fisherman,  is  at  least  a  keen 
fisherman,  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  under  your 
auspices,  he  should  not  revive  the  gentle  ar-t.  Just 
think  if  the  Mayor  of  Dover  telegraphed  to  the 
Viceroy  of  India,  "  Secretary  of  State  for  India  just 
landed  fine  cod."  (Laughter.)  It  would  be  tele- 
graphed to  all  the  native  courts  throughout  our 
Indian  Empire,  and  would  produce  a  very  whole- 
some and  remarkable  effect  on  the  native  mind. 
(Laughter.)  But  I  know  my  brother  takes  a  keen 
interest  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  who  participate 
in  the  sport  which  obtains  in  Deal,  and  as  far  as 
his  influence  goes,  he  would  be  glad  to  facilitate 
fishing  or  any  other  sport.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  need  speak  fiurther,  although  fishing  is  a 
sport  about  which  one  might  talk  for  hours, 
but  there  is  one  story  I  remember.  The  late 
Su-  E.  Williamson  was  as  genial  a  gentleman 
as  one  could  come  across.  One  day,  on  a  visit  to 
Paris,  he  was  walking  down  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
and  saw  one  who  was  evidently  a  fisherman  fishing 
from  a  punt,  and  he  said  in  his  gentle  tone,  "  Had 
ere  a  bite,  Mr.  Popjoy  ?  "  and  to  his  amazement  the 

angler  replied,  "  Go  to  "    (Loud  laughter.)  It 

turned  out  afterwards  that  the  angler  was  a  French 
cook  of  one  of  the  Kothschilds  living  in  London  and 
was  on  a  holiday  visit  to  Paris — hence  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  English  language.  (Loud  laughter.) 
One  of  the  most  pleasant  things  in  connection  with 
this  dinner  will  be  the  presentation,  by  myself  as 
yom-  Chairman,  of  the  cup  presented  by  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  of  Deal,  and  the  gold  medal 
presented  by  the  society,  to  the  gallant  gentleman 
who  succeeded  in  winning  the  first  prize  in  the 
fishing  competition  of  last  j  ear.  I  am  sme  there 
is  no  one  in  this  room  who  can  grudge  that  gallant 
gentleman  the  prize  which  has  fallen  to  his  lot. 
(Applause.)  He  went  out  of  his  own  accord  to 
fight  the  battles  of  his  then  Queen  and  country  in 
South  Africa,  and  I  hope  he  was  able  to  render  an 
accoimt  of  some  of  the  Boers  with  whom  he  came 
across.  At  all  events  he  did  not  shirk  his  work  in 
order  to  come  to  Deal,  but  came  here  with  great 
regret,  having  been  invalided,  and  being  no  further 
of  any  practical  use  for  the  time  being  in  the 
field.  I  think  it  therefore  remarkable  that  having 
gone  through  that  campaign  he  should  immediately 
go  down  to  Deal  and  tackle  the  large  and  weighty 
fish  which  entitled  hun  to  be  the  recipient  of  the 
first  prize  of  the  society.  I  trust  he  may  live  long 
to  enjoy  the  prize,  and  I  hope  if  the  war  does  not 
soon  terminate  he  will  think  it  right  to  go  out 
again  and  give  the  Boers  a  taste  of  his  quality.  I 
have  nothuag  more  to  say  with  regard  to  this  excel- 
lent sporting  society  except  to  wish  it  long  life  and 
to  ask  you  to  drink  the  health  of  your  noble  selves. 
(Cheers.) 

The  following  prizes  were  then  presented  :  Mr. 
Hardy  Corfe,  winner  of  first  prize ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Beesley, 
winner  of  the  pier  prize  on  the  first  day ;  Mr.  C.  G. 
Mackarness,  winner  of  the  pier  competition  on  the 
second  day ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Wrightson,  winner  of  pier 
competition  on  third  day  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Husk,  winner 
of  Class  2  on  first  day  ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Stallard,  winner 
of  Class  2  on  second  day ;  Mr.  S.  J.  Prior,  winner 
of  Class  3  on  first  day  ;  Mr.  G.  Bead  Clarke,  winner 
of  Class  3  on  second  day ;  Mr.  W.  Walkins,  winner 
of  the  first  prize  for  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable 
fish  ;  Mrs.  Gilling,  winner  of  the  ladies'  prize. 

Mr.  Churchward  said  it  afforded  him  great 
pleasure  to  ask  them  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
hon.  Committee  and  officers,  for  he  felt  that  their 
thanks  were  greatly  due  to  them  for  the  admirable 
way  in  which  they  had  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
society.  They  had  a  continual  supply  of  most 
useful  information  with  regard  to  the  sport,  and 
there  were  a  number  of  recognised  agencies  which 
kept  them  constantly  in  touch  with  the  best 
fishing.  The  executive  had  always  treated  the 
members  with  courtesy,  and  had  done  all  they 
could  for  the  interests  of  the  society.  He  coupled 
the  name  of  the  excellent  secretary  with  the  toast. 
•(Applause). 

Dr.  Patterson  in  reply  said  he  was  more  than 
gratified  by  the  kind  way  in  which  they  had 
appreciated  the  services  of  the  hon.  committee 
and  officers.  He  must  say  that  most  of  the  grati- 
tude which  had  been  expressed  was  due  to  the  hon. 
committee.    He  had  now  been  working  with  the 


society  for  a  matter  of  three  years  as  hon.  sec, 
and  he  had  been  connected  with  the  society  within 
a  year  or  two  of  its  foundation,  and  he  was  pleased 
and  happy  to  say  at  that  time  that  the  society  was 
in  a  better  position  than  it  had  ever  been.  They 
had  now  some  sixty  stations  around  the  coasts; 
they  had  good  information  sent  up  to  the  offices  of 
the  society  wherever  fishing  was  to  be  obtained ;  they 
had  a  concession  from  the  South-Eastern  Railway 
Co.,  and  they  hoped  there  would  be  a  concession 
fi-om  another  railway  company  befdre  he  went  out  of 
office  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  months.  (No, 
no.)  That  was  the  last  time  (no,  no)  he  M'ould 
have  the  pleasure  of  returning  thanks  for  that  toast 
(no,  no),  and  it  would  be  the  one  thing  he  had 
been  looking  forward  to — the  crowning  feather  in 
his  cap — if  he  could  say  they  had  a  concession  from 
half  of  England,  which  was  practically  what  it 
meant.  As  regarded  Deal,  Dover,  Ramsgate 
and  Margate  they  had  certain  concessions,  and  as 
regarded  the  west  of  England  and  Ireland  they 
had  splendid  agencies,  but  with  respect  to  the 
east  coast  they  had  little ;  still  he  hoped  that 
would  soon  be  remedied.  He  was  perfectly 
certain  that  the  committee  had  worked  hard 
in  the  past  twelve  months.  There  had  been 
twentj'-four  committee  meetings  during  that  time, 
and  three  members  had  made  every  attendance, 
and  all  qualified  by  attending  more  than  half  the 
meetings,  so  that  they  would  understand  that  they 
all  worked  hard.  He  thanked  tlieni  on  behalf  of 
the  committee.  For  the  first  time  they  had  got 
over  120  members  present  at  the  dinner,  and  he 
hoped  that  next  year  they  would  have  as  distin- 
guished a  chairman  and  would  have  250  members 
present.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Pickup  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  Press 
and  the  Visitors,"  and  said  that  night  they  were 
more  concerned  with  the  Press  which  made  fishing 
their  speciality.  They  all  looked  forward  week  by 
week  to  read  of  the  doings  of  all  anglers  and  com- 
pai-e  notes,  and  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  sport  was  fomented  by 
what  they  read  in  the  Press.  The  toast  was  to  be 
responded  to  by  their  old  friend  Mr.  Pt.  B.  Marston, 
of  the  Fisliinc)  Gazette,  who,  however,  M'as  more 
known  for  his  skill  in  casting  the  fly  rather  than  as 
a  sea  angler.  With  regard  to  tlie  visitors,  he 
trusted  that  they  would  never  again  appear  as 
visitors,  but  would  come  another  year  as  members. 
He  hoped  also  their  Chairman  would  become  a 
member.  (Applause.)  He  had  to  ask  them  to 
associate  with  the  toast  of  the  Visitors  the  father 
of  then-  first  prize  winner,  Mr.  Corfe.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  replying  for  the  Press, 
expressed  his  regret  that  their  old  friends,  Mr. 
Senior,  the  editor  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  angling  editor 
of  the  Field,  were  miable  to  be  present.  There 
were,  however,  other  representatives  of  the  Press 
present,  and  they  all  thanked  the  company  for  the 
way  the  toast  had  been  received.  He  thought  that 
the  Press  which  chronicled  the  doings  of  the  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  one  of  the  best  means  they 
could  possibly  think  of  for  getting  new  members. 
The  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other 
papers  would  be  read  by  thousands  who  could  not 
be  present.  Those  readers  would  see  what  an 
enjoyable  meeting  it  had  been,  and  would  say  to 
themselves  that  the  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
was  a  society  they  should  join.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  was  sure  for  himself  that  the  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  was  doing  good  work,  and  he  thought 
that  by  going  round  the  coast  they  were 
helping  the  British  fleet.  Some  anglers  "did  not 
like  to  go  fishing  on  sea  water — they  could  not 
stand  it.  (Laughter.)  He  heartily  confessed  for 
his  own  part  that  he  did  not  look  with  pleasure  to 
a  rough  day  at  sea  ;  but  still  the  more  they  went 
out  to  sea  the  better  would  they  be  able  to  meet 
the  French  if  ever  they  came  poaching  in  their 
waters.  (Laughter.)  But  he  would  recommend 
them  to  go  farther  afield,  and  to  go  to  Florida  to 
try  and  catch  some  of  those  sea  giants,  the  tarpon. 
They  were  told  that  there  was  some  of  the  finest 
fishing  in  the  world  there.  Since  the  society 
last  met  for  its  annual  dinner  the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  the  Field  had  published  accounts  of  an  even 
bigger  game  fish,  and  that  was  called  the  leaping 
tuna,  caught  at  Catalina  Island,  off  the  coast  of 
California.  He  hoped  that  the  Press  would  have 
to  record  in  time  that  members  of  their  society  had 
gone  out  and  broken  the  record,  and  brought  some 
of  these  fish  back,  because  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
mystery  about  them  at  present.  (Laughter.)  He 
heard  the  other  day  that  the  sea  anglers  sometimes 


went  conger  eel  fishing,  and  caught  immense 
congers.  He  remembered  being  once  in  a  boat 
with  a  conger  eel,  and  he  felt  that  he  would 
have  liked  to  have  been  outside.  (Laughter.) 
He  might  give  them  a  bit  of  useful  information, 
and  that  was,  if  they  wanted  to  kill  a  conger 
eel,  to  get  a  club  and  hit  him  on  the 
abdomen.  (Laughter.)  That  would  not,  perhaps, 
be  a  kind  thing  to  do  after  dinner.  (Laughter.) 
There  was  one  other  thing  which  he  was  asked  by 
their  Scotch  friends  to  mention,  and  that  was  to 
ask  them  to  support  the  Bill  coming  before  the 
House  of  Commons  for  a  close  time  for  trout- 
fishing  in  Scotland.  He  expected  that  most  of  those 
present  sometimes  fished  in  Scotland,  and  if  they 
would  only  ask  their  Members  to  support  the  Bill, 
which  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  the  Lord- Advocate 
of  Scotland  were  bringing  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  there  would  be  a  good  chance  of  the  Bill 
becoming  law.  They  had  a  close  time  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  Ireland,  and  their  Scotch  friends 
now  asked  them  to  help  to  get  a  close  time  for 
them.    (Hear,  hear,^ 

Mr.  Croft,  replying  for  the  visitors,  said  he  felt 
in  an  incongruous  position,  as  he  had  never  had  a 
rod  in  his  hand.  Nevertheless  he  appreciated  to 
the  full  the  noble  qualities  the  chairman  described 
as  necessary  to  the  pursuit  of  fishing. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  (the  vice  chair)  proposed  the 
health  of  the  chairman  in  eulogistic  terms,  and, 
referring  to  the  remarks  of  Lord  Claud  Hamilton 
with  respect  to  a  concession,  said  they  were  told 
that  they  were  within  reasonable  distance  of  getting 
there,  and  that  the  secretary  wished  to  get  there 
before  he  left  office.  If  they  read  that  conversely 
it  made  them  a  bit  doubtful  as  to  what  they  wanted. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  trusted  that  the  concession 
would  be  granted  conditionally  on  Dr.  Patterson 
remaining  secretary.  (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  received  witii  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman  in  responding  said  :  Mr.  Marston, 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  had  gi\'en  them 
some  very  useful  information,  especially  as  to 
what  to  do  when  in  close  quarters  with  a  conger  eel. 
In  well -chosen  expression  Mr.  Marston  told  them 
"  to  hit  'im  on  the  abdomen."  (Laughter.)  He 
hardly  had  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  word 
abdomen,  but  if  he  had  he  doubted  if  he  would  be 
able  to  find  it  on  a  conger  eel.  (Loud  laughter.) 
He  doubted  also  if  they  were  out  with  a  Deal  boat- 
man, the  boatman  would  know  where  to  hit 
(laughter),  and  he  trusted  that  ia  the  future  they 
would  be  instructed  by  the  Press  in  more  simple 
language,  suited  to  the  understanding  of  a  humble 
fisherman  like  himself.  (Laughter.)  He  had  now 
to  propose  the  health  of  the  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
Aflalo,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  society.  He 
trusted  it  would  long  flourish  and  long  might  the 
Vice-chairman  be  a  member. 

The  toast  was  musically  honoured. 

The  Vicb-Chairman,  in  response,  said  that  he 
consulted  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Senior 
when  he  thought  of  founding  the  society,  and,  had 
the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  been  against  him, 
the  society  would  ]3robably  never  have  existed. 
He  believed  that  it  was  greatly  owing  to  the  Press 
that  the  society  had  been  so  successful,  as  well  as 
to  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Patterson.  (Applause.) 

A  splendid  musical  programme  was  carried  out 
during  the  evening. 


A  TEUE  TALE  OF  JUNE,  1900. 


There  it  lay,  like  a  tiny  buoy,  bobbing  on  the 
sparkling  wavelets  about  thirty  yards  out — a  spot 
of  colour  prominent  in  the  warm  sunlight,  but  not 
vulgarly  obtrusive,  for  I  like  my  pike  floats  a  quiet 
gi-een,  with  just  a  little  patch  of  white  on  top  (too 
accurate  a  model,  alas  1  of  my  own  top-knot). 

I  had  cast  it^uite  cleverly  a  few  feet  to  the  left 
of  a  patch  of  weeds  whose  tops  broke  the  surface, 
and  to  do  this  had  waded  barefoot  a  little  way  into 
the  shallow  and  crystal  clear  water,  and  so  stood 
with  the  ripples  tinkling  against  my  knees,  refresh- 
ingly cool,  while  a  heron  flew  awkwardly  across 
the  lake,  making  music  to  the  lover  of  solitude 
with  his  strident  voice. 

Followed  a  spell  of  quiet,  then  a  weighty- soimd- 
ing  fish  "  flopped  "  away  on  the  right,  and  left  me 
wondering  whether  he  had  spied  my  gudgeon,  and 
was  making  tracks  for  that  tender  morsel.  No, 
there  was  more  quiet,  and  the  green  float  still  rode 
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at  anchor  among  the  ripples,  and  my  eyes  began 
to  ache  with  fixed  regarding  of  it. 

Suddenly  it  was  gone  I  None  of  your  half- 
hearted doubtful  bobs,  but  instant  and  absolute 
disappearance ;  and  the  line  fairly  twanged  to  the 
strike  answering  that  lusty  challenge. 

Then  the  fight  began.  Not  knowing  the  foe,  my 
tactics  were  wary,  and  I  let  him  run  a  little  when 
he  pulled  hard.  But  not  for  the  weeds,  old  chap  ! 
Oh,  no  I  This  way,  please.  And  more  pressure 
on  reel,  and  a  show  of  butt,  turned  him  and  told 
me  the  fish  was  not  heavy,  though  gaixie  and 
plucky.  A  minute  more  of  alternate  tug  and 
winding  in,  and  I  was  enabled  to  guide  him  round 
the  lily  bed  in  front  of  me  into  clear  water. 

Now  approached  my  lady  gillie,  with  trepidation 
and  the  landing-net,  and  I  gave  back,  bearing  like 
any  martyr  the  spines  of  the  squat  thistles  'neath 
my  shoeless  feet.  Lives  there  the  man  who  would 
feel  pain  at  such  a  time '?  And  then  my  attendant 
nymph  screamed  out  that  it  was  "  a  lovely  great 
perch  I  "  Big  was  the  excitement  as  I  drew  him 
over  the  net,  and  he,  with  final  effort  and  a  big 
splash,  darted  clear  of  it ;  and  greater  still  when 
another  scoop  of  the  net  lifted  him,  struggling  to 
the  last.,  from  his  native  waters. 

Such  a  perch  we  had  never  seen,  and  the  dignity 
of  thirty-five  summers  might  be  excused  for  joining 
the  joyful  war-dance  round  him  as  he  lay  on  the 
sand.  (Some  ancient  household  scales  in  our  lodging 
later  recorded  over  2ilb. ;  Brother  Eichardson,  who 
set  up  the  victim,  said  "just  imder  31b,"  two  days 
after.    He  now  adorns  our  sitting-room.) 

What  a  day  that  was  I  The  next  gudgeon — I  had 
only  four — captured  a  small  prke,  which  was  quickly 
hauled  out  and  released.  And  then  the  sky  grew 
dark,  and  it  rained  a  little,  so  I  donned  a  mackintosh 
cape  and  waded  out  again,  my  partner  in  all  things 
retreating  to  shelter. 

I  had  watched  the  float — this  time  lying  motion- 
less on  still  gloomy  water — for  some  minutes,  when 
a  loud  sharp  hissing  caught  my  ear.  A  glance  to 
the  right,  down  the  length  of  the  lake,  showed  the 
water  apparently  boiling,  the  surface  churned  into 
foam,  and  the  blackest  of  clouds  scudding  overhead. 
My  first  and  natural  impulse  was  to  turn  and  flee, 
but  the  second  to  stay  and  see  what  it  would  be 
like  overruled,  and  the  hailstorm  burst  with  a  whirl 
and  a  shriek  around  me. 

For  a  minute  or  so  all  was  chaos  and  blindness, 
and  the  noise  of  mingled  hail  and  wind  almost 
deafening ;  but  in  a  little  space  it  was  all  oyer  and 
the  sun  again  shining,  though  the  hailstones  that 
had  peppered  my  devoted  head  lay  around  as  big 
as  marbles. 

It  was  an  exciting  experience,  and  I  shall  never 
forget  the  sullen,  hoarse  roar  and  white  front  of 
foam  as  the  squall  sped  up  the  length  of  water  and 
engulfed  me. 

Unfortunately  other  creatm-es  were  impressed 
besides  ourselves,  and  not  another  bite  did  we  get 
save  from  fingerlings :  though  next  day  another 
perch  of  nearly  21b.,  among  several  smaller,  was 
taken  at  the  same  spot.  This  one,  alas !  instead 
of  being  stuffed,  was  himself  used  as  stuffing, 
appearing  ignominiously  upon  the  breakfast  table. 

J.  C.  W. 


THE  EEWAEDS  OF  ANTICIPATION. 


He  agreed  with  me  that  the  river  must  be  full  of 
fish;  for  had  not  I,  the  veriest  tiro,  hooked  and 
landed  a  decent  pike?  It  is  true  the  water  had 
only  yielded  two  under-sized  fish  on  a  second  visit, 
but  that,  he  explained,  was  due  to  my  incompet- 
ence and  the  warm  weather.  "  That  place,"  said 
he,  "must  swarm,  literally  swarm,  with  jack,  but 
of  course  yo^i  "  (with  an  accent)  "  cannot  expect 
always  to  do  so  well." 

I  agreed,  and  descanted  on  the  merits  of  the 
scenery,  threw  ui  a  bit  here  about  a  quaint  old  inn 
we  might  stop  at,  and  began  to  enlarge  on  what 
we  might  not  accomplish  in  the  way  of  a  pheno- 
menal catch.  _ 

"  The  difficulty  would  be  to  carry  the  brutes," 
he  said  pensively.  I  suggested  hiding  them  in  the 
long  grass  by  the  riverside  one  by  one  as  they  were 
caught,  and  retracing  oiu-  footsteps  at  the  day's  end 
to  collect  the  spoil. 

"  Why  not  hire  a  boy  to  carry  them  ? "  he 
suggested. 

"  That  would  never  do,"  I  cried,  secretly  dis- 
turbed at  the  idea,  because  in  my  own  mind  1  had 
a  vague  notion  that  the  place  was  private.    "  The 


boy  would  talk  afterwards,  and  the  whole  village 
would  know,  and  then  good-bye  to  future  sport." 
I  kept  quiet  about  the  privacy  of  the  water. 

"  Ho  1  "  I  continued  ;  "  let  us  make  bags  and  do 
as  I  suggested — of  course  we  need  only  bring  home 
the  big  ones." 

So  we  made  bags.  Mine  I  had  constructed 
out  of  drab  jean  two  feet  long,  with  expanding 
ends,  so  that  the  very  big  fish  could  be  carried  with 
head  and  tail  sticking  out,  as  I  had  seen  in  pictures 
drawn  in  fishing  catalogues.  He  did  not  go  so  far 
as  to  have  expanding  ends,  but  nevertheless  his  bag 
was  roomy  enough,  we  decided.  For  spinning  bait 
he  preferred  dace,  large  ones — "  Large  dace  for  large 
jack  "  was  his  motto.  I  stuck  to  sprats,  and  took 
■plenty  :  "  in  case,"  I  said,  "  the  brutes  happen  to  be 
preferring  my  bait,  you  can  adopt  sjwats." 

He  thanl^ed  me,  and  said  he  should  take  plenty 
of  dace,  so  that  I  might  adopt  his  flight  and  method 
if  he  began  filling  the  bags  first. 

We  informed  our  intimate  friends  of  this  expedi- 
tion, and  received  various  suggestions,  but  only 
accepted  one.  That  was  an  offer  from  a  photo- 
graphic man  to  take  our  biggest  fish.  "  With  a 
postage-stamp  stuck  on  their  sides  to  give  a  notion 
as  to  their  dimensions,"  he  remarked. 

I  suggested  a  yard  rule  suspended  beneath  as 
being  more  accurate  and  less  liable  to  suspicion. 
A  postage-stamp  might  be  misleading.  So  this 
kind  friend  arranged  to  come  with  his  camera  and 
plates  the  day  following  our  return. 

We  started  at  last,  and  on  the  way  down  to  this 
remote  Sussex  i-iver  laid  out  our  plans  yet  further. 
We  decided  to  pool  our  catch— that  is,  make  one 
grand  lot  of  the  whole,  and  send  one  or  two  of  the 
meditim  size  to  a  sympathetic  friend  or  so  who  had 
taken  a  little  interest  in  our  proceedmgs. 

I  had  already  committed  myself  to  a  jack  apiece 
to  five  various  acquaintances,  and  had  duly  written 
out  instructions  beforehand  as  to  how  the  fish  were 
to  be  steeped  in  brine  overnight,  etc.,  not  omitting 
reference  to  a  good  stuffing  and  well  basting. 

We  arrived  at  our  little  station,  and  drank  in  the 
country  air  greedily.  He  uttered  a  cry  of  admira- 
tion on  first  catching  sight  of  the  stream. 

"  Graird  !    Full  of  fish,  as  I  thought,"  he  said. 

It  certainly  did  look  a  pikey  stretch  of  water, 
with  reedy  I  bays  and  deep-looking  holes,  and  so  we 
feverishly  undid  our  traps  and  set  to  work  spinning. 
After  two  hours'  hard  labour  with  an  empty  bag, 
the  enthusiastic  "  he "  sti-olled  up  beaming.  I 
secretly  marvelled  at  a  comitenance  that  beamed 
under  these  conditions. 

"  We  can't  expect  to  do  much  with  a  sun  like 
this  on  the  water,"  he  said  cheerfully.  "In  an 
hour's  time  we  shall  be  landing  them.  Let  us  have 
a  smoke."  So  we  smoked  to  rest  our  aching 
shoulders,  and  dodged  the  keen  October  wind  by 
getting  to  leeward  of  a  clump  of  beeches.  1  had 
not  exaggerated  the  beauty  of  the  counti-y,  was  my 
consoling  thought,  as  we  watched  our  stream  wind 
along  the  dreaming  valley  almost  up  to  the  downs. 
I  did  not  talk  fish — the  first  blaze  of  keen  ardour 
was  flickering.  We  smoked,  and  watched  the  hills 
and  the  dropping  sun. 

Surely  enough  he  struck  a  pike  later  on.  I 
heard  a  shout,  and  ran  up  to  help,  and  saw  a  olb. 
fish  ciu'ling  in  the  water  and  then  break  away. 

"  Oh  1  "  he  sighed.  "  Never  mind,  it  was  barely 
sizeable."  I  argued  the  possibility  of  its  running 
to  51b.,  to  sustain  the  water's  reputation  and 
my  own,  and  cited  cases  of  the  disproportion  of 
fish  in  the  water  compared  to  their  actual  size 
when  grassed.  We  gripped  our  rods  with  all  the 
old  assm-ance,  but  our  strength  and  patience 
were  spent  in  vain.  An  excellent  dinner  at  the 
clean  little  inn,  famous  throughoi;t  the  country- 
side, somewhat  revived  my  spirits.  For  had  we 
not  all  to-morrow  to  restore  my  already  waning 
reputation,  and  retrieve  the  disaster  that  already 
overwhelmed  the  true  pleasures  of  angling  ?  The 
next  day  passed  like  a  dream,  or  rather  one  long 
nightmare.  Rod  and  line  curled  over  the  water, 
spinning  the  brightest  of  silvery  sprats  for  hour 
upon  hour,  through  deeps  and  shallows,  and  by 


Fine  Sport  with  Foster's  "Kill  Devil"  in 
Ireland. — Mr.  Varty,  who  is  staying  at  the  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  has  been  killing 
some  heavy  baskets  of  trout  on  Messrs.  Foster's 
double-action  "  Kill  Devil  "  spinner.  On  March  14 
he  had  five  trout  on  it  weighing  141b.,  also  a  pike 
of  221b.,  and  lost  a  trout  estimated  at  101b,,  after 
playing  it  for  twenty  minutes. 


reed  islands  and  many  an  oily  smootli  eddy,  in 
vain.  We  caught  the  up  train  at  niglit  I>ack  to 
London  with  our  bags  empty.  Mine,  with  the 
wonderful  expanding  sides,  proved  its  extreme  utility 
by  dropping  various  articles,  such  as  triangular  hooks 
and  reels,  etc.,  on  to  the  platform.  Our  train 
stopped  at  the  next  station  on  the  Sussex  line,  and 
a  mah  got  in  laden  with  ducks  and  hares,  and 
fishing-rods,  and  impedimenta  of  various  orders. 
He  struggled  in  and  sat  opposite,  after  disposing  on 
the  rack  his  spoil,  including  a  bag,  larger  than 
mine,  from  which  I  saw  emerge  tlie  tail  of  a  big 
pike.  They  say  birds  are  fascinated  by  tlie  move- 
ments of  a  snake.  I  quite  believe  it,  for  that  big 
obtruding  tail  fascinated  me  beyond  belief.  I 
nudged  my  friend,  and  we  botli  stared  at  tlie 
mesmeric  tail  above  our  heads  enviously,  greedily, 
possibly  with  murder  in  our  eyes,  for  its  lucky 
captor  saw  our  glances,  and  said,  "That's  one  of 
six  1  " 

It  finished  me,  did  that  remark.  One  of  six  I 
Just  one  apiece  to  each  of  tliose  s^inpathetic 
friends  who  were  now,  did  I  but  know  it,  perhaps 
chatting  of  our  captures  and  thinking  not  unkindly 
of  our  venture.  One  to  each  and  one  over,  the 
biggest,  for  the  fiend  awaiting  our  vetum  with  a 
camera  and  a  postage-stamp. 

Alas  for  that  little  coterie  of  five  for  whom  I  liad 
toiled  with  acliing  heart  and  limbs  for  two  wliole 
days !  In  after  years,  nay,  in  a  few  days  only, 
they  privately  confessed  to  me  one  hy  one  their 
utter  disbelief  in  our  possible  success. 

Every  lui-ch  of  the  train  shook  a  little  more  tail 
from  out  of  that  bag  in  front  of  me,  until  I  could 
tolerate  the  sight  no  longer,  and  begged  its  owner 
to  hide  the  tantalising  brute  out  of  sight,  and  out  of 
the  way  of  temptation.  "  How  much  would  six  jack 
cost,  fair-sized,  at  a  shilling  a  pound?"  I  whispered 
to  my  now  ever  silent  comrade.  That  wild  liope 
leaked  away  in  his  smile  and  a  shake  of  the  head 
as  we  mutually  recognised  the  abyss  of  failure  that 
would  result  from  an  attempt  to  palm  off  tliose  six 
jack  on  to  a  circle  of  eminently  suspicious  friends. 

We  crawled  into  the  terminus  at  last,  and  hurried 
away  to  the  telegraph  office.  Sleep  that  night 
was  impossible  until  that  persistent  man  and  his 
camera  were  effectually  disposed  of.  The  message 
that  was  despatched  to  him  rather  hurt  his  feelings 
— at  least  so  we  learnt  afterwards  ;  but  we  preferred 
to  have  him  as  an  enemy  rather  than  as  a  friend  at 
this  precise  era  of  misfortune.  S.  S. 


COUNTY    PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  usual  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  was  held 
on  the  14th  inst.  at  the  Silver  Grid  Restaurant, 
Market-street,  Manchester,  with  a  very  good  attend- 
ance, forty-six  clubs  being  represented,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Chadwick  being  in  the  chair.  The  usual  routine 
business  was  disposed  of,  and  it  was  then  resolved  that 
An  future  the  balance  sheet  be  issued  to  delegates  three 
days  before  the  annual  meeting.  The  appointment  of 
a  water-bailifi  for  the  Peak  Forest  Canal,  in  the  New 
Mills  district,  was  decided  upon,  and  as  we  have  a 
suitable  man  in  view  this  will  be  attended  to  forth- 
with. The  beautiful  illuminated  address  x^repared  for 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hampton  for  his  many  past  services  was 
presented,  and  the  recipient  thanked  the  members  in 
his  usual  homely  style.  A  collecting  box  presented  to 
the  Association  b3'  the  Latchford  Excelsior  Angling 
Society  was  accepted,  and  dm-ing  the  meeting  a  nice 
little  sum  was  put  into  it  for  the  stocking  fund. 
The  question  of  members  being  in  possession  of  more 
than  one  travelling  card  was  raised,  and  a  notice  of 
motion  was  given  : — "  That  members  belonging  to 
more  than  one  club  be  allowed  to  retain  one  card 
only."  The  admission  of  six  new  clubs  was  confirmed, 
and  these  have  been  added  to  since  by  the  inclusion  of 
an  old  Ashton  club,  the  Waltonian  Angling  Societ}'. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  9  next.  Our 
stocking  committee  safely  transferred  five  hundred 
very  fine  roach  to  the  canal  at  Poynton  on  Saturday 
last,  and  another  lot  are  expected  for  to-day  (Saturday). 
The  reports  from  our  various  waters  show  that  they 
fished  very  well  up  to  Jlarch  15,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  forthcoming  season  are  very  bright. 

ToM  Driver. 


HOLLOWAYS  PILLS  AND  OIXTMEXT  olTect  wonderful 
cures  of  bad  legs  and  old  wounds.  If  these  medicines  lie  used 
according  to  the  directions  which  are  wrappeil  l  ouiid  each  pot 
and  hox,  there  is  no  wound,  bait  leg,  or  ulcerous  sore,  hinvever 
obstinate,  but  will  yield  to  their  curative  properties.  Numbers 
of  persons  who  have  been  patients  in  the  large  hospitals  wit!  on 
deriving  benefit  have  been  cured  by  Holloway  s  ointment  fni 
Pills,  when  other  remedies  had  signally  failed.  For  glandrlar 
swellings,  tumours,  scurvy  and  diseases  of  the  skin  there  is  no 
medicine  that  can  be  used  with  so  good  an  effect,  and  thou^.. 
the  cure  is  rapid,  it  is  also  complete  and  pennanent. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  bij  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — "Hackett,"  of  Chertsey,  last 
week  landed  a  nice  jack  of  7Jlb.  Messrs.  Chambers 
and  Jones,  of  Chertsey,  on  March  14,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  perch. — J.  Y.  Eyre. 

  (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.)— The  coarse 

fishing  season  closed  on  Thursday  in  last  week.  The 
river  was  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  there  were 
biting  winds  one  or  two  days  in  the  week.  Several 
devotees  of  angling  determined  to  see  the  last  of  the 
season,  and  the  river  banks  were  dotted  with  perch, 
pike,  and  roach  fishers.  There  were  some  beautiful 
specimen  roach  taken  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  waters 
with  gentles  and  red  worm,  some  of  them  from  IJlb. 
to  nearly  21b.  in  weight,  and  in  nice  condition. 
Mr.  Hough,  in  the  Hart's  Weir  waters,  got  a  beautiful 
brace  of  pike,  one  of  them  141b.  and  the  other  about 
f  J'b.  Other  anglers  have  done  well  on  this  water. 
The  Thames  trouting  season  opens  on  Monday, 
April  1. — The  Eambler. 

Alaw  River  (Anglesey).  —  Master  Glynne 
Edwards,  amongst  a  good  basket,  had  a  brown  trout 
lib.  9oz.,  which  is  considered  the  best  fish  caught  so 
far.— W.  H. 

Ancholme  District. — The  coarse  fishing  season 
closed  very  well  on  the  Ancholme.  As  a  rule  there 
are  always  some  anglers  who  go  out  for  a  last  turn, 
and  this  season  they  were  well  rewarded.  A  good  pike 
of  131b.  was  taken  at  Brandywash  by  Mr.  R.  Booth,  of 
Barnsley,  and  anglers  from  Grimsby  also  got  some 
nice  pike  about  there.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  of  Brigg,  was 
very  successful  near  the  Engine  House,  and  got  roach 
above  lib.  and  bream  up  to  31b.  Trout  licences  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  local  agents. — T.  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).— The  last  day 
of  the  season  in  sunless,  steely  weather,  with  north- 
easterly wind,  few  roach  were  had,  although  many 
tried  their  luck,  but  the  pike  were  well  on  the  feed,  but 
small  ones — nine  fish  the  highest  catch  to  a  rod,  with 
sundry  three  and  four  fish  by  the  locks.  Waiting  now 
for  the  opening  day  in  June  ;  we  hope  to  meet  again 
many  old  faces  whipping  this  water  with  success. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Cambridge  anglers  will  keep 
a  strong  look  out  to  prevent  the  lodes  being  poached 
with  hoop-nets  during  the  next  month. — John  O. 
George. 

Builth  Wells. — River  in  order  for  both  salmon 
and  trout,  but  there  is  a  cold  east  wind.  A  few  salmon 
have  been  taken,  and  a  few  lost  trout  are  not  taking 
well. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).  —  The 
weather  has,  unfortunately,  again  turned  all  against 
angling,  being  bitterly  cold,  with  showers  of  hail  and 
sleet.  The  rivers  and  broads  are  in  very  good  colour 
and  height,  but  the  detestable  climatic  conditions  are 
enough  to  deter  anyone  from  roach  or  pike  fishing. 
With  the  advent  of  Easter  we  shall  probably  see  a 
considerable  number  of  rods  on  our  waters,  and,  though 
piking  will  be  falling  off  now,  the  most  conscientious 
angler,  as  a  rule,  need  not  scruple  to  fish  for  roach  in 
the  Norfolk  rivers  all  through  April,  as  they  rarely  show 
much  movement  towards  spawning  before  the  middle  of 
May  or  early  June.  A  propos  of  the  deterioration  of 
pike-fishing  in  our  public  waters,  I  noticed  a  strong 
commentary  on  my  remarks  of  last  week  in  the  shape 
of  a  string  of  miserable  little  jack,  about  mackerel 
size,  which  a  countryman  was  carrying.  How  can  we 
expect  big  fish  in  the  rivers  when  dozens  of  pikelets 
like  this  are  killed  off,  as  they  unquestionably  are  ? 
Trout-fishing,  where  obtainable,  will  ere  long  begin  to 
claim  the  attention  of  a  section  of  our  anglers,  but 
dace-fishing  is  seldom  of  much  account  before  Julv. — 
C. H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams.  —  Trout  fishing  in  all  the 
Cornish  rivers,  excepting  those  flowing  into  the 
Tamar,  commenced  on  March  16,  and  since  that  day 
more  severe  weather  has  not  been  experienced  for  the 
winter.  It  was  not  so  bad  on  the  Saturday,  and  in 
the  lower  stretches  of  the  Camel  Mr.  Verran  and 
other  Bodmin  fishers  had  some  very  fair  baskets. 
Higher  up  Mr.  Board  got  twenty-four,  and  others  had 
about  the  same  number.  The  trout  were  in  very  fair 
condition.  Peal  and  salmon  kelts  will  be  getting 
back  with- the  freshet  which  now  prevails. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).~A  large  number 
of  rods  have  been  on  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Staverton  and  Buckfast.  Of  the  former  Mr.  Salisbury 
has  being  doing  best.  On  Wednesday  he  had  a  nice 
basket  of  a  couple  of  dozen,  all  killed  with  Maxwell's 
Blue.  Many  rods,  however,  have  had  very  small  takes, 
or,  as  with  the  case  with  a  Yorkshire  gentleman,  an 
empty  creel.  Ten  nice  fish  fell  to  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green. 
Up  to  Tuesday  the  water  was  falling  and  clear,  but  a 
cold,  east  wind  has  checked  sport.  The  water  is 
big  again  to-day  (Wednesday),  with  the  snow  water 
from  the  moors.  There  have  been  reports  of  catches 
up  to  tihree  and  four  dozen,  but  these  fish  for  the  most 


part  were  small.  When  the  suns  warms  up  the  water 
and  the  wind  changes  to  S.  or  S.W.,  better  fish  will  be 
killed.  In  many  parts  of  the  Association  water  there 
are  plenty  of  trout,  but  the  rise  comes  on  during  brief 
periods  in  the  day.  Still  no  luck  for  the  rods  with 
salmon  I  Last  week  the  fish  killed  by  the  Weir  nets 
did  not  exceed  half-a-dozen,  although  some  good  truff 
were  taken.  On  Monday  the  aggregate  weight  was 
221b.— a  101b.  salmon  and  eight  beautiful  truff.  Best 
flies :  Maxwell's  Blue,  Blue  Upright  and  Half-Stone. 
Some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  moorland 
waters,  but  fish  run  somewhat  small. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torks.)— The  river  has  fined 
down,  and  is  now  (March  18)  in  good  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  weather  is  very  cold  and  looks  like  snow. 
— H. 

East  Yorkshire. — Saturday  was  not  quite  the 
kind  of  day  one  would  have  chosen  for  the  opening  of 
'  the  trout  season,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  bad  to 
deter  a  number  of  anglers  from  going  out,  and  con- 
sidering the  biting  wind  they  had  fair  success.  On 
the  streams  in  Pickering  district  some  nice  bags  of 
small  trout  were  made,  and  with  the  worm  a  lot  of 
trout  were  taken  from  the  moor  burns.  Trout  fishing 
does  not  commence  in  the  Derwent  until  the  middle 
of  April,  and  in  the  higher  water  (Lord  Derwent's)  not 
until  May.  The  most  successful  member  of  Scalby 
Beck  club  was  Mr.  Thompson,  who  got  three  brace  of 
trout  during  the  forenoon  on  the  fly.  Mr.  R.  Laugh- 
ton  had  a  brace.  Trout  are  well  forward  this  year, 
and  from  all  the  rivers  in  this  district  it  is  reported 
that  fish  seem  plentiful.  For  the  next  fortnight  the 
best  flies  will  be  Dark  Bloa,  Dark  Snipe,  and  Purple 
and  February  Red.  On  bleak  days,  if  there  is  a  bright 
sun,  a  big  Hare's  Lug  with  a  Gold  Rib  will  tempt 
trout  in  the  pools. — Blue  Dun. 

Bden  (Carlisle), — Last  week  the  river  was  in 
good  volume,  and  a  number  of  salmon  were  landed. 
Mr.  T.  Robinson  had  two  at  Wetheral,  111b.,  121b., 
and  three  on  the  Doctor's  Flat,  one  a  splendid  fish  of 
341b. ;  Mr.  A.  U.  Hove,  one  101b. ;  Mr.  T.  L.  Atkinson, 
one  121b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Pattinson,  one  81b.  In  the 
Corby  Water,  Mr.  Andrew  Lang  killed  one  101b. ; 
Captain  Hills  one  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Hallsey  one  17ilb. 
On  the  Doctor's  Flat,  Mr.  Eraser  Landsman  landed 
three,  201b.,  201b.,  171b.  At  Armathwaite  Mr.  Fletcher 
two,  221b.,  241b;  Mr.  J.  W.  Douellv  one  101b.  close  to 
Carlisle  ;  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Owen  one  181b.  in  the  Skinwith 
Abbey  water.  I  am  told  that  this  is  the  first  spring 
fish  that  was  ever  killed  with  the  rod  above  Arma- 
thwaite river  in  the  month  of  March.  So  much  for 
the  salmon  x^ass.  The  water  is  now  low  and  clear  and 
the  wind  north-east,  so  that  very  little  sport  is  likely 
till  there  is  a  change.  Hardly  any  fish  are  running 
from  the  Solway.  The  drift-net  fishermen,  who 
threaten  to  fish  without  licences,  have  not  yet  begun 
operations.  It  is  said  that  Sir  Robert  Reid  is  con- 
sidering their  grievances. — Silver-Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  advent  of  the  trout  season 
which  commenced  on  the  16th  has  been  ushered  in 
under  moderate  conditions,  inasmuch  as,  despite  the 
water  being  in  fair  trim,  cold  easterly  winds  and 
frequent  snow  showers  retard  the  operations  of  anglers. 
The  "  Pinkery  "  season  has  provided  only  poor  sport 
throughout,  the  number  of  fish  taken  being  very 
small,  though  better  could  not  be  anticipated,  con- 
sequent upon  the  unfavourable  meteorological  con- 
ditions which  have  been  prevalent.  Several  trout 
anglers  have  been  out  and  a  catch  or  two  are  reported, 
but  an  accurate  record  is  not  to  hand.  Should  the 
weather  improve  some  good  sport  should  be  obtained. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Wet  weather  returned 
once  more,  which  will  probably  put  river  off  colour 
for  day  or  two.  Good  sport  has  rewarded  the  lessees 
of  Salmon  Pool  Water,  about  a  dozen  springers  having 
been  landed  by  the  three  rods  during  the  past  few 
days,  Mr.  Moysey  getting  five  to  his  rod  in  one  day's 
angling.  Weights  as  follows :  171b.,  ll^lb.,  101b.,  91b., 
and  SJlb.  Among  the  successful  rodsters  on  the  Upper 
Exe  are  Capt.  Cooke,  Col.  Edgell,  Mr.  Crowson,  Mr. 
King,  and  Mr.  Barrington.  A  few  nice  dishes  of  trout 
have  been  made  both  from  Exe  and  Otter,  C.  Baker, 
Esq.,  scoring  five  and  a  half  brace  good  conditioned 
fish  on  latter  iriver,  on  the  Olive  Dun.  Other  good 
killing  flies  are  Blue  and  Red  Uprights,  Half  Stone, 
Blue  Dun,  and  March  Brown. — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Once  again  Fen  water  fishing  has  come  to  an  end.  The 
coarse  season  is  now  done,  and  anglers  will  have  either 
to  lay  up  their  tackle  in  lavender  or  seek  their  waters 
in  pastures  new.  It  is  something  to  say  that  the  last 
*veek  was  a  good  one,  both  with  those  who  used  the 
bottom  bait  and  those  of  the  trolling  rod.  Some 
capital  captures  were  recorded  for  the  Forty-foot  from 
its  outfall  near  Boston  up  to  Bourne.  At  the  lower 
end  a  visitor  from  the  Midlands  got  a  really  fine 
display  of  roach  up  to  lib.  each,  and  a  good  many  jack 
were  taken  with  live  bait.  A  similar  report  comes 
from  the  Billingborough  district,  and  we  have  also 
like  reports  from  the  slow  running  portion  of  the 
Welland.  Those  who  wish  for  angling  now  will  have 
to  move  higher  up  the  country.  There  are  plenty  of 
trout  in  the  high  waters  of  the  rivers, — Limpet. 


Frog-wy  Lake  (Anglesey).— Mr.  Jones,  the  N.  P. 
Bank,  Llangefni,  had,  last  week,  a  splendid  basket  of 
twenty-seven  trout,  apparently  averaging  Jib.,  taken 
with  a  fly,  from  a  boat,  on  this  source  of  the  Cefni 
river. — W.  H. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  district 
like  others  is  to  a  large  extent  useless  for  coarse  anglers 
for  the  next  three  months.  The  head  waters  of  both 
the  Idle  and  the  Ryton  are  noted  for  their  trout,  and 
in  the  former  there  are  still  a  good  many  grayling  in 
the  preserved  lengths.  Among  the  subscribers  to  these 
fishings  and  the  owners  of  private  waters  in  this  dis- 
trict there  are  complaints  regarding  the  importation  of 
colliers  to  the  locality.  Among  trout  colliers  work  as 
much  havoc  as  otters.  Then  there  are  a  good  many 
trout  in  the  waters  which  run  down  from  Sherwood 
Forest  to  the  Trent  on  the  south-eastern  side.  On  the 
south-western  side  however  the  havoc  of  the  colliers  is 
complete.  We  shall  not  hear  much  of  angling  in  the 
trout  waters  before  the  middle  of  April  and  the  begin- 
ning of  May.  Then  there  used  to  be  some  sport  among 
the  salmon  in  this  part  of  Nottinghamshire,  but  last 
year  we  fancy  scarcely  a  salmon  was  taken  by  the  rod 
and  line  in  the  whole  season.  What  few  fish  come  up 
the  river  now  make  their  way  to  the  spawning  grounds 
in  Staffordshire  as  quickly  as  possible  unless  the  river 
is  too  low. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Eodorgan,  Anglesey).— An  angler 
— name  not  given — had  a  fine  basket  of  twenty  fish, 
Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead,  eleven,  weighing  51b.,  and 
Master  Glynne  Edwards  nine— all  taken  last  week. 
Prospects  at  present  very  uninviting,  a  cold  east 
blizzard  sweeping  the  island.  Not  much  sport  to  be 
expected  till  the  wind  changes. — W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — During  the  past 
week  there  has  not  been  a  single  good  fishing  day. 
The  wind  has  kept  between  north  and  east,  it  has  been 
bitterly  cold,  and  the  surface  of  the  water  very  rough. 
On  the  13th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  six  (41b.  2oz.)  and 
Mr.  Pine  three  (21b.  5oz.).  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Malpass 
killed  eleven  (61b.  lOoz.),  Mr.  Pine  seven  (41b.  13oz.), 
and  Mr.  Hall  one  (12oz.).  On  the  15th  Mr.  Pine  killed 
twelve  (81b.  loz.),  and  Mr.  Malpass  thirteen  (81b.  5oz.). 
The  16th  was  too  stormy  for  any  fishing  to  be  done. 
The  18th  was  a  bitterly  cold  day,  but  Mr.  Malpass 
managed  to  get  eleven  (71b.  9oz.)  yesterday.  Another 
very  cold  day,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  six»(41b.  7oz.).  The 
fish  are  in  splendid  condition,  but  till  the  weather 
improves  big  baskets  can  hardly  be  expected.— Long 
Drift. 

Lea. — Sport  among  the  roach  has  been  greatly 
interfered  with  by  the  cold  and  boisterous  weather, 
and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Good  baskets  have 
also  been  scarce  ;  but  some  anglers,  finding  sheltered 
swims,  have  done  pretty  well.  I  can  hear  of  101b.  and 
61b.  baskets  of  roach,  some  of  the  fish  running  over 
lib.  The  rain  has  put  more  colour  into  the  river,  but, 
given  fine  weather  between  now  (Thursday)  and  the 
24th  inst.,  the  water  ought  to  be  found  in  order  for 
the  big  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  competition.  The 
Stort  is  now  closed  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  the  fence 
months  on  this  river  being  from  March  15  to  June  15, 
both  dates  inclusive.  It  has  been  one  of  the  worst 
seasons  known  on  the  Stort,  although  the  river  holds 
a  pretty  good  supply  of  fish.  Trout  fishing  opens  on 
the  Lea  on  May  1,  and  I  hope  to  give  later  on  some 
serviceable  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
feeding  fish. — Isaak  Walton. 

Leach  (East  Grloncestershire). — A  record  trout 
for  this  comparatively  small  stream  was  on  Saturday 
found  near  Eastleach,  evidently  having  been  killed  by 
an  otter.  It  weighed  5flb.,  would  have  been  a  good 
one  by  the  May  Fly.  River  in  good  order,  but  all  in 
private  hands.    Season  opens  April  1. — Pan. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  after  falling  very  slowly  were  just  coming  into 
order,  when  the  snow,  which  had  been  threatening  for 
many  days,  began  falling  yesterday  and  by  this  (Wed- 
nesday) morning  the  ground  was  covered  to  the  depth 
of  two  or  three  inches,  and  remains  on  the  uplands, 
with  every  indication  of  more  to  come.  When  this 
melts,  the  river  must  become  more  or  less  impregnated 
and  keep  trout  back  till  at  least  the  middle  of  the 
coming  week.  Glass  is  ilow  and  rather  inclined  to 
sink.    Wind  N.E.,  bitterly  cold.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  up  to  Tuesday  were  in  good  order  and  were 
running  clear  to  a  nice  level.  A  sudden  change  and 
cold  east  winds  brought  on  a  fall  of  snow  on  Tuesday 
night,  covering  the  ground.  It  is  melting  quickly, 
and  is  running  into  the  rivers,  and  they  will  have  a 
good  lot  in  them  by  Saturday,  which  will  be  against 
fishing,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  sport  being  had 
until  that  has  run  off.  Before  the  snow  a  few  rods 
were  out  with  fly  and  worm,  and  one  or  two  nice  trout 
landed,  but  sport  limited,  and  little  will  be  done  until 
we  get  warmer  weather.  The  Pinsley  clear  at  present. 
— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborough). — The  season  finished  very 
favourably  for  pike  fishing,  and  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  a  record  one  for  number  taken,  Mr. 
A.  Wilson,  Peterborough,  calculating  that  ho  has 
landed  more  than  a  hundred  pike  himself.  Mr.  Joe 
Asken,  Peterborough,  captured  a  very  nice  pike 
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weighing  about  101b.,  and  the  best  rudd  taken  in  the 
river  was  caught  on  Saturday,  and  scaled  21b.  lOioz. — 
E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers. — The  streams  have 
run  down  into  a  nice  fishing  state,  and  a  few  rods  have 
been  out  and  taken  fish  with  fly,  chiefly  with  that 
capital  early  pattern  known  as  Moss's  Cockwing  Dun. 
On  the  Blythe  trout  preferred  this  lure  to  March 
Brown  or  Blue  Dun.  Snow  has  fallen  this  last  two 
days,  and  the  north  wind  blowing  may  bring  more ;  at 
least,  it  plays  so  nastily  round  one's  ears  as  to  make  it 
improbable  that  many  will  visit  the  rivers  while  it 
lasts.  A  basket  of  211b.  of  perch  was  made  by  a  local 
angler  Just  prior  to  the  closing  of  the  season,  and  a 
few  pike  have  been  killed. — L.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week  has 
been  cold  and  bleak  with  easterly  winds,  and,  generally 
speaking,  unfavourable  to  anglers.  Nevertheless  a 
good  many  rods  have  been  at  work  every  day  and  trout 
have  been  taken.  '  The  catches  have  run  from  two 
brace  to  five  brace  per  rod,  the  fish  averaging  rather 
under  ^Ib.  each.  At  time  of  reporting  (March  20)  rain 
has  set  in  and  the  atmosphere  is  milder ;  we  may, 
therefore,  hope  for  good  fishing  from  this  wet ;  a  few 
mild  sunny  days  ought  to  bring  out  the  March  browns. 
Some  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Sidmouth  Junction. 
Tickets  per  day  or  month  may  be  purchased  from  Mr. 
Liley,  stationmaster.  The  fishing  extends  through 
two  farms,  and  may  be  said  to  be  decent.  It  is,  of 
course,  on  the  Otter. — Hebon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  running  down  to  their 
ordinary  level,  and  fishermen  are  getting  settled  down 
to  their  sport  in  real  earnest.  Several  very  nice  fish 
have  been  caught,  many  over  Jib.  each.  The  Meavy, 
Tavy,  and  Walkham  have  been  giving  very  good 
baskets,  whilst  on  the  Dart  fish  of  21b.  and  lib.  have 
been  pretty  common. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  in  fairly  good 
order,  but  the  biting  north-east  winds  that  have 
prevailed  this  week  have  prevented  anglers  from  trout 
fishing.  The  brooks  are  reported  to  be  well  stocked, 
and  as  soon  as  more  congenial  weather  is  experienced 
sport  should,  and  doubtless  will,  be  obtainable. — 
Hafeen. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  some  days  past  the  weather  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  been  most  inclement,  with  a  most 
bitterly  cold  and  piercing  wind  blowing  incessantly 
from  the  north-west,  accompanied  by  frequent  snow- 
storms. The  snow,  however,  does  not  remain  long  on 
the  ground,  but  finds  its  way  into  these  streams, 
rendering  them  quite  unfit  for  angling  even  if  the 
surroundings  were  more  propitious. — Vyestwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
season  for  coarse  fish  has  now  closed  on  most  rivers, 
and  trout  fishing  is  not  allowed  on  many  Sussex  streams 
until  May.  Most  of  the  water  in  West  Sussex  is  well- 
stocked,  and  fetches  a  goodly  rental — a  couple  of  rods 
and  fly  only  being  allowed,  and  all  fish  under  lib.  to 
be  returned  to  the  water.  A  few  of  the  small  streams 
hold  trout,  and  permission  may  be  had  for  the  asking. 
Trout  up  to  .Sib.  have  in  past  seasons  been  taken  from 
the  "  bunnies,"  as  they  are  locally  termed,  by  running 
a  single  hook,  baited  with  Maiden  Lob  or  Brandlings, 
through  the  arches,  but  the  bushes  and  general  di'bris 
renders  it  fishing  imder  difficulties.  The  Bother 
holds  a  few  good  trout,  at  and  above  Selham.  Some 
good  fish  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Ouse  above  Barcombe 
Mills,  and  in  the  tributaries,  and  a  few  fish  are  occa- 
sionally taken  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Aruu.  Good 
sport  among  the  smelt  may  be  obtained  in  the 
harbours  with  warmer  weather.— Geoege  P.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  cold  east  wind  has  not 
been  favourable  for  fishing,  and  only  one  here  and 
there  have  ventured  out.  The  largest  catch  I  know 
of  is  twenty-two.  The  rivers  are  up,  but  clear,  and 
when  these  cold  winds  cease,  they  will  be  crowded 
with  fishermen. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  A  good 
few  rods  were  out  on  Tuesday.  The  weather  has  not 
been  good  for  sport,  the  wind  being  in  the  east,  which 
prevented  natural  flies  coming  on.  On  Tuesday  night 
a  snowstorm  fell  which  covered  the  ground  on 
Wednesday  morning  three  inches  deep.  It  began  to 
melt  quickly,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  river 
will  be  full  of  snow  water,  which  will  be  against 
sport  and  will  take  some  days  to  run  off.  Before 
the  snow  there  were  a  good  few  anglers  out, 
who  used  fly  and  bottom  baits.  The  flies  used 
wer€  Red  Tag,  February  Red,  Cowdung,  Red 
Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Hardy  Brown, 
and  Iron  Blue,  and  some  fair  sport  was  had.  Bottom 
fishers  have  'Used  worm  with  success,  and  trout 
Jib.  and  fib.  each  were  landed.  On  Saturday  six  nice 
trout  were  taken  with  Cowdung  and  February  Red. 
With  the  worm  the  same  day  four  trout  were  landed. 
On  Monday  some  trout  were  caught  with  worm.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clim,  and  Ledwyche  were  in  good  order, 
but  the  fall  of  snow  has  upset  all  prospects  of  sport 
for  some  days. — S.  Lddlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning in  fair  order  for  angling,  and  has  been  since  last 
week ;  but  the  weather  has  been  bad  for  anglers  to  get 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


out,  a  strong  east  wind  blowing.  On  Tuesday  night 
we  had  a  fall  of  snow  which  had  been  threatening  all 
day,  and  that  is  now  melting,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
week  the  river  will  be  full  of  snow  water,  which  will 
take  some  days  to  run  off.  This  has  thus  set  a  check 
upon  fishing;  but  it  will  do  good,  as  the  trout  are  not 
in  a  forward  condition  yet.  A  few  rods  were  out  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  but  sport  was  limited,  and 
warmer  weather  is  wanted  before  much  good  will  be 
done.    The  Red  Ryre  and  Ledwyche  are  affected  by  the 

snow.  WOECESTEE. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire). — 

Trout  are  in  a  forward  state.  River  is  in  nice  order. 
Season  opens  on  Swan  Hotel  waters  on  Lady  Day, 
Monday,  March  25,  and  closes  on  Sept.  29.  Easter 
rods  are,  I  believe,  already  bespoke,  the  number  being 
limited.  The  Itchen  fario  introduced  (two-year-olds) 
have  thriven  wonderfully  well,  and  there  is  a  pretty 
show  of  trout.  Best  flies  for  opening — March  Brown, 
Pale-winged  Olive  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Dun. — 
Sheeey  Spinnee. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Fish- 
ing this  week  has  been  out  of  the  question  owing  to 
the  very  cold  easterly  winds.  Wednesday  morning  we 
had  about  two  inches  of  snow.  Last  week  several 
very  fair  baskets  were  caught  with  the  fly.  Dark  Blue 
being  a  favourite.  With  fine  mild  weather  now  trout 
fishing  ought  to  be  very  good. — Pontsbnny. 

Welland  (Stamford). — The  season  for  pike  fishing 
has  been  a  very  successful  one,  the  largest  fish  taken 
scaling  29  J  lb.  There  was  some  good  sport  at  Peakish 
during  the  last  day  or  two  of  the  season,  and 
Signor  Pepi,  of  "  quick-change  "  fame,  who  was  stay- 
ing at  Peterborough,  was  very  fortunate  in  catching 
several  good  pike,  one  being  a  fine  plump  fish  of  about 
131b.  Several  Peterborough  anglers  never  remember 
a  better  season  for  pike  fishing  in  these  waters. — 
E.A.S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid-Lincolnshire). — Angling  on 
the  Witham,  the  Sincil  Dyke,  Brayford  Pool,  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Barling,  Ean,  the  Bain  below 
Coningsby,  and  the  drains  about  Boston,  is  at  an  end 
for  a  time.  The  last  week,  from  all  reports,  seems  to 
have  been  a  good  one,  but  the  swims  about  Southery, 
Stixwold,  Tattershali,  Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke  have 
been  unavailable  for  the  roach  fishermen.  They  have 
gone  to  the  side  waters.  Lincoln  anglers  have  been 
doing  well  on  the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  many  fish  have 
been  landed  with  the  dew-worm  up  to  lib.  each.  One 
scaled  lib.  lOoz.  A  big  bream  of  61b.  has  also  come 
to  hand ;  this  is  suggestive  of  early  spawning.  Anglers 
have  been  doing  very  well  on  the  Bain.  One  angler 
got  151b.  of  roach  near  Kirkby  on  one  of  the  last  days. 
A  chub  was  also  landed  scaling  31b.  It  seems  anglers 
in  this  district  are  becoming  a  great  nuisance  to  the 
proprietors  of  private  fishings. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  trout 
season  on  those  portions  of  the  above  rivers  which  are 
imder  the  control  of  the  various  Associations  opens  on 
the  following  dates — namely:  on  the  Derwent,  Monday, 
March  25,  and  on  the  Wye,  Monday,  April  1.  The 
prospects  however  are  not  very  promising,  as  snow  fell 
heavily  yesterday  (Tuesday)  and  was  several  inches 
deep  this  morning.  There  is  yet  too  much  water  in 
these  rivers  for  the  fly.  Trout  are  beginning  to  show 
themselves  at  the  sides  of  the  streams,  and  a  few  have 
been  taken  from  public  and  private  waters  which  are 
under  no  Association.  These  were  in  very  fair  con- 
dition for  the  time  of  the  year.  Useful  flies  when  the- 
water  has  run  down,  Febrviary  Red,  March  Brown, 
Cockwinged  Dun,  and  Olive  Dun. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire). — Prom  one  end  to  the  other  of  our  big 
county  come  complaints  of  the  bitterly  cold  mid- 
winter-like weather  that  has  prevailed  daily  since  the 
opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  fierce  snowstorms 
and  piercing  north-east  winds  have  been  much  in 
evidence  ;  consequently,  but  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  trout  in  anything  like  decent  condition  have 
been  scarce.  I  have  not  seen  an  angler  up  the  Yore, 
and  the  distributors  of  trout  licences  for  this  river  and 
the  Swale  have  scarcely  issued  a  single  permit  up  to 
now.  I  hear  a  few  anglers  tried  the  fly  on  the 
Wharfe  on  the  opening  day,  but  it  was  far  from  an 
auspicious  commencement  owing  to  the  causes 
above  mentioned  and  the  almost  total  absence 
of  insect  life  on  the  water.  Since  Saturday  the  cold 
has  increased  in  intensity  and  dull  leaden  skies  with 
scarcely  a  glimpse  of  sunshine  is  what  we  have  ex- 
perienced. No  wonder  therefore  that  better  killing 
baits  have  been  found  in  the  "  Millers  Thumb  Devon," 
the  natural  minnow,  and  the  worm  fished  "  up  stream." 
A  few  rods  were  out  on  Saturday  in  the  Harewood 
district,   and    Mr.  J.  Piokersgill  caught  six  brace. 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  60  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  E,  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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and  considering  all  things  they  were  in  very  fair 
trim  ;  other  anglers  captured  a  brace  or  two  each. 
Mr.  Carter  Platts  writes  me  : — "  I  was  out  on  the 
Ilkley  length,  but  there  was  no  sport  with  fly.  The 
best  basket  I  saw  was  one  of  five  got  with  "  upstream  " 
worm  by  a  Leeds  man.  All  the  fly  I  saw  on  the  water 
were  a  few  watcrhen  blows  about  midday,  and  mie 
winter  brown.  I  had  thought  of  taking  another  turn 
to-day,  but  shall  not  do  so ;  I  don't  care  for  Arctic 
exploration  after  spring  trout.  As  I  write  a  little 
blizzard  is  playing  fine  games  outside."  Owing  to 
"  increasing  pollution  of  the  river,"  according  to  Mr. 
Francis  Darwen,  the  Otley  Angling  Club  will 
cease  to  exist  on  April  1.  The  Club  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  north  of  England.  Formed  nearly 
thirty  years  ago ;  fished  over  six  miles  of  water, 
chiefly  in  the  Farnlcy  Hall  Estate  ;  commenced 
hatching  trout  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  have 
hatched  from  1,000,000  to  1,500,000  fry  for  the  benefit 
of  their  length,  turning  in  yearlings  and  two-year-olds 
to  the  value  of  upwards  of  £400.  The  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Pratt,  one  of  Yorkshire's  veterans  of  the 
fly  rod,  has  held  that  position  ever  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  club,  and  has  personally  managed  the 
hatching  and  superintended  the  collecting  of  the  ova 
for  the  pure  love  of  it.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted 
that  such  an  old  and  honoured  association  should  be 
disbanded.  The  cold  has  been  intense  near  the 
source  of  the  Derwent,  and  trout  fishing  almost  out 
of  the  question  in  that  river  or  its  tributaries, 
and  next  to  nothing  has  been  attempted  in  the  Nidd. 
On  Saturday  Mr.  Foster's  keeper,  of  Stockfield  Park, 
captured  two  very  fine  otters  in  the  Crimple,  a 
tributary  of  this  river,  near  to  Spofforth.  Several 
Leeds  anglers  on  trout  fishing  intent  visited  Fewston 
Reservoirs  on  Saturday,  but  Messrs.  Arnold,  Richardson, 
Leach,  Hudson  and  Hinchliffe  only  met  with  moderate 
sport ;  and  matters  did  not  improve  on  Monday,  for  the 
total  catch  of  Messrs.  Pain,  Slater,  Jubb,  Foxoroft, 
Royston,  Livesey,  Rippin  and  Gunner,  was  but  ten  fish. 
Bottom  fishing  finished  up  fairly  well,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  pike,  roach,  etc.,  were  caught  on  Friday 
last  by  Mr.  Penwick  and  others  at  Hunsingore.  Trout 
fishing  so  far  at  Dacre  Banks  has  been  bad.  On  the 
concluding  day  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  three 
licensees  fished  Hornsea  Mere,  but  only  one  fish  was 
caught.  This  was  a  fine  pike  of  19Jlb.  captured  by  Mr. 
Schroeder.  On  the  same  day  an  angler  is  rexjorted  to 
have  taken  three  large  pike  in  the  Driffield  Canal,  the 
heaviest  weighing  24:1b.  A  number  of  pike  have  been 
taken  from  the  Pocklingtou  Canal,  but  they  have  run 
small.  Messrs.  Selkie,  Puniphrey,  and  Watson  finished 
up  the  pike  season  well ;  fishing  in  some  private  water 
they  basketed  144§lb.,  the  largest  fish  weighing  14 Jib. 
During  the  season  Mr.  Selkie  has  captm-ed  eighty-six 
pike.  As  I  write,  angling  prospects  are  poor.  Should 
the  weather  permit,  the  Dark  Needle  Brown,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Spring  Black,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Blue 
Hawk  will  all  kill  trout.  Last  Wednesday  on  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Tees  an  angler  killed  thirty-five  trout  on 
worm  and  fly,  the  flies  taken  being  Woodcock  and 
Orange,  and  Snipe  and  Orange.  Salmon  prospects 
good  on  Tees. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — These  rivers  are  now 
open  for  the  fly  all  down  the  line,  from  Eskdalemuir 
to  the  Solway,  and  from  the  source  of  Liddle  to 
Liddle  Foot,  where  it  merges  itself  in  the  Esk  at  the 
top  of  the  Willow  Pool.    Owing  to  the  new  arrange- 
ments in  course  of  being  carried  out  by  Sir  Richard 
Graham,  of  Netherby,  and  Lord  Lonsdale,  many 
anglers  of  a  first  calibre  will  this  season  be  fishing  i» 
Liddesdale,  away  up  by  Hermitage  Castle,  and  most 
anglers  who  proceed  to  that  district  had  better  glance 
over  "Guy  Mannering,"  one  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
masterpieces.    This  will  put  fishers,  especially  those 
hailing  from  the  big  "  village,"  in  tow  with  the  natives. 
Spring  salmon  are  still  scarce.  Most  of  them  have  sailed 
up  the  Eden,  where  they  are  being  caught.    The  kelts 
referred  to  in  our  last  river  report  have  mostly  fled 
down  to  the  Solway  where  the  whammle  nets,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  are 
to  be  in  the  Firth  again.     The  Annan  fishennen, 
acting  on  the  advice  of  Sir  Robert  Reid,  K.C.,  M.P., 
are  about  to  assert  their  right  to  fish  with  the  whammle 
net  in  the  Solway.    Applications  for  licences  have 
been  made  to  the  Eden  Board,  and  these  being  refused, 
in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Board,  the 
applicants  stated  they  would  fish  without  them.  That 
the  whammle  is  again  in  use  on  the  Scottish  side  is  a 
solid  fact.    Those  border  reivers  are  difficult  to  quell. 
The  weather  is  now,  of  course,  becoming  milder,  and 
in  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  anglers 
are  getting  ready.    John  Wiley  (Scottie)  the  prince  of 
ghillies,  has  already  buckled  on  his  armom-.    For  the 
benefit  of  anglers  I  might  mention  that  he  is  easily 
found  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  and  if  he  is 
not  at  hand,  Mr.  Sandy  Elder,  the  genial  landlord,  will 
very  quickly  find,  and  then  itwould  not  be  amiss  to  have 
a  talk  with  Mr.  Macaulay  Elder,  Mr.  Sandy's  stalwart 
son.    More  about  the  Liddle  anon.    Those  anglers 
proceeding  to  Langholm  had  better  call  upon  William 
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Douglas,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  who  will  be  an 
introduction  to  Mr.  Joe  Anderson,  the  emineut  flv 
dresser. — Gilnockie. 

^Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport  is 
now  improving.  During  the  patit  week  Mr.  John 
Mackenzie  Invercharron,  on  IHr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  had 
as  follows  : — On  Jlouday  two  salmon  of  61b.  and  7Jlb., 
on  Boat  Pool ;  and  on  Saturday  a  9-pounder  on  Bridge 
Pool,  and  cue  of  121b.  on  Boat  Pool.  Mr.  Young, 
London,  fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  caught 
two  nice  salmon  on  Braelangwell  water ;  and  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  on  Mr.  Copeland's  rod,  two  salmon  on 
Grinnard's  water.  Condition  as  to  weather  and  water 
are  pretty  fair. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  is  proving 
more  favourable  for  angling.  The  water  is  falling  and 
getting  into  cleaner  condition.  Some  fair  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  got,  but  very  few  salmon.  Keen 
frost  is  felt  at  intervals,  and  wai-mer  weather  is  re- 
quired for  anglers  enjoying  good  sport.  Since  the  fall 
in  the  river,  fish  are  ascending,  and  the  net  fishermen 
are  killing  more  salmon  and  trout  than  in  the  opening 
of  the  season.  On  the  coast  there  has  also  been 
an  improvement  at  most  of  the  stations.  The  sea 
is  very  rough  at  times.  On  Monday,  while  the  salmon 
fishers  were  engaged  putting  in  the  leaders  a  short 
distance  from  the  entrance  to  the  river  a  heavv  wave 
struck  the  coble  and  almost  filled  it.  By  the  force  of 
the  sea  one  of  the  fishermen,  named  James  Hay,  was 
washed  overboard,  striking  the  gunwale  of  the  boat. 
He  was  speedily  rescued.  On  being  taken  ashore  it 
was  found  that  several  of  his  ribs  were  broken,  and 
that  he  had  been  severely  bruised-.  On  Monday,  a  box 
of  salmon  of  1^  cwt.  left  for  the  London  market,  and 
another,  of  similar  dimensions,  on  Wednesday.  The 
salmon  are  gaining  in  size,  the  average  weight  being 
101b.  Trout  are  also  of  fair  size  and  averaging  over 
lib.  in  weight.  The  quality  is  also  good  and  prices 
advancing.— H.  W. 

Don  (Aberdeen).— On  the  Don  splendid  baskets 
of  finnock  (whitling)  are  being  creeled  on  the 
nether  reaches  by  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  Advocate, 
and  others,  principally  to  the  March  Brown  and 
the  Soldier  Palmer.  A  good  percentage  of  kelt  sea 
trout  have  been  met  with,  but  on  the  whole  the 
river  is  wonderfully  free  of  them  this  year.  The 
mouth  of  the  river  remains  much  silted  up,  which 
will  not  be  remedied  till  a  succession  of  heavy 
spates  be  met  with.  An  occasional  salmon  is  being 
got,  but  rods  are  few  and  far  between  and  anglers 
apparently  not  caring  to  try.  On  the  Burgh  Waters, 
Kintore  and  Inverarie,  a  good  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made 
about  Dyce  and  the  Parkhill  sections.  The  tidal 
reaches  are  well  patronised.  A  splendid  spring  netting 
has  been  had  at  the  mouth  and  coast.— The  Ythan 
is  getting  into  fine  fishing  trim.  Some  good  baskets 
of  sea  trout  and  finnock  were  made  last  week,  with  a 
good  sprinkling  of  "  slingers "  (spent  fish)  among 
them.  Of  course  the  slingers  were  carefully  returned. 
On  the  tidal  waters  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had 
both  from  bank  and  boat,  and  every  day  the  prospects 
are  brightening.  The  estuary  is  well  stocked  with 
fish.  The  Ugie.— On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  Ingram,  Mr. 
Taylor,  Mr.  Mackay,  and  others,  had  some  two 
hundred  finnock,  averaging  lib.,  and  a  good  few  sea 
trout  up  to  31b.,  chiefly  to  the  worm.  Some  sixty 
thousand  salmon  ova  have  this  year  been  deposited  in 
the  Pitfour  Hatchery,  and  as  far  as  gone  the  eggs  are 
healthy  and  doing  well. — G.  M. 

Kenmore  (Loch  Tay).— On  March  15,  Mr.  F. 
Stanton  killed  salmon,  191b. ;  ou  March  18,  Captain 
Graham-  killed  two  salmon,  151b.  and  101b. ;  on 
March  19,  Mr.  P.  Stanton  killed  salmon,  191b.  Loch 
in  good  ply.— William  Knight. 

Iiochness  (Foyers).- Fishing  on  March  14,  Mr. 
Tilston  killed  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  on  March  15 
one,  101b.,  and  another  6Jlb.  Fishing  on  March  16, 
he  had  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  another  81b.  (March  17.) 
— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  15,  Mr.  Menzies, 
Saltcoats,  landed  a  salmon,  171b.  ;  March  18,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Rose,  London,  landed  one,  181b. :  March  19, 
Mr.  C.  M.  Rose,  one,  191b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  On 
March  12,  Colonel  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  a 
salmon  of  171b.  on  Beat  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Christy,  Syre 
Lodge,  got  one  on  No.  6.  On  March  13  Mr.  Christy 
got  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1  ;  Mr.  Carpet,  Skelpeck 
Lodge,  caught  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2 ;  and  Mr. 
Laudale,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  March  14, 
Mr.  H.  E.  Christy  got  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  2,  and 
Mr.  Alison  Johnstone,  Skelpeck  Lodge,  three  salmon 
on  No.  4.  On  March  15,  Colonel  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
caught  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1,  Mr.  Ciiristy  one  on 
No.  8,  Mr.  Laudale  one  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Carpet  one  [ 
on  No.  4.    Weather  and  river  impioving. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — While  sport  is  brighten- 
ing on  the  mid-reaches  and  above,  it  is  slackening  oS. 
on  the  fairly  lower  reaches.  The  bulk  of  the  "  spring  " 
run  is  now  over,  and  till  the  April  fish  come  away 
anglers  must  depend  on  the  fish  already  in  the  river, 
and  the  few  that  may  occasionally  escape  the  Sunday's 
slap.    On  the  Braemar  waters  Colonel  Blackett  had  a 


nice  fish  of  81b.  on  Wednesday  last.  On  the  Ballater 
section  Mr.  C.  Griffith  and  party  have  completed  their 
spring  stage,  and  a  change  of  rods  will  now  take  place. 
On  the  Dinnet  section  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes  and  party 
have  had  three,  four,  and  five  fish  daily,  and  Mr. 
Montgomerie  two  and  three  daily 'on  the  Glentana 
section,  scaling  up  to  161b.  On  the  Aboj-ne  reaches 
sport  is  still  very  good  indeed.  Here  Mr.  Russell  had 
three  of  81b.  and  two  of  81b.  and  91b.,  Mr.  Hanley  one 
of  131b.,  Mr.  Ward  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  on  the  Castle 
waters;  Mr.  Clayley  two  of  81b.  and  111b.,  and  Major 
McBean  two  oi  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Kincardine 
section  sport  has  been  anything  but  bright.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Deverell,  on  the  Dess,  closed  his  month  with 
two  fish,  while  Mr.  Charles  L.  Hay  had  one  of  81b. 
On  the  Lodge  water  Lord  Garriooh  landed  one  of  81b., 
while  the  Hon.  W.  Brooks  had  three  on  the  Borrow- 
stone  section  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  the  Ballogie 
water  the  Rev.  H.  V.  Hare  had  two  of  61b.  and  181b., 
and  Mr.  S.  V.  Hare  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  while  Nicoll 
had  one  of  lO^lb.  on  Mrs.  Pickering's  water.  On  the 
Woodend  water  Messrs.  Burrows  and  Barron  have  had 
an  excellent  month's  fishing,  and  so  have  Captain 
Gaskell  and  Mr.  Davidson  on  the  Inchmarlo  waters. 
On  the  Sluie  water  Mr.  Fould  creeled  three  fish  of 
average  weights. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Hotel  Waters,  via  Lairg,  IT.B.).— On 
March  2,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hartley,  Argyllshire,  was  out  from 
the  Balnagown  Arms  and  landed  a  salmon  of  8^1b.  on 
Narrows.  On  March  5  he  caught  a  ten-pounder  on 
Rock  Pool,  and  one  of  91b.  on  Stone  Pool.  On  March 
11  the  same  angler  landed  another  salmon  of  91b.  on 
Stone  Pool.  On  March  12,  Mrs.  Hartlev  caught  an 
eight-pounder  on  Rock  Pool,  and  Mr.  Hartley  one  of 
171b.  on  Stone  Pool ;  this  was  the  heaviest  fish  to 
date.  On  March  13,  Mrs.  Hartley  landed  one  of  71b.  on 
Rock  Pool.  On  March  15,  Mr.  C.  H.  Alston,  Ayrshire, 
got  an  eight-pounder  on  Washerwoman's  Pool.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran).- Anglers  from  the  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  have  been  getting  good  sport  since  last 
reported,  but  full  details  are  not  to  hand.  Last  week 
several  fine  fish  were  got. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  been  of  a  dis- 
appointing nature  on  the  Border  rivers  this  week. 
There  has  been  a  cold  snap  of  frosty  weather,  with 
north-east  winds  blowing  since  Monday,  and  salmon 
have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly.     A  fall  of  snow 
occurred  on  Tuesday  in  the  upper  districts  of  Dum- 
friesshire and  Galloway,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  hills  retain  a  wintry  look.    Spring  salmon  have 
not  been  running  so  freely  in  the  Firth  this  week, 
though  the  nets  continue  to  take  odd  ones  in  the 
Annan    district.      With   the    river   low   and  clear 
few  rods  have   attempted   using  the  salmon  fly. 
Until  there  is  a  fall  of  rain  to  freshen  the  rivers  again 
no  improvement  in  spring  salmon   fishing   can  be 
expected.    The  following  is  a  brief  note  of  the  sport 
on  the  difl'erent  waters  of  this  district ;  The  Annan. — 
Nothing  has  been  done  on  this  river  since  last  report. 
A  few  kelt  salmon  have  been  landed  by  different  rods 
and  returned  to  the  water.    Spring  salmon  appear  to 
be  scarce  and  have  not  been  seen  rising  in  any  of  the 
different  reaches.    Pike  seem  to  be  increasing  in  some 
of  the  stretches,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom, 
of  Mount  Annan,  is  endeavouring  to  keep  them  under 
in  his  portion.    With  the  live  bait  the  other  day  he 
took  five  jack  in  a  short  time.    There  are  reports  that 
pike  are  getting  numerous  in  the  Blackpool  of  North- 
field.    An  attempt  was  made  at  netting  out  pike  two 
years  ago,  but  very  few  were  taken  by  the  bailiffs  who 
worked  the  draw  net.  No  anglers  in  the  lower  or  middle 
reaches  have  fished  for  yellow  trout  so  far,  and  probably 
will  not  do  so  until  the  beginning  of  April.  Yellow 
trout  in  the  Border  rivers  are  not  in  condition  until 
after  Easter.    One  or  two  rods  have  been  out  trout  fish- 
ing in  the  higher  reaches,  but  the  catches  were  small. 
In  the  Eden  ,water  Mr.  Dees,  of  Northfield,  Annan, 
killed  three  spring  salmon  on  Thursday,  of  241b.,  151b., 
and  101b.  each  respectively,  in  the  portion  below  Coot- 
hill.  The  Nith. — This  Dumfriesshire  river  has  given  no 
sport  to  the  rods  since  the  season  for  angling  opened. 
There  is  snow  on  the  higher  hills  and  the  cold  north 
winds  have  been  against  fish  rising.    The  Mid  Niths- 
dale  Angling  Association  have  recently  been  stocking 
their  portion  with  several  thousands  of  yearling  trout 
from  the  hatcheries  of  Howietoun,  Stirling,  and  good 
sport  should  be  had  at  Thornhill  by-and-by.    One  or 
two  rods  have  been  out  in  the  Sanquhar  portion,  but 
trout  were  found  to  be  in  poor  order.     The  Galloway 
BiVEBS. — No  sporting  notes  come  from  these  rivers 
this  week,  beyond  information  that  nothing  is  doing 
there  at  present.     Aybshire  Watees. — Angling  is 
very  quiet,  and  few  rods  have  been  out  since  Monday 
owing  to  the  cold  temperatui-e.    There  has  been  no  fly 
on  the  waters.    More  seasonable  weather  is  now  wanted 
to  bring  the  yellow  trout  into  condition  for  the  Easter 
holidays.    The  lochs  of  the  district  have  not  been  fished 
yet.  The  Derwent. — This  river  is  running  low  and  clear 
this  week  and  nothing  is  doing  on  any  of  the  waters. 
Several  rods  have  been  out  trout'  fishing,  with  poor 
results.   In  the  Solway  sea  trout  have  not  commenced 
to  migrate,  but  they  are  due  in  a  few  days.  The 
lessees  and  fishermen  expect  the  first  sea  trout  at 
the  beginning  of  the  coming  week. — Heatherbell. 


Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

The  rivers  here  are  now  very  low  and  clear  and  takes 
very  small,  some  of  the  best  stretches  of  fishing  being 
blank  for  the  week.  The  weather,  I  think,  has  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  it,  so  many  changes— bright 
sunshine  one  day  and  bitter  cold  and  hail  and  snow 
the  next.  On  the  Ednam  House  water  Mr.  Jas.  Tait 
has  done  very  well,  considering  the  low  state  of  the 
river.  On  the  13th  he  had  one  of  101b.,  on  the  14th 
two,  91b.  and  101b.,  on  the  15th  one  of  51b.,  16th  one 
of  91b.,  on  the  18th  this  stretch  fished  blank,  on  the 
19th  one  of  71b.,  also  landing  a  unspawned  female 
with  a  touch  of  disease  on  it.  On  the  Hendersvde 
water  on  the  16th  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  two,  131b.  and 
101b. ;  on  the  Floors  lower  water  Mr.  J.  Gibson,  on  the 
18th,  had  one  very  nice  fish  of  101b.,  also  landing  six 
kelts.  On  the  upper  reaches  very  little  has  been  done, 
the  only  catch  to  hand  being  on  the  Pavilion  water] 
on  the  14th.  Miss  Jean  Neitch  landing  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  lOJlb.,  with  tide  lice  on  it ;  on  Floors  upper, 
on  the  13th,  Mr.  Fullerton  had  one  of  101b.,  on  the 
19th  Mr.  Leaf  one  of  101b.,  and  on  the  same 
date  Mr.  Wm.  Hendry  one  of  121b.  On  the  Teviot 
Mr.  Adam  Elliot  has  had  splendid  sport ;  on  the  15th 
he  had  two,  SJlb.  and  71b.,  also  landing  three  kelts; 
and  on  March  18  two  salmon  81b.  and  71b.,  arid  a  bull 
trout  of  61b.  This  gentleman  in  five  days'  fishing  on 
public  water  has  killed  seven  salmon,  two  bull  trout, 
and  landed  sixteen  salmon  kelts  and  one  grilse  kelt— 
almost  a  record  for  the  Teviot.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  little  indulged  in  owing  to  the  cold  winds. 
Mr.  E.  Bond,  on  Teviot,  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout  on 
March  19  of  51b.,  the  same  gentleman  having  nine 
grayling  weighing  111b.    If  the  weather  would  keep  a 

little  warmer  trout  fishing  will  be  in  full  swhig.  

Maxwhebl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge,  co.  Antrim).— Since  the 
season  opened  on  INIarch  1,  nothing  was  done  about 
here  till  the  12th  inst.,  when  William  M'Elwy  killed 
five  nice  trout  from  ^Ib.  to  21b.  each.  Since  then 
some  trout  have  been  creeled,  but  nothing  like  the  usual 
March  trouting  has  been  done  so  far.— J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).  —  The  east  wind  has 
been  much  against  anglers  for  the  past  few  days.  On 
the  Carrigmore  water  Colonel  Barclay  had  three, 
81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  at  Enniskeane  ;  Mr.  Cotton,  three; 
Mr.  R.  Shorten,  two,  7Jlb.  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Murphy,' 
one,  lljlb.  At  Dunmauway,  Mr.  E.  Browning,  one,' 
81b.  ;  at  Innishannon,  Mr.  Frewen's  fisherman,  one, 
101b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyle.  —  Weather  here  since  March  17  so  bad 
that  there  is  no  fishing.  Very  fair  sport  was  had 
previous  to  this  change.  Mr.  Wills  had  the  largest 
trout  of  the  season,  a  beauty  of  7|lb.,  killed  on  Lough 
Key.  The  best  day's  fishing  so  far  was  had  on  Gard 
on  the  17th.  Three  boats  had  sixteen  trout,  largest 
51b. ;  they  also  had  several  pike,  largest  141b.  Water 
in  grand  order  if  we  got  rid  of  this  north-east  storm. — 
G.  Tavloh. 

Belfast  and  District.— No  rain  fell  since  last 
report  to  soften  the  chilly  easterly  winds  which  still 
prevail,  to  the  great  grief  of  trout  fishers.  Very  little 
was  done  this  week  on  the  local  rivers,  and  on  the 
dams,  although  several  expert  anglers  were  out  they 
did  little.  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  on  Saturday,  had  a  fish 
or  two  on  Woodburn  Dam.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that  the  rainbow  trout,  placed  in  the  Woodburn  Dams 
in  1896,  have  bred,  although  the  spawning  ground  is 
very  limited.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  first  recorded 
instance  of  rainbows  breeding  in  Irish  waters.  If  not, 
I  would  be  obliged  for  any  authenticated  previous  in- 
stance. A  fine  251b.  pike  was  on  view  in  the  windows 
of  Messrs.  Sawers,  High-street,  this  week.  It  was 
caught  in  a  Co.  Cavan  lake. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (CO.  Cork).— Some  very  fine  fish  have 
been  taken  during  the  past  week.  On  Carysville  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  the  Hon.  Capt.  Greville  have 
been  having  good  sport ;  also  J.  W.  Logan  on  the 
Mocollop  fishery.  At  Killavullen,  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove 
Annesley  had  a  record  day  on  the  14th  inst.,  landing 
three,  321b.,  241b.  and  15|lb.,  and  on  the  15th  inst.  two, 
29Jlb.  and  251b.  Colonel  Longfield  also  had  two,  181b. 
and  251b.  This  shows  what  an  amount  of  good  Lord 
Warwick's  scheme  for  the  preservation  of  the  river  is 
doing. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — Harsh  weather  has 
continued  during  the  past  week,  wind  from  north-east 
and  very  cold.  The  river  is  now  getting  into  fair  fish- 
ing order.  Mr.  W.  Despard  landed  two  spring  salmon, 
on  March  13  and  15,  weighing  121b.  and  111b.  respec- 
tively. A  good  run  of  salmon  continues  in  the  river, 
and  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  milder  some  good 
sport  will  be  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Son. 

Erne. — A  fair  lot  of  trout  was  taken  by  anglers  at 
Belleek  during  the  past  week.  The  river  still  con- 
tinues in  flood,  but  is  now  quite  clean  and  fishable  in 
many  places. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Eillarney. — Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  been 
backward  since  last  report,  but  is  showing  an  im- 
provement at  time  of  writing.  The  weather  is  now 
more  seasonable,  and  the  prospects  for  the  jaext  few 
days  are  good. — T.  J.  D. 
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Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  the 
following  fish  have  been  taken :  on  Williams  water 
(Macroom)  Captain  Pulley,  8^1b.,  91b. ;  on  Lord 
Bandon's  water,  Colonel  Trotmau,  one,  81b.,  Captain 
Warren,  one,  81b. ;  on  Warrenscourt,  J.  A.  Jameson, 
four,  81b.,  111b.,  121b.,  131b.  ;  on  Oak  Grove,  G.  M. 
levers,  three,  101b.,  141b.,  221b.  ;  on  Nettleville,  H. 
Welch  Thornton,  four,  91b.,  91b.,  121b.,  161b.,  Captain 
Beamish,  two,  7^1b.,  9Jlb. ;  on  Rooves  fishery,  J. 
BuUen,  two,  6^1b.,  141b. ;  on  Clashanem,  Samuel 
Haynes,  17th  inst.,  three,  7^1b.,  121b.,  141b.;  on 
Cronody,  R.  Dunscombe,  one,  61b.  ;  on  Mr.  Bass's 
fishery,  Carrigrohane,  Douglas  Graham,  four,  61b., 
71b.,  81b.,  81b. ;  on  "  Connell's,"  Carrigrohane,  J. 
MoAulifi,  fqur,  91b.,  101b.,  101b.,  151b.  ;  at  the  Water- 
works, J.  O'Donnell,  one,  6^1b.  Bitter  cold  east 
wind  has  just  set  in,  which  will  not  improve  angling. 
River  in  good  order. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  has  not  been  good,  though  the  weather  on  the 
whole  has  been  favourable  enough.  The  following  are 
the  details  since  last  report.  March  12,  Meaghter 
Healy,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  March  14,  Major  G.  Cresswell, 
Butler's  Arms  Hotel,  one,  12^1b.  ;  March  15,  Denis 
Currane,  one,  91b. ;  March  16,  Major  Cresswell,  one, 
20Jlb.  (the  heaviest  fish  had  this  season  so  far)  ; 
March  17,  Denis  Currane,  one,  101b. ;  March  18,  Major 
Cresswell,  Butler's  Arms  Hotel,  two,  ll^lb.  and  91b. 
Weather  colder  at  time  of  writing  and  prospects  not 
improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  and  Corrita. — Fishing  in  above 
waters  continues  good.  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Allix  are 
making  good  baskets  of  trout,  and  some  large  pike 
have  been  taken  trolling.  Mr.  Varty  has  been  very 
lucky,  getting  from  four  to  six  trout  every  day  on  "  Kill 
Devil,"  l§in.,  weighing  from  81b.  to  121b.  With  a 
change  to  soft,  mild  weather,  trout  will  begin  to  rise 
with  the  fly.  With  favourable  spavming  season,  and 
rivers  well  preserved.  Lough  Mask  is  full  of  trout. — 
J.  A.  J. 

Lough.  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  the  few 
anglers  who  were  out  met  with  fair  success.  Mr.  T.  A. 
landed  a  fine  fresh  run  151b.  salmon  on  March  15,  and 
another  weighing  101b.  on  March  18,  and  Mr.  McGorry, 
took  a  beautiful  fresh  run  salmon  of  101b.  on  same 
day.  Captain  F.  W.  Jones  took  a  niunber  of  nice  trout 
on  the  lake  on  March  16,  largest  21b.  weight.  Some 
more  fresh  run  salmon  were  hooked  by  other  anglers 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week.  As  the  run  of 
salmon  through  Bundrowes  River  to  Lough  Melvin 
continues  steadily,  some  fine  sport  is  now  certain  to  be 
had  on  Lough  Melvin. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Not  for  many  years  has  the 
spring  pullen  fishing  been  so  good  on  Lough  Neagh. 
Very  large  takes  of  fish  have  been  made,  and  as  the 
prices  from  London  and  elsewhere  are  good  and  firm, 
the  fishers  are  enjoying  a  very  remunerative  business. 
Trout  netting  is  rather  indifferent,  though  some  fish 
up  to  71b.  and  81b.  have  been  taken.  They  are  hardly 
yet  in  condition. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  river  and  loughs  now  in  good  order, 
but  the  cold  N.E.  wind  prevents  good  sport.  Mr. 
Simson  on  the  river  landed  several  kelts  and  lost  two 
springers. — R.  H.  Heahns. 

Quoile  (County  Down). — The  Quoile  is  in  fair 
order  for  the  fly,  but  the  weather  is  greatly  against 
sport.  On  Tuesday,  fishing  the  Annacloy  sections, 
Mr.  J.  Rudwick  killed  three  trout  averaging  21b.  each. 
A  little  rain  would  do  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— Sport 
this  week  has  been  very  poor,  but  then  the  weather 
has  been  as  bad  as  anything  I  remember  on  the 
Shannon.  Bitterly  cold  north-east  winds  that  would 
"perish  an  anchor,"  as  old  salts  say,  and  bright  sun- 
shine. The  water,  however,  is  now  in  perfect  ply,  and 
certain  to  keep  so  for  some  time,  so  that  there  is  every 
expectation  that  things  will  turn  out  favourable  in 


.April.  The  Lewises  have  taken  a  good  many  pike  on 
Lough  Derg  recently,  two  of  the  largest  weighing 
201b.  each.  T.  and  .J.  Grimes  killed  on  my  water, 
under  the  Weir-wall  on  Friday,  a  springer  of  151b. 
On  same  day  one  of  the  fishermen  got  another  of  2011;., 
and  one  of  101b.  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. —  S.  J. 
Hublky. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass  Mr.  G. 
G.  Williams  killed,  March  16,  one  salmon,  131b.  ; 
March  18th,  two  salmon,  161b.,  341b.  On  Prospect  the 
fishermen  killed  March  16,  one  salmon,  271b.  On 
Newgarden  the  fishermen  killed  March  14,  one  salmon, 
91b.,  March  15,  one  salmon,  241b.  On  Woodlands  Mr, 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  March  13,  one  salmon,  301b. 
On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  March  16,  one 
salmon,  151b.  On  the  Worldsend  the  fishermen  killed 
March  13,  one  salmon,  131b. — John  Bnkight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Switzerland  (Veytaux).  —  Passing  over  the 
Vaudois  water  to-day,  I  thought  it  seemed  to  have  a 
"  sickly  sad  uncertain "  look,  so  went  on  to  the 
Stockalper  and  fished  it  from  Vouvry  to  near  Bouveret ; 
the  water  was  in  good  order,  the  air  calm  and  balmy, 
no  bise  blowing,  and  the  trout  "  alive  and  smiling."' 
Within  ten  minutes  a  hungry-looking  fellow  of  over  a 
pound  rose  savagely,  played  fairly,  and  came  to  net  in 
good  style  ;  five  or  six  others  followed,  some  not  quite 
so  large,  but  beautiful  silvery  or  yellow  fish,  and  two 
or  three  large  ones  did  not  come  quite  far  enough.  A 
few  others  were  too  small  to  take.  There  were  good 
fits  of  rising  on  all  day  at  the  small  duns,  but  the  best 
fish  were  all  taken  with  a  fairly  sizeable  Coch-y-Bondhu; 
the  small  duns  made  the  day  lively  with  rises,  yet  the 
serious  business  fell  to  the  larger  artificials.  Mr. 
Sandeman  was  on  the  Vaudois  the  same  day  fishing 
with  dead  minnow  ;  the  water  was  rather  low,  but 
there  was  a  good  rise  of  dun  flies,  and  he  got  four  or 
five  good  fish,  the  largest  rather  over  21b.  Another 
gentleman  went  to  Aigle,  further  up  the  same  stream, 
but  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  We  look  for  a  good 
week  now  opening  (March  16). — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

North-East  Coast. — Codling  fishing  on  this  coast 
is  over  for  the  season.  An  odd  fish  may  be  taken,  but 
the  bulk  of  them  have  gone  to  the  great  breeding- 
ground — the  Dogger '  Bank.  This  week,  owing  to 
strong  easterly  gales,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  angle 
from  the  rocks,  but  as  soon  as  the  heavy  sea  which  is 
now  running  goes  down  there  will  be  good  fishing 
amongst  the  dabs  and  plaice.  For  a  couple  of  months 
or  so  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  wrong,  as  the  young 
plaice  are  inshore  feeding  in  great  numbers.  I  never 
remember  seeing  so  many  plaice  taken  in  trots  by 
amateur  anglers  as  I  did  last  week  in  Filey  Bay.  All 
along  the  coast,  from  Humber  to  Tweed,  the  reports 
are  identical — plenty  of  flat  fish. — Blub  Dun. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  rather  cold 
during  the  week  for  pier  fishing,  but  nevertheless 
several  fishermen  have  been  out  daily.  Some  nice 
pollack  have  been  caught  from  the  various  wharves, 
and  some  school  bass  and  mullet  from  the  Promenade 
Pier.  Those  who  have  been  fishing  from  boats  have 
had  better  sport,  and  the  fish  have  been  much  larger. 
A  large  school  of  bass  has  been  caught  by  the  seine  at 
"  Sennen  Cove  "  to  the  westward  numbering  about 
10,000.— William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  have  had  but  very 
poor  sport  for  some  weeks  past,  but  are  now  getting 
small  plaice  and  billet.  Long  line  fishermen  are 
taking  cod  and  ling. — H. 


IReports  from  Clubs, 

Reports  [to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  Oak, 
Coborn  Arms,  Coborn-road,  Bow,  on  Monday  next, 
March  25,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance. — 
G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District).  On 
March  14  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was  given  to 
to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society.  On  the  roll 
call  thirteen  clubs  were  well  represented,  their  A.  B. 
box  containing  £7  5s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Elgin  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Grasshopper, 
Kennington  Park  Road,  on  April  23. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting  List). 
— A  return  visit  was  paid  to  the  Islington  Brothers  on 
March  18.  On  the  roll  call  the  following  thirteen 
societies  responded  ;  Amicable  Waltonians,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Islington  Brothers,  North  London,  Original 
Clerkenwell,  St.  John's,  Wenlock,  Cambridge  Heath, 
Camden,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Elgin,  Amicable  Brothers, 
and  Allason  United.  Next  visit  to  North  Loudon. 
Date  later.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  —  Ben 
Abrahams. 


Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
The  quarterly  night  was  on  the  20th,  when  officers 
were  elected.  Our  Anglers'  Association  delegates' 
report  was  passed,  and  then  thanked.  Messrs.  Lapham 
and  E.  Jackson  were  in  the  Hertford  district  on 
March  17,  but  the  wind  put  a  stop  to  their  fishing. 
Mr.  Head  will  introduce  some  new  members  for  the 
new  season,  June  next.  We  thank  this  gentleman.— 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury.  —  Wo  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  when  business  of  import- 
ance was  transacted.  A  smoking  concert  for  the 
A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  .\pril  29. 
Secretaries  of  other  societies  please  note. — G.  Havxes. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — .\  general  meeting 
will  take  place  on  April  2  for  alteration  of  rules; 
members  wishing  to  make  any  alterations  must  give 
notice  in  writing.  There  will  also  be  a  general  meeting 
on  April  9  to  hear  the  balance-sheet  read  and  for  the 
election  of  officers. — A.  De.jonge. 

Bermondsby  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — We  take  a  visit  on 
the  South  London  list  on  April  2,  at  the  above  address. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and 
friends.  Hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  our  members 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  24th. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — I  hope  all  members 
will  still  continue  to  attend  regularly  on  meeting 
nights,  as,  although  the  close  season  is  now  on,  there 
is  still  a  lot  of  important  business  to  attend  to.  One 
thing,  I  am  after  a  two-and-half  mile  stretch  of  water 
(full  of  good  fish),  and,  if  I  get  it,  our  club  will  have 
the  sole  right  of  fishing  it.  I  had  the  honour  to 
occupy  the  chair  at  the  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
Angling  Society  on  Thursday  last.  A  numerous  com- 
pany was  present,  including  ten  members  of  the 
Blenheim.  I  saw  the  grandest  A.B.S.  box  of  the 
season  opened,  and  we  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbdry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.  — On  March  17,  Mr. 
C.  Davis  weighed  in  roach,  21b.  and  7^oz.  Mr.  J. 
Young,  Mr.  T.  Davis,  and  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach. 
Secretaries  will  greatly  oblige  by  settling  up  for 
A.B.S.  concert  programmes. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  —  Mr.  F. 
Randall  presided  at  our  meeting  last  Tuesday.  The 
chairman  read  the  delegates'  report,  which  was  a 
capital  one.  In  response  to  the  proposition  of  raising 
a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  views  of 
local  clubs  as  to  the  stocking  of  the  Chelmer,  Mr. 
Dick  Wells,  the  secretary  of  the  Limehouse  Pisca- 
torials,  informs  us  that  he  is  willing  to  assist,  and 
offers  their  capital  clubroom  for  meeting  purposes  on 
any  night.  Mr.  E.  Papworth  secured  Brother  C. 
Parmenter's  prize  on  March  17.  Mr.  H.  Kelly 
received  the  President's  prize  (Mr.  J.  Powles  West) 
and  suitably  acknowledged  same.  Tuesday  next  is  our 
annual  general  meeting. — A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  March  17  a  good  number  of 
members  were  out  visiting  difi^erent  parts  of  the  Lea, 
but  only  two  returned  with  fish,  namely,  Mr.  R.  Nursey 
and  Mr.  H.  Everett,  both  with  roach.  Don't  forget 
the  March  24  match,  between  members  who  enter 
A.B.S.  Competition.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  business 
on  Tuesday  last,  I  have  to  announce  with  regret  that 
the  reading  on  the  Suffolk  Stour,  promised  by  Mr. 
R.  Hubbard,  had  to  be  postponed  till  a  later  date. 
Next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly  night. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Central  Angling  Association,  Liverpool. — The 
match  fished  at  Chester  on  March  10  resulted  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Spruce,  first ;  Mr.  Watkins,  second ;  and 
Mr.  Meighen  takes  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish 
caught.  The  river  was  in  flood  and  large  catches 
were  not  the  order  of  the  day.  The  match  on  March 
14  at  Bangor-on-Dee  was  well  attended,  and  fair 
baskets  was  the  result.  The  first  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  R.  Fletcher  ;  Mr.  T.  White,  second  ;  I\Ir.  Sander- 
son, third ;  and  Mr.  Barrat,  fourth.  Mr.  Boulter 
takes  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish  caught.  After  the 
weigh  in  a  large  number  sat  down  to  a  well  served 
dinner,  provided  by  Host  Radclift'e.  Jlr.  T.  White 
takes  first  prize  for  the  heaviest  pike  weighed  in  for 
the  monthly  competition.  Mr.  Meighen  had  on 
exhibition  at  the  club-house  a  splendid  basket  of  perch 
taken  from  the  Dee  at  Rossett— the  three  largest 
weighed  as  follows  :  21b.  5oz.,  lib.  ooz.,  and  14oz. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  On 
the  13th  inst.  i\Ir.  J.  Willgoss  weighed  in  4Jlb.  of 
roach.  The  remaining  prizes  left  over  in  the  consola- 
tion match  will  be  competed  for  in  the  Lea  on 
March  24.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — At  the  annual  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  last  the  balance-sheet  was  presented, 
showing  a  good  balance  in  hand.    The  following 
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officers  were  elected  for  the  eusuiug  year  : — Chairman, 
Mr.  E.  C.  Stanley ;  treasurer,  Mr.  E.  A.  Down ;  secre- 
tary, Mr.  F.  Bishop ;  deputy  secretary,  Mr.  C. 
McLachlan  ;  scalesman,  Mr.  "W.  Sheppard ;  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Lomence,  Spencer,  H.  Crowther,  T.  and 
J .  Passmore.  .\fter  comparing  privileges  it  was  car- 
ried that  the  club  in  future  be  enrolled  on  the  Anglers' 
Association.  Another  important  item  was  the  raising 
of  the  standard  of  all  fish  to  one  inch  above  Thames 
measurement,  except  in  the  case  of  jack,  which  is  to  be 
22in.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  the 
amiual  dinner,  due  notice  of  which  will  be  given.— 
F.  Bishop. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  March  17  only  Mr.  F.  Scarfield  went 
after  a  prize,  and  he  failed."  There  are  also  seven 
prizes  still  to  be  taken  from  the  foiii-th  private  prize 
match.  I  hope  members  will  muster  stronglv  at  the 
general  meeting,  first  Tuesday  in  April.  It  is  proposed 
to  amend  the  rules.  Consolation  match  in  the  River 
Lea,  March  31.— A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— A  special  meeting 
is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  INIarch  27,  to!  elect 
officers  and  other  important  business,  when  all -mem- 
bers are  requested  to  attend. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatobials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green . —  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  on  Tuesday  next  at  Phil  Godfrey's,  the  Jew's 
Harp,  Redhill-street,  Albany-street,  five  minutes  from 
Portland-road  Station,  to  hear  "  Old  Izaak  "  give  his 
illustrated  lecture  on  behalf  of  the  funds  of  the 
A.B.S.  Mr.  Godfrey  is  going  to  do  his  best  to  beat 
the  record,  and  I  hope  he  will.  We  have  a  smoking 
concert  at  our  club-house  on  ]Monday  next.  I  shall 
glad  to  see  any  friends  who  can  give  a  look  in. — G.  H. 
Pbanklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  March  17  none  of  the 
members  had  pluck  enough  to  face  the  rough  weather. 
I  hope  that  they  will  have  more  pluck  on  March  24, 
re  Mr.  Midson's  prize  for  members  competing  in  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  competition.  On  Tuesday, 
the  19th,  a  fair  attendance,  when  several  items  were 
discussed,  and  the  delegates  gave  their  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  which  was 
accepted  with  thanks.  Tuesday,  the  26th,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  the  books  should  be  cleared; 
also  notice  given  of  any  alteration  of  rules.— S.  Malby. 

Eaelsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.  —  The  sea  outing  arranged  for 
March  24  to  Brighton  still  holds  good,  and,  as  six  prizes 
are  offered,  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  to  save  them 
being  carried  forward.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction, 
9.30.  As  the  programme  for  dinner  has  to  be  finally 
arranged  next  Tuesday,  may  I  ask  for  a  little  better 
attendance  to  enable  me  to  complete  arrangements  ? 
— E.  H.  Lane. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington Park  Road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Our  return 
visit  is  fixed  for  Tuesday,  April  23. — G.  King. 

Highbury  Angling'  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N.— On  Wednesday 
last  the  prizes  were  awarded  for  the  past  season,  Mr. 
G.  West  being  by  far  the  most  successful.  He  won 
the  Challenge  Cup  with  fourteen  points,  which  now 
becomes  his  property,  and  also  took  the  Club  Cup  for 
best  single  fish,  a  dace  lib.  \\oz.  He  then  withdrew 
his  big  bream,  and  IMr.  Berry  was  awarded  the  prize 
for  the  second  best  fish  for  his  bream  61b.  12oz.  The 
distribution  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  April  10.— 
E.  Wymeb. 

Islington  Bbothees'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— Several  members  were 
out  on  March  17,  but  had  no  sport,  the  only  one  weigh- 
ing in  was  J.  H.  Herbert,  The  delegate  gave  in  his 
report  from  the  Anglers'  Association.  On  March  18, 
our  return  visit  was  very  fairly  attended,  Mr.  J.  Croker 
in  the  chair.  During  the  evening  H.  Smith  of  the 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  occupied  the  chair  ;  when 
the  roll  was  called '13  clubs  responded.  I  thank  those 
anglers  and  friends  for  their  kind  support. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  The  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich.— The  monthly  meeting  of  March  8  was  weli 
attended.  Mr.  E.  Stewart  occupied  the  chair,  and  an 
interesting  evening  was  passed.  In  his  report  of  the 
ro!>.ch  match  the  umpire  stated  that  the  day  was  most 
unfavourable,  and  not  a  single  fish  was  landed.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  Gipping  Angling 
Preservatitin  Society  for  the  use  of  their  water,  and  the 
completion  of  the  match  is  postponed  until  next 
season.  The  first  annual  general  meeting  was  fixed 
for  April  12.  Several  new  members  were  elected. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Borrett,  fishing  at  Needham  on  March  1, 
landed  eleven  jack,  eight  of  which  were  sizeable.  On 
March  11,  Mr.  E.  Stewart  fishing  in  private  waters 

near  Wickham  Market,  weighed  in  one  fish,  9|lb.  

H.  C.  Westgate. 

Izaak  Walton   Angling    Society,   George  the 

Fourth,    Brunswick-street,    Hackney-road,  N.E.  

The  members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
March  24,  on  the  Lea  between  Carthagena  Weir  and 
Ware  Park  Mill,  also  for  three  "specials"  on  Wednes- 


day next,  March  27,  between  Broxbourne  and  Ware 
Park  Mill.  In  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  above 
prizes  not  being  taken  on  the  days  named,  the  re- 
mainder will  be  fished  for  again  jointly  on  March  31, 
on  the  same  conditions.  All  engaged  and  previously 
baited  swims  barred. — H.B. 

LiMEHOusE  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — The  bi-monthly  outing  prize  was 
secured  by  J.  Jones,  who  had  a  nice  dish  of  roach, 
several  going  over  the  pound.  Mr.  Cloake  has  had 
roach  and  perch  ;  Wells,  roach  ;  Easby,  perch,  bream, 
and  roach  ;  Stevens,  jack  and  roach  ;  Goodson,  roach. 
A  noticeable  fact  has  been  the  advanced  state  of  roach 
and  perch,  more  especially  those  from  the  Association 
waters  at  Rures.  Our  members  have  been  very  careful 
to  return  these  and  thus  practically  re-stock  the 
waters. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Liver  Ply  Fishebs'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— We  had  a 
good  representative  attendance  at  a  special  general 
meeting  held  on  March  19,  summoned  purposely  for 
the  consideration  of  the  rules,  a  draft  of  same  having 
been  posted  to  each  member  during  the  preceding 
week,  thus  enabling  all  to  be  in  a  practical  position  to 
be  ready  with  any  suggestions  as  each  separate  item 
was  brought  before  the  meeting.  Unfortunately  it 
was  found  impossible  to  conclude  the  important 
business  in  one  evening,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
until  Tuesday,  March  26.  During  the  past  week 
several  members  have  visited  various  rivers  in  Wales, 
but  have  met  with  the  most  indifferent  sport,  and  all 
artificial  lures  tried  were  ineffectual. — Mabch  Brown. 

Nobth  Brixton  (Gladstone)  Angling  Society, 
11,  St.  Mark's-road,  Camberwell  New-road,  S.E. — 
Charles  Street,  treasurer,  presided  at  oar  last  meeting. 
Messrs.  Morey  and  Dowling  were  appointed  auditors. 
The  last  three  prizes  of  the  season  were  awarded  as 
follows: — 1st,  C.  A.  Brown  (secretary);  2nd,  J. 
Dowling ;  3rd,  C.  Street  (treasurer).  Although  only  a 
young  club,  we  have  done  well  and  hope  to  do  better 
in  the  future  ;  members  and  honorary  members  are 
eagerly  joining,  and  we  are  ready  to  pay  and  receive 
visits,  and  do  our  fair  share  of  the  association's  work 
next  season. — Chas.  A.  Bbo\st^. 

Nobth-East  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — Our  special 
meeting  on  Wednesday  was  the  largest  of  the  season. 
Four  new  members  joiaed  for  the  coming  season.  On 
Wednesday,  March  27,  all  members  should  be  clear  on 
their  contribution  card.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
— G.  Taylor. 

Nobth  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-rgad. — On  the  17th  the 
members  fished  for  four  prizes  in  the  Lea  (roving), 
only  one  of  which  was  taken,  by  Mr.  Black,  the  other 
three  will  be  fished  for  on  the  24th,  under  the  same 
conditions  as  the  A.  B.  S.  competition.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  comes  to  the  above, 
date  will  be  announced  later. — H.  Steetch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander  Road,  East  Dulwich.— On  the  last  day  of 
the  season  the  club  was  saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  Morgan, 
with  31b.  5oz.  perch  and  dace.  We  elected  two  new 
members.  Mr.  C.  L.  Wright,  our  president,  gave  us  a 
guinea  towards  our  Sea  Angling  Fund.  Mr.  Wybrow 
followed  up  with  a  guinea,  and  Mr.  T.  Wood  half  a 
guinea.  The  club  also  gave  half  a  guinea.  Don't 
forget  our  concert  on  Tuesday  next,  it  will  be  the  last 
of  the  season.  Anglers  generally  are  invited,  and  are 
requested  to  show  their  club  card  at  the  door. 
Members  not  yet  having  dinner  tickets  kindly  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  number  booked  has 
already  exceeded  the  number  guaranteed.  The  com- 
mittee meet  on  Friday  at  10.30  sharp. — H.  W.  Moegan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — A  committee  meeting  will  be 
held  in  the  club-house  on  March  24  for  particular 
business  at  3  p.m. ;  also,  members  are  notified  that 
the  first  quarter's  subscriptions  are  due,  and  I  shall  be 
there  to  receive  the  same.  The  rule  books  are  ready, 
and  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  to  see  the  members  so 
as  to  distribute  the  same. — G.  Schultz. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
outing  to  St.  Margaret's  was  a  failure.  We  fish  Ware 
Park  Mill  to  Fish  &  Eels  on  the  24th  for  the  five 
prizes.  Get  out  at  St.  Margaret's  and  show  fish  on 
St.  Margaret's  Bridge  at  6.30.  Roaming.  Hope  to 
have  a  full  room  on  Monday  the  25th.— George. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — A  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent  on  March  19,  the  occasion  being 
the  return  visit  on  South  London  list.  Our  president, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  supported  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  G. 
Durant,  controlled  the  meeting  in  true  convivial  style. 
Some  excellent  harmony  was  (accompanied  by 
Mr.  Will  Cooper)  rendered  by  the  following : — 
H.  Knight,  Mr.  Martell,  Bert  Stone,  H.  Allen, 
Bob  Angus,  Ted  Lacy,  J.  Cartwright,   and  Master 


"  In  Hebridean  Waters  "  is  the  title  of  an  interest- 
ing article,  by  Mr.  Hamish  H.  Stuart,  in  the  March 
number  of  "Blackwood's  Magazine." 


Hatherill,  violin  solo.  Twenty-one  clubs  responded, 
on  and  off  the  list.  During  the  roll  f  1  Is.  2d.  was 
collected  to  swell  the  funds  for  the  South  London 
competition,  which  takes  place  early  in  the  new 
season.  Mr.  H.  Ilsley  weighed  roach  from  the  Lea  on 
March  17,  winning  third  prize  in  March  series.  One 
more  remams  for  the  24th.  Members,  do  mot' forget 
the  special  on  the  25th. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Perhaps  one  evening  later  in 
sprmg,  when  the  weather  is  rather  more  balmy  than  at 
present,  we  may  get  a  decent  muster  of  members,  but 
just  now  they  are  almost  as  scarce  as  the  roach  were 
when  the  snow  was  in  the  water.  Mr.  Bouftler  had, a 
few  roach  from  the  Lea  on  March  17. — R.  C. 

Richmond  Angling  Society,  the  Sun  Inn,  Park 
Shot,  Kew-foot-road,  Richmond.— The  competition 
held  on  March  10  and  11  proved  a  complete  failm-e, 
not  one  of  the  members  weighing  in  the  required 
quantity  of  fish,  so  that  the  prizes  will  be  held  over 
till  next  season.  The  past  season  has  been  the  worst 
for  quantity  and  quality  of  fish  weighed  in  that  the 
society  has  had  since  it  was  started.  One  of  our 
members,  Mr.  D.  Matthews,  finished  the  season  by 
weighing  in  a  tench  from  the  Thames  at  Shepperton 
of  21b.  13Joz.,  the  only  tench  weighed  in,  thus 
securing  the  tench  prize.  Through  a  printer's  error 
the  notice  sent  you  rc  the  competition,  it  gave  the  old 
club-house,  the  Tulip  Tree ;  the  society  is  still  carried 
on  at  the  Sun  Inn  (March  15).— H.  E.  Gaynob. 

Seymode  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Kin<^  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  when  Ben 
Srnith  weighed  in  jack  21b.  lOfoz.,  roach  71b  Joz. 
Will  members  please  attend  on  April  2  for  very  im- 
portant business. — W.  Alois. 

South  London  United  Anglebs  Visiting  List.  

In  spite  of  the  wretched  weather  which  prevailed  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  club-room  of  the  Peckham  Brothers 
was  comfortably  filled  oil  the  occasion  of  their  first 
visit  on  the  above  list.  Host  Shepherd  occupied  the 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Dm-ant  in  the  vice,  supported  by 
representatives  from  societies  on  both  sides  of  the 
silvery  Thames.  Secretary  Gibbs  acted  as  M.C.,  and 
harmony  of  a  very  good  class  was  rendered  by  several 
well-known  "rodsters."  The  collection  box  (prize 
fund)  was  passed  round  and  the  funds  were  augmented 
by  the  receipt  of  the  substantial  amount  of  £1  Is.  2d. 
Upon  the  roll  being  called  the  following  clubs  were 
found  to  be  in  attendance — namely.  United  Brothers, 
Anchor  and  Hope,  Clifton,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriars' 
Peckham  Brothers,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Collingwood] 
South  Bermondsey,  East  Dulwich,  Stockwell,  Oglander' 
Hatcham  Brothers,  Firm  and  True,  Cosy,  Camden,' 
Wul worth  Waltonians,  St.  Johns,  Amicable  Waltonians', 
Crown  and  Buckley,  Great  Northern.  The  chairman 
having  thanked  his  company  for  their  kind  support, 
he  was  able  to  announce  that  the  next  visit  would  go 
to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  who  would  receive  it  on 
Tuesday,  April  2,  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey- 
street.  The  "  B.  B.'s  "  are  noted  for  their  visits  to 
clubs  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  and  I  trust  they  will 
receive  a  good  visit  in  return.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — A  few  of  our  members  fished  the 
Lea  on  March  17,  but  with  poor  luck.  Mr.  G.  Bolding 
was  the  only  member  to  weigh  in  (roach).  I  beg  to 
remind  members  to  attend  on  March  29  (quarterly 
night). — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — I  have  to  report  a  capital  wind- 
up  for  the  past  season,  splendid  shows  of  fish  gracing 
our  trays  by  the  following :— Mr.  P.  Parton,  pike 
(male  fish),  42in.  extreme  length,  19in.  in  girth, 
181b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Lucas,  dace,  61b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Clarke] 
dace,  71b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Pain,  roach,  41b.  Please  not 
to  forget  to  be  in  good  time  for  the  dinner  on  Tues- 
day, as  there  is  a  monster  programme  to  be  gone 
through. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Oastle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — The  result  of  our  outing  at 
Cookham,  was  Mr.  C.  E.  Loch,  first ;  Mr.  Cartwright, 
second;  Mr.  French,  third;  Mr.  Batchelor,  fourth; 
Mr.  Holt,  fifth;  Mr.  Phelps,  sixth;  Mr.  Wittin, 
seventh.  Mr.  C.  E.  Loch  also  took  prize  for  three  heavy 
fish,  Mr.  Cartwright  and  Mr.  French  first  and  second 
for  specimen  fish.  On  Tuesday  next  members  are 
requested  to  attend  (annual  meeting)  for  election  of 
officers  and  other  business. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoeia  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert  -  street,  Hampstead  -  road.  —  On 
March  10  Messrs.  Austin  and  Smith  had  some  fine 
roach.  Our  visit  on  the  central  list  was  a  great 
success.  I  thank  Mr.  Docker,  Seymour  Brothers, 
also  the  artists  and  visiting  brothers  for  their  kind- 
ness.—W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — We  take  our  visit  on 
the  Central  List  on  April  3,  when  we  hope  to  have  a 
good  attendance  of  members  and  brother  anglers. 
Several  members  have  taken  tickets  for  the  A.B.S. 
competition  on  March  24. — W.  L.  Keeby. 

Walthamstow  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — We  were  saved  a 
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blank  on  March  17,  by  Mr.  Eumball  weighing  in  a  nice 
lot  of  roach.    Our  quarterly  night  is  March  27. — 

M.  SCHOCKE. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Society,  Walton-on- 
Thames. — A  roving  match  in  connection  with  the 
above  club  took  place  on  March  14.  Fishing  com- 
menced at  2.30  p.m.  and  finished  5.30  p.m.  No  com- 
petitor weighed  in  fish,  but  Mr.  George  Edmunds  and 
Mr.  T.  Hall  were  unlucky  in  not  secm-ing  a  prize,  as 
they  each  landed  a  trout  weighing  respectively  21b.  2oz. 
and'  41b.  9oz.  (the  latter  a  fine  specimen).  The  fish 
were  taken  vrith  bread-crust.  Needless  to  say  both 
were  carefully  returned  to  the  river. — H.  Newby. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  well 
attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  and  a  large  amount 
of  business  was  "got  through.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
good  muster  turn  out  March  24  for  the  A.  B.  S.  com- 
petition.— W.  Cos. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  March  17  the 
following  weighed  in: — Messrs.  Bowls,  Tyler  and 
Horner.  We  give  5s.  as  a  prize  for  the  competition  at 
St.  Margaret's  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund. — E. 

LOWTHEH. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Mr.  Carter  had  a  fine  show  of  roach 
on  the  last  day  of  the  season  from  Staines,  taking  the 
first  prize  in  the  match,  and  our  president  also  had  a 
well-filled  tray  from  St.  Ives,  taking  the  second  prize. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  our  next  meeting  to 
elect  prize  committee  and  arrange  our  annual  dinner. 
— J.  J.  Huntee. 

White  Haet  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — On  March  17  the  follow- 
ing had  fish  : — Mr.  W.  Butler,  roach  and  dace,  191b. 
(heaviest  fish  IJlb.)  ;  H.  Walton,  roach  (heaviest  fish 
lib.).  Members  please  note  we  have  several  good 
prizes  for  specimen  fish  not  yet  taken.  —  W.  E. 
Beaumont. 

Woolwich  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Eailway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Owing  to  the 
bad  weather  our  members  have  had  very  poor  takes  of 
fish  to  finish  the  season  with,  Mr.  F.  Cresswell  being 
the  only  one  to  weigh  in  on  March  10  with  a  chub 
3|lb.  On  March  27  there  will  be  a  special  meeting  to 
elect  auditors  for  the  past  six  months'  accounts  and  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner. — J.  E. 
Howckoft. 


March  24. 

A.B.S.  :  Lea  competition. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Bucklaud  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Outing  on  the  Lea. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 

Lychnobites  :  Match  on'  the  Lea. 

North-East  Brothers :  Competition. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North  London :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Cobden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing  on  the  Lea. 
Marcli  25. 

Eoyal  Oak  :  Visit. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  "  At  home." 

Blue  Anchor  :  Benefit  concert. 
March  26. 

Stockwell :  Annual  dinner. 

Gresham  :  Eeading  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley. 
March  27. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
March  31. 

Cobden  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 


April  2. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Visit. 
,,     3. — W^alham  Green  :  Visit. 
,,    20. — Lychnobites  :  Concert, 
„    23.— Elgin:  Visit. 


NOETH-EAST  ULSTER  ANGLING  CLUB. 


On  Thursday  evening  the  eighth  annual  meeting  of 
the  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  was  held  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  Belfast,  Mr.  C.  Littlewood 
presiding.  The  attendance  was  large.  The  annual 
report,  read  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Thronsen,  hon.  sec,  gave 
-details  of  the  three  competitions  held  by  the  Club 
during  1900,  and  other  Club  matters.  The  following 
officers  were  elected  for  1901 ; — president,  Mr.  E.  M. 
Patterson ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  D.  Morton ;  hon. 
treas.,  Mr.  S.  Gibson;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Thomas  A. 
Thronsen,  with  a  committee  of  twelve.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a  trout  fishing  competition,  at  Clough  P.oads, 
on  Easter  Monday. — J.  A.  B. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Laege  numbers  of  delegates  attended  the  March 
meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  on  Monday  night, 
when  six  more  clubs  were  enrolled,  namely,  the 
Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling 
Society,  Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Aber- 
corn  Angling  Society,  United  Old  Friends  Angling 
Society,  and  Central  Club  Piscatorial  Society.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  presided  over  the  gathering,  which 
voted  £5  each  to  the  Thames  Ee-stocking  Association, 
Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Association,  and  the 
Henley  and  District  Fisheries  Preservation  Association. 
The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  has  already 
received  £10,  making  £25  as  the  association's  total 
contribution  to  the  Thames  for  preservation  and  re- 
stocking work.  No  grant  was  made  to  the  other  pre- 
servation societies,  as  it  was  considered  that  they  had 
not  been  sufficiently  active  in  the  interests  of  the  coarse 
fishermen.  The  sum  of  £40  was  also  voted  in  payment 
of  rent  for  waters,  bailiffs'  salaries,  etc.  Messrs.  E.  J. 
Wells,  W.  T.  Attwood,  and  E.  Eandall  were  elected 
auditors  to  prepare  the  balance-sheet  to  be  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting  on  April  15  next.  The  secretary 
announced  that  the  first  annual  dinner  of  the  associa- 
tion would  be  held  onOMonday  evening,  March  25, 
at  the  City  Boundary  Tavern,  Aldersgate-street,  when 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  would  preside.  In  the  course  of 
the  evening  Mr.  Head  brought  forward  his  proposition, 
altering  Eule  8  to  the  effect  that  the  delegates  from 
the  clubs  should  be  elected  to  serve  on  the  Associa^on 
for  twelve  months.  He  explained  his  reasons  for  the 
proposition,  and  said  that  it  was  felt  that  those  clubs 
which  elected  delegates  every  three  months  had  an 
advantage  over  those  societies  appointing  them  for 
twelve  months.  A  long  discussion  ensued,  participated 
in  by  Messrs.  F.  Gray,  W.  H.  Barber,  J.  B.  Close, 
E.  Lamb,  J.  Derry,  J.  Harwood,  J.  Castell,  W.  J. 
Martin,  F.Newton,  B.  Abrahams,  etc.,  and  eventually, 
on  Mr.  Head's  resolution  being  put  to  the  meeting,  it 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Barber  gave  notice 
that  he  would  move  a  resolution  at  the  next  meeting 
to  elect  delegates  for  twelve  months,  providing  that 
their  voting  card  could  be  transferred  temporarily  to 
another  member  of  the  club  if  the  delegate  be  pre- 
vented from  attending  a  meeting.  Messrs.  Osment, 
Abrahams,  and  Harris,  visiting  officers,  having  given 
in  their  reports,  the  proceedings  closed.  Nearly  fifty 
clubs  were  represented.  Hon.  Eepoetee. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  THAMES  AND 
ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 


The  Tidal  Tliamcs. — The  lower  Thames  has  partially 
regained,  by  becoming  a  tidal  river,  the  greater  volume 
it  had  lost.  The  tidal  flow  has  been  of  great  import- 
ance in  the  historical  development  of  London. 
Geographically  its  effects  can  be  seen  by  a  glance  at 
the  map.  From  about  Kingston  downwards  the  river 
sweeps  in  wide  curves  of  about  half  a  mile  radius ; 
above  Kingston  we  see  the  innumerable  wriggles  of  a 
feeble,  meandering  stream.  The  region  of  change 
from  one  form  to  the  other  corresponds  exactly  to 
the  limit  of  tidal  action  before  the  construction  of  the 
lock  at  Teddington. 

Tributaries  of  the  Thames. — The  tributaries  of  the 
Thames  within  the  London  district  fall  readily  into 
two  groups — those  whose  course  is  entirely  within  the 
original  Thames  valley,  and  which  are  therefore  much 
younger  than  the  Thames  itself ;  and  those  which 
come  from  beyond  those  limits,  and  may  be  even  older 
than  the  Thames.  The  latter  might  again  be  divided 
according  to  whether  they  are  beheaded  ancient  con- 
sequent streams  or  not,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  discriminate 
in  every  case.  I  shall  simply  speak  of  the  tributaries 
as  viain  and  minor,  so  as  not  to  commit  myself  to  a 
nomenclature  implying  certainty  as  to  their  history. 
There  is  an  important  difference  between  the  relations 
of  these  two  kinds  of  streams  to  the  gravels  and  clay — 
the  main  streams  having  gravel  terraces  of  their  own, 
while  the  minor  have  cut  their  valleys  down  through 
Thames  gravels  to  the  clay  beneath. 

Between  Brentford  and  the  mouth  of  the  Eoding  we 
have  on  the  north  side  three  main  tributaries,  the 
Brent,  the  Lee  (or  Lea),  and  the  Eoding.  Of  these 
the  Lee  is  by  far  the  most  important,  draining  from 
even  beyond  the  Chalk  area,  and  doubtless  once  rising 
still  farther  off.  It  has  several  minor  tributaries 
within  our  area,  of  which  the  Hackney  Brook  is  the 
chief.  The  Brent  drains  a  large  London  Clay  area 
in  north-west  Middlesex,  and  its  extremely  wriggling 
lower  course  suggests  a  former  greater  drainage  area. 
Whether  it  has  been  beheaded  by  the  Coin  beyond 
Elstree  or  not  is  a  question  worth  considering.  The 
Eoding  drains  from  a  boulder-clay  area  and  may  be 
entirely  post-glacial  in  its  development. 

The  minor  streams  owe  their  chief  interest  to  their 
present  hidden  condition.  Of  Stamford  Brook  the 
twin  mouths  can  be  seen,  one  opposite  the  east  end  of 
Chiswick  Eyot,  the  other  under  Hammersmith  Mall. 
The  com-se  of  Bridge  Creek  (or  Counters  Creek)  is  now 
occuiiied  by  the  West  London  Eailway,    Some  of  the 
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little  tributaries  of  the  Wcstbourne  can  still  (1900)  Im 
seen  at  Hampstead,  but  their  final  disappearance 
under  building  sites  may  be  a  matter  of  months  only. 
Otherwise  the  Serpentine  and  the  great  sewer  crossing 
the  District  Eailway  at  Sloanc  Square  station  are  its 
only  visible  remains,  thou<;h  its  valley  is  still  traceable. 
The  Tybouine  is  even  more  obscure,  the  ornamental 
waters  in  Eogcnt's  and  St.  James's  Parks  being  far 
more  artificialised  than  the  Serpentine.  The  tiny 
"  rivulum  de  Ulebrigg  "  or  Ivybridge,  called  from  tho 
bridge  over  it  where  it  crossed  the  Strand,  is  a  sewer 
somewhere  under  the  Hotel  Cecil.  The  Holebourne, 
also  called  the  Eiver  of  Wells,  Tnnnnill  Brook,  and 
(where  it  was  tidal  and  navigable)  the  Fleet,  is  more 
fortunate,  as  the  Hampstead  and  Highgatc  ponds 
preserve  its  head-waters,  and  its  mouth  can  be  seen  at 
low  water  under  the  Thames  Embankment  at  Black- 
friars  Bridge.    The  Walbrook  is  altogether  lost. 

The  valleys  of  these  streams  can,  however,  be  easily 
recognised  in  an  omnibus  ride  from  east  to  west. 
Thus  if  vi^e  start  from  the  Bank,  we  are  on  the  site  of 
the  Walbrook,  and  the  faint  rise  of  Cornhill  eastwards 
and  Clieapside  westwards  can  with  care  be  detected. 
We  cross  the  Fleet  or  Holebourne  bvHolborn  Viaduct 
or  at  Ludgate  Circus.  If  we  fare  along  Oxford-street  the 
valley  of  the  Tybourne  is  very  obvious  between  Bond- 
street  andthe  Marble  Arch,  that  of  the  Westbournc  less 
so  near  Lancaster  Gate.  Both  are  conspicuous  on  the 
parallel  Piccadilly-Knightsbridge  route,  Hyde  Park 
Corner  being  on  the  watershed  between  them.  The 
fall  to  the  Bridge  creek  is  very  conspicuous  at  Camp- 
den  Hill.  Further  details  might  be  given,  but  I 
would  suggest  the  local  working  out  of  them  as  a 
valuable  exercise  for  teachers  of  geography  in  London. 

Most  of  these  streams  seem  to  have  cut  down 
through  the  gravels  to  the  London  Clay,  so  that  along 
their  banks  there  were  abundant  springs,  and  these 
are  interesting  as  having  afforded  the  first  public 
water  supply  brought  through  pipes  to  the  city  of 
London  (from  the  Tybourne  valley,  A.n.  1238). 

On  the  south  side,  the  main  tributaries  are  the 
Beverly  Brook,  the  Wandle  (a  beheaded  consequent 
whose  dry  valley  can  be  traced  right  up  to  the  Chalk 
escarpment  at  Caterham),  and  the  Eavensbounie ; 
while  the  minor  are  the  Falcon  Brook  and  the  Efira, 
both  now  converted  into  sewers,  though  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Effra  is  still  visible  as  a  dry  ditch  near 
Dulwich. — From  "  Greater  London,"  by  A.  M.  Davies, 
F.G.S. 


HOW  FISH  ARE  HATCHED. 


Not  until  recent  years  has  the  artificial  means  of 
propagating  fish  been  adopted  by  the  State,  and 
associations  formed  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the 
supply  to  equal,  as  far  as  possible,  the  constantly 
increasing  demands  of  the  sportsman  who  comes  to 
Maine  in  quest  of  the  big  trout  and  salmon. 

Members  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  and 
others  who  were  interested  in  the  artificial  method 
made  it  a  careful  study,  and  after  due  consideration 
and  trial  it  was  found  to  be  a  practical  operation. 
The  theory  was  that  if  ninety-five  xjer  cent,  of  the  eggs 
were  hatched  by  the  artificial  method  much  time 
might  be  saved,  and  in  localities  where  fishing  of 
certain  kinds  v/as  at  low  ebb  it  could  be  brought  about 
much  quicker  than  by  natural  courses. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  United  States 
hatcheries  in  this  State,  and  the  results  thus 
obtained  fron  practical  men  who  had  carried  out 
their  theory,  it  was  soon  seen  by  those  who  had 
an  interest  in  the  favourite  sport  of  Izaak  Walton 
and  the  destiny  that  would  follow,  providing  the 
results  thus  claimed  for  it  were  produced,  that  the 
State  of  Maine  ought  to  operate  a  State  hatchery,  and 
aid  what  was  at  that  time  a. pastime  pure  and  simple, 
but  which  had  turned  out  to  be  an  industry  reaching 
out  far  beyond  the  expectations  of  its  promotei-s. 

We  shall  not  undertake  to  discuss  other  than  tho 
hatching  of  eggs  of  the  trout  and  salmon  species,  for 
that  is  what  the  majority  of  fishermen  who  come  to 
Maine  are  after. 

In  the  first  place,  if  a  hatcherj'^  is  contemplated, 
the  location  is  the  first  point  to  be  considered — a 
brook  with  never-failing  water,  neither  hot  in  summer 
nor  cold  in  winter.  After  the  building  is  erected, 
troughs  must  be  built.  These  troughs  are  about 
eight  feet  long  and  one  foot  wide,  painted  black. 
If  the  work  has  been  started  in  season,  all  the 
necessary  requirements  and  equipments  will  be  com- 
pleted in  time  to  operate  the  hatchery  during  the 
coming  winter. 

Trout  and  salmon  spawn  in  the  fall,  beginning  as 
early  as  September,  and  extending  into  November. 
The  method  of  taking  eggs  is  simple  to  the  onlooker, 
but  great  care  must  be  taken  by  the  spawn  taker  not 
to  injure  the  female  fish  or  eggs. 

In  the  first  place,  a  trap  is  set  at  the  mouth  of  a 
frequented  brook.  This  is  easilj'  made  of  sticks  inter- 
woven with  brush,  in  the  form  of  a  letter  V,  the  point 
extending  up  the  brook  and  an  aperture  in  the  centre. 
The  fish  run  up  easily,  but  do  not  go  back.  After  the 
introductory  has  been  passed  a  fish  is  taken  from 
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the  water,  head  placed  under  left  arm,  holding  on  to 
the  tail  with  the  left  hand,  and  with  the  right  making 
a  gentle  pressure  along  the  belly  the  eggs  are  readily 
removed  into  a  pan.  They  are  made  fertile  by  under- 
going the  same  process  with  a  male  fish.  The  eggs 
are  immediately  taken  to  the  hatchery,  counted  as 
accurately  as  possible,  placed  on  screens'made  for  the 
purpose,  and  laid  into  the  troughs  abo%-e  mentioned, 
these  troughs,  which  are  about  eight  inches  deep, 
being  filled  with  running  water. 

The  caretaker,  as  the  man  who  looks  out  for  the 
eggs  is  called,  inspects  the  lot  of  peas,  as  one  calls 
them  at  first  glance.  Every  day'the  same  care  is 
taken,  picking  out  all  the  defective  ones,  which  are 
easy  to  distinguish,  as  they  turn  white. 

As  the  winter  months  pass  by  the  observer  notes  a 
change.  Two  black  spots  appear  in  the  egg.  These 
are  the  eyes,  which  are  about  the  biggest  part  of  the 
fish  when  hatched.  Later,  the  outline  of  the  body  is 
seen  curled  up  near  the  shell  of  the  egg.  This  is 
during  the  early  spring  months,  and  as  Mav  approaches 
the  fish  begin  to  break  through  the  egg,  still  clinging 
to  the  body  for  about  a  month  after  they  are  hatched" 
some  looking  as  if  they  had  been  fed  on  something 
besides  brook  water.  A  salmon  when  hatched  is  about 
half  an  inch  long,  and  it  seems  almost  impossible  that, 
under  favourable  circumstances,  they  grow  to  weigh 
151b.  or  even  201b.  in  a  few  years. 

This  young  fry  is  kept  until  July  of  the  same  year, 
and  if  the  hatchery  is  limited  for  sjpace  they  are  turned 
loose  to  fight  for  themselves.  It  is  better  to  keep 
them  at  least  a  year,  if  possible.  They  grow  faster, 
and  are  not  so  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  larger  fish! 
The  young  fish  is  fed  on  chopped  liver,  prepared 
almost  as  thin  as  water.  It  is  an  interesting  sight  to 
watch  the  process  of  hatching  eggs. 

Hon.  H.  0.  Stanley,  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Com- 
mission, might  be  called  the  father  of  this  great 
industry — for  had  he  not  advocated  in  the  legislative 
halls  of  our  State  years  ago  the  necessity  of  doing 
.something  for  the  advancement  of  our  fishing  interests '? 
What  few  sportsmen  who  would  come  here  might  be 
"plugging"  away  this  spring  in  the  middle  of  some 
lake,  only  to  return  to  the  hotel  at  night  with  an 
empty  basket,  and  swearing  vengeance  upon  any  one 
who  would  try  and  get  him  to  that  locality  again. 
Neither  would  there  be  any  hotels  in  many  localities 
to-day  were  it  not  for  the  excellent  fishing  brought 
about  through  Mr.  Stanley,  and  in  recent  years  bv  the 
other  members  of  the  commission,  continued  with 
the  efforts  of  guides,  hotel  men,  and  sportsmen  in 
general. 

The  present  indications  point  to  a  large  influx  of 
sportsmen  for  the  spring  fishing.  And  may  they  get 
their  full  quota,  go  home  with  light  hearts,  and  return 
again  another  year  and  bring  their  friends  I 

H.  R.  Jackson,  in  the  .\merican  Fisliing  Gazette. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  FISH 
INDUSTRY. 


AccOEDixG  to  a  recent  report  from  the  United 
States,  Indiana  boasts  of  one  of  the  few  gold-fish 
farms  in  the  country.  It  is  situated  in  Shelby  county, 
and  the  proprietors  are  the  original  propagators  of 
gold  fish  in  the  United  States.  There  are  two  tracts 
of  land  widely  separated— one  containing  ten,  and  the 
other  sixteen  acres— and  the  farm  is  known  as  the 
Spring  Lake  Fishery.  There  are  now,  it  is  said, 
200,000  gold  fish  on  the  two  tracts.  The  breeding 
ponds  are  protected  from  the  cold  winds  by  high 
embankments,  this  being  the  only  shelter  required,  as 
the  fish  are  hardy  except  when  handled.  The  small 
fish  are  similar  to  those  of  any  other  variety.  They 
have  no  peculiar  marks,  being  of  a  silvery  grey  colour. 
In  some  instances  they  do  not  change  colour  at  all. 
Most  of  them,  however,  become  very  dark,  and  as 
they  develop  they  take  on  the  beautiful  colouring 
which  makes  them  so  valuable.  The  fish  are  hatched 
on  one  tract,  and  as  they  grow  are  transferred  to  the 
other.  They  are  fed  alike,  being  given  toasted  bread- 
crimibs  two  or  three  times  a  week.  The  sun  and 
water  do  the  rest.  Shipments  of  the  fish  are  made  to 
all  parts  of  the  country. 


^offings  bp  t^e  i^ap. 

"Ieegbet  to  hear,  says  'Halcyon,'  in  the  Leeds 
Mercury,  "  that  the  Otley  Angling  Club  is  to  be 
dissolved,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  pollutions  in 
that  part  of  the  River  Wharfe.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
club  for  many  years,  and  at  that  time  grand  fishing  it 
was.  Mr.  R.  M.  Pratt,  the  hon.  secretary,  took  great 
interest  in  the  club,  and  conducted  all  the  hatching 
operations  himself.  Even  twelve  years  ago  the  pollu- 
tions were  making  their  mark  upon  the  fish,  and  the 
grayling,  being  the  most  delicate  fish,  were  almost 
exterminated.  Of  late  years  the  trout  have  been 
affected,  and  the  committee  have  at  last  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  no  use  attempting  further  to 
preserve  the  waters," 


Local  devotees  of  the  gentle  art  assembled  in  strong 
force  in  the  Albert  Hall,  Leeds,  on  Tuesday  night,  to 
hear  Mr.  Alf.  Jardine  lecture  on  "Pike  and  Perch 
Fishing."  IMr.  Jardine  is  famous  not  only  as  a  prac- 
tical pike  fisher,  but  has  also  made  for  himself  a  name 
as  a  writer  on  angling.  On  the  platform  were  several 
specimens  of  large  fish.  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater  presided. 
The  antiquity  of  the  pike  was  the  first  aspect  of  the 
subject  dealt  with  by  the  lecturer.  References  to  it 
are  found,  it  appears,  as  far  back  as  303  a.d.  This 
"  scourge  and  terror  of  the  scaly  brood,"  indeed,  was 
mdigenous  to  this  country  in  the  dim  past.  It  was 
becoming  plentiful  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  being  five  povmds  per  hundred  in  1402.  In 
1520  the  voracious  pike  was  to  be  had  for  a  sum  of 
three  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  the  year  following 
for  four  shillings  each,  whilst  in  the  reign  o1 
Henry  VIII.  a  small  pike  was  dearer  than  a  fat  capon. 
The  first  record  of  pike  fishing  in  this  country  was  in 
a  book  written  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century. 


Having  submitted  these  few  interesting  facts,  Mr. 
J ardine  proceeded  to  deplore  the  capture  of  immature 
pike,  which  was  tending  to  spoil  the  sport.  Many 
fish,  he  pointed  out,  of  one  or  two  pomids,  were  taken 
home,  a  practice  which  was  simply  tantamount  to 
killing  the  goose  with  the  golden  egg.  He  advised  the 
catchers  of  such  small  fry  to  mihook  them,  and  at 
once  consign  them  to  the  water  again,  when  they  (the 
angler.s)  might  have  the  pleasure  of  re-taking  them 
after  they  had  attained  respectable  dimensions.  On 
the  question  of  rods,  Mr.  Jardine  advocated  the  use 
of  those  made  of  West  India  cane  in  preference  to 
others  which  he  mentioned.  He  also  dealt  in  a  very 
entertaining  and  instructive  manner  with  the  subjects 
of  tackle,  the  methods  employed  for  catching  pike,  the 
localities  in  which  to  fish,  weather  conditions,  the 
temperature  of  the  water,  live  bait,  snap-fishing,  spin- 
ning, and  paternoster  fishing,  concluding  with  some 
practical  advice  on  angling  for  perch. 


My  Point  of  View. 
The  day  is  cold,  the  wind  is  high, 
Wild  storm  clouds  sweep  across  the  sky. 
O'er  man's  absurdity  I  sigh  ; 
My  heart  is  vainly  wishing 
That  it  had  not  been  Heaven's  will 
For  man  to  go  a-fishing ! 

With  rod  and  creel,  with  bait  and  can, 
With  every  lure  conceived  by  man, 
With  many  an  artful,  deep-laid  plan 
(Though  rain  'gainst  windows  swishing) 
He's  gone  once  more  to  try  his  skill — ■ 
My  husband's  gone  a-fishing ! 

He  heeded  neither  mire  nor  wet, 
But  went  with  mind  on  conquest  set. 
And  left  the  bank  with  fond  regret. 
An  eel  that's  not  worth  dishing 
He  caught— and  caught  an  awful  chill 
My  husband's  been  a-fishing ! 

An  Angler's  Wife. 


Thk  jiienii  and  toast  ^ist  of  the  B.S.A.S.  annual 
dinner  reflect  great  credit  on  the  executive.  Although 
the  illustrations  by  Mr.  Vincent  Cox  have  done  duty 
previously,  they  are  very  appropriate,  and  were  much 
admired. 


Talking  of  menu  cards,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  pro- 
duced one  of  the  most  unique  specimens  which  have 
appeared  for  many  years.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  On  the 
front  page  was  one  of  the  late  John  Leech's  unpub- 
lished sketches,  quaintly  and  tastefully  coloured  by 
hand.  "  Worth  framing,"  was  the  universal  verdict. 
Mine  lias  been  framed. 


Under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G.  H. 
Ohlson,  Mr.  Powles-West  entertained  a  numerous 
audience  at  the  Gresham  on  Tuesday  evening, 
March  19,  by  reading  a  paper  entitled  "Poached 
Preserves."  Although,  as  he  admitted,  he  had 
poached  some  old  preserves,  the  anecdotes  and  yarns 
he  related  were  given  with  such  a  genuine  air  of 
truthfulness  that  one  almost  forgot  that  they  were 
not  quite  original.  Mr.  Powles-West  has  mistaken 
his  vocation  ;  he  ought  to  be  "  on  the  boards."  Next 
Tuesday  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  will  dilate  "  On  April 
Fools."  He  not  only  deserves,  but  is  certain  to  have 
an  appreciative  audience. 


Dinners  are  just  now  very  strongly  in  evidence. 
The  Fly-Fishers  at  the  Cecil  thoroughly  enjoyed  them- 
selves. The  Piscatorials  (under  Mr.  Bywater's  chair- 
manshiij),  who  always  allow  the  ladies  to  grace 
the  festive  board,  had  a  very  pleasant  evening  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant.  The  Greshamites  were,  as 
usual,  most  businesslike  at  the  Manchester,  and  on 
Wednesday  evening,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Lord 
Claud   Hamilton,   the  members  and  friends  of  the 


B.  S.  A.  S.  had  one  of  the  best  of  good  dinners  at  the 
Frascati. 


Lord  Claud  was  an  ideal  chairman,  and,  somehow,' 
a  sort  of  sea-breeziness  seemed  to  permeate  the  atmo-' 
sphere.  He  has  promised  to  use  his  persuasive' 
eloquence  to  induce  the  Great  Eastern  Company  to 
extend  the  privileges  now  enjoyed  by  fresh  water 
fishermen  to  sea  anglers.  That  he  will  be  successful: 
IS  devoutly  to  be  hoped.  We  will  then  approach  him: 
for  cheap  tickets  to  Florida  in  search  of  tarpon,  or  to 
Catalina  Island  for  the  tuna.  Every  praise  is  due  to 
the  committee  in  arranging  such  an  elaborate  pro- 
gramme ;  to  the  Frascati  for  one  of  the  choicest 
dmners  to  which  I  ever  sat  down ;  to  Mr.  Glassington 
and  Mr.  Hallett  for  their  share  in  the  musical 
arrangements  ;  to  the  pianist,  Mr.  Philip  A.  Henry  ; 
and  also  to  the  lady  artistes.  Miss  Kate  Hullett,  Miss 
Alice  Sampson,  and  the  violin  soloist  "  Mazur."  In 
fact,  the  B.S..\.S.  "  annual "  was  the  best  on  record. 


On  the  25th  inst.  (Monday  next)  the  Mildmay 
Anglers  will  dine  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Wells 
Wood.  Hon.  sec.  Hendon  sends  me  a  very  cordial 
invitation  to  be  present,  but  as  I  have  already  arranged 
to  be  "  At  Home  "  at  the  Thomas  a  Beckett  Hotel  (the 
home  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.  S.)  on  that  night,  of 
course  I  cannot  taste  the  Mildmay  bill  of  fare.  Ladies 
are  specially  invited  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope.  That 
is  not  the  only  reason  I  have  for  being  present.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Wade  will  give  a  lantern  lecture,  entitled 
"Holiday  and  Fishing  Trips  by  the  Scuth-Eastern 
Railway,"  with  oxy-hydrogen  illustrations  and  photo- 
graphic views.  Both  functions  will  be  very  interesting 
and  I  am  sure  they  will  both  be  well  patronised. 

The  performance  of  Ella  Zuila  was  unfortunately 
postponed  until  next  Monday  at  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
as  it  was  found  impossible  at  the  last  moment  to  finish 
her  elaborate  fit-up.  She  will,  however,  positively 
appear  next  week  and  give  her  remarkable  feats  on  the 
tight-rope  fixed  in  mid-air.  Other  new  comers  will  be 
the  Eraser  Troupe  of  International  Dancers  and  the 
Diamond  Duo  Lady  Banjoists  and  Dancers.  The 
Fisheries  Exhibition  will  remain  open  until  April  3. 
The  departure  of  the  Heir-Apparent  on  the  Ophir  is 
now  shown  by  the  Bioscope. 


The  Mick. 
He  was  born .  at  an  age  quite  early 

Was  the  Mick, 
He  has  straight  hair — rather  curly 

Has  the  Mick. 
He's  an  orphan — with  a  mother, 
Wid  no  relations — bar  a  brother, 
Wid  two  in  each  hand  and  one  in  t'other, 

That's  a  Mick. 
When  you  meet  him  out  a-fishing 

He's  a  Mick, 
He  does  no  "  catching  " — only  wishing 

Good  old  Mick. 
When  the  church  was  consecrated. 
And  the  story  was  "  repated," 
He  said  'twas  "  constipated," 

Like  a  Mick. 


A  curious  way  of  catching  fish  used  to  be  practised 
near  the  falls  at  Catnish,  on  the  river  Orchy,  where  a 
rock  obstructs  the  current  almost  from  side  to  side. 
During  spates  a  basket  was  fixed  across  the  water 
rushing  through  the  narrows  thus  formed,  into  which 
fish  fell  back  when  trying  to  leap  the  fall.  This  was 
once  a  common  way  of  catching  fish  all  over  Scotland  ; 
and  tradition  has  it  that  before  the  level  of  the 
Achnacarry  waters  was  changed  by  the  making  of  the 
Caledonian  Canal,  near  the  house  there  was  a  basket 
of  this  kind,  into  which  when  the  salmon  fell  it  also 
rang  a  bell  in  the  kitchen  to  let  the  cook  know  !  But 
it  was  left  to  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  improve 
matters.  A  fire  was  lighted,  a  frying  pan  put  in  the 
place  of  the  basket,  and,  hey  presto  I  the  cook's 
occupation  was  gone. 


Sometimes  too  early,  sometimes  too  late. 
Sometimes  too  small,  sometimes  in  spate, 
Sometimes  too  frosty,  sometimes  too  warm, 
Sometimes  too  windy,  sometimes  too  calm. 
Sometimes  too  dirty,  sometimes  too  clear. 
There's  aye  something  wanting  when  Tm  fishing  here. 


"  '  Whisky  is  called  th'  divle,  because  'tis  wan  iv  th' 
fallen  angels,'  he  says.  '  It  has  its  place,'  he  says, 
'  but  its  place  is  not  in  a  man's  head,'  says  he.  '  It 
ought  to  be  th'  reward  iv  action,  not  th'  cause  iv  it,' 
he  says.  '  It's  f'r  th'  end  iv  th'  day,  not  th'  beginnin',' 
he  says.  '  Hot  whisky  is  good  f'r  a  cold  heart,  an'  no 
whisky's  good  f'r  a  hot  head,'  he  says.  '  th'  minyit  a 
man  relies  on  it  f'r  a  crutch  he  loses  th'  use  iv  his 
legs.  'Tis  a  bad  thing  to  stand  on,  a  good  thing  to 
sleep  on,  a  good  thing  to  talk  on,  a  bad  thing  to  think 
on.' "  Dragnet. 
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ilofes  from  il)e  ^ovt^). 

March  dust  is  strongly  in  evidence  just  now,  and 
with  it  generally  follows  the  first  rise  of  the  March 
Brown.  The  former  can  be  easily  spared,  the  latter  is 
"  all  the  welcomer  early  "  as  the  Old  Jacobites  used  to 
put  it. 


The  Dee  is  now  down  and  getting  into  fine  trim  for 
angUng  on  the  middle  and  upper  waters.  The  bulk  of 
the  early  migration  is  now  past  the  lower  reaches  and 
sport  thereabouts  slack. 


Messrs.  Hardy  and  party  have  left  the  Drum  section 
for  the  nonce  after  a  very  indifferent  season — the 
river  being  out  of  condition  the  whole  time. 


Some  nice  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  got  on  the 
Blairs  water,  the  "  Soldier  Palmer"  being  the  killing 
lure. 


The  death  of  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  at  his  fishery  on 
the  Cairnton  Dee  water,  removes  one  of  the  first  of 
rodsmen  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  He  died  on 
Wednesday  of  Bright's  disease,  the  end  coming  some- 
what suddenly. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farley  have  fished  these  parts  for  nigh 
twenty  years  and  more,  and  Mr.  Parley's  records  were 
far  and  away  beyond  any  others,  either  up  or  down. 
He  had  the  record  fish  of  last  season,  but  this  spring 
has  not  been  much  on  the  water. 


Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffiths,  of  Kelso,  brother-in- 
law.  Sir  Robert  Burnett  Crathes,  and  all  the  leading 
anglers  present  on  Deeside,  followed  the  remains  of 
Mr.  Farley  to  their  last  resting  place  in  the  quiet  little 
cemetery  attached  to  Christ  Church,  Kincardine- 
O'Neil,  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash,  an  enthusiastic  angler — • 
the  incumbent  officiating. 


Major  McGowan  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  another 
of  91b.  the  other  day  on  the  Carron  Spey  water  to  the 
fly.  The  river  is  getting  again  into  angling  trim  after 
the  recent  spate,  and  fish  are  fairly  plentiful. 


The  Beauley  is  yielding  some  good  sport  to  Colonel 
Henry  Fraser — salmon  up  to  161b.  and  sea  trout 
galore.  Lord  Lovatt  is  to  receive  a  hearty  Highland 
welcome  home  during  the  week. 


Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  are 
dividing  the  pools  of  the  prolific  little  water  of  Conon, 
Ross-shire,  between  them.  Lady  Grey  is  also  sharing 
the  honours  of  the  day,  and  in  her  lord  and  master's 
absence  materially  adds  to  the  already  high  record 
of  fish  killed.  Since  the  opening  they  have  creeled 
thirty-five. 


Mr.  Montgomerie  is  having  some  very  good  sport  on 
the  Glentana  waters  of  the  Dee.  This  is  just  the 
season  for  these  parts,  when  the  river  begins  to  shrink 
and  the  pools  to  warm  up.  Meantime  they  are'  ice- 
cold. 


The  Pearl  Minnow  is  an  acceptable  lure  for  salmon 
on  the  Don,  and  those  with  a,  silver  blade  in  a  trans- 
parent body  answer  remarkably  well  indeed,  but  the 
fish  soon  chew  them  up,  and  especially  if  there  be  a 
number  of  kelts  about.  Special  Scotch. 


Proyineial  flngling  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last  at  the 
headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended.  The  work  of  the  committee  done  since 
December  last  was  taken  and  approved  of,  together 
with  the  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report.  The 
report  went  to  show  that  the  number  of  members  con- 
nected with  the  clubs  nmnbered  5,78.3,  and  the  income 
during  the  quarter  amounted  to  £97 16s.  Se%'eral  reports 
were  given  by  the  sub-committee,  and  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  wait  upon  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way authorities  with  a  view  of  getting  an  early 
morning  train  to  Stratford-on-Avon,  as  the  present 
train,  owing  to  its  late  arrival,  was  next  to  useless  to 
the  anglers  visiting  this  district.  A  notice  of  motion 
was  given  in  re  the  admission  of  new  clubs  into  the 
association,  it  being  stated  by  the  mover  that  no 
restrictions,  only  the  one  of  distance,  should  be  placed 
against  the  admittance  of  now  societies. — The  new 
Aston  Swan  Society  is  making  great  headway,  and 
looks  like  being  a  very  large  society.  They  are 
making  members  fast,  and  will  soon  have  a  roll-  ■ 
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call  upon  about  one  hundred  members.  I  hear  some 
very  good  accounts  of  several  of  the  new  societies 
that  have  lately  been  admitted  into  the  Association.— 
A  number  of  new  members  have  lately  joined  the 
G  un  Society,  which  will  in  the  near  future  be  one  of 
the  largest  societies  in  our  city.— The  Trades  Exhibi- 
tion which  opens  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  on 
Monday  next  will  be  again  the  centre  of  attraction  in 
the  Midlands  for  the  next  twelve  weeks.  The  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association  will  again  be  strongly 
represented,  as  a  large  space  on  the  gallery  has  been 
set  apart  for  the  exhibition  of  specimen  fish. 
Over  three  hundred  and  fifty  cases  will  be  on 
view  and  prize  money  to  the  value  of  £20  will  be 
given,  together  with  diplomas  and  gold  and  silver 
medals.  Anglers  coming  to  Birmingham  should  not 
miss  seeing  the  show,  which,  from  a  coarse  fisherman's 
point  of  view,  will  be  equal  to  anything  seen  in  the 
country  ;  all  cases  will  have  to  be  sent  to  the  hall  on 
Saturday  next  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  four 
o'clock.  Fishing  is  again  very  quiet  owing  to  the  bad 
state  of  the  weather ;  we  have  had  rain  and  snow,  and 
it  still  remains  very  cold.  Trout  fishing  will  be  very 
quiet  for  some  little  time  to  come ;  a  number 
of  our  members  have  been  out,  but  little  sport 
has  been  had.  On  the  river  Severn  nothing  so  far  has 
been  done,  and  several  of  our  small  local  streams 
have  been  visited,  the  results  of  which  have  so  far 
been  very  unsatisfactory,  and  it  will  be  some  little 
time  yet  before  anything  like  decent  sport  will  be 
worth  mentioning.  Some  of  our  clubs  have  been 
busy  restocking  their  private  waters.  The  Harborne 
Society  have  again  placed  a  large  number  of  good- 
sized  perch  in  their  pools  near  to  Bartley  Green, 
which  will,  in  time  to  come,  greatly  benefit  the  fish- 
ing. The  half-yearly  subscription  of  twopence  per 
member  is  now  due  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, which  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  C.  White,  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham,  upon  receipt  of  which 
the  adhesive  stamps  for  the  travelling  cards  will  be 
forwarded. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  Fen  waters  were  in  capital  condition, 
the  -closing  days  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  were  not 
productive  of  good  sport.  The  Witham  fished  very 
indifferently  indeed,  and  although  its  tributaries 
yielded  several  nice  baskets,  they  were  not  nearly  so 
remunerative  as  usual.  The  Bain,  for  once  in  a  time, 
quite  failed  to  maintain  its  reputation,  and  many  of 
those  who  patronised  the  Sleaford  Canal  returned 
home  disappointed.  The  trolling  rod  on  the  Forty- 
foot  enjoyed  a  pretty  good  time,  and  several  nice  pike 
were  accounted  for,  including  a  sixteen-pounder  (one 
of  the  heaviest  of  the  season),  which  was  captured  in 
the  Swineshead  district.  Taken  altogether,  the  season 
has  been  quite  an  average  one,  although,  perhaps, 
winter  fishing  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as  usual  on 
one  or  two  waters.  Up  to  the  present  trout  fishermen 
have  not  made  a  commencement,  the  bitterly  cold 
weather  experienced  this  week  having  been  quite 
opposed  to  this  branch  of  sport.  The  waters,  however, 
are  in  capital  condition,  and  with  the  advent  of 
warmer  weather  trout  fishing  would  be  successfully 
inaugurated.  The  Horncastle  magistrates  on  Saturday 
had  three  Sheffield  anglers  before  them  for  illegal 
fishing.  The  offence  took  place  in  private  waters 
belonging  to  Sir  Henry  Hawley,  Bart.,  on  March  2.  Sir 
Henry  told  the  bench  that  anglers,  especially  from 
Sheffield,  were  becoming  a  perfect  nuisance  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Coningsby.  Two  years  ago  he 
prosecuted  some  Sheffield  anglers  for  a  similar 
offence,  and  he  considered  that  this  was  a  sufficient 
warning.  Since  then  he  had  put  up  notice  boards 
prohibiting  fishing  in  waters  on  his  lands,  but  these 
had  been  pulled  up  and  thrown  into  the  canal.  The 
charge  was  proved  by  a  gamekeeper,  and  the  defendants, 
while  admitting  the  offence,  said  they  were  not  aware 
they  were  trespassing.  The  magistrates  imposed  a 
fine  of  2s.  6d.  and  7s.  6d.  costs  in  each  case. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fish  season  wound  up  in  this  district  with 
some  splendid  catches  of  fish  ;  at  the  early  part  of  the 
week  a  quantity  of  heavy  roach  were  exhibited  at  the 
various  club  rendezvous  in  the  city,  and  amongst 
which  Messrs.  E.  T.  Wilcox,  J.  W.  Searie,  W.  H. 
Barker,  Arthur  Marshall,  G.  Turner,  and  many  other 
well-known  local  anglers  were  to  the  front  with  fish  scal- 
ing well  over  lib.  each  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  River 
Hull  and  Driffield  Canal.  Mr.W.  J.  Barker,  a  member  of 
the  North  Myton  Anglers,  had  a  show  of  about  91b.  of 
good  roach  and  a  dace  of  7|oz. ;  Mr.  I.  Smith  had  a 
nice  catch,  which  included  a  dace  of  over  Jib. — Mr. 
W.  H.  Barker,  of  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association, 
had  also  a  good  sample  of  roach  from  the  tidal  waters 
at  Hull  Bridge. — The  Zoological  Angling  Society 
wound  up  the  season  by  fishing  a  match  on  the 
river,  on  the  noted  Swing  Bridge  stretch,  and  did 
fairly  v/ell,  Mr.  J.  Barnett  winning  first  honours 
with  31b.  4oz.  of  nice  fish.  The  Progressive  Angling 
Society  also  fished  a  match  the  other  day  and  opened 
the  campaign  for  the  season,  but  owing  to  the  un- 
favoui-able  weather  on  the  day  in  question,  very  poor 
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sport  was  anticipated  and  the  top  weight  was  reported 
9oz.  Several  anglers  went  out  pike  fishing  and  secured 
some  grand  fish.  Mr.  W.  Cutting,  of  the  Hull 
Preservation  Society,  visited  the  Hornsea  Jlere  and 
secured  two  good  fish ;  the  heaviest,  which  scaled  21^1b., 
is  to  be  set  up  in  a  case  by  our  local  taxidermist 
(Mr.  W.  Crossland) ;  his  other  fish  scaled  a  little  over 
8lb.  But  the  best  fish  of  the  week,  in  fact  of  the  season, 
so  far  as  these  parts  are  concerned,  was  caught  bv  Mr. 
W.  Prince,  of  the  Hand-in-Hand  Society  ;  it  scaled  241b. 
and  was  caught  in  the  river  Hull,  near  to  Frodingham 
Bridge.  Two  others  were  also  run  and  landed  by 
the  party  that  scaled  Hlb.  and  51b.  respectively. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Helen's 
anglers  the  proceedings  were  satisfactory,  the  report 
and  balance-sheet  agreed  to,  and,  with  one  exception, 
all  the  officers  re-elected.  It  is  a  great  loss  to  this 
ol-ganisation  to  have  to  lose  the  services  of  Mr. 
R.  Ball,  who  has  acted  as  treasurer  and  secretary 
from  the  first.  He  was  reluctantly  forced  to 
retire,  but  he  goes  out  of  office  with  feelings 
of  the  highest  respect  from  the  members.  The 
four  Liverpool  clubs  who  arranged  to  fish  their 
opening  matches  on  one  day  in  the  Dee  found  that 
river  in  flood.  The  meetings  of  the  Bootle  Angling 
Association  for  some  time  have  been  both  well 
attended  and  of  exceptional  interest.  The  initial 
match  of  the  season  was  a  great  success,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  second  venture  in  the  same  week. 
All  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  they  will  hold  a  popular 
"  smoker  "  on  the  26th  at  headquarters.  All  the  clubs 
in  this  city  are  doing  their  very  best  to  throw  as  much 
life  in  the  angling  items  of  the  district  as  possible. 
It  is  very  pleasing  to  hear  of  the  sustained  and  ex- 
tensive prosperity  of  the  local  association  at  Warring- 
ton. The  close  season  will  give  a  chance  to  the 
executive  to  deal  with  the  vast  amount  of  work 
entailed  by  their  system  of  working  the  association. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  secretary  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  writes  to  say 
that  the  last  consignment  of  fish  arrived  safely, 
only  two  being  dead  out  of  540  grand  fish.  At 
Dogdyke  several  fine  pike  were  taken  in  the  last 
few  days  of  the  late  coarse  fishing  season.  A  native, 
one  of  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Henshaw,  one  of  121b.,  and  several 
61b.  to  Sib.  from  the  Witham.  In  the  South  Forty 
Foot  Mr.  Clarke  had  one  171b.,  38in.  long,  20in.  girth. 
The  report  speaks  with  regret  of  the  season  closing 
before  April  1,  as  the  fish  are  still  in  the  very  best 
condition.  The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  at 
their  next  meeting  are  to  have  a  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Henshall,  on  "  The  experiences  of  an  observant 
angler,"  and  anticipate  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
The  last  report  from  the  Bollin  says,  "Last  few  days 
of  the  ooarseifishing  season  the  river  fished  -very  well. 
Several  good  fish  were  taken  consisting  of  roach, 
perch,  dace  and  chub.  A  few  trout  were  got  last  week 
end  with  the  worm."  Those  who  care  to  visit  the 
fish  hatchery,  etc.,  at  Warrington  will  leave  the 
Central  Station  at  2.-30,  but  it  is  feared  not  many  will 
go.  Several  locals  who  went  for  a  final  pike  hunt  last 
week  failed  to  do  anything  worth  notice,  although  the 
waters  visited  were  notoriously  good.  Mr.  W.  Taylor 
is  announced  as  the  winner  of  special  prize  for  largest 
fish  from  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  during  season  1900 
and  1901. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  anglers  were  out  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but 
except  in  two  or  three  instances  sport  was  not  of  the 
best.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Norwich,  and  friend,  fishing  on 
the  15th  on  private  water,  had  eighteen  fish,  largest 
181b.  On  the  Waveney,  ^ilr.  Ellis,  of  Eccles,  had  five 
fish,  largest  111b.  Pike  fishing  is  all  over  now  in  this 
district.  No  doubt  a  few  anglers  will  not  put  up  their 
rods  for  another  few  days,  but  it  is  not  very  likely  that 
they  will  do  much,  although  in  some  waters  the  fish 
are  not  near  spawning.  The  immense  quantity  of  rain 
that  has  fallen  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the  upper 
waters  of  the  district,  in  which  are  a  few  trout. 
These  waters  have  suffered  for  the  last  three  years 
from  the  diminished  rainfall,  some  of  the  springs  in 
some  parts  having  become  almost  dried  up.  Anyhow, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  have  a  better  season 
than  we  had  last  year,  which  was  awfully  poor. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  closing  day  of  the  season  was  an  eventful  one, 
for  anglers  were  out  in  considerable  force^  and  at 
Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow  sport  amongst  coarse 
fish  and  pike  was  enjoyed  by  Messrs.  F.  Gamble,  J. 
Greaves,  H.  Hemson,  H.  Collishaw,  H.  Coxou,  T. 
Large,  and  A.  Sadler.  At  King's  Mills,  pike 
were  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Wood  (the  lessee)  and  Jlr. 
J.  Tomlinson:  whilst  roach,  bream  and  perch  were 
creeled  by  Messrs.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Harrison,  and 
J.  Birkin ;  the  last  named  had  a  perch — a  very  hand- 
some specimen — of  lib.  13oz.  Pike  of  22^1b',  171b., 
141b.,  and  9^1b.  were  shown  from  Thorsby  (lake), 
Swineshead,  Welbeck  (lake)  and  Barton.  It  it  believed 
that  several  fresh  run  salmon  have  reached  Shardlow, 
At  the  period  of  writing  the  river  was  rising. 
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FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  have  run  down  to  their  winter  level 
nearly,  but  we  have  a  bitter  east  wind  blowing  all  the 
week,  and  the  Malvern  Hills  are  to-day  covered  with 
snow  :  but  in  the  low  lands  it  has  melted  and  the  fields 
are  looking  very  green,  and  the  fruit-trees  fast  coming 
into  bloom,  and  the  agriculturists  are  now  very  busy. 
"S  ery  few  rods  have- been  out  after  the  trout,  and  sport 
very  disappointing:  nearly  all  the  fish  caught  were 
sadly  out  of  condition,  and  were  returned  to  the  water 
to  provide  sport  on  a  future  day.  Salmon  fishing  has 
been  better  this  week,  the  nets  have  taken  several  good 
fish.  We  saw  a  beautiful  fish  this  morning  (Wednes- 
day) caught  in  the  Upton-on-Severn  district,  weighing 
about  251b.,  which  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Lon" 
Fishmonger,  Gloucester,  and  it  was  iu  grand 
condition.  We  regret  to  hear  that  an  unclean 
fish  has  been  taken  and  sold  in  this  district,  of  which 
more  will  be  heard  anon.  Nothing  has  been  done  in 
the  clubs  beyond  holding  their  ordinarv  meetings  and 
makmg  arrangements  for  the  simamer  campaign. 
Mr.  Percy  Groves,  of  the  Old  Punch  Bowl  Hotel, 
College  Street,  in  this  city,  has  had  a  very  beautiful 
double-handled  cup  made  at  the  Worcester  Porcelain 
Works,  a«  a  prize  for  the  largest  perch  taken  dm-ing  the 
c  )mmg  season  by  a  member  of  the  Birmingham  Heath 
-Angling  Society,  this  hotel  being  the  Worcester  head- 
quarters of  the  club.  On  the  one  side  of  the  cup  is  a 
capital  painting  of  a  perch  gracefully  floating  iu  its 
■watery  element;  on  the  other  is  a  nicely  executed 
view  of  Worcester,  showing  the  river,  bridge  and 
cathedz-al.  It  is  a  splendid  production,  and  reflects 
the  greatest  credit  on  the  producers.  So  grand  a  prize 
will  be  keenly  competed  for,  and  be  much  valued  bv 
the  fortunate  winner,  no  doubt. 


A  EAID  ON  THE  KIDELS.* 


Oke  of  the  King's  officers,  the  Tower  warden,  was  a 
man  with  extensive  powers,  and  a  hundred  archers  at 
his  back.  A  subject  always  in  dispute  between  this 
officer  and  the  city  folk  was  a  claim  put  forth  by  him 
to  catch  fish  in  what  the  commons  called  an  unfair 
way.  The  warden  claimed  a  right  to  put  kidels  in 
the  water,  not  only  in  front  of  the  Wharf,  but  in  any 
other  part  of  the  stream.  A  kjdel  was  a  weir  filled  up 
with  nets,  which  caught  all  fish  coming  dowii  with 

the  tide,  both  the  small  fry  and  the  old  flappers  

For  a  sfaall  sum  of  money  any  rascal  on  the  river 
could  buy  his  licence,  and  set  up  kidels  in  the  Lea 
and  in  the  Medway  as  well  as  in  the  Thames.  The 
efiect  of  netting  these  rivers  was  to  destroy  the  salmon 
and  shad,  as  well  as  to  capture  the  flounder  and  the 

tro'Jt  In  the  Great  Charter  there  was  a  special 

clause  on  kidels  ;  King  John  consenting,  among  other 
things,  that,  under  pain  of  excommunication,  all 
kidels  should  be  removed  from  the  Thames  and 
from  his  other  streams.  Yet  the  warden,  paying  scant 
attention  to  a  parchment  which  he  probably  could  not 
read,  laid  down  his  weirs  and  nets  as  before,  only  desist- 
ing for  a  time  when  the  Sherifi  of  London,  backed  by 
an  armed  band,  dropped  down  the  river  and  seized  his 
nets  

Complaints  were  laid  before  Andrew  Buckrell, 
Mayor,  Henry  de  Gotham,  Sherift",  and  other  magis- 
trates, that  many  new  kidels  had  been  laid  in  the 
Thames  and  the  Medway,  by  authority  of  the  Tower 
Warden,  contrary  to  the  City  Franchise,  and  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  common  people.  More  than  else- 
where this  wrong  was  being  done  to  them  in  the 
Medway,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yautlet  Creek. 
This  was  a  ticklish  thing,  for,  although  the  Thames 
lay  under  the  jurisdiction  of  London  for  many 
purposes,  it  was  not  clear  that  the  Mayor  and  a  City 
band  had  any  right  to  pursue  ofienders  up  the  Medway, 
and  to  seize  them  under  the  walls  of  Rochester  Castle. 
They  put  their  right  to  the  test.  Jordan  de  Coventry, 
Second  Sheriff,  with  a  body  of  men,  well  armed  and 
resolute,  started  on  Jan.  6,  1236-37,  for  Yantlet  Creek, 
where  they  fell  suddenly  and  stoutly  on  the  master 
fishermen  and  their  servants.  They  found  no  less 
than  thirty  kidels  beyond  that  creek  towards  the  sea. 

With  little  ado  they  tore  up  the  nets  and  seized  the 
masters:  Joscelyn  and  four  good  men  of  Rochester; 
seven  good  men  of  Strood  ;  three  good  men  of  Cliff, 
all  master-mariners,  with  nine  others,  their  helpers 
and  abettors  in  the  wrong.  Jordan  brought  these 
captured  nets  and  culprits  up  to  London,  where  he 
gave  the.  nets  to  the  First  Sheriff,  and  lodged  the 
master-rnariners  in  Newgate. 

.  When  the  news  of  this  raid  reached  Rochester, 
Strood,  and  Cliff,  much  din  arose,  and  men  from  these 
towns  rode  up  to  London  to  see  what  could  be  done 
for  Joscelyn  and  bis  fellows.  They  applied  to  the 
King  for  help,  on  the  ground  that  no  man  had  power 
to  seize  the  King's  subjects  by  force,  and  cast  them 
into  jail,  without  his  licence.    Henry  inclined  to  take 

■*  Messrs.  Cassell  have  issued  a  popular  edition  of 
"  Her  Majesty's  Tower,"  by  William  Hepworth  Dixon. 
The  numerous  illustrations  in  colours  and  in  black 
and  white  are  admirably  drawn  by  artists  of  repute. 


this  view;  but  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  maintained 
their  right  to  arrest  offenders  against  the  King's  laws 
and  the  City  franchises.  Being  then  absent  from 
London  Henry  sent  a  writ  to  the  Mayor  commanding 
him  to  accept  bail  for  the  appearance  of  his  prisoners 
until  such  time  as  the  King  could  hold  a  court  to  try 
the  case.  This  court  was  called  in  the  Palace  of 
Kennington,  when  Buckrell  and  the  citizens,  Joscelyn 
and  the  master-mariners,  appeared  before  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  other  great 
personages,  among  whom  the  most  eminent  was 
William  de  Raleigh,  the  famous  justiciar,  a  collateral 
ancestor  of  Sir  Walter. 

William  de  Raleigh,  who  held  a  brief,  as  it  were,  for 
the  Crown,  put  Buckrell  and  his  men  on  their  mettle. 
"How,"  he  asked  them,  "  had  they,  with  such  rash 
daring,  seized  the  King's  liegemen  in  their  boats  and 
cast  them  into  a  common  jail '?  "  Buckrell  answered 
him  :  "  That  he  had  seized  Joscelyn  and  the  rest  for 
just  reasons  :  because,  being  taken  in  the  act  of  using 
kidels,  they  were  infringing  the  rights  of  the  City, 
lessening  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  incurring  the 
ban  of  excommunication,  in  accordance  with  an 
express  clause  in  the  Great  Charter."  He  asked,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  judges  should  enforce  the  law, 
and  punish  the  master-mariners  by  a  heavy  fine. 
William  de  Raleigh  took  this  view  of  the  kidel 
business,  and  his  verdict  gave  immense  delight  at 
Guildhall.  He  sentenced  Joscelyn  and  the  other 
masters  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  each— the  fines  to 
rendered  to  the  chief  men  in  the  City.  A  great  fire 
was  lighted  in  Westcheape,  and  the  captured  nets 
from  Yantlet  Creek  were  burned  in  presence  of  a 
joyful  crowd. — riiblic  Opinion. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mk.  F.  Wabu  occupied  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  The  ordinary  business  having  been  trans- 
acted, votes  of  thanks  became  the  order  of  the  evening. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  was  first  thanked  for  the  able  way 
in  which  he  carried  out  the  duties  of  chairman  at  the 
Annual  Dinner ;  then  come  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  the 
vice-chairman ;  and  after  him  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, 
who  had  designed  and  presented  the  combined  menu 
and  programme;  and  last  but  not  least,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Rolt,  for  the  vety  complete  way  in  which  he  had 
carried  out  all  the  arrangements  for  the  comfort  of 
members  and  guests. 

No  fish  were  shown,  although  the  society's  waters 
remain  open  for  roach  until  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  The  weather  during  the  past  week  having 
been  against  sport,  Mr.  H.  Harden  gave  a  graphic 
account  of  the  capture  of  a  fresh  run  201b.  salmon  on 
the  Dee,  and  stated  that,  although  he  had  taken  larger 
fish,  he  had  had  never  caught  one  that  gave  him  better 
sport.  It  took  him  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  bring 
it  to  the  gaff,  and  when  landed  was  a  perfect  picture. 
He  was  exceptionally  fortunate,  as,  owing  to  the 
flooded  state  of  the  river,  he  was  only  able  to  fish  on 
one  day,  and  managed  to  secure  two  fish.  The  usual 
toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  the  proceedings 
terminated.— M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  G.  H.  Ohlson  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  the  society,  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
Very  few  members  had  been  away  fishing,  which  was 
not  surprising,  considering  the  cold  weather  and  pre- 
vailing east  winds  ruling.  In  fact,  only  two  reported 
successes — Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  who  had  some  ten  pike 
of  about  31b.  to  41b.  each,  the  fish  not  really  taking. 
Mr.  Gray  used  the  last  opportunity  of  fishing  his 
favourite  water  before  the  season  closed,  hoping  to  get 
another  dace  of  15oz.  to  make  a  pair,  to  be  preserved. 
He  was  so  far  fortunate  in  capturing  one  of  14oz.,  and 
this  was  carefully  placed  in  a  linen  wrapper  and  put 
under  the  tap,  ready  "to  send  off  to  Cooper's,  but 
during  the  night  the  house  cat  removed  the  head  for 
him.  One  gentleman  was  elected  a  member,  and 
another  nominated  for  membership.  The  water  at 
Kelvedon  is  reported  to  be  in  capital  condition,  and 
as  the  season  there  remains  open  until  March  31, 
should  the  weather  improve  some  good  sport  amongst 
the  roach  may  reasonably  be  expected.  Mr.  J. 
Powles  West  read  a  humorous  paper,  entitled, 
"Poached  Preserves";  this  was  divided  into  three 
subjects  — "Reformation,"  "Women  and  such-like 
material,"  and  "Artificial  flies  and  official  lies." 
The  paper  was  mostly  composed  of  anecdotes, 
which  were  given  with  dramatic  style  and  fervour, 
providing  good  entertainment  for  an  hour,  and  Mr. 
Powles  West's  efforts  to  amuse  were  not  in  vain. 
The  reading  was  much  appreciated.  On  Tuesday  next 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  will  read  a  paper  on  "  April  Fools," 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  a  good  attendance  to  hear 
this.  The  society  has  acquired,  for  the  continuation 
of  an  experiment,  fifty-one  trout,  ranging  from  ^Ib.  up 
to  31b.  each,  and  these  fish  were  turned  into  the 
society's  waters  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  last.  From 


the  time  these  fish  were  handed  over  to  our  repre- 
sentative, the  journey  to  Chesham  occupied  oi'Jht 
hours,  and  considering  the  large  size  of  the  fish,  and 
the  great  care  necessary  in  dealing  with  them,  many 
being  heavy  m  spawn,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  not 
a  single  fish  was  lost.  This  is  attributable  as  much 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany, who  kindly  sent  a  special  carrier  van  on  from 
Liverpool,  as  to  the  devotion  of  one  of  our  members 
who  travelled  in  the  closed  van  with  the  fish  and 
never  left  them  during  their  transit.  He  watched  the 
carriers  carefully  aerating  the  water  when  necessary 
by  means  of  a  large  garden ,  syringe.  The  difliculty  ^ 
of  transferring  such  large  fish  will  be  understood 
when  It  IS  explained  that  though  the  carriers 
were  large,  in  some  cases  no  more  than  three  - 
fish  could  be  placed  in  them.  The  successful  transfer 
of  such  specimen  fish  without  a  single  loss  so  long 
a  journey  by  amateurs  has  perhaps  never  before  ' 
been  accomplished.  There  were  twenty-six  Salmo 
fario  of  from  Jib.  to  21b.  each,  these  were  placed  in  one 
separate  stretch  of  the  Chesham  waters.  The  remain- 
ing twenty-five  were  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  iridcus),  and 
these  ranged  from  lib.  up  to  31b.  each.  They  were 
turned  into  another  stretch  of  the  river  unique  in  its 
suitability  for  the  experiment  with  these  fish,  and  it  is 
probable  that  provision  will  be  made  for  all  specimens 
captured  by  members  whilst  fishing  for  say  two  seasons 
to  be  returned  in  order  to  attain  the  society's  object, 
knowledge  which  may  prove  of  inestimable  value  to 
pisciculture. 

J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 

Aldersgate-st.,  E.C. 


ANG  LEES'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
Thibteenth  Lea  Competition. 


Since  mylasL  report  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce 
that  the  list  of  prizes  has  reached  to  seventy.  The 
members  of  the  committee  who  are  absent  on  Friday, 
March  22,  are  requested  to  travel  to  St.  Margaret's  by 
the  eight  o'clock  train  from  Liverpool-street  if  possible. 
Gentlemen  not  holding  privilege  tickets  please  note 
that  a  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m. 
for  St.  Margaret's,  calling  at  Hackney  Downs  and 
Tottenham.  Fare  from  Liverpool-street,  2s. ;  Hackney 
Downs,  Is.  9d. ;  Tottenham,  Is.  6d.  Gentlemen  please 
forward  prizes  to  Mr.  C.  A.Medcalf,  13,  Holywell  Row, 
Finsbury,  B.C.,  and  oblige,      S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 


SCALBY  BECK  ANGLING  CLUB. 


A  MEETING  of  the  members  of  this  club  was  held  at 
the  house  of  the  president.  Dr.  W.  C.  Everley  Taylor,  } 
on  Friday  last.    Dr.  Cuff,  and  Messrs.  Albert  Strange, 
A.  J.  Thompson,  Albert  Holloway,  Gilbert  Orr,  and 
J .  W.  Blakey,  were  also  psesent.    The  annual  report 
and  statement  of  accounts  showed, that,  after  meeting  i 
all  expenses  and  contributing  £5  to  the  War  Fund,  | 
there  was  a  credit  balance  of  £9  12s.  6d.    Owing  to  | 
death  and  removals  there  were  three  vacancies,  one  of  J 
them  being  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Blakey,  | 
who  formed  the  club  about  ten  years  ago,  and  has  from  ' 
the  first  been  its  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer.    It  was  * 
decided  only  to  fill  one  of  the  vacancies,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Marsden,  of  Scalby,  was  elected.    Mr.  Blakey  was 
unanimously  elected  a  life  honorary  member.  Mr. 
Albert  Strange  was  selected  as  president  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  Mr.   A.  J.   Thompson  as  hon. 
secretary  and  treasurer.    Mr.  W.  J.  Clark  will  act  as 
the  club's  agent. 


A  FEESH  WATER  FISHEEMAN'S 
SOCIETY  FOE  PLYMOUTH  AND 
NEIGHBOUEHOOD. 


A  MEETING  was  held,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
Mayor  of  Plymouth,  in  the  Barristers  Room  of  the 
Western  Law  Courts  on  Slonday  evening,  March  18, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  start  a  fly  fisherman's 
society  or  club  in  the  three  towns."  Mr.  C.  H. 
James,  C.C.,  was  elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Newton  hon.  secretary.  There  was  a  good  repre- 
sentative number  of  fly  fishermen  present,  and  it  was 
explained  that  a  society  could  with  better  grace  ask 
concessions  from  railway  companies  and  lay  any 
suggestions  before  the  Board  of  Conservators  than  a 
private  individual.  Mr.  W.  Hoarder  said  they  wanted 
to  get  all  the  licence  holders  in  touch  one  with  the 
other,  so  that  they  may  be  called  together  at  any 
time  to  further  the  interests  of  the  association,  and 
also  to  endeavour  to  promote  the  most  sportsmanlike 
style  of  fishing.  All  the  gentlemen  present  were 
pleased  that  the  conservators  had  passed  a  bj-e-law 
prohibiting  the  use  of  natural  bait,  except  in  certain 
prescribed  limits.  It  was  resolved  that  those  present 
form  themselves  into  a  committee,  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number,  and  they  would  meet  at  an 
early  date  to  draw  up  rules. 
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SALMON  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

E_  (From  the  Tiines  of  March  19.) 

'  "  SiE, — As  you  were  good  enough  to  take  some  notice 
of  the  public  meeting  held  on  June  30,  1899,  at  the 
Mansion  House,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  possibility  of  restoring  salmon 
to  the  Thames,  it  may  not  be  without  interest  to  state 
briefly  what  has  been  the  result  of  the  decision  then 
arrived  at. 

"After  inspecting  several  localities  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal the  Thames  Salmon  Association  finally  accepted 
the  offer  of  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey  of  his  trout 
hatching  establishment  at  the  Lea,  Denham,  Uxbridge. 
Daring  the  spring  of  1900  Mr.  Gilbey  hatched  out  some 
50,000  salmon  ova  received  from  the  Foyle  and  Bann 
fisheries  and  the  Solway  fisheries.  These  fish  have 
done  well,  but  vary  very  greatly  in  size,  some  being 
•51  inches  long  at  the  present  time,  others  only 
H  inches,  but  they  seem  healthy  and  vigorous.  During 
the  present  spring  another  50,000  ova  have  been 
batched  out,  a  very  fine  consignment  of  30,000  having 
been  received  from  Norway,  wliile  the  remainder  came 
from  the  Foyle  and  Bann  fisheries,  and  from  Inui- 
shannon.  These  ova  have  done  as  well  as  possible, 
but  they  have  their  summer  troubles  yet  before  them, 
the  conditions,  however,  at  Denham  being  happily  as 
favourable  as  possible. 

"The  question  now  is  when  and  where  to  turn  the 
parr  of  last  year  into  the  river.  The  intention  at 
present  is  to  turn  the  largest  in  at  Teddington  Weir 
during  April,  but  experiments  might  be  made  by 
turning  them  in  at  different  times  of  the  year  and  in 
different  localities.  It  is  hoped  that  the  association 
may  be  able  to  continue  their  operations  over  a  series 
of  years,  or  until  the  first  salmon  is  seen  leaping  at 
Teddington  Weir,  when  they  might  be  conducted  on  a 
larger  scale.  Suggestions  would,  in  any  case,  be 
welcomed.  "W.  H.  Grenfell, 

"Chairman,  Thames  Salmon  Association. 

"  Taplow  Court,  Bucks,  March  14." 


SENSATIONAL  CYCLE  SCHEME. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  of  Holhorn,  London,  the 
well-known  cycling  house,  are  now  making  a  big  offer 
for  public  patronage.  Following  in  the  wake  of  the 
Times  newspaper  and  other  big  concerns,  they  are 
offering  their  famous  "Ilixium"  cycles  for  twelve 
-  monthly  payments  of  15s.  3d.  (or  6d.  a  day).  These 
cycles  are  identical  in  construction  with  those  supplied 
to  the  C.I.V.  during  the  Boer  war,  and  which  rendered 
such  signal  service  ;  and  Jlessrs.  A.  W.  Gamage  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  as  regards  value  for 
money,  this  is  the  most  liberal  offer  ever  made  during 
the  whole  history  of  the  trade.  We  understand  that 
distance  being  no  object,  country  residents  can  be 
supplied  with  these  machines.  Our  advice  to  our 
readers  is  :— Write  to  Holhorn  for  particulars. 


THE  CHICAGO  FLY-CASTING 
CLUB'S  ANNUAL. 

The  annual  banquet  and  meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Fly-Casting  Club  was  held  on  Feb.  11  at  the  Monroe, 
President  Perce  the  presiding  officer. 

About  thirty  members  of  the  club  participated  in 
the  festivities  and  the  subsequent  business  meeting. 
A  banquet  of  choice  viands  was  served,  supplemented 
by  witty  speeches  and  relations  of  the  speakers'  ex- 
periences with  sport  astream.  Among  those  who 
entertained  the  merry  gathering  of  their  brothers  of 
the  angle,  with  amusing  accounts  of  how  they  had 
"cast  their  lines  and  lures  "  on  pleasant  waters,  were 
the  following  members  :  Dr.  Armstrong,  H.  W.  Perce, 
W.  T.  Church,  B.  H.  Bradley  (who  related  his 
experiences  on  the  Kankakee  River)  and  Leonard 
Goodwin. 

During  the  annual  meeting  there  was  some  dis- 
cussion regarding  angling  fixtures  and  amusements 
for  the  coming  summer,  but  no  definite  action  was 
taken.  However,  practice  meets  will  be  held  at  the 
usual  place— North  Lagoon,  Garfield  Park— a  schedule 
of  which  will  be  made  up  and  sent  out  later;  and 
some  fishing  trips  for  the  club  members  will  be 
arranged  during  the  angling  season. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted 
as  follows :  president,  W.  T.  Church  ;  vice-president, 
H.  G.  Hascall ;  secretary-treasurer,  N.  C.  Heston ; 
captain,  A.  C.  Smith.  As  has  been  the  custom  of  the 
club,  the  retired  president,  H.  Wheeler  Perce,  was 
placed  on  the  executive  committee  for  three  years, 
the  other  members  of  which  are  I.  H.  Bellows  (two 
years),  and  F.  N.  Peet  (one  jea.r).— American  Field. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fisheniien.  By  COWWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  sorae  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superlj ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Diana  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember.  The  liook  may  be  obtained,  post  free 
from  the  Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  (.Went  Garden 
*    at  the  reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  J.  C. — Your  suggestion  as  to  a  soft  dressing  of 
linseed  oil  is  a  very  good  one,  and  should  answer  your 
purpose  admirably. 


(Totresponbence* 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspmidents.} 

SALMON  ROE  AND  ROD  SPLICING. 

Dear  Sir, — Don't  be  shocked.  Often  have  I  heard 
of  the  deadly  salmon  roe,  but  never  have  I  seen  any 
prepared  as  bait,  much  less  tried  it.  Is  it  such  a 
dreadful  thing,  after  all '?  I,  mean  as  a  bait ;  or  is  it 
because,  to  obtain  it,  the  fish  must  be  killed  out  of 
season  ?  Anyhow,  I  am  curious  to  see  for  myself 
what  is  to  be  done  with  it,  and  if  its  much-vaunted 
power  over  trout  is  not  greatly  exaggerated. 

My  lines  are  cast  for  the  present  in  France,  in  a 
part  where  netting,  lime,  and  dynamite  are  the  recog- 
nised methods  of  supply  in  the  market.  Of  course  it 
is  forbidden — the  two  latter  dodges,  I  should  say — 
nevertheless,  every  peasant  does  it,  hence  legitimate 
fishing  is  nearly  useless,  except  far  oft'  in  the  mountains 
where  inhabitants  are  scarce. 

Daily  in  the  market  hen  salmon  full  of  roe  are 
exposed  for  sale,  and  thus  you  have  my  idea.  Would 
it  be,  in  your  opinion,  a  ciime  to  buy  some  roe, 
prepare  it,  and  try  it  in  the  limed  and  dynamited 
streams  ?  You  know  me  as  a  sportsman,  and  therefore 
not  a  person  who  would  do  anything  that  could  harm 
fair  fishing,  yet  I  have  always  been  curious  and 
sceptical  about  salmon  roe  for  trout,  and  I  here  see  a 
chance  of  finding  out  something  of  its  effects  without 
doing  any  thing  or  body  harm. 

If,  therefore,  you  could  tell  me  how  to  prepare  it 
and  agree  to  this  experiment,  I  will  try ;  if  not,  say 
so,  and  I  shall  certainly  not  pursue  the  idea  further. 
In  a  couple  of  months  I  shall  be  exploring  the 
mountains  for  fishing,  and  will  let  yQu  have  the 
results. — Yours  faithfully,  "  Oyster." 

Pau,  France. 

P.S. — When  "Angler"  meets  "Novice"  with  his 
broken  rod  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  ("  How  to  Repair 
Rods  ")  I  notice  that  after  cutting  and  filing  the  splice, 
he  warms  both  splice  and  wax.  How  does  he  do  it  by 
the  river  ?  I  suggest  sitting  on  them,  but  then  I  have 
recollections  of  school  days  when  we  waxed  our 
dominie's  chair  and  he  sat  on  it,  with  awful  results  I 
I  wonder. 

["  Oyster  "  had  better  leave  salmon  roe  alone,  as  he 
may,  by  his  scientific  experiments,  introduce  another 
form  of  poaching  into  French  trout  streams.  Has 
"Oyster"  read  Henderson's  "My  Life  as  an 
Angler"  ?  If  "  Oy.ster  "  lights  a  wax  match,  he  need 
not  sit  on  it — we  mean  the  splice — to  warm  it ;  he 
can  hold  the  wax  over  it  and  warm  that,  and  then 
rub  it  on  the  parts  to  be  spliced. — Bd.] 


A  STRANGE  DELUSION. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  correspondent  I  appeal  to  you 
for  help.  This  is  what's  the  matter.  A  short  time 
ago  I  was  in  conversation  with  one  who  hitherto  I 
have  been  proud  to  call  a  friend.  Our  subject 
was  fly  casting.  In  his  usual  flowery  manner  he 
described  the  line  as  going  forward  "  in  widening 
circles."  I  objected  to  this,  and  suggested  he  must 
mean  "  extending  curves,"  as  if  the  line  got  anywhere 
near  a  circle  it  would  fall  on  the  water  not  very  far 
from  the  point  of  the  rod.  The  natural  obstinacy  of 
the  man  came  into  play,  and  he  maintained  that  a 
well-cast  line  travelled  in  circles,  which  he  had  fre- 
quently witnessed  watching  a  well-known  angler.  I 
told  him  that  eyesight  was  not  always  to  be  trusted, 
especially  if  an  object  were  looked  at  through  thick 
glass,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  bottom  of  a  large 
tumbler  or  tankard  with  perhaps  a  liquid  medium 
also  intervening ;  if  the  liquid  were  effervescing,  no 
doubt  a  line  looked  at  through  it  would  seem  to  per- 
form all  kinds  of  antics.  He  took  no  notice  of  my 
insinuation,  but  stuck  to  his  statement,  and  does  so 
still,  although  I  have  drawn  for  him  various  diagrams 
showing  that  the  line  when  brought  forward  in  the 
act  of  casting  first  of  all  describes  a  sharp  curve. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  not  have  appealed  to  3'ou, 
were  it  not  that  I  have  just  received  a  note  from 
him  saying  I  am  quite  wrong,  and,  moreover, 
that  he  is  going  to  give  his  cousin  some  lessons 
in  fly  fishing,  and  will  teach  her  to  cast  a  line  in 
"  extending  circles."  Sir,  it  is  for  her  sake  I  write  to 
beg  you  will  publish  this  with  an  editorial  comment 
and  opinion.  Your  authority  might  possibly  tend  to 
cure  what  I  cannot  but  think  is  an  aberration  of 
intellect  (temporary,  I  hope)  in  the  case  of  my  friend, 
for,  strange  to  say,  he  is  an  expert  angler,  and  his 
power  and  style  of  casting  is  certainly  above  the 
average. — Yours  verj'  sincerely,  but  rather  bewildered, 
A  White-Headed  Novice. 

[An  "extending  curve"  would  meet  the  case,  and 
kill  fish  better  than  "widening  circles";  but  we 
should  like  to  see  an  angler  doing  the  "widening 
circle"  cast— at  a  safe  distance. — Ed. J 


AD.JUSTABLE  SILENT  CHECK ;REEL  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  mo 
whether  there  is  a  reel  on  the  market  similar  to 
Slater's  combination — that  is,  a  Nottingham  reel  v/ith 
bars,  but  with  an  adjustable  silent  check  ?  I  sec  that 
Messrs.  Farlow  advertise  an  adjustable  break  to  their 
"  lever  "  salmon  winches,  and  that  Slater  advertises  a 
silent  check  to  his  "  fly  fisher's  reel "  ;  but,  as  far  as  I 
know,  there  is  nothing  concerning  the  features  I  have 
mentioned  above. 

Surely  such  a  reel  would  be  a  great  advance  on 
anything  yet  on  the  market.  I  have  never  been  able  to 
understand  why,  if  one  wants  a  check,  they  should  be 
condemned  to  the  noisy  arrangement  usually  in  force, 
nor  why  a  fly-fisherman  should  use  a  small-barrelled 
slow-winding  reel,  such  as  is  apparently  supposed  to 
be  the  correct  thing.  Note  an  expert,  one  moment 
making  a  long  cast  with  perfect  ease  and  grace,  the 
next — if  he  hooks  his  fish  and  it  bolts  down  stream  — 
scram1)ling  in  hands  full  of  line,  or  even  trolling 
backwards  to  keep  a  taut  line — by  no  moans  a  picture 
of  finished  art.  With  the  big-barrelled  quick-winding 
reel  all  this  fluster  would  be  avoided,  and  the  balance 
can  surely  be  attained  as  well  with  ebonite,  or  ebonite 
and  wood,  etc.,  as  with  metal  alone.  Again,  if  you 
are  throwing  an  extra  long  line,  it  is  sometimes 
desirable  to  have  the  check  a  bit  stiffer  than  for 
ordinary  work,  and  this  could  be  attained  in  a  moment 
with  an  adjustable  check. 

I  take  it  that  the  clicking  chock  was  originally 
made  so  that  a  man  could  leave  his  rod  with  a  gorge 
bait  or  worm  on  it,  and  receive  due  warning  when 
some  unfortunate  fish  had  almost  assimilated  it.  If 
so,  with  more  advanced  ideas  of  sportsmanlike  fishing, 
it  is  no  longer  wanted.  Taking  all  these  points  into 
consideration,  I  venture  to  propound  the  query  with 
which  I  started  this  lengthy  screed. — Yours  trulj% 

Scotch  Reel. 

P.S. — Can  you  get  a  boat  up  from  Huntingdon  to 
fish  the  backwater  between  there  and  Brampton  (for 
chub),  or  is  there  a  disused  lock  in  the  way? 


rudd  and  roach. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  thinking  of  turning  some  rudd 
into  our  water,  but  do  not  wish  to  do  so  if  they  are 
likely  to  inter-breed  with  the  roach.  I  should  be 
glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  give  us  your 
opinions  on  the  subject. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fred.  C.  H.  Seyfang,  Hon.  Sec, 
Witham  Angling  Society, 
Witham,  Essex. 

[We  do  not  think  the  Witham  anglers  need  hesitate, 
as  there  would  be  no  harm  done  if  the  fish  did  cross 
occasionally.  In  Norfolk  and  elsewhere  the  fish  live 
together  in  the  same  waters.  We  have  seen  what 
appeared  to  be  cross-bred  fish  (roach  and  rudd),  and 
they  were  handsomer  than  either  of  their  parents. 
—Ed.] 


WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  a  queer  little  crab  which  is 
pretty  plentiful  up  here  on  the  coasts  of  Shetland.  I 
thought  I  knew  most  of  the  crabs  found  in  North 
Britain,  but  have  not  seen  this  one  on  Scotch  shores. 
Can  you  tell  me  its  name  ? — Yours  truly. 

Black  Bketle. 
.  [Not  knowing  the  insect,  which  looked  like  a  little 
coffee-coloured  lobster,  we  sent  it  to  Mr.  Boulenger, 
who  very  kindly  sends  this  rexjly :] 

Dear  Sir,— "The  little  crustacean  is  Galathea  squami- 
fera,  Leach,  common  on  the  rocky  shores  of  the 
Channel.  People  often  mistake  it  for  a  young  lobster. 
— Yours  truly,  .  G.  A.  Boulenger. 

British  Museum  of  Natural  History. 


A  QUERY  RESPECTING  WADERS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  we  amateur  fishermen  have  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  information  through  the  medium  of 
your  paper,  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if 
you  would  answer  this  question,  or  any  of  your 
readers. 

Is  it  advisable  to  turn  waders  inside  out  to  dry  after 
use,  or  would  they  dry  if  left  as  they  are  used  ?  Be- 
cause I  consider  the  strain  put  on  the  scams  in  turning 
them  inside  out  renders  them  loose  quicker  than  if 
they  were  left  alone.  Wishing  your  paper  every 
success,  I  am,  yours  faithfully,  J.  Davies. 

[Any  waders  which  can  be  turned  inside  out  should 
certainly  be  so  treated  after  use.  We  never  heard  of 
the  seams  suft"ering  in  the  way  our  correspondent 
suggests  ;  we  should  say  that  not  to  dry  the  waders 
would  be  more  likely  to  injure  them  than  turning 
them  inside  out  wlien  necessary. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  ETTRICK. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  correspondent  in  your 
issue  of  the  9th  inst.,  I  have  pleasure  in  informing 
him  he  will  find  very  full  information  in  "  Riverside 
Rambles,"  by  Duncan  Fraser,  new  edition,  one 
shilling,  published  by  -J.  Lewis,  .Selkirk — a  very 
interesting  angling  book. — Yours  truly,  O.  B. 

Trout  .\nglers'  Club,  Edinburgh. 
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FISHING  NEAR  DAVOS,  SWITZERLAND. 

Deak  Sir,— Thanks  for  yom-s  of  the  4th.  I'm  afraid 
Admiral  Hand  won't  get  what  I  want.  With  one  or 
two  small  exceptions,  however,  I  now  have  everything 
I  need  beyond  what  I  shall  find  in  the  Anni/  and 
Navy  Giucttc  file,  of  which  I  hope  to  have  another 
bos-load  in  a  day  or  two.  I  have  everything  about  the 
China  war  of  18(30.  Indeed,  I  have  finished  it  long 
since. 

The  fishing  at  Davos  is  only  lake  fishing,  and,  of 
late,  very  obnoxious  local  rules  have  been  made  to 
prevent  strangers  from  enjoj-ing  such  as  there  is. 
There  are  lots  of  fish,  averaging  about  141b.,  but  they 
may  only  be  caught  from  the  bank,  and  now  from 
only  a  very  short  stretch  of  that.  In  another  lake 
there  are  some  smaller  trout  and  some  burbot,  but  in 
Liechtenstein,  a  few  hours  away,  there  are  heaps  of 
fish,  excellent  and  very  pretty  streams,  and  fewer 
absm-d  restrictions.  The  Davos  season  is  practically 
ended  on  May  1,  when  people  are  no  longer  allowed  to 
move  away  from  footpaths,  on  account,  so  they  pretend, 
of  growing  hay.  Even  the  proprietors  are  not  sufiered 
to  give  one  permission  to  go  over  their  grass— so,  at 
least,  said  the  "  beaks  "  when  I  fought  the  point  last 
spring.  Local  license  (communal)  five  francs,  but  it 
is  now  not  worth  it.  The  fishing,  however,  is  excellent 
m  its  way  but  for  the  red  tape.  I  have  taken  61b.  and 
71b.  in  an  hour.  Fish  are  shy,  but  very  numerous. 
Water  awfully  clear. — Yours  truly, 

A  Davos  Visitor. 


SPRING  TROUTING  IN  IRELAND. 
_  Deab  Sib,— I  should  be  very  grateful  for  anv  informa- 
tion about  places  in  Ireland  where  the  spring  trouting 
is  really  good.  I  have  three  weeks'  holiday  beginning 
from  April  15,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  of  some  place 
where  I  could  depend  on  having  good  sport. 

Any  particulars  (1)  as  to  average  weight  and  average 
daily  catch ;  (2)  as  to  quarters,  hotel  or  lodgings 
(giving  rates  where  possible),  will  b^ gladly  received.— 
Yours  faithfully,  "  Abd  Chorlie." 

TUNNY  FISHING  IN  EUROPE,  ETC. 
Dear  Sib, — The  following  r^sumi  of  notes,  mostly 
from  the  Field,  may  interest  your  correspondent 
"  Seehund,"  and  other  inquirers,  as  to  habitat  and 
season  of  the  tunny.  "Seehund"  will  see  that  he  is 
mistaken  as  to  the  tunny  not  reaching  a  great  weight 
in  Europe.  Those  ten-pounders  he  saw  at  San 
Sebastian  may  have  been  young  timny,  or  possibly 
specimens  of  the  smaller  varieties — Thynnus  brachy- 
pterus  or  Thynnus  hrcvipennis—hni  more  likely' 
bonito,  Thynnus  pclamys,  or  Scomber  pelamys,  caught 
in  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean  on  lines  baited 
with  artificial  flying-fish,  or  other  fish,  and  sometimes, 
I  am  told,  with  a  peculiar  spinning  feather. 

By  the  way,  your  other  correspondent,  "  W.  D.  G.," 
may  be  interested  to  know  that  flying-fish  do  frequent 
the  Mediterranean  ;  I  have  seen  plenty  of  fine  ones  in 
the  Genoa  fish-market,  and  often  eaten  them,  so  fresh 
that  they  could  not  have  been  brought  from  far. 

Now  to  our  big  tunny.  A  correspondent  in  the 
Field  of  Dec.  15  last,  quoting  from  a  consular  report, 
stated  that  Sicily  and  adjacent  islands  possessed  the 
most  extensive  tunny  fisheries  of  the  Mediterranean, 
near  Syracuse,  near  Cape  Passero,  the  south-east  point 
of  the  island,  and  elsewhere.  The  small  group  known 
as  the  ^^:gadian  Islands  were  a  favourite  resort  of 
tunny,  having  four  fisheries— Favignana,  Formiche, 
San  Giuliano,  and  Bonagia. 

The  immense  systems  of  nets  known  as  ionnare 
were  worked  for  four  months  or  more— say  from 
beginning  of  May  to  middle  of  September.  The 
^gadian  group  yielded  annually  about  13,000  tunny, 
by  far  the  largest  number  being  taken  in  the  Favignana 
fishery;  all  large  fish,  averaging  perhaps  4001b.  or 
5001b.,  many  10001b.  or  over. 

On  the  Tunisian  coast  they  were  reported  to  be 
much  smaller,  averaging  perhaps  1301b. 

OnDec.22Iquotedfromafishery  report  by  a  Spanish 
naval  officer,  stating  that  tunny  were  found  off  the 
Canary  Islands  from  April  to  October,  off  the  northern 
side  of  Grand  Canary,  and  that  portion  of  the  southern 
side  known  to  Spanish  fishermen  as  Las  Calmas  de 
Canarias.  They  were  caught  there  with  lines  from 
small  boats ;  one  man  and  two  boys  would  get  about 
a  dozen  in  a  day,  about  1  cwt.  each  (something  like 
the  Tunisian  fish).  On  the  neighbouring  African 
coast,  about  thirty  miles  west-north-west  of  Rio  de 
Oro,  on  banks  known  to  Canary  fishermen  as  the 
Canteras,  tunny  were  abundant  and  apparently  per- 
manently present,  which  was  not  the  case  elsewhere. 

In  the  Field  of  Jan.  5,  a  correspondent  reported 
tunny-fishing  as  practised  off  Madeira,  season  not 
mentioned,  large  boats  staying  out  two  or  three  days, 
hand-lines  about  the  thickness  of  one's  little  filiger^ 
and  a  half  herring  as  bait.  This  suggests  rather  srnali 
tunny  and  disproportionately  powerful  tackle,  unless 
the  "  herring  "  is  some  big  shad  or  other  member  of  the 
family,  for  I  don't  believe  the  true  herring  is  found  in 
those  latitudes.  I  never  saw  one  at  Mogador,  Southern 
Morocco,  though  there  were  plenty  of  shad,  sardines, 
and  anchovies.  ' 


A  naval  officer,  in  the  Field  of  Jan.  12,  reported 
seeing,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  in  summer,  French  boats 
fishing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  land,  in 
2300  fathoms  of  water,  catching  tunny  under  sail,  at 
about  four  knots,  lines  on  stern,  from  the  mizen,  and 
from  two  long  spars  ou  port  and  starboard  sides. 

And  I  have  already  quoted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
one  of  the  most  important  notes  in  the  Field,  from  a 
resident  at  Constantinople,  sho-wing  that  immense 
numbers  of  tunny  follow  shoals  of  "i^alamont"  or 
horse-mackerel  down  the  Bosphorus  and  Sea  of 
Marmora  in  autumn,  and  some  were  caught  on  lines 
by  Armenian  fishermen,  in  the  vicinitv  of  the  palamont 
nets,  which  the  tunny  frequented  to 'pick  up  the  fish 
that  leaped  over.  The  hook  was  huge,  the  line  pro- 
portionately thick,  and  the  Armenian  fisherman  let  the 
tunny,  When  hooked,  tow  his  boat  about  till  it  was 
tired,  and  settled  it  with  a  revolver  when  it  came  near 
enough. 

I  think  I  have  now  indicated  sufficient  localities, 
though  Sardinia  and  Corsica  may  also  be  suggested, 
and  the  season  would  appear  to  be  summer  and  early 
autumn,  so  it  will  be  rather  warm  work,  especially  if 
one  gets  hold  of  a  half-tonner  ! 

Big  baits  are  evidently  the  thing  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean tunny  ;  mackerel,  horse-mackerel,  flying-fish, 
and  artificials  might  be  tried. 

As  to  rod  and  tackle,  especially  for  those  Sicilian 
monsters,  there  seems  to  be  an  opening  for  Hardy  and 
other  first-class  makers  to  devise  some  such  tackle  as 
will  save  the  angler  from  getting  his  hands  knocked 
to  pieces  and  his  arms  strained  like  that  poor 
Californiau  novice  who  only  had  hold  of  a  "fairly 
smart  fish  of  1121b."  !  No,  I  really  doubt  if  these 
giants  can  be  caught  with  rod  and  line,  and  think  the 
enterprising  yachtsman  or  tourist-angler  would  do 
well  to  try  the  smaller  Tunisian  or  Canary  Islands 
specimens  before  tackling  them.  "Black  Sea  bass" 
of  over  4001b.  are  reported  to  have  been  caught  at 
Santa  Catalina,  but  they  are  very  different  fish  from 
our  respected  friend  the  tunny,  which  combines 
immense  weight  with  intense  vigour  and  great  speed. 

In  fact,  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that,  for  the  quarter 
and  half-tonners,  an  electric  battery  reel  and  electric 
wire  line  might  not  be  allowable.  That  would  make 
them  leap  !  But  I  suppose  it  would  savour  rather  of 
poaching.  Qhas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  March  4,  1901. 


SHANNON  EELS. 
Sir, — It  may  interest  your  correspondent  "  Mona  " 
to  hear  that  tiie  eels  of  the  Shannon  are  different  in 
both  shape  and  colour  to  the  olive-backed,  sharp- 
nosed,  silver-bellied  eels  of  the  Trent.  I  have  exam- 
ined both  species  very  carefully,  and  they  seem  to  me 
to  be  a  separate  and  distinct  species — the" nose  is  more 
blunt,  the  eye,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  larger,  the 
creature  is  very  different  in  colour,  and  does  not 
possess  either  the  grace  or  beauty  of  the  migratory 
eels  of  the  Trent.  In  fact,  it  is  an  indifferent  specimen 
m  comparison.— I  am,  etc.,  Obseeveb. 


GOOD  AND  CHEAP  SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — I  want  to  thank  you  and  several  of  your 
correspondents  for  the  advice  re  "  good  and  cheap  sea 
fishing."  I  shall  try  to  take  all  their  tips.  I  have 
already  written  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
asking  to  join,  and  I  have  sent  for  the  "  Anglers' 
Diary."— Yours  truly,  Lennox  S. 


A  PINE  BRACE  OF  PERCH— CURIOUS 
COINCIDENCE. 
^  Dear  Sir,— On  March  15,  fishing  in  the  Chichester 
Canal,  Mr.  Mortimer,  one  of  our  Portsmouth  anglers, 
landed  a  perch  in  fine  condition  scaling  31b.  8^oz.  On 
March  16, 1900,  the  same  angler,  at  Chichester,  caught 
a  perch  weighing  31b.  12oz.  The  fish  were  taken  within 
a  yard  of  the  same  spot.  The  latter  has  already  been 
set  up  by  "  Saunders."  The  present  century  fish  is  in 
the  same  hands.— Yours  truly,  J.  S.  D. 

Portsea. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  LANGHOLM 
DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  any  infor- 
mation which  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me 
as  to  the  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Langholm 
district  at  Easter. — Yours  truly,  Izaak. 

Southport. 


A  SCARCE  LITTLE  , ANGLING  WORK. 
Dear  Sir, — Revisiting  my  old  home  at  St.  Ives  last 
week  I  came  across  enclosed  quaint  dissertation  on 
"  the  art."  My  father,  who  died  at  a  great  age  a  year 
ago,  evidently  regarded  it  as  a  piece  of  literature  not 
to  be  lost  sight  of. 

Apologising  for  bringing  this  curious  old  treatise  to 
your  notice,  I  beg  to  subscribe  myself  one  of  your 
earliest  and  most  appreciative  readers, 

S.  R.  Osborne. 
[The  little  work  Mr.  Osborne  so  kindly  sends  is  a 
sixteen  page  pamphlet  (size  six  inches  by  four  inches)  in 


a  faded  pink  paper. wrapper,  and  the  title-page  runs  as 
follows:  "Instructions  to  Yoimg  Fishermen,  or  the 
Art  of  Angling  on  the  River  Ncne,  more  particularly 
from  Wansford,  Huntingdonshire,  to  the  Doo-  and 
Doublet  Bridge,  Islo  of  Ely,  Cambridgeshire.  By  James 
Ivearly,  Auctioneer,  Peterborough.  Printed  for  the  ' 
Autlior  by  W.  &  W.  Hatfield,  Cnmbridgo  ;  and  may  be  ' 
had  of  most  booksellers  in  the  neighbouring  Towns, 
Price  Ninepeiice."  There  is  no  date,  but  in  a  post- 
script tlie  author  informs  his  subscribers  tJiat  on 
May  4,  1826,  ho  intends  to  publish  a  second  edition  of 
his  iarce  m  two  acts,  "  The  Impostor,  or  Double  Dis- 
appointment." The  little  work  is  chiefly  interesting 
as  being  scarce— it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Bibliotheca 
Piscaiona.  The  copy  Mr.  S.  R.  Osborne  sends  has 
the  autograph  of  Martin  Osborne,  and  the  date 
Nov.  30,  1827.  The  most  useful  hint  in  the  "  Instruc- 
tions "  is,  "When  fly  fishing  for  chub  or  other  fish 
which  you  see  sailing  about  near  the  surface,  pitch 
your  fly  near  his  tail,  as  ho  will  then  often  turn 
and  take  it  at  once,  as  if  he  heard  it  fall  there."— Ed.] 


TROUT  PISHING  WITHIN  THIRTY  MILES 
OP  CAMBRIDGE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib,— I  wonder  if  any  of  vour  correspondents 
would  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  of  any  trout  fishin"- 
to  be  got  within,  say,  thirty  miles  of  Cambridge,  as  I 
have  been  nnable  to  hear  of  any  while  in  residence 
there.  There  are  a  few  trout,  I  know,  in  the  backs  of 
the  Cam  by  the  colleges,  but  they  will  not  take  a  fly. 
Hoping  I  am  not  trespassing  on  your  space. — Yours 

R.  H.  GiBBS. 


STOCKING  WITH  MAY  FLY  EXPERIMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  disappointed  not  to  find  any 
replies  this  week  regarding  the  elevation  at  which  the 
May  Fly  can  exist,  but  your  own  note  last  week  induces 
me  to  believe  that  there  is  a  chance  of  their  surviving 
in  the  Alpine  lake  to  which  I  hope  to  introduce  them" 
May  I  ask  another  question  about  them— namely  in 
what  stage  of  the  May  Flies'  existence  is  it  easiest  to 
transport  them,  as  grubs  or  in  the  winged  form  ? 
There  are  such  swarms  of  them  in  some  parts  of  this 
lake  that  they  are  a  nuisance,  and  it  would  be  easy  to 
get  any  number  to  transport  ;  but  if  your  entomologist 
readers  advise  any  previous  stage  of  the  flies'  state,  I  < 
should  be  very  grateful  if  they  would  also  suggest  how  4 
it  can  be  found.    Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  I  am 
yours  truly.  Will  Dixon  Galpin. 

Manerba,  Lago  di  Garda. 

[Pictet  says  that  the  May  Fly  (Ephemera  vulgata) 
IS  found  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva  and  in  all  parts  of 
Switzerland.  The  larvai  are  found  in  April  and  May 
crawling  about  in  the  mud.  Mr.  Galpin  should  collect 
as  many  of  them  as  possible,  and  put  them  into  the 
water  he  wants  to  stock.  Since  the  fly  is  so  abundant 
he  might  also  attempt  to  transport  some  impregnated 
females.  On  the  Test  the  fly  was  successfully  trans- 
ported in  the  larval  stage  and  established  for  a'time  in 
a  part  of  the  river  where  it  liad  previously  been 
absent.— Ed.] 


SPORT  AT  LAKE  VYRNWY. 
Dear  Sir,— The  weather  has  been  Arctic,  and  alto- 
gether against  fishing.  Gales  the  first  week,  and  a 
succession  of  north-east  winds  the  second  week. 
Nevertheless,  I  have  had  seventy  trout,  which  is  not 
bad  under  almost  impossible  conditions.  To-day 
everything  looks  more  favourable,  and  I  hope  to  make 
some  good  bags  next  week.  The  little  hotel  here  is 
better  done  than  ever,  and  even  with  poor  sport  the 
place  is  delightful.  I  was  never  in  such  comfortable 
quarters  and  so  well  cared  for.  I  wish  you  would 
come  up  for  a  few  days  while  I  am  here- 1  can  pro- 
mise you  a  good  time.  Nearly  all  my  fish  were  killed 
on  Pine's  Fancy  Parlow  mentions.— Yours  faithfully, 

David  H.  Pine. 


RED  KRANJI  WOOD  FOR  tRODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  notice,  week  after  week,  with 
untiring  courtesy,  you  answer  all  sorts  of  questions,  I 
am  emboldened  to  trouble  you  with  my  inquiry, 
having  failed  to  obtain  the  information  I  seek,  after 
trying  both  Liverpool  and  London  tirnber  merchants, 
not  to  mention  the  Curator  of  the  Royal  Gardens, 
Kew.  Now,  you  have  lately  been  quoting  from  H.  p! 
Wells's  excellent  book  on  "  Ply  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle," 
and  I  should  feel  very  greatly  obliged  if  you  would 
turn  to  page  142  in  this  book;  there  you' will  find 
named  the  "Red  Kranji  Wood"  —  would  that  it 
were  as  easy  to  find  enough  of  the  timber  to  make 
a  fly  rod !  For,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  hunted  for 
it  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  all  in  vain  ;  and 
now  my  hope,  dear  sir,  is  in  thee  I  Can  you  give  me 
any  guide  as  to  where  I  must  try  next?  Feeling 
assured  of  your  kind  assistance,  I  beg  to  thank  you  in 
advance. — I  am,  sir,  yours  respectfully, 

Leeds.  Gordon  Macdhdibh. 

[Possibly  Surgeon-General  G.  Biddie  or  some  other 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  know  if  the  Red 
Kranji  Wood  is  to  be  had  in  this  country.  We  have 
written  to  ask  Mr.  Wells  about  it. — Ed.] 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  225.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinceii. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  wliom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  ed. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8<i. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6d 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0. 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  20 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  inust  arrive  not  later  than  two  o^clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adoertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  be  published  at  St.  Dunstan's  House 
on  Thursday  next,  April  4,  at  2  o'clock.  All 
matter  intended  for  insertion  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  3. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPORATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  MAECH  30th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  chairman  of  the  Thames 
Salmon  Association,  asks  for  suggestions  as  to  the 
turning  in  of  the  fifty  thousand  salmon  parr,  which 
the  association  has  reared  with  the  object  of  seeing 
if  salmon  will  do  in  the  Thames.  Mr.  Grenfell 
says : — 

"  The  question  now  is,  When  and  where  to  turn 
the  parr  of  last  year  into  the  river  ?  The  intention 
at  present  is  to  turn  the  largest  in  at  Teddington 
Weir  during  April,  but  experiments  might  be  made 
by  turning  them  in  at  different  times  of  .the  year 
and  in  different  localities." 


Although  my  opinion  as  to  the  futility  of 
attempting  to  make  the  experiment  is  unaltered, 
and  will  be,  I  fear,  as  long  as  two  hundred 
million  gallons  of  liquid  poison  are  poured  into  the 
Thames  every  twenty-four  hours,  still  I  should  be  as 
glad  to  see  it  succeed  as  would  Mr.  Grenfell  himself. 
The  best  time  to  select,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
would  be  when  there  is  plenty  of  land-water  in  the 
river,  and,  as  there  are  many  pike  between  Ted- 
dington and  Kew,  and  very  few  below  (no  netting 
being  allowed  above  Isleworth  Church),  it  would 
seem  wise  to  put,  at  any  rate,  one  good  consigmnent 
into  some  of  the  quieter  side  channels  on  the 
Middlesex  side  near  Isleworth,  where  there  used  to 
be  such  good  fly  fishing  for  dace,  and  where  you 
still  see  them  rising  at  times  on  a  summer  evening. 

As  to  the  best  time  of  the  tide  for  liberating  the 
little  fellows,  an  hour  or  half  an  hour  before  high- 
water  would  give  them  the  best  chance  of  getting 
their  wind  before  being  drawn  down  with  the  ebb. 


How  long  the  fish  will  be  getting  through  the  tides 
nobody  knows.  All  that  is  certain  is  that,  whether 
dead  or  alive,  they  will  be  carried  down  and  then 
up  again,  down  and  then  up  again,  but  ever  getting 
lower  and  lower.  As  long  as  they  can  swim  as  they 
are  carried  do-wn  with  the  stream  their  noses  will  be 
turned  up  stream,  and  when  they  meet  the  tide 
coming  up  they  will  face  it  as  it  carries  them  back. 
But  countless  millions  of  samlets  have  for  probably 
countless  thousands  of  years  safely  passed  the  tidal 
Thames,  and  these  little  strangers  from  Ireland 
would  be  safe  enough  if  they  had  nothing  but  nature 
to  contend  with.  I  cross  the  Thames  twice  every  day 
nearl}',  and  I  never  look  down  on  its  swirlmg  muddy 
waters  without  wondering  why  the  Thames  Salmon 
Association,  before  they  sacrifice  tens  of  thousands 
of  samlets,  potential  salmon,  do  not  at  least  try 
the  experiment  suggested  by  Sir  Thomas  Brady, 
and  float  a  wire  cage  contaming  a  hundred  or  even 
a  score  or  two  of  parr  down  through  tlie  miles  of 
dangerous  water  which  they  must  pass  if  they  are 
ever  to  pass  alive  down  to  the  sea.  Surely,  if  they 
then  found,  as  Dr.  Giinther  found  some  years  ago 
when  he  tried  similar  experiments  with  coarse  fish, 
that  the  river  killed  them,  they  would  refrain  from 
further  sacrifice,  and  give  or  sell  the  "healthy  and 
vigorous  "  fish  to  the  Usk  or  the  Avon,  the  Exe 
or  the  Esk.  Such  an  experiment  if  successful 
would  be  inconclusive  I  admit ;  it  would  favour  the 
chances  of  the  fish  far  too  much,  but  it  would  if 
successful  at  least  prove  that  there  was  a  fair 
chance  of  the  smolts  passing  down  to  the  sea, 
I  do  not  think  that  Thames  trout,  pike,  roach  and 
other  anglers  need  have  the  least  fear  that  if  the 
salmon  is  ever  re-established  in  the  river  that  their 
sport  will  be  interfered  with  in  any  way.  They  are 
far  too  strong  a  body  not  to  be  able  to  protect  their 
own  interests  ;  but  there  will  be  plenty  of  time  to 
think  about  that  when  the  first  salmon  is  seen 
leaping  at  Teddington  Weir,  and  I  doubt  if  that 
will  ever  happen. 


Lord  Claude.  Hamilton  made  us  all  laugh  at  my 
expense  at  the  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers 
last  week,  when  he  referred  to  the  bit  of  information 
I  had  given  the  society  as  to  the  best  way  to  quiet 
a  big  conger-eel — namely,  "  to  hit  him  on  the 
abdomen  with  a  club."  His  lordship  said  that 
"  Mr.  Marston  told  them,  in  well-chosen  expression, 
when  in  close  quarters  with  a  conger  '  to  hit  him 
on  the  abdomen.'  He  hardly  had  a  correct  inter- 
pretation of  the  word  abdomen,  but  if  he  had  lie 
doubted  if  he  would  be  able  to  find  it  on  a  conger- 
eel."  Well,  I  admit  that  I  might  have  been  more 
explicit ;  I  should  have  said  hit  them  where  their 
abdomens  used  to  be,  or  ought  to  be,  or  would  be  if 
they  had  one.  I  say  used  to  be,  for  I  gathered  my 
information  from  an  angling  barrister  of  repute, 
who  wrote  from  his  own  experience  ;  he  said  over 
half  a  century  ago  : — 

"  The  larger  congers  are  exceedingly  powerful  as 
well  as  tenacious  of  life,  and  not  only  struggle  most 
desperately  in  the  water,  but  also  show  a  stout  fight 
after  they  are  hauled  on  board,  Jdssing  all  the  time 
like  serpents.  But  they  are  soon  overcome  by  a 
blow  from  a  bat  or  club  on  the  abdomen,  which  is 
the  most  tender  part  on  which  they  can  be  struck, 
and  one  or  two  good  blows  there  will  speedily 
disable  them."  Of  course,  one  can  hardly  wonder 
at  congers  giving  up  having  such  tender  parts  when 
they  found  out  how  they  were  treated  I 


To  the  Matlock'and  Cromford  Angling  Association 
I  am  very  much  obliged  for  again  imanimously 
electing  me  an  honorary  member  at  their  annual 
meeting  on  March  28.  In  sending  the  notification, 
Mr.  Henry  Cooper,  the  very  pojjular  hon.  secretary, 
says  he  hopes  I  shall  have  a  day  or  two  on  their 
water  this  season.  I  only  wish  I  could  accept  all 
the  kind  invitations  for  fishing  which  I  get  every 
year,  but  I  hope  those  who  send  them  do  not 
think  I  do  not  value  them  because  I  am  not 
always  able  to  make  use  of  them.  I  fear  there  is 
as  much  "  I  "  in  this  note  as  there  is  in  any  eyed- 
hook. 


Editor  Harmsworth  Plays  with  Big  Game. 

T  am  glad  to  see  from  American  reports  that 
"  Mr.  Alfred  Harmsworth,  the  noted  editor  of  the 
London  Daily  Mail  and  other  English  newspapers, 
who  is  fishing  at  Boca  Grande,  is  having  much 
sport,  taking  big  and  little  fish.  One  day  this 
week  a  monster  porpoise  was  harpooned,  one  end 
of  the  three-quarter-inch  rope  attached  to  the 
harpoon  being  fastened  on  to  the  steamer  Belle,  of 


Myers.  For  three  hours  iii^  ^amaf/Va^,  hauled 
around  by  the  porpoise,  when  ife  yl'as  completely 
tired  down  and  towed  to  the  sliore,  wliere  it  took 
six  hours  to  get  the  fish  up  on  the  beach.  The 
porpoise  weighed  fully  10001b." — I  should  like  to 
hear  A.  C.  H.'s  account  of  this  adventure. 


A  VERY  Warm  Frozen  Trout  Story. 
The  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  published  the  following 
letter : — 

In  1873  I  was  residing  at  Junction  City,  a  pretty 
little  city  located  in  a  romantic  spot  on  the  banks  of 
Mill  Creek,  in  central  Wisconsin.  I  remember  the 
date  because  it  was  my  twenty-first  birthday.  I  had 
wandered  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  for  a  distance 
of  perhaps  two  miles,  when  I  ran  on  to  an  old  hunter 
who  had  cut  a  hole  in  the  ice,  through  which  he  was 
fishing  for  trout.  He  was  meeting  with  great  success, 
for  scattered  all  around  him  could  be  seen  the  speckled 
beauties,  where  lie  had  thrown  them  as  he  took  them 
off  his  hook.  I  was  invited  to  help  myself,  which  in- 
vitation I  cheerfully  accepted,  and  I  proceeded  to  put 
a  number  of  the  fish  in  my  game  bag. 

It  was  just  4.47  o'clock  when  I  returned  home  that 
afternoon,  tired  and  hungry,  and  after  hanging  up  my 
rifle  took  one  of  the  largest  of  the  trout  and  placed  it 
out  in  a  large  cold-storage  warehouse  that  stood  near 
my  house,  intending  to  present  it  to  Uncle  Sam 
Carson  for  his  breakfast  the  next  morning.  The  fish 
was  forgotten,  and  as  a  result  lay  in  that  warehouse 
solidly  frozen  until  .June  10,  1884. 

On  the  night  of  the  date  last  mentioned,  just  about 
eleven  years  after  this  fish  had  been  placed  in  the  cold 
storage,  the  building  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire. 
During  the  process  of  the  fire  the  fire  department,  in 
the  effort  to  save  the  property,  had  thrown  sufficient 
water  to  fill  up  the  cellar,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
walled  up  in  rock  and  cement,  and  was,  therefore, 
water-tight.  Three  years  later  it  was  decided  to 
rebuild  the  cold-storage  warehouse  upon  the  site 
originally  occupied,  and  men  were  set  to  work  pumping 
the  water  out  of  the  cellar,  which  the  rains  had  kept 
well  filled.  To  our  amazement  447  fair-sized  speckled 
trout  were  taken  out,  besides  the  old  one,  which  had 
evidently  fallen  into  the  cellar  at  the  time  the  ware- 
house was  destroyed,  thawed  out  and  spawned.  The 
original  trout  was  easily  identified,  one  of  its  eyes 
having  been  accidentally  knocked  out  and  a  part  of  its 
tail  broken  off  before  it  was  placed  in  the  warehouse. 

Any  one  doubting  the  truthfulness  of  this  story  can 
easily  satisfy  himself  by  writing  to  Frank  Blood  or 
Arthur  Sturtevant,  of  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,  or  to 
Eugene  Sheppard,  of  Rhinelander,  Wis. 

George  E.  Osteh. 

But  Mr.  Oster  forgot  the  most  extraordinary  part 
of  the  story,  and  that  was — how  did  the  eggs  get 
fertilised  ? 

E.  B.  Marston. 


EAELY  TKOUTING  IN  THE 
NOKTH. 


The  angler  in  search  of  really  good  early  trout 
fishing  quarters  in  the  North  will  find  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Findhorn  to  be  the  largest  and  best 
of  the  many  streams  at  his  disposal.    At  least, 
many  of  their  most  famous  reaches  yield  good 
baskets  of  fine  trout  to  the  fly-fisher,  or  to  the 
adept,  who  can  spin  when  the  weather  or  water 
are  misuitable  for  the  fly.    The  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  these,  and  such  like  streams,  aftbrd  an 
early  chance  of  sport  of  fairly  well  conditioned  fish 
much  earlier  than  the  upper  waters  of  the  same 
stream.    On  the  Don  and  Deveron  this  is  parti- 
cularly the  case,  and  on  a  fine  day  towards  the 
middle  and  end  of  March  good  sport  is  a  certainty 
of  fairly  large  fish,  and  in  very  fair  condition. 
April   of   course   is  the  best  month,  but  much 
lepends  on  the  weather,  and  the  amount  of  snow- 
water or  otherwise  that  may  have  been  running 
dming  the  winter  and  very  early  spring.    In  a 
season  like  the  present,  after  the  efiects  of  the  recent 
snow  storm  have  passed  oft",  which  it  is  now  doing 
with  all  the  impetuosity  of  the  mountain  spate,  it 
is  confidently  anticipated  that  the  fish  will  be  found 
in  a  very  forward  condition,  and  that  with  a  few 
days'  feeding  on  the  March  Bro^ra  they  will  be  in 
fine  trim  for  the  breakfast  table.    The  fine  open 
winter  and  the  abundance  of  rain-water  has  all 
been  in  favour  of  an  exceptionally  early  and  prolific 
trout  season  being  enjoyed,  and  anglers  on  these 
early  parts  at  least  are  looking  forward  with  glee  to 
a  cast  being  obtained  at  no  distant  date.  Unlike 
the  salmon  and  sea  trout,  the  brown  trout  beguis 
to  recover  and  put  on  fat  whenever  and  wherever 
he  can  find  the  food,  and  till  lately  the  temperature 
of  the  water  has  been  abnormally  high.    In  this 
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respect  Ui'e  Isorth-Giist  of  Scotland  Inis  been  specially 
favoured  dmiiig  the  past  few  niontlis  compared  with 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  much  more  so  than 
is  usually  the  case  in  an  average  yeai-.  The  Dee, 
Spey,  and  such  like  mountain-fed  streams  are  not 
in  it  for  the  early  ti-out  angler;  June,  July,  and 
August  being  their  prime  months. 

On  the  Don  there  is  an  extensive  stretch  of  burgh 
water  at  Kintore,  which  affords  good  early  trouting 
together  with  a  salmon  at  times,  and  this  is  just 
the  season  when  such  a  prize  may  naturally  be 
looked  for.    The  water  may  be  fished  for  Is.  6d.  a 
day  or  os.  6d.  per  week  by  all  and  sundry.    True  it 
is  anything  but  exclusive  quarters,  yet  the  amount 
of  sport  obtained  on  this  semi-public  reach  is  truly 
amazing,  and  leads  to  the  belief  that  it  is  impossible 
to  over  fish  it.    The  waters  both  above  and  below 
are  strictly  preser\ed,  and  no  doubt  from  these 
prolific  sources  the  oft-emptied  pools  are  as  oft 
replenished  with  a  fresh  stock  of  fish.    Going  up  the 
river,  the  Inverurie  water  and  part  of  the  Urig,  a 
famous  trouting  tributary,  may  be  fished  by  staying 
at  any  of  the  hotels,  having  tickets  for  two  or  more 
rods  at  will.    The  IvLntore  Arms  Hotel  is  managed 
by  a  genial  and  attentive  host,  who  makes  it  a 
speciality  to  cater  to  the  tourist  angler.    The  fish 
here  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  the  salmon  pools  on 
the  water  fairly  abimdant  and  by  no  means  sterile 
when  spring  fish  are  reported  to  be  in  the  river. 
The  present  spring  affords  as  good  a  chance  as  any 
during  the  past  two  decades.    At  Kemnay  parti- 
cularly and  Eridge  of  Alford  the  perfection  of  early 
trout  angling  may  be  enjoyed  free  of  charge  by 
anglers  staying  at  the  local  hotels,  and  very  often 
in  these  parts,  when  the  private  waters  are  not 
otherwise  occupied,  mine  host  has  little  difficulty 
in  securing  the  run  of  them  for  his  guests.  Here 
again  a  spring  salmon  may  confidently  be  looked 
for  when  the  pools  are  in  ply.    The  New  Arms 
Hotel  is  a  famous  anglers'  resort  somewhat  later  on 
in  the  season,  and  Mr.  Francis  Coutts,  the  genial 
proprietor,  will  afford  every  information  to  any 
thinking   of  paying  this  chanumg  part   of  the 
comrtry  a  visit.    May,  Jime,  and  July,  if  the  season 
be  an  average  wet  one,  are  the  months  in  which  he 
looks  for  most  patronage. 

On  the  Deveron,  at  Banff,  there  is  a  fine  stretch 
of  water  attached  to  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  which 
Mr.  Greaver  rents  for  the  benefit  of  his  guests.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  for  anglers  here  to  have 
baskets  of  251b.  or  301b.  of  trout  when  conditions 
are  anythmg  lilie  favourable,  and  all  to  the  fly. 
At  the  Commercial  Hotel,  Turriff,  farther  up  the 
Deveron,  plenty  of  free  fishing  can  be  had,  both 
on  the  main  stream  and  the  numerous  tributaries 
within  easy  reach. 

The  once  free  waters  of  the  Deveron,  Isla,  and 
Bogie,  known  as  the  Huntly  fishings,  and  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Eichmond  and  Gordon,  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  local  committee,  and  a  small  charge 
is  made  for  daily,  weekly,  or  season  tickets,  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  charges  go  to  defray  the  cost  of 
watching,  and  is  well-spent  money.  The  anglers 
too  make  a  point  of  keeping  their  eyes  about  them, 
and  seeing  that  the  rules  of  the"  committee  are 
faithfully  and  strictly  carried  out  by  all  on  the 
water.  Last  year  two  anglers  were  spotted  for 
illegal  practices,  their  licences  cancelled,  and  his 
grace's  permission  to  fish  these  parts  withdrawn  for 
all  time  coming  as  far  as  the  delinquents  were  con- 
cerned. Tliese  strict  measures  strictly  enforced 
have  done  incalculable  good  to  this  fishery,  and  it 
is  now  much  sought  after  by  anglers  from  a  distance 
after  April  1,  when  the  (local)  close  time  comes  to 
an  end. 

On  account  of  the  very  open  season  the  prospects 
of  an  early  run  of  spring  salmon,  and  the  chances 
of  a  good  dish  of  trout,  local  anglers  were  anxious 
to  get  on  the  water  a  month  earlier  than  the  duke 
allows.  But  although  eager  for  the  fray  and  fish 
apparently  plentiful  anglers  must  just  hold  them- 
selves in  patience,  and  practice  that  special  virtue 
which  rightly  or  wrongly  is  ever  associated  with 
the  craft  till  All  Fools'  Day  comes  round.  Huntly 
is  on  the  main  line  from  Aberdeen,  is  an  excellent 
social  spot  to  stay  at,  and  the  chances  of  a  spring 
salmon  were  never  better  since  the  Duke  of  Fife's 
nets  were  bought  off,  and  the  prospects  of  the  river 
improved. 

Higher  up  the  Deveron  the  fish  are  plentiful 
enough,  but  of  a  later  and  much  smaller  order  than 
the  average  half-pounders  that  are  got  below.  The 
end  of  May,  June,  and,  if  there  be  enougli  water, 
July  are  the  montlis  for  the  Cabrach  district.  The 
Richmond  Arms,  Cabrach,  Banff,  is  the  place  to 


put  up  at,  and,  while  the  creature  comforts  are  all 
that  the  average  angler  will  look  for,  the  charges 
are  surprisingly  square.    Two  pounds  a  week  will 
about   cover   boarding   (food    and    lodgings  and 
attendance)  at  most  of  these  upland  hotels,  and  a 
few  shillings  extra  for  a  gillie  will  command  the 
very  best  of  service  from  any  of  the  local  anglers 
about  the  place,  such  as  the  smith,  the  carpenter,  or 
such  like.    It  is  a  common  mistake  for  Englishmen 
to  think  they  can  buy  their  way  to  the  hearts  of  the 
natives  by  libations  of  whisky.    There  is  no  harm 
in  offering  a  good  dram  of  the  wine  of  the  country, 
which  should  be  purchased  on  the  spot  if  he  be 
staying  at  an  hotel,  to  the  keeper  in  charge  of  the 
river,  the  factor,  the  doctor,  or  whoever  may  come 
one's  way,  as  a  matter  of  friendsliip  and  good  will. 
This  stamps  one  as  an  open-handed  gentleman  of 
the  first  order,  and  whether  accepted  or  declined  it 
is  the  best  of  current  coin  with  these  independent 
classes   we   have   alluded   to,   and   with  whom 
"  Stranger  is  a  holy  name,"  and  highland  hospitality 
the  first  of  considerations.    But  do  no  pay  Donal 
or  Sandy  with  drink.    He  can  get  as  much  of  a 
dram  at  anytime  as  is  good  for  him,  and  a  shilling 
or  two  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  is  far  better 
than  a  belly  full  of  whisky.    He  will  thinli  more  of 
you  in  the  end,  and  a  pleasant  remembrance  and  a 
welcome  back  will  reward  the  one  who  can  hold 
his  hand  in  this  manner,  keep  his  flask  out  of 
sight   even,   and   pay  for    services   rendered  iii 
King's  money.    We  are  not  preaching.    We  have 
spent  a  lifetime  among  these  people,  and  we  know 
them,  and  wish  to  do  them  a  good  turn.    The  flask 
is  too  often  looked  upon  as  the  passport  to  privileges 
that  would  otherwise  be  denied.    This  is  a  popular 
delusion.    It  has  its  place,  and  keep  it  there — 
the  fisher's  pocket,  or  the  cupboard  at  home  for 
preference. 

The  tom-ist  angler  is  always  inquiring  anent 
lodgings  near  the  water.  He  has  an  idea  that  all 
hotels  are  run  on  the  same  lines  as  the  West  of 
Scotland,  at  Oban,  and  such  like,  during  the  autumn 
season,  and  that  the  same  stream  of  gold  must  be 
faced  before  he  can  couuuand  their  attention.  Such 
is  far  from  the  case.  As  a  rule  he  can  put  up  at  these 
country  hotels  at  a  nmch  cheaper  rate  than  he  can 
do  in  private  lodgings.  The  tariff  runs  from  £2  to 
£2  10s.  a  week  during  the  spring  months,  and  a  little 
higher  as  the  summer  wears  on,  and  business 
gets  brisker.  It  is  a  mistake  to  go  past  them 
on  the  plea  of  seclusion  and  the  rest  of  it, 
and  anyone  doing  so  is  soon  spotted  and  pays  the 
penalty  otherwise. 

A  mention  can  only  be  made  of  the  Peughside 
Inn,  Banchory,  where  grilse,  sea  trout,  and  plenty 
of  brown  trout  are  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Smith's 
guests ;  the  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory ;  and  the 
Gordon  Arms,  Culter— all  excellent  angling  hotels 
on  Deeside — and  of  the  Commercial  Hotel,  Stone- 
haven, where  already  the  early  sea  angler  is  in 
evidence,  and  making  splendid  baskets  of  cod  and 
sathe  off  the  rocks  under  the  shadow  of  historic 
old  Dunnottar.  G.  M. 


MY  FISHING  HOLIDAY- 
WHEEB  ? 


BUT 


By  COTSWOLD  ISYS, 
Author  of  "Lyra  Piscatoria." 
Now  that  the  time  of  singing-birds  is  come,  and 
the  long  absent  sun  is  giving  us  a  view  of  his 
genial  face,  and  the  daffodils  are  beginning  to  dance 
in  the  meads,  the  angler  is  entertaining  his  forward 
visions  and  thinking  hopefully  of  bright  days  to 
come  which  shall  see  him,  rod  in  hand,  whipping 
the  waters  of  some  lovely  stream.  But  what 
stream  ?  That  is  a  troublesome  and  anxious  ques- 
tion in  the  midst  of  his  reverie.  Not  very  anxious, 
indeed,  if  he  be  a  rich  man  and  the  member  of 
some  choice  club  on  some  well-stocked  water. 
But  if  he  be  one  that  cannot  afford  that  luxury, 
and  if,  moreover,  he  be  in  a  profession  or  a  business 
that  can  only  spare  him  for  an  annual  holiday  of  a 
week,  a  fortnight,  or  a  month,  as  the  case  may  be, 
very  troublesome  questions  indeed  rise  up.  Where 
shall  I  go  for  my  fishing  holiday  ?  Where  can  I 
find  good  trout  fishing  nowadays  accessible  to  such 
as  I  am,  and  within  the  means  of  a  limited  purse  '? 
To  such  an  one  the  experience  of  his  brother 
anglers,  somewhat  similarly  circumstanced,  may 
be  helpful,  and,  with  the  editor's  permission,  I  may 
give  mine  in  regard  to  some  quarters  where  I  have 
found  very  enjoyable  sport  at  not  too  extravagant 
a  cost. 


As  to  England,  good  trout  fishing  seems  to  be 
getting  more  and  more  diflicult  to  obtain  every 
year,  unless  you  can  afford  more  than  I  can  to 
purchase  it,  or  ha^'e  friends  at  court  to  procure  you 
permission  from  the  owners  of  preserved  waters. 
I  have  had  such  friends,  and  blessings  on  them, 
but  I  must  not  introduce  you  to  them,  my  unknown 
readers,  for  said  friends  tell  me  they  are  bothered 
enough  as  it  is.    Even  in  England,  however,  you 
may  get  fly  fishing  here  and  there  albeit  your  creel 
may  not  be  overweighted  with  fish.    But,  after  all, 
■  all  of  fishing  is  not  fish.    Is  it  not  Shakespeare 
who  says- 
Joy's  soul  lies  in  the  wooing, 
In  the  seeking  and  pursuing '? 
The  true  angler  finds  the  fishing  itself  a  sufficient 
reward.    Give  him  a  little  holiday  on  a  stream  in 
which  there  are  some  trout  and  grajding,  or  both, 
in  the  midst  of  i^leasant  meadows  or  spreading 
moor  or  rocky  woodland,  where  he  can  breathe 
invigorating  air  and  take  healthful  exercise,  and 
find  delight  for  ear  and  eye  in  nature's  soothing 
sounds  and  charming  scenery,  and  he  is  happy 
enough,  although  he  may  only  pick  up 
Here  and  there  a  lusty  trout 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling, 
or  possibly  neither  the  one  nor  the  other !    Nor,  if 
he  be  a  man  with  the  mind  and  soul  of  an  Izaak 
Walton,  will  he  be  without  other  rewardful  pleasures 
in  the  soothing  and  elevating  thoughts  which  such 
scenes  and  occupations  will  awaken,  for,  as  Keble 
so  beautifully  sings — 

Needs  no  show  of  mountain  hoary, 
Winding  shore  or  deepefaing  glen, 
Where  the  landscape  in  its  glory 

Teaches  truth  to  wandering  men : 
Give  true  hearts  but  earth  and  sky. 
And  some  flowers  to  bloom  and  die- 
Homely  scenes  and  simple  views 
Lowly  thoughts  may  best  infuse.' 
See  the  soft  green  willow  springing 

Where  the  waters  gently  pass, 
Every  way  her  free  arms  flinging 
O'er  the  moist  and  reedy  grass. 
Long  ere  winter  blasts  are  fled, 
See  her  tipped  with  vernal  red, 
And  her  kindly  flower  displayed 
Ere  her  leaf  can  cast  a  shade. 
Though  the  rudest  hand  assail  her. 

Patiently  she  droops  awhile, 
But  when  showers  and  breezes  hail  her, 

Wears  again  her  willing  smile. 
Thus  I  learn  contentment's  power 
From  the  slighted  willow  bower, 
Ready  to  give  thanks  and  live 
On  the  least  that  Heaven  may  give. 

If,  however,  my  reader  wants  fuller  creels,  I 
am  afraid  he  will  have  to  go  "  ayont  the  Tweed ;  " 
and  of  some  of  the  places  where  I  have  found 
excellent  and  enjoyable  sport  in  those  more  northern 
regions  I  hope  to  write  in  a  few  subsequent  papers. 
But  in  this  one  I  will  just  touch  on  a  few  places 
nearer  home  where  I  have  enjoyed  some  very 
pleasant  times,  although  in  them  my  back  has  no't 
been  broken  by  the  weight  of  my  fish.  Fairford  is 
one  of  these  places,  although  the  latter  accident 
has  never  happened  there — at  least  to  me  !  But  it 
has  a  very  pretty  length  of  the  Coin  in  which  it  is 
a  real  pleasure  to  fisii ;  and,  by  staying  at  the  Bull 
Hotel  there,  you  may  fish  a  long  stretch  of  it,  but 
they  now  charge  2s.  6d.  a  day  for  a  ticket.  The 
trout  are  very  advanced  in  education,  still  if  you 
can  fish  dry  fly  with  skill  you  may  pick  up  some 
nice  fish,  and  if  you  get  hold  of  a  two-pounder 
there,  as  I  have  been  lucky  enough  to  do  now  and 
then,  he  will  give  you  such  sport  as  will  make  you 
quite  satisfied  if  you  only  get  him,  or  a  brace,  in  a 
day.  But  if  you  can  get  there  in  the  May  Fly 
time,  and  it  should  happen  to  be  a  good  season, 
you  may  get,  as  friend  Carbonell  and  Powell  have 
often  done,  your  six  or  seven  brace — that  is,  if  you 
can  fish  like  them  1 

Not  far  from  Fairford  is  the  pretty  little  village 
of  Bibmry,  where,  by  staying  at  the  Swan,  some 
pleasant  and  easy  fly  fishing  may  be  found  in  a 
good  stretch  of  the  Coin,  and  close  at  hand.  If 
you  go  there  I  hope  you  will  have  better  luck  than 
I  had,  for  on  my  very  first  day  there,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  evening  rise,  a  wretched  telegraph  boy 
came  up  to  me  summoning  me  back  to  town  on 
important  business  on  the  day  after  the  morrow. 
But  if  you  go  there,  take  a  hint  that  may  be 
serviceable.  The  water  is  generally  gin-clear,  and 
I  could  not  succeed  by  fishing  up-stream,  for  it 
was  evident  the  fish  could  see  the  gut  before  the  fly 
got  to  them.    So  I  changed  my  tactics  by  carefully 
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sticklebacks,  or  any  such-like  snflallcv  sp(>Cf<!/>  pf  fish, 
vvater-beetlos,  and  leeches.  These' are  takea/with 
the  beak ;  and  the  object  aimed  at  is  seldom 
missed. 

"  They  are  very  i)ugnacious,  and,  consequently, 
lead  a  solitary  life.  Their  pugnacity  may  be  one 
of  the  reasons  of  their  partial  migration,  which 
takes  place  often  from  one  district  to  another; 
want  of  food,  however,  is  doubtless  the  prime 
reason,  more  particularly  in  winter,  when  they 
have  to  find  an  unfrozen  stream.  They  will, 
however,  during  frosts  frequent  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
and  even  as  far  as  to  the  seashore. 

"  The  eggs  of  the  kingfisher  are  pure  white,  and 
generally  from  five  to  six  in  nimiber.  The  plumage 
of  the  young  is  similar  to  that  of  the  adult  birds, 
but,  of  course,  not  so  bright. 

"  The  call  is  but  a  shrill  pipe,  or  squeal. 

"  Kingfishers  may  be  kept  in  an  aviary,  provided 
proper  food  is  given,  putting  birds  caught  young  at 
first  upon  small  fish,  and  gradually  substituting 
fresh  beef  chopped  small  and  hard-boiled  egg.  It 
is  not  advisable  to  have  more  than  a  proper  pair, 
on  account  of  their  very  pugnacious  habits.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  if  a  little  water  be  introduced 
into  the  aviary,  and  small  fish  be  given,  it  is  possible 
to  make  the  kingfisher  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  interesting  of  the  inhabitants." 


floating  the  fly  down-stream  towards  rising  fish,  so 
that  they  saw  the  fly  before  they  saw  the  gut,  and 
"  thus  I  got  some  pretty  sport. 

The  name  of  that  hostelry  reminds  me  of  another 
of  the  same  title — namely,  the  Swan  at  Tenbury, 
Worcestershire,  where,  by  staying  with  host 
Hardeman,  you  may  get  some  good  chances  with 
both  trout  and  grayling.  I  found  it  an  uncertain 
river,  and  subject  to  trj'ing  moods,  but  I  did  get 
some  days  of  nice  sport,  and  met  there  the' pleasant 
friend  of  the  Amateur  Arujler  and  the  editor,  whom 
the  fonner  has  written  of  as  the  Professor,  and  if  you 
meet  him  there  he  will  teach  you  how  to  get  them. 

The  Wye  at  Bakewell  is  another  very  pleasant 
river  for  the  fly  fisher.  By  staying  at  the  Kutland 
Arms  you  get  leave  to  fish  about  four  or  five 
miles  of  the  river  in  the  midst  of  very  lovely 
meadows ;  but  the  hotel  can  now  only  grant  fom* 
tickets  a  day,  so  that  you  must  book  early  in 
order  to  secure  one.  But  do  not  be  disappointed  if 
you  only  bring  home  a  brace  to  put  beside  Mr. 
Booth's  six  brace  I  But  you  will  not  lose  all  your 
-  money  if  your  hear  from  him  after  dinner  how  he 
L  did  it. 

K  Can  you  spare  another  week,  and  would  you  like 
"  pastures  new  ?  Then  you  can  take  the  train  or 
'bus  and  try  the  Derwent  by  staying  at  the  Pea- 
cock at  Rowsley,  or  the  hotel  at  Edensor  (Chats- 
woi-th),  or  one  of  the  hotels  at  Baslow  (Wheatsheaf 
cheap.  Peacock  dear),  with  similar  leave  to  fish 
that  river.  There  are  plenty  of  grayling  and  not  a 
few  trout,  and  miles  of  good  water.  Here,  again, 
you  can  get  pleasant  fishing,  but  must  take  your 
chance  for  fish.  Like  the  Wye,  it  has  this  spice 
of  interest,  that  it  holds  both  good  trout  and  gray- 
ling, the  latter  abounding. 

Can  you  spare  yet  another  week  ?  Then  you 
can  try  the  Manifold  by  staying  at  the  hotel  at 
Hartington  near  by.  A  friend  and  myself  had  a 
very  pleasant  time  there,  but  I  cannot  say  that  we 
caught  all  the  fish  in  the  ri\-er,  and  I  dare  say  you 
may  leave  some  to  keep  up  the  stock. 

E^-er\-  fly  fisher  must  know  of  the  Dove  who  has 
ever  read  his  Izaak  Walton,  or  "  Days  in  Dove- 
dale  "  by  his  successor,  "  The  Amateur  Angler,"  so 
I  need  not  speak  of  that,  save  to  say  that  the 
Dove  may  be  fished  from  Hartington  as  well  as 
the  Manifold,  also  from  the  Izaak  Walton  Hotel  in 
Dove  Da;le  itself. 

There  are  manj^  places  in  Yorkshire  where  the 
fly  fisher  maj'  find  available  streams  ;  but  I  will 
onlj'  mention  two,  where  I  have  spent  some 
pleasant  days.  Appleby  is  one.  It  is  a  pretty 
little  country  town  on  that  lovely  river,  the  Eden, 
and  by  staying  at  the  Tufton  Arms  Hotel,  which 
is  a  very  clean  and  comfortable  one,  in  the  midst 
of  the  little  town,  one  can  fish  long  lengths,  both 
up  and  down.  The  scenery  is  very  lovely,  but  the 
river,  owing  to  its  width  and  volume,  is  not  so 
commandable  as  one  would  like,  and,  owing  to  its 
general  depth,  is  only  wadeable  in  shallows  here 
and  there.  Nevertheless,  there  are  plenty  of  fish, 
if  you  can  find  them  in  the  humour,  and  when 
they  are  not  rising,  a  small  fly,  tipped  with  a 
gentle  and  fished  do^vn-stream,  will  often  tempt 
them.  If,  ho%vever,  you  are  iiafortunate  in  your 
weather,  as  myself  and  my  friend  were,  you  can 
try  Bainbridge,  another  pretty  place,  and  which 
also  has  a  pretty,  cheerful,  and  comfortable  little 
hotel,  and  very  reasonable  withal.  You  can  fish 
from  it  both  the  Bain  and  the  Yore.  Much  depends 
upon  your  luck  as  to  weather  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  your  sport,  and  also,  of  course,  upon 
your  skill.  Anyway,  the  fishing  is  pleasant  and 
the  country  beautiful.  But  I  hope  you  won't  get 
such  pangs  of  indigestion  as  I  got  there,  and  I'll 
tell  you  how  they  were  caused.  The  rule  there  is, 
as  in  some  other  fishing  resorts,  to  provide,  after 
the  da3''s  fishing,  a  substantial  meat-tea ;  and  the 
tea  is  made  in  an  um.  Consequently,  if  j'ou  arrive 
a  little  late,  you  get  a  nice  strong  solution  of  tannin 
that  turns  the  meat  you  have  eaten  into  leather. 
And  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  you  wake 
up  from  an  awful  nightmare,  in  which  you  felt 
that  a  fifteen-pound  jack  M'as  in  your  stomach,  and 
that  the  hooks  from  his  trace  had  fastened  there ! 
Whenever  you  go  a-fishing,  avoid  meat-tea, 
especially  if  the  tea  has  been  stewed  in  an  urn  i 
If  you  wUl,  or  must,  have  meat-tea,  make  the 
landlady  bring  you  a  little  teapot,  and  make  yom- 
tea  yourself,  and  only  let  it  stand  three  minutes. 
There  !  if  there  is  nothing  else  in  my  paper  of  any 
value,  that  hint  is  worth  your  subscription  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  a  year. 

(To  he  continued.) 


FAMILIAK  WILD  BIEDS. 


E  have  much  plea- 
sure in  announc- 
ing that  Messrs. 
Cassell  &  Co.  are 
now  bringing  out 
a  new  and  nmcli 
cheaper  edition 
of  that  charm- 
ing and  beautiful 
work  "  Familiar 
Wild  Birds,"  by 
W.  Swaysland. 
The  price  is  six- 
pence apart,  and 
it  will  be  com- 
pleted in  twenty 
parts.  As  this 
issue  contains 
all  the  exqui- 
sitely coloured 
plates  by  Mr. 
Thorburn,  and 
the  same  accu- 
rate and  instruc- 
tive text  as  be- 
fore, a  very  large 
sale  may  be  con- 
fidently looked 
for.  In  addition 
to  the  nmnerous 
coloured  plates, 
the  text  is 
adorned  with  'a 
number  of  ex- 
quisite little 
woodcuts. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  very  inter- 
esting chapter  on  our  clever  brother  angler  and 
riverside  companion  the  Kingfisher  (Alcedo  isjnda): 

"  The  length  of  the  kingfisher  is  about  seven 
inches.  The  plumage  may  be  thus  described  : 
From  the  crown  of  the  head,  down  the  neck,  and 
the  whole  of  the  uj^per  part,  the  wings,  and  tail, 
are  of  a  brilliant  green,  shading  from  olive  to 
iridescent  emerald  and  blue  ;  from  the  beak  across 
the  ej'e  is  a  patch  of  rufous,  which  becomes  white 
below  the  ear-coverts  ;  from  the  base  of  the  beak 
runs  a  streak  of  the  above-mentioned  glossy  green, 
which  meets  that  upon  - the  wing-covei-ts.  The 
chin  and  throat  are  yellowish-white  ;  the  breast 
and  imder  parts  are  rufous,  deepening  in  colour  as 
it  i^roceeds  towards  the  tail.  'The  feet  are  pink  and 
small.  The  tail  is  short,  but  the  beak  is  long  and 
straight.  The  plumage  is  much  brighter  during  the 
breeding  season.  The  female  may  be  distinguished 
by  her  duller  hues,  and  from  the  bill  not  being  so 
long. 

"  The  Jiest  has  always  been  a  source  of  wonder  to 
ornithologists.  It  is  generally  placed  in  some  hole 
in  a  bank  overhanging  a  stream,  but  sometimes 
placed  away  from  water ;  a  favourite  position  is  a 
laole  in  the  bank  of  some  river  or  stream  which  has 
been  undermined  bj  the  action  of  the  waters,  and  so 
affording  a  somewhat  safer  retreat  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  rats  that  frequent  such  places.  The 
nest,  too,  is  very  peculiar.  It  would  appear  to  be 
composed  of  the  bones  of  the  fish  captured  by  the 
birds.  Some  naturalists  have  said  that  these  bones 
are  '  cast '  up  by  the  birds,  and  that  the  nest  is 
made  upon  this  accumulation.  It  is  generally  well 
hidden,  and,  except  for  the  rats,  the  kingfisher, 
being  so  beautiful,  need  fear  few  foes ;  it  was, 
however,  a  favourite  '  sport '  of  some  possessed  of  a 
gun,  some  years  ago,  to  kill  these  beautiful  birds ; 
and  as  thej'  fly  straight  they  are  easily  marked. 
Yet  there  are  few  things  more  interesting  than  to 
watch  one  of  them  whilst  fishing.  Many  an  Oxford 
man  has  seen  these  birds  along  the  Cherwell, 
skimming  the  water  under  Magdalen  Bridge,  or, 
ha\'rng  drifted  noiselessly  in  his  boat  with  the 
stream,  has  seen  them  seated  upon  an  overhanging 
bough,  watching  the  water  with  anxious  eye  until 
the  long-wished-for  prey  appears.  The  kingfisher 
then  darts  do-jvn,  even  swifter  than  a  gull,  secures 
its  prey,  and  by  its  buoyancy  regains  the  i:se  of  its 
wings,  and  flies  off  with  the  prize  to  its  nest,  if  it 
be  possessed  of  one,  otherwise  returning  to  its 
'  post  of  vantage.' 

"  The  general  abode  of  the  kingfisher  is  near 
rivers,  lakes,  streams,  brooks,  ponds,  and  ditches, 
or  mdeed  wherever  food  may  be  found.  This  food 
consists  principally  of  small  fish,  such  as  minnows,  • 


A  BKACE  OF  WYE  SALMON. 


Wye,  Hereford. — On  the  Fownhope  Reach  on 
the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  John  Paterson  landed  a  salmon 
of  171b.,  and  on  the  19th  one  of  191b.  They  were 
both  fresh  run  fish,  and  caught  with  the  same  fly, 
a  1|  inch  .Jock  Scot.  These  are  the  first  fish  caught 
on  the  Fownhope  Reach  this  season. 

[What  a  teeming  salmon  river  the  Wye  would 
be  if  its  so-called  conservators  conserved  it.  The 
boards  of  conservators  on  many  of  our  rivers  ought 
to  be  done  away  with  as  useless  or  worse. — Ed.] 


SIMPLE  PERCH  CULTURE- 
5000  FROM  30  IN  A  YEAR. 


[The  following  interesting  account  of  perch 
breeding  is  from  the  price  list  of  their  fishing  nets 
sent  out  by  Messrs.  Chorlton  &  Taylor,  308,  Derby- 
street,  Bolton,  Lanes. — Ed.] 

"  In  issuing  om*  price  list  we  wish  to  call 
attention  (especially  of  angling  associations)  to  the 
great  demand  for  coarse  fish  at  the  present  day. 
In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  20,  of  this  year,  the 
editor,  in  his  "  Occasional  Notes,"  remarks  on  the 
present  unsatisfactory  method  of  obtaining  same 
— a  method  which  cannot  be  recommended,  as  it  is 
simply  robbmg  one  part  of  the  country  to  supply 
another.  From  our  own  obser-\-ations  we  arc 
convinced  that  the  various  angling  associations 
throughout  the  country  ha\  e  the  remedy  in  their 
own  hands  if  taken  up  in  a  right  way.  As  a  case  in 
point,  we  may  mention  that  in  the  spring  of  1898 
we  put  in  a  small  pond  about  30  good  sized  perch. 
In  the  spring  of  1899  we  took  out  over  5000  small 
perch  from  2^  to  4  inches  long.  In  the  spring  of 
this  year  we  took  smaller  quantities  but  larger 
fish.  We  netted  out  the  large  parent  fish  when 
the  fry  were  about  three  months  old  by  using  a 
net  which  would  not  take  the  fr.N-.  The  young 
fish,  left  to  themselves,  of  course  throve  well,  and 
the  results  were  excellent.  That  is  the  method  we 
should  like  to  see  in  vogue,  and  any  angling 
association  having  command  over,  say,  a  dozen 
ponds,  would  do  well  to  try  the  experuuent.  By 
ponds  we  do  not  mean  small  lakes,  but  ordinary 
farmers'  pits,  the  majoi-ity  of  which  can  be  netted 
with  a  twenty  yards  drag  net. 

"  As  roach  and  perch  are  the  fish  most  in 
demand,  stock  one  of  the  most  suitable  ponds  with 
about  a  hundred  good  sized  perch,  the  same  with 
the  roach,  and  if  the  ponds  have  been  empty  of 
fish  for  some  time,  it  will  be  found,  when  the 
larger  fish  are  netted  out  about  four  months  after 
spasming,  that  the  fry  are  coming  on  well.  Put 
the  parent  fish  in  two  of  the  other  ponds,  and 
repeat  as  above  the  year  after.  Divide  the  young 
fish  when  about  nine  months  old,  which  should  be 
about  January  or  February  the  year  following,  and 
put  them  in  two  of  the  other  ponds.  By  the  time 
the  waters  are  all  occupied,  the  first  lot  of  young 
fish  will  be  ready  for  stocking  the  association 
watei-s.    Net  them'  out,  and  wlien  the  next  lot  of 
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youug  ave  ready  for  tumiug  in,  the  water  will 
ba  .in'  grai^il  condition  for  them.  All  that  is 
required  are  two  nets,  large  and  small  mesh,  some 
fish  carriers,  and  a  few  %villing  workers. 

"  As  fish  of  the  smallest  size  cannot  be  bought 
for  less  than  7s.~  6d.  per  100,  we  will  figure  xip 
what  the  5000  perch  were  worth.  Put  them 
down  as  low  as  5s.  per  100,  yet  the  5000  total 
£12  10s.,  which  will  cover  cost  of  all  the  above 
materials. 

"  With  regard  to  nets  and  i-epairs  of  same,  we 
have  been  users  as  well  as  makers  for  years,  and 
our  experience  is  that  if  a  net  is  not  kept  in  a  good 
state  of  repair,  it  will  not  last  half  the  time  it 
ought  to.  Many  we  have  seen  which,  when  torn, 
have  been  simply  tied  together  with  string,  and 
the  next  time  of  using  they  have  torn  away, 
leaving  a  larger  hole  than  before. 

"  For  repairs,  (h-op  a  line  giving  size  of  holes  and 
where  situated,  and  we  will  quote  for  repairing 
same." 


NOTES  ABOUT  FISHING 
SWITZEELAND. 

{Continued  froni  page  201.) 


IN 


Si\CE  forwarding  ray  last  "  Notes  "  I  have  had  a 
glance  at  a  large  Swiss  work  by  M.  Godefroy  Lunel, 
Conservator  of  the  Museum  of  Natural  Historv, 
Geneva.  (H.  Georg,  Geneva,  1874.)  It  seems  to 
have  been  issued  by  the  Zoological  Association  du 
Leman,  and  is  entitled  the  "  Natural  History  of  the 
Fishes  of  the  basin  of  Lake  Leman." 

The  illustrations  are  magnificent,  and  all  coloured 
after  nature,  the  size  of  the  work  affording  plentv 
of  space  for  many  of  them  being  as  large  as  life, 
and  almost,  if  not  quite,  "  as  natural."  His  list 
includes  the  names  given  in  French  and  Latin 
beneath,  to  which  I  prefix  the  English  ones  from 
other  sources : — 


1.  Cat  fish  or  la  Lotte. 

eel  pout. 

2.  Carp.  la  Carpe. 

3.  Tench.  la  Tanche. 

4.  Gudgeon,  le  Goujon. 


Lota  vulgaris.  Cuvier. 


Cypi-inus  carpio.  Linn. 
Tinea  viilgaiis.  Cuvier. 
Crobio  fluiiatilis. 

Cuvier. 

5.  VAhlette.  Alburniis  Iticidus. 

Heck. 

6.  le  Spirlin.         Alburnus  bipiinctafus. 

Linn. 

7.  le  Rotengle^       Scardinius  erythrop- 

thalnms.  Bonap. 

8.  Roach.        le  Garden.        Lcuciscus  rutihis. 

Linn. 

[Probably  a  chuh—Yengeron  being  one  of  its 
local  names.] 

9.  Chub  (?).     la  Chevanne.     Sqtialius  cephahis. 

Bonap. 

10.  llinnow.     le  Vairon.         Fhoxinus  la£vis. 

Agassiz. 

11.  Trout  (?).     la  Fera.  Coregonus  fera. 

Jurine. 

12.  Trout  (?).     la  Gravanche.    Coregonus  hicmalis. 

Jurine. 

13.  Grayling.    I'Omhre  Thymallus  vulgaris. 

cmnuin.  Nils.son. 

14.  Char(?).      VOmble  Salmo  umbla.  Linn. 

chevalier 

15.  Trout.         la  Truife.  Trutta  variabilis. 

G.  Lunel. 

16.  Trout.         la  Truite.  Trutta  variabilis. 

[A  black  trout.]  G.  Lunel. 

17.  Trout.        la  Truite.  Trutta  variabilis. 

G.  Lunel. 

[A  silvery  trout,  probably  the  great  trout  of 
Lac  Leman.] 

18.  Pike.  le  Brocket.  Esox  lucius  Linn6. 
•19.  Eel.  VAnguille.        Anguilla  vulgaris. 

Linn. 

20.  Loach.        la  Loche  Cobitis  barbatula. 

franche.  Linn. 
Among  these,  the  seven,  from  No.  11  to  No.  17, 
have  the  adipose  fin,  and  are  presumed  to  belong 
to  the  Salmonidae. 

^  From  the  figure  and  the  author's  reference  to 
No.  13,  V Ombre  comuin,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  this  is  the  grayling;  but  as  to  No.  14,  VOmble 
chevalier,  he  seems  to  indicate  that  even  the 
authorities  do  not  quite  agree  as  to  its  being  a  char, 
notwithstanding  its  resemblance  thereto.  No 
person  whom  I  have  met  seems  to  know  it  by  the 
name  of  saihUng.  or  whether  this  is  an  English  or 
foreign  name.  The  name  SaJmo  umla,  or  umbla, 
as  well  as  the  illustrations,  however,  establish  it  as 
being  an  entirely  different  fish  from  Thymalhis 
vujaris.     The  name  hreme  is  in  common  use 


locally  here,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
to  which  of  Lunel's  list  it  is  applied. 

An  English  visitor  here  tells  me  he  caught  a 
grayling  last  year  in  the  River  Orbe,  a  stream 
among  the  Jura  mountains  north  of  the  Lake 
Geneva  basin.  Benwyan. 


HAKDY'S  PATENT  CATCH  FOE 
CAEEYING  GAFF. 


Messes.  H.vrdy  Brothers  have  brought  out  a 
new  carrier  for  the  telescopic  gaff,  or  telescopic  or 
other  landing  net. 

It  can  be  worn  either  from  the  shoulder  or  round 
the  waist.    B  is  a  spring,  its  loose  end  underlapping 


the  hook  A,  so  that  it  cannot  possibly  get  off  the 
ring  until  B  is  pressed  against  the  side  of  the  gaff. 
In  gripping  the  gaff  the  thumb  comes  naturally  on 
this  spot,  when  all  that  is  required  is  simply  to  lift 
the  gaff  oft'  the  ring.  The  operation  is  performed 
with  one  hand.  It  was  tested  last  season,  and 
answered  admirably.    The  attachment  can  be  put 


TEOUTING  PEOSPECTS— 
GLOUCESTEESHIEE,  ETC. 


The  trouting  season  proper  in  Gloucestershire 
begins  on  April  1.  Nearly  all  the  streams  rise 
amidst  the  bracing  pine-clad  Cotswold  hills,  a,nd  flow 
on  through  lovely  and  varied  scenery  into  the  good 
old  River  Tha,mes  at  Lower  Inglesham,  Lechlade, 
and  Newbridge  by  Eynsham ;  but  the  charming 
little  trout  stream  the  Dickler  feeds  the  Upper 
Windrush  near  Bourton-on-the-Water. 

The  most  useful  rods  for  fishing  the  streams  in 
question  are  from  10  feet  to  11  feet  6  inches,  with 
lines  of  from  30  to  50  yards,  and  casts  of  from 
4  feet  6  inches  to  6  and  9  feet,  according  to  the 
state  of  the  water. 

Wading  is  absolutely  necessary  on  some  of  the 
wide  waters,  but  on  the  upper  reaches  where  the 
waters  are  nari'ow  wading  is  not  necessary,  nor  is 
it  permitted  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Bibury  on  the 
Upper  Coin,  and  it  is  often  ridiculously  overdone 
on  the  other  hotel  water  on  the  Coin. 

There  are  but  two  hotel  waters  of  any  note  on 
any  of  the  Gloucestershire  streams,  and  these  are 
at  Fairford  and  at  Bibury  on  the  Upper  Coin. 
Fairford  is  famous  throughout  the  kingdom  for  its 
picturesque  trout  fishery,  some  three  miles  in 
length,  of  clear  uninterrupted  casting,  well  stocked 
with  fario,  divided  into  two  sections  of  about  a 
mile  and  half,  and  about  a  mile  apart, 


In  the  height  of  the  season,  when  the  May  Fly 
is  well  on,  which  it  is  generally  about  the  end  of 
May,  dry  fly  experts  flock  to'  Fairford  from  all 
parts,  and  the  hotels  and  lodging-houses  become 
crammed  with  trout  fishers. 

The  Bibury  Trout  Fishery,  attached  to  the 
Swan  Hotel,  which  nestles  snug  by  in  amongst  the 
steep  Cotswold  hills,  is  about  a  mile  and  three 
quarters  in  length.  It  is  very  well  stocked  with 
fario,  some  Itchen  fario  having  been  introduced 
during  the  past  two  seasons.  The  trout  caught 
here  average  nearly  lib.  each,  and  at  Fairford  a 
good  pound  ;  one  trout  taken  last  season  during 
the  May  Fly  plumping  the  scale  at  2.ilb. 

The  charge  for  fishing  the  hotel  waters  is  the 
same  at  both  places,  namely,  2s.  6d.  per  day,  and 
5s.  during  the  May  Fly,  for  which  sum  the  angler 
may,  if  skilful  enough,  put  in  his  creel  five  brace 
of  trout  of  12oz.,  or  twelve  inches  size  limit. 
D  uring  the  May  Fly  the  limit  creel  is  often  got  by 
dry  fly  experts,  who  exhibit  remarkable  skill  in 
casting. 

The  following  list  of  artificial  flies  may  be  of  use 
to  the  intending  Gloucestershire  trout  fishers  who 
may  not  be  accjuainted  with  the  streams  in 
(juestion ;  they  are  as  follows,  and  come  in  some- 
thing of  the  .order  named  : — March  Brown,  pale 
winged  Olive  Dun,  Hare's  Ear  with  gold  ribs,  Red 
and  Blue  Quill  Gnats,  Blue  Duns,  Black  Haw- 
thorn, Brown  Alder,  Yellow  May  Dun,  Ginger 
Quill,  Green  and  Gray  Drake,  Black  Gnat,  Red 
Spinner,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Sherry  Spinner  with  gold 
ribs,  very  deadly  on  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Coin, 
as  is  also  the  Brown  Alder  everywhere  after  the 
middle  of  May ;  the  Autumn  Dun,  Stone  Fly, 
and  Red  Soldier  Palmer  and  Caterpillar  about 
wind  up  the  category  of  flies  absolutely  necessary. 

The  dry  fly  is  now  chiefly  used,  and  worm  or 
minnow  is  not  allowed  anywhere,  either  on  hotel 
or  private  waters.    The  season  closes  on  Sept.  29. 

F.  L. 


ME.  JAMES  OGDEN'S  "FLY 
FISHEE'S  GUIDE,"  ETC. 


I  HAVE  had  so  much  good  sport  when  using 
rods  or  tackle  supplied  by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of 
28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham,  that  I  am 
very  glad  to  find  he  has  recently  brought  out  a 
new  "  Fly  Fisher's  Guide  and  Catalogue,"  a  neat, 
handy  little  illustrated  volume,  which  not  only 
gives  full  particulars  of  the  rods,  flies  and  tackle 
for  which  Mr.  James  Ogden  has  established  such  a 
good  name,  but  it  also  gives  much  useful  informa- 
tion "  How  to  Use  Them,"  written  by  Mr.  Ogden 
himself  as  a  result  of  his_o\vn  experiences  as  an 
angler.  Mr.  Ogden  informs  me  that  she  will  send 
the  "  Guide  "  post  free  for  sixpence  in  stamps,  and 
will  credit  the  amount  on  any  order  which  follows. 

Here  is  a  hint  which  many  anglers  would  do 
well  to  have  printed  on  a  card  and  fastened  in  the 
fly  or  tackle  book  : — 

"  No  matter  what  trouble  and.  expense  the  angler 
has  been  put  to  to  ensitrc  a  good  day's  sport,  all 
must  be  sacrificed  if  the  gut  casts  or  lines  used  are 
inferior.''' 

It  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the  strength  of  a  gut 
salmon  or  trout  cast  or  trace  by  loohivg  at  it,  so,  if 
you  do  not  care  to  go  to  the  trouble  of  testing  your 
casts  yourself,  you  should  buy  them  of  a  maker 
like  Mr.  .lames  Ogden,  who  has  them  well  tested 
before  they  are  sent  to  a  customer.  Even  then  it 
is  worth  while  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure  and 
test  the  gut  yourself,  and  see  that  it  will  bear  the 
strain  it  ought  to  bear. 

A  few  years  ago  I  bought  some  new  gut  casts  of 
a  first-rate  house.  They  arrived  by  post  just  as  I 
was  leaving  to  fish  the  Test.  The  strands  were 
extra  long,  and  the  gut  looked  perfect,  and  I  forgot 
to  undo  a  cast  and  test  it,  as  I  almost  always  do, 
by  drawing  it  through  the  tightly  closed  left  hand 
when  dry — I  mean  when  the  gut  is  drj-.  It  must 
be  done  slowly,  or  the  knots  may  cut  your  fingers. 
This  not  only  tests  the  gut  and  the  knots,  but 
takes  the  curl  out  of  it.  I  think  the  use  of  the 
gut  cast  damping  box  is  often  much  overdone. 
The  gut  gets  quite  soft  enough  in  the  river,  and 
the  softer  it  is  the  more  liable  it  is  to  slip  at  the 
knots. 

The  beginner  in  fly  casting  will  find  great  help 
from  the  following  bit  of  advice  by  Mr.  J.  Ogden  : 
"  Time  should  be  allowed  for  the  line  to  extend 
behind  the  angler.    A  good  plan  will  be  found  by 
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counting  as  in  music ;  say  one,  backward  stroke  of 
the  rod,  two  occiipies  same  space  of  time  to  allow 
line  to  extend  behind,  three  being  the  forward 
cast.  In  doing  this  the  point  of  the  rod  should 
not  be  lowered  too  much."  This  is  well-put, 
excellent  advice.  The  most  Idifficult  thing  the 
young  fly  fisher  has  to  learn  is  to  learn  to  wait?, 
that  is,  to  wait  for  the  line  to  extend  behind.  And  of 
all  the  numberless  directions  given  him,  I  remember 
nothing  so  simple  and  so  easy  to  remember,  as 
well  as  practical,  as  Mr.  Ogden's  "  musical  note." 

Mr.  Ogden  supplies  a  dry  fly  box  with  a  little 
bottle  of  odourless  paraffin  in  a  compartment  to 
itself.  He  says  :  "If  flies  are  oiled  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  and  allowed  to  dry,  they  will 
hardly  requii-e  oiling  again." 

In  his  short,  pithy  chapter,  "  How  to  Deal  -with 
your  Fish  when  Hooked,"  Mr.  O.  says  : — 

"  Again,  you  will  often  find  great  difiiculties 
present  themselves  when  a  heavy  fish  is  observed 
to  rise  in  one  of  those  tempting  but  tantalising 
rims  at  the  edge  of  a  large  carpet  of  weeds,  and  at 
a  distance  which  makes  accurate  casting  no  easy 
matter.  .  .  .  When  you  are  fortunate  to  hook  a 
fish  in  such  a  position,  ijou  may  fairly  consider 
your  programme  full  for  tin;  time  being." 

The  italics  are  mine ;  I  hope  many  an  angler 
will  be  reminded  of  them  during  the  coming 
season,  and  also  that  he  will  remember  the 
excellent  and  bold  advice  which  Mr.  Ogden  gives 

as  to  carrying  out  the  programme.    He  says  

But  I  really  must  not  give 'away  all  the  good  tips 
his  little  "  Guide  "  contains. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  "  if  the  same 
pattern  of  fly  is  presented  too  frequently  it  loses  its 
charm  for  a  time."  The  "  Zuto  "  is  an  instance  of 
a  pattern  which  has  almost  gone  out  of  fashion  on 
some  waters  where  it  was  formerly  the  prime 
favourite.  For  a  rough  day  for  lake  fishing  or  sea 
trout,  there  are  few  patterns  to  beat  Mr.  Ogden's 
"  Scorcher,"  which  was  invented,  I  believe,  by  my 
old  friend  Mr.  Fred  Yates ;  the  body  has  the 
metallic  sheen  of  many  of  the  beetles  which  get 
blown  into  the  water  for  the  benefit  of  the  trout. 

Of  Mr.  James  Ogden's  celebrated  May  Flies,  it  is 
too  soon  in  the  season  to  say  much,  but,  as  a  proof 
of  the  demand  for  them,  over  seven  hundred  dozen 
were  sold  within  a  space  of  fourteen  days  last  May 
Fly  season. 

I  have  no  space  to  follow  Mr.  Ogden  in  his  guide  to 
the  flies  for  the  different  months,  both  for  trout  and 
grayling,  with  illustrations  of  some  of  the  standard 
patterns  which  will  kill  everywhere  and  at  all  times. 


Jock  Scott 


For  his  salmon  fly  department  Mr.  Ogden  keeps 
a  special  staff  of  dressers,  who  have  at  their 
disposal  "  one  of  the  best  collections  of  all  kinds  of 
materials  known  to  the  art  of  fly  tying,  which  is 
kept  up  regardless  of  cost." 

But  it  is  as  a  maker  of  fly-rods  that  Mr.  James 
Ogden's  name  is  best  known,  and  of  his  famous 
"  Multum  in  Parvo  "  at  one.  guinea  he  has  sold  over 
ten  thousand.  It  is  a  two-joint  spliced  rod,  and 
can  be  had  of  any  length  from  8ft.  to  lift. 
Mr.  Ogden  claims  that  by  means  of  his  brass  clips 
at  the  end  of  each  splice,  and  with  the  silk  tape 
supplied  with  the  rod,  it  can  be  put  up  in  less  time 
than  an  ordinary  three-jointed  ferruled  rod. 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the 
testimonials  about  this  and  other  special  rods,  etc., 
from  well-known  anglers  quoted  in  this  little  book. 
The  last  half  is  illustrated  on  nearly  every  page 
with  engravings  of  tackle,  rods,  flies,  baits,  bags, 
'baskets,  etc.,  etc.  I  can  with  confidence  recommend 
it  to  fly  fishers  as  the  work  not  only  of  a  practical 
fishing  tackle  maker  but  also  practical  angler. 

E.  B.  Marston. 


Ltea  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Coiswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Kly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  field  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  e.xample,  of  'Diana  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained,  post  free, 
from  the  Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden, 
at  tlie  reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


THE  OTLEY  ANGLING  CLUB  AND 
THE  STATE  OF  THE  RIVEE 
WHARFE. 


(To  the  Editor  of  the  Yokkshiue  Post.) 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Francis  Darwin  in  the  Yorkshire 
Post  of  Thursday  last,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
the  Otley  Fishing  Club  have  determined  to  abandon 
their  fishing  in  the  River  Wharfe  "  on  account  of 
the  increasing  pollution  of  the  river." 

I  beg  you  will  allow  me  to  correct  what  I  conceive 
to  be  somewhat  misleading  as  to  the  facts  regarding 
this  matter. 

The  Otley  Angling  Club  have  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years  held  the  fishing  in  the  River 
Wharfe  through  the  Farnley  Hall  Estate  without 
payment  of  rent.  Recently,  however,  I  decided  to 
ask  the  club  to  pay  a  moderate  sum  as  rent  for 
this  somewhat  valuable  fishery,  which  extends  for 
about  eight  miles.  Upon  my  decision  being  sub- 
mitted to  the  members  at  their  meeting  on  the 
9th  inst.,  they  resolved  to  give  up  the  fishing. 

It  would  appear  from  Mr.  Darwin's  letter,  and 
from  statements  which  have  been  published  in 
another  newspaper,  that  the  sole  and  only  reason  for 
the  fishing  being  abandoned  by  the  Otley  Angling 
Club  is  the  pollution  of  the  river,  and  the  deteriora- 
tion thereby  of  the  fishing  (which  for  the  most  part 
is  owned  by  me),  and  I  think  it  well,  therefore,  to 
point  out,  in  order  to  prevent  misappi-ehension,  the 
circumstances  tinder  which  the  club  decided  to 
relinquish  the  importarft  fishing  rights  which  they 
have  so  long  enjoyed  without  payment  of  any  rent 
to  the  ovmers  of  the  Farnley  Hall  Estate. — Yours 
faithfully,  F.  H.  Fawkes. 

Farnley  Hall,  Otley,  March  16; 

[As  we  quoted  Mr.  Darwin's  letter  it  is  only  fair 
to  give  the  repl>'  of  Mr.  Fawkes.  At  the  same  time 
everyone  who  knows  tlie  facts  knows  that  if  it  wei-e 
not  for  the  pollution  from  the  sewers  and  factories 
the  Otley  Club  would  doubtless  never  have  given 
up  eight  miles  of  fishing  rights  because  a  moderate 
rent  was  asked. — Ed.] 


STATE  OF  THE  WHARFE  NEAR 
OTLEY. 


DECEASE  OF  THE  OTLEY  CLUB. 

[We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Yorkshire  Post, 
which  circulates  in  every  town  and  village  from 
Trent  to  Tweed,  has  taken  up  the  question  of  the 
state  of  the|  Wharfe,  and  trust  it  will  go  on 
stirring  up  the  matter,  nasty  though  it  is,  until  the 
towns  and  villages  and  factories  which  are  si3oiling 
the  beautiful  rivers  will  be  forced  to  get  rid  of  their 
crude  sewage  and  refuse  chemicals  in  some  other 
way  than  by  dumping  them  into  the  streams. 
Here  is  what  the  Yorkshire  Post  says.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  admits  that  crude  sewage  is  sent  into, 
the  river.— Ed.  G.  F.] 

From  the  Yorkshire  Post,  March  25. 

The  cause  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Otley  Angling 
Club  has  been  the  subject  of  much  misapprehension, 
as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fawkes  last  week  in  correction 
of  that  of  Mr.  Francis  Darwin  showed.  Being 
equally  ill-informed  on  the  subject  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  leading  organ  of  anglers,  echoes  the 
cry  of  river  pollution  with  vehemence  : — 

If  it  only  knew  it  this  is  one  of  the  saddest  things 
the  powerful  Yorkshire  Post  ever  published  —  the 
beautiful  Wharfe  abandoned  to  the  demon  which  is 
gradually  destroying  so  many  of  our  rivers.  And  yet 
the  Yorkshire  Post  lets  the  complaint  pass  without  a 
word. 

This  seems  to  be  a  fair  indication  of  the  general 
impression  that  is  abroad — namely,  that  ra^npant 
pollution  has  driven  the  Otley  Angling  Club  out  of 
existence,  and  that  the  lower  Wharfe  is  in  immedi- 
ate danger  of  going  out  of  preservation  to  compete 
with  the  Aire  and  Calder  for  the  reputation  of  an 
open  sewer.  It  was  because  we  knew  the  whole  of 
the  facts  that  we  did  not  care  to  give  undue 
prominence  to  the  private  affairs  of  a  small  private 
club,  especially  seeing  that  the  matter  was  receiving 
due  consideration  in  the  Angling  Department  of 
the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post.  Now,  however,  that 
such  widely  distorted  versions  of  the  case  have 
gained  cm-rency,  it  seems  advisable  that  the  bald 
facts  should  be  published. 

It  was  not  merely  pollution  ;  it  was  not  merely 
a  question  of  rent ;  it  was  not  any  one  single  thing, 
but  a  conibination  of  several  causes  which  led  to 


the  abandonment  of  th^/Qtl^/iWub.    That  the 

length  preserved  by  the  clnb  at-an'%[^ijaid  cost  to 
them  of  i;100  suffered  last  yukn.axjrd  in  fiixfljering 
from  pollution  cannot  bo  gainsaid.  It  is  a  fact 
which  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  l$oard.  The  sewage  works  which 
are  supposed  to  treat  the  combined  sewage  of 
Menston  and  ]3urley  are  situated  but  a  couple  of 
miles  or  so  above  the  Otley  Club's  water.  These 
works  have  been  found  inadequate  to  the  demands 
made  upon  them,  and  considerable  extensions  ara 
now  in  hand.  Meanwhile  crude  or  only  partially 
treated  sewage  is  being  discharged  into  the  river. 
At  Otley  a  somewhat  similar  state  of  things 
exists.  We  had  in  our  correspondence  columns 
on  March  22  the  word  of  Mr.  Edward  Greaves, 
the  chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Connnittee  of 
the  Otley  Urban  District  Council,  that  "  the 
Council  are  putting  down  new  detritus  tanks, 
which  will  necessitate  the  discharge  of  crude 
sewage  direct. into  the  river.  This,  however,  is 
officially  sanctioned,  and  is,  of  course,  a  pvu-ely 
temporary  pollution,  and,  moreover,  I  take  it, 
would  not  exist  when  the  angling  club  dissolved." 
We  may  point  out  to  Mr.  Greaves  that  we  had  been 
informed  of  this  discharge  of  crude  sewage  some 
time  previous  to  the  meeting  at  which  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  club  was  decided  upon.  We  make  no 
reflection  upon  his  committee.  The  unavoidable 
necessity  for  the  discharge  of  the  crude  sewage  may 
or  may  not  exist.  The  point  at  issue  is  that  the 
crude  sewage  does  at  present  pollute  the  river,  and 
neither  the  official  sanction  nor  the  prospective 
cessation  of  the  discharge  will  bring  back  to  life  the 
fish  it  has  killed.  This  crude  sewage,  from  a  town 
of  some  8,000  inhabitants,  empties  into  the  Wharfe 
near  the  head  of  the  club's  premises.  Further, 
indications  had  been  persistently  present  during 
the  past  season  or  two  of  the  presence  in  the  water 
of  another  and,  perhaps,  even  more  fatal  pollution. 
Yet  all  this  was  not  sufficient  to  lead  the  club  to 
disband.  It  was  hoped  that  the  extensions  and 
alterations  at  Burley  and  Otley  would  effectually 
cure  the  sewage  difficulty,  while  in  respect  to  the 
other  form  of  pollution  mentioned  above,  a  London 
solicitor  had  been  engaged,  counsel's  opinion  had 
been  taken,  instructions  had  been  received  with 
regard  to  collecting  evidence,  and  bottling  samples 
for  analj'sis,  and  a  guarantee  fund  of  i'5  per  member 
over  and  above  the  annual  subscription  of  £3  had 
been  formed  to  meet  the  cost  of  attempting  to 
get  an  injunction  at  law  to  restrain  the  alleged 
nuisance.  Had  their  combined  efforts  been  suc- 
cesfully  carried  out  there  is  little  doubt  the  Wharfe 
at  and  below  Otley  woidd  have  made  a  marked 
advance  in  purity  and  sport. 

Up  to  this  point,  through  the  hearty  generosity 
of  three  successive  squires  of  Farnley  (including 
Mr.  F.  H.  Fawkes,  the  present  owner),  the  Otley 
Club  had  held  the  main  portion  of  then-  fishing 
rent  free,  with  certain  reservations.  Now  came 
the  time  when  it  appeared  advisable  to  Mr.  Fawkes 
that  his  arrangements  with  the  club  should  be  put 
upon  a  different  and  more  business-like  footing. 
With  this  view  he  submitted  to  the  club  a  draft  of 
the  agreement  he  proposed  they  should  enter  into 
with  him,  one  clause  of  which  was  that  the 
club  should  pay  an  annual  rental  of  £50.  This 
is,  on  the  face  of  it,  no  exorbitant  sum  for  six  or 
eight  miles  of  fishing  rights  within  half-an-hour's 
ride  of  a  populous  centre  like  Leeds.  But  there 
were  other  conditions,  as  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  of  no  concern  to  the  public,  which 
the  club,  reluctantly,  could  not  approve  of.  There 
was  no  rancour.  The  club  deeply  appreciated  the 
many  kindnesses  they  had  received  at  Mr.  Fawkes's 
hands,  but  they  felt  that  they  could  not  secure 
their  future  sport  without  taking  the  legal  action 
they  proposed,  and,  as  business  men,  it  seemed  to 
them  that  they  could  not  spend  on  the  fishing  a 
lump  sum  of  .£150  or  ^£200  under  the  conditions  of 
the  agreement  Mr.  Fawkes  suggested.  We  are 
sorry  that  a  sporting  club  like  the  Otley  Association 
should  cease  to  exist.  As  to  the  preservation  of 
what  Mr.  Fawkes  very  rightly  describes  as  a  valu- 
able fishing,  we  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  him 
as  a  sportsman  to  fear  that  its  abandonment  will 
be  entertained,  just  as  we  have  no  fear  of  the 
beautiful  Wharfe  being  lightly  handed  over  to 
"  the  demon  which  is  gradually  destroying  so  many 
of  our  rivers." 


American  Books.— A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  vaiiou* 
departments  of  literature  can  be  liaJ  of  Sampson  Low,  Marstou 
and  Co.,  Umited.  St  Diwistaii  s  House,  Fetter  biUe,  U.)udiMi. 
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ANGL^IRS^  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 

[ioTH  Lea  Competition.] 


lb.  oz.  dr 


The  competition  held  at  St.  Margaret's,  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  on 
March  24,  proved  one  of  the  most  successful  ventures 
of  the  kind  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  but  the 
results  of  the  dav,  with  525  competitors  producmg 
151b.  of  fish,  were  extremely  disappointing  ;  fortv- 
one  of  the  competitors  were  only  able  to  weigh  in 
for  the  seventy-two  prizes  offered,  consequently  the 
imsuccessful  ones  will  have  an  opportunity  of  trying 
their  chance  again  on  March  31,  under  the  same 
conditions  as  to  time  and  place.  Tickets  must  again 
be  stamped  and  new  entries  will  also  be  accepted. 
The  weather  throughout  was  quite  warm,  and  the 
genial  sunshine  seemed  to  make  the  angler  quite 
forget  the  fish  were  not  at  all  in  a  feeding  humoiu:. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  knowing  Lea  roachers 
predicted  a  scarcity  of  fish,  the  colour  of  the  water 
not  being  at  all  to  their  liking — namely,  that  of  a 
bluish  grey,  but  very  much  resembling  the  "  blue 
billy,"  so  many  hundred  tons  of  which  can  be  seen 
along  the  banks  of  Izaak  Walton's  dear  old  river 
washing  its  poisonous  drainage  into  the  water  with 
every  shower  of  rain. 

The  stamping  of  tickets  was  expeditiously  carried 
out  by  Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  J.  Levien,  and  Geo. 
MeiTy;  and  the  signal  given  to  start  by  Mr.  S. 
Malby  (secretary).  Host  Stevens,  of  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  had  made  the  best  arrangements  possible 
for  the  comfort  of  all,  and  the  dinner  enjoved  bv  the 


31.  G.  Bowker,  Cambridge  Heath    0 

32.  A.  E.  Payne,  Harcourt   0 

33.  J.  Lloyd,  Good  Intent   0 


39.  W.  Pipe,  Wimbledon  Piscatorials   ...  0 

40.  T.  McGratb,  Hoxton  Brothers   0 


not  get  his  ticket  registered  before  fishin„. 

Competitors  who  have  won  a  prize  will  not  be 
allowed  to  compete  on  March  31,  on  which  date 
dace  are  barred,  it  being  the  close  time  for  them. 
The  Walthamstow  Brothers  sent  in  a  prize  too  late 
to  be  inserted  in  the  prize  lisb. 

S.  Malby,  Hon.  Sec. 
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BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Bath  Anglers'  Association  held  their  fifth 
anuual  dinner  at  Messrs.  Fortt  &  Sons'  Restaurant,  in 
IMilsom-street,  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  20. 
Mr.  Councillor  Woodiwiss,  J. P.,  D.L.,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  between  fifty  and  sixty  members  and  their 
friends  sat  down  to  a  most  excellently-served  repast. 

The  toast  of  the  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Family 
having  been  submitted  by  the  chairman,  and  drunk 
with  musical  honours,  Mr.  T.  G.  Brown,  hon.  secretary, 
read  letters  regretting  absence  from  Messrs.  L.  T.  Hare, 


Froim  a  photo  by'] 


A  Snap-shot  of  some  Membbes  of  the  Committee. 


[ir.  J.  Hade. 


cormnittee  reflected  the  greatest  possible  credit  and 
gave  the  utmost  satisfaction.  The  weighing  of  fish 
in  the  evening  was  not  an  arduous  task,  Messrs. 
Medcalf,  Malby,  W.  J.  Wade,  and  R.  Woodruff 
being  in  charge,  with  Mr.  C.  Watling  at  the  scales.  \ 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  deserve  the  special 
thanks  of  anglers  for  the  arrangements  of  special 
trains  morning  and  night.  lb    02.  dr. 

1.  G.  Miller,  Unattached    1     G  1 

2.  J.  Prophy,  Brompton   1     2  0 

3.  H.  Bailey,  Hoxton  Brothers   0    14f  0 

4.  P.  Clark,  Walthamstow  Brothers    ...    0    14^  0 

5.  A.  Taylor,  Camden    0    13  0 

6.  H.  Isaacs,  Hounsfleld  Otters   0    12J  2 

7.  J.  Evans,  Great  Northern  Brothers...    0    ll|  1 

8.  G.  Tracey,  Park    0    11  3 

9.  J.  Gover,  Walthamstow  Brothers   0    lOJ  2 

10.  E.  Howarth,  Walthamstow  Brothers     0    10  0 

11.  F.  Vanhegan,  Amicable  Waltonians...    0     9  2 

12.  R.  Akin,  Original  Alexandra   0     8J  2 

13.  H.  Bunyan,  Albion  Brothers   0  1^0 

14.  W.  Simmonds,  Stratford   0     7^  2 

15.  A.  Betts,  Westminster    0     7*  0 

16.  E.  Wild,  Dalston   0     6  1 

17.  A.  Taylor,  Phoenix    0     £|  1 

18.  E.  Thompson,  Walthamstow   0     5^  0 

19.  J.  Allen,  Albion  Brothers    0     4f  1 

20.  J.  R.  Samuels,  Essex    0     4^  0 

21.  F.  Templeman,  Walham  Green    0     4  2 

22.  E.  Parram,  Dalston   0     4  2 

23.  J.  Moffatt,  Edmonton  and  Tottenham    0     4  2 

24.  .J.  Clark.  Paddington  Rifles    0     4  0 

25.  E.  Slous,  Friendship    0     8f  2 

26.  T.  Benny,  Islington  Brothers    0     3^  2 

27.  H.  C.  White,  Park    0     3^  3 

28.  F.  Golland,  North  East   0     SJ  0 


C.  E.  Wells,  J.  W.  Lewis,  jun.,  and  "  Dragnet,"  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  "  Immortal  Memory 
of  Our  Great  Master,  Izaak  Walton,"  regretted  the 
reason  which  was  the  cause  of  his  being  in  the  chair 
that  evening — the  absence  of  Mr.  Hare,  their  president, 
through  family  bereavement.  He  (Mr.  Woodiwiss)  had 
tried  fishing,  but  his  want  of  success  might  be 
accounted  for  by  his  lack  of  patience,  and,  as  they 
knew,  angling  needed  a  very  great  deal  of  patience, 
perseverance  and  tact.  In  1897,  when  be  was  Mayor 
of  Bath  (applause),  he  had  the  honour  of  being  present 
at  their  dinner,  and  as  a  member  he  had  always  taken 
a  more  or  less  keen  interest  in  the  association.  He 
had  been  told  that  their  friend  Mr.  Saunders  last  year 
caught  the  biggest  pike  of  the  year  in  the  Avon,  for 
which  he  received  a  massive  silver  reel.  (Applause.) 
He  asked  them  to  drink  the  toast  in  silence,  which 
was  done. 

The. next  toast  was  that  of  the  "Bath  Anglers 
Association,"  which  was  to  have  been  proposed  by 
Mr.  Wells,  but  in  his  absence  the  duty  was  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Longworth  Dames,  who  said,  although  he  came 
unprepared  to  make  a  speech,  he  had  much  pleasure 
in  submitting  the  toast.  He  belonged  to  many  associa- 
tions, and  had  fished  in  Ireland  and  many  places  in 
England,  especially  in  the  Devonshire  rivers.  He  had 
cast  his  rod  round  Bath,  but  had  not  caught  many  fish ; 
in  fact  he  did  not  think  there  were  many  about.  It 
struck  him  that  there  were  more  members  in  the 
Anglers'  Association  than  there  were  fish  in  the  riyer. 
(Laughter.)  He  believed  it  would  be  a  very  good 
thing  if  they  could  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed 
to  prohibit  fishing  so  many  days  a  w.eek,  and  also  to 
stop  netting  in  the  estuaries  of  the  larger  rivers.  He 
wished  every  success  to  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association, 
and  included  in  the  toast  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt! 


In  responding,  Mr.  Fortt  said,  with  regard  to  such 
an  association  as  theirs,  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  was 
just  what  the  members  liked  to  make  it.  They  were  a 
pretty  big  association  now,  and  if  the  members  would 
only  take  a  little  more  interest  in  the  fixtures  and  pull 
together,  there  was  no  limit  to  the  size  to  which  they 
might  attain.  In  conclusion,  he  thanked  them  for  the 
way  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Harding  proposed  "  Kindred  Associations 
and  Visitors,"  which,  having  been  heartily  honouied, 
Mr.  Wilson  responded  in  a  humorous  speech.  The 
"  Chairman  "  was  submitted  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt,  and 
was  drunk  with  much  enthusiasm. 

Spinning  Minnow. 

ANGLING  AND  FISH  CULTURE  IN 
LOCH  LOMOND. 

ExTBACTS  from  the  report  by  the  committee  of  the 
Loch  Lomoud  Improvement  Association  : — 

"  We  are  glad  to  report  that  during  the  past  year 
there  has  been  little  or  no  poaching-  of  any  kind  on 
either  the  Leven  or  the  Oiyde.  Poaching  in  Loch 
Lomond  itself  has  been  well-nigh  stamped  out. 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  the 
available  spawning  beds  in  the  rivers  are  too  few  for 
the  immense  quantities  of  migratory  fish  which  enter 
Loch  Lomond,  and  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to 
render  accessible  to  fish  as  much  new  brooding  ground 
as  possible. 

"  The  efforts  made  during  the  past  year  to  secure 
suitable  salmon  and  sea  trout  ova,  while  unsuccessful 
in  some  respects,  have  resulted  in  about  35,000  fine 
eggs  of  each  class  being  obtained.  These  have  been 
treated  at  Rossdhu  with  successful  results.  An  effort 
should  be  made  to  secure  in  future  at  least  half-a- 
million  eggs  each  season.  These  could  be  treated 
without  any  corresponding  increase  of  cost. 

"  Pike  netting  has  been  prosecuted  successfully,  and 
all  the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  ravages  caused 
by  that  fish  are  decreasing.  During  the  season  392 
fish,  weighing  123911b.  were  destroyed.  The  thanks 
of  tbc  association  are  due  to  Mr.  Meuzies,  the  tenant 
of  Inverarnan,  for  his  efforts  in  this  direction. 

"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  trustees  on  the 
Colquhoun  Estate,  who  are  the  landlords  under  the 
lease,  have  not  exercised  their  option  of  breaking 
the  lease  at  the  termination  of  the  first  period  of  five 
years  under  it,  and  that  the  option  of  now  terminating 
the  lease  at  each  recurring  period  of  five  years  lies 
solely  with  the  association,  your  committee  recommend 
that  the  beginning  of  fifteen  years'  uninterrupted 
possession  is  a  fitting  opportunity  to  constitute  the 
association  upon  a  more  formal  and  permanent  basis 
than  hitherto.  With  this  object  they  have  framed  a 
proposed  constitution,  a  draft  of  which  will  be  issued 
before  the  annual  general  meeting  to  members,  who 
are  requested  to  attend  and  submit  any  alterations 
they  consider  will  help  the  association  to  carry  out  its 
work  in  future  in  the  most  efficient  manner. 

"  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  that  the  com- 
mittee have  to  report  the  retiral  of  Mr.  Alfred  Brown 
from  the  active  duties  of  secretary,  which  office  he  has 
so  long  and  zealously  filled,  but  they  are  glad  that,  as 
a  permanent  resident  at  Luss,  Mr.  Brown's  long 
experience  of  and  interest  in  piscatorial  matters  will 
still  be  at  the  service  of  the  association,  in  connection 
with  the  outdoor  management  of  its  affairs.  The 
committee  have  pleasure  in  recommending  •  the 
appointment,  as  secretary,  of  Mr.  Henry  Laniond, 
163,  West  George-street,  Glasgow,  to  be  assisted  by 
Mr.  Brown,  as  above  stated. 

"  In  name  of  the  committee, 

"  Henry  Lamond, 
"  Interim  Sec." 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  March  23  at  the 
Devonshire  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson 
(Nottingham)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Cooper  presented  the 
accounts  for  the  past  year,  showing  that  the  association 
had  paid  off  the  debt  upon  the  rearing  tanks,  and  had 
a  balance  in  the  bank  of  £29.  In  addition  to  this, 
every  tank  is  full  of  trout  of  various  ages.  There  are 
some  50,000  fry,  15,000  yearlings,  3000  two-year-olds, 
and  90  parent  fish,  running  from  7  inches  to  10  inches, 
and  all  are  in  the  pink  of  condition.  It  was  decided 
to  turn  into  the  waters  under  the  control  of  the 
association  all  the  best  of  the  yearlings,  and  all 
two-year-old  fish  on  May  18.  There  being  now  no 
debt  to  provide  for,  the  whole  of  the  fish  bred  by  the 
association  will  in  future  be  turned  into  the  river,  and 
none  will  be  sold.  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  Willersley, 
was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Marsden 
Smedley,  Darley  Dale,  vice-president ;  Mr.  H.  Cooper 
was  re-elected  treasurer  and  secretary  with  the  old 
committee.  A  few  new  members  were  elected  to  fill 
the  places  of  those  who  from  various  causes  have 
resigned  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of 
rnembers  is  now  limited  to  fifty,  who  reside  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  water  for  this 
reason  is  never  over  fished.  -  J.  H. 
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ANDERSONS' 

Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &G. 


ONE 

GOLD 

THREE 

SILVER 
MEDALS 

PARIS, 

1900: 


THE  "NEVERSLIP"  BROGUE. 


A  light  Shoe  Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and  hobbed 
Heels,  to  give  a  sure  foothold  on  Slippery  Rocks, 
22s.  6(i,  per  pair. 


EVERY 
REQUISITE 

IN 

WATERPROOF and  RUBBER 

FOB  THE 

ANGLER. 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


No.  1  Gold  Medarquality,  49/6 
for  Hard  Wear. 

No.  .3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
for  Light  Summer  Wear. 

These  Waders  were  highly 
commended  in  the  Field. 


FISHING 
TROUSERS. 


PLD  m0 


No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  HARD 
WEAR,  49s.  6d. 
No.  2  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  MEDIUM 
WORK,  42s. 

No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality, 
being  very  light  are  intended 
for  LIGHT  SUMMER 
WEAR,  37s.  6(1. 

No.  4  quality,  for 
ROUGH  MEDIUM 
WORK,  35s. 

No.     5    quality,  for 
1901  Pattern.  MEDIUM  WORK, 

"QUARTERDECK"  BOOTS  ^ss. 

Pure  Rubber,  lined  leather,  with 


leather  feet  and  soles. 
Price  52s.  6d.  per  pair. 


The  Improved 

"BUCKLAND" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JACKETS, 

34  and  37  ins.  long. 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Medal  (iualitios,  31s.  6d. 
27s.  6d.,  and  24s.  6cl.  per  pair. 
Nos.  4  &  5,  oidinary  qualities,  19s.  6d.  A:  15s.  6d. 


When  ordering  WADERS 
by  post  Customers  should  state 
height,  length  of  fork,  size 
round  waist,  and  give  outline 
of  foot  or  state  size  of  boot. 

When  ordering  ^ROGUES 
it  is  better  to  send  us  one  of 
your  Waders. 

BOOTS  or  "  BUCKLAND  " 
WADERS,  send  an  easy  fit- 
ting boot  or  send  size  o£ 
same. 

We  allow  5  per  cent  dis- 
count (Is.  in  the  £1)  for 
prompt  cash  payment. 


STA.MJlLU.ANDtrtSON: 


SOLID  BUILT  "BUCKLAND  " 
COMBINATION  WADING  BOOTS. 

Ko.  1,  Gold  Medal  i(ualit,v, 
84s.  per  pair. 
Nos.  2  &  4  finalities,  55s.  &'  37s.  6d. 


THE 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 

VEBY  BEST  QUALITY 

for  the 
HARDEST  WEAR. 

Price  30s. 
1,^  per  pair. 

^  Size  13's,  32s.  6d. 


"HAMPSHIRE" 
FISHING 
JACKET. 

25s. 


1901  Pattern 

NON-SLIPPING 
PIKE"  BOOTS. 

Good  sound  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply 
grooved  soles  (arrow 
pattern),  which  pre- 
vent   side  slipping, 

nails  in  heels. 
As  suggested  and  used 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 

Ladies', 
18s.  6d.  per  pair. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 

vAtIrprooBers.  India  Rubber  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers,  37»  QUEEN   VICTORIA  ST 


LONDON,  E.G. 
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THE  FEEDING  OF  PIKE. 


In  order  to  successfullj^  angle  for  any  species  of 
fish,  it  is  necessary  to  study  the  life-history  and 
habits  of  the  fish  itself  iinder  all  conditions. 

It  is  in  order  to  deal  with  the  feeding 
habits  of  Esox  that  this  article  is  ^yritten.  Our 
popular  books  on  natiu-al  history  deal  with  this 
subject  mainly  from  the  standpoint  of  the  marvel- 
lous, and  narrate  to  us  wonderful  tales  on  the 
subject  of  swans,  eagles,  dogs,  asses,  men  bathing 
and  the  like.  Of  the  natural  food  of  the  fish,  his 
manner  of  feediijg,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to 
the  angler,  little  is  said.  One  handbook  contents 
itself  with  stating  that  "  not  only  will  they  devour 
worms,  leeches,  fi-ogs,  trout,'  carp  and  other  fishes, 
but  they  pull  imder  the  young,  and  often  even 
adults,  of  all  kinds  of  water  birds,  and  have  no 
objection  to  an  occasional  water-vole." 

Another  WTiter  in  a  standard  work  on  European 
fishes  says :  "  Much  of  the  food  of  a  pike  may  consist 
of  frogs,  leeches,  weeds,  trout,  carp  and  other  fishes." 

Evidently  these  gentlemen  never  studied  the 
structure  of  a  pilce's  mouth. 

In  brief,  it  may  be  said  that  the  pike  has  two 
complete  sets  of  dental  appliances,  namely,  the 
killing  set  and  the  holding  set.  Situated  along  the 
lower  jaw  are  four  to  six  large  incurved  bayonet- 
shaped  teeth ;  there  are  no  teeth  in  the  superior 
maxillary  or  upper  jawbones  proper.  In  the  pala- 
ture  bones  and  the  vomer  (the  central  bone  in  the 
roof  of  the  mouth)  are  hundreds  of  teeth  sloping 
backwards  towards  the  throat,  and  each  fixed  on 
an  elastic  base,  which  permits  of  its  being  raised 
bristling  or  laid  down  flat  in  a  backward  dh-ection. 

In  clear  water  the  angler,  by  creeping  cautiously 
about,  may  see  the  pike  at  work. 

One  day  in  Clissold  Park,  with  dozens  of  people 
going  past,  the  writer  saw  the  whole  drama  enacted. 
A  shoal  of  half-grown  roach,  about  six  or  seven 
inches  long,  were  feeding  on  the  bottom  in  their 

usual  ridiculous  position— tails  up,  heads  down  

when  a  dark  shadow  came  stealing  along  the  bank 
aund  came  to  rest  about  a  yard  away.  A  minute  or 
two  passed,  then  there  w^as  a  flash,  and  a  jack  of 
41b.  in  weight  sailed  quietly  off 'for  home  with  one 
of  the  roach  across  his  mouth,  like  a  dog  carrying  a 
stick.  An-ived  at  his  shelter,  a  little  hollow  mider 
the  bank,  he  spat  out  the  now  dead  roach,  and 
taking  a  fresh  hold  swallowed  it  head  first. 

It  is  in  order  that  the  fish  may  so  feed  that  his 
teeth  are  arranged  as  has  been  described. 

The  big,  piercing  teeth  transfix  the  struggling  fish, 
and  one  of  them  penetrates  the  brain,  spinal  cord,  or 
heart,  and  the  life  quickly  ebbs  away.  The  pike 
holds  the  fish  probably  till  all  movement  has  ceased, 
and  then  spitting  it  out,  together  with  a  little  cloud 
of  loosened  scales,  takes  hold  of  it  delicately  by 
the  fine  incurved  teeth  at  the  tips  of  the  jaws,  and 
by  means 'of  the  hyoidal  or  tongue  teeth,  pulls  it 
gradually  towards  the  throat.  The  palate  teeth, 
sharp  and  bristling  towards  the  throat,  keep  the 
slippery  fish  from  droppmg  out,  and,  should  it  make 
a  last  struggle  to  escape,  rise  up  and  transfix  it. 
The  firmness  with  which  these  latter  teeth  hold  the 
quarry  may  be  understood  best  if  one  place  a  large 
bait  in  the  throat  of  a  dead  pike  and  then  try  to 
puU  it  out  through  the  mouth. 

In  the  writer's  possession  is  the  head  of  a  191b 
pike,  found  floating  dead  on  Wroxham  Broad! 
choked  by  a  2|lb.  bream,  which  was  impacted  in  its 
throat.  The  person  who  preserved  the  head  pulled 
the  bream  out  through  the  mouth  instead  of  cutting 
off  the  head  and  pulling  the  victim  on  through. 
The  consequence  of  this  proceedmg  is  that  more 
than  half  the  palate  teeth  are  torn  away,  one  palate 
bone  being  bare. 

Havmg  then  found  that  the  pike's  armature  is 
suitable  for  catching  fish,  let  us  see  how  it  will  do 
for  worms,  leeches,  weeds  and  frogs,  besides  water- 
bu-ds  and  oddments.  Thera  is  little  doubt  that 
m  the  young  pike  the  teeth  would  be  most 
efficacious  for  holding  worms,  and  the  bill-like 
snout  might  prove  most  useful  to  shovel  them  up 
Personally,  the  writer  has  caught  plenty  of  small 
jack  with  the  worm,  and,  indeed,  several  good  pike  ; 
although  such  occurrences  are  unusual,  and  may  be 
said  to  happen  mainly  when  the  water  is  thick 
The  worm  does  not  live  much  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  therefore  cannot  be  a  natural  food  to 
any  extent,  as  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  eye  of  the 
pike  has  an  upward-glancing  tendency.  As  to 
frogs,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  pike,  like  the 
trout  or  chub,  has  a  hearty  French  fancy  for  them, 
although  they  are  not  plentiful  enougli  to  form  a 


staple  diet.  The  weed  food  the  writer  absolutely 
denies.  Weed  may  be  found  in  the  mouth, 
entangled  with  the  teeth,  or  even  in  the  stomach, 
where  it  may  \nive  been  carried  by  some  struggling 
fish,  but  pike  are  not  the  sort  of  fish  to  partake  of 
salad  wilfully,  and  even  if  they  got  a  portion  in 
their  mouths  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get 
it  down  unaccompanied. 

Fish,  then,  may  be  decided  to  be  the  staple  food 
of  this  voracious  species,  with  an  occasional  fro^ 
or  young  duckling,  or  the  like,  as  a  bonne  boiochc.  ° 
The  question  'arises  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  pike  are  best  taken. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  after  spawning,  pike, 
like  other  fish,  are  ravenous,  and  can  then  be  easily 
killed.  To  the  sportsman,  however,  such  killing 
is  not  sport,  but  merely  murder,  although  such 
murder  may  be  justifiable  if  it  be  necessary  to  get 
the  prke  cleared  out  of  a  water  for  any  purpose, 
such  as  trout-stocking,  or  some  similar  object. 

At  other  times,  contrary  to  ordinary  ideas,  the 
writer  is  of  opinion  that  pike  are  capricious  feeders, 
gorging  themselves  in  an  hour  or  two,  and  then  not 
feeding  for  days  afterwards.  This  may  be  illus- 
trated by  the  fact  that  on  a  certain  portion  of  a 
club  water  on  the  Kennet  no  sizeable  pil^e  have 
been  taken  since  1895  till  last  month,  when  one 
angler,  who  has  fished  there  for  years,  took  on 
one  -day  two  of  14ilb.  and  IS^lb.,  and  a  week 
later  one  of  191b.,  one  of  121b.,  apd  one  of  101b. 
in  about  four  hours.  Pike  do  not  seem  to 
have  any  regular  feeding  time,  as  have  Thames 
trout,  but  attack  their  prey  whenever  they  get  a 
favourable  opportunity  and  they  happen  to  be 
hungry.  In  the  summer  time  they  have  one  trait 
in  common  with  other  freshwater  fish,  and  that  is 
that  they  do  not  feed  well  during  the  glare  and 
heat  of  the  afternoon.  In  winter,  the  chief  obstacles 
to  the  feeding  of  pike  seem  to  be  thick  water  and  a 
heavy  wind.  Of  course,  the  first  condition  hides 
the  food  from  the  hunter,  and  renders  it  physically 
impossible  for  him  to  make  his  stealthy  approach 
and  sudden  dash.  It  is  not  necessary  to  presuppose 
a  sickening' and  loss  of  appetite,  in  consequence  of 
the  solid  matter  in  suspension  in  the  flood  water, 
although  such  may  exist. 

Cederstrom  records  that  pike  kept  in  captivity 
by  him  only  fed  in  the  daytime,  and  if  covered 
from  the  light  did  not  again  devour  anything  till 
the  light  was  restored.  This  is  interesting  in  the 
light  of  the  view  very  prevalent  amongst  pike 
anglers  that  the  fishing  at  full  moon  is  not  good 
because  the  pike  feed  at  night. 

As  regards  a  gale  of  wind  being  unfavourable 
for  pike  fishing,  this  mainly  applies  to  live- 
baiting  and  spinning  on  lakes.  The  waves 
seem  to  disturb  the  pike,  and  they  keep 
close,  not  wandering  about  much  in  pursuit 
of  prey.  In  addition,  it  is  possible,  when  live- 
baiting,  that  the  jumping  of  the  float  on  the  waves 
may  impart  ;a  movement  to  the  bait  which  is  far 
from  natural,  and,  indeed,  may  cause  the  pilte  to 
miss  its  quarry,  or  even  to  let  go  its  hold  when 
once  seized.  Whatever  the  reason  be,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  prevailing  impression  is  that  though 
a  breeze  is  good,  a  gale  of  wind  is  not  favom-able 
for  piking  on  lakes  after  the  English  methods. 

An  interesting  idea  is  quoted  by  Smitt  as  being 
commonly  held  by  Swedish  fishermen— namely, 
that  at  certain  times,  periodically  recurring,  pike 
abstain  from  food  ;  and  further  that  these  times  are 
fixed  by  the  spawning  period,  and  have  some  relation 
to  the  quarters  of  the  moon.  This  periodical 
abstinence  is  said  to  be  accompanied  by  a  swollen 
condition  of  the  gums  through  which  the  teeth 
hardly  project. 

Smitt  suggests  that  this  condition  may  have 
something  to  do  with  changes  of  the  teeth,  or  may 
be  due  to  digestion  of  food  taken  during  the  period 
of  rapacity. 

These  hints  as  to  the  feeding  of  the  pike  are  full 
of  interest  to  us  anglers,  and  form  ground  upon 
which  sound  and  careful  observations  may  be  based. 
From  personal  experience  the  writer  may  say 
that  although  pike  have  been  taken  in  which  the 
spongy  condition  referred  to  was  noticeable,  still 
they  fed  enough  to  be  hooked  and  landed. 

So  little  is  done  in  netting  or  wiring  pike,  save 
by  ovraers  of  trout  streams,  that  any  complete 
observations  on  this  subject  will  be  difficult  to 
obtain  unless  some  of  these  gentlemen  were  to  give 
orders  that  the  heads  of  a  few  of  these  pike  should 
be  sent  regularly,  during  the  netting  and  wiring 
season,  to  some  well-known  authority  for  examina- 
tion- Charles  S.  Patterson. 


A  DAY  WITH  THE  GEEENWOBM. 

It  was  early  one  summer's  morn,  just  as  the  sun 
was  beginning  to  peep  through  the  clouds,  when  I 
rose  from  my  slumbers  with  the  knowledge  that  I 
had  the  day  before  me  as  a  holiday,  and  decided  on 
spending  it  by  the  river  with  my  trusty  greenheart. 

My  greatest  crony  was  W  ,  so  I  first  set  off 

to  his  house  to  try  and  persuade  him  to  accompany 

me.    Now  W  ,  although  a  lover  of  the  country, 

was  no  angler,  and  deemed  it  extremely  slow  sitting 
by  a  river  idly  contemplating  a  floater  which,  he 
argued,  might  not  stir  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

At  first  he  was  proof  against  all  persuasion,  but 
when  I  pictured  vividly  half  a  dozen  sweet 
trout  frizzling  in  the  pan  for  his  breakfast  on 
the  morrow,  not  to  speak  of  the  benefits  he  would 
derive  from  the  outing,  he  capitulated,  and  together 
we  set  out  for  the  scene  of  the  day's  adventures. 

Nature  was  looking  her  best  as  we  came  in  sight 
of  the  river,  and  our  eyes  wandered  to  its  banks, 
where  blufe  forget-me-nots  and  heliotrope  fox- 
gloves, still  wet  with  the  morning's  dew,  spread 
themselves  in  wild  profusion,  a  pleasing  contrast 
to  the  smoke-begrimed  city  we  had  left  behind  us. . 

The  sky  overhead  was  a  deep  blue,  scarce  a 
cloud  was  to  be  seen  skimming  its  surface,  and, 
with  the  river  below  summer  level  and  clear  as 
gin,  everything  was  suggestive  of  a  blazing  hot  day. 

The  fish  also,  as  if  expecting  the  power  of  the 
sun,  sought  the  pools  beneath  the  welcome  shade 
of  the  trees. 

I  decided  that  the  caterpillar  (in  some  districts 
known  as  the  greenworm)  feeding  on  the  leaves  of 
the  oak  would  be  our  best  lure,  so,  shaking  the"^ 
brandies  of  a  neighbouring  tree,  we  soon  obtained 
a  sufficient  quantity  with  which  to  commence 
operations. 

The  last  two  weeks  in  June  and  the  first  week 
in  July,  taking  into  consideration  the  season's 
vagaries,  generally  find  the  gi-eenworm  fat  and 
luscious,  and  the  angler  desirous  of  being  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  this  branch  of  the  gentle  art 
should  use  a  light  rod  with  a  pliable  top,  and  for 
his  cast  a  No.  9  sneck-bend  hook  mounted  on  two 
yards  of  the  finest  undrawn  or  drawn  gut,  according 
to  the  conditions  of  the  water.  The  barb  should 
be  embedded  in  the  back  of  the  caterpillar,  but  not 
so  deep  as  to  interfere  with  the  insect's  vitality  in 
the  water. 

The  next  move  is  to  locate  one's  fish,  which 
done,  and  not  forgetting  to  keep  well  out  of  your 
quarry's  line  of  vision,  drop  the  bait  gently,  avoid- 
ing any  splash,  close  to  his  tail.  Should  your  aim 
not  be  accurate,  and  the  caterpillar  alight  in  front 
of  your  fish,  the  chances  are  that  he  will  eye  it 
with  the  gravest  suspicion,  maybe  dart  playfully 
around  it,  and  finally  decide  on  leaving  it  severely 
alone. 

From  experience  I  have  discovered  that  it  is 
wiser  to  place  the  lure  behind  the  fish,  for  he 
seldom  hesitates,  but,  turning  with  a  swirl,  seizes 
it  as  if  afraid  that  one  of  his  relations  should 
be  on  the  look-out  for  that  self-same  luxury. 

Creeping  cautiously  towards  the  edge  of  the 
river's  bank,  we  espied  a  trout  of  about  half  a 
pound  close  to  the  side,  and  dropping  our  lure  we 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him  pick  it  up;  and 
soon  afterwards  he  was  reposing  safely  in  the 
landing-net. 

Under  the  shelving  bank,  shaded  by  a  beech - 

tree,  we  located  another  fish,  but  W  ,  in  his 

eagerness  to  obtain  a  better  view,  approached  too 
near,  and  the,  fish  seeing  him  darted  off  into  the 
deep  water. 

Here  was  convincing  proof  that  we  must  keep 

out  of  sight,  after  which  W  agreed  to  steer 

clear  of  the  water's  edge. 

Not  far  away  from  the  place  where  we  caught 
the  half-pound«r  we  saw  a  larger  one  stationary 
under  an  oak-tree,  and  casting  the  bait  behind  him 
lie  seized  it,  and  as  I  struck  him  smai'tly  with  an 
upward  movement  of  the  wrist  I  was  surprised  to 
see  him  struggle  for  a  moment,  and  then  break 
away  without  doing  any  injury  to  the  tackle. 

Better  luck  next  time,  t  remarked,  and  on 
moving  a  few  yards  farther  we  perceived  a  fine 
well-fed  beauty  swimming  up  and  down  beneath 
an  alder-bush. 

Quickly  getting  my  rod  into  control,  I  inserted 
the  top  carefully  through  the  bushes,  and  lowered 
the  greenwonn  into  the  water  just  as  the  fish  was 
swimming  by.  For  one  moment  he  seemed,  to 
hesitate,  but,  having  made  up  his  mind,  he  turned 
and  leisurely  picked  up  the  bait,  and  as  I  sent  the 
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steel  home  I  was  chagrined  to  see  him  make  a 
sharp  and  short  struggle,  and  then  break  loose  in 
the  same  unaccountable  maimer  as  his  predecessor. 

My  friend's  face  was  puckered  with  heavy  frowns, 
which  expressed  little  confidence  in  my  skill  with 
the  rod. 

I  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  ill-luck 
T;hat  pursued  me,  until,  on  examination  of  my  tackle, 
I  discovered  that  the  hook  had  little  or  no  barb  to 
it.  That  was  a  lesson  well  learned,  for  ever  since  I 
have  overhauled  my  gear  more  closely. 

After  remedying  the  evil,  I  struck  and  landed  a 
trout,  which,  on  becoming  closer  acquainted  with, 
I  found  only  just  reached  the  standard  measm-e- 
ment — namely,  eight  inches,  and  was  for  returning 

it,  but  W  disagreed  with  my  proposal,  and  said 

that,  at  the  rate  I  was  going  on,  he  would  not  see  a 
respectable  fry  for  the  morning's  breakfast,  so  I 
allowed  him  to  creel  it. 

A  few  yards  higher  up  the  stream  I  was  delighted 
to  see  a  sturdy,  thick-set  trout,  of  the  rainbow 
species,  which  I  estimated  at  two  pounds  weight, 
lying  in  a  shady  pool  almost  motionless,  except  for 
a  slight  waving  to  and  fro  of  his  rudder. 

W  expressed  a  desire  to  angle  for  this  fish, 

arguing  that  he  couldn't  do  worse  than  I  had 
already  done,  but  I  was  obdurate,  and  said  that, 
being  a  specimen  fish,  it  would  be  safer  for  me  to 
attempt  its  capture. 

At  first  he  was  inclined  to  resent  what  he  was 
pleased  to  term  my  greediness,  but  I  gave  him  my 
word  that  he  should  try  his  skill  with  the  next  one, 
after  which  he  became  quite  amicable,  and  admitted 
that  it  was  better  for  me  to  handle  the  fish  in 
question. 

Jiist  as  I  was  in  the  act  of  dropping  the  bait  a 
breath  of  wind  arose  and  wafted  it,  with  an  unmis- 
takable  flop,  right  in  front  of  the  fish.  This  was 
most  unfortimate,  for  the  trout,  suspecting  trouble, 
darted  away. 

However,  as  soon  as  I  had  drawn  my  line  out  of 
the  water  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him 
return  to  his  old  position. 

Better  leave  him  alone  for  a  few  minutes, 
suggested  W  . 

This  I  agreed  was  excellent  advice,  and  proposed 
that  we  should  have  our  lunch,  and  so  give  our  fish 
time  to  recover  from  the  fright  he  had  received. 

Whilst  we  were  having  a  whifl:  of  tobacco  W — ^ 
asked  me  for  some  information  about  the  rainbow 
trout. 

I  told  him  that  it  was  a  trout  imported  from 
America,  easily  distinguished  from  >S'.  fario  by  a 
broad  pink  band,  visible  on  both  its  sides,  and 
extending  from  the  gills  to  the  tail. 

From  all  accounts  it  appears  to  thrive  well  in 
British  waters,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  a  general 
favourite,  owing  to  its  excellent  fighting  qualities. 

Salino  fario  needs  to  gird  up  his  loins,  for  his 
American  cousin  is  extremely  pugnacious,  and 
delights  in  turning  out  the  old  and  respected 
resident  from  a  stronghold  he  may  have  occupied 
for  two  or  more  seasons  in  succession. 

Great  Scott !  How  he  does  grow  1  The  fish 
awaiting  our  attention  in  the  pool  could  not  be 
more  than  a  three-year-old,  as  I  recollect  the  day 
when  he  arrived  as  a  yearling,  accompanied  by  a 
thousand  relatives,  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  this 
river.  In  the  garden  at  home  I  have  some  S.  fario 
and  one  S.  iridriis,  thirteen  in  all,  alive  in 
concrete-built  tank,  with  a  constant  supply  of  fresh 
water  playing  on  it. 

They  were  turned  in  as  yearlings  five  years  ago 
when  their  number  was  seventeen  (but  two  died 
through  gorging  themselves  to  excess  with  min- 
nows'), and  flourish  on  hard-boiled  eggs  and  raw 
beef. 

They  are  all  heavy  fish,  but  .S'.  iriilcus,  who  rules 

the  roost,  weiglis  close  on  two  pounds.    W  here 

interrupted  me,  and  said  it  was  time  for  me  to  set 
about  trying  for  the  monster  in  the  pool,  so 
picking  up  my  rod,  I  crept  on  my  hands  and  knees 
towards  the  pool,  and,  waiting  my  opportunity,  cast 
the  lure  with  accurate  aim  behind  the  fish. 

In  an  instant  he  had  turned,  and  his  massive 
jaws  closed  on  the  bait  with  a  snap  distinctly 
audible  to  us  on  the  banlv — the  next  moment  the 
steel  had  gone  home,  and  I  pronounced  him  well 
hooked. 

Then   occurred  a  commotion  that  rivalled 
washerwoman   washing    clothes   on    a  Monday 
morning. 

Down  in  the  pool  the  trout  was  madly  churniU; 
the  water,  intent  on  making  a  bold  bid  for  freedom 
and  on  the  bank,  in  dangerous  proximity  to  my 


head,  W  was  indulging  in  a  Highland  fling— 

the  while  frantically  waving  the  landing-net. 

Alas !  the  pace  was  too  fm-ious  to  last,  for, 
seeing  a  submerged  root  in  mid-stream,  and  in 
spite  of  all  my  eflbrts  to  check  him,  our  specimen 
fish  reached  it,  and  twisting  twice  round  wrenched 
hmiself  free,  taking  away  with  him  as  a  souvenir 
my  two-yards  cast  of  drawn  gut. 

Just  as  a  man  feels  striving  for  an  object,  and 
when  almost  within  his  grasp  he  loses  it,  similarly 
did  I  feel  as  I  ganed  at  the  spot  where  S.  iride.us 
and  I  had  parted  company. 

I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  hearing  W  's 

vituperative  tongue  lashing  me  with  the  most 
stinging  sarcasm  that  could  emanate  from  the  soul 
of  a  disappointed  man.  "Why  don't  j'ou  use 
some  decent  gut  ?  How  can  you  expect  to  hold 
decent  fish  on  such  flimsy  stuff  ?  This  is  the  tackle 
you  want,"  said  he,  opening  my  fly-book,  and 
showing  me  gut  as  thick  as  fiddle-strings. 

"  My  dear  fellow,"  said  I,  "to  act  on  your  sug- 
gestions in  a  low,  clear  water  would  be  courting 
failure." 

"  Well,"  retorted  W  ,  "  results  prove  little 

sense  in  your  argmnent." 

Before  long  we  had  utilised  all  the  best  dapping 
places  on  our  side  of  the  river,  and  I  proposed  that 
we  should  cross  to  the  opposite  bank,  where  there 
were  some  likely  pools  for  holding  good  fish. 

W          said  it  was  very  easy  for  me  to  talk 

of  crossing,  seeing  that  I  was  wearing  wading 
stockings,  but  he  would  like  to  know  how  he  was 
going  to  make  the  passage. 

"Nothing  easier,"  I  replied.  "I'll  carry  you 
across." 

At  first  he  was  not  inclined  to  take  the  risk,  but 
when  I  assured  him  that  I  was  as  strong  as  a  horse, 
and  had  previously  carried  the  water-bailiff'  with  a 
gallon  jug  of  ale  across  on  my  shoulders,  he  said  I 
might  try  the  experiment — "  Only  bear  in  mind 
that  if  you  drop  me  I  shall  not  forget  to  bring  you 
down  also." 

Now,  whilst  I  weigh  just  over  eleven  stone, 

W  weighs  close  on  thirteen,  and,  not  having 

carried  a  man  of  his  weight  before,  I  had  certain 
misgivings  as  to  the  result  of  the  undertaking. 
When  all  preparations   for  om-  passage  were 

nearing   completion,   W  objected    to  being 

hoisted  on  my  shoulders — said  he  preferred  a  less 
exalted  position,  and  could  comfortably  cling  on  my 
back — reasoning  that  in  case  of  an  accident  he 
would  not  have  far  to  fall. 

Eventually,  firmly  grasping  the  landing-net  in 
my  right  hand,  the  better  to  steadj*  myself,  I 
set  out  with  my  burden  to  the  opposite  bank. 

All  went  well   for  the  first  few  yards,  mitil, 
suddenly  feeling  my  rider's  legs  slipping  down  my 
back,  I  had  to  stop  and  throw  my  weight  on  to  my 
staff  to  enable  him  to  recover  his  former  position. 
Once  again  I  stepped  out  across  the  stream,  and 

this  time  W          was  determined  not  to  allow  liis 

legs  to  slip  again,  for  he  dug  his  knees  viciously 
into  my  ribs,  and,  clasping  his  arms  tightly  round 
my  neck,  well  nigh  choked  me. 

That  W  is  a  keen  rider  to  hounds,  and  has 

the  reputation  for  a  firm  seat  in  the  saddle,  is  not 
to  be  disputed,  but  I  deemed  it  extremely  thought 
less  of  him  to  exercise  those  valued  accomplishments 
on  my  ill-used  person. 

"  Take  yoiu-  knees  out  of  my  ribs,"  I  gasped. 
"  I  dare  not,"  said  he,  "or  my  feet  would  trail 
in  the  water," 

"/Cheer  up,  old  man,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
across." 

I  had  no  time  to  reply,  for  at  that  moment  I 
stumbled,  and,  unable  to  regain  my  equilibrium, 
pitched  forward  into  two  feet  of  rapid  water. 

The  scene  that  followed  baffles  description. 
As  soon    as  I  could  get  the  water  out  of  my 

eyes  I  perceived  W          on  his  feet,  spluttering 

and  splashing  about,  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  capture 
his  hat,  which  went  sailing  merrily  do\\-n  with  the 
stream. 

The  situation  was  ludicrous  in  the  extreme,  and, 

although  W         thought  otherwise,  I  said  that  the 

position  might  have  been  worse,  and  considered 
that  we  were  lucky  to  get  off'  with  only  a  wetting, 
and  the  loss  of  a  cap. 

Of  course,  further  fishing  was  out  of  the 
question,  so  we  wofuUy  gathered  together  our 
belongings,  and  set  out  for  the  village  iim,  where  a 
gig  was  in  readiness  to  convey  us  home. 

W         was  most  unsociable  as  we  drove  back, 

and  declared  it  was  the  last  time  I  should  ever 
induce  him  to  go  for  a  day's  fishing. 


On  parting,  I  held  out  the  proceedsiof  the  day's 

sport,  which  W          pocketed,  with  very  scanty 

thanks. 

Many  days  elapsed  before  I  could  muster 
sufficient  courage  to  make  a  call  on  my  friend, 
taking  with  me  a  dish  of  trout  as  a  peace-offering. 

On  the  whole,  I  was  received  very  affably,  and, 
although  neither  of  us  had  suffered  any  ill  effects 

from  our  enforced  immersion,  W          gave  me  a 

gentle  hint  that  matters  piscatorial  were  an  un- 
interesting topic  with  him  for  some  time  to  come. 

He  has  since  learned  to  laugh  at  the  incidents 
and  accidents  of  that  memorable  day,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  I  have  extracted  a 
promise  from  him  to  accompany  me  on  another 
fishing  expedition  ;  so  that,  given  better  luck,  there 
is  just  a  possibility  that  he  may  be  inclined  to  join 
the  ranks  of  that  ever-increasing  army  of  anglers 
who  spend  many  pleasant  hours  by  the  river, 
surrounded  by  all  that  is  wondrous  and  beautiful 
in  nature.  Brown  Owl. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays  all  matter  intended  for 
insertion  must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Wednesday 
morning,  April  3. 

ENGLISH  AND  "WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (LecMade,  Cricklade,  etc.)— The  river 
on  some  of  the  stretches  is  in  very  good  order  for  the 
trouting  season  which  opens  on  April  1.  Several  fair 
sized  trout  have  been  located  in  these  districts  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Coin  and  Leach,  also  near  Buscot  and 
Castle  Eaton.  An  attempt  is  again  to  be  made  to  put 
the  Thames  and  Seneva  Canal  in  working  order  by  the 
Gloucestershire  County  Council. — Rambleb. 

Ancholme  District.— The  weather  has  relapsed 
iuto  winter,  so  all  idea  of  trout-fishing  is  at  an  end 
for  the  present.  Flying  hail  and  snowstorms,  accom- 
panied by  sharp  frost  at  night,  are  the  prevailing 
features.  With  the  advent  of  fine  weather  the  pro- 
spects for  trout-fishing  are  very  good  on  the  Rase, 
Bain,  and  Totney  streams,  for  there  is  a  splendid 
flow  of  water.  The  best  flies  for  commencement  are 
Cowdung,  Winter  Brown,  and  a  very  small  Black  Fly 
tied  buzz  or  spider  wise.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.  (East  Gloucestei-shire).— The 
East  Gloucestershire  trout  streams  are  in  capital  order. 
The  season  fully  opens  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Fairford 
and  Bibury  on  April  1,  and  with  fine  weather  good 
sport  is  almost  bound  to  be  had.  Wading  is  allowed 
on  the  hotel  waters  at  Fairford,  and  Sunday  fishing  on 
the  Dudgrove  length  only.  No  wading  or  Sunday 
fishing  is  allowed  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Bibury  on  the 
Upper  Coin. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  has  been 
almost  entirely  stopped  by  the  wintry  weather  we  are 
experiencing.  The  river  is  now  full  of  snow-water, 
there  having  been  a  heavy  fall  in  the  moorland 
districts.  Snow  is  falling  again  to-day  (W^ednesday), 
and  a  cold  east  wind  has  prevailed  almost  continuously 
since  the  season  .opened.  There  is  a  report  that  two 
salmon — one  91b.  and  the  other  151b.— fell  to  a  rod  on 
■  the  higher  waters  last  week  (certainly  there  has  been  no 
such  luck  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river).  The  Fishery 
Board  are  to  consider  other  proposals  to  limit  the 
fishing  season.  One  is  to  stop  salmon  fishing  on 
Aug.  17  instead  of  Sept.  1,  and  another  conservator 
wishes  to  fix  a  fortnight  earlier— Oct.  1— for  the  finish 
of  the  rod-fishing  season. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold.— Anglers  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  these  rivers  are  in  good  order.  The  waters 
on  which  visitors  to  the  Izaak  Walton  Hotel  have  the 
exclusive  right,  have  been  cleared  of  a  nmnber  of  the 
bushes,  making  portions  of  the  rivers  more  flshable. 
The  minnow  is  to  be  strictly  prohibited,  together  with 
the  small  amount  of  fishing  done  last  season.  There 
should  be,  and  no  doubt  is,  a  good  stock  of  fish-.  No 
rods  have  been  oil  the  rivers  since  the  first  week  in 
October. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  has  been  in  fair  con- 
dition during  the  week,  but  the  weather  being  so  cold 
and  stormy,  very  few  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
latter  days  of  last  week.  Captain  Thead  grassed 
six  brace  of  nice  trout,  and  Mr.  C.  Keighley  two  brace 
and  one  brace  of  kinkneys.  The  prospects  for  sport  at 
the  time  of  writing  are  only  poor  owing  to  the  cold 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  rough  and 
wintry,  snow  falling  at  brief  intervals.  In  spite  of 
this  inclemency,  those  few  who  have  braved  the 
elements  have,  in  some  cases,  been  well  rewarded,  a 
case  in  point  being  the  capture  of  a  lovely  brace  of 
springers  by  R.  N.  G.  Baker,  Esq.,  on  his  water  at 
Salmon  Pool,  on  Monday  afternoon,  just  as  the  snow- 
storm ceased.  Trout  fishing  has,  of  course,  suffered 
badlv  from  this  grip  of  winter,  and  until  the  beastly 
snow  broth  has  run  out  of  the  river,  no  sport  can  be 
looked  for. — Red  Palmeh. 
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Fen  District  (South  Lines,   and  Cambs.)— 

ihe  trout  season  on  the  waters  bordering  on  the  Fen 
district  will  not  have  a  very  favourable  time  for 
opening.  Unlil:e  the  leading  trout  waters  of  York-shire 
and  elsewhere,  they  are  patronised  only  bv  what  may 
be  called  fine  weather  fishermen.  Most  anglers  will 
require  better  weather  than  that  experienced  this  week 
before  they  make  a  start. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  dforth  ITotts).— The  weather  is 
too  wintry  for  trout  fishers  to  make  a  start  in  this 
district.  I  do  not  hear  that  anyone  has  yet  made  a 
beginmng.  Tickets  for  licences  are  in  the  hands  of 
authorised  agents.  All  waters  in  the  district  are 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.— L. 

Lake  Vyrn-wy  (Nortli  Wales).  — The  weather 
here,  as  m  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  is 
Arctic  m  its  severity.  Gales  of  wind  from  the  north 
and  north-east  every  day,  and  fierce  snowstorms  at 
intervals.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  Mr.  Malpass  has 
daily  braved  the  elements,  and  brought  in  some  reallv 
good  bags  of  well  conditioned  fish.  Mr.  David  M. 
Pine  has  not  been  so  keen  to  risk  frost-bite,  but  fish- 
ing between  the  hills,  has  killed  his  one  hundred 
trout.  With  a  change  of  weather  the  fishing  will  be 
first-rate,  and  all  here  are  praying  for  a  "  southerlv 
wind  and  a  cloudy  sky." — Lonc+  Deift. 

Lea.— Dace  fishing  in  the  Lea  concludes  to-day 
and  to-morrow  witnesses  the  last  dav  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  on  that  river.  Large  numbers  of  anglers 
have  been  out  after  the  roach,  but  unfortunately 
neither  water  nor  weather  have  favoured,  and  in  the 
way  of  catches  there  is  little  to  be  recorded.  Frosts 
and  biting  north-east  winds  have  been  experienced 
and  m  the  public  reaches  of  the  river  the  roach  have 
been  right  off  the  feed.  The  water  has  had  a  nasty 
gi-eeny  tint  about  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however 
better  conditions  will  prevail  for  the  last  week  end  of 
the  season.  The  best  roach  I  can  hear  of  was  lib  6oz 
and  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Miller  at  St.  Margaret's' 
This  portion  of  the  Lea  was  invaded  by  anglers  on 
March  24,  on  the  occasion  of  the  competition  in  aid  of 
.  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  525  rods  being  out. 
fi^Terythmg  went  off  swimmingly,  but  the  fish  were 
feeding  m  their  worst  form.  The  cold  winds  are 
keepmg  the  trout  very  quiet.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leoininster).— Both  streams 
are  running  a  fair  level  and  are  clear,  but  there  is  still 
a  fair  quantity  of  snow-water  in  them.  The  weather 
has  been  very  unsettled,  being  very  cold,  with  north- 
east winds  and  occasional  falls  of  snow,  and  then  a 
few  hours'  sunshine-;  angling  has  been  quiet  as 
anglers  would  not  venture  out  in  such  uncertain 
weather.  The  fish  have  not  been  inclined  to  move 
and  natural  flies  have  been  absent  from  the  river  A 
few  warm  days  would  work  wonders  in  the  fishing  and 
sport  would  be  brisk.  The  Pensley  is  clear  and  in 
order ;  but  little  done  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland)  - 
J^ishmg  seems  out  of  the  question  with  the  weather 
we  are  having— Monday,  snow  all  day,  night  frost 
producing  ice  an  inch  thick;  Tuesday,  and  con- 
tinuously up  to  time  of  writing,  showers  of  snow  or 
hail  at  short  intervals.  This  (Wednesday)  evening 
glass  is  low,  inclined  to  sink,  wind  north  and  east 
bitterly  cold.  No  apparent  indication  of  improvement. 
— K.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— At  the  time  of  re- 
porting, March  27,  the  river  is  in  excellent  order  for 
fly-fashmg,  but  with  snow  threatening  all  around  it 
may  soon  be  swollen  with  snow-broth.  Althoucrh  the 
days  have  been  cold  and  generally  uninviting?  trout 
have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  and  sport,  more  or  less 
has  been  had  every  day  for  the  last  week.  The  rise  is 
usually  about  1.30  p.m.  when  small  Blue  Duns  have 
appeared  thickly  on  the  water.  Few  Marcli  Browns 
have  as  yet  been  seen.  The  best  flies  for  the  next 
week  or  so  will  be  the  Blue  Upright  with  as  well  as 
without  wmg,  February  Red,  Half  Stone,  and  Hare's 
Flax  with  gold  ribbing.— Hehon. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  is  much  too  cold  for 
fishing,  and  with  the  enormous  quantities  of  snow- 
water from  the  moors,  where  there  has  been  a  blizzard 
lishmg  has  been  put  a  stop  to.  Trout  fishing  is  out 
of  the  question.  The  rivers  will  take  some  time  to 
clear  and  the  moor  men,  who  are  generally  prettv 
weatherwi.se,  say  that  there  is  a  lot  more  snow  to 
come.  Some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the 
sheltered  valleys,  where  there  has  been  no  snow-water 

—  WlLLIAJL  HeARDEB. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  matters 
were  much  more  favom-able  for  angling  than  durino- 
the  earlier  part  of  it,  but  very  little  could  be  done,  as" 
although  the  water  was  in  much  better  condition  and 
the  cold  wind  from  the  north-east  was  not  so  strong 
or  so  cold  and  searching,  it  was  still  in  evidence,  and 
no  flies  could  be  observed  on  the  rivers,  or  fish  risin^^ 
Another  change  for  the  worse  took  place  on  Mondav 
when  frequent  and  long-continued  snowstorms  a-^ain 
prevailed,  the  nights  being  now  very  frosty,  and"  all 
the  hills  and  uplands  are  again  covered  with  snow 
!  he  weather  is  of  precisely  the  same  kind  at  the  time 
ot  writing,  as  snowstorms  are  of  frequent  occurrence 


and  there  is  no  appearance  of  a  change  for  the  better 
as  the  barometer  is  still  falling  graduallv.— VvrvNwv 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— Winter  is  again 
upon  us  with  its  frosts  and  snowstorms.  Anglino-  has 
been  out  of  the  question,  and  overhauling  tackle"  rod 
repairing,  and  varnishing  bv  the  fireside  has  been  the 
more  pleasant  occupation.  During  the  week,  from 
enquiries  made,  I  have  received  information  respectino- 
future  prospects  among  the  trout.  Mv  Brighton 
friend  says  prospects  of  troutiug  are  bad.  '  The  tribu- 
taries of  the  Adur  at  Hassocks  and  at  Albourne  are 
promising,  and  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  at 
Busted  and  Uckfield  a  few  trout  should  be  taken, 
ihe  upper  streams  in  the  Fletching  district  hold  some 
good  fish,  but  the  wooded  nature  of  the  banks  neces- 
sitate a  moderately  stift'  rod,  strong  gut  line,  and  for 
preference  Stewart's  worm  tackle.  A  maiden  lob  or 
well  scoured  brandlings  are  the  most  killing.  In  some 
of  the  open  spots  a  minnow  may  be  used  to  advantage. 
iHe  greatest  nuisance  are  the  perch  and  chub  which  I 
have  always  made  it  a  rule  to  destroy  as  they  are  far 
too  numerous.  We  cannot  hope  for  sport  until  we  get 
a  spell  of  warmer  weather.— George  F.  Salter 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— As  regards  the  condition  of  the 
water  nothing  can  be  said  but  clear,  and  the  north-east 
winds  are  colder  every  day— impossible  to  stand  out 
m  them.  Salmon  fishing  with  the  rod  and  line  opens 
on  Monday,  April  1.  A  portion  of  the  Taw  between 
the  As.sociation  and  Mr.  Boll's  water  has  been  taken 
by  the  landlord  of  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Barnstaple 
who  will  provide  fishing  for  people  staying  in  the 
house.  I  should  say,  although  not  many  miles  of  it  it 
is  as  good  as  can  be  got  on  the  Taw,  having  been  pre- 
served for  years — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
cleared  and  is  getting  into  good  order  for  fishing; 
but  the  weather  has  been  so  very  bad  that  angling 
has  been  almost  out  of  the  question.  The  snow  of 
last  week  soon  disappeared,  but  the  weather  turned 
very  cold  on  Monday,  and  snow  fell  several  times 
during  the  day.  On  Tuesdav  morning  there  was 
a  severe  frost,  followed  by  slight  falls  of  snow 
and  a  cold  north-east  wind,  and  there  has  not  been 
any  anglers  out  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  During 
part  of  the  day  the  sun  has  shone  out  and  melted  the 
snow  so  that  very  little  of  it  gets  into  the  river,  and  that 
which  fell  last  week  has  nearly  run  off.  With  a  few 
fine  days  and  a  little  warmer  weather  there  should  be 
some  good  sport  amongst  the  trout,  as  up  to  the 
present  there  lias  been  but  little  done  and  angling 
quiet.  When  the  weather  settles  warm  there  will 
be  good  lots  of  trout  landed  on  this  part.  The  frost 
has  kept  the  flies  back  and  the  fish  have  not  been 
rising.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  the  Red  Palmer 
March  Brown,  Cowdung,  Blue  Dun,  Olive  Dun' 
February  Red  and  Rod  Tag.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried,  but  the  snow-water  is  against  good  sport.  The 
Ony,  Carne,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clearing  and 
getting  free  from  snow.— S.  Ludlow. 

-  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  has  im- 
proved to  last  week,  but  all  the  snow  has  not  gone  out 
of  it,  as  there  have  been  some  sharp  falls  this  week, 
which  has  been  against  angling.  The  weather  has 
been  unsettled,  and  snowstorms  followed  by  bright 
sunshine  has  been  the  rule,  and  the  nights  and  days 
very  cold.  There  has  been  little  or  no  fishing  done  in 
this  part  this  week  ;  what  is  wanted  is  a  few  warm 
days,  and  then  the  trout  will  begin  and  use  well  and 
sport  will  bo  good,  and  some  fine  trout  should  be 
landed  in  this  part  with  the  March  Brown,  February 
Red,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer,  and  Olive  Dun.  The 
Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  clear. — Worcester. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Fishing  is  open  here  during 
close  time  for  carp  and  eels,  but  jacking  will  not  start 
until  June  1.— A.  Newham. 

Witham.  etc. (Mid- and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
My  correspondent  from  the  Wold  district  has  not  sent 
any  information  regarding,  trout  fishing  in  the  Raze 
and  other  trout  streams  above  Horncastle.  Finer 
weather  presumably  is  required  before  sport  com- 
mences in  this  district.  Anglers  on  the  Upper  Witham 
towards  (rranthain  have  a  similarly  bad  outlook. 
Licences  may  be  had  fi-om  the  usual  agents.- Lrci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire).— We  shall  doubtless  hear  a  lot  about 
"  Winter  lingering  in  the  lap  of  Spring  "  just  now,  and 
there  can  be  no  (luestion  that  at  present  it  occupies  a 
considerable  pjition,  if  not  all,  of  the  lap.  The 
week  opened  with  fearfully  cold  north-east  and  north- 
westerly winds,  intense  frost  and  heavy  snowstorms  — 
in  fact,  veritable  blizzards.  On  Monday  night  the 
thermometer  close  to  the  source  of  the  Yore 
registered  twenty  degrees  of  frost,  lower  down  the 
valley  fourteen,  fifteen  and  seventeen  degrees  were 


lecorded.  No  wonder,  therefore,  on  Tuesday  morning 
I  found  s^ne  of  the  pools  coated  with  ice  ;  the  autumn 
grayling  fishing  suffered  for  want  of  frost,  and  so  far  Ihe 
spring  {.')  trout  fishing  (a  pure  misnomer)  owing  to  the 
Arctic  character  of  the  weather.  At  present  there 
are  no  prospects  of  any  improvement:  a  few 
pike  have  been  got  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  • 

^hZt^wT  T°^'"".^  "^'^  Swale.    As  to  the 

Whaife,  W.  G.  P  writes  me  :  "  Nothing  worth  noting 

moi^in.  W.*^''f^^  ^''''"^  Yesterday  and  thif 
moining  Wharf edale  was  a  whited  sepulchre  of  frozen 

weathei  to  go  a-swimmmg  the  worm  for  grayling  at 
Chiistmas.  But  as  grayling  and  Christmas  are  both 
out  1  stayed  m.  I  don't  think  more  than  one  or  two 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  Wharfe  this  week  ;  nor  am 
I  o  opm.on  that  fly-fishing  will  be  '  worth  shucks ' 

Phi  i^/°^'T^''  ''''  ^'^^'^  °f  north.  Burnsall 
Club  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  lengths  of  Wharfe 

blight  and  sunny,  and  most  of  the  snow  has 
vanished ;  but  there  is  still  an  uglv  bite  in  the 
wind.  I  wish  the  weather  clerk  would  draw  its 
fangs  with  as  little  delay  as  is  absolutely  necessary  " 
From  another  correspondent  I  hear  that  at  the  latter 

n  vln    f     """"^  "'^I'^y  ^^""Sth  of  the  same 

iivei  the  few  anglers  that  tried  the  fly  found  the  Snipe 
wi  ^.^'■Pl'''  Early  Brown,  Tinselled  Partridge,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa  to  kill  fish,  but  baskets  have  not 
exceeded  two  or  three  brace  of  trout.  Lower 
down,  at  Pool.  Collingham,  .and  Wetherby  very  few 
rods  have  been  out  below  this  district.  At  Tad- 
caster  and  Ulleskelf,  a  few  anglers  have  been 
trying  for  pike,  but  sport  has  been  bad,  and 
this  IS  the  sum  total  of  the  reports  from  the  Nidd 
Derwent,  Aire,  etc  A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in 
the  J?  OSS,  near  lork,  the  largest  a  fish  of  111b.  fallin'r 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W.  Dodds,  I  member  of  the  "  Spor^'-  ■ 
man  s  Angling  Society,"  York  ;  as  long  as  the  present 
unprecedentedly  severe  weather  (for  the  end  of 
March)  continues,  and  if  indications  and  anpear- 
ances  are  any  criterion,  it  won't  chang3  yet  a 
bit.    Last,  there  IS  no  prospect  for  trout  ashing  in 

H.o'w'"''  •  ^'^^'^'■^1  correspondents  ask  for 

the  best  guide-book  for  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  I  think 
the  \orkshire  Anglers'  Guide,"  by  Tom  Bradley 
t;  ^'n°\  ^^^""^^Sieia'  Diary"  (Messrs.  Sampson 
Low  &  Co.)  Is.  8d.,  will  answer  the  requirements  of  anv 
piscators  who  intend  to  visit  the  county  of  broad  acres  in 
search  of  trout  fishing  at  Easter,  and  the  follo^vi  ng  flies 
It  the  weather  and  water  should  be  at  all  favourable' 
n  V  w    i"^  ^'•y      ^'Panish  Needle 

BWl-^°?fr?n^  and  Orange,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Spring 
B  ack.  Little  Early  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa.  and  Snip! 
Bloa  and  another  one  I  can  thoroughly  recommend  is 
the  Blue  Hawk,'  which  has  two  dressings,  one  with 
orange  and  the  other  apple-green  body.  Note  this 
must  be  dressed  from  the  Merlin  Hawk.-JoHN  E 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station' 
street,  Leeds. 


Selected  Hurse  Hair.  "-Sample,  25  length.?  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  23.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
tlies,  2s.  lid.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100  Hair 
casts  selected,  Is.  eacli  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tons 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  T)ont  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
oasts,  3  yards  with  3  Hies,  Is.  id.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  fid  each  Flv 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Millrr,  Nnrtheni  Ario-lers 
Kepot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.-These  rivers  are  run- 
ning ow  at  present.  The  wind  is  in  the  east  and  blows 
both  •  snell  and  keen,"  snow  has  fallen  during  the  last 
ten  days  anrt  tliore  is  ice  on  the  Esk  at  Langholm  Bridge. 
Mardly  any  fish  are  running  from  the  Solwav  and  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  very  little  fisliiug  till  after  Easter. 
On  the  Sol  way  the  last  week  was  a  very  quiet  one  at 
the  different  stations.  The  bitter  northerly  winds 
like  to  blow  a  body  clin,"  kept  the  spring  fish  from 
running  up  the  Firth.  The  stake  and  poke  nets  had 
only  a  few  salmon  all  tlie  week.  Sea  trout  have  not 
yet  commenced  to  run.  The  drift  net  fishermen  who 
tlireaten  to  fish  without  licences,  have  not  so  far  com- 
menced operations  on  tJie  English  side  of  the  Firth 
It  IS  said  that  Sir  Robert  is  considering  their  grievances. 
Mr  W.  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hote^,  Langholm, 
tells  mo  the  frost  is  very  hard  there  at  present,  and  he 
fears  that  Easter  fisliing  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  is 
doomed.  -G i ln( )c k 1 1 . 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).-Siuce 
the  oponiug  of  the  season,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie  Inver- 
charron  had  the  following  sport  on  Mr.  Littleiohn's 
rod  :-0n  27th  ult.,  one  salmon,  lOJlb. ;  on  2nd  iiist 
one,  lOJlb.  ;  on  9th,  three,  71b.,  7Jlb.  and  81b.  •  on 
12th,  two,  61b.  and  7|lb.  ;  on  IGth,  two,  lUlb.  and  91b  ■ 
on  ISth  a  7-pounder;  on  19th,  one,  8i\b.  ■  on  20th 
one  KJilb.  ;  and  ou  22nd,  two  of  abGat  71b.  each' 
2;3rd  was  blank.  River  in  good  order,  but  verv  few 
rods  out. — B. 

Deveron  (BanfiFshire).— Last  week  the  river 
Deveron  was  in  good  fishing  condition,  the  snow  water 
having  nearly  all  disappeared,  and  fair  sport  was 
enjoyed.  On  the  Dimlugas  Water  Mr.  Russell  had 
three  nice  salmon,  weighing  .51b.,  91b.,  and  UUh. 
respectively.  On  the  Ardiniddle  water  two  fish  of  71b! 
and  81b.  were  killed,  and  on  the  Nunresk  Water  a 
couple  of  fish  were  also  caught,  weighing  .Sib.  each 
Some  nice  trout  were  also  got  in  the  open  watei' 
at  the  entrance  to  the  river,  weighing, fib.  to  lilb. 
On  Sunday  the  fine  weather  that  was  setting  in  suddenlv 
changed,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  present  week 
one  of  the  severest   snow   storms  experienced  this 
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winter  prevailed.  The  wind  was  blowing  strongly 
from  the  north,  and  the  frost  being  keen,  it  was 
bitterly  cold,  blighting  angling  prospects.  The  heavy 
sea  running  on  the  coast  is  keeping  away  fish  from 
entering  the  river,  and  this  week  the  net  fishermen, 
who  were  meeting  with  better  success  of  late,  had 
only  a  few  trout.  On  the  coast  none  of  the  leaders 
have  been  got  in  at  any  of  the  stations,  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather.  The  salmon  caught  in  the 
end  of  last  week  were  of  large  size,  and  averaged  12  lb. 
— H.  W. 

luveran  (Sutherland,  IT.B.)- Since  last  reported 
the  angling  tenant  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  has  had  the  following  sport  on  the  Shin :  On 
March  14,  one  salmon  weighing  181b.  ;  on  the  15th, 
three  salmon  of  91b.,  121b.  and  81b. ;  on  the  18th,  two 
of  91b.  and  241b.  ;  on  the  19th,  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  ; 
on  the  20th,  one  of  201b. ;  on  the  21st,  two  of  21Jlb 
and  91b.;  on  the  22nd,  one  of  91b. ;  the  23rd  was  a 
blank.  During  most  of  the  week  the  weather  was 
very  fine,  but  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  storm 
broke  out  afresh. — B. 

Locbness  (Poyers). — Fishing  on  March  18,  Mr. 
Walker,  Perth,  got  a  fine  salmon  251b. — S.  Tilston. 

tocli  Tay  (Killin),  N.B.— March  20,  Mr.  C.  M. 
Rose  landed  a  fine  salmon,  281b. ;  March  21,  Mr.  C.  M. 
Rose,  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  two,  201b.,  221b. ; 
March  22,  Mr.  H.  J.  Knight,  one,  211b. ;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Maisey,  one,  191b.  ;  March  23,  Mrs.  Maisey  (fishing 
for  Mr.  C.  M.  Rose),  one,  211b.  ;  March  25,  Colonel 
J.  C.  Dalton,  one,  131b. — H.  J.  Maisey. 

Na,ver  (Bettyhill  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  On 
16th  inst.  Mr.  Alison  Johnson,  Skelpeck  Lodge,  landed 
two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  6.  On  18th  Mr.  H.  E.  Christy, 
Syre  Lodge,  got  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  6,  and  Mr. 
Alison  Johnson  one  on  No.  1.  On  19th  Mr.  Campbell, 
Dalvina  Lodge;  grassed  a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  3.  On 
20th  Mr.  H.  E.  Christy  had  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1. 
Mr.  Alison  Johnson  one  on  No, '3,  and  Colonel  Frier, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5.  Weather  very  cold  and 
wintry.-  B, 

North-East  of  Scotland. — That  something  was 
"  brewing"  in  the  air  was  evident  from  the  slump  in 
sport  which  has  been  experienced  all  round,  and  the 
advent  of  a  fresh  snow  storm  on  Sunday,  accompanied 
by  meteorological  displays  at  night  of  a  most  brilliant 
description,  has  been  in  a  measure  some  solution  of 
the  mystery.  The  Dee  has  been  too  clear  and  small 
for  successful  angling,  while  the  temperature  has 
been  exceedingly  low  with  over-night  frosts.  On  the 
Braemar  Water,  Colonel  Blaoket  had  two  fine  fish  last 
week,  and  several  have  been  got  on  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  Reaches,  varying  from  81b.  to  101b.  On  the 
Glentana  Waters  Mr.  Montgomerie  creeled  three  of 
61b.,  7Jlb.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  Ward  on  the  Castle  Waters, 
one  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  Berwick,  on  the  same  water,  ari 
identical  fish  of  171b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  section, 
Mr.  Coldhurst  had  one  of  81b.  On  the  Glentana 
section  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Montgomerie  creeled  two  of 
91b.  each.  Mr.  Coates  and  party  are  now  at  Glentana 
for  the  season.  On  the  Dess  Water,  Mr.  Ripley  Ker 
and  Captain  Staunton  creeled  four  of  61b.,  61b.,  71b.,  and 
7^1b.  during  the  past  week.  On  the  Lodge  Water  John 
Nicoll  had  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  Claud  Paddington  one 
of  101b.  on  the  Borrowstone  section.  On  the  Ballogie 
Watei',  Mr.  S.  V.  Hare  had  one  of  71b.,  but  altogether 
sport  has  been  very  poor,  although  fish  are  bv  n-O 
means  scarce  in  these  parts.  When  the  storm'  has 
passed  a  good  time  of  it  may  confidently  be  antici- 


pated. Dr.  Stewart,  Deeside  Hydro,  has  secured  the 
Cults  Waters,  which  are  good  for  finnock  and  an 
occasional  sea  trout.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Maokay  and  others  had  some  good  sport  on  the 
Inchgarth,  Ardoe,  and  lower  Banchory  reaches, 
with  finnock  and  sea-trout  up  to  IJlb.  There  has 
been  a  good  show  of  finnock  on  the  tidals,  and 
baskets  of  from  nine  to  a  dozen  have  been  quite  com- 
mon chiefly  to  the  March  Brown  and  Lord  Saltouu. 
The  Don,  Ugie,  Etc.— On  the  Don  the  first  fish  of 
the  season  was  creeled  on  Monday  at  Inverurie — a 
nice  fish  of  101b.  Several  have  been  got  in  the  reaches 
below  at  Kinaldie,  Fintry,  and  Grandholm,  and  they 
have  been  seen  in  the  pools  as  far  up  as  Afford,  but 
sport  has  been  very  poor  all  the  season  through.  The 
March  Brown  was  out  last  week  in  fair  show,  and  the 
trout  feeding  hard  on  them  at  times,  but  the  present 
cold  snap  has  sent  things  as  far  back  as  ever.  On  the 
Ugie  Mr.  Pyper  and  Mr.  Ingram  had  a  good  time  of  it 
up  till  a  week  or  so  ago,  but  chiefly  to  the  worm. 
From  the  appearance  of  fish  in  the  tidal  some  grand 
sport  will  be  had  when  the  change  comes.  On  the 
Pitfour  private  water  Colonel  Ferguson  creeled  first 
blood  in  a  beauty  of  5 Jib.,  while  his  brother  had 
another  of  the  same  weight.  On  the  Conon  last  week 
Lady  Grey  landed  two  of  9Jlb.  and  8Jlb.,  Sir  E.  Grey 
three  of  8Jlb.,  91b.,  and  9ilb.,  and  Mr.  V.  Watney  four 
of  8|lb.,  9|lb.,  121b.,  and  7Jlb.,  all  to  the  fly.— G.  M. 

Oykell,  Oykell  Bridge  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Anglers  from  Bulnagown  Arms  Hotel  have  had  as 
follows  : — On  Monday  last  Hon.  Colonel  Coke,  London, 
landed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  lOJlb.  on  Narrows. 
On  Wednesday  another  angler  fished  Binig,  and  caught 
a  9-pounder  on  Black  Pool.  On  March  22  Lord 
Lewisham,  London,  got  a  fine  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on 
Langwell  Pool.  River  in  fair  order  as  to  volume  of 
water,  but  a  good  deal  of  "  snaw  bree"  still  coming 
down. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — We  are  having  a  spell  of 
very  severe  wintry  weather  this  week.  Hard  frost  has 
prevailed  since  Sunday  night,  and  there  was  a  fall  of 
snow  over  the  district  on  Tuesday.  In  the  Lower 
Annandale  part  of  the  country  18  degrees  of  frost 
were  registered  on  Wednesday  morning.  Angling 
has  been  at  a  complete  standstill  this  week  in  all 
the  rivers.  The  higher  hills  of  Dumfriesshire  and 
Galloway,  as  also  the  Cumberland  range,  are 
white  with  snow,  and  there  is  no  appearance 
of  a  change  to  milder  weather.  Some  of  the  slow 
running  pools  were  covered  with  ice  on  Wednesday 
morning.  In  Annandale  there  has  not  been  such 
severe  frost  at  the  end  of  March  for  many  years. 
Except  rain  comes  soon  the  prospects  for  trout  fishing 
at  Easter  will  be  very  poor  indeed.  In  the  Annan 
pike  are  causing  mischief  among  the  trout.  Mr.  Lee's 
keeper  took  one  out  of  the  Blackpool  of  Northfield  on 
Monday,  which  weighed  81b.  It  was  caught  with  live 
bait.  No  anglers  have  been  out  trout  fishing  this 
week.  In  the  Violet  bank  portion  of  the  Annan  on 
Friday,  Mr.  McEwan,  a  visitor,  killed  four  yellow 
trout  of  fib.  each  with  fly,  and  lost  four  or  five  others 
in  the  landing.  The  kelt  salmon  still  remain  in  the 
higher  reaches,  and  it  will  take  a  big  flood  to  cause 
them  to  descend  to  the  Solway.  There  is  nothing 
doing  in  the  Nith,  as  also  in  the  Galloway  and 
Ayrshire  parts  of  the  district.  The  severe  frost 
and  bright  sunshine  has  caused  anglers  on  most 
of  the  waters  to  abandon  fishing.  The  rivers  are 
very  low  and  clear.  In  the  Solway  the  stake-nets 
are  not  doing  much  this  week,  though  odd  spring 
salmon  of  light  weights  have  been  caught  in  the 
Annan  district  of  the  Firth. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Good  sport  is  being  got  in 
the  middle  reaches.  On  the  Laggan  Water,  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  Sharp,  fisherman,  killed  a  salmon 
of  91b.,  and  on  the  Carron  House  Water,  on  Thursday, 
Mr.  J.  Grant,  fisherman,  had  two  salmon  of  12Jlb. 
and  6Jlb.,  and  on  this  day  week  one  of  141b.  by  Mr. 
Duncan,  fisherman.  Wester  Elchies.  From  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisher- 
man, had  one  of  9Jlb.,  while  Mr.  Duncan  had  one  of 
81b.  on  Friday,  and  on  this  day  week  one  of  8Jlb.  A 
salmon  was  also  taken  from  the  Delfur  House  Water 
on  this  day  week  by  Major-General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D. 
Home. — j".  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
There  has  been  a  falling  ofi  in  results  of  the  salmon 
angling  on  the  Tweed  since  last  report.  The  weather 
has  been  comparatively  dry  for  the  season.  The  waters 
have  become  low  and  clear,  and  salmon  do  not  respond 
so  readily  as  before  to  the  angler's  lure.    In  the  middle 


HOLLOWAV  S  UIXT5IENT  AND  PILLS.  Reliable  remedies. 
Ill  Wdiiiids,  bruises,  sprains,  glanduKai'  swellings,  enlarged  veins, 
iienralyii.-  pains  and  rheumatism,  the  application  of  this  soothiiii;' 
Ointment  tu  the  affected  parts  not  only  gives  the  greatest  ease, 
but  likinise  cures  the  complaint.  The  Pills  greatly  assist  in 
banishing  the  tendency  to  rheumatism  and  similar  painful 
disdiders,  whilst  the  Ointment  cures  the  local  ailment.  The 
Pills  remove  the  constitutional  disturbance  and  regulate  every 
impaired  function  of  every  nryaii  throughout  the  human  body. 
The  cure  is  neither  temporary  nor  superficial,  but  permanent 
and  complete,  and  the  disease  rarely  ree.irs,  so  perfect  has  been 
the  purilieation  performed  by  these  searching  yet  harmless 
preparations.  The  most  delicate  m.iy  take  Holloway's  Pills 
with  perfect  CDUtidence. 


districts  the  best  returns  are  reported  on  the  Ednam 
House  Water.  Mr.  Tait  on  March  20  had  one  nice 
salmon  of  101b.  ;  on  March  21,  one  sea  trout  of 
61b.  on  the  Birgham  water.  On  the  same  date 
Lord   Dunglass  had   two,  and  on   March   22  one 

'^^^^  ^'^^^  the  Hendersyde, 

Mr.  T.  Pringle  has  had  good  sport,  landing  nine  in 
three  days.  On  the  Pavilion  Watei-  Miss  Veitch 
laiid(!d  a  beautiful  salmon  of  131b.  On  the  Teviot  Mr 
A.  Elliot  had  grand  sport  on  March  22,  landin"  four 
beautifully  clean  salmon— namely,  101b.,  91b.,''7+lb 
and  6Jlb.,  a  record  for  one  day's  fishing  oii  the  Teviot' 
also  returning  three  kelts.  From  the  same  river  on 
March  20  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  had  one  of  91b.,  and  on 
March  26  one  of  101b,  Owing  to  the  intense  cold, 
trout  fishing  has  been  blank,  and  as  long  as  this  frosty 
weather  lasts  very  little  trout  fishing  will  be  indulced 
in. — Maxwhebl.  " 

IRISH  REPORTS, 
Belfast  and  District.— The  cold  weather  of  the 
past  three  weeks  culminated  on  Tuesday  in  a  snow- 
storm, and,  of  course,  trouting  is  out  of  question  this 
week,  the  streams  being  full  of  snow-water,  and  little 

else,  as  they  were  low  owing  to  the  drv  weather.  

J.  A.  B. 

Boyle.  —  Weather  still  very  bad  for  fishing  as  I 
write.  We  have  several  inches  of  snow.  Sunday  was 
the  only  mild  day  we  had  since  last  report.  H.  Arm- 
strong, fishing  Lough  Key  on  March  24,  killed  seven 
pike,  which  weighed  501b.  Same  day,  Mr.  Gunning 
fishing  Lough  Arrow,  killed  three  trout,  largest  41b' 
Mr.  McCormac,  fishing  on  Arrow  for  one  hour  in  the 
evening  on  March  24,  killed  two  trout,  31b.  and  IJlb 
and  one  pike,  61b.  Mr.  W.  Ross,  Bullindoon,  fished 
Lough  Arrow  three  consecutive  evenings  last  week, 
killing  six  good  trout  on  Tuesday,  six  on  Wednesday', 
and  five  on  Thursday ;  his  largest  trout  was  4:Vlb.,  and' 
the  five  on  Thursday  made  151b.  We  hope  the"  present 
snow  will  take  away  all  the  cold,  and  will  revive  our 
good  fishing  again  previous  to  any  talk  of  the  Mav 
Fly.— G.  Taylob.  ^ 

Boyne. — On  Slane  Castle  waters.  Captain  Coppinger 
and  party  have  killed  a  score  of  fish  this  month 
averaging  151b.  ;  and  on  Boyne  Mill  water  Mr.  Sclater 
has  had  similar  success,  his  fish  averaging  201b. 
Fishing  the  Lower  Black  Castle  waters  for  a  week. 
Mr.  Trevor  Roberts  had  half  a  dozen  fish.  On  the 
famous  Upper  Black  Castle  water  Mrs.  and  Mr.  F.  L. 
Ley  and  fishermen  caught  thirty  fish,  averaging  181b., 
from  the  9th  to  the  19th  inst.,  heaviest  fi'sh  °261b  — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— A  severe  frost  has 
prevailed  during  the  past  week  at  nights,  and  in  the 
day  time  heavy  showers  of  hail  and  snow,  with  intensely 
cold  north-east  winds,  and  in  consequence  little  fishing 
was  done.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed  a  fresh  run  salmon 
of  101b.  on  March  22.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
in  good  fishing  ply  and  a  good  stock  of  salmon  in  the 
pools. — M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  river  is  lowering,  and 
snow-water  from  the  hills  has  reached  it.  The 
brothers  Sydon  had  several  fish  since  last  notes,  Mr. 
J.  Sydon  killing  one  last  week  of  34Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — The  Erne  is  now  in  good  trouting  order, 
and  with  a  settlement  of  weather,  good  trout  fishini' 
will  be  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons.  ° 

Kerry  Rivers.— A  few  salmon  have  been  had  on 
the  Laune,  Caragh,  and  Maine :  but  no  good  sport  is 
expected  before  April. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Sport  has  been  generally  backward 
since  last  report,  though  fair  takes  of  salmon  were 
had  on  a  couple  of  days.  The  prospects  for  the  next 
few  days  are  much  improved,  as  spring  salmon  are 
arriving  in  better  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  anglers  out,  when  an  oppor 
tunity  offered,  again  met  with  good  sport.  Mr, 
Thomas  Adkins  landed  two  fresh-run  salmon  of  101b. 
and  141b.  on  March  20  and  22.  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland 
landed  two  fine  spring  salmon,  on  same  date,  of  91b. 
and  121b.,  and  a  beautiful  trout  [Salmo  fi'ro.r)  of  71b. 
Mr.  James  McCorry  landed  one  fine  salmon  of  141b. 
on  March  21,  and  several  trout  up  to  21b.  weight. 
Mr.  W.  C.  took  a  fresh-run  salmon  of  9Jlb.  on 
March  23,  and  Captain  F.  W.  Jones  took  some  nice 
trout.  A  snowstorm  has  been  raging  here  since 
March  23,  and  as  soon  as  it  clears  away  some  grand 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  will  be  had  on  Lough  Mehin. 
The  anglers  at  present  fishing  on  the  Lake  are  staying 
at  the  well-known  anglers'  resort  —  Scott's  Hotel, 
Garrison. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Despite  the  cold  and  stormy 
weather  the  puUen  fishers  had  good  success  since  last 
report. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  out  of  order  for  past  few  days  owing 
to  heavy  snow  showers.  Mr.  J.  H.  drew  first  blood  on 
March  20,  killing  a  beauty  of  171b. :  Jlr.  C.  Lawson, 
on  March  22,  one  of  131b. ;  the  above  two  fish  were 
enticed  by  a  new  fly  called  "  King  Edward."  I  have 
heard  of  two  salmon  being  killed  on  the  loughs, 
spini.iug;  also  a  few  trout. — Pat  Hf.arxes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  Mr.  Jno.  Enright.  of 
Castlecouuell,  killed  a  23lb.  salmon  on  the  SUaunon 
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on  March  26.  On  Doouass  Mr.  F.  C.  Williams  killed 
three  salmon,  381b.,  131b.,  211b.  On  Newgarden  Mr. 
F.  Milburn  killed  two  salmon,  151b.,  301b.  On 
Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  12^1b. 
On  Prospect  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  101b. — 
John  Exright,  jun. 

Shannon  and  Loug-H  Derg'  (Killaloe).— The 
weather  still  continues  awfully  cold,  frost,  snow,  and 
north-east  winds  having  been  the  fashion  since  last 
report.  To-day  the  hills  and  mountains  are  snow- 
clad,  and  beautiful  they  look  in  the  bright  sun- 
shine. It  is  a  wonder  how  auv  fish  take  at  all. 
On  Saturday,  March  23,  Jlessrs.  T.  and  J.  Grimes, 
fishing  my  water  mider  the  weir  wall,  killed  a  freshly- 
run  salmon  of  l-llb.,  and  across  the  river  one  of  the 
men  landed  one  of  161b.  With  a  change  in  the 
weather,  sport  in  April  should  improve.  The  preserves 
of  the  late  Major  John  P.  Traherne  are  in  great 
demand  by  English  gentlemen,  the  entire  extent — 
about  two  miles — having  been  already  secured  by 
different  rods  to  the  end  of  June. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Suir  (Cahir).  — Captain  E.  Butler  Charteris  has 
had  good  sport  and  some  heavy  fish  on  Neddin's  and 
Cabir  Park  waters.  Fishing  the  former  water  on 
Monday  he  killed  a  35^1b.  salmon,  and  on  the  previous 
Friday  and  Saturday  he  killed  two  of  81|lb.  and  221b. 
respectively,  and  on  another  dav  he  had  one  of  32i^lb. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — During  the  past  week  we 
had  an  east  wind  and  frost  at  night.  With  a  change 
of  wind  to  the  south  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Smith,  Romford, 
Essex,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  got  a  salmon  of 
101b.  on  the  fly.  Mr.  Charbers  got  two  beauties.  We 
also  got  some  nice  brown  trout,  as  follows:  one  3^1b., 
2^1b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  IJlb.,  and  three  rainbow  trout  of  lib. 
each,  which  were  hatched  out  March  6,  1899.  On 
opening  one  of  the  large  brown  trout  we  found  over 
three  himdred  shells  in  its  inside. — Tim  McCarthy. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mulling'ar). — 
About  half  the  county  of  Westmeath  belongs  to  the 
fishery  districts  of  Limerick  and  Drogheda  respectively, 
and  since  the  angling  season  opened  on  Feb.  12  in  tlie 
latter,  and  on  March  1  in  the  former,  there  has  been 
nothing  of  any  importance  whatever  worth  mentioning 
to  chronicle  in  the  way  of  sport.  To  the  few  ardent 
ones  who  ventured  on  the  Boyne  tributaries  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  greater  success  than  three  or  four 
trout  averaging  fib.  each,  with  a  two-pounder  on  an 
occasional  day.  On  Lough  Owel  the  Berne  Brothers 
liave  been  taking  a  few  good  trout  up  to  71b.,  trolling 
natural  bait.  I  have  myself  been  up  with  la  (jrippc 
for  the  first  five  weeks,  and  in  my  lucid  moments  had 
to  feel  content  in  reading  (and  must  add),  thoroughly 
enjoying  the  speeches  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  The 
Gresham  B.S.A.S.,  and  other  Angling  Societies' 
re-union. — T.  J.  \V. 


SWISS  REPORTS. 

Switzerland  (Veytaux). — The  favourable  antici- 
pations of  last  report  were  not,  alas,  fulfilled.  The 
barometer  fell  rapidly,  but  the  weather  seemed  mild 
with  a  tendency  to  foen  or  southerlj'  weather.  Two 
of  us  tried  the  Grand  (or  Vaudois)  Canal,  but  foimd  it 
too  dirty  for  files  ;  tried  for  some  miles  minnows,  dead 
bait,  and  worms  without  a  touch,  and  only  two  small 
fish  were  seen  to  rise.  An  otter  was  sighted,  which 
may  account  for  its  having  all  the  sport  to  itself  in 
that  little  glen.  Next  day  more  snow  fell,  and  the 
wind  changed,  coming  up  from  Geneva— always  a  bad 
art  for  fishing — so  we  wait  a  bit  to  see  what  may 
come  next. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance.' — Nothing  of  importance  in  the  rod 
fishing  off  Nevvlyn  Pier-head  to  report.  Our  mackerel 
fleet  are  out,  and  good  takes  are  being  made. — H. 

Plymouth. — Cold  weather,  with  snow,  has  been 
pirevalent  during  the  week,  and  not  at  all  pleasant  for 
pier  fishing.  Those  who  have  been  out  have .  not  done 
much.  Smelt,  small  pollack,  and  bass,  with  an  occa- 
sional mullet  or  two,  has  been  the  limit.  The  boat 
fishermen  have  done  better,  some  nice  pollack  and 
bass  being  taken,  also  large  flat  fish,  which  just  now 
are  in  their  prime.  The  experience  of  the  fisherman 
who  had  a  dip  in  the  briny  between  the  Drakes 
Island  and  the  mainland  must  have  been  rather 
.startling  to  feel  what  he  took  to  be  seaweed  across  his 
chest,  and  to  find  on  swimming  to  his  boat  that  a 
large  octopus  had  fastened  on  his  chest,  and  given  him 
already  a  nip  with  his  beak. — William  Heardee 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — Snow,  hail,  and  frost  put  an  end  to 
all  fishing  this  week. — Gbey  Mullett. 


Salmon  Killed  in  the  Dart. — Mr.  Luxmore 
Drew,  fishing  in  the  private  waters  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Nichols,  above  Buckfastleigh,  on  March  22, 
killed  a  salmon  of  181b.  after  a  good  half-hour's 
light. 


March  31. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Competition. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Cobden  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
April  1. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  A.B.  concert. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting  and  Preservation  and 
General  Committee  meeting. 

Central  .\ssooiation  :  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 
April  2. 

Bermoudsey  Brothars  :  Visit. 
April  3. 

Walham  Green  :  Visit. 
April  4. 

Fishing  Gazette  published  at  two  o'clock  (not  on 
GoodFridiiv). 
April  5. 
Good  Friday. 

April   7. — Easter  Sunday. 
,,     8.— Easter  Monday. 
,,    15. — West  Ham  Brothers :  Visit. 
,,    15. — Earlsfield  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    16. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Dinner  and  pre- 
sentation. 
,,    20. — Lychnobites  :  Concert. 
,,    22. — A.B.S.  ;  Distribution  of  prizes. 
„    23.— Elgin:  Visit. 
,,  •  29. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  "  At  home." 
,,    29. — Amicable  Brothers  ;  A.B.S.  Concert. 
,,    28. — -Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 


IReports  from  (Tlubs,- 


Owing  to  the  Easter  Holidays  all  matter  intended  for 
insertion  must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Wednesday 
morning,  April  3. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplogate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  hold  their  meeting  on 
Monday  next,  April  1,  at  8  p.m.  Owing  to  the  Bank 
■  Holiday,  the  general  committee  have  arranged  to  hold 
their  meeting  on  the  same  evening  at  9  p.m. — R.  G. 
Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  Is.,  life  member's  subscription  for  M.  M. 
Bhownaggree,  Esq.;  £7  5s.  Duke  of  Norfolk;  £2 
Clissold  Angling  Society;  £1  6s.  9d.  Herriott  the 
fishery  bailiff  at  Waltham,  from  their  donation 
boxes;  and  8s.  6d.  donation,  Worniell  Railway  Tavern, 
St.  Margaret's.  At  our  last  meeting  on  March  22,  five 
applications  were  made,  and  £21  and  two  Convalescent- 
Home  letters  were  granted.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  April  12, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-square,  Finsbury. — We  had  a  splendid 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  All  our  members  fished 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  24,  but  no  fish  were  weighed 
in.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  March  31  at  St. 
Margaret's.  We  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  April  29 
for  the  benefit  of  the  A.B.S.  Secretaries  of  other 
societies  please  note. — G.  Haynes. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — On  April  1  a  four-horse 
brake  will  leave  the  Woolpack  to  convey  members  and 
friends  to  the  Amicable  Waltonians'  concert.  We  have 
a  few  seats  left,  if  any  members  of  the  South  London 
clubs  wish  to  go.  We  also  take  a  visit  on  Tuesday 
April  2,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On 
March  24,  J.  Martin  weighed  in  roach. — 0.  G.  Piggott. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C. — A  number  of  our 
members  were  out  on  March  24,  but  in  most  cases 
were  unsuccessful,  Mr.  J.  Roach  only  weighing  in 
roach.  Secretaries  will  greatly  oblige  by  settling  up 
for  A.B.S.  concert  programmes. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brrmswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  —  Mr.  H. 
Kelly  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday  last.  Those  in 
arrears  are  requested  to  note  Rule  18,  which  will  be 
enforced.  Owing  to  old  age  and  infirmity  Mr.  Oakes 
("Uncle")  is  compelled  to  retire  from  active  member- 
ship, but  the  society  have  elected  him  on  the  list  of 
life  members.  Next  Tuesday  we  have  the  proposed 
amendments  of  rules  to  consider  and  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season. — A.  Robertson. 

Gambbidge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.  —  On  March  24  twenty-five 
members  competed  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  St. 
Margaret's,  but  only  two  were  prize-winners — namely, 
Mr.  S.  Hadkiss  and  Mr.  G.  Bowker  ;  Mr.  G.  Almeroth 


also  had  roach,  but  was  too  late  to  weigh  in.  Another 
member,  fishing  in  the  Hertford  district,  hooked  a 
small  trout,  which,  of  course,  was  returned.  At  the 
quarterly  meeting  Mr.  H.  Deverell  was  re-elected  as 
chairman,  Mr.  L.  Stephenson  as  junior  auditor,  and 
Mr.  P.  Loft  as  junior  delegate.  We  made  a  new 
member  last  meeting  night. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Central  Association  op  London  .\ngling  Clubs. — 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent-garden, 
W.C,  on  Monday  next,  April  1,  at  8.30  for  9  p.m. 
Delegates  are  requested  to  attend  for  urgent  business. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will 
go  to  the  Walham  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Bull, 
Fulham-road  (vrithin  three  minutes  of  Chelsea  and 
Walham  Green  stations),  on  Wednesday  next,  April  3, 
and  knowing  the  sterling  merit  of  the  Walham  Green 
boys  in  supporting  everything,  I  anticipate  many  will 
strain  a  point  to  get  there. — "W. 

Clapham  Jukction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley  -  road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.  —  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  March  31  in  the 
Lea  (anywhere).  Consolation  prizes.  We  have  nomi- 
,nated  another  new  member,  Mr.  Wm.  Lapwood. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  Wednesday, 
May  1,  at  the  above.  Tickets  (3s.,  as  in  previous 
years)  will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  I 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  those  members  and  friends 
who  promised  prizes  at  last  dinner  will  kindly  forward 
same  to  me  before  April  16. — F.  Bishop. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — I  hope  members  will  muster  strongly  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  it  will  be  general  meeting  night, 
election  of  all  officers,  and  other  important  business. 
Matches  for  next  season  also  to  be  fixed. — A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last 
all  officers  were  elected.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  April  3,  as  we  have  decided  to  attend  the 
visit  of  the  Walham  Green  Angling  Society. — 
J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — A  large  company  assembled 
at  Mr.  Godfrey's,  The  Jew's  Harp,  Redhill-street,  on 
March  26,  to  hear  "  Old  Izaak  "  give  his  lecture,  from 
"  Fleet-street  to  the  East  Coast,  With  Notes  bv  the 
Way,"  assisted  by  Mr.  Lee  with  the  lantern, 'both 
gentlemen  being  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  A 
good  number  of  the  fair  sex  favoured  us  with  their 
company.  Mr.  Frank  Newton  presided.  The  sum  of 
£1  2a.  6d.  was  collected  for  the  A.B.S.  During  the 
evening  the  following  artists  contributed  some  excel- 
lent harmony  :  Miss  Noyce  (pianist).  Miss  Kynaston, 
Mr.  aad  Mrs.  Burwast  (duet),  Charles  Hilton,  Mr. 
Fuller,  Mr.  Bramber,  and  Mr.  Sherrington.— G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  24  most  of  the 
members  competed  at  St. ^Margaret's  in  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  competition,  likewise  for  Mr. 
Midson's  prize.  Mr.  Purram  was  the  only  one  to 
weigh  in  for  the  same.  Messrs.  W.  Thompson  and 
E.  Wild  also  had  fish.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  next,  April  2.  Important. — S. 
Malby. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  to  Brighton  was  favoured 
with  a  beautiful  day,  the  sea  being  quite  calm,  and 
warm  when  the  sun  was  out,  though  turning  very  cold 
in  the  afternoon.  Sport  ruled  very  small,  only  whiting 
pout  being  landed,  but  these  served  our  purpose  to 
work  oft  the  remaining  prizes.  Result :  1st,  Mr.  F. 
Roser ;  2nd,  Mr.  F.  Mathews  ;  3rd  and  4th  divided 
between  Messrs.  Marter  and  E.  H.  Lane  vyho  tied  for 
third  place  ;  5th,  Mr.  H.  Monk.  As, we  have  a  very 
long  programme  for  the  dinner  on  April  17,  members 
please  note  dinner  will  be  served  for  8.15  sharp. — 
E.  H.  Lane.  ■  - 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — We  had  some  fair  shows  of  fish  at  the  wind 
up  of  the  season  by  Messrs.  Head,  Willett,  Durell, 
and  H.  Creeke.  As  the  general  meeting  is  on  April  16 
will  members  in  arrears  settle  up  bv  next  meeting 
night  ?— H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Tuesday, 
April  2,  is  our  annual  general  meeting.  I  should  like 
to  see  all  members  up  to  clear  the  books  and  arrange 
for  our  supper  and  distribtition  of  prizes,  election  of 
officers,  etc. — A.  W.  Ellins'. 

Harlbsden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Next  Thursday  being  quarterly 
night  members  are  requested  to  make  every  effort  to 
attend.  Important  business  will  be  put  forward 
requiring  careful  consideration. — E.  S.  C. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station-  - 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — The  small  donation  of  half-a- 
guinea  was  voted  from  the  funds  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Netting  Fimd,  which  deserves  the  support  of  all 
London  anglers.  I  hope  to  send  a  further  donation 
shortly.    A  committee  meeting  is  called  for  Wcdnes- 
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day,  April  3,  at  8.30  p.m.,  to  allot  the  pi-ize§  won 
during  the  past  season.  On  March  13  Messrs.  A. 
Norman  and  Godwin  Johnston,  fishing  with  Vaughan 
at  Henley,  caught  a  number  of  small  jack.  Mr.  A. 
Norman  also  landed  and  safely  returned  a  fine  trout 
of  51b.  after  au  exciting  bit  of  sport.  I  have  had 
several  good  takes  of  roach  up  to  101b.  from  private 
waters. — A.  Clayton. 

HoxTON  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.  —  On  March  24  Mr.  Bailey 
weighed  in  roach  and  Mr.  !McGrath  dace  from  the 
Lea  Competition — Mr.  Bailey,  3rd,  and  Mr.  McGrath, 
4th.  Will  members  please  note  that  they  are  requested 
to  attend  on  April  2  for  special  business — namely,  rules 
and  gross  weight  prizes. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Beothbbs'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Several  members  were 
at  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
jNIarch  24,  but  only  Mr.  Benny  was  successful.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  in  full 
force. — J.  H.  Hebbekt. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
None  of  the  prizes  competed  for  on  March  24  and 
3Iarch  27  were  taken,  they  will  therefore  be  fished  for 
pgain  jointly  on  March  31  on  same  conditions — namelj', 
oil  the  Lea  between  Carthagena  Weir  and  Ware  Park 
Mill.  All  engaged  and  previously  baited  svrims 
barred.— H.  B. 

Kynaston  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kj'naston  Road,  Stoke  Newington. — This  club  met 
on  Tuesday  last  to  discuss,  amongst  other  business, 
the  question  of  holding  a  club  dinner.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  at  nine  o'clock 
sharp,  to  arrange  details  for  holding  the  club  dinner, 
and  to  give  in  names  of  those  who  would  like  to  be 
present. — J.  A.  Hai.fobd. 

Oglandeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  concert  was  well 
attended.  We  were  pleased  to  see  members  from  five 
difEerent  clubs  present.  Mr.  W.  J,  Henderson  occupied 
the  chair,  and  was  faced,  in  the  vice-chair,  bj'  Mr.W.  A. 
Abel.  Mr.  Arthur  Baker  presided  at  the  piano.  Mr. 
George  Cartwright  was  musical  director,  and  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  grand  array  of  talent  placed 
before  us  in  the  course  of  the  entertainment.  The 
sentimental  portion  of  the  programme  was  represented 
by  Messrs.  Will  Pearce,  Robert  Barr,  Q.  W.  Pearson, 
Edgar  Stephens,  and  Sid  Moarcroft.  The  "  Lovegrove 
Combination"  (comprising  the  banjo,  mandolin,  and 
guitar)  played  some  fine  selections,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Norton  two  solos  on  the  Japanese  fiddle.  -The 
humorous  part  was  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  Alf 
Bailey,  David  James,  Wilson  Martell,  Ted  King,  and 
Will  Cartwright.  Votes  of  thanks  to  chairman,  vice- 
chairman,  and  artistes  were  well  received. — H.  W. 

MOEGAN. 

Oeiginal  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — Prizes 
not  won  on  March  24,  will  be  fished  for  at  the  same 
place  and  conditions  on  March  31.  Our  A.B.S.  concert 
was  not  a  great  success  as  anticipated;  £1  17s.  6d.  in 
the  box. — Geoege. 

Paek  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — The  following  weighed  in  on  March  24  : — 
Mr.  R.  Hopton,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Tracy, 
roach;  the- latter  winning  a  prize  in  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition. At  our  meeting  on  March  26,  Jiliss  Hancock 
was  elected  treasurer.  Next  Tuesday  being  quarterly 
night,  members  must  attend  or  be  fined  according  to 
rule  12.    Roll  call  at  10  o'clock. — H.  Gates. 

Peckham  Beothbbs  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  got  through  a 
lot  of  business  at  our  special  meeting  on  26th  inst. 
Jlessrs.  Patej'  and  Freelove  were  elected  auditors. 
Messrs.  R.  Hatherill,  Markey,  Hart,  Patey,  and 
Freelove  vohmteered  as  committee,  and  were  elected. 
Jlr.  Patey  will  attend  the  Central  as  delegate  for 
ensuing  quarter.  Our  annual  supper  has  been  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  May  7th.  Next  Tuesday  there  will  be  no 
meeting,  we  having  postponed  same  to  visit  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  on  South  London  list.  Mr.  G.. 
H.  Shepherd  takes  the  chair  at  \micable  Waltonians 
on  April  1  (concert  in  aid  of  A.  B.  S.),  and  I  want  all 
members  to  attend  the  club  house  not  later  than  8.30 
to  accompany  him,  he  having  been  kind  enough  to 
place  a  brake  at  our  disposal.  We  elected  Mr.  Creorge 
a  working  member  at  this  meeting,  and  had  oua  more 
proposed  in  jthe  person  of  IMr.  G.  B.  Sims.  Still  one 
prize  left  from  March  series. — T.  G.  Gibes. 

SiLVEE  Tbout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Will  members 
kindly  favour  me  with  their  subscriptions  ?  Also  prizes, 
and  oblige.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  April  23. 
— R.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglebs  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Bermondsey  Bros.,  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  April  2.  The  "B.  B.'s"are 
always  at  \'isits,  and  support  the  visiting  lists  well,  so 
I  trust  they  will  have  a  good  roomful. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stbatfoed  Angling  Society,  Commercial  Hotel, 
Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.  —  Since  last  report 
IMr.  Sandiland  and  Simmons  have  weighed  in  some 


nice  shows  of  dace  and  chub.  Members  please  attend 
next  Wednesday,  important  business. — G.  A.  Pavne.- 

SUNDiAL  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  Tuesday  last  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  season  ;  Mr.  T. 
Harwood,  chairman :  Mr.  H.  Holt,  vice ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Lock, 
secretary;  Mr.  G.  W.Sherman,  treasurer;  Mr.  W. 
Gregory,  check  secretary.  Committee :  IMessrs.  R. 
Bachelor,  J.  Phelps,  A.  E.  Cartvjfright,  J.  H.  Stone- 
bridge,  E.  Smith,  H.  Ashworth.  Delegates :  Mr.  H. 
Holt  and  Mr.  J.  Harwood  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Buruham  and 
H.  Holt  auditors  for  balance-sheet.  Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  take  place  on  IMay  2.  I 
hope  members  and  friends  will  forward  on  prizes 
promised  for  the  season's  fishing  as  soon  as  possible. — 
C.  E.  Lock. 

Walham  Gbeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — We  hope  to  get  a  big 
meetsng  on  April  3  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit  on  the 
Central  List.  'Will  members  please  note  that  the 
Bermondsey  Bjothers  take  a  visit  on  the  South  London 
Visiting  list  Tuesday  next,  when  I  hope  to  meet  a 
few.  Jlessrs.  H.  Templeman  and  F.  Templeman 
weighed  in  at  the  A.B.S.  competition  on  March  24.— 
W.  L.  Kebby. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  March  24  no 
one  weighed  in  fisli.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
April  3,  at  8  sharp,  business  of  importance.  Om- 
next  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District)  will  take  place  on 
Monday  April  15,  at  8  sharp. — R.  Lowthee. 

Wimbledon  Piscatoeial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  annual  dinner  and  presentation  of 
prizes  has  been  fixed  for  .4pril  10  next.  Further 
particulars  will  be  given  later  on. — S.  Peskett. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street. — Our  smoking  concert  and 
presentation  to  Mr.  Goldsworthy  on  March  21  was  a 
great  success.  Mr.  Watts  was  in  the  chair  and  Mr. 
Rowlerson  vice-chair.  After  the  first  part  of  the 
programme  was  gone  through  Mr.  Rowlerson  made  the 
presentation,  which  was  a  silver-mounted  walking 
stick,  suitably  engraved,  for  which  Mr.  Goldsworthy 
feelingly  responded ;  after  which  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mrs.  Davis  (our  hostess)  for 
the  way  she  had  generously  decorated  our  room  and 
assisted  the  society  in  general.  Mr.  O.  Neal  suitably 
replied  for  Mrs.  Davis.  During  the  evening  Mr.  How- 
croft,  Woolwich  Brothers,  paid  us  a  visit  and  made  a 
few  remarks  concerning  the  Plumstead  and  Woolwich 
Districts  Challenge  Cup.  We  had  a  crowded  room, 
both  members  and  friends  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
gramme.— R.  Watts. 


TROUT  IN  YICTOPJA,  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Geelong  Fish  Acclimatizing  Society. 

[We  .have  to  thank  Mr.  Swift,  the  secretary,  for  a 
report  from  the  Geelong  Times  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Geelong  (Victoria)  Pish  Acclimatizing  Societj'. 
We  give  extracts  from  it,  and  are  very  glad  to  see  that 
trout  have  been  successfully  introduced  into  streams 
in  Victoria,  and  sorry  they  have  to  complaifl  of  the 
River  Pollution  Demon. — Ed.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  above 
was  held  on  Feb.  14,  Mr.  E.  T.  Sichlau  presiding. 
Repobt. 

The  committee,  in  submitting  its  report  for  the  year 
ended  Dec.  31,  1900,  has  much  pleasure  in  congratu- 
lating members  and  subscribers  on  the  successful 
season  now  ended,  both  as  regards  an  increased  output 
of  fry,  and  an  improvement  in  the  society's  finances. 
During  the  year  twenty-nine  new  members  have  been 
elected.  The  consignments  of  trout  ova  ordered  from 
Tasmania  and  New  Zealand  respectively  arrived  in 
good  condition,  and  were  as  follows  : — From  Tasmania, 
20,000  brown  trout  ova  ;  and  from  New  Zealand,  5,000 
brown  trout  ova,  15,000  Loch  Leven,  and  38,000 
American  rainbow  trout  ova.  Owing  to  the  inclemenoj- 
of  the  weather,  a  larger  supply  of  rainbow  ova  could 
not  be  procured.  The  total  number  of  iry  despatched 
from  the  hatchery  during  the  season  was  62,500,  and 
consisted  of  the  following  varieties : — Brovra  trout. 
Loch  LeveUj^  and  rainbow.  This  number  exceeds  that 
of  any  previous  year.  Besides  the  above  there  were 
also  a  few  carp  and  perch.  It  is  satisfactory  to  state 
that  their  liberation  was  in  nearly  every  instance 
carried  out  with  complete  success.  The  success  which 
has  attended  the  stocking  of  the  waters  in  om-  own 
district  is  extremely  gratifying.  In  many  parts  of  the 
Barwon  and  Moorabool  rivers  trout,  some  of  them  of 
great  size,  may  be  seen  in  favourable  weather  rising  in 
all  directions.  .^-S  these  streams  run  mostly  through 
private  properties  it  is  usually  necessary  to  produce 
the  societ)''s  ticket  of  membership  when  asking  any 
of  the  owners  for  permission  to  fish.  Anglers  are 
reminded,  that  the  close  season  for  all  kinds  of 
acclimatized  trout  commences  on  May  1  and  ends  on 
Aug.  31,  during  which  time  it  is  illegal  to  catch  them. 

A  matter  that  should  demand  the  attention  of  the 
inspector  is  the  pollution  of  our  waters  caused  by 
some  of  the  factories  allowing  certain  chemicals  and 
noxious  matters  to  flow  into  them  which  are  not  onlj' 
accountable  for  the  destruction  of  vast  quantities  of 


valuable  fish,  but  are  in  times  of  drouglit  a  serious 
menace  to  tlie  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
surrounding  district.  The  comrnittee  regret  that  it  is 
unable  to  report  any  concession  on  the  part  of  the 
Railway  Department  in  the  matter  of  passes  to 
persons  engaged  in  liberating  fry,  and  free  transit  of 
ova,  fish-kettles,  and  other  requisites  of  the  society. 
In  assisting  to  stock  the  waters  of  the  State  with 
trout  and  other  valuable  fish,  the  society  is  doing 
work  that  induces  tourists  and  others  to  travel  in 
search  of  sport,  and  sliould  be  recognised  and 
encouraged  by  the  department.  The  thanks  of  tlie 
society  are  due  to  the  Union  Steamship  Company  and 
to  Huddart,  Parker,  Co.  for  their  care  and  attention 
to  the  consignments  of  ova,  etc.,  committed  to  their 
charge.  The  committee,  in  concluding  its  report, 
trusts  that  during  the  incoming  year  the  society  will 
continue  to  progress  and  receive  warm  and  liberal 
support  from  sportsmen,  anglers,  and  other  members 
of  the  community.  (Signed)— E.  T.  Sichlau,  President. 

The  report  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C. 
Craike,  seconded  by  Mr.  Oldham. 

Elections. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  current 
year: — Messrs.  E.  T.  Sichlau,  president;  A.  P. 
MclNIillan  and  C.  Craike,  vice-presidents ;  L.  H. 
Lindon,  W.  B.  Wilton,  M.  W.  Oldham,  W.  Parker, 
R.  W.  Noble,  R.  Mercer,  and  W.  C.  Freeman,  com- 
mittee; and  C.  H.  Smith,  secretary. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday, 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to 
the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Alde- 
burgh,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Cltvcton,  Cromer,  Dover- 
court,  Felixstowe,  Harwich,  Hunstanton,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Southwold,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Yarmouth)  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  other  London  and  suburban  stations, 
there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Thursday, 
April  4,  from  London  (Liverpool-street  and  suburban 
stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations,  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and 
other  of  the  principal  stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties, 
and  by  the  Cathedral  route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln, 
Edvrinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Don- 
caster,  Y'ork,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarborough,  Dar- 
lington, Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc. 

Tickets  (ordinary  excursions,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in 
advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the  Great 
Eastern  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  company's  various  City,  West-end, 
and  other  booking  offices. 

On  Thursday,  April  4,  in  addition  to  relieving  trains, 
special  trains  will  be  rim  from  Liverpool-street  at 
8.30  a.m.,  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft ;  at  1.-30  p.m.  to  Ipsvrich,  Nor- 
wich, and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5  p.m.  to  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on-Naze  ;  and  at  7.12  p.m. 
to  Felixstowe;  the  express  supper-car  train,  at  12.3 
midnight,  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton,  will 
run  instead  of  on  Saturday,  April  6. 

On  Good  Friday,  vsdth  certain  modifications  and 
additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same  as  on  Sundays. 
Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at 
•5.8  a.m.  to  Ipswich  and  at  8.55  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  both  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations ;  special  trains  will  also  be  run 
on  several  of  the  branches  in  connection  with  trains 
to  and  from  London. 

On  Saturday,  April  6,  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
12.20  for  Norwich,  cid  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25  for 
Clacton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Colchester,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations. 

Excursion  tickets  are  issued  daily  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  other  London  and  suburban  stations  to 
Epping  Forest  (Chingford,  Loughton,  etc.).  There 
will  be  special  day  excursions  on  Good  Friday,  Easter 
Sunday,  Monday^  and  Tuesday  to  Southend-on-Sea, 
Bm  nh'am-on-Crouch,  etc. ;  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
INIonday  to  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House;  and  on 
Easter'Monday  to  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and 
Harwich;  also  on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and 
Elv,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  only, 
for  one,  three,  or  six  days,  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer. 

Several  of  the  usual  up  morning  expresses  (including 
the  7  a.m.  restaurant  car  express)  will  not  run  on 
Easter  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday, 
April  9,  on  which  day  restam-ant  cars  will  also  run  on 
the  7.40  a.m.  ex  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for 
Norwich  and  Cromer,  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on 
the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  at 
8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. ;  also  on  Satur- 
.  davs  on  the  1.30  p.m.  express  froni  Liverpool-street  to 
Norwich  and  Cromer. 


OwixG  to  the  Easter  Holidays  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  published  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  on  Thursday' 
next,  April  4,  at  2  o'clock.  All  matter  intended  for 
insertion  must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Wednesday 
morning,  April  3. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evenin''  next 
(April  1)  at  8.30  sharp. 


In  answer  to  several  correspondents  who  appear  a 
"  bit  mixed  "  as  to  the  fish  taken  during  the  close  time 
on  the  Lea,  it  may  be  useful  to  quote  the  following 

from  the  Anglers'  Association  "  Anglers'  Guide  "  :  

The  following, respective  periods  shall  be  deemed  to 

be  the  fence  season  in  the  river,  that  is  to  say  :  

[a]  For  salmon,  salmon  trout,  and  trout,  the 
period  between  Sept.  29  in  each  year  and 
AxH-il  30  following,  both  inclusive. 
(6)  For  pike,  or  jack,  and  perch,  the  period  between 
March  15  in  each  year  and  Aug.  1  following, 
both  inclusive.  ' 
(e)  For  gi-ayling,  gudgeon,  pope,  dace,  craj-fish, 
bleak,  minnow,  and  eels,  the  period  between 
March  31  in  each  year  and  June  15  following, 
both  inclusive. 
{d)  For  roach,  chub,  bream,  barbel,  tench,  rudd, 
and  carp,  the  period  between  March  31  and 
July  1  following. 


W.  Elsie  must  not  be  too  hard  on  the  poor  printer. 
I  know  that  "  in  "  the  trot  should  have  been  "  on  "  the 
trot.  Hope  I  shall  never  meet  him  "on  the  trot." 
Now,  be  careful;  if  you  are  ordering  for  your  little 
vvlfey  G.  Macdonald's  "  The  Marquis  of  Lossie,"  don't 
call  it  "  The  Master  of  Flossie  "  ;  or  for  Wm.  Black's 
"In  Far  Lochaber,"  call  it  "In  Farlock  Harbour." 
[More  "  in  the  press."] 


The  champion  pike  fisherman  (Mr.  A.  Jardine),  who 
has  been  lecturing  at  Leeds,  related  the  following: 
"Francis  Francis  was  fishing  on  Loch  Tay,  and  the 
Duke  of  Breadalbane  was  having  a  dinner  party,  for 
which  he  was  anxious  to  place  a  fresh-rim  salmon  on 
the  table.  His  fisherman  had  been  unable  to  catch 
one,  but  Francis  had  been  more  successful,  and  hearino- 
how  matters  were  he  sent  his  fish  to  the  Duke,  with 
his  compliments.  An  Irish  priest  was  present  at  the 
dinner,  and  improvised  the  follovring  grace  : — 
'  God  bless  Loch  Tay, 

Which  I've  heard  say 

The  region  of  romance  is. 

God  bless  the  Duke  of  Breadalbane, 

And  God  bless  Francis  Francis. 

And  bless  his  rod,  his  reel,  his  line, 

Also  his  phantom  spinner. 

And  bless  this  fish 

Who  left  his  "  Tay  " 

To  come  up  to  our  dinner.'  " 


"  Some  fishes  will  seize  a  fragment  of  food  and 
shake  it  as  a  dog  would  shake  a  piece  of  meat.  Most 
fishes  propel_  themselves  with  their  tail  fins,  and  all 
use  their  tail  fins  for  purposes  of  propulsion  when 
they  get  in  a  hurry ;  but  there  are  some  fishes  that, 
going  slow,  row  themselves  along,  so  to  speak,  and 
back  water  as  well,  with  their  pectoral  fins ;  and  there 
are  some  fishes  that  propel  themselves  by  a  curious 
waving  of  the  dorsal  and  anal  fins." 


Mk.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  the  noted  angler  and  winner 
of  four  gold  medals  and  two  valuable  silver  cups  in 
connection  with  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
Society  during  the  last  four  years,  was  on  Saturday 
last  elected  a  member  of  the  Long  Eaton  Urban 
District  Council,  being  within  twenty-eight  votes  of 
the  head  of  the  poll.  The  long-headed  and  urbane 
"  F.  W.  K."  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and 
those  who  voted  for  him  will  not  regret  it.  Mr.  Wallis 
was  recently  elected  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

NoETH  London  anglers  foregathered  in  strength  at 
the  Jew's  Harp,  Redhill-street,  N.W.,  on  Monday  last, 
when  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ")  gave  a  lantern 
lecture  entitled,  "  From  Fleet-street  to  the  East  Coast, 
With  Notes  by  the  Way,"  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
A.B.S.  Mr.  Frank  Newton  presided,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Franklin  occupying  the  vice-chair.  Dr.  F.  W.  Spu'rgin' 
Dr.  J.  Rodger,  Dr.  A.  C.  Tucker,  Mr.  G.  Dunn,  and 
many  old  anglers  attended.  Letters  regretting  absence 
were  read  from  "  Dragnet  "  and  others.  A  number  of 
ladies  graced  the  gathering  by  their  presence,  and  con- 
tributed materially  to  the  musical  portion  of  the 
entertainment.  The  lecturer  gave  a  deeply  interesting 
description  of  London  in  the  time  of  Izaak  Walton, 
following  which  most  places  of  interest  to  present  day 
anglers,  between  Liverpool-street  and  the  East  Coast, 
were  depicted  upon  the  screen,  and  fishing  experiences 
described. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

The  lecturer  strongly  advised  a  visit  to  some  of 
these  resorts,  and  "Constables'  Country,"  St  Ives 
and  other  places  came  in  for  particular  notice.  Fish- 
ing in  such  streams  as  the  Lea  was  very  different  now 
to  what  It  was  in  Walton's  days,  and  if  an<^lers 
wanted  more  sport  they  must  go  further  afield  and 
visit  rivers  such  as  the  Great  Ouse,  Yare,  Bure,  and 
Waveney  or  some  of  the  Broads,  which  had  been 
Illustrated.  Good  sea  angling  could  be  had  all  round 
the  East  Coast,  say  from  Southend  to  Cromer.  It  was 
this  part  of  the  country  that  had  produced  a  Nelson 
ana  helped  to  man  our  Navv,  in  addition  to  furnish- 
ing us  with  many  of  the  sturdy  fishermen  who  gather 
m  for  us  the  harvest  of  the  sea.  The  chairman  having 
made  an  eloquent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  the  collecting-box,  kept  at  the 
Tpt-^'^'L^l^^''-  Godfrey,  was  passed  round, 

and  f  1  2s._  3d.  handed  over  to  the  fund.  The  lantern 
was  _  admirably  manipulated  by  Mr.  Lee,  and  the 
evening  was  enjoyable  throughout. 


At  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  in  a  reference  to  the  angler's  pro- 
verbial honesty  and  lack  of  exaggerative  abilities 
quoted  a  line  or  two  from  the  epitaph  which  the  hero 
of  a  recently-published  American  book  had  engraved 
upon  his  tombstone,  setting  forth  the  characteristics  of 
his  life,  of  which  he  was  most  proud.  Thanks  to  an 
episcopalian  friend,  who  drew  my  attention  a  little 
while  back  to  this  same  epitaph  (says  W.  Carter  Platts) 
I  am  able  to  give  the  whole  of  it.  The  book  is  called 
"  Eben  Holden,"  as  also  was  the  hero,  a  good-natured 
honest  old  man,  but  poor,  and  the  epitaph  runs  thus  ;~ 
"  I  aint  afraid, 

'Shamed  o'  nothin'  I  ever  done. 

Alwus  kop'  my  tugs  tight. 

Never  swore  'less  'twas  nes'sary. 

Never  ketohed  a  fish  bigger  'n  'twas, 

Er  lied  in  a  boss-trade, 

Er  shed  a  tear  I  didn't  hev  to. 

Never  cheated  anybody  but  Eben  Holden. 

Goin'  off  somewheres.  Bill— dunno  the  way  nuther; 

Duiino  'f  it's  east  er  west,  er  north,  er  south 

Er  road,  er  trail,  ^  ' 

But  I  aint  afraid." 
There's  a  good  old  honest  angler  for  you  ! 

-p.'F^^  Aquarium  .^(rogramme  now  includes 

Jilla  Zuila,  who  gives  a  remarkable  performance  on  a 
rope  suspended  90  feet  from  the  ground  and  about 
150  feet  m  length.  Walking  or  running,  riding  a 
bicycle,  or  sitting  on  a  chair  on  the  rope  she  exhibits 
the  same  grace  and  daring  which  earns  the  unlimited 
admiration  of  the  spectator.  It  is  altogether  a  unique 
show  and  desei-ves  a  vissit.  All  the  other  items  of  an 
exceedingly  lengthy  list  are  attractive.  The  Fisheries 
Exhibition  will  terminate  on  Wednesday,  April  3— so 
hurry  up  ! 


The  Anchor  &  Hope  members'  "At  Home"  and 
ladies  night  at  their  palatial  and  cosy  headquarters 
the  Thomas  a  Becket  Hotel,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Monday 
evening  last,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  enjoyable  functions  of  the  season,  "Dragnet" 
ll!^r^,*?''T°^'^/''l  .^^"'8  supported  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
(  Old  Izaak  ),  Mr.  J.  H  Rich,  Mr.  T.  Gibbs,  and 
quite  a  host  of  well-known  anglers,  particularly  from 
the  Oglander  Piscatorials.  The  lantern  lecture  with 
oxy-hydrogen  illustrations  of  "  Holiday  and  Fishin" 
Trips  by  tbe  S.  E.  &  C.  Rly,"  from  photographic  views 
by  Mr.  W  J.  Wade,  gi\dng  many  particulars  of  the 
cheap  railway  facilities  and  places  of  interest  con- 
cerning Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone  (even  the 
races  were  not  forgotten) ;  also  Heme  Bay,  Sandgate, 
Hythe,  with  fishing  views  of  the  River  Stour  at  Grove 

Z'^VI-'  .^"^^  '^^'^^^'^'^'^^l'  River  Medway,  at 

Yalding  Watermgbury,  and  Tonbridge  ;  River  Wey,  at 
Shalford,  and  Military  Canal  at  Sandgate. 


A  MOST  interesting  addition  were  the  slides  showing 
the  action  from  making  the  cast  to  landing  the  fish  in 
surf  fishing  at  Long  Island  from  snapshots  taken  by 
Mr.  F.  P.  Igglesden  while  on  his  American  tour.  A 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  both  to  Mr 
Wade  and  Mr.  F.  Lee,  the  lanternist.  The  following 
took  part  m  the  musical  portion  of  the  programme  •— 
Miss  Nicolls,  Miss  Alma  Brunton,  Mrs.  Cartwright  Mr 
Chas.  Steele,  Mr.  G.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Will  Cartwright' 
and  Mr.  Manning  (piccolo  solo).  Miss  York  and  Mr  c' 
Arrow  were  at  the  piano,  while  Mr.  C.  Cannar  as  M.C. 
had  the  whole  business  well  in  hand.  Host  G  W 
Duck  did  his  level  best  to  attend  to  the  comforts  of  all 
visitorfj,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  such  another 
"happy  evening"  on  April   29,  when  Mr.  Thomas 


nnh^khP^i'^iw^''^ formerly  issued  l,y  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited  St 
A  '  ^'^''ter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 

Ofhee.-A  CATALOQUE  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books  Ilis- 
tories,  and  Indian  Goveinment  Publications  can  be  had  on 
£11)2^1  iCtit'ion  0 
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Crumplen  will  give  his  illustrated  lantern  lecture 
entitled,  "  Prom  Fleet-street  to  the  East  Coast,  With 
Notes  by  the  Way." 


The  go-ahead  Stockwell  Anglers  had  quite  a  jovial 
and  most  successful  evening  at  the  Horns  Hotel 
Kennington,  on  Tuesday  night.  Their  president,  Sir 
Robert  Mowbray,  M.P.  for  the  division,  made  a 
capital  chairman,  with  Mr.  _W.  L.  Haydon,  L.C.C., 
and  ]\Ir.  Austin  Clarke  as  vice-chairmen.  Needless 
to  say,  the  annual  dinner  in  such  capital  hands  was 
sure  to  go  with  a  swing.    The  usual  loyal  toasts  and 

buccess  to  the  Stockwell"  were  duly  honoured,  that 
of  the  "  Ciiairman "  being  received  with  musical 
honours.  "  The  Press,"  given  by  Mr.  T.  Lucas,  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Hartnoll.  Capital  singing  was 
rendered  during  the  toasts  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
VY.  Eyke, 


Eleven  Brighton    Anglers,    whose  headquarters 
are  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Queen's-road,  weighed 
in    some    nice    fish    during    last    season.  Here 
are  the  items Mr.  G.   Hall,  roach,   lib.  lOJoz. 
l  b.  ejoz.,  lib.  12J0Z.,  lib.  9Joz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  13oz. 
l  b.  7oz.,  lib  8ioz.,  lib.  7foz.,  lib.  8Joz.,  lib.  8Joz. 
l  b.  G|oz.,  2  b.  2ioz.,  lib.  VJoz:,  lib.  7Joz..  lib.  ll|oz. 
lib.  GJoz. ;  dace,  8oz.    Mr.  G.  Pain,  roach,  lib.  9ioz 
lib.  lOioz.,  21b.  OJoz. ;  bream,  31b.  14ioz.,  31b  9ioz  ■' 
dace,  8oz.    Mr.  Chilcott,  roach,  lib.  12oz.,  lib  6oz' 
Mr.  Doughty,  roach,  lib.  SJoz.,  lib.  Sfoz.,  lib.  6ioz  • 
bream,  41b.  4|oz.     Mr.  Durrant,  roach,  lib.  -8*oz  ' 
lib.  7^oz.,  lib.  8oz. ;  bream,  41b.  9Joz. ;  dace,  8oz 
8oz.,  8oz.,  8Joz.    Mr.  Barber,  roach,  lib.  lOoz  Mr' 
Sickelmore,   roach,   lib.   15^z.  ;    dace,   8Joz  Mr' 
Saunders,  roach,  lib.  7ioz.,  lib. .  6oz.,  lib  12ioz 
lib.  8^oz.,  lib.  8ioz.,  lib.  iO^oz.,  lib.  llf-oz.,  llb.6ioz!,' 
lib.  lloz.,  lib.  9ioz.  ;  dace,  8;Voz.,  8ioz.    Mr.  Parlett, 
roach,  lib.  8Joz.    Mr.  Dell,  roach,  lib.  8joz.,  lib.  6oz 
lib.  lO^oz.,  lib.  8oz.    Mr.  Worster,  roach,  lib.  7^oz.  ' 

■  

The  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  hold  their  annual 
concert  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on 
Saturday,  April  20.  A  splendid  array  of  talent  has 
been  engaged,  and  a  very  successful  evening  is  antici- 
pated. Mr.  Louis  Chaplais  will  occupy  the  vice- 
chair,  while  at  the  invitation  of  the  Lychno's  I  hope 
to  preside.  Tickets  and  bills  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  hon.  secretarv,  at  The  Ben  Jonson 
Shoe-lane,  E.G.  "  ' 


.The  Mick  arrived  home  very  late  the  other  evening, 
and  all  through  supper  the  wife  was  doing  her  best  to 
express  her  precise  opinion  of  him.  Mick  stood  it  for 
a  while  and  then  he  suddenly  blurted  out,  "For 
goodness  sake,  my  dear,  shut  yer  mouth  and  eat  your 
fish." 


In  the  servants'  hall  at  Windsor  Castle  there  used 
to  hang  an  old  black-lettered  document,  prescribing 
"  Twelve  Good  Rules,  found  in  the  Study  of  Charles  I., 
of  Blessed  Memory."  They  were:  "Profane  no  Divine 
Ordinances.  Touch  no  State  matters:  Urge  no  healths. 
Pick  no  quarrels.  Maintain  no  ill  opinions.  Encourage 
no  vice.  Repeat  no  grievances.  Reveal  no  secrets. 
Make  no  comparisons.  Keep  no  bad  company.  Make 
no  long  meals.  Lay  no  wagers.  These  rules  observed 
will  maintain  thy  peace  and  everlasting  gain."  These 
twelve  rules  are  shorter  than  the  Ten  Commandments, 
and  might,  with  advantage,  be  "  hung  up "  in  any 
servants'  hall. 


A_  coreespondent  sends  to  the  Drapers'  Becord  a 
tem'pting  letter  received  by  him  from  a  native  mer- 
chant on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa :  "I  avail  the 
opportunity  in  alluding  you  those  few  encomiums," 
says  this  gentleman,  "  to  indulge  you  that  your  name 
has  been  highly  recommended  to  me  by  a  sincere 
lover  of  mine  here  that  you  are  very  good  and  extra- 
ordinary merchants  in  Europe.  But  before  j'ou  can 
do  good  enough  to  me  in  meantime  to  send  me  a  very 
large  asisortment  of  samples,  beads,  woollen,  cotton 
yarns,  to  enable  me  to  send  in  my  new  orders.  I 
conclude  with  my  ten  thousand  kisses  and  prodigious 
greeting  to  you  all."  "  Prodeegious,"  certainly, 
especially  if  the  "  native  merchant"  should  turn  out 
to  be  (Anny)  Dominie  Sampson  ! 

One  evening  recently  there  arKved  an  invitation  to 
be  present  at  the  Stamford-street  Schools.  On  look- 
ing at  the  programme  the  most  prominent  item  was 
"Florizel  and  Iris:  a  Fairy  Play."  What  did  it 
mean  ?  Is  fishing  fairy  play  ?  No  ;  it  was  the  annual 
fete  of  the  young  ladies  who  are  fortunate  in  having 
for  their  schoolmistress  such  an  accomplished  lady  as 
Miss  Pike.  The  "play"  was  to  me  an  eye-opener, 
and  the  musical  drill,  with  banners,  wreaths,  dumb- 
bells, scarves,  &c.,  by  the  corps  de  ballet,  amongst 
whom  were  Mesdames  Daisy  {la  reine),  A.iice,  Lilian, 
Maude,  Ethel,  Ettie,  Gertie,  and  Dora,  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  tlie  fathers  and  friends  of  anglers.  Don't 
forget.  Miss  Pike,  that  it  is  now  the  close  season,  and 
you  may  rest  on  your  laurels  for  the  next  few  months. 

Dhagnet. 
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pFovitieial  M(^\m^  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Wednesday  mm-ning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthlv  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  i 
Society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  21,  . 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms,  Smitlifield.    Mr.  T.  Coles  ( 
presided.    The  meeting  was  well  attended.    Two  cases  ■ 
requiring  relief- was  gone  into,  and  after  hearing  the 
■circumstances  one  guinea  was  granted  in  each  case  i 
for  the  requirements  of  each  applicant.    The  matter 
of  the  annual  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
society  was  discussed  at  some  length,  but  it  was 
finally  decided  to  hold  a  two  nights'  concert  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Suow-hill,  at  a  time  suitable  to  IMr. 
White.    In  the  past  these  concerts  have  been  very 
successful,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  but  what 
the  forthcoming  concerts  will  beat  all  past  records. 
The  fish  section  at  the  Bingley  Hall  Exhibition  will, 
during  the  ensuing  twelve  weeks,  be  a  great  attrac- 
tion. "The  cases  of  specimen  fish  so  far  have  been 
very  much  admired,  and  the  collection  on  the  whole, 
-from  a  coarse  fisherman's  poiut  of  view,  is  the  best  that 
has  been  got  together.    The  prizes  have  not  yet  been 
awarded,  but  a  complete  list  of  the  prizes  will  be  made 
known   next  week.    Previous   to   the   close  season 
coming  on  some  very  good  roach  and  perch  were  taken 
from  the  canal  at  Stoke  Golding,  and  some  very  good 
roach  were  tiiken  from  the  canal  near  to  Barton  and 
Walton.    Trout  fishing  on  the  Severn"  is  very  much 
off.    So  far  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  fish,  and  it  is 
not  worth  the  cost  of  the  railway  fare  in  going  to  the 
water  in  any  part  in  search  of  sport.   In  fact,  during  the 
past  year  or  so  trout  fishing  on  the  Severn  is  not  worth 
the  shilling  licence,  and  if  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
do  not  do  something  in  the  near  future  to  restock  the 
river  either  with  game  or  coarse  fish,  the  number  of 
licences  that  they  have  on  hand  will  have  to  bo  con- 
fined to  the  waste  paper  basliet.    Some  of  the  societies 
connected  with  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
are  making  rapid  progress,  and  the  number  of  members 
that  they  are  making  goes  to  show  that  they  are  very 
much  alive  to   the   interests  and   requirements  of 
the  Association ;   in  some  instances   some  of  the 
small  clubs  have  more  than  doubled  their  strength 
and    as    a    consequence    their  financial  prospects 
are  all  that  could  be  desired.      Special  meetings 
are  being    held    at    all   the   clubs    in    order  to 
make  the    necessary    arrangements    for  concerts, 
etc.    Some  very  peculiar  reports  have  appeared  in  the 

-  Birmingham  papers  of  late  re  the  fishing  to  be 
obtained  on  the  Avon  in  the  Pershore  and  Delford 
district,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  large 
meadows  at  Pershore  will  be  open  for  contests 
during  the  forthcoming  season,  and  that  every 
information  concerning  the  same  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  J.  Knight,  of  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Pershore. 
Fishing  of  all  descriptions  is  at  a  discount,  so  far  as 
the  weather  is  concerned ;  we  have  had  rain,  snow, 
and  now  we  are  in  for  a  good  hard  frost.  Under  these 
conditions  no  one  has  been  out,  and  all  that  remains 
is  for  the  anglers  to  meet  at  the  clubs  and  have  a 
chat  of  what  is  about  to  take  place  in  the  future. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wintry  in  this  district 
since  the  advent  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  that  little 
sport  has  been  anticipated  in  any  quarter ;  and  during 
the  present  week  it  has  been  very  severe  with  heavy 
falls  of  snow  and  hard  frosts,  consequently  angling 
operations  have  been  out  of  the  question  so  far ;  yet 
at  the  end  of  last  week  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  were 
secured  in  various  parts  of  the  river  Hull  and  Driffield 
Canal,  but  few  of  them  reached  lib.  each  in  weight. 
A  Driffield  angler  whilst  minnow  fishing  for  trout  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  a  good  pike  of  131b.  on  fine  tackle, 
and  another  was  taken  in  a  similar  manner  that  scaled 
81b.  the  same  day;  and  as  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
■  Board's  bye-laws  allow  pike  to  be  taken  in  these 
waters  all  the  year  round  they  were  retained.  We 
have  lost  in  this  district  a  much  respected  member 

-  of  the  gentle  art,  and  graceful  wielder  of  the 
trout  rod  in  the  late  Mr.  E.  C.  Twist,  Hull 
stipendiary  magistrate,  who  departed  this  life  at  his 
residence  at  Beverley  on  Friday  evening  last 
(March  22).— Codling  fishing  is  reported  very  good  on 
the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  Humber,  at  Stalling- 
borough  and  Killingholme,  and  some  tidy  fish  have 
been  secured  at  Paull,  on  the  Yorkshire  side,  and  if 
this  weather  should  continue  sport  amongst  this  class 
of  fish  should  be  good  on  the  foreshores  of  the  docks 
and  promenades  at  Hull,  for  they  are  fairly  plentiful 
in  most  parts  of  the  river.  The  Old  Sculcoates 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  the  other 
evening  at  their  headquarters,  and  presented  the  annual 
prizes,  Mr.  .1.  Sugden  being  the  recipient  of  the  club's 
gold  medal  for  most  points  in  the  matches  during  the 
past  season  ;  and  at  the  St.  George's  Angling  Asso- 
ciation's annual  smoker,  which  will  take  place  on 
Monday  evening,  Mr.  Thomas  Chester,  the  president, 
will  be  presented  with  that  cljih's  gold  medal  for  1900. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helen's  anglers  have  fixed  on  April  18  as  the 
date  of  their  annual  re-union,  to  be  held  at  head- 
quarters. This  is  always  a  great  night  at  St.-  Helen's 
the  ladies  making  a  special  effort  to  be  present  and 
assist.  The  Chorley  and  District  centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  have  had  a  dinner 
to  celebrate  the  formation  of  the  centre.^  Mr. 
,J.  G.  Newton  presided.  The  membership  is  137. 
Our  streams  are  suffering  from  the  severity  of  the 
weather.  Nothing  is  to  hand  of  any  fishing  m  the 
Wyre.  In  the  Lune  angling  is  off  altogether,  but  the 
conservators  have  slaughtered  thirty  more  pike.  News 
from  the  Ribble  is  also  very  scarce.  From  Warrington 
the  reports  notify  one  continuous  tale  of  success,  and 
they  are  now  even  in  a  better  c()ndition  than  at  any 
previous  period  of  their  history,  and  more  united. 
Sooner  or  later  the  old  question  of  the  travelling  card 
to  obtain  railway  privileges  will  have  to  be  seriously 
considered.  The  progress  of  Liverpool  as  an  angling 
centre  is  very  marked.  Within  a  few  years  some  half 
score  of  clubs  have  been  formed,  and  all  have  very 
substantial  membership  rolls. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Bank  of  England  Angling  Society  are  noted  for 
an  important  meeting  on  April  1.  Mr.  F.  Starkie 
asks  for  a  full  attendance  of  members  to  receive  their 
travelling  cards.  The  Weaste  Angling  Society  wound 
up  the  last  financial  year  on  March  25,  and  started 
upon  their  summer  programme  by  electing  a  fresh 
executive.  They  are  open  for  a  few  members,  and 
the  season  promises  to  be  a  very  successful  one.  The 
weekly  report  from  the  BoUiu  says,  "  River  now  m 
very  good  order,  26th,  but  owing  to  cold  east  winds, 
very  few  rods  ventured  out.  A  few  fish  have  been 
taken,  which  points  to  good  sport  when  the  warmer 
weather  comes  and  more  flies  get  on  the  water.  On 
Monday  last  the  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  received 
a  consignment  of  500  roach,  perch,  and  bream  for  their 
private  waters  at  Blackley.  The  fish  were  on  the  small 
side,  but  no  doubt  in  a  fresh  water  will  thrive  wonder- 
fully. Mr.  A.  C.  de  Boinville  ("  Sam  O'Fario  ")  has  been 
angling  at  Dog  Shows  lately  with  marked  success. 
With  his  "Snakes  Prince,"  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  he  has  secured  fifteen  firsts,  seven  medals,  six 
cups,  and  other  specials,  also  two  championships.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board 
was  held  in  Manchester  on  the  22nd,  ■  and  proved 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  All  the  executive 
were  re-elected,  and  thanked  for  their  past  services. 
The  past  year  has  been  the  most  successful  so  far  since 
the  Fishery  was  inaugurated.  The  Board  have  not 
done  as  much  stocking  as  they  intended,  being  dis- 
appointed in  deliveries  after  contracting  several  months 
since.  'Our  city  rods  who  went  to  Warrington  on  Satur- 
day last  will  remember  their  visit  with  great  pleasure. 
The  official  and  courteous  reception  by  the  local 
association  was  an  item  tending  to  promote  a  lasting 
good  feeling. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

With  weather  like  we  are  now  having  here  the 
prospect  of  a  pleasant  opening  to  the  trout  season  is 
very  poor.  To-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  been  extremely 
cold,  and  there  is  quite  an  inch  of  snow  on  the  ground. 
No  doubt  some  good  sport  may  be  obtained  even 
during  a  snowstorm,  but  it  does  not  seem  like  fly 
fishing  in  such  weather.  Here  at  any  rate  we  look 
upon  this  as  a  sport  for  warm  weather.  One  or  two 
anglers  have  held  out  the  pike  season  to  the  end  of 
this  month,  and  one  party  got  fourteen  pike,  largest 
91b.,  on  Saturday  the  23rd  inst. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Bitterly  cold  weather  prevails,  and  snow  has  fallen 
freely  at  intervals.  The  Trent,  however,  keeps  low 
and  clear,  and  very  shortly  both  perch  and  pike  will 
be  found  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Salmon  have 
been  showing  at  Beeston  and  Cavendish  Bridge, 
and  as  soon  as  more  genial  weather  sets  in,  members 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society  are  pretty  certain 
to  give  them  a  trial  on  their  Shardlow  section. 
On  Tuesday  (March  26)  some  grand  stock  trout  were 
turned  into  the  fishery  by  the  executive  of  the  society. 
They  were  specially  carted  from  the  Milton  Hatchery. 
Other  consignments  are  to  follow  from  the  same 
source.  The  question  of  the  pollution  of  the  upper 
Trent  has  received  the  attention  of  the  Burton-on- 
Trent  Town  Council  in  a  practical  form.  At  their  last 
meeting  they  decided  to  spend  over  £40,000  in  dealing 
with  the  sewage  of  the  district  before  it  directly 
passed  into  the  river.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  one  that  all  classes  of  anglers  will 
cordially  appreciate.  Trout  fishing  on  the  local 
tributaries  has  not,  so  far,  begun  in  earnest. 

FROM  SOUTH  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

There  seems  no  prospect  at  present  of  trout  fishermen 
1  being  able  to  make  a  start  in  the  southern  part  of 
1  Lincolnshire.  The  weather  this  week  has  been  icy 
■  cold— almost  colder,  in  fact,  than  at  any  period  of  the 
L  winter.  Snow  has  fallen  heavily,  and  severe  night 
,  frosts  have  prevailed!  Under  such  circumstances  it 
.    is  not  surprising  that  everything  is  very  backward. 


Nevertheless,  the  trout  streams  are  reported  to  be  in 
capital  condition,  and  a  spell  of  warm  weather  would 
undoubtedly  sec  the  sport  successfully  inaugurated. 
Anglers  who  have  access  to  private  waters  are  still 
wielding  the  trolling  rod  with  satisfactory  results. 
Pike  are  feeding  ravenously,  and  several  big  fish  have 
been  killed.  c3no  captured  in  a  private  lake  in  the 
Sleaford  district  weighed  161b. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  so  intensely  cold  this  week 
that  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  those  were 
glad  to  get  back  home.  Although  the  sun  has  been 
shining  brightly  parts  of  most  days,  an  icy  strong 
wind  has  been  blowing  from  the  'iiorth-east,  and 
snow  storms  frequent  with  sharp  frosts  at  nights, 
a  condition  of  things  not  conducive  to  sport  or 
the  comfort  of  the  angler.  A  few  fish  were  hooked, 
but  only  a  brace-and-half  brought  homo,  and  those 
far  from  being  in  good  condition.  Salmon 
fishing  has  not  been  brisk  this  week,  still  the 
nets  have  taken  a  few  good  fish,  and  prices  still  run 
high.  Cases  of  illegal  fishing  have  been  reported  to 
the  executive  of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association,  but  they  cannot  take  action  in  the  matter, 
the  cases  having  occurred  in  water  over  which  they 
have  no  control ;  but  should  anything  of  the  kind 
happen  in  those  portions  of  the  Severn  that  have  been 
leased  to  them,  prosecutions  will  immediately  follow, 
the  water  being  strictly  watched.  As  it  is  now  known 
that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have  no  water-bailiff 
on  the  river  for  so  miny  miles,  illegal  fishing  will  be 
sure  to  take  place. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  bottom  fishermen  angling  for  pike,  roach,  dace, 
chub,  etc.,  finished  up  the  season  on  March  15,  when 
some  nice,  pike  were  caught,  and  fairly  good  reckonings 
up  appear  to  have  been  credited  to  many  anglers  at 
the  close  of  the  season.  There  has  been  a  bad  start 
with  mjst  on  account  of  the  bitterly  cold  weather, 
which  has  been  remindful  of  mid-winter  rather 
than  of  the  opening  days  of  "gentle  spring,"  the 
ethereal  mildness  which  one  of  ,  the  poets  has 
associated  with  its  return  being  held  back  by  the 
rao^e  of  the  north-easters.  In  spite  of  the  adverse 
conditions  several  anglers  turned  out,  and  reported 
moderate  sport,  with  rivers  in  fairly  good  condition, 
and  prospects  "not  too  rosy."  The  opening  day  on 
Scalby  Beck  (Soarbarough)  proved  very  successful, 
and  the  trout  were  found  to  be  in  capital  condition. 
The  committee  of  the  Derwent  Anglers'  Club  recently 
put  in  two  thousand  yearlings  from  Mr.  Hackness's 
pond.  On  the  Wharfe  and  other  principal  streams, 
the  Waterhen  Bloa,  Water  Brown,  Woodcock, 
Orange  Yellow  Brown,  with  Tinsel,  Red  Clock, 
and  "Light  and  Dark  Snipes,  have  been  used  for 
trout  fishing  during  the  wiutry  weather.  Five 
hundred  yearling  trout,  granted  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  reached  Leeming-laue  Station  recently 
in  grand  condition  from  the  Wyrosdale  Fisheries 
at  Scorton,  in  Lancashire.  The  Black  Ox  Angling 
Club,  who  received  them,  had  a  portion  of  them  put 
into  the  Beck  immediately  below  Leeming  Lock, 
another  portion  into  the  stream  just  above  the  lock, 
and  the  remainder  near  to  Green's  plantation.  A 
"  mammoth  "  pike,  for  the  narrow  waters  of  the  Foss, 
was  caught  the  other  day  in  the  river  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Dodds,  of  the  Sportsman  Angling  Society,  whilst 
fishing  just  below  Huntington,  near  York.  The  fish 
weighed  lllb.,  was  32in.  in  length  and  ITJin.  in  girth. 
It  was  in  splendid  condition. 


■glofes  from  f^e  ICorf^. 

The  rivers  are  getting  small  and  clear,  and  the 
temperature  down  to  near  freezing  point.  The  water 
has  been  so  cold  that  without  extra  protection  wading 
has  been  anything  like  the  comfortable  thing  it  usually 
is  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Mrs.  Farley  is  to  retain  the  Cairnton  water  for 
herself  and  friend,  which  she  and  her  late  husband 
fished  together  for  fifteen  years. 

The  Marchioness  of  Huntly  is  at  Abo}-ne  Castle,  and 
has  been  joined  by  the  Marquis  for  some  spring  angling, 
while  their  case  proceeds  in  the  Court  of  Session. 

Mr.  Pyper  has  been  making  fairly  good  baskets  on 
the  Ugie,  and  the  finnock  this  year  are  finnock  and  no 
mistake;  not  one  under  Jib.,  and  mostly  all  over  lib. 
in  weight.  Nine  or  ten  such  fish  make  a  tidy  basket 
of  which  anyone  might  be  proud. 

Colonel  Ferguson  Pitfour  drew  "first  blood"  on  the 
Ugie  last  week  in  a  nice  little  salmon  of  5ilb.  On  a 
13  feet  trouting-rod  such  fish  give  grand  sport. 

The  Conon  continues  to  vield  good,  nay,  even  grand, 
sport.    Lady  Grey  had  two  of  9ilb.  and  81b.  on  two 
days  last  week,  while  Sir  Edward  Grey  had  three  of 
8ilb.,  9lb.  and  9^lb.,  and  Mr.  V.  Watney  four  from 
I  I'llh.  to  121b. 
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BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  r^owest  Ca.sli  Px>ices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIESrX/rpe7~doz. 
FINE,  MEDIUIvrANDSTRONC  CASTS, 

4d.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  eaeh.  All  Sizes  in  Stock 
AMERICAN  .  .  . 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS, 

rrom  6/6  to  95/-  each. 


GUINEA  SPECIALITIES— 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops 
9ft.,  9hft.,  Wft.,  Wift.,  Tift,  and 
12  ft.,  Snathe  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp   21s 

Best  Finisli  PIKE  ROD,  Pliosplior  Bronze 
Rings,  2  Tops   2Is. 


BOTTOM  &  SPINNING 
RODS, 


a/S,  3  6,  s 


■7/-,  8/-  and  lo/- 


89,  9o, 


CATALOGUES  post  free. 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 
XOT    &  103, 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON.  E.C. 


Teleffrnphic  Adflress,  " FISTIIXG." 


TelepUouc,  SOU. 

HENRY  WHITTY 

At-       ^  .  ^  Only  Address— 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL 

Maker  of  II uj„.,l„.s..  iwns  ..,.„  TtCKir  tor    vT  ^^^"^^^^ 
ORDERS    THR^UGH^ST    HAVE    MY    PERSONAL  ATTENTION. 

Every  Variety  of  Rods  made  to^rdei^^    OuTperfeetion  ^m.^p  d,.h  • 
two  pieces,  from  15s.  to  30s.,  with  S?are  tS?  jSint 

WADING  REQUISITES.    TROUSERS.    STOCKINGS  AND  BROGUES. 

Fishing  Jackets  in  Great  Variety. 

OUR  CELEBRATETCLASSnvilNNOW  TRAPS 

 '"eluding  postage,  from  4/-  smallest,  to  5 /-  largest  size.  ' 

^fnX""^'  f'^^'  '^^"^h'  R°^ch,  Carp,  Dace  I 

Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c,  supplied  by  ' 

THOMAS  FORD, 

Manor  Fishery^  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE~^FOR~EARLY  DELIVERY. 
N.B.- SPECIAL    LINES  TrsTnRAvr  RAINBOWS, 


MALCOM  &  GO. 

(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE.) 

INVENTORS  OF  THK  1 

TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERs) 

COMBINATION  BOOTS. 


liNVENTORS  OF  THE 


"FEATHERWEIGHT"  FISHING  STOCKING, 


3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


(Near  Cliariii^  C'russ.) 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 
LONDON:     SAMP.SON    LOWr~MARSTON^~COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


5CRIBNER'5 
MAGAZINE 

No.  172.  APRIL,  1901.  Price  Is 
The  Southern  Mountaineer.  By 

.r(iHN  Fox,  .IR.    Drawiii},'s  by  .lui.ES  Gii^iHiN 
from  plioti«ruiilis  ill  the  collection  of  K.  C 
Kallard-Tlii  iistoii,  of  Loirisville,  Ky. 

The  Union  and  Billy  BelL  B^ 

K,onKKT  Al.sToM  Stevk.nson.  Ilhistratioi 
by  <'.  W.  Hawthohnk. 

Three  Death-Masks.     Poem.  Bv 

Maiuu  KiUTK  iMkrinoton.  Decorations  by 
.  HKMiV  MC(.',M<TKIl. 

Skipoer.   BEING  THE  BIOGRAPHY 

Oil' A  BLUE  KIBBONER.  By  SEWELI,  FOIUV 
Illnstrations  by  FuEDElilo  DoRR  Stkei,], 
rt'prorlneed  in  colonrs. 

A  Day  with  a  Tramp.    Walter  a 

WvcKoKF,  Antbor  of  " I'be  Workers." 
To  Sixteen.    Poem.    Chables  Henr\' 

W'EliH. 

I  Two  Centres  of  Moorish  Art.  By 

El. WIN  LuRb  Weeks.  Illnstrations  by  the 
antbor. 

Nausieaa.    By  Arthur  Colton. 

The  Stage  Reminiscences  of  Mrs 

Gilbert,  in.- By  Anne  Hartley  Gilbert 
Edited  by  Charlotte  M.  Martin.  (Cdn- 
flddcd.)  Illnstrations  from  photographs  in 
the  collections  of  Evert  Jansen  Wendell 
Ks((.,  and  Mrs.  Gilbert. 
Cordes.  By  Ernest  C.  Peixotto.  With 
the  anthor's  drawings. 

The  Marvels  of  Science.    A  DIA 

LOGUE  BETWEEN  A  YOUNG  WOMAN 
AND  A  PHONOGRAPH.  By  GEOJfGE  HlH- 
kari).   Illnstration  by  Howard  Chandler 

I'HUISTY. 

The  Play.  Poem.  H.  Arthur  Powell 
The  Last  Laugh.  MORE  adven 

TURES  OF  THE  AMATEUR  CRACK.S 
MAN.  By  E.  W.  HoENUNO.  Illustrations 
by  ¥.  C.  YOHN. 

Union  Square.  Poem. 

A  Chase  Overnight.    A  Sea  story 

By  .Tames  B.  Connolly.     Illnstrations  by 

I.  VV.  TABEI! 

To  a  Russian  Samovar.   Poem.  By 

.loHN  Cai>.mi:.s.  Illnstration  by  Henry  Hutt, 

The  Point  of  View. 
The  Field  of  Art.    By  Will  H.  Low. 

LONDON  : 

SASIPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd., 
■Si.  Dunntan's  Uoum, 
Fetter  Lank,  Fleet  .street,  E.C. 


LINES    IN  GRAYLING, 
AND  CARP. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

_  "This  most  nseful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautifnl  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching."— Gazette  ° 
Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending:2/6  in  stamns 

to  SAMP.SON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  liS 

St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E  C.' 


CLOTH!  BINDING  CASES  I 

  FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

can  be  had  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d.  , 
Half-yearly   volumes   can    also  be 
obtained,  price  Ss.  6d. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Zhc  ^xQbiwQ  (Basettc, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Proprietors — 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  HouBe,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


THE 


NINETEENTH 
CENTURY 

AND  AFTER. 

No.  290.         APRIL,  1901.    Price  2s.  6d. 

I-  OUR  LAST  TIFIORT  FOR  A  VOLUN- 
TARY ARMY; 

(1)  A  CIVILIAN  VIEW.  By  HeNRV 
BIRCIIENOUGH. 

(2)  A  MILITARY  VIEW.  By  Major- 
Genei'al  FRANK  S.  R^^.^SHLL,  C  M.G. 

II.  SOME   SUaGESTIONS   FOR  ARMY 
REFORM; 

(1)  MILTIARY  TRAINING  .SCHOOLS 
FOR  LADS.  By  the  Riglit  Hon.  Sir 
HERBERT  MAXWELL.  Bart..  M.P. 
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The  Duke  of  Fife,  among  other  antiquities,  is 
iencling  to  the  Glasgow  Exhibition  the  salmon  rod  of 
Macpherson,  the  freebooter,  as  also  his  sword,  with 
which  he  so  successfully  defended  himself  from 
capture,  till  it  was  one  day  surreptitiously  made  away 
«rith  while  ha  was  running  a  salmon  on  the  Dee,  and 
JO  he  was  left  defenceless. 


The  returns  from  the  nets  have  been  falling  off. 
The  first  or  spring  rim  of  fish  is  now  exhausted,  and 
till  the  April  fish  come  away  there  will  be  no  great 
run  of  salmon  going  into  the  rivers. 

The  wholesale  price  of  salmon  went  up  to  2s.  6d. 
per  lb.  in  Aberdeen  last  week.  Several  Tweed  buyers 
are  on  the  spot,  and  tend  to  keep  things  brisk.  The 
local  netsmen  have  about  four  times  the  money  returns 
that  they  had  at  the  end  of  March  last  year,  which, 
however,  was  the  worst  on  record. 


Sea  trout  and  finnock  angling  is  now  at  its  best. 
Such  beauties  we  have  seldom  seen.  The  March 
Brown  and  Lord  Saltoun  were  the  taking  flies  last 
week.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  T.  B, 
Bates  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  secre- 
tary read  a  report  from  the  society's  agent  at  South- 
end. Mr.  Tucker  suggested  large  cockroaches  as  bait 
for  pollack.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
and  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patteeson,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Theee  was  little  angling  news  of  interest  related  at 
Monday's  meeting.  Some  of  the  members  had  been 
to  the  Colne,  but  sport  had  been  dull.  A  discussion 
came  about  as  to  why  roach  would  not  feed  in  the 
winter  months  in  the  Colne  and  Kennet,  but  no  satis- 
factory solution  of  the  problem  was  vouchsafed. 
Roach  fishing  closes  at  Uxbridge  on  the  31st,  and 
trouting  with  the  fly  begins  on  that  water  and  on  the 
Kennet  also  on  April  1st.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
whether  any  of  the  rainbows  which  were  placed  by  the 
society  in  the  Kennet  in  the  "  Three  Fields  "  portion 
of  the  river  will  reappear,  or  whether  they  will  be 
caught  down  by  Aldermaston.  Mrs.  Baxter's  new 
house  at  Newbury,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  furnishers, 
and  is  rapidly  approaching  completion  in  this 
department.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


As  might  reasonably  be  expected  very  few  members 
had  ventured  out  fishing;  just  prior  to  last  Tuesday's 
meeting  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Hicks  saving  the  situation 
by  reports  of  fish  taken  at  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Gill  was 
the  more  fortunate  taking  sixteen  fish  including  some 
roach  of  over  lib",  each.  The  society's  stocking  box 
was  largely  in  evidence.  One  gentleman  was  nomi- 
nated for  membership..  I  have  received  a  from 
Chesham  that  none  of  the  trout  placed  in  the  stream 
a  week  since  have  been  seen,  so  we  may  assume  they 
are  all  alive  and  well.  Mr.  C.  S.  Bently  read  a 
paper  on  "  All  Fools'  Day."  This  paper,  which 
proved  most  instructive  as  well  as  entertaining  was 
written  chiefly  to  try  and  discover  the  origin  of 
the  custom  peculiar  to  April  1,  and  this  seems  to  have 
been  the  outcome  of  festivals  held  previous  to  the 
Christian  Era,  at  which  it  was  usual  to  give  presents, 
and  sometimes  those  given  and  received  were  pur- 
posely absurd  to  make  fun.  Such  festivals  were  held 
at  different  times  of  the  year,  many  of  them  being 
astronomical,  such  as  the  feasts  in  celebration  of  the 
planets  in  the  signs  of  the  Zodiac,  the  Roman 
Saturnalial  and  others  celebrating  the  coming  of 
spring,  which  became  merged  until  April  1  was 
looked  upon  as  the  day  for  the  merry 
making.  There  were  many  suppositions  as  to 
the  reasons  for  the  custom,  such  as  that  of  Noah,  who 
sent  out  his  birds  long  before  the  Flood  had  subsided, 
and  none  gave  satisfactory  conclusion,  so  that  in  the 
observance  and  carrying  out  these  customs  we  make 
fools  of  ourselves.  Reference  was  made  to  other  fools, 
Carlyle's  well-known  statement,  and  the  claimant  who 
is  stated  to  have  remarked  that  a  fool  is  born  every 
minute,  and,  thank  God,  some  of  them  live.  In  France 
there  is  a  stigma  on  anyone  associated  with  fishing,  a 
very  remarkable  thing,  seeing  how  fond  the  French  are 
as  a  nation,  not  only  of  fish  as  a  food,  but  of  fishing 
too.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Mr.  Bentley  for 
this  paper  and  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  who  presided. 
A  special  general  meeting,  as  called,  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  next,  April  2, 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Maxwell  J.  Boyle,  co.  Gavan. — You  should  get 
Ronald's  "  Fly  Fishers'  Entomology."  Messrs.  Farlow 
&  Co.  can  supply  it. 

"  Aed  Choelie  "  should  communicate  with  Tom 
Sommerville,  Practical  Angler,  Kilbride,  Clonbur,  co. 
Galway.   


CoiTcsponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

AN  ENGLISH  FISH  BREEDER'S  EXPERI- 
ENCES OF  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Deae  Sie, — .Judging  from  the  numerous  enquiries  I 
am  receiving  about  the  habits  of  Salmo  irideus,  the 
following  lines  should  interest  some  of  your  readers — 
perhaps  save  them  the  expense  of  stocking  unsuitable 
water,  and  encourage  the  turning  down  of  rainbow 
trout  in  places  where  they-  are  pretty  sure  to  give  a 
good  account  of  themselves. 

Rainbows  placed  in  English  rivers  as  yearlings 
have  been  caught  the ;  following  season  weighing  up  to 
16oz.,  but  of  the  large  number  turned  down  only 
a  few  fish  are  eventually  captured  when  three- 
year-olds;  the  majority  after  their  first  spawn- 
ing disappear.  Last  year  I  examined  five  rainbows 
taken  from  an  unfenced  stream,  and  in  every  case  the 
trout  were  barren;  had  these  fish  been  breeders,  I 
believe  they  would  have  made  off  for  salt  water  soon 
after  leaving  the  redds,  and  although  acclimatiza- 
tion may  eventually  cause  rainbows  to  alter  their 
habits,  I  do  not  at  present  advise  stocking  any  of  our 
open  waters  with  hand-fed  rainbows. 

The  rainbows  recently  turned  into  the  Thames  by 
Major  Terry  were  grown  from  the  yearling  stage  to 
that  of  twelve  inch  two-year-olds,  in  a  lake  where  they 
had  no  hand-feeding  at  all,  but,  as  their  size  proclaims, 
plenty  of  natural  food,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  these 
trout,  brought  up  amid  natural  surroundings,  had  a 
better  chance  of  prospering  in  the  Thames  than  their 
ordinary  hand-fed  brethren,  and  the  experiment  carried 
out  by  the  kindness  of  Major  Terry  and  others  at  a 
small  cost  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
was  at  least  worth  trying  ;  the  fish  when  turned  down 
on  Feb.  5  last  were  nearly  ready  to  spawn. 

To  increase  the  experiment,  Major  Terry  has  accepted 
a  further  consignment  of  twelve  inch  rainbows,  but  in 
this  case  they  will  be  spent  fish  somewhat  recovered 
in  condition,  marked  on  dorsal  fins  and  tails— the 
front  part  of  dorsal  fins  will  be  thickened  and  lower 
side  of  tails  slightly  shortened. 

I  am  trying  like  stocking  in  other  streams  also,  and 
will  report  result  in  your  paper. 

There  are  plenty  of  pieces  of  water  both  small  and 
large  in  this  country  where  hand-fed  rainbows  are  sure 
to  thrive  and  attain  a  good  size.  Almost  any  deepish 
ditch,  guarded  from  sudden  rush  of  floodwater  but 
with  a  permanent  water  supply,  will  serve  for  keeping 
and  growing  rainbow  trout  between  fences,  and  the  fish 
so  kept  will  rise  to  fly  and  give  good  sport  when  hooked. 
Fishing  in  a  ditch  does  not  sound  attractive,  but  if  the 
ditch  holds  running  water  three  feet  or  more  in  depth, 
is  shaded  here  and  there  with  bushes,  and  contains  a 
good  number  of  trout  up  to  21b.  or  31b.  apiece  there 
are  many  anglers  who  would  care  to  try  a  cast  there, 
and  take  a  pleasure  in  successfully  placing  a  fly  on 
the  narrow  strip  of  water,  so  that  only  the  fly  and  very 
little  of  the  gut  cast  was  in  evidence  to  the  trout ;  and 
once  hooked  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  skill  before 
landing  the  rainbow  without  unduly  disturbing  the 
small  fishery. 

To  instance  the  success  of  such  stocking,  I  may  say 
that  one  season  when  rather  overdone  ^with  yearling 
rainbows  I  turned  two  hundred  of  them  into  a 
place  sixty  yards  long  and  only  five  feet  wide  at 
water  level.  I  fed  the  trout  regularly,  and  kept  the 
ditch  perfectly  clean.  In  two  seasons  they  ran  from 
lib.  to  2ilb.  weight  apiece  ;  they  maintained  a  grand 
condition,  rose  well,  and  when  the  wild  brown 
trout  in  the  adjoining  river  were  not  rising  many  a 
passing  fisherman  would  go  to  the  ditch  "just  to  try 
how  those  rainbows  are  coming  on." 

A  narrow  strip  of  water  such  as  here  described  is 
easily  kept  clean,  every  part  of  it  being  within  easy 
reach  of  a  rake,  and  the  fences  at  either  end,  broad  in 
proportion  to  the  width  of  the  water,  do  not  choke 
quickly.  Hand-fed  rainbows,  unlike  fario,  don't  suffer 
from  being  rather  crowded,  and  in  close  quarters  their 
movements  help  to  scour  and  keep  clean  the  bed  of 
their  home.  In  larger  pieces  of  water,  such  as  ponds, 
lakes,  and  reservoirs,  where  hand-feeding  is  not  pro- 
posed, the  question  of  natural  food  is  of  primary  im- 
portance, and  where  there  is  an  abundance  of  natural 
food  other  conditions  are  generally  favourable ;  such 
bits  of  water  must  have  all  outlets  carefully  fenced, 
and  the  spaces  between  the  bars  of  the  giatin^s  made 
as  wide  as  is  compatible  with  the  size  of  the  troui 
inside  the  enclosure.  All  such  gratings  should  be 
moveable,  and  spare  ones  kept  on  hand  to  allow  of 
those  in  use  being  shifted  for  inspection,  change,  and 
repair. 


An  ideal  pond  for  rainbows  would  be  a  large  one, 
deep  in  places  and  supplied  with  springs  powerful 
enough  to  cause  an  overflow ;  the  pond  should  be 
drainable  to  its  lowest  level,  so  that  by  moans  of  a 
low-level  sluice  an  underscour  can  be  started  at  will 
to  draw  off  settlement.  Trees  on  the  margin  of  the 
pond  are  useful  for  shade,  but  large  numbers  a  nuisance 
in  autumn,  when  their  leaves  block  the  outlet  screens 
and  foul  the  water. 

Coarse  fish  are  for  many  reasons  undesirable  in  a 
rainbow  pond,  and  where  pike,  perch,  etc.,  cannot  be 
cleared  out  it  is  of  no  use  to  stock  with  rainbow  trout. 

Water-weed  should  flourish,  but  the  best  sorts  to 
cultivate  and  how  to  keep  them  within  hounds  depends 
very  much  upon  the  nature  of  the  pond  to  be  treated. 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  an 
ordinary  pond  is  the  quick  growth  of  what  is  commonly 
called  flannel-weed.  This  green  stringy  weed  especially 
flourishes  where  the  sun  strikes  on  shallow  water  ;  it 
at  times  rises  to  the  surface  in  immense  quantities, 
then  turns  a  dark  colour  and  dies,  and  when  the  wind 
sets  towards  the  outlet  screen  this  floating  weed  drives 
against  it,  soon  choking  up  the  gratings,  and  if  the 
pond  is  fed  by  a  strong  supply  of  water  quickly  raises  its 
surface  level  to  a  danger  point.  To  prevent  the  outlet 
gratings  from  being  thus  choked,  a  false  screen  should 
be  fixed  some  little  way  in  front  of  them.  The  mesh 
of  the  false  screen  must  be  determined  by  the  amount 
of  water  and  character  of  weed  and,  other  di^bris  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Where  ponds  or  lakes  are  well  stocked  with  pike, 
perch,  eels,  etc.,  the  sale  of  these  coarse  fish  should 
provide  funds  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  materials  used 
for  erecting  gratings,  screens,  etc.,  necessary  to  the 
making  of  a  rainbow  trout  enclosure. — Yours  truly, 
E.  Valentine  Coreie. 
Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 


SEALS  V.  SALMON  IN  THE  BALTIC. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  much  pleasure  in  replying  to 
your  query.  In  our  German  salmon  rivers  we  do  not 
hear  much  about  damage  from  seals  and  otters. 

The  fishermen  on  the  German  coast  of  the  Baltic 
often  complain  that  the  seals  eat  the  salmon  which 
have  been  caught  on  their  lines.  They  set  their  lines 
at  night  and  take  them  up  in  the  morning,  and  they 
then  -often  find  on  each  hook  a  salmon's  head,  the 
bodies  of  the  fish  having  been  eaten  by  seals. — Yours 
truly,  W.  DuNCKER, 

Stettin.  Editor,  German  Fisheries  Gazette. 


A  GOOD  PATTERN  OP  OLIVE  DUN  FOR 
LOCH  LEVEN  WANTED. 

Dear  Sie, — I  am  desirous  of  getting  a  good  pattern 
of  "  Olive,"  more  particularly  for  Loch  Leven.  If  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  send  me  a  pattern,  I 
should  be  greatly  indebted. — Yours  truly. 

Queen-square,  Lancaster.       -         J.  H.  Ievin. 

[Has  Mr.  Irvin  tried  the  pattern  sold  by  Mr.  Malloch 
of  Perth?— Ed.] 


THE  YTHAN  OR  UGIE  END  OF  APRIL, 
Deae  Sie, — Can  you  give  me  any  information  about 
(1)  Whether  in  the  Ythan,  or  Ugie,  the  prospect  of 
sport  will  be  good  up  to  the  last  week  in  April ;  (2) 
Whether  I  want  a  heavier  rod  than  a  twelve  or  fourteen 
foot  trout  rod  for  the  tidal  water,  and  what  are  the 
most  deadly  lures.  Is  the  fishing  in  April  nearly  as 
good  as  in  the  end  of  the  season,  say  from  Sept.  20  to 
end  ?— Yours  truly.  Constant  Readee. 

[Perhaps  "  Special  Scotch  "  will  kindly  answer  this 
query. — Ed.] 

THE  AMERICAN  FRESH  WATER  DOGFISH. 

Deae  Sie, — Your  remarks  on  the  American  fresh 
water  dogfish  are  of  especial  interest  here,  as  one  of 
the  members  of  our  local  angling  society  is  presenting 
a  pickled  specimen  of  the  fish  at  our  next  meeting. 
Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  say  through  the  Gazette 
what  weight  these  fish  usually  attain  ?  I  cannot  find 
any  account  in  books  of  reference  at  present  available, 
so  that  any  information  would  be  extremely  acceptable. 
—Yours  truly,  Richard  H.  Read. 

Hanley,  Staffs. 

[The  following  notes  are  gathered  from  the  New 
York  State  Fisheries  Report:  "The  American  dog- 
fish's spawning  time  varies  from  April  to  June  accord- 
ino-  to  locality.  It  makes  a  nest,  and  the  male  fish 
guards  it  and  "keeps  away  intruders.  The  eggs  hatch 
out  in  about  a  week,  and  in  about  a  week  after  the 
j-oung  fry  are  herded  together  by  the  male  fish,  who 
leads^his  flock  of  young  to  various  points  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  search  of  food.  The  nests,  generally 
circular  in  shape,  are  sometimes  two  feet  deep  and  a 
yard  in  diameter,  formed  of  rushes  with  the  central 
part  cleared  awav,  the  fish  biting  off  the  rushes  with 
its  teeth.  In  fact,  the  nest  of  the  dogfish  is  like  a  big 
bird's  nest  sunk  in  the  water.  In  it  the  eggs  are 
deposited  in  dense  masses.  The  male  acts  as  nurse  and 
guardian  to  the  fry  imtil  they  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves, generallv  for  a  mouth  after  hatching.  The  female 
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sometimes  measures  four  feet  in  length,  and  weighs 
perhaps  301b.  The  male  is  smaller  and  relatively  of 
less  weight.  Very  voracious  rapacious  fisli,  almost  as 
tenacious  of  life  as  the  eel.  The  female  has  an  oval 
black  spot  with  light  coloured  margin  at  top  of  end  of 
body  close  to  tail — the  male  a  similar  spot  only  with 
a  red  ring  round  the  black." — Ed.] 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK. 

Deab  Sir, — With  your  permission  I  should  be  glad 
to  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  publicly  replying  to 
Mr.  Baker's  letter  on  the  above  subject  which  appeared 
in  your  issue  of  March  16.  One  would  imagine  from 
the  lofty  tone  of  Mr.  Baker's  letter  that  he  had,  after 
long  and  thoughtful  consideration,  taken  upon  himself, 
gratuitously,  the  duty  of  protecting  the  public  from 
being  misled  by  reports  which  he  characterises  as 
"extraordinary";  possibly  they  may  be  regarded  in 
that  light  if  one  compares  them  with  the  statements 
contained  'in  his  letter  above  referred  to.  Anvone 
capable  of  intelligently  reading  my  reports,  which  have 
from  time  to  time  appeared  in  your  paper,  and  parti- 
cularly that  of  March  9  (to  which  Mr.  Baker  alludes), 
will,  I  feel  convinced,  bear  out  my  contention  that  the 
report  is  absolutely  and  literally  correct  in  every 
respect,  referring  of  course  to  "  pinkey "  fishing, 
and  therefore  quite  insusceptible  to  the  construction 
Mr.  Baker,  in  his  evident  desire  for  notoriety,  so 
generously  places  upon  the  report  in  question.  The 
other  gratuitous  reflections  he  so  sweepingly,  and  with 
such  an  air  of  superiority,  cast  upon  my  integrity  are 
as  untrue  as  they  are  contemptible,  and  do  credit  only 
to  Mr.  Baker's  fervid  imagination.  I  challenge  him, 
however,  to  prove  that  any  report  furnished  by  me 
contains  records  "which  were  simply  fingerlings 
wormed  out  of  the  unprotected  brooks  by  pot-hunters." 
On  the  contrary,  they  are  reports  based  upon  informa- 
tion obtained,  from  thoroughly  reliable  sources,  and 
are  in  every  way  absolutely  trustworthy — doubtless 
this  may  account  for  the  reports  being,  in  Mr.  Baker's 
opinion,  "extraordinary  1  " — Yours  faithfully, 

Whitby.  J.  Jackson. 


HOW  THE  YORKSHIRE   ESK  WAS  STOCKED 
WITH  SALMON. 

Sir,— My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  criticism  of 
an  article  on  the  Yorkshire  Esk  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  Dec.  1,  1900. 

The  writer  of  that  criticism,  Mr.  Baker,  of  Grosmont, 
appears  to  misunderstand  the  object  of  that  article.  It 
was  written  as  a  retrospect,  and  to  show  by  what 
means  the  river  had  been  converted  from  a  badly- 
stocked  sea  and  bull  trout  river  forty  years  ago  into  a 
well-stocked  salmon  river  to-day. 

The  33rd  and  35th  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Salmon  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales)  returns  the 
number  of  water  bailiffs  as  "  two  permanent,  one  tem- 
porary "  ;  also  i"  all  police  constables  on  beats  on  the 
Esk  and  other  streams  in  the  district  hold  water 
bailiff's  warrants. 

The  extra  bailiffs  from  the  police  reserve  referred  to 
are  not  "phantoms  of  the  imagination,"  but  a  very 
real  factor  in  the  system  of  protection  of  the  river. 
True,  there  may  be  less  need  for  them  to-day,  but  Mr. 
Baker  ignores  the  fact  that  up  to  about  the  time  he 
appeared  cn  the  scene  at  Grosmont  there  was  in  the 
Esk  Valley  a  large  resident  population  of  ironworkers 
and  miners.  From  the  early  sixties,  when  both  Glais- 
dale  and  Grosmont  blast  furnaces  were  in  full  swing,  un- 
til the  closing  of  the  latter,  in  or  about  1893,  there  would 
be  from  one  thousand  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
hands  employed.  Most  of  these  and  their  families 
migrated  from  the  Esk  district  on  or  before  1894.  I 
repeat  that  the  special  bailiffs  did  a  good  work  ! 

Mr.  Baker  drops  into  the  district  when  the  river  is 
well  stocked,  and  does  not  half  understand  the  work 
of  the  previous  thirty  years.  He  is  quite  wrong  in 
his  assertion  "  that  the  credit  of  stocking  the  Esk  with 
true  salmon  belongs  entirely  to  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion "  ;  it  does  partly,  but  only  partly.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, the  credit  belongs  to  the  late  Colonel  Flam- 
stead,  who  offered  twenty  pounds  a  year  for  three  years 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  salmon  ova  from  other  rivers. 
This  ofier  the  Angling  Association  accepted,  and 
batched  the  first  lots  in  a  little  house  in  Arnclilfe 
wood.  But  what  position  were  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion in?  They  were  on  such  an  unbusiness-like 
footing  (Leing  but  tenants  at  will,  having  no  exclusive 
right  or  lease)  that  they  had  no  legal  power  to  prose- 
cute a  trespass !  They  could  not  take  salmon  or  trout 
ova,  or  have  it  in  possession  without  the  leave  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators.  Happily  these  bodies  pulled 
well  together.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  asserting  that 
all  prosecutions  have  been  done  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators, none  by  the  Angling  Association.  True,  the 
Board  of  Conservators  had  no  hatching  house  of  their 
own,  the  Association  had,  but  it  was  useless  without 
the  sanction  and  help  of  the  Conservators.  Up  to  the 
middle  of  the  eighties  there  was  much  doubt  as  to 
whether  Boards  of  Conservators  could  legally  spend 
their  income  in  hatching  experiments,  although  they 
could  assist  private  individuals  and  associations  by 
granting  facilities,  | 


Since  that  date  salmon  hatching  has  passed  the 
experimental  stage  and  become  an  exact  science.  As 
to  the  latest  introduction  of  fresh  blood,  namely,  the 
Tweed  and  Thurso  salmon  ova,  I  received  my  instnie- 
tions  from  the  Board  of  Conservators.  From  them 
also  I  received  my  permission  to  take  salmon  ova  for 
experimental  purposes  ;  also,  one  season,  instructions 
to  procure  ova  for  the  Wear  Board  of  Conservators, 
but  could  not  supply  any  that  season  owing  to  severe 
frost.  The  Association's  hatchery  at  Grosmont  was 
not  discontinued  nine  or  ten  years  ago  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Baker,  as  I  superintended  the  hatching  of  the 
Thurso  lot  of  ova  in  it  in  April,  1893,  and  put  down 
several  experimental  lots  I  had  hatched  at  Pickering 
along  with  the  Thurso  fry.  The  fly  anglers  of  the 
Esk  must  have  degenerated  sadly  lately,  if  it  takes 
"good  and  persistent  fishing  to  kill  nine  or  ten  fish  in 
a  season  with  fly."  How  was  it  that  Mr.  F.  H.  Donkin 
used  to  kill  fifty  to  seventy,  Mr.  John  Smith  forty  to 
fifty,  and  many  other  rods  twenty  to  thirty  every 
season  with  fly  ? — Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Wheldon. 


THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  letter  which  appeared  in  your 
issue  of  March  16  there  is  a  typographical  error,  which 
please  allow  me  to  correct.  In  the  sixth  paragraph 
the  word  "  island  "  should  be  "  inland." — Yours  faith- 
fully, J.  Baker. 

Grosmont,   


ONE  MILLION  TROUT. 
Sir, — Having  seen  an  advertisement  which  occupied 
a  full  page  in  your  paper  stating  that  one  million  trout 
were  for  sale,  and  also  giving  a  picture  of  the  average 
length  in  measurement,  etc.,  I  immediately  vi'rote  for 
one  thousand  brown  trout.  The  reply  came  that  they 
were  sold  out  for  this  year,  and  advising  me  to  book 
my  order  for  next  year — very  good  advice,  no  doubt, 
but  I  am  not  taking  any.  It  is  either  a  very  clever 
scheme  to  get  orders  booked  for  next  year  or  another 
"  good  fish  story,"  but  in  any  case  untrue.  I  also 
know  another  friend  of  mine  who  has  had  the  same  good 
advice  given  him.  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  how 
many  others  are  served  the  same  way. — Yours  truly, 

Blackburn. 

[Our  correspondent  does  not  know  the  effect  of  an 
advertisement  in  the  Fisliing  Gazette— especia,\ly  a 
good  bold  one.  Mr.  Henry  told  us  that  the  orders 
received  in  consequence  of  the  advertisement  in  the 
Fisliiiui  Gazette  completely  cleaned  out  their  stock. 
He  had  intended  to  repeat  the  advertisement  several 
times,  but  had  to  countermand  the  order. — Ed.] 


NOTTINGHAM  REEL  WITH  SILENT 
ADAPTABLE  CHECK. 
Dear  Sir, — If  "  Scotch  Reel  "  will  write  us  we  can 
supply  him  with  a  Nottingham  reel  fitted  with  a  silent 
check  which  can  be  regulated  to  any  strength. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Bernard  &  Son. 

5,  Church-place,  Piccadilly,  S.W. 


RED  KRANJI  WOOD  FOR  RODS. 

Dear  Sih, —  Should  your  enquiry  on  behalf  of 
Gordon  Macdhuibh  for  Red  Kranji  wood  fail  to  elicit 
information,  your  correspondent  might  try  Messrs. 
Henry  Howell  &  Co.,  180,  Old-street,  City-road,  London, 
this  firm  being  importers  of  every  kind  of  wood  for 
sticks,  umbrella  handles,  etc.  Enquiry  had  best  be 
made  through  a  large  dealer  in  sticks  or  umbrellas, 
several  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  Leeds. — Yours 
truly,  G.  A.  Powell. 

Cheltenham. 


ANGLING  WITH  ROD  AND  LINE  AT 
LOWESTOFT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  much  interested  in  your 
report  of  the  annual  dinner  held  in  connection  with 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  last  week,  and 
the  remarks  made  by  the  chairman,  Lord  Claude 
Hamilton,  respecting  the  fishing  at  Lowestoft,  amused 
me.  His  lordship  was  quite  right  when  he  said  the 
sea  fishing  at  Lowestoft  was  excellent,  but  I  cannot 
understand  his  feelings  of  surprise  that  sea  anglers 
give  Lowestoft  a  wide  berth.  The  fact  is,  the 
accommodation  for  fishing  is  wretched,  thanks  to 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company.  The  whole  of 
the  quays  adjacent  to  the  fish-markets  are  the 
property  of  the  railway  company,  and  also  are  the 
existing  piers.  From  the  quays  in  the  fish-market 
the  fishing  is  suitable  at  times  for  children,  and  such 
enthusiastic  knights  of  the  rod  as  are  satisfied  with 
catching  smelt  and  an  occasional  flounder.  Fishing 
from  the  South  Pier  the  company  will  not  allow,  and 
the  condition  of  the  North  Pier  is,  in  places,  not  only 
dangerous,  but  quite  unsuited  for  lady  anglers,  whilst 
the  approaches  are  of  a  character  that  for  ruggedness 
and  inconvenience,  it  would  indeed  be  hard  to  beat. 
From  the  new  extension  works — a  very  dangerous 
place,  I  candidly  admit — the  company  prohibit  the 
presence  of  the  public.  The  only  safe  footing  for 
anglers,  therefore,  is  to  stand  on  the  beach  and  cast 


off  the  reel,  or  to  indulge  in  fishing  "  Deal  fashion," 
a  style  of  angling  many  fishermen  abominate.  Two 
years  ago  a  branch  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
would  have  been  established  at  Lowestoft,  but  thg 
project  was  knocked   on   the  head  simply  bocauS  i 
the  Great  Eastern    Railway  Company  refused  %  i 
sanction  a  portion  of  the  South  Pier  being  roservei  I 
for  anglers,  and  at  the  same  time  refused  local  mei  i 
the  privilege  of  fishing  from  the  now  extension  works 
Let  the  railway  company  make  the  North  Pier  i 
suitable  spot  for  anglers  to  congregate,  with  thei 
wives  and  children,   and  Lowestoft   will  gain  ii 
popularity  with  sea  fishermen.    Fishing  from  a  bod 
at  Lowestoft  is  quite  a  pleasant  experience,  but  it  ii 
not  everyone  who  can  afford  this  luxury  more  thai 
once  in  a  moon. — Yours  truly,     Geo.  0.  Manning. 
The  Midland  Tunes,  Rugby. 


MY  MARCH  TROUT.  !■ 

(With  apologies  to  the  D  y  M  1.)  ^ 

By  Apple  Dumpling.  ] 

Dear  Sir,— For  seventeen  days  I  have  had  no  sleep! 
What  true  angler  can  woo  the  drowsy  goddess  with  th( 
first  March,  trout  in  prospect?  At  last  the  •  greal 
moment  has  come.  I  am  at  mine  inn  at  breakfast— a 
Devonshire  inn.  Ah,  beautiful  Devon  I  The  brooi 
sings  tunes  before  the  door.  I  listen  to  its  magic  voic* 
as  with  a  beating  heart,  and  at  some  risk  of  indigestion: 
I  do  full  justice  to  the  mountain  of  good  things  piled 
before  me  by  my  rosy-faced  landlady— Devonshir< 
bacon  and  potatoes,  clotted  cream,  Devonshire  junket, 
Appledrains,  razzle  -  dazzles,  drumbledones,  topsy- 
wopsies,  and  innumerable  other  delicacies  so  dear  to 
the  hearts  of  all  true  Devonians.  , 

This  feast  for  the  gods  consumed,  I  light  my  pipe—; 
my  fishing  pipe— and  in  my  three  guinea  suit  (less 
discount)— my  fishing  suit— of  Norfolk  and  knickers  I 
seek       brooklet's  murmurous  banks. 

Need  I  say  what  flies— in  Devon,  and  in  March? 
A  Jock  Scot,  of  course,  for  leader,  an  Alexandra  for 
drop.  I  select  my  pool,  give  one  thought  to  a  fair  face 
far  awa,y  in  West  Kensington,  and  approaching  panther- 
like, with  my  whole  nervous  system  wrought  up  to  a 
pitch  of  unbearable  intensity, "l  make  my  first  cast  for 
1901.  My  flies  fall  like  gossamer  at  the  pool-head.  I 
watch  them  sailing  over  the  amethyst  and  cobalt 
water  round  yonder  mossy  rock — watch  them — wildly — , 
wonderingly  —  palpitatingly  —  distractedly  —  awfully 
but  this  time,  alas,  for  nothing.  I  pull  myself  together 
and  make  a  second  cast.  The  delicate  Alexandra  hovers 
with  an  insistent  realism  that  the  wiliest  trout  could 
not  resist.  Nor  does  he  ;  for  ha  !  a  twinkling  vision, 
of  gold,  a  fearful  and  a  joyful  thrill,  a  wild,  brief 
struggle,  of  which  I  remember  little  till  I  found  myself 
lying  on  the  mossy  bank  with  no  eyes  or  thoughts 
("  Oh,  fie,  naughty  one  !  "  I  think  I  hear  a  fair  voice  ia 
West  Kensington  saying)  for  anything  but  my  glisten- 
ing speckled  beauty— my  big  broivii  trout,  my  first' 
trout  for  1901,  and  not  a  fraction  under  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  either.  Soon  I  remember  my  selfish  egotism, 
and  wish  that  some  owe  was  by  me  to  share  my  ecstasy. 

One  man  may  talk  of  the  unequalled  joy  of  a 
"rocketer  on  the  twelfth  of  August" — bang!  wang  1 
Another  may  swear  that  leading  a  crack  pack  over 
fine  agricultural  country  is  the  acme  of  bliss.  A  third' 
may  vow  that  knocking^  a  ball  clean  over  a  200  acre- 
field  with  amasshie  from  the  tee  beats  everything.  As; 
for  me,  I  will  seek  the  laughing  and  the  sobbing  brook; 
—and  I  will  whip. — Ycurs  truly,  Jt.  E.  B. 


SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES— A  PROTEST. 

Sir, — I  should  like,  if  I  may,  to  make  a  few  remarks^ 
on  behalf  of  the  working-man  angler  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Grenfell's  letter  to  the  Times — re  salmon  in  the 
Thames.  I  think  myself,  and  the  working-man  angler; 
thinks  with  me,  that  salmon  in  the  Thames  would  be 
very  disastrous  to  his  chances  of  being  able  to  fish  that ; 
river  in  the  free  and  open  manner  that  he  has  been: 
accustomed  to  in  the  past.  He  already  has  to  pay  (in 
supporting  the  different  preservation  and  re-stocking 
associations)  as  much  as  he  can  afford,  and  an  extra 
tax  for  fishing  the  Thames  (allowing  that  he  is  able  to- 
fish  it  at  all)  is  more  than  he  can  pay.  '< 

I  should  not  have  written  had  1  not  been  requestedl 
to  do  so  by  several  hundred  anglers  of  my  acquaint- : 
ance,  and  also  as  the  situation  is  becoming  every  ^ 
day  more  serious.  Already  two  club  anglers  have  been 
stopped.  They  were  fishing  (not  in  the  close  season)  * 
between  Maidenhead  and  Taplow,  and  they  were  told', 
that  they  were  not  allowed  to  fish  there  as  it  was 
private.  ; 

1  should  like  to  know  if  the  Maidenhead  Association  i 
have  heard  of  it,  and  whether  they  have  taken  any  i 
steps  in  the  matter.    One  word  in  conclusion.    It  i 
seems  very  hard,  from  a  working-man's  point  of  view,  i 
that  a  river  like  the  Thames,  which  he  has  always 
looked  upon  as  free  (so  far  as  the  fishing  goes),  should 
be  made  a  rich  man's  river,  and  that  he  (the  working 
man)  should  be  barred  from  fishing  it  because  there  is 
salmon  there. — Yours  respectfully, 

Charles  Chaplais,  Secretary, 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


April  6,  1901 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INOORPORATKS 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  APEIL  6th,  1901. 


I  think  that  the  Scotcli  trout  streams  worth 
fishing  at  all  on  -which  flies  are  very  scarce  are  also 
pretty  scarce.  If  ti'out  take  the  wet  fly  it  surely 
is  fair  to  assume  that  thei-e  are  natural  flies  on  the 
river,  and  my  experience  is  that  the  dry  fly  man 
comes  in  after  the  wet  fly  man  considers  fly  fishing 
useless  in  the  day  time.  It  is  a  very  interesting 
point  for  discussion. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  anglers  who  use  the  wet 
fly  in  the  north  are  about  one  hundred  to  one  who 
uses  the  dry  fly,  and  when  the  fish  are  taking  just 
under  the  surface  it  is  waste  of  time  to  fish  on  it, 
but  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  trout  stream  on  which, 
"  at  the  proper  time  and  place,"  a  good  hand  with 
the  dry  fly  will  not  get  good  baskets.  There  are 
few  Scotch  or  other  streams  where  there  are  no 
curses,  and  a  cui'se  fished  dry  will  at  times  beat  a 
wet  one  off  the  water. 


In  noticing  Mr.  James  Ogden's  capital  little 
Angling  Guide  and  Catalogue  last  week,  I  find  I  did 
not  say  what  happened  to  the  new  gut  casts  which 
I  have  taken  when  going  to  fish  on  the  Test.  I 
intended  to  add  that  I  forgot  to  test  them  until  the 
loss  of  fish  after  fish  made  me  do  so,  and  then  I 
found  the  beautiful  long  strands  of  gut  were  useless, 
being  so  weak  that  they  would  not  bear  the  strain 
of  a  good  fish.  Luckily  I  had  some  old  casts  with 
me,  or  my  fishing  would  have  been  spoiled  entirely. 
As  it  was,  I  lost  my  best  chance  of  getting  two  or 
three  brace  when  the  fish  were  taking  the  fly  well. 


Mr.  Hamish  Stuart  has  followed  up  his  interesting 
article,  "  In  Hebridean  Waters,"  in  Blackwood  for 
March,  with  a  long  and  capital  account  of  the 
evolution  of  football,  under  the  title  of  "  The 
Football  Nations,"  in  the  April  number  of  the  same 
magazine.  E.  B.  Marston. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOK. 


Are  there  any  Trout  Streams  where  the 
Dry  Fly  is  Unsuitable  :' 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Field  :  — 

Sir, — In  noticing  the  new  catalogue  and  guide  just 
published  by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  Cheltenham,  you 
saj',  "  Mr.  Ogden  is  hin^self  a  fisherman  of  considerable 
experience,  and  writes  with  some  authority,  but  we 
think  that  many  will  disagree  with  the  statement  that 
'  he  that  confines  himself  to  the  floating  fly  derives  far 
greater  pleasure  than  is  possible  to  be  obtained  in  any 
other  branch  of  angling.'  Unfortunately,  those  who 
'  confine  themselves  to  the  floating  fly '  are  debarred 
from  fishing  many  very  charming  trout  streams  for 
which  this  method  is  unsuitable." 

I  venture  to  ask,  Sir,  how  any  trout  stream  can  be 
unsuitable  for  dry  fly  fls'hing — unless  there  are  streams 
on  which  natural  flies  never  float '?  I  have  found  the 
dry  fly  quite  as  deadly  in  a  north  country  wet  fly 
stream,  when  used  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  as  the 
wet  fly.  Thanks  to  the  invaluable  paraffin  tip,  one  can 
now  fish  the  roughest  water  on  a  soaking  wet  day,  and 
yet  see  your  little  Olive  or  Iron  Blue  float  down,  dry  as 
a  duck,  among  the  natm-al  flies.  R.  B.  Mabston. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London,  E.G.,  March  22. 


IMPOETANT  AND  EXCITING 
FISHING  CONTEST  AT 
LAKE  VYENWY. 


In  reply  to  my  letter  the  editor  of  the  Field 
says : — 

Many  anglers  have,  like  Mr.  Marston,  used  "  at  the 
proper  time  and  place  "  a  floating  fly  with  success  on 
.streams  which  have  long  been  regarded  as  wet  fly 
■waters  owing  to  their  rapid,  rippling  flow.  There 
are,  too,  probably  few  if  any  streams  on  which  natural 
flies  may  not  sometimes  be  seen  floating,  and  from 
■which  a  few  trout  may  not  occasionally  be  caught 
with  the  dry  fly.  But  the  number  of  streams,  par- 
tibularly  in  Scotland,  where  flies  are  very  scarce  and 
dry  fly  fishing  consequently  very  unprofitable,  is  so 
numerous  that  the  statement  to  which  Mr.  Marston 
takes  objection  appears  to  be  justified. 


"The  Doctor,"  the  "man  of  many  rods,"  and 
the  -writer  of  this  true  story  were  assembled  in  the 
little  snuggery  at  the  Lake  Vymwy  Hotel.  Dinner 
over,  pipes  were  in- full  blast,  and  there  was  an 
unmistakable  air  of  conviviality  in  the  place. 

Somehow  or  other  a  great  spirit  of  rivalry  had 
arisen,  and  the  three  worthies  aforesaid  were 
calculating  on  the  chances  of  the  next  day.  It 
was  Sunday  night,  and,  after  a  spell  of  the  worst 
and  coldest  weather  possible,  the  Sabbath  (as 
usual)  turned  out  to  be  a  grand  "  fishing  day." 
We  had  all  been  contemplating  the  lovely  ripple  on 
the  surface  of  the  placid  Vymwy,  and  "  the  Doctor  " 
(albeit  a  portly  man)  had  hiked  round  the  lake  in 
record  time,  and  had  reported  that  "  it  looked  like 
fishing  all  over."  Then  the  fun  began.  The 
Author  (full  of  -whiskey  and  resolution)  ofiered  to 
back  himself  to  not  only  make  the  best  bag  the 
next  day,  but  to  bring  home  twenty  or  more  trout. 
The  latter  bet  was  accepted  in  two  places,  but  the 
challenge  of  making  the  best  bag  was  not  taken 
up.  The  "man  of  many  rods"  ofiered  to  take 
this  bet  if  "  the  Doctor's  "  bag  were  allowed  to 
count  as  well.  This  was  not  considered  good 
enough,  and  for  the  nonce  there  was  a  deadlock. 

Eventually  a  fourth  aspirant  to  fishing  honours, 
becoming  valiant  as  the  syphons  exhausted  them- 
.  selves,  joined  issue  with  the  Author,  and  the  result 
was  that  a  four-handed  match  was  arranged  for 
the  morrow.  The  "  man  of  many  rods  "  and  "  the 
Doctor"  were  to  fish  the  Author  and  the  "  ex- 
Burman "  for  a  given  sum  with  fly  only,  and 
articles  were  duly  signed  to  that  effect. 

Now  began  a  great  sorting  of  flies  and  over- 
hauling of  casts,  but  the  hour  being  somewhat 
late,  and  the  decanters  empty,  nothing  more 
serious  happened  than  the  barb  of  a  hook  sticking 
in  the  "  ex-Burman's  "  thumb,  and  being  speedily 
cut  out  by  "  the  Doctor." 

Next  morning  the  Author  arose  with  the  advent 
of  dawn,  having  made  up  his  mind  to  put  in  an 
hour  or  two  before  the  others  were  about.  Creeping 
noiselessly  down  stairs,  he  looked  about  in  the 
passage  for  his  boots.  Suddenly  he  was  greeted  by 
"  the  Doctor  "  and  "  the  man  of  many  rods,"  both 
fully  equipped,  and  as  keen  as  mustard.  The 
Author  groaned  in  spirit,  hut  became  somewhat 


comforted  when  he  put  his  nose  out  of  doors  and 
discovered  a  north-easterly  gale  blowing,  accom- 
panied by  a  violent  fall  of  snow.  "  This  will  settle 
'  the  Doctor,' "  he  said,  notto  voce,  but  it  will 
appear  eventually  that  "  the  Doctor  "  was  not  so 
easily  settled. 

The  "  ex-Burnian  "  was  not  accustomed  to  very 
low  temperatures,  or  very  early  rising,  but  he  turned 
up  for  the  start,  looking  very  nmch  like  a  fish  out 
of  water,  and  audibly  cursing  the  beautiful  British 
climate.  "  It  was  never  like  this  in  Burmah,"  he 
began,  when  his  boatmen  canied  him  off,  and  the 
start  commenced. 

Heavens  !  what  a  day  !  We  had  to  dig  our  boats 
out  of  the  solid  ice ;  then  when  fairly  afloat  on  the 
big  lake  a  blinding  blizzard  obscured  our  vision  to 
such  an  extent  that  wo  were  in  imminent  danger  of 
a  collision.  As  we  liad  no  foghorns  with  us  we 
used  "  the  Doctor's "  cough,  which  was  constant 
enough  to  give  us  the  necessary  warning  of  his 
approach.  The  "  ex-Burman's  "  expletives  heralded 
his  contiguity,  and  the  Author's  boatman  having  an 
awful  cold  continually  blew  his  nose  in  an  aggressive 
manner,  and  thus  by  natural  means  we  were  saved 
from  shipwreck. 

There  was  wind  enough,  in  all  conscience,  and 
only  by  taking  advantage  of  the  shelter  of  the  little 
bays  M'ere  we  enabled  to  keep  a  fly  upon  the  water 
at  all.  The  "  riian  of  many  rods,"  who  had  been 
silent  and  mysterious,  disappeared  in  the  blizzard 
without  a  word,  but  not  before  the  Author  had 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  two  trolling  rods  artfully 
concealed  in  the  stern  of  the  boat. 

Three  hours  passed,  and,  during  a  bright  interval 
between  the  snowstorms,  the  Author  looked  care- 
fully around  with  his  opera-glasses.  "  The  Doctor  " 
was  still  sticking  it  out,  casting  away  manfully, 
and,  muffled  up  as  he  was  with  an  old  spoi-ting- 
looking  cap  on,  seemed  remarkably  dangerous. 

The  Author  espied  "  the  ex-Burman "  a  little 
way  off,  and  made  for  his  boat  for  an  exchange  of 
notes.  Oh  !  the  poor  gentleman  from  the  torrid 
zone  !  A  more  woe-begone  appearance  it  would  be 
impossible  to  imagine  !  "  My  word  !  "  he  groaned 
out,  "  we  must  be  only  fit  for  an  asylum.  Ijook  at 
my  poor  hands  1  "  And  indeed  they  were  blue  and 
swollen  with  the  intense  cold.  At  this  stage  "  the 
ex-Burman"  sent  his  man  for  another  bottle  of 
whiskey.  To  the  Author's  great  surprise,  this 
frozen  gentleman  from  the  East  had  five  trout.' 
This,  with  the  Author's  six,  looked  promising,  and 
again  the  two  boats  separated  and  thrashed  the  icy 
waters  of  Vymwy. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Author,  "the  Doctor,"  and 
"  the  ex-Burman  "  returned  half  dead  to  the  hotel 
with  se-\'en,  five,  and  six  trout  respectively.  '  All 
waited  breathlessly  for  the  appeai'ance  of  ''the 
man  with  many  rods."  Darkness  set  in,  and  we 
were  just  thinliing  of  dinner  when  the  last-named 
gentleman  staggered  in.  "How  many?"  we  all 
shouted  simultaneously.  "  Nine  !  "  was  the  hoarse 
reply  in  scarcely  articulate  tones  :  "  but  for  mercy's 
sake  give  me  a  whiskey,  for  I  am  half  perished." 

Thus  the  great  wager  was  lost  by  one  fish,  and 
the  Author  and  "the  ex-Burman"  conversed  in 
low  tones  with  downcast  looks.  The  gist  of  the 
conversation  seemed  to  consist  'of  a  query,  with  no 
reply  forthcoming — namely.  Why  did  the  "  man  of 
many  rods"  take  out  his  trolling  rods?  Many 
answers  were  possible,  but  the  Author,  no  doubt, 
hit  upon  the  right  one  when  he  said  :  "I  have  it ! 
Of  course,  the  poor  fellow  would  feel  lonely  without 
them."  Quill  Gnat. 


WHEEE 


TO  GET  FISHING 
EEPAIEED. 


NETS 


Messrs.  Chorlton  &  Taylor,  308,  Derby-street, 
Bolton,  Lanes,  send  us  a  piece  of  old  netting  with 
lots  of  new  patches  in  it  M'hich  have  been  so 
cleverly  put  in  that  if  there  were  a  few  more  of 
them  the  net  would  be  quite  new.  '  Some  of  the 
tears  are  twelve  feet  in  length  and  vary  from  an 
inch  or  two  to  two  feet  in  width — most  neatly 
mended. 

"  The  piece  of  netting  we  have  sent  is  taken 
from  a  wing  of  a  drag  net  we  repaired  some  months 
ago.  It  is  quite  rotten,  but  is  plenty  good  enough 
to  illustrate  repairs.  There  are  four  different  kinds 
of  work  in  it.  The  long  piecing  in  centre  shows 
how  a  net  is  repaked  when  torn  from  top  to 
bottom,  two  of  the  other  paits  show  method  of 
replacing  parts  torn  out  of  a  net.    As  most  nets. 
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first  show  signs  of  wear  on  the  bottom,  we  have 
put  in  some  work  to  show  how  same  is  repaired." 

[We  believe  Messrs.  Chorlton  &  Taylor  ai'e  very 
moderate  in  their  charges  for  repairs  to  nets,  and 
where  nets  are  not  rotten,  we  should  say  it  would 
pay  to  have  them  mended  by  experts.  Tinkering  a 
net  means  that  it  will  tear  worse  than  ever  the 
first  time  any  strain  is  put  on  it. — Ed.] 


FISHING   IN    THE   EIVEES  AND 
LAKES  OF  WICKLOW. 


WiCKLOW,  which  enjoys  the  well-deserved  title 
of  the  "  Garden  of  Ireland,"  has  many  attractions 
for  the  angler,  with  its  lofty,  rugged  mountains, 
wild  glens,  wooded  hills,  delightful  valleys,  lakes. 


Avonmorc,  beneath  the  woods  surrounding  the 
lofty,  turreted  battlements  of  Castle  Howard. 
Excellent  fishing  may  be  had  here,  as  also  in  the 
Avoca,  which  flows  through  a  most  delightful 
country  down  to  Arklow,  wliere  it  discharges  its 
waters  into  the  sea.  The  i«i\'er  Slaney,  wliicli  runs 
as  far  south  as  the  town  of  Wexford,  has  splendid 
salmon-trout  and  trout  fishing.  The  angler,  indeed, 
finds  himself  in  an  earthly  paradise  when  he  plies 
his  rod  and  line  along  the  banks  of  the  numerous 
streams  and  rivers  of  this  lovely  tract  of  coimtry. 
There  is  splendid  shooting  and  other  sports  avail- 
able amid  the  vales  and  mountains,  which  have 
only  to  be  widely  known  to  become  as  popular 
with  the  very  wealthiest  classes  of  tourists  as  the 
wild  mountains  and  moors  which  annually  bring 
noblemen  and  others  who  use  the  gun  and  fishing 
rod  to  all  the  loveliest  portions  of  Scotland.  H. 


LoDGH  Dan,  Co.  Wicklow. 


rivers,  and  picturesque  coast  line,  where  one  can 
study  the  everlasting,  the  changing  yet  changeless 
sea,  in  all  its  varying  moods. 

At  Bound  Wood,  down  in  the  Wicklow  Hills, 
there  are  the  waterworks  of  the  Dublin  Corporation, 
where  _the  Vartry  River  supply  is  in  reservoir 
for  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  and  where  there  is 
magnificent  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  great 
reservoir  by  a  permit  from  the  corporation  officials, 
readily  granted  upon  an  application  being  made  to 
the  City  Hall,  Dublin.  The  Avonbeg  River,  which 
has  its  source  from  some  springs  on  the  sides  of 
Table  Moimtain,  flows  through  the  valley  of  Glen- 
malure,  and  after  a  short,  hurried  course  casts  its 
waters  over  a  ledge  of  rock  called  Essfall.  It 
receives,  as  it  runs  through  Glenmalure,  the  waters 
of  numerous  other  mountain  rills,  and  at  length 
mingles  the  whole  of  its  accessions  with  the  river 


FINE  FISH  CAUGHT  THIS  PAST 
SEASON. 


I  AGAIN  give  a  list  of  the -various  fresh-water  fish 
of  large  sizes — excepting  salmon — caught  with  rod 
and  line  during  the  season  which  terminated  on 
March  14,  1901.  It  is  a  great  pity,  and  extremely 
unsportsmanlike,  in  which  opinion  all  true  anglers 
will,  we  think,  agree,  that  pike  should  be  fished  for 
in  any  lakes  or  rivers  during  April  and  May.  I  have 
seen  some  of  the  so-called  "  beautiful  specimens  " 
captured  in  those  months,  and  which  (although 
thin  as  eels,  and  shaped  like  imto  "  umbrella- 
cases  ")  were  said  to  have  given  "  fine  sport 
to  their  capturers,"  although  they  had  only 
just  spawned.  Some  of  these  captures  I  mention, 
namely : — 


April,  1900.  > 

Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  nine  pike,  51b.  to  131b.  J 
each.   Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  one  pike,  201b.   Lough  I 
Derg,   Ireland,   one   pike,   201b.    Lake  Vyrnwy,  ^ 
Wales,  one  pike,  101b.    River  Derwent,  Yorkshire, 
one  pike,  141b. 

It   is  quite   early  enough,   in  all  conscience,  j 
to  fish  for  pike  in  July  ;  even  then  they  are  "  lank  1 
and  lean."    It  is  far  more  sportsmanlike  to  leave  ■ 
the  pike  alone  until  September,  when  they  are  in  I 
prime  condition  and  worth  fishing  for.  The"  fronting  ^ 
season  "  was  fairly  good  on  the  Thames  and  other  ' 
rivers,  but  the  May  Fly  rise  was  sparse  and  inter- 
mittent, and  did  not  occur  on  the  Kennet,  Test, 
and  Pang  until  June  3,  4,  and  5,  and  on  some  other 
rivers  before  the  beginning  of  the  second  week  of 
that  month.    Sport  during  the  May  Fly  season  was 
indifferent,  and  the  most  beautiful  imitations  of 
those  ephemeriE,  either  for  dry  fly  or  sunk  fly  fishing, 
did  not  offer  much  attraction  to  the  trout. 

Thames,  Mai-low,  trout,  71b:    Thames,  Henley, 
trout,  91b.,  61b.,  S^lb.,  5i\h. 

May. 

Thames,  Whitchurch,  trout,  5lb.  9oz.,  5^lh. 
Thames,  Hambledon,  trout,  5}lb.  Wensum, 
Norfolk,  trout,  51b.  6oz.  Thames,  Streatley,  carp, 
91b. 

June. 

Thames  (Upper),  trout,  T^lh.,  G.^lb.,  S.^lb.,  81b., 
71b.     Thames,    Hampton    Court,    trout,  8jlb. 
Thames,  Boveney,  trout,  S^lb.    Kennet,  Newbury, 
trout,  5ilb.     Barton  Mills,  Sufiblk,   trout,  51b. 
Thames,  Eton,  barbel,  61b.    Thames,  Teddington,  : 
barbel,  7}lb.,  5^1b.,  6^1b.,  5Jlb.   Thames,  Abingdon,  ' 
barbel,  61b.,  61b.    Thames,  Shiplake,  barbel,  7flb., 
6|lb.,  S^lb.    Thames,  Mongewell,  perch,  21b.  lOoz.,  ' 
21b.    lloz.     Thames,    Teddington,    chub,  51b. 
Kennet,  Theale,  chub,  5^1b.    Lea,  Dobb's  Weir, 
bream,  71b.,  61b.,  5ilb.,  51b. 

July.  j 

Itchen,   Hampshire,   trout,    5l\h.,   4ilb.,   41b.  1 
Kennet,   trout,   9rilb.    Thames,  Molesey,  barbel,  1 
9!|lb.    Thames,  Henley,  barbel,  91b.,  91b.,   81b.,  J 
8lb.,  75lb.    Thames,  Monkey  Island,  barbel,  71b. 
Thames,  Kingston,  barbel,  101b  ;  carp,  7Jlb.,  7Tlb. 
Thames,    Streatley,    perch,    2ilb.,    21b.    lOoz.  . 
Thames,  Lechlade,  tench,  4.^1b.    Ouse,  St.  Ives,  I 
Hunts,  bi-eam,  61b.      Stour,   Kent,   bream,  5lb.  ' 
Richmond  Park,  carp,  81b„  6Jlb.    Nene,  Lincoln- 
shire, perch,  Sjlb.    Bassenthwaite  Lake,  West- 
moreland, pike,  271b.    Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  pike,  | 
201b.,  291b.    Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  241b.  | 

August.  I 
Thames,  Bray,  barbel,  8lb.,  71b.  Thames,  Henley,  ' 
barbel,  71b.    Thames,  Twickenham,  barbel,  7113. 
Thames,  Shiplake,  barbel,  71b.    Thames,  Sonning,  , 
barbel,  81b.    Thames,  Sunbury,  barbel,  8lb. ;  bream, 
71b.    Thames,  Kingston,  bream,  5^1b.    Lea,  Dobb's 
Weir,  bream,  6ilb.,  5|lb.,  51b.,  6ilb.,  S.^lb.,  5ilb. 
Bure,  Norfolk,  trout,  li\h.     Thames,  Abingdon,  • 
chub,  61b.     Ouse,    Sussex,   chub,  5^1b. ;  roach, 
21b.  loz.    Brue,  Somersetshire,  roach,  21b.  2oz. 
Lough  Conn,   Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  25lb.,   271b.,  ^ 
251b.,  211b.,  211b.,  231b.,  261b.     Lough  Corrib, 
Ireland,  pike,  281b.    Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  pike, 
271b.,  201b.;  Gillaroo  trout,  5|lb.    Lough  Erne, 
Ireland,  S.  ferox  trout,  91b. 

September. 

Thames,  Eton,  barbel,  81b.  Kennet,  barbel, 
llflb.  Lea,  St.  Margaret's,  trout,  5|lb.  Glen, 
Cambridgeshire,  tench,  51b.,  41b.  Trent,  Stafford- 
shire, barbel,  8ilb.,  81b.,  71b.  Great  Ouse,  Hunt- 
ingdonshire, bream,  61b.  Nene,  Northamptonshire, 
bream,  71b.,  51b.  Wensum,  Norfolk,  bream,  7Jlb., 
61b.  Derwent,  Yorks,  roach,  2^1b. ;  Arim,  Sussex, 
roach,  21b.  2oz.  Thames,  Henley,  roach,  21b.  loz. 
Avon,  Wilts,  roach,  21b.  3oz.  Beame,  Herts,  dace, 
lib.  3oz.  Trent,  Lincolnshire,  perch,  2flb.  Great 
Ouse,  Huntingdonshire,  perch,  1\\h.  Wimbledon 
Lake,  carp,  81b.  Loch  Awe,  Scotland,  S.  ferox 
trout,  16^1b.  Lake  Windermere,  pike,  221b. 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  221b.  Lough  Cullen, 
Ireland,  pike,  291b.  271b.,  201b. 

October. 

Thames,  Teddington,  carp,  91b.  Lake  in  Cheshire, 
carp,  131b.  Beame,  Herts,  dace,  lib.  2oz.  Lake 
in  Middlesex,  pike,  221b.  Wensum,  Norfolk,  rudd, 
2Jlb. 

November. 

Broads,  Norfolk,  pike,  22Ub.  Wensum,  Norfolk, 
pike,  21  ^Ib.  Wroxham  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  201b., 
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221b.  Oulton  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  221b.  Wood- 
basfcock  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  25lb.  Thames, 
"Walton,  chub,  51b. 

December. 

Avon,  Staffordshire,  pike,  201b.  Stony  Stratford, 
Bucks,  pike,  211b.  Tuam,  Galway,  Ireland,  pike, 
291b.,  211b.  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  Ireland, 
pike,  201b. 

January,  1901. 
Bure,  Wrexham,  Norfolk,  pike,  22jlb. 
February. 

Thames,  Teddington,  trout,  91b.,  5Jlb.,  both 
returned ;  roach,  2Jlb.,  21b.  2oz.,  21b.  loz.  Great 
Ouse,  Huntingdonshire,  chub,  Sjlb.  Clonbur, 
Ireland,  pike,  211b. 

March. 

Broads;  Norfolk,  pike,  221b.  Hornsea  Mere, 
Yorkshire,  pike,  201b.,  221b.  Thorsby,  Nottingham- 
shire, pike,  22^1b.  Great  Ouse,  Hunts,  perch,  SJlb. 
Chichester  Carnal,  perch,  3jlb,  Clonbiu-,  Ireland, 
pike,  221b. 

Notwithstanding  the  adverse  conditions  of 
waters,  weather,  and  wind  during  the  past  five 
or  six  weeks,  fish  have  fed  fairly  well,  many  fine 
specimens  having  been  caught  in  many  of  the 
rivers  and  lakes.  Alfred  Jardine. 


MY  FISHING  HOLIDAY— BUT 
WHEEE  ? 

By  COTSWOLD  ISYS, 
Author  of  "Lyra  Piscatoria."  ^ 
(Continued  from  page  216.) 

In  my  last  paper  I  did  not,  of  covu-se,  attempt 
anything  like  an  exhaustive  list  of  places,  even  in 
England,  where  the  fly  fisher  might  obtain  good  or 
fair  fishing,  but  simply  to  point  out  to  him  a  few 
of  the  places  that  I  myself  have  visited  with  more 
or  less  of  satisfaction.  But  I  said,  and  say  again, 
that  if  he  wants  to  find  really  good  sport  that  can 
hardly  disappoint  him  he  must  go  over  the  border 
for  it — that  is,  "  ayont  the  Tweed."  And  if  he  has 
never  been  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  go  thither 
if  he  is  seeking  a  holiday  that  will  not  only  satisfy 
him  as  to  his  sport,  but  one  that  will  invigorate 
and  refresh  his  health,  and  delight  both  his  eye 
and  his  imagination  (if  he  has  one,  and  I  have  met 
one  or  two  anglers  who  had  none — poor  things). 
Awa'  to  bonny  Scotland  1  Why  you  have  begun  to 
get  better,  and  your  nerves  to  strengthen  directly 
you  get  into  the  train  that  is  thither  bound.  And 
when  once  over  the  Tweed  it  is  astonishing  how 
the  jaded  Englishman's  spirits  improve.  The 
scenery  is  so  grand,  the  air  so  pure  and  fresh,  the 
verra  language  of  people  has  such  a  new  burr-rr  in 
it  that — strange  to  say — pleases  the  ear;  and  almost 
every  mountain,  loch,  wood,  and  river  such  an  air 
of  romance,  as  you  remember  your  Walter  Scott 
and  your  Robbie  Biurns,  that  half  the  benefit  of 
your  holiday  has  been  obtained  before  you  reach 
the  particular  loch  or  river  you  are  bound  for,  or 
have  come  to  the  happy  morning  when  you  unpack 
your  rod  or  begin  to  put  it  together. 

What  shall  that  loch  or  river  be  in  a  land  so 
abounding  in  them  ?  -A  somewhat  difficult  question 
to  decide.  I  will  first  tell  you,  my  reader,  how  I 
have  decided  that  question  for  myself  at  times,  and 
by  the  aid  of  such  a  skilled  angler  and  pleasant' 
friend  as  I  hope  you  may  have  for  your  holiday. 
Well,  once  we  said  Lairg  I  And  we  have  said  so 
three  or  four  times  since,  and  we  always  enjoyed  it 
greatly.  The  journey  thither  is  from  Edinburgh  to 
Perth,  and  from  Perth  by  the  Highland  Railway 
to  Lairg.  At  the  latter  station  the  hotel  omnibus 
takes  passengers  to  the  hotel  about  two  miles 
distant,  and  a  very  pretty  and  comfortable  hotel  it 
is.  It  is  situated  in  the  little  village,  and  is  close 
to  Loch  Shin,  and  to  the  River  Shin,  which  flows 
out  of  the  loch  at  this  point.  Boats  for  the  loch 
may  be  fiimd  just  below  the  hotel,  and  I  can 
recommend  John  McKay  as  an  excellent  gillie, 
who  thoroughly  knows  the  loch  and  all  the  best 
parts  of  it  to  fish.  The  charge  for  boat  and  gillie 
is  3s.  6d.  per  day  with  lunch.  But  if  the  weather 
should  prove  too  rough  for  the  vast  loch,  you  can 
get  some  very  pretty  sport  with  the  fly,  fishing 
from  the  bank  near  the  hotel  and  for  some  distance 
down.  In  this  way  I  caught  one  morning  nine 
brace  of  trout  in  two  hours,  and  it  is  both  easy 
and  pleasant  fishing.  But  the  loch  itself  is  the 
great  resort ;  and  a  very  grand  and  beautiful  loch  it 
is  with  its  many  bays  and  islands,  overlooked  at 
some  distance  by  the  grand  mountains  of  Ben 


Kletnik  and  Ben  Hee.  It  is  about  sixteen  miles 
long,  by  about  a  mile  broad.  I  shall  never  forget 
its  grandeur  during  a  wonderful  sunset  that  we 
were  fortunate  enough  to  come  in  for  one  fine 
August  evening.  Never  but  once,  when  I  saw  a 
marvellous  sunrise  in  the  Ampezzo  Pass  among  the 
Dolomite  mountains  of  the  Tyrol  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  did  I  see  anything  at  all  like  it  for 
unutterable  magnificence.  Had  Turner  attempted 
such  a  combination  of  colours  in  any  of  his  sunsets, 
it  would  have  been  said  that  his  imagination  was 
wilder  than  it  was  wont  to  be,  even  with  him,  and 
that  no  sky  was  ever  seen  like  it.  It  was  like  a 
door  opened  in  heaven.  Our  gillie  suspended  his 
oars,  and  my  friend  and  myself  laid  down  our  rods, 
and  gazed  at  the  wondrous  spectacle  till  speech  was 
awed  into  silent  adoration  ;  for  two  of  us,  at  any 
rate,  thought  of  the  words,  "  The  heavens  are  the 
work  of  Thin^  hands."  Wordsworth's  exquisite 
description  too  of  what  must  have  been  a  similar 
sky  vision  rose  spontaneously  to  memory : — 

Glory  beyond  all  glory  ever  seen 

By  waking  sense  or  by  the  dreaming  soul  I 

The  appearance,  instantaneously  disclosed, 

Was  of  a  mighty  city — boldly  say 

A  wilderness  of  building,  sinking  far 

And  self-withdrawn  into  a  boundless  depth. 

Far  sinking  into  splendour — without  end  1 

Fabric  it  seemed  of  diamond  and  of  gold, 

With  alabaster  domes,  and  silver  spires. 

And  blazing  terrace  upon  terrace,  high 

Uplifted  ;  here,  serene  pavilion  bright. 

In  avenues  disposed ;  there  towers  begirt 

With  battlements  that  on  their  restless  fronts 

Bore  stars — illumination  of  all  gems  I 

A  variety  of  wild  fowl  may  also  be  seen  on  the 
loch — now  a  flock  of  gulls,  now  a  cormorant,  and 
notably  the  black-backed  diver,  a  large  and  hand- 
some bird  that  you  sometimes  see  at  a  distance 
on  the  water,  for  he  is  a  very  shy  bird,  and  as  you 
look  he  disappears  downwards.  A  few  minutes 
afterwards  you  will  see  him  come  up  in  quite  an 
opposite  direction,  perhaps  half-a-mile  away.  Very 
much  in  these  respects  there  is  to  interest  the 
fisher  besides  his  fishing,  and  that  is  very  charming. 
The  rises  of  the  fish  are  often  very  fitful.  Now,  for 
an  hour  no  sign  of  a  rise,  and  then — often  I  noticed 
in  a  gleam  of  sun — exciting  rings  ahead,  for  which 
the  gillie  pulls,  and  your  fun  is  fast  and  furious. 
We  noticed  that  some  of  our  best  places  were  over 
the  slopes  or  shelves  of  the  rocks.  And  sometimes  we 
had  good  fim  in  fishing  near  and  towards  the  shore. 
When  pulling  towards  a  new  ground,  if  you  trail 
your  line  out  of  the  stem,  with  a  cast  consisting  of 
a  Zulu  for  first  dropper,  a  Black  and  Blue  for  a 
middle  dropper,  and  a  Claret  and  Mallard  for  the 
tail  fly,  you  may  soon  have  to  stop  for  a  good  fish. 
And  pulling  home,  when  a  good  distance  away,  it 
is  well  to  put  a  small  trout  on  a  trace,  or  a  large 
Phantom,  and  trail  for  the  chance  of  getting  a 
ferox.  Once  I  got  a  splendid  one  in  this  way  with 
a  nice  parr  that  we  had  caught,  and  which  my  deft 
companion  had  skilfully  rigged  up  on  the  trace  for 
me.  And  it  will  give  a  freshness  to  the  account  of 
the  catch  if  I  simply  transcribe  from  my  angling 
diary  the  rough  notes  of  it  which  I  took  at  the  time  : 
— "  As  we  were  pulling  homewards,  with  his  line  out 
behind  the  boat  to  the  length  of  about  fifty  yards, 

C  felt  no  touch  for  nearly  an  hom*.   Then  there 

was  an  unmistakable  tug  at  his  rod.  Seeing  it  bend 

considerably  the  gillie  shouted  '  Got  him  I '  and  C  

very  kindly  handed  his  rod  to  me  to  play  the  fish  ; 
took  some  time  to  wind  him  Ln.  At  last  I  got 
him  near  the  boat,  and  caught  deep  glimpses  of  him. 
'  What  is  he  '? '  I  said.    '  Three  pounds.'  Gillie, 

'  Four.'     C  ,  '  Five.'     Got  him  up  to  top. 

'  Oh,  I  say,  what  a  whopper  1  '  '  Give  hun  time  1  ' 
Down  he  went  and  away.  Got  him  back.  '  My 
boots,  he  is  a  whopper  I '  Gillie  got  very  excited, 
and  wanted  to  get  him  out  with  his  hands.    '  No,' 

said  C  ,  '  the  net  will  take  him.'    Gillie  made  a 

dash  with  net.  Not  in  !  I  feared  the  gut.  Away 
he  went  again,  and  I  gave  him  line.    Back  again. 

'  Take  the  'gaff,'  said  C  .    John  did  so,  but 

missed  I  I  feared  again,  and  let  out  more  line. 
How  he  pulls  1  '  He'll  be  under  the  boat ;  slew 
her  round.'  'All  right.'  John  begged  to  be 
allowed  to  seize  his  tail  with  his  hand,  and  felt 
sure  he  could  get  him  so  1  Tried.  Missed  I  Down 
again,  rod  bending  to  and  under  the  water.  Rushed 
away.  Turned  him  again.  Got  him  again  to  the 
side.  John  again  took  the  gaff.  Struck  well  into 
his  belly,  and  whirled  him  into  the  boat — a  grand 
ferox  !  Splashing  and  kicking.  How  much  now  ? 
We  said  seven  pounds.    John,  six  and  a  half.  John 


was  wrong.  We  were  nearer  ;  but  all  short,  for  in  the 
scale  at  the  hotel  he  weighed  eight  pounds  and  a 
half,  and  was  out  of  condition  or  would  have 
weighed  ten  pounds.  Measure :  length,  2  feet 
5  inches ;  girth,  13i  inches.  Great  excitement, 
which  ended  in  a  Hip,  hip,  hurrah  !  My  first  ferox, 
and  a  grand  one  !  " 

I  may  add  that  my  friend,  wishing  to  beat  his 
companion  in  verse,  as  he  nearly  always  does  in 
fishing,  burst  out  with  this  inspired  impromptu, 
which  I  hand  down  for  the  benefit  of  posterity 
We  flicked  and  we  flailed, 
We  trolled  and  we  trailed, 
And  a  ferox  we  nailed  ! 
Not  to  be  . outdone  by  him,  however,  I  rose  to 
this  sublime  height — 

Oh  I  the  jolly  fisher's  life. 

It  is  the  best  of  any, 
Whether  the  fish  you  catch  bo  few, 
Or  whether  they  be  many  ! 
I  may  add  that  Loch  Gairlick  and  Loch  Craggie 
may  also  be  fished  from  Lairg.    The  latter  is  only 
fom'-and-a-half  miles  distant ;  and,  especially  in  a 
breeze,  good  baskets  may  often  be  got  on  it.  But 
I  did  not  visit  either  myself. 

A  good  gillie  will  often  beguile  the  time  of 
waiting  for  a  rise  with  some  good  Highland  stories. 
Here  is  one  of  .John's.  He  once  saw  a  black- 
backed  gull  go  for  a  sheep  that  was  lyitig  on  its 
back  imable  to  get  up  and  peck  at  its  neck.  He 
hooted  to  it  from  some  hundreds  of  yards  away. 
The  bird  fled  up,  but  soon  swooped  down  on  the 
sheep  again,  dug  at  its  belly,  and  pulled  out  about 
a  yard  of  its  entrails  1  John  hooted  at  the  bird 
again,  and  it  fled  off.  Then  John  Went  up  to  the  " 
sheep,  and  cut  a  piece  off  the  poor  animal's  ear,  so 
that  the  shepherd  might  know  it  and  watch  if  it 
recovered-.  In  a  few  days  it  was  quite  well.  John's 
word  for  it,  this  was  true  ! 


SOME  Al  UNDEAWN  GUT  CASTS. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  co.. 
Durham,  has  sent  us  some  of  his  "  special  selected 
undrawn  gut  casts,"  with  reference  to  which  he 
says  : — "  'These  lines  are  manufactured  with  the 
greatest  care  from  the  choicest  picked  extra  long 
Spanish  Refina  gut,  each  length  being  most  care- 
fully selected,  and  nothing  but  the  finest  strands 
being  used.  I  guarantee  them  to  be  made  from 
undrawn  gut,  not  a  length  of  drawn  gut  being 
employed,  only  six  lengths  of  gut  being  used  to 
make  a  three-yard  cast.  Most  useful  for  Dry  Fly 
and  May  Fly  fishing.  They  are  tapered."  We 
have  tested  the  lines  for  length  and  strength  and 
find  they  are  all  that  is  claimed  for  them  by  l\Ir. 
Cummins,  and  well  worth  the  price  he  charges  for 
them— namely,  Is.  3d.  each  ;  they  are  a  nice  blue 
smoke  colom-. 


THE  TUNA  IS  THE  TUNNY. 


I  THINK  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Natural  History  Depart- 
ment of  the  British  Museum,  ought  to  settle  the 
question  as  to  what  the  tuna  is.  It  is  pretty 
clear  it  is  the  tunny,  and  that  it  is  quite  imnecessary 
to  go  to  California  to  catch  it.     R.  B.  Marston. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — In  reply  to  your  enquiry, 
the  tuna  of  California  is  the  same  as  the  Orcynus 
thynnus  of  the  Atlantic  and  Mediterranean.  The 
species  has  an  enormous  geographical  range,  being 
found  also  in  the  Indian  Ocean. — Yours  very  truly, 

G.  A.  Boulenger. 


MALCOM   &    CO.'S    ILLUSTRATED  CATA- 
LOGUE OF  WATERPROOF  GOODS. 


Messrs.  Malcom  &  Co.,  3,  Green-street,  Leicester- 
square,  London,  have  just  brought  out  a  very 
attractively  illustrated  forty  page  catalogue  of 
their  waterproof  goods  of  all  kinds.  There  are 
more  than  sixtj-  illustrations,  which  add  greatly  to 
the  value  of  the  catalogue  by  enabling  customers 
to  see  just  what  they  are  ordering. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish.  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishemien.  By  Cotswold  Isvs,  M. A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PieJd  says:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyia  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  6d. 
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DESCEIPTION 

The  "Silex"  casting-reel,  invented  by  Messrs. 
Hai'dy  Brotliers,  of  Alnwick,  has  been  still  further 
improved.  The  following  description  of  it  is  taken 
from  their  attractively  got  up  little  pamphlet 
about  it : — 

Features  of  the  Reel. 

1.  The  drum  being  very  light,  and  running  on  a 
fine  hard  steel  centre,  is  so  sensitive  that  it  can  be 
blo%vn  round. 

2.  The  automatic  pressor  brake,  A,  taking  com- 
mand of  the  drum  by  bearing  on  the  ligiram-vitse 
hub,  D  {see  Fig.  3),  controls  the  line  and  bait 
perfectly. 

3.  The  auxiliary  adjustable  check,  G,  being 
applied  on  striking  a  fish,  b^-  simply  pulling  lever 
F  do\vn,  completes  the  requirements  of  a  perfect 
casting  reel  (see  Fig.  5). 

To  sum  up.  The  bait  can  be  cast  any  reasonable 


OF   THE  "SILEX" 

distance  with  ease,  and  recovered  perfectly,  while, 
if  a  fish  be  hooked,  the  auxiliary  check  can  be 
instantly  applied. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  reel  are  : — 

1.  Great  Stability  and  STBENciTH  combined 
WITH  Lightness. — Tliis  is  not  gained  by  increasing 
the  weight,  but  by  rigidity  of  construction,  and  the 
use  of  a  special  light  but  strong  aluminium  alloy. 

2.  Perfect  Control  of  the  Line  Drum. — This 
is  effected  by  the  action  of  the  automatic  presser 
brake  A  {sec  Fig.  4),  which,  on  being  released  in 
making  a  cast,  instantlj'  takes  command  of  and 
controls  the  bait,  so  that  over-running  in  casting  is 
prevented. 

3.  The  Ad.tustable  Auxiliary  Check  is  'fitted 
in  a  very  superior  manner,  tlie  pawl  being  held 
underneath  a  hardened  steel  bridge,  and  workmg 
on  a  leg  ground  solid  op  this  bridge.   This  check  is 


EEEL  AND  HOW  TO  USE  IT. 


intended  to  be  used  as  soon  as  a  fish  is  struck,  and 
is  instantly  brought  into  action  V)y  a  simple  motion 
of  the  forefinger  on  lever  F  {xce  Fig.  .5). 

4.  Perfect  Workmanship. — The  reel  thi-ough- 
out  is  constructed  as  well  as  engineering  skill  and 
best  materials  can  make  it,  with  a  view  to  producing 
an  article  most  perfectly  adapted  for  tlie  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended. 

5.  No  kinking  or  twisting  of  line. 

6.  Easy  Winding. — The  action  in  winding  is 
pecnliai-ly  smooth  and  pleasant. 

7.  Using  Baits  over  l^oz.  —  Wlien  uSing  the 
reel  witli  1  Joz.  weight,  or  more,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  ease  tlie  pressure  brake,  as,  if  the  cast  be  made 
witliout  touching  tire  lever,  the  weight  of  the  bait 
itself  is  quite  sufficient  to  cause  the  brake  to  do  its 
work  effectively.  When  working  in  this  method 
there  is  absolutely  no  possibility  of  over-running. 


fFiG.  1.— THE  "SILEX"  REEL. 


EiG.  2.— REEL  FRAME  WITH  LINE  DRUM  REMOVED.  - 


I.— StiuUI  which,  when  pressed  towards  reel  back,  i>ei  niits  the 
line  drum  to  be  removed.  .J. — Automatic  pressev  brake  lever. 
F.— Adjustable  auxiliary  ohecli  lever. 

rosition](if  line  when  in  use  is  shown. 


A.— Automatic-  presser  brake  whieb.  iinder  pressure  of  si)rinK  I'.,  bears  ou  hub 
D  {see  Fig.  .'i  aud  dotted  line  on  this  illustration).  .1  is  (ijierating  lever.  (!  is  the 
tongue  of  ad.justalile  auxiliary  check  worked  by  sjiriii'.;  IT.  F  is  the  operatiui; 
lever  for  throwing  into  "gear  with  ratchet  wlu  el  K  (.-k  dotted  line  and  E  on 
Fig.  3).    The  lever  F  and  tongue  G  are  shown  out  of  gear. 


Fig.  3.— LINE  DRUM. 


Fig.  4.— REEL  FRAME  SHOWING  AUTOMATIC 
PRESSER  BRAKE  ONLY. 


Fig, 


-REEL  FRAME  SHOWING|  AUXILIARY 
CHECK  ONLY. 


-  D. — Lignuni-vitae  Hub,  on  wliich  presser  brake  A  bears.  E. — 
Ratchet  wheel  of  adjustable  auxiliary  check  on  which  tongue  G 
works  when  in  gear. 


A. — Presser  brake.  B. — Operating  spring, 
lever.    D. — Shows  position  of  hub.   (.'■'ee  Fig.  3.) 


Operating 


0.— Tongue  worked  by  sprin 
throwing  tongue  into  and  out  of 


H. 

rear. 


-Operating 


We  are  not  going  to  say  that  anyone  can  master 
and  use  this  reel  in  an  effective  manner  without 
carefully  considering  its  poitits  and  the  instructions 
we  give,  but  we  do  say  that  any  careful  sportsman 
who  will  take  the  trouble  (and  it  is  worth  his 
while)  to  study  the  following  points  carefully,  and 
then  quietly  experiment  by  making  a  few  moderate 
casts  on  a  lawn  with  IJoz.  of  lead  to  begin  with, 
will  learn  it  in  half  an  hour's  practice. 

1.  Wind  up  the  line  until  about  4ft.  extends 
from  the  rod  point,  with  Ijoz.  of  lead  at  the  end. 

2.  Grasp  the  rod  with  the  right  hand  forward 
and  the  left  behind  the  reel,  neither  hand  touching 
the  line,  which  must  be  free. 

3.  Make  a  half  turn  to  the  right  and  carry  the 
rod  point  round  as  far  as  you  can  to  your  back. 
Then  gently  swing  the  bait  back  to  get  a  fair 
length  of  stroke.  When  it  is  as  far  back  as  you 
can  swing  it,  make  your  cast  by  bringing  the  rod 
-smartly  but  steadily  forward.  At  the  moment  of 
casting  (not  before)  press  the  forefinger  of  the  left 


HOW  TO   USE  THE   "SILEX-"  REEL. 

hand  on  the  little  projecting  lever  J,  just  for  an 
instant — that  is,  until  the  bait  has  reached  half  the 
distance  you  mtend  it  to  travel,  leaving  the  weight 
of  the  bait  (which  is  then  controlled  by  the  brake) 

!  to  complete  the  cast. 

4.  The  cast  must  he  underhand,  and  the  bait 

i  swung  as  one  would  bowl  an  underhand  cricket 
ball.  It  should,  however,  be  hoisted  into  the  air 
some  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  The  cast  may  be  made 
horizontal  if  desired,  but  any  attempt  to  cast  as 
one  does  a  fly  is  perfectly  useless. 

.5.  When  a  fair  degree  of  proficiency  has  been 
attained,  the  lever  .J  may  be  pressed  for  a  slightly 
longer  period,  in  fact,  until  the  bait  nears  its 
destination  ;  but  it  is  unwise  to  attempt  this  in  the 
first  instance.  In  fact,  the  spool  can  only  be 
allowed  to  run  free  for  such  a  length  of  time,  when 
the  caster  can  make  a  perfectly  smooth  and  even- 

i  paced  cast.  . 

6.  Any  jerk  in  casting  is  fatal.  It  must  be 
absolutely  even  and  imderhand,  or  horizontal. 


Very  little  exertion  is  required  to  cast  even  long 
distances. 

7.  If  desired,  the  adjustable  auxiliary  check  can 
be  used  at  every  cast  by  simply  pressing  the  lever 
F  before  winding  in,  but  must  lie  pushed  off  again 
before  making  another  cast.  This  clieck,  however, 
is  mainly  intended  to  be  used  after  a  fisli  .has  been 
struck. 

8.  To  ensure  easy  manipulation  and  smooth  cast- 
ing, it  is  necessary  that  the  reel  be  filled  with  line 
to  withm  one  quarter  of  an  inch  from  edge  of  drum. 

9.  Note. — Entanglement  in  casting  can  only 
come  from  keeping  the  finger  too  long  on  the  lever, 
or  from  jerky  casting. 

A  Word  .about  Spinning  Lines. — These  may 
be  of  any  make  or  material,  but  m.ust  be  smooth 
and  pliant.  Perhaps  the  mdst  important  point  is 
that  they  must  not  have  the  slightest  inclination  to 
stick  together.  The  least  iach  is  fatal  in  casting, 
as  it  jerks  the  spool  or  line  drum,  and  causes  it  to 
reverse  its  action  and  so  tangle  the  line. 
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THE  GEILSE  THAT  DIDN'T  WAIT. 


None  but  those  who  have  experienced  a  few 
holidays  in  the  far-away  and  incomparable  Scotch 
highlands  can  appreciate  the  feelings  of  one  who 
turns  his  back  on  his  business  and  takes  train  up 
there  for  a  solid  three  weeks'  fishing  holiday. 

It  makes  one  feel  years  younger  the  very  thought 
of  it,  and  the  looking  out  and  fondling  the  favourite 
rods  and  looking  through  the  fly-books  sets  all  the 
nerves  a-tingling,  and  then,  when  at  last  you  stand 
on  the  bank  or  up  to  the  middle  in  the  lovely  rushing, 
brawling  Scotch  stream,  breathing  air  that  you 
can  almost  bite,  you  feel  as  if  you  can  shout  for 
very  joy. 

I  had  spent  one  delightful  holiday  in  the  same 
spot — a  lonely  little  village  away  up  among  the 
Cairngorms,  far  away  from  the  madding  crowd, 
indeed,  nearly  twenty  miles  from  the  railway— and 
so  charmed  were  we — that  is,  my  wife,  youngster, 
and  self — that  we  returned  to  the  same  spot  the 
following  year,  and  came  to  anchor  under  the  same 
hospitable  roof— the  Richman  Arms.  There  we 
foimd  other  good  people,  evidently  of  the  same 
mind  as  ourselves,  for  several  faces  appeared  at  the 
hall  door  when  we  drove  up  that  we  recognised, 
and  to  my  delight  my  last  year's  fishing  friend. 
Whiskers,  was  there.  The  river  that  was  to  claim 
our  chief  attention  is  one  of  the  most  rapid  and 
also  one  of  the  clearest  in  Scotland.  It  is  also 
very  beautiful,  but  there  was  one  hallowed  reach 
on  it  that  both  Whiskers  and  myself  had  coveted 
the  previous  year,  mainly,  of  course,  because  it  was 
forbidden  ground.  It  flowed  through  a  deer  forest, 
and  the  lessee  of  the  same  looks  upon  an  angler  as 
a  veritable  satyr — I  believe  he  imagines  that  were 
he  to  extend  them  permission  to  fish  this  few  miles 
of  his  they  would  spend  their  time  running  up  and 
do\vn  the  one  thousand  to  two  thousand  feet  of 
high  hills  chasing  his  stags ;  but  Whiskers  and  I 
held  council  together,  conferring  with  mine  host 
the  landlord,  with  the  result  that  one  evening  he 
(the  landlord)  came  and  informed  us  that  McTurk, 
the  head  keeper,  was  in  the  bar  parlour.  Whiskers 
and  I  at  once  went  in  and  talked  to  him  about  the 
weather  and  stags,  also  finding  out  by  degrees  that 
he  did  not  regard  anglers  as  very,  very  bad,  and  by 
judicious  application  of  the  wine  of  the  country  we 
succeeded  at  last  in  gettmg  McTurk  thawed,  and 
we  thawed  him  to  such  an  extent  that  at  last  he 
said,  "  Aweel  mon,  ye  may  gang  an  fash  so  laing  as 
ye'U  keep  oot  o'  sicht  o'  the  underkeeper's  hoose," 
and  he  further  reassured  us  by  saying  that  if  the 
underkeeper  saw  us  he  would  report  to  him 
(McTurk)  and  we  should  "  hear  na  mair  aboot  it." 

Whiskers  and  I  went  to  l:ed  happy,  and  on  the 
morrow  we  drove  away  with  rods,  creels,  and  waders 
concealed  under  the  seats  of  the  waggonette. 

Having  arrived  at  our  destination  we  separated, 
1  starting  about  half-a-mile  above  him.  Oh  I  what 
a  glorious  bit  of  river  it  was,  flowing  through  a 
lovely  v9,lley  covered  with  emerald  green  sward, 
and  hardly  a  tree  to  get  hung  up  in.  The  day  was 
all  against  us,  being  a  cloudless  summer  day. 
However,  I  plodded  on,  and  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  had  creeled  four  nice  fish,  all  just  under  fib. 

Working  carefully  through  a  long  shallowis'h 
pool  I  had  almost  reached  the  end,  when  flash— tug 
— whir-r-r,  and  I  had  something  to  negotiate  that  I 
had  not  bargained  for.  With  a  light  split  cane  rod 
and  light  cast  my  opponent  had  a  rare  game  with 
me.  Up  the  pool  he  went,  then  down  again  he 
came,  and  then  he  let  me  have  just  one  good  look 
at  him,  for  out  he  came,  and  a  lovely  grilse  he  was, 
as  white  as  silver.  I  had,  however,  no  time  for 
admiration,  for  back  he  went,  takmg  all  my  line, 
and  I  had  to  follow  him,  and  in  doing  so  came  to 
grief,  as  slipping  on  a  stone  I  sat  down  in  the  bed 
of  the  river.  When  I  rose  to  continue  the  battle 
there  was  a  very  sickening  slacking  of  the  line,  and 
I  found  that  his  lordship  had  not  waited,  and  that 
I  had  not  landed  my  first  salmon. 

There  was  nobody  near  so  I  said  just  what  I  felt 
and  that  was  to  the  point.  However,  it  was  a 
glorious  hot  day,  and  having  undressed  I  hung  my 
clothes  out  to  dry  in  the  sun,  and  sat  on  the  bank 
and  ate  my  sandwiches  after  the  manner  that  I 
pictured  Adam  doing  in  the  olden  days. 

Having  dressed  again,  and  put  on  a  fresh  cast,  I 
made  a  fresh  start,  getting  another  nice  fish  out  of 
the  next  pool,  when  I  looked  up  and  saw  Whiskers 
about  two  hundred  yards  away  conversing  to  a  man 
that  looked  suspiciously  like  a  keeper. 
I  tried  not  to  see  him,  but  there  was  no  ignoring 


the  vigorous  beckoning,  and  on  arriving  at  his  side 
he  told  me  that  he  had  made  the  discovery  that  we 
were  fishing  in  private  water. 

Of  course  we  were  very  sorry,  and  after  giving 
him  our  names  to  be  reported  to  the  head  keeper 
we  turned  and  went  away.  On  comparing  notes 
we  found  that  Whiskers  had  not  even  done  so  well 
as  I  had.  And  so  ended  a  delightful  summer  day, 
but  a  poor  one  as  regards  results.,  and  my  first 
salmon  still  has  to  be  caught.  Whiskers  and  I 
had  many  another  delightful  day  on  that  and  some 
of  the  other  smaller  streams. 

Well  do  I  remember  another  when  we  were 
accompanied  by  a  south  country  colonel,  who  a 
day  or  two  before,  when  we  told  him  we  were  only 
beginners,  had  given  us  a  lecture  on  dry  fly  fishing. 
However,  we  both  had  the  pleasure  that  day  of 
fishing  water  after  him,  and  getting  fish  where  he 
had  failed. 

So  passed  away  a  delightful  holiday,  and  if  I 
can  only  always  find  as  charming  a  spot,  as  com- 
fortable quarters,  and  as  cheery  a  fisherman  as 
Whiskers,  I  shall  never  complain  even  if  my  first 
salmon  still  remains  uncaught.  Novice. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD'S  HEXAGONAL 
GEBENHEART  RODS. 


Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotf.oed  have  been  showing 
at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium,  Westminster,  some  hex- 
agonal greenheart  rods.  One  of  their  customers, 
a  very  good  fisherman,  has  had  one  of  these  rods 
for  some  years,  and  speaks  very  highly  of  it.  I 
have  seen  rods  of  greenheart  made  with  hexagonal 
joints  by  Messrs.  Anderson,  of  Edinbm-gh,  long 
ago,  and  very  good  rods  they  seemed  to  be.  I 
remember  ages  ago  suggesting  that  rods  might  be 
made  oval  instead  of  round,  then  you  could  get 
plenty  of  play  when  you  fished  with  the  flat  side 
foremost,  and  plenty  of  stiffness  when  you  turned 
the  edge  to  the  strain;  but  it  was  more  in  joke 
than  earnest,  and  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  ever 
tried  it. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  seen  two  of 
Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford's  hexagonal  greenheart 
rods,  and  I  must  say  I  liked  the  action.  The  rods 
seem  light  for  their  length.  Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scot- 
ford  claim  that  the  hexagonal  shape  makes  a  stiffer 
and  yet  lighter  rod  than  the  same  wood  in  the 
round  shape,  but  it  would  require  some  careful 
experiments  to  prove  that,  I  think.  For  instance, 
a  four-foot  joint  of  greenheart  f  inch  in  diameter, 
circular  in  shape,  is  deflected  by  a  weight  suspended 
from  the  centre  when  the  two  ends  are  resting  on 
supports,  the  same  joint  is  then  made  hexagonal  m 
shape.  Will  it  be  deflected  less  or  more  than 
before  ?  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  miracle  if  it 
was  not  more.  Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford  have  a 
very  good  show  of  small  trout  flies  on  gut  and  on 
eyed  hooks.  R.  B.  Marston. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  ''Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbvillb  Fennell.) 

CHAPTER  III.— continued. 
(Continued  from  page  174.) 

Yarrell  tells  us  that  "  the  roach  is  said  to  be 
abundant  in  almost  all  the  rivers  throughout  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  in  this  country  appears 
to  be  a  very  common  fish,  inhabiting  most  of  om- 
rivers,  but  preferring  those  that  are  slow  in  their 
course,  frequenting  the  deepest  parts  by  day,  and 
by  night  feeding  on  the  shallows.  A  specimen 
sent  to  me  from  Scotland,  by  Sir  William  Jardine, 
Bart.,  was  rather  shorter  and  deeper  than  the 
roach  of  the  south." 

Haunts. — Their  best  haunts  are  in  deep,  quiet- 
running  waters,  and  holes  where  the  shadow  of 
the  trees  and  banks  secures  them  from  the  annoy- 
ance caused  by  passing  objects.  We  have  for  the 
most  part  found  that  they  delight  in  a  bottom  of 
sand  and  gravel,  but  some  of  those  we  have  caught 
have  been  more  or  less  solitary  in  their  habits,  and 
were  found  where  a  description  of  slimy  marl 
existed.  They  come  from  their  holes  into  shallow 
water  in  the  summer,  and  feed  a  good  deal  upon 
the  animalculae  met  with  amongst  the  weed  which 
hangs  upon  old  woodwork,  and,  if  the  water  be 
thick,  a  good  deal  amongst  the  weeds.  At  this 
time  it  is  alniost  useless  to  angle  for  any  that 


exceed  a  few  ounces  in  weight,  but  we  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  if  the  habits  of  the  roach 
were  more  carefully  observed,  and  their  stomachs 
and  food  scrupulously  examined,  sufKcient  in- 
formation might  bo  gleaned  of  their  favourite 
food  at  certain  periods  to  permit  of  a  paste  being 
mixed,  compounded  partly  of  small  insects  and 
weed,  that  should  tempt  them  to  the  hook  with 
the  same  avidity  they  exhibit  during  the  autumn 
and  winter.  We  are  the  more  induced  to  this 
conclusion  from  the  fact  that  roach,  if  watched 
from  places  where  in  turn  they  cannot  see  their 
inspector,  appear  to  be  almost  alw  ays  on  the  feed. 

There  cannot  exist  a  doubt  that  all  fish  feed 
upon  the  spawn  of  their  fellows,  and,  from  its 
size  and  colour,  are  especially  fond  of  salmon  roe, 
the  use  of  which  for  bait  is  now  rendered  illegal, 
although,  curiously  enough,  not  a  word  is  said 
about  the  roe  of  trout.  It  appears  to  be  relished 
by  every  species.  An  author,  whose  name  has 
escaped  us,  alludes  to  the  habit  of  roach  feeding, 
when  in  ponds  upon  the  spawn  of  the  carp.  He ' 
says  that  at  one  time,  by  constantly  feeding  the 
roach  in  a  small  lake,  he  brought  them  to  such  a 
degree  of  tameness  that  they  would  take  bread  out 
of  his  fingers,  and  play  round  and  round  through 
them  in  scores.  Generally  they  collected  in 
numbers  waiting  to  be  fed  at  their  accustomed 
breakfast  time,  but  he  noticed  that  while  the 
carp  were  engaged  in  spawning  only  two  or  three 
made  their  appearance,  and  even  they  would 
scarcely  look  at  the  bread  which  he  offered  them, 
being  doubtless  gorged  with  carp  spawn.  Indeed, 
he  had  frequently  detected  them  at  intervals 
dashing  about,  close  in  the  wake  of  carp  which 
were  engaged  in  spawning.  But  he  thinks  that 
if  roach  do  thus  make  free  with  the  spawn  of  the 
carp,  yet  he  suspects  they  are  useful  to  the 
parent  fish  in  relieving  them  from  water  lice, 
with  which  they  are  occasionally  much  infested. 
This  suspicion  he  grounds  on  the  fact  that,  having 
seen  carp  on  the  surface  with  roach  swarming 
closely  round  them,  and  succeeded  on  several 
occasions,  by  foul  hooking  or  otherwise,  in  taking 
them  from  the  midst  of  such  company,  he  in- 
variably found  them  to  be  suff'ering  from  these 
parasites.  When  in  this  state  they  rapidly  lose 
condition,  and  sometimes  become  so  weak  that 
they  will  suffer  themselves  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
water  with  the  hand. 

An  acquaintance  told  me  that  some  time  since, 
on  taking  up  some  trimmers  baited  with  roach  in 
the  lake  in  Southill  Park,  he  found  on  one  of  the 
lines  a  roach  of  about  two  pounds  weight,  which 
he  secured.  It  was  not  hooked,  but  had  the  bait 
in  its  mouth,  the  head  only  appearing.  Upon 
another  occasion  he  was  fishing  in  the  same  water 
for  perch  at  the  same  spot,  as  near  as  he  could 
recollect,  and  caught  a  roach  of  similar  weight  on 
a  paternoster  baited  with  a  small  roach.  On 
inquiring  of  the  keepers  in  both  instances,  they 
had  never  known  roach  taken  ui  the  same  way. 
The  two  facts,  therefore,  surprised  the  angler, 
and  he  applied  to  the  Field  for  information,  to 
which  the  editor  of  that  paper  added :  "  The 
above  fact  is  curious.  We  have  known  roach  to 
take  a  spinning  bait.  We  once  likewise,  when 
spinnmg  with  one  of  the  Kemps  at  Teddington 
Weir  for  trout,  had  several  runs  from  small  fish, 
which  we  thought  to  be  chub,  and  after  some 
four  or  five  misses,  we  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth 
a  roach  of  about  one  pound." — Field.  Jan.  16,  1864. 

[Several  of  our  coarse  fish,  which  are  usually 
vegetable  feeders,  incline  to  a  cannibalistic  diet 
when  recovering  from  the  effects  of  spawning. 
Large  barbel  frequently  take  the  spinniag  bait 
of  the  Thames  trout  fisher  in  spring,  and  roach 
have  been  caught  when  fishing  in  the  Thames  for 
perch  in  July,  using  a  live  minnow  as  bait.] 

The  Azurine  or  Blue  Roach. — This  is  a  scarce 
species  which  has  been  comparatively  recently 
added  to  our  British  catalogue.  It  is,  however, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  some  of  the  Swiss  lakes.  The 
examples  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Yarrell 's  work  were 
sent  to  that  author  by  the  late  Lord  Derby  fi'om 
Knowsley,  and  even  there  the  localities  from 
which  they  are  attainable  are  limited.  It  is 
stated  to  be  hardy,  tenacious  of  life,  and  spawns 
like  other  roach  in  May.  The  flesh  is  said  to  be 
firm,  of  good  flavour,  and  to  resemble  that  of  the 
perch.  The  food  and  bai-ts  used  for  its  capture 
are  those  taken  by  the  carp ;  and  the  largest 
specimen  known  was  not  supposed  to  exceed  one 
pound  in  weight.  We  were  told  that  the  azurine 
was  to  be  found  in  a  pond  on  the  Dartford  Marshes, 
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but  all  our  eft'orts  to  obtain  one  fi-om  that  locality 
have  been  fruitless. 

The  azurine  has  the 'upper  part  of  the  head, 
back,  and  sides  of  slate  blue,  passing  into  silvery 
white  beneath,  and  both  shining  with  metallic 
lustre ;  the  irides  white  tinged  with  pale  straw 
colour ;  all  the  fins  white.  The  depth  of  the  fish 
is  to  the  length  as  two  to  seven,  and  it  is  therefore 
in  shape  something  similar  to  a  rudd,  but  is  at 
once  distinguished  from  that  species  by  the  slate 
blue  colom-  of  the  back,  the  silvery  whiteness  of 
the  abdomen,  and  also  by  its  white  fins,  which  in 
the  rudd  are  of  a  fine  vemiilion. 

[Dav  describes  the  azurine  as  simply  a  variety 
of  rudd  ("  British  Fishes,"  ii.,  184).  Mr.  Pennell 
found  in  some  ponds  near  Komford,  in  Essex,  a 
lemon  or  yellow  coloured  variety  of  the  rudd.] 

Eoach  in  different  waters  vary  much  in  con- 
dition and  general  appearance,  and  sometimes 
assume  colours  approaching  those  of  the  carp. 
The  roach  in  the  Yeading  brook,  which  passes 
through  Isleworth,  near  the  Royal  Oak,  are 
particularly  noted  for  tlieir  rich,  handsome  appear- 
ance ;  but  the  most  curious  instance  of  abnormal 
colouring  which  has_^come  to  our  knowledge  is  that 
related  below. 

Crimson  Roach. — "  A  roach  weighing  lib.  2oz., 
its  extreme  length  thirteen-and-a-half  inches,  and 
greatest  depth  three-and-a-half  inches,  colour  of 
body  of  a  delicate  pale  crimson  tint,  which  seen 
through  the  silvery  scales  was  excessively  beautiful, 
was  taken  by  Mr.  John  Benjamin,  in  October,  1868, 
from  Mr.  Benningfield's  water,  at  Broxbourne. 
The  gill  covers  were  of  a  beautiful  golden  tint,  and 
the  whole  of  the  fins  of  a  vivid  crimson,  surpassing 
in  brilliancy  and  depth  of  coloinr  those  of  the 
perch:'— Field,  October  3,  1868. 

The  Rudd  or  Red-eye  (Leucisciis  Erythropli- 
tliahnus). — This  work  would  be  incomplete  without 
some  mention  of  the  rudd,  of  which  Walton  says : 
"  There  is  a  kind  of  bastard  small  roach  that  breeds 
in  ponds,  with  very  forked  tail,  and  of  very  small 
size ;  which  some  say  is  bred  of  the  bream  and 
right  roach  ;  they  differ  from  tlie  true  roach  as 
much  as  a  herring  from  a  pilchard.  And  this 
bastard  breed  of  roach  is  now  scattered  in  many 
rivers,  but  I  think  not  in  the  Thames." 

Yarrell  upon  this  says  that  "  It  is  probable  that 
the  fishes  here  alluded  to  were  the  true  rudd." 

The  representation  of  the  fish  at  the  bottom  of 
the  title-page  of  the  third  volume  of  Pennant's 
"  British  Zoology,"  is  that  of  a  rudd  or  red-e^'C,  and 
not  that  of  a  roach,  as  stated  ;  which  the  position 
of  the  dorsal  fin  and  comparison  with  the  figure  of 
the  rudd  at  plate  83,  page  479,  will  sufficiently 
testify. 

We  have  occasionally  talien  rudd  in  the  Thames, 
the  Lea,  and  Dagenham  Reaeli,  and  there  are  many 
ponds  and  rivers  within  thirty  miles  of  London  in 
which  they  are  to  be  met  with  in  abundance,  more 
particularly  in  the  Loddon  above  Twytord,  and  the 
ponds  in  Wanstead  Park.  The  rudd  is  likewise 
found  in  Oxfordshire  and  Warwickshire,  and  in  the 
Cam  and  Lode  in  Cambridgeshire.  But  perhaps  it 
is  n^|st  prolific  in  the  broads  of  Norfolk,  where  it 
is  known  as  the  Roud,  a  name  that  occurs  in 
Willughby.  It  is  likewise  met  with  in  Lincolnshire 
and  Yorkshire,  in  Lough  Neagh  in  Ireland,  where  it 
is  called  a  roach,  and  it  is  said  to  occur  in  Scotland. 
In  France  it  is  called  the  roach-carp. 

[The  rudd  is  also  known  locally  as  the  finscale 
and  the  shallow.  In  Welsh  it  is  rhudrlgoch  ;  in 
Dutch,  De  Buisch-Voorn ;  and  in  French,  Le 
Rotcngle.  It  is  very  common  in  the  south  of 
England.  In  the  Thames  it  is  rarely  captured. 
In  Ireland  it  is  very  common,  and  invariably  called 
the  roach.  According  to  Thompson,  the  true  roach 
is  wanting  in  Ireland.] 

"  Rudd  "  is  a  corruption  of  ruddy,  derived  from 
the  prevailing  goldenxoppery  tint  which  ornaments 
the  whole  siirface.  The  term  red-eye  refers  to  the 
colour  o1  the  irides.  The  rudd,  in  addition  to  its 
vivid  colours,  is  also  tenacious  of  life,  and  is  on 
that  account  preferred  bytrollers  as  a  bait  for  pike. 
It  requires,  however,  very  tender  handling,  as  the 
scales  come  off  at  almost  the  slightest  contact.  It 
breeds  freely  without  any  care  being  bestowed  upon 
it,  and  it  is  therefore  useful  as  food  for  large  perch, 
trout,  and  pike.  It  is  said  to  be  a  much  better  fish 
to  eat  than  the  roach.  "  I  have  seen  marshmen," 
says  Dr.  Lubbock,  "  select  rudd  for  their  own 
cookery,  whilst  they  carried  bream  and  roach  home 
only  for  the  dog  or  the  pig — for  be  it  known  that 
a  Norfolk  water-dog  and  a  marsh  pig  are  both 
piscivorous  animals.", 


The  food  of  the  rudd  consists  of  worms,  mollus- 
cous animals,  and  insects,  with  some  vegetable 
matter ;  it  spawns  in  April  or  early  in  May,  on  or 
about  aquatic  plants,  and  the  scales  at  this  period 
are  rough  to  the  hand,  like  those  of  the  roach. 

The  irides  are  orange  i"ed  ;  the  cheeks  and  gill 
covers  golden  yellow  ;  upper  part  of  the  back  brown, 
tinged  with  green  and  blue  ;  the  sides  more  pale  ; 
the  belly  light  golden  yellow  ;  the  whole  surface  of 
the  body  tinged  with  a  brilliant  golden  hue,  varying 
when  viewed  in  different  positions  in  reference  to 
the  light,  which  it  is  difficult  to  name  correctly ; 
the  fins  more  or  less  bright  red,  "  pai-tioularly," 
says  Yarrell,  "  in  those  specimens  I  have  seen  from 
the  Thames,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Lough  Neagh." 
Dorsal  and  caudal  fin  not  so  bright  in  colour  as 
the  fins  of  the  under  surface,  but  more  inclining  to 
reddish  brown. 

The  rudd  is  very  plentiful  in  the  broads,  where 
it  is  very  lively  and  active,  rises  freely  at  flies,  and 
is  fond  of  sporting  on  the  surface.  Mr.  Daniel 
makes  mention  of  a  rudd  accidently  taken  with  a 
minnow  at  Kimpton-Hoo,  near  Welwyn,  Herts. 
Their  most  natural  habitat  is  in  still  waters. 

American  Roach.  —  Thaddeus  Norris,  in  the 
"  American  Angling  Book,"  speaking  of  the  roach 
of  that  coimtry,  says  : — "  Of  course  no  angler  will 
fish  for  roach  when  better  sport  can  be  ha,d  ;  but 
as  they  ai'e  only  in  season  when  all  other  fish 
refuse  a  bait,  and  thus  act  as  a  palliati\'e  to  one 
who  suffers  from  '  Anglo-mania,'  they  deserve  some 
notice. 

"  On  any  warm  day,  from  October  to  April,  the 
angler  may  unite  recreation  with  exercise,  by 
taking  his  walking-cane  rod  in  his  hand,  and  with 
a  lump  of  tough  dough,  or  a  few  small  wood- worms, 
have  an  hour's  sport  with  these  pretty  little  fish. 
If  he  has  some  juvenile  friend  with  him,  the 
pleasure  is  enhanced.  I  have  taken  scores  of  them 
during  the  winter,  from  seven  to  nine  inclies  in 
length,  at  Gray's  Ferry,  also  in  Cooper's  Creek,  and 
at  Red  Bank,  below  the  city.  Tliey  are  generally 
found  on  the  lee  side  of  a  pier  stretching  into  a 
fresh  water  creek  or  river,  and  somtimes  into  the 
dock  itself. 

"  When  fishing  for  roach,  I  have  frequently  laid 
them  on  the  snow  or  ice,  when  they  would  become 
frozen  ;  but  on  taking  them  home  carefully,  and 
putting  them  in  hydrant  water,  would  have  the 
whole  catch  swiumiing  about.  There  is  some  nicety 
required  in  taking  roach  artistically,  which  is  not 
attained  by  bunglers,  and  this  fact  adds  to  the 
pleasm-e  of  this  kind  of  winter  angling." 

This  author  appears  to  fish  for  roach  as  we  do 
for  smelts,  as  he  says  : — "  The  rods  hould  be  slight, 
and  from  eight  to  ten  feet  long  ;  the  line  of  fine 
silk ;  bottom  of  fine  gut ;  hooks,  No.  12  Kirby, 
one  of  which  should  be  seized  to  the  extreme  end, 
and  three  others  to  short  pieces  of  gut,  diverging 
at  intervals  of  eight  inches ;  float,  a  neat  quill ; 
the  sinker  should  be  just  heavy  enough  to  sinlc  half 
or  two-thirds  of  the  float ;  the  bottom  should  touch 
or  be  near  the  ground." 

"  The  bait,  if  paste,  should  be  rolled  in  small 
pellets,  not  larger  than  a  No.  1  shot,  between  the 
finger  and  thumb  ;  it  should  merely  cover  the  point 
and  barb  of  the  hook.  When  they  bite  freely  a 
small  mite  of  the  tough  skin  of  a  chicken's  leg  will 
obviate  the  necessity  of  baiting  often.  Worms 
obtained  by  peeling  the  bark  from  rotten  logs  are 
generally used  in  winter.  On  a  cold  day  a  bite  is 
almost  imperceptible  to  a  novice,  but  a  little  obser- 
vation will  soon  teach  him  when  to  strike,  which 
should  be  done  by  a  slight  but  quick  motion. 
Roach  will  not  rise  at  a  fly  in  winter,  but  I  have 
caught  them  when  casting  for  trout  on  a  ■ponA  in 
March." 

(To  he  continued.) 


SALMON  ANGLING  EXCUESIONS 
IN  CANADA. 


[One  of  owx  American  subscribers,  the  Hon. 
Daniel  B.  Fearing,  sends  us  the  following  par- 
ticulars, which,  he  thinks,  will  ■  interest  us  on  this 
side  as  showing  how  the  love  of  sport  is  spreading 
in  North  America. — Ed.] 

"  Never  in  the  annals  of  sporting  events  has 
such  an  opportunity  been  offered  to  the  disciples 
of  Izaak  Walton  or  lovers  of  natural  history. 

"  Safe  and  easy  access  to  the  wildest  and  least 
populated  section  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  a 
delightful  health-giving  trip  of  1600  miles  down 


tlie  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  privilege  of 
fishing  for  salmon  and  trout  for  fifteen  days  in  the 
best  stocked  rivers  of  North  America. 

"The  St.  Lawrence  Steamship  Co.  (Limited), 
having  secured  the  exclusive  fishing  rights  from 
the  Government  of  the  Pro\'ince  of  Quebec  on  the 
St.  Augustin,  Coacoacho,  Etamamiou,  Olomono- 
sheeboo,  Washeecootai  and  Grand  Musquarro 
Ri^  'ers  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  are  organising  a 
series  of  excursions  to  these  rivers  during  the 
season  of  1901,  in  order  that  the  attention  of 
sportsmen  genei-ally  may  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
an  immense  field  for  the  salmon  angler  lies  open 
in  this  region,  hitherto  inaccessible  on  account  of 
the  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  great  distance, 
want  of  comfortable  accommodation  on  the  rivers, 
etc.  Thus  furnishing  an  opportunity  to  those 
desiring  it  of  associating  together  in  the  formation 
of  a  salmon  angling  club  on  a  large  scale,  whereby 
good  transportation  would  be  assured,  and  these 
rivers  brought  within  the  reach  of  those  to  whom 
the  pleasures  of  salmon  angling  are  impossible 
under  present  conditions. 

"  Owing  to  the  distance  from  centres  of  civilisa- 
tion and  limited  population  of  this  region,  the 
company  have  decided  to  supply  everything  re- 
quisite for  making  these  excusions  a  success  and  a 
pleasure  in  every  way.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  to  furnish  each  member  of  the  excursion 
parties,  when  he  reaches  the  fishing  ground,  with 
sleeping  accommodation,  one  canoe,  two  guides, 
cooks,  waiters,  dining  tents,  etc.,  in  order  that  no 
trouble  may  arise,  and  that  the  trips,  from  first  to 
last,  may  run  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  guests. 

"  The  distance  to  the  St.  Augustin  River  from 
Quebec  is  about  eight  hundred  miles,  and  the  trip 
down  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrende  is  one  of  the  finest ; 
navigation  is  safe  and  smooth,  no  rough  water  is 
experienced  as  a  rule  in  the  summer  season,  as  the 
route  usually  taken  is  between  the  outlying  islands 
and  the  mainland.  The  scenery  is  very  picturesque 
and  beautiful.  A  chain  of  these  islands  runs  almost 
to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle.  The  weather  is 
pleasantly  cool,  and  but  little  fog  is  met  with 
during  this  season.  The  Government  telegraph 
line  has  been  completed  from  Quebec  to  Bonne 
Esperance,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  below  the 
St.  Augustin  River,  so  that  members  will  always 
be  in  touch  with  their  families  by  telegraph. 

"  What  Members  should  Bring  with  Them. 

"  One  pair  heavy  woollen  blankets ;  one  pair 
rubber  sheets  ;  one  pair  rubber  boots  (thigh) ;  rubber 
coat  and  cap  ;  heavy  '  pea  jacket '  ;  woollen  under 
garments ;  heavy  woollen  socks ;  ordinary  old 
clothes ;  one  pillow  ;  towels  and  soap ;  what  you 
fancy  in  liquor,  tobacco,  etc. ;  one  good  salmon  rod, 
reel,  and  line  ;  one  dozen  casting  lines  (101b.  test)  ; 
two  light  trout  rods  with  reels  and  lines ;  one  gaff, 
one  landing  net  (large) ;  one  dozen  light  casting 
lines ;  •  two  or  three  dozen  salmon  flies,  such  as 
Jock  Scot,  Silver  Doctor,  Firey  Brown,  Black  Dose, 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  Fairy ;  large  and  medium 
sized  hooks  assorted  will  be  sufficient. 

"  Trout  flies  should  be  of  a  bright  colour  and  of 
large  size,  with  good  strong  loops,  as  the  fish  are 
large  and  fight  hard. 

"It  is  altogether  a  matter  of  taste  whether 
double  hooks  are  used  for  salmon  flies.  They  cer- 
tainly give  the  fish  less  chance,  but  the  writer  has-^ 
frequently  found  the  second  hook  to  act  as  a  lever 
and  loosen  the  other  till  it  worked  out  of  the  fish's 
mouth. 

"A  good  twelve -bore  choke  gun  with  suitable 
ammunition,  about  one  hundred  shells  assorted, 
duck  and  swan  shot. 

"  A  report  from  the  officials  of  the  Quebec 
Government  is  herewith  attached,  so  that  members 
may  rely  on  the  information  given  as  being  strictly 
correct. 

"  The  Fare  for  the  Excursion. 

"  The  fare  for  the  excursion  is  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  in  order  to  secure  accommodation  a 
deposit  fee  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  must 
accompany  each  application,  the  balance  to  be 
paid  before  embarkation  at  Quebec." 

Official  Report  sf  the  Salmon  Streams  of 
the  Labrador  Coast. 

"  St.  Augustin  River. — This  is  a  very  large  river, 
probably  equal  in  size  to  the  Ristigouche  River. 
It  contains  a  large  quantity  of  salmon  ;  they  run  a' 
long  way  up  this  river,  and  salmon  pools  exist  as 
far  as  a  hundred  miles  up-stream.  The  river 
divides  into  two  branches  close  to  the  sea,  the 
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north-west  and  north-east  branches.  Sahiion 
are  very  plentiful  in  both ;  they  take  the  fly 
readily  and  are  very  gamey.  This  river  can  easily 
accommodate  thirty  rods  at  the  same  time.  The 
trout  are  also  exceedingl.y_  plentiful  in  tliis  river, 
and  arc  of  a  large  size,  five  and  six  pounders  being 
frequently  taken. 

"  Olomonoshcehoo  or  Big  Romaine  River . — This 
is  one  of  the  largest  and  fines't  salmon  rivers  on  the 
Canadian  Labrador.  It  is  well  stocked  with  salmon 
and  very  large  sized  trout,  contains  a  large  number 
of  salmon  jjools,  and  can  accommodate  many  rods 
at  a  time.  The  river  widens  out  into  a  series  of 
lakes  above  the  first  falls,  about  five  miles  from 
the  sea,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  streams  communi- 
cating with  the  lakes -salmon  are  very  plentiful,  as 
\\-ell  as  trout  and  ouananiche.  This  latter  gamey 
fish  is  reported  as  being  exceedingly  plentiful  in  a 
number  of  rivers  of  the  North  Shore,  as  is  also 
another  species  of  salmon,  which  the  natives  call 
the  '  white  salmon,'  which  takes  the  fly  readily, 
inakes  a  good  fight,  and  runs  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  pounds  in  weight. 

"  Washeecootai.  —  Another  splendid  salmon 
stream,-  containing  large  numbers  of  salmon  anc| 
trout ;  is  situated  close  to  the  Olomonosheeboo, 
and- will  afford  good  sport  to  several  rods  at  a  time. 
It  is  a  well  known  salmon  stream. 

"  Etamamiou. — This  is  a  large  river,  contains  a 
large  number  of  salmon  pools  ;  the  fish  are  of  good 
size,  take  the  fly  readil.Vj.  and  exist  in  very  large 
numbers  every  season.  Trout  and  ouananiche  are 
met  with  in  large  nmnbers  also.  Good  sport  can 
be  had  in  this  river  for  eight  or  ten  rods  at  a  time. 

"  Coacoacho. — A  good  salmon  stream,  although 
the  exceedingly  large  numbers  of  trout  which  are 
found  ii^  this  stream  usually  interfere  with  the 
salmon  fishing.  The  trout  are  of  large  size,  take 
the  fly  voraciously,  and  so  quickly  that  one  is  apt  to 
vote  them  a  nuisance  when  fishing  for  salmon; 
still,  some  very  good  scores  have  been  made  on  this 
river.    The  salmon  are  of  good  size  and  very  gamey. 

"  Grand  Musquarro. — A  fine  stream,  containing 
plenty  of  salmon  and  trout.  It  is  situated  about 
eight  miles  from  the  Washeecootai,  and  will  aftbrd 
good  sport  for  three  or  four  rods  at  a  time." 

Certified  a  true  extract  of  reports  on  record'  in 
tlie  Department  of  Lands,  Forests,  and  Fisheries, 
Quebec,  January  18,  1901. 

E.  E.  Tache, 
Assistant  Commissioner, 
Crown  Lands  Department,  Quebec, 


A  NEW  SALMON  LOCH. 

[LocH  Earn.— Fishing  on  Loch  Earn  Head  Hotel 
Water  recently,  Mr.  Angus  caught  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.] 

The  above  extract  from  the  Scotsman  was 
modestly  hidden  away  without  any  other  headline 
than  "  Angling,"  yet  it  chronicles  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  and  most  hopeful  captm-es  announced 
for  many  years.  Loch  Earn  has  for  years  presented 
a  puzzling  problem  to  the  student  of  salmonology. 
Salmon  have  as  clear  and  easy  a  coui-se  to  its 
waters  as  they  have  to  Loch  Tay,  and  even  when 
allowance  is  made  for  the  fact  that  the  Earn  is  a 
tributary  of  the  Tay  and  does  not  run  direct  to 
the  sea  the  puzzle  is  as  great  as  ever.  Nor  does 
the  fact  that  other  lochs,  even  more  remotely  and 
less  directly  connected  with  the  sea,  carry  a  fair 
head  of  spring  fish  tend  to  make  the  solution  of 
the  problem  easier.  Lochs  Lubnaig  and  Vennachar, 
for  example,  from  which  the  Leny  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Teith  respectively  come,  hold  and 
yield  a  good  number  of  sprmg  fish.  Indeed,  Loch 
Lubnaig  often  yields  as  good  sport  as  Loch  Tay, 
and  as  many  as  ten  fish  have  been  landed  in 'a 
single  day.  Yet  the  Teith  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Forth,  a  river  of  no  great  repute  as  a  yielder  of 
spring  sport  amongst  salmon.  Loch  Oich  above 
Loch  Ness  is  another  example,  so  that  the  absence 
of  salmon  in  Loch  Earn,  or  at  least  the  failure  of 
such  anglers  as  have  trolled  the  lake  for  big  trout 
to  take  salmon  at  this  or  any  season  of  the  year, 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  remoteness  or  indirect- 
ness of  its  connection  with  the  sea. 

Why  salmon  have  not  penetrated  to  its  waters 
m  the  springs  of  the  past  is  a  difficult  question  to 
answer.  Why  they  seem  now  to  be  making  their 
way  into  the  loch  is  one  more  easily  answered. 
There  seems  to  be  only  one  cause.  As  the  salmon- 
pass  at  Dupplin  is  in  its  first  season,  to  the  pass 
and  the  ease  with  which  spring  fish  can  now  get 


over  the  obstruction  at  Dupplm  the  presence  of 
sahnon  not  merely  in  the  upper  waters  "of  the 
Earn — in  waters  which  hitherto  have  rarely  yielded 
a  "  springer  "-—but  also  in  Loch  Earn  must  be 
attributed.     The  theoretical  importance   of  the 
capture  in  Loch  Earn  is  only  equalled  by  the 
practical  value  of  the  pass  thus  clearly  demon- 
strated.   As  to  the  theoretical  importance,  it  is 
clear  that  the  easier  wc  make  "  the  way  up  "  our 
rivers,  and  the  fewer  obstructions  of  a  difficult 
kind  there  are,  the  higher  up  tlie  fish  will  push, 
and  the  better  distributed  will  they  be  over  the 
spawning  beds.    That  the  distribution  of  salmon 
over  a  river  is  a  good  thing  and  that  the  more  fish 
are   distributed   the   better   are  propositions  no 
student  of  salmon  will  dispute.    Crowding  and  the 
consequent  restlessness  and  "disease"  are  avoided, 
and  migration  becomes  more  natural.    In  theory 
all  accepted  that  the  easiness  of  the  way  was 
beneficial ;  this  fish  has  proved  the  theory  to  be 
right,  and  every  salmon  fact  established  helps 
towards  that  fuller  and  more  exact  knowledge  of 
the  mystery  of  the  fish  at  which  ichthyologists 
aver,  but   which  they  are  still  far  froin  having 
attained. 

Finally,  another  salmon  loch  added  to  the  spring 
list,  Jiowever  indifferent  and  uncertain  be  its 
present  yield,  is  a  hopeful  sign  in  these  days  of 
crowded  angling  ways,  and,  for'  the  most  part, 
decadent  salmon  waters.  Hamish  Stuart. 


fortnight  ago  will  return  them,  so  that  tho  exporiment 
which  the  society  wishes  to  continue  may  go  through. 
One  gentleman  was  elected  a  niombor.  \  very  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  for 
so  ably  dealing  with  matters  of  tho  greatest  importanco 
to  tho  society.  J.  H.  Walker, 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgato-street,  E.G. 


CEXTIIAL  A.SSOCIATIOX   OK  I.OXDOX 
AN(}LIN(I  CLUBS. 


THE  "  CLAEENCE"  FLY  EOD. 

Made  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  fishing  tackle  maker.  Bishop 
Auckland,  has  recently  improved  the  first-rate  green- 
heait  fly  rod  which  he  calls  the  "  Clarence,"  and 
which  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  fly  rods  we  have 
ever  tried.    It  is  in  three  joints  two  tops, 

carried  in  cane  landing  net  handle  ;  the  ferrules  are 
double-brazed  and  seriated.  The  rod  is  fitted  with 
snake  rings  and  revolving  end  ring,  universal  winch 
fittings,  cork  handle,  etc.  It  is  made  of  any  action 
required,  and  in  lengths  of  10  feet,  10^  feet,  11  feet 
or  12  feet  at  33s.  6d.,  also  14  feet  at  40s.,  and  15  feet 
at  47s.  6d.-  Mr.  Cummins  guarantees  the  greenheart 
to  be  of  the  finest  quality,  straight-grained,  and 
thoroughly  seasoned. 

Tlie  feel  of  the  "  Clarence  "  rod  makes  one  wish 
to  h<ue  the  chance  of  using  it.  Mr.  Cummins 
says  :  "  We  have  had  a  welcome  change  of  weather 
here  ;  tho  snow  has  almost  disappeared  under  a  good 
south-west  wind.  I  hope  to  have  a  day  or  two  of 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Tees  very  soon  if 'the  weather 
continues  bright." 


PISCATORLIL  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  Geo.  Smith  presided  affably  over  Monday's 
meeting,  but,  contrary  to  expectation,  there  were  no 
trout  on  the  table  to  gladden  the  eves  of  the  members 
present.  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had,  how- 
ever, drawn  "  first  blood  "  on  the  Uxbridge  water.  The 
wind  was  most  trying,  but  the  opening  dav  was  fine. 
In  the  result  the  captain  killed  a  nice  fish  of  a  pound. 
Several  good  ones  were  seen  at  different  places,  and 
only  a  little  warm  weather  is  needed  to  set  them  on 
the  move.  The  genial  vice-president,  whom  everyone 
was  glad  to  see  back  again,  full  of  fire  and  trouting 
enthusiasm,  after  his  bothering  indisposition,  had 
been  to  another  part  of  the  Colne  hard  by  Uxbridge, 
but  had  not  succeeded  in  touching  a  fish.  Coarse 
fishing  for  roach  closed  on  March  31,  and  on  that  day 
both  the  hon.  secretary  and  j\Ir.  W.  G.  Fletcher  tried 
to  get  amongst  Ilutilus.  Their  painstaking  efforts 
were  however  unrewarded,  for  the  second  named 
member  had  but  one  undersized  roach  from  morn  till 
eve.  Mr.  de  Courcy  took  some  perch,  which  were 
returned,  but  failed  to  find  the  roach.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  April  8— Easter  ^Monday.  . 

M."  G.  E.  DE  C. 


GRESHAM  AXGLING  SOCIETY. 

^  At  special,  general,  and  ordinary  meetings  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  occupied  the  chair.  ilr.  Connellan,  Mr! 
Young,  and  I\Ir.  Canton  wejfe  the  successful  anglers! 
all  taking  fish  at  Chesham,  the  season  there  having 
opened  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  Young's  largest  fish 
weighed  lib.  13oz.,  which  is  a  very  good  beginuino-. 
Some  slight  alteration  was  made  in  the  regulations  as 
to  flies,  etc,  used  at  Chesham,  and  it  is  the  earnest 
hope  of  the  comnfittee  that  members  who  capture  any 
specimens  of  the  rainbows  which  were  turned  in  a 


The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  took  place 
on  Monday  evening  last  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden,  when  the  president, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  occupied  the  chair,  and  :Mr.  W.  H. 
Klsmore,  tho  vice-chair.    Minutes,  etc.,  were  disposed 
of,  and  a  letter  from  the  Home  Office  read,  acknow- 
ledging the  sympathetic  and  loyal  address  recently 
presented  to  the  King  on  behalf  of  the  delegates. 
Mr.  Watling  reported  a  most  successful  visit  to  the 
Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society.    M.  W.  Elsmore 
also  gave  a  report  of  the  recent  doings  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation   Society  Committee.     \  new 
society,  to  bo  known  as  the  Freemasons'  Angling  Club, 
applied  to  be  enrolled,  starting  with  a  list  of  eighteen 
members.  The  rules  submitted  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory, and  the  enrol  ment  duly  agreed  to.   In  reply  to  a 
delegate  the  secretary  stated  the  committee  wereanxioi  s 
to  rent  additional  waters  if  suitable  ones  could  be  founc', 
but  would  on  no  account  entertain  the  idea  of  renting 
waters  that  had  been  free  to  anglers  and  practically 
fished  out;  neither  did  they  wish  to  include  anv  canals 
that  were  made  the  receptacles  of  the  filthiest  of 
Loudon  dust-bins,  which  only  meant  working  anglers 
spending  their  money   and   wasting  valuable  time 
needlessly.    The  private  fisheries  of  the  Cent  jal  wte 
acknowledged  to  be  the  finest  near  London,  and  pro- 
ductive of  excellent  sport.    The  committee  recom- 
mended that  members  in  future  should  discard  the 
unsportsmanlike  practice  of  gorge  fishing  for  pike,  also 
that  several  important  railway  concessions  should  be 
applied  for  forthwith,  and  that  tho  following  donations 
be  granted  for  restocking  purposes:  Two  and  a  halt 
suineas   to    each  —  Thames    Angling  Preservation 
Society,  Eeading  Society,  Henley  Preservation  Society, 
Windsor    and    Eton    Preservation    Society.  The 
annual  meeting  will  take  place  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May,  when  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  committee 
retire,  but   are  willing   to    stand    for  re-election. 
Additional  nominations  were  asked  for,  but  none  weie 
forthcoming,    the    delegates    evidently  being  well 
satisfied  with  the  past  work  of  a  very  practical  body  of 
anglers  -who  had  served  them  so  faithfully.     A  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to   both  the 
president  and  vice-president  for  their  attendance  and 
conduct  of  the  business.— W. 


WATFORD  PISCATORS. 


At  the  Maiden  Hotel,  recently,  :Mr.  Harding-Cox 
presided  at  tho  annual  dinner  of  this  society.  Mr. 
D.  J.  S.  I^I.  C.  Kemp  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  a 
company  of  about  forty  also  included  the  president 
(Mr.  W.  T.  Boydell)  and  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  F. 
Palmer).  The  catering  of  Mr.  Arthur  Spicer  was  up 
to  his  usual  high  standard. 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "  King, 
Queen,  and  Koyal  Family,"  which  was  drunk  with 
enthusiasm  and  musically  honom-ed. 

Mb.  p.  Carter  proposed  the  "  Navy,  Army,  and 
Imperial  Forces,"  and  the  vice-chairman  responded. 

Mr.  Dominv  submitted  the  "  WatforJ  Piscators," 
but  prefaced  his  remarks  by  admitting  that  piscatorial 
work  and  enjoyment  was  not  much  in  his  line,  as  he 
could  not  boast  of  having  handled  the  rod  or  dragged 
the  net.  However,  as  a  Dorset  man,  he  could  claim 
some  connection  with  the  tradition  and  its  amusing 
consequence,  which  arose  out  of  the  pelting  with  fishes 
by  the  men  of  his  town  of  St.  Augustine  on  his  landing 
on  their  coast.  He  had  found  fishermen  splendid 
sportsmen,  and  he  hoped  they  might  all  have  a  most 
successful  season. 

The  Chairman  then  pre.sented  the  prizes  to  tlie 
successful  winners,  remarking  that  the  catches  were, 
on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

The  President,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  the 
"  Watford  Piscators,"  said  that  this  was  the  nineteenth 
dinner,  the  function  having  been  missed  on  one  occasicn 
owing  to  the  death  of  the  founder.  The  club  was 
established  with  the  objects  of  protecting  fishing  iii 
the  neighbourhood,  preventing  poaching,  and  seeiug 
that  the  close  season  was  observed.  The  neighbour- 
hood was  placarded  at  the  end  of  each  season  with 
notices  of  the  close  season,  and  this  did  a  great  deal  of 
good,  even  the  youngsters  respecting  the  notices.  In 
years  to  come  they  would  reap  the  benefit  of  that. 
With  regard  to  poaching,  at  one  time  it  was  very 
rampant,  hut,  thanks  to  the  magistrates  here,  thoy 
had  been  able,  to  a  great  extent,  to  prevent  it,  and 


240 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  6,  1901 


during  the  last  year  or  two  he  thought  he  might  safely 
say  there  had  not  been  a  single  case.  They  now  had 
something  like  sixty-two  members,  and  the  club  was 
in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

The  Vice-Chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the 
"  Chairman,"  and  said  that  Mr.  Harding-Cox  was  a 
first-class  sportsman,  and  he  hoped  would  become  a 
fishing  member.  The  Chairman,  in  returning  his 
thanks,  said  that  fishing  was  one  of  his  favourite 
sports,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  some  people 
should  regard  fishermen  as  unlicensed  followers  of 
Ananias.  (Laughter.)  In  his  experience  he  had  met 
many  worse  liars  than  anglers,  and  he  gave  instances, 
such  as  the  sportsman  who  secured  eighty  head  from 
one  hundred  cartridges,  and  the  man  who  liked  rough 
weather  at  sea. 

The  remaining  toasts  were  the  "Vice-Chairman" 
and  "  Visitors." 

During  the  evening  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  E. 
Taylor,  P.  Sargent,  C.  H.  Peacock,  George  Lloyd,  A. 
Ling,  and  E.  Marler,  Mr.  Lewis  Frost  was  at  the 
piano. 


THE  SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  GENERAL  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  last  night  in  Dowell's  Rooms, 
Edinburgh,  Dr.  T.  Spence,  one  of  the  vice-presidents, 
in  the  chair.  Representatives  were  present  from  many 
districts  in  Scotland,  but  the  weather  had  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  attendance,  which  was  limited.  The 
Chairman,  in  opening  the  business,  made  reference  to 
the  fact  that  with  the  South  African  war  so  wholly 
engrossing  the  attention  of  Parliament  there  had  been 
but  little  time  to  devote  to  measures  such  as  the  Close 
Time  for  Trout  (Scotland)  Bill,  which  it  was  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  the  association  to  promote.  There 
were,  however,  indications  that  the  Bill  would  before 
long  receive  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  thought  it  had  all  the  better  chance  now  that  they 
had  not  pressed  matters  when  the  time  was  not 
opportune.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  having 
intimated  apologies  from,  among  others,  Professor 
Glaister,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies,  presi- 
dent of  the  Edinburgh  district,  Mr.  W.  Sellars, 
Glasgow,  moved  that,  with  the  view  of  having  the 
executive  of  the  association  as  influential  as  possible, 
the  exact  number  of  vice-presidents  and  committee  be 
left  open  to  extension.  Mr.  Lewis  Spence  seconded, 
and  after  some  discussion  the  motion  was  unanimously 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Smith,  in  moving  the  reappointment 
of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  as  president,  a  nomination 
which  met  with  cordial  acceptance,  said  that  Sir 
Herbert,  he  believed,  might  have  some  difficulty 
in  continuing  in  office,  and  should  he  decline  to 
do  so  it  had  been  the  feeling  of  the  committee 
that  the  position  should  be  oflered  to  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  who  all  along  had  taken 
the  liveliest  interest  in  the  association.  The 
committee's  recommendation  was  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  meeting.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  vice-presidents  : — Sir  John  Stirling  Max- 
well, M.P.  for  the  College  Division,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  A. 
Baird,  M.P.  for  the  Central  Division  of  Glasgow; 
Professor  Glaister,  Glasgow  ;  Dr.  Spence,  Edinburgh  ; 
Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  Glasgow ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  Dun- 
dee ;  Mr.  Gordon  Mason,  S.S.C.,  Edinburgh ;  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  London.  Thirty  members  of 
committee,  representative  of  nearly  every  district  of 
Scotland,  were  appointed.  Mr.  R.  GilflUan,  Glasgow, 
was  elected  hon.  treasurer  in  room  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibb, 
resigned,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gilfillan,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
circular,  impressing  the  necessity  of  a  close  time  for 
trout  in  Scotland  and  the  claims  of  the  Close  Time 
Bill,  should  be  sent  to  the  Scottish  members  of 
Parliament,  and  also  generally  distributed  among 
anglers  ;  while  a  proposal  by  Mr.  Duncan  Eraser  that 
a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  Bill  should  be  prepared 
and  sent  by  the  meeting  to  Westminster  was  also 
unanimously  carried.  The  proceedings  closed  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman. —  The  Scotsman, 
March  22,  1901. 


LOCH  LEVEN,  KINROSS. 


Fully  two  hundred  thousand  fry  from  t*o  to  three 
months  old,  hatched  in  the  Loch  Leven  Hatchery,  have 
been  turned  into  the  tributaries  of  Loch  Leven.  The 
Loch  Leven  Angling  Association  have  also  given  a 
supply  to  the  Orr  and  Lochtie  Angling  Association, 
which  was  instituted  in  1899.  It  bas  for  its  object  the 
protection  and  improvement  of  the  fishings  in  the 
River  Orr  and  Lochtie  Burn  in  Fifeshire. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  angling  club  com- 
petitions whiisli  will  take  place  on  Loch  Leven  during 
the  ensuing  season.  There  are  altogether  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  fixtures  by  about  forty  clubs,  an 
increase  of  six  competitions  compared  with  last  year's 
list,  two  elubs,  Glasgow  Borderers  and  Kelty  and 


Blairadam,  being  represented  here  for  the  first 
time : — 

April  20,  Pollokshields ;  22,  Stirling ;  23,  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane;  24, .  Perth  ;  25,  Wanderers;  26,  Udd- 
ingston  Waltonians ;  27,  Kelvinside  Academical ; 
Bohemian. 

May  1,  Dunfermline  ;  .2,  Kinross ;  3,  Coatbridge ;  4, 
Bridge  of  Allan  ;  St.  Andrew  ;  6,  Wellshot ;  Stirling  ; 

7,  Perthshire  ;  St.  Mirin  ;  8,  Waverley  ;  9,  Cockburn  ; 
10,  St.  Mungo  ;  Glasgow  Angling  Club ;  13,  Edina ; 
Fifeshire  ;  14,  Uddingston  Waltonians ;  15,  Dundee 
Westend ;  16,  Bridge  of  Allan  v.  Northumberland ; 

16,  Leith  Fly  Fishers'  Association ;  17,  Northumber- 
land ;  Edinbm-gh  Amateur  ;  18,  Dundee ;  20,  Glasgow 
Clj'desdale ;  Falkirk;    21,  Clackmannan;  Western; 

22,  Kelty  and  Blairadam  ;  Western  ;  24,  Wanderers  ; 
Edinburgh  Breadalbane  ;  25,  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  ; 
Pollokshields ;  28,  Rowbank ;  29,  Perth ;  30,  West  of 
Scotland ;  31,  West  of  Scotland. 

June  3,  Bridge  of  Allan  v.  Edinburgh  Amateur ;  5, 
National ;  6,  Kinross  ;  7,  United  Edinburgh  Clubs ; 

8,  Bohemian ;  St.  Andrew ;  10,  Stirling ;  11,  Perth- 
shire ;  Bridge  of  Allan ;  12,  Kelvidside  Academical ; 
13,  St.  Mungo  ;  Pollokshields ;  14,  Northumberland  ; 
Buckland ;  15,  Saturday  Angling  Club ;  Buckland ; 

17,  Fifeshire  ;  18,  Waverley  ;  19,  Dunfermline  ;  Dun- 
dee Westend ;  20,  West  of  Scotland ;  Clackmannan ; 
21,  West  of  Scotland  ;  Glasgow  Borderers  ;  22,  Dun- 
dee ;  24,  Falkirk  ;  25,  Bridge  of  Allan  ;  26,  St.  Mirin ; 
27,  Edina  ;  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  ;  29,  Midlothian. 

July  2,  Wanderers ;  4,  Kinross  ;  5,  St.  Mungo  ;  9, 
Perthshire  ;  16,  Clackmannan  ;  17,  Cockburn  ;  Dun- 
fermline ;  18,  Waverley ;  27,  Kelty  and  Blairadam. 

August  1,  St.  Andrew ;  3,"Leith  Fly  Fishers'  Associa- 
tion ;  5,  Glasgow  Clydesdale ;  7,  Dumfermline ;  8, 
Perthshire  ;  9,  Northumberland  ;  10,  Wellshot  ; 
Uddingston  Waltonians  ;  12,  Fifeshire  ;  Stirling ;  13, 
United  Glasgow  CTubs  ;  14,  Perth  ;  Dundee  Westend ; 
15,  Coatbridge ;  Pollokshields ;  16,  Coatbridge  ;  Glas- 
gow Angling  Club ;  17,  Bohemian ;  Bothwell  and 
I51antyre  ;  19,  Bridge  of  Allan  ;  Edinburgh  Amateur  ; 
20,  Western ;  St.  Mungo ;  21,  Western  ;  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane ;  22,  West  of  Scotland  ;  Clackmannan ; 

23,  West  of  Scotland;  Rowbank;  24,  Dundee;  26, 
Falkirk  ;  27,  Waverley  ;  28,  Wanderers  ;  29,  Kinross  ; 
30,  Midlothian;  31,  Perth  v.  Perthshire. 

September  2,  Patron's  Prize ;  3,  Championship. 

R.  B.  Laing. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  moiiiing. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Chertsey  and  District). — April  1 — Upon 
the  opening  day  of  the  trout  season  a  cold  wind  and 
high  condition  of  the  water  prevented  any  record 
creels  of  trout  being  taken.  Several  gentlemen  were 
out,  but  the  only  fortunate  ones  were  Mr.  T.  Gomm, 
who  took  a  nice  31b.  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  a 
21b.  trout,  which  he  returned  to  the  river.  Prospects 
for  Easter  will  be  good  in  the  event  of  warmer  weather 
and  no  rain  falling.  March  29 — Major  Arthur  Terry 
placed  100  more  brown  trout  in  the  Thames  of  the 
average  weight  of  fib.  each. — J.  V.  Eyeb. 

•        (Lechlade,  etc.) — River  is  in  good  order 

here  for  trouting,  but  cannot  hear  of  anything  being 
done  at  present.  Expecting  several  trout  fishers  for 
Easter — Cold,  but  fine. — The  Rambler. 

Barle  (Simonsbath). — The  snow  has  now  gone  and 
fishing  is  very  good.  Trout  are  in  capital  condition. 
Some  large  baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  hotel  water, 
which  is  preserved  for  visitors. — March  Beown. 

Coin  (East  Gloucestershire).  —  The  trouting 
season  opened  on  this  stream  on  Monday,  Arpril  1, 
under  somewhat  unfavourable  conditions  as  regards 
weather,  it  being  a  nasty  cold  day  with  plenty  of  wind 
blowing  across  the  river,  rendering  fly  fishing  anything 
but  pleasant.  Notwithstanding  these  adverse  circum- 
stances a  good  few  rods  got  to  work,  both  on  hotel  and 
private  waters,  and  in  some  instances  fair  sport  was 
had  on  the  March  Brown,  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Lug, 
and  Olive  Dun.  The  fib.  and  lib.  trout  are  in  very 
fair  condition  for  the  time  of  year,  and  they  rise  freely 
about  noon  when  the  sun  is  shining.  This  is  particu- 
larly the  case  in  the  town  pool  at  Fairford,  and  on  the 
upper  reaches  by  "  The  Cottage."  The  Itchen  trout 
introduced  in  January  have  thriven  capitally,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  May  Fly,  probably  about  the  first  week 
in  June,  some  of  them  will  be  sizeable,  eleven  or  twelve 
inches.  Some  May  Fly  larvse,  which  I  dug  last  week, 
were  in  a  very  forward  state,  and  provided  we  get  warm, 
genial  weather  it  will  probably  be  an  early  May  Fly  this 
year.  Rooms  have,  in  some  instances,  been  already 
booked  for  this  carnival  time  of  the  angler,  and  the 
Coin  should  give  him  sport  this  year.  Various  river 
improvements  continue  to  be  carried  out  on  private 
waters.  On  Saturday  we  were  treated  to  thunder  and 
lightning ;  hail,  snow,  and  rain  discolouring  the  water, 
but  it  is  all  right  again  now.  More  March  Browns 
and  Olives  have  been  on  the  water  than  I  have  seen 


for  years,  and  larger  ones  too.  Weather  at  time  of 
writing  is  cold  but  bright.  Admiral  Hiokly  has  been 
on  the  Bull  Waters  at  Fairford  with 'sport. — Pan. 

Cornisli  Streams. — It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a 
worse  week  for  trout  fishing  than  that  which  ended 
with  the  month  of  March.  All  the  hills  were  covered 
with  snow  and  the  winds  were  bitterly  cold.  The 
change  occurred  on  March  30,  but  the  waters  were  too 
high  ;  Monday,  April  1,  was  a  capital  day  and  the 
commencement,  it  is  hoped,  of  spring  weather.  Several 
good  baskets  were  got  on  the  Upper  Camel  and  Fowey, 
and  in  the  smaller  streams  running  into  these  rivers. 
The  March  Brown,  winged  and  hackled,  is  the  best  fly. 
—Bodmin. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 

Last  week  there  was  such  a  return  of  wintry  weather 
that  trouting  was  out  of  the  question.  This  week, 
however,  the  change  seems  more  favourable,  and 
probably  something  may  be  possible  during  the 
holidays.  Unless  it  comes  very  warm  and  bright 
there  will  be  no  use  for  flies.  We  would  recommend 
swimming  the  worm  or  a  bunch  of  maggots. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — With  the  snow 
and  the  cold,  on  the  return  of  winter  last  week,  there 
has  been  no  chance  of  sport.  Although  some  of  the 
waters  in  the  Southwell  district  have  been  open  some 
time  odd  specimens  only  have  been  landed,  and  these 
by  swimming  the  small  red  worm.  As  we  write  the 
weather  is  showing  a  more  satisfactory  appearance  for 
the  holidays.  If  this  continues  some  of  the  enthu- 
siastic ones  may  be  found  on  the  banks,  but  trout  will 
only  be  brought  from  the  deep  holes,  as  the  weather  is 
too  cold  for  insect  life. — L. 

Lea. — Poor  sport  is  associated  with  the  wind  up  of 
the  season  on  the  31st  ult.,  and  altogether  the  season 
has  been  an  extremely  disappointing  one  so  far 
as  the  public  reaches  of  the  river  are  concerned. 
On  some  of  the  private  waters  satisfactory  sport 
has  been  enjoyed,  but  even  here  results  do 
not  appear  to  have  come  up  to  last  season's. 
Roach  and  pike  have  been  quite  off  on  free  waters, 
although  both  are  numerous  in  the  Lea.  I  never 
knew  a  worse  reaching  season.  The  unsettled  weather 
has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  non-success 
experienced  by  wielders  of  the  rod  on  this  river.  A 
number  of  very  fine  bream  have  been  caught,  one 
landed  at  Hoddesdon  scaling  71b.  loz.  The 
tributary  Beane  has  also  furnished  more  splen- 
did dace.  A  lib.  3|oz.  specimen  has  fallen  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Steinbart.  I  have  taken  some  nice 
dace  this  past  season  at  Hertford,  but  nothing 
to  be  compared  to  this  grand  fish.  A  good  many 
anglers  visited  both  the  upper  and  lower  reaches  on 
March  31,  the  last  day  of  the  season,  but  roach  were 
not  in  a  feeding  humour.  Dace^fishing  had  ended  the 
previous  day.  Now  we  must  turn  our  attention  to 
the  trout  in  the  Lea,  and  when  the  weather  becomes 
warm  and  sunny  no  doubt  some  of  these  fish  will 
soon  be  showing  themselves.  The  season  opens  on 
May  1. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  been  visited  with  some  very  rough  weather,  and 
since  last  Thursday  the  weather  has  been  dead  against 
fishing.  Snow  has  been  had  several  inches  deep, 
hail  storms  and  rain,  and  an  occasional  few  hours  of 
sunshine.  The  water  has  now  turned  colour  and  has 
risen  several  inches,  and  there  is  bound  to  be  snow- 
water in  the  rivers,  and  unless  we  get  some  fine 
weather  fishing  this  Easter  will  be  very  quiet,  and  the 
prospects  are  that  we  shall  have  more  rain  before  the 
week  is  out.  The  flies  to  use  when  the  water  is  clear 
are  February  Red,  Olive  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  March 
Brown,  and  Blue  Dun. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rain  at  the  close  of  last 'week  cleared  the  snow  and 
swelled  the  rivers  about  a  foot,  which  is  now  fast 
clearing  and  running  off,  and  should  be  in  fine  order 
for  the  holidays.  The  weather  is  not  yet  quite  settled, 
though  it  has  improved  much.  There  will  be  quite  a 
number  of  flies  out,  and  the  cast  may  be  selected  from 
the  following,  according  to  the  state  of  weather  and 
water : — February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Mulberry  Dun,  Cowdung,  Silver  Blue,  and 
Olive  Dun.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  has  been  in 
flood,  and  the  heavy  water  will  have  the  beneficial 
effect  of  sending  down  the  snow-broth  which  has  been 
present  for  some  time.  Mr.  Warwick,  a  Shrewsbury 
angler,  is  credited  with  "  first.blood,"  so  far  as  Severn 
trout  are  concerned,  having  taken,  by  spinning,  on 
the  Railway  Bridge  ford,  two  well-conditioned  speci- 
mens, one  of  21b.  and  another  of  an  ounce  or  two  over 
that  weight.  Prospects  are  not  entirely  unfavourable, 
particularly  as  regards  minnow  fishing. — Hapeen. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— The  long  spell  of  tempestuous  and  wintry 
weather  which  has  been  so  general  throughout  the 
country  reached  its  culminating  point  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood on  Friday  in  last  week,  when  snow  fell 
unceasingly  for  many  hours  so  that  the  ground  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  snow.  During 
the  succeeding  night  the  atmosphere  became  much 
milder,  and  the  r^iin  which  descended  in  torrents, 
has  wa^ed  away  all  traces  of  snow  from  the  lowlands 
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and  it  is  now  only  visible  on  the  highest  parts  of  the 
Welsh  mountains.  Owing  to  this  sudden  influx  of 
snow-water  all  these  rivers  have  been  partially  flooded, 
but  are  now  fast  recovering  their  proper  level,  and 
should  the  present  fine  weather  continue  will  be  in 
good  condition  before  the  end  of  the  week,  and  there 
is  now  every  appearance  of  a  continuance  of  the  mild 
weather  as  the  barometer  is  gradually  rising  and  the 
wind  is  in  the  proper  quarter. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — A  welcome  change 
in  the  weather  has  been  experienced,  although  winds 
are  yet  cold,  with  white  frost  in  the  early  morning. 
The  temperature  has  reached  over  fifty  in  the  shade  on 
several  occasions  at  midday,  and  the  general  prospects 
for  trouting  have  improved.  Trout  are  showing  them- 
selves in  the  Ouse,  and  with  a  favourable  day  worm 
fishing  at  Hamsey  should  prove  remunerative.  A  few 
smelt  are  to  be  found  in  the  harbours,  and  with  warm 
weather  should  afford  sport  by  the  Easter  holidays. — • 
Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — On  April  1  salmon  fishing  for 
the  rod  and  line  opened,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
appliances  and  skill  used,  only  one  salmon  was  taken, 
and  that  by  Mr.  Tarr  in  his  water  attached  to  his 
hotel.  Many  of  your  readers  know  this  water,  and 
will  rejoice  to  know  the  Hawkridge  part  of  the  Taw 
can  be  fished  by  staying  at  his  hotel.  Mr.  Rolls's 
water  can  only  be  fished  with  the  fly,  the  remainder 
with  the  minnow,  by  which  this  fish  fell.  Applications 
are  being  made  for  fishing  by  the  numerous  visitors 
who  spend  their  holidays  in  N.  Devon  at  Easter. 
Spring  flies  will  sure  to  kill. — Rusty'  Game. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  coloured  and  has  risen  several  inches  and  is 
not  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  at  the  end 
of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  this  has  been 
very  unsettled,  and  snow  has  fallen  several  inches 
deep  followed  by  rain,  then  hail  storms  followed  by 
sunshine,  in  fact  we  have  had  samples  of  all  kinds 
of  weather,  which  has  been  against  anglers  going 
out.  There  is  still  a  good  quantity  of  snow-water  in 
the  river,  and  the  prospects  are  that  rain  will  be  had 
before  long,  and  fishing  during  Easter  holidays,  unless 
we  get  a  sudden  change  to  fine  weather,  will  be 
very  quiet.  Angling  since  last  week  has  been  very 
quiet,  only  a  few  have  been  out  with  worm,  fly  fishing 
being  out  of  the  question,  and  a  few  nice  sized  trout 
have  been  landed.  The  weather  is  dead  against  sport, 
which  will  be  a  great  disappointment,  as  there  has 
been  but  little  done  in  this  part  as  yet.  Should  the 
weather  clear  the  flies  to  use  will  be  February  Red, 
March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer  and 
Blue  Dun.  The  Ouy,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  stained. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  there  is  no  im- 
provement as  to  the  condition  of  the  water;  it  is  now 
running  coloured,  and  has  risen  a  little,  and  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  snow-water  in  it,  which  makes  it  bad 
for  sport.  The  weather  since  last  Wednesday  has  been 
very  bad  indeed,  hail,  rain,  snow,  and  sunshine 
following  one  another,  and  anglers  have  been  afraid  to 
venture  out ;  the  water  has  now  coloured ;  there 
is  very  little  prospect  of  any  good  sport  being  had 
during  the  Easter  holidays  unless  it  clears  up  within 
the  next  few  days,  when  some  good  sport  should  be 
had  with  fly  and  worm.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche 
are  stained.— Woecestek. 


Witham,  eto.(Mid-  and  North  Liucolusliire). — 

Trouting  was  altogether  a  blank  last  week.  It  was 
too  cold  for  the  hatching  out  of  any  aqueous  insects, 
and  the  water  too  cold  for  fish  in  the  shallows  or  near 
the  surface.  I  hear  of  nothing  being  done  on  the 
upper  waters  or  tributaries  of  the  Witham,  and  as  to 
the  waters  in  the  Wold  district  a  few  are  anticipating 
some  little  work  for  the  holidays  on  the  feeders  of  the 
Bain.  It  will  be  no  use  trying  with  flies  or  artificial 
lures  ;  the  only  thing  wo  could  recommend  would  be 
"small  garden  worms,  or  gentles  dyed,  with  Bismarck 
Brown  being  allowed  to  swim  without  float  or  weights. 
Some  fish  in  this  way  may  Jje  got  from  the  deex^er 
water. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire).  —  We  had  a  terrible  snow  storm  on 
Friday  last ;  I  never  saw  snow  fall  more  thickly. 
It  was  followed  by  rain,  and  excepting  the  drifts 
it  dispersed  almost  as  quickly  as  it  came  ;_the  weather 
moderated  on  Sunday.  It,  however,  continues  raw 
and  cold  and  there  has  been  four  or  five  degrees 
of  frost  each  night.  The"  only  flies  I  have  seen 
on  for  days  have  been  a  few  Needle  Browns,  and 
very  few  of  them ;  our  rivers  too  have  been  bank 
full  of  snow-broth  ;  they  are  clearing  rapidly  as 
I  write,  but  as  long  as  the  weather  gods  treat 
us  so  scurvily,  anglers  had  better  wait  for  sunny 
skies,  balmy  air,  and  favourable  waters.  Holiday 
people  are,  however,  in  a  measure  compelled  to  take 
the  weather  as  it  comes,  and  I  hear  many  of  the  well- 
known  piscatorial  resorts  will  be  well  patronised, 
the  landlord  of  one  of  the  Yoredale  inns,  namely,  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  Wensleydale  Angling  Association,  writes  me  :  "  You 
will  be  interested  to  learn  that  the  Wensleydale  Angling 
Association  turned  into  their  water  on  Saturday  two 
thousand  yearling  fario  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery. 
The  youngsters  were  a  nice  lively  lot,  and  I  only  hope 
they'll  do  well.  The  conditions  under  which  they 
were  introduced  to  their  new  quarters  were  not  of 
the  best,  but  we  took  special  pains  with  them,  and 
I  think  they'll  take  no  harm.  Mr.  Balderston 
and  Mr.  Sidney  Pearson  assisted,  and  we  all  got 
jolly  well  wet  through.  We  hadn't  an  overcoat 
amongst  us,  so  we  all  fared  alike.  Mr.  Skidmore  came 
down  to  the  station  and  had  a  look  at  the  youngsters, 
but  he  wisely  didn't  go  down  to  the  river  or  he'd  have 
got  a  proper  wetting.  I  am  afraid  there  won't  be 
much  good  fishing  at  Easter — the  snow-broth  will 
most  likely  prevent  fish  rising.  There  is  one  thing — ■ 
Easter  is  rather  early  this  year ;  we  may  have  nice 
weather  a  bit  later  on.  W.  C.  Platts,  Esq.,  says, 
"there  has  been  no  trout  fishing  in  the  Wharfe  since 
last  I  wrote  you."  How  does  the  rhyme  run  ? — 
First  it  friz,  and  then  it  blew. 
And  then  for  want  of  what  to  dew 
It  friz  again  and  then  it  snew. 
(And  folks  who  ain't  yet  got  the  "  flue," 
Are  mostly  on  the  "  atch — atchoo  !  ") 
And  then  it  rained,  and  then  it  thew, 
And  winter  sticks  to  spring  like  glue ! 
I  don't  quite  remember  the  quotation,  but  I  reckon 
the  above  is  near  enough  for  the  present  and  recent 
state  of  things  herewards.  Friday  afternoon — terrific 
snowstorm,  which  turned  to  rain  in  the  evening. 
Saturday — blinding  rain-storms  and  heavy  thunder. 
To-day  (Monday) — half  a  gale  blowing,  and  a  fresh  of 
snow-broth  coming  down  the  river  in  a  greeny-browny 
flood.  The  snow  has  cleared  away  so  rapidly  that,  if 
nothing  else  happens,  Wharfe  will  be  in  good  ply  for 
angling.  "Tips"  for  Easter  anglers. — Don't  expect  even 
decent  sport,  or  you  will  be  disappointed.  Don't  bring 
a  portmanteau  full  of  flies  with  you  ;  all  you  need  stock 
at  present  is  the  Dark  Needle  Brown,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Dark  Woodcock,  and  Orange,  Blue  Merlin, 
Hawk,  Spring  Black  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  If  they 
won't  kill  nothing  in  the  way  of  flies  will  at  present,  and 
the  only  chance  of  getting  a  dish  of  fish  will  be  with 
the  aid  of  the  "Miller's  'Thumb  Devon,"  the  natural 
minnow  fished  on  either  the  "  Chapman "  or  the 
"Ariel"  Spinner,  or  with  the  Brandling  worm 
.  fished  well  up  stream.  Last  night's  sharp  white,  frost 
has  once  more  brought  a  downfall  of  rain.  This 
time  it  has  been  falling  heavily  since  noon.  What 
to-morrow  may  bring  forth  I  should  not  care 
to  prognosticate.  Of  course,  it  is  possible  to  get 
a  few  trout  even  in  snow-water.  Mr.  J.  Blades,  the 
well-known  angler,  wrote  yesterday  (Tuesday)  : — ■ 
"  Some  good  sport  was  had  here  to-day.  I  saw  two 
nice  baskets  of  trout,  one  of  seven  brace  and  another 
of  five  brace.  All  were  caught  by  '  swimming  the 
worm,'  as  for  graj'ling."  Telegram,  April  3,  York- 
shire rivers. — After  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  heavy 
rain  all  our  streams  are  in  flood  this  morning,  but  the 


"Selected  Hokse  Hahi."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  60  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flics,  23. -6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  23.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  E.  MllLEB,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


weather  is  at  last  genial  and  springlike.  If  it  con- 
tinues mild  there  will  be  a  considerable  improvement 
in  sport,  and  Easter  prospects  are  now  considered 
good.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border    Esk.  —  River  now  flooded ;    snow  dis- 
appeared ;    warmer ;    better    prospects.  —  Douglas 
(Langholm). 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Only  once  or  twice  in 
a  century  is  the  country  visited  by  such  stormy 
weather  as  has  been  experienced  this  Eastertide,  and 
if  there  was  any  lack  of  snow  on  the  hills  hitherto, 
there  is  plenty  and  to  spare  now.  There  are  few 
anglers  about,  and  still  fewer  caring  to  try  conclusions 
with  the  elements  against  such  odds.  On  the  Braemar 
section  curling  has  been  more  in  vogue  than  angling, 
and  this  on  a  later  date  than  within  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  knight  of  the  broom.  Only  one  small  fish 
was  got  on  the  Ballater  section.  Colonel  Napier  has 
taken  the  Monatic  water,  which  he  formerly  held 
some  few  years  ago.  Mr.  Coates  Paisley  has  arrived 
at  Glen  Tana  for  the  rest  of  the  spring  season.  On  the 
Aboyne  water  Mr.  Clayley  and  others  had  one  or  two, 
but  few  anglers  are  about,  Mr.  Russell  having  left  for 
Deveron,  where  he  is  getting  some  sport,  and  others  for 
the  south.  On  the  Ballogie  section,  Mr.  Edmund  King 
and  Mr.  S.  V.  Hare  creeled  two  fish  of  71b.  and  81b.  They 
left  on  Saturday  after  a  very  successful  season,  and  the 
water  will  now  be  fished  by  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam 
and  friends,  who  have  had  it  for  the  past  few  years.  On 
the  Kincardine  Water,  Mr.  Dunsmuir  creeled  two  fish 
of  11  Jib.  and  13^1b.  Few  fish  have  been  seen,  and  the 
idea  prevails  that  they  have  gone  through  to  the  upper 
waters,  but  no  doubt  of  it  the  abnormally  low  state  of 
temperature  has  entirely  put  them  down  for  the  nonce. 
Not  a  fin  has  been  seen  on  the  lower  twenty  miles  of 
the  river  during  the  past  week,  a  state  of  matters  never 
known  before  in  April.  Good  supplies  of  excellent 
fish  are  got  daily  on  the  coast,  and  a  few  very  superior 
fish  of  true  April  run  were  got  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  on  IMonday  and  Tuesday,  showing  that  the  fish 
are  inshore,  and  will  run  up  with  the  first  signs  of  a 
freshet.  Don,  Ugie,  etc. — As  anticipated  there  has 
been  a  keen  demand  for  angling  quarters  on  the  Don, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinckman  have  secured  the  Grandholm 
reaches  for  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  brown  trout 
season,  which  usually  commences  with  the  advent  of 
April,  but  this  year's  season  will  be  timed  by  the 
disappearance  of  the  snow  accumulations  on  the  upper 
reaches,  which  in  some  districts  have  been  blown  into 
wreaths  fourteen  and  eighteen  feet  high,  blocking  the 
roads  andmakingtrafiic  impossible.  A  few  days' westerly 
genial  breeze  might  shift  them,  but  otherwise  little 
sport  need  be  looked  for  till  the  :end  of  the  month. 
The  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  other  northern  streams  are  in 
the  same  sad  plight.  On  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee, 
Captain  Mackay  had  a  few  finnock,  but  angling  has 
practioallj'  been  suspended,  even  by  those  who  seldom 
shrink  from  facing  all  kinds  of  weather  when  there  is 
even  less  encouragement  than  at  present. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — A  great  snowstorm  prevailed 
over  the  south  of  Scotland  on  Friday  night,  the  like 
of  which  has  not  been  experienced  in  this  part  of  the 
country  at  the  end  of  March  for  a  generation.  For- 
tunately a  thaw  followed,  and  the  bright  sunshine  of 
Saturday  quickly  melted  the  snow.  With  the  drifting 
considerable  wreaths  were  formed  in  the  dells,  and 
patches  still  cover  the  hills  of  the  district.  The 
rivers  are  now  full  of  melted  snow  and  somewhat 
discoloured.  Angling  has  been  verj'  poor  on  accourt 
of  the  wintry  character  of  the  weather  though 
an  odd  yellow  trout  or  two  have  been  caught. 
On  the  whole  the  prospects  for  Easter  holiday 
visitors  are  slightly  improved  now,  and  given 
milder  temperature  some  trout  should  be  caught  next 
week.  The  hard  frost  and  morth  winds  have  given 
way  to  south-west  breezes,  and  there  was  a  hatch  of 
March  Brown  fly  on  Tuesday.  The  following  are  the 
notes  on  the  rivers.  The  Annan — The  melting  of 
the  snow  on  Sunday  caused  the  river  to  become 
discoloured  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Several 
anglers  were  out  with  a  minnow  for  trouti 
One  rod  (Mr.  Loudon)  caught  five,  three  of 
of  which  were  returned.  Another  rod  in  the  higher 
stretches  had  fair  sport  among  yellow  trout  with  fly 
on  Tuesday.  Spring  salmon  have  not  been  showing 
in  this  river  of  late,  owing  to  the  low  waters  and  frost. 
Now  that  the  water  is  more  suitable,  and  some  fish  on 
the  move  in  the  firth,  a  fair  chance  should  be  had  nej.fc 
week  with  a  small  salmon  or  grilse  fly.  In  the  Mofff  t 
part  of  the  river  and  down  by  Wamphray  some  trout 
fishing  is  being  had.  The  trout  are  getting  into  very  fair 
order.  There  are  indications  that  the  wind  is  backirg 
to  the  east,  and  slight  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night. 
The  Nitii. — The  snowstorm  was  very  severe  in 
Nithsdale  on  Friday  afternoon,  and  was  described  as 
"  a  perfect  blizzard  after  dark."  The  higher  hills  are 
still  capped  with  snow.  On  Sunday  and  3\Ionday  the 
river  and  its  tributaries  were  in  part  flooded,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  there  is  still  colour  in  the  water. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  very  poor  in  the  district  of 
Sanquhar,  as  also  below  Thornhill.    A  few  small 
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dozen  have  been  taken 
no   reports   as    to  any 


catches  of  up  to  half  a 
occasionally.     There    are  ^„ 

spring  salmon  having  been  caught.  The  Gallo- 
.-^"'^KS.— The  snowstorm  was  severely  felt  in  this 
district  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  the  hills  are  not 
clear  of  snow  yet.  With  a  falling  barometer  rain  is 
looked  for  to-day  (Tuesday).  Angling  is  disappointing 
at  present,  but  considerable  improvement  is  anticipated 
after  the  first  flood.-  Up  till  Friday  the  Kircudbright- 
i!?^?,'  °^  Gatehouse,  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie 

and  the  tree  of  Creetown,  were  all  on  the  low  side  for 
sport,  iheserivorsare  now  in  slightly  better  order  Ayr- 
SHiEE  RiVEES.— No  sport  worth  reporting  comes  from 
the  Ayrshire  part  of  the  district.  The  wintry  weather 
ot  last  week  kept  anglers  from  going  out.  On  the 
lochs  fishing  will  not  be  general  until  nest  week, 
when  local  and  visiting  rods  will  be  on  the  waters, 
irout  are  in  fair  condition,  but  a  spell  of  mild  weather 
IS  much  desired,  besides  a  good  flood  in  the  rivers  The 
bOLWAY.— The  Annan  fishermen  had  onlv  odd  sprino- 
salmon  during  the  past  week  in  their  nets.  On  Tuesday 
April  2,  two  or  three  fish  were  taken.  Darino-  the 
present  month  there  is  always  a  run  of  little  springers 
and  with  suitable  waters  anglers  should  stand  a  fair 
chance  with  the  fly.  A  small  Silver  Grey,  the  Border 
Grey  Turkey,  and  the  Mealy  Brown  are  the  most 
killing  flies  when  the  water  is  right.  In  discoloured 
water  the  Border  anglers  pin  their  faith  on  a  small 
.Silver  Devon.  Several  of  the  proprietors  inform  me 
that  Jackson,  Fishing  Tackle  Dealer,  Dumfries,  is 
trying  a  rare  fly  for  the  Scottish  rivers  of  the  Border 


I  believe  Jackson  is  a  skilful  angler.  Curiously  I  have 
never  fallen  in  with  him  on  the  rivers  of  the  district 
— Hkatheebell. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.^ince  Monday  the  weather 
has  improved  ;  it  is  a  little  warmer,  and  the  wind  has 
changed  to  the  south.  As  soon  as  the  snow-water 
leaves  the  rivers  there  should  be  good  fronting.  So 
far  as  trouting  was  concerned  the  past  week  was°a  dull 
one.  Some  anglers  were  out  on  Woodburn  Dams  with 
indifferent  luck.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  in  the  Prince's 
Restaurant,  Donegall-square,  on  the  evening  of  the 
ICth.  The  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club  has 
arranged  for  a  trouting  competition  on  Easter  Monday 
on  Clough  river.— J.  A.  B. 

Soyae  (Navan  Section).— Very  little  has  been 
done  on  the  Boyne  since  March  19.  "  Continuous  gales, 
snowstorms,  and  hard  frost,  combined  with  low  water,' 
have  deterred  the  lessees  of  the  various  fisheries  from 
angling,  and  the  few  fish  taken  have  mostly  fallen  to 
the  rods  of  the  fishermen.  On  Upper  Black  Castle 
eight  fish,  from  161b.  to  2Glb.,  have  been  landed  by 
Moloney.  On  Ardmulehan  Murphy  had  four,  all 
heavy  fish.  On  Lower  Black  Castle  Fitzgerald' had 
one  of  221b.,  and  on  Staokallen,  I  understand 
Barratt  had  two  or  three  fish.  I  have  not  heard  of 
fish  being  taken  on  the  other  fisheries.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  it  is   blowing  a  gale  from 


the  south-east  and  raining  very  heavily,  and  there 
IS  every  prospect  of  splendid  sport  this  month  — 
Claret  Fly. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— As  wo  write  the  river  is  in 

a  very  unsettled  state,  almost  too  flooded  for  successful 
angling.  For  the  past  week  sport  was  not  as  good  as 
might  be  expected.  On  Lee  Mount  fishery  on  March 
27  Mr.  R.  R.  Atkinson  had  three,  181b.,  9Jlb.,  and 
9|lb. ;  March  28,  one,  81b. ;  March  30,  three,  171b 
T^lb.,  and  71b.  On  Lord  Bandon's  water.  Colonel 
Trotman  had  three,  91b.,  111b.,  and  141b.  On  Nadrid 
Commander  W.  Steward,  one,  8|lb.  :  Captain  Allgood' 
one,  8Jlb.  The  river  will  be  in  excellent  order  for 
some  time  to  come,  provided  we  do  not  get  too  much 
rain.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Neag-h.— The  pollen  fisheries  still  continue 
to  yield  good  results,  particularly  on  the  Antrim  and 
Tyrone  shores.  Prices  in  London  and  other  cross 
channel  markets  remain  firm.  A  trout  fisher  has 
discovered  that  pollen  will  take  an  artificial  fly— a 
black  and  white  one  something  like  a  Hofland's 
Fancy— though  the  fishers  swear  that  a  pollen  wiU  not 
take  a  bait  or  fly.  This  has  been  proved  a  fallacy. 
Trout  netting  is  indifferent,  and  the  fish  are  coming  ' 
but  slowly  into  condition,  consequent  on  the  late  cold 
and  wintry  weather. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  Ballina  "Waters.— River  just  clearing 
off  with  north  winds,  but  fishing  has  been  poor  up  to 
the  present,  but  the  nets  and  weirs  are  doing  fairly 
well  at  present.  Mr.  Wilson  landed  several  kelts 
duringlast  week,  and  Mr.  Hawkes  some  others,  ho  bein" 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


-■VDDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2(3. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

AliBERl.EY  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  61.). 

AMERSHA3I  (Misbouni),  I,  ]iucl;s,  2.3}  ;  2s.  3d 

A.MI'THILI,  (Ukes),  G,  ISnis  H  ;  4s.  4(1. 

ARDLEI<3!I  (St0iu  \  A,  E^<i  \,  .'.(;  :  4^.  ltd 

Arlesey  (1v(,'1),  E,  Beds,  ;;7  ;  .is.  lid. 

ASHl  ];'iT  (MedwaM,  I',  Kent,  .•{2 ;  3s.  4d. 

AUPLEY  EXD  ((  'am).  A,  Essex,  4-1 ;  3s.  6)d. 

Ayi.esbi  KY  (Tliaiue),  II  I,  Biicl<s.  4S  :  .'is.  Sd. 

Barcombe  Mli.l.s  (Ouse)  F,  -SnsscN,  fiO  ;  5s.  6d. 

BATTLESBKIIXJE  (ClOliell),  A,  Kssc-;   -'11-  -^s  4id 

Bepford  (Oiise),  (i  H,  Beds,  .".ii  ; 

Berkhami'STKaii  ((;;.. J. (_'.),  n,  Ilert.-i,  2S  ;  23.  lid. 

BILI.ERICAY  ((JheluK-r),  A,  Essex,  I'li ;  2s. 

BlI.LIN(JiHrRST  (Aniii),  E,  .Sussi-x.  44;  4s  Sd 

BiGGLESW.M.i:  (l\-,.-l).  E,  B.-.Is,  41  ;  4s.  4d. 

BiSHOP'.s  STuin-Foi;),  (Sturi),  A,  lleits,  :J3  ;  2s.  Td. 

Bt.AKE  H.VI.I.  (RMdiiiL'),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 

Bl.l'NTlsHAM  (duse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 

Blktchlky  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i  ;  4s.  lid. 

Blu.niiam  (Onse),  H,  P.eds,  (;s  ;  53.  ,3d. 

ItoTTisHAM,  A,  t'auilis,  1,1 ;  -.  ijd. 

Boi  RXE  Exii  (Tliamesi,  j;,  l;,  rks,  28?  ;  3s 

Box  IIILl.  (il(j]e),  0  F,  .~<iiiTi  \  .  L'L'}  ;  2s.  8d. 

RuXM0(3R  ((.'anal),  H,  Herts,  i;t '  ;  i;d. 

BraINTREE  (Blackwatei),  A,  Es-i  v,  l.',  ;  3s,  lOd. 

liRArOHING  (Rib),  A,  Herts.  30!  :  ls.  7.kl.  " 

Bran1)(.jN  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Sntlolk,  j-r..^^  7s.  3id, 

BrickeT  Wood  (Colne).  H,  Herts,  22  ;'  2s. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A.  Herts,  171  ;  Is.  6(1. 

Bi-ntin(;F(.iR1>  (Ril)),  Herts,  :!3| ;  2s.  Hd. 

Bl  RES  (Stdur),  A,  Suftblk,  .^.4  ;  4s.  (Ud. 

Bi-rnham-on-Crovch,  A,  Essex,  II'.)';  33.  3d. 

BrRiNT  Fen  (Little  IU1-.  ).  \,  .^iitinlk,  77};  6s  6d 

Bt'RNT  Mill  (Stort),  A.  i:s-,-\,  l-,,  ■  is  iijd 

BUSHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  k;  ;  is.  8d 

BVFI.EET  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21-};  2s.  ;3d. 

Castle  IIedingh.ui  ((julnc),  A,  Essex,  56.1 ; 
4s.  ll,;d. 

CharI'EL  (t'(ilne),  A,  Essex,  5fii  ;  4s.  2}d. 
Chai,E(,.nt  RoAO  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22  ;  2s 
CHEDDl.NGTdN  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  ,36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Chel5isforii  (Clielnier),  A,  Essex,  29i  ;  2s.  6id, 
Chesiivni  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  Hi  ;  Is.  2d. 
•  'HBRTSEY  (Tiiaiues),  L),  Surrey,  22};  2s  4d 
Chigwei.l  La.ne  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  I  J  d. 
CHII.TERN  tir.EEN  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  lOd.' 
Chorley  Cl'Iianie.s),  B,  Berks,  48.{  ;  55.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
( 'OBHAM  ( Jlole),  D,  Surrey,  ISJ  ;  2s. 
COLCHE.s'i'ER  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  513  ;  4s.  4}d 
COLNK  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57+  ;  43.  6d. 
CoLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  251 ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (.Med\yay),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Cro.mer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  10s. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s  3d 
DOWKHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d 
Dorking  (Mole),  (.'  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  .sd. 
EaklSWOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21.}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (.Medway),  F,  Siis.s'ev  •.vj  ■  Cd 
East  E'AKLEtfiii  (,\le(lHa\ ),  ( ',  Kent  ,  44  ■  4* 
Earith  Bi-iIDGe  ((Jiisr),  A.  Hunts,  TCI  •  :,s  4d 
EDENBRIDGE(Edei]),  C  I-',  Kent,      •  I's  Sd 
Egham  (Thames;,  0,  SiirK  y,  21  ;  "s  3(1 
Ely  (Ouse);  A,  Canibs,  7u;-  ;  .3s.  lltd 
El^Tree  (Reseryoirs),      Herts,  12  ;  Is  3d 
Else.NHA.'u  (Cam;,  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  O.id 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is 
Eppino  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5.Sd. 
Zf-iiEH  (Mole).  D.  Surrey,  141  ;  Is.  6d'. 

AMBRIDGE  (Ci-ouch),  A,  Essex,  ;i5  ;  2s.  lOd 
.aiTwiCK  (lyel),  (i,  Beds,  40;  4o.  2ct 
Forest  Koxy  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d 
Fni.WELL  ('J  haraes),  i),  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxl'ord,  41} ;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesierford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  .3s.  ICld. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35i  ;  3s.  3d 
GT.  MiS.iENDON  (Mi^bourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2s.  9d 
</L-lLDFORD  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d 
GUSTON  (Broad.H),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  l<is 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25f  ;  2s.  3d. 

Halstbad  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62.i  ;  4s.  8.td. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
HaRuOVY  (Stort),  A,  Essex.  26}  ;  2s.  ijd. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  7d. 
HaRtfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  is.  lod. 
Hatfield  PEyERRL(Chelmer),A,Es3ex,36  ;  3s.  Id 
Hayxyard's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hex  er  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd 
Hkih  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
Henley  (Tliames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertfi..i;1)  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
HILGAY  Fe\  (Onse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10+d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  3s.  lod. 
HORSTED  KeYiNES  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36}  ;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  nu :  9s.  6d 
HUNTINGDON  (Ouse),  E,  Huuts,  58}  ;  6s  2d 
IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61  •  6s  5d 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42.!-  •  3s  7d  ' 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  IL-rf  s   ■i'-'>^s  'ni  ' 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrcx ,  12  -  is'  3d'  ' 
Lakenheath  (Ou.se),  A,  Sutf(;ik,  s2|  ■  (is  iud 
Langford   Hall    Fishery   (Blackwater),  'a 
T  .x,?*'^'''/^'*  '•      ''^^'''    (C'laiio'e  at  \Vitham.) 
Lanqley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  m  ;  Is  8d 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  •  •>s 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s  2d  ' 
Lewes  ^)use),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s  2d 
LINQFIELD  (Eden;,  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  28.  8d 
-LiTTLEPORT  (Ouse).  A,  Camhs,  76;  6s  !>d 
LouohTON  (Rodin-),  A,  Esse^  12-  Is  Old 
L(5NG  MlSLF0RD(8(,,nr),  ,\,  Suttolk,  6U;".5s.  2id 
LOWESTOFT  (for  )\  :iye)u  y),  A,  Suffolk  117} 


ierks,  24 1  ;  2s.  6d. 
.\,  Es..  X,  44  ;  ;!s.  3d. 
A,  i;ssrx,  3s.  2d. 
s..  \,  5!) ;  5s.  0.}d. 
's,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
'3  ;  2s. 

\,  47  ;  ,3s.  ll}d. 

isi-\,  61 ;  6s. 
'Ik,  76)  ;  6s.  4.}d. 
Be  'ks,  4X}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Ilcris,  m  ;  ].s. 

.\,  Norfolk,  134  ;  ICS. 
A,  Es.sex,  19}  ;  is.  8d. 
5s.  4(1. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpcol  Street). 

Great  Western  (Paddiugton). 

South  Eastern  (Chaiin?  Cross,  Waterloo 
Junr(i(..n,  ('annon  .Strjet,  London  Bridge 
and  New  Crus<:).  " 

South .  Western  ( Waterloo). 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.^.  &  S.  C.  (Loudon  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North-Wectern  (Euston).  - 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 

»^  Map  shows  the  new  stations. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  1 
Maldon  East  (Black\yatei  ), 
Maldon  West  (Blackwatei  i 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  E> 
March  (Nenc,  Av.),  A  ('ami 
MAIUHXIKS  (Ash),  A,  lirl'ts,  ■: 
JIaric'.sTey  (Colne),  A,  Es  (- 
,   Midiuirst  (Rotlicr),  11  h\  s '1: 
MrLJ>ENHALL  (Lark),  A,  .^uiu 
MOUI.SFOKH  Cl'lianies),  r.,  Biv 
New  B.vi;  \i:t  ( lin-ni ),  I-:,  iiri 
Newport  ((':iiiii,  ,\,  i':,srv  -i- 
NORTH  Wai.siia.ii  (,\nt), 
North  'Weald  (Roding) 
OAKLEY  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  • 
Offord  (Onse),  E,  Huuts,  55}  ;  5s.  lOd 
ONGAR  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22;  Is.  ll}d 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  SiuTcy,  21  ;  2s.  ]d 
Paddock  \)'ood  (Medway'),  C,  Kent,  31}  ■  4s 
PANGBourne  (Th.ames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s  4d 
Park  Street  (Ver),  Jl.  Herts,  22  ;  2s 
Ponder  s  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10;  9d 
Potters  ll.vi;  (I'ulnc),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Is  3d 
PULBiiiiOnm  (.Anm),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge  s  Exclusions,  2.s.  6d.). 
RADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  7d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  33.  9d. 
RED  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
RtCKMANSwoRTH  (Colue),  H  I,  Herts,  22}  ■  Is  9d 
IJOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22.} ;  Is.  9d. 
RuBGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d 
RYE  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  2s  3}d 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  .58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (We.y),  C,  Surrey,  41  ;  3s.  2d. 
SiiARNBROOK  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d, 
Shepford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is  8d 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex  IS}  -  2s 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  I8I  ;  Is,  lld.  ' 
SOUTHMINSTKR,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  2s 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  6}d 
STANSTBAt)  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  B  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s  Id 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  63.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  is.  9d 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  .5s.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s  6d 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58} ;  4.s.  11  }d 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  23.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  43.  lld 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  .5s.  2d 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  33 
TiLEHURST  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  43.  Id 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  3U  ;  33.  4d 
TUNBRIDGE  (Medw.iy),  ('.  K(-iit,  29}  ;  3s.  3d 
Twyford  (Tliames),  B,  Bi-i  ks,  :;|  ;  .-js  3d 
I'XBRIDGE  (C(jlne),  B,  \lid.|lcsr\,  15.+  ;  ]s  7d 
■\'/RGrNIA  Watek  CI'liaiiM  s),  1),  Herks,  23-  -'s  6d 
WALTON  (TliaiiR-s),  II,  Siii-ivv,  17;  Is.  lod' 
M'ALTIIA.M  Cross  (J, (.-n),      Essex,  13;  Is  Id 
^VARE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  221  ;  Is.  lld. 
Watep.beacii  (I'aiii),  A,  Canibs,  61 ;  5s.  2d 
WATE;iliNGuri;v  (.Medway),  C,  Kent,  46;  43 
Wendomii:,  r,  iiiicks,  33};  3s,  3d, 
^Vesi'  III:  ai  4MX  (t'olne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d 
West  i;i;nsTi:,U)  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  43.  Sd, 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32.t ;  2s.  9}d. 
AVEYBHlDitE  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19 ;  2s 
AVniTTLESFORD  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
M'lCKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  ''d 
WIDFOKD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  Ii,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d 
With  AM  (Blackwater),  .A.,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3Jd 
Woking  (Has  ngstke  Canal),  D,  Sm  rey,  24}  •  "s  6d 
WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31  ■  -^s  7d 
AVraysbury  (Thms.(t  Colne),  D.Bucks,  21};2s  3d 
Weoxham  (Broads,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122}  •  10s 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  <Sc.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  10s 
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the  only  angler  out  at  presont ;  fishiug  on  the  lough 
has  been  poor  also. — John  Devers. 

nXoy,  Xioughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  heavy  snow-showers  of  last  week  have 
put  the  river  out  of  order,  but  as  I  write  the 
weather  looks  settled  again  and  the  river  is  coming 
right  again.  Mr.  H.  Leister,  staying  at  Garacloon 
Lodge,  Lough  Conn,  on  the  30th  killed  salmon, 
lOlb.,  with  fly;  he  also  had  some  nice  takes  of 
trout. — Pat  Hkaenes. 

Roe  (Limavady,  Co.  DeiTy). — The  Roe  and  its 
tributaries  opened  on  Monday  last.  The'  river  is 
getting  into  order  by  the  rains.  No  trouting  yet. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass  Mf.'G.  C. 
Williams  killed:  March  27,  one  salmon,  241b.  ;  March 
28,  two  salmon,  241b.,  361b. ;  March  29,  one  salmon, 
311b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  F.  Milburn  killed  :  March 
28,  one  salmon,  311b.  On  tlie  same  water  the  fisher- 
men killed:  March  30,  one  salmon,  261b.,  and  Mr. 
Guy  Francis,  on  April  1,  killed  one  salmon,  221b.  On 
Woodlands  Mr.  J.  Enright  killed :  March  29  one 
salmon,  241b. — John  Enright  &  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Mourns  opened  for  trouting 
on  Monday.  Rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  raising  the  water, 
which  was  wanted,  and  taking  away  the  snow-water. 
With  more  rain  the  river  will  be  in  good  condition  for 
the  Easter  holidays.  A  number  of  English  anglers 
are  expected  at  Neutonstewart  for  the  Easter  week. 
Owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather  little  was  done  on 
the  Ballendeny  and  Blackwater  since  last  report.  A 
rise  in  temperature  is  necessary  for  successful  trout- 
ing. The  past  month  was  one  of  the  worst  experienced 
on  Tyrone  rivers.  On  the  same  date,  April  1,  the 
season  also  opened  on  the  ^lenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  etc., 
also  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Foyle. — J.  A.  B. 


Jingling  "^nxtttxc^. 


April  T. — Easter  Sunday. 
April  8.— -Easter  Monday. 
April  10. 

Highbury  :  Supper  and  Distribution. 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Annual  dinner. 
April  12. 

A.B.S. ;  Committee  meeting. 
April  13. 

Gresham  :  Dinner  at  Chesham. 


April  15. — North  London  :  Visit. 

,,    15. — West  Ham  Brothers :  Visit. 
,,    15. — Earlsfield:  Annual  dinner. 
,,    IG. — Gresham:  Exhibition  of  Flies  and  Tackle. 
,,    16. — Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Dinner  and  pre- 
sentation. 

,,    17. — Wisbech  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

,,    20. — Lychnobites  :  Concert. 

,,    22. — A.B.S.  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

„    23.— Elgin:  Visit. 

,,    23. — Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 

,,    29. — Amicable  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

29. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  "  At  home,"  Lantern 
lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 


IRepotts  from  Clubs, 


Eeports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receijjt 
of  £1  Is.,  annual  subscription,  from  P.  Geen,  president 
of  the  Anglers'  Association,  £1  2s.  3d.  from  P.  Godfrey, 
The  Jew's  Harp,  Redhill-street,  N.W.,  and  lis.  from 
Mr.  Stevens,  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's,  from 
their  donation  boxes.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  April  12, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Cambeidge  Feiendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-Street,  W. — Our  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Thurs- 
day, April  11.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight 
o'clock  punctually  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Carter  faced  by  Mr. 
W.  Fitzgibbon. — W.  Sutton. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  31  most  of  the 
members  again  competed  at  St.  Margaret's  in  the 
A.B.S.  Competition,  likewise  for  Mr.  Midson's  prize, 
but  the  only  one  to  score  was  Mr.  B.  Parram. 
Members  please  note,  there  will  not  be  any  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  April  9,  owing  to  the  holidays. — S.  Malby. 

Hounslow  and  Islewoeth  Piscatoeial  Society, 
Royal  George  Hotel,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  are 
getting  along  splendidly  at  our  new  headquarters  at 
the  George,  where  host  Pavely  does  his  best  to  make 
us  comfortable.  We  have  a  splendid  club-room,  and 
shall  always  be  glad  to  see  any  angler  on  Wednesday 
evenings.    Dr.  Gordon  has  been  re-elected  president, 


and  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham  hon.  secretary.  We  have 
several  new  vice-presidents,  and  six  new  active  mem- 
bers have  been  elected.  Will  all  members,  etc.,  who 
have  kindly  promised  prizes  oblige  me  by  forwarding 
them.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Anglinc;  Society,  Leicester.— On 
March  28  about  forty  members  sat  down  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  to  a  capital 
dinner,  the  tables  being  tastefully  decorated  by  the 
host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  White).  The  club  is 
the  oldest  in  Leicester,  and  is  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Hobbs, 
who  distributed  some  handsome  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  %o  Messrs.  W.  Mauship,  A.  Townsend,  E.  Webb, 

G.  Iliff,  T.  Bollard,  J.  Birkett,  T.  Trubshaw,  G.  Good- 
win, J.  Cave,  B.  Bates,  A.  Hodson,  H.  Bower,  A.  T. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Hobbs,  H.  Gask,  W.  Dorrell,  and 
J.  Billson.  Some  excellent  songs  were  rendered 
during  the  evening  by  Messrs.  Ward,  Bower,  Staples, 
and  A.  White,  accompanied  by  Mr.  T.  Clarke,  and  a 
very  jjleasant  evening  was  spent. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  March  24,  several 
of  the  members  competed  in  the  A.B.S.,  but  none  of 
them  were  successful.  On  March  25th,  Mr.  Ashby  was 
proposed  for  membership,  and  on  April  1  was  admitted 
a  working  member  ;  Mr.  Parry  was  proposed.  The 
next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  takes  place 
at  the  above  on  Monday,  April  15,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  Will  the  members  please  attend  next 
meeting  for  the  election  of  auditors  and  oblige. — 

H.  Stretch. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.  Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  March  31,  and  the  following 
weighed  in  fish  :  Mr.  F.  Horner,  two  nice  chub  ;  Mr.  R. 
Pethurst  and  Mr.  John  Newton,  roach  ;  the  last  two 
took  prizes  in  the  competition.  I  hope  the  No.  1 
district  will  rally  round  us  at  our  visit  on  the  15th. — 
R.  Lowthee. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

6,447.  Fishing.  Patentee :  Mr.  R.  B.  Cantrell,  53, 
McDonough-street,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
U.S.A.  Artificial  Flies.  The  fly  is  tied 
upon  a  light  tube,  which  can  be  pushed  on 
to  the  shank  of  the  hook.  The  tube  may 
be  in  telescopic  sections. 

3,926.  Mr.  Granville  Eustace  Medley,  18,  South- 
ampton Buildings,  Chancery-lane.  Im- 
provements in  Fishing  Reels. 
22,131.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  W.  Smallwood, 
(trading  as  Smallwood  &  Co.),  Lion  Works, 
Redditch.  Tackle  cases  and  line  winders. 
Short  tubes  are  secured  to  flanges  so  that, 
when  the  tubes  engage,  a  winder  is  formed 
with  a  central  box  for  the  reception  of 
tackle.  A  transparent  pane  maybe  inserted. 
The  flanges  may  assume  various  concentric 
forms.  The  ends  of  the  box  may  be 
concave. 

19,969.  Fishing.  Mr.  D.  M.  Mefford,  39,  St.  Mary 
Square,  Kennington-road.  Line  Floats. 
The  line  is  passed  into  a  V-shaped  slit  in 
which  it  is  held  by  being  slipped  into 
incomplete  rings.  The  slit  may  or  may 
not  extend  to  the  axis  of  the  float. 
4,786.  Mr.  William  Hardy  and  Mr.  John  James 
Hardy,  Clun  House,  Surrey-street,  Strand. 
.  Improved  means  for  holding  artificial  flies 
in  anglers'  fly-boxes. 

28,144.  Steam  hoists.  Patentee :  Mr.  T.  Melrose, 
Bass  Rook  House,  Tynemouth.  A  small, 
high-speed  whipping-engine,  for  discharging 
and  loading  fish  and  other  light  goods,  com- 
prises a  frame  having  the  crank  shaft  at  the 
top,  and  the  cylinder  in  a  vertical  position, 
with  the  valve  chest  inside  the  frame. 
4,394.  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch.  Improvement  in  Fishing  Reels. 
5,401.  Mr.  John  Thomas  Emery,  57,  Vernon-road, 
Leytonstone.  A  new  or  improved  apparatus 
for  holding  artificial  flies  and  fish  hooks  in 
cases  or  boxes. 

23,358.  Fishing.  Patentee;  Mr.  W.  Turner,  87, 
Hornby-road,  Blackpool,  Lanes.  Live-bait 
tackle.  A  single  and  a  double  hook  are 
whipped  on  to  gimp. 

23,482.  Fishing.  Mr.  W.  Hardy  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
(trading  as  Hardy  Bros.),  Alnwick,  North- 
umberland. Artificial  bait,  spinning  tackle. 
The  fins  are  pivoted  on  pins  which  project 
from  the  side  of  the  bait.  The  plate  has' a 
projecting  pin  which  can  be  made  to  engage 
with  one  of  a  number  of  holes  in  a  circle 
about  the  pin  so  as  to  adjust  the  angle  at 
which  the  fiji  is  set,  or  a  'hent  over  edge 
may  engage  with  one  of  a  number  of  radial 
slots  for  the  same  purpose. 


BIG  BLACK  BAS.S  FROM  FLORIDA. 

A  WELL-KNOWN  Chicago  angler,  Mr.  M.  P.  Riley, 
has  been  in  Florida  for  several  weeks  bait-casting  for 
the  big-mouthed  black  bass  which  attain  so  great  a 
weight  in  the  fresh-water  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
Peninsula  State.  These  waters  have  not  been  depleted 
to  such  an  extent  (as  yet)  as  the  more  northerly 
habitats  of  the  Micropterus  salmonides,  and  the  expert 
angler  can  depend  \xpon  having  fine  sport  in  Floridian 
waters  at  the  proper  season.  From  a  letter,  recently 
written  from  Tallahassee  by  Mr.  Riley  to  a  Chicago 
friend,  we  arc  permitted  to  append  some  account  of 
the  angler's  experiences  : — ■ 

"  Having  heard  of  the  large  black  bass  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  I  came  down  here  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago  properly  equipped  to  get  one  of  them,  bringing 
live  frogs  for  bait  from  Chicago.  I  made  my  hcad^ 
quarters  at  Mr.  E.  N.  Mabry's  plantation  on  Lake 
Jackson,  about  nine  miles  north  of  Tallahassee.  I 
began  fishing  on  Jan.  22,  and  fished  more  or  less  daily 
until  Feb.  2  with  rather  indifferent  success,  though 
getting  a  few  black  bass  and  pickerel  every  day.  I  soon 
discovered  that  this  was  not  the  proper  fishing  season, 
the  darkies  who  fish  for  market  not  beginning  to  fish 
much  before  March  or  April.  I  stuck  to  it  though, 
casting  frogs,  minnows,  and  the  spoon. 

"  Saturday  morning,  Feb.  2,  they  seemed  to  be 
taking  hold  a  little  better,  and  at  about  ten  o'clock 
I  got  a  wicked  strike  in  a  large  weed-bed,  off  of  deep 
water.  I  hooked  my  fish  and  soon  saw  I  had  a  large 
contract  on  my  hands.  Mr.  Mabry  was  paddling  the 
boat  for  me  and  managed  to  back  out  into  deep  water, 
where  I  played  the  fish  on  the  reel  for  about  twenty 
minutes,  finally  landing  him  in  the  boat  without  gaff 
or  net.  On  our  return  to  land  he  was  weighed  and 
registered  a  fraction  over  eight  pounds,  being  twenty- 
four  and  one-fourth  inches  long.  He  was  caught  on  a 
regular  casting  outfit,  with  a  medium-sized  live  frog 
for  bait.  I  packed  this  fish  in  ice  and  expressed  him 
to  my  place  of  business.  No.  85,  Fifth  Avenue,  Chicago, 
where  it  can  be  seen  by  calling  there.  I  think  this  is 
one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  big-mouthed 
black  bass  ever  caught  and  landed  on  light  tackle, 
and  I  have  sent  orders  to  have  him  properly  mounted. 
This  fish  was  also  weighed  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Bjnrd,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Tallahassee,  several  hours  after 
being  caught,  and  found  to  go  over  eight  pounds.  .  .  . 

"  I  am  going  down  on  the  coast,  near  St.  Marks,  for 
the  balance  of  the  week  to  try  my  hand  at  sea  fishing 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  will  report  my  success 
later." 

Mr.  Riley  is  an  expert  in  the  use  of  a  bait-casting 
rig  and  can  play  a  big  fish  to  a  finish,  but  his  trip  in 
search  of  the  big-mouths  of  Florida  was  his  first 
experience,  probably,  on  the  waters  of  that  State  and 
he  did  not  have  the  good  fortune  to  reach  the  haunts 
of  the  really  big  bass.  His  fish  is  a  fine  specimen  of 
its  species,  and  he  did  well  to  boat  it  without  gaff  or 
net,  but  that  same  day,  Mr.  Roland  Morrill,  a 
prominent  fruit  grower  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
caught  a  much  bigger  bass  in  Florida.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrill  spent  several  months  in  the  south  this  winter, 
and  on  Feb.  3-  Mr.  Morrill  wrote  from  Jacksonville  to 
his  friend,  Mr.  W.  W.  McParland,  the  well-known 
sportsman  of  Chicago,  some  account  of  his  sport  in 
Florida,  from  which  we  excerpt  the  following  : — 

"  We  have  been  having  some  fun  down  the  Kissimmee 
river.  We  went  down  there  for  fishing  and  shooting. 
Found  the  shooting  poor  and  fishiug  fine.  In  our  first 
hour  we  had  three  bass — lO^lb.,  121b.,  and  131b.,  and 
six  of  from  41b.  to  101b.,  my  wife  getting  a  121b.  one 
for  her  first  bite.  Last  .evening,  just  as  we  were 
quitting  to  take  the  boat  for  home,  I  got  one  that 
weighed  151b.  lOoz.,  and  the  thought  came  to  me  that 
I  wanted  you  to  see  it.  I  really  thought  you  would 
not  believe  my  story  if  you  could  not  see  the  fish. 

"  I  want  you  to  take  care  of  the  fish  and  get  track  of 
some  taxidermist  who  can  put  him  up  right,  as  I  want 
him  mounted." 

Ye  fysshinge  editor  has  had  the  pleasure  of  scanning 
the  noble  proportions  of  both  these  fishes  at  R.  A. 
Turtle's  taxidermal  laboratory,  where  they  had  been 
sent  to  be  mounted  as  trophies  of  the  angle.  After 
the  big  Morrill  bass  had  been  out  of  the  water  six 
days  it  weighed  15Jlb.,  its  length  was  27fin.,  girth 
measurement  at  the  centre  of  the  dorsal  tin,  22Jin., 
extreme  spread  of  mouth,  measured  inside  the  jaws, 
6|^in.,  same  outside  the  jaws,  7|in.,  size  of  eye  orifice, 
l|in.  This  black  bass  is  the  record  bass,  at  least,  for 
Chicago  taxidermists,  and  is  a  genuine  big-mouth. 
The  colours  of  both  were  well  preserved,  and  they  wnll 
make  fine  mounted  specimens. — From  American  Field. 


HOLLOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  .More  precious  than 
Gold.  DianUa'a,  dysentery,  .and  clioleia  are,  throusli  the 
summer's  heat,  carrying  oft'  the  youiifr,  as  the  winter's  coUl 
destroys  the  aged.  lu  the  most  acute  cases,  where  the  internal 
medicines  cannot  be  retained,  the  greatest  relief  will  immedi- 
ately result  from  rubbing  Holloway  s  soothing  Ointment  over 
the  abdomen.  The  friction  should  be  frequeut  and  brisk,  to 
insure  the  i)enetration  of  a  large  portion  of  the  unguent.  Tliis 
Ointment  calms  the  excited  peristaltic  action  and  soothes  the 
pain.  Both  vomiting  and  griping  yield  to  it ;  where  fruit  or 
vegetables  have  originated  the  malady,  it  is  proper  to  remove 
all  indigested  matter  from  the  bowels  by  a  moderate  dose  of 
Holloway  s  Pills  before  using  the  Ointment. 
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.  The  First  Edition  of  "  An  Old  Man's  Holidays,"  by 
"  The  Amateur  Angler,"  having  soon  become  "  O.P.," 
a  Second  Edition,  with  portrait  and  numerous  illustra- 
tions, is  now  ready,  price  2s.  net,  of  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
E.G.  It  IS  handy  for  the  pocket,  and  many  a  pleasant 
hour  may  be  whiled  away  on  a  railway  journey,  at 
home,  or  at  the  sea  or  river  side.  There  are  130  pages 
of  mteresting  and  instructive  matter  in  sixteen 
chapters,  commencing  with  "  Easter  Fly  Fishing  on 
the  Itchen,"  and  following  with  "Spring  Rambles," 
''  Our  Holiday  in  Cornwall,"  etc.  I  can  only  say  that 
I  have  read  it  through  from  title-page  to  imprint  with 
great  pleasure,  and  advise  anglers  or  non-anglers  to  do 
the  same. 


Me.  W.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket  (who  has  recovered 
from  a  very  severe  illness),  in  answer  to  a  letter  asking 
him  what  prospect  of  sport  during  the  holidays, 
writes : — "  Several  trout  anglers  -have  been  trying  at 
the  following  fishing  stations  [on  the  Lark— Isleham, 
West  Row,  Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  Icklingham,  and 
Flempton,  and  from  reports  sent  me  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  fish  were  taken.  How  could  you  expect  more 
—the  wind  blowing  half  a  gale,  bitterly  cold,  and 
plenty  of  snow,  sleet,  and  rain  with  it.  The  fact  is, 
only  the  most  enthusiastic  angler  would  brave  the 
elements.  The  chances  were,  if  you  caUght  no  trout 
you  would  very  likely  capture  an  attack  of  influenza 
or  bronchitis  I  There  are  plenty  of  good  trout  in  the 
Lark  stream,  and  the  water  is  in  good  condition,  but 
weather  dead  against  either  spinning  or  fly  fishing." 
Never  mind  the  weather,  captain  ;  I'm  after  that  two 
and  a  half  brace  of  trout. 


Theee  are  too  few  regular,  old-fashioned  angling 
inns  in  the  land  now;  most  of  them  make  such  a 
feature  of  the  tourist  business.  At  the  ideal  angling 
inn  the  non-angler  is  regarded  as  an  interloper,  very 
likely  turned  mto  the  commercial-room  regardless  of 
whether  or  no  he  happens  to  travel  in  anything  and 
the  fatted  calf  is  not  killed  for  him.  There  are  such 
hostelries  still  in  the  West  of  England  and  up  North 
but  not  many  here  down  South.  No  one  understood 
the  delights  of  the  country  inn  of  the  old  sort  better 
than  William  Howitt,  whose  "  Rural  Life  of  England  " 
has  many  delightful  passages.  '  Go  up  to  your  bed- 
chamber ;  you  are  delighted  with  its  sweetness,  its 
freshness,  its  cleanness.  You  fairly  stand  to  snuff 
up  the  air  that  comes  in  at  the  open  window  You 
turn  to  admire  the  clean  white  bed— the  snowy 
sheets— the  fresh  carpet— the  old-fashioned  walnut 
drawers— the  wide  elbow  chairs  of  massy  workman- 
ship. .  .  There  is  lavender  in  the  drawers  I  You 
may,  indeed,  if  you  please,  be  laid  in  lavender  '  " 
This  also  is  from  the  Express,  and  although  there 
may  not  be  many  ideal  angling  inns  in  the  South 
there  are  plenty  in  the  East  and  South-East.  Those 
in  search  of  such  along  the  Lark  river  should  consult 
not  "  WiUiam  Howitt,"  but  William  Howlett  of  New- 
market, general  secretary  to  the  Lark  Angling  and 
Preservation  Society. 

Me.  T.  Cedmplen  ("Old  Izaak")  is  announced  to 
deliver  his  lantern  lecture  entitled  "  Pishing  in  the 
Eastern  Coujities  Past  and  Present,"  before  the 
members  and  fi-iends  of  the  Wisbech  and  District 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  and  the  Institute 
Fishing  Club  at  Wisbech  on  Wednesday,  April  17 
The  lecture  will  be  given  in  the  large  hall  of  the 
institute,  and  the  president,  Mr.  I.  F.  Gardiner 
occupies  the  chair.  The  Wisbech  Institute  is  one  of 
,  the  largest  m  the  kingdom. 


Once  again  (death  and  quarter  day  are  considered 
certainties)  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Club 
Chronicle  IS  to  hand.  At  least,  that  is  the  title  on  the 
wrapper,  but  on  the  first  page  of  the  unpretentious 

^f.'"  t^^-f  '^'^iTl"^-,?''^'^'^'^^^  ^*yled  tiie  Gazette. 
The  Editor  8  Note-Book,"  always  interesting,  quotes 
a  jotting  from  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  |ives  the 
authority  as  the  Fishing  Chrmicle.  No  matter  Mr 
Scott,  you  have  supplied  your  members  with  a  verv 
readable  journal.  I  am  sorry  not  to  have  been  present 
at  the  club  8  annual  dinner,  which,  according  to  the 
account,  was  a  grand  affair,  and  hope  soon  to  see  some 
of  the  boys,  and— some  of  their  trout. 

With  reference  to  Sunday  fishing  in  Cornwall  on 
March  23,  the  East  Coast  fishermfn  fishfng  o  "t  of 
Newlyn  received  from  Mr.  W.  0.  Strick,  harbour 
master,  two  circulars  from  Messrs.  T  W  Field  •  T  B 
Bolitho;  and  David  Howell  on  the  one  side,  and  Revs' 
Charles  D.  Lawrence,  rector  of  Lowestoft :  S.  B.  Driver 

nf  rl*  • '.S^i^^'P^T!^  :  D^^id  Dickson; 

It  ^l  T  ^^"st  Church ;  Sydenham  L.  Dickson,  vica^ 
of  St.  John  s ;  J.  H.  Burkitt,  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Free  Church;  and  R.  H.  Higson,  superintendent 
minister  of  the  Wesleyan  Churcl,  a  so  TLowestoft 

Nothing  could  be  better  calculated  {the  Western 


Morning  News  thinks)  to  promote  this  end  than  the 
reasonable  appeal  made  by  these  gentlemen.  The  fish 
salesnien  and  buyers  are  in  sympathy  with  the  circulars 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  mackerel 
season  of  1901,  commenced  so  auspiciously  as  to 
financial  success,  will  be  a  most  harmonious  and 
friendly  season  between  the  east  and  west  countrymen. 

The  deputation  representing  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  which  waited  on  the  King,  was  introduced 
by  the  clerk  (Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse),  and  consisted  of 
Mr.  Frederick  James  LTnderwood,  prime  warden  (pro- 
poser), Mr.  John  Amory-Travers  (seconder),  Mr.  George 
Frederick  Bodley,  A.R.A.,  Mr.  Edward  Rawlings,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Joseph  Chinnery. 

In  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on  March  28— Sheriff 
Henderson  Begg  on  the  bench— John  Davidson  Ogilvie 
48,  Leadside-road,  and  Robert'Paterson,  general  dealer,' 
Corporation  Lodging  House,  were  charged  with  having 
on  Feb.  11  used  a  snigger  for  catching  salmon  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  Don,  near  Kettock's  Mill  Dam. 
Paterson  denied  the  charge ;  Ogilvie  did  not  appear,  and 
evidence  was  led.  The  Sheriff  found  the  charge  proved, 
and  ordered  accused  to  pay  a  fine  of  9s.,  with  31s. 
expenses,  the  alternative  being  ten  days'  imprison- 
ment. Accused  was  further  charged,  along  with 
George  Nicolson  and  James  Robertson,  both  residing 
at  the  Corporation  Lodging  House,  with  having  com° 
mitted  a  similar  offence  near  Kettock's  Mill  Dam  on 
9th  inst.  All  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  evidence  was 
led.  The  charge  was  found  proved,  and  Paterson  was 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  £1,  with  12s.  expenses,  or 
suffer  seven  days'  imprisonment;  Nicolson,  £5,  with 
12s.  expenses,  or  thirty  days'  imprisonment;  and 
Robertson,  15s.,  with  12s.  expenses,  or  seven  days' 
imprisonment.  Rebertson  :  Would  you  give  me  a  week 
to  pay  ?  The  Sheriff  :  How  would  you  pay  the  fine  if 
you  got  the  chance  ?  Would  you  snigger  a  few  more 
salmon  ?  Robertson  suggested  that  he  would  get  the 
money  by  honest  methods.  The  Sheriff  accordingly 
allowed  him  two  days  to  pay  half  the  fine,  and  a 
further  extension  to  pay  the  remainder. 


Ballade  op  Sea  Music. 
Sink,  sim,  in  crimson  far  away. 

Float  out,  pale  moon,  above  the  roar, 
While  brown  and  silver,  flame  and  gray. 

Round  rock  and  sand  the  waters  pour  ; 

For  night  hath  clew  to  all  the  store 
Of  wild  wavt-harmony  that  rings, 

And  Earth  hath  not  in  all  her'  lore 
Such  legends  as  sea  music  brings. 
Here  singing  silver  shallows  fray 

The  ruby  tufted  golden  floor, 
Here  wondrous  twilit  forests  sway 

Round  coral  porch  and  corridor 

Where  lurk — but  ah,  why  yet  implore 
The  splendid  dream  that  round  them  clings? 

Where  the  dead  lie  who  heard  of  yore 
The  legends  that  sea  music  brings. 
This  is  the  sea  that  could  not  stay 

The  tides  of  men,  that  evermore 
Rolled  westward  still  and  cleft  its  spray 

With  hollowed  trunk  and  dauntless  oar; 

Here  Grecian  trireme  reeled  before  . 
Rome's  purple  galley;  here  sea-kings 

Left  red  on  wave  and  blackened  shore 
The  legends  that  sea  music  brings. 

Envoy. 

Earth  keeps  not  now  the  face  she  wore: 
The  smoke-trails  dusk  the  wide  white  wings; 

No  longer  as  of  old  shall  roar 

The  legends  that  sea  music  brings. 

— MOETIMEB  WhEELEE. 


8cribner's_  Magazine  for  April  is  a  spring  number 
with  a  special  cover  in  colours  and  illustrations  in 
colour  by  a  new  method.  It  contains  six  short  stories 
—articles  by  John  Pox,  jun.,  Walter  A.  Wyckoff,  Mrs. 
Gilbert,  and  others ;  and  the  pictures  represent  the 
best  work  of  such  artists  as  Peixotto,  Steele,  Christy, 
Weeks,  and  McCarter.  Of  the  six  short  stories  three 
are  by  writers  new  to  magazine  readers,  which  is 
another  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  magazines  are 
on  the  alert  for  new  talent  whenever  it  can  prove  its 
interest  and  skill.  A  new  writer  of  sea  stories  appears 
in  this  month's  Scribner's.  He  is  a  Boston  man,  James 
B.  Connolly,  who  has  found  rich  material  among  the 
Gloucester  fishermen,  and  he  has  the  knack  of  writing 
exciting  tales. 

Anothee  keen  angler  and  capital  all-romd  sportsman 
has  joined  the  majority.  This  was  Captain  John  Parry 
Hamer,  Glanyrafon  Hall,  Llanyblodwel,  Oswestry, 
whose  sudden  death,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
fifty-four,  was  a  great  shock  to  his  numerous  relatives 
and  friends.  On  Thursday  in  last  week  he  accom- 
panied Mrs.  Parry  Hamer  to  Oswestry,  where  she  had 
promised  to  give  away  the  prizes  that  afternoon  at 
the  Grammar  School   sports.    Afterwards,  feeling 


rather  unwell,  he  visited  his  medical  attendant  there, 
in  whose  surgery  he  expired.  The  funeral,  which  took 
place  on  Monday  last,  was  largely  attended  by  all 
classes  to  witness  his  remains  deposited  in  the  family 
vault  in  Llanyblodwel  churchyard,  and  the  most 
heartfelt  sympathy  is  expressed  on  all  sides  for  the 
bereaved  wife  and  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mr. 
John  Lawton  Parry  Hamer,  attained  his  maiori'ty  in 
October  last. 


The  Good-hearted  "  Shepherd  "  had  quite  a  merry 
gathering  of  Anglers  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
Angimg  Society  on  the  occasion  of  the  South  London 
visit.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  made  a  capital  chairman,  and 
the  programme  submitted  was  one  of  the  best  of  the 
season.  Nineteen  societies  were  strongly  represented, 
and  every  one  passed  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  Mr. 
J.  Smith  and  C.  Piggott  were  at  home  as  the  M.C.'s. 


"Now  that  the  close  time,  so  far  as  angling  for 
coarse  fish,  is  once  more  with  us,"  says  "Ronald"  in 
the  Yorkshire  Herald,  "  1  am  receiving  my  usual  batch 
of  letters  dealing  with  this  subject.  The  river  Ouse 
as  usual  gives  rise  to  much  comment,  owing  chiefly  to 
Its  being  one  of  the  few  rivers  in  England  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  that  beneficent  Act  of  Parliament 
known  as  the  Mundella  Act,  which  gives  the  finny  tribe 
coming  under  the  name  of  coarse  fish  a  much-needed 
rest  from  the  Angler's  wiles  of  three  months'  duration. 
Thus  the  period  of  grace  given  the  fish  to  propagate  their 
species  IS  with  us,  commencing  from  March  15  and 
ending  with  June  15.  I  need  hardly  say  that  every 
true  sportsman  regrets  the  fact  that  our  fine  old  river 
IS  left  out  in  the  cold,  and  that  its  angling  suffers 
much,  chiefly  at  the  hands  of  the  unscrupulous  netters. 
It  is  by  the  latter  engines  of  destruction  that  the  river 
IS  made  to  suffer  the  most,  and  not  by  the  few  rods  we 
see  at  work  during  the  close  season.  This  is  apparent 
when  we  consider  that  the  netter  rakes  the  bed  of  the 
river  the  year  round." 


The  Easter  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is  a 
gigantic  affair.  It  commences  with  a  concert  at 
10  a.m.  and  runs  throughout  the  day  until  11.45,  when 
the  last  turn  is  due.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
varied  character  of  the  entertainments,  but  they 
certainly  seem  to  embrace  every  conceivable  kind 
From  the  Boxers  and  Ball  Punchers  to  the  Lady 
Whistler,  and  from  the  Lady  Transformation 
Dancer  to  the  astonishing  aerial  feats  of  Ella  Zuila, 
there  are  innumerable  performances  to  satisfy  the 
taste  of  all  classes.  The  doors  will  open  at  9  a.m.,  and 
seekers  for  a  day's  continuous  amusement  should 
wend  their  way  to  Westminster  as  soon  after  breakfast 
as  possible. 


The  pelican  plucking  at  her  breast  to  provide  blood 
for  her  starving  young  has  long  been  an  emblem  of 
piety  as  well  as  an  heraldic  coat  of  arms.  The  Daily 
Ejqn-ess  says  the  bird  of  heraldry,  however  is  not 
precisely  the  living  image  of  those  huge-billed  creatures 
of  which  there  is  such  a  fine  series  at  the  Zoo  at  the 
present  moment.  It  might,  indeed,  be  almost  any- 
thing  m  the  shape  of  a  fowl.  The  blood  with  which 
the  pelican  is  alleged  to  foster  its  young  has  been 
explained  by  a  reference  to  the  flamingo,  which,  it 
appears,  manufactures  and  ejects  from  its  craw  a 
reddish  substance  which  has  some  purpose  not  yet 
ascertained.  But  a  far  better  origin  for  the  pelican 
legend  can  be  inspected  in  the  western  aviary  at  the 
Zoo,  which  contains  a  kind  of  pigeon,  most  appro- 
priately called  the  blood-breasted  pigeon,  on  account 
of  a  red  splotch  upon  the  breast.  This  carmine  mark 
presents  the  very  closest  approximation  to  a  blood 
stain,  even  ending  off  in  an  irregular  way  like  a  splash 
of  blood  that  had  been  able  to  run  some  way  before  it 
coagulated.  The  only  objection  to  the  bird  as  the 
origin  of  the  legend  is  the  rather  awkward  fact  that  it 
comes  from  the  far  Philippines,  a  locality  hardly  in 
touch  with  the  Western  world  at  a  period  suitable  for 
the  composition  of  the  figure  of  "  the  pelican  in  her 
piety." 


OoE  days  are  numbered— I  mean  our  days  have  been 
numbered.  The  blue  papers  have  been  filled  up  "  to 
the  best  of  our  ability."  Of  course,  the  enumerators 
have  had  a  rough  time  of  it  in  some  quarters— 
particularly  in  the  East-end  of  London.  For  the 
first  time  in  twenty  years  the  fact  is  disclosed  that 
England  has  a  ruler.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
last  census  "  Queen  Victoria "  was  in  France. 
A  man  in  one  of  the  Norfolk  coast  villages  had  an 
idea  that  a  complete  record  of  his  household  past  and 
present  was  required.  This  he  proposed  to  copy  from 
the  family  Bible,  which  contained  the  names  of  several 
members  who  had  long  departed  where  the  census 
paper  troubleth  not.  A  London  angler,  Mr.  William 
Roach  (of  course,  there  are  plenty  of  Chubs  and 
Pikes),  got  a  "bit  mixed"  in  filling  up  his  paper, 
"  William  Roach ;  head  (and  tail)  of  family ;  aged 
seven ;  born  in  Hunts  (on  the  Ouse) ;  male ; 
taxidermist."  Dbagnbt. 
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Provineial  flfigling  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM!  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fully  attended  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
w-incial  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  March  30,  at  the  Continental  Hotel, 
Duke-street,  Liverpool.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham, 
presided,  and  Mr.  B.  Wingfield  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  After  the  meeting  was  opened  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  T.  Cook,  of  Wolverhampton,  in  which  he 
stated  that  owing  to  him  leaving  the  town  mentioned 
he  was  compelled  to  resign  his  sea^  on  the  committee. 
The  resignation  was  received  with  regret.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditor's  report  for  the  half-year  ending  Dec. 
30  was  taken  and  received  and  adopted.  The  report  went 
to  show  that  over  f  100  remained  to  the  credit  of  the 
association,  and  the  incoming  subscription  now  due 
would  realise  about  £50.    A  letter  received  from  the 
C^reat  Western  Railway  was  read,  in  which  they  stated 
that  in  common  with  the  other  companies  they  refused 
to  issue  cheap  tickets  at  a  less  fare  than  Is.    Mr.  P. 
Knight,  of  Warrington,  gave  in  a  report  of  his  visit  to 
the  VVidnes  Association  ;  the  report  was  in  every  way 
satisfactorv.    Under  the    circumstances  they  were 
•  allowed  to  complete  their  affiliation.     The  Liver 
Flv  Fishers'   Club,  Liverpool,  was  also  atifiliated. 
Several  batches  of  minutes  of  sub-committee  meetings 
were  read   and  confirmed.     Messrs.  Coles,  White, 
Dance,  and  Miller  were  again  re-elected  to  form  the 
sub-committee  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  Mr. 
j.  Dance  was  elected  auditor  for  the  committee. 
The  contest,  as  proposed  at  the  last  general  meeting, 
~was  taken  into  consideration,  when  it  was  resolved 
to  make  a  grant  of  £30  for  prizes,  the  first  prize  to 
be  £5,  and  the  minimum  prize  10s.    Cheques  to  the 
value,  of  the  prizes  to  be  given  to  winning  competitors. 
It  was  also  resolved  to  make  an  entrance  fee  of  6d. 
per  member,  and  that  all  members  of  the  Provincial 
Association  be  allowed  to  compete  as  recommended  by 
sub-committee.     It  was  further  resolved  that  the 
contest  be  fished  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  at 
Nantwich,  and  that  it  be  fisbed  on  Saturday,  Aug.  17 
next.    Mr.  Smith,  of  Crewe,  was  appointed  to  peg  out 
the  ground,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  Crewe 
-  Association.    Two  referees  are  to  be  appointed  from  the 
Crewe  Asociation  and  two  from  Warrington,  each  referee 
to  receive  £1  each  for  expenses.  All  other  further  details 
of  the  contest  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee. '  Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  gave  in  a  report 
of  the  business  transacted  by  them  apon  the  Severn 
"  Fishery  Board  which   was  received  and  adopted. 
Several  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Liverpool  Association 
and  th^  chief  officers  of  the  Committee  for  presiding 
brought  the  meeting  to  a  close.    Several  of  our  clubs 
are  making  a  large  number  of  new  members  in  some 
instances  twenty  or  thirty  new  members.    One  club, 
the  Gun,  in  Bath-street,  have  made  fortj'-two  new 
members  during  the  past  month.    A  large  number  of 
members  have,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  joined  our 
Benevolent  Society  of  late,  and  the  next  monthly 
meeting  will  show  that  the  visits  to  the  clubs 
have  caused  a  great  influx  of  new  members.  We 
have  had  a  great  many  samples  of  weather  but  no 
great  quantities.    We  have  had  a  little  sunshine  just 
to  cheer  us  a  few  moments,  and  this  has  been  followed 
with  hail  and  sleet,  with  very  sharp  frosts  at  night, 
and,  from  all  appearances,  there  looks  like  being  a 
very  unpleasant  Easter  in  store  for  us. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  taken  at  the 
early  part  of  the  week  in  the  top  stretches  of  the 
river  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal,  but  only  small,  yet 
thev  were  in  prime  condition  and  provided  good 
sport.  But  the  weather  has  been  such  that  only  the 
most  ardent  enthusiasts  ventured  out,  most  anglers 
preferring  to  attend  to  club  matters,  where  business  has 
been  very  brisk  of  late.  The  clubs  are  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  Easter  holiday  matches,  quite  a  number 
of  which  are  to  be  held  on  the  river  Hull  between 
Hull  Bridge  and  DunSwell,  which  portion  of  the  river 
is  very  prolific  with  flounders  and  eels,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  latter  fish,  owing  to  the  extreme  cold 
weather  that  has  prevailed  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
are  not  yet  on  the  run,  but  since  Saturday  the  weather 
has  become  much  milder,  so  there  is  some  prospects 
of  sport  during  the  holidays  if  it  continues.  On 
Good  Friday  the  following  clubs  will  decide 
matches  on  the  river,  namely :  The  Old  Sculcoates 
at  Cicey;  the  Duke  of  York  Angling  Society  at 
Wawne;  the  Waltonians  on  Minto  Flatts ;  the  Star 
of  Stoneferry  at  Figham  ;  and  the  river  Hull  Angling 
Society  will  fish  on  Swinemoor.  On  Saturday  the 
Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  -\ngling  Societyiwill  visit  Hull 
Bridge  to  fish  their  first  match  of  the  season  ;  and 
>Iessrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  and  the  County  Angling 
Association  will  also  operate  at  the  same  place,  whilst 
on  the  7th  the  Osborne  Angling  Society  will  fish  at 
y  Hull  Bridge  and  the  Clarence  Angling  Society  at 
Weelferry ;  the  Holderness  Drains  are  also  to  have  a 


fair  share  of  patronage.  The  Hull  Town  Association 
fishing  on  the  Burstwick  Drain  at  Hedon  ;  and  the 
Albion,  Alexandra,  Excelsior,  Izaak  Walton,  and  East 
Hull  Band  Associations  on  the  Wiuestead  Drain  at 
Patrington.  Messrs.  Holdsworth  and  Midgley's  Society 
held  their  annual  meeting  tlie  other  evening  at  their 
new  clubhouse,  the  Cartmans'  Arms,  in  Canning-street, 
when  the  officers  were  elected  and  ,  other  matters 
arranged  for  the  season,  Mr.  John  ,.Tanser  being 
elected  to  the  presid-ential  chair;  Mr.  F.  Simpson, 
treasurer ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Sinimonds,  hon.  secretary. 
The  meetings  in  future  to  be  held  fortnightly,  com- 
mencing from  Monday  evening  last. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Rivei-  reports  are,  as  a  rule,  of  the  most  depressing 
character.  The  Ribble  has  suffered  much  from  north- 
east winds  and  snow-water,  both  being  much  against 
the  fly.  The  conservators  of  this  river  do  not  appear 
to  have  had  very  good  luck  in  their  hatching  opera- 
tions. From  sixty  thousand  ova,  the  number  of 
survivin'J  fry  is  very  disappointing,  and  the  season 
for  brown  trout  was  also  poor.  Two  associations, 
the  Clitberoe  and  Manchester,  have  both  materially 
assisted  by  stocking  many  thousands  of  young  trout. 
The  Wyre,  athough  very  well  stocked,  is  not  fishing 
well,  and  only  an  occasional  fish  is  seen  to  rise  in 
the  warmer  part  of  the  day.  The  Lune  does  not 
appear  to  have  fished  any  better,  but  the  keepers 
have  succeeded  in  netting  out  about  one  hundred 
pike  of  a  few  pounds  weight.  The  Warrington  anglers 
appear  to  be  settling  down  for  a  period  of  inactivity, 
not  many  preparing  for  the  coming  holidays. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  anglers  have  practically  had  to  endure  another 
week  of  enforced  idleness  on  account  of  the  wintry 
weather.  Blinding  snowstorms,  and  as  much  as 
fifteen  degrees  of  frost,  are  not  calculated  to  arouse 
much  enthusiasm .  amongst  fishermen.  But  such 
werfi  the  prevailing  elements  almost  every  day 
last  week.  Since  April  came  in,  however,  though 
still  very  cold,  the  outlook  is  better,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  anglers  may  be  able  to  have  a 
spell  of  sport  during  the  holidays.  Those  who  have 
tried  this  week  with  the  artificial  fly  have  not  found 
the  trout  very  active  ;  nevertheless,  a  few  brace  have 
been  accounted  for.  Perhaps  the  waters  are  a  trifle 
too  clear  to  permit  of  exceptional  sport ;  yet,  with  the 
advent  of  warmer  weather,  many  rods  would  get  to 
work.  In  every  respect  the  season  is  very  backward, 
and  this  may  check  operations  for  a  time.  Trout- 
fishing,  however,  gives  promise  to  be  a  greater  success 
this  year  than  last, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  coming  Easter  holidays  promise  to  excel  all 
previous  records  for  the  apathy  of  our  locals.  Very 
few,  if  any,  are  at  the  time  of  writing  preparing  for  a 
few  days  away  in  search  of  sport.  True,  there  is  time 
for  a  rush  even  yet,  but  tackle  dealers  although  fairly 
busy,  do  not  seem  to  anticipate  any  great  exodus.  The 
early  despatch  of  these  notes  necessarily  puts  many 
correspondents  out  of  the  line  of  communication  for  this 
week.  On  the  1st  a  party  of  city  rods,  four  in  number, 
visited  the  Bollin  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  Afterminutely 
examining  every  3'ard  of  the  river  from  Bollington 
Mill  to  Heatley  Mill,  they  returned  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  scrutiny.  Several  important  meetings  on 
the  1st  and  2nd  have  not  been  reported,  and  conse- 
quently must  stand  unnoticed.  For  those  intending 
to  do  a  little  fly  fishing  at  Easter,  an  expert  after 
careful  enquiry  gives  Jlarch  Browns,  Blue  Duns,  and 
Greenwell's  Glory  as  the  best. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rains  in  the  closing  days  of  the  past  week 
have  produced  a  further  rise  on  the  Trent,  and  likely . 
enough  the  extra  water  may  bring  up  additional 
salmon.  Fish  of  large  size  have  been  seen  on  the 
Shardlow  section,  and  as  soon  as  warmer  weather 
intervenes,  members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society- 
intend  to  give  them  a  trial.  Trout  fishing  begins 
on  portions  of  the  Lower  Greet  on  Easter 
Monday,  and  the  waters  are  reported  to  be  well 
stocked.  Re-stocking  during  the  past  two  seasons 
must  have  proved  highly  beneficial.  Club  news  is, 
just  now,  extremely  scarce,  though  items  of  interest 
will  soon  begin  to  crop  up.  On  Thursday,  March  28,  the 
city  piscatorials  celebrated  their  tenth  annual  dinner 
at  headquarters  under  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  R.  H. 
Jackson.  The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  the  Piscatorial 
Society,"  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Mr.  J.  E. 
Wootton,  who  alluded  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
society  and  the  popularity  of  .  the  -newly  -  ac- 
quired waters  of  the  river  at  Barton  and  Atten- 
borough.  In  addition  they  had  the  grand  stretch 
or  stretches  at  RoUeston,  Staythorpe,  and  Akerham 
weirs  down  to  the  Midland  Railway  bridge.  The 
whole  of  the  officers  were  anglers  of  the  right 
stamp,  and  they  were  thoroughly  well  backed  up  by_a 
most  painstaking  and  practical  committee.  Mr.  D.  S. 
Garner,  the  enterprising  secretary,  responded,  observ- 
ing, amid  applause,  that  the  club  had  a  balance  in 


hand  of  £44  12s.  7d.  There  were  one  hundred 
members,  and  it  was  proposed  to  confer  life  member- 
ship on  the  founders, namely,  Mr.  J.Truman  (chairman) 
and  to  Mr.  C.  Jackson.  Members,  he  was  sure,  would  be 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  had 
made  the  society  another  grant  or  present  of  trout. 
The  evening's  proceedings  were  highly  enjoyed. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  having  a  holiday — an  enforced 
holiday — brought  about  by  the  wintry  weather.  What 
little  was  being  done  by  the  more  hardy  rodmen  at 
the  close  of  last  week  was  effectually  interrupted  by 
the  phenomenal  storms.  There  was  snow  in  abund- 
ance everywhere  on  Friday  afternoon  and  evening,  and 
in  some  parts  thunder  and  lightning  were  added. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  wind  is  restless  between 
south  and  east,  and  prospects  are  uncertain.  Mean- 
while, Waltonians  arc  concerned  for  the  Easter 
holidays  and  wonder  what  conditions  may  bn  in  store. 
If  meteorological  matters  would  only  mend  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  successful  trout  season  should  not  be 
experienced,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that 
it  has  opened  with  a  bad  grace.  The  latest 
reports-  have  practically  been  a  blank.  York 
anglers  are  smarting  under  the  wrong  inflicted  by 
coarse  fishers,  who  persist  in  angling  in  the  Ouse 
and  the  Poss  during  the  close  season,  taking  advantage 
of  the  fact  that  the  waters  happen  to  be  exempt  from 
the  protecting  Mundella  Act.  The  chief  sinners  are 
said  to  hail  from  Leeds,  and  there  are  a  few  local  rod- 
men  who  find  it  convenient  to  overlook  the  duty  of 
restraint  which  is  demanded  at  their  hands.  That  any 
number  of  anglers  should  poach  among  the  spawning 
fish  during  the  close  time  is  extremely  annoying,  and 
the  question  is.  How  can  it  be  prevented  ?  The  Ouse 
and  Poss  are  regularly  scoured  by  netters,  who  refuse 
to  let  the  fish  spawn  unmolested.  Who  can  wonder 
at  the  scarcity  of  pike  in  the  Foss  and  at  the  constant 
complaints  to  that  effect.  The  attention  of  the  York 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  is  once  more  directed  to 
the  subject. 


ilofcs  from  fl)c  iTodf). 


Easter  is,  perhaps,  not  always  blessed  with  the 
best  of  weather,  but  seldom  does  it  happen  that  the 
opening  days  of  April  fall  amid  such  masses  of  ice  and 
snow  as  is  the  case  at  present.  It  will  be  some  time 
before  the  accumulations  can  be  worked  off  and  the 
temperature  brought  up  to  the  normal  point. 

Only  one  small  fish  was  got  on  some  twenty  miles 
of  the  Dee  last  week,  while  on  other  reaches  not  a 
single  fly  was  cast. 


The  Monaltrie  shootings  and  fishings  on  the  Dee  are 
let  to  Colonel  Napier,  who  had  them  a  few  years  back, 
and  again  returns  to  his  old  haunts. 


Mr.  Coates  and  family  have  moved  their  establish- 
ment to  Glen  Tana,  which 'he  has  taken  for  the  next 
five  years.  The  salmon  angling  is  about  the  best  on 
the  Dee. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinckman  have  taken  up  their 
quarters  on  the  Grandholm  waters  of  the  Don  for  six 
weeks  among  the  brown  trout. 

The  supply  of  salmon  on  the  East  Coast  continues 
wonderfully  productive  in  spite  of  the  local  gales,  and 
only  the  damage  to  plant  and  the  high  seas  prevented 
the  usual  supplies  being  obtained. 

The  Aberbeen  tidal  anglers  are  in  high  dudgeon  over 
the  result  of  their  petition  to  the  City  Fathers  to  fight 
the  question  of  their  rights  to  the  tidal  waters  for  sea- 
trout  and  finnook  angling. 

The  fair  city  of  Perth  has  some  grand  privileges 
for  its  children,  so  has  the  Highland  capital  ot 
Inverness.  Even  the  little  royal  bm-ghs  of  Kintore 
and  Inverurie  can  boast  of  miles  oL-free  salmon 
angling,  but  poor  .Aberdeen,  with  the  Dee  almost 
running  through  its  centre,  and  the  Don  as  its 
northern  boundarv,  has  not  a  yard  of  public  water  to 
oast  a  salmon  or  sea-trout  fly  on.  Their  rights  were 
sold  about  a  century  ago. 

The  fresh  which  is  being  experienced  is  what  is 
known  in  the  North  as  a  "  rotten  fresh."  The  good  of 
the  strong  sunshine  is  neutralised  by  severe  over-night 
frosts,  in  fact,  the  very  worst  kind  of  angling  weathtr. 

That  Balmoral  will  be  much  en  evidencr  in  the 
future  movements  of  the  Court  during  their  autumn 
season  ii  no.v  a  certainty,  and  both  the  King  and 
Queen  are  careful  in  any  alterations  that  may  be 
made  thit  eveivthing  of '"  the  Queen's"  remain  as 
it,  is.  "  Special  Scotch. 
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GEEAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Thursday, 
Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  tickets  to 
the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts- (Alde- 
burgh,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Cromer,  Dover- 
court,  Felixstowe,  Harwich,  Hunstanton,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Southwold,  Walton-on- 
Naze,  Yarmouth)  which  are  issued  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  other  London  and  suburban  stations, 
there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on  Thursday, 
April  4,  from  London  (Liverpool-street  and  suburban 
stations)  to  most  of  the  above  stations,  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  and 
other  of  the  principal  stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties, 
and  by  the  Cathedral  route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln,' 
Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukcries),  Chesterfield,  Don- 
caster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scarborough,  Dar- 
lington, Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc. 

Tickets  (ordinary  excursions,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in 
advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the  Great 
Eastern  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  company's  various  City,  West-end' 
and  other  booking  offices.  . 

On  Thursday,  April  4,  in  addition  to  relieving  trains, 
special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at 
8.30  a.m.,  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft;  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Ipswich,  Nor- 
wich, and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5  p.m.  to  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on-Naze  ;  and  at  7.12  p.m.' 
to  Felixstowe;  the  express  supper-car  train,  at  12.3 
midnight,  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Glacton,  will 
run  instead  of  on  Saturday,  April  6. 

On  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modifications  and 
additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same  as  on  Sundays. 
Special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at 
5.8  a.m.  to  Ipswich  and  at  8.55  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  both  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations ;  special  trains  will  also  be  run 
on  several  of  the  branches  in  connection  with  trains 
to  and  from  London. 

On  Saturday,  April  6,  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
12.20  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25  for 
Clacton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Colchester,  calling  at  the  in-iucipal  infermediate 
stations. 

Excursion  tickets  arc  issued  daily  from  Liverpool- 


street  and  other  London  and  suburban  stations  to 
Epping  Forest  (Chingford,  Loughton,  etc.).  There 
will  be  special  day  excursions  on  Good  Friday,  Easter 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  to  Southend-on-Sea, 
Burnham-on-Crouoh,  etc. ;  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
IMonday  to  Broxbourno  and  Rye  House ;  and  on 
Easter  Monday  to  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and 
Harwich ;  also  on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely,  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  only, 
for  one,  thrtee,  or  six  days,  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer. 

Several  of  the  usual  up  morning  expresses  (including 
the  7  a.m.  restaurant  car  express)  will  not  run  on 
Easter  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday, 
April  9,  on  which  day  restaurant  cars  will  also  run  on 
the  7.40  a.m.  ex  Clacton. 

Restaurant  cars  are  now  run  every  week-day  on  the 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for 
Norwich  and  Cromer,  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on 
the  up  trains  leaving  Crpmer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  at 
8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.  ;  also  on  Satur- 
days on  the  1.30  p.m.  express  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Norwich  and  Cromer. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOIiENT  SOCIETY,  j 

[13th  Lea  Competition.] 
On  March  31   112  competitors  assembled  at  St. 


,   ,    — ^   .uiu^.:.    »,t^tc!  aj;^miiin 

being  able  to  weigh  in  as  follows  : 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM 
RAILWAY. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 
The  South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  will  issue 
cheap  tickets  from  London  to  Tunbridge" Wells,  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
and  other  places  on  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday,  April  4,  5,  6  and  7,  available  for  the  return 
journey  on  Tuesday,  April  9.  Cheap  day  excursions 
will  be  run  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from 
CharingCross, Waterloo,  Cannon-street,  London-bridge, 
and  New-cross  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings;  and 
various  seaside  resorts,  and  cheap  day  tickets  will  be 
issued  to  Aldershot  on  Bank  Holiday  from  Charing- 
cross.  Cannon-street,  and  London-bridge  stations. 
Cheap  day  excursions  will  also  be  run  on  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Monday  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  and  St. 
Paul's  to  various  seaside  and  other  resorts.  On  Bank 
Holiday  a  cheap  day  excursion  will  bo  run  to  Calais, 
leaving  Chariug-cross  and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m. 
Cheap  six-day  tickets  will  bo  issued  to  Calais  on 
April  4  and  5. 


Slajmaker,  Unattached  

Dutton,  Groat  Northern   

Stinton,  Good  Intent  

Stephens,  Cambridge  Heath  Bros! 
.  Ching.  Hearts  of  Oak 

Wells,  Enterprise   

Armstrong,  Berraondscy  Brothers" 

.  Yeoll,  Alliion  Brothers  

Newton,  West  Ham  Brothers 

.  Heameah,  Enterprise   

Harding,  Amicable  Brothers 

iltshire,  Hoxton  Brothers   " 

Kaull,  Sport.sman   

Pethurst  West  Ham  Brothers  .  .  . 
Hubbard,  Cambridge  Heath  Bros. 
Bouffier,  Phoenix   


1.  T. 

2.  B. 

3.  S. 
'4.  L. 

5.  W 

6.  T 

7.  G. 

8.  W, 

9.  J. 

10.  W, 

11.  F. 

12.  Wi 

13.  C. 

14.  R. 

15.  R. 
IG.  H. 

Messrs.  C.  Watling,  C.  A.  Medcalf,  F.  Newton. 
Shead,  Gibbons,  and  Levine  again  assisted.  I  shall 
be  pleased  if  donors  of  prizes  will  forward  same  to  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf,  Holywell-row,  E.C.,  as  soon  as  possible 
P.O.'s  to  S.  Malby,  9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington. 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  April  22  at  the 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  E.C.,  at  8.30. 
Will  secretaries  who  have  received  tickets  please 
make  speedy  returns  and  oblige?— S.  Malby,  hon. 
secretary. 
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Crayfish,  to  Cook. — There  are  several  kinds  of 
crayfish  ;  those  which  are  of  a  reddish  tinge  under  the 
claws  are  considered  best.  Take  twenty-five  crayfish, 
wash  them  well,  and  put  them  in  a  three-quart  stew- 
pan,  with  one  sliced  onion,  a  handful  of  parsley,  say 
one  ounce,  two  pinches  of  salt,  four  small  pinches  of 
pepper,  and  one  gill  of  French  red  wine.  Cover  the 
stowpan,  put  it  on  a  very  brisk  fire ;  boil  for  ten 
minutes,  tossing  the  crayfish  throe  times  ;  when  done, 
they  should  bo  of  a  bright  red  colour.  Take  out  the 
onion  and  parsley,  draiu  the  crayfish,  and  dish  them  * 
on  a  napkin  in  the  shape  of  a  pyramid;  garnish  with  - 
frosh  parsley. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


(Late  19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE.) 


INVENTORS  OF  THE 


TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 

COMBINATION  BOOTS. 


INVENTORS  OF  THE 


"FEATHERWEIGHT"  FISHING  STOCKING. 

The  '•  Field,"  .Tune  30th,  1900,  says:— "This  new  pattern  marks  a 
desirable  reform. 


3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


(Near  Charing  Cross.) 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace, 
Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORD, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 

N.B. -SPECIAL    LINES    IN    GRAYLING,  RAINBOWS, 

AND  CARP. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them.  . 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6ci.  I 


LONDON:     SAMPSON   LOW,    MARSTON   &   COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITVILLE   GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANQLER5,  FLY  DRES5ERS,  &  ROD  MAKER5. 


THE    "  MULTUM-IN-PARV-O 


TROUT    RODS,  21s. 


TESTIMONIALS    RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


T  ,  ..^        ,     "Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  October  10th  1900 

''  Gentlemen,-!  now  enclose  remittance  for  the  flies.  I  also  had  some  of  those  you  made 
i^lh^.'s  ^Ti;  /  t .'f  ^^"Z ^  "■^''eht  two  beauties,  5  lb  8  o"  and 
fi  lb.  12  oz.,  the  largest  taken  in  our  water  for  nine  years.    I  caught  them  with  the  gray-le..ged 

"  W.J.  B.' 


ones.    They  would  look  at  nothing  else. 


,,r>      £!•       w  "  London,  W.,  March  26th,  1901. 

Dear  -^irs,-Hlies  to  hand.  I  like  them  very  much.  Your  flies  always  please  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  ain  very  hard  to  please  in  the  matter  of  trout  flies.  I  will  say  this  about  your 
mes  :  tliey  are  tied  to  nature  and,  what  is  more,  the  trout  like  them  ;  you  put  the  correct 
teathers  and  furs  in  your  flies  and  your  tiers  are  artists.  "TR" 
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Corresponbence* 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

THE  EIVER  ALN,  NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Dear  Sib, — The  River  Aln  rises  at  the  base  of  the 
Cheviots  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aluham,  and  runs  a 
course  of  about  twenty  miles  until  it  enters  the  sea  at 
Alnmouth.  It  is  somewhat  curious  to  note  that  the 
village  of  Alnham,  where  the  river  rises,  is  pronounced 
by  the  working  people  Yeldham,  and  the  village  of 
Alnmouth  at  its  mouth  is  pronounced  Yelmopth. 
Whether  at  some  remote  period  the  name  of  this 
river  has  been  Yel  (possibly  a  Saxon  word)  I  know 
not,  but  it  would  seem  to  present  an  interesting  case 
for  those  who  are  fond  of  unravelling  things  of  this 
sort.  The  river  contains  a  large  quantity  of  brown 
trout,  eels,  and  minnows.    At  times  a  few  shoals  of 


commands  the  river  on  both  banks  for  something  over 
four  miles.  Here  it  attains,  by  the  erection  of  dams, 
to  a  considerable  size,  requiring  in  many  parts  very 
long  casts  to  reach  the  far  bank.  This  portion  of  the 
river  is  also  splendidly  stocked,  the  writer  on  one 
occasion  having  killed  301b.  weight  of  trout,  the 
number  of  which  was  something  over  one  hundred  in 
one  day's  fishing. 

Following  next  in  order,  the  river  now  enters 
Alnwick  Park,  a  portion  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land's estate.  Throughout  its  whole  course  through 
this  beautiful  park,  the  diversity  of  scenery  offered  in 
its  course  is  very  fine,  and  affords  many  varieties  of 
the  most  charming  character.  This  portion  of  the 
river  is  also  very  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  duke 
is  fairly  liberal  in  giving  occasional  grants  for  a  day's 
fishing.  From  Denwick  Bridge,  which  is  practically 
the  termination  of  the  private  grounds  of  his  grace, 
the  river  runs  a  course  of  some  :five  miles  to  the  sea. 
Until  within  five  years  ago  this  portion  was  open  to 


Photo  byl  y""- 
Flint  Mill  Pool,  on  the  Aln,  near  Alnwick. 


PMo  bij\ 


\^Jno.  J.  Hardy, 

Rumbling  Streams  on  the  Aln,  near  Aluwick. 


perch  have  been  located,  but  they  always  seem  more 
or  less  to  again  disappear.  There  are  a  few  gudgeon, 
and  I  have  seen  an  occasional  pike,  but  generally 
speaking  the  river  is  clear  of  these  pests.  Very  large 
quantities  of  sea  trout  ascend  the  stream,  many  of 
which  attain  a  very  great  size.  I  have  seen  them 
killed  over  201b.  They  do  not,  however,  get  any 
higher  up  the  river  than  the  weir  at  Canongate  Bridge, 
which  is  the  bridge  over  the  main  road  into  Alnwick 
from  the  north. 

At  Alnham  the  river  is  little  more  than  a  burn,  but 
joined  by  one  or  two  other  little  burns  it  enters  the 
grounds  of  the  Earl  of  Ravensworth  at  Eslington  Park 
as  a  nice  little  stream.  The  quantity  of  trout  con- 
tained in  this  stretch  is  something  enormous,  and  to 
the  favoured  few  to  whom  his  lordship  gives  leave, 
such  baskets  have  been  made  as  would  seem  almost 
incredible.  Passing  on  we  come  to  another  small 
stretch  belonging  to  W.  H.  Pawson,  Esq.,  of  Shawdon, 
and  then  on  to  Broompark.    The  Broompark  Estate 


any  person  to  fish  how  and  pi-actically  when  he  liked 
The  result  of  this  was  that  a  large  number  of  miners 
from  the  colliery  districts  fished  to  such  a  purpose 
that  they  almost  denuded  the  river  of  fish,  so  much  so 
that  it  was  hardly  worth  while  any  one  fishing.  This 
got  to  be  so  bad  that  a  few  gentlemen  in  the  town  of 
Alnwick  and  neighbourhood  who  had  known  this 
portion  of  the  river  in  its  better  days,  approached  his 
grace,  who  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the  movement, 
and  leased  the  river  from  him.  It  is  only  fair  to  say 
that  the  rent  is  returned  again  to  the  committee  as  a 
subscription  from  his  grace. 

Between  two  and  three  years  ago  an  experiment  was 
tried  by  turning  in  one  thousand  yearling  rainbow 
trout.  These  were  caught  the  next  season  running  as 
far  as  nine  and  ten  inches  in  length,  but  since  that 
time  they  seem  to  have  entirely  disappeared.  It  is 
said  that  last  season  the  sea  trout  fishermen  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  got  a  good  many  fish  which  they 
sent  to  Berwick  Market  as  sea  trout,  about  31b.  each 


and  that  the  fishmongers  at  Berwick  to  whom  they 
sold  the  fish  reported  that  they  were  not  sea  trout,  and 
that  they  must  not  send  any  more.  It  seems  a  great 
pity  that  this  information  was  not  had  earlier,  so  that 
someone  on  the  spot  could  have  obtained  one  of  these 
fish.  However,  it  is  possible  that  something  may  turn 
up  this  season,  for  it  seems  probable  that  these  rainbow 
trout  will  hang  about  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This 
year  the  committee  have  turned  in  two  thoasand  five 
hundred  yearlings— a  fine  lot  of  healthy  fish  of 
"  Test "  stock,  which  it  is  hoped  will  do  good. 
RivEB  Aln  Anglino  Association. 
Extracts  from  the  Rules. 

The  only  bait  allowed  to  be  used  shall  be  artificial 
fly,  natural  and  artificial  minnow.  Minnow  fishing  to 
be  allowed  only  from  June  1  to  Augu.st  31  inclusive. 
From  August  1  to  November  1  fishing  with  prawn, 
minnow,  and  worm  is  allowed  from  Lesbury  Cement 
Dam  to  the  Duchess'  Bridge  at  Alnmouth. 

Fishing  to  be  allowed  only  between  6  a.m.  and  the 
end  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset. 

All  fish  taken,  measuring  less  than  eight  inches  from 
the  nose  to  the  tail  shall  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  water. 

The  limit  of  the  water  to  include  all  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland's  property  and  rights  below  Denwick 
Bridge  to  Alnmouth  Bridge,  except  that  portion  on 
the  south  side  adjoining  Denwick  Bridge  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Mrs.  Sutherland,  and  that  portion  at 
Lesbury  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Gibson.  The 
Denwick  Burn  and  Cawledge  Burn  are  both  preserved 
and  not  included  in  the  leave. 

All  ticket-holders  are  particularly  requested  to  close 
all  gates  through  which  they  pass,  and  to  avoid 
damaging  fences  or  distm-bing  game.    No  dogs  allowed. 

That  all  persons  residing  within  the  following 
radius  be  considered  local  persons— namely,  Alnmouth 
by  the  coast  to  Warkworth  Bridge,  thence  to  Wark- 
worth  Station,  Hartlaw,  Whittle,  Hitchcroft,  Rugley 
Road,  Haddon's  Close,  Red  Road,  Lemmiugton  Bank, 
Cloudy  Crag,  Park  Wall  to  Shipley,  South  Charlton, 
Charlton  Myres,  Stamford,  Howick  to  the  sea,  and  by 
the  coast  to  Alnmouth. 

That  local  persons  be  charged  5s.  a  year  for  trout, 
bull  trout,  salmon,  etc.,  and  2s.  6d.  a  year  for  trout. 
That  lads  under  the  age  of  fifteen,  where  more  than 
one  in  the  same  family  requires  a  season  ticket,  be 
charged  Is.  each.  That  persons  residing  outside 
radius  be  charged  2s.  6d.  a  day.  That  visitors  staying 
within  the  radius  be  charged  2s.  6d.  a  day  or  10s.  a 
week.  That  annual  subscribers  of  £1  Is.  residing 
within  the  radius  may  obtain  from  the  secretary 
tickets  free  of  charge  for  temporary  guests  staying  in 
their  houses  and  who  do  not  reside  within  the  radius, 
but  limited  to  one  guest  per  day. 

That  the  committee  granting  the  tickets  have  power 
to  refuse  any  applicants. 

That  tickets  may  be  obtained  by  local  persons  on 
giving  three  days'  notice  to  the  secretary.  Payment 
to  be  made  on  receipt  of  ticket.  A  postal  order  must 
accompany  all  applications  by  visitors  or  local  persons 
sent  through  the  post. 

A  word  in  conclusion.  Y'ou  will  see  that  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  may  be  fished  by  visitors  on  a  small 
payment.  Very  comfortable  quarters  may  be  had  at 
the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Alnwick,  or  at  the  Schooner 
Hotel,  Alnmouth  ;  and  it  might  also  be  farther  noted 
that  although  fish  may  not  be  got  in  such  large 
quantities  as  the  angler  may  desire,  at  any  rate  he  is 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  ample  supplies  of  rods  and 
tackle,  as  Messrs.  Hardy's  manufactory  and  central 
depot  is  (as,  of  course,  is  well  known)  situated  in  the 
historical  old  town  of  Alnwick. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  J.  Hardy. 
P.S. — I  forgot  to  mention  that  at  Alnmouth  there  is 
a  most  excellent  golf  course  and  club  house,  and  that 
during  the  summer  months  the  sea  fishing  from  boats 
is  very  fair.  The  fish  taken  consist  mainly  of  sand- 
dabs,  whiting,  gurnard,  a  few  mackerel,  and  codling. 
Of  coiu-se  you  know  that  I  live  there,  arfd  will  be 
pleased  to  give  any  assistance  or  advice  I  can  to  any 
fishermen  intending  to  make  a  visit. 

[The  views  on  the  Aln  which  we  give  are  from  snap- 
shots by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  for  which,  with  the  account 
of  the  river,  we  have  to  thank  him. — Ed.] 


\LLCOCK'S   "PATENT  MODEL  PERFECT 
HOOK"  WITH  EYE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  in  your  issue  of  March  23  a 
paragraph  respecting  our  Patent  Model  Perfect  Hook. 
We  have  pleasure  in  informing  your  readers  that  we 
are  now  making  these  hooks  with  metal  636  for  dry 
fly  fishing,  and  that  we  shall  have  some  ready  in  about 
fourteen  days.— Yours  faithfully, 

Redditch.  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 

21b.  ROACH  AND  HOW  TO  WIRE  PIKE  IN  A 
TROUT  STREAM. 
Sib, — In  jour  issue  of  March  2,  "  Notes  for 
Roach  Anglers,"  we  are  shown  what  a  rare  fish  is  a 
21b.  roach.  It  may  interest  yourself  and  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  know  that  in  netting  six  miles 
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of  river,  and  getting  thousands  of  roach,  there  was 
only  one  two-pounder,  the  next  biggest  lib.  6oz. 

A  good  thing  at  this  time  of  year  is  to  remind  those 
who  have  trout  fishing,  and  do  not  like  the  expense 
of  netting,  that  pike  can  be  wired  more  easily  now 
than  at  any  other  time,  and  fly  fishers  would  find  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  in  wiring  pike.  While  waiting 
for  the  opening  of  the'season,  gentlemen  might  pay  a 
visit  to  their  waters  with  an  18ft.  bamboo — one  on 
each  bank.  The  water  being  fairly  clear  at  this  time 
of  year,  and,  as  a  rule,  weeds  not  very  thick,  pike  could 
be  easily  seen.  Then,  if  the  pike  lies  near  to  one  bank 
of  the  stream,  the  rod  on  the  opposite  bank  should  go 
on  first  and  stand  directly  opposite  the  pike  ;  the  rod 
nearest  should  then  walk  slowly  up  and  lower  his  wire 
into  the  water  two  yards  in  front  of  the  pike,  standing 
upright  and  keeping  his  eye  on  the  pike  ;  bring  the 
wire  along  the  same  rate  as  the  stream  is  flowing,  the 
noose  being  made  double  the  size  of  the  pike ;  get  it 
well  over  the  head,  and  snatch  towards  you.  If  you 
strike  upwards,  you  have  lost  your  pike.  Anyone 
with  private  water,  if  a  keeper  is  kept,  must  know  that 
although  the  destruction  of  pike  should  be  the  keeper's 
first  duty,  yet  other  work  must  be  done,  and  I  am 
sure  if  gentlemen  tried  this  sport  they  would  get  a 
good  deal  of  pleasure  from  it.  If  a  pike  is  frightened 
and  darts  awa}' — after  it,  and  get  in  front  of  him ;  turn 
him  back.  This  sometimes  must  be  done  several 
times ;  or  if  he  goes  into  the  weeds  or  under  the  bank 
let  the  nearest  rod  stir  him  out,  the  other  rod  watching, 
to  see  where  he  goes.  A  good  plan,  if  only  one  rod  is 
there,  is  to  get  a  boy  on  the  opposite  bank  waving  a 
handkerchief,  which  takes  the  pike's  attention  while 
you  get  the  wire  round  the  pike's  neck. — The  Riveb 
Keeper. 


A  NOTE  PROM  THE  KYLE  OP  SUTHERLAND. 

Deah  Sib, — Perhaps  you  may  like  some  or  all  of  the 
following  information  for  the  Fishing  (iazettc.  At 
present  no  nets  are  being  worked  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Dornoch  Firth,  and  on  the  south  side  there  are 
only  a  few  bag  nets  about  Tarbetness. 

At  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  only  one  net  is  being 
worked  four  days  weekly,  and  in  1900  all  nets  were 
removed  on  July  28.  During  the  whole  of  the  present 
season,  by  agreement  with  some  of  the  anglers,  no  nets 
are  to  be  worked  above  Burnt  Bridge  on  Mondays,  and 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  lessee  (who  controls  all  the 
nets  except  those  at  Tarbetness)  not  to  work  at  any 
time  during  the  season  more  than  six  out  of  the 
twelve  stations  which  he  holds  on  any  one  day.  All 
the  bag  nets  along  the  East  Coast  were  also  removed 
last  year.  The  consequence  of  this  is  that  the  Kyle 
rivers,  notwithstanding  snow-water  are  giving  good 
sport. 

Dr.  Almaid  arrived  at  Inveran  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, and  up  to  Monday  evening  had  eight  salmon : 
241b,,  181b.,  121b.,  9ilb.,  91b.,  and  81b.  Mr.  Hertley  has 
had  very  good  sport  on  the  Oykell,  and  the  Carrou, 
which  is  usually  not  worth  much  till  April,  has  already 
given  several  fish  to  the  rod,  three  on  one  day  being 
reported  from  the  Invercharrau  water. 

There  are,  however,  other  causes  in  operation  tending 
in  the  same  direction. 

Mr.  Duncan,  the  ofi&cer  of  the  Kyle  Fishery  Board, 
is  turning  out  about  120,000  fry  this  year.  He  turned 
out  about  40,000  last  year,  and  2,000  yearlings  from 
the  Inshes  hatchery,  Inverness,  are  at  present  being 
put  into  the  Oykell. 

Two  years  ago  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  sent  2,000^ 
yearlings  from  the  Brora  hatchery  to  the  Shin. 

Eels  are  also  heing  trapped,  and  the  spawning  beds 
of  some  of  the  rivers,  especially  of  the  Cassley,  have 
been  increased  within  the  last  few  years  by  the  removal 
of  obstacles. — Yom-s  truly.  An  Akglee. 

Inveran  Hotel. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  TAW 
AND  TORRIDGE. 

SiH, — The  gentleman  who  wrote  recently  evidently 
was  not  aware  of  the  true  facts.  These  rivers  are  late 
and  fish  do  not  run  up  until  the  fall.  For  years  in 
tbe  simimer  the  rivers  have  been  extraordinarily  low, 
consequently  the  salmon  they  come  and  go  out  with 
the  tides.  The  sewage  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
few  that  can  go  up  ;  it  is  bad,  but  no  worse  than  other 
rivers,  and  the  river  being  so  low  how  can  it  go  away 
without  the  tides  to  carry  it  ? 

The  men  wh^  gave  evidence  have  this  grievance  : 
iSome  years  ago  the  poaching  in  the  winter  was  so 
great  that  a'gentleman  was  sent  from  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  and  the  worst  of  the  poachers  vyas  the  very 
man  who  gave  evidence.  The  number  of  convictions 
against  him  are  many,  and  the  numbers  of  fish  taken 
out  of  season  when  the  waters  were  up  amounted  to 
tons.  Salmon  were  caught  and  sent  away  clandestinely 
by  vessels  which  laid  for  ballast  before  being  ready. 
Salmon  at  3d.  per  pound  were  sold.  When  the  season 
was  lopen  forty  drift  nets  were  seen  every  tide  and 
scraping  the  rivers,  and  salmon  peal  no  heavier  than 
half  a  pound  were  taken  and  the  mesh  scarcely  one 
inch.  Even  the  kelts  in  April  and  May  did  not  go 
avi'ay  unnoticed  by  this  man.    In  the  summer  sets 


were  put  for  flukes,  and  tons  were  often  brought  to 
market  which  they  took,  and  any  one  who  knew  the 
spot  could  go  and  see  hundredweights  of  fish,  from 
21b.  to  41b.,  laying  dead  which  were  not  fit  for  market, 
thrown  away. 

The  scarcity  of  water  during  the  past  seasons  was 
so  bad  that  the  rod  men  would  not  take  out  a  licence 
for  only  a  week  or  ten  days,  so  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators were  compelled  to  discharge,  from  want  of 
funds,  the  watcher. 

No  one  living  on  these  river  banks  would  notice  the 
remarks  of  these  men,  as  common  sense  tells  us  that 
fish  cannot  run  up  on  dry  land.  The  idea  of  coarse 
fishing  driving  salmon  away  is  a  delusion,  for  when 
the  rain  came  last  fall  thousands  of  salmon  were  seen 
running  up,  and  then  these  men  could  not  put  their 
nets  in,  and  this  is  the  grievance. 

If  salmon  are  so  scarce,  why  do  these  men  bring  up 
the  children  to  the  calling?  Why,  sir,  even  when 
the  rivers  were  so  low  and  no  fish  about,  if  they  were 
given  an  offer  of  work  they  would  refuse  if  7s.  6d.  per 
day  was  not  given  them.  I  know  of  a  boat's  crew,  who 
had  toiled  all  day  and  taken  no  fish,  refuse  to  help 
carry  the  hay  when  they  could  have  been  paid. 

No,  sir,  the  laziest  set  of  men  are  these  men,  who 
scarcely  ever  in  good  times  carry  their  money  further 
than  the  nearest  pub.,  and  their  wives  and  children  at 
home  wanting  money.  And  it  is  this,  and  borrowing 
money  and  giving  a  security  of  the  fish  they  may 
catch,  which  helps  the  cry. 

Should  there  be  a  wet  season  and  fish  be  on  the 
run,  not  a  word  will  be  heard. 

I  have  no  doubt  now  that  the  cry  of  salmon  refusing 
to  come  into  the  rivers  for  fear  of  coarse  fish  (which  I 
have  seen  this  winter  not  averaging  ^Ib.)  and  the 
sewage  will  be  understood  better. — Yours  truly, 

Barnstaple.  "  J.  Rowe." 


SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  letter 
in  your  last  issue  from  Mr.  Chaplais  of  the  Blenheim 
Angling  Association.  I  can  scarcely  realise  that  Mr. 
Chaplais  has  "  been  requested  by  several  hundred 
anglers  "  to  write  to  you,  because  I  have  mentioned 
the  subject  to  several  anglers,  nearly  all  working-men, 
and  not  one  of  them  has  raised  his  voice  against 
putting  salmon  into  the  Thames. 

I  think  it  a  splendid  idea,  and  we  as  anglers  ought  to 
be  thankful  that  Mr.  Grenfell  and  Mr.  Gilby  are 
doing  all  they  possibly  can  to  increase  the  number  of 
fish  in  the  Thames,  and  so  give  us  anglers  more  sport. 

I  would  like  to  suggest,  by  way  of  experiment,  that 
ten  thousand  fish  be  put  into  the  river  at  ten  different 
parts  at  once,  as  I  am  informed  that  they  are  now  in 
fine  condition,  and  as  this  is  close  time  for  coarse 
fishing,  it  would  naturally  give  the  yOung  fry  a  better 
chance  of  thriving  ;  and  some  special  attention  should 
be  paid  to  the  progress  or  otherwise  made  by  the  fish 
during  the  first  season.  I  feel  sure  that  many  anglers 
who  seriously  interest  themselves  in  the  matter  would 
or  should  report  to  you  their  observations  every  month. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  J.  Baker, 

High  Wycombe  Thames  Angling  Association. 

FOR  "  SCOTCH  REEL." 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Scotch  Reel,"  I  may  say  that  if  he  desires  a  Scotch- 
made  reel,  with  an  adjustable  drag  and  no  noisy  clieck, 
he  can  get  one  by  applying  to  the  party  from  whom 
my  friends  receive  them — that  is,  J.  Easson,  The 
Armoury,  Dundee.  This  gentleman  also  informs  me 
that  he  can  supply  a  combination  aluminium  reel  with 
adjustable  dragito  affect  the  running  out  only. — Yours 
truly,       '  J.  E.  Taylor, 

Editor,  Wasp,  Dundee. 


Sir, — I  see  that  "  Scotch  Reel "  asks  about  an 
adjustable  silent  check  for  Nottingham  reel.  I 
always  use  a  large  "  Sun  "  Nottingham  for  salmon 
fishing  with  fly,  as  I  like  the  large  drum  for  reeling  in 
fast.  I  am  having  guide  brakes  put  on  mine  made  by 
Mr.  Rudd,  of  Norwich,  which  were  mentioned  in  your 
paper,  as  I  am  certain  they  will  answer  first  rate,  as 
by  pressing  the  guard  on  to  the  reel  you  can  regulate 
the  check  to  any  extent.  As  soon  as  I  have  given 
mine  a  good  trial  playing  salmon  I  will  let  you  know 
how  it  acts.  The  "  bucket  "  to  save  my  right  hand  I 
wrote  to  you  about  last  winter  acts  first  rate,  and  is  a 
great  help  when  playing  a  fish. — Yours  truly, 

Co.  Donegal.  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes. 


DACE  ATTACKED  BY  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  om-  tank  with  the  min- 
nows we  have  a  few  small  dace.  I  send  yoir  one  that 
you  may  see  how  the  minnows  prey  upou  them.  We 
have  had  to  kill  quite  a  number  through  the  same 
cause  ;  many  of  them  have  their  fins  eaten  and  some 
their  tails.  How  do  you  account  for  this  ? — Yours 
truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds. 

[It  is  not  uncommon  for  minnows  to  peck  at  other 
fish  in  an  aquarium ;  it  probably  arises  from  hunger, 
and  if  food  does  not  stop  the  little  cannibals,  the  only 


thing  is  to  keep  the  dace  in  a  separate  tank.  Stickle- 
backs are  very  bad  for  attacking  fish  in  this  way,  hut 
we  never  saw  a  dace  so  punished  as  the  one  Mr.  Miller 
sends. — Ed.] 


WHAT  ARE  TRUFF? 

Sir, — A  few  days  ago  I  saw  a  Dart  net  take  of  eight 
beautiful  fish,  which  are  locally  termed  truff.  They 
weighed  221b.,  the  largest  being  3flb.  No  one  here 
appears  to  doubt  that  these  fish  are  a  distinct  species 
of  the  Sahnaniche.  They  run  with  the  spring  salmon, 
and  there  is  also  an  autumnal  run.  A  close  inspection 
of  them  confirmed  my  opinion  that  they  are  simply 
grilse  or  adolescent  salai-  making  their  first  trip  to 
fresh  water.  They  had  none  of  the  bull-trout  char- 
acteristics, being  small-headed,  plump,  silvery  fish 
with  a  few  cruciform  black  spots,  the  caudals  inclining 
to  black  as  also  the  terminal  portion  of  the  pectorals. 
The  back  was  of  a  deep  greenish-blue.  The  flesh  is  a 
lighter  pink  than  in  the  adult  salmon,  and  not  coarse 
and  yellowish  as  in  the  bull-trout,  a  species  the  late 
Frank  Buckland  positively  differentiated  from  the  sea- 
trout.  The  latter  do  not  run  here  till  the  end  of  June  ; 
they  average  about  Jib.,  and  their  pectorals  show  the 
delicate  orange  hue  peculiar  to  them.  The  opinions  of 
Giinther,  Day,  and  others  are  so  confusing  that  I  refrain 
from  quoting  them,  but  according  to  Wilson  our 
islands  are  visited  by  only  three  anadromous  Salmonid<e, 
namely,  salmon  proper,  bull-trout  and  sea-trout,  which, 
inispite  of  the  multitudinous  local  designations  applied 
to  them,  would  seem  to  clearly  arrange  themselves  in 
this  order.  Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  con- 
vincing basis  of  argument  as  to  the  hybridism  of  these 
fish  in  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — Yours 
faithfully,  Black  Hackle. 

Totnes. 

[We  sent  "Black  Hackle's"  note  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  British  Museum,  and  he 
kindly  replies  to  this  effect,  "I  think  your  corre- 
spondent is  quite  right  about  the  truff." — Ed.] 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  YORKSHIRE  ESK. 

Sir, — Having  read  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Baker  rc  the  fishing  in  the  Yorkshire 
Esk,  as  a  member  of  the  Pjsk  Fishery  Association  I 
can  corrobate  Mr.  Baker,  who  is  a  very  persistent 
angler,  as  to  the  misleading  reportsof  the  fishing  as  given 
by  Mr.  Jackson.  Unless  for  the  object  of  attracting 
visitors,  I  do  not  know  what  can  be  the  reason.  I 
believe  Mr.  Jackson  is  not  a  constant  fisherman  on  the 
Esk  himself,  otherwise  he  would  see  the  justice  of 
Mr.  Baker's  remarks. 

Anglers  who  fished  the  Esk  last  season  cannot 
corroborate  the  last  report  of  the  season's  fishing  as 
given  in  November  last  by  Mr.  Jackson.  Every  year 
there  are  inaccuracies.  Only  a  few  years  ago  most  of 
the  fish  recorded  wen'  snatched  in  the  tidal  way,  a  fact 
well  known  to  many  of  the  residents.  Intending 
visitors,  before  spending  their  money,  would  do  well 
to  take  the  fishing  reports  with  a  grain  of  salt,  and 
should  ask  practical  anglers  their" experience  of  the 
river.— Yours  faithfully,         H.  Watson  (Colonel). 


ANGLING  ON  THE  STOUR. 
Sir, — May  I  ask  if  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  will  kindly  give  me  information  on  the  follow- 
ing subject  ?  I  am  anxious  to  spend  two  months 
(August  and  September)  of  this  year  at  East  Berghol, 
on  the  Stour,  and  am  anxious  to  know  whether  there 
is  fishing  there  to  be  had,  and  if  so  whether  it  is  free, 
or  if  not  free  how  one  obtains  permission. — Yours 
truly,  P.  G.  B. 


PRIVATE  WATERS  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  give  us  any  information  with  regard  to  leasing 
private  waters  for  coarse  fishing  within  forty  miles  of 
Ilford,  Great  Eastern  Railway  preferred  ? — Yours  truly, 
F.  C.  Welling,  Hon.  Sec, 
Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Ard  Chorlie. — Re  trout  fishing  in  Ireland,  write 
Mr.  T.  J.  Dennehy,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  or  Mr.  G. 
Taylor,  Boyle,  Ireland,  and  P.  Healy,  The  Anglers' 
Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

A.  B.  W. — The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that 
sold  by  the  "  Formalin  Company,"  St.  Mary-at-Hill, 
E.C.  This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per  cent, 
of  formic  aldehyde.  For  preserving  baits,  one  or  two 
tablespoonsful  to  the  pint  of  water  may  be  made  up 
when  required.  Care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
formalin  from  touching  the  hands. 

F.  S.  Goodwin. — "The  Anglers'  Diary"  gives  infor- 
mation about  fishing  places  on  Devon  and  Cornwall 
coasts  ;  we  think  Mr.  William  Hearderof  Union-street, 
Plymouth,  also  publishes  a  local  list.  He  will  give 
j'ou  information  if  you  write  to  him. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  257.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  Ijondon  and  the  Provincei!. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  re(iwested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  M,. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6(Z, 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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THAMES  TEOUTING— WHAT  IT 
IS  AND  WHAT  IT  MIGHT  BE. 


To  the  angler  who  fishes  the  Thames  there  is  a 
fascination  in  the  art  of  trout  fishing  that  is  only 
really  understood  ■when  one  has  fished  for  many 
seasons,  in  all  weathers,  for  the  most  beautiful 
creature  the  river  contains,  for  there  is  no  other 
fish  in  the  Thames  that  can  approach  a  well- 
conditioned  trout  for  symmetry  or  colour. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  fascination  in  the  sport — were 
it  not  so  we  should  not  see  so  many  well-known 
faces  on  the  weirs  year  by  year ;  and  the  lucky  or 
extra-skilful  few  who  have  taken  a  considerable 
number  of  good  fish  need  no  spur  to  induce  them 
to  continue  their  efforts,  the  enjoyment  they  have 
previously  experienced  proving  ample  incentive. 

Thames  trouting,  when  spinning  is  the  method 
employed,  may  almost  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  spinning  for  salmon,  taking  into  consideration 
the  great  size  of  the  fish,  the  strong  water  they 
frequent,  and  comparing  tackle  with  tackle.  A 
fish  of  six  or  seven  poimds  weight,  hooked  in  a  full 
wek,  will  tax  the  ingenuity  and  nerve  of  the  most 
skilful  fisher  ere  the  fish  be  killed ;  and  the  (some- 
times) gentle  pluck  at  the  bait,  followed  by  a 
tremendous,  long-sustained  "  run  "  in  the  heart  of 
a  weir-stream,  produces  a  complete  revelation  of 
what  a  swift-moving  fish  can  do  when  he  has  a 
muad  to.  There  is  nothing  to  equal  it  in  Thames 
fishing. 

Besides  the  pleasure  of  handling  a  beautifuUy- 
balanced  light  rod  and  delicate  tackle,  there  is 
the  necessary  watching  of  the  water  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  man  who  can  spare  time  to 
watch  the  water  himself,  and  find  his  fish, 
takes  double  enjoyment  in  his  captures;  men 
who  can  spare  but  little  time  can  have  fish 
"marked  down"  for  them  by  the  professional  (if 
they  pay  him  well),  but  a  gi-eat  deal  of  the  real 
sporting  character  of  Thames  trouting  is  lost 
thereby,    I  have  found  much  greater  satisfaction 


in  killing  a  "known"  fish,  that  I  have  perhaps 
tried  twenty  times,  than  in  landmg  a  chance  fish 
that  has  just  moved  into  a  weir ;  this  talk  about 
"  knowing  "  a  particular  fish  will  seem  strange  to 
many  trout-fishers,  but  not  to  all.     Each  weir 
and  pool  needs  careful  study  and. watching  to  learn 
the  runs  in  different  heights  of  water  and  directions 
of  wind,  and  much  has  to  be  re-learnt  each  season, 
for  an  obstruction,  left  by  winter  floods,  often  makes 
its4)resence  felt  in  the  very  best  rim,  and  until  such 
obstruction  be  pretty  well  located  the  angler  may 
expect  to  find  his  book  minus  a  taclde  or  two  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time.    Then,  to  fish  "  on  one's 
own,"  a  good  knowledge   of  punting  and  bait- 
catchmg  is  necessary,  and  every  little  detail  of 
knowledge  and  skill  combine  to  afford  pleasure  to 
the  sportsman  ;  it  takes  a  very  long  while  even  to 
understand  what  one  is  doing  or  not  doing,  and  I 
think  every  time  he  goes  out  the  trout-fisher  learns 
a  little  more  or  appreciates  something  a  little  better. 
Nearly  all  this  is  beyond  the  mark  to  the  casual 
fisher  ;  and  the  lucky  man  who  has  simply  dangled 
a  bait  over  a  weir,  caught  his  fish,  and  perhaps 
another,  in  the  space  of  an  |hour  or  two,  may  be 
inclined  to  consider  there  is  little  m  Thames 
trouting  beyond  having  his  bait  in  the  water.  True, 
this  is  the  first  condition  of  success,  but  one  wants 
to  learn  the  water,  and  love  it,  before  the  real 
enjoyment  of  angling,  particulai-ly  for  trout,  be 
knoAvn. 

^  And  the  fish  themselves,  how  lovely  they  are  ! 
Ye  unlucky  mortals  who  have  never  caught  trout 
over  lib.  in  weight  Imow  how  beautiful  that 
poimder  was  when  he  was  laid  on  the  grass  and 
admired  as  the  very  biggest  of  the  brook.  Just 
consider  for  more  than  a  moment  or  two  in  your 
angler's  mmd's  eye  what  that  silvery  fish  would 
look  like  were  he  71b.  (or  81b.,  or  91b.,  or  101b.) 
avondupois,  16oz.  to^the  pound,  and  not  guess  work, 
weight,  and  I  only  hope  the  mere  thought  will 
make  youi-  mouths  water  or  your  flesh  creep.  I 
care  not  which,  so  long  as  you  confess  it  is  worth 
spending  some  time  to  secure  such  a  prize,  and  it 
rnay  be  anyone's  happy  lot  to  meet  with  success  in 
the  first  half -hour,  for  you  never  know  your  luck,  and 
up  comes  a  trout  when  least  expected,  whirr  goes 
the  winch,  then  there  is  an  interval,  terminated 
by  the  curtain,  otherwise  the  landing-net,  probably 
followed  by  a  journey  to  Cooper's  ;  and,  finally,  you 
have  a  trophy  in  your  smoking-den  that  you  can't 
leave  off  looking  at  for  some  time  when  it  first 
comes  home. 

The  novice,  an  experienced  trouter  maybe,  will 
find  himself  in  an  anxious  and  puzzled  state  of 
mind  when  he  first  drops  a  line  from  a  Thames 
weir ;  the  water  is  so  large,  so  turbulent,  and  there 
is  such  an  expanse  of  dazzling,  streaming  foam,  or, 
rather,  white  water,  for  the  foam  collects  chiefly 
where  there  are  great  flats  of  water  adjoining  an 
eddy.    The  first  sensation  is  that   of  giddmess 
owmg  to  the  flash  of  the  water  beneath  one's  feet, 
and  the  instinct  is  to  keep  a  hold  of  the  wen  rail, 
m  which  unhappy  predicament  it  is  not  possible  to 
fash  properly.    The  roar  of  the  weir-water  seems 
absolutely  distracting,   and  the   idea    of  being 
"  stuck,"  as  they  say  in  Ireland,  in  a  fish  completely 
leaves  the  mind  for  awhile.    The  experienced' 
Thames  weir-fisher  has  none  of  this  nervousness  to 
overcome,  the  glittermg,  noisy  water  does  not  disturb 
him  m  the  slightest ;  his  whole  attention  is  on  his 
bait  and  tackle,  or  he  will  most  carefully  glance 
over  the  whole  wen-  in  search  of  a  feeding  fish, 
utterly  unconscious  of  precarious  foothold  or  flying 
spray ;  and  in  his  look  aroimd  will  note  all  floating 
debns,  the  height  and  colour  of  the  water,  where 
the  bleak  are,  and  half-a-dozen  other  things  and 
circumstances  that  the  beginner  has  no  conception 
of  at  all.     The  man  who  knows  the  weir  will 
understand  at  once  what  his  chances  are  of  sport 
and  he  will  detect  a  feeding  fish  in  a  way  that 
seems  positively  marvellous  to  the  man  whose 
sight  can  but  take  in  the  expanse  of  water  and 
nothing  more.    How  are  the  many  features  of  a 
wen  and  its  fish  to  be  learnt  ?    Simply  by  sheer 
practice  and  attention ;  and  a  generous  trout  fisher 
will  teach  you  more  in  a  half  hour's  practical 
guidance  of  Ime  and  eye  than  you  will  leam  in  a 
month  if  left  to  yomself— that  is,  if  vou  are  not 
too  great  a  fisherman  to  accept  a  word  of  advice, 
for  some  men  know  so  much  that  they  can't  be 
taught  anji;hiQg ;  for  my  own  part  I  am  only  too 
thankful  for  crumbs  of  advice,  however  sparely 
scattered.    Watch  everybody  and  everj-thing,  and 
draw  your  own  conclusions  ;  you  will  soon  see  how 
styles  differ,  and  what  you  might  discard  or  add  to 


m  your  own  tackle  and  methods,  and  don't  be 
afraid  of  asking  questions.  A  sportsman,  which  is 
an  honourable  name  a  man  may  bear,  irrespective 
of  class,  will  help  you  willingly  and  in  the  right 
way.  It  is  best  to  employ  a  professional,  failing 
the  company  of  an  experienced  friend,  when 
begmmng  Thames  trouting ;  an  insight  into  proper 
tackles  and  styles  of  fishing  is  gained  at  once,  and 
practice  does  the  rest.  Here  is  a  "  tip  "—pay  and 
treat  your  professional  well  or  you  will  probably 
have  little  chance  of  being  put  over  a  good  fish. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  success  will  not  come 
for  a  long  while  ;  by  a  long  while  I  don't  mean  an 
hour  pr  two,  or  a  day  or  two,  but  perhaps  a  week 
or  two  ;  yet  it  may  be  your  fortune  to  land  a  seven- 
pound  fish  in  the  first  hour,  or  one  larger  still. 
You  can't  see  half-a-dozen  Thames  trout  in  as  many 
yards  of  water,  though  it  is  strange  that  in  a  place 
you  get  one  you  will  soon  after  find  or  get  another ; 
and  the  puzzle  is,  where  does  that  other  fi.sh  come 
from  ?  That  he,  or  she,  comes  from  somewhere  is 
only  too  evident,  continually ;  and  it  is  the  know- 
ledge of  the  particular  places,  in  web:  or  stream, 
where  fish  are  caught,  that  is  so  essential  to  much 
success ;  a  chance  trout  may  be  picked  up  almost 
anywhere,  or  you  may  drop  across  one  of  the  places 
that  hold  fish  unawares.  Wherever  you  catch  a 
Thames  trout,  note  the  spot  exactly,  height  of 
water  and  everything  els6,  and  try  that  spot  again. 

Trouting,  accompanied  with  a  professional,  is 
about  as  expensive  an  amusement  as  one  can  wish 
for  in  things  angling ;  while  the  man  who  can  punt, 
knows  the  river,  catch  his  bait,  etc.,  will  find,  to 
his  astonishment,  how  really  inexpensive  it  is  when 
the  outfit  is  once  purchased,  and  this  outfit  should 
be  the  very  best  procurable  throughout,  not  in  one 
thing  only.  Three  or  four  good  casts  last  a  long, 
long  while.  I  have  fished  a  season  and  not  lost  a 
single  one  ;  jack  spoil  the  last  link  of  gut  more 
than  anything  else,  and  once  the  weir  obstacles  are 
known  no  breakages  at  all  should  occur.  It  is 
surprising  what  good  tackle  will  do ;  a  few  strands 
of  gut  to  whip  with  hooks  when  the  old  ones  are 
scratched  by  a  trout's  teeth  should  be  kept  handy, 
and  the  outlay  for  gut  should  not  come  to  more 
than  a  few  shillings  per  annum.  Such  is  Thames 
trouting,  as  it  is.  We  only  want  to  get  a  few  more 
fish  to  make  it  one  of  the  finest  classes  of  sport  in 
the  kingdom  ;  and  what  might  it  be  ? 

With  continual  stocking,  stocking,  stocking,  year 
by  year,  a  judicious  alteration  of  the  takeable  size 
of  fish  for  the  benefit  of  the  fly-fisher,  a  complete 
stoppage  to  worm-fishing  and  to  anything  even 
remotely  approaching  trailing,  and  Thames  trouting 
would  soon  be  beyond  words  for  its  excellence. 
Raise  the  standard  size  of  fish  to  eighteen  (or, 
better  still,  to  twenty)  inches  for  spinning  or  live- 
baiting,  and  lower  it  to  twelve  inches  for  bond  fide 
fly-fishing;  a  twenty-inch  fish  is  about  a  fivc- 
poimder,  quite  small  enough  to  retain  when  fishing 
anything  but  fly,  and  every  one  woidd  have  a  fan- 
chance.  If  such  a  blessed  state  of  things  should 
ever  come  to  pass  the  poor,  dear  working-man  need 
not  fear  that  any  of  his  "  rights  "  will  be  taken 
away  from  him,  for  I  know  he  is  a  good  sportsman 
at  heart,  and  that  he  would  soon  be  buying  a  flv- 
rod  for  use  in  April,  May,  and  June,  till  his  beloved 
roach-pole  can  be  got  out  once  more  ;  and  how  he 
would  enjoy  himself  if  he  only  knew  it ! 

Funds,  money,  coin  of  the\-ealm  would  be,  and 
are,  wanted  for  stocking.  There  must  be  a  deal  of 
conscience  money  due  from  some  anglers  for  this 
purpose  ;  but  the  aid  we  want  for  stocking  trout  in 
the  Thames,  above  all  others,  is  aid  from  the 
Government,  State,  or  whatever  you  may  please  to 
caU  the  powers  that  be.  Out  of  the  millions  that 
anglers  pay  in  taxes  a  few  hundreds  might  be 
spared  for  stock  fish  for  many  rivers  and  for  the 
Thames  in  particulai-.  We  have  Boards  of  Trade, 
Agriculture,  and  what  not,  we  should  also  have  a 
Board  of  Piscicultm-e,  with  money  and  power,  and, 
above  all,  practical  fishermen  constituting  its 
members,  who  will  see  that  our  stock  of  fish,  and 
of  trout  especially,  is  kept  up  to  the  mark  in  our 
public  waters. 

When  nothing  or  next  to  nothing  is  put  into  a 
water  it  is  impossible  to  keep  on  taking  out,  and 
find  the  fishing  the  same  year  by  year  ;  apathy  on 
the  part  of  anglers  is  onp  cause  and  selfishness 
another.  At  present  there  is  nothing  so  difficult 
in  the  shape  of  obtaining  subscriptions  as  getting 
together  fimds  for  restocking  or  even  for  presei-\-ation. 

Until  fm-ther  stocking  takes  place  I  fear  there  is 
little  chance  for  the  fly-fisher  in  the  Thames  as 
trout  grow  so  fast  and  take  to  bait -feeding.    If  we 
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want  sport  with  the  fly  we  must  stock  with  fish, 
and  lower  the  size  of  takeable  fish  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fly-fisher,  as  I  have  previously  remarked,  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  best  fly-fishing  for 
trout  in  the  kingdom  "might  be"  in  the  Thames 
were  such  matters  fully  carried  out. 

Chaeles  H.  Wheeley. 


THE  BLACK  BASS  IN  EUKOPE. 


In  England. 
Eeaders  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  remember 
that  early  in  the  eighties  attempts  were  made  to 
introduce  that  splendid  game  fish,  the  black  bass  of 
North  America,  into  this  coimtry.  In  conjimction 
with  the  late  Marquis  of  Exeter,  I  and  others 
subscribed  the  necessary  funds,  and  we  sent  Mr. 
Silk,  who  was  then  pisciculturist  to  the  Marquis, 
to  the  United  States,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting 
some  black  bass,  but  imfortunately  he  got  them 
from  a  lake  where  they  were  preserved,  and  there 
was  a  gi-eat  outcry  in  the  American  angling  press. 
I  did  what  I  could  to  set  matters  right  by  making 


the  American  Fisheries  Society,  through  Mr.  A.  N. 
Cheney,  a  present  of  some  thousands  of  eggs  of  the 
best  English  trout,  which  were  successfully  hatched, 
reared,  and  the  fish  placed  in  American  streams.  As 
far  as  the  stolen  black  bass  were  concerned,  Mr.  Silk 
lost  many  on  the  rough  voyage  from  America,  and 
although  each  subscriber  to  the  fund  received  a 
certain  number  of  Jib.  and  larger  fish,  I  cannot 
hear  of  any  success  having  attended  their  intro- 
duction to  English  waters.  In  talking  the  matter 
over  with  "Dr.  Henshall,  the  author  of  "  The  Book 
of  the  Black  Bass,"  and  the  leading  American 
authority  on  the  fish,  he  told  me  that  he  thought 
we  must  have  got  the  wrong  kind  of  black  bass,  as 
there  are  two  kinds — the  "  small-mouthed  "  and 
the  "  large-mouthed."  It  was  rather  unfortunate, 
also,  that  the  late  Mr.  George  Shepherd  Page,  an 
American  angler,  was  over  here  at  the  time,  and  he 
told  us  that  the  black  bass  would  hold  his  own 
against  our  pike — in  fact,  that  if  the  pike  did  not 
make  himself  scarce  the  bass  would  "  take  a  piece 
out  of  him  every  time."  I  am  afraid  this  misled 
some  of  us,  as  it  certainly  did  me,  and  I  put  my 
score  or  so  of  fish  into  a  sheet  of  water  well  stocked 
with  roach,  bream,  tench,  and  with  a  certain 


number  of  pike — not  very  many,  and  not  very 
large,  as  I  kept  them  down  by  fishing.  But  at  any 
rate,  they  were  too  many  for  the  black  bass — only 
one  or  two  of  them  were  ever  seen  again.  The 
black  bass  is  one  of  the  perch  family,  but  is  said  to 
be  a  much  superior  fish  and  growing  to  a  much 
greater  size. 

The  Marquis  of  Exeter  had  previously  had  a 
supply  of  the  fish  over  from  America,  and  had  put 
them  into  White  Water,  a  lake  in  Burleigh  Park 
which  serves  as  a  reservoir  to  partly  supply  the 
to-^vTi  of  Stamford  with  water.  The  late  Marquis, 
who  was  exceedingly  affable  and  very  keen  about 
all  matters  relating  to  fish  and  fisting,  invited  me 
to  fish  for  his  black  bass,  and  I  did  so,  and  caught 
a  few  with  fly  and  worm,  but  nothing  over  a  pound. 
He  was  very  sanguine  that  the  fish  would  breed  in 
White  Water,  but  as  far  as  I  am  aware  they  never 
did  so.  There  were  many  trout  in  the  lake,  and 
possibly  they  prevented  the  black  bass  doing  well. 

On  the  Continent. 

When  I  met  the  late  Herr  Max.  v.  d.  Borne,  the 
distinguished   German   fish-breeder,   angler,  and 


angling  writer,  it  was  at  the  house  of  our  mutual 
friend,  the  late  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs ;  he  told  me  that 
he  was  a  great  believer  in  the  black  bass,  and  was 
introducing  them  at  his  fish-breeding  establishment 
at  Berneuchen,  Prussia.  I  heard  from  him  after- 
wards that  the  fish  had  succeeded  with  him,  and  he 
offered  to  let  me  have  some  young  black  bass,  but 
I  had  no  suitable  water  for  them  at  the  time. 
From  an  interesting  paper  on  the  black  bass,  read 
by  Count  Walderdorff  to  a  meeting  of  fish-culturists 
on  Nov.  25,  1900,  and  printed  in  the  Allgeineine 
Fischerei-Zeitung  of  Miinich,  I  have  gathered  the 
following  notes,  which  I  hope  will  be  useful  and 
encoiurage  some  fish-breeder  in  England  to  have 
another  try  to  acclimatize  this  grand  fish.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  I  do  not  advocate  its  being 
put  into  trout  streams  any  more  than  I  would 
advocate  putting  perch  into  trout  streams,  but 
there  are  numberless  ponds  and  small  lakes  where 
the  black  bass  could  do  no  harm,  and  might  prove 
to  be  a  great  acquisition. 

Count  Walderdorfl"  tells  us  that  of  the  forty-five 
young  black  bass,  little  more  than  an  inch  in  length, 
which  Herr  Max.  v.  d.  Boi-ne  had  sent  to  him  from 
the  United  States  in  1883,  only  ten  survived  the 


long  journey.  They  spa\\-ned  in  1885,  and  their 
progeny  has  been  distributed  to  all  parts  of  Europe, 
where  the  fish  may  now  be  considered  as  acclima- 
tized. In  every  number  of  the  Fischerei-Zeitung 
for  years  past,  I  have  noticed  advertisements  of 
young  black  bass  for  sale  by  the  Borne  Fisli 
Breeding  Establishment  at  Berneuchen,  Prussia, 
and  by  other  establishments,  so  that  there  will  be 
no  difliculty  in  obtaining  the  fish,  and  according  to 
the  Count  the  variety  they  have  on  the  Continent 
is  the  large-mouthed. 

In  giving  the  fish  a  name  in  Germany  it  was 
unfortunately  called  Der  Forellenharsch  (the  trout- 
perch).  This  misled  people  into  thinking  it  was  a 
kind  of  trout,  and  they  put  it  into  their  trout 
streams,  but  according  to  Count  Walderdorff  the 
black  bass  will  not  thrive  in  trout  streams  as  he 
requires  warmer  waters.  He  also  tells  us  that  the 
mistake  has  also  been  made  of  attempting  to 
establish  black  bass  in  waters  containing  pike,  and 
that  this  cannot  succeed  unless  the  fish  are  put  in 
of  large  size,  and  then  it  is  very  doubtful. 

In  1892  the  Count  received]  fifty  yearling  black 
bass  from  a  local  fisheries  society,  and  placed  them 
in  his  carp  rearing-ponds  at  Hauzenstein.  The 
fish  spawned  1894,  and  since  then  the  Count  has 
been  very  successful  in  breeding  and  rearing  the 
fish,  and  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  it,  both  as 
a  table  fish  and  as  a  game  sport-giving  fish  for  the 
angler ;  he  says  that  where  fish-breeders  have  not 
been  successful  with  it  their  want  of  success  is  due 
to  their  own  mistakes. 

German  fishbreeders  have  laid  stress  on  the 
following  three  prejudicial  features  in  connection 
with  black  bass  culture  : — 

1.  That  he  grows  slowly. 

2.  That  if  he  can  possibly  escape  from  the 
rearing-ponds  he  will  do  so. 

3.  That  he  is  a  delicate  fish  to  handle  and 
transport. 

Count  Walderdorff  gives  his  experience  on  thes'e 
points  at  length ;  he  says  that  he  finds  his  two- 
year-old  black  bass  weigh  from  Jib.  to  a  lib.,  and 
three-year-olds  from  fib.  to  fib.,  and  after  that  his 
growth  is  even  slower ;  he  has  not  had  any  over  21b. 
in  weight ;  but  he  breeds  his  fish  for  the  market 
and  says  he  does  not  want  them  larger  ;  they  breed 
early  and  are  very  prolific.  In  America  the  fish 
attain  a  weight  of  many  pounds,  and  it  is  probably 
only  a  question,  as  with  trout,  of  plenty  of  food 
and  water.  The  Count  says,  as  regards  their 
wandering  proclivities,  that  their  is  not  the  least 
doubt  that  if  they  can  find  any  hole  in  the  gratings 
through  which  they  can  escape  they  will  certainly 
do  so.  He  has  never  found  any  difficulty  or  loss 
from  handling  and  transporting  them,  and  the 
mere  fact  that  both  fry  and  mature  fish  have  been 
successfully  carried  alive  for  thousands  of  miles, 
including  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  shows  that 
there  cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  handling  and 
transporting  them. 

As  I  have  already  said  the  Count  breeds  black 
bass  for  the  market,  and  from  the  fifty  yearlings  he 
obtained  in  1892  his  annual  coop  for  sale  has  risen 
to  as  much  as  five  hundredweight  for  the  year  1900  ; 
he  finds  a  ready  market  for  the  fish,  and  says  he 
personally  considers  it  one  of  the  finest  of  table 
fish. 

In  some  of  the  Continental  carp  farms  frogs  and 
tadpoles  do  great  damage  by  eating  the  food  which 
the  carp  should  get,  and  the  Count  says  he  finds 
his  black  bass  not  only  get  rid  of  these  pests  but 
also  destroy  other  unwelcome  intruders. 

Culture  of  the  Black  Bass. 

As  regards  the  culture  of  the  black  bass,  Count 
Walderdorff  says  that  nothing  could  be  more  easy 
and  simple.  His  experience  is  that  the  fish  will 
spawn  in  any  warm  water  {injeclem  war  men  Wasser) 
as  soon  as  its  temperature  has  risen  to  about  13°  E. 
(about  5.5°  Fahrenheit) — that  is,  usually  by  the 
middle  of  May.  It  makes  a  nest  of  sand,  gravel,  or 
roots  {Wurzelwerh),  which  it  keeps  clear  of  slime 
and  mud  by  continual  fanning  with  its  tail.  The 
fry  soon  hatch  out,  and  swim  about  in  the  open 
water  in  great  swarms ;  every  now  and  then  a  swarm 
shoots  off  altogether  like  a  flock  of  pigeons.  As 
long  as  the  brood  are  small,  one  of  the  parent  fish 
keeps  guard  over  them,  circling  round  the  flock  like 
a  sheep  dog  and  driving  them  together — a  very 
pretty  sight. 

In  concluding  his  paper.  Count  Walderdorff 
says: — "I  let  my  black  bass  spawn  in  a  poorly- 
stocked  carp  pond.  The  yearling  black  bass  are 
placed  in  ponds  with  yearling  carp,  the  two-year- 


The  Small-Mouthed  Black  Bass  [Microptems  Dolomieu). 
(Tlieimark  under  theijaw  shows  the  curved  upper  jaw  bone  extending  back  only  to  about  the  middle  of  the  eye. 
In  the  large-mouthed  bass  it  goes  beyond  and  to  the  right  of  the  eye.) 


The  Laege-Moutued  Black  Bass  (Microptems  Salmoidcs). 
(The  mark  un  Jer  tlie  jaw  is  put  to  show  how  the  curved  bone  of  the  upper  jaw  extends  back  beyond  the  eye,  whereas 
in  the  small-mouth  this  bone  ends  almost  perpendicularly  under  the  centre  of  the  eye.) 


April  13,  1901 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTE 


251 


old  black  bass  in  rearing-ponds,  but  if  the  yearling 
carp  are  up  to  and  over  10  centimetres  (about 
4  inches)  in  length  there  is  no  danger  in  putting 
them  into  the  rearing-ponds  with  two-year-old 
black  bass.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  breeding  and 
rearing  black  bass  offers  no  difficulty  or  expense 
and  is,  in  every  way,  a  simple  matter.  For  this 
reason  I  wmild  again  recommend  all  carp -breeders 
to  give  the  black  bass  a  place  in  the  carp  farm,  and 
am  quite  certain  that  success  will  be  achieved  if  the 
experiment  is  carried  out  as  I  have  described." 

How  TO  DISTINGUISH  THE  "  SmALL  "  FROM  THE 

"  Large  "  Mouthed  Black  Bass.' 

Dr.  Henshall,  in  his  article  on  the  black  bass  in 
American  Game  Fishes,  says  : — "  These  differences 
might  be  epigrammatically  expressed  thus  :  Small 
mouth  and  small  scales ;  large  mouth  and  large 
scales.  The  angler  who  remembers  this  will  never 
be  at  a  loss  to  identify  the  black  bass  species." 

No  doubt  the  Doctor  is  right  if  the  angler  had 
the  two  fish  before  hun  at  the  same  time,  otherwise 
it  might  be  difficult.  I  looked  at  the  pictures,  from 
which  I  have  had  the  accompanying  illustrations 
made  (they  are  from  the  fine  1895  Report  of  the 
Fisheries  Commission  of  the  State  of  New  York). 
I  looked  at  them  for  some  time  before  I  could  see 
any  particular  difference  in  them,  especially  in  the 
size  of  the  mouths,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
large-mouth  variety  the  bone  which  forms  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  upper  jaw  extends  beyond  a  line 
drawn  down  from  the  back  edge  of  the  eye,  in  the 
small  mouth  it  extends  back  only  to  a  line  drawn 
down  from  the  centre  of  the  eye. 

As  Dr.  Henshall  puts  it : — "  The  angle  of  the 
mouth  ia  the  small-mouthed  black  bass  reaches 
only  to,  or  below*-,  the  eye ;  while  in  the  large- 
mouthed  it  extends  considerably  beyond]  or  behind 
it.  The  scales  on  the  cheeks  of  the  '  small  mouth  ' 
are  quite  small  as  compared  with  those  on  its  bodj-, 
while  in  the  *^  large  mouth  '  the  cheek  scales  are 
nearly  as  large  as  those  on  its  body.  Also  there 
are  ten  or  eleven  rows  of  scales  between  the  lateral 
line  and  the  back  fin  of  the  small  mouth,  and  only 
eight  rows  in  the  large  mouth." 

Dr.  Henshall,  who  has  killed  every  kind  of 
American  game  fish,  from  the  salmon  ox  Canada 
to  the  tarpon  of  Florida,  says  that :  "  Inch  for 
inch  and  pound  for  pound  the  black  bass  is  the 
gamest  fish  that  swims." 

There  does  not  appear,  according  to  Dr.  Henshall, 
to  be  much  to  choose  between  the  fish  as  regards 
fighting  qualities,  but  apparently  the  large  mouth 
thrives  best  in  the  southern  and  the  small  in  the 
northern  States  ;  in  that  case  it  looks  as  if  the 
small  mouth  would  seem  to  be  most  likely  to  do 
well  in  our  waters.  The  small  mouth  in  America 
grows  to  about  51b.,  the  large  mouth  to  61b.  or  71b., 
and  in  Florida  to  151b. 

The  fish  acclimatized  in  Germany  is  said  by 
Count  Walderdorff  to  be  the  large  mouth.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  any  German 
anglers  who  have  had  experience  in  fishing  for 
black  bass  in  Germany.  E.  B.  Marston. 


OK  THE  KOOTENAY  KIVEE, 
BEITISH  COLUMBIA. 


It  was  on  the  Kootenay  River  in  British 
Columbia,  and  as  I  was  living  at  Rossland,  a 
mining  town  some  distance  from  the  river,  I  was 
compelled  to  take  the  railway  to  a  station  known 
as  Slocan  Jimction,  the  little  hotel  at  the  junction 
being  only  a  short  distance  from  the  part  of  the 
river  I  intended  to  fish. 

The  weather  was  cold  and  stormy,  and  at  first  I 
hesitated  about  taking  the  trip,  particularly  as  I 
could  not  persuade  anyone  to  brave  with  me  the 
rain,  and  perhaps  the  snow  of  a  day  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  September.  I  had  only  two 
days  at  my  disposal,  nearly  half  of  which  must 
necessarily  be  taken  up  in  travelling  from  Rossland 
to  the  junction  and  back.  But  in  spite,  and 
perhaps  on  account,  of  the  obstacles  I  found 
myself  on  the  train.  A  soaking  rain  was  blurring 
the  window  panes  of  the  railway  carriage,  and  the 
excitement  of  getting  my  rods  and  tackle  together 
and  of  catching  my  train  having  died  down,  I 
began  to  repent  me.  However,  by  the  time  we 
had  reached  Robson,  the  point  where  the  raUway 
crosses  the  great  Columbia  River,  the  rain  had 
stopped,  and  as,  the  Columbia  River  left  behind, 
the  railway  follows  close  along  the  shore  of  the 
Kootenay,  the  tumbling,  racing  current  of  that 


grand  stream  and  its  rich  dark  trouty-looking  pools 
swept  the  cobwebs  out  of  my  brain,  and  I  began  to 
make  up  a  cast  for  the  evening's  sport. 

I  was  on  the  river  by  seven  o'clock,  soon  had 
my  rod  together,  and  was  on  the  pool  in  my  boat 
with  Whitely  as  boatman  shortly  after. 

At  this  point,  which  was  known  in  the  first  days 
of  the  mining  development  of  the  district  as 
Ward's  Crossing,  the  river  rushes  through  a  rocky 
caiion  and  debouches  into  a  large  pool  almost  a 
lake. 

The  pool  is  in  shape  something  like  an  egg,  and 
is  about  a  mile  long,  with  perhaps  an  average 
width  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  There  is  a  large 
island  in  the  centre,  and  late  in  the  season,  when 
the  water  is  down,  the  sandbars  becomejbare,  and 
thus  form  one  or  two  more  small  islands. 

The  fishing  is  good  almost  all  over  the  pool,  but 
the  favourite  places  are  on  each  side  of  the  swift 
and  rough  water  coming  out  of  the  canon,  and  in 
the  eddies  which  are  formed  by  the  undulations  of 
the  shore  line. 

The  situation  changes  as  the  water  falls  during 
the  summer,  and,  as  this  experience  of  mine 
showed  me,  good  sport  can  be  obtained  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  pool  in  places  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  reach  with  the  water  high,  and  in 
which  the  sport  would  not  repay  the  trouble  in  the 
earlier  months. 

It  was  still  cloudy  and  cold  when  I  commenced 
to  fish,  and  in  half  an  horn-  or  so  it  became  so  dark 
that  I  could  not  see  the  point  of  my  rod,  so  I  gave 
up  for  the  evening  and  went  to  the  small  hotel  at 
the  station  for  the  night.    I  was  quite  satisfied 


water  was  too  low  and  clear  for  the  tackle  I  waa 
using,  I  changed  the  cast|  itself  to  one  of  gut 
tapered  from  medium  to  fine  undrawn,  and  also 
my  reel  to  one  containing  about  forty  yards  of 
tapered  line,  putting  on  two  flies  and  using  as 
tail  fly  a  fly  with  dark  grey  wing,  brown  hackle 
tied  Palmer-wise,  and  yellow  body,  the  hook  being 
about  a  0  ;  and  as  dropper  a  00  hook,  the  dressing 
of  which  I  forget.  The  tail  fly  was  a  very  good 
imitation  of  a  natural  insect  on  the  water  at  the 
time. 

During  this  operation  we  had  drifted  down  to 
the  top  of  a  sandbar,  and  on  my  first  cast  in  the 
eddy  formed  by  the  head  of  the  island  I  heard 
the  welcome  sound  of  the  reel. 

Three  or  four  nice  fish  of  about  half  a  pound 
each  rewarded  me  here ;  and  as  in  one  of  the 
struggles  Whitely  had  allowed  the  boat  to  drift 
over  the  place  where  the  fish  seemed  to  be  lying, 
and  thus  disturbed  them,  he  suggested  a  try  at  the 
very  tail  of  the  pool.  We  accordingly  drifted 
down  to  a  spot  where  the  river  is  about  an  eighth  of 
a  mile  wide,  and  running  in  a  swift  yet.'quiet  and 
glassy  glide  over  a  gravelly  bottom.  Here  we 
made  fast  to  a  log  which  had  grounded,  and,  after 
the  commotion  caused  by  the  anchor  and  the 
stopping  of  our  boat  in  the  swift  water  had  sub- 
sided, I  made  my  first  cast. 

Hardly  had  my  flies  struck  the  water  Ibefore 
what  seemed  a  good  fish  rose  and  missed.  I  waited 
a  moment  and  then  made  another  cast  over  the 
same  spot. 

A  whir  of  the  reel  which  I  could  not'  stop  imtil 
some  thirty  yards  of  line  had  gone  out  convinced 


From  the  West  Bank. 
"The  point  whero  the  railway  crosses  the  great  Coliimhia  River.' 


with  my  luck,  however,  as  I  had  a  brace  of  nice 
fish  of  about  a  pound  each. 

I  had  proposed  to  make  an  early  start,  but  in 
the  morning  when  I  woke,  about  half-past  six,  I 
could  distinctly  hear,  above  the  roar  of  the  fall  in 
the  river  below,  the  patter  of  raindrops  on  the 
roof.  A  glance  out  of  the  window  was  not  re- 
assuring, as  the  mountains  were  smothered  in  a 
thick  haze  and  the  river,  covered  with  its  morning 
curtain  of  white  feathery  mist,  looked  cold  and 
unfriendly. 

As  I  was  dressing,  however,  the  sim  burrowed 
through  a  rift  in  the  clouds,  and  by  the  time  I  had 
walked  the  half  mile  or  so  through  the  damp  and 
dripping  wood  which  separated  me  from  the  river, 
his  majesty  was  shining  down  hot  and  strong,  and 
only  in  the  still  shady  backwaters  of  the  pool,  and 
on  the  tips  of  the  surroimding  peaks,  could  there 
be  seen  the  steamy  vapour  which  had  chilled  my 
spirits  in  the  early  morning. 

Whitely  did  not  hold  out  much  hope  of  sport,  as 
he  told  me  that  for  some  two  weeks  past  no  one 
had  caught  more  than  a  couple  in  the  day.  But  the 
morning-was  now  too  bright  and  "  fish  "  like  to 
let  this  information,  dismal  though  it  was,  depress 
my  feelings  for  long. 

I  tried  first  at  the  eddy  on  the  north  side,  below 
the  swift  water,  using  the  cast  I  had  put  together 
and  used  the  night  before,  consisting  of  three  large 
roughly  tied  flies  of  patterns  which  I  had  found 
useful  in  the  early  season,  the  cast  itself  being  of 
coarse  gut. 

Meeting  with  little  success  here  we  moved  to 
the  heavy  water  at  the  foot  of  the  canon  on  the 
south  side,  and  as  matters  did  not  seem  to  improve, 
and  as  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 


me  that,  even  taking  the  swift  water  into  con- 
sideration, I  was  into  a  good  fish. 

My  nerves  were  all  on  edge  with  fear  for  my  fine 
tackle  with  such  a  fish  in  such  water,  but  ,as  we 
were  so  placed  that  it  would  have  meant  a  good 
ten  minutes'  work  to  get  the  boat  into  a  backwater, 
I  had  to  trust  in  my  cast.  Fortunately  my  trust 
was  not  misplaced,  and  in  about  fifteen  minutes 
Whitely  had  my  friend  safe  in  the  landing-net,  a 
handsome  rainbow  trout  of  slightly  over  three 
pounds;  and  then  after  drinking  a  toast  to  his 
capture,  and  having  a  rest  and  smoking  a  quiet 
pipe,  we  made  our  way  up  the  river  to  luncheon  at 
Whitely's  cabin. 

After  luncheon  we  tried  the  sandbar  with  some 
measure  of  success,  and  then  drifted  down  to  our 
log.  Here  I  rose  but  missed  a  brace  of  fine  fish, 
but  landed  two  or  three  of  about  three  quarters  of 
a  pound  each.  Unfortunately  the  tail  fly,  with 
which  I  had  caught  most  of  the  fish,  had  been 
injured,  and  I  was  obliged  to  change,  with  but 
indifferent  results.  It  had  rather  a  peculiar  trip  on 
its  own  account.  A  good  fish  rose,  I  struck  and  felt 
him,  but  lost  him  immediately,  and  with  him  my 
fly.  I  put  on  another,  and  at  my  first  cast  hooked 
a  nice  fish,  and  on  landing  him  found  my  old 
favourite  sticking  in  his  side.  I  replaced  it  and 
used  it  imtil  the  barb  became  injured,  and  I  now 
keep  it  in  an  honom-ed  spot  in  my  tackle  box  in 
remembrance  of  a  happy  day  and  of  its  faithful 
service. 

As  it  was  now  nearly  three  o'clock  we  worked 
oxix  way  up  stream,  taking  a  couple  of  fish  en 
route,  and  landed  at  Whitely's  cabin  at  about  a 
quarter  to  four,  lea\ang  me  just  time  to  count  and 
weigh  my  basket,  unjoint  my  rod,  and  catch  tho 
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four  o'clock  traiu  for  home.  I  had  in  all  twenty 
fish,  one  of  which  was  a  three  pounder,  and  the 
total  weight  was  about  fourteen  poimds. 

As  the  train  left  the  station  I  could  see  my  pool 
shining  in  the  afternoon  sun,  and  in  my  heart  I 
bid  it  farewell  for  the  season,  as  I  knew  I  should 
not  have  another  day  with  the  trout  until  after  our 
long  and  dreary  wmter  was  well  over,  and  the  first 
year  of  the  new  century  half  gone. 

"Black  Gnat." 


ViYE  (HEEEFOEDSHIEE) 
FISHEEY  BYE-LAWS. 


Freeholders  of  the  parish  of  Hoai-withy,  a 
hamlet  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye  between  Hereford 
and  Koss,  claim  the  right  to  fish  for  salmon  with 
nets  on  about  seven  miles  of  the  river  Wye.  The 
riparian  owners  on  the  seven  miles  will  not  allow 
them  to  land  either  their  boats  or  then-  nets,  so 
these  free-fishermen  use  a  net  called  a  tuck  net,  with 
which  they  catch  salmon  in  the  river  without  landing. 

To  stop  this,  the  Wye  conservators  have  made  a 
bye-law  (which  has  yet  to  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  Boai-d  of  Trade)  making  the  tuck  net  illegal. 

The  decision  of  the  Board  of  Trade  confirming 
or  rejecting  the  proposed  bye-laws  about  the  tuck 
net  and  an  alteration  of  the  weekly  close  time  is 
expected  -uithin  a  few  weeks.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Hereford  Times  is  publishing  much  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  the  salmon  fishery  in 
the  Wye.  ^ 


EATHEE  OF  THE  FISH  STOEY. 

No  doubt  there  always  have  been  what  our 
American  cousins  call  "fish  stories,"  partly  be- 
cause there  is  a  tendency  to  exaggerate  personal 
prowess  at  all  sports,  partly  because  anglmg  is  the 
most  beautifully  speculative  and  the  most  strictly 
individualistic  of  all  sports. 

The  very  first  reference  to  angling  in  our 
literature  is,  however,  a  fish  story,  and  the  author 
may,  therefore,  be  described  as  the  father  of  the 
British  "fish  story."  His  name  was  Cormac  Mac 
Ast  Mac  Conn,  and  he  was  the  greatest  of  the 
Celtic  kings  sung  of  by  Ossian.  He  not  only 
exceeded  all  the  kings  who  figure  on  what  the 
antiquary  called  the  "bede-roll  of  imbaptised 
jargon,"  but  he  was  also  a  bit  of  a  sportsman  and 
sporting  writer. 

In  "  The  Instruction  of  a  Prince  "  he  tells  the 
story  of  the  birth  of  his  ancestor  Fionn,  and 
explains  how  he  came  to  be  a  prophet.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Boyne  there  lived  a  famous  poet 
called  Finn  Eyes,  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a 
fine  fishing  name.  Fionn  was  sent  to  this  Finn  to 
complete  his  education.  Now  on  the  Boyne,  near 
where  Finn  dwelt,  there  was  a  pool  called  Fiac's 
Pool.  About  the  pool  hung  a  legendary  prophecy 
to  the  effect  that  if  anyone  of  the  name  of  Fionn 
ate  a  salmon  caught  therein  he  would  become  a 
very  great  prophet.  The  chance  of  the  prophecy 
bemg  fulfilled  was  remote,  not  by  reason  of  any 
scarcity  of  Fionns  but  of  fins,  for  Finn  Eyes,  the 
poet,  had  fished  the  pool  in  vain  for  seven  seasons 
without  a  fish  or  even  a  rise.  However,  shortly 
after  Fiona's  arrival  a  fish  was  caught,  and  the 
poet  instructed  Fionn  to  cook  it,  but  warned  him 
to  eat  none  of  it.  In  cooking  the  fish,  and  in  the 
act  of  turning  it,  Fionn  bui-nt  his  thumb,  and 
naturally  sucked  it.  The  prophecy  was  thus  ful- 
filled, and  Fionn  became  the  greatest  of  Celtic 
seers,  though  he  had  always  to  suck  his  thumb 
before  the  future  was  revealed  to  him. 

It  is  a  splendid  legend,  and  the  moral  is  gently 
ironical.    The  tale  points  it.  H.  S. 


SPOETS   EXHIBITION   AT  THE 
AGEICULTUEAL  HALL. 

Mr.  L. -Hakeman,  secretary  of  "The  Sports 
Exhibition,"  325,  Holloway-road,  N.,  which  is  to 
be  held  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  London,  N., 
from  June  26  to  July  6,  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
Military  Tournament,  called  on  us  the  other  day 
to  say  that  they  would  be  very  glad  to  have  loan 
exhibits  of  fish-breeding  apparatus,  specunens  of 
stuffed  fish,  fish  poaching  implements,  models  of 
fish  ladders  and  passes,  pictures  of  fish,  etc.  They 
will  ensure  and  pay  all  expenses.  The  managing 
director  is  Mr.  Charles  Cruft,  so  well  known  in 
ccnnection  with  his  dog  shows. 


SOME  METHODS  OP  A  FEENCH 
EOACH  FISHEEMAN. 


"  If  only  we  were  endowed  with  the  gift  of  pre- 
science, it  is  probable  that  we  should  be  able  to 
regard  many  if  not  all  of  the  troubles  of  this  life  as 
blessings  in  disguise."  Among  other  equally  weighty 
truisms,  this  had  formed  a  portion  of  the  chaplain's 
sermon  on  the  previous  day  in  the  little  English 
church  at  Nice.  At  the  moment,  however,  that  it 
rose  in  my  mind,  my  stock  of  prescience  was  at  a 
particularl;^'  low  ebb,  for  I  was  unable,  despite  the 
exercise  of  my  most  earnest  endeavours,  to  conceive 
what  possible  blessing,  either  in  disguise  or  out  of 
it,  there  could  be  in  an  obtrusive  nail  which  had 
forced  its  way  through  the  forepart  of  the  sole  of 
one  of  my  shooting  boots,  and  had  steadfastly  re- 
sisted all  my  efforts  to  force  it  back. 

Tempted  by  the  brilliance  of  the  sunshine, 
which,  even  on  this  the  last  day  of  December,  was 
reminiscent  of  June  rather  than  of  mid-winter,  I 
had  set  out  fi-om  Nice  for  a  long  tramp  through 
the  less  frequented  ways  of  the  Valley  of  the  Var, 
towards  a  distant  spur  of  the  Maritune  Alps — a  point 
I  was  always  longing  to  reach,  but  which,  through 
a  combination  of  untoward  cu-cumstances,  I  never 
succeeded  in  doing.  On  this  particular  occasion 
my  walk  had  to  be  curtailed  owing  to  an  engage- 
ment which  necessitated  my  being  back  in  Nice  at 
six  o'clock,  but  it  was  not  imtil  I  turned  on  the 
homeward  journey  that  the  nail  in  my  boot  made 
its  presence  apparent.  I  am  not  of  a  selfish  dis- 
position, and  after  three  miles  or  so  of  acute  torture 
I  began  to  wish  that  I  could  exchange  boots  with 
my  friend  and  spiritual  mentor,  the  chaplain,  so 
that  he  might  enjoy  a  practical  opportunity  of 
putting  one  of  his  precepts  into  practice,  and  show 
his  congregation  how  far  he  had  been  endowed  with 
the  gift  of  prescience. 

A  more  painful  walk  I  have  never  experienced, 
and  it  was  with  something  more  than  a  feeling  of 
relief  that  just  after  reaching  the  high-road,  and 
limping  slowly  over  the  long  iron  bridge  spanning 
the  Var  at  one   of  its   most  attractive-looking 
reaches,  I  came  to  a  little  red-tiled  cottage,  the 
front  of  which  bore  a  wooden  signboard  which  in- 
formed all  and  sundry  that  it  was  the  residence 
of  Stefano  Kambourdi,  cnrdonnier.    Half  a  dozen 
taps  of  Stefano's  hammer  rendered  my  boot  bear- 
able again,  but  a  nasty  puncture  under  the  ball  of 
the  right  foot  necessitated  an  application  of  hot 
water  and  a  bandage  before  I  could  continue  my 
journey  homewards.     Having   attended   to  my 
wants,  Stefano  filled  his  pipe  from  my  pouch,  and 
with  characteristic  French  loquacity,  as  I  sat  and 
soaked,  proceeded  to  inform  me  of  his  plans  for 
the  morrow,  which  was  le  jour  de  ran.    He,  it 
appeared,  had  no  intention  of  following  the  national 
custom  of  celebrating  the  opening  of  the  new  year 
by  indulging  in  wild  festivity.    No  1  that  was  not 
to  his  taste  at  all.    So  far  as  he  was  personally 
concerned,  his  hohday  would  be  passed  on  the  Var 
over  a  favourite  roach  swim.     The  mention  of 
fishing  struck  a  reciprocal  chord,  and  from  that 
moment  Stefano  and  I  were  firm  friends.  After 
all,  the  chaplain  was  perfectly  right.     The  nail, 
while  it  lasted,  was  anything  but  a  blessing,  but, 
strange  to  say,  it  had  brought  me  into  direct  con- 
tact with  one  of  the  very  men  I  had  been  hoping 
to  meet,  from  the  moment  I  had  set  foot  on  the 
Eiviera.     Did  monsieur  fish?     A  reply  in  the 
affmnative,    followed    by  a  few  more   or  less 
authentic   personal   reminiscences,  set  Stefano's 
tongue  wagging  with  redoubled  vigour,  and  finally 
it  was  arranged  that  I  should  honour  him  by  giving 
him  my  distinguished  company  next  day  to  a  hole 
in  which  les  gardons,  the  French  equivalent  for 
the  roach,  were — well,  a  trifle  larger  than  whales, 
and  slightly  less  ravenous  than  sharks.     I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  Stefano  proved  such  an  interest- 
ing companion  that  I  forgot  the  flight  of  time,  and 
did  not  arrive  at  Nice  mitil  it  was  too  late  to  keep 
my  appointment,  and  she,  tired  of  waiting,  had 
transferred  her  affection  to  a  hated  rival.    I  met 
them  a  fortnight  ago :  he  wore  a  very  worried  look, 
and  madame  was  decidedly  fat  and  passe.  That 
nail  was  a  double  blessing  in  disguise,  but  at  the 
time  my  endowment  of  prescience  was  not  suffi- 
ciently large  to  enable  me  to  detect  it. 

If  sunshine  and  a  soft  south  wind  may  be  re- 
garded as  two  essential  factors  for  success  in  winter 
fishing,  le  jour  de  Van  was  everything  that  could 
be  desired  by  the  most  exacting  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton.    Nice  was  early  awake,  and,  as  I  walked 


along  the  Avenue  de  la  Gare  from  my  hotel  to  the 
tramway  terminus  in  the  Place  Massena,  it  was 
evident  that  the  Ni^ois  had  not  confined  the 
celebration  of  the  national  holiday  to  the  wares 
dispensed  by  the  local  temperance  "establishments. 
When  I  arrived  by  tram  at  Califomie,  the  western 
suburb  where  Stefano  resided,  I  found  that  worthy 
burdened  with  two  long  natural  bamboo  rods  and 
a  big  bag  of  tackle,  awaiting  my  coming,  with  a 
group  of  his  friends  and  neighbours  outside  a 
buvette,  in  front  of  which  numbers  of  people  were 
seated  smoking  and  partaking  of  light  refreshment. 
Before  starting,  courtesy  demanded  that  I  should 
ask  them  to  drinli  success  to  the  expedition  and 
the  new  year.  It  did  not,  however,  entail  a  very 
ruinous  expenditure,  for  their  libations  were  con- 
fined to  the  red  wine  of  the  country,  which  left 
twenty  centimes  change  out  of  a  franc  as  a 
pourboire  for  the  gar  con  who  attended  to  our 
wants. 

The  place  Stefano  had  selected  for  our  preliminary 
attempt  was  a  nice  oily  eddy,  quite  forty  yards  in 
Jength,  with  a  gravel  bottom  and  an  average  depth 
of  five  feet.  Hitherto  I  had  imagined  that  the  long 
pole  and  tight  line  was  a  style  of  fishing  peculiar 
to  and  m  vogue  only  on  the  Lea.  Stefano's  outfit, 
however,  quickly  undeceived  me  on  that  point,  The 
long  natural  bamboos  of  southern  France  make 
magnificent  roach  rods,  and,  of  the  two,  I  prefer 
them  to  even  the  Sowerbutts  pole,  and  they  com- 
bine the  great  essentials  of  a  perfect  rod  in  that 
they  are  light,  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  as 
tough  as  steel,  and  possess  exactly  the  graduated 
flexibility  so  necessary  for  delivering  a  stroke  sharp 
and  quick  fi-om  the  point  of  the  top.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  only  disadvantage  attached  to  their  use 
is  that,  being  in  one  piece,  they  are  troublesome  to 
convey  any  distance,  but,  given  that  an  angler  lives 
close  to  a  river,  they  are  otherwise  everything  that 
could  be  desired.  There  was  no  gainsaying  the  fact 
that  Stefano  was  an  artist  in  tackle  making.  His  silk 
lines,  artistically  finished  with  a  length  of  graduated 
sorrel  hair  and  furnished  with  dainty  quill  floats, 
carrying  from  four  to  six  shots  according  to  the 
water  they  are  intended  for,  and  the  tiny  hooks 
affixed  to  the  bottom  by  a  lapping  of  the  hair  itself, 
were  beautiful  productions  of  which  any  angler, 
English  or  French,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  of 
any  other  nationality,  might  be  justly  proud. 

One  thing  that  struck  me  as  being  rather  peculiar 
was  that  in  such  a  likely  looking  stretch  of  river 
we  were  going  to  confine  our  attention  to  roach. 
Stefano,  however,  put  my  speculations  on  this  head 
to  rest  by  explaining  that,  except  on  unfrequent 
occasions,  roach  were  the  only  fish  that  bite  with 
any  freedom  in  the  winter  months  in  France.  This 
appeared,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  be  an  exceedingly 
strange  statement,  because,  considering  the  magni- 
ficent climate  of  the  Kiviera,  it  seemed  impossible 
that  even  in  the  winter,  which,  taking  an  average  of 
days,  is  as  warm  as  our  June,  the  fish  could  go  off 
the  feed  'in  such  an  inexplicable  manner.  A 
moment's  thought,  however,  showed  me  the  reason, 
and  proved  the  correctness  of  Stefano's  assertion. 
There  are  few  streams  in  France  which  do  not  have 
their  rise  in  and  are  supplied  by  tributaries  coming 
from  the  snow-covered  mountain  ranges.  The 
warmth  which  proves  so  grateful  to  the  visitors 
who  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  visit  this, 
the  most  beautiful  part  of  Europe,  has  a  corre- 
sponding effect  on  the  snows,  and  consequently  the 
water  is  always  at  a  very  low  temperature.  A 
similar  circumstance  in  connection  with  the  Scottish 
streams  was,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly, 
mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  our  good 
friend  Dr.  Brunton,  shortly  before  his  lamented 
death  caused  sorrow  to  such  a  wide  circle  of  his 
anglmg  friends.  Eemembering  the  genial  doctor's 
remarks  on  this  point,  I  dabbled  my  hand  in  the 
water.  It  was  icy  cold,  perhaps  more  so  by  con- 
trast to  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  then  I  wondered 
no  more  that  the  fish  should  be  torpid  and 
disinclined  to  feed. 

Stefano  had  provided  a  large  variety  of  baits — 
paste,  brandlings,  gentles,  dried  bluebottles,  etc. — 
but  he  appeared  to  pin  his  faith  on  caddis,  which, 
he  assured  me,  were  an  infallible  lure  when  every- 
thing else  failed  to  induce  the  roach  to  bite. 
"  These,"  said  Stefano,  "  are  wonderful  creatures. 
When  I  lived  at  Dijon  years  ago,  monsieur,  I  put 
some  in  a  can  in  my  garden,  and  there  came  a 
heavy  frost,  during  which  they  were  frozen  hard 
into  a  block  of  ice ;  yet  when  the  thaw  came  they 
revived,  and  were  as  lively  as  ever."  This,  I  believe, 
is  an  actual  fact,  as  I  have  since  been  told  the  same 
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thing  concerning  the  endurance  of  the  caddis,  imder 
cold,  by  scores  of  other  French  anglers. 

It  was  evident  that  in  spite  of  the  day,  which 
was  uncomfortably  hot  towards  noon,  our  jour 
de  Van  was  not  going  to  be  marked  by  any- 
thing great  in  the  way  of  sport.  We  had  been 
fishing  quite  an  hour  before  the  first  roach — a  nice- 
shaped  fish  of  three-quarters  of  a  poxmd — took  my 
float  under  with  a  sudden  bob,  just  when  I  least 
expected  it,  and  gave  me  ten  minutes'  exciting  play. 
Stefano  drew  the  next  blood,  and  so  we  went  on 
through  the  afternoon,  until  four  o'clock,  when  the 
sun  began  to  decline,  and  the  roach  went  suddenly 
dead  off  the  feed.  Our  catch  amounted  in  all  to  a 
dozen  pounds  each  of  fish,  averaging  from  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  to  half  a  pound,  but  with  not 
a  single  pounder  among  them.  Nevertheless,  we 
were  well  satisfied,  for  they  were  clean  and  bright, 
and  in  the  j)ink  of  condition.  In  contour  they 
reminded  me  of  Thames  roach,  and  certainly  they 
fought  quite  as  well.  There  was  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  Var  holds  much  larger  specimens 
than  those  we  had  caught.  Stefano,  soon  after 
we  commenced  fishing,  was  smashed  up  by  one 
which,  from  the  way  it  played,  must  have  weighed 
all  a  poimd  and  a  half,  if  not  heavier.  At  length, 
after  an  interval,  finding  that  all  our  eiforts  were 
useless,  we  commenced  to  pack  up — a  warning 
that  it  was  tune  to  go  being  given  us  by  the  great 
Heecy  white  wraith  of  the  brouillard  creeping 
adown  the  mountain  sides,  heralding  the  near 
approacli  of  the  nightfall.  A  Veteean. 


MR.  JAMES  OGDEN'S  GUT  CASTS. 


In  an  "  Occasional  Note  "  last  week,  I  referred 
to  some  gut  casts  which  appeared  to  be  Al  having 
jiroved  quite  rotten.  I  need  hardly  say  that  these 
casts  did  not  come  from  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of 
Cheltenham,  who  makes  a  special  point  of  testing 
all  casts  supplied  by  him.  E.  B.  Marston. 


IN  SYDNEY  HAEBOUK. 


One  of  the  many  visitors  from  Europe  says  : — ■ 
"  Fenced  from  every  wind  of  heaven,  its  shores 
indented  with  innumerable  coves  and  bays,  its 
narrowest  channels  deep  enough  to  float  the 
largest  ships,  there  is  scarcely  one  desirable 
quality  wanting  to  this  unrivalled  port.  The 
huge  leviathans  of  modern  commerce  can  be 
securely  fastened  to  its  quays  and  discharge  their 
cargoes  almost  dnect  into  its  palatial  storehouses. 
Miles  of  water  frontage,  multiplied  by  the  many 
windings  of  its  sinuous  line  of  shore,  admit  of 
wharfage  for  whole  fleets.  Its  form  allows  of  easy 
protection  against  hostUe  assault ;  whilst  the 
\-ery  shoals  that  lie  near,  without  obstructing  its 
entrance,  offer  a  serious  obstacle  to  a  would-be  foe, 
and  a  convenient  foundation  for  beacons  to  guide 
the  friendly  navigator.  It  is  the  characteristic, 
the  peculiar  and  ahnost  unparalleled  characteristic, 
of  the  noble  harbour  on  which  the  flourishing  city 
of  Sydney  stands  that  it  combines  every  feature 
of  a  perfect  port  of  war  and  commerce  with  natural 
beauties  of  a  high,  if  not  of  the  highest,  order. 
If  it  lack  the  varied  scenery  of  the  anchorages  in 
the  Japanese  Mediterranean  and  the  luxuriant 
verdure  and  stately  summits  of  the  Bay  of  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  it  has  a  loveliness  of  its  own  such  as 
rarely  gladdens  the  eye  of  a  visitor  to  great 
seaports." 


AUSTRALIAN  FISHING-GROUNDS. 

The  number,  variety,  and  extent  of  the  fishing- 
grounds  with  which  the  entire  sea-board  of  New 
South  Wales  has  been  endowed,  all  lying  within  a 
very  moderate  distance  of  Port  Jackson,  afford  the 
st;?ongest  encouragement  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  who  may  hope  to  see  the  markets  supplied 
with  fish  in  a  manner  and  upon  a  system  con- 
sonant with  the  requirements  of  the  community. 
In  New  South  Wales  the  fish  most  adapted  for 
food  purposes  do  not  yet  require  to  be  searched 
for  in  large  smacks  or  fishing-vessels  victualled 
and  equipped  for  a  cruise  of  several  months ; 
neither  is  it  necessary  for  the  fisherman  to  make 
voyages  to  fishing-grounds  distant  hundreds  of 
aules  from  home.  The  best  fish  are  very  rarely 
met  with  more  than  ten  miles  off  the  coast, 
or  in  deeper  water  than  thirty-five  fathoms. 
The   schnapper,  which,  for  economic  purposes, 


may  be  ranked  with  the  cod  of  the  northern 
hemisphere,  appears  to  be  distributed  with  remark- 
able regularity  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  sea- 
board— that  is  to  say,  over  about  six  hundred  miles ; 
and  whatever  the  formation  or  character  of  the 
coast  may  be,  this  fish,  the  most  valuable  of  all 
kinds,  and  perhaps  the  most  abundant,  is  never 
absent,  and,  being  essentially  a  rock-fish  in  its 
habits,  is  not  migratory ;  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  its  congener — the  bream — and,  in  a  lesser 
degree,  of  the  flathead,  whiting,  black-fish,  tailers, 
tarwine,  garfish,  and  other  varieties  which  frequent 
the  bays  and  estuaries  of  harbours  and  lakes  rather 
than  tiie  ocean-  depths.  Some  of  these  fish  are,  no 
doubt,  not  to  be  foimd  throughout  the  year  in  their 
usual  haunts,  but  they  may  be  treated  for  all 
practical  purposes  as  regular  inhabitants  of  the 
colonial  fishing-grounds.         John  Plummee, 

Sydney,  N.S.W. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the  "  Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 

J.  GrEEVILLB  FeNNELL.) 

{Continued  from  page  238.) 

CHAPTER  IV. 

General  Tackle — Hair  versus  Gut. 
The  Rod. — The  roach,  or  light  bottom  rod  for 
roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  smelt,  and  any  other  light 
and  fine  fishing,  varies  in  its  length  according  to 
the  accessibility  of  the  place  fished,  ranging  from 
nine  to  seventeen  feet,  while  many  professional 
roach  fishers  often  use  one  of  eighteen  or  nineteen 
feet.  Baddeley,  indeed,  says  that  "  In  some  of 
the  best  swims  in  the  Lea,  a  rod  twenty  or 
twenty-four  feet  is  requisite,  made  of  the  lightest 
materials,  so  that  it  is  straight  and  strikes  true." 
It  can  be  neither  too  light  nor  too  elastic,  and  it 
is  therefore  often  made  of  bamboo. 

[By  "  elastic,"  our  author  cannot  mean  whippy. 
With  a  rod  such  as  is  used  for  fly  fishing,  one  would 
miss  many  roach  when  striking.  Of  bamboos, 
the  South  cane  is  the  one  most  preferred  for  the 
long  rods  used  by  bank  anglers  when  fishing  without 
running  tackle,  but  Spanish  ^-eed,  which  is  used  for 
the  same  purpose,  is  lighter  than  the  South  cane, 
referred  to  in  the  next  paragraph.  For  this  reason 
the  reed  is  very  valuable  for  exceptionally  long  rods. 
For  short  roach  rods,  used  mostly  for  fishing  from 
pimts,  East  India  cane  is  now  more  extensively 
used  than  any  other  variety  of  bamboo,  the  top  of 
the  rod  being  of  lance-wood  or  greenheart.] 

As  there  are  several  distinct  schools  of  roach- 
fishers,  and  as  these  agree  in  few  particulars,  we 
will  briefly  state  the  principal  points  of  difference 
in  the  rods  used.  The  Lea  school  generally  prefer 
rods  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  long,  made  of  a 
white  sort  of  bamboo  cane,  reported  to  be  found 
in  perfection  in  South  Carolina.  These  rods  taper 
very  evenly  from  tip  to  butt  when  they  are  of  large 
size.  There  is  little  spring  in  them,  except  in  a  few 
feet  at  the  top,  and  they  are  used  sometimes  with 
running  lines,  but  generally  without. 

The  Nottingham  rod  is  from  ten  to  twelve  feet 
in  length,  and  generally  made  in  four  pieces,  the 
two  lower  of  choice  tough  white  deal,  the  two 
upper  of  lance-wood.  It  is  light  and  springy,  has 
small  upright  steel  rings,  and  carries  a  wooden 
reel  with  very  light  undressed  silk  running  line. 

The  rod  generally  used  for  Thames  punt  fishing 
is  about  nine  or  ten  feet  long,  made  of  hickory  or 
bamboo,  but  we  prefer  a  light  Nottingham  rod  for 
the  purpose.. 

That  for  Thames  bank  fishing  may  be  from 
eleven  to  fourteen  feet  long,  and  of  the  same 
materials  as  the  punt  rod. 

We  rarely  see  on  the  Thames  any  very  long  rods, 
except  now  and  then  in  the  hands  of  a  solitary 
disciple  of  the  Lea  school. 

A  running  line  is  almost  invariably  used  in 
Thames  fishing. 

The  rods  used  for  pond  fishing  are  generally 
similar  to  those  used  on  the  Lea ;  a  running  line 
is  often  necessary,  particularly  when  there  are 
large  carp  or  bream  in  the  pond. 

[Twenty  years  have  made  a  considerable  change 
in  the  methods  of  those  Thames  roach  anglers 
who  fish  from  the  bank.  Bank  anglers  almost 
invariably  follow  the  Lea  method  of  fishing  with 
long  rod  and  no  running  tackle,  whether  fishing 
the  Thames  or  Lea.    We  may  indeed,  nowadays. 


call  this  rather  the  London  method  than  the  Lea 
method.  Hickory  is  hardly  ever  used  now  for 
roach  rods,  but  deal  is  used  for  Nottingham  rods. 
There  are  se\'eral  modern  improvements  in  rod 
fittings.  There  arc  no  better  rings  than  those 
termed  snake  rings,  while  for  the  top  ring  of 
all,  a  little  inventioii  called  the  "  Bickerdyke  Top 
End  Ring  "  is  much  used.  It  works  on  pivots, 
causes  the  line  to  run  freely,  and  decreases  friction. 
There  are  also  several  patent  winch  fittings,  the 
Weeger,  Warner's,  Hardy's,  etc.,  all  of  which  arc 
excellent,  and  take  any  sized  winch,  which  the  old 
fittings  would  not  do.  Ferrules  should  be  vaselincd 
or  greased  occasionally,  otherwise  they  are  apt  to 
stick.  Butter  scraped  from  a  sandwich  will  do  if 
nothing  else  can  be  obtained.  One  make  of  ferrule 
is  about  as  good  as  another  for  roach  rods,  but  th(! 
preference  should  be  given  to  those  termed  "  suction 
ferrules."  Rods  are  now  sometimes  made  with  two 
butts,  and  this  is  a  system  which  can  be  recom- 
mended to  roach  fishers.] 

Winch  or  Reel. — A  very  great  advance  has 
been  made  in  modern  times  on  the  old-fashioned 
brass  winch.  In  some  cases  the  form  is  improved 
and  rendered  more  elegant  and  convenient,  in 
others  an  entirely  new  material  (ebonite)  is 
employed,  doing  away  with  much  of  the  weight. 
The  most  startling  innovation  of  all  is  the  cheaji 
wooden  Nottingham  reel,  which,  in  the  hands  of 
those  understanding  its  peculiarities,  becomes  a 
useful  and  powei-ful  assistant,  but  from  its  easy 
running  causes  great  discomfiture  to  a  neophyte. 

We  are  afraid  to  attempt  to  describe  the  proj^er 
manner  of  \ising  them ;  they  must  be  seen  in  the 
hands  of  a  master  to  be  appreciated. 

Whatever  reel  is  used  it  should  be  of  ample  size, 
let  out  or  take  in  line  easily  and  quickly,  and  be 
without  checks  or  stops  of  any  description. 

"In  most  kinds  of,  float-fishing  it  is  not 
customary  to  use  a  winch  or  reel,  but  the  facility 
with  which,  by  that  means,  you  may  either 
lengthen  or  shorten  your  line,  and  the  propriety 
of  having  no  more  above  your  float  than  you 
absolutely  need,  should  reconunend  the  practice, 
independently  of  the  occasion  you  will  have  for 
line  if  j'ou  hook  a  heavier  fish  than  you  had 
reason  to  expect.  Large  barbel  are  often  hooked 
in  roach  fishing,  and  without  a  running  line  you 
must  content  yourself  (as  many  do)  with  the 
satisfaction  of  telling  that  '  you  had  been  broken 
by  a  good  fish.'  In  every  kind  of  fishing,  the 
finer  your  tackle  the  more  sport  you  are  likely 
to  have,  and  the  finer  you  fish  the. more  need  you 
have  of  a  reel." — Hoiuitt: 

[Nottingham  reels,  of  wood  or  ebonite,  have 
now  become  imiversal  favourites.  They  are  made 
with  a  check,  which  can  be  thro^vn  out  of  gear  by 
pushing  a  button.  By  means  of  this  check  and  a 
guard  to  keep  the  line  from  coiling  romid  the 
metal  support  of  the  reel,  these  reels  can  now  be 
as  comfortably  used  by  the  beginner  as  the  old 
brass  winch.  There  is  also  an  excellent  reel  guard, 
which  was  patented  by  Slater,  of  Nottingham, 
and  is  largely  used.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
practice  in  Howell's  time,  it  is  now  customary  to 
use  a  reel  in  most  kinds  of  float  fishing.  Bank 
anglers  for  roach  are  almost  alone  among  fishei-men 
in  using  no  reels.  They  act  thus,  because  when  there 
is  no  slack  line  the  roach  can  be  struck  sharper 
than  when  there  are  loops  of  line  between  the  rings 
of  the  rod,  which  have  to  be  tightened  before  the 
fish  feels  the  effect  of  the  strike.  Moreover,  they 
I'ightly  consider  it  far  more  difficult  and  artistic  to 
play  a  large  roach  on  a  tight  line  than  when 
running  tackle  is  employed. 

Lines. — We  must  confess  to  a  strong  predilection 
for  hair,  and  always  use  it  ourselves  when  roach 
fishing.  For  moderate  waters  the  hook  length  of 
about  a  foot  should  be  of  fine  round  even  hair  of  a 
sorrel  or  ciimamon  colour,  the  next  length  of  the 
best  and  strongest  hair  to  be  obtained,  of  the  same 
colour,  and  the  upper  part  of  two  hairs  twisted 
together. 

To  make  a  loop,  fii'st  wet  the  hair,  then  tie  a 
common  knot  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the 
end ;  after  tapering  it  lay  the  end  back,  and  whip 
it  down  to  the  other  part  of  the  line  with  fine  silk 
and  shoemakers'  wax,  whipping  over  the  knot  to 
prevent  the  shoi-t  end  slipping  out.  The  shot  are 
generally  placed  near  the  lower  end  of  the  single 
hair  length,  and  to  prevent  cutting  or  chafing  the 
hair,  the  end  is  turned  back  and  whipped  over  for 
one  or  two  inches,  instead  of  half  an  inch,  which 
is  usually  ample  ;  the  shot  are  thus  pinched  on  to 
a  part  where  the  hair  is  double,  and  protected  by 
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silk  whipping.  Should  more  than  three  or  four 
shot  be  necessar\%  the  remainder  ought  to  be  placed 
on  the  next  length  above  in  the  same  manner. 

Our  heavy  lines  for  deep,  quick  rimning  water 
are  fitted  thus :  First  a  hook  length  of  hair,  with 
one  small  shot  on  six  inches  from  the  hook  ;  next 
a  short  length  of  strong  double  hair  looped  at 
each  end,  on  which  slide  two  or  three  small  per- 
forated pellets,  then  one  length  of  the  best  and 
strongest  hair  to  be  procured,  then  another  short 
length  of  dofible  hah-  with  the  remainder  of  the 
lead  pellets  necessary,  and  above  aJl  about  three 
feet  of  twisted  human  hair.  This  is  laid  up  in 
three  strands  each  containing  from  six  to  nine 
haurs;  the  lengths  are  either  looped  together,  as 
before  described,  or  fastened  in  the  manner  gut 
lines  are  generally  made,  the  ends  bemg  whipped 
down  neatly.  To  this  the  running  line  is  fixed, 
the  latter  being  generally  made  of  fine  silk  either 
twisted  or  platted.  The  Nottingham  make  is 
unsurpassed,  those  specially  manufactured  for 
roach  and  dace  fishing  are  very  fine,  and  only 
weigh  from  one-eighth  to  one-sixth  of  an  ounce 
avoirdupois  per  hundred  yards. 

Although,  as  we  have  said,  we  give  the  pre- 
ference to  hair,  yet  there  are  many  occasions  when 
gut  will  kill  equally  well.  If  the  water  be  at  all 
discoloured  there  is  very  little  difference  in  their 
killing  properties  ;  and  wherever  large  carp,  bream, 
or  barbel  abound,  and  take  the  bait  m  the  same 
swims  as  the  roach,  it  would  be  folly  to  use  single 
hair. 

In  these  cases  the  gut  ought  to  be  fine  and 
stained;  many  like  it  of  a  pale  green,  or  some- 
times an  inky  colour,  but  we,  for  our  own  use, 
dye  it  of  a  dark  brown.  The  same  precaution 
should  be  taken  we  have  before  recommended,  of 
doubling  and  whipping  over  the  gut  wherever  the 
shot  are  to  be  nipped  on. 

The  Match  Trick.— We  always  fish  with  a 
runmng  line,  but  some  are  so  accustomed  to  a 
tight  line  that  they  cannot  fish  in  comfort  with  a 
reel,  ua  consequence  of  the  slackening  of  the  line. 
This  inconvenience  may  be  avoided  by  tying  a 
small  piece  of  brass  wire,  or  wood,  by  two  half 
hitches  at  the  proper  distance  above  the  float,  and 
then  drawing  the  running  line  tight ;  the  stop  will 
rest  against  the  rmg  at  the  top  of  the  rod,  and  all 
the  advantages  of  a  tight  line  will  be  obtained 
without  losing  the  convenience  of  the  reel. 

"Your  line  should  always  be  smgle  hair,  of 
sorrel  or  white  colour  (we  prefer  the  former),  and 
should  be  very  fine  at  the  bottom,  especially  the 
piece  on  which  the  hook  is  tied,  which  should  be 
also  perfectly  straight,  round,  and  transparent,  so 
that  the  water  should  not  bead  on  it,  for  if  it  do 
the  fish  will  not  touch  it.  The  top  piece,  on  which 
is  your  float,  should  be  the  coarsest  and  strongest, 
so  that  if  you  break  you  may  not  lose  your  float, 
and  also  to  give  your  line  a  proper  throw  and  play 
in  the  water.  Upon  the  top  of  your  Ime  should  be 
looped  about  eight  inches  of  double  thread,  with 
which  to  loop  it  to  your  rod.  By  adopting  this 
plan  you  will  be  able  to  throw  your  line  out  and  to 
strike  your  fish  much  better  than  you  would  if 
your  hair  were  looped  to  your  rod.  Let  the  shots 
on  your  line  be  small  and  close  together,  about 
eighteen  inches  from  the  hook,  with  only  one 
about  SIX  mches  from  the  hook,  which  will  make 
it  hang  in  proper  trun.  Gut  is  now  made  expressly 
tor  roach  fishing  as  fine  and  round  as  hair,  but  we 
still  give  the  preference  to  hair,  notwithstanding 

you  might  use  such  gut  for  very  heavy  roach."  

Bev.  James  Martin. 

{To  he  continued.) 


JORTY  MILES  OP  TROUT  PISHING  IN 
YORKSHIRE  FOR  TWO  SHILLINGS 
PER  DAY. 


[Mr.  T.  T.  Fawcett,  of  Church  View,  Hawes,  York- 
shire, sends  us  the  following  particulars  of  the  Hawes 
?'^io?i^  Angling  Association,  established 

in  1863,  of  which  he  is  secretary.    It  is  a  fine  healthy 
district  and  the  angler  gets  plenty  of  exercise.— Ed.] 
Rules. 

1.  That  this  association  be  called  "  The  Hawes  and 
High  Abbotside  Angling  Association." 

2.  That  the  officers  of  the  association  be  a  president, 
vice-presidents,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  eleven  members.  All  officers  to  be  ex-officio 
members  of  the  committee.  Meetings  of  the  committee 
to  be  held  quarterly  ;  five  to  form  a  quorum. 

3.  That  an  annual  general  meeting  shall  be  held  in 


the  first  week  in  March,  at  which  all  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  committee  shall  be  elected. 

4.  No  person'  shall  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the  associa- 
tion waters  without  a  ticket.  Membersbip  tickets  for 
residents  to  be  5s.  each.  Non-membership  trout 
tickets  for  residents  in  the  position  of  labouring  men, 
and  for  boys  under  sixteen  j'ears  of  age,  to  be  2s.  each. 
Non-residents  to  be  charged  2s.  per  day,  5s.  per  week, 
or  10s.  for  the  season.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  from 
the  secretary. 

6.  That  all  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  bordering 
on  the  association  waters  be  supplied  by  the  secretary 
with  a  free  ticket  each  year. 

6.  From  March  16  to  May  1  angling  is  not  permitted 
before  six  o'clock  a.m.,  nor  after  eight  o'clock  p.m.  ; 
during  May  and  September,  before  four  o'clock  a.m., 
nor  after  ten  o'clock  p.m.  During  June,  July,  and 
August  angling  is  allowed  during  all  the  twenty-four 
hours.    No  Sunday  fishing  permitted. 

7.  That  the  fishing  season  for  trout  commence  on 
March  16  and  end  on  October  1. 

8.  The  grayling  season  shall  commence  on  June  16 
and  end  on  February  1.  Membership  tickets  include 
the  right  to  fish  for  grayling.  Resident  non-members 
can  fish  for  grayling  at  Is.  extra.  Non-residents  to  be 
charged  Is.  per  day,  3s.  per  week,  or  5s.  from  October  1 
until  February  1. 

9.  The  cray  fishing  commences  on  August  10  and 
ends  on  September  30,  and  no  person  is  allowed  to 
fish  for  crayfish  imless  holding-  a  ticket  from  the 
association. 

10.  No  fish  under  seven  inches  in  length  will  be 
allowed  to  be  taken. 

11.  That  no  fish  roe  or  medicated  bait  or  any  illegal 
bait  be  allowed  to  be  used.  Any  person  giving  infor- 
mation of  illegal  fishing  which  shall  lead  to  conviction 
shall  receive  a  reward  of  £2. 

12.  Any  person  breaking  any  of  the  rules  of  the 
association  shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the 
same  for  such  time  as  the  committee  may  decide. 

Angling  on  the  Yoee. 
The  Yore  at  Hawes  (Wensleydale)  runs  through 
beautiful  scenery,  and  holds  a  fine  lot  of  trout.  It  is 
well  preserved  by  the  Hawes  and  District  Angling 
Association,  which  issues  2s.  day  tickets  and  5s.  weekly 
tickets  to  visiting  anglers.  The  association  has  placed 
a  valuable  consignment  of  trout  in  the  water,  and  any 
information  concerning  the  fishing  will  be  gladly 
given  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Fawcett,  the  secretary. 


THAMES  PROTECTION  AND  STOCKING 
IN  THE  READING  DISTRICT. 


We  are  glad  to  see  from  the  annual  report  of  the 
flourishing  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association 
that  very  good  work  is  being  done  by  them. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  record  the  continued 
improvement  in  the  stock  of  perch,  those  game  fish 
having  been  caught  not  only  in  large  numbers,  but  of 
goodly  size.  This  gratifying  result  is  certainly  due  to 
the  placing  so  many  thousands  of  Kennet  perch  in  the 
Thames,  the  "  new  blood  "  having  vigorously  asserted 
itself. 

The  additions  during  the  year  to  the  stock  of  fish 
include  two  hundred  and  fifty  very  fine  two-year-old 
Itchen  trout  (the  best  obtainable),  purchased  from 
Mr.  V.  Corrie,  which  were  very  carefully  distributed, 
and  five  hundred  good  stock  carp,  which  will  probably 
during  the  next  season  average  31b.  in  weight,  and  a 
like  number  of  tench  have  been  bought  of  Mr.  Ford,  of 
Caistor. 

A  member  of  the  association  has  generously  defrayed 
the  cost  of  providing  one  hundred  large  rainbow  trout 
{Salmo  irideus).  This  experiment  will  be  watched 
with  much  interest. 

The  office-bearers  of  the  society  are: — President, 
Mr.  James  Simonds;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J.  Herbert 
Benyon,  Arthur  C.  Butler,  Henry  Creed,  C.  H.  Cook, 
Wm.  Ferguson,  W.  G.  Flanagan,  Alfred  Hurley,  C.  e! 
Keyser,  R.  B.  Marston,  G.  W.  Palmer,  M.P.,  and  Wm. 
Senior ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Stephens  ;  auditors, 
Messrs.  Henry  Creed  and  Wm.  Ferguson  ;  committee, 
Messrs.  W.  Bonny,  A.  H.  Bull  (Mayor  of  Reading), 
W.  G.  Flanagan,  Dr.  W.  T.  Freeman,  H.  J. 
Gardner,  George  Higgs,  ,J.  W.  Lindars,  T.  Mackrill, 
W.  G.  Millar,  Ernest  H.  Simmons,  W.  J.  T.  Stapley, 
and  H.  W.  Verey ;  with  Messrs.  C.  H.  Cook,  A.  e! 
Hobbs,  and  Dr.  R.  P.  Jeston  as  representing  the 
Henley  Preservation  Association;  Mr.  R.  Nicholson 
and  Mr.  Hugh  W.  Russell  as  representing  the  Maiden- 
head, Cookham,  and  Bray  Preservation  Association ; 
and  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Frederick  Brown. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ■  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  29.  6d. 


Newodndland    in   1900:    A   Tbeatise    op  the 
.   Geogbaphy,  Natural  Resources,  and  History 
of  the  Island,   Embracing  an  Account  op 
Recent  and  Present  Large  Material  Move- 
ments, BY  Rev.  M.  Habvey,  LL.D.,  P.R.S.C. 
Elegantly  Illustbated  with  Maps  and  Half- 
tone   Engravings.    New  York:  The  South 
Publishing  Company. 
Newfoundland  is  an  island  with  an  area  of  42  000 
square  miles,  lying  ofE    the  American  Continent, 
opposite  Sydney,   Cape  Breton,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  Cabot  Strait,  the  distance  across  which, 
at  this  point,  is  but  ninety-three  miles, 
u  rock-bound,  at  many  points  presenting 

bold  chfis  hundreds  of  feet  in  height.  In  this  respect 
It  resembles  Norway,  which  has  led  to  its  designation 
of  the  "American  Norway."  The  interior  is  diversified 
by  hills,  mountains,  plains,  forests,  rivers,  and  lakes. 
The  forests  consist  chiefly  of  fir,  spruce,  pine,  and 
birch  There  are  good  agricultural  lands,  as  yet  little 
tilled. 

The  population  of  the  colony  was  210,000  at  the 
date  of  the  last  census  ten  years  ago.  The  inhabi- 
tants are  chiefly  engaged  in  cod,  lobster,  and  seal 
fasheries,  the  annual  revenue  from  all  of  which  is 
$7,000,000.  The  population  is  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  coast,  owing  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the 
interior  for  lack  of  roads.  This  barrier  has  in  large 
measure  been  overcome  by  the  recent  completion  of  a 
transinsular  railway  extending  across  the  island,  a 
distance  of  548  miles.  As  a  result,  diversified  industries 
are  developing.  The  lands  are  being  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, the  forests  are  being  invaded,  and  the  timber  is 
undergoing  manufacture  into  lumber  and  wood-pulp. 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  island  have  developed 
into  large  proportions.  This  is  true  of  iron  ore  and  of 
copper.  The  former  exists  in  vast  deposits  under  most 
peculiar  and  economic  conditions,  while  the  Tilt  Cove 
Copper  Mine  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  known. 
It  has  been  worked  for  many  years,  and  is  a  source  of 
large  and  increasing  revenue.  There  are  many  deposits 
of  other  minerals,  as  well,  as  of  granite,  marble, 'and 
slates  of  great  variety  and  extent. 

The  chief  city  of  the  island  is  St.  John's,  the  capital, 
with  a  population  of  30,000.  It  is  a  place  of  large 
commercial  importance,  and  has  one  of  the  best 
harbours  in  the  world.  The  city  is  well  located,  has 
the  purest  and  most  abundant  water,  is  noted  for  its 
churches,  its  cathedrals,  and  its  schools,  and  for  the 
industry  and  social  order  of  its  people.  It  has  just 
completed  an  admirable  electric  street  railway  system, 
has  under  construction  a  large  modern  hotel,  and  is 
thus  adding  to  its  antique  interest  the  most  approved 
modern  features. 

The  winter  climate  of  Newfoundland  is  not  severe, 
while  the  summers  are  delightful,  the  thermometer 
rarely  marking  over  eighty  degrees.  The  tourist 
seeking  recreation  and  health  finds  it  a  highly  con- 
genial resort,  while  the  sportsman  seeks  its  secluded 
lakes,  rivers,  and  woods  in  quest  of  the  abundant  fish 
and  game.  It  is  a  charming  place  to  visit,  and  its 
manifold  attractions  are  fast  giving  it  fame  in  all 
parts  of  the  world. 


FISH-DRUGGING  IN  THE  SOUTH  SEAS. 

We  were  all  sitting  on  the  rocks,  on  the  margin  of 
the  best  and  largest  pool,  smoking  and  chatting,  when, 
at  a  sign  from  Kusis,  who  was  the  head  man  (or  local 
chief)  of  the  village,  the  women  took  their  bundles  of 
oap,  and  laying  the  plants  upon  smooth  portions  of 
the  reef,  began  to  pound  them  with  round,  heavy 
stones  brought  from  the  village  for  the  purpose.  As 
each  bundle  was  crushed  and  the  sticky  white  juice 
exuded,  it  was  rolled  into  a  ball,  used  like  a  sponge  to 
wipe  up  and  absorb  all  the  liquid  that  had  escaped, 
and  then  handed  to  the  men  and  boys,  who  leaped 
into  the  pool  and  dived  to  the  bottom,  thrusting  the 
balls  of  oap  underneath  every  lower  ledge  and  crevice, 
and  then  rising  quickly  to  the  surface  and  clambering 
out  again.    In  less  than  five  minutes  the  once  crystal 
water  had  changed  to  a  pale  milky-white,  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  tiny  fish  about  half  an  inch  in 
length  and  of  many  hues  began  to  rise  to  the  surface ; 
then  others  of  a  larger  size,  which  the  women  at  once 
scooped  up  with  small  nets ;  then  presently,  with 
much  splashing  and  floundering,  two  or  three  of  the 
handsome  red  fish  I  have  described,  with  a  great 
leather-jacket,  came  up  and,  lying  on  their  sides, 
flapped  helplessly  on  the  surface.     Other  kinds,  of 
the  mullet  species,  came  with  them,  trying  to  swim 
upright,  but  always  falling  over  on  their  sides,  and  yet 
endeavouring  to  lift  their  heads  above  the  water  as  if 
gasping  for  air.    Then  more  big  leather-jackets,  some 
of  which  shot  up  from  below  as  if  they  had  been  fired 
from  a  mortar,  and,  running  head  on  to  the  rocky 
wall  of  the  pool,  allowed  themselves  to  be  lifted  out 
without  a  struggle.  It  was  most  exciting  and  intensely 
interesting  to  witness.    Out  of  this  one  pool— which, 
I  think,  was  not  more  than  fifteen  yards  across — we 
obtained  many  hundredweights  of  fish,  and  three 
turtle.    All  fish  which  were  too  small  to  be  eaten 
were  thrown  into  other  pools  to  recover  from  the 
effects  of  the  oap.— Louis  Becke  in  The  Leisure  Hour, 


April  13,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


255 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 


One  of  the  best  salmon  rods  in  Ireland  is  to  be 
let  for  the  season,  in  consequence  of  the  owner 
being  unable  to  go  away. — Apply,  "X.  Y.  Z.,"  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. 


The  King  and  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  York 
haYB  graciously  consented  to  become  patrons  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preser\  ation  Society. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
•post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  Easter  holi- 
days did  not  prove  of  much  use  to  Thames  trout 
anglers  so  far  as  sport  is  concerned.  The  stream  was, 
and  is,  especially  strong,  and  in  the  lower  reaches  the 
water  was  much  coloured.  Apart  from  the  three  small 
fish  caught  last  week  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  I  have 
heard  of  no  further  success  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
river.  Mr.  Gunn  has  tried  Molesey  Weir,  but  so  far 
unsuccessfully.  There  are  large  numbers  of  dace  at 
the  weir,  but  no  trout  have,  as  yet,  been  on  the 
move.  Major  Terry  has  placed  another  hundred  brown 
trout  in  the  Thames  at  Weybridge.  They  averaged 
Jib.  each. — Mr.  Edward  Slater,  of  Chestnut  Villas, 
Upper  Teddington,  whilst  fishing  off  Hampton  Court 
Weir  on  Easter  Monday,  rescued  Alfred  Elliott,  of 
Stratford,  who,  whilst  boating  with  Bert  Manning,  also 
of  Stratford,  lost  control  of  the  boat  owing  to  the  strong 
stream.  Manning  was,  unfortunately,  drowned. — 
P.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  quite  out  of  condition, 

and  a  heavy  stream  is  running  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  No  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  district, 
although  one  or  two  anglers  have  tried  their  luck ; 
given  fine  weather  the  water  should  be  fit  again  in  a 
few  days. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — Weather  is  now  congenial 
and  springlike,  and  trout  fishing  has  begun  in  earnest. 
Three  of  my  sons  were  home  for  Easter,  two  from 
London  and  one  from  South  Africa.  They  had  a  day 
on  Monday  and  took,  respectively,  seventeen,  sixteen, 
and  thirteen  trout,  all  on  a  private  water.  Aquatic 
flies  are  hatching  fairly  to-day,  and  there  are  plenty  of 
land  flies. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Barle  (Simonsbath). — The  rain  during  the  past 
week  has  made  the  water  bigger,  and  with  the  weather 
warmer,  fishing  is  even  better  than  it  was  before,  one 
rod  taking  seventy-five  trout  in  three  days  this  week. 
— March  Brown. 

Coin,  Leach,  Windrush  (East  Gloucester- 
shire).— On  Thursday  (April  4)  trout  fishers  began 
to  wend  their  way  into  this  favourite  trouting 
county  to  try  their  luck  on  the  beautiful  trout  which 
inhabit  the  stream.  Good  Friday  proved  a  beautiful 
day,  and  some  fair  sport  was  had  on  the  Hotel  water 
at  Fairford  and  also  on  private  waters  in  the  district. 
March  Brown,  Olive  Dun  and  Olive  Quill,  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Spinner,  and  Hare's  Ear  proved  the  best  flies. 
Saturday  was  a  shocking  day  and  but  little  doing. 
Sunday  was  fine  until  the  evening.  Easter  Slonday 
was  the  worst  I  ever  remember  for  fly-fishing  and  but 
little  was  done,  anglers  in  some  instances  being  fairly 
driven  off  the  water,  it  blowing  at  times  a  regular 
gale.  A  friend  on  private  waters,  however,  managed 
to  secure  a  pretty  trout  of  21b.  2oz.,  in  beautiful  con- 
dition, measuring  but  IS^in.  in  length.  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach  has  been  enjoying  a  rest  on  the  banks  of 
the  Coin,  at  Coin  St.  Aldwyns. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  has  been  much  dis- 
appointment about  the  Easter  fishing. '  For  nearly  a 
fortnight  the  rivers  have  been  in  full  flood,  and  in 
many  cases  bank  high.  In  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Camel  and  Fowey  there  was  some  little  sport  with  the 
fly,  but,  generally  speaking,  nothing  has  been  done 
except  in  the  shallows  and  stickles,  and  then  only 
with  worm.  In  the  Upper  Inney  on  Easter  Monday 
morning  there  were  some  fairly  good  baskets  made 
with  March  Brown  and  Pheasant  Tail,  but  the  rain 
again  fell  in  the  afternoon,  and  fishing  was  over  for 
the  day.  Tuesday  was  slightly  better,  but  only  in  the 
smaller  streams  was  there  anj"  sport.  The  Tamar  is 
altogether  too  high,  and  will  remain  so  probably  for 
three  weeks. — Bodmin. 

Daren th,  Horton  Kirhy,  etc.  —  After  several 
hours  of  careful  fishing,  both  dry  and  wet,  though 
chiefly  the  latter,  I  came  away  convinced  that  the 
fish  are  most  of  them  quite  out  of  condition  at 
present.  All  that  I  touched  certainly  were  so,  and  I 
did  not  keep  one  out.  Those  which  fastened  were  on 
the  Blue  Dun,  and  though  I  tried  various  flies,  chiefly 
Palmers- as  bob,  at  different  times  I  do  not  think  any 
of  the  rises  were  at  a  bob  fly.  No  fly  was  visible  on 
the  water  till  5.30  in  the  evening,  and  then  the  fish 
did  not  rise  to  the  Grey  Gnats  which  made  their 
appearance. — J.  P.  T. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  holiday 
angling  has  been  marred  by  the  wretched  weather 
and  the  coldness  of  the  water,  owing  to  the  snow  on 
the  moor,  the  hills  being  covered  on  Good  Friday. 
Even  now  the  river  is  too  big  for  sport,  so  intending 
visitors  should  wait  for  a  few  days  until  the  water  has 
run  down.  Mj'  last  instalment  of  notes  arrived  too 
late  for  publication,  but  there  was  recorded  the  best 
take  of  the  season,  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Salisbury,  of 
Guildford,  who  was  staying  at  Sherberton  Farm.  Last 
Saturday  week,  in  a  tributary  near  by,  he  landed 
over  a  hundred  trout,  and  on  other  days  had  good 
creels.  One  day  he  had  71b.  of  trout,  some  being 
half-pounders.  Colonel  Daubeny  has  also  done  well. 
The  first  salmon  killed  by  rod  and  line  in  the  lower 
waters  fell  to  Captain  Boj'er,  R.N.,  this  being  a 
7J-pounder  landed  near  Stretchford  with  the  minnow. 
— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.) — We  have  had  a 
heavy  flood  down  the  river,  with  snow-water  from 
the  high  moorlands,  and  do  not  think  the  fishing  will 
be  good  for  another  week  or  so,  even  if  the  weather 
keeps  fine. — H. 

Devonshil:e  Streams. — INIost  of  the  streams  are 
running  in  big  volume,  and  sport  has  been  seriously 
interfered  with.  Salmon  angling  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  better  than  last  year — or,  at  any  rate,  there  have 
been  but  few  killed.  In  the  Lydford  district  the 
holiday  season  has  been  productive  of  fairly  good  sport 
with  the  fly.  One  rod  on  Friday  (April  5)  killed  fifteen, 
including  a  grand  trout  of  l^lb.,  which  is,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  best  fish  taken  for  some  time.  Worming 
has  been  indulged  in  on  the  Carey  with  average  success, 
one  gentleman  taking  eighteen  on  Saturday  (April  6). 
The  Blue  Upright,  Maxwell,  and  March  Brown  were 
killing  flies  on  the  Tamar,  but  the  big  flood  has 
stopped  fly-fishing.  When  the  streams  have  fined 
down,  there  should  be  good  sport. — Devonian. 

Dore  and  Tributaries. — Above  are  bankful.  If 
no  more  rain  falls  will  be  in  good  order  before  this  is 
in  print. — D.  &  W.  H.  Foster,  Ashbourne. 

Dove  and  HXanifold  (Izaak  Walton  Length). — 
The  weather  here  has  been  all  against  anglers  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  consequently  verv  few  fish  have 
been  creeled.  Mr.  Knowles,  of  Avingdon,  got  a  brace 
on  Wednesday ;  Mr.  A.  H.  Roberts,  of  Santa  Magna, 
and  Mr.  R.  Oakden  a  brace  each  on  Friday  (April  5), 
and  one  and  a  half  brace  each  on  Satm-day  (April  6). 
The  weather  being  so  against  angling,  a  good  deal  of 
attention  was  given  to  golf  on  the  new  links  recently 
laid  out,  which  seems  to  be  much  appreciated  and  to 
have  filled  a  long-felt  want,  when  angling  has  been 
impossible,  of  some  outdoor  sport  to  fall  back  on.— W. 
Evans. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Sport  has  of  late  been  much 
hindered  by  keen  frosts,  cold  easterly  winds  and  snow 
broth.  Indeed,  for  several  days  not  a  single  capture 
was  recorded.  The  weather  is  now  more  genial,  and 
the  spates  we  have  had,  accompanied  by  strong 
west  winds,  have  probably  brought  a  supply  of  fresh 
fish  into  the  river,  which  is  now  in  good  trim.  Col. 
Aitchison  has  had  a  fish  of  171b.  in  the  Armathwick 
Hall  water  ;  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Armathwick  Castle,  one, 
16|lb. ;  Mr.  Graham  Sandeman,  two,  191b.  and  81b.,  at 
Syke  Foot ;  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  one,  in  the  same  water  ; 
Mr.  R.  Scott,  one  171b.,  and  Mr.  Tweddle,  one,  161b..  at 
BrockleWith.  On  Saturday  (April6),  Mr.  Homfray  landed 
three  in  the  Crosby  water,  171b.,  121b.,  91b.  Trout 
should  now  be  taking  the  fly  well,  but  the  elements 
were,  as  generally  happens,  sadly  against  the  Easter 
holiday  angler. — Silver  Geey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on 
this  river  during  the  week,  but  owing  to  the  poor 
condition  of  the  water  no  sport  has  been  obtained. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects  are  rather  more 
favourable. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  Easter  holidays 
have  proved  anything  but  tempting  to  the  anglers, 
being  rainy  and  windy  throughout.  In  spite  of  this 
some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  secured  on 
the  worm,  Mr.  Jas.  Rowdon  having  *a  nice  little  lot  of 
three  brace  from  the  Greedy  on  Monday ;  seven  salmon 
— ranging  from  71b.  to  91b. — fell  to  the  rods  leasing 
Salmon  Pool  Water  during  the  past  week,  and  a  large 
number  of  springers  have  been  taken  by  the  nets  at 
Trew's  Weir. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Easter  has  turned  out  far  more  promising  than 
was  anticipated  a  week  ago.  The  cold  seems  to  have 
moved  away  and  the  brighter  sunshine  has  brought  a 
few  anglers  to  the  waterside.  Very  little  was  done 
with  the  flies,  but  dockgrubs  and  maggots,  with  small 
worms,  were  responsible  for  the  alluring  of  a  few 
decent  fish ;  but  weather  like  fhis  will  soon  make 
the  February  Reds,  March  Browns,  and  Sand  and 
Spider  Flies  popular  for  afternoon  and  evening  fishing. 
— Limpet. 

Lea. — The  river  is  coming  down  coloured,  and  is 
being  flushed.  Th«  new  water  is  in  favour  of  trout- 
fishing,  which  opens  on  May  1.  On  account  of  the 
rough  weather  lately,  little  has  been  seen  of  moving 
trout  yet,  but  with  some  warm  sunny  days  in  evidence 
the  fish  ought  soon  to  be  showing  themselves.  It  is 
known  that  there  are  some  fine  trout  at  Hertford, 


Ware,  Rye  House,  Broxbourne,  etc.  During  the  past 
week  some  roach  and  chub  have  been  caught  in  one  of 
the  private  subscription  waters  in  an  upper  roach, 
where  coarse  fishing  is  permitted  until  the  end  of  the 
present  month.  The  Beane  opens  for  trout-fishing  on 
May  1.  The  stream  is  nice  and  fresh.  Anglers ^can 
fish  the  Stort  for  trout  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Luifg'  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite 
out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  verv 
changeable,  rain  and  hail  one  hour,  followed  by  bright 
sunshine ;  but  on  Sunday  and  Monday  night  there 
was  continual  rain  for  hours,  and  completely  upset 
any  prospect  of  fishing  with  fly  during  the  holidays, 
and  it  will  be  some  days  before  there  will  be  anv 
sport ;  certainly  not  this  week,  as  the  weather  is  still 
threatening.     The  Pinsley  is  high  and  muddy.— 

G  WYNNE. 

Lug'g',  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kin^sland). — 

The  heavy  rains  on  the  night  of  April  .3  rose  these 
rivers  considerably,  and  they  were  further  swollen  by 
the  storms  of  Saturday,  completely  destroying  any 
chance  of  fly-fishing  during  the  holidays.  These 
rivers  are  now  (Wednesday)  sufficiently  clear,  but 
much  too  high,  though  subsiding,  and  will  not  even 
with  favourable  weather  be  in  fair  order  before  the 
beginning  of  the  coming  week.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
has  been  fine  though  the  glass  is  very  low,  but  slightly 
inclined  to  rise.  Flies  on  are  March  Brown,  Februarj' 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  Spider,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Hardy  Brown. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleig'h  Salterton).— At  time  of  report- 
ing (Wednesday,  April  101  the  river  is  very  full  and 
muddy,  and  even  if  no  more  rain  should  fall  in  the 
interval  will  not  be  in  fly  fishing  order  for  the  next 
thirty-six  hours.  During  the  past  week  it  has  always 
been  full,  but  at  times  has  been  sufficiently  clear  to 
allow  fishing,  and  the  catches  have  been  good.  Easter 
Monday  was  a  wild,  stormy  day,  with  a  heavy  water, 
but  fish  rose  freely ;  one  rod  took  twenty-five  trout, 
among  which  were  some  fine,  well-conditioned  fish. 
Yesterday  (April  9)  the  water  seemed  to  be  too  full 
and  dirty,  but  there  was  a  good  rise  of  fly,  and  the  fish 
could  see  it  and  took  the  artificial  well.  One  rod  at 
Tipton  basketed  twenty,  aggregating  in  weight  6Jlb. — 
Heron. 

Plymouth. — All  the  rivers  in  our  district  have 
been  in  full  flood,  and  the  weather  very  wet  and  windy. 
Some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  Upper 
Meavy,  one  trout  weighing  over  21b.  The  Walkhan 
also  has  accounted  for  a  few  nice  fish,  but  the  Tavy 
has  shown  little  or  no  sport  except  in  the  upper  waters. 
If  we  get  a  few  days  fine  the  rivers  will  get  in  splendid 
condition,  and  the  fish  will  be  bound  to  sport,  as  there 
are  plenty  of  flies  on  the  water. — W.  Heardee. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Prom  an  angling  point  of  view  the  Easter 
holidays,  as  far  as  this  neighbourhood  is  concerned, 
have  proved  to  be  anything  but  a  success,  owing  to  the 
unpropitious  state  of  the  weather.  On  Good  Friday  it 
was  very  fine  and  mild,  but  as  the  rivers  had  not 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  previous  storms,  very 
indifferent  sport  was  obtained.  The  succeeding  day 
was .  wet  and  stormy  throughout,  and  so  much  rain 
fell  that  the  rivers  again  rose  much  too  high  for 
angling,  and-  have  continued  so  up  to  the  present 
time.  Monday  was  another  stormy  day,  but  Tuesday 
-was  much  worse,  as  storms  of  hail  and  rain  followed 
each  other  in  quick  succession,  and  which  were  in 
some  places  accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning. — 
Vyrnwy". 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours. — The 

Easter  holidays — so  long  looked  forward  to  and  for 
which  elaborate  preparations  were  made — turned  out 
a  delusion  and  a  snare.  The  weather,  that  all  im- 
portant factor  in  outdoor  sport,  was  impropitious. 
Hosts  of  anglers  were  out,  but  disappointment  was 
experienced  all  round.  The  Adur  and  Ouse  were 
flooded ;  the  tributaries  bank-high  and  clouded,  and 
the  village  pubs  materially  reaped  the  benefit.  The 
Bother  was  running  too  high  for  sport,  but  from 
report  there  are  some  good  trout  in  the  water.  I*Iany 
anglers  visited  the  harbours  in  the  hope  of  taking 
smelt  and  flat  fish.  The  best  record  that  has  come 
under  my  notice  was  one  dozen  and  a  half  smelt,  two 
flat  fish,  and  a  small  bass.  Warmer  weather  will  benefit 
both  river  and  harbour  fishing. — George  F.  Salter. 

TaflF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Only 
very  poor  sport  as  yet  with  trout.  We  have  just  had 
a  lot  of  flood- water  down.  The  net  (salmon)  fishermen 
have  not  yet  commenced  fishing  in  the  estuary. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Since  the  1st  I  have  heard  of 
fourteen  salmon  being  killed  mostly  with  the  fly, 
because  the  free  permits  of.!Mr.  Roll  only  says  fly,  but 
Host  Tarr  allows  minnow  or  fly.  Since  Friday  (April  5) 
the  Taw  is  too  high  and  dirty  ;  it  is  useless  to  fish.  In 
the  smaller  rivers  at  the  high  they  have  cleared  in  a 
few  hours,  and  a  few  takes  are  recorded.  On  Monday 
one  gentleman,  who  was  favoured  in  a  strictly  pre- 
served water,  took  a  good  basketful,  one  fish  IJlb,  and 
some  I  and  ^Ib.  fish.  I  have  heard  of  some  a  dozen 
and  other  smaller  catches — flies  killing.  Pheasant  Tail 
and  Rusty  Red.  Waters  not  so  high  for  years. — 
Rusty  Game. 
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Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  was 
going  down  nicely  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  and  was 
clearing.  Some  trout  were  seen  rising  on  Sunday  in 
the  public  water,  and  there  were  hopes  of  some  sport 
being  had  on  the  Monday  ;  but  on  Sunday  night  the 
weather  tm-ned  fearfully  rough,  and  heavy  rain  fell 
all  night,  followed  by  a  fine  day  on  Monday.  But 
the  mischief  was  done ;  the  river  began  to  rise, 
and  more  rain  on  Monday  night  settled  all 
prospects  of  any  fishing.  The  river  is  now  high 
and  muddy,  and  before  the  end  of  the  week  will 
be  in  a  flood  ;  all  prospects  of  fishing  are  at  an  end 
for  some  days  to  come  until  it  runs  down  again. — S. 
Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).  —  In  this  part  there  has  been 

very  heavy  rain,  and  with  the  rain  up  country  the 
small  streams  soon  rose  and  came  down  into  the 
Teme  with  coloured  water,  which  has  caused  the 
water  to  rise  quickly  and  become  muddy,  and  it  is 
now  out  of  order  for  fishing.  There  has  seldom  been 
such  heavy  rain  at  this  time  of  year  as  was  had  on 
Sunday  and  Monday  night,  and  the  river  rose  rapidly. 
It  is  a  great  disappointment  to  anglers,  as  on  Sunday 
there  was  a  prospect  of  sport.  The  Red  Kyre  and 
Ledwyohe  are  coloured. — Wobcesteb. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire) 
River  in  nice  order.  Good  show  of  trout.  Trout  rise 
well  from  about  11  a.m.  until  3  p.m.,  and  the  smaller 
fish  are  in  very  fair  condition.  Amongst  others  who 
have  been  out  are  Messrs.  Barker,  Terry,  and  Captain 
Yates.  Good  Friday  was  a  lovely  day.  Saturday  and 
Easter  Monday  were  about  as  bad  as  they  well  could 
be.  Tuesday  was  tolerably  fine  with  drifting  clouds. 
— Shebby  Spinnee. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Iiincolnshire).— 
Very  little  is  communicated  from  the  Wolds  district, 
but  the  finer  weather  which  set  in  with  the  holidays 
is  likely  to  have  proved  tempting  to  a  few  of  the  most 
enthusiastic.  Water  is  decidedly  warmer  than  at  this 
time  last  week,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that,  with 
weather  like  the  present,'  some  of  the  early  flies  may 
be  useful  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  better  sport  in  the  higher  waters  about 
Grantham  than  there  was  last  year.  These  waters  do 
not  stand  much  flogging,  as  there  is  little  effort  to 
recuperate  the  supply.  At  all  events,  anglers  are 
looking  for  good  things  during  next  month. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
since  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  angling,  bottom  fishing  being  the 
only  mode  of  taking  a  few  trout,  the  Derwent  being 
much  too  high  for  obtaining  even  average  baskets. 
Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing  in  the  pool  below  the  Weir, 
Matlockdale,  on  Saturday,  landed  a  trout,  its  weight 
being  l^lb.,  taken  with  a  red  worm.  If  the  weather 
becomes  warmer  and  more  settled  better  sport  may  be 
expected.  The  prospect  appears  to  be  better  now  than 
at  any  time  previous.  Useful  flies :  Olive  Dun,  Pale 
Blue  Dun,  and  Grannum  or  Green  Tail. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire). — The  weather  last  week  was,  in  a  word, 
vile,  but  the  Easter  Holiday  people  were  favoured 
with  a  brilliantly  fine  Good  Friday.  There  was, 
however,  too  much  water  in  all  our  streams,  some 
of  them  being  in  flood,  for  anglers,  and  the  few  fish 
that  were  caught  were  taken  with  the  minnow  or 
worm.  High  waters  on  Saturday  were  against 
angling,  and  on  Monday,  when  the  streams  had 
run  in  into  something  like  decent  trim,  the  day 
opened  with  rain  in  the  valleys  and  with  snow 
and  hail  on  the  hills;  this  was  followed  by  a 
gale,  which  prevailed  all  day,  making  it  a  matter 
of  impossibility  to  keep  a  fly  on  the  water.  Dishes  of 
from  six  to  eight  trout  have  been  made  up  the 
Yore.  I  got  seven  nice  fish  in  fair  condition 
with  the  Millers  Thumb,  Devon.  I  find  this  bait 
a  capital  one  in  heavy  waters.  From  three  to  four 
brace  of  trout  have  been  got  daily  by  visitors  from 
Newcastle,  Leeds,  Huddersfield,  etc.,  fishing  the  Yore 
and  Cover,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Middleham.  Very 
disappointing  reports  come  to  hand  from  the  Wharfe, 
Derwent,  Nidd,  etc.,  but  as  the  holiday  people 
are  returning  home,  the  waters  are  fining  and 
the  weather  improving.  It  was  ever  thus !  The 
only  place  I  hear  of  good  sport  has  been  on  the 
the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  waters  on  the 
Eden ;  there  on  Good  Friday  several  good  baskets  of 
trout  were  made,  also  on  Saturday,  but  on  Monday 
the  weather  was  too  boisterous  for  anything.  To-day 
(Wednesday]  I  have  seen  more  Duns  and  Browns 
on  the  Yore  than  I  have  observed  all  the  season 
so  far.  Swale.— Sport  in  the  main  river  itself  has 
been  indifferent,  but  some  of  the  jnembers  of  the 
Black  Ox  club  have  done  fairly  in  Bedale  Beck, 


Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  id.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  id.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anelers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


one  of  them,  viz.,  Mr.  James  Cutohinson,  get- 
ting the  largest  trout  ever  taken  in  this  .stream.  It 
weighed  3jlb.  It  is  being  set  up.— John  E.  Milleb 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Anglers  interested  in 
the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  snow  and  ice  are  both  cleared  out  of  these 
waters,  and  both  rivers  are  in  good  fishing  condition 
The  same  applies  to  the  tributaries— to  wit,  the  Ewes, 
Wauchope,    Stenish    waters,   Meggat,   the  Roaring 
Tarras,   which  flows  through  a  glen  of  far-famed 
picturesqueness  and  joins  the  Esk  about  two  miles 
below  Langholm,  at  the  head  of  the  far-famed  Island 
Pool,  famous  for  its  salmon  and   otters.  These 
feeders  of  the  Esk  are  specially  mentioned,  because 
each  one  is  within  easy  walking  distance  of  Lang- 
holm.    The    Hermitage,   which    is    the  principal 
tributary  of  the  Liddle,  is  nine  miles  distant  from 
Langholm,  and  is  easily  get-at-able  by  one  of  Mr.  W. 
Douglas's  four  coaches,  which  will  commence  running 
on  the  first  gliff  of  summer  weather.     All  these 
streams  are  famous  for  yellow  trout,  which  are  now 
rapidly  getting  into  good  condition;   in  fact  they 
promise  to  be  in  grand  order  before  the  latter  part  of 
the    month.     May,   however,   is  the  best  month 
for  the  district  Burn  trout,  as  the  fish  is  generally 
denominated  in  Eskdale    and  Liddesdale.  Trout 
fishing  is  being  had  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  but  nothing  has  been  recorded  in  the  Liddle. 
A    few    yellow    trout    have    been    got    in  the 
Double  water.     There  has  been  some  rain  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  and  the  rivers  have  slightly 
risen  in  volume,  a  circumstance  calculated  to  induce 
spring  salmon  to  ascend  from  the  Solway.    In  conse- 
quence of  the  wintry  character  of  the  weather  during 
the  past  and  preceding  weeks,  the  migration  of  spring 
salmon  running  up  the  Firth  was  completely  stopped, 
but  a  few  odd  salmon  were  taken  in  the  nets. 
Salmon  are  expected  to  make  a  fairly  good  show 
now  that  warmer  weather  is  setting  in.     In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  a  few  anglers  were  out 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  only  one  rod  had 
any  sport,  and  that  with  yellow  *rout.  Sea-trout 
are  beginning  to  run,  but  none  have  been  taken  that 
I  hear  of ;  a  good  spell  of  mild  weather  and  a  tearing, 
roaring  spate  would  have  beneficial  results.  Spring 
salmon  have  not  been  showing  up  to  the  time  of 
writing,  owing  principally  to  the  snell,  frosty  weather. 
Easter  angling,  as  prognosticated  by  the  seer  of  the 
Eskdale  Hotel,  was  a  decided  failure,  but  the  northerly 
winds  having  given  way  to  balmy  and  refreshing 
breezes  angling  prospects  on  both  rivers  may  be  said 
to  be  very  promising.— Gilnockie. 

Dee  (Aberdeen).- By  Telegraph,  April  11.— 
On  April  5  Mr.  Jno.  J.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  captured 
a  nice  salmon  of  121b.,  and  Dr.  Rutherford,  of  New- 
castle, one  of  71b. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  rose  and  fell 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  'water  was  not  in 
favourable  condition  for  angling.  Sport  was  poor, 
but  now  that  the  weather  is  becoming  more  milder 
prospects  are  encouraging.  Sir  Arthur  Clay,  Bart., 
and  Lady  Clay  have  arrived,  and  also  Mr.  Edward 
Aitken.  Recently  an  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  the  net  fishing  on  the  coast,  but  the  fishing  on  the 
river  continues  backward.  From  some  of  the  river 
stations  only  a  few  trout  were  caught,  and  very  few 
salmon.  On  the  coast  stations  the  yield  is  the  best 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  a  large  box 
has  been  sent  daily  this  week  to  the  London  market. 
The  salmon  are  of  heavier  weight  than  those  of  last 
year,  and  of  capital  quality.  Some  of  them  scale  over 
201b.,  and  the  average  would  be  101b.  to  121b.  Trout 
average  over  lib.    A  small  box  of  fish  was  consigned 

from  the  Gardenstown  fishings  on  Wednesday.  H.  W. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— Angling  from  the 
above  hotel,  on  March  23,  Captain  Edwards-Moss  had 
twelve  sea-trout,  201b.,  heaviest  fish  51b.,  on  Loch 
Horisary.  On  Loch  Skealtair,  on  April  8,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hayes  had  a  salmon  of  111b.,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  V.  Ford 
had  three  sea-trout,  51b. — T.  D.  McGregor. 

Lochness  (Foyers).— Fishing  on  March  25,  Mr. 
Tilston  killed  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  April  1,  Mr. 
Broad,  of  London,  killed  one  of  8^1b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin),  N.B.— March  27,  Colonel 
J.  C.  Dalton,  one  salmon,  191b.  March  30,  Colonel 
J.  C.  Dalton,  two,  161b.  and  171b.  ;  Sir  David 
Richmond,  one,  181b.  April  3,  Mr.  H.  Horwood, 
fishing  for  Mrs.  Berger,  four,  211b.,  211b.,  201b.,  and 
171b.  April  4,  Miss  Goddard,  one,  251b.  ;  Master  H. 
Berger,  one,  191b.  April  5,  Mr.  Berger,  one,  251b.— 
H.  J.  Maisey. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (Thurso,  N.B.).— On  April  1, 
Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  of  91b. 
on  Beat  No.  2  ;  Mr.  Christy,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5  ; 
and  Sir  Walter  Corpet,  Skelpiok  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6. 
On  April  2,  Mr.  Campbell  landed  one  on  No.  2; 
on  April  3,  Mr.  Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  two 
salmon  on  Beats  2  and  3 ;  and  Mr.  Christy,  Syre  Lodge, 
two  on  No.  1.  On  April  4,  Mr.  Johnson  landed  two 
salmon  on  No.  3  ;  on  April  5,  Mr.  Christy  had  a  salmon 
on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  Johnson  two  on  No.  5.    On  April 


6,  Mr.  Christy  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  4  ;  and  Sir 
Walter  Corpet 'two  on  No.  5.  The  last  named  angler. 
Sir  Walter  Corpet,  only  arrived  at  Skelpiok  Lodge  a 
few  days  ago  for  three  weeks'  angling  on  the  Naver  ; 
and  Mr.  R.  Allison  Johnson,  tenant  of  Skelpick,  shoot- 
ing and  angling  (two  rods),  arrived  on  April  4.— B. 

Uorth-East  of  Scotland.— The  floods  are  now 
subsiding  and  sport  in  the  ascendant  all  over.  On  the 
Braemar  waters  Colonel  Brancket  creeled  one  of  81b. 
and  another  of  101b.  On  the  Dinnet  section  four  fish 
were  creeled  on  Friday  (April  5)  by  Mr.  Parker 
Rhodes,  Miss  Rhodes,  and  others,  and  three  on 
Saturday  (April  6).  Mr.  W.  P.  Campbell  creeled  a 
fine  fish  here  on  Saturday  (April  6),  scaling  271b.  On 
the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Coates'  party  are  now  be- 
ginning to  have  fair  sport.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel 
water,  Mr.  McCorkdale  creeled  two  nice  salmon  of  71b. 
and  121b.,  respectively.  On  the  Kin  O'Neil  section 
only  an  odd  fish  has  been  got  here  and  there.— Don.— 
The  river  is  full  of  snow-water,  but  it  has  gone  back 
several  feet  since  Friday  (April  5),  and  although  likely 
to  run  big  for  eight  or  ten  days,  yet  it  will  now  fish  fairly 
well  and  be  all  the  better  for  salmon  getting  over  the 
dam  dykes  and  other  obstructions.  On  the  Grandholm 
water,  Mrs.  Brinckman  creeled  a  good  few  finnock  and 
sea-trout,  while  an  odd  fish  or  two  has  been  got  on 
the  Kintore,  Inverurie,  and  Kemnay  reaches.  The 
fly  is  now  on  the  water,  and  in  a  "day  or  two  the 
brown  trout  season  will  be  in  full  force. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— On  March  25,  Col. 
the  Hon.  W.  Coke,  London,  landed  an  81b.  salmon  on 
Rock  Pool;  and  on  April  1,  another  8-pounder  on 
Lang  well  Pool.  On  April  2,  Mr.  G.  .  W.  Hartley, 
Argyllshire,  caught  two  of  sjlb.  and  61b.  on  Rock 
Pool.  On  April  3,  Mr.  Langmore,  Leicester,  had  a 
14-pounder  on  Langwell  Pool.  On  April  4,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Hartley  got  one  of  8Jlbs.  on  Brae  Pool ;  and  on  April 
5,  Mr.  Christie  landed  two  salmon  of  8Jlb.  and  131b. 
on  same  cast.  Weather  has  been  very  severe,  but  now 
improving. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran). — The  severe  weather  which  pre- 
vailed over  this  district  during  the  past  month  and 
beginning  of  the  present  has  now  given  place  to 'fine 
spring  weather.  The  severity  of  the  season  has  been 
exceptional  at  so  late  a  time  of  the  year.  Several 
roads  were  blocked  by  snow-wreaths,  and  the  tempera- 
ture was  abnormally  low — ranging  from  20deg.  of 
frost  at  sea-level  to  27deg.  two  miles  inland.  Such 
has  not  been  recorded  within  living  memory.  Despite 
these  adverse  circumstances  a  good  number  of  salmon, 
ranging  from  91b.  to  31Jlb.,  have  been  landed  with  the 
rod  by  Dr.  Almond,  one  of  the  most  successful  anglers 
in  the  north. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — In  the  upper  stretches  of  the 
different  streams  an  hour  or  two  was  had  with  the  fly 
between  the  spates.  The  Annan  has  been  in  full  flood 
over  the  Easter  holidays,  and  sport  has  been  very 
indifferent.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  caught  three  yellow 
trout  with  the  fly  on  Good  Friday,  and  another  angler 
had  a  small  lot  on  Tuesday.  On  Wednesday  morning 
the  river  was  again  entirely  out  of  order  and  very 
muddy  during  the  morning.  Bait  fishers  had  a  few 
trout  on  Monday  in.  the  higher  reaches.  Sea-trout 
are  beginning  to  run,  but  it  will  be  some 
weeks  before  they  are  taken  with  rod  a,nd 
line.  In  the  Nith  continual  floods  have  prevailed 
since  last  week's  notes,  and  sport  has  been  very 
poor  on  all  the  stretches.  In  the  upper  waters  a 
number  of  rods  were  out  on  the  holidays,  and  secured 
small  baskets  of  yellow  trout,  chiefly  with  the  worm 
bait  and  minnow.  In  the  Sanquhar  portion  small 
catches  were  made  with  bait.  In  the  mid  Nithsdale 
stretch  below  Thornhill  a  number  of  rods  were  out,  and 
some  trout  were  taken.  In  the  Galloway  rivers 
floods  have  prevailed  almost  daily  since  last 
week,  and  the  waters  have  been  out  of  order. 
On  the  Ayrshire  rivers  many  anglers  were  out 
during  the  week.  With  the  disturbed  streams  bait 
fish  is  the  principal  lure  ;  all  the  baskets  were  light  and 
did  not  number  over  ten  trout.  On  the  Solway  the 
poke  net  fishermen  have  been  doing  pretty  well  among 
salmon  ;  a  number  of  beautiful  spring  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  nets  near  Annan,  all  of  light  weights. — 
Heather  Bell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  a  snowstorm  which 
has  been  experienced  on  Speyside,  followed  by  a  thaw, 
sport  was  poor.  From  the  Pitcroy  water  on  Monday 
(April  1)  Mr.  Wm.  Green,  fisherman,  landed  a  salmon 
of  6Jlb. ;  on  Friday  (April  5)  one  of  81b. ;  and  on 
"Saturday  (April  6)  another  of  the  same  weight ;  while 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  Daun,  gamekeeper,  killed  one  of  91b., 
and  on  Thursday  (April  4)  one  of  71b.  The  river  is 
now  in  good  order  and  appearance  of  a  good  few  fish, 
but  weather  still  cold  and  changeable. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Angling  has  not  Ijeen  so  successful,  owing  chiefly 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  Towards  the 
end  of  last  week  the  rivers  began  to  get  into  good 
fishing  order,  and  although  running  rather  heavy,  a 
few  fish  were  caught  on  some  of  the  shallower  casts 
on  April  4.  On  the  Ednam  House  Water,  Mr.  Jas. 
Tait  had  two,  9Jlb.  and  6Jlb.,  and  on  the  following 
day  one  of  91b.  On  the  Sprouston  and  Hendersyde 
Water  very  little   sportj  has  been  had,  only  one 
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salmon  being  caught  during  the  week.  Ou  Makers- 
toun  Water  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  one  of  81b. 
on  April  6.  The  Teviot  has<  fished  better.  On 
April  4  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  had  one  of  61b.,  and 
on  the  6th  he  had  splendid  sport,  killing  four 
salmon,  losing  another,  and  returning  three  kelts, 
the  weights  being  61b.,  91b.,  101b.  and  171b.,  the  latter 
being  the  largest  spring  salmon  caught  this  season. 
On  Monday  the  rivers  again  flooded  to  the  extent  of 
four-and-a-half  feet,  and  spoilt  all  chance  of  salmon 
fishing  up  till  now.  The  rivers  falling  very  slowly. 
Trout  fishers  have  been  busy,  and  some  very  good  takes 
have  been  got,  mostly  with  worm  and  a  few  with  fly. 
On  the  Teviot  on  Saturday  (April  6)  Mr.  Duncan  Hill 
had  101b.,  and  on  Wednesday  he  had  81b.  On  the 
Tweed  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Geo.  Pairbairn  had  61b. ;  Mr. 
E.  Bond,  91b,  ;  Mr.  J.  Cant,  91b. ;  Mr.  A.  Steel,  jun., 
71b. ;  Mr.  Rowley,  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  61b. ;  Mr.  Stewart, 
5Jlb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baudon  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  excellent 
order,  and  good  sport  on  all  parts.  On  Carrigmore 
Fishery,  on  April  5,  Colonel  Barclay  took  three — 
121b.,  8^1b.,  81b.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bann. — The  continual  rains  of  the  past  ten  days 
have  caused  this  river  to  rise  higher  than  it  has  done 
for  the  past  forty  years  in  April.  A  rise  of  ten  inches 
more  would  cause  it  again  to  reach  the  exceptionally 
high  -water  mark  of  the  past  winter.  Hundreds  of 
families  have  been  ruined  around  the  shores  of  Lough 
Neagh  who  have  to  depend  on  their  farms  for  a  living. 
These  farms  have  been  submerged  since  last  November, 
and  are  likely  to  continue  so  till  it  will  be  too  late 
for  cropping  this  season.  This  is  all  caused  by  the 
weir  wall  at  Kilrea,  that  prevents  the  free  discharge 
of  the  river  and  destroys  15J "miles  of  the  best  salmon 
and  trout  angling  water  in  Ireland.  No  trout  have 
yet  been  taken  on  the  fly  on  any  of  the  reaches 
as  they  will  not  rise  till  some  natural  flies  appear  on 
the  surface.  Little  has  been  done  for  the  past  week 
on  the  large  tributaries  Mane,  Moyola,  Ballinderry, 
and  Blackwater,  as  these  have  been  kept  discoloured 
by  the  continual  rains. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  weather,  though  it  is  still  rather  cold  for 
successful  trouting.  The  heavy  rain  spoiled  the 
Easter  holidays,  most  of  the  rivers  being  heavy  and 
thick.  On  three  days  last  week  Mr.  S.  Falkener, 
fishing  Crumlin  River,  creeled  sixty  odd  trout  from 
lib.  to  fib.  On  ClQdy,  Messrs.  S.  G.  Taylor,  W. 
Graham,  R.  M'Cord,  and  your  correspondent,  were  out 
several  days  with  indiSerent  results,  owing  to  the  cold 
winds.  On  Easter  Monday,  in  wretched  weather,  the 
North  East  Ulster  Club  had  a  trouting  competition  at 
Clogh  Roads.  The  club  cup  and  first  prize  were  won 
by  Mr.  John  Woods  ;  second  prize  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Scott ; 
third  prize  by  Mr.  W.  Saunderson  ;  and  consolation 
prize  by  Mr.  Herbert  Thompson. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section).— When  writing  my 
report  last  week  it  was  raining  heavily,  with  every 
prospect  of  a  good  flood.  Unfortunately  the  weather 
cleared  shortly  afterwards,  and  the  little  rise  of  water 
that  followed  furthered  the  interests  of  the  netsmen 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  rather  than  those  of 
the  angler.  Fair  sport,  however,  has  been  had  on  one 
or  two  fisheries.  On  Slane  Castle  water  Captain 
Coppinger  has  caught  seven  or  eight  fish,  from  101b.  to 
201b.  each.  On  Ardmulchan  the  fisherman  Murphy 
has  had  four  or  five  of  average  weights.  On  Upper 
Black  Castle  Water  Mr.  Francis  Ley  has  taken 
fifteen,  of  231b.,  201b.,  19Jlb.,  181b.,  171b.,  16Jlb.,  151b., 
121b.,  111b.,  111b.,  111b.,  111b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and  91b. 
Mrs.  Ley,  one  of  171b.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson,  four 
of  13Jlb.,  111b.,  111b.,  101b.,  and  the  fisherman  two,  of 
301b.  and  111b.  Total  22  for  the  week.  On  Lower 
Black  Castle  the  'guests  of  Mr.  Trevor i Roberts  have 


had  two,  including  one  of  281b.  On  the  Boyne  Mills 
water  Mr.  Solater  has  taken  several  fish,  including 
one  of  29Jlb. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  weather  im- 
proved towards  the  end  of  the  past  week,  but  all  the 
lakes  and  rivers  in  the  locality  contain  too  much 
water  for  successful  angling.  One  of  the  fishermen, 
W.  Despard,  took  one  salmon  weigliing  121b.,  and 
T.  Gilroy,  another  of  the  fishermen,  landed  five 
salmon  of  131b.,  8Jlb.,  101b.,  121b.,  and  91b.  Mr. 
C.  I.  Singleton,  the  owner  of  the  fishery,  landed  two 
fine  spring  salmon  of  121b.  and  131b.  on  April  4  and  6. 
Trouting  was  good  on  the  river,  and  the  river  is  now 
in  order.  On  Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week 
the  water  of  Lough  Melvin  was  much  discoloured, 
which  was  entirely  against  the  chances  of  sport.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Troupe  took  one  salmon  of  8Jlb.  on  April  6,  and 
Mr.  W.  G.  took  another  of  111b.  on  same  day.  Mr. 
P.  Humphrey  took  a  fine  brown  trout  of  6Jlb.,  and 
several  smaller  ones.  Trolling  on  April  5,  Mr.  H. 
Phillips  took  one  salmon  of  81b.  on  same  day.  Captain 
F.  W.  Jones  took  several  fine  trout  on  fly  on  April  6, 
amongst  them,  a  handsome  Gillarooe  trout  of  2Jlb. 
Trout  are  fairly  well  on  the  rise,  and  the  lake  is  now 
in  fishing  order,  and  sport  good. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Caragh  Lake  (co.  Kerry).— On  Friday,  April  5, 
Doctor  Hamilton  Allen  took  four  salmon,  total  weight 
361b.,  on  the  McGillcuddy  preserves.  Upper  Caragh. 
April  4,  Mr.  Harvey,  thirty-six  trout ;  April  5,  twenty- 
four  trout ;  April  6,  thirty-six  trout.  April  8,  Colonel 
Longfiel,  twenty-eight  trout.  April  8,  Mr.  Piper,  one 
121b.  salmon  on  the  Lower  Caragh.  Mr.  McCann, 
twentj'-four  trout.  All  staying  at  the  Southern  Hotel. 
— G.  C. 

Corrib  (Galway).  —  Since  Tuesday  the  weather 
has  moderated,  and  the  general  prospects  of  salmon 
fishing  have  much  improved.  Up  to  date  sport  has 
been  disappointing,  but  this  is  not  due  to  lack  of 
fish,  for  salmon  are  more  plentiful  than  is  usual  at 
this  time  of  year. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — During  the  Easter  holidays 
both  the  Blackwater  and  Ballinderry  were  out  of  form 
for  fly-fishing.  Bait  fishers  had  fair  success  on  the 
latter  river  with  white  grub  and  worm — the  black 
head  for  preference.  Trout  seem  a  bit  more  plentiful 
now  in  the  lowei;  sections  of  the  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Some  fine 
trout  were  taken  on  the  Erne  at  Belleek  during  the 
past  week,  the  largest  S^lb. ;  the  river  is  still  running 
high.  The  weather  is  fine  at  time  of  writing. — M. 
Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order  and 
fish  taking  freely:  on  Moshonaglass,  Mr.  Pym,  six, 
181b.,  151b.,  151b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b. ;  on  Lord  Bandon's, 
Colonel  Trotman,  six,  181b.,  151b.,  121b.,  111b.,  lOJlb., 
101b.,  and  Captain  Warren,  two,  161b.,  101b.;  on 
Williams's  Water,  Dr.  Williams  (Liverpool)  four,  and 
J.  Royston  (Liverpool)  three ;  on  Warren's  Court, 
J.  A.  Jameson,  four,  141b.,  121b.,  111b.,  101b.  ;  on  Oak 
Grove,  G.  M.  levers,  six,  181b.,  141b.,  141b.,  141b.,  111b., 
lUb. ;  on  Nettleville,  H.  Welch  'Thornton,  eleven, 
111b.,  101b.,  9Jlb.,  9|lb.,  91b.,  8Jlb.,  81b.,  81b.,  7Jlb., 
7|lb.,  6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Beamish,  one,  121b.  ;  Colonel  Bro- 
derick,  two,  161b,,  121b.,  and  Richard  Nettles,  six, 
111b.,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  9Jlb.,  91b.,  8Jlb. ;  on  Leehans, 
Commander  Steward,  R.N.,  two,  61b.,  141b.  ;  J.  Bullen, 
two,  SJlb.,  71b.,  Samuel  Haynes,  one,  101b. ;  on 
Fargus,'Major  Adamson,  two,  101b.,  7^1b. ,  H.  Austen, 
two,  lljlb.,  8ilb.  ;  on  Powdermill  Stream,  R.  Duns- 
combe,  one,  101b.,  Major  Barton, three, 91b.,  111b.,  lljlb.; 
on  Clashaneur,  Kyrl  Allen,  two,  lljlb.,  111b.,  M.  Lyons, 
one,  121b. ;  on  Connels,  J.  MacAuliff,  two,  101b., 
101b.,  J.  Caulfield,  51b.  On  the  Sullane,  at  Macroom, 
some  good  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  free  water, 
Mr.  J,  Barry,  three,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  Captain 
Warren,  one,  lO^lb. — W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- 
Sport  is  now  being  obtained  on  the  above  waters ;  the 
best  take  being  one  of  three  dozen  brown  trout  on 
April  7,  had  on  Coppal  by  J.  T.  Sullivan.  The  fish 
averaged  Jib.— T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — Since 
the  season  opened  on  the  Mourne  on  April  1  very 
little  has  been  done,  the  river  being  heavy  in  flood  and 
unfishable.  If  no  more  rain  falls  it  will  be  in  trim  by 
the  end  of  the  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel,  Ballina,  Water.— Fishing  has  been 
bad  since  my  last  report,  owing  to  the  very  rough 
weather  we  are  having  here.  There  are  lots  of  fish  in 
the  pools,  but  won't  rise  to  the  fly  or  spoon.  If  the 
waters  fell  a  little  there  would  be  some  sport.  Fishing 
on  the  Lough  is  bad  also  up  to  the  present. — John 
Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Since  my  last  report  the  river  has  not 
improved,  but  is  sure  to  be  in  fishing  order  in  a  few 
days,  as  the  weather  has  taken  up  fine.  There  are 
plenty  of  fresh  fish  in  the  different  pools.  The  loughs 
are  at  least  two  feet  too  high  for  any  sport  to  be 
expected. — Pat  Heaknes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Salmon- 
fishing  has  been  very  indifferent  this  week,  only  three 
fish,  weighing  221b.,  181b.,  and  131b.,  having  been  taken. 
Water  much  too  high.    Mr.  B.  Buckworth,  of  Windsor, 


and  his  little  son.  Master  Theo  Buckworth,  have 
arrived  for  the  fishing.  Mr.  Buckworth  has  rented, 
for  April,  all  of  the  late  Major  Trahernes  preserves. 
He  has  secured,  for  same  period,  my  mile  reach  of 
salmon  and  trout  water. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — So  far  the  fishing  has 
shown  an  improvement  on  last  season's  return,  both 
as  regards  the  total  number  of  salmon  and  the  average. 
The  heaviest  fish  this  season  turned  the  scale  at  411b., 
and  was  taken  by  a  lady  angler.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G. 
C.  Willi  ams  on  Marh  30  killed  one  salmon,  29Ib. : 
April  9,  one  salmon,  141b.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
on  April  3  killed  one  salmon,  141b.  On  Nowgarden 
Mr.  Guy  Francis  on  Apiil  2  killed  one  salmon,  151b. ; 
on  the  3rd,  two  salmon,  81b.  and  2Glb.  On  the  same 
water  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  on  the  8th  killed  one 
salmon  191b. ;  9th,  one  salmon,  IGlb.  On  Hermitage 
Mr.  W.  P.  Jones  on  the  4th  killed  one  salmon,  12Jlb.  ; 
5th,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;  8th,  one  salmon,  20iib. ;  9th, 
one  salmon,  121b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  three  salmon 
were  taken,  8th,  one  salmon,  20^1b. ;  9th,  two  salmon, 
151b.  and  411b.  On  the  Worldseud  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart 
on  the  6t.h  killed  one  salmon,  261b.  On  Landscape 
one  salmon,  91b.,  was  killed  on  the  8th.  The  measure- 
ments of  the  411b.  salmon  were ;  length,  45  inches, 
girth,  26J  inches. — John  Enri(;ht  &  Son. 

■Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Owing  to  continued 
unfavourable  weather  sport  has  been  poor  on  Lough 
Cm'rane,  especially  at  salmon  —  only  a  few 
being  had  during  the  last  week.  Brown  trout  have 
given  fair  sport  during  the  favourable  intervals,  and 
some  rainbow  trout  have  been  had.  The  prospects  are 
rather  brighter  at  time  of  writing,  though  the  weather 
is  keeping  unsettled.  A  few  salmon  have  been  had  on 
the  Cummeragh,  by  anglers  out  from  the  Bayview 
Hotel.  As  the  latter  water  continues  in  order,  salmon 
should  give  sport  on  it  for  the  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux. — April  6. — Since  last  note  there  has 
been  but  one  fishing  day — on  the  2nd — when  the 
Stockalper  water  was  rather  too  clouded  for  flies 
except  on  the  shallows ;  the  other  inland  waters  being 
quite  dirty.  I  did  not  meet  any  fellow  anglers  fishing 
(as  there  was  a  big  golf  match  on),  and  I  only  had 
short  interviews  with  ten  or  twelve  snappy  trout, 
several  of  them  leap-frogging  over  the  flies  whereby 
one  was  hooked  externally.  Some  of  these  were  nice 
fish,  of  which  about  half  were  sufficiently  adhesive  to 
come  to  bag.  Plenty  of  Duns  appeared  on  the  water,  but 
were  little  noticed,  larger  artificials  (Coch-y-Bondhus 
well  raddled)  proving  more  attractive.  The  small 
torrents  near  are  full,  rolling  down  stones,  .\valanches 
have  occurred  on  both  sides  of  the  lake  valley.  There 
is  thunder  in  the  air,  and  the  lake  gulls  have  all  disap- 
peared since  yesterday. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth.  —  We  have  had  very  rough  weather 
here  during  the  week,  and  very  little  pier  fishing  has 
been  carried  on.  All  the  drift  boats  are  now  fitted 
out  for  mackerel,  and  are  off  to  the  westward.  Steam 
trawlers  have  been  landing  some  fair  catches  from  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  and  they  find  such  an  advantage  from 
steam  that  several  companies  are  adapting  it  to  their 
drift  boats  as  they  are  totally  indifferent  to  the 
weather,  and  can  soon  run  to  port  with  their  fish, 
wind  or  not.  The  days  of  the  old  sailing  boats  seem 
to  be  doomed. — W.  Heahdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Weather  has  been  unpropitious  for  the 
holidays,  heavy  winds  amounting  nearly  to  gales,  and 
a  few  who  braved  the  elements  have  had  but  very  light 
creels. — Geey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — We  have  had  very  stormy  weather 
during  the  past  fortnight,  and  fishing  of  any  kind 
almost  entirely  in  abeyance.  Cod-fish  taken  by  steam 
trawlers  have  been  fetching  record  prices,  even  up  to 
£8  10s.  per  "score." — H. 


IReports  from  Clubs* 

Reports  (to  ensure  irtsertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

LAST  WEEK'S  LATE  REPORTS. 

As  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  obliged  to  go  to  press 
on  Wednesday  night  instead  of  Thursday  night  (owing 
to  the  Easter  holidays)  several  reports  were  received 
too  late  for  insertion.    The  following  is  a  summary  : — 

Amicable  Brothers. — On  Jilarch  31  Mr.  F.  Harding 
weighed  in  a  small  roach  in  the  A.B.S.  competition. 
The  secretary  was  directed  to  decline  the  invitation  of 
the  A. A.  to  become  enrolled  on  its  books.  An  .A.B.S. 
concert  will  take  place  on  April  29. — G.  Haynes. 

Bermondsey  Brothers. — On  .Vpril  1  the  members 
(in  company  with  Host  Shepherd)  travelled  by  brake 
to  the  Amicable  Waltonians'  visit.  Nineteen  clubs 
were  represented,  and  a  substantial  ainount  added  to 
the  prize  fund.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  sen.,  ably  occupied 
the  chair,  and  some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered. 
— 0.  J.  Piggott. 
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ANDERSONS' 

Gold  Medat  and  Special  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &g. 


April  13,  1901. 


ONE 

GOLD 

THREE 

SILVER 
MEDALS 
PARIS, 

1900. 


THE  "NEYERSLIP"  BROGUE 


A  light  Shoe  Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and  hobbed 
Heels,  to  give  a  sure  foothold  on  Slippery  Eocks, 
22s.  6d.  per  pair. 


EVERY 
REQUISITE 

IN 

WATERPROOF and  RUBBER 

FOB  THE 

ANGLER. 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  49/6 

for  Hard^Wear." 
No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
for  Light  Summer  Wear. 
These  Waders  were  highly 
commended  in  ihe'Ficld. 


;1901  Pattern. 


"QUARTERDECK"  BOOTS 

Pure  Eubber,  lined  leather,  with 
,  leather  feet  and  soles. 
Price  52s.  6d.  per  pair. 


FISHING 
TROUSERS. 

No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recojnmend  for  HARD 
WEAR,  49s.  6d. 
No.  2  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  JIBDIUM 
WORK,  42s. 
No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality, 
being  very  light,  are  intended 
for  LIGHT  SUMMER 
WEAR,  37s.  6d. 

No.  4  .  quality,  for 
ROUGH  MEDIUM 
WORK,  35s. 

No.  5  quality,  for 
MEDIUM  WORK, 


OLD  MEDA( 

Waders 


CUARIk^TEEDi 


ENT(  STa  HALL  A. AS  &. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Medal  (Qualities,  31s.  6d. 

27s.  6d.,  and  24s.  6d.  per  pair. 
Nos.  4  &  5,  ordinary  qualities,  19s.  6d.  *  15s.  6d. 


25s. 


The  Improved 

"BUCKLAND" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JACKETS, 

34  and  37  ins.  long. 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number. 


When  ordering  WADERS 
by  post  Customers  should  state 
height,  length  of  fork,  size 
round  waist,  and  give  outline 
of  foot  or  state  size  o^  boot. 

When  ordering  BROGUES 
it  is  better  to  send  us  one  of 
your  Waders. 

BOOTS  or  "  BUCKLAND  " 
WADERS,  send  an  easy  fit- 
ting boot  or  send  size  of 
same. 

We  allow  5  per  cent  dis- 
count (Is.  in  the  £1)  for 
prompt  cash  payment. 


V  STA.HftLL.  ANDERSONS 'LfliJOOM 


SOLID  BUILT  "BUCKLAND  " 
GDMBINATIGN  WADING  BOOTS. 

No.  1,  Gold  Medal'quality, 
84s.  per  pair. 
Nos.  2  &  4  qualities,  55s.  *  37s.  6d. 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 


THE 


VEEY  BEST  QUALITY 

for  the 
HARDEST  WEAR. 

Price  30s. 
per  pair. 

.Size        32s.  6d. 


w\".I.^pKs.  India  Rubber  and  Wat^rproo^  Manu7a7tuTers'  3^0"™"™  EX. 


HAMPSHIRE- 
FISHING 
JACKET. 

25s. 


1901  Pattern 

"NON-SLIPPING 
PIKE "  BOOTS. 

Good  sound  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply 
grooved  soles  (arrow 
pattern),  which  pre- 
vent side  slipping, 
nails  in  heels. 

As  suggested  and  used 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 
Ladies', 

18  -i.  6d.  per  pair. 
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Bebmokdsey  Cokstitutional  Glub. — This  society 
was  formed  on  April  3,  when  twenty  members  were 
enrolled.  Several  prominent  South  London  anglers 
were  present,  and  the  young  society  augurs  well  for 
success. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Bloomsbuby  Beothebs. — On  March  31  Mr.  C.  Davis 
weighed  in  some  nice  roach.  April  10  was  quarterly 
night. — T.  Patebnostee. 

Cambeidge  Heath  Bbothebs. — Messrs.  L.  Stephen- 
son and  R.  Hubbard  won  prizes  in  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition. The  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  May  1.  Our 
return  visit  will  take  place  on  the  29th  inst. 

Caelton. — Our  A.B.S.  concert  and  distribution  is 
fixed  for  Thursday,  April  18,  instead  of  on  the  11th. — 
W.  B.  F. 

Clifton. — During  the  close  season  the  members  are 
going  for  pigeon  shooting  and  sea  fishing  competitions. 
The  first  shooting  match  came  off  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bury,  and  the  next  sea  outing  will  take  place  on 
April  16. — E.  0.  Addison. 

Ceystal  Palace  A.S. — On  April  1  the  committee 
discussed  the  question  of  restocking  and  presentation 
of  fish  to  the  Crystal  Palace  lakes.  The  Penge  A.S. 
are  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Crystal  Palace 
A.S.,  the  object  being  to  protect  the  rainbow  trout 
recently  placed  in  the  Oreat  Lake,  and  to  return  all 
that  may  be  caught  during  the  first  year.  It  has  also 
been  decided  to  return  all  undersized  fish  in  the 
future.  The  next  meeting  -will  take  place  on  April  18, 
when  all  anglers  interested  in  the  scheme  will  be 
welcomed  at  the  Alma-Hotel,  Church-road,  Norwood. 

— W.  A.  NOEBILL. 

Golden  Baebel. — On  April  2  tha  officers  for  ensuing 
season  were  elected.  The  supper  and  distribution 
is  fixed  for  May  1.  Honorary  members  requiring 
privilege  tickets  are  requested  to  send  cash  in  addition 
to  annual  subscription. — A.  Bllins. 

Good  Intent. — Oh  March  24  Mr.  J.  Lloyd  won  a 
prize  in  the  Lea  competition.  Mr.  Ball,  on  March  31, 
had  a  chub  of  41b.  4oz.  at  St.  Margaret's,  but  not  in 
the  competition. — R.  Muephy. 

_  Izaak  Walton. — Only  one  of  the  prizes  was  taken 
on  March  31.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
disposal  of  remaining  prizes. — H.  B. 

Lincoln. — On  Wednesday,  April  17,  a  strong  muster 
is  requested  to  arrange  date  for  dinner  and  other 
important  business. — -W.  Watling. 

Liveepool  City  A.A. — The  Provincial  Angling 
Association  on  their  periodical  visit  to  Liverpool  were 
entertained  by  the  affiliated  clubs  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  City  Angling  Association.  Amongst  the  general 
business  an  item  of  interest  was  that  the  Provincial 
intend  holding  a  match  at  Nantwich  on  Aug.  17,  the 
sum  of  £30  to  be  given  in  prizes.  Our  last  competition 
was  won  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins,  who  generously 
returned  the  prize,  an  addition  to  his  already  liberal 
donations  to  the  prize  list. — Roach  Pole. 

Navigation  (Bueton-on-Tebnt). — Some  good  fish 
were  captured  during  the  last  week  of  the  season  by 
Messrs.  R.  Markham,  W.  Nash,  and  others.  We  have 
arranged  to  give  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  A  special 
meeting  for  alteration  of  rules  on  the  10th  inst.  We 
are  in  negotiation  for  a  length  of  good  trout  water. — 
Thomas  Gee. 

Oglandbe. — On  April  2  a  series  of  sea  fishing  prizes 
was  arranged  to  be  fished  for  during  the  holidays. 
The  standard  of  the  "  Greshamites"  has  been  adopted 
with  regard  to  sizes  of  takeable  fish.  -  H.  W.  Moegan. 

Stepney.— On  A^sril  12  the  election  of  officers  took 
place,  and  some  other  important  business  transacted. 
-W.  Beattie. 

Sundial.  On  April  9  the  auditor's  report  and 
balance-sheet  were  read,  and  final  arrangements  made 
for  annual  supper. — G.  E.  Lock. 


Anglees'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
West  Ham  Brothers,  Coach  and  Horses,  The  Grove, 
Stratford,  on  Monday  next,  April  15.  Anglers,  and 
friends  who  will  favour  us  with  their  company  will 
oblige. — G.  Manning. 

Anglees'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  goes  to  the  North  London 
Angling  Society,  at  the  Rising  Sun,  Brooksby-street, 
Liv;erpool-road,  Islington,  on  Tuesday,  April  23. — 
Ben  Abeahams. 

Anglees'  Association  (Western  District).  The 
next  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  23, 
to  the  Elgin  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Grasshopper, 
Kennington  Park-road.  All  are  welcome. — J.  Haeeis. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — Thieteenth  Lea 
Competition. — Donors  of  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by 
forwarding  the  same  to  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  Holywell- 
row,  Finsbury,  E.C.  Postal  orders  to  S.  Malby,  9, 
Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N.,  payable  at  Kingsland 
High-street,  N. — S.  Malby. 

Abeecobn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Will  members  please  note  that 
our  general  meeting  takes  place  on  April  23,  when  I 
hope  members  will  attend  in  force. — A.  Paintee. 

Allason  United  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
The  auditor's  report  was  passed,  and  proved  to  be 
satisfactory.    Otter  Wheeler  had  about  thirty-six  fiat- 


fish  from  Southend.  A  special  meeting  takes  place 
on  April  17  at  9  p.m.  to  fix  date  of  our  eleventh 
annual  dinner,  etc. — Ben  Aisuahams. 

Amicable  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-square. — The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  will  take  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Monday,  April  29.  We  had  previously  arranged  to 
have  a  smoking  concert  on  the  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. 
on  that  date,  which  has  been  notified  in  the  angling 
journals,  we  therefore  intend  to  hold  them  both  on 
that  evening,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  bumper  on  that 
occasion. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchoe  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — At  a  meeting  on  10th 
inst.,  with  Mr.  J.  Jones  presiding,  the  balance  sheet 
was  read  and  adopted,  the  financial  position  being  very 
sound.  The  following  officers  were  elected,  Messrs.  C. 
Watkins  and  W.  J.  Wade,  Trustees;  Committee, 
Messrs.  H.  Mallett,  Senr.  and  Junr.,  J.  Jones,  C. 
Cannar,  F.  Martin,  J.  Farmer,  B.  C.  Booth,  and 
Hamilton;  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  Arrow.  The  Bohemian 
Concert  in  aid  of  T.A.P.S.,  fixed  for  29th  inst., 
promises  well.  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  will  be  chairman,  and 
a  splendid  programme  is  already  assured.  The  annual 
Dinner  was  suggested  for  May  16,  and  distribution  of 
prizes  for  May  22.  Messrs.  G.  and  W.  Cartwright,  of 
the  Oglanders,  honoured  the  Club  with  a  visit.  Mr. 
Cannar  gave  notice  of  alteration  of  rules  for  special 
meeting  on  24th  inst. — W. 

Batteesea  Peiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — On  the  9th  we  had 
our  half-yearly  meeting,  when  the  following  officers 
were  elected  :  A.  Dejonge,  secretary ;  R.  Dring,  chair- 
man ;  Mr.  H.  V.  Wilson,  check  secretary ;  W.  H. 
Wheatley,  treasurer  ;  G.  Smeed,  weigher-in.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  G.  Hudson  for  his 
past  services  as  treasurer.  The  following  members 
were  elected  to  form  the  committee :    S.  Aplin, 

F.  Aplin,  G.  Hemens,  G.  Stevens,  H.  Horton,  E.  Guy, 

G.  Guy.  Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Nag's  Head  on  May  14. 
Members  are  requested  to  forward  their  prizes  not 
later  than  April  30.  Mr.  G.  Wateres  was  proposed  as 
a  working  member. — A.  Dejonge. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — On  April  10  we  fixed 
the  date  of  our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  for  May  24.  We  also  decided  to  rent  a  water, 
of  which  more  later.  Mr.  Derry,  through  stress  of 
business,  has  been  obliged  to  postpone  the  reading  of 
his  paper  ("Angling  and  Its  Politics")  until  April  28. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuby  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— Wednesday  next, 
April  17,  will  be  limit  night,  when  all  subscriptions 
must  be  paid  without  fail. — F.  Patebnosteb. 

Bbunswick  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — At  our 
annual  general  meeting  the  following  officers  were 
duly  elected  : — Brothers  J.  Powles  West  (president), 
F.  Randall  (chairman),   T.   Tucker  (vice-chairman), 

H.  Lane  and  J.  Rudd  (trustees),  G.  Oakes  (scalesman), 
A.  Robertson  (secretary).  Brothers.  West  and  Randall 
will  continue  to  represent  us  as  A.A.  delegates.  The 
revision  of  rules  committee  laid  before  the  club  a 
well-devised  and  workable  set  of  rules,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted,  for  which  Bro.  Lane  and  his  co- 
committee-men  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  the 
society  for  their  work.  Our  dinner,  which  promises  to 
be  a  success,  will  be  held  at  the  club  headquarters  on 
on  Tuesday,  April  23. — A.  Robeetson. 

Buelington  Anglees,  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park. — The  annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  at 
the  British  Oak,  Westbourne  Park,  on  April  17,  at 
9  p.m.  As  the  treasurer  is  leaving  next  Monday  it  is 
important  that  all  members  should  attend. — J.  W. 

MOBGAN. 

Cablton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  third  annua]  distribution 
of  prizes  and  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S. 
will  take  place  on  April  18,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  B.  G.  Woodrufi  at  9  p.m.  sharp.  We  shall 
have  a  good  array  of  talent.  All  anglers  and  friends 
will  be  welcome,  when  I  hope  our  members  will  make 
it  convenient  to  attend.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly 
forward  same  on  or  before  that  date  ? — W.  B.  P. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jrmction,  S.W. — Special 
meeting  is  called  for  on  April  19,  at  9  o'clock  sharp,  to 
revise  rules,  etc.,  when  members  are  requested  to  turn 
up  in  full  force.  Quarterly  night  is  on  April  24,  when 
election  of  officers,  etc.,  will  take  place.  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  forward  same 
on  or  before  April  24.  Our  27th  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  13,  at  8.30  sharp.  Tickets  2s.  6d.  each.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

CoBDBN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — At  our  last  meeting  the  following  officers 
were  elected  :  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  E.  Newell ;  chairman, 
Mr.  A.  Howland ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  T.  Collins ; 
scalesman,  Mr.  E.  Baxter ;  auditors,  Messrs.  G. 
Perham  and  J.  Startup ;  trustees,  Messrs.  W.  Newell 
and  W.  Batchelor ;  delegates,  Messrs.  T.  Collins  and 


C.  Scrafield ;  committee,  Messrs.  0.  Scrafield,  P.  Sera- 
field,  G.  Percival,  Kdgar  Morris,  W.  Dunn,  E.  Baxter 
and  W.  Barnard.  The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
May  16,  and  the  Benevolent  concert  on  Saturday, 
June  8.  Will  all  members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prizes  kindly  forward  same  as  soon  as 
possible?— A.  S.  H. 

CoLLiNGWooD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  Tuesday,  April 
16,  we  take  our  T.A.P.S.  visit,  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Smith  vice-chair.  We  extend  a 
hearty  welcome  to  all  brother  anglers,  and  hope  we 
shall  be  well  supported.  Will  all  members  please 
attend  next  Wednesday  to  settle  sea  outing,  arrange 
for  annual  supper,  make  rules  for  working  of  library, 
also  to  settle  up  subscriptions  for  last  financial  season? 

 P.  P.  SOBCiE. 

Ceown  and  Buckland  Piscatobials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — Wednesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night  and  the  end  of  our  financial  year. 
I  hope  those  in  arrears  will  clear  the  books  on  tliat 
evening  to  allow  of  an  early  audit. — (i.  H.  Fkanki.in. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  2  we  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows : — Mr.  T. 
Thompson,  president;  A.  E.  Lloyd,  chairman;  S. 
Malby,  secretary ;  Malby  and  A.  B.  Lloyd,  delegates 
for  the  twelve  months  ;  T.  Midson  and  R.  Panam, 
trustees  ;  R.  Mack,  A.  Lloyd,  P.  Wild,  A.  E.  Lloyd, 
jun.,  and  W.  Thompson,  committee-men.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  April  16,  as  there 
is  a  treasurer  to  be  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr.  W. 
Thompson,  resigned,  also  to  arrange  for  our  annual 
dinner.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  early. — 
S.  Malby. 

Golden  Baebel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Should 
like  to  see  all  members  up  on  Tuesday,  April  16,  as 
there  is  very  important  business  on.  We  have 
arranged  for  our  supper  and  distribution  on  May  8, 
not  the  1st,  as  at  first  arranged.  We  made  a  new 
member  on  April  2,  and  have  room  for  more.  Any 
gentlemen  wishing  to  join  can  see  rules  at  the  bar  of 
our  club  house  by  asking  for  them. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society,  the  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N.  —  Our  vice- 
president,  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  presided  last  Wednesday 
at  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes,  which  ceremony 
was  preceded  by  a  tasty  little  supper.  The"  prizes 
were  many  and  varied,  and  included  nine  silver 
medals,  awarded  by  the  society  for  extra  large 
examples  out  of  the  sixty-three  specimen  fish  taken 
during  the  season.  The  Challenge  Cup,  instituted 
three  years  ago,  was  won  outright  on  this  occasion  by 
Mr.  G.  West,  with  fourteen  points,  and  has  proved 
such  an  interesting  afiair  that  another  competition 
has  been  started  on  the  same  lines.  This  gentleman 
also  won  the  Silver  Cup  presented  by  the  society  for 
the  best  specimen  fish  of  the  year,  with  a  dace  of 
lib.  IJoz.  Other  fine  fish  are:  Trout,  71b.  loz. 
(W.  T.-Attwood) ;  trout  taken  on  fly,  31b.  4oz.  (R.  G. 
Woodruff) ;  roach,  21b.  2^oz.  (S.  Stone) ;  bream, 
61b.  15|oz.  (G.  West)  and  61b.  12oz.  (F.  Berry) ;  chub, 
41b.  5oz.  (T.  A.  Saunders) ;  and  pike,  181b.  2oz. 
(E.  F.  Wymer).  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
— E.  Wymee. 

HoxTON  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  April  16  we  hold  a  special 
meeting  for  very  important  business.  Roll  call  at 
9.30,  so  try  and  put  in  a  good  muster. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Some  interesting  business  is  to  be  transacted  on 
Wednesday  next ;  all  members  that  can  possibly 
attend,  please  do  so.  This  notice  is  to  point  out  to 
members  that  although  it  is  the  close  season,  the 
business  of  the  society  is  still  being  carried  on. — H.  B. 

Liveepool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. -^The  usual  weekly  meeting 
of  this  association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  at 
our  new  headquarters,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  the  fact  of  many  of  the  members 
being  away  from  home,  the  attendance  was  hardly  up 
to  the  average.  The  greatest  regret  and  sorrow  was 
expressed  for  the  loss  the  club  have  sustained  through 
the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Leaman,  our  esteemed 
president,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  the  Fislmig  Gazette.  There  is  nothing 
fresh  to  report  as  regards  angling  matters  in  this 
neighbourhood,  for  the  weather  seems  to  hold  every- 
thing in  check. — Rosicbucian. 

Liveepool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — The  club  waters  at 
Bromborough  have  been  well  patronised  these  holidays. 
Netting  operations  were  a  great  success,  large  quantities 
of  roach,  perch,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  weight  were 
netted  and  transferred  to  the  more  accessible  and 
fishable  waters  near  the  pavilion.  .\  number  of 
members  visited  North  Wales  for  trout  fishing :  several 
nice  trout  have  been  taken,  one  by  Mr.  A.  Williams 
lib.  5oz. — Roach  Pole. 

NoBTH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — The  next  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  takes  place  at  the  above  on 
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April  23,  not  on  the  15th  as  was  announced  last  week. 
Will  members  attend  next  meeting  for  the  election  of 
auditors. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— At  our  last  meeting 
Mr.  W.  Moyler  gave  a  report  of  the  delegate  meeting. 
Mr.  A.  Goddard  was  elected  a  working  member. 
Several  matters  were  discussed  in  connection  with  our 
fcu-thooming  dinner. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— All  arrangements 
are  now  complete  for  our  dinner,  which  takes  place 
on  Tuesday,  May  7.  I  should  like  all  members  and 
friends  who  have  given  prizes  to  let  me  have  same  at 
earliest  convenience. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— The  annual  general  meeting 
was  held  on  the  2nd  inst.  when  the  following  were 
elected  :  G.  Keene,  president ;  C.  Shepherd,  treasurer  ; 
E.  Malton,  clerk  of  the  scales;  F.  Cook,  secretarv.  The 
old  committee  were  re-elected  en  bloc.  The  auditors 
are  Jlessrs.  B.  Malton  and  G.  Huggins  ;  delegates, 
Messrs.  C.  Shepherd  and  F.  Cook  ;  chairman  for  first 
quarter,  W.  Payne  ;  sub-secretary,  H.  Paucett.  The 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  April  30;  will  private  prize-donors  and 
members  note  that  their  prizes  are  now  due.  A 
concert  will  follow  the  dinner  at  9  p.m.,  when  all 
friends  are  welcome. — Feed.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  April  10  we  were  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  lot  of  business.  Our 
supper  and  distribution  is  to  take  place  on  May  22, 
when  all  visitors  will  be  made  welcome.  On  Wednes- 
day, April  17,  there  will  be  a  general  meeting.— P. 
Gibbons. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— A  rather  poor  attendance  on 
Tuesday,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  holidays.  I  am  told 
that  sea-fishing  was  a  bit  off  on  Monday  at  Heme 
Bay,  Mr.  Lucas  getting  more  wind  than  fish.  All  the 
prizes  must  be  in  by  the  first  Tuesday  in  May.— A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Members  are  requested  to 
attend  meeting  next  Tuesday  to  further  arrangements 
for  annual  supper,  prizes,  etc.  The  balance-sheet  and 
auditor's  report  on  same  was  accepted  last  meeting  — 
C.  E.  Lock.  ® 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Eobert  -  street,  Hampstead  -  road.  —  On 
,  May  15  we  have  our  annual  dinner.  Will  all  members 
kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  so  as  to  arrange  for 
the  same,  as  we  have  special  business  to  transact.— 
J.  H.  B. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelssta  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Our  visit  on  the 
Central  List  was  a  decided  success ;  our  vice-president, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  took  the  chair;  we  had  some 
very  good  talent,  a  crowded  room,  and  sixteen  clubs 
answered  the  roll ;  next  visit  going  to  the  Amicable 
Waltonians.  Our  meeting  on  Wednesday  was  very 
badly  attended ;  will  members  please  turn  up  in  force 
next  week. — C.  O.  Wake. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — A  Bohemian  concert  will  take 
pla,ce  at  the  above  house  on  April  18,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Frank  Newton, 
supported  by  Mr.  A.  Inch ;  the  vice-chair  will  be 
occupied  by  Mr.  Frank  Gray.  All  anglers  and  friends 
are  cordially  invited. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Will  the  auditors 
be  in  attendance  on  Tuesday  next  without  fail ;  also 
all  members  try,  if  possible,  to  be  present ;  important 
business  transactions  to  take  place.  Annual  dinner 
is  fixed  for  Tuesday,  April  .30.  Tickets  may  be  had  of 
the  secretaiy. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.  —  I  hope  our 
members  and  the  members  on  the  No.  1  Eastern 
Visiting  List  will  not  forget  our  visit  on  Monday 
next,  April  15,  at  8  p.m.  sharp ;  and  I  hope  our  own 
members  will  not  forget  that  it  is  our  monthly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  April  17,  as  the  balance- 
sheet  will  be  on  the  table. — R.  Lowtheb. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
at  the  club  house  on  May  9.  We  shall  be  pleased 
to  welcome  brother  anglers  and  friends.  The  prize 
committee  were  duly  elected  at  our  last  meeting. 
Members  are  requested  to  hand  in  donations  and 
subscriptions  to  clear  the  books  for  the  past  season. — 
J.  J.  Hunter. 


The  great  Holiday  Programme  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  has  been  a  pronounced  success,  and  is  to  be 
continued  in  its  entirety  daily.  It  is  without  doubt 
one  of  the  most  varied  and  popular  combinations  of 
entertainments  ever  seen  there.  The  large  holiday 
crowds  have  thoroughly  appreciated  the  liberal  bill  of 
fare,  which  covered  the  whole  period  from  10  a.m. 
until  11.45  p.m.  With  such  a  lengthy  list  it  is  difficult 
to  enumerate  the  shows. 


Jingling  ^i^furcs. 

April  15. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Earlsfield :  Annual  dinner. 
April  16. 

Gresham  :  Exhibition  of  Flies  and  Tackle. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Dinner  and  presentation. 

Clifton  :  Sea  fishing  competition. 

Collingwood :  Visit. 
April  1?. 

Wisbech  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 
April  18. 

Carlton  :  A.B.S.  Concert  and  distribution. 

Warwick :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

United  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
April  20. 

Lychnobites  :  Concert. 

April  22. — A.B.S.  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
„    23.— Elgin:  Visit. 
„    23. — Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
„    23.— North  London  :  Visit. 

23. — Brunswick  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
„    29. — Amicable  Brotljers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 
,,    29. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  .  "  At  home,"  Lantern 

lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 
„    29. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    30. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 


^offings  bp  ti}e  pap. 

The  prizes  won  in  the  recent  A.B.S.  Lea  Competition 
will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening,  April  22,  at 
the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  E.C.,  at  half- 
past  eight  o'clock. 


A  new  club,  to  be  called  the  Southall  and  Norwood 
Angling  Club,  has  just  been  formed.  They  have 
twenty-three  members  and  quite  forty  names  to  put 
up  next  meeting.  Mr.  F.  Hall  was  appointed 
chairman. 


Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  of  25,  Silver-street,  Netting 
Hill  Gate,  announces  that  on  June  30  a  competition 
will  take  place  in  the  Slough  and  Langley  Canal  for 
the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  late  Mr. 
Henry  Norris,  who  was  highly  respected  and  revered 
by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Several  prizes 
have  already  been  sent  in,  and  all  who  would  care  to 
assist  this  most  deserving  case  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Abrahams.  As  June  30  is  yet  a 
long  way  off,  further  particulars  will  be  announced 
later. 


Yet  another  copy  of  that  smart  little  monthly  yclep* 
the  "  Thames  Angling  News."  It  contains  the  usual 
quantity  of  "gossipy"  Thames  gossip;  a  letter  from 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion), enclosing  cheque  for  £5  towards  the  Re-Stocking 
Association ;  the  doings  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  ;  some  excellent  notes  on  "  Thames  Trouting," 
by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley ;  correspondence,  etc.  Alto- 
gether a  very  readable  number. 


"  RosicRuciAN,"  hon.  secretary  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association,  writes  : — "  It  is  with  great  regret 
that  I  have  to  announce  the  demise,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illness,  of  Mr.  Henry  Leaman,  the  worthy 
president  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Mr. 
Leaman  had  been  connected  with  the  association  since 
its  inception,  and  had,  during  his  long  membership, 
won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  the  angling 
brotherhood.  Of  a  singularly  fine  presence,  gifted 
with  rare  tact  and  judgment,  and  endowed  with  high 
intellectual  faculties,  he  possessed,  in  an  eminent 
degree  the  necessary  qualifications  to  preside  over  the 
destinies  of  such  an  organisation  as  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association.  As  an  angler  and  an  all-round 
sportsman  he  was  held  in  high  esteem,  and  until  his 
illness  laid  him  aside  he  did  everything  in  his  power 
to  maintain  and  support  the  sport  he  loved  so  well. 
A  large  concourse  of  people  desirous  of  paying  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  attended  the  funeral, 
which  took  place  on  Good  Friday  morning  in  Smith- 
down-lane  Cemetery.  His  death  leaves  a  void  which 
will  indeed  be  difficult  to  fill." 


A  NEW  quarterly,  just  out  (April),  is  entitled  "The 
Travelling  Partner  (Smith's  Journal  for  Advertisers 
and  Shrewd  Business  Men)."  It  contains  20  pages  of 
very  interesting  and  readable  matter,  but  does  not  say 
anything  abcrut  its  cost.  However,  it  is  published  at 
100,  Fleet-street,  and  a  copy  should  be  obtained  by  all 
business  men.  Here  is  an  extract  from  it :  "  '  Ad- 
vertising always  pays  if  properly  planned.'  It  is  no 
use  inserting  an  advertisement  here  and  an  advertise- 
ment there,  with  the  expectation  of  getting  a  big 
volume  of  business.  You  must  make  a  good  splash 
or  leave  advertising  alone.  It  need  not  be  a  costly 
splash,  but  it  must  be  well  planned.  There  must  be 
no  half  measures." 


During  the  holidays  I  had  a  "blow"  on  the  briny  at 
Deal.  Owing  to  the  very  unsettled  weather  very  "few 
fishermen  ventured  out,  but  given  a  little  change  for 
the  better  some  good  takes  of  codling  may  soon  be 
expected  from  the  vicinity  of  the  South  Foreland. 
As  will  be  seen  from  an  advertisement  on  page  iii 
Ned  Hanger  has  a  splendid  decked  lugger  for  sale. 
She  IS  admirably  adapted  either  for  fishing  or  for 
pleasure,  and  with  a  little  alteration  will  make  a  very 
comfortable  craft. 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel  on  April  15, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lyne  in  the  chair.  The  members  intend 
to  have  a  fine  Thames  trout  as  the  leading  feature  in 
the  menu— if  they  can  catch  one  I  I  find  I  am  "  down  " 
for  attendance  at  this  most  flourishing  and  goahead 
society,  but  regret  extremely  that  a  prior  engagement 
will  prevent  my  being  present.  I  wish  them  every 
success. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Mallett  presided  over  the  British  Sea 
Anglers  on  April  3,  when,  after  the  usual  routine 
business,  an  interesting  discussion  ensued  on  the 
methods  of  catching  and  preparing  shell-fish.  On 
account  of  the  holidays  there  was  no  meeting  on  the 
10th,  but  a  good  attendance  is  anticipated  on  the  17th. 


It  is  intended  to  hold  a  Fishery  Exhibition  at  St. 
Petersburg  next  February,  and  a  committee  has  been 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Russian  Imperial 
Fishing  Association,  with  the  Grand  Duke  Serge  at  its 
head.  Facilities  will  be  given  to  foreign  exhibitors, 
especially  as  to  the  importation  of  exhibits  free  of  duty. 


On  Good  Friday  the  employis  of  the  Royal 
Aquarium  went  for  their  annual  outing.  They 
travelled,  by  courtesy  of  the  South- Western  Railway, 
in  special  carriages  reserved  for  them  by  the  9.40  train 
to  Staines,  where  they  were  received  by  Mr.  Tom 
Taylor  at  his  new  and  luxurious  Bridgehouse  Hotel. 
After  spending  the  morning  in  various  ways,  chiefly  in 
sculling,  they  returned  to  the  hotel  for  dinner,  which 
was  served  in  the  most  lavish  style.  Mr.  Parsons  (the 
hon.  treasurer)  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  directors 
of  the  Aquarium,  as  also  to  the  numerous  outside  sub- 
scribers who  contributed  to  the  outing.  Votes,  of 
thanks  were  also  passed  to  Messrs.  G.  Richards, 
Summerton,  Alfred  Cooke,  and  the  committee.  After 
dinner  the  members  all  embarked  on  the  launch  La 
Marguerite,  which  took  them  for  a  most  enjoyable  trip 
to  Windsor  and  back. 


The  Arctic  Exploration  Section  of  the  Naval  and 
Military  Exhibition  at  the  Crystal  Palace  promises  to 
be  most  interesting,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped— seeing  the 
great  enthusiasm  constantly  centred  in  expeditions 
towards  the  North  Pole— that  it  will  become  a  perma- 
nent attraction  at  Sydenham.  A  prominent  feature 
in  the  section  is  a  series  of  very  realistic  tableaux 
illustrative  of  Arctic  exploration,  including  a  specially 
fine  picture  of  "VheFram  in  Winter  Quarters"  (re- 
produced from  photographs  taken  by  members  of  the 
Nansen  Expedition).  Mr.  Gillman  (the  general 
manager)  has  entrusted  this  section  to  Mr.  Edgar  S. 
Shrubsole  (the  curator)  and  Mr.  John  England  (the 
scenic  artist)  who  arranged  the  Natural  History 
Tableaux  and  the  Great  Jungle  in  another  part  of  the 
building  last  year.  Loan  exhibits  are  asked  for  in  this 
section,  and  such  an  appeal  should  be  heartily  re- 
sponded to.  Certainly,  those  interested  should  help, 
and  we  feel  sure  exhibits  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  authorities  which  will 
enable  them  to  make  a  display  of  great  educational 
value. 


Mr.  Bybes-Leakb  has  had  good  sport  on  Loch  Ewe. 
On  Saturday,  April  6,  he  got  thirteen  cod  and  pollack 
weighing  1121b.,  or  an  average  of  about  SJlb.  each. 
These  fish  were  taken  with  a  salmon  rod  and  single  gut 
trace  spiiming,  and  gave  grand  sport.  Mr.  Byres- 
Leake  caught  lately  in  the  River  Ewe  a  very  fine 
Salmo  ferox  weighing  221b. 


According  to  the  "  Bookseller  "  in  To-day,  a  well- 
known  author  found  the  following  invitation  appended 
to  an  alms-box  at  Milan : — "  Appele  to  Charitables. 
The  Brothers,  so-called,  of  Mercy  ask  slender  alms  for 
the  Hospital.  They  harbour  all  kinds  of  diseases,  and 
have  no  respect  to  religion." 


The  pastor  was  calling  at  the  house  of  Brother 
Billings,  and  the  small  boy  was  entertaining  him  until 
the  parents  came  down.  "  Do  you  ever  go  fishin'  ?  " 
inquired  the  youngster,  who  had  inherited  his  father's 
fondness  for  the  sport.  "lam  a  fisher  of  men,"  re- 
sponded the  good  man.  "  Do  you  carry  your  bait  in 
a  jug,  like  papa  does?  "  was  the  next  question,  just 
as  Brother  Billings  appeared  with  a  seraphic  smile 
lighting  up  his  genial  countenance.  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  firsi  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


m    FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

■  A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  i,  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair ;  the 
meeting  was  fully  attended.  The  first  business  tran- 
sacted was  to  receive  the  balance-sheet  and  auditor's 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  March  30.  This  went 
to  show  that  the  financial  position  of  the  association 
left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  that  the  sum  of  £85  was 
carried  forward  to  the  general  fund  after  all-  liabilities 
had  been  disbursed.  Mr.  White,  the  general  secretary, 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  committee  the 
advisability  of  the  association  renting  a  stretch  of 
water  about  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  situated 
at  Wixford,  on  the  river  Arrow,  which  had  been  placed 
at  his  disposal  by  the  owner  of  the  Pish  Hotel.  The 
water  mentioned  is  close  to  Wixford  Railway  Station, 
and  can  be  easily  got  at  during  week  days  at  a  railway 
.fare  of  2s.  lOd.,  but  the  only  drawback  to  the  fishery  is 
that  no  Sunday  trains  run  to  the  place ;  but  Sunday 
fishing  is  allowed.  The  yearly  rental  is  very  small, 
and  the  water  contains  roach,  perch,  bream,  pike, 
dace,  and  a  few  small  trout.  The  matter  was  con- 
sidered at  some  length,  when  it  was  finally  decided  to 
appoint  a  small  deputation  qf  five  to  visit  the  water 
and  present  a  report  to  the  general  body  of  delegates 
at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday  evening 
next,  April  18.  Several  other  important  matters  will 
also  be  considered  at  the  same  meeting.  The  St. 
George's  Society  have  succeeded  in  renting  a  nice 
stretch  of  water  on  the  River  Alne,  at  Aston  Cantlow . 
This  water  will  be  greatly  patronised  by  the  members 
when  the  season  opens,  and  some  good  sport  will 
be  obtained.  The  Balsall  Heath  Seymour  Society 
have  greatly  increased  their  membership  under 
the  guidance  of  their  new  secretary.  This 
club  should,  under  proper  management,  be  one 
of  the  best  in  the  Balsall  Heath  district. — The 
Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  hold  two  special 
concerts  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society,  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Snow-hill,  on  two;  Tuesday  evenings,  on 
May  21  and  28,  when  a  host  of  tnlent  will  appear. 
We  have  had  very  peculiar  weather  during  the  holidays. 
It  was  a  grand  day  on  Good  Friday,  when  a  good  few 
members  turned  trout  fishing  but  very  little  was  done  ; 
since  then  the  weather  has  been  bad  and  has  done 
much  to  deter  our  members  from  going  out,  but  as  these 
notes  leave  me  it  is  very  much  brighter. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  River  Hull  Society's  match,  which  took  place 
on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  Webster  secured  a 
nice  little  trout  of  about  12oz.,  which  materialy  assisted 
him  in  winning  the  first  prize,  his  total  weight  being 
21b.  3|oz.,  and  at  the  matches  fished  on  the  Holder- 
ness  Drains,  which  are  generally  at  this  season  of  the 
year  very  prolific  with  flounders  and  eels,  but  the 
adverse  and  boisterous  winds-on  this  occasion  were 
very  detrimental  to  sport,  only  about  9oz.  of  fish 
received  the  top  prize  in  the  Albion  Association's 
match,  and  the  other  clubs  fared  very  little  better. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches  of 
the  River  Hull,  yet  of  no  size  worth  recording ;  but 
the  pike  fishers,  availing  themselves  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board's  bye-law  allowing  pike  to  be  taken 
during  the  fence  months,  have  been  at  work  on  some 
of  the  tributaries,  and  secured  some  fair-sized  fish 
during  the  holidays. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Once  more  Warrington  assumes  its  place  at  the 
head  of  interesting  news.  First  of  all,  the  angling 
public  generally  will  not  be  able  to  see  the  trout 
transferred  to  the  Bollin,  because  it  must  be  done  on 
a  day  and  at  an  hour  when  they  cannot  be  there. 
Should  any  sceptics  exist,  they  will  be  specially 
invited  to  see  the  transfer  if  they  make  their  requests 
known.  At  the  last  committee  meeting  the  usual 
lengthy  list  of  applications  occupied  a  considerable 
time,  and  finally  all  were  passed.  Next  Thursday 
the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  are  holding  their  annual 
re-union,  and  a  good  muster  is  guaranteed.  They  are 
slightly  elated  at  the  prospect  of  some  additional 
railway  privileges,  and,  after  many  years  of  snubs, 
hope  for  a  bright  future.  Reports  all  agree  that  the 
early  patterns  of  flies  are  the  best,  and  have  killed  the 
most  fish  this  Easter,  although  the  best  basket  vouched 
for  was  made  with  a  cast  composed  of  Sand  Fly,  Red 
Spinner,  and  Black  Gnat ;  the  Yellow  Dun  has  also  killed 
well..  Our  rivers  have  not  yet  got  into  good  fishing  order. 
The  Ribble  was  too  full  of  water  for  any  good  results, 
but  previous  to  that  the  February  Red,  Blue  Dun, 
Dark  Olive  Dun,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  March  Browns 
([small)  did  good  work.  The  Wyre  is  only  mentioned 
in  passing,  and  the  Lune  with  its  tributaries  have  also 
suffered  by  heavy  waters. 


FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Although  in  nearly  all  other  respects  the  conditions 
during  the  holidays  were  favourable  for  successful 
trout-fishing,  the  storm)'  weather  completely  upset  all 
chances  of  sport.  On  Bank  Holiday  the  wind  blew  a 
hurricane  all  day,  9,nd  although  a  few  rods  ventured 
out,  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  do  any  good.  At 
the  week-end,  however,  bottom  fishing  proved  successful 
to  a  limited  extent,  but  there  were  very  few  operations 
with  the  fly.  The  atmosphere  was  much  warmer  at 
the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday),  and  this  should  be  an 
incentive  to  improved  sport.  More  flies  arc  to  be  seen 
on  the  water,  and  the  fish  are  rising  more  freely  in 
the  evenings.  Trout  fishermen  are  waiting  patiently 
for  warm  weather,  and  let  us  hope  that  this  desideratum 
is  now  coming  to  stay. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Anything  more  in  keeping  with  our  experience  for 
many  months  past  than  the  Easter  of  1901  could  not 
be  easily  found.  It  appears  that  many  more  rods 
were  away  than  was  anticipated  prior  to  the  holidays. 
Several  of  our  men  were  at  Carlisle  and  Llanymynech. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson,  of  the  Levenshulme  Anglers,  and 
a  "  learned "  member  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials,  are 
exceptions  to  the  prevailing "  tale  of  woe."  The 
former  has  done  well  in  the  Derwent.  Probably,  his 
best  day  was  lOJ  brace,  and  the  latter  in  private 
water,  fished  daily  with  consistent  good  luck. 
Our  favourite  Bollin  has  been  a  great  dis- 
appointment during  the  holidays  owing  to  the 
unsettled  weather.  Only  a  few  rods  ventured  out, 
but  a  few  nice  fish  were  taken,  the  best  with  the  fly  ; 
the  worm,  however,  has  done  the  most  execution. 
Several  of  our  old  clubs  are  quietly  going  out  of 
existence,  and  several  new  ones  are  being  formed. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  was  wretchedly  unfavourable  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the 
Trent  was  running  in  high  and  thick  volume,  with 
the  water  still  rising.  Efforts  for  salmon  could  not 
be  made  at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  in  consequence  of  the  height  of  the  river. 
On  Saturday  (April  6)  the  executive  of  the  Nottingham 
Anglers'  Association,  assisted  by  that  of  the  Radford 
Victoria  Society,  turned  into  the  free  waters  of  the 
city,  between  the  New  Trent  Bridge  and  Wilford 
Bridge,  a  number  of  rainbow  trout,  varying  in  length 
from  seven  to  nine  inches  each.  The  fish  were  con- 
signed from  the  Milton  hatchery,  near  Burton- 
on-Trent,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  thrive 
and  breed.  No  such  experiment  has  ever  been 
attempted  in  the  Nottingham  waters,  and 
the  societies,  for  their  pluck,  are  entitled  to  the 
cordial  thanks  of  the  angling  community  at  large. 
On  Good  Friday — a  typical  day  as  regards  genial 
sunshine  and  warm  wind — some  handsome  trout  were 
creeled  on  parts  of  the  Greel  where  bottom  fishing  is 
allowed.  'The  fish,  which  fell  to  the  attractions  of  the 
small  red  worms,  were  in  very  good  condition  indeed. 


"glofes  from  t^)c  ^oxtt). 


One  of  the  most  backward  Easters  was  experienced 
on  Friday  last  within  living  memory.  Of  course  the 
holiday  lasts  throughout  the  better  part  of  April,  and 
sport  will  be  brisk  after  the  end  of  this  week,  as  the 
snows  are  rapidly  disappearing  and  the  rivers  settling 
down. 


Only  two  fish  were  got  for  the  past  fortnight  on  the 
Aboyne  reaches  of  the  Dee,  which  shows  the  slump 
through  the  severe  weather  conditions. 


Mrs.  Brinckman  had  some  sport  on  the  Don  l^st 
week,  but  it  will  be  well  into  the  month  before  good 
baskets  may  be  looked  for,  although  matters  are 
mending  fast. 


The  Cromarty  fishermen  have  evidently  been  taking 
matters  into  their  own  hands.  Last  week  a  batch  of 
them  was  up  before  Sherifi  Hay,  at  Dingwall,  for 
netting  salmon  in  the  Firth.  They  were  fined  £2  10s. 
each,  with  the  alternative  of  twenty  days  in  prison. 


Colonel  Praser  has  had  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
Beauly.  Although  the  river  has  seldom  been  in  good 
ply  he  grassed  seventeen  salmon  and  several  sea-trout 
during  March. 


The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  taken  a  lease  of  the 
Aboyne  Castle  fishings  for  the  late  spring  and  smnmer 
months. 


The  Blackhall  Castle  waters  are  let  up  to  the  end  of 
May,  after  which  Mr.  Smith,  Peughside,  banchory, 
will  be  able  to  treat  for  June  and  July. 


The  Ythan  and  Ugie  are  both  excellent  finnock 
streams  up  to  the  end  of  April.  A  fourteen-foot  rod  is 
the  best  for  casting  from  the  bank ;  a  twelve-foot  one 
for  the  boat. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  are  £323  8s.  4d. 
better  off  in  money  than  they  were  last  year  at  this  date 
from  the  sales  of  their  salmon,  from  about  one-third 
more  fish. 


Sniggering  is  one  of  the  games  that  pays  best  in  the 
autumn  when  the  lower  pools  are  crowded  with  heavy 
fish.  Yet  in  the  spring  months  the  poacher  with  the 
snigger  can  make  a  fair  bag  on  such  waters  as  the  Don 
when  they  get  the  chance.  Some  pools  need  watching 
night  and  day. 


Finnock  anglers  on  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  are  looking 
out  for  big  baskets  whenever  the  rivers  get  into 
condition.  They  say  there  is  too  seldom  such  a  show 
of  lovely  fish  as  have  been  running  up  with  the  recent 
floods.  Special  Scotch. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  question  of  the  subscription  of  this  society  was 
discussed  at  a  special  general  meeting  held  on  Tues- 
day last,  April  9,  when  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  presided. 
Many  schemes  were  submitted  to  the  meeting  to  put 
the  society  in  funds  to  meet  the  heavy  expenses 
connecied  with  the  stretches  of  trout  and  coarse 
fishing  waters  now  rented,  and  to  provide  money  to 
enable  the  society  to  take  further  waters  for  trout  or 
other  fishing  as  the  opportunity  might  arise.  Finally 
an  all-round  subscription  of  two  guineas  per  annum 
was  approved,  this  sum  being  very  low,  considering 
the  excellent  fishing  the  society  is  able  to  provide 
for  its  members.  It  was  at  once  recognised  that 
this  alteration  could  not  be  enforced  during  the 
current  year,  so  many  of  the  members  having 
already  paid  their  subscriptions ;  but  it  was  agreed 
that  the  hon.  secretary  should  send  out  a  circular 
inviting  those  who  had  not  already  paid  the  two 
guineas  to  assist  the  committee  by  paying  the  differ- 
ence between  that  sum  and  the  amount  they  had 
paid.  The  decision  of  the  special  meeting  has  given 
considerable  satisfaction.  The  regulations  affecting 
the  Chesham  trout  water  were  altered  somewhat, 
the  dry  fly  only  to  be  used  in  the  lower  of  the  three 
stretches,  and  the  dry  fly  fished  wet  may  be  used  in 
the  two  upper  stretches.  Members  are  most  urgently 
requested  not  to  retain  any  of  the  rainbow  trout 
recently  turned  in  if  any  of  them  should  be  captured 
this  season.  The  committee  are  most  anxious  to  keep 
these  fish  vmtil  after  the  next  spawning.  On  April  6 
the  opening  dinner  of  the  season  will  be  held  at 
the  Black  Horse  at  Chesham.  Will  those  members, 
therefore,  who  intend  being  present  kindly  write  Mrs. 
Priest  or  leave  word  with  her  at  the  Black  Horse 
before  proceeding  to  their  fishing.  On  Tuesday  next 
there  will  be  an  exhibition  of  flies  and  fly  tackle  by 
the  members. 

J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


ANGLERS'    ASSOCIATION,  CRIPPLE- 
GATE  INSTITUTE,  GOLDEN  LANE, 
BARBICAN,  E.C. 


The  annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Mon- 
day next,  April  15,  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  To  obtain  admit- 
tance, and  to  save  inconvenience,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  delegates  should  come  provided  with 
their  Anglers'  Association  membership  ticket  and 
delegate  voting  card  ;  no  vote  will  be  accepted  unless 
the  card  be  shown.  The  balance-sheet  will  be  pre- 
sented for  approval.  Officers  and  committee-men  will 
be  elected  for  the  ensuing  season.  Only  those  who 
may  be  present  at  the  meeting  will  be  eligible  for  elec- 
tion, unless  I  receive  a  letter  or  even  a  telegram  from  a 
member  who  may  be  imable  to  be  present  at  this 
meeting.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  societies 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  association  will  be 
represented,  and  thus  get  a  full  representative  meet- 
ing and  consequently  well-balanced  committees. 

R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 


HOLLOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Neverat  fault.  In 
all  irritations  of  the  skin,  sores,  ulcers,  burns,  and  enlargements 
of  the  glands,  Hoiloway's  Ointment  presents  a  ready  and  easy 
means  of  cure,  which  never  disappoints  the  most  favourable 
expectations.  It  manifests  a  peculiar  power  in  restraining 
inflammation,  removing  stagnation,  cooling  the  heated  bl<X}d, 
and  cliecking  all  acrimonious  or  unhealthy  discharges.  Whilst 
thus  acting  locally,  the  Pills  are  no  less  remarkable  for  theiv 
power  in  improving  the  general  condition  and  habit  of  body, 
which  renders  the  cures  complete  and  permanent.  Vnder  the 
genial  influence  of  these  potent  remedies  the  puny  infant 
becomes  the  robust  child  ;  the  pale  and  emaciated  regain  colour 
and  rotundity  ;  and  the  dyspeptic  eats  freely  without  fear. 
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Craoked   Lane,   X^ondon    B]:*id^e,   E.C.,   &  1,   Bux>y  St.,  St.  Janies',  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 


(with  or  without 
With  Steel  Centre. 

^    X  X.  JC  XT  S '37  Ze,  ^  TXT  X3  X>  O 


lockfast  fittings)  at 

Without  Steel, 


/■ 


•XT: 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 

—not  cold  )  bub  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds ;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 

mmm 

(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


Do  Not  Fish 

in  Cotton=Lined 
Tweeds. 


Pure  Wool  Tailors, 
42,  Conduit  Street,  W. 

Telegrams:  "  Hlghmost,  London." 


New  Sporting  Catalogue  [44  pages,  50  Illustrations),  Post  Free. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


(Late  19,  LEICESTEB  SQUABE.) 


INVENTORS  OF  THE 


TANNED  ANGOLA  WADERS. 


The  "FISHINQ  GAZETTE,"  April  6tb,  1901, 
says : 

"Messrs.  Malcom  &  Co.,  3,  Green  Street,  Leicester  Square, 
London,  have  just  brought  out  a  very  attractively  illustrated 
forty-page  catalogue  of  their  waterproof  goods  of  all  kinds. 
There  are  more  than  sixty  illustrations,  vphich  add  greatly 
to  the  value  of  the  catalogue  by  enabling  customers  to  see 
just  what  they  are  ordering." 


3,  GREEN  ST.,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 

(CATALOGUE  GRATIS.) 


GENTLES 

Fresh  Bred,  from  Preserved  Ova. 

"  Dragnet  "  says  :— "  They  are  certainly 
superb." 

Bagu  sent  in  boxes,  post  free,  from  1/3. 

FISHBURN  ENTOMOLOGIST,  ^^^Slet. 


WANTED. 

A  PPOINTMENT,  as  MANAGER  ol 
Pishing  Tackle,  Gun  or  Sporting 
Trade.     15  years'  practical  experience 
Highest  References. — Apply 


"H,"  23,  Kildare  Terrace,  Bayswater,  W 


MAPLE  &  CO 


TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD,  LONDON 

Specialities  in   Writing  Tables  for 

" BUSY  AND  OFT  INTERRUPTED  MEN 


The  "  Oakley  "  shutter-front  writing  table,  in  oak,  panelled  sides 
and  back,  fitted  with  drawers,  sliding  trays,  smaller  drawers, 
pigeon-holes,  shelves,  racks,  &c.,  4  ft.  2  in.    £6  12s  6d 

'  Oakley  "  revolving  and  tilting  chair  in  stamped  leather   £2  lOs  Od 

The  chair  can  also  be  stipplied  stained  mdhogany  or  wahvut 

MAPLE  &  CO 


April  13,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


263 


Cortesponbence^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


BED  KRANJI  WOOD— WHY  IS  CALCUTTA 
BAMBOO  BURNED? 

Dear  Sie, — Yoirr  note  asking  me  to  tell  you  where 
the  Red  Kjranji  wood  mentioned  on  page  142  of  my 
"  Fly  Rods  "  can  be  bought  has  been  received. 

In  reply  I  would  state  that  all  the  information  that 
I  have  in  regard  to  this  wood  is  derived  from  a  book 
entitled  "Timber  and  Timber  Trees,"  by  Laslett, 
London,  1875,  as  will  more  fully  appear  on  reference 
to  page  139  of  "  Fly  Rods."  I  never  have  seen  this 
wood,  but  I  should  judge  from  what  Mr.  Laslett  says 
that  it  could  be  obtained  without  difficulty  from 
Singapore,  and  very  probably  from  some  of  the  London 
dealers  in  Eastern  woods.  There  are  so  many 
steamers  leaving  England  which  call  at  Singapore,  and 
so  many  London  merchants  having  dealings  with  that 
port,  that  there  would  seem  to  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  samples  of  the  wood  from  there  with 
patience  and  money.  This  is  the  best  suggestion  that 
I  am  able  to  offer. 

I  might,  however,  make  one  other  suggestion  based 
on  considerable  experience  in  such  matters.  Your 
correspondent  would  do  well  in  his  order  to  state 
exactly  what  he  wants  the  wood  for  and  that  it  must 
be  perfectly  straight  in  the  grain  and  free  from  knots 
and  of  the  best  quality,  emphasizing  this  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  Otherwise  he  runs  the  chances, 
on  the  one  hand,  of  getting  a  log  of  such  size 
■as  to  be  a  perfect  incubus,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
getting  a  lot  of  odd  scraps,  none  of  which,  perhaps, 
would  fairly  represent  the  real  merits  of  the  wood. 

I  do  not  remember  whether  I  have  informed  you 
that  I  have  re-written  "Fly  Rods."  But  however 
that  may  be,  I  am  thankful  to  be  able  to  say  that  I 
have  just  sent  the  preface  and  index  to  the  Harpers, 
thus  completing  all  the  work  on  my  part  to  be  per- 
formed incidental  to  the  new  edition. 

There  is  one  thing  in  regard  to  the  new  edition 
which  has  occurred  to  me  when  it  is  now  too  late,  and 
which  I  greatly  regret  that  I  overlooked.  I  meant  to 
write  asking  j'ou  to  publish  in  the  Gazette  a  request 
for  information  as  to  why  Calcutta  bamboo,  which  is 
used  for  rod-making,  is  always  burned.  This  in  the 
hope  of  getting  some  information  from  those  who 
knew  from  personal  observation  in  contradistinction 
to  mere  surmise,  which,  so  far,  is  all  that  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain. — Yours  very  truly. 

New  York.  "  Henhy  P.  Wells. 


RE  MILLION  BROWN  TROUT. 

Deae  Sir, — Re  the  million  trout  advertised  by  us 
in  your  issue  of  March  9,  it  was  intended  to  draw 
attention,  and  evidently  it  has  fulfilled  its  mission. 

"  Blackburn  "  seems  to  have  understood  it  was  one 
million  brown  trout  yearlings,  but  I  think  if  he  will 
but  glance  at  the  advertisement  again  he  will  find  he 
is  in  error,  and  should  withdraw  his  libellous  assertion 
of  "  another  good  fish  story,"  and  as  he  says,  "  but  in 
any  case  untrue." 

For  business  reasons  we  do  not  care  to  satisfy 
"Blackburn"  as  to  how  we  have  disposed  of  the 
million,  further  than  to  say  we  had  over  a  million, 
and  that  the  orders  we  have  still  to  execute — and  which 
were  booked  prior  to  my  hearing  from  "  Blackburn  " — 
will  tax  our  strength,  space,  and  time  to  the  utmost 
limits.  Last  season  we  despatched  live  fish  nearly  all 
the  year  round,  and  in  time  we  hope  to  have  a 
despatching  season  all  the  year  through.  When  that 
time  arrives  we  shall  not  speak  of  a  million  but  of 
several  millions,  and  we  hope  to  even  yet  get  so  far 
into  the  good  graces  of  "Blackburn"  as  we  shall,  at 
no  distant  date,  have  the  pleasure  of  supplying  him 
with  yearling  brown  trout — "  the  cheapest,  strongest, 
and  best  in  the  market." — Yours  truly, 

Andrew  Henbt,  Secretary. 

Wyresdale  Fishery  Company, 
Scorton,  Garstang,  Lancashire. 


BE  FINE  FISH  CAUGHT  THIS  LAST  SEASON. 

Deae  Sir, — You  published  in  your  issue  of  April  6 
a  list  of  "  Fine  fish  caught  this  ^last  season."  The 
whole  value  of  such  a  list  lies  in  its  correctness  and 
completeness.  It  is  no  doubt  difficult  to  attain  both, 
and  it  is  in  no  cavilling  spirit  that  I  venture  to  point 
out  some  inaccuracies  and  notable  omissions. 

First  of  the  former  is  the  report  of  bream  from 
Dobb's  \yeir  in  Jime.  Bream  fishing  there  is  not 
permissible  until  July,  and  it  was  during  the  early 
part  of  that  month  that  these  fish  were  taken. 

Secondly,  there  were  some  fine  bream  taken  at  the 
same  weir  in  August,  but,  I  believe,  none  of  6  J  lb. 

In  September  and  October  there  is  a  printer's  error, 
namely,  Bcame  for  Beane,  and  in  November  a  similar 
error,  Woodbastock  for  Woodbastwick. 

Notable  omissions  are — several  large  trout  taken  by 
patrons  of  George  Rosewell  (unless  the  Shepperton 
District  is  wrongly  included  in  the  description  Upper 


Thames)  and  the  champion  Thames  trout  of  101b. 
taken  by  Lumsden  at  Boveney,  and  there  is  no 
mention  of  big  trout  taken  on  the  fly.  I  would  also 
mention  that  records  of  splendid  trout  came  from 
Ireland,  notably,  Lough  Mask,  but  apparently  they  are 
received  with  suspicion,  as  they  are  not  included, 
although  probably  as  (proportionally)  correct  as  the 
records  of  Irish  pike.  The  2Jlb.  roach  taken  by  Dr. 
Winstanley  at  Downton,  Wilts,  in  August,  is  also 
unrecorded.  Lastlv,  there  is  no  mention  of  the 
splendid  brace  of  pike,  271b.  and  291b.  odd  respectively, 
taken  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Ryan,  of  Stamford,  undoubtedly 
the  finest  reported  brace  taken  last  season  by  any 
angler  in  England,  and  worthy  of  inclusion,  even  if 
they  were  not,  as  has  been  assumed,  river  fish. 

Lists  such  as  this,  compiled  year  by  year  with  the 
utmost  care,  would  form  in  time  very  valuable  and 
instructive  records,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  they  have  not 
been  framed  in  the  past.  I  hope  these  few  notes  will 
lead  other  readers  to  further  amplify  the  present  list. 
—Yours  truly,  Authentic. 


Dear  Sir, — I  hope  you  will  not  be  oSended,  but  I 
feel  I  must  draw  your  attention  to  an  inaccurate 
statement  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
by  Mr.  Jardine  in  his  column  of  large  fish  taken  from 
the  Thames  during  last  season.  He  mentions  a  trout 
of  5Jlb.  as  the  biggest  at  Boveney  Weir,  but  I  caught 
one"  of  101b.  2oz.  at  Boveney  Weir;  it  was  seen  by 
hundreds.— Yours  truly,  G.  Lumsden. 


TROUT  FOR  SALE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Blackburn  "  will  communicate  with 
me  I  dare  say  I  can  find  him  1000  fario  yearlings.— 
xours  faithfully,  H.  H.  Gray. 

Hyde  End  Fishery,  Brimpton,  Berks. 


LIVE  TROUT  SUCCESSFULLY  SENT  TO 
NATAL. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to  hear  of 
a  successful  experiment  recently  made  by  us  in  sending 
trout  abroad. 

One  of  my  correspondents  wished  to  get  trout  out  to 
Natal.  Along  with  a  box  of  fario  ova,  my  partner  at 
our  Irish  hatchery,  Mr.  Wilson  H.  Armistead,  of  the 
County  Cavan  Trout  Farm,  resolved  as  an  experiment 
to  try  if  trout  in. the  alevin  stage  would  travel  there 
safelv. 

On  Jan.  23,  200  live  alevins  {fontinalis  trout)  were 
accordingly  sent.  We  have  just  heard  from  our  cor- 
respondent that  the  alevins  have  arrived  at  the  water- 
side in  "perfect  order."  The  journey  lasted  about 
thirty  days,  and  included  a  very  critical  piece  of 
travelling,  namely,  eighteen  hours  by  rail  to  an  up- 
country  farm  on  the  Ladysmith  line  from  Durban, 
and  this  during  the  hot  season.  Kaffirs  carried  the 
carboy  on  their  backs  on  the  final  stage  from  the 
station  to  the  water.  "* 

The  alevins  were  travelled  in  a  carboy  of  water, 
placed  in  the  cool  chamber,  and  kept  packed  in  ice  by 
the  officer  in  charge  on  board  the  s.s.  Umgeni,  whose 
owners,  Messrs.  Bullard,  King  &  Co.,  of  the  Natal  line, 
did  all  they  possibly  could  to  help  the  experiment  to 
success.  Is  this  not  the  first  time  alevins  have  ever 
been  travelled  so  far  so  successfully  ? 

I  hope  shortly  to  have  a  precise  report  as  to  whether 
the  alevins  were  still  alevins  on  arrival,  or  had 
developed  into  fry  on  the  journey.  My  correspondent 
tells  me  that  trout  are  breeding  weU  in  several  Natal 
streams,  where  fish  reared  from  ova  planted  by  the 
Natal  Government  were  turned  out  some  years  ago. 
Where  our  fish  were  turned  in  was,  I  believe,  not  long 
ago  the  scene  of  a  Boer-British  battle. — Yours  faith- 
fully, D.  S.  Graham. 

[Unquestionably  this  is  the  first  report  of  young 
trout  having  been  sent  safely  on  a  sea  and  land  journey 
of  thirty  days'  duration,  but  we  do  not  quite  see  the 
object  of  sending  200  little  fish  in  water  when  any 
quantity  of  eggs  can  be  sent  at  far  less  expense  and 
trouble.  Still  the  experiment  is  an  interesting  one, 
and  may  prove  very  useful  in  considering  the  trans- 
portation for  long  journeys  of  fish,  the  eggs  of  which 
hatch  out  in  a  week  or  so.  For  instance,  it  looks  as 
if  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  send  young  grayling  to 
Natal  or  even  to  New  Zealand,  provided  arrangements 
could  be  made  for  feeding  them  after  the  alevin  stage, 
that  is,  when  the  supply  of  food  in  the  umbilical  sac 
with  which  nature  starts  them  in  life  has  been 
exhausted.  Perch,  carp,  tench,  etc.,  have  been  safely 
carried  alive  to  New  Zealand  years  ago. — Ed.] 


AMONG  THE  PIKE  IN  MID-CHESHIRE. 

Sib —On  Monday,  March  11,  three  of  us  made  our 
way  to  a  somewhat  coveted  spot— an  ancestral  estate 
where  the  fishing  is  strictly  preserved.  A  railway 
journey  of  six  miles  followed  by  a  drive  of  five  miles 
brought  us  to  the  lake  before  eight  in  the  morning. 

For  two  hours  we  had  to  confine  our  attention  to 
bank  fishing,  with  the  strange  result  that  one  of  us 
landed  nine  very  fair  fish,  the  others  doing  nothing 
though  in  close  proximity.  After  ten  o'clock,  however, 
came  the  keeper  and  the  use  of  a  couple  of  punts,  and 
we  pushed  away  to  the  deeper  waters, 


We  were  live-baiting  in  water  from  ten  to  fifteen 
feet  deep  shaded  by  trees  and  bushes.  Yet  the  day 
wore  on  a  little  disappointingly,  for  no  fish  had  been 
gafied  heavier  than  61b.  or  71b. 

Later  in  the  day  I  placed  a  small  bright  dace  on 
Bickerdyke  snap-tackle  and  fished  quite  ten  feet  deep. 
Within  ten  seconds  the  bait  was  taken,  and  soon  I 
drove  the  steel  home.  Then  the  sport  began  and  I 
felt  that  I  might  possibly  land  my  heaviest  fish.  Away 
went  Esox,  making  the  reel  fairly  scream  and  smoke, 
and  taking  out  forty  yards  of  my  lightest  silk  line  and 
testing  what  happened  to  be  my  poorest  rod.  Back 
again  came  the  fish,  with  such  celerity  that  it  was 
difficult  to  keep  the  line  taut ;  then  for  a  second  we 
got  a  first  sight  of  the  fish,  and  found  it  to  be  well 
■within  the  teens. 

Another  dashing  excursion  and  my  best  fish  was 
brought  to  gafE ;  then  the  priest  did  his  work  and  the 
balance  proclaimed  the  weight  171b.,  amid  much  par- 
donable pride  and  happiness.  Five  minutes  afterwards 
the  same  tackle  accounted  for  an  eight-pounder,  and 
later  some  of  smaller  size. 

At  six  o'clock  our  sack  of  fish  was  wheeled  across 
to  the  farm,  where  it  was  found  to  weigh  951b.  My 
best  fish  before  Tilarch  11  was  9lb.,  and  now,  strange 
to  say,  I  am  longing  for  next  season  to  come  that  I 
may  get  out  of  the  teens  into  the  twenties.  What  a 
voracious  appetite  pike  fishermen  have  1  Esox  is  now 
imder  the  kindly  care  of  Cooper,  of  London. 

Cheshire.  John  W.  Foetnum. 


THE  THEORY  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— We  hear  the  theory  of  rainbow  trout 
going  down  to  the  sea.  I  wonder  if  anyone  has  tried 
the  experiment  of  keeping  them  in  salt  water  (I  mean 
sea),  and  if  so  for  how  long.  I  am  too  far  from  the 
coast  myself,  but  should  anyone  be  interested  and 
would  care  to  experiment  I  wiU  gladly  send  him  a  few 
fish,  yearlings  or  two-year-olds,  to  try.  An  old  fishmg 
punt  with  well  might  be  utilised  put  into  quiet  water, 
and  they  should  be  fed  and  very  gradually  accustomed 
to  their  new  temperature. — Yours  truly, 

Hyde  End  Fishery,  H.  H.  Gray. 

Brimpton,  Berks. 


ADJUSTABLE  SILENT  CHECK  REEL. 
Dear  Sir,— With  regard  to  the  above,  if  "  Scotch 
Reel  "  will  communicate  with  me  I  will  tell  him  who 
has  invented  a  Nottingham  centre-pin  reel  with  a 
silent  check.  Some  few  seasons  ago  I  wrote  in  your 
columns  the  history  of  the  Nottingham  reel,  and 
referred  to  the  invention  in  question.  But  there  are 
no  bars  on  my  friend's  reel.  Why  bars  ?  Personally, 
I  regard  bars  [as  in  the  way.  Few  Trent  anglers 
of  note  ever  sport  bars.— Yours  truly, 

Henry  Coxon. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

SiH  — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
whether  it  is  any  use  fishing  for  trout  with  the  fly  in 
Loch  Derg,  Ireland,  during  the  months  of  August  or 
September  ?  If  so,  what  flies  to  use.  I  have  caught 
trout  up  to  51b.  or  61b.  with  the  May  Fly  "  duppmg," 
and  have  occasionally  caught  one  in  August  when 
spinning  for  pike  with  artificial  bait,  but  should  be 
glad  to  know  if  the  fly  would  be  any  use  in  early 
autumn.— Yours  truly,  Roland  Errington. 

Warden,  Northumberland. 


SALMOSr  IN  THE  THAMES  AND  THAMES 
ANGLERS. 

Sir,— We  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  I  suggestions  and 
explanations  on  above  question  which  you  gave  in 
your  "  Occasional  Notes  "  on  March  30.  The  question 
has  been  troubling  "  we  other  anglers  "  very  much, 
and  my  letter  was  certainly  intended  as  a  preliminary 
to  a  mass  meeting  of  anglers  to  protest  against,  the 
Thames  becoming  (as  we  fear  it  will  do  when  saLmou 
is  in  it)  private  water.  In  support  of  our  views  I 
extract  the  following  from  an  article  in  Fishiruj,  April 
13,  1889  :— "  Briefly  the  facts  in  Blount  v.  Layard  were 
—Mr.  Blount  is  the  owner  of  land  at  Mapledurham, 
on  the  Thames,  and  claimed  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
river  adjoining  his  land;  Mr.  Layard,  as  a  Thames 
angler,  denied  the  right,  and  asserted  that  the  fishing 
in  "the  Thames  was  free  to  all..  He  fished  in  Mr. 
Blount's  water,  and  an  action  of  trespass  was  brought 
against  him.  The  result  was  that  the  jury  have  found 
that  Mr.  Blount  was  right,  and  that  Jlr.  Layard  was  a 
trespasser.  This  is  not  the  first  time  the  case  has  been 
tried.  It  was  tried  before,  and  the  title  of  Mr.  Blount 
was  too  strong  for  Mr.  Layard,  but  the  matter  went  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  they  directed  a  new  trial  as 
to  whether  the  fishing  that  was  admitted  had  taken 
place  had  merely  been  bv  the  owner's  leave  or  was  it 
an  exercise  of  Tight.  It  has  now  been  decided  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  licence,  not  of  leave,  and  unless  there 
is  a  further  appeal  on  the  question  of  fact,  which  we 
should  consider  to  be  very  unlikely,  the  question  of 
the  right  to  fish  in  the  Thames  at  Mapledurham  may 
be  considered  to  be  settled.  We  say  at  Mapledurham, 
for  in  reality  that  is  all  the  case  decides.  The  case 
really  goes  no  further  than  that,  and,  if  necessary, 
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each  landowner  on  the  river  would  have  to  brino-  an 
action  to  establish  his  right;  and  it  is  very°few 
landowners  who  could  prove  a  title  like  Mr.  Blount 
Yet,  after  discounting  the  decision  in  every  way  the 
awkward  fact  remains  that  it  is  possible  for  a  Thames 
landowner  to  prove  that  the  public  have  no  ric^ht  to 
fish  opposite  his  land.  The  legal  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  public  to  angle  in  the  Thames  has  been 
decided  against  the  public.  It  is  now  reduced  in  each 
case  to  what  a  landowner  can  prove.  Most  sincerely 
do  we  regret  the  decision,  for  it  means  this— that  in 
law  there  is  no  public  right  to  angle,  that  all  the 
angling  that  takes  place  is  on  sufferance  of  the  land- 
owner, and  can  be  stopped  at  once  if  a  landowner 
chooses." 

But  now  when  such  a  judge  of  theseimatters  as  our 
Editor  gives  us  his  opinion  we  shall  certainly  be 
content  to  wait,  at  least  until  things  are  more  ripe 
for  action,  when  we  sincerely  hope  we  shall  hear  from 
Mr.  Marston  again. 

Chaeles  Chaplais, 
Secretary,  Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

[We  do  not  see  how  any  mass  meeting  of  anglers 
can  prevent  the  Thames  Salmon  Angling  Association 
carrying  out  their  experiment,  or  that  Thames  anglers 
need  have  any  fear  that  the  association  will  ever  do 
anything  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  general  angling 
on  the  Thames.  They  are  gentlemen  and  sportsmen 
—Ed.] 


THE  YORKSHIEE  ESK. 
Dear  Sir, — I  adhere  to  the  assertions  made  in  my 
former  letter  regarding  the  Whitby  fishing  reports. 
To  speak  of  "  opening  days  "  in  March  for  "  pinkev"' 
fishing  is  meaningless.  JThe  season  for  them  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  when  the  close  time  for  salmon  ends.  The 
fishing  at  best  is  but  a  meagre  affair. 

Referring  to  previous  seasons'  reports  in  your  valu- 
able paper,  I  could  shew  many  instances  deserving 
the  censure  I  passed  upon  them  ;  but  I  am  unwilling, 
for  obvious  reasons,  to  publicly  refer  to  individual 
anglers.  I  will,  however,  cite  one  case,  about  which 
I  am  indifierent.  In  your  issue  of  June  26,  1897,  a 
take  of  thirty  byace  of  trout  by  one  man  (a  professional 
angler)  is  recorded,  "  minnow  and  fly  being  the  best 
lure."  These  trout  were  all  wormed  out  of  a  small 
brook  on  private  property  in  one  day,  as  was  well 
known  at  the  time.  The  same  individual  also  figured 
about  the  same  time  in  a  local  paper,  to  which,  I  am 
informed,  your  reporter  contributes  the  fishing  news. 
He  was  there,  under  the  head  of  "Angling  on  the 
Esk,"  credited  with  a  large  take  of  trout  which  were 
wormed  out  of  a  small  stream  near  Levisham,  miles 
away  from  the  Esk,  and  having  no  connection  with  it. 

I  will  support  my  former  statements  in  another 
way.  There  is  a  small  improtected  stream  near 
Sleights  out  of  which  small  trout  are  wormed  by  the 
score,  especially  during  and  after  a  spate,  and  several 
of  such  exploits  have  been  chronicled  in  your  paper. 
In  conclusion,  I  am  very  much  disposed  to  believe 
that  your  reporter  has,  in  these  matters,  been  the 
victim  of  misplaced  confidence,  and  so  misled. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Wheldon's  letter  in  your  paper  of 
March  30,  Colonel  Flamstead's  contribution  to  the 
funds  of  the  Angling  Association  (of  which  he  probably 
was  a  member)  was,  no  doubt,  a  great  help  to  them  in 
their  endeavours  to  stock  the  Esk  with  salmon,  but  I 
do  not  see  why  it  should  detract  from  their  'credit, 
nor  why  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  to 
their  obtaining  ova  should  be  viewed  in  a  similar 
light.  Having  regard  to  section  60  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act,  1865,  neither  Mr.  Wheldon  nor  anyone 
else  could  obtain  it  here  or  elsewhere  within  a  fishery 
district  without  such  sanction.  Mr.  Wheldon's  ex- 
position of  the  law  affecting  fishing  tenants  is  novel, 
but  "  a  tenant-at-will  by  the  payment  of  rent  becomes 
a  yearly  tenant  in  the  absence  of  a  contrary  intention 
between  the  landlord  and  tenant."  Angling  associa- 
tions and  other  yearly  fishing  tenants  are  therefore,  I 
presume,  able  to  maintain  their  rights. 

The  police  constables  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Esk 
carry  warrants  as  stated  by  Mr.  Wheldon,  but  they  do 
not  perambulate  the  rivers,  and  detections  by  them 
are  "  few  and  far  between." 

I  should  say  that  there  are  as  good  fly  fishers  on 
the  Esk  as  ever  there  were,  and  I  did  not  underrate 
the  takes  of  salmon  by  them,  my  estimate  of  one-tenth 
of  the  total  number  killed  by  rod  and  line  being  quite 
the  other -way. 

I  accept  Mr.  Wheldon's  correction  as  to  the  time 
when  the  fish  hatchery  was  last  in  use.  I  was  not 
aware  of  his  private  enterprise  in  the  matter  early  in 
1893,  the  year  in  which  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
district. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Bakek 

Grosmont. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

I  recollect  that  when  travelling  in  the  Tyrol  some 
thirty  years  ago  I  went  on  an  excursion  from  Hallstadt 
to  a  small  lake  up  among  the  hills  called,  I  think,  the 
Gossan  See,  and  that  at  a  small  inn  near  thereto 
called,  I  think.  Gossan  Smidt,  we  lunched  ofi  a 
delicious  fish  called  saibling,  and  which  I  was  told 
resembled  our  char.— Yours  faithfully 
Dulverton.  y.  S.  Hebvey. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  March  30  in  thq  article 
on  "Pishing  in  Switzerland,"  "  Benwyan."  appears  in 
doubt  on  several  of  the  English  names  quoted.  He 
will,  however,  I  think,  find  the  following  correct  :— 

I.  la  Lotte  is  the  burbot. 

5.  VAhlette  is  the  bleak. 

6.  le  Spirlin  is  also  a  species  of  bleak,  and  in  French 
IS  also  called  Ablette  Spirlin,  Ablette  Biponctuic. 

7.  le  Clicvanne  (Chevenne  or  CJievcsne),  Squalius 
cephalus,  is'the  chub,  but  Vcngerott  Leucisnus  Prasinus 
IS  a  variety  of  roach  {Qardon  Blanc)  and  is  sometimes 
called  Gardon  Yengercm  and  most  likely  is  a  hybrid. 

II.  la  Fdra  is  the  pollan,  the  Swiss  names  being 
Sandfelchen  and  Blaufelclmi. ' 

12.  la  Gravenche  (or  Fera  blanche  and  Fira  des 
grande  fonds)  is  also  a  pollan  found  only  in  the  deepest 
waters  of  Lake  Geneva,  excepting  during  December 
when  it  seeks  the  shallows  to  spawn. 

13.  r Ombre  covimun  is  the  grayling. 

li.  l'Ombre  chevalier  is  without  doubt  the  char, 
and  is  described  by  Linn  as  Salmo  salvelinus  and 
Salmo  umbra. 

Breme  is  the  bream,  and  Brime  de  Buggenhagen  the 
Pomeranian  bream. — Yours  truly, 

...    ,  H.  J.  Thomas. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


PATTERN  OP  DUNS. 
Dear  Sir,— Seeing  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  30, 
"Good  Pattern  Olive  Dun  Wanted,"  I  enclose  one 
Green  and  one  Golden  Olive.  I  have  also  sent 
samples  to  Mr.  Irvin.  These  I  can  supply  on  eyed 
hooks.— Y'ours  truly,  Tim.  McCarthy. 

The  Anglers'  Rest,  Waterville,  Kerry. 
[The  patterns  are  Al  for  wet  fly  fishing.— Ed.] 


THAMES  TROUT  PISHING. 
Dear  Sir,— Could  you  not  give  us  some  notes  on 
the  feeding  habits  of  Thames  trout,  with  a  hint  as  to 
those  parts  of  the  river  where  in  the  coming  season 
they  may  be  fished  for  with  a  reasonable  chance  of 
success  ?  I  am  sure  many  would  subscribe  to  re-stock- 
ing  did  they  not  feel  that  this  chance  is  too  remote  for 
occasional  anglers  and  those  not  "  in  the  know  "  to 
make  it  other  than  an  act  of  pure  altruism  —Yours 
faithfully,  E.  Sellon. 

Richmond. 

[We  have  published  a  great  many  accounts  of  Thames 
trout  fishing,  and  another  from  Mr.  Wheeley's  pen 
appears  in  this  issue.— Ed.] 


ANGLING  ON  THE  STOUR. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  correspondence,  may  I  inform 
"  F.  G.  B."  that  there  is  good  coarse  fishing  to  be  had 
from  the  towpath  on  the  Essex  side,  which  is  quite  free 
having  fished  there  myself,  and  hope  to  do  so  a^ain  in 
August.— Yours  truly,  E.  H.  Levbrmore. 


Dear  Sir,— If  "  P.  G.  B."  will  correspond  with  me 
I  can  give  him  the  information  he  requires,  as  I 
have  fished  the  Stour  for  some  years. — Yours  truly, 

William  Richards. 

39,  Mile  End-road,  Colchester,  Essex. 


NOTES  ABOUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Sir,— i?e  "Benwyan's"  notes,  page  218  in  Fishing 
Gazette,  March  30,  bottom  of  first  column,  he  says  :— 
"  No  person  whom  I  have  met  seems  to  know  it  by 
the  name  of  saibling,  or  whether  this  is  an  English 
or  foreign  name." 


CAN  STAIN  IN  GUT  BE  GOT  OUT  OR 

REDUCED  ? 
Dear  Sib,— May  I  be  permitted,  through  the 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper,  to  ask  if  any  of  my 
fellow  anglers  could  tell  me  of  some  method  for 
taking  the  colour  out  of  gut  which  has  been  over- 
stained  with  a  solution  of  logwood  and  sulphate  of 
copper  ?  I  have  tried  boiling,  but  that  does  not  seem 
to  make  much  difierence.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  Green  Dragon." 
[We  hope  that  some  remedy  may  be  available,  but 
are  doubtful,  and  there  is  always  the  chance  of  rotting 
the  gut.  As  the  dye  is  probably  only  on  the  surface, 
the  careful  use  of  very  fine  glass-paper  might  help 
matters,  or,  failing  that,  it  could  have  the  surface 
taken  off  on  a  brass  gut-drawing  plate  in  the  way  that 
"  drawn  gut "  is  made.— Ed.] 


HOW  CAN  NATURAL  PLIES  BE  KEPT  ALIVE  ? 

Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me 
how  to  keep  March  Browns  or  Blue  Duns  alive  so  as 
to  be  able  to  observe  their  metamorphosis  into  Great 
Red  Spinners  and  Red  Spinners  ?  I  tried  a  March 
Brown  in  a  glass  bottle  with  sufficient  ventilation, 
but  it  died  in  two  daj^s. — Yours  truly, 

P.  W.  Leslie. 


April  13,  1901 

rainbows  in  river. 

Dear  Sir,---I  gave  three  rods  leave  to  fish  on  mi 
reach  in  the  Lun  on  Good  Friday,  and  amongst  thi  : 
trout  caught  were  five  rainbows,  one  fib.  and  the  oth&  * 
four  about  ^Ib.  each,  all  within  one  Jiundred  yards  o 
where  my  hatchery  stream  runs  into  thei  river  som< 
above  and  some  below.    They  escaped  when  about  on< 
inch  long  through  the  screens,  and  are  now  just  twc 
years  old.    Twice  this  winter  the  river  has  risen  ovei 
eighteen  feet,  besides  many  smaller  floods,  and  yei 
they  have  never  left  the  place  where  they  entered  the 
river  more  than  one  hundred  yards.    I  have  also  heard 
from  others  who  have  turned  my  fish  into  rivers  that 
they  have  done  uncommonly  well  and  remain  there 
\  ours  truly,  Chris.  W.  Wilson.^ 

Rigmaden  Park,  Kirkby  Lonsdale 
April  9. 

SOME  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir,— I  thank  Messrs.  Taylor  and  EdwardesI 
for  replying  to  my  query  as  to  silent  reel. 

As  your  correspondence  columns  seem  always  open 
for  the  enlightenment  of  ignorance  I  venture  to  ask 
for  information  on  the  following  points  about  sea- 
trout  : — 

1.  Approximate  dates  at  which  the  run  starts  on  the 
earhest  and  latest  rivers  in  Great  Britain  ? 

2.  When  do  they  drop  back  in  above  rivers  ? 

3.  Does  the  date  of  the  run  become  gradually  later 
the  further  north  the  river  is  ? 

4.  I  presume  that  their  object  in  running  up  is  to 
reach  suitable  spawning  ground  ?  Yet  year  after  year 
they  run  up  rivers  in  which  they  can  get  no  further 
than  the  first  weir— for  example,  the  River  Aln  as 
described  by  Mr.  Hardy.  Where  do  the  fish  so  stopped 
spawn  ? 

5.  Do  they  spawn  every  season  ?  If  so  and  at  about 
the  time  of  brown  trout  they  cannot  have  very  long  in 
the  sea  ?  5 

6.  Are  they  ever  caught  as  "  kelts  "  ? 

7.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  like  salmon  incapable  of 
feeding  in  fresh  water,  and  merely  to  take  the  fly  or 
bait  as  an  experiment  ?  If  not.  Why  not  ?  as  their 
case  seems  parallel  to  that  of  the  salmon. 

8.  Is  there  any  infallible  distinction  in  appearance 
between  a  large  sea-trout  and  a  small  salmon  ? 

I  daresay  some  of  the  above  queries  show  dense 
Ignorance,  either  for  not  knowing  the  answer  or  not 
knowing  that  they  are  "  wropt  in  mystery,"  and  I 
hope  none  of  your  better  informed  readers  will  jump 
on  me,  but  will  kindly  give  as  much  enlightenment 
as  they  can  to  yours  truly,  Scotch  Reel. 


PRINCE  CHRISTIAN  VICTOR  MEMORIAL. 

(Proposed  aid  for  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors.) 
Sir,— Will  you  allow  us  to  appeal  for  assistance  in 
carrying  out  the  following  project,  which  was  organised 
towards  the  close  of  last  year  ? 

The  sympathy  evinced  by  our  lamented  and  revered 
Queen  Victoria  in  all  the  personal  sorrows  of  her 
people  arising  from  the  South  African  War  had 
awakened  a,  warm  and  grateful  response  in  the  hearts 
of  the  public,  and  it  was  then  resolved  to  give  expres- 
sion to  this  all-pervading  sentiment,  and  in  some 
demure  respectfully  to  reciprocate  the  sympathy 
which  had  been  shown,  by  establishing  a  permanent 
memorial  of  the  grandson  of  the  Queen,  Prince  Chris- 
tian Victor  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  who  died  in  the 
service  of  his  country  in  South  Africa. 

Although  the  circumstances  und^r  which  this  tribute 
would  have  been  paid  are  so  sadly  altered,  the  love 
and  gratitude  of  the  nation  are  only  intensified,  and 
the  fact  that  our  beloved  Sovereign  took  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  proposed  memorial,  and  that  it  was  one 
of  her  last  wishes  that  it  should  be  a  success,  not  only 
makes  it  impossible  to  withdraw  the  plan  of  a  collec- 
tion, which  might  otherwise  seem  inopportune  at  the 
present  time,  but  adds  a  pathos  to  the  appeal  which 
cannot  fail  to  ensure  its  favourable  reception  through- 
out the  country. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  memorial  shall  take  the  form 
of  a  fund  for  founding  and  endowing  beds  in  the 
Princess  Christian  Cottage  Homes  for  Disabled  Soldiers 
and  Sailors.  This  would  be  in  harmony  with  the 
spirit  and  aims  of  the  young  prince,  who  always  had 
the  interest  of  soldiers  at  heart. 

Donations  and  offers  of  assistance  in  collecting  may 
be  sent  to  the  -Hon.  Organising  Secretaries,  offtce  of 
the  Prince  Christian  Victor  Memorial,  Horse  Guards, 
Whitehall,  S.W.,  or  to  the  Memorial  Fund  at  Messrs.' 
Lloyd's  Bank,  16,  St.  James'-street,  S.W.  Donations 

and  collections  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  press.  

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)      Roberts,  P.M., 

President  of  the  General  Committee. 
(Signed)       Redvers  Bullbr,  General, 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
Office  of  the  Prince  Christian  Victor  Memorial 
Horse  Guards,  Whitehall,  S.W. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  Hamp- 
shire anglers  generally  will  indeed  be  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  that  fine  old  sportsman 
Mr.  Alfred  Godwin,  formerly  of  Asfield,  East  Hill, 
Winchester.  Many  a  delightful  half -hour  have  I 
passed  listening  to  Mr.  Godwin's  account  of  sport 
in  the  old  days  when  he  was  a  boy  in  Hampshire, 
and  later.  He  knew  the  River  Itchen  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  had  fished  most  of  it.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  old  Winchester  May  Fly  Mess,  and 
as  keen  and  jolly  an  angler  as  one  could  wish  to 
meet,  and  full  of  knowledge  of  the  world,  especially 
connected  with  legal  matters.  Among  other  famous 
cases  with  which  he  was  connected  was  the  great 
Tichborne  trial,  in  which  he  was  solicitor  for  the 
"  Infant."  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  since  I  had  a  long 
chat  with  him  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  he 
was  then  in  his  usual  wonderful  health  and  vigour. 
I  often  told  him  that  he  ought  to  write  an  account 
of  his  angling  and  other  experiences,  but  beyond 
an  occasional  note  on  some  topic  of  current  interest 
which  came  up  in  our  columns,  I  do  not  think  he 
wrote  anything.  I  hope  to  give  his  portrait,  if  I 
can  get  one.  Mr.  Godwin  died  on  April  10  at 
Alverstoke,  Hants,  aged  seventy-four,  and  was 
bm-ied  last  Saturday  in  Winchester  Cemetery. 


This  note  is  from  a  keeper  on  a  Hertfoidshire 
trout  stream : — 

"  Previous  to  the  flood  a  lot  of  trout  have  been 
seen  feeding.  Quite  a  big  Dun  is  on  the  water 
now  most  days— a  big  Olive  Dun  I  call  it ;  higher 
up  stream  it  is  called  March  Brown,  but  that  is  a 
mistake,  as  a  friend  of  yours  once  sent  me  dried 
specimens  of  March  Brown." 


Sea  anglers  have  often  wondered  how  it  was  a 
hooked  codfish  has  suddenly  increased  in  weight 


and  gone  to  the  bottom  like  a  bullet.  It  is  all 
now  explained— ^/tc!/  tale  in  ballast : — 

"  A  highly-original  observation  upon  the  be- 
haviour of  fish  in  deep  water  is  attributed  to  a 
long- experienced  captain  of  a  steam  fishing  smack, 
so  remarkable  as  to  deserve  special  notice.  The 
fishing  boats  belonging  to  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Nortli  Sea  found  in  their  catch  lately  a  dis- 
proportionately small  quantity  of  codfish.  The 
captam  maintained  that  he  had  foreseen  this  for 
eight  days,  because  most  of  the  fish  caught  had 
sand  in  their  stomachs.  He  claims  to  liave  often 
observed  that  just  before  the  fish  left  the  shallow 
water  of  the  southern  banks  they  took  sand  into 
their  stomachs,  and  soon  after  fisli  caught  in  deeper 
northei^i  waters  showed  the  same  peculiarity. 
Then  when  the  time  for  migrating  from  these  deep 
waters  came  again,  the  fish  disposed  of  the  sand. 
The  theory  has  been  advanced  that  the  sand  is 
taken  in  as  ballast,  and  is  rejected  when  shallow 
water  is  to  be  returned  to.  The  sand  often  differs 
in  colour  and  grain  from  that  of  the  bottom  where 
the  fish  are  found.  It  is  claimed  that  this  sand 
may  supply  a  guide  for  the  fishermen. — Hanna. 

The  New  "  On  Sight  Eyed  Fly  Box." 

Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  of  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  and  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapham  Jimction, 
S.W.,  called  the  other  day  to  show  me  the  fimi's 
newest  thing  in  fly  boxes.  It  is  quite  time  a  new 
box  came  out,  not  that  there  are  no  first-rate  ones 
on  the  market,  because  there  are  many,  but  dry  fly 
anglers  want  a  new  box  to  talk  about,  and  here  is 
a  first-rate  one. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration  that  the 
box  is  divided  into  compartments — ten  of  them — 


each  provided  with  a  hinged  and  bolted  lid,  and 
each  lid  has  a  circular  window  of  transparent 
celluloid  in  it,  through  which  you  can  see  the  flies 
without  opening  the  lid.  There  is  a  compartment 
also  for  gut  casts,  a  pair  of  tweezers,  useful  in 
taking"  out  a  fly,  and  a  cork  hospital  for  flies  which 
have  done  duty.  It  is  a  box  which  will  tempt 
many  an  angler  to  buy  "  on  sight,"  and  he  will  not 
regret  it; 

Mr.  Smith  has  passed "  many  years  in  the  Far 
East,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  could,  from  actual 
observation,  answer  Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells's  question 
as  to  how  and  why  bamboo  canes  are  burned  or 
mottled.  Mr.  Smith  said  he  believed  it  was  done 
when  the  canes  were  cut,  and  to  please  our  market, 
but  that  he  had  never  seen  it  done.  He  thinks 
most  of  the  bamboo  canes  used  for  fishing  rods 
now  come  from  British  Burmah.  Possibly  our 
Consuls  at  Rangoon  or  Mandalay  can  tell  us.  I 
will  ask  them. 


Recipe  for  Cooking  Carp. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Corsan  writes  to  Forest  and  Stream 
to  tell  how  he  spears  carp,  and  adds : — 

"  What  do  I  do  with  the  carp  I  spear  ?  Why, 
as  a  joke,  I  give  them  to  those  who  ask  me  for 
them.  As  the  song  goes,  '  They  never  ask  again.' 
Have  you  ever  eaten  flannel  ? 

"  Here  is  a  German  recipe  for  cooking  boarding- 
house  carp :  Boil  in  one  quart  of  lager  beer,  in 
which  is  dropped  a  bit  of  cheese ;  the  carp  will 
emerge  white,  firm,  and  free  from  bitterness.  But 
the  liquid  wUl  be  so  bitter  that  it  would  be  rejected 
by  the  thirstiest  bunco-steerer  that  ever  roamed 
the  plains.  Another  recipe  is  Jewish :  Stuff  with 
bread  crumbs  and  egg,  onions  and  garlic,  salt, 
pepper,  etc.,  and  bake  in  the  oven." 

The  Hampshire  Avon  can  show  some  good 
salmon  if  not  in  great  numbers.    Fishing  with  the 


fly  at  Ringwood  last  Saturday,  Mr.  Reginald  Morant 
killed  a  38pb.  fish,  and  on  Afonday  he  had  one  of 
181b.  The  river  has  been  high  but  in  good  con- 
dition for  fishing,  and  several  fish  have  been  seen. 

By  a  slip  of  the  pen  "  L."  in  last  week's  Field 
gives  the  weights  in  a  list  of  marked  and  recaptured 
salmon,  copied  from  Herr  Landmark's  latest  report 
of  the  Norwegian  Salmon  Fisheries,  in  kilogrammes 
instead  of  in  hectogrammes,  so  that  fish  No.  1773 
in  the  list  appears  as  185  kilos,  or  4071b.,  instead  of 
40/j|lb.    The  list  is  an  interesting  one. 


I  find  the  following  curious  receipt  in  a  rare  and 
\ery  old  little  French  treatise  on  fishing,  kindly 
lent  to  me  by  Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbey  : — "  Take  the  liver 
of  a  pike  and  roast  it  hard,  then  powder  it  with 
prepared  saffron  and  roll  it  in  some  fresh  skin  of  a 
calf  or  a  sheep ;  with  this  you  will  catch  crayfish 
and  fish  in  gi-eat  quantity."  There  are  many  other 
quaint  receipts,  but  this  of  making  the  pike  serve 
as  bait  for  other  fish  has  a  touch  of  gi-irn  humour 
about  it.  The  booklet  is  entitled  :  "  New  Book  in 
which  are  Contained  XXVII.  New  and  Approved 
Receipts  to  Catch  Fishes,  Ducks,  and  Birds  with 
the  Hand,  Rods,  Nets,  Baits,  etc."  Sixteen  pages ; 
size  Sin.  by  Sin.    No'date  or  publisher's  name. 

Rainbows  Spawn  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
The  secretary  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery'  sends  me 
the  following  note,  which  is  from  the  letter  of  one 
of  their  custoiners  who  has  put  rainbow  trout  into 
a  stream  in  Sutherlandshire  : — "  It  may  interest  you 
to  know  that  on  Thursday  last,  April  11,  the  rainbow 
trout  which  I  got  from  Wyi-esdale  last  year  began 
to  go  mp  the  stream  to  spawn  for  the  fii'st  time.  I 
have  had  the  stream  watched  each  day,  and  there 
were  no  signs  imtU  Thursday.  I  went  to  look  at 
the  stream  on  April  12  myself,  and  saw  several  beds 
which  had  been  cleaned.  I  thought  you  might 
like  to  know  this,  as  it  will  give  you  some  idea  as 
to  the  time  when  these  fish  will  spawn  in  the 
North  of  Scotland."  R.  B.  Maeston. 


ROYAL  PATRONAGE  OF  THE  THAMES 
ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 


The  following  replies  have  been  received  by  Mr. 
H.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C.,  the  president,  and  communi- 
cated to  the  society ; — 

Windsor  Gastle, 
April  4,  1901. 
SiE, — I  have  submitted  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult. 
to  the  King,  and  I  am  now  commanded  to  inform  you 
that  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  accede  to  the  request  con- 
tained therein,  that  he  should  continue  his  patronage 
to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  Peobtn,  General, 
Keeper  of  H.M.  Privy  Purse. 


York  House,  St.  James's  Palace, 
March  15,  1901. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  yom'  communication  addressed  to 
the  Duke  of  Cornwall  and  York  on  behalf  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  I  am  desired 
by  his  royal  Highness  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
much  pleasure  in  consenting  to  become  a  patron  of 
the  society.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Arthur  Bigge. 


A  MOENING  S  BASS  FISHING 
OFF  NEWHAVEN. 


The  Old  Nore  Point  is  situate  about  half-way 
between  Newhaven  breakwater  and  Rottingdeau; 
it  is  the  best  spot  I  know  of  for  large  bass.  The 
reef  rims  out  some  half  mile  from  the  shore.  Th" 
bass  first  appear  there  about  the  end  of  April,  ard 
in  May  excellent  sport  can  be  obtained  with  them, 
for  at  that  time  of  year  the  wind  is  often  oft'  the 
chalk  clift's  which  here  form  the  shore.  The  bass 
take  best  in  the  early  morning,  I  suppose  because 
they  are  hungi-y  then,  ha\ing  been  unable  to  catch 
the  small  fish  and  sand-eels  which  form  at  an.v 
rate  one  of  their  principal  articles  of  diet  dm-ing 
the  hours  of  darkness. 

(  Day  was  just  davming  one  morning  at  three  a.m. 
when  a  shower  of  gravel  thrown  by  C  ,  my  fisher- 
man, woke  me  up.  We  embai-ked  at  the  bridge 
which  spans  the  Ouse  liver,  and  rowed  out  pjist  the 
breakwater  to  om-  fishing  gr-ound.    It  was  obvious 


! 


that  the  bass  were  feeding  from  the  number  of  gulls 
which  hovered  screaming  over  the  reef  to  catch  the 
bait  which  the  bass  were  driving  to  the  surface. 
It  was  nearly  low  water,  so  that  the  conditions  were 
most  favourable,  as  the  bass  always  take  best  on 
the  first  of  the  flood.  For  surface  fishmg  I  use  two 
heavy  rods  spread  at  right  angles  to  the  boat,  a 
long  double  gut  snood  which  I  plait  myself,  no  lead, 
and  a  white  artificial  sand-eel.  When  it  is  rough 
I  use  a  lai-ge  one  ;  when  it  is  calm,  as  it  was  that 
mommg,  I  use  a  smaller  sized  one.     "We  rowed 

straight  to  where  the  gulls  were  feeding ;  C   took 

the  paddles,  and  keeping  carefully  to  the  extreme 
edge  of  the  shoal  of  fish,  so  as  not  to  frighten  them, 
I  began  fishmg,  lettmg  out  about  thirty  yards  of 

line  from  each  reel.    C  paddled  across  the  tide, 

which  here  runs  strong,  so  that  our  baits  might 
fish  over  water  which  had  been  undisturbed  by  the 
passage  of  the  boat.  Bass  are  very  shy  fish,  and  if 
a  boat  rows  through  the  shoal  they  often  cease 
feedmg  and  go  to  the  bottom.  Great  silvery  boils 
in  the  water  showed  that  the  fish  were  feeding  close 
to  us,  and  almost  immediately  I  hooked  a  large  fish 
on  the  rod  I  was  holding.  The  fish  was  very 
strong,  and  ran  out  a  good  deal  of  line  in  his  first 

rush.   C  wound  the  other  line  up  out  of  the  way. 

In  the  stem  of  my  boat  I  have  an  arrangement  of 
varnished  boards,  which  makes  a  platform  like  the 
stem  of  a  Thames  punt,  and  saves  reeling  up  the 
line  every  tune  a  fish  is  hooked.  The  line  rims  ofif 
these  boards  quite  smoothly  when  it  is  necessary  to 
give  out  line  to  a  fish's  rashes.  My  fish  kept  deep 
in  the  water,  which  is  always  a  sign  of  a  heavy  fish, 
and,  although  I  got  him  well  under  the  rod  point,  and 
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I  caught  three  more  good  fish  in  this  pool  before 
the  passage  of  the  boat  up  and  down  in  the 
shallow  water  had  frightened  the  other  fish,  and 
we  then  commenced  rowing  up  and  down  over  the 
reef,  out  to  sea  and  back  again.  The  rough  groimd 
extends  for  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
When  the  Bishopstone  tide-mill  bears  half  way 
along  the  Newhaven  breakwater  it  is  no  use  going 
further  out  to  sea  as  the  water  is  too  deep.  Bass 
vary  a  great  deal  in  their  gameness.  Some  fish  we 
hooked  lay  just  kickmg  in  the  swell  almost  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  and  did  not  begin  fighting  till 
they  got  close  up  to  the  boat.  As  the  tide  rose 
and  the  sun  came  out  stronger  our  sport  fell  off, 
and  as  we  were  pretty  tired  with  our  exertions  we 
rowed  back  round  the  Newhaven  breakwater. 

I  have  never  hooked  a  bass  surface  fishing  along 
the  breakwater  itself,  though  I  have  often  tried ; 
a  strong  tide  runs  round  the  end  of  the 
breakwater.  When  the  weather  has  been  calm 
and  the  sun  strong  I  have  often  seen  them  swim- 
ming about  along  the  seaweed  which  fringes  it.  I 
have  often  also  tried  to  catch  these  fish  with  bait 
off  the  breakwater,  but  never  with  any  success, 
though  I  tried  with  small  hve  flatfish,  live  sand- 
eels,  live  prawns,  soft  crabs,  and  many  other  baits. 
Up  the  river  the  bass  may  be  caught  either  on 
trimmers  baited  with  live  roach,  or  on  bottom 
lines  baited  with  herring,  mackerel,  or  flatfish,  but 
j  it  is  at  best  a  poor  form  of  sport. 

We  reached  the  harbour  about  eight  o'clock,  and 
I  exhibited  my  catch  to  a  friend,  whose  yacht  was 
lying  in  the  harbour ;  he] had  not  even  risen  from 
his  slumbers  when  I  came  aboard,  and  presented 


An  Eleven  Pound  Bass. 


made  C  paddle  slowly  ahead,  it  was  some  time 

before  I  could  get  him  to  the  surface.  AVhen  I  did 
so,  he  saw  the  boat,  and  made  a  fine  rush  for  liberty. 
At  last  he  is  tu-ed  out ;  we  several  times  get  a  sight 

of  a  thick  silvery  side  as  he  sheers  off,  C  comes 

round  to  the  stem,  and,  seizing  the  first  opportunity, 
gaffs  a  fine  silvery  fish  of  81b.  A  couple  of  blows 
on  the  back  of  the  head  soon  finish  his  stru'^gles 
and  we  lay  him  under  the  boards  in  the  stern  of 
the  boat.  If  a  bass  is  allowed  to  die  slowly  he 
dies  with  his  mouth  open,  which  greatly  spoils  his 
appearance. 

The  shoal  had  moved  on  some  distance  whUst  we 
were  thus  engaged,  but  as  soon  as  we  had  rowed  up 

to  it  again  I  hooked  a  fish  on  each  rod;  C  

played  one  fish  and  I  the  other,  and  we  gaffed  two 
nice  fish  of  61b.  and  41b.  respectively. 

The  shoal  then  either  left  off  feedmg  or  went  to 
the  bottom,  so  we  rowed  back  to  the  top  of  the 
reef  and  fished  towards  the  shore.  Here  there 
were  several  poUack  feedmg,  of  which  I  captured 
several,  but  the  largest  was  only  about  41b 
weight.  On  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland  I  have 
caught  them  m  Loch  Ewe  in  Eoss-shke  up  to  161b 
weight  on  the  rod,  but  off  the  Sussex  coast  they 
run  small.  There  is  a  deep  pool  among  the  rocks 
*° -^^"^  opposite  a  cave  in  the  chalk 

chiis.  By  lifting  my  bait  over  an  outer  ledge  of 
rocks  outside  the  pool  I  was  able  to  fish  this  pool. 
tT~,  PJ^'^'^l^,'!  '^'ery  lightly  and  carefully,  and  here 
1  hooked  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a  splendid  fish  of 
illb.,  which  dashed  out  to  sea  through  the  rocks 
with  immense  power.  He  took  a  long  time  to  kill 
keeping  low  in  the  water,  and  shaking  his  head 
savagely  from  side  to  side  to  get  the  hook  out,' but 
we  got  him  at  last. 


him  with  an  81b.  bass  for  his  crew.  The  bass  off 
Newhaven  certainly  run  large,  larger  even  than  off 
Beachy  Head,  which  is  an  excellent  locality  for 
surface  fishing. 

Later  on  in  the  summer  a  good  many  mackerel 
may  be  captured  surface  fishing  among  the  bass 
and  pollack  in  both  localities.  The  late  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilcocks,  the  author  of  the  "  Sea  Fisherman,'"' 
who  often  fished  with  me  off  Newhaven,  gave  rae 
the  followmg  recipe  for  cooking  bass,  and  so  treated 
they  will  be  found  most  excellent : — 

"Directions  for  cooUng  hass.—CvA,  off  spine  on 
back,  carefully  scale,  cut  open  and  clean  fish. 
Stuff  with  veal  stuffing,  with  plenty  of  herbs  such 
as  thyme  in  it;  sew  up  fish  with  white  cotton. 
Bake  fish  till  cooked,  and  baste  well  with  dripping 
durmg  cooking.  Fish  from  71b.  to  91b.  weight 
require  from  fifty  minutes  to  an  hour's  cooking." 

The  aocompanyiiig  photograph  represents  the 
largest  bass  we  caught  that  morning— a  fish  of 
eleven  pounds  weight.  A.  D.  L. 


TEOUTING  IN  ABEEDEENSHIEE. 

The  season  promises  to  be  a  late  one,  unless 
matters  brighten  up  a  bit  and  the  temperature  of 
the  rivers  rises. 

For  salmon  angling  it  is  all  very  well,  frosts  and 
excessive  floods  being  the  only  thing  to  put  it 
down  and  make  the  angler  decamp,  but  for 
successful  brown  trout  anglmg  genial  weather  of 
a  moderate  kind  is  a  sine  qud  non.  In  the  earlier 
parts  of  the  Don,  Deveron,  Findhom,  and  kindred 
streams  the  brown  trout  season  should  now  be  at 
its  height.     The  fly  is  beginning  to  make  its 
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appearance  in  greater  force,  and  the  fish  are  then 
most  greedily  attracted  to  it.  It  is  now  that  the 
best  baskets  are  made  to  the  fly,  even  those  heavier 
fish  of  fi-om  21b.  to  41b.  rising  freely  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  season,  when  nothing  but  a  spinning 
bait  wiU  fetch  them  later  on. 

The  brown  trout  season  follows  naturally  in  the 
wake  of  the  early  spring  finnock,  and  on  many  of 
the  streams  the  baskets  are  not  infrequently  mixed. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  on  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  rivers  with  an  early  run  of  sea-trout,  and  on 
those  more  famous  sea-trout  streams  where  yellow 
trout  abound.  The  lures  are  pretty  much  the 
same  for  both,  although  as  a  rule  larger  patterns 
are  preferred  when  working  for  sea-trout  or  finnock, 
and  smaller  flies  for  brown  trout. 

The  flies  for  April  are  the  March  Brown,  Blue 
Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Cowdung 
Needle  Brown,  Water  Cricket,  Golden  Dun  Midge, 
and  Stone  Fly;  and  those  for  May,  the  Yellow 
Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Hawthorn  Fly,  Hare's  Ear,  Stone 
Fly,  Greentail  May  Fly,  Black  Gnat,  and  Oak  Fly. 
This  is  the  selection  preferred  by  such  an  excellent 
authority  as  Mr.  MaUoch,  of  Perth,  than  whom 
few  know  better  the  best  killing  lures  for  these 
parts.  In  addition  to  the  usual  standards  there  is 
the  list  of  fancies— almost  an  endless  one.  It  is 
constantly  being  added  to  by  some  new  creation  or 
another,  and  were  it  not  that  many  of  these 
creations  only  endure  for  a  season,  the  accumulations 
would  become  a  burden  too  heavy  for  the  average 
tier's  mental  capacity  to  carry  about.  As  for  the 
average  angler,  if  he  can  name  a  dozen  of  those  that 
may  have  passed  through  his  hands  he  may  well  be 
proud  of  the  feat. 

All  these  fancies  are  more  or  less  variations  of 
one  or  other  of  the  standard  patterns.  The  March 
Brown  is  not  much  tampered  with,  but  its  sombre, 
sparrowlike  appearance  is  not  infrequently  relieved 
by  a  tag  of  yellow  or  a  rib  of  gold  or  sUver  tinsel, 
and  then  it  passes  into  use  as  the  "  Tiddly-Dhu," 
the  "  Cash,"  "  Pippin,"  or  such  like.  The  Spinners 
lend  themselves  wings  and  become  doctors.  Thus 
the  Red  Spinner  with  a  bit  of  red  wing  is  known 
as  the  "  Dr.  Fowler,"  and  so  on.  These  fancies 
are  often  improvements  for  certain  localities  and 
certain  conditions  of  the  water,  and  an  acceptable 
change  when  the  standard  lure  is  all  out  of  it. 
The  "  Cash  "  and  "  Dr.  Fowler,"  or  the  "  Soldier 
Palmer,"  have  proved  excellent  fancies  for  the  Don, 
Ythan,  and  Ugie,  and  in  like  manner  the  particular 
fancies  for  other  districts  will,  no  doubt,  have  their 
special  attractions  for  their  respective  waters. 

G.  M. 


POND  GUDGEON. 


1 


The  gudgeon  is  by  nature  undoubtedly  an  in- 
habitant of  clear  running  streams,  but  when  ' 
removed  to  still,  and  even  stagnant,  waters  he  will 
increase  and  multiply  exceedingly.  This  is,  no 
doubt,  a  rather  startling  statement  to  make,  but  so 
it  is,  for  there  is  no  farm  or  wayside  pond,  unless 
very  much  contaminated  by  drainings  from  farm- 
yards, where  they  will  not  live  and  flourish. 
Although  I  know  they  did  well  in  large  reservoirs 
—the  one  at  Thornton,  which  supplies  the  town  of 
Leicester,  may  be  given  as  an  example,  where  the 
gudgeon  are  of  large  size  and  very  numerous — until 
about  ten  years  ago  I  had  no  idea  they  could  li\'e 
in  small  ponds.  I  was  visiting  a  friend'  near  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  who  pointed  out  to  me  a  small  pond, 
apparently  formed  from  an  accumulation  of  water 
in  an  old  clay  or  marl  pit ;  this,  he  informed  me, 
was  full  of  gudgeon  which  had  been  bred  from  a 
few  put  in  from  the  bait-can  of  an  angler  a  few 
years  before.  I  was  very  much  astonished  at  this, 
and  also  to  hear  that  they  were  fat  and  good  eating. 
A  year  or  so  after,  the  pond  in  the  centre  of  Ling- 
field  village  became  very  offensive,  and  it  was 
decided  to  run  it  off  and  clean  out  the  mud; 
when  it  was  empty  there  were  immense  quantities 
of  gudgeon,  also  a  great  many  carp.  This  pond 
is  called,  by  the  way,  "  The  Gun  Pit  "—the  origin 
of  this  name  is  obscure.  Though  a  quantity  of 
iron  ore  is  found  in  the  parish,  I  cannot  find  tliat 
any  iron-works  existed  in  the  village.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a  gun  or  guns  were  thrown  in  it,  in 
Boer  fashion,  during  the  Civil  War,  but  this  is  mere 
conjecture  and  quite  unsupported  by  any  evidence: 
For  many  years,  however,  it  was  the  receptacle  for 
deceased  dogs  and  cats  and  no  inconsiderable 
amount  of  sewage.  There  is  no  spring  in  it,  the 
only  supply  of  water  being  from  the  washings  from 
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the  street.  Now,  here  we  have  a  pond  which  few 
people  would  expect  to  support  even  carp  or  tench, 
yet  the  gudgeon  bred  and  flourished  in  it.  Although 
the  water,  from  a  succession  of  dry  summers,  was 
very  foul,  it  was  evident  they  had  bred  that  year 
from  the  great  nmnbers  of  small  ones,  from  half 
an  iach  to  an  inch  in  length,  which  could  be  seen 
lying  on  the  mud. 

My  next  experience  was  in  the  ponds  at  Putten- 
den,  in  the  same  parish.  These  carp  ponds  are 
small  and  dependent  on  smrface  water  for  their 
"upply,  and  into  the  upper  one  all  the  drainage 
^om  the  house  ran  at  that  time,  also  the  water 
from  a  farmyard.  Now  the  gudgeon  swarmed  in 
these  ponds,  making  it  most  difficult  to  keep  a  bait 
on  your  hook  for  a  minute  ;  even  a  large  piece  of 
•paste  was  gone  before  a  carp  could  find  it — seeing 
it  was  out  of  the  question  as  the  water  was  as 
thick  as  pea-soup.  I  could  mention  other  ponds 
abounding  with  these  fish,  but  I  think  I  have 
quoted  a  sufficient  number. 

I  should  mention,  however,  that  the  gudgeon 
from  these  last-mentioned  ponds  were  very  good 
eating,  in  fact  could  not  be  distinguished  by  their 
■  flavour  from  those  from  the  neighbouring  brook. 
AH  anglers  will,  I  think,  agree  with  me  that  there 
is  no  more  valuable  bait  than  a  gudgeon,  or  one 
more  difficult  to  obtain,  but  after  reading  the 
above  anyone  can  always  ensure  a  supply  for  the 
future  by  putting  a  dozen  or  two  into  any  pond  in 
his  immediate  neighbourhood;  if  he  has  not  one 
of  his  own  he  can  stock  the  village  or  wayside 
pond,  or  one  or  two  belonging  to  a  farm.  The 
best  way  is~to  put  them  in  the  water  at  night,  and 
let  no  one  see  you,  or  boys  will  begin  to  fish  for 
them  directly.  Now  is  the  best  time  to  do  it  so 
that  they  will  spawn  this  season. 

Edwin  Gosling. 
[We  know  an  artificial  lake,  miles  from  any 
stream,  into  which  gudgeon  were  introduced  many 
years  ago,  and  where  they  have  multiplied  exceed- 
ingly; but  there  are  no  pike  in  the  pond,  and 
unless  the  gudgeon  can  be  kept  down  there  is 
danger  of  their  eating  too  much  of  the  spavm  of 
other  fish. — Ed.] 


DRESSING  OF  STONEELY,  ETC. 

Although  it  may  be  rather  early,  let  me  send 
you  a  dressing  of  this  fly  as  foUows  :—-Bo%— singed 
cork,  ringed  with  hghter  silk.  Hackle—a,  little  of 
landrail  underwing.  SJioulder— smoky  fur  or  pig's 
down.  Wmgr— formerly  I  used  the  surgical  gutta- 
percha film,  but  found  it  too  perishable ;  I  am  now 
trying  for  something  else,  and  when  I  get  it  will 
communicate.  Goldbeater 's-skin  might  do  if  it 
could  be  rendered  tough  enough  to  resist  water. 
Antennm—a.ny  brownish  tapering,  rather  stiff, 
hairs.  Body  si(/pport~&ny  light  tough  substance 
stiff  enough  to  tie  upon. 

Shave  the  cork  thin ;  pad  inside  to  shape  (tie  as 
per  sample,  or,  rather,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  ;  it 
is  too  large,  and  a  sorry  imitation  of  those  I  used 
to  make,  done  from  memory). 

It  was  at  the  scene  of  a  short  dialogue  embalmed 
in  a  Punch  of  ancient  date  that  one  of  these  flies 
came  useful.  The  wide  shallow  river  Garwogne 
there  passes  the  ruined  walls  of  an  old  burnt  out 
d.istillery,  and  the  place  is,  in  due  season,  alive  with 
Stone  Flies,  particularly  at  and  after  dusk  of  a  warm 
June  evening.  On  a  fine  bright  day  I  located  a 
lusty  trout  rising  at  the  down  river  side  of  a  layer 
of  limestone  cropping  out  under  water.  I  tried, 
but  could  not  move  him  till  I  got  a  few  sycamore 
leaves  from  the  trees  overhead,  which  I  observed 
floating  down  stream.  I  threaded  them  on  my 
casting  line  and  line,  then  unconsciously 
assunnng  some  of  the  dry  fly  fishers'  art  (to 
me  at  the  time  unknown).  I  waded  up  a 
shallow  for  several  yards  and  let  a  long  line 
drift  to  the  exact  spot,  my  fly  being  a  few  inches 
beyond  the  last  leaf.  It  was  at  once  taken— that 
trout  had  turned  over  a  new  leaf— and  the  others 
vanished  in  the  tussle;  eventually  (as  well  as  I 
remember)  he  scaled  a  couple  of  pounds.  Again 
trying  the  same  trick  another  thing  happened. 
There  was  "  a  rowl  like  a  dog  otther,"  there  was  a 
snap  and  a  jerk,  and  away  went  my  fly,  with  most 
of  the  casting  line,  across  the  stream,  adhermg  to 
a  salmon  of  many  pounds  displacement  to  judge 
by  the  breadth  of  his  silver  streak. 

Having  mentioned  the  little  dialogue  which, 
found  its  way  into  Punch,  perhaps    I   may  be 


forgiven  for  repeating  it,  as  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge he  gave  nothing  for  the  copyright  either  of  it 
or  its  illustration.  Two  lads  from  the  town,  fishing 
with  the  natural  Stone  Ply  one  evening,  got 
separated  at  some  distance  on  either  side  of  me  as 
it  became  dark.  A  shout  from  one  of  them  passed 
by  me  :  "  Are  you  there,  Pat  ?  Did  you  get  'eer  a 
bite?"  "No,  only  wan  small  wan!"  to  which 
the  first  replied — "  Och,  lave  it  there  an'  come 
home,  shure  you'll  get  more  than  that  in  bed  1  " 

By  niy  own  bed-time  I  had  often  got  a  nice  dish 
of  fish  in  that  water,  and  an  evening  rarely  passed 
without  my  hooking  a  bat  or  a  swallow  with  my 
Stone  FHes,  or,  as  they  were  called  there.  Wall 
Flies. 

Note.— The  wing  is  tied,  reversed  and  folded 
back.  There  are  four  thicknesses  of  gold-beater's 
skin  in  the  wings,  stuck  together  with  solution  of 
cobbler's  v/ax  in  spirit.  I  had  no  tapering  hairs  for 
the  head.  The  body  support  is  fine  aluminium 
wire.  The  cork  was  singed,  then  softened  in  warm 
water.  I  have  little  doubt  better  ones  could  be 
bought  in  the  shops  nowadays.  I  wanted  to  try 
their  Xylonite  film  for  wing  but  cannot  get  it.  I 
had  no  pattern  fly  here.  Benwyan. 

[Benwyan's  imitation  certainly  looTcs  very  killing. 


SPRING  SEA-TROUTING. 


Thirteen  years  ago  many  authorities,  the  victims 
of  a  traditional  prejudice,  stoutly  maintained  that 
such  a  fish  as  a  clean  spring  sea-trout  did  not  swim 
the  waters  of  these  isles.  The  writer  held  the 
opposite  view,  not  merely  as  an  article  of  theoretical 
faith  based  on  the  obvious  analogy  of  the  spring 
salmon,  but  as  a  fact  within  his  personal  know- 
ledge, in  so  far  as  the  finest  specimens  of  sea-trout 


one  Cham  of  North  Uist  lochs,  not  far  from  the 
iiochmaddy  Hotel,  in  addition  to  the  sea-trout 
fishing,  the  only  salmon  fishing  with  the  fly  in 
lochs  to  be  obtained  m  this  country  in  spring  can 
be  enjoyed.  The  sport  is  often  first-rate,  and 
days  not  far  removed  in  point  of  excellence  from 
those  enjoyed  on  Loch  More,  in  Caithness-shire,  arc 
not  unknown. 

On  both  islands  the  tidal  pools  arc  at  their  best 
in  sprmg,  and  though  sport  in  such  romantic  and 
mterestmg  waters  is  somewhat  uncertain  owing 
to  the  fickle  nature  of  the  fish,  yet,  when  in  the 
mood,  sea-trout  never  take  with  such  avidity  as  in 
the  brackish  pools  swept  by  the  tides.  In  such 
pools  and  those  of  Loch  A-Bharp,  near  and  fished 
from  the  Lochboisdale  Hotel,  South  Uist,  are  typical 
of  this  class  of  water.  As  a  rule  the  fish  either  take 
well  or  ill,  and  are  usually  caught  at  fixed  points. 
.They  come  "on"  and  "off  the  feed."  If  "off," 
one  must  fish,  with  brief  rests,  until  they  come 
"  on  "  ;  if  "  on,"  one  must  seize  the  hour  and  secure 
as  many  as  possible  during  the  rise.  In  any  case, 
one  must  keep  pegging  away  now  in  the  loch  above 
and  now  in  the  pools,  watching  the  tides  and  any 
atmospheric  or  climatic  change  likely  to  brmg  the 
fish  on.  Any  change  may  "  make  them  take."  A 
glmt  of  sunshine,  a  warm  flush  of  west  wind  off  the 
sea,  the  last  of  a  high  tide  on  which  the  fish  fall  back, 
and  so  forth,  are  all  causes  which  may  bring  on  a 
crowded  hour.  On  the  last  day  enjoyed  by  the 
writer  on  the  Bharp  pools  a  fine  specimen  of 
that  rare  fish,  the  tidal  trout,  was,  as  it  happened, 
the  only  reward  of  much  labour,  but  as  a  good  tidal 
trout  is,  like  a  good  Thames  trout,  an  ample  reward 
for  a  day  of  hard  but  healthy  work  in  the  cold  winds, 
the  day  which  yields  such  a  fish  is  never  wasted, 
though  the  sea-trout  are  obstinately  recusant .  Both 
of  these  islands  can  be  reached  by  the  next  evening 
after  leaving  at  2  p.m.  from  Euston.    The  train 


IOlb.  Spring  Sea-Trout. 
(From  "Lochs  and  Loch  Fishing.'  ) 


which  he  had  ever  killed  were  taken  in  spring — the 
finest,  that  is  to  say,  when  the  "  non-spawners  "  of 
late  autumn  are  not  taken  into  the  reckoning. 
Whatever  series  of  circumstances  have  produced 
the  spring  migration  of  salmon  must,  it  is  obvious, 
furnish  a  spring  run  of  sea-trout,  while  it  is  equally 
clear  that  the  absence  of  such  a  ran  in  certain 
waters  must  be  attributed  to  precisely  similar 
causes,  whatever  they  may  be,  as  accoiuit  for  the 
absence  of  a  spring  run  of  salmon. 

As  a  mere  generalisation,  this  statement  of  the 
case  can  hardly  be  described  as  speculative.  It 
represents  the  only  sane  and  logical  conclusion  at 
which  any  student  of  the  migratory  Salmonidte 
could  arrive  after  admitting  within  his  purview  the 
analogy  of  the  salmon.  And,  true  as  the  statement 
is  of  sea-trout  waters  in  general,  it  is  doubly  true 
of  those  waters  approaching  the  primordial  in 
character,  of  the  waters  of  the  Outer  Islands,  where 
a  maze  of  tide-worn  channels  make  the  way  from 
fresh  to  salt  so  short  and  easy  that  an  estuary- 
haunting  fish  like  the  sea-trout  can  come  and  go  at 
will,  where  the  rich  feedmg  of  the  estuaries  and 
salt-water  rivers  soon  restores  a  fish  to  condition, 
where  many  non-spawners  are  the  rule,  and  where 
the  stay  of  the  sea-trout  on  the  redds,  in  any 
normal  year,  is  never  of  very  long  duration,  and 
is  sometimes  so  brief  that  one  spate  takes  them  up 
for  the  next  to  take  them  down. 

In  any  case  the  fact  remains  that  however  good, 
if  uncertain,  sea-trout  fishing  in  spring  may  be  in 
the  tidal  ways  of  most  rivers,  there  are  no  waters 
in  the  United  Kingdom  which  yield  the  same 
steady  and  invariably  good  sport  amongst  sea-trout 
as  those  of  North  Uist  and  South  Uist.  The  best 
of  the  island  waters  are  the  tidal  pools  and  the 
tidal  or  semi-tidal  lochs — lakes,  that  is  to  say, 
which  either  are  invaded  by  the  tide  or  have  a  sea 
connection  so  short  and  clear  that  the  tide  comes 
far  up  it,  and  sometimes  even  enters  the  lake.  In 


a.m. 


reaches  Oban  in  ample  time  to  catch  the  6 
steamer. 

In  Benbecula,  Harris,  and  the  Lewis,  the  spring 
sea  trouting  is  not  quite  so  good,  while  on  the  West 
Coast  rivers,  and  also  on  those  of  the  East  Coast, 
spring  sea  trouting  is  confined  to  the  tidal  way  and 
is  mostly  productive  of  finnocks  and  small  fish.  The 
Uists,  on  the  other  hand,  yield  \  ery  large  fish  in 
spring,  though  the  lOIb.  fish  here  depicted  must  not 
be  expected  every  day.  Four  and  five  pound  fish 
are,  however,  plentiful.  Amongst  the  clean  fish  are 
a  fair  number  of  very  well-mended  kelts,  which  give 
rare  sport,  but  should  be  returned.  A  well-mended 
sea-trout  kelt  has  a  mackerel-lilce  look  about  the 
head,  while,  apart  from  its  leanness,  the  umiatural 
brightness  and  superficial  character  of  the  silver  on 
its  sides  are  good  guides  to  its  character. 

Hajiish  Stuart, 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

{From  Colquhoun's  "  Salmon  Casts.") 

When  livmg  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Border 
river  some  years  ago,  the  proprietor  of  an  estate  on 
its  banks  once  remarked  to  me  that  salmon-fishing 
was  "  too  sloiv  work  for  him."  He  was  a  keen 
trouter,  and  in  the  constant  habit  of  whipping  the 
Ale,  the  Rule,  the  Leader,  and  the  Gala.  It  is  still 
more  common  to  hear  these  fast  trout  gentlemen 
complam  that  trolling  for  the  Salmo  ferox  is  "tire- 
some work."  A  first-class  fisher  (for  no  one  de- 
serves the  name  who  has  not  been  thoroughly 
indoctrmated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  salmon,  as 
well  as  the  various  scientific  methods  of  trolling 
for  large  fish)  will  quietly-  smile,  perhaps  seem  to 
agree,  and  let  it  pass.  He  is  quite  willing  to  defer 
to  the  opinion,  albeit  dogmatically  asserted,  that  a 
good  yellow  trout  requires  equal  skill  to  capture  as 
a  201b.  salmon,  and  affords  quite  as  much  sport. 
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Of  course  he  is  not  careful  to  make  proselj-tes  who 
might  turn  into  competitors,  to  jostle  him  on  a 
favourite  loch  or  river. 

Trouting  is,  howe^■er,  only  the  germ  of  salmon- 
angling.  The  best  trouters,  whenever  they  have 
opportvmity,  take  to  the  salmon,  and  onl^'  a  sparse 
sprinkling  even  of  them  attaiii  to  eminence  at  large 
fish.  With  a  small  rod  and  fly  I  have  known 
dozens  of  excellent  anglers,  some  even  mere  lads, 
who  were  pretty  expert ;  but  a  true  salmon-fisher 
is  rare.  It  is  pleasant  to  witness  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  trouting  devotee,  firmly  intrenched  in  the 
conviction  that  his  own  is  the  most  scientific  de- 
partment of  the  art.  Let  him  be  advised,  however, 
to  get  out  of  this  niu'serj-  fishing,  to  be  a  salmon- 
angler  if  he  can,  and  he  M  ill  be  the  first  to  acknow- 
ledge its  vast  superiority  oxev  yellow  trout,  in 
practice,  science,  and  sport.  I  never  yet  met  with 
a  finished  salmon-angler  who  had  not  been  an 
adept  at  trout,  although  I  have  known  many 
excellent  trouters  who  never  could  get  beyond 
second  or  thii'd  rate  salmon-fishers. 

Many  city  anglers  have  some  country  guide 
whom  they  afiirm  to  be  the  best  fisher  iu  the 
kingdom.  This  professional,  making  merchandise 
of  his  local  knowledge,  has  most  likely  taught 
them  all  they  know  ;  hence  their  reverence  for  his 
skill.  These  "  regular  fishermen,"  by  continually 
harassing  all  the  unprotected  Mater,  from  the 
opening  to  the  close  of  the  season,  are  the  pests  of 
the  districts  they  haunt.  Of  course  they  know 
every  mood  of  their  own  streams,  and  all  the  best 
flies  and  baits  ;  but  take  one  of  these  notables  to  a 
river  he  knoMs  nothing  of,  and  pit  him  against  a 
few  good  average  fishers,  also  ignorant  of  the 
water,  and  it  will  generally  be  found  that  there  are 
many  equal,  some  perhaps  superior,  to  this  "  best 
fisher  in  the  kingdom." 

It  is  only  in  a  stream  of  considerable  bounds 
that  the  eminent  angler  can  fully   display  his 
power.    Those  brawling  brooks  where  salmon  and 
grilse  only  ascend  during  floods,  and  which  can  be 
commanded  by  a  grilse  rod,  are  too  much  akin  to 
trouting  to  suit  his  taste.     Such  being,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  the  feeling  of  all  om'  leading  salmon 
anglers,  it  follows  that  to  command  much  water  is 
a  primary  requisite.    To  give  more  power  in  this 
respect,  I  have  for  many  years  adopted  the  plan  of 
^vhat  is  called  spiiming  the  line.    This  consists  in 
slowly  pulling  it  through  the  rings  with  the  left 
hand,  at  the  same  time  you  are  playing  tlie  hook 
on  the  water.    The  ad\'antages  consist,  first,  in  tlie 
more  enticing  movements  of  the  fly ;  next,  in  the 
greater  command  you  have  of  the  tackle  should  a 
fish  rise  ;  lastly,  by  enabling  you  to  take  fuller  and 
freer  casts,  especially  when  trees  or  other  obstacles 
are  behind.    Although  not  properly  spinning,  yet 
the  line  is  pulled  in  exactly  like  rmderhand  trolling, 
with  this  difference,  that  in  bait-trolling  the  whole 
line  is.drawn  through  the  rings  (except  the  yard  at 
the  rod-point  with  the  appended  bait),  and  lies 
coiled  I  on  the  bank  preparator  y  to  the  next  throw, 
whereas  in  salmon  fishing  you  can  only  draw  in 
line  until  it  touches  the  ground.    By  also  giving 
one  or  two  turns  of  the  line  round  the  hand,  there 
are  about  two  yards  and  a  half  saved  from  the  back 
cast,  and  added  to  the  clean  sweep  of  the  river. 
Considerable  knack  is  required,  but  when  a  man  is 
<|uite   master  of  the   cast  the  line   is  delivered 
straight  as  a  rule,  and  the  fly  lights  soft  and 
smooth  at  the  end  of  it.    Having  thus  fished  with 
a  long  line  to  the  foot  of  the  ]}oq\  or  stream,  most 
anglers  would  wind  up  and  proceed  to  new  water. 
I  am  loth  to  do  so  (unless  stinted  by  time)  without 
giving  the  most  liliely  spots  another  chance  by 
winding  over  them.    This  is  done  by  fisliing  back- 
wards— not  up  stream  though,  that  would  never  do. 
Throw  the  line  fairly  o\  er  the  water  you  expect  a 
fish  to  lie  in,  then  wind  up  verj/  slowly  over  him ; 
continue  taking  a  step  or  two  backwards,  repeating 
your  long-throw  and  slow  wind  o\er  these  choice 
places  until  you  are  satisfied. 
.  The  angler,  if  lie  pleases,  may  cast  and  wind 
over  alternately  in  going  down  the  stream,  and  not 
fish  it  backwards  at  all  ;  or  he  may  reserve  his 
■\vind-over  for  a  faAourite  spot,  \vhere  he  is  certain 
a  salmon  has  taken  post.    But  the  man  who  knows 
the  river  best  will  always  make  the  most  of  the 
wind-over,  for  even  an  able  angler  witJiout  this 
knowledge  may  waste  too  much  time  in  winding 
over  tempting  places  v/here  fish  seldom  harbour. 
It  is  the  exact  perception  of  the  seats  of  fish,  and 
-ivhere   they  may   shift  about  according  to  the 
^arying  moods  of  the  river,  that  constitutes  half 
tlie  science  of  angling.     As  the   late  eminent 


Dr.  Monro  used  to  say  of  medicine,  "  it  is  but 
shrewd  guessing,  after  all,"  Nevertheless,  as  in 
physic  the  shrewdest  guesser  is  first  physician, 
so  in  angling  the  shrewdest  guesser,  if  not  alwai/H 
the  ablest,  will  go  far  to  be  the  most  successful 
fisher. 

This  winding  o\er  fish  is  most  deadly.  I  have 
again  and  again  moved  them  in  my  backward 
course  when  they  ne\  er  stirred  in  the  ordinary  way. 
Often,  also,  having  risen  a  fish  several  times,  and 
fairl\-  put  him  down,  I  have  hooked  him  at  the  first 
wind-over,  and  that,  too,  with  the  very  rejected  fly. 
As  to  changing  the  fly,  the  angler  must  be  guided 
by  his  own  judgment,  according  to  circinnstances. 
For  instance,  if  a  fish  bangs  up  keenly  the  first 
time,  misses  the  fly,  then  comes  up  languidly  the 
second  time,  it  is  a  bad  sign.  A  change  and  long 
rest  may  be  as  well.  If,  howe\  er,  the  salmon  only 
bells  up  at  first,  and  gives  a  fine  bold  dash  the  next 
time,  give  him  a  third  trial  with  the  same  fly.  He 
will  be  pretty  likely  to  talvc  hold  the  third  rise. 
Should  he  not,  but  still  continue  his  free  ofl'ers, 
patience  is  your  best  course.  Rest  him,  and  renew 
the  attack  at  intervals  with  any  fly  you  fancy  most 
enticuig.  I  have  sometimes  fixed  these  playful  fish 
after  nearly  a  dozen  rises,  and  as  often  as  not  with 
the  original  fly  that  moved  them.  They  are  apt, 
howe^■er,  to  hook  tenderly  if  they  take  hold  at  all. 
When  a  fish  springs  freely  the  first  rise,  I  am  apt 
to  clap  my  fly  instantly  over  him  a  second  time. 
Yery  often  he  will  come  up  wickedly  and  fix. 
Should  he  not  stir,  or  only  make  a  languid  roll  or  a 
bell  lip,  I  should  feel  much  disposed  not  to  distui-b 
him  for  some  time,  and  when  I  did  it  should  be 
with  a  fi'esh  fly. 

Sometimes  (but  rarely),  if  the  size  of  fly  suits  the 
stream,  salmon  will  come  up  and  fasten  on  any 
colours  that  may  be  thrown  to  them.  Tliey  are 
oftener  so  ver\'  particular  as  to  refuse  all  flies  but 
those  of  the  very  same  shade,  dressed  exactly  alike. 
Both  these  moods  of  fish,  however,  are  exceptional ; 
and  salmon  or  grilse,  as  a  general  rule,  may  be  more 
or  less  tempted  by  several  judiciously  selected 
hooks.  Although  the  second  of  these  moods  may, 
at  first,  try  the  ablest  angler,  yet,  after  the  favoured 
fly  is  found  out,  it  is  all  plain-sailing  enough.  If 
he  is  baflled  in  discovering  it,  the  best  fisher  is 
pretty  much  on  a  par  with  the  worst.  The  third 
and  most  common  mood  of  fish  will  always  aflord 
fullest  scope  for  the  thorough  salmon-fisher  to 
prove  his  skill. 

E\ery  successful  fly-angler  for  large  fish  knows 
what  I  have  stated ;  but,  as  a  help  to  the  inexpe- 
rienced, I  will  copy  from  my  memorandum-book 
two  days'  practice,  as  fair  examples  of  the  first  and 
second  mentioned  moods  of  fish.  As  the  surest 
test,  I  have  chosen  both  fishing  days  from  thin, 
clear,  summer  water,  when  I  had  two  flies  on  my 
cast. 

First  mood,  when  fish  will  rise  at  almost  any- 
thing. Began  to  fish  at  six  in  the  evening,  leaving 
off  at  nine.  A  brightish  body,  though  not  gaudy, 
and  light  wing  for  trail,  with  a  dark  fly  for  bob. 
Killed  five  fish — three  at  the  trail  and  two  at  bob. 
All  fastened  at  the  first  rise  except  the  last  fish.  I 
touched  it  slightly  the  first  time,  gave  it  a  long 
rest,  when,  in  spite  of  being  pricked,  it  came  up 
again  and  fixed  firmly. 

The  fastidious  fishing  day  was  from  five  to  half- 
past  eight  in  the  morning.  In  second  pool  rose  a 
fish  at  both  bob  and  trail  several  times.  At  last, 
fairly  put  him  down ;  gave  the  usual  rest,  and 
exchanged  the  trail  fly  for  another  deeper  in  colour 
and  longer  in  shape ;  hooked  and  killed  him  with 
the  change  the  second  cast ;  landed  three  more  fish 
with  this  trail  fly  ;  all  hooked  at  the  first  rise,  and 
not  a  fin  would  stir  at  the  bob. 

It  must  be  owned  that  the  caprice  of  salmon  does 
now  and  then  set  at  nought  all  rules  and  calcula- 
tions. When  my  son  returned  from  Cambridge  for 
a  few  days'  fishing  at  Easter,  I  gave  him  the  first 
of  the  water  and  tied  some  killing  flies.  He  rose  a 
large  fish  twice  in  one  of  the  lowest  pools.  In  the 
centre  of  our  fishing  stretch  another  salmon  belled 
up.  As  both  showed  signs  of  laziness  we  left  them 
till  evening,  when  they  were  pretty  certain  to  be 
more  lively.  Near  the  top  of  the  water  he  landed 
a  small  fish  of  seven  pounds.  As  it  was  getting 
late  I  proposed  we  should  try  the  centre  fish, 
reserving  the  low  one  for  the  next  morning.  "  To 
lose  the  chance  of  the  large  fish  !  rather  lose  ]talf- 
a-doze?i  dinners."  So  off  he  trotted,  leaving  the 
smaller  one  to  me.  At  the  first  cast  I  made  he 
plunged  freely  out  of  the  water  ;  but,  although  I 
wasted  nearly  an  hour  trying  every  fly  T  possessed. 


and  resting  him  between,  he  never  moved  a  second 
time.  When  nearly  dark,  and  dinner  over,  the 
Cantab  arrived  with  a  clean  fish  of  twenty-one 
pounds.  He  had  again  started  the  morning  salmon, 
at  intervals,  three  times,  and  quite  disgusted  him  ; 
fly  after  fly  had  been  wound  over  him  in  vain.  My 
son  had  actually  wound  up  his  line,  and,  with  rod 
on  shoulder,  walked  a  few  paces  on  his  road  home. 
All  on  a  sudden  he  remembered  having  in  his  box 
one  imtried  fly,  which  we  had  both  proved 
thoroughly  useless  on  our  river.  At  the  first  free 
sweep  of  tlie  before  and  since  neglected  lure,  this 
large,  cautious  salmon  rose  keenly,  fastened  firmly, 
and,  after  an  exciting  run  of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  M'as  safely  brought  to  land. 

And  here  I  would  caution  all  good  fishers  never 
to  brag  of  hooking  "  the  largest  fish  they  ever  had. 
on,"  unless  they  bring  him  home.  They  may  safely 
leave  that  boast  to  the  unsuccessful,  who  are  really 
apt  to  fancy  every  salmon  they  lose  a  monster.  I 
was  much  amused  one  morning  to  hear  that  a 
sedulous  brother  of  the  rod  had  hooked  a  tremendous 
salmon  the  evening  before,  and  lost  him  after  some 
hours'.play.  The  story  was  simply  this  : — A  short 
time  before  dusk  he  fixed  his  fish,  which  creeped 
down  to  a  heavy  pool  below  and  sulked.  No  doubt 
it  succeeded  in  rubbing  the  hook  out  of  its  jaw  into 
a  sunk  root  or  tree.  The  careful  angler  remained 
with  his  rod  on  full  bend,  till  some  of  his  anxious 
family  found  him  near  midnight  in  this  interesting 
position  ;  he  then  broke,  not  his  fish,  but  his  fast, 
which  he  ought  to  have  done  hours  before. 

One  charming  spring  evening  in  March,  when 
crossing  Coilantogle  Bridge,  after  minnow-trolling 
Loch  Vennaclier  for  trout,  the  fine  trim  of  Gar- 
whinnie  water  tempted  me  to  try  its  best  pool  for 
a  salmon.  The  stream  of  Garwhinnie  takes  its 
rise  in  Loch  Vennacher,  but  soon  joins  Lennic 
water,  nursed  by  Loch  Lubnaig,  when  the  junction 
forms  the  stately  river  of  Teith.  The  clean  spring 
fish  that  lie  in  both  these  streams,  although  very 
scarce,  are  large  in  size — generally  from  151b.  to 
2.5lb.  They  are  chiefly  taken  by  par-trolling. 
Having  tied  a  couple  of  salmon  flies  for  Teith  the 
day  before,  they  were,  by  mere  accident,  stowed  in 
my  hat ;  but  I  was  forced  to  be  contented  with  the 
small  two-handed  loch  rod  and  fine  trouting  gut. 
I  had,  however,  slight  expectation  that  my  toy 
tackling  would  be  put  to  the  proof,  and  sauntered 
down  Bochastle  Heath,  more  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  evening  walk  than  from  hope  of  a  happening 
fish. 

{To  be  continued.) 


MY  FISliiNG  HOLIDAY— BUT 
WHEEE  ? 
By  COTSWOLD  ISYS, 

Author  of  "Lyra  Piscatoria." 
(Continued  from  page  235.) 

If  the  fly  fisher  should  find  that  a  week  at 
Lairg  is  enough,  and  would  desire  a  change,  he 
could  not  do  better  than  go  by  the  mail  coach 
to  Altnacalgeach  (pronounced  Altnagallagach) — a 
pleasant  jom-ney  of  about  twenty-five  miles  from 
Lairg,  and  through  very  fine  Highland  scenery. 
Or,  if  his  time  be  limited,  he  might  spend  his 
whole  fortnight,  or  even  month,  there  with  a  con- 
siderable variety  both  of  sport  and  scenery,  since 
there  are  at  least  four  grand  lochs  easily  accessible 
within  short  distances  from  the  hotel.  These  are 
Loch  Boarlan,  close  to  the  door ;  Locli  Urigill,  on 
the  other  side  of  Boarlan,  by  walking  about  one- 
and-a-half  mile  over  a  moor ;  Loch  Cama,  which 
may  be  reached  by  a  trap  in  about  half-an-hour ; 
and  Loch  Veyatie,  about  twenty  minutes  beyond 
that,  with  one  or  two  adjacent  streams.  Trout 
abound  in  all,  with  chances  of  ferox.  Speaking 
generally,  the  trout  average  three  to  the  pound, 
but  one's  creel  will  often  contain  some  fish  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound,  and  sometimes  of  even  a  pound 
and  upwards.  A  boat  or  two  is  on  all  the  lochs, 
and  good  gillies  may  be  found  for  each.  I  can 
strongly  recommend  John  Mac  Donald  and  Angus 
McLeod.  My  friend  and  I  found  tlie  following  flies 
the  most  snccessful,  and  perhaps  equally  so  in 
June,  August,  and  September,  and  we  have  visited 
these  lochs  in  each  of  these  months  on  some  of 
our  holidays.  It  may  be  a  guide  to  the  intending 
visitor  if  I  give  the  notes  of  our  experience  as  to 
these  flies  as  they  were  written  down  by  my  com- 
panion : — "  1.  The  best  fly  is  Zulu — small — the 
sih  er  not  too  broad  or  the  hackle   too   thick ; 
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Malloch's  pattern  the  best.  2.  Claret  and  Mallard 
did  well,  especially  the  small  pattern.  Should 
have  a  dozen  of  these,  and  half-a-dozen  medium. 
3.  Medium  Cinnamon  did  very  well  as  middle  fly 
at  end  of  August,  made  buzz  with  Red  Hackle  or 
Grouse  Hackle.  4.  Teal  and  Red  and  Red  or 
White  Tip  both  did  well  at  times.  5.  Black  and 
l^lae  did  welL  also  as  middle  fly  at  times."  He 
noted  other  favourite  loch  flie.i  that  did  not  do  well 
on  these  lochs.  But  it  is  enough  to  mention  those 
that  we  did  find  successful.  I  may  just  add, 
liowever,  that  an  experienced  loch  fisherman 
recommended  White  Tag,  and  change  to  Yellow 
or  Zulu,  instead  of  Red,  as  sometimes  doing 
wonders. 

I  may  note  that  it  is  the  custom  at  the  hotel,  on 
the  day  before  fishing,  to  portion  out  the  four  lochs 
between  the  anglers  staying  there,  there  being  but 
two  boats  on  each  loch,  and  on  Veyatie  none  unless 
taken.  The  nearest,  Boarlan,  is,  perhaps,  the  least 
interesting  of  the  four,  the  fish  being  rather  shy, 
but  sometimes  it  yields  very  pretty  sport ;  my 
friend  and  I  have  generally'  got  from  twelve  to 
twenty-five  brace  a  day  on  it.  But  on  our  last 
visit,  on  June  11,  1897,  my  companion  was  lucky 
enough  to  catch  on  it  a  magnificent  brown  trout 
that  weighed  6^1b.,  and  one  of  the  prettiest  shaped 
and  most  perfect  fish  one  could  well  meet  with. 
We  were  fishing  in  a  heavy  rain,  but  it  was  warm, 
and  as  we  were  doing  little  with  the  fly  my  friend 
thought  he  would  put  a  minnow  on  and  try  what 
trolling  would  do.  It  seemed  to  do  nothing  for  a 
long  time,  but  at  last  he  had  a  tug.  And  a  very 
strong  tug  it  was,  so  much  so  as  to  make  him  very 
anxious,  for  he  was  fishing  with  his  small  fly-rod 
and  quite  a  fine  cast.  But,  by  carefully  plying  his 
little  weapon  and  giving  the  fish  the  boat  and  the 
rod,  things  seemed  to  be  going  well,  alternating 
between  hope  and  fear.  The  battle  was  very  long 
and  exciting,  especially  when  he  ran  into  some 
weeds.  Happily  they  were  not  the  Aassive  weeds 
of  our  English  rivers,  but  long  reed-like  weeds  that 
were  very  pliable.  Still,  with  such  fine  tackle,  it 
was  a  critical  position.  My  friend,  however,  so 
skilfully  managed  him  that  at  last  we  got  him 
safely  into  the  net,  and  when  he  was  laid  out  on 
the  stones  in  front  of  the  hotel  he  was  the  admira- 
tion of  aU  the  anglers  as  they  severally  came  in 
from  their  respective  lochs  with  their  smaller  fry. 
"  Well  done,  Boarlan  !  "  was  the  cry  of  all. 

Urigill,  the  next  nearest  loch,  is  a  larger  but  very 
pretty  one.  Being  very  lonely  it  is  much  frequented 
by  wild  sea-fowl,  and  you  often  see  on  it  a  variety 
of  specimens.  The  cunning  gulls  are  frequently  on 
the  watch  for  the  angler's  boat,  and  they  seem  to 
know  the  luncheon  hour,  and  highly  to  appreciate 
the  wares  of  Hantly  and  Palmer,  of  Reading.  And 
it  is  a  little  diversion  at  that  hour  to  fling  pieces 
thereof  into  the  water  and  to  watch  the  dexterity 
with  which  they  swoop  down  and  catch  them 
without  alighting  on  the  loch.  Urigill  is  more 
prolific  of  fish  than  any  of  the  four,  and  therefore 
it  is,  perhaps,  that  the  fish  run  to  a  smaller  size — 
an  average  of  three  or  four  to  the  pound.  But 
they  are  quick,  gamesome  little  fellows  and  good 
risers.  Consequently  large  creels  are  often  made. 
My  friend  and  I  have  caught  between  twenty  and 
fifty  brace  a  day  on  it.  The  wind  is  sometimes 
very  fresh  there,  so  if  you  go  have  a  guard  to  your 
hat.  I  speak  feelingly,  for  one  day,  in  half  a  gale, 
the  wind  carried  away  my  top  mainsail,  which  flew 
like  a  gull  and  alighted  on  the  waves  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  away ;  and  a  rare  chase  we  had  after  it  to 
recover  it,  while,  with  bare  head  and  waving  locks, 
I  anxiously  watched  its  gyrations  from  afar,  fearing 
to  see  it  fill  with  water  and  sink.  But  at  last  we 
got  the  net  under  it,  and  I  had  to  wear  it  in  that 
soaking  state  the  rest  of  the  day.  So  don't  risk 
having  your  holiday  spoilt  by  neuralgia  through 
forgetting  to  bring  with  you  a  hat  guard. 

The  loveliest  of  all  the  lochs  thereabout,  to  my 
mind,  is  Cama,  about  four  miles  from  the  hotel ; 
but  there  is  a  good  coach  road  to  it,  and  on  alight- 
ing you  get  to  it  over  the  moor  in  a  few  minutes. 
Its  pretty  islands  and  surroundings  are  very  fine, 
and  the  sport  is  generally  very  good.  You  will 
not  get  so  many  fish  as  on  Urigill,  but  they  will 
be  larger,  and  you  may  get  some  pounders,  and, 
maybe,  bigger  still. 

In  a  nice  fresh  breeze  that  just  curls  the  water, 
especially  if  the  air  is  clear  and  you  have  some 
sun,  you  are  likely  to  have  some  very  pretty  sport. 
We  found  the  fish 'very  lively',  strong  and  game- 
some, and  sometimes  they  would  leap  out  of  the 
water  at  the  fly  and  catch  it  in  a  beautiful  parabola. 


We  discovered  on  Cama  that  the  angler  at  the 
bow  has  a  decided  advantage  over  the  one  in  the 
stern.  In  the  former  position,  I  was  one  day 
catchmg  three  fish  to  my  companion's  one.  As  it 
was  often  the  other  way,  we  wondered  how  this 
was  so,  and  I  proposed  that  we  should  change 
places  that  it  might  be  proved  once  more  that  it 
was  not  because  I  was  the  better  fisherman.  We 
accordin^y  did  so,  and  then  it  was  about  three  to 
one  in  his  favour.  Our  philosophy  of  the  matter 
was  this,  that  the  man  at  the  bow  was  casting  in 
undisturbed  water,  while  the  man  at  the  stern  was 
fishing  in  water  that  had  already  been  pretty  well 
whipped,  and  over  much  of  which  the  boat  had 
passed.  Another  experience  was — and  this  seemed 
strange — -that  we  did  better  when  standing  up  in 
the  boat  than  when  sitting  down.  We  should 
have  thought  a  priori  that  it  would  be  just  the 
reverse ;  but  it  was  as  I  have  said.  We  could  not 
so  easily  philosophise  on  this  fact,  for  one  would 
think  the  fish  would  see  the  standing  angler 
afar  off.  Perhaps  it  might  be  because,  standing 
up,  one  can  better  see  the  flies.  But  facts  are 
facts,  and  I  simply  state  them. 

There  are  some  beautiful  sandy  bays  on  this 
loch  in  which  to  draw  up  and  lunch,  and  some 
boulders  where  you  find  the  most  variegated  table- 
cloths of  mosses,  heather,  and  flowers.  Given  a 
fine  and  favourable  day  on  Cama,  and  more  enjoy- 
able fishing  you  need  not  wish  for. 

But  one  or  two  of  your  days  should  be  given  to 
Loch  Veyatie,  some  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Cama. 
Though  so  near  it,  it  is  a  far  wilder  and  more 
romantic  loch.  It  is  more  in  the  heart  of  the 
mountains,  and  very  grand  and  impressive  they 
are,  some  of  them  rising  sheer  up  from  the  loch, 
and  often  -showing  on  their  sides  their  herds  of 
wild  deer. 

It  is  a  scene  that  recalls  the  lines  of  the  great 
Wizard  of  the  North  : — • 

Aloft,  the  ash  and  warrior  oak 
Cast  anchor  in  the  rifted  rock  ; 
And,  higher  yet,  the  pine  tree  hung 
His  shattered  trunk,  and  frequent  flung, 
Where  seemed  the  cliffs  to  meet  on  high. 
His  boughs  athwart  the  narrow'd  sky. 
Highest  of  all,  where  white  peaks  glanced. 
Where  glist'ning  streamers  waved  and  danced, 
The  wanderer's  eye  could  barely  view 
The  summer  heaven's  delicious  blue ; 
So  wondrous  wild,  the  whole  might  seem 
The  scenery  of  a  fairy  dream. 

The  loch  is  five  miles  long  and  about  half-a-mile 
broad.  It  may  be  fished  all  the  summer  months 
with  advantage,  and  sport  is  often  good  upon  it. 
But  you  should  always  have  a  gillie  who  knows  it 
well,  or,  safer  still,  to  have  two. 

I  have  good  reason  to  remember  Loch  Veyatie 
for  I  very  nearly  dislocated  my  spine  upon  it,  and 
ran  in  danger  of  rheumatism  for  all  the  remainder 
of  my  life,  as  well  as  being  imprisoned  for  nearly 
setting  the  whole  of  one  of  its  islands  on  fire  1  It 
was  all  owing  to  the  being  shod  in  hob-nailed  Alpine 
boots,  and  it  happened  in  this  way.  We  had  landed 
for  lunch  on  a  little  island  on  the  loch,  and  after 
our  repast  I  was  walking  down  a  rock  of  very 
smooth  red  granite,  rod  in  hand,  to  get  into  the 
boat.  My  iron-shod  boots  slipped  under  me,  up 
went  rhy  heels,  down  went  my  body  with  an  awful 
whack  on  a  part  thereof  that  it  is  not  necessary 
particularly  to  indicate,  and  I  slithered  down  right 
into  the  loch.  Gillie  ran  to  get  me  out,  and  down 
he  Iwent  on  the  same  rock !  But  his  part  of  the 
body  that  came  in  such  violent  contact  with  the 
granite  was  tougher  than  mine  that  was  so  used  to 
sedentary  occupations,  and  he  got  little  harm.  Bat 
I  was  'terribly  shaken.  .John  Mac  Donald  got  me 
into  the  boat,  and  I  divested  myself  of  my  soaking 
boots,  socks,  and  other  garments,  and  sat  for  nearly 
an  hour  with  naked  legs  wrapped  in  a  cold  mackin- 
tosh, while  John  lighted  a  fire  on  the  island,  and  held 
my  socks  and  aforesaid  other  garments  before  it  on 
the  end  of  an  oar.  My  amiable  companion  that  I 
have  had  to  speak  of  so  often,  though  generally  con- 
sidered a  kindly  and  sympathetic  man,  retired  behind 
some  bushes  under  the  pretence  of  looking  for  some 
gulls'  nests,  but  I  have  a  very  shrewd  suspicion  that 
he  was  chuckling  with  laughter  at  the  whole  situa- 
tion ;  for  when  he  did  appear  to  ask  me  whether  he 
should  give  me  a  little  whiskey  to  keep  oft'  the 
chill,  I  fancied  that  he  seemed  to  have  a  difficulty 
in  assuming  his  wonted  seriousness.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  I  was  verj'  cold.  But  John's  fire  was  very 
hot,  for  he  had  to  hold  one  hand  before  his  face 
while  the  other  held  the  oar — and  so  he  didn't  at 


once  observe  that  the  fire  was  alarmingly  spreading, 
for  the  breeze  had  fanned  it  into  the  gorse,  the 
heather  and  the  bushes,  and  there  was  quite  a 
conflagration.  As  it  was  just  before  the  Queen's 
jubilee,  we  called  it  the  jubilee  bonfire.  It  seemed 
as  though  the  whole  island  would  be  ablaze  !  but, 
by  dint  of  much  beating  with  the  oar,  it  was  so 
far  subdued  that  that  great  danger  was  averted.  I 
then  put  on  my  half-dried  garments,  and  we  pulled 
to  the  homeward  shore,  but  we  could  not  get  the 
boots  on  till  we  got  there — I  in  much  pain 
and  shivering  with  cold ;  and  that  dear  friend  of 
mine  pretending  sympathy,  but  every  now  and 
then  turning  his  head  as  though  to  admire  the 
mountains,  though  I  fully  believe,  from  certain 
shakings  of  his  body  that  I  noticed,  he  hypocritically 
did  so  only  to  hide  his  laughter. 

{To  he  continued.) 


NOTES  FOE  KOACH  ANGLERS. 

(From  the  "  Book  of  the  Roach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grevillb  Fennell.) 

{Continued  from  page  254.) 

CHAPTER  IV. 

General  Tackle — ^Hair  versus  Gut — continued. 

Roach  may  be  taken  in  some  waters  with  larger 
hooks  and  stronger  tackle  than  that  wliich  we 
have  described ;  but  they  who  fish,  finest  will 
succeed  best,  besides  the  pleasure  the  angler  feels 
while  killing  a  fish  with  the  elasticity  of  a  hair-line 
and  light,  pliant  rod.  Those  who  object  to  single 
hair  lines  because  they  will  occasionally  break  and 
cause  trouble  and  delay  while  at  their  sport,  must 
use  the  finest  gut  they  can  procure,  which  is 
certainly  less  liable  to  break. 

Some  anglers  make  their  roach  lines  half  single 
hair  and  half  two  hairs  twisted,  or  as  much  single 
hair  from  the  hook  as  will  nearly  reach  to  the  float, 
because  in  case  the  line  breaks,  the  single  hair  will 
go  first ;  and  in  that  case,  having  the  float  on  the 
twisted  part,  you  save  it.  "  This  way,"  says 
Salter,  "  of  fitting  up  hair  lines  is  superior  to  any 
other,  in  my  opinion."  There  are  other  anglers 
who  have  gut  lines  with  single  hau-  bottoms,  but 
we  totally  object  to  this  arrangement,  as  the  want 
of  elasticity  in  the  one  has  a  tendency  to  bring 
about  disruption  in  the  other.  All  hair  or 
all  gut. 

Hair  versus  Gut. — A  friend,  upon  the  results  of 
whose  long  experience  I  can  rely,  thus  writes  in 
the  Field  upon  gut  and  hair :  "I  can  fully 
corroborate  the  experience  of  those  who  find  hair 
far  superior  to  gut  for  fine  fishing,  and  I  never  use 
anything  else  for  bottom  fishing,  except  among 
heavy  barbel.  I  have  frequently',  on  the  Thames, 
killed  two,  three,  and  four  for  one,  when  fishing 
alongside  a  friend  who  used  the  finest  gut.  The 
strength  of  hau*  is  far  greater  than  is  generally 
supposed ;  one  of  moderate  quality  will  lift  a 
pound  weight,  and  it  may  be  obtained  occasionally 
capable  of  lifting  two  pounds.  Now,  few  roach 
rods  will  take  a  strain  of  more  than  half  a  poimd 
without  injury,  therefore  the  only  risk  is  in 
striking,  which  throws  a  far  greater  stress  on  the 
line  than  killing  a  heavy  fish.  Striking  with  a 
long  rod  in  still  water,  with  the  top  over  the  float, 
is  a  very  different  matter  from  striking  in  a  heavy 
stream  with  from  six  to  ten  feet  of  water  (take 
Twickenham  deep  for  example)  where  a  long  line 
is  indispensable  and  the  striltes  must  be  quick  and 
sharp.  In  fishing  such  places  I  use  a  light  rod  of 
my  own  make,  Nottingham  fashion,  about  ten  feet 
long,  made  of  deal  and  lance -wood,  a  fast  running 
reel,  very  fine  silk  line  weighing  one-eighth  of  an 
ounce  to  the  Inmdred  yards  ;  at  the  bottom  of  this 
I  have  about  one  yard  of  twisted  human  hair,  then 
a  yard  of  single  horse-hair,  and  the  hook  length  of 
finer  hair.  The  hair  is  always  looped  together, 
additional  strength  being  thus  obtained  at  its 
weakest  part.  Before  whipping  the  loop  a  knot 
should  be  tied  near  the  end,  the  whipping  being 
carried  past  it ;  this  is  necessary  with  hair,  to 
prevent  it  slipping,  but  not  with  gut.  The  silk 
used  should  be  slightly  waxed,  and  the  whipping 
varnished.  Copal  varnish  is  too  long  drying.  I 
generally  use  dammar  dissolved  in  benzole ;  this 
unites  with  the  wax  and  dries  very  quickly.  An 
excellent  varnish  may  be  made  with  dammar, 
benzole,  shoemakers'  wax,  and  a  few  di-ops  of 
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any  fat  oil ;  this  dries  quickly,  and  may  be  used 
on  unwaxed  whipping.  Shellac  in  spirit  or 
naphtha,  though  excellent  for  rods,  floats,  etc., 
should  never  be  used  on  waxed  silk,  as  it  will 
not  combine  with  the  wax.  I  believe  the  in- 
feriority' of  gut  in  clear  water  to  arise  fronj  its 
much  greater  refractive  power,  as  may  be  readily 
seen  by  putting  some  gut  and  hair  together  in  a 
tumbler  of  water.  I  always  dye  the  former  with 
nitrate  of  silver  and  gallic  acid,  and  find  the  fish 
are  not  nearly  so  shy  of  it.  Some  of  the  best  hair 
for  twisting  formerly  came  from  Buenos  Ayres  and 
other  South  American  ports.  I  was  first  led  to 
notice  the  great  advantage  of  hair  by  seeing  a  man 
use  thick  black  hair  on  the  Eiver  Trent  at  a  time 
when  the  water  was  as  clear  as  crystal.  He  told 
me  he  had  used  it  for  many  years,  that  he  pre- 
ferred it  for  its  great  strength,  and  because  it  was 
not  noticed  by  the  fish  in  the  water  so  much  as 
white  hair.  I  have  often  tried  it  with  success,  but 
prefer  hair  of  a  natural  shade  of  cinnamon,  soiTel, 
or  chestnut ;  hair  of  the  latter  colour  being  finer 
and  roimder.  I  have  tried  some  of  these  with  a 
dead  weight  of  21b.,  but  it  is  quite  imnecessary 
that  hair  for  general  fishing  should  lift  above  a 
fourth  of  this  weight.  First-rate  hair  is  scarce 
and  costly ;  by  first-rate  hair  I  do  not  mean  coarse 
hair  of  gi-eat  strength,  but  that  which  is  fine, 
round,  smooth,  and  elastic." — M.  M. 

Gut  versus  Haik. — Salter  says  :  "  In  respect  to 
the  advantage  arising  from   angling  with  lines 
made  of  single  horse-hair,  and  hooks  tied  to  the 
same,  over  those  which  are  made  of  fine  gut,  some 
difference  of  opinion  exists  among  anglers.  The 
advocates  for  gut  say,  when  it  is  equally  fine,  and 
of  the  colour  of  horse-hair,  it  is  not  likely  to  alarm 
fish  any  more  than  horse-hair,  and,  being  much 
stronger,   it    certainly   deserves   the  preference. 
This  seems  plausible,  but  I  know,  from  practice, 
that  fish  may  be  taken  when   angling  with  a 
single  hair  line — especially  roach — that  will  not 
touch  the  bait  when  offered  with   a  gut  line, 
though  the  line  shall  be  as  fine  and  of  the  same 
coloui-,  etc.,  as  the  hair  line.     To  ascertain  the 
fact  I  have  several  times  taken  off  my  hau-  line 
when  roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  put 
on  one  of  gut.    I  could  then  hardly  take  a  fish. 
Again,  I  have  changed  for  the   hair  line,  and 
again  had  excellent  sport.     Such  has  invariably 
been  the  case  with  me  and  many  experienced 
anglers  of  my  acquaintance,  therefore  I  should 
certainly  recommend  single  hair  to  those  who  fish 
for  roach,  etc.,  and  assert  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction they  will  kill  nearly  two  to  one  to  others 
who  angle  with  gut,  however  fine.     The  only 
reason  I  can  assign  for  this  difference  is  that  gut 
swells  and  ever  retains  a  shining,  glossy  appear- 
ance in  the  water,  and  also  small  beads  or  bladders 
of  water  hang  around  the  gut,  which  increases  its 
bulk  while  in  the  water,  and  probably  creates 
alarm  among  fish." 

Baddeley  says  (1834):  "An  old  New  Eiver 
angler  caught  a  roach  at  the  Eock  Bridge,  New 
Eiver,  weighing  21b.  \oz.  with  a  single  hair." 
He  does  not  recognise  the  preference  generally 
given  to  single  hair.  "  I  must  differ  from  them  in 
this  respect,  as  I  cannot  possibly  be  brought  to 
believe  that  fish  can  distinguish  between  fine  gut 
and  single  hair.  It  is  true  I  am  almost  alone  in 
my  opinion,  as  the  objections  to  gut  are  numerous, 
some  asserting  that  gut  beads  in  the  water,  that 
the  stiffness  will  always  be  an  impediment, 
however  fine  stained  or  pliant ;  it  is  contended 
that  the  pliancy  of  single  hair  greatly  increases 
the  success.  In  my  opinion  single  hair  has  no 
advantage  over  fine  gut,  and  I  never  can  believe 
that  fish  can  tell  the  difference ;  perhaps  I  maj'  be 
wrong."  Yet  he  afterwards  says  :  "  The  finer  you 
fish  for  roach  the  greater  will  be  your  success. 
Small  floats,  small  hooks,  and  shot  must  be  used  ; 
fish  near  the  bottom,  occasionally  varying  the 
depth  should  the  fish  leave  off  biting.  Bottom 
fishing  is  often  interrupted  by  some  fish  of  prey ; 
in  this  case  a  bait  thrown  in  for  him  will  often 
remove  the  difficulty." 

(To  he  continued.) 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Coxswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry- Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  AH  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


ANGLING  FALLACIES. 
By  John  H.  Davis.* 

The  great  majority  of  men  by  the  time  they  arrive 
at  that  most  indefinable  period  of  their  lives  known  as 
their  "  years  of  discretion,"  find,  to  their  dismay,  that 
their  education,  which  ought  to  be  on  the  point  of 
completion,  is  really,  for  practical  purposes,  only  just 
beginning,  and  that  they  must  go  through  a  paiuful 
process  of  what  I  may  call  unlearning  a  large  portion 
of  the  information  which  they  have  acquired  at  the 
expense  of,  perhaps,  much  time  and  labour.  This 
may  seem  a  little  strange  and  paradoxical,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  strictly  true.  Of  course,  much  of  the 
trouble  may  have  been  caused  by  the  fault  of  the 
learner  himself ;  he  may  misapprehend  the  drift  of  his 
teachers  or  misapply  the  facts  put  before  him.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  he  will  generally  come  out  of  his 
student  stage  crammed  with  a  mass  of  so-called  know- 
ledge, more  or  less  crude,  which  he  cannot  utilise,  and 
which  he  had  better  try  to  forget.  This  is  the  result 
of  most  book  learning,  and  it  is  only  when  the  student 
comes  face  to  face  with  actual  practice  that  he  begins 
to  find  out  his  deficiencies  and  the  necessity  for  taking 
stock  of  his  knowledge. 

This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  angling,  which  is 
admittedly  a  very  difficult  subject  to  teach.  Many 
authors,  without  hesitation,  say  frankly  that  certain 
branches  of  the  art  cannot  be  taught  theoretically. 
They  advise  the  student  to  seek  out  the  best  practi- 
tioner— the  "  old  hand  "  in  the  frieze  coat  or  smock- 
frock  for  choice— and  take  practical  lessons  at  the 
river  side. 

In  ray  case,  I  began  to  dabble  in  the  practical  part 
of  fishing  when  I  was  very  young,  and  I  went  through 
my  bent-pin  period  with  credit.  If  I  had  only  been 
content  to  go  on  as  I  began,  stuck  to  my  improvised 
kidney-bean  stick  rod  and  horse  hair  line,  spun  by  my 
own  hands,  built  up  my  rude  but  rather  deadly  imita- 
tions of  flies,  and  "  waited  on  time,"  I  may  have 
developed  into  a  very  good  angler  instead  of  being  the 
derelict  which  you  see — a  wreck  of  that  which 
promised  great  things. 

My  doom  was  sealed  when  a  book  on  angling  came 
into  my  possession.  It  set  me  off  on  a  process  of 
theoretical  education  which  has  required  the  labour  of 
years  to  undo.  What  marvels  I  found  in  my  book, 
and  how  it  led  me  to  despise  my  kidney-bean  stick 
rod.  Alas  I  the  knowledge  that  the  man  with  the 
kidney-bean  stick  rod  has  to  be  reckoned  with,  instead 
of  being  despised,  did  not  come  until  after.  But  a 
new  world  opened  out  to  me  then,  and  I  devoured  all 
the  fishing  lore  I  could  lay  my  hands  on.  I  had  learnt 
from  Pope  that  "  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous 
thing,"  and  that  I  must  "drink  deep"  into  my  subject 
— and  I  did. 

My  first  book  was  "Ephemera's"  "Handbook  of 
Angling."  "  Ephemera  "  was  angling  editor  of  Bell's 
Life  in  London,  and  was  a  power  in  his  day.  His 
book  is  written  in  a  light,  airy,  self-confident  manner, 
and  the  catching  of  all  kinds  of  fish  is  made  to  appear 
a  fairly  easy  process.  He  gives  most  elaborate  direc- 
tions on  the  subject  of  casting,  and  the  carrying  out 
of  these  directions  set  me  twirling  and  flinging  about 
my  rod  and  line  until  none  of  the  household  gods,  nor 
the  furniture,  nor  indeed  any  living  thing  from  the 
cat  upwards,  was  safe  within  so  many  feet  of  me.  I 
have  that  book  still,  and  the  annotations  and  refer- 
ences in  the  margin  and  other  places  are  "  wonderful 
for  to  behold." 

In  due  time  I  came  to  Walton.  Here  I  found 
myself  confronted  by  an  angler  possessed  of  extensive 
knowledge  and  a  shrewd  insight  into  fish  and  fish  life. 
My  respect  for  his  opinion,  however,  received  a  shook 
when  I  discovered  that  he  thought  so  little  of  the 
roach  that  he  called  him  a  "  water  sheep."  My  short 
experience  had  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
nothing  "sheepish  "  about  him,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  he  is  cute  and  difficult  to  catch.  But  who  or 
what  was  I  that  I  should  dare  to  doubt  such  a  great 
authority ! 

Other  books  followed,  and  in  process  of  time  I 
became  charged  to  the  lips  with  information — or,  as 
expressed  in  broad  Yorkshire,  "  fair  brus'n  wi'  larnin'  " 
• — and  I  started  on  my  second  course  thinking  I  knew 
more  than  any  of  my  contemporaries,  and  determined 
to  show  them  that  I  knew.  But  oh,  what  "  croppers  " 
I  came !  I  shall  not  easily  forget  the  bitter  memories 
of  that  time.  I  found  that  I  must  hark  back,  almost 
to  my  bent-pin  period,  and  set  about  resolutely  to 
unlearn  the  fallacies  I  had  imbibed.  It  was  not  a 
pleasant  business,  but  it  enabled  me  to  realise  the 
truth  of  the  proverb,  which  my  father  never  tired  of 
driving  home— that  "experience  is  the  only  teacher." 
The  results  of  some  of  my  experiences  I  have  embodied 
in  this  paper,  and  I  hope  the  relation  of  them  may 
prove  not  only  interesting  but  instructive  to  you  who 

*  An  interesting  paper  read  to  the  members  of  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  at  Leeds  on  March  6, 
1901.    G.  H.  Clemens,  the  president,  in  the  chair. 


are  doing  me  the  honour  of  listening  to  me  thia 
evening. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  bring  under  your  notice  all  the 
noble  army  of  angling  fallacies;  the  limits  of  time 
and  your  patience  forbid  it,  but  I  assure  you  the 
number,  to  use  the  language  of  the  immortal  Dominie 
Sampson,  is  "  prodigious."  I  will  therefore  select  a 
few  only  from  amongst  the  most  prominent,  and  for 
the  sake  of  clearness  I  divide  them  into  two  sections 
— namely, 

(1)  Fallacies  of  instruction— that  is,  fallacies  for 
which  our  teachers  are  responsible. 

(2)  Fallacies  of  omission  and  commission — that  is, 
fallacies  the  responsibility  for  which  may  be  said  to 
rest  on  ourselves. 

Before,  however,  I  bring  up  my  first  fallacy  for 
judgment,  I  will  ask  you  to  kindly  note  one  very 
remarkable  fact  which  has  much  impressed  me.  It  is 
the  marvellous  manner  in  which  statements  made  by 
anglers  of  note  are  received  by  the  whole  angling 
world,  without  question,  and  straightway  acted  upon. 
It  does  not  seem  to  matter  how  full  of  fallacy  the 
statements  may  be,  they  will  be  quoted  and  repeated, 
and  go  down  the  stream  of  time  just  like  Tennyson's 
"  Brook  " — 

Men  may  come  and  men  may  go, 
But  I  go  on  for  ever. 

And  they  do.  You  all  know  the  old  naval  proverb 
that  "  a  stern  chace  is  a  long  chace."  It  is  very  true 
as  applied  to  an  angling  fallacy.  Let  it  once  got  a 
fair  start,  and  you  will  never  be  able  to  run  it  down. 
In  point  of  mobility  it  is  a  veritable  De  Wet.  You 
will  be  impotent  to  delay  its  progress  even,  and  you 
may  have  to  risk  the  terrible  consequences  which,  I 
fear,  await  me  for  my  temerity  in  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  matter. 

My  first  angling  fallacy  has  reference  to  the  grayling. 
This  fish  is  a  great  favourite  with  me  ;  he  is  unlike  all 
other  fish  in  many  of  his  ways,  and  there  is  an  air  of 
romance  and  mystery  about  him,  all  of  which  con- 
spire to  make  his  capture  more  than  usually  interest- 
ing.   In  many  respects  he  stands  quite  alone,  and  his 
sport-giving  qualities,  particularly  in  winter,  are  only 
known  to  the  few,  or  comparatively  few,  and  that 
because  only  the  few  will  brave  the  severity  of  such 
weather  as  often  provides  the  best  sport.    Now,  it  is 
very  singular  that  .nearly  all  the  writers  who  mention 
the  grayling  unite  in  declaring  that  he  has  a  very 
tender  mouth.  Here  is  the  testimony  of  a  few.  Blaine, 
for  nearly  sixty  years  has  been  accounted  a  great 
authority,  and  his  standard  work  has  been  one  of  the 
most  bequoted  books  of  the  last  century.    He  says, 
"  The  sides  of  the  mouth  are  so  very  tender  that  unless 
nicely  treated  the  hold  will  frequently  be  broken." 
Coming  nearer  to  our  own  times,  Mr.  Cholmondley 
Pennell — one  of  the  most  careful  writers  and  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  practical  fishermen  of  the  day 
—in  his  "  Modern  Practical  Angler,"  declares  that 
"the  mouth  of  the  grayling  is  exceedingly  tender." 
And  later  still,  in  Volume  I.  of  the  "Badminton 
Library,"  Mr.  Pennell  (who  is  the  editor)  advises  that 
"  The  stroke  should  be  a  very  gentle  one  as  the  mouth 
of  the  grayling  is  delicate."    If  you  turn  from  angling 
books  to  the  angling  Press  you  meet  with  the  same 
thing.    Not  very  long  ago  I  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
an  article  by  Mr.  Walbran,  the  well-known  Yorkshire 
angler,  in  which,  writing  about  the  grayling,  he  says, 
"  The  tackle  is  fine  and  his  mouth  is  tender."  I 
could  give  you  many  more  similar  quotations,  all 
agreeing,  with, singular  unanimity,  that  the  grayling's 
mouth  is  really  very  tender.    You  will  therefore  con- 
clude that  a  good  deal  of  hardihood  is  required  in  the 
angler  who  would  dare  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  such  a 
consensus  of  opinion.    Yet,  gentlemen,  all  the  same  I 
am  obliged  to  aver,  which  I  do  humbly  but  very 
deliberately,  that  the  belief  in  the  tender  mouth  of  the 
grayling  is  all  a  fallacy. 

I  think  I  know  how  the  fallacy  has  arisen.  Many 
anglers  will  tell  you  that  they  lose  a  large  number  of 
grayling  after  being  hooked.  But  why  ?  The  answer 
is  sirnple  enough.  The  grayling  rises  in  a  very 
peculiar  manner ;  he  is  obliged  to  do  so  on  account  of 
the  position  of  his  mouth,  and  above  all  we  are 
compelled  to  fish  for  him  with  very  minute  hooks. 
But  surely  when,  as  on  certain  days,  you  find  the 
trout  are  rising  "short,"  you  hook  and  lose  nearly 
every  fish  that  rises,  you  don't  say  the  trout's  mouth 
is  tender,  and  put  down  your  losses  to  that  cause? 
No  ;  if  you  could  catch  grayling  on  No.  2  or  3  hooks, 
sizes  which  you  can  often  use  successfully  for  trout 
early  in  the  season,  there  would  be  an  end  at  once  to 
all  questions  about  his  tender  mouth.  But  let  me  ask 
you  to  put  the  matter  to  the  test  as  I  have  done.  Of 
course,  act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  old  piece  of  advice, 
and  "  first  catch  your  grayling  "  (you  may  not  find  it 
easy,  at  short  notice,  but  that  is  neither  here  nor 
there).  After  you  have  killed  him,  begin  your  experi- 
ment by  fixing  any  moderate  sized  hook  in  various 
parts  of  his  mouth  and  duly  extracting  it.  Before  you 
have  been  thus  engaged  for,  say,  three  minutes,  I  shall 
have  made  one  convert  at  least  to  my  doctrine.  Let 
me  give  you  just  one  illustration  here.  Last  Christmas 
Eve  I  was  fishing  in  the  Wharfe  in  the  company  of 
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One  of  my  colleagues  on  the  council  of  this  association. 
I  caught  nine  grayling  out  of  ten  that  were  hooked, 
and  in  nearly  every  case  I  could  only  release  the  hook 
by  actually  cutting  it  out  with  my  knife.  I  assure 
you  those  grayling  were  not  afflicted  with  tender 
mouths. 

I  will  just  call  up  one  witness  to  support  me,  and 
then  pass  on.  By  a  singular  coincidence,  when  this 
paper  was  far  advanced  I  was  looking  over  some  back 
numbers  of  the  Field,  and  in  that  one  dated 
February  24,  1900,  I  came  across  this  very  striking 
testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  my  views.  Major 
Carlile,  the  well-known  correspondent  of  the  Field 
who  writes  under  the  7iom  de  plume  of  "  South  West," 
has  there  an  article  on  the  grayling,  wherein,  after 
referring  to  his  "  leathery  lips,"  he  says,  "  To  call  the 
grayling  tender-mouthed  is  a  bit  of  a  fallacy."  I  can 
add  nothing  to  the  force  of  that,  and  I  only  say— Yes, 
gentlemen,  it  is. 

Fallacy  No.  2  also  has  reference  to  the  grayling. 
Cotton  tells  us  "he  is  one  of  the  deadest-hearted  fishes 
in  the  world."  "  Ephemera  "  declares  he  "  is  a  game- 
some fish  but  not  a  '  game  '  one,"  whilst  Pennell  refers 
to  his  "  non-fighting  propensities,"  and  adds,  "  I  hardly 
ever  remember  seeing  a  hooked  grayling  spring  out  of 
the  water,"  and  in  another  place,  "Grayling  but 
seldom  take  the  minnow  or  the  worm." 

Now  those  are  straightforward  statements,  made 
with  little  or  no  reservation.  When  credible  witnesses 
make  such  declarations  you  are  inclined  to  rub  your 
eyes,  or  your  spectacles,  or  both,  and  look  again  to  be 
quite  sure  you  have  been  reading  correctly.  You  also 
marvel  where  their  experience  has  been  gained,  and 
wonder  if  there  are  several  families  of  grayling,  living 
under  varying  conditions,  and  in  different  places,  and 
whose  tastes  and  propensities  vary  with  their  locality. 
You  fnay  perhaps  find  the  clue  to  it  all  if  you  assume 
that  the  writers  above  mentioned  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  fish  the  rivers  of  the  south  and  west  country, 
or  streams  where  the  waters  run  deep  and  slow,  and 
that  the  grayling,  in  all  probability,  feed  in  a  manner 
that  we  are  not  accustomed  to.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it 
is  quite  certain  that  the  above  quotations,  as  applied 
to  our  northern  rivers,  Wharfe,  iJre,  etc.,  are  fallacies. 
And  to  say  that  a  winter  grayling,  hooked  in  a  stiff 
stream,  is  not  "  game,"  or  that  he  is  "  dead  hearted," 
is  an  abuse  of  terms,  and  a  libel  on  a  fine  fish.  In  the 
Wharfe  I  have  often  hooked  them  in  strong  streams 
not  more  than  eighteen  inches  in  depth,  where  in 
summer  you  would  look  for  a  trout.  In  such  places 
he  is  a  real  hard  fighter ;  he  contests  every  inch  with 
you,  and  will  often  leap  out  of  the  water,  as  you  will 
possibly  learn  to  your  sorrow  and  discomfiture  if  you 
fail  to  keep  a  very  sharp  eye  on  his  movements. 
Lastly,  to  say  to  a  Y^orkshire  angler  that  the  grayling 
"seldom"  takes  "the  worm"  is  a  sure  means  of 
bringing  a  very  broad  smile,  full  of  meaning,  on 
his  face,  for  he  knows  that  a  small  red  worm  is  the 
most  deadly  bait  he  can  employ  any  time  from, 
say,  the  middle  of  November  to  the  end  of  the 
season. 

Our  old  friend  the  "  chavender  or  chub"  shall 
supply  the  subject  for  my  next  fallacy.  I  know  the 
trout  fisher  has  scant  regard  for  him,  and  poisons 
him,  blows  him  up  with  dynamite,  and  persecutes 
him  with  all  the  vigour  and  resource  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion. Y'et,  after  it  all,  he  will  still  "  come  up  smiling." 
I  will  admit  at  once  that  in  a  trout  stream  he  is,  as 
Lord  Palmerston  said  about  dirt,  simply  "  matter  in 
the  wrong  place,"  a  nuisance  in  fact,  but  if  you  have 
got  him  there,  and  cannot  get  rid  of  him,  do  "the  next 
best  thing,  and  make  use  of  him.  "  Ephemera  "  tells 
us  he  is  a  "  cowardly  fish,  and  after  a  rolling  round  or 
two  gives  in."  Does  he  ?  Not  if  you  find  him  in 
rivers  like  the  Wharfe  or  the  Eden,  and  you  fish  for 
him  with  fine  tackle  when  he  is  in  his  season  during 
the  autumn  and  winter  months.  I  had  an  experience 
with  one  last  September  in  the  Eden  which  did  not 
lend  much  colour  to  a  charge  of  cowardice.  The 
water  was  low  and  very  clear,  my  tackle  and  fly  hooks 
were  fine  and  small,  and  in  a  strong  stream  I  hooked 
a  chub  which  weighed  exactly  31b.  He  made  a  really 
brilliant  fight,  rushed  up,  down,  and  across  the  river, 
sought  cover  with  a  skill  which  would  have  been  the 
envy  of  the  "slimmest"  Boer  who  ever  skulked 
behind  a  boulder,  and  only  gave  up  when  he  was 
fairly  played  out.  No,  the  secret  of  much  of  the 
dislike  to  master  "chavender  or  chub"  lies  in  the 
fact  that  anglers  catch  him  at  the  time  mentioned  by 
our  dear  old  father  Walton,  "  this  fine  May  morning." 
To  catch  him  then  is  equivalent  to  catching  a  recently- 
spawned  trout  at  Christmas.  He  has  no  fight  in  him 
then,  and  if  you  attempt  to  eat  the  latter  at  that 
time,  then  Walton's  words  about  the  chub  will  be 
equally  applicable  to  the  trout,  and  he  would  be  most 
certainly  "  objected  against."  I  have  a  friend  who 
prefers  small  chub  to  grayling  for  the  table  in  winter, 
and  he  can  give  sufBcient  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is 
in  him.  The  chub  is  not  without  other  friends  also, 
for  Mr.  "Punch,"  finding  that  his  name  easilyrhymed 
with  "  grub  "  and -"pub.,"  immortalised  him  in  a  few 
inimitable  verses.  Names  of  places  and  things 
exercise,  as  we  all  know,  a  powerfully  fascinating 
influence  over  some  minds.    The  old  ladv,  of  whom 


we  have  heard  so  often,  was  made  happy  at  once  by 
hearing  that  "  blessed  word  Mesopotamia."  Similarly, 
Mr.  "  Punch  "  has  invested  the  "  chavender  or  chub  " 
with  a  lasting  interest  for  at  least  half  the  teetotalers 
in  the  kingdom,  by  associating  him  in  their  minds 
with  those  "blessed  words"  "grub"  and  "pub." 
But  this  is  a  digression.  I  hasten,  therefore,  to  say 
that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  "  object  against "  the  chub  too 
much,  and  tnat  he  is  no  coward. 

The  dace  may  be  looked  upon  as  first  cousin  to  the 
chub,  and  there  is  the  inevitable  crop  of  fallacies  to 
be  found  in  his  case  also.  I  can  only  take  note  of 
one,  however.  "  Ephemera  "  gives  him  a  fairly  good 
character,  but  he  adds  :  "  Dace  are  the  best  fish  in  the 
world  to  'break  in'  the  young  fly  fisher."  I  don't 
agree.  On  the  contrary,  it  requires  a  past  master  in 
the  art  to  successfully  catch  dace  with  the  fly.  But 
in  this  case,  happily  for  me,  I  have  an  authority  on 
my  side.  It  is  always  pleasant,  where  possible,  to 
stand  apart  and  let  other  people  fight  your  battles. 
If  you  find  yourself,  for  example— as  our  friend  the 
proverbial  Irishman  would  say — alone  in  a  field  with 
a  playful  bull  or  two,  you  will  discover  a  sweet  sense 
of  peace  and  safety  steal  over  you  when  you  have,  by 
setting  up  "  opposing  interests,"  induced  "the  bulls  to 
"go  for"  each  other,  whilst  you  execute  a  masterly 
retreat  to  the  other  and  safe  side  of  the  fence.  I  feel 
this  sense  of  peace  now  as  I  bring  up  Greville  Fennell 
to  square  matters  with  "  Ephemera,"  by  this  extract 
from  the  "  Book  of  the  Koach  "  :  "It  takes  as  much 
quickness  of  eye  and'  readiness  of  band  to  kill  two 
dace  out  of  six  that  rise  at  your  fly  as  it  does  to  take 
every  second  trout.  Dace  fishing,  certainly  so  far  as 
hooking  the  fish,  is  more  difficult  than  salmon 
fishing." 

(To  be  continued.) 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


With  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  presiding,  the  Anglers' 
Association  held  its  seventeenth  annual  meeting  on 
Monday  evening,  April  16,  at  Cripplegate  Institute, 
E.G.,  the  proceedings  being  attended  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  fifty  clubs.  Before  the  business  proper 
of  the  evening  began,  a  reply  was  read  from  the  King 
to  the  vote  of  condolence  with  His  Majesty  on  the 
death  of  the  Queen.  The  statement  of  accounts, 
which  was  adopted  unanimously,  showed  a  balance 
of  £116.  The  annual  statement  presented  by  the 
secretary  (Mr.  E.  G.  Woodruff)  was  of  a  highly 
satisfactory  character.  It  stated  that  the  work  of  pre- 
servation and  restocking  was  one  of  the  association's 
principal  features.  As  regards  the  Lea  and  Stort,  it 
expended  the  sum  of  £48  per  annum  in  watching 
anglers'  interests  in  those  rivers,  no  other  association 
or  society  contributing  one  penny.  To  the  Thames 
fishery  associations  it  contributed  £25  annually. 
"  By  means  of  the  Netting  and  Restocking  Fund," 
continued  the  report,  "  we  have  been  enabled  to 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  £25  (including  transfer),  10,000 
coarse  fish  between  4in.  and  7in.  in  length,  and  restock 
our  water  at  Langley.  We  have  also  spent  £25  in 
bailiffs'  salaries,  and  out  of  a  modest  income  of  £400 
have  expended  £73  to  benefit  anglers  in  public  rivers 
and  £-50  in  preserving  and  restocking  our  private 
waters."  The  association  had  acquired  fourteen 
miles  of  new  water  on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal 
from  Hunton  Bridge  Lock,  near  Watford,  to  Tring 
Railway  Bridge,  and  had  subscribed  the  sum  of 
£10  to  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association,  which 
gave  them  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  that  part  of 
the  Great  Ouse  preserved  by  the  country  association. 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  vice-president,  and  Mr.  Woodrufi,  secretary. 
Trustees,  committee-men,  etc.,  were  also  re-elected, 
and  the  Albion  Angling  Society,  Acton — a  new  club — 
was  enrolled.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Harris,  it 
was  decided  to  abolish  dead  gorge  bait  fishing  in  the 
association's  rented  waters.  In  reference  to  the  Stour 
at  Bures,  some  remarkable  statements  were  made  as 
to  the  way  in  which  it  was  poached,  and  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee for  special  inquiry. — Hon.  Reporter. 


THORNEY  WEIR  FISHING  CLUB. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  club  was  held  at 
the  club  house,  West  Drayton,  on  Saturday,  April  13, 
and  was  preceded  by  a  general  meeting,  but  the 
attendance  was  small,  owing  to  the  dreary  weather. 
The  hon.  vice-president  could  not  „  attend"  owing  to 
ill-health,  and  he  was  gi-eatly  missed,  as  was  also 
Mr.  Volck.  Mr.  P.  S.  Hoblyii  was  in  the  chair,  and 
a  few  slight  amendments  of  the  rules  were  discussed. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee  were  reappointed, 
including  the  various  other  honorary  officers,  except 
Mr.  Plucknett,  who  resigned  his  post  of  hon.  secretary, 
but  continues  his  duties  as  treasurer.  Mr.  Herman 
Moroney  was  then  elected  hon.  secretary,  and  the 
proceedings  came  to  an  end.  There  was  not  long  to 
wait  between  the  conclusion  of   business   and  the 


welcome  sound  of  the  dinner-bell.  The~loyal  'toast 
having  been  honoured,  Mr.  Goldsworthy  proposed 
"  Success  to  the  Thorncy  Weir  Fishing  Club,"  with 
which  he  coupled  the  name  of  Mr.  Plucknett, 
and  he  spoke  of  the  obligation  the  club  was  under 
to  the  man  who  undertook  the  secretarial  duties  at 
a  time  when  few  men  would  have  done  so.  In  the 
year  1898,  when  the  club  was  reformed,  there  was 
plenty  of  work  to  do  and  a  number  of  difficulties  to 
overcome,  and  Mr.  Plucknett  had  stood  by  them  and 
materially  helped  to  pull  them  through  the  rough 
into  the  smooth  water.  The  toast  of  "  Our  Absent 
Vice-President "  was  responded  to  with  feeling,  and  in 
replying,  Mr.  F.  S.  Hoblyn  alluded  to  the  many  vears 
dunng  which  both  his  brother  and  himself  had  "been 
constant  visitors  to  the  Weir  Cottage,  and  great  and 
frequent  had  been  the  changes  they  had  witnessed. 
Shortly  after  toasting  the  visitors  most  of  the  members 
returned  to  London  by  the  10.7.  H.  A.  T.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  has  been  quite  out 
of  condition  during  the  past  week,  and  nothing  has  been 
done.  It  is  fining  down  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine  it  should  be  in  fairly  good  con- 
dition by  the  week-end.  A  very  strong  stream  is 
running. — Stanley  Mead. 

— -  (Iiechlade,  etc.)— The  river  hereabouts  has 
been  in  flood,  and  trout  fishers  have  had  a  sorry  time 
of  it,  but  at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  the  weather 
is  fine  and  the  river  is  in  very  good  order,  being 
almost  bank  high  and  of  a  nice  tinge.  The  St.  John 
Bridge  waters  are  in  very  good  order  for  trouting,  and 
three  or  four  good  fish  have  been  located.  The  river 
in  the  Cricklade  district  is  in  nice  order,  and  a  few 
small  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move  in  the  district 
down  towards  Castle  Eaton.— The  Rambler. 

Avon  (Ring-wood.).— Mr.  Reginald  Morant  landed 
a  fine  fish  on  Saturday  last,  weighing  38|lb.,  and 
another  on  Monday  of  181b.  The  recent  rains  have 
greatly  improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  con- 
sequently the  chances  of  better  sport  have  increased. 
— Piscatorial. 

Barle  (Simonsbath).  —  Trout  fishing  still  con- 
tinues very  good,  with  a  nice  size  water.  Mr.  ]\Ioyle, 
of  the  hotel,  succeeded  in  landing  a  good  fish  this 
week,  weighing  l|lb.,  being  15J  inches  in  length  and 
8J  inches  in  girth. — March  Brown. 

Coin,  &c..  East  Gloucestershire. — Mr.  Ronald 
Walker,  on  the  Bull  Water  at  Fairford  on  Saturday, 
had  a  brace  and  half  of  pretty  trout,  averaging  lib. 
each.  Mr.  Harold  Milward  creeled  a  nice  brace  out  of 
the  town  pool.  Admiral  Hicklery,  Dr.  Hooker,  Mr.  « 
F.  Carbonell,  Mr.  Edwardes,  and  others  have  been  out 
on  the  Bull  Waters,  and  Mr.  Palmer  has  been  fishing 
the  Fairford  Park  waters.  Several  rods  have  been 
out  at  Bibury.  The  Coin  has  been  higher  than  I  have 
ever  known  it  in  April ;  it  has  been  impossible  to  fish. 
—Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  still  very  high 
but  clear.  The  improved  weather  should  produce  capital 
sport.  Several  good  takes  of  trout  are  reported  from 
the  higher  waters  of  the  Fowey  and  Camel.  The 
floods  have  taken  back  all  or  most  of  the  kelts. — 
Bodmin. 

Darenth  and  Kentish  Streams.— The  weather 

continues  so  rough  and  cold  that  the  fly  fisher  has 
little  chance,  and  the  dry  fly  man  scarcely  any.  The 
floods  have  been  but  small  and  the  water  to-day  was 
clearing,  so  that  there  is  just  a  gleam  of  hope  dviring 
the  bright  intervals  for  the  wet  fly  fisher.  The  Iron 
Blue  and  the  March  Brown  will  probably  be  best,  or 
if  the  water  is  much  coloured  a  Soldier  Palmer  may 
answer.  I  could  see  no  fly  on  the  water,  but  some  are 
probably  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  river  is  still 
in  flood  as  the  result  of  continual  rains,  and  few  flies 
are  on  the  water.  The  Totnes  rods  have  been  out 
after  trout,  a  few  being  secured  by  Messrs.  Ackrell,  E. 
Distin,  and  H.  T.  Distin  in  the  evenings.  On  Friday 
Mr.  Soper  killed  eight  brace ;  and  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Colin  May  creeled  a  few  decent  fish.  Mr.  G.  Garrow 
Green,  after  vainly  fishing  up  to  Folly  Stickle,  landed 
five  trout  in  about  as  many  minutes.  Useful  flies  arc 
Half  Stone,  Blue  Upright,  and  March  Browni.  There 
is  news  of  a  big  salmon  being  killed  near  Buckfast- 
leigh,  but  I  have  not  heard  the  name  of  the  lucky 
angler.  The  net  fishery  at  the  Weir  only  secured 
seven  salmon,  together  with  some  good  trufi,  last 
week,  but  on  Monday  thirteen  salmon  were  landed. — 
Devonia>'. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel  Lengtii). 
— Only  one  angler  has  been  on  the  water  since  my  last 
report,  the  weather  having  continued  very  rough  and 
cold  with  snowstorms  about  every  day.  On  ^londay, 
.\X5ril  15,  'Mr.  Knowles,  of  Abingdon,  got  three  brace. 
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Tuesday,  April  16,  the  rivers  were  in  flood. 
Wednesday,  April  17,  bright  and  fine.— W.  Evans. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —  As  anticipated  in  my  last, 
sport  has  improved  with  the  more  genial  weather, 
though  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  snow  on  the  distant 
hills,  which  melts  with  the  warm  sun  and  raises  the 
water  two  or  three  inches  each  day,  thus  spoiling 
trout  fishing  and  to  some  extent  salmon  fishing.  We 
want  a  good  black  rain.  In  the  Covey  Water  Mr. 
John  Hills  has  had  two  salmon,  151b.  each.  Mr. 
Eustace  Hills  two,  one  of  them  201b.,  young  Mr. 
Howard,  of  Greystoke,  one,  101b.,  and  Mr.  Polwartli 
one,  91b.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  Water  Mr.  C.  Liddell 
has  lauded  two.  In  the  Low  House  Water  Mr.  Warwick, 
the  keeper,  has  had  two  and  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  three. 
In  the  Armathwick  Castle  Water  Mr.  Edwards  and 
friends  have  killed  six  fish,  On  the  Doctor's  Flat  Mr. 
C.  M.  H.  Scott  and  Mr.  T.  Robinson  have  had  five, 
and  Mr.  Collingwood  one  201b.  In  the  Edeuhall 
Water  Mr.  C.  Hawkins  killed  a  fish  of  9^1b.  This  is  the 
second  spring  fish  killed  this  spring  above  Armathwick, 
showing  the  advantage  of  the  pass  at  the  weir.— Silvee 
Gebt. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Brighter  conditions  have  gener- 
ally prevailed  in  the  district  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  water  has  been  in  fine  angling  trim.  On  the 
association  waters  Dr.  English  in  one  day  secured  six 
brace  of  trout  scaling  31b.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Keighley  in  two  days  grassed  nine  brace.  The  fish  are 
well  conditioned,  and  as  this  portion  of  the  river  is  in 
right  angling  condition,  good  sport  should  be  obtained 
thereon.  The  above  fish  were  secxired  with  the  aid 
of  fly. — J.  Jackson. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
A  few  anglers  were  out  for  the  holidays  in  the  district 
bordering  on  Rutland,  but  the  country  round  about 
Burghley  Park  was  more  interested  in  the  wedding 
festivities  of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  than  in  the  catch- 
ing of  the  Marquis's  trout.  The  prospects  of  the 
latter,  however,  showed  an  improvement,  but  the  air 
is  still  very  cold.  Flies  are  at  a  discount,  and  bottom 
fishing  is  the  only  kind  successful.  There  are  a  few 
land  flies  about  in  the  afternoon  when  the  sun  shines, 
but  anglers  are  content  to  wait  in  patience  for  the 
warmth,  which  brings  up  the  water  flies.— Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Trout  fishers  of 
this  district  have  gone  further  afield  for  their  sport. 
We  hear  of  some  having  paid  visits  to  the  Upper 
Derwent  on  the  other  side  of  Sheffield,  and  what 
successes  they  have  had  have  been  in  the  district 
between  Sickleholme  and  Ashopton.  A  very  fair 
number  of  fish  have  been  grassed,  but  trout  in  these 
waters  run  seldom  to  more  than  half  a  pound.  By 
the  way,  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Derwent  will"  soon 
see  a  change  in  their  trout  fishing  prospects.  The 
corporations  of  Leicester,  Derby,  Nottingham,  and 
even  Sheffield  are  laying  their  hands  on  it  for  their 
water  supply— much  as  Liverpool  fell  foul  on  the 
waters  of  North  Wales. .  A  board  representing  these 
corporations  are  about  commencing  the  construction 
of  great  dams  above  Bamford  and  Sickleholme,  and  if 
care  is  only  taken  some  grand  fishing  will  be  provided 
in  the  future. — L. 

Lea.— The  river  has  been  freshened  up  splendidly, 
and,  given  fine  weather,  good  sport  ought  to  be  met 
with  among  the  trout  on  May  1.  The  inclement 
weather  has, continued  to  keep  the  trout  down,  and  I 
cannot  hear  of  any  fish  being  seen  feeding  this  week. 
No  news  of  success  among  the  trout  is  to  hand  yet 
from  the  Stort.  The  Lea  and  its  tributaries  are 
beginning  to  clear  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

iMgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
have  been  visited  with  some  sharp  showers  of  rain  and 
hail  during  this  week,  but  it  has  made  but  little 
difference  to  the  rivers,  which  are  now  getting  into 
fair  order  for  fishing,  they  having  cleared  and  lowered  ; 
by  the  end  of  this  week,  unless  we  get  heavy  rain' 
they  should  be  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing.  Anglin-^ 
has  not  been  brisk,  and  it  has  given  the  trout  time  to 
get  into  condition  ;  the  prospects  for  sport  in  this 
part  are  good.  A  few  trout  have  been  landed  this 
week.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  Red  Palmer,  February 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  March  Brown,  and  Cow- 
dung. — GWYNNE. 

Luggr,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingsland)  — 

Rivers  are  yet  too  high  for  fly  fishing,  but  with  favour- 
able weather  should  be  in  fair  order  by  the  time  this 
is  in  print.  After  a  week  or  more  of  wintry,  stormy 
weather,  i-noluding  hail,  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  high 
winds,  we  last  night  had  a  very  sharp  frost,  followed 
to-day  (Wednesday)  by  a  beautiful,  spring-like,  bright 
day;  yet,  as  evening  closes,  the  glass  has  begun" to 
recede  rather  rapidly.  Flies  for  use  should  be  selected 
from  the  following,  according  to  weather  and  water  ■— 
March  Brown,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer 
Cow  Dung,  Mulberry  Dun,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Brown 
Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hardy  Brown,  all  of  which 
are  out,  as  also  some  others.  Up  to  the  present  there 
has  been  no  fly  fishing.— R.  T.  Williams. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— IMuch  improve- 
ment has  taken  pla-.o  in  the  rivers,  and  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  local  streams  and  taken  trout  with 
artificial  fly.  On  the  Blythe,  March  Brown  and  Red 
Palmer  have  proved  most  attractive,  while  on  the  sister 


stream,  the  Tean  brook,  Moss's  Cockwing  Dun  has 
accounted  for  some  good  fish.  Messrs.  F.  L.  Walton 
and  Hitchings  took  fish  with  Red  Palmer  and  Hare's 
Ear  Dun,  and  another  member  had  a  nice  brace  of 
IJlb.  in  his  oatch.  On  the  Churnel  Mr.  W.  Hall 
killed  a  fine  trout  of  241b.  4oz.  with  worm,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  of  Leek,  had  a  brace  of  half  pounders.  Prospects 
are  good.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— For  the  past  week 
the  river  has  continually  been  very  full,  but  at  intervals 
between  the  freshets  has  allowed  fly  fishing  to  bo 
practised.  The  trout  have  risen  very  well  and  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made.  On  Saturday,  April  13, 
a  rod  fishing  the  Bictou  water  took  twenty-five; 
another  rod  at  Tipton  took  twenty  (best  fish  being  lib! 
4oz.) ;  and  a  third  rod,  between  Tipton  and  Ottery] 
took  fifteen  trout,  aggregating  in  weight  71b.  The 
Iron  Blue,  Hare's  Flax,  and  Blue  and  Red  Uprights, 
continue  to  be  excellent  lures.  To-day  (Wednesday' 
April  17)  the  river  is  full,  but  fishable,  and,  if  no  more 
violent  rain  falls,  the  prospects  for  the  next  week  are 
good.  -  Heeon. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  still  too  full  of  water 
for  much  sport,  but  several  good  baskets  have 
been  taken,  amongst  others  a  2|lb.  trout  on  the 
Walkham  with  a  fly.  When  the  rivers  run  down  -^e 
expect  some  good  sport,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  rivers  and  flies  are  plentiful. — William  Heaedee. 

Severn,  Vjrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— At  present  the  weather  is  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  angling,  the  atmosphere  being  very  mild, 
with  a  southerly  wind,  but  unfortunately  all  these 
rivers  are  now  qmte  out  of  condition,  full  of  snow- 
water, and  very  much  above  their  average  level  owin" 
to  such  a  long  continuance  of  wet  and  stormy  weather*; 
and  the  past  week  was  no  improvement,  as  frequent 
and  heavy  storms  of  rain,  hail  and  sleet  have  been  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  the  summits  of  all  the  higher 
Welsh  mountains  are  still  covered  with  snow,  but  a 
few  days  fine  and  warm  will  speedily  cause  it  to 
disappear. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— The 
past  week  has  been  disappointing,  as  both  the  Adur 
and  Ouse,  with  the  tributaries,  have  been  much  too 
thick  for  trout  fishing.  There  is  now  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  weather,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
rivers  should  be  in  good  trim.  Replying  to  three 
correspondents  respecting  trouting  on  the  Rother, 
I  find  from  inquiry  that  the  free  fishing  hitherto 
enjoyed  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past.  My  friend  informs 
me  that  the  water  from  Midhurst  to  Pulborough  has 
been  let  to  difierent  clubs,  who  are  preserving  the 
water,  and  in  some  cases  restocking.  Smelt  are 
coming  on  better,  and  at  Chichester  Harbour  some 
few  dozen  have  been  taken.  The  best  sport  may  be 
had  from  a  boat  fishing  in  the  Channel,  where  some 
good  flat  fish  and  eels  may  often  be  taken. — Geoege 
F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Waters  too  high— too  much  so 
for  good  fishing.  I  have  heard  of  only  two  salmon 
taken  since  my  last,  but  many  have  been  seen  running 
up  over  the  weirs.  Trout  have  not  been  taken  in 
numbers,  and  only  in  the  necks  and  hollows  could  any 
one  attempt  to  lure  a  fish.  I  saw  one  taken,  about 
Jib.,  on  Tuesday,  and  from  his  mouth  dropped  a  lot  of 
spawn,  and  this  was  in  the  water  where  the  tide  had 
just  left.  For  a  month  certain  good  fishing  may  be 
expected,  without  further  rain. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
rurming  coloured  and  high,  but  it  is  going  down  and 
clearing  quickly,  and  should  be  in  order  for  fishing  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold 
and  uncertain,  sunshine  one  hour  followed  by  rain  and 
hailstorms,  and  last  night  a  severe  frost  followed 
by  a  beautiful,  fine,  warm  day.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  there  have  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out  who  have  used  worm  and  minnow, 
the  water  being  too  coloured  for  fly,  and  some  very 
good  sized  fish  have  been  landed  and  in  good  condition. 
The  late  high  flood  has  evidently  brought  some  large 
flsh  down  stream,  as  trout  over  lib.  each  have  been 
landed. — S.  Lcdlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  Teme  is  still 

running  rather  high,  but  is  lowering  nicely.  It  is 
stained,  but  with  a  few  fine  days  will  soon  run  ofi. 
The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  rain  and 
hailstorms  have  been  had,  but  they  have  not  interfered 
with  the  water  to  any  extent,  and  by  Saturday,  as 
things  are  at  present,  the  water  should  be  in  order  for 
fly.  There  has  been  little  fishing  done  in  this  part 
this  week.  A  few  fish  taken,  bottom  fishing  being  the 
chief,  fly  fishing  being  at  a  standstill. — Woecestee. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  IVIon.) — Water  has  been  too 
high  for  anyone  to  trouble  about  going  out.  Should 
the  rain  keep  away  for  a  few  days,  of  course  we  may 
expect  a  little  sport.  There  should  be  some  salmon 
caught  as  soon  as  the  water  gets  in  order  again. — 
Eenle  J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
A  few  holiday-makers,  we  hear,  devoted  a  portion  of 
their  time  to  the  trout-fishing  waters  of  North  Lincoln- 
shire. One  or  two  experts  boast  of  having  taken  a 
few  brace  of  good  fish,  but  the  weather  is  really  too  | 
cold  for  work  on  these  waters,    The  fish  are  only  to 


be  got  out  of  the  holes,  and  these  are  best  reached  by 
bottom  fishing.  There  are  only  a  few  land  flies  yet  to 
be  seen.  March  Browns  and  Cockwing  Duns,  along 
with  Oowdung  Flies,  might  be  useful  on  sunny  days. 
— Luoi. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— River  has  not  been  in  con, 
dition  for  salmon  angling,  therefore  there  has  been  no 
sport.  Most  of  the  trout  anglers  have  braved  tha 
wretched  weather,  and  a  few  decent  trout  were  taken, 
the  heaviest  being  31b.  Minnow  aud  worm  are  the 
best  baits.    Too  cold  for  the  fly. — Jacob  Robeets. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weatheE 
still  continues  very  unsettled,  thunder,  heavy  rain, 
and  hail  on  most  days,  the  Derbyshire  hills  being 
covered  with  snow  on  Monday  morning,  with  sharp 
frosts  at  nights,  what  few  anglers  have  been  out 
retm-ning  with  light  creels.  The  minnow  and  swimming 
the  worm  is  the  best  mode  just  now.  When  the  fish 
rise  more  freely,  the  following  flies  will  be  useful- 
Olive  Dun,  Yellow  Dun  of  April,  Light  and  Dark  Blue 
Dun,  and  March  Brown. — Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Rye, 
Dove,    Riccall,  etc.    (Yorkshire).— The  season 
remains  "out  of  joint,"  and  only  residents  in  the 
higher  districts  near  the  soiu-ce  of  the  rivers  know  the 
at  times  Arctic  character  of  the  weather.    I  had 
occasion  to  be  astir  very  early  on  Tuesday  morning 
and  had  to  feel  now  and  again  if  I  had  any  ears  on.  I 
found   the    Yoredalo,  Swaledale,  Wensleydale,  and 
Hanibleton  ranges  of  hills  as  white  with  snow  as  they 
possibly  could  be  a  tmid-winter  ;  later  on  in  the  day  we 
had  samples  in  the  shape  of  alternate  sunshine,  hail, 
snow,  sleet,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning — thus  is  the 
"  beautiful  spring ' '  we  have  to  endure.  The  snow  wastes 
without  afiecting  the  Yore,  and  I  need  not  say  few  flies 
hatch  out,  for  wo  had  four  degrees  of  frost  last 
night.    Little  is  doing  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing: 
I  have  caught  half  a  dozen  nice  trout  now  and 
again,    and    I    have    not    come    across  anyone 
to  beat  that  number;  and  until  we  have  a  genial 
Shange  I  don't  suppose  anyone  will.    Very  meagre 
reports  are  to  hand  from  the  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd, 
Derwent,  Rye,  Riccall,  Dove,  Hodge,  etc.    The  last 
named  four  streams  are  always  well  worth  trying.  They 
run  more  regularly  in  volume  than  rivers  like  the 
Yore  and  Wharfe  do.    A  tributary  of  the  Hodge,  called 
the  Howkeld  Bock,  has  been  made  more  "  get-at-able  " 
by  the  clearing  of  trees,  etc.,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Prank,  Mr.  N.  Snowdeu,  etc.    This  stream 
holds  some  good  trout.    Last  season  Mr.  D.  Storr, 
known  to  the  locals  as  the  "  Umbrellii,  Angler,"  caught 
fish  up  to  21b.,  and  Mr.  D.  Waring  one  of  3i-lb. 
Anyone  inclined  to  visit  this  district  can  fish  the 
Earl  of  Fevershani's  water  at  a  nominal  charge,  and 
Mr.  J.   Craven'  Frank,  Kirbymoorside  York  Union  - 
Bank,  is  most  willing  to  furnish  anyone  with  full  parti-  i 
culars,  and  I  can  confidently  recommend  a  good  guide 
in  Mr.  D.  Storr,  who  can  show  you  the  roimds  and 
amuse  you  as  well.    The  Wharfe  has  been  visited  by 
a  few  anglers  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Abbey,  Addingham,  | 
Ben  Rhydding,  and  Ilkley;  sport  has  been  fair  con-  i 
sidering.     At  Bolton  Abbey  several  baskets  have  1 
averaged  six  to  nine  brace  of  fish,  the  best  flies  being  | 
Woodcock  and  Orange,  Orange  Partridge,  Blue'  Hawk  1 
with  green  body,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Spanish  Needle.  The  5 
successful  anglers  have  been  the  Rev.  E.  Ricketts,  Mr.  J 
Butterworth,  Mr.  R.  Helliwell,  Mr. Leach.  Lower  down  a 
the  river  at  Ottley,  Pool,  Harewood,  CoUingham,  and  1 
Wetherby  only  a  few  odd  brace  have  been  got  with  * 
the  minnow  and  worm.    At  Tadcaster  the  water  has  t 
been    rather    discoloured,    but    sport    among    the  i 
flounders  has   been   fairly  good.     A    few  anglers  I 
have  been  out  on  the  Crimple  Beck,   but  sport  | 
has  only  been  moderate.    Should  the  long  wished  for  | 
favourable  change  set  in  the  following  flies  will  be 
found  useful :    Dark  Bloa,   Carter's  Piatt's  Fancy, 
Waterhen,  and  Yellow  Woodcock,  with  Peacock  Herl 
body,  Dark  Snipe,  and  Pm-ple  Spanish  Needle  (light 
and  dark),  and  Snipe  Bloa,  these  will  kill  fish  in  any 
river  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. — John  E. 
MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Cold  easterly  winds  have 
retarded  sport.  Mr.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.  (brother  of 
the  general),  staymg  at  Graham's  Arms  Hotel,  Long- 
town,  was  broken  with  a  big  salmon,  evidently  a  new 
run  one.  In  the  Langholm  Water,  Mr.  Tom  Jameson 
has  had  thirteen  kelts  during  the  last  fortnight,  and 
in  addition  caught  a  big  fish. '  Mr.  Pringie  caught 
three  salmon  in  the  Double  Water ;  the  respective 
weights  were  181b.,  111b.,  and  101b.,  all  new  run  fish. 
Mr.  Joseph  Jardine  landed  a  fish  of  101b.  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool. — Gilnockie.  ' 


"Sblectbd  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  28.  6d.  Dropper  lengtlis,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected.  Is.  eacli ;  6s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  Hies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  id.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each.  Kly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Millbr,  Northern  Anglers' 
Dei)ot,  19,  New  Statlon-strefet,  Leeds. 
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Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  the  weather 
has  been  cold  and  changeable,  and  the  water  somewhat 
out  of  condijiion  by  the  melting  of  the  snow  in  tlie 
upper  district  and  rain,  anglers  are  getting  better 
sport.  On  the  Dunlugas  water  Mr.  Gatehouse  had 
two  fish  weighing  6Jlb.  and  7^1b.  On  the  Ardmiddle 
water  the  keeper  had  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  the  Eding- 
lassie  water  the  keeper,  Mr.  George  Smith,  had  a 
beautiful  new  run  fish  of  9Jlb.  Good  baskets  of 
trout  are  also  getting.  For  the  past  week  few  fish 
have  been  running,  and  little  success  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  the  net  fishermen.  The  stream  is  now  on, 
and  no  doubt  more  fish  will  seek  the  river.  Grilse 
appeared  on  the  coast  as  early  as  the  10th  of  this  month 
last  season,  but  as  yet  none  have  been  taken  in  the  sea 
or  river.  In  the  beginning  of  the  week  there  was  a 
large  yield  of  salmon  from  most  of  the  coast  stations, 
and  on  Monday  two  large  box:es  were  consigned  to  the 
market.  Another  left  on  Wednesday  of  about  Icwt., 
and  two  boxes  from  the  fishings  at  Gardenstown.  The 
salmon  for  the  present  season  have  been  of  large  size, 
the  heaviest  scaling  301b.,  and  the  quality  has  also,been 
very  good.  Mr.  Eoualdson,  lessee  of  the  Beldorney 
fishing,  has  arrived  at  the  Castle.  Mr.  0.  Bethune, 
London,  and  Mr.  C.  D.  Timms,  London,  have  arrived 
at  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  for  the  fishing  on  the 
Deveron. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  season  here  has  been 
later  in  opening  than  for  some  years  owing  to  the  cold, 
backward  weather.  Snow  or  hail  showers  have  been 
of  daily  occurrence,  and  the  water  has  been  kept  at  a 
low  temperature,  while  the  frost  has  been  keen  over- 
night. Occasional  attempts  have  been  made  by 
anglers,  though  the  majority  have  returned  "clean," 
and  so  far  two  trout  have  been  the  most  caught 
from  a  boat.  The  persistent  north-west  wind  has 
to-day  (Wednesday)  gone  round  to  the  south-west, 
and  the  weather  is  the  mildest  for  some  weeks. 
Should  it  continue  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  sport 
next  week.  The  opening  competition  will  be  held  by 
the  Pollokshields  Club  to-day  (Saturday). — Robeet  B. 
Laing. 

Locliness  (Poyers). — Fishing  on  Lochness  from" 
Foyers  Hotel  on  April  8,  Mr.  Chrisp,  of  Haywards 
Heath,  Sussex,  killed  a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  on  April  9, 
one  of  101b. ;  and  on  April  10,  one  of  181b.  On  April 
11,  Mr.  Tilston  had  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  April  12,  Mr. 
Chrisp  again  had  one  of  191b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin),  N.B.— April  12,  Miss  M. 
f3erger  landed  a  salmon  15Jb.  April  1.3,  Miss  Berger 
one  20Ib.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Oykell,  Oykell  Bridge  (Lairg,  W.B.).  —  On 
April  6,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hartley,  Argyll,  got  a  salmon  of 
101b.  on  Stone  Pool,  and  another  of  101b.  on  Langwell 
Pool ;  Mrs.  Hartley  landed  one  of  101b.  on  Rock  Pool. 
On  the  8th,  Miss  Langmore,  Leicester,  had  a  91b. 
salmon  on  Brae  Pool;  Mr.  Langmore  a  salmon  of 
101b.  on  Stone  Pool,  and  another  of  the  same  weight 
on  Langwell  Pool;  Mr.  Thomson,  Leicester,  a  101b. 
salmon  on  Rock  Pool.  On  the  9th,  Mrs.  Hartley, 
Argyll,  fished  Brae  Pool  and  got  two  salmon  of  SJlb. 
and  101b.  respectively.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Thomson 
got  one  of  91b.  on  Rock  Pool.  On  the  11th,  Mr. 
Christie,  Alexandria,  got  a  salmon  of  7Jlb.  on  Jtmctiou 
Pool ;  Mr.  Hartley  one  of  91b.  on  Langwell  Pool,  and 
one  of  81b.  on  Stone  Pool.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Thomson 
got  a  201b.  salmon  on  Stone  Pool,  and  another  of  101b. 
on  Rock  Pool ;  Miss  Langmore  one  of  81b.  on  Langwell 
Pool.— B. 

Naver— Bettyhill    (via   Thurso,    NB.).— On 

April  8,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  three 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  2,  and  ColoneliPrier  one  on  No.  3; 
Mr.  Laudale,  Syre  Lodge,  three  on  No.  4,  Mr.  Christy 


two  on  No.  5,  and  Sir  Walter  Corpot,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
a  beauty  of  151b.  on  Beat  No.  6.  On  April  9,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Campbell, 
one  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Christy  three  on  No.  6.  On 
April  10,  Mr.  Johnson  got  one  salmon  oa  Beat  No.  3, 
and  Mr.  Campbell  one  on  No.  4.  On  April  11,  no 
angling  was  done  owing  to  the  river  being  in  spate. 
On  April  12,  Mr.  Christy,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  3.  On  April  13,  Mr.  Campbell, 
two  on  No.  2.  Weather  very  cold  and  windy,  with 
showers  of  snow. — B. 

North-Bast  of  Scotland. — Although  the  weather 
has  moderated,  it  is  still  exceedingly  boisterous  and 
stormy,  with  frequent  hail  showers  and  occasional 
thunder.  The  high-water  sections  have  fished  best, 
and  on  some  of  these  sport  has  been  bright  indeed. 
On  the  Braemar  Water,  McHardy,  gillie,  Fife  Arms 
Hotel,  creeled  two  on  Friday,  April  12,  of  61b.  and  91b. 
An  occasional  fish  is  being  got  on  the  Balmoral  Water, 
and  a  few  on  the  Ballater  Water  by  Mr.  Bristow's 
party.  On  the  Monaltrie  Water,  Colonel  Napier  has 
not  yet  had  a  fair  chance  on  account  of  the  wretched 
weather.  On  the  Glentana,  Mr.  Coates,  Paisley, 
creeled  three  last  week  scaling  from  71b.  to  91b.,  and 
others  have  had  fairly  good  sport  considering  the 
adverse  nature  of  the  weather.  The  present  month 
should  prove  the  best  and  most  prolific  in  these  parts. 
On  the  Aboyne  section,  Mr.  McCorkdale  had  two  on 
Saturday,  April  13,  scaling  71b."  to  121b:  On  the 
Dinnet  section,  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes's  party  creeled  four 
fish  of  average  weights,  but  the  river  has  been  in  very 
bad  condition.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section 
good  sport  has  been  got.  On  Monday,  April  15,  Mr. 
A.  Dunsmure  lauded  seven,  ranging  from  71b.  to  161b. ; 
while  NicoU,  gillie,  had  four,  scaling  from  7Jlb.  to 
101b.  On  Dess  Water,  Major  Davidson  creeled  one  of 
8Jlb.,  Mr.  George  NicoU  one  of  8Jlb.,  and  Marr, 
keeper,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Ballogie  and  Commonty 
sections,  the  Hon.  Charles  FitzWilliam  and  party  are 
having  splendid  sport.  They  creeled  thirty-five  fish  in 
seven  days,  of  which  the  Hon.  Charles  FitzWilliam 
had  eight,  scaling  from  71b.  to  121b.  ;  Mr.  Alfred 
Brocklehurst,  thirteen,  ranging  from  6Jlb.  to  171b. ; 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  FitzWilliam,  four,  of  6^1b.,  81b.,  101b., 
and  191b.  ;  and  Mr.  Eric  FitzWilliam,  ten,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  91b.  On  the  Woodend,  Blackball  Castle, 
and  Banchory  reaches  anglers  have  had  one  or  two 
fish  during  the  week.  The  Don. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brinckman  have  been  in  a  manner  fiooded  off  the 
Don,  and  when  not  in  flood  the  weather  has  been  too 
boisterous  for  trout  rising,  although  this  is  now  the 
best  time  of  the  year  for  the  earlier  sections.  On  the 
Kintore  Burgh  Waters  several  fine  fish  have  been 
creeled,  and  all  the  way  up  to  Alford  an  occasional 
fish  has  been  secured ;  but  nowhere  is  sport  rife  on 
account  of  the  weather  conditions  and  water.  Anglers 
are  forward  in  larger  numbers  than  has  been  the  case 
for  many  springs  back.  On  the  Ythan  fish  are 
plentiful  and  good  baskets  are  going  at  every  available 
chance.  On  the  Ugie  fish  are  also  plentiful  and 
anglers  doing  well,  especially  on  the  tidal  reaches. 
The  salmon  season  on  the  East  Coast  continues  very 
satisfactory,  and,  including  the  Tay  and  Spey  districts, 
the  spring  fishing  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a  decided 
success. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland.  N.B.). — During  the 
past  week  the  following  sport  was  got :  On  Monday, 
April  8,  Mr.  Farrer  got  an  18-pound  salmon,  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  one  of  71b. ;  on  Tuesday,  April  9,  Mr. 
Farrer  one,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Jackson  one,  71b.  ;  on 
Wednesday,  April  10,  Mr.  Farrer  got  three  salmon. 
81b.,  91b.,  and  101b  ;  on  Friday,  April  12,  Mr.  Farrer 
had  one  of  241b. ;  and  on  Saturday,  April  13,  Mrs. 
Jackson  got  one  which  weighed  321b.  The  weather 
during  the  past  week  was  very  cold  and  windy,  but 
this  week  there  is  a  decided  change  for  the  better. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Wintry  weather  has  con- 
tinued over  the  Border  district,  and  angling  has  been 
disappointing.  In  the  Annan  one  sea-trout,  -  fresh 
run,  was  caught  the  other  day  by  Mr.  Lees  in  his 
private  water  above  Northfleld.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon 
caught  a  fine  yellow  trout  of  about  21b.  on  Tuesday 
with  the  minnow  in  the  tidal  stretch.  Some  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  chiefly  with 
the  worm  bait.  The  trout  are  not  yet  on  the  streams,  but 
they  are  takingthe  worm  in  the  pools.  In  the  tributaries 
fair  catches  of  trout  are  nowbeing  taken,  though  the  best 
sport  among  yellow  trout  will  be  next  month.  The 
effect  of  the  drift  nets  being  off  in  the  Solway  now  is 
beginning  to  tell  in  the  rivers.  The  run  of  sea-trout 
is  greatlj'  on  the  increase  this  year.  In  the  Nith 
sea-trout  are  running,  but  nothing  has  been  done  by 
the  rods  owing  to  the  water  being  in  part  flood. 
The  Mid  -  Nithsdale  Association  have  been  stock- 
ing their  waters  with  yellow  trout  fry,  and 
some  good  sport  should  be  had  at  Thornhill. 
In  the  Galloway  district  the  sport  is  verj'  poor  at 
present.  A  spell  of  warm  weather  and  balmy  winds 
from  the  south  would  bring  better  results.  This 
(Wednesday)  evening  there  is  a  rise  of  fly  on  the 
waters,  and  trout  were  feeding  on  the  Blue  Dun. — 
Heatheebbll. 

Spey  (nXorayshire). — Although  the  weather  con- 
tinued cold  and  stormy,  the  fishing  last  week  was 


wonderfully  good.  From  the  Pitcroy  water,  on  Tues- 
day (April  9),  Mr.  Daun,  gamekeeper,  landed  a  salmon 
of  81b ;  :Mr.  Dunbar  Walker,  on  Wednesday  (April  10), 
one  of  8Jlb,  and  on  Thursday  (April  11)  one  of  10  lb. : 
and  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  caught  a  newly  run  one  of 
171b.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water  Mr.  Duncan, 
fisherman,  killed  one  of  13^1b  ;  and  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water  one  of  8ilb.  From  the  former  water, 
Mr.  Dallas  killed  one  of  6Alb.  ;  and  from  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Thursday  (.\pril  11),  Mr.  Wills, 
one  of  16|lb. :  while  Mr.  Dallas  had  two  of  81b.  and 
8^1b.  In  the  higher  reaches,  about  Grantown,  fishers 
report  that  the  river  is  at  present  well  stocked  with 
finnock,  but  that  salmon  have  not  yet  appeared  in 
any  numbers.  On  Friday  (April  12)  a  salmon  of  81b. 
was  killed,  and,  on  this  day  week,  two  others,  of  71b 
and  81b.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  here  are  getting  very  low  and  clear,  cliiefly 
owing  to  the  sharp  snaps  of  frost  during  the  nighi. 
Still,  a  good  few  fish  have  been  caught.  AtMakerstoun, 
Mr.  Morton  P.  Lucas  had  one  of  81b.  on  April  G,  and 
on  April  11  one  of  81b. ;  on  April  15  one  of  71b.  On 
the  same  date  Colonel  Ravenhill  one  of  9ilb.,  and 
Mr.  Cyril  Maudsley  two  of  101b.  and  71b.  on  April  13. 
On  Floors  Upper  Water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Maudsley  had 
two,  101b.  and  71b.,  and  on  Monday  the  same  gentle- 
man had  one  of  71b. '  On  Floors  Lower  Water,  Lord 
Robert  Innes  Kerr  caught  two  of  71b.  each  on  Saturdav 
last,  and  on  Tuesday  (yesterday)  Mr.  0.  P.  Charlesworth 
also  had  two  of  171b.  and  81b.  On  j\Iouday,  on  the  Ednam 
House  Stretch,  Mr.  James  Tait  had  two,  9.Jlb  and  811>. 
On  the  Hendersyde  Water  on  Saturday,  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffith  had  three,  weights  9^1b.,  71b.  and  71b., 
and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  one  of  9^1b.  Mr.  Tait,  on  the 
Sprouston  Water,  has  had  one  or  two  fish  during  the 
week.  On  the  Birgham  Water,  Lord  Romney,  Lord 
Dunglas  and  others  have  had  good  sport,  this  fishing 
having  yielded  over  seventy  salmon  for  the  season. 
On  the  Tillmouth  Water,  on  April  6,  Mr.  W. 
Stoddart  had  two,  81b.  and  111b.  On  April  8,  one  of 
91b.,  and  on  April  11,  one  of  131b.  On  the  Teviot  fair 
sport  has  been  had  during  the  week — on  April  12, 
Mr.  Duncan  Hill  had  two,  lOJlb.  and  81b.,  and  on  the 
following  day  Mr.  R.  Affleck  had  one  of  lOlb.  On  the 
Sunlaw  water  Mr.  Athol  Hay  had  one  of  81b.,  and  on 
Saturday,  Major  Pa  ton  had  one  on  the  same  water  of 
81b.  The  most  successful  lure  has  been  gudgeon  and 
minnow.  Trout  fishing  has  been  almost  out  of  tho 
question,  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  the  only  catch  to 
hand  being  a  nice  basket  of  111b.,  caught  by  Mr.  W. 
Robson  with  fly,  all  with  the  Greenwell. — Maxwheel. 

Upper  Drum  (Deeside). — Mr.  J.  J.  Handy,  of 
Alnwick,  on  Monday,  had  a  salmon  of  12Jlb.,  and 
Dr.  Rutherlord,  Newcastle,  one  on  Tuesday  of  221b, 
Water  now  in  good  order,  but  few  fish. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  was  rather 
unfavourable  up  to  Wednesdaj',  when  the  temperature 
rose,  and  has  improved  the  prospects  of  sport.  Fish- 
ing Burren  Lake,  Ballynahinch,  Mr.  G.  J.  Kinnaird 
creeled  eighteen  trout,  weighing  141b.,  in  three  hom-s. 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Thronsen  had  half  a  dozen  trout  on 
the  Dunadry  sections.  On  the  Kelkiel  a  local  angler 
killed  90  trout  in  three  days,  and  on  Castlewellan  Mr. 
Murland  had  five  trout,  51b.,  on  Monday. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — Sport  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  poor.  The  water  has  again  got 
very  low,  and^  although  during  the  last  few  days  we 
have  had  stormy  weather,  there  has  not  been  sufficient 
rain  to  affect  the  river.  On  Black  Castle  Upper  Water 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  has  had  six  fish  of  22,  19,  18,  11,  10, 
and  101b.  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson  three  of  IT,  14,  and 
91b.,  and  the  fisherman  two  of  32  and  161b.  On  Lower 
Black  Castle,  the  lessee  did  not  fish,  but  a  guest  had 
one  of  161b.  and  the  fisherman  two  of  19  and  111b.  On 
Slane  Castle  I  understand  Captain  Coppinger  has  had 
five  fish  from  10  to  201b.  each.  I  also  hear  of  an  odd 
fish  or  so  being  taken  on  Ardmulchan  and  on  Stack- 
alien. — Claeet  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather  kept 
un.settled  and  cold  during  the  xiast  week.  Still  the 
anglers  who  were  out  had  fair  sport.  Mr.  Ram  landed 
three  fresh  run  salmon  of  141b.,  131b.  and  Sib.  on  April 
12  ;  Mr.  Millar  took  one  salmon,  71b.,  on  April  10 ; 
Mr.  Morriss  took  one  salmon  of  151b.  on  April  11,  and 
T.  Gilroy  took  one  salmon  of  151b.  on  same  day.  The 
river  is  in  perfect  fishing  order  at  time  of  writing,  and 
salmon  plentiful  in  the  pools. — M.  Rogan  and  Roxs. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  river  is  in  very  good  order, 
and  with  the  improved  weather  salmon  fishing  ha.s 
improved.  Since  last  report.  Colonel  Parker,  Mr. 
Gibbons,  Professor  Cash,  and  Mr.  Lawson  had  several 
fish  each,  the  prawn  and  minnow  being  the  favourite 
lui'es. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Biivers. — The  Ballinderrj'  has  been 
swollen  all  the  week,  and  although  many  bait  fishers 
were  out  on  the  Ardtrea  and  Coagh  reaches,  compara- 
tively few  fish  rewarded  their  efforts,  and  on  the 
Blackwater  an  almost  similar  state  of  affairs  existed, 
—J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Generally  speaking  sport  has  been 
backward,  but  is  showing  a  general  all-round  improve- 
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inent  at  time  of  writing.  Waters  in  better  order,  and 
salmon  arriving  in  fair  or  average  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— During  the  week  the 
following  salmon  have  been  landed  : — On  Williams's 
water,  Macroom,  J.  Eovston,  Liverpool,  five,  161b. 
lOJlb.,  931b.,  9§lb.,  8Jlb. ;  Dr.  Williams,  Liverpool, 
nine,  181b..  141b.,  111b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  SJlb.,  61b.,  71b. 
On  Lord  Bandon's  water.  Captain  Warren,  one,  91b. 
On  Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  fourteen,  and 
Kichard  Nettles  eight.  On  Leehans,  Commander 
Steward,  two,  81b.,  7^1b. ;  and  R.  A.  Grove  Anneslej', 
one,  61b.  On  Nadrid"  Captain  Allgood,  one,  6Jlb.  On 
Eooves  fishery.  Admiral  Jefireys,  one,  81b.,  and  Saml. 
Havnes,  one,  111b.  On  Fargus,  J.  E.  Deacon,  five, 
181b.,  181b.,  151b.,  141b.,  91b. ;  and  Major  E.  Adamson, 
three..'  101b.,  101b.,  81b.  On  Farran,  Dalv  Murrav, 
one,  101b.  On  Ballineadig,  Major  Barton,  five,  lO^lb., 
101b.,  9Jlb.,  91b.,  71b.  On  Innislinga,  Captain  East- 
wood, one,  111b.  On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  two, 
111b.,  81b.  On  Carrigrohane,  J.  Caulfield,  one,  81b.— 
W.  Hayxes  &  Sox. 

Iioug'h  Currane  CWaterviUe,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Owing  to  continued  wild  and  wet  weather  sport  has 
been  very  poor  on  Lough  Currane.  Major  Cresswell 
got  two  salmon  (14 Jib.  and  lljlb.).  Though  much 
rain  has  fallen  the  Cummeragh  and  Inny  rivers  have 
not  been  in  order,  as  those  waters  fall  very  rapidly. 
The  prospects  for  the  nest  few  days  are  not  reassuring, 
as  the  weather  is  very  unsettled  "and  more  suggestive 
of  mid-winter  than  spring. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Mask  and  Corrib. — Owing  to  the  rough  and 
boisterous  weather  of  the  past  fortnight,  very  few 
anglers  have  put  in  an  appearance  on  above  waters.  The 
only  langlers  fishing  recently  were  Colonel  Allix  and 
Colonel  Faussett,  who  have"  fished  Finney  River  and 
the  canal  from  the  banks,  and  have  caught  some  nice 
trout  on  the  fly  ranging  from  lib.  to  2Jlb.  each.  With 
a  change  to  warm  weather  trout  will  rise  with  the  fly 
freely,  on  both  lake  and  river.  The  fishing  is  boimd 
to  be  good,  both  trolling  and  fly-fishing. 

Lough  Melvin. — Some  good  sport  was  had  on  the 
Lake  during  the  past  week,  and  the  following  spring 
salmon  were  landed  :  Mr.  T.  A.,  two  salmon  of  81b.  and 
101b.;  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  one  salmon  of  111b.;  Mr. 
A.  Scott,  one  salmon  of  81b. ;  Commander  Pulley, 
R.N.,  one  salmon  of  111b. ;  Mr.  George,  one  salmon  of 
101b. ;  Mr.  J.  Mullen,  one  salmon  121b. ;  and  Mr.  D. 
Brown,  two  salmon  of  8§lb.  and  101b.  Captain  F.  W. 
Jones  landed  a  beautiful  brown  trout  of  81b.  on  10th  inst., 
and  several  fine  Gillarooe  trout.  Captain  Fyfe  Jamie- 
son  took  a  fine  basket  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  on 
13th  inst.,  and  several  other  anglers  did  well  amongst 
the  trout  also  during  the  past  week,  and  trout  is  now 
rising  well. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourue  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
Mourne  is  running  down  into  order  after  the  floods, 
but  as  the  trout  are  gorged  with  bottom  feeding  they 
will  not  rise  freely  for  a  day  or  two.  The  fishing 
immediately  about  "Newtonstewart  is  no  longer  frge,  as 
the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company  imposes  a  5s. 
licence  on  trout  fishers,  and  in  the  future  salmon 
fishers  will  pay  £4  for  the  season  or  10s.  per  week. 
These  new  rules  apply  to  the  Mourne  from  its  junction 
with  the  Derg  to  Lis'lap  West,  and  to  the  Glenelly  as 
far  up  as  Crosh. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Nothing  has  been  done  here  in  the  angling 
line  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  and 
discoloured  state  of  the  river.  The  weather,  as  I 
write,  is  fine,  and  in  a  few  days  the  river  will  be  in 
good  order.  A  good  show  of  salmon  in  all  the  pools. 
Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  loughs  owing  to  high 
water. — Pat  Hearkes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed,  April  12,  two  salmon,  121b.  and 
.S41b.  ;  15th,  one  salmon,  191b. ;  16th,  one  salmon, 
ISJlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed, 
13th,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  P. 
Jones  killed,  12th,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  the  same 
water  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  14th,  one  salmon,  271b.  ; 
15th,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  16th,  two  salmon,  15Jlb.  and 
161b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  H.  C.  Woodward 
killed,  15th,  one  salmon,  141b. — John  Enright  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
■Veytaux. — April  15. — The  state  of  things  for  the 
past  week  has  been  abnormally  unfavourable  for  sport. 
Bad  weather  and  floods,  so  largely  reported  over 
Europe,  have  prevailed.  Fresh  snow  has  reappeared 
on  the  mountains ;  some  snow  and  hail  has  varied  the 
monotony  of  heavy  rains  below,  and  even  this  end  of 
the  lake  (of  Geneva)  is  much  clouded.  Withal  should 
the  snn  break  through  at  intervals,  it  is  found  to  be 
powerful.  So  far  as  is  known,  only  one  visit  has  been 
paid  to  the  fishing  grounds,  and  that — in  the  high, 
dirty,  rapid,  expanded  state  of  the  water — was  without 
success  of  any  kind. — Benwyan. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  liy  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Plymouth. — Spring  pollack,  have  at  last  made 
their  appearance,  and  some  nice  ones  have  been  caught 
at  the  back  of  the  island.  They  took  the  Baby 
Spinner  with  the  worm  tail.  Some  large  plaice  have 
been  taken  in  the  pouting  pits.  The  mackerel  have 
not  yet  been  taken  in  any  numbers  ;  a  few  have  been 
brought  in,  but  they  are  not  in  such  good  condition 
as  they  were  last  month.  One  of  our  steam- 
trawlers  brought  in  amongst  his  catch  what  I  believe 
to  be  a  sting  ray  {Trygon  pastinaca).  I  have  a 
water-colour  drawing  by  Jonathan  Couch,  and  it 
exactly  coincides  with  it.  It  was  caught  in  the  trawl 
down  towards  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  The  sting  of  these 
fish  have  been  known  to  cause  death.  In  fact,  on  the 
authority  of  "CElian,"  a  man  once  stole  a  sting  ray 
and  thought  it  was  a  turbot.  He  concealed  it  under 
his  clothes  to  take  it  away  to  sell,  but  slipped  and  fell 
to  the  ground,  the  sting  entered  his  stomach,  and  the 
man  was  picked  up  dead. — William  Hearder,  B.S.A.S. 


Jingling  "^xxtuxcs. 

April  20. 

Lychnobites :  Concert. 
April  22. 

A.B.S. :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
April  23. 

Elgin:  Visit. 

Silver  Trout :  Annual  diimer. 

North  London :  Visit. 

Brunswick  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

Gresham  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  Eldred. 
April  24. 

Walthamstow  Brothers :  Visit. 
April  25. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Annnal  dinner. 

April  29. — Amicable  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

,,    29. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  "  At  home,"  Lantern 

lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 
,,    29. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 
,,    29. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
,,    30. — Queen's  Piscatorials  ;  Distribution. 
May  1.' — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     1. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     2. — Oglander  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     7. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     8. — White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 
,,   13. — Blackf  riars  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
,,   14. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,   15. — Royal  George  :  Supper. 
,,   IG. — Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,   21. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,   21. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
,,   22. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
„   28.— Clissold  :  Distribution. 


IRepotte  from  Clubs* 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thmsday  morning. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
form  Bloomsbury  Brothers  Concert  £1  12s.  6d.,  Izaak 
Walton  -£1  lis..  Royal  Oak  lis.  8d.,  Original  Alexandra 
£1  17s.  6d.,  from  their  donation  boxes,  Izaak  Walton 
annual  subscription  10s.  Cd,  Royal  Oak  donation  10s. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  four  applications 
were  made  and  three  granted,  to  the  amount  of  £13, 
the  fourth  to  stand  over  for  inquiries.  The  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  even- 
ing, April  26th,  at  8. .30. — R.  Ghorney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Thirteenth  Lea 
Competition. — Prizewinners  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Monday,  April  22,  at  the  George  and  Dragon, 
St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell,  E.G.,  not  later  than  nine 
o'clock.  Any  prizewinner  unable  to  attend  must  send 
a  substitute  to  choose  for  him,  and  give  his  ticket  to 
the  person  who  represents  him.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  of  the  Amicable  Wal- 
tonians.— S.  Malby. 

Amicable  Brothers  Ai^gling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-square. — The  next  return  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  will  take  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Monday,  April  29,  in  conjunction  with  the  smoking 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benovelent  Society 
fixed  for  that  date,  when  the  support  of  brother  anglers 
will  be  esteemed  a  favoin-. — G.  Hay'nes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — At  our  last 
meeting  a  lot  of  business  was  gone  through.  Our 
annual  distribution  ofi^prizes  takes  place  on  May  1, 
instead  of  April  24,  which  I  hope  all  prize  donors  will 
note.  Will  members  attend  in  force  on  April  24,  to 
clear  the  books  previous  to  the  distribution.  Our 
annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  8,  for  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  and  other 
business. — k.  Cripps, 


Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  April  16  Mr.  G. 
Wateres  was  elected  a  member.  Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  14,  at 
8  o'clock.  Will  members  kindly  forward  their  prizes 
not  later  than  April  30.— A.  Dejongb. 

Bermondsey  .Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— We  had  a  good  muster 
on  April  17.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May 
21.  Will  all  members  please  attend  special  moetin- 
on  April  24,  to  arrange  details.— C.  G.  Piogott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
ward-street.—Our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  13.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  has  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair 
faced  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrave.  Mr.  Ben  Brown  has 
consented  to  preside  at  the  piano.  Will  members 
turn  up  in  force  to  elect  officers,  for  ensuing  season.— 
J.  Wheelhousb. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Three  Compasses,  146,  High  Holborn,  W.G.— The 
proceeds  of  our  smoking  concert  on  Feb.  25,  amount- 
ing toi£l  12s.  6d.,  has  been  duly  forwarded  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  On  April  17  Mr.  R. 
Hook  was  elected  a  working  member.  It  was  also 
decided  to  keep  the  books  open  until  Wednesday  next, 
April  24,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without 
fail.  All  members  and  friends  are  particularly 
requested  to  note  our  new  address,  where  our  host, 
Mr.  J.  Hodgskins,  will  be  pleased  to  see  them  any 
evening. — T.  Paternoster. 

BooTLE  Angling  Association,!' Victoria  Hotel, 
]\Iiranda-road.— Angling  generally  has  not  been  pur- 
sued with  the  usual  energy,  owing  to  the  streams  being 
in  partial  flood,  but  several  members  have  had,  good 
baskets  of  trout  since  the  holidays.  The  chairman  and 
secretary  of  this  association,  upon  the  invitation  of 
Mr.  Bedford,  secretary  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, visited  the.  hatchery  of  the  Bolton  Anglers' 
Association  at  Sweetloves  Reservoir  on  April  13,  and 
inspected  some  20,000  Loch  Leven  and  15,000  rain- 
bow trout  ova,  and  about  20,000  hatched-out  Loch 
Levens,  also  a  tank  containing  fine  healthy  yearlings. 
After  visiting  the  Reservoir  filter  beds  and  bidding 
good-bye  to  Mr.  Wallwork,  Mr.  Bedford  conducted 
his  visitors  to  some  of  the  principal  club  rooms  in  the 
town,  where  they  examined  some  beautifully  set-up 
specimen  fish  and  their  club  championship  silver  cup, 
which  is  annually  competed  for,  and  also  the  various 
mementoes  of  which  the  Boltonians  are  so  proud.— 

RUDD. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— The  twentieth  annual 
dinner  took  place  at  the  Holboi  11  llestaui-aut  on 
April  11,  and  was  in  every  way  a  success,  some  seventy 
meml>ers  and  their  friends  sitting  down  to  an  excellent 
repast.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  V/.  A.  Carter  in 
liis  usual  happy  manner,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  PitzGibbon. 
After  the  usual  toasts  wei'e  given,  tlio  chairman  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  wou  during  the  past  season,  the 
winners  being  as  follows  :— Messrs.  PitzGihljnn,  Carter, 
Warsop,  T.  Welham,  Piggott,  sen.,  Piggott,  juii., 
Carvill,  Newport,  and  Rylott.  Prizes  wei-e  offered  for 
the  ensuing  season  by  Messrs.  J.  Vanstone,  Morris, 
Ramsden,  Jenner,  W.  Lawler,  Witheriiigtou,Goldstoiiei 
Escott,  Piggott,  Piggott,  jun.,  Smith,  Langlev,  Warsop, 
Newport,  S^cott,  FitzGibbon,  Jones,  Carvill,  Scutt, 
Wopluer,  Carter,  and  H.  Lawler.  Some  excellent 
songs  and  musical  sketches  were  rendered  during  the 
evening,  and  a,  most  enjoyable  night  came  to  a  close 
all  too  soon  witli  the  singing  of  Auld  Lang  SjTie. — 
W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— Our  dinner  is  fixed  for  May  1. 
Our  return  visit  takes  place  on  April  29.  Mr.  F.  Gray, 
chairman,  and  Mr.  F.  Newton,  vice. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society. — At  the  quarterly 
meeting  very  few  members  attended,  and  nothing 
of  note  was  done.  The  sub-committee  appointed 
for  the  fly  and  bait  casting  competition  have  con- 
cluded their  arrangements  under  that  heading,  and 
the  event  will  take  place  at  the  Roath  Park  Lake 
(the  Cardiff  Town  Council  having  very  considerately 
granted  leave  for  that  purpose)  on  April  24,  at  2  p.m. 
sharp.  In  addition  to  fly  and  minnow  casting  there  is 
to  be  a  division  for  coarse  fishermen,  pike  bait  and 
float  casting  as  well  as  a  roach  section  having  been 
provided.  A  general  meeting  takes  place  at  the  club- 
room  on  April  24. — Ernest  Webster. 

Clapham  Jur.CTiON  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Geneial 
meeting  will  take  place  on  the  24th  inst.  for  election 
of  officers,  etc.,  and  other  important  business.-.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Monday, 
April  29.— F.  Castbll. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  April  16  we  had 
a  fair  attendance  of  members.  A  letter  was  read  from 
Mr.  Stretch,  of  the  North  London  Angling  Societv 
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asking  us  to  their  club  on  Tuesday  next  for  harmony 
and  visit.  It  was  decided  to  send  delegates  to  help 
make  it  a  success.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  May  28,  when  I  hope  donors  and  winners 
will  be  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  balance  sheet  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  was  fully  discussed.  The 
delegates,  Messrs.  E.  Hunt  and  F.  Eastwood,  were 
accorded  a  vote  of  thanks. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Ken  sal- 
road,  W. — On  Tuesday  last  we  elected  a  new  working 
member,  and  another  was  proposed.  Our  delegate, 
Mr.  T.  Collins,  gave  us  a  most  able  report,  for  which 
he  was  most  heartily  thanked.  It  was  also  decided 
that  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland-street,  should  cater 
for  our  twenty-first  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place 
on  May  IG.  I  hope  members  w'ill  assist  the  secretary 
by  forwarding  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible.  Date 
of  benevolent  concert,  Saturday,  June  8. — A.  S.  H. 

COLLINGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  Our  visit  on  the 
S.L.U.Y.L.  was  a  great  success,  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Smith  in  the  vice-chair. 
HI  Is.  was  collected  for  the  S.L.U.V.L.  prize  fund  ; 
sixteen  clubs  were  represented.  The  musical  part  was 
carried  successfully  through  by  Mr.  G.  Lockwood, 
F.O.S. ;  Messrs.  E.  Elsey  and  H.  Stump,  Collingwoods  ; 
Mr.  Kidder,  Yap,  Yap;  Mr.  W.  Cartwright,  Oglander 
Piscatorials ;  Mr.  W.  Broughton,  United  Brothers; 
and  Mr.  H.  Lovatt.  We  have  arranged  to  to  have  our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Wednesday, 
May  1 ;  details  later.  Members  please  turn  up  next 
week  to  settle  up  subscriptions,  prizes,  etc.,  and  arrange 
for  sea  outing. — P.  P.  Sorge. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  IG  a  full  attend- 
ance. The  delegates  gave  their  report,  which  was 
received  with  great  satisfaction.  The  balance-sheet 
for  the  past  quarter  was  also  presented  and  accepted, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  arcorded  to  the  auditors  for  their 
services.  Mr.  J.  Comber  was  elected  treasurer.  Mem- 
bers will  oblige  by  attending  on  Tuesday  next  to  settle 
the  annul  dinner,  and  oblige. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Nobfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westbourne-park. — On  Wednesday 
next  a  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  for 
alteration  of  rules.  All  members  are  requested  to 
attend. — W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington-park-road, Notting  Hill,  W.— Our  visit  and 
concert  takes  place  on  April  23.  Any  club  that  has 
not  received  a  post-card,  will  they  please  accept  this 
as  an  invitation. — G.  King. 

Golden  Baebel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  April 
16,  at  our  adjourned  general  meeting,  we  reduced  the 
specimen  bream  from  41b.  to  3|lb.  ;  we  also  abolished 
the  Tuesday  gross  weight  and"  substituted  two  half- 
guinea  specimen  prizes.  Messrs.  Ellins  and  Henrie 
were  elected  delegates  to  the  Angling  Association,  and 
Mr.  Mowl  chairman.  Our  annual  supper  takes  place 
May  8.  Members  can  clear  the  books  and  pay  in 
prizes  in  the  bar  book. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — There  have  been  several 
of  the  members  out  trout  fishing,  but  returned  home 
with  a  blank.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  the 
club  on  Tuesday,  April  30,  to  decide  when  to  go  for 
our  sea  fishing  outing  and  other  important  business. — 
R.  Murphy. 

Hoxton  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  Aprih  16,  at  the  general 
meeting,  the  balance  sheet  was  passed,  and,  considering 
all  things,  the  club  fijids  itself  in  a  good  position.  Two 
new  members  were  made— namely,  Mr.  Price  and  Mr. 
Grausse,  and  two  more  are  nominated.  We  are  pre- 
pared to  accept  a  few  more  hon.  members  at  5s.  per 
year.  Next  week,  Tuesday,  April  23,  is  the  adjourned 
special  meeting  night. — E.  Bishop. 

Ilfoed  and  District  Piscatoeial  Society. — The 
above  society  has  been  successful  in  leasing  the  Lang- 
ford  Waters  at  Maiden.  The  number  of  members  are 
already  over  seventy.  A  very  good  season  is  looked 
forward  to,  and  numerous  prizes  have  been  promised. — 
F.  C.  Welling. 

Islington  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— On  Tuesday  our  dele- 
gate gave  in  his  report,  which  was  received  as  given 
irom  the  Anglers'  Association.  Would  members 
show  ui)  on  Tuesday  next,  April  23,  at  9..30  sharp,  for 
the  audit,  that  being  the  general  meeting  night,  so  I 
hope  all  members  will  be  present.  Prize  distribution 
May  21.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
It  has  been  arranged  that  the  remainder  of  the  lapsed 
prizes  be  competed  for  at  Leigh  on  April  28.  Full 
particulars  can  be  had  at  the  club-house  on  Wednesday 
evening  next.  I  beg  to  remind  the  members  that 
quarterly  night  and  the  end  of  our  financial  year 
occurs  on  May  1,  so  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  all 
those  in  arrears  will  attend  and  clear  the  books  on  or 
before  that  date. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  Cambridge.— 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  April  11,  when  the 


treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  at  the  bank  of 
£14  5s.  lid.  The  election  of  officers  followed.  The 
late  president,  Mr.  Hattersley,  sent  a  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, which  was  accepted,  and  a  minute  on  the  book 
recorded  thanks  for  his  past  service.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  W.  Cornwell,  expressed  a  wish  to  retire,  which 
was  accepted  on  the  condition  that  he  would  be  the 
president  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  this  was  carried 
unanimously.  The  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Cox, 
was  appointed  secretary.  The  committee  was  then 
elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the  privileged  fares  to 
thirty-seven  stations  on  their  line  ;  also  to  the  donors 
of  prizes  and  past  officers. — John  0.  George. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.  —  I  must  request 
members'  attendance  on  Wednesday  next  for  special 
meeting.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  business 
to  do,  which  must  be  settled  next  week.  —  W. 
Watling. 

LiVEE  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool. — At  our 
general  bi-monthly  meeting,  held  on  the  IGth  inst., 
some  interesting  experiences  were  related  by  various 
members  who  had  plied  the  gentle  art  during  the 
recent  holidays.  A  number  of  our  members  visited 
the  South  of  Scotland,  several  fishing  the  Castle  Milk 
water  of  the  Annan  at  Hoodom,  whilst  others  travelled 
further  north  and  devoted  their  energies  to  the  Annan 
at  Dinwoodie.  Both  parties  did  fairly  well,  notwith- 
standing the  quantity  of  melted  snow  in  the  river,  and 
all  the  trout  killed  were  between  12oz.  and  IGoz.  each. 
The  Blue  Dun  was  the  favourite  lure,  and  un- 
doubtedl}',  had  the  climatic  circumstances  been  more 
favourable,  record  baskets,  would  have  been  made. 
Mr.  Johnstone,  the  courteous  stationmaster  at  Din- 
woodie, near  Lockerbie,  will  be  pleased  to  give  any 
information  to  anglers  who  may  intend  visiting  that 
portion  of  the  country.  Another  party  spent  the 
major  portion  of  the  week  at  Llangynog,  in  Wales, 
fishing  the  Tauat,  Bhiwarth  and  Pennant.  Fair  sport 
resulted,  and  a  greater  number  of  trout  were  taken 
than  by  their  friends  in  the  north,  but  the  average  size 
was  much  less,  the  killing  lure  again  being  the  Blue 
Dun. — March  Beow^n. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — Some  fine  perch  and 
tench  have  been  caught  during  the  week  on  the  club's 
waters,  but  owing  to  the  close  season  have  all  been 
returned'  to  the  water.  Although  a  few  nice  trout  have 
been  taken,  sport  continues  to  be  very  backward  in 
the  rivers  Alyn  and  Dee  owing  to  the  bad  weather. — 
Roach  Pole. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burton-on-Trent. — 
A  special  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Navigation 
Hotel  on  Wednesday  last,  when  a  fair  number  of 
members  were  present.  The  secretary  said  that  for 
the  benefit  of  half-day  holiday  members  it  had  been 
decided  to  take  the  portion  of  the  Trent  known  as 
Toogood's  water,  which  is  quite  adjacent,  and  while 
the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition,  there  was 
still  room  for  a  few  more  rods.  The  rules  were  sub- 
jected to  a  drastic  revision,  and  several  alterations 
made  ;  suggestions  as  to  acquisition  of  new  waters,  etc., 
were  postponed  to  a  future  date. — T.  Gee. 

Noeth-East  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — At  our  meeting 
on  April  14,  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  next  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  April  23,  owing  to  our  tenth  annual 
dinner  taking  place  on  April  25.  Hope  to  see  as  many 
members  as  can  spare  time  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  April  23,  for  final  arrangements. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — The  next  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  Visiting  List  takes  place  at 
the  above  on  Tuesday  next,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.  Secretaries  not  receiving  post-card,  kindly 
accept  this  as  an  invitation.  All  members  are  requested 
ta  attend  next  Monday,  it  being  the  annual  meeting. 
The  balance  sheet  will  be  read  and  the  auditors  give 
their  report  thereon. — H,  Stretch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  dinner  is  arranged 
for  Thursday,  May  2,  at  the  Surrey  Masonic  Hall, 
Camberwell-new-road.  Mr.  Bacon  was  elected  a  work- 
ing member  of  this  society.  Gentlemen  having  promised 
prizes  are  kindly  requested  t3  send  them  in  for  dis- 
tribution on  the  night  of  tiae  dinner. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Peckham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — Members,  kindly 
attend  meeting  next  Tuesday  ;  special  business.  The 
twenty-third  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  above 
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house  on  Tuesday,  May  7,  President  G.  H.  Shepherd 
in  the  chair. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Messrs.  Nobby  and  Bouf  won 
prizes  in  the  St.  Margaret's  Anglers'  Benevolent  com- 
petition. Will  members  please  attend  next  week  to 
arrange  date  of  annual  distribution,  and  check  the 
prize  list. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — There  was  a  large  muster  at 
the  above  on  .\pril  16th,  the  president,  E.  Keene, 
being  in  the  chair,  when  a  lot  of  business  was  got 
througli.  Mr.  Galton  and  Mr.  Payne,  the  auditors, 
read  the  balance-sheet,  which  was  passed  by  all 
present  as  being  most  satisfactorj'.  Our  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  April  .30,  tickets  to  be  had  of  the 
secretary  and  at  the  club. — F.  CoOK. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  April  17,  which  was  the 
special  general  meeting,  we  got  through  a  lot  of 
business,  and  beg  to  call  attention  to  alteration  of 
date  of  supper,  which  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
May  15.  Will  members  please  attend  next  week. 
Very  important. — J.  Gibbons. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  —  I  shall  be 
obliged  if  members  will  favour  me  w'ith  '-their  prizes 
and  subscriptions.  On  Tuesday  next,  April  23,  our 
dinner  takes  place  at  the  above,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  be  present.  On  the  16th 
Mr.  C.  Ball  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. — 
R.  Smith. 

South  London  United  Anglees  Visiting  List. — 
On  Tuesday  last  the  members  of  the  societies  affiliated 
to  the  above  paid  their  respects  to  the  CoUingwood 
Angling  Society.  The  club-room  was  well  packed, 
and  the  response  to  the  appeal  for  the  South  London 
Competition  Fund  resulted  in  14s.  being  collected  in 
the  room.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  kindly  sent  5s.  as  a 
donation,  and  a  member  gave  2s.,  making  a  total  of 
21s.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  delegates  of  sixteeir 
clubs  responded — namely.  United  Brothers,  Anchor 
and  Hope,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriars,  Peckham  Brothers, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  CoUingwood,  South  Bermond- 
sey,  Stockwell  Oglander,  Hatcham  Brothers,  Cosy 
Camden,  Convivial,  Duchess,  and  Walham  Green. 
The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  South  Bermondsej' 
Piscatorials  Club  and  Institute,  Rotherhithe  New-road. 
—A.  G.  Smith. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  has  been 
called  by  the  committee  for  8.30  sharp  on  Tuesday 
next  for  important  business.  Aa  there  are  several 
alterations  to  the  rules  to  be  passed,  I  shall  deem  it  a 
favour  if  members  will  show  up  in  force. — A.  P. 

Steatfobd  Angling  Society,  The  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — I  have  to 
inform  brother  anglers  and  secretaries  that  we  have 
chaugt  d  our  clubhouse  to  the  above  address,  also  that 
our  mteting  nights  in  future  will  be  Sundays,  and  the 
first  and  third  Tuesdays  in  the  month.  We  have  also 
room  for  a  few  more  working  members. — G.  P. 
Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  Tuesday  next,  meeting 
night,  members  are  requested  to  atteni.  Also  com- 
mittee are  requested  to  attend  meeting  at  8  o'clock 
sharp. — C.  E.  Lock. 

ViCTOEiA  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  May  22, 
we  take  our  annual  dinner. — W.  H.  B. 

Walthamstow  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  official  visit 
will  take  place  on  April  24,  when  we  shall  be  glad 
to  see  all  friends,  old  and  new  members.  Our  meeting 
nights  are  still  on  Wednesday. — E.  Howaeth. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — I  should  like  to 
see  more  members  turn  up  during  the  fence  months. 
We  made  two  more  working  members.  I  have  the 
dinner  tickets  all  ready  for  those  who  apply  for  them. 
Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  same  as  early  as 
possible. — W.  Cox. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — We  hold  our  annual  dis- 
tribution, to  be  followed  with  a  concert,  on  Wednesday, 
May  8.  Prize  donors  will  oblige  by  kindly  sending  on 
their  prizes  promised  to  me  by  May  1.  New  members 
can  be  enrolled  that  night. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday  last,  held 
at  headquarters,  was  a  success,  about  forty  members 
and  friends  sitting  down  to  a  capital  repast,  provided 
by  the  host  of  the  Alexandra  Hotel.  Mr.  K.  J.  F.  Cawse, 
a  notable  sea  angler,  presided,  and  made  an  admirable 
speech  on  sea  fishing  in  general,  and  angling  for  coarse 
fish  in  particular.  He  also  x>reseuted  the  prizes  won 
during  the  season  to  the  f  jllowing  members  : — ilessrs. 
H.  J.  Lawrence  (silver  challenge  cup  and  other  prizes), 
S.  Peskett,  F.  J.  Bovie,  F.  J.  Rait,  S.  Thain,  H.  A.  Rolt 
H.  Golding,  J.  Golding,  W.  Bourne,  Coleman,  Gallie, 
Balderstone,  C.  Pain,  W.  C.  Pain,  and  C.  Buy.  A 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. — H. 
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The  following  is  from  the  Norwich  Standard:— 
"  Soa  anglers  at  Lowestoft,  in  meeting  assembled, 
have  adopted  the  following  resolution :  '  It  is  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  that  facilities  for  sea  angling 
should  be  provided  at  Lowestoft  either  by  the  setting 
apart  of  a  larger  portion  of  the  South  Pier  or  by 
making  arrangements  for  utilising  the  new  North  Pier 
for  this  purpose.  The  granting  of  such  facilities  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  means  of  bringing  a  large  number 
of  sea  fishermen  to  Lowestoft  in  the  autumn,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  directors  of  the  Great  Eastern  Kailwav 
will  accede  to  the  generally  expressed  wish,  not  only 
of  those  who  are  sea  anglers,  but  of  all  who  are 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  town  as  a  pleasure 
resort,  as  it  would  be  the  means  of  extending  the 
season  considerablv.' " 


ApcoEDijfG  to  Mr.  W.  Howlett  the  prospects  of 
fishing  just  now  on  the  Lark  are  very  poor.  He  says  : 
"  The  weather  is  simply  awful — hail,  rain,  snow, 
lightning,  tli under,  and  "darkness.  The  rivers  are 
flooded  and  full  of  snow-broth." 


Mr.  ^V.  Caetee  Platts,  whose  lively  breeziness  as  a 
humourist  and  a  writer  on  angling  and  rural  topics  is 
well  known  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has  just 
completed  a  new  work  which  is  likely  to  prove  of 
especial  interest  to  lovers  of  rod  and  gun.  The  new 
book,  which  will  be  issued  shortly  bv  Messrs.  Digby, 
Long  &  Co.  (London),  is  entitled  "  Betwixt  the  Ling 
and  the  Lowland,"  and  deals  with  trout-fishing° 
shooting,  field  natural  history,  customs,  recreations' 
village  amenities,  folk-lore,  social  life,  and  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  the  charm  of  countrv  life  in  a  typical 
Wharfedale  village.  Readers  may  expect  a  treat— a 
.'iort  of  first-qualitv  "  tooral-rural "  literarv  picnic 
I  say  so  !  ' 


It  is  said  that  "figures  can  be  made  to  prove 
anything."  "  Two's  into  one  won't  go  I  "  That's  non- 
sense ;  here's  an  instance  :—"  Mr.  H.  E.  Goddard,  of 
Thwaite  House,  Cottingham,  was  fishing  with  a  rod  in 
the  lake  on  his  father's  property  when  he  landed  a 
pike  30in.  long,  weight,  7^1b. ;  and  girth,  13in.  On  in- 
serting the  gag  to  take  out  the  bait-hook  the  angler  saw 
the  tail  of  another  fish  in  the  pike's  throat,  and  this, 
on  being  extracted,  was  found  to  be  another  pike  17in' 
long,  and  with  only  a  portion  of  its  flesh  destroyed." 
Truth  IS  stranger  than  fiction,  and  the  double-distilled 
quintessence  of  truth  is  impressed— nay,  rubbed  in- 
over  this  above  achievement.  Easily  worked  out— by 
gaff,  not  by  rule  of  thumb.  All  that  can  be  said  about 
it  is  that  pike  No.  2  must  have  been  of  a  very  inquiring 
tm-n  of  mind,  and  got  as  far  out  of  the  wet  as  possible. 


Peuvted  on  a  large  piece  of  linen,  the  following 
notice  comes  from  the  Antipodes  : —  ° 

CAUTION. 


The  balance-sheet  of  the  Anglers'  Association  for  year 
ending  March,  1901,  is  to  hand,  and  is  a  credit  to"  the 
auditors,  as  receipts  and  expenditure  are  very  clearly 
set  out,  and  show*  that  the  association  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition. 


Amongst  some  very  interesting  relics  recently  un- 
earthed from  the  bed  of  the  Lea  by  Mr.  H.  Tisley 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  now  extinct  Higham  Hill 
Fishery  are  some  clay  pipes.  I  do  not  understand  a 
pipe  so  well  as  a  cigar— but  the  specimens  are  not 
"Henry  Clays."  However,  they  have  been  sent  to 
the  museums  of  the  Piscatorial  and  Gresham 
Societies. 


On  Sunday  evening,  April  14,  John  Henry  West  (22), 
son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Queen's  Head,  Kingston- 
on-Thames,  was  washed  over  Teddington  Weir  and 
drowned.  Deceased  was  returning  from  Teddington 
with  two  little  nephews,  and  on  account  of  the  strong 
current  was  advised  by  the  lock-keeper  to  take  the 
children  out  and  have  the  boat  towed.  This  was  done 
for  a  short  distance,  but  West  afterwards  cast  off  the 
tow-line  and  was  drawn  into  the  weir,  being  washed 
over  and  not  seen  again. 


VICTOEIAN  FISH  PEOTECTION  SOCIETY 

AND  ANGLERS'  CLUB 
Earnestly  solicits  the  support  of  Anglees  in  putting 
a  stop  to  the  practice  of  Removing  Fish  Undee- 
WEIGHT  from  the  Water,  and  where  unavoidable 
catches  are  made  of  such  Fish,  requests  that  they 
shall  be  Immediately  Retuened  to  the  Water  with 
as  Little  Injury  as  possible. 

Persons  Taking,  Selling,  Exposing  foe  Sale,  or 
Having  in  their  Possession  such 

UNDERWEIGHT  FISH 

are  Liable  to  a 
PENALTY  OF  ^20 
and  the  Forpeitcre  of  all  Pish  in  their  possession. 

The  following  is  the  Scale  of  Weights  at  which 
Fish  may  be  Taken  from  the  Water. 

FISHERIES  APT,  SECTIONS  3i  and  37;  SECOXI)  SCBEDULE. 

8  oz.  '  Perch,  Englisli  ,  .  4  oz 
4  ..  :  Pike      ....  6 

Ked  Mullet   .       .       .    4  " 


calls  a  spring-tail.  This  tail,  which  is  beneath  the 
fourth  or  fifth  abdominal  segment,  roughly  resembles 
a  two-prongod  fork.  It  may  be  tucked  beneath  the 
body  pointing  forwards,  as  the  insect  runs  along ;  when 
it  IS  released  and  straightened  out  so  that  the  tip 
points  backwards  the  spring-tail  leaps  into  the  air. 
Let  the  reader  lift  a  stone  under  which  a  colony  of 
spring-tails  are  sheltering,  and  he  will  have  full  de- 
monstration of  their  leaping  powers.  There  is  a  family 
of  spring-tails— the  Sminthurid(P—ha.\mg,  however,  no 
marine  representative.  These  insects  breathe  by 
means  of  a  set  of  air-tubes  opening  by  paired  air-holes 
on  the_  head  —  an  altogether  exceptional  position. 
Adaptation  to  an  aquatic  life  is,  therefore,  easy  to 
them.  Many  species  are  found  on  the  marshy  shores 
or  on  the  surface  of  waters  of  lakes  and  ponds,  and 
quite  a  fair  number  will  reward  the  resfearches  of  the 
seaside  entomologist.  ' 


Barracouta  . 
Bream  . 
Bream,  Silver 
Butter  Fish  . 
Cat  Fish 
Flathead 
Flounder 
Garfish  . 
Gurnet  or  Guniar 
.Tohn  Dory 
King  or  Jew  Fish 
Ling      •  . 
Luderick  , 
JIackerel 
Mountain  Trout 
Mullet  . 
Murray  ('od  . 
Jlurray  Perch 
Peich 


i  „ 

4  „ 
.■i  ,, 

5  ,, 
1  ,. 
*  ,. 
4  .. 
(i  lb. 
4  oz. 
(i  ,, 
4  „ 


10  „ 


Rock  Cod  .  .  . 
I  Rough  or  Roughy'. 
Salmon  Trout 
Sand  Mullet  or  Poddies 
Sclmapper  .  .  •  . 
Silver  Fish/  or  Silver 
Perch 

Skipjack       ,       .  , 

Snook    .  , 

Sole      .       .      ,  , 

Stranger       .  . 
Travale  ■       .       .  . 
Trumpeter     ,       .~  , 
M'hiting 
Whiting,  San<I 
Yellow  Tail 


AccoEDiNo  to  the  Daily  Graphic,  in  the  Estimates 
of  1899-1900  the  total  cost  of  the  new  royal  yacht 
figures  as  £353,000.  In  the  Estimates  of  1900  the  cost 
has  risen  to  £434,000 ;  in  those  for  the  current  year  it 
is  no  less  than  £512,000,  and  it  is  practically  certain 
that  this  sum  will  be  exceeded.  In  other  words,  this 
vessel  of  only  4,700  tons  has  cost  more  by  £160,000 
than  was  originally  estimated.  The  Sparfiate,  which 
18  now  nearly  two  years  late,  has  advanced  in  cost  by 
nearly  10  per  cent.,  or  £50,000,  the  Albion  by  £27,000, 
and  the  Vengeance  by  £16,000,  while  the  Glonj  appears 
to  have  cost  about  £10,000  less  than  was  expected. 


At  the  last  annual  general  nleeting  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  Mr.  Richard  H.  Nerney,  F.C.A., 
of  19  and  21,  Moorgate-street,  E.G.,  and  of  Southend- 
on-Sea,  was  elected  auditor  of  the  society  for  the 
ensuing  year.  He  is  a  man  of  figures,  a  good  angler, 
and,  figuratively  speaking,  "knows  the  ropes."  I 
hope  to  have  such  another  good  day's  sport  with  him 
as  the  last. 


Close  Season.— English  Trout— 1st  Day  of  May  to 
31st  Day  of  August  in  each  year.  Black  Pish— 1st  Day 
of  September  to  the  16th  Day  of  December  in  each  year. 

A  number  of  Assistant  Inspectors  have  recently  been 
appointed  in  connection  with  "The  Victorian  Fish 
Protection  Society  aiJ'd  Anglers'  Club,"  who  have 
full  authority  to  deal  with  any  person  infringing  the 
above  sections.  . 

Any  Person  Destroying  this  Notice  will  be 
Prosecuted.  J.  W.  WESTAWAY, 

Dated  January  18,  1901.  Hon.  Sec. 

"  The  Victorian  Pish  Peotbction  Society 
AND  Anglees'  Club, 
Bull  and  Mouth  Hotel,  Bourke-street,  Melbourne. 


"  Enormous  quantities  of  minute  jellv-fish  or  slime 
have  been  apparent  in  Tasman  Bay,  New  Zealand,  and 
tbis  slime  proved  highly  fatal  to  fish.  The  captain  of 
a  coasting  steamer  reports  that  he  passed  through 
slime  and  dead  fish  the  whole  way,  the  fish  being  so 
close  together  that  they  were  not  a  footstep  apart. 
The  beaches  of  Golden  Bav  are  strewn  with  dead  fish, 
in  places  to  the  depth  of  three  feet."  What  a  pity 
the  captain  did  not  bring  home  a  ton  or  two  for 
re-stocking  purposes. 


This  Tasmanian  story  is  a  bit  soft ;  here  is  some- 
thing a  little  harder :  "  In  the  north-western  part  of 
the  State  of  Colorado  are  to  be  found  certain  mineral 
beds  of  the  nature  of  slaty  coal.  These  beds,  con- 
taining millions  of  petrified  fl.sh,  cover  hundreds  of 
square  miles.  They  extend  a  distance  of  100  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Green  River,  and  'shelve  out'  for 
100  miles,  more  towards  the  interior  of  the  State,  In 
.some  places  these  beds,  which  are  almost  a  solid  mass 
of  perfectly  fossilised  fish,  are  from  150  to  200  feet  in 
thickness.  They  lie  about  8000  feet  above  sea-level, 
this  interesting  fact  showing  the  extent  to  which  the 
land  has  risen."  It  also  shows  the  extent  to  which 
prime  soles  have  risen. 


I  HAVE  never  caught  a  barracouta  or  a  vellow  tail, 
but,  judging  from  the  weights  of  the  fish  enumerated,' 
the  "  king  "  is  about  the  best  to  try  for.  I  would  not 
mind  being  fined  £20  for  taking  a  pike  of  less  than 
6oz.,  but  as  I  could  not  distinguish  between  a  skipjack 
and  a  snook  I  will  not  criticise  the  weights.  Our 
Australian  cousins  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  their 
extreme  "  caution." 


The  Thames  Salmon  Association,  which  includes 
the  names  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  of  Taplow 
Court,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  Lord  Boston,  Lord  Welby,  Sir  F.  Dixon- 
Hartland,  M.P.  (chairman  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy), Mr.  Alfred  Gilbey,  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey 
Mr.  J.  McDougall,  L.C.C.,  Colonel  Custance,  and 
many  others  interested  in  fishing  or  in  the  purification 
of -rivers,  will,  on  April  23,  at  11  o'clock,  turn  into  the 
Weir  pool  at  Teddington  500  ■  to  1000  salmon  parr,  and 
all  those  interested  are  invited  to  attend.  These'  fish 
have  been  hatched  at  Denham,  Uxbridge,  where  Mr. 
W.  Crosbie  Gilbey  has  a  fish  hatchery,  and  they  are  a 
gift  to  the  association  from  this  generous  sportsman. 


"Speing,  Spring,  beautiful  Spring !  "  No  matter; 
here  is  something  more  seasonable,  by  Joe  Cone  in 
the  Netv  York  Sun 

Pishin'  Through  the  Ice. 

These  are  the  times  I  set  an'  think  about  the  good  ole 

-days 

I  uster  fish  for  pickerel  jest  down  the  stream  a-ways— 
Jest  down  around  there  in  the  bend  protected  from 
the  gale 

That  swept  along  the  river  course  an'  by"  the  frozen 
swale. 

We  had  a  oracklin'  driftwood  fire  close  underneath 
the  hill 

To  warm  our  toes  an'  fingers  which  wuz  stiffened  with 
the  chill. 

An'  there  we'd  set  an'  toast  our  shins  so  comf'turble 
an'  nice 

An'  spin  a  lively  yarn  or  two  while  fishin'  through  the 
ice. 

I  set  here  by  the  winder  lookiu'  out  acrost  the  snow 
An'  hear  the  wind  a-blowin',  and  it  makes  me  wanter 
go 

Down  vender  in  the  river  bend,  where  everything  is 

still, 

An'  set  some  tilt  ups  through  the  ice  close  underneath 
the  hill. 

A  score  uv  hooks  set  "in  a  row,  with  pick'rel  takin' 
hold. 

Will  fill  a  man  with  joy  supreme  an'  keep  him  free 
frum  cold, 

An'  when  he  pulls  a  big  one  out  it  makes  his  heart 
rej'ice. 

An'  life  holds  nuthin'  else  for  him  'cept  fishin'  through 
the  ice. 

I'm  all  stove  up  with  roomatiz  an'  can't  go  fishin' 
now ; 

I  couldn't  cut  a  pick'rel  hole  or  bait  a  hook,  I  vow  ; 
But  when  I  see  the  snow-white  fields  an'  hoar  the 
wintry  gale 

An'  hear  the  crackin'  uv  the  ice  go  thund'rin'  down 
the  vale. 

It  makes  me  hanker  for  the  crick,  the  fireplace  on  the 
shore, 

An'  makes  me  wish  they'd  kerry  me  down  to  the  bend 
once  more 

An'  place  me  close  beside  the  fire— an  hour  would 

suffice- 
Where  I  could  set  an'  watch  the  boys  while  fishin' 

through  the  ice. 


The  French  have  discovered  another  novel  form  of 
"  le  sport."  It  is  to  drain  a  pond  dry  with  a  powerful 
steam-pump,  and  catch  the  fish  as  they  are  pumped 
with  the  water  in  a  metal  basket. 


In  the  March  number  of  Knoivledge,  Mr.  Gr.  H. 
Carpenter  draws  attention  to  a  peculiar  marine  insect 
which,  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  adaptability  and 
survival,  |has  developed  an  organ  which  Mr.  Carpenter 


In  order  to  got  a  .seat  anglers  and,  their  friends  are 
reminded  that  the  Lychnobite  concert  on  Saturday 
evening,  April  20,  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  will  commence  at  seven  o'clock  sharp.  The 
entertainment  committee  have  arranged  an  elaborate 
programme.  The  doors  open  at  half-past  six.  Mr. 
Louis  Chaplais,  host  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  supported  by 
Mr.  West,  Mr.  J.  Lees  (of  the  Falcon),  and  many 
other  celebrities  will  occupy  the  vice-chair;  the  chair 
will  be  taken  by  "  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Ou  April  12  Mr.  James  Gregory,  of  Tamworth, 
visited  the  Trades  Exhibition  at  Biiigley  Hall,  Bir- 
mingham, for  the  purpose  of  judging  the  specimen  fish 
exhibited  by  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  United  Angling  Association.  The  show  of  fish 
now  ou  view  is  one  of  the  chief  attractions  at  the 
exhibition,  and  has  been  admired  by  large  crowds  of 
visitoi's  who  have  come  from  all  parts  to  see  the  show. 
Mr.  George  Stanley,  the  manager  and  promoter  of  the 
exhibition,  has  this  year  spared  no  expense  to  make 
the  place  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  the  city. 
The  fish  display  has  been  got  together,  regardless  of 
expense  and  trouble,  and  the  clubs  are  to  be  compli- 
mented upon  the  way  in  which  they  have  placed  their 
collections  at  the  disposal  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
charge  of  the  arrangements.  The  show,  from  a  coarse 
fisherman's  point  of  view,  is  one  of  the  best  that  has 
ever  been  seen,  not  only  in  the  Midlands,  but  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  pike  exhibited 
are  all  very  "large  and  fine,"  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  bream.  The  show  of  roach  and 
dace  is  very  much  superior  to  last  year,  as  this 
class  of  fish  are  now  more  numerous.  The  chief 
honours  are  carried  off  by  the  Dudley  and  High- 
gate  Societies.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of 
the  prizes  awarded,  which  amount  to  £20  and  gold- 
centred  medals  presented  to  the  value  of  £5,  together 
with  diplomas  to  the  clubs.  Pike :  1st  prize,  Dudley 
Society,  which  consists  of  two  splendid  fish  in  one 
case  of  the  weight  of  48|lb.  ;  2nd  prize,  T.  H. 
Moon,  of  the  Handsworth  Society.  The  Dudley 
Club  also  will  be  awarded  a  medal  for  the  third 
best  fish.  Perch :  1st  prize,  Mr.  Blackwell,  Good 
Intent  Club,  with  a  fish  of  4Jlb.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  A. 
Juggins ;  silver  medal,  Mr.  T.  Lilley.  Bream : 
1st  prize,  Dudley  Club,  with  a  fish  over  91b. ;  2nd 
prize,  Mr.  Morris,  of  the  Hillyfields  Society ; 
medals  will  also  be  given  to  Messrs.  Padgett  and 
Griffith,  who  both  showed  two  splendid  pairs  of  fish 
exhibited  in  two  cases.  Roach  :  1st  prize,  Mr.  Olliver, 
of  the  Highgate  Society,  with  a  fish  21b.  6oz. ;  2nd 
prize,  P.  Barnes,  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society ;  silver 
medal,  Mr.  W.  Welsh,  of  the  Oak  Society.  Dace  : 
In  this  class  the  Isfc  and  2nd  prizes  go  to  Mr.  G.  H. 
Birch,  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society.  Carp :  1st  prize, 
Mr.  John  Ellisson,  who  shows  a  fish  of  ISJlb. ;  2nd 
prize,  Mr.  J.  Round,  Travellers'  Rest  Society.  Barbel : 
1st  prize,  Mr.  Woodfull,  St.  Stephen's  Club,  with  a 
fish  over  91b. ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  Strange,  of  the  Highgate 
Society;  silver  medal,  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Ash  ted  Society. 
Chub :  1st  prize,  Mr.  P.  Barnes,  Hearts  of  Oak  Club,  with 
a  fish  of  4|lb. ;  2nd  prize,  T.  Dowding,  Hearts  of  Oak 
Society;  silver  medal,  Highgate  Society.  Trout:  1st 
prize,  Mr.  J.  Kingerley,  Highgate  Society,  with  a  fish 
of  4:1b.  ;  2nd  prize,  F.  Eaves,  St.  Stephen's.  Tench  : 
1st  and  2nd  prizes,  Dudley  Society,  with  two  grand  fish 
over  81b.  in  weight ;  silver  medal,  Mr.  H.  James  Aston, 
Britannia.  Burbot:  1st  prize,  Mr.  Clapshaw,  Birming- 
ham Piscatorials,  with  a  fish  of  4^1b. ;  2nd  prize, 
Highgate  Society.  Ruffe  :  1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  Atwood, 
Hearts  of  Oak.  Gudgeon :  1st  prize,  Mr.  G.  Squires, 
Travellers'  Rest  Society.  The  first  prize  for  the  best 
collection  of  fish  goes  to  the  Highgate  Society, 
the  second  prize  to  the  Aston  Britannia,  and  a  silver 
medal  to  the  Dudley  Society.  Notice  will  be  sent 
out  to  the  clubs  stating  the  value  of  each  prize,  and 
also  when  and  where  they  will  be  distributed.  A 
special  prize  goes  to  the  Vine  Unity  for  the  best 
grayling. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  much  improved  in  this  district, 
consequently  our  local  anglers  have  been  out  in 
fair  force  during  the  week,  and  both  the  river  Hull 
and  its  tributaries  being  in  nice  order  for  trout  fishing, 
a  few  nice  fish  have  been  secured  in  the  top  stretches  ; 
odd  fish  of  fair  size  and  in  excellent  condition 
have  been  met  with  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hemp- 
holme.  Pike  fishers  have  also  secured  a  few  good  fish 
in  the  upper  waters,  one  caught  near  to  Brigham 
ttu-ned  the  scale  at  171b.,  and  another  brace  of  nice  fish 
were  rim  and  landed  above  Hempholme,  the  best  fish 
scaling  81b.  Flounders  are  now  providing  fair  sport  at 
Hull  Bridge,  Wawne,  and  Cicey.  The  County 
Angling  Association  fished  a  match  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Render  securing  the  first  prize 
with  over  21b.  of  fish,  and  Messrs.  E.  Ward  and  H.  W. 
Woollack  taking  the  next  two  with  about  lib.  each. 
The  Hearts  o(  Oak  Society  of  Driffield  also  opened 
their  season  at  the  same  place  and  did  fairly  well, 
Messrs.  E.  England,  H.  Edmonds,  and  W.  Young 
taking  the  first  three  prizes  with  over  lib.  of  fish  each. 
The  first  big  event  from  Hull  this  season  will  take 
place  on  the  river  at  Dunswell  on  April  27  under  the 
auspices  of  Messrs.  T.  B.  Holmes  &  Son's  Angling 
Club,  and  as  there  will  be  about  £15  worth  of  prizes 
no  doubt  there  will  be  a  great  muster  of  local  anglers. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Chorley  and  District  Angling  Society  opened 
the  season  at  Radburn  with  a  match,  contesting  for 
two  hours.  Mr.  Jackson,  jun.,  took  special  for  largest 
fish,  and  the  club  prizes,  consisting  of  tackle,  wont  in 
the  following  order  to  Messrs.  Jolly,  Lilly,  Chadwick, 
Howarth,  and  Pye.  It  does  not  appear  even  yet  too 
late  to  do  a  little  in  the  transferring  of  fish  for  stock- 
ing purposes.  Last  week  several  lots  of  fish  were  seen 
in  transit,  amongst  which  were  three  kettles  for  the 
Radcliffe  district  and  from  Lincolnshire,  rather  a 
long  distance  so  late  in  the  season.  A  great  many 
reports  arrive  of  coarse  fishing,  but  they  cannot  be 
dealt  with  by  the  writer.  So  many  strong  comments 
are  made  of  what  does  appear  in  sporting  papers  on 
this  item,  that  he  fears  to  even  breathe  about  the 
murder  of  a  pike.  Liverpool  anglers  are  promoting  an 
open  match  for  July  21.  The  Preston  anglers  have 
been  trying  to  get  a  little  stocking  done  in  the 
Wyre,  at  St.  Michael's,  but  without  success.  The 
Lune  Conservancy  Board  are  moving  in  the  line  of 
additional  powers  to  prevent  pollution.  A  few  good 
catches  of  trout  are  mentioned  from  this  water 
recently. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing  is  still  being  held  in  check  by  the 
inclement  weather.  Rain  continues  to  fall  more  or 
less  every  day,  and  occasionally  there  has  been  a 
snowstorm.  The  wind  is  still  in  the  cold  quarter,  and 
under  such  conditions  the  majority  of  anglers  have 
kept  at  home.  A  few  who  have  visited  the  streams 
in  the  evenings  have  met  with  very  little  success. 
There  are  very  few  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish 
have  not  easily  been  tempted  to  rise.  One  or  two 
have  secured  a  few  brace  by  swimming  the  maggot, 
but,  generally  speaking,  the  sport  is  very  much  below 
what  it  ought  to  be  for  the  time  of  year.  The  con- 
tinuous rains  are  now  affecting  the  streams,  which,  up 
to  a  week  ago,  remained  in  splendid  condition  for 
operations  with  the  fly. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  secretary  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  has  issued  an 
important  whip  for  the  22nd.  He  asks  for  a  good 
muster  to  deal  with  an  agenda  of  exceptional  interest. 
Last  Monday  the  Weaste  Angling  Society  held  a 
general  meeting,  at  which  several  new  members  were 
enrolled.  They  have  great  hopes  for  a  successful 
season,  which  they  purpose  opening  with  a  match  on 
June  29,  the  venue  for  which  has  not  yet  been 'decided 
upon.  Our  favourite  river,  the  Bollin,  is  too  full  of  water 
to  be  likely  to  afford  much  sport  this  week  end.  Last 
week-end  the  weather  was  too  wretched  for  anything, 
and  sport  entirely  off.  The  tickets  for  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  usual 
sellers  for  sale.  Many  of  our  city  rods  will  .learn 
with  regret  that  Mr.  C.  E.  Rees,  of  Llanymynech,  is 
greatly  afflicted.  He  was  always  ready  to  assist 
any  strangers  with  friendly  advice,  and  in  his 
affliction  wide-spread  sympathy  will  be  felt  for  him. 
Grayling  are  freely  exposed  for  sale  in  this  city,  and 
labelled  as  such.  The  attention  of  one  vendor  was 
called  to  this,  who  at  once  said,  "They  are  poUan." 
A  closer  inspection,  however,  was  made,  when  a  few 
of  the  genuine  fish  were  found  partially  covered.  A 
well-known  dealer  once  said  to  the  writer,  "  They  are 
sharp  on  to  us  for  one  feather,  but  take  no  notice  of  a 
thousand  fins." 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  very  good  trout  have  been  caught  by  the 
spinners  on  the  Fakenham  water  during  the  week, 
but  fly  fishers  have  done  very  little  owing  to  the  height 
and  discoloured  state  of  the  water.  One  gentleman 
got  a  brace,  one  fish  lib.  and  one  Ijlb.,  on  March 
Brown.  Other  waters  have  fished  badly.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  owing  to  the  wretchedh'  cold 
and  wet  weather,  but  those  who  have  fished  have  done 
nothing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  been  running  in  too  high  volume  for 
salmon  fishing.  Fish  are  known  to  inhabit  the 
waters  at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills,  and  with  less 
water  in  evidence  sport  might  be  possible.  Trout 
enthusiasts  have  been  out  on  the  Greet,  and  some 
splendid  specimens  have  been  creeled  with  the  worm. 
Amongst  others  excelling,  mention  may  be  made  of 
Mr.  Geo.  Clarke,  Mr.  W.  Foulds,  Mr.  Chas.  Jackson, 
Mr.  W.  Rayson,  and  Mr.  G.  Bainbridge  ;  Mr.  H. 
Baker  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Baker  have  scored  on  the  .\mber, 
and  nearer  Matlock  Bridge  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  Mr.  H. 
Coxon,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley  have  fared  moderately 
well,  though  none  of  the  fish  ran  large.  At  the  period 
of  writing  the  weather  had  assumed  a  decidedly  more 
genial  aspect,  and  it  was  hoped  the  change  would 
continue.  Conditions  had  been  of  the  worst,  and 
those  going  out  in  search  of  sport  complained  bitterly 
of  the  want  of  warmth  and  spring  sunshine.  As  soon 
as  the  Trent  gets  down  to  the  normal  height  of  spring 
there  is  no  doubt  that  members  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  will  try  to  run  a  salmon  or  two  on  their  section 
at  Shardlow. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  up  to  to-day  (Wednesday)  heavy  raiu 
daily  which  has  kept  the  rivers  and  small  streams  in  a 
disturbed  state.  Some  have  been  much  discoloured, 
and  the  wind  has  been  very  high  and  so  bitterly  cold 
that  but  few  anglers  have  been  out.  To-day  it  has 
been  very  bright  and  sunny,  a  most  agreeable  change, 
and  which,  I  hope,  may  continue.  The  water  in 
Severn  and  Teme  is  getting  in  fishing  order  again,  but 
neither  river  will  be  much  visited  until  the  close 
season  for  coarse  fish  ends.  Some  very  fair  sport  has 
been  had  on  club  waters.  Mr.  Williams  had  six  brace 
of  fine  trout ;  Mr.  Jones,  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr. 
Parker,  three  brace  ;  others  one  or  two  fish  each  ;  and 
if  we  get  a  continuance  of  warm  weather  we  shall 
have  some  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  will  soon 
be  in  good  condition.  The  Worcester  and  District 
Anglers  Association  have  acquired  more  fishing  rights 
on  the  River  Severn  and  intend  to  pro.secuto  any  found 
fishing  the  water  during  the  close  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  early  trout  fishers  have  had  varied  experiences 
as  regards  the  weather.  Parties  of  anglers  from  York 
and  the  neighbourhood  have  journeyed  into  the 
country  to  try  their  hands  at  trout  fishing,  and  while 
some  were  more  fortunate  than  others,  none  had  any- 
thing to  boast  of  in  the  few  braces  of  fish.  Up  to  the 
middle  of  this  week,  at  any  rate,  there  had  not  been  an 
Easter  day  so  favourable  as  Good  Friday.  Then  the 
favours  were  of  a  most  transient  kind,  for  the  warmth, 
which  was  barely  sufficient  to  hatch  the  flies,  was 
quickly  superseded  by  a  less  agreeable  temperature, 
and,  moreover,  the  state  of  the  streams  did  not  permit 
of  successful  fly  fishing.  Now  is  the  time  for  trying 
the  Codbeek,  and  reports  of  trout  fishing  may  be 
expected  from  the  Thirsk  district.  Sport  has  been 
moderate  on  the  Swale,  and  things  are  quiet  in  other 
quarters. 


^ofes  from  ^^)c  llorf^. 


One  cold  snap  has  succeeded  another  since  the 
opening  of  the  season  in  February  that  hardly  for  a 
week  on  end  has  there  been  decent  weather.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  previous  spell  of  open  weather  the 
season  would  have  been  a  decided  failure. 


A  good  spring  has  been  had  on  the  Tay,  Dec,  and 
Spey,  particularly  the  first-mentioned  streams.  The 
great  head  of  fish  forward  in  the  various  rivers  of  note 
materially  helped  this  happy  consummation. 


A  fine  fish  reached  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  establish- 
ment in  Perth  on  Saturday  morning  from  the  Shannon. 
It  scaled  371b.,  and  is  to  be  set  up.  Mr.  Malloch's 
work  in  this  direction  is  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds,  and  in  this,  as  in  kindred  work,  Bis  fine 
knowledge  of  how  it  should  be  done  to  copy  nature 
comes  strikingly  into  play. 

The  Hon.  AthoU  Forbes  has  let  Brux  Lodge  for 
the  spring  months  to  Mr.  Walter  Bamierman,  of 
Kelvinside,  Glasgow,  while  Mr.  Hanbury,  of  Poles, 
Herts,  has  it  for  the  autumn.  It  is  one  of  the  best 
trouting  reaches  on  the  Don. 

The  Tay  Salmon  Fishing  Syndicate  are  increasing 
the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  with  a  certainty.  A  third 
more  fish  is  now  being  got  since  the  sjTidioate  com- 
menced managing  the  nets,  and  the  outlook  is  of  the 
brightest  possible  nature. 

Some  fine  sport  is  now  being  got  on  the  Shin. 
Mrs.  Jackson  had  three  last  week  of  81b.,  81b.,  and 
91b. ;  and  other  rods,  especially  Mr.  Farrer's,  one  and 
two  daily  up  to  181b. 


The  Duke  of  Argyll  'is  to  spend  next  month  at 
Lochfyneside.  The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen 
and  family  planted  a  new  averlue  on  Friday  (April  12) 
at  Haddo  House  in  memory  of  the  late  Queen,  and 
called  it  the  "Victoria  Avenue." 


"  South  Africa,"  says  Sergeant  Chas.  Blacklaw  of 
the  Lovat  Scouts,  "  is  not  an  angler's  paradise  by  any 
means."  This,  he  explains,  applies  to  the  Transvaal. 
If  sport  he  wanted  it  must  be  got  at  the  coast. 

Mr.  John  Gruer's  remains  were  interred  in  the 
romantic  highland  kirkyard  at  Braemar  last  week. 
He  had  passed  his  life  in  the  service  of  the  Duke  of 
Fife,  and  died  somewhat  suddenly  in  London.  As  an 
angler  Mr.  Gruer  had  few  compeers  at  killing  either 
trout  or  salmon. 


Mr.  Copland,  ex-convener  of  the  Aberdeen  salmon 
fishings,  was  presented  with  an  album  last  week.  Mr. 
Copland  is  one  of  the  keenest  sportsmen  alive,  and 
although  nigh  the  three  score  thinks  nothing  of  a 
day's  wading  amongst  floods  of  ice  and  grue. 

Special  Scotch. 


278 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  20,  1901 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITVILLE   GATES,  CHELTENHAIVI. 

PRACTICAL  ANQLER5,  FLY  DRES5ERS,  &  ROD  MAKER5. 

THE   «iyiUI.TUiyi.IN.I.ARYO"  TOOVT  RODS,  Sla. 


TESTIMONIALS   RECENTLY  RECEIVED. 


tin    t,  I  ,  .  "P'eeadUly,  London,  W.,  October  10th  lonn 

f„  .  «^"t'«"''='^-V'"^rr''^'«^?/'=""tt'i'»'^«/°'-  the  flies.  I  also  had  some  of  tCe  you  made 
H  h  10  n,~Th  /  A l^™^^  /f       ^^'1  >"  t'le  ftat  I  caught  two  beauties,  5  lb  80  "  and 


1.  it. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


"Anglers'  Guide  "—Season  1901-1902. 
The  above  "Guide"  is  now  being  revised  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  ensuing  season,  and  will  be  ready 
for  issue  on  or  before  June  16.  Will  all  agents,  or 
persons  who  are  desirous  of  advertising  their  business 
by  means  of  this  valuable  medium,  please  forward  to 
me  all  particulars  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  The 
charges  are  :  Pull  page,  £1  Is. ;  half-page,  12s.  6d.  • 
quarter  page,  7s.  6d.  The  "  Guide  "  is  in  the  hands 
of  some  four  thousand  anglers  every  week  throughout 
the  twelve  months,  and  cannot  but  be  productive  to 
the  advertiser.       E.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary, 

2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill, 
London,  N. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


We  had  a  very  interesting  exhibition  of  flies  and 
tackle  on  Tuesday  last,  to  which  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  chiefly 
contributed,  showing  a  separate  table  of  specimen  flies 
of  all  kinds,  from  4-in.  salmon  flies  down  to  midges, 
and  he  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  interest.  Mr! 
J .  T.  Emery  presided  at  the  ordinary  meeting,  when 
one  gentleman  was  nominated  for  membership  and 
another  elected.  Many  had  been  away  fishing  during 
the  Easter  holidays,  but,  as  so  often  proves  the 
case  thus  early  in  the  year,  the  weather  and 
condition  of  water  were  not  favourable  to  success. 
Messrs.  Hick,  Zerfass,  Conuellan,  and  Napper  visited 
Derbyshire,  but  met  with  indifferent  sport;  the 
water  was  thick,  and  some  two  feet  above  usual 
level.  Mr.  Emery  had  some  trout  from  Bedford- 
shire. Several  members  have  visited  the  society's 
own  trout  water,  and  some  fair-sized  'fish  have  been 
taken,  notably  one  of  lib.  14oz.  by  Mr.  Eldred  and 
one  of  lib.  2oz.  by  Mr.  Scott.  Messrs.  Saunders,  C. 
Gill,  Borthwick,  Pourmy;  Gray,  Buckingham  also 
captured  trout,  but  each  and  all  of  them  complained 
of  the  recent  bad  weather.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr. 
P.  E.  Eldred  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Tuna  Pishing.'' 
Members  will  now  find  the  middle  water  at  Chesham 
much  improved,  the  weeds  having  been  removed.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  business. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G.  . 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  presided  over  Monday's  meetino- 
when  the  following  reports  of  Easter  fishin<'  were 
received;— Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  a  brace  of  trout  from 
the  Uxbridge  water;  Mr.  H.  Harden,  several  trout 
from  the  Kennet,  including  one  of  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  M. 
G.  E.  de  Courcy,  trout  from  the  Moor  Stream,  of 
lib.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Prank  Lincoln,  trout  from  the  Lam- 
bourn  ;  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  several  brace  of  trout 
from  the  same  stream;  Major  Graham  Gordon  had 
excellent  sport  lamongst  trout  in  Dorsetshire.  In  a 
reservoir  he  fished  he  creeled  numbers  of  rainbow,  and 
one  fish  was  distinctly  a  young  salmon.  This  'had, 
doubtless,  been  amongst  a  consignment  of  Loch  Levens 
and  rambowslplaced  in  the  reservoir.  It  had  been  in  the 
water  a  year  and  was  returned  by  the  captor.  In  other 
water  the  Major  had  several  brace  of  trout  running  up  to 
lib.  80Z.  in  weight,  his  average  daily  bag  being  6J 
brace.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Bywaters  and  R.  Bradford  had 
been  to  the  Dee  for  a  week's  salmon  fishing.  Several 
clean  run  fish  were  risen,  but  all  came  short.  Only 
one  was  hooked  and  that  got  away,  the  result  of  the 
week's  angling  being  most  disappointing,  but  one  kelt 
having  been  landed  between  the  two  piscators.  Mr. 
G.  Smith  had  had  sport  amonggt  the'  Southend 
flounders.  m.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society  held  at  the  Restaurant  Prasoati  on  Wednesday, 
April  17,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr..C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair' 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Reports  frbm  the  society's  agents  at 
Penzance  and  Southend  were  read,  also  letters  from 
Mr.  Girdler  with  regard  to  Emsworth,  where  it  is 
hoped  a  station  will  be  formed  and  further  infor- 
mation be  at  the  disposal  of  members  shortly. 
Mr.  P.  E.  Symonds  had  been  to  the  Scilly  Isles  at 
Easter,  but  was  unable  to  do  any  fishing,  the  weather 
being  so  very  rough.  The  following  experiences  were 
then  given  by  members  present.  Mr.  King  had  been 
to  St.  Mawes,  but  was  unable  to  go  out,  the  weather 
being  so  very  rough,  but  said  some  sport  is  expected 
there  in  June  ;  he  further  said  he  had  heard  there  was 
a  shoal  of  bass  there  about  a  month  ago.  Mr.  King  had 
also  been  to  Southwick,  but  found  there  was  only  a 
few  flatfish  to  be  had  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Payton  mentioned  that  the  herring  fishing  at 
Calais,  which  has  been  excellent  for  the  past  two 
years,  was  this  year  a  complete  failure.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  usual  toasts  to  the 
society  closed  the  meeting.— Charles  S.  Patterson, 
Hon.  Sec, 


SOUTHAMPTON  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  took  place  at  ScuUard's  Hotel, 
Above  Bar,  on  April  3,  and  was  a  great  success.  Mr. 
j  J.  A.  Russell  occupied  the  chair.  They  have  a 
}  membership  of  nearly  one  hundred,  and  are  still 
increasing.  Prom  the  annual  report  and  balance- 
sheet  it  was  shown  that  the  society  was  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition.  Some  good  fish  had  beeir 
taken  during  the  season :  Roach,  lib.  13ioz.,  Mr 
O'Callaghan;  roach,  lib.  lOoz.,  Mr.  J.  Burbido-e  • 
dace,  13oz.,  Mr.  Ackland ;  perch,  IJlb.,  Mr.  J.  Russell' 
perch,  lib.  60Z.,  Mr.  Wild;  pike,  21Jlb.,  Mr.  Ackland' 
pike,  101b.,  Mr.  J.  Russell.  In  the  competition :  Mr' 
W  Neil,  1st  prize  ;  Mr.  Bagshaw,  2nd  ;  Mr.  Renshawj 
3rd.  The  committee  regretted  that  several  old  members 
had,  for  private  reasons,  to  resign,  and  especially  felt 
the  loss  of  Mr.  J.  Colston  (through  death),  who  was 
vice-chairman  and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
society.  The  services  of  Host  Guy,  of  Shapwick,  in 
looking  after  the  interests  and  comfort  of  members 
were  highly  appreciated.  Altogether,  the  South- 
hampton Piscatorials  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  hav- 
ing a  substantial  balance  at  their  bankers,  and  they 
hope  to  continue  in  even  a  more  prosperous  career. 

P.  B. 


water  fish  has  been  weighed  in.  Owing  to  the  poor, 
ness  of  the  bags,  the  committee  deemed  it  advisable 
to  withhold  the  specimen  prizes  for  this  season 

A  sea  anglers'  club  has  recently  been  formed  at 
^  elixstowe,  and  correspondence  has  passed  with  their 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Morsley,  who  will  be  pleased  to 
'°  of  o'l''  members  ;  as  also 
will  Mr.  Isaacs,  of  the  Pier  Hotel,  who  is  an  enthu- 
siastic fisherman,  and  is  always  ready  to  advise  as  to 
the  prospects  in  the  vicinity. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  society  has  been  the  cordial  reception  it 
has  met  with  on  all  hands,  and  in  this  respect  may  be 
mentioned  the  capital  notices  of  our  doings  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the"  Ipswich  ' 
Journal. 

Having  been  carried  through  a  season  which  from 
a  sporting  point  of  view,  has  been  most  unfavourable 
and  without  outside  assistance,  or  the  advantacre  of 
privileges  which  other  societies  enjoy,  the  comnTittee 
teel  perfectly  justified  in  congratulating  the  members 
upon  the  position  the  society  occupies,  which  leads 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial 
Ramblers  have  come  to  stay. 

H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  See. 


I    IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 

[     The  first  annual  general  meeting  of  this  young 
I  society  was  held  recently,  Captain  Wing  presidiuo- 
I  over  a  good  attendance.  The  report  and  balance-sheet 
I  were  presented,  and  show  that  after  paying  all  pre- 
I  liniinary  expenses  and  discharging  all  liabilities  there 
I  remains  a  small  cash  balance  in  hand,  and  this  without 
any  outside  assistance.    The  society  has  started  well, 
and  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  so  that  the  committee' 
in  their  report,  feel  perfectly  justified  in  predicting 
that  it  has  come  to  stay.    The  chairman,  hon.  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  and  auditors  were  re-elected,  and  the 
I  number  on  the  comiiiittee  increased  to  nine,  these 
i  places  being  filled  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Messrs 
G.  R.  Chilvers,  T.  Crisp,  G.  W.  C.  Davies,  E.  J.  King 
'  Wm.  King,  H.  E.  Leach,  C.  P.  Lambert,  G.  P.  Price' 
and  A.  E.  Sparkes.    It  was  decided  that  all  new 
members  shall  pay  an  entrance  fee  of   2s.  6d.  on 
joining.    Mr.  G.  R.  Chilvers  offered  a  copper  kettle 
as  a  specimen  prize  for  the  biggest— I  am  not  quite 
sure,  but  I  think  he  said— fishy  tail. 

As  to  sport,  the  past  season  has  been  anything  but 
favourable.  Sea  fishing  has  been  a  complete  failure, 
and  reports  on  all  hands  show  that  anglers  generally 
have  not  had  a  good  time.    Only  one  catch  of  salt- 


THE  TUNA  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Looking  over  the  current  number  of  Mumcii's 
Magazine  I  yas  greatly  interested  by  an  article  on 
the  tuna  fishing  at  Santa  Catalina  Island,  California 
What  magnificent  sport  it  must  be  to  hook  or  play 
such  enormous  fish  as  those  described,  with  rod  and 
gear  of  ordinary  character.    May  I  ask  is  the  sport 
confined  to  this  locality,  or  to  the  Pacific  coast  only 
as  I  have  never  heard  of  it  on  our  side  ?    If  such  be 
the  case  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  be  so,  as  the  fish 
so  well  known  to  our  fishermen  as  the  horse  mackerel' 
IS  quite  abundant  on  our  island  shores  in  summer-time' 
I  have  seen  these  agile  marine  acrobats  disporting 
in  our  bays  and  inlets  scores  of  times,  and  have 
frequently  attempted  to  shoot  them,  but  their  move- 
ments were  too  quick  for  me.    It  never  occurred  to 
me  nor  to  any  here  I  know  of,  that  they  would  afford 
such  noble  sport  with  rod  and  hook  as  that  described 
in  the  article  referred  to.    Only  last  summer  I  was 
surrounded  with  these  sportive  gentry  while  crossiuc 
the  beautiful  Humber  Sound,  Bay  of  Islands,  and  for 
days  together  they  could  be  both  seen  and  heard 
dashing  the  water  up  like  a  miniature  submarine 
explosion.    During  this  time  the  weather  was  simnly 
superb,  and  the  surface  of  the  water  like  a  mirror 
especially  in  the  early  morning.  ' 

I  have  witnessed  a  similar  scene  many  times  before 
in  almost  every  one  of  our  inland  waters.  On  one 
occasion,  in  Placentia  Bay,  a  shoal  of  these  fish, 
numbering  thousands,  was  seen  to  advance  toward 
our  schooner  in  a  line  of  a  mile  or  more  in  length 
Their  advance  could  be  distinctly  discerned  for  a  low 
distance  by  the  disturbed  line  of  water,  but  more 
particularly  by  the  continuous  and  extraordinary 
acrobatic  feats  in  the  air  of  the  leaders  of  the  van. 

If,  then,  these  active  denizens  of  the  deep  afford 
such  unparalleled  sport,  here  is  the  ideal  locality  for 
indulging  in  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  I  would  wish 
to  draw  your  sportsmen's  attention  to  the  fact.  I 
will  be  happy  to  furnish  any  further  information  in 
my  possession  if  required. 

In  connectiqii  with  this  matter  it  is  rather  curious 
to  find  that  the  two  places  particularly  alluded  to  in 
the  Munseifs  article,  namely,  Avalon  and  St.  Catalina, 
should  both  be  extant  in  Newfoundland,  and  dating 
back,  too,  especially  the  latter  name,  to  1500.  Cata- 
lina or  St.  Catherine's  was  supposed  to  be  given  to  a 
harbour  in  Trinity  Bay  by  Cortereal.  Avalon  was 
the  name  of  Lord  Baltimore's  colony  here,  and  the 
name  now  applies  to  the  whole  peninsula,  or  eastern- 
most projection  of  Newfoundland. 

James  P.  Howley,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
Feb.  28. 
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!  ■    ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  J.  Hunter. — We  should  say  that  the  41b.  IJoz. 
chub  was  a  better  specimen  than  the  lib.  7Joz.  roach. 

Nene. — "How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  by 
Hi  Regan,  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
E.G.    Price  3s.  6d. 

Cottesponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opmions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespoTidents.'] 


SALMON  AND  iTROUT  FLIES  FOR  IRISH 
WATERS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you 
half  a  dozen  of  my  salmon  flies  for  Irish  waters  on 
Pennell's  improved  eyed  hooks  (japanned).  I  like 
these  better  than  bronzed  hooks  as  they  do  not  show 
so  much.  1.  Fiery  Brown  and  Blue ;  2.  Blue  and  Grey 
with  Jay ;  3.  Golden  Olive,  blue  shoulder ;  4.  Purple 
and  Orange  Palmer,  which  is  a  favourite  on  the 
Galway  waters;  5.  The  Lee  Blue;  6.  Blue  Orange 
and  Grey  and  Orange,  which  are  favourites  on  the  Lee 
and  Blackwater,  and  I  also  send  you  half  a  dozen 
small  sea-trout  flies.  This  size  I  find  much  better 
when  the  water  is  low  and  in  bright  weather  than 
larger  ones.  They  are  standard  Waterville  and 
Ballinahinch  patterns.  1.  Claret  and  Blue  ;  2.  Claret 
and  Olive  ;  3.  Bright  Claret  and  Rail ;  4.  Claret  and 
Blue,  yellow  tag;  5.  Bright  Claret  and  Woodcock; 
6.  The  "  Bog  Fly."  As  I  am  about  to  exhibit  one 
case  of  sahnon  flies,  one  case  of  sea-trout  flies,  and 
one  case  of  brown  trout  flies  at  the  coming  Glasgow 
Exhibition,  in  the  Irish  Pavilion,  I  would  feel 
obliged  for  your  opinion  on  these  flies.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation.— Yours  truly,         Tim  McCarthy. 

Waterville,  co.  Kerry. 

[The  flies  are  very  nice  indeed,  and  the  hooks  are 
first  rate,  especially"  those  of  the  sweet  old  Limerick 
shape,  japanned,  the  most  aristocratic  of  all,  and  best, 
too,  in  our  opinion,  with  well-made  ;tm-ned  down 
metal  eyes,  not  too  small  or  thin  in  the  wire.  By  the 
way,  it  Is  only  the  hooks  in  the  double  hook  flies  that 
are  the  Limerick  shape.  Curiously  enough  a  friend 
who  is  going  to  the  West  of  Ireland  says  he  hears 
there  is  a  "  bog  river  "  running  through  the  place,  and 
wants  to  know  what  flies  to  use.  From  the  look  of  it, 
I  should  say  try  Tim  McCarthy's  "  Bog  Fly."  It  would 
kill  trout  anywhere  on  a  windy  day,  or  in  the  evening 
in  the  hour  which  is  divided  equally  by  sunset.  His 
Claret  and  Rail  and  Claret  and  Olive  are  also  very 
taking-looking  patterns.  They  are  dressed  on  sweet 
little  eyed  and  japanned  Limericks. — Ed.] 


THE  RUDD  LINE  GUARD  AND  BRAKE. 

Sir, — I  have  given  the  Rudd  line  guard  and  brake  a 
good  trial  since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  having  landed 
eight  spring  fish  when  using  it  on  my  Nottingham 
reel.  It  answers  first  rate,  as  you  can  regulate  the 
cheek  from  light  to  hard  by  pressing  the  guard  down 
on  to  the  rim  of  the  reel,  very  much  easier  than  my 
old  way  of  pressing  my  finger  on  to  the  rim.  I  am 
sure  any  one  who  uses  a  Nottingham  for  salnion 
fishing  will  never  be  without  the  guard  if  he  once 
uses  it. — Yours  truly,  D.  J.  W.  Edwabdes. 

Ramelton,  co.  Donegal. 


NOTES  ABOUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND 
Dear  Sib, — Allow  me  to  thank  your  two  corre- 
spondents, Messrs.  Hervey  and  Thomas,  for  welcome 
additional  information  regarding  Swiss  fishes  (Fishing 
Gazette,  April  13,  p.  264).  The  authority  from  whom 
I  quoted  referred  to  some  want  of  unanimity  in  identi- 
fying the  Ombre  cJievalier  with  the  char,  and  it  may 
still  be  uncertain  to  what  kind  of  char  it  comes 
nearest.  That  it  is  a  char  and  not  a  grayling  may, 
however,  be  a  sufiiciently  close  distinction  for  anglers. 
The  references  to  the  fera  being  a  pollan,  and  to  the 
saibling,  are  also  interesting,  as  well  as  the  other 
points  noticed. — Yours  truly,  Bexwyan. 
Yeytaux,  April  14. 


RE  FINE  FISH  CAUGHT  THIS,  PAST  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  express  my  regret  to  Mr.  G. 
Lumsden  that  his  capture,  at  Boveney  Weir,  of  a 
101b.  2oz.  trout  was  not  mentioned  in  my  list  of  large 
fish.  I  have  the  record  of  it,  but  how  it  happened 
that  the  finest  Thames  fario  of  the  season  was  omitted 
I  am  quite  unable  to  say.  Your  correspondent, 
"Authentic,"  is  correct  in  what  he  says  about  four 
large  bream  caught  in  Dobb's  Weir,  for,  on  referring 
to  my  notes,  I  find  they  were  taken  early  in  July. 
With  regard  torpike,  I  furnished  records  to  the  Fisliing 
Gazette  of  more  than  six  score  weighing  from  101b.  to 
19Jlb.  each,  which  were  captured  last  season  in 
English  waters.  I  did  not  mention  Mr.  E.  T.  Ryan's 
large  pike,  a  report  of  the  captm-e  not  having  reached 
me.  A  pike  of  361b.  is  said  to  have  been  caught  last 
week  at  Newtownbarry,  on  the  Slaney.  Ireland  is 
the  country  of  "  fish  yarns,"  and  where  large  pike  are 
caught  in  April. — Yours  truly,      Alfred  Jakdine, 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  subscriber  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
will  you  kindly  inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  a  few 
days'  trout  fishing — within,  say,  twelve  miles  of 
Amersham — for  any  days  between  April  22  and  May  7. 
Thanking  you  for  a  reply,— Yours  faithfully. 

The  School  House,  E.  H.  Wainweight. 

Amersham,  Bucks. 

[We  fear  that  the  trout  fishing  within  twelve  miles 
of  Amersham  is  all  strictly  private.  Our  corre- 
spondent might  get  some  fishing  in  the  Hatfield 
Angling  Society's  water  by  day  ticket,  but  that  is  over 
twenty  miles  away,  and  he  will  want  to  fish  when  he 
gets  there — we  mean  that  the  trout  will  know  that 
the  schoolmaster  is  abroad  as  they  have  been  fairly 
well  educated. — Ed.] 


Deae  Sir, — Do  any  of  j'-our  readers  know  of  a 
decent  trout  stream  in  the  north  of  England  or  south 
of  Scotland  where  I  could  obtain  accommodation  at  a 
reasonable  rate  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  farm-house 
or  old-fashioned  inn  preferred,  distant  from  a  railway- 
station  not  more  than  about  two  miles,  and  having  a 
"  bracing  "  climate  ?  I  have  spent  several  holidays  on 
such  a  stream  in  Wales,  but  the  climate  is  too  relaxing 
for  me.  Can  reasonable  accommodation  be  secured  at 
Sedbergh?  What  weight  do  the  trout  run  in  the 
Rawthey  or  Clough,  or  is  Hawes  a  better  place  ?  I 
go  away  several  times  a  year,  and  don't  like  chopping 
and  changing,  so  any  information  you  can  give  me 
will  be  much  appreciated. — Faithfully  yours, 

Manchester.  Ardnamurchan. 


"NO  PIKE  IN  LAKE  VYRNWY." 

Sir, — In  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  6 
I  notice  that  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  reports  the  capture 
of  a  101b.  pike  in  April,  1900.  It  might  interest  this 
gentleman  to  know  that  there  are  no  pike  in  Lake 
Vyrnwy  and  never  have  been  any ;  also  that  Miss 
Davies,  who  owns  the  sporting  rights  of  the  lake, 
would  never  tolerate  a  pike  being  taken  in  April. 

As  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Jardine  might  do  the 
lake  a  great  deal  of  harm,  I  hope  you  will  publish  this 
note. — Yours  truly,  "Longdrift." 

[We  hope,  if  pike  ever  do  get  into  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
that,  for  the  sake  of  the  trout,  Miss  Davies  will  kill 
them  any  time  and  "every  time,"  as  the  Yankees 
say. — Ed.] 


PISHING  NEAR  BEDDGELERT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  anj' 
of  j'our  readers  can  give  me  the  following  information  : 

(1)  Best  month  to  fish  Llyn  Dinas  and  Llyn  Gwynant  ? 

(2)  Can  lodgings  be  got  near,  say,  at  a  farmhouse 
between  the  two  lakes  ?  (3)  Where  do  you  procure  a 
licence?  (4)  Most  suitable  flies  to  take,  and  any 
other  information  of  interest  regarding  these  lakes. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  H.  J. 


PISHING  NEAR  EXMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  or  some  of  your  numerous 
readers,  tell  me  the  nearest  place  to  Exmouth  where 
coarse  and  trout  fishing  can  be  had.  Is  the  Exeter 
Canal  near  the  railway.  If  so,  I  name  of  station.  Any 
information  would  be  gratefully  received.  —  Yours 
truly,  Clydesdale. 

Malvern. 


FISHING!  WANTED  IN|  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  this  coming  July  to  have  a 
week's  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Reading  or  Pang- 
bourne,  and  while  I  know  that  pike  are  not  usually 
sought  after  in  the  summer  months  I  much  prefer 
angling  for  big  fish  in  preference  to  roach,  dace,  and 
smaller  fry.  Therefore,  can  you  kindly  tell  me 
whether  my  efforts  would  be  likely  to  be  attended 
with  success  if  I  used  live  bait  and  did  not  mind 
sacrificing  some  tackle  owing  to  the  pike  going  for  the 
reeds.  Should  I,  at  the  time  of  year  mentioned,  fish 
in  the  main  stream  or  under  bushes,  or  near  weeds  ? 
I  should  much  appreciate  any  hints  you  or  your 
readers  could  offer  me.  Further,  I  kni^  of  some  big 
chub  existing  in  the  water  I  propose  to  fish.  What 
would  be  the  best  bait  to  use  ?  I  have  in  previous 
years  tried  them  with  worm  and  cheese,  etc.,  but  with 
no  marked  results. — Yours  faithfully,  Londoner. 


FRESHWATER    FISHERMEN'S    SOCIETY  OF 
PLYMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — Lord  Auckland  has  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  the  above  society.  Though  the  society  has 
only  been  in  existence  for  a  few  days,  a  gratifying 
number  of  gentlemen  have  alreadj'  applied  for 
membership,  and  the  executive  of  the  society  are 
assured  of  its  ultimate  success.  The  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Newton,  will  be  pleased  to  give  any  infor- 
mation to  those  desirous  of  joining. — Yours  very 
sincerely,  J,  R.  Newton,  Hon.  Sec. 


YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Deae  Sir, — I  cannot  let  the  remarks  in  your  issue 
of  April  6,  made  by  your  correspondent  of  "  York  and 
District"  pass  without  a  protest.  The  statement 
there  made  that  the  Leeds  anglers  go  to  catch  the 
coarse  fish  during  close  time  is  false.  I  have  fished 
the  Yorkshire  Ouse  for  years,  and  been  upon  its 
banks  at  all  times  of  the  year,  but  have  always  found 
tnree  or  four  York  men  to  every  one  hailing  from 
Leeds  or  other  places  fishing  in  the  close  season.  In 
fact,  if  the  writer  will  only  take  the  trouble  to  inquire 
of  the  various  station-masters  at  the  stations  where 
the  Leeds  men  get  off  to  fish  the  Ouse,  he  will  find  that 
after  March  sets  in  there  is  only  one  or  two  fishermen 
per  week,  but  during  the  legitimate  season  it  wil  1  be  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  week,  and  sometimes 
more,  which  proves  conclusively  to  my  thinking  that 
the  anglers  of  Leeds  are  as  honourable  as  the  gentle- 
men from  York.  But  if  the  writer  of  the  article  from 
York  has  any  influence  with  the  York  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers,  and  can  get  them  to  move  in  the  matter,  I 
can  safely  say  he  has  only  to  write  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  and  they 
will  be  supported  both  financially  and  otherwise  in 
the  endeavour  to  stop  all  illegal  fishing.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  to  me  that  York  men  have  the  fish  netted 
from  the  Ouse  and  offer  them  for  sale  for  restocking 
purposes,  and  most  of  the  netting  takes  place  during 
the  close  time  for  coarse  fish.  So  who  arc  the  sinners 
— York  or  Leeds  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Webb. 

Leeds. 


GUT. 

Sir, — There  are  few  fishermen  but  have  lost  good 
fish  through  their  casts  snapping,  generally  at  a  knot. 
The  disaster  is  generally  due  to  the  natural  brittleness 
of  silkworm  gut  when  dry.  It  may  arise  from  the  gut 
not  being  soaked  enough  previous  to  tjing.  Over- 
soaking  also  seems  to  make  gut  brittle  after  drying. 
What  is  gut  ?  I  take  it  to  be  silk  in  process  of  manu- 
facture in  the  body  of  the  silkworm  stuck  together  bj' 
a  kind  of  glue  secreted  in  the  body  of  the  worm, 
and  when  at  maturity  spun  off  dry  into  a  cocoon 
known  as  raw  silk.  It  is  evident  that  in  the  economy 
of  the  insect  the  glue  must  die  off,  or  become  altered, 
so  that  the  fine  strands  of  silk  can  separate  and  be 
spun  off.  But  the  fisherman  wants  his  gut  in  the 
stage  when  the  silk  is  at  the  strongest,  and  before  the 
glue  has  begun  to  decompose.  No  doubt,  in  point  of 
pliancy  and  strength,  gut  is  at  its  best  shortly  after 
preparation  from  the  dead  worm.  Gut  may  keep  for 
years  and  be  as  strong  as  ever  on  a  straight  pull,  but 
knot  old  gut  without  soaking  and  it  smashes  directly, 
showing  that  pliancy  is  lost.  The  fisherman's  desidera- 
tum is  some  way  to  treat  gut  in  order  to  retain  its 
pliancy. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  numerous  readers  may  be 
able  to  give  practical  suggestions  to  all  of  us.  Some 
may  be  acquainted  with  the  chemistry  of  the  subject. 
Some  may,  by  accident  or  through  experiment,  have 
learnt  a  means  of  preserving  the  pliancy  of  gut.  A 
ventilation  of  the  subject  may  effect  something,  but  I 
am  sure  that  if  through  your  columns  a  receipt  comes 
forth  enabling  anglers  to  place  implicit  faith  in  their 
cast-knots,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  earn  and  deserve 
imperishable  fame.  I  am  aware  that  tackle  dealers 
have,  from  time  to  time,  advertised  gut  tackle  pro- 
fessedly treated  by  a  preparation  of  some  sort  securing 
what  I  have  referred  to.  A  trader  has  a  right  to  turn 
his  discoveries  and  his  ingenuity  to  profit,  and  make 
the  same  out  of  the  ignorance  of  the  public.  The 
role  of  the  Press,  I  take  it,  is  to  illuminate  and  instruct 
the  public,  and  to  this  end,  and  in  this  case,  I  suggest 
your  kind  co-operation. 

Silk  Fishing-Lines. 

Silk  fishing-lines,  when  leaving  the  manufacturers' 
hands,  are  all  bleached  a  beautiful  (?)  white.  Why 
so  ?  I  know  many  merchants  of  Italy,  Spain,  and 
elsewhere  engaged  in  the  silk  trade.  I  never  lose  an 
opportunity  of  talking  about  silk  with  them.  White 
silk  is  bleached  silk.  Bleaching  entails  a  certain 
amount  of  decomposition — that  is,  rot — therefore,  a 
loss  of  strength.  Why  need  raw  silk  fishing-lines  be 
white  ■?  The  natural  colour  is  good  enough  and  will 
take  any  dye  reasonably  necessary ;  therefore,  I  reckon 
that  the  English  manufacturer  who  turns  raw  un- 
bleached silk  into  fishing-lines  will  deserve,  and 
obtain,  a  considerable  pull  over  those  who  persist  in 
taking  a  large  percentage  of  strength  out  of  their  raw 
material  by  bleaching. — -Yours  truly,  G.  T, 


THAMES  TROUT  FISHING. 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  read  with  interest  Mr.  Wheeley's 
article  to  which  you  refer,  but  do  not  feel  much  the 
wiser  for  it.  He  recommends  one  to  employ  a  pro- 
fessional, and  a  few  lines  further  down  observes, 
"  Trouting  with  a  professional  is  about  as  expensive 
an  amusement  as  one  can  wish  for."  He  tells  us  it  is 
very  difficult  for  a  no\ice  to  catch  fish,  but  he  does  not 
say  what  localities  offer  the  best  chance.  His  most 
valuable  suggestion  is  that  the  Government  should  step 
in.  Averse  as  I  am  to  Government  interference  in 
most  things,  when  I  see  the  Government  annually 
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squandering  many  millions  in  that  most  foolish  and 
futile  experiment  "  State  education,"  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  were  half  these  millions  devoted  to 
cleansing  and  restocking  our  rivers— making  them 
drinkable  and  fishable— the  Government  would  earn 
the  gratitude  of  all  anglers,  all  water  drinkers,  and  all 
taxpayers.  But  to  make  water  drinkable  would  not,  I 
suppose,  suit  the  revenue. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  Sellon. 

[We  may  have  another  article  describing  the  tackle 
used.  To  give  a  list  of  places  where  Thames  trout 
are  to  be  taken  would  mean  a  list  of  all  places  along 
the  Thames  down  to  Teddington. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Dear  Sir, — It  occurs  to  me  that  one  of  your 
correspondents  recently  asked  for  information  of  the 
fishing  in  South  Africa. 

I  have  lately  returned  from  ithat  place,  and  several 
times  managed  to  escape  the  eternal  camp  duties  to 
catch  a  few  fish. 

Those  I  got  were  barber  and  what  are  locally  known 
as  "  silver  fish,"  these  last  being  similar  in  build  to  a 
dace,  but  with  a  strongly  defined  median"  line,  and 
growing  to  a  larger  size. 

The  barber  are  very  powerful  when  first  hooked, 
and  on  more  than  one  occasion  broke  up  my  tackle, 
but  as  my  kit  had  to  be  cut  down  to  the  smallest 
possible  dimensions,  I  was  unable  to  take  out  more 
than  a  few  eyed  hooks  and  a  supply  of  gut,  so  that  my 
tackle  may  be  said  to  have  been  defective. 

Certainly,  any  fisher  going  out  there  should  take  a 
rod  and  tackle — if  possible,  a  stiff,  strong  rod  of  about 
12ft.  long  and  a  fly-rod,  as  the  "  silver  fish  "  rise  to  a 
fly,  taking  small,  bright  ones  for  preference. 

A  Nottingham  reel  with  a  line  of  medium  thickness, 
such  as  is  used  for  pike  spinning,  would  do  for  the 
barber  admirably ;  while  for  baits  a  small  frog  or 
worm  is  good,  but  rather  difficult  to  procure,  at  all 
events,  in  the  dry  season.  The  Kaffirs  sometimes  use 
a  white  paste  for  the  "  silver  fish,"  used  at  about 
raidwater. 

Many  of  the  streams  are  fairly  constant  in  flow,  and 
do  not  get  so  dried  up  as  others,  and  in  these  naturally 
is  the  best  fishing. 

I  enclose  my  card,  and  beg  to  remain,  yours  truly, 

Bent  Pin. 


roach  in  the  summer  and  autumn  with  artificial  flies. 
I  used  three— two  good-sized  Black  Cinats,  one  winged 
and  one  buzz,  and  a  Wickham  Fancy  or  Red  Spinner. 
I  cast  near  the  edge  of  the  weeds  and  let  the  flies  sink, 
watching  the  line.  When  I  saw  it  tighten  I  struck, 
sometimes  getting  two  at  a  time.  Sometimes  I  tipped 
the  flies  with  a  gentle  or  bit  of  kid  or  wash-leather, 
but  as  a  rule  they  took  without  these  additions. 
When  I  thought  the  flies  had  got  to  the  bottom  of  the 
pool  I  cast  again.  It  was  no  use  drawing  the  flies 
along  as  in  trout  fishing,  and  they  never  took  the  flies 
on  the  surface. 

Returning  to  pike  fly  fishing.  Many  years  ago  the 
late  Mr.  John  St.  John,  well  known  to  Berkshire 
sportsmen,  used  to  take  numbers  of  pike  in  the 
Loddon  with  the  end  of  a  calf's  tail  tied  to  a  triangle. 
He  occasionally  used  a  squirrel's  tail.  This  latter  I 
have  tried  with  some  success.  No  doubt  these  Baits 
are  taken  for  rats.  They  should  be  drawn  along  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  a  fair  rate  of  speed. — 
Yours,  etc.,  Edwin  Gosling. 


FLY  FISHING  FOR  PIKE. 
Sir,— In  reference  to  your  notes  on  this  matter  in 
the  Fislnng  Gazette  of  March  12.     Some  ten  years 
ago  I  was  very  successful  in  fly  fishing  in  a  large  pool 
in  Surrey,  now,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  drained  off.  The 
water  was  shallow,  not  more  than  four  feet  deep  at  the 
most,  and  in  many  places  not  more  than  two  feet 
The  fish  ran  about  31b.  to  41b.,  there  being  only  one 
large  one,  131b.,  found  when  the  water  was  run  off. 
It  was  ^little  use  fishing  when  the  water  was  smooth, 
except  when  the  sun  had  dipped  below  the  pine-clad 
hill  some  half  mile  off ;  but  with  a  good  breeze  and  a 
clouded  sky  the  fish  would  take  the  fly  in  the  day.  I 
used  an  ordinary  salmon  fly  with  about  four  inches  of 
•    stained  gimp  or  twisted  gut,  the  former  for  preference, 
on  which  ran  one  of  Brook's  Baby  Spinners,  largest 
size.    A  glass  bead  should  be  put  on  the  gimp  below 
andlabove  the  baby.    The  upper  bead  should  be  made 
fast  to  the  gimp  a  little  distance  from  the  Baby,  just 
enough  to  let  it  play  freely.    This  can  be  done  by 
wrapping  waxed  silk  round  the  gimp  and  forcing  the 
bead  over  it.    A  little  shellac  varnish  should  be  then 
applied,  but  be  careful  none  of  it  gets  on  the  gimp 
below  the  bead  or  it  will  spoil  the  Baby's  spinning. 
The  colour  of  the  fly  is  of  no  great  importance.  I 
have  taken  many  fish  with  a  Jock  Scot,  but  I  think 
the  best  was  a  Norwegian  salmon  fly  with  a  blue  body 
ribbed  with  silver.  Brown  Drake  wing  and  horns  of 
golden  pheasant  toppings.    I  do  not  know  the  name 
of  the  fly  as  I  got  several  among  an  odd  lot  at  a  sale. 
I  used  a  fifteen  feet  grilse  rod  and  ordinary  salmon 
gut  cast  about  two  yards  long.    The  fly  was  simply 
cast  out  and  worked  back  rather  quickly  with  jerks. 
When  a  good  breeze  was  on  I  have  taken  pike— or 
perhaps  I  ought  to  say  jack  as  they  had  hardly  arrived 
at  pikehood — in  only  a  few  inches  of  water,  throwing 
over  the  top  of  the  weeds. 

When  I  wished  to  get  a  perch  I  used  any  lake  or 
sea  trout  fly  with  a  scarlet  body  and  a  small-sized 
Baby  Spinner  above  it.  In  this  case  I  did  not  put 
gimp,  as  the  small  Babies  will  not  run  on  it,  but  stout 
gut  about  three  or  four  inches  long,  and  then  a  stout 
lake  cast.  It  does  not  do  to  have  fine  gut  for  the  cast 
as  there  are  generally  a  great  many  weeds  in  shallow 
pools. 

Prom  my  experience  perch  or  pike  do  not  take  a  fly 
well  where  the  water  is  deep,  unless  sunk  with  a  lead, 
and  that  cannot  be  called  legitimate  fly  fishing.  I 
only  once  took  a  pike  with  a  fly  in  deep  water,  and 
that  was  in  the  Hambledon  Weir  pool  on  the  Thames ; 
it  was  some  81b.  or  91b.,  and  took  a  salmon  fly  I  was 
using  for  Thames  trout.  It  came  at  the  fly  right  in 
the  boiling  water,  a  most  unlikely  place,  and  for  a 
minute  or  two  I  thought  I  was  into  a  trout,  for  he 
went  off  with  a  tremendous  rush. 

In  the  Surrey  Lake  I  used  to  take  a  great  many 


PLAYING  FISH  WITH  LINE  IN  HAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  give  me  your  views  on 
the  following  point  ?  A  Thames  angler  when  spinning 
for  pike  casts  his  bait  thus  :  First  of  all  he  unwinds 
from  his  winch  the  amount  of  line  necessary  for  his 
cast.  This  he  lets  fall  on  the  ground  in  coils.  I  need 
not  enter  into  the  casting  part  of  the  procedm-e. 
After  making  his  cast  the  angler  proceeds  to  draw  the 
bait  towards  him  by  drawing  in  the  line  by  hand, 
helping  the  spin  by  moving  the  rod  away  from  the 
bait.  I  admit  this  is  a  good  way  to  make  the  cast, 
and  also  to  get  a  brilliant  spin  on  the  bait.  The  point 
I  want  explained  is  this :  I  have  never  read  or  heard 
how  a  fish  is  played.  Pennell  and  other  good  anglers 
adopted  this  mode  in  preference  to  throwing  from  the 
reel. 

Suppose  a  cast  is  made  of  thirty  yards  and  the 
angler  commences  spinning  his  bait  by  drawing  in  the 
line ;  twenty  yards  have  been  drawn  in,  and  this  lies 
on  the  ground  ;  a  heavy  fish  is  hooked  ;  how  does  the 
angler  i^lay  the  fish  ?  If  he  lets  the  fish  take  out  the 
twenty  yards  of  loose  line  the  odds  are  that  the  fish 
will  dive  into  the  first  bed  of  weeds  or  some  other 
equally  undesirable  place,  and  ten  to  one  is  thus  lost. 
I  think  this  query  will  prove  of  interest  to  your 
readers  if  you  will  please  put  it  forward  for  discussion 
or  explain  it. — Yours  truly,  Frank  Mason. 

Great  Grimsby. 

[The  angler  who  strikes  a  fish  when  ho  has  line  off 
the  reel  plays  the  fish  with  the  line  in  the  hand, 
winding  in  the  slack  when  he  can— his  endeavour 
being  to  get  all  the  line  on  the  reel  somehow,  and  as 
soon  as  possible.  Some  anglers,  like  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine,  think  nothing  of  playing  and  killing  a  201b. 
or  301b.  pike  with  the  line  manipulated  by  the  left 
hand.— Ed.] 


IRISH  INLAND  FISHERIES  COMMISSION. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  will  any  of  your  readers  very 
kindly  inform  me,  for  the  information  of  fishery  pro- 
prietors, lessees,  and  anglers  resident  on  the  middle 
and  upper  Shannon,  when  we  may  expect  to  hear 
something  more  about  the  report  which  the  members 
of  the  above-mentioned  commission  have  sent  into  his 
excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? 

So  far  as  the  Shannon  fisheries  are  concerned,  I 
would  not  give  a  strand  of  gut  for  the  report,  which  I 
regard  as  so  much  waste-paper,  ))ecause  it  does  not 
contain  one  word  concerning  the  terrible  slaughter  of 
salmon  which  takes  place  in  the  estuary  at  Limerick 
by  fixed  and  floating  nets  each  season. 

I  warn  the  upper  river  people  that  if  they  do  not  at 
once  look  to  this  very  serious  defect  in  the  report, 
the  salmon  fisheries  of  our  noble  Shannon,  which  are' 
on  the  quick  march  to  destruction,  will  shortly  be 
ruined  altogether  by  over-netting. — Yours  faithfully, 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  S.  J.  Hurley.' 


FISHING  AT  BRIXHAM,  SOUTH  DEVON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  any  of  your  correspondents 
would  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  if  there  is  any  good 
trout  fishing  to  be  had  at  Brixham,  in  Devon,  and  if 
the  sea  fishing  is  good  there,  for  I  am  thinking  of 
spending  my  Whitsuntide  holidays  there  ?  Hoping 
I  am  not  trespassing  on  your  space,  I  remain,  yours 
truly,  G.  N.  Forbes. 


PLEA  FOR  AN  INSTITUTE  OF  AQUATIC 
BIOLOGY. 

Dear  Sir, — Recently,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
you  will  have  seen  that  Mr.  Norman  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a  proposition  was 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Treasury  to 
expend  a  small  sum  of  money  upon  an  experi- 
mental fish  culture  establishment,  to  which  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain  replied  that  the  matter  was 
engaging  attention.  I  think  anglers,  as  well  as  those 
interested  in  the  inland  fish  trade,  will  do  well  to 
agitate  for  such  an  experimental  station,  not  so  much 
for  the  study  of  the  Salmonidse  in  themselves,  but 


for  the  much  more  important  subject  of  aquatia 
biology  generally.  " 

Unless  the  study  of  aquatic  life  generally  is  taken 
up  on  the  economic  side,  I  cannot  see  how  we  can 
expect  to  know  very  much  about  animals  living  in  aa 
element  different  from  our  own. 

If  the  Government  were  to  give  us  an  institute  for 
the  study  of  aquatic  biology  as  a  whole,  similar  to 
what  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  much  more  valuable 
information  would  be  obtainable  for  those  interested 
in  our  inland  fisheries. 

There  are  a  few  marine  biological  stations  in  this 
country  run  by  various  fishery  boards,  but  even  these, 
I  assert,  are  not  utilised  to  the  full  extent,  or  in  the 
way  they  should  be.  I  remember  visiting  one  of 
these  marine  stations  once,  and  on  asking  what  a 
particular  gentleman  was  employed  in  investigating, 
I  was  told  he  was  trying  to  discover  under  what 
circumstances  shrimps  varied  in  colour— very  interest- 
ing to  the  zoologist,  but  is  it  of  as  important  an  economic 
study  as,  for  instance,  the  life  of  the  oyster,  edible, 
crab,  or  some  other  commercial  object  of  like  nature  ?  ^ 
I  fear  the  general  tendency  is  for  such  institutions 
to  utilise  their  money  and  time  in  scientific  research 
alone,  without  being  of  any  economic  value. 

What  we  want  is  an  institution  where  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  life-history,  cultivation,  and  pro- 
tection of  our  commercial  "food  fishes"  can  be 
gained,  run  on  the  lines  of  an  agricultural  college. 
Let  us  take,  for  example,  the  study  of  dairying.  Is  it 
not  useful  to  first  know  what  a  cow  is?  what  its 
zoological  position  in  the  animal  kingdom  is?  then 
its  varieties,  special  attention  being  paid  to  those  most 
suited  for  economic  purposes,  then  the  most  important  j 
subject  of  all— its  food— that  is,  its  chemical  con-  ' 
Btituents,  etc.  Well,  why  not  let  there  be  such  proper 
study  of  the  Salmonid:e  and  other  food  fishes  obtain- 
able by  the  public  without  having  to  go  to  foreion 
countries  ?  " 

How  many  persons  who  get  their  living  by  fishing 
know  anything  about  the  life  history,  nature,  or  food 
of  the  fish  they  catch,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  are  best  propagated  and  protected?  I 
venture  to  say  very  few. 

Many  have  theories,  and  some  very  amusing  ones  are 
being  put  before  the  Royal  Salmon  Commission. 

What  we  want  is  a  Government  institution  that  , 
will  undertake  experiments,  where  those  interested  1 
can  gain  information  on  such  subjects  as,  for  instance,  i 
the  salmon,  its  life-history,  its  food,  inland  and  marine, 
circumstances  under  which  it  is  best  preserved  to  our 
successors. 

We  are  always  reading  papers  on  the  food  of  the 
salmon,  and  all  differ,  and  yet  we  have  not  all  got  the 
money  or  the  time,  nor  would  the  law  of  the  country 
permit  us,  had  we  either,  to  make  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation that  cannot  be  questioned. 

Such  an  institution  as  I  speak  of  should  give  us 
the  opportunity  of  studying  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  natural  food  of  fry,  for  instance,  can  be 
best  cultivated,  for  very  little  of  the  former  exists  now 
in  our  rivers,  owing  to  increased  agricultural  drainage 
and  pollution.  We  want  to  know  the  best  methods  of 
introducing  the  larvae  of  such  insects  as  are  contained 
ill  the  natural  oiiem  —  Diptera,  Phrijganidm  and 
Kphcmene,  etc.,  such  Crustacea  as  Gammanis,  Cyclops, 
iJaphnia,  Cyjnis,  etc.,  and  molluscae  as  the  orders 
LimnecB,  Pisidire,  etc. 

Artificial  foods  of  late  have  been  thrashed  out  ad 
nauseam,  but  few  of  our  English  pisciculturists  even 
have  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  chemical 
requirements  of  the  common  brown  trout ;  what  I 
mean  rather  is,  few,  if  any,  can  give  a  chemical 
dietary  such  as  an  agricultural  student  could  give  for, 
let  us  say,  a  store  bullock  or  dairy  cow.  ' 

The  Germans  and  Americans  are  far  ahead  of  us  in 
these  matters.  Such  a  subject  is  intensely  interesting, 
and  I  myself  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it,  in  the 
hope  of  gaining  some  benefit. 

Then,  again,  we  have  the  study  of  aquatic  botany, 
or,  rather,  such  plant  life  as  affects  the  life  of  a  fish. 
We  see  many  long  catalogues  advertised  of  what  are 
called  "  suitable  aquatic  plants,"  but  few  anglers 
know  the  particular  use  of  any  variety ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  many  persons  who  ought  to  know  all  about 
them  are  quite  ignorant,  and  even  cannot  identify 
them  in  any  other  place  than  their  own  ponds,  where 
some  botanist  has  located  them. 

Many  people,  through  ignorance,  have  imported 
and  planted  that  most  terrible  of  all  water  pests, 
Elodea  Canademis  (Michx),  water-thyme,  imported 
into  England  about  1841.  I  admit  it  is  a  useful  plant 
to  the  molluscan  life,  but  a  plague  to  the  angler  and 
netsman  ;  however,  fortunately  for  us,  we  have  only 
hitherto  imported  from  America  the  female  plant, 
being  dioecious  in  nature,  so  propagation  by  seed  is 
impossible.  Its  stoloniferous  habit  of  growth,  how- 
ever, makes  it  a  most  formidable  enemy. 

I  am  told,  though  I  have  never  myself  seen  a  case, 
that  this  female  plant  can  only  exist  a  limited  period, 
when  it  suddenly  vanishes.  Let  us  hope  it  will  soon 
vanish  altogether  from  all  our  English  waters. — Your 
obedient  servant,  J.  B.  Feildinq,  P.Z.S. 

Earl  of  Denbigh's  Fishery. 
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E  A  S  T  E  E., 


ROUGH  OLIVES  AND  EOUGH  LUCK. 

What  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  providential 
took  me  from  my  home  and  fireside  to  Itchen-side 
on  Easter  Monday  it  would  be  hard  to  say.  Per- 
haps it  was  to  test  my  new  nine-foot  greenheart, 
perhaps  to  ensure  that  some  at  least  of  the  little 
stock  of  double-dressed  floaters  of  spring  patterns 
which  I  had  lately  been  building  should  be  tried 
upon  those  clear  waters  in  the  present  year  of 
grace.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was 
because  a  friend  was  to  be  there  whom  I  had 
advised  as  to  the  flies  he  should  briilg,  a  brief  but 
admirable  selection,  and  because  I  had  ended  my 
advice  with  the  words,  "  If  you  omit  any  of  these 
let  it  be  the  Rough  Olive " ;  and  because  the 
Rough  Olive  turned  out  to  be  the  fly  for  the  brief 
half -hour  which  included  the  whole  of  the  time  of 
the  take  for  the  day  ;  and  because  I  had  some 
beautiful  and  expensive  undrawn  gut  for  points 
which  proved  the  veriest  rubbish  ever  sold. 

Getting  down  to  the  waterside  soon  after  eleven 
I  found  the  wind,  a  very  fair  imitation  of  a  gale, 
blowing  straight  up  my  favourite  reach,  raising 
waves  a  foot  high,  and  making  it  impossible  for 
any  fly  that  was  rash  enough  to  hatch  out  to 
remain  on  the  water  long  enough  for  any  fish  to 
take  him. 

There  was  nothing  for  it  but  the  wet  fly,  and  for 
nearly  an  hour  I  pegged  away,  first  with  a  Red 
Palmer  and  later  with  a  wingless  Hare's  Ear,  in- 
tended to  resemble  a  hatching  nymph.  I  turned 
over  a  small  fish,  but  that  was  all.  Then,  in  a 
little  depression  in  the  bank,  so  shallow  as  hardly 
to  be  called  a  bay,  I  found  a  little  oasis  of  smooth 
water,  two  feet  wide  at  most,  and  about  four  yards 
long  ;  and  at  the  lower  end  a  tiny  motion,  as  of  a 
minnow  waggling  his  tail  under  water  near  the 
surface,  occurred,  and  I  at  once  covered  it.  A 
similar  movement  a  yard  further  up  suggested  that 
my  fish  was  a  traveller,  and  this  idea  was  confirmed 


when  I  saw  yet  a  third  microscopic  dimple .  at  the 
head  of  the  little  stretch  of  calm.  Successively  I 
covered  the  spots  where  dimples  numbers  two  and 
three  had  occurred,  but  not  till  I  had  covered 
number  three  a 'third  time  did  the  dimple  recur. 
I  struck,  but  without  toucliing  the  fish.  I  then 
removed  my  Hare's  Ear  and  substituted  a  well- 
oiled  Rough  Olive — one  of  the  three  I  had  dressed 
for  tlie  occasion — and  moved  some  thirty  yards  up 
stream  to  the  next  little  patch  of  oily  smooth 
water  and  waited.  Presently  a  ring,  such  as  a 
large  raindrop  might  make,  rewarded  me,  and  I 
dropped  the  Rough  Olive  a  couple  of  inches  above 
tlie  spot.  Instantly  the  ring  was  repeated,  and  I 
tightened.  To  my  disgust,  however,  the  line  came 
away.  I  tliought  I  must  have  struck  a  tooth,  and 
that  my  fly  was  all  right,  for  my  gut  point  was  a 
length  of  very  special  stuff'.  But  a  reference  to  tlie 
end  proved  to  me  that  my  fly  was  gone.  I  thought 
I  must  have  struck  too  hard — for  I  did  not  suspect 
the  gut — and  so  I  knotted  on  a  new  fly  of  the  same 
pattern,  and  dropped  back  to  have  another  sling  at 
the  fish  in  the  slip  of  smooth  water  below.  To  my 
delight  I  saw  the  ring  at  the  top  recur.  But,  being 
anxious  not  to  fish  over  my  trout  and  so  put  them 
down,  I  began  at  the  bottom.  Almost  as  the  fly  lit 
came  the  response,  and  in  a  second  I  was  on  my 
feet  and  turning  down  stream  with  a  good  trout  in 
tow.  But  alas  1  that  gut — in  a  moment  the  line 
came  back  to  me,  again  minus  the  fly.  Then  I 
took  a  good  look  at  my  pomt,  and,  testing  it,  foimd 
it  to  be  trash  of  the  worst  description.  So  I 
broke  it  oft',  tied  on  my  last  Rough  Olive,  and 
started  to  besiege  the  trout  at  the  top  of  the  smooth 
patch.  He  came  up  promptly  enough,  but  for 
some  reason  I  failed  to  fasten,  and  merely  tiurned 
him  over. 

Chagrined,  but  still  hopeful,  I  pushed  on  up 
stream  to  a  broad  shallow  where  the  current  ran 
in  a  glassy  glide,  too  s-wift  to  be  forced  up  into 
waves  by  the  v/ind.  Ten  minutes  waiting  and  close' 
watching- showed  me  another  microscopic  dimple 
out  in  the  middle,  and  after  numerous  efforts  I  got 
the  fly  over  the  fish  right,  and  he  came  up  softly 
and  fastened.  He  hooped  my  little  nine  feet  gi-een- 
heart  finely,  but  was  soon  brought  to  bank,  a  fish 
of  lib.  80Z.  exactly  by  the  spring-balance,  and  in 
very  fair  order  for  the  beginning  of  ^- 1-'" 

I  worked  on  for  another  hou  ,  ,  >at  seeing 
another  rising  fish,  and,  by  dint  of  •  isting  in  the 
most  likely  spots,  rose  and  lanued  .ne  fish  of 
eleven  inches  (which  went  back  to  grow  sizeable), 
and  rose  another  fish,  which  did  not  fasten. 

That  was  the  end  of  my  sport  for  the  day, 
though  I  stayed  out  till  half-past  four,  while  my 
friend  industriously  flogged  away  with  two  wet 
flies  in  the  roughest  water  in  vain,  as  far  as 
tangible  results  went,  for  his  only  trout,  after 
some  moments'  play,  got  away  in  the  weeds. 

Stroke. 


TACKLES  FOE  THAMES  TEOUT. 


NOEWAY  EISHING  AND 
SHOOTING. 


.  Particulars  of  what  one  of  our  readers  considers 
a  rare  opportunity  for  obtaining  fishing  and  shooting 
in  Norway  have  been  brought  to  our  notice. 

"  The'  sporting  rights  are  contained  in  a  tract  of 
about  10,000  acres  in  the  district  of  Thelmarken, 
one  of  the  most  romantic  parts  of  Norway,  and 
within  two  and  a  half  days  of  London.  A  lake  of 
about  six  miles  in  length  contains  plenty  of  fine 
trout  up  to  161b.  in  weight,  and  there  are  other 
lakes  and  streams  all  abounding  in  trout  and  con- 
nected with  tide  water. 

"  The  shooting  embraces  all  sorts  of  wild  fowl, 
ptarmigan,  hares,  rabbits,  and  reindeer.  There  is 
a  very  comfortable  shooting-box  on  the  property, 
accommodating  three  or  four  sportsmen  comfort- 
ably. All  of  these  shooting  and  fishing  privileges 
are  at  the  disposition  of  any  gentleman,  or  a  group, 
who  will  lend  the  proprietor  £1000  for  a  term  of 
years,  taking  a  mortgage  as  security,  with  interest 
at  five  per  cent.  The  valuation  on  a  conservative 
estimate  is  i£4500." 

It  seems  a  very  attractive  investment,  and  we 
believe  it  will  be  found  quite  satisfactory  as  regards 
the  fishing  and  shooting,  but,  of  cotu-se,  no  one 
would  take  it  up  imtil  after  personal  investigation 
on  the  spot.  If  anyone  cares  to  have  f mother 
particulars,  and  will  write  to  us,  we  will  let  our 
correspondent  have  their  communications.  Our 
only  interest  in  the  matter  is  in  making  such  an 
imusual  offer  known. 


We  give  illustrations  of  some  good  tackles 
for  Thames  trout,  and  can  recommend  them  as 
serviceable  ones,  particularly  as  regards  size  of 
hooks.  To  advise  anglers  what  tackle  to  use 
is  somewhat  on  a  par  with  telling  him  what 
tobacco  to  smoke — ideas  and  tastes  differ.  The 
nmnber  of  triangles  on  these  tackles  may  be 
increased,  or  their  size  altered,  according  to  the 
fancy  of  the  fisher  ;  but  the  size  and  style  is  well 
suited  for  baiting  with  medium  sized  bleak ; 
minnows  require  shorter  tackles,  especially  for 
spinning,  and  the  triangles  may  be  larger  when  a 
dace  is  used.  But  care  must  be  taken  to  employ 
tackle  suitable  to  the  mouth  of  a  trout,  which  is 
very  different  to  that  of  a  jack. 

Tackle  A  is  a  good  spinning  tackle,  and  is  also 
of  service  for  live-baiting  in  fast,  straight  runs  of 
water.  To  spin,  cur^'e  the  bait  with  the  triangle 
near  the  lip-hook,  and  let  the  rear  triangle  remain 
loose.  For  live-baiting,  act  in  the  same  way,  but 
do  not  curve  the  bait.    Tlie  tackle  is  very  useful 


Tackles  foe  Thames  Trout  (actual  size). 

for  fish  that  come  short.  With  one  triangle  only 
the  tail  of  the  bait  is  often  scored  to  pieces  by  a 
trout ;  the  second  triangle  gets  him,  but  great  care 
is  necessary  with  the  landing-net  to  avoid  a  mishap 
in  the  net.  Any  carelessness  will  probably  mean 
an  entanglement — "so  near  and  yet  so  far"  will 
be  the  result,  for  if  the  hooks  catch  in  the  meshes 
of  the  net  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  the  trout 
into  it. 

Tackle  B  is  suitable  for  live-baiting  m  quiet 
pools  or  with  a  small  bait ;  in  very  still,  clear  water 
a  large-sized  single  hook  may  be  tried  with  success. 

Tackle  C  is  for  live-baiting  in  quicker  water,  and 
is  a  good  weir  tackle. 

It  is  astonishing  what  a  hold  small  triangles 
take,  and  simple  tackles  like  these  often  kill  fish 
where  a  tackle  that  is  smothered  in  hooks  fails. 


THE  GRANNOM. 


Me.  H.  a.  Rolt  informs  us  that  there  was  a 
rise  of  Grannom  on  the  Kennet  and  Lambourne  on 
April  21.    It  came  on  about  6  p.m. 


A  GOOD  FLY  AND  A  NICE  BASKET. 

From,  a  Swedish  Correspondent. 

,  [Our  correspondent  asks  us  to  correct  his 
English,  but  it  is  really  unnecessary. — Ed.] 
^Sometimes  it  looks  as  nothing,  but  the  fate 
would  give  you  the  best  luck  when  out  for  fishing 
or  when  you  are  going  to  select  some  pasture  new 
for  a  holiday's  fishing.  At  least,  that  can  be 
applied  to  the  water  and  the  result  of  a  day's  fishing 
of  which  I  herewith  send  you  a  couple  of 'photos. 

A  good  trout  river  is  nowadays  in  this  part  of 
our  country  not  always  to  be  found  wherever  water 
flows.  As  a  rule  the  rivers  are  spoiled  by  manu- 
factories and  weirs,  and  nobody  seems  to  take  the 
slightest  interest  for  keeping  the  fishing  in  a  good 
state.  No,  money ;  and  money  is  always  the 
question,  and  everything  that  does  not  give 
money  seems  to  be  worse  than  worthless.  Spoil 
nature,  build  smoky  and  river-infesting  factories — 
that  is  the  question  of  oiu-  prosaic  days.  It  makes 
no  difference  if  all  around  you  looks  like  a  desert, 
where  men  blindfolded  are  hunting  for  money  as 
though  it  could  give  them  the  highest  happiness. 

Well,  at  midsummer  time  last  year  I  was  study- 
ing my  map,  and  made  up  my  mind  to  try  the 
upper  parts  of  a  little  river  which  I  had  found 
pretty  good  for  trout  fishing  at  the  lower  reaches. 
I  had  no  information  about  the  upper  parts,  but  to 
judge  from  the  map  it  ought  to  be  good,  no  [ 
factories  bemg  at  the  falls,  and  it  was,  ca-teris  | 
paribus,  nothing  but  the  fate  that  led  my  way  up  I 
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put  it  together  and  showed  him  the  fine  balance 
and  some  trout  flies.  No,  Sir,  by  the  fists  of  my 
wife  that  won't  do  !  Such  crazy  things  can't  kill 
I  anything  here.  The  fish  here,  you  see,  does  not 
;  like  fleas,  and  we  do  not  either— and  then  they  did 
not  take  any  more  notice  of  my  preparations',  but 
went  down  into  the  cellar  below  the  house  for 
peeling  potatoes,  and,  no  doubt,  having'some  funny 
chat  upon  sportsmen  like  me. 

I  went  down  to  the  river.    It  was  a  very  nice 
httle  river,  with  clear,  transparent  brown  water, 
and  it  could  almost  be  covered  from  bank  to  bank 
with  a  single-handed  trout  rod.    My  first  cast  was 
a  Sedge  Fly  and  a  Dark  Coachman.    I  hooked  a 
plucky  little  half-poimder,  but  the  fish  did  not 
seem  to  like  those  flies.     So  I  changed  my  flies, 
and  now  by  a  mere  chance  I  took  out  from  my  fly- 
book  the  right  fly  for  this  river  both  for  size  aiid 
pattern.    It  was  a  fly  that  I  had  made  myself  on 
some  dark  M-inter  day  for  killing  time  and  making 
me  think  of  happy  outings  with  rod  and  line.  For 
a  fisherman  these  little  artificial  flies  are  very 
useful  thmgs.    In  winter  they  help  you  killing  the 
time  and  in  summer  killing  the  fish.    I  enclose 
here  a  pattern,  if  you  should  like  to  try  it  in  some 
waters  of  yours.    At  the  first  sight,  I  guess,  you 
will  remark  it  is  dressed  on  too  large  a  hook,  yet 
the  size  I  have  sent  you  was  the  best  size  for'  the 
river  in  question.    I  tried  smaller  flies  of  the  same 
pattern,  but  the  fish  did  not  bite  so  well  on  them. 
The  fly  resembles  something  between  a  Marcli 
Brown  and  a  Red  Spinner.    The  dressing  is  as 
follows  :  Port  wine-coloured  silk  for  body ;  that  on 
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A  Swedish  Angler's  Basket. 


there.  From  the  nearest  railway  station  I  had  a 
ctrive  of  about  half  an  hour,  and  was  happy  to  find 
the  people,  living  in  a  little  cottage  alon"  the 
nver,  at  home.  He  was  an  old  professional  fisher- 
man, having  some  set-traps  in  the  river  and 
netting  some  big  lake  trout  in  the  autumn  when 
they  were  coming  down  from  the  lake  for  spawn- 
mg.  His  wife  was  assisting  him  m  his  business, 
and  they  paid  duly  the  rent  of  the  fishing  every 
year ;  but  taking  trout  with  rod  and  line  they  had 
not  much  idea  of.  Certainly  she  had  an  old,  very 
long  Japanese  cane  rod  without  reel  and  an  un- 
dressed hemp  line,  to  which  were  knotted  a  couple  of 
trebles  without  any  gut.  She  baited  her  trebles 
with  a  minnow,  and  hooked  now  and  then  a  trout, 
but  lost  it  as  a  rule. 

I  told  them  my  errand,  and  he  looked  rather 
curiously  at  me,  probably  thinking,  "that  town 
inan  can't  make  any  better  havoc  among  my  trout 
than  any  other  people  like  him  have  done  here  be- 
fore. Some  or  another  tourist  from  the  neigh- 
bouring town,  he  told  me,  had  been  there  for  fishing, 
but  they  could  not  kill  any  trout,  and  were  satisfied 
with  catchmg  some  perch  up  m  the  lake. 

Well,,  yes,  Sir,  he  said,  you  may  try  to  kill"  a 
trout ;  we  can't  do,  and  nobody  else  can't  do.  But 
where  is  your  rod  ?  Will  you  borrow  my  wife's 
rod  ?--it  stands  yonder,  against  the  wall.  No,  thank 
you ;  I  am  not  strong  enough  to  handle  such  a  big 
rod  Bosh  !  he  said  ;  she  handles  it  like  a  whip- 
both  I  and  the  old  mare  in  the  stable  has  some 
experience  thereof.  Well,  yes,  then  it  must  be 
some  sort  of  a  country  lady  rod,  I  said,  fetching 
my  rod-bag  with  its  little  eleven-foot  of  Hardy.  I 


the  lower  part  should  be  varnished  to  make  it 
glossy  and  shining ;  at  the  shoulders  it  ought  to  be 
a  little  worsted ;  fine  gold  tinsel ;  a  couple  of 
strands  from  a  grey  mallard  feather  as  tail ;  hackle 
black  at  the  centre  and  rather  light  red  at  the 
periphery ;  wings  from  a  partridge's  wing.  That 
fly  I  made  without  any  particular  view  of  imitating 
an  insect,  but  only  taking  the  materials  I  had 
ready  for  the  moment,  and  if  proved  to  be  a  child 
of  a  lucky  moment.  The  catch  on  the  photo  was 
made  with  it  during  a  day's  fishing.  The  lot  weighed 
451b.,  and  the  biggest  fish  just  under  61b.  The  fish 
were  fourteen  in  number,  and  the  average  weight 
was  3.ilb.  The  lake  from  which  the  river  comes 
is  not  very  far  off,  and  the  fish  have  not  a  long  way 
to  travel  when  going  down  into  the  river.  From  the 
window  of  the  cottage  you  can  sometimes  see  big 
fish  jumping,  and  in  the  autumn  trout  up  to 
201b.  have  been  netted.  This  spring,  when  the 
river  is  full  and  not  suitable  for  fly  fishing,  I  shall  try 
the  minnow,  and  hope  to  have  a  chance  of  killing 
some  or  another  ten-jjounder,  or  even  bigger,  as  some^ 
times  very  big  fish  are  seen  in  the  river.  G.  Hydbn. 

[The  fly  is  a  beauty ;  we  hope  to  use  it  on  the 
Tweed  soon. — Ed.] 


LVRA  PiscATORiA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISTS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Gnifle 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Meld  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time. 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  6d. 


The  poacher's  tribute,   though  heavy  in  the 
extreme  from  the  very  fact  that  it  should  not  exist 
at  all,  IS  nothing  in  comparison  to  that  levied  bv 
the  tacksman.    We  do  not  refer  to  liis  legal  rights, 
but  to  his  illegal  time  snatchings.   'He  pays  to 
Ush  in  the  open  season  with  regulation  net  and 
coble,  and  what  spoil  he  can  then  secure  he  is 
entitled  to.    It  is  his  just  return  for  his  capital, 
and,  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  he  is  justi- 
fied in  using  every  means  to  fill  his  creel  within 
the  etter  if  not  the  spirit  of  the  law.    He  takes  a 
reach  of  tidal  waters  to  net,  for  which  he  may 
pay  £1,000  pounds  per  annum,  and  so  long  as  he 
keeps  withm  the  strict  terms  of  his  lease  no  man 
may  say  "  what  doest  thou  ?  "    He  may  clear  the 
bottom  of  all  impediments  to  the  cleaner  sweep  of 
his  net ;  he  may  fill  up  with  concrete  all  the  holes 
and    lies    so  as  to  force  Salmo  salar  out  into  the 
open;   he  may  with   hawk-like   eye  watch  the 
approach  of  the  fish  from  any  coign  of  vantage  in 
the  water  and  out  of  the  water  he  may  care  to 
erect ;  and,  short  of  shifting  the  bed  of  the  river 
Itself,  he  may  so  alter  the  banks  in  the  pursuit  of  his 
calling  and  so  work  his  net  that  not  a  half-pound 
hnnock  or  sea-trout  can  escape.    This  is  his  busi- 
ness, and  we  have  no  intention  of  interfering  with 
it.    He  is  thus  far  the  legal  netter  and  working 
withm  the  letter,  although  sometimes  hardly  the 
spirit,  of  the  law,  and  what  he  can  get  is  his  legally 
the  fruits  of  his  toil  and  the  reward  of  his  labour 

But  beyond  this  the  netsman's  tribute  must  not 
go,  and  every  fish  taken  otherwise  is  illegally  got, 
and  it  is  to  such  fish  we  refer  in  alluding  to  the 
tacksman's  tribute— his  illegal  tribute  of  Salmo 
salar.  There  are  two  methods  by  which  the  tacks- 
man exacts  this  illegal  tribute— in  the  abuse  of  the 
weekly  close  time  and  in  the  retention  of  spent  fish 
or  kelts. 

The  weekly  close  time  commences  at  6  p.m.  on 
Saturday  and  ends  at  6  a.m.  on  Monday  mornin'^ 
■l)urmg  these  hours  the  leaders  in  the  sea  nets  must 
be  open  to  allow  the  fish  to  escape  if  they  can 
But  there's  the  rub  1    The  belief  of  experts,  includ- 
ing the  leading  netsmen  in  Scotland,  is  that  thev 
can't,  and  hence  the  many  are  caught  and  the  few 
escape.    However,  that  is  not  the  point.    If  the 
leaders  are  closed  down  an  hour  before  the  legal 
time  on  Monday  morning,  every  fish  so  trapped 
before  6  a.m.  is  illegally  so,  and  is  so  much  of  the 
illegal  tribute  the  netsman  has  no  right  to  claim. 
Inspectors  and  fishery  boards  are  altogether  too 
lax  m  this  respect.    The  steam  launch  may  spin 
round  when  the  boat  is  on  its  way  to  the  nets  on  a 
Saturday  night,  half  an  hour  behind  time,  but 
"  All's  well,"  and  on  it  speeds.    No  notice  is  taken 
of  that  half-hour's  tribute  levied  on  Salmo  salar. 
It  may  be,  and  it  very  likely  is,  the  most  fatal  half 
hour  of  the  tide  for  that  particular  spot,  and  the 
fish  that  may  be  got  are  just  as  illegally  caught  as 
if  by  the  poacher  who  had  no  right  to  be  there  at 
all.    It  IS  a  common  enough  practice  for  tidal 
netters  to  snatch  a  half  hour  or  an  hour  on  a 
Monday  mornmg,  and  to  have  the  temerity  to  do 
so  imder  the  watcher's  nose.    They  pay  their  rent 
to  kill  salmon,  and  they  think  they  are  entitled  to 
put  the  hands  of  the  clock  backwards  or  forwards 
to  suit  their  convenience  and  for  their  special  gain. 
"  It  was  only  twenty  minutes,"  said  a  lessee  in  the 
Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  the  other  day  who  was  up 
and  pleaded  guUty  to  the  charge  of  commencing 
operations  at  the  "  Pat  and  Fords  "  fishings  on  the 
Dee  an  hour  before  the  annual  close  time  expired. 
"  Yes,"  said  the  judge,  "  but  twenty  minutes  now  ' 
and  twenty  minutes  again  come  to  a  considerable 
aggregate  of  illegal  fishing  during  the  year." 

It  is  this  "twenty  minutes,"  to  keep  to  the 
defenders  own  meagre  estimate  of  his  breach  of 
the  law,  week  in  and  week  out,  which  helps  to 
swell  the  enormous  illegal  tribute  of  the  tacksman. 
If  he  admits  twenty  minutes'  illegal  work,  it  may 
safely  be  put  down  to  forty ;  and  if  forty  minutes 
extra  be  allowed  to  each  tacksman  in  the  country 
who  cares  to  claim  or  take  it  on  every  available 
opportunity— and  who  of  them  will  not  ?— it  is 
hardly  possible  to  estimate  the  vast  tribute  the 
tacksman's  illegal  work  thus  exacts  from  Salmo 
salar.  If  we  shudder  at  the  poacher's  depredations, 
what  are  we  to  think  of  the  tacksman's  vast  hauls 
under  the  most  favouring  opportunities.  If  it  is  . 
the  custom  of  the  country,  then  the  sooner  it  is 
put  a  stop  to  the  better.    If  it  be  inconvenient  on 
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account  of  the  tide  to  lift  the  leaders  at  the  legal 
hour,  then  make  it  imperative  that  they  be  lifted 
before  6  p.m.  not  after  it.  And  the  same  with 
the  setting  of  the  leaders  on  Monday  morning. 
Only  strict  watching  and  drastic  action  on  the 
part  of  the  local  fishery  boards  can  put  a  stop  to 
this  illegal  tribute,  and  anglers  and  angling  lessees 
and  proprietors  should  certainly  see  that  it  is 
done. 

Again,  no  one  ever  hears  of  a  netter  taking 
speirt  fish,  nor  is  he  ever  seen  returning  "  well- 
mended  kelts."  Yet  are  we  for  a  moment  to 
believe  that  anglers  are  the  only  people  that  have 
to  do  with  kelts  in  the  spring  time '?  An  occa- 
sional lessee  here  and  there,  if  he  be  an  angling 
enthusiast,  may  do  otherwise,  but  as  a  rule  all  are 
"  fish  "  that  come  to  their  nets,  and  all  find  their 
way  to  market  foul  or  clean,  and  very  often  mixed, 
and  so  go  to  swell  the  tacksman's  tribute. 

G.  M. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

{From  Colqdhoun's  "  Salmon  Casts.") 
(Continued  from  page  268.) 

The  common  saying  that  success  comes  when 
least  expected  may  not  be  true.  The  surprise 
impresses  it  more  on  the  memory  when  failure 
would  scarcely  have  been  disappointment.  In  the 
present  case,  when  a  salmon  sucked  down  my  fly 
at  the  eddy  formed  by  the  rock  in  the  middle  of 
this  pool,  and  the  web  of  his  tail  proved  him  no 
minnow,  my  satisfaction  was  somewhat  damped  to 
feel  the  very  slight  bond  that  united  us.  The 
narrow  stream  stopped  all  risk  of  the  trouting  reel 
being  run  out ;  but,  though  clear  as  silver,  and 
fresh  from  the  sea,  the  fish  never  a,ttempted  it. 
For  two  hours  he  only  scraped  the  bottom  or 
sulked,  and  when  persuaded  out  of  one  deep  linn, 
he  floated  dowTi  to  its  neighbour  below,  only  to 
repeat  the  weary  round  of  every  stock  and  stone 
against  which  he  could ,  rub  my  chafing  line. 
Twice,  when  tumbling  over  shallows,  I  could  easily 
have  clipped  him,  but  had  no  gaff.  At  last,  with- 
out a  struggle  on  the  fish's  part,  or  a  strain  on 
mine,  the  worn  and  ragged  casting-line  parted  in 
two,  and  the  little  rod  straightened  in  my  hand. 
Ilis  weight  was  evidently  from  161b.  to  201b. 

When  a  boy,  trolling  Loch  Lomond  for  yellow 
trout,  I  hooked  a  large  clean  salmon  with  materials 
as  slender.  He  quietly  followed  my  lead  when  I 
wound  him  up  to  the  very  stern  of  the  boat, 
wondering  what  kind  of  accommodating  creature  I 
had  got  hold  of.  Under  my  very  rod's  point  there 
was  a  siillen  plunge  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and 
that  was  all  I  saw  of  the  first  salmon  I  ever 
hooked.  The  practical  lesson  was  worth  far  more 
than  the  fish — namelj',  never  to  come  to  such 
close  quarters,  at  first,  with  so  formidable  a 
customer,  especially  when  he  seems  much  inclined 
to  humour  you ;  you  are  sure  to  have  the  worst 
of  it. 

If  the  river  falls  rapidly,  salmon  or  grilse  nevei^ 
take  well.  A  shine  on  the  water  also  makes  them 
still.  I  have  heard  many  fishers  say  that,  on  a 
dewy  morning,  salmon  never  rise  well  at  the  fly. 
I  have  now  and  then  experienced  the  reverse, 
especially  in  hot  July  weather.  After  once  going 
over  thm  dwindled  water,  it  is  useless  to  try  again, 
as  the  fish  are  pretty  certain  to  see  you  the  first 
time.  In  some  rivers  which  run  chiefly  through 
peat-mosses,  fish  seldom  rise  well  when  the  water 
is  of  the  highly -prized  coffee-brown.  This  is  worth 
attention ;  for  whenever  such  rivers  brighten  up, 
they  take  famously.  In  July,  when  the  days  are 
sultry,  fish  are  dull  and  sick  with  the  tepid  water, 
even  in  the  late  evening.  Becoming  very  hungry 
^  after  the  cool  of  the  night,  morning  fishing  from 
five  till  nine  is  always  most  deadly  then  ;  earlier 
is  often  too  dull  and  grey.  Before  the  weather 
grows  so  hot,  the  evenings  are  preferable,  the  day 
sun  havuog  warmed  but  not  heated  the  water,  and 
his  glare  becoming  mellowed  or  subdued.  In  de- 
cidedly cold  stormy  days,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  they  take  best,  of  course,  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  When  the  air  looks  blue  on  a  frosty  evening, 
there  is  good  chance  of  a  fish  rising ;  but  when  the 
mountains  are  veiled  in  their  misty  drapery  it  is  a 
very  unpropitious  sign.  A  brilliant  day  at  the 
first  of  the  season  is  not  good,  especially  for  red 
fish  ;  a  rough  wind  is  best  then.  In  spring,  change 
from  larger  to  smaller  flies ;  in  autumn,  from  less 
to  larger.-  Always  fish'  with  larger  flies  in  the 
evening  than  in  the  daytime;  but  do  not  apply 


this  rule  to  the  early  morning.  At  the  opening  of 
the  season  even  clean  fish  much  frequent  quiet 
water  at  the  tail  of  the  pools. 

In  boat-fishing  a  salmon  pool,  begin  at  the  foot ; 
throw  straight  out  across  stream  (not  a  point  down, 
as  from  the  bank) ;  and  by  making  the  boatman 
row  slightly  aslant,  and  away  from  the  pool,  as  it 
were  sloping  up  stream,  you  have  beautiful  com- 
mand of  your  tackle.  The  fly  plays  longer  on  the 
water,  and  by  following  the  motion  of  the  boat 
rises  the  fish  better,  and,  lastly,  by  keeping  the 
line  "stent"  hooks  more  surely.  In  repeating 
each  cast,  always  make  the  boatman  work  closer 
to  the  pool,  starting  away  from  it  again  as  soon  as 
the  fly  is  delivered.  When  stream-fishing,  especially 
if  the  current  is  strong,  you  must  begin  at  the  tap 
and  fish  down  as  from  the  bank ;  but  in  so  domg 
the  salmon  can  more  easily  detect  the  boat. 
Shoxild  the  water  be  fine  and  clear,  all  river  boat- 
fishing  is  apt  to  scare  fish,  if  clean,  into  the  pools 
above ;  and  even  red  or  grey  fish  will  creep  down 
into  the  pools  below. 

Hooked  fish  fresh  from  the  sea,  however,  are  apt 
to  turn  down  stream  and  dash  through  rapids  and 
cataracts.  My  two  hardest  races  down  the  Dee 
were  with  salmon  only  a  day  or  two  out  of  the  salt 
water.  They  spim  through  a  succession  of  torrents, 
and  the  footing  on  my  side  of  the  river  being 
nothing  but  ragged  rocks,  the  sight  of  smooth 
water  at  the  end  of  the  rapids  was  very  welcome. 
I  have  a  pretty  vivid  recollection  of  having  my  fun 
for  reward  at  the  close  of  one  of  these  bursts.  When 
the  fish  was  half  out  of  the  water,  on  the  sloping 
bank,  I  desired  a  young  companion  to  lift  it  ashore. 


Hinall,  will  often  make  salmon  shy.  There  is  no 
j  more  killing  bait  for  trolling  than  gold  or  silver 
fish  ;  but  from  their  gay  look,  if  salmon  do  not 
bolt  at  them,  they  will  bolt  //owthem.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  salted  herring-fry.  When  salinoa- 
get  accustomed  to  their  bright  glare,  they  fly  the 
X^arts  of  the  river  where  they  are  used. 
!  The  wholesale  net-murder,  in  some  of  our  best 
rod-rivers,  must  have  been  noticed  with  disgust  by 
all  salmon-anglers.  If  a  remedy  is  not  found  to 
this  slaughter,  the  rod-fisher's  occupation  will  soon 
be  gone.  The  lower  fishings  suffer  first,  the  dearth 
of  fish  gradually  extending  to  the  higher.  As  long 
as  the  run  continues,  of  course  the  lower  stations 
have  the  first  chance.  The  sport  is  then  often 
good ;  but  when  the  run  ceases  the  tables  are 
turned.  I  have  then  seen  tlie  lower  water  nearly 
empty,  when  there  was  good  sport  twelve  miles 
above.  The  reason  is  sufficiently  plain.  The  first 
of  "the  run"  rush  to  the  top  of  the  river,  and 
occupy  it ;  those  that  follow  take  possession  of  the 
next  pools  and  streams  ;  and  so  on  till  the  run  is 
exhausted.  In  former  years,  at  the  proper  season, 
nearly  the  whole  river  was  tenanted  by  these  "  back 
fish."  How  stands  the  case  now  ?  When  the 
run  stops,  scarcely  the  half  of  some  of  our  finest 
salmon  or  grilse  rivers  have  a  fair  complement  of 
"  back  fish,"  while  only  a  meagre  sprinkling  con- 
d>escend  to  inhabit  the  lower  water,  how  inviting 
soever  both  stream  and  pool  may  appear.  I  have 
often  noted  this  on  the  Dee,  where,  at  the  end  of  a 
salmon  or  grilse  run,  the  sport  was  good  at  Ballogie 
and  Aboyne,  while  there  was  scarcely  a  fin  near 
Banchory. 


The  Tunny  [see  letter  from  A.  W, 


In  doing  so  the  salmon  slipped  through  the  small 
fingers.  In  defiance  of  me  and  my  screams,  the 
single  gut  was  seized,  of  course  snapped,  and  the 
fish,  an  eleven-pounder,  lolloped  back  into  the 
river.  I  barely  saved  him,  for  the  moment  my 
little  girl  clutched  the  line  I  threw  down  the  rod, 
stood  ready  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  by  a  strong 
pitch ''of  both  hands  hea,ved  him  ashore. 

I  was  not  so  fortunate  with  a  grilse  a  few  months 
later.  I  had  risen  at  four,  and  after  killing  three 
fish  hooked  the  grilse  in  the  last  pool  I  meant  to 
try.  As  I  never  use  a  gaff  if  I  can  help  it,  I  had 
led  my  victim  over  several  shallows,  stranding  him 
at .  the  end  of  a  ready  little  creek.  My  rod  was 
comfortably  grounded,  and  I  was  within  a  yard  of 
grasping  the  captive,  when  its  hold  broke.  The 
moment  the  fish  felt  free,  it  seemed  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  half-a-dozen  harlequins.  Clearing  the 
tiny  bay  like  quicksih'er,  carefully  avoiding  an  in- 
viting deep  which  would  have  ensured  its  destruc- 
tion, the  wonderful  instinct  of  the  creature  guided 
it  through  a  succession  of  intricate  shallows,  and 
in  spite  of  my  kicks  it  gained  the  channel  of  the 
river.  I  had  the  curiosity  twice  to  examine  this 
place,  and  had  I  not  proved  it  could  scarcely  have 
believeel  that  any  fish  had  wit  enough  to  extricate 
itself  from  such  a  dilemma.  What  chiefly  excited 
my  wonder  was  that  a  fish  in  such  a  peril  should 
have  purposely  avoided  deep  water  for  shallows 
which  it  was  so  unlikely  ever  to  thread.  The 
shallows,  however,  led  to  the  body  of  the  river,  and 
to  freedom,  while  the  tempting  deeps,  being  en- 
closed on  every  side,  were  certain  captivity  and  death. 

In  clear  water,  two  flies  on  your  cast,  unless 


-  A  scarcity  of  fish  is  a  still  greater  drawback  at.; 
the  end  of  summer  and  beginnmg  of  autimm.  At 
that  season  all  the  finest  salmon  take  possessiori  of  . 
their  pools  for  the  winter,  and  are  called  "  potted 
fish."    Of  course  they  are  always  at  home — may  be 
easily  risen — but  are  far  more  shy  of  takmg  hoM 
than  fresh-run  fish.    If  they  do  fasten  thej'  often 
hook  slightly.    An  indifferent  angler  may  move 
them  day  after  day  and  scarcely  fix  one.    There  is' 
fine  scope,  however,  for  a  scientific  craftsman,  who, 

\  by  judiciously  tjing  or  selecting  flies  to  suit  the 
varying  moods  of  the  water,  and  choosing  the  most 
propitious  weather  and  time  of  day  for  fishing, 
generally  secures  a  fair  proportion  of  these,  the 
largest  salmon  in  the  river.  It  is  most  tantalising 
to  see  an  autmnnal  leviathan  floimder  up,  tumble  ' 
over  the  fly  and  never  even  touch  it. 

At  the  end  of  August,  when  the  Dee  was  dwindled 
to  a  thread,  and  the  salmon  fairly  "  set  up  "  for 
some  time,  I  rose  an  old  fish  about  dusk  with  a 
sombre  small  fly.  After  waiting  till  nearly  dark,  I 
fastened  the  same  fly  to  the  thinnest  trout  gut,  and 
soon  fixed  him.  Instead  of  turning  down  stream, 
as  he  would  most  likely  have  done  if  fresh-run,  he 
bored  up  agamst  a  confined  rapid  cm-rent,  the 
weight  of  which  was  too  much  for  my  slender 
tackle  and  snapped  it.    Early  next  morning  I  was 

I  at  my  friend  again,  armed  with  the  purest  salmon 
gut.  The  sky  was  cloudless,  and  while  deliberating 
whether  to  run  the  risk  of  disgusting  him  with  the 
stronger  tackle  he  flapped  his  head  and  shoulder 
above  water.  This,  with  the  bright  sun  and  clear 
river,  decided  me.  Discarding  the  salmon  gut,  I 
whipped  on  a  gossamer  cast  again,  hooked  and  lost 
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him  in  the  same  way !  I  never  saw  this  fish  again, 
and  as  he  had  two  hooks  and  gut  lengths  attached 
to  his  jaw  no  doubt  he  was  frightened  out  of  the 
pool. 

When  the  water  was  in  much  better  trim,  I 
fixed  another  of  these  old  fish  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.    Being  but  tenderly  hooked  he  soon  slipjoed 
off.    I  tried  him  at  five  o'clock  next  morning — 
hooked  him  firmly — and,  after  some  very  spirited 
play,  his  hold  broke  -when  I  was  leading  him  un- 
resistingly through  the  shallow.    The  day  follow- 
ing, about  two  o'clock,  I  was  at  this  pool,  with 
little  hope  of  success.     To  my  suri:)rise,  I  fairly 
hooked  and  landed  the  same  salmon.     Some,  I 
-know,  will  shake  their  heads,  with  "  A  different 
j  fish  no  doubt."    My  proofs  to  the  contrary  are 
■strong.    First,  it  was  so  early  in  the  autumn  that 
there  were  very  few  salmon  much  discoloured  by 
the  fresh  water,  and  no  potted  ones  that  I  had  yet 
seen.    At  the  very  first  rise  I  noted  how  much  he 
"was  darkened  by  being  long  in  the  river,  and  saw 
■at  once  he  had  chosen  his  winter  pool.  Next, 
when  hooked  both  the  former  times,  I  calculated 
his   weight   between   101b.  and   121b. ;   when  I 
secured  him,  he  almost  touched  the  111b.  Lastly, 
he  never  left  the  pool  at  all — was  finally  killed  in 
it — and  no  other  fish  sitjiplied  his  place.    This  I 
made  sure  of  by  constantly  throwing  a  cast  over 
the  pool  in  passing,  and  fishing  it  blank  to  the  end 
of  the  season.  Upon  mentioning  these  facts  shortly 
■after  to  a  Dee  angler  of  thirty  years'  practice,  he 
capped  them  by  a  feat  of  his  own,  well  known  to 
the  old  fishers  of  the  place.    He  hooked  a  151b. 
fish  at  Banchory  Bridge — worked  him  for  half  an 
hour — and  lost  him,  when  quite  done  up,  by  a 
piece  of  the  gill   giving  way,  which   he  found 
attached  to  the  hook.    Next  day  he  again  hooked 
a  salmon  in  the  same  cast,  and  soon  noticed  a 
white  mark  on  his  lip.    When  brought  to  land, 
there  was  a  hole  corresponding  exactly  to  the  bit 
of  gill  on  his  hook  the  day  before. 

Another  weU  authenticated  Dee-side  story  of 
former  days  was  told  me.  An  old  General  hooked 
a  salmon  which  ran  out  all  his  reel-line.  The 
important  knot  at  the  line  end  had  been  neglected, 
so  he  helplessly  witnessed  its  disappearance  through 
the  rings  into  the  rapid  current.  Buefully  wander- 
ing back,  he  got  a  glimpse  of  some  line  floating'  in 
a  quiet  bay,  about  a  mile  below  the  place  where 
he  lost  the  fish.  It  was  easily  seized,  brought 
through  the  rings  again  -with  great  deliberation, 
and,  of  course,  well  knotted.  In  winding  up,  to 
his  surprise  the  salmon  was  still  attached  to  the 
fly,  and  easily  landed. 


MURTON'S  "ANGLEES'  GUIDE  TO 
THE  NOETH  GOUNTEY  AND 
BOEDEELAND." 


Where  can  I  go  to  get  some  trout  fishing  ?  This 
is  a  question  which  is  never  so  frequently  asked  as 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  it  gets  every  year  more 
difficult  to  answer,  especially  when  the  inquirer 
wants  to  get  his  fishing  within  an  hour  or  two's 
'railway  journey  of  London.  For  those  who  can 
go  farther  a  field  for  their  fishing  we  do  not  know 
any  district  better  worth  a  visit  at  this  time  of 
year  than  that  of  the  Border  country,  nor  do  we 
•know  any  better  guide  to  it  than  that  published 
and  supplied  gratuitously  to  his  customers  by  Mr. 
Henry  A.  Murton,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle 
maker  of  Grey-street  and  Market-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne.  With  the  guide  Mr.  Murton 
gives  a  large  scale  map  of  all  that  delightful 
coimtry  between  York  and  Berwick  on  the  east 
and  Lancaster  and  Linlithgow  on  the  west; 
merely  to  look  at  this  map  makes  one  long  for 
a  free  fortnight.  Here  are  the  names  of  some  of 
the  sweetest  trout  streams  in  the  world — Wans- 
beck,  North  and  South  Tyne,  Coquet,  Aln,  Bow- 
moHt,  Colledge,  Glen,  Till,  Tweed,  Yarrow,  Leader, 
Teviot,  Ettrick,  Whitadder,  Eden,  Liddle,  Moffat, 
Annan,  Nith.  Useful  particulars  about  these  and 
many  other  streams  are  given  in  a  very  pleasant 
style  by  Mr.  Murton.  Of  course  he  is  careful  to 
point  out  where  the  fishing  is  in  private  hands, 
also  where  it  has  deteriorated  through  poaching 
and  pollutions  from  mines  and  towns,  but  there 
are  many  hundreds  of  miles  of  river  and  brook 
which  will  well  repay  the  angler's  delightful  toil, 
and  not  merely  in  trout,  but  by  taking  him  into 
districts  unsurpassed  for  natural  beauty,  the  most 
romantic   battle   ground  of  chivalry,  and  where 


clean  and  cool  comfort  can  be  had  at  most  moderate 
charges  at  inns  which  Shenstone  would  have 
revelled  in. 

But  Mr.  Murton  also  gives  some  "  Hints  on 
Entomology  for  Fly  Fishers,"  with  lists  of  the 
standard  flies  for  the  district,  and  then  many  pages 
of  illustrated  description  of  his  large  and  varied 
stock  of  everything  an  angler  is  likely  to  require. 

It  is  a  list  which  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
angler's  hbrary ;  but  we  would  suggest  to  Mr. 
Murton  that  his  binder  has  made  it  less  useful 
than  it  might  be  as  a  work  of  reference  by  carefully 
leaving  the  back  of  the  cover  blank,  so  when  it  is 
put  into  a  shelf  with  other  books  it  is  simply  lost — 
you  cannot  remember  the  subject  of  a  book  simply 
from  seeing  a  sti-ip  of  blank  cloth. 


ME.  DAVID  SLATER'S  CATALOGUE. 


A  VERY  nicely  got  up  catalogue  of  his  high  class 
fishing  rods,  reels,  etc.,  comes  to  us  from  Mr. 
David  Slater,  and  having  so  recently  noticed  his 
exhibit  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  it  is  un- 
necessary to  go  over  the  ground  again.  We  see 
that  he  still  quotes  the  notices  we  gave  him  of  his 
things  twenty  years  ago — notices  which  we  have 
never  had  the  least  reason  to  regret  having  given. 
Here  is  one,  for  instance,  dated  Dec.  20,  1884  : — 

"  Mr.  Slater,  fishing-tackle  maker,  Newark-on- 
Trent,  has  sent  us  what  we  cannot  but  consider— 
at  the  price — a  marvel  of  rod-making.  It  is  a 
three-joint  pike  rod  with  snake  rings  and  winch 
fittings,  the  joints  half  brazed.  This  rod  is  made 
of  the  best  greenheart  from  end  to  end.  It  is  very 
light  and  powerful,  provided  with  stoppers  and 
partition  bag,  the  whole,  price  12s.  6d.,  and  you 
can  have  it  in  four  joints,  or  stouter  or  lighter,  as 
you  choose.  Mr.  Slater  evidently  believes  in  small 
profits  and  quick  returns." 

And  Mr.  Slater  has  always  most  handsomely 
acknowledged  the  good  which  his  business  has 
received  through  the  j^ublicity  given  to  it  by  the  : 
Fishing  Gazette. 


BY  LAKE  AND  STEEAM  IN  NOVA 
SCOTIA. 


By  Nepos. 

A  GLANCE  at  the  map  of  Nova  Scotia,  covered  as 
it  is  with  almost  a  perfect  network  of  lakes  and 
streams,  would  be  likely,  I  imagine,  to  evoke  the 
remark  from  any  stranger  who  was  a  follower  of  the 
gentle  Izaak,  "what  a  country  that  must  be  for 
fishing!"  and  he  would  not  be  very  far  astray  in 
this  conjectiu-e.  It  is  by  no  means  a  bad  one  to-day 
in  that  respect,  while  the  story  of  its  excellence  iii 
bygone  years  has  been  handed  down  from  father  to 
son  "  wtth  piscatorial  bent  inclined,"  until  it  has  long 
since  passed  into  a  proverb.  I  have  heard  from  old 
sportsmen,  men  whose  veracity  was  unimpeachable, 
tales  of  their  prowess  in  the  golden  days  by  stream 
and  lakeside  that  almost  made  one  envious  of  their 
luck  in  being  born  so  much  earlier  in  the  century 
than  oneself.  Palmy  days  they  were  for  the  fly 
fisher  when  the  rivers  ran  their  course  uninterrupted 
to  the  sea  ;  when  brooks  connecting  lake  with  lake 
were  unobstructed,  and  fish  moved  hither  and 
thither  of  their  own  sweet  will,  and  propagating  their 
kind  \mmolested,  multiplied  .in  goodly  numbers. 

One  of  my  informants,  well  known  about  the 
countryside  as  a  thoroughly  good  all-round  sports- 
man (alas  1  now  gone  to  join  the  great  majority), 
told  me  of  his  first  visit  in  the  early  forties  to  the 
Musquadoboit — in  the  Micmac  language  Musqua- 
dohoin,  river  of  plenty — thirty  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  the  city  of  Halifax.  To-day,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  a  railroad  runs  in  that  direction  ;  but  at 
.  the  time  of  Ills  journey  thither  a  vehicle  of  some 
sort  carried  him  for  twenty  miles  to  where  the  road 
ended,  and  the  remaining  ten  were  tramped  through 
the  bush  with  his  impedimenta  packed  on  two  poles 
like  elongated  shafts,  between  which  was  attached 
an  ox — a  primitive  mode  of  carrying  one's  belong- 
ings still  in  vogue  among  the  Indians  on  the  plains, 
only  that  a  cayuse  does  the  hauling  in  lieu  of  le 
hcenf  stupide.  However,  he  camped  on  the  river 
for  a  week,  and  in  that  time  he  assured  me  he  killed 
with  rod  and  line  fifty-two  salmon,  emphasising 
the  conclusion  of  his  narrative  by  the  addenda : 

"  And,  upon  my  honour,  I  beUeve  I  must  have 
hooked  and  lost  as  many  more." 

Fancy  rising  to  one's  fly  each  day  for  a  week 


over  a  baker's  dozen  of  the  lordly  Sahtio  saJar  fresh 
rim  from  the  sea.  A  goodly  recompense  for  wielding 
the  heavy  rod,  methinks — for.  rods  were  heavy  in 
those  days. 

But  soon  after  the  period  at  which  my  friend 
had  such  capital  fishing,  evil  days  fell  upon  these 
noble  streams  that  Dame  Nature  had  so  bountifully 
plenished.  There  came  a  big  boom  in  shipbuilding 
and  in  exporting  lumber,  and  mills  were  erected  in 
all  directions.  Never  a  thought  or  a  care  had  the 
millowner  for  the  fish,  and  dams  everywhere  stopped 
the  passage  of  the  finny  tribes.  So  great  was  the 
demand  for  sawn  tunber  that  scores  of  little  brooks 
even  boasted  their  "  jackkhife  "  mills.  Sawdust, 
edgmgs,  and  other  rubbish  dumped  into  the  water 
mightily  assisted  in  making  a  general  blockade. 
The  fisheries  were  at  this  time  in  the  charge  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions — a  board  of  magistrates  in  each 
coimtj' — many  of  the  members  of  which  ■w^ere 
themselves  millers ;  and  although  laws  existed 
directing,  under  a  penalty  for  non-compliance,  that 
structures  across  a  stream  should  have  a  fish  pass, 
they  were  never  put  in  force.  Illicit  netting  and 
spearing,  too,  were  carried  on  unchecked  in  unob- 
structed waters,  and  lawlessness — so  far  as  the  fish 
were  concerned — prevailed  generally. 

And  then  as  time  went  on  there  began  to  be 
perceived  a  scarcity  of  sea  fish  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  coasts  where  formei-ly  they  were 
plentiful  which  could  not  be  accounted  for  at  first. 
Afterwards  the  cause  became  apparent.  Salmon, 
sea  trout,  and  gaspereaux  or  alewives,  that  nature 
directed  to  leave  the  salt  water  for  the  fresh  water 
to  deposit  their  spawn,  were  unable  to  ascend  the 
rivers  for  this  purpose,  and  an  utter  absence  of  the 
young  fry  which  formerly  swum  in  countless 
'millions  in  the  bays  and  hai-bours  ensued.  These 
constituted  the  chief  attraction  to  the  codfish, 
mackerel,  haddock,  and  other  fish  that  came  in 
to  feed  upon  thein,  and  the  inducement  no  longer 
existing,  the  predaceous  tribes  sought  other  places 
where  this  sjiecies  of  food  was  more  abimdant. 
Matters  were  assuming  a  serious  aspect.  Then 
was  organised  in  Halifax  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  Fish  and  Game ;  but  the  society 
was  neither  rich  nor  powerful  enough  to  cope 
successfully  with  all  the  evils,  although  the 
members  gave  both  time  and  money  to  endeavour 
to  have  the  laws  carried  out. 

But  in  1867  the  confederation  of  all  the  provinces 
took  place,  and  with  that  imion  came  a  change  for 
the  better.  Fishery  overseers  and  wardens  were 
appointed  by  the  Federal  Government  all  over  the 
country,  stringent  measures  were  adopted  for 
enforcing  a  close  season,  also  for  the  proper  and 
lawful  setting  of  nets,  as  well  as  for  making-  it 
imperative  on  e'very  millovmer  to  have  a  suitable 
fish  pass  in  his  dam  or  pay  a  heavy  penalty.  '  So 
that  to-day,  with  free  passage  for  the  fish  to  ascend, 
in  ■  addition  to  the  material  aid  rendered  by  the 
several  hatcheries  in  restocking,  the  I'ivers  have 
shown  such  marked  improvement  that  salmon,  sea- 
trout,  and  alewives  are  now  taken  in  many  of  them 
that  before  had  been  stigiuatised  as  barren  waters. 

The  trout  {Salmo  fontimil is)  in  the  lake  during  the 
reign  of  misrule  did  not  sufl'er  so  much.  Sweeping 
with  nets,  and  excessive  fishing  through  the  ice  at 
the  end  of  winter,  had  nearly  exterminated  the  fish 
in  a  few  of  them  ;  but  these  methods  having  been 
stopped  they  have  picked  up  again  wonderfully.  In 
some  localities,  especially  near  the  sea  coast,  it  was 
a  common  practice  during  the  month  of  March  for 
parties  to  cut  a  number  of  lioles  in  the  ice,  put  down 
a  quantity  of  bait,  which  was  left  for  some  days  to 
attract  the  trout  thither  in  a  bodj',  and  then  the 
poachers  would  return  and  set  to  work  to  catch 
e\-erything  that  would  bite  at  their  hooks,  from 
fingerliugs  upward,  to  ship  to  market.  And  worth- 
less things  the  trout  were  when  caught.  They  were 
not  half  "  mended,"  as  the  phrase  goes,  from  the 
natural  exhaustion  consequent  on  late  spawning 
the  i^revious  autumn,  and  were  neither  good  to  eat 
nor  in  looks.  Old  Izaak  WaltOn  knew  what  he  was 
talking  about  when  he  discoursed  long  years  ago  on 
the  condition  of  trout  at  that  season.  He  said  in 
his  quaint  way  : — 

"  You  are  to  note  that  till  the  sun  gets  to  such  a 
height  as  'to  warm  the  earth  and,  the  water,  the 
trout  is  sick,  and  lean,  and  lousj-,  and  unwhole- 
some ;  for  you  shall  in  winter  find  him  to  have  a 
big  head,  and  then  to  be  lank,  and  thin,  and  lean  ; 
at  which  time  many  of  them  have  sticking  on 
them  sugs  or  trout  lice."    -  ' 

The  Sahno  fontinnlis  is  never  very  fit  in  Nova 
Scotia  until  the  glut  on  the  caddis  of  the  May  Fly 
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is  over,  then  he  just  begins  to  get  into  condition, 
and  becomes  fatter  when  that  fly  is  in  abundance 
on  the  water.  It  is  a  perfectly  black  insect,  body, 
legs,  wings,  and  all,  with  three  long  black  hairs  by 
"way  of  a  tail.  The  flies  literally  swarm  over  every 
Vbrook  and  lake  during  the  brief  period  of  their 
existence. — American  Field. 

{To  be  continued.) 


OUR  SEA  FISHERIES  AND  THE  MEASURES 
TO  BE  ADOPTED  TO  ARREST  THEIR 
DECAY. 


At  fhe  annual  general  meeting  of  the  flourishing 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers  a  paper  on  the  above 
subject  was  given  by  Mr.  Stewart,  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  society. 

At  the  outset  Mr.  Stewart  pointed  out  that,  naturally 
interesting  as  the  subject  must  be  to  them  as  anglers, 
he  thought  it  also  of  very  great  importance  from  a 
national  point  of  view. 

As  a  question  of  food  supply  he  showed  that  during 
last  year  fish,  of  no  less  value  than  £9,600,000  were 
landed  on  our  shores,  and  to  supply  that  demand  it 
was  necessary  for  our  boats  to  go  so  far  afield,  in  many 
instances,  as  the  shores  of  Iceland,  notwithstanding 
-that  nature  had  afforded  us,  in<  our  own  shores, 
probably  what  were  the  finest  fishing  grormds  in 
Europe. 

Again,  with  a  Royal  Navy  which  comprised  some 
105,000  men  and  boys  as  seamen,  we  had  to  face  year 
by  year  a  considerable  decrease  in  their  numbers 
•rendered  inevitable  by  wear  and  tear,  time  expired 
men,  etc.,  and  he  considered  we  should  look  upon  our 
fisheries  as  affording  us  a  valuable  nursery  for  the  up- 
keep of  the  personnel  of  our  first  line  of  defence.  We 
could  not  plaice  much  reliance  in  this  respect  upon  our 
mercantile  marine,  for,  if  we  were  to  judge  from  the 
disclosures  at  the  recent  Primrose  Hill  inquiry,  the 
-majority  of  the  sailors  under  the  red  ensign  were 
foreigners.  Last  year  we  had  some  24,000  boats 
manned  by  110,000  fishermen,  every  man  of  whom  was 
an  Englishman. 

Dealing  with  the  undoubted'  decrease  of  fish  on  our 
coasts,  and  briefly  touching  upon  some  of  the  causes, 
such  as  pollution  of  many  of  our  harbours  and 
estuaries,  the  speaker  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
most  prolific  causes  were  the  absence  practically  of 
any  close  season  and  over  fishing.  Government  had, 
from  time  to  time,  attempted  to  deal  with  the  difficulty, 
and  the  most  important  step  they  had  taken  was  in 
1888,  when  they  formed  sea  fisheries'  districts  and 
local  fisheries'  committees  within  the  territorial  waters 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  local  fisheries  committees 
had  power  to  make  bye-la,ws  (subject  to  confirmation 
'  by  Board  of  Trade)  regulating  or  prohibiting  the  use 
of  instruments  for  the  capture  of  sea  fish,  the  deposit 
of  rubbish,  etc.,  on  fishing  grounds,  etc. 

Unfortunately  these  boards,  which  were  elected 
bodies,  suffered  from  the  bogey  of  politics,  and  the 
very  fact  of  a  few  votes  being  likely  to  be  influenced 
deterred  many  of  their  members  from  taking  necessary 
though  drastic,  measures  within  the  powers  given  them 
by  Parliament,  which  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the 
local  fisheries. 

Some  of  these  committees  happily  had  been  powerful 
enough  to  withstand  such  sinister  influences,  and  had 
tackled  the  question  in  a  thorough  manner.  A  notable 
instance  was  the  Lancashire  and  Western  Sea  Fisheries 
District  Committee,  holding  jurisdiction  over  some  six 
hundred  square-  miles  of  territorial  waters,  embracing 
from  Haverigg  Point  in  Cumberland  to  Kemmaes 
Head  in  the  South  of  Glamoi-ganshire.  Originally 
composed  of  members  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  they  had  exercised  their  powers  in  a  business- 
like way.  The  first  thing  they  did  was  to  hold  local 
inquiries,  and  from  information  thereby  obtained  they 
proceeded  to  frame  their  bye-laws.  Increasing  the 
size  of  the  meshes  of  the  nets,  closing  some  three 
square  miles  to  any  kind  of  fishing  but  drift  nets  and 
line  fishing,  close  supervision  by  their  numerous  staff, 
who  had  at  their  disposal  a  large  steamer  and  several 
sailing  boats,  had  resulted  after  some  ten  j'ears'  trial 
of  their  scheme  in  a  great  improvement  of  the  fishing 
in  the  district,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  second-class  boats  (under  fifteen  tons)  had  more 
than  doubled,  and  the  annual  earnings  of  the  fishermen 
considerably  increased. 

The  shrimp  trawler  was  responsible  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  more  immature  fish  than  any  other.  As 
instances  of  this,  Mr.  Stewart  gave  the  following 
particulars : — One  hour's  drag  with  shrimp  trawl  on 
first  occasion  yielded,  besides  shrimps,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  small  whiting  ;  at  same  time  and  place, 
the  second  hour's  drag  yielded,  in  addition  to  other 
small  fish,  nine  hundred  and  eleven  undersized  soles. 

A  recent  experimental  haul  (February  last),  ordinary 
shrimp  trawl,  one  hour's  drag,  resulted"  in  the  capture 
of  thirteen  quarts  of  shrimps  (value,  say,  7s.  6d.)  and 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  small 
fish.    He  thought  they  would  agi-ee  with  him  wben 


he  §aid  that  we  had  here  the  most  prolific  cause  of 
destruction  of  immature  fish,  for  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  daily  there  were  hundreds  of  these  small 
shrimp  boats  fishing  hours  at  a  stretch,  and  the  worst 
feature  was  that  the  shrimper  fished  in  comjjaratively 
shallow  water — exactly  those  spots  which  were  the 
breeding  places  of  the  fish.  It  was  a  question  whether 
shrimping  should  not  be  prohibited  altogether ;  at  any 
rate,  the  shrimper  should  be  prevented  from  catching 
any  other  fish  than  shrimps.  Allowing  him  to  take 
other  fish  made  any  regulations  as  to  size  of  mesh  a 
farce,  for  a  shrimp  trawl  could  be  made  that  would 
catch  any  fish  that  came  into  it,  and  need  not  have  a 
trap  or  pocket. 

I'arliament  should  make  it  illegal  to  expose  for  sale 
undersized  fish.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  make 
the  professional  fisherman  understand  that  a  small 
and  consequently  almost  valueless  fish  returned  to 
the  water  is  not  lost  for  ever.  He  fails  to  appreciate 
that  when  caught  a  year  or  two  later  it  will  be  pro- 
portionately ever  so  mtich  more  valuable.  A  friend 
of  mine,  added  the  speaker,  some  little  time  ago 
examined  a  couple  of  large  boxes  of  soles  exposed  for 
sale  at  Billingsgate,  and  found  not  one  fish  of  seven 
inches  length.  These  had  been  caught  by  Harwich 
shrimpers. 

There  was  no  doubt  but  that  fish  were  daily  be- 
coming scarcer,  and  as  a  remedy  he  would  suggest — 

1.  That  shrimping  be  absolutely  prohibited  within 
the  three-mile  limit. 

2.  That  no  net  be  allowed  between  June  1  and  the 
middle  of  October  vrtth  less  than  a  six-inch  mesh — 
that  is,  one-and-a-half  inch  each  side  of  the  gauge — 
and  less  than  seven  inches  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  A  six-inch  mesh  would  take  half-pound  soles  and 
dabs  and  plaice  quite  small  enough,  and  it  would  let 
nice  codling  and  whiting  through.  The  codling,  in  his 
opinion,  like  the  salmon  smolt,  was  far  more  valuable 
when  captured  as  a  codfish.  In  October  the  soles 
proceeded  to  sea,  so  there  was  no  necessity  for  using 
the  smaller-meshed  net  afterwards. 

3.  To  make  illegal  the  exposure  for  sale  of  any 
undersized  fish. 

But  for  the  hour  being  late,  the  speaker  said  that  he 
should  like  to  have  called  attention  to  the  progress 
made  in  artificial  sea  hatching,  for  this  had  now 
become  a  branch  of  practical  pisciculture,  and  had 
passed  bej'oud  the  sphere  of  experiment.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  that  if  the  twelve  or  thirteen  sea  fisheries' 
committees  would  look  to  this  system  of  returning  to 
nature  a  portion  of  what  had  been  taken  away  in 
somewhat  similar  manner  to  the  system  pursued  by 
the  scientific  agriculturist,  and  if  the  baby  fish  were 
only  guarded  and  protected  on  their  nursery  grounds 
they,  as  sea  anglers,  should  find  excellent  sport  along 
the  coasts ;  their  fishermen  would  make  a  better  wage, 
and  the  masses  would  benefit  by  an  increased  and 
cheaper  food  fish  supply. 

In  the  discussion  that  took  place  it  was  stated  that 
the  fishing  in  the  local  river  (Orwell)  had  greatly 
improved  since  a  stop  had  been  put  to  the  depredations 
of  the  trawler,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  Dovercourt 
Bay  would  afford  a  splendid  sanctuary  or  nursery- 
ground. 

A  resolution,  calling  on  the  local  M.P.'s  to  support 
Mr.  Maconochie's  Bill  prohibiting  the  sale  of  under- 
sized fish,  and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill  for  a  trout 
close  season  in  Scotland,  was  unanimously  passed. 

It  was  thought  that  if  all  angling  societies,  whether 
salt  or  fresh  water,  would  send  similar  resolutions  to 
their  local  members  of  Parliament  much  good  would 
ensue. 


SALMON  FISHING  UNDER 
DIFFICULTIES. 


Every  year  Newfoundland,  as  a  great  sporting 
country,  is  becoming  better  known.  Facilities  for 
travelling  are  greatly  improved.  A  railway  crosses  the 
island,  and  the  fast  palace  steamer  Bruce  connects  the 
colony  with  the  American  continent.  In  his  delightful 
book  "  Hurrah,  for  the  life  of  a  Sailor,"  my  old  friend. 
Admiral  Sir  W.  R.  Kennedy,  R.N.,  has  borne  testimony 
to- the  island's  value,  both  for  fishing  and  shooting. 
The  gallant  sailor  author  is  recognised  as  the  best 
all-round  sporting  man  in  the  "  Queen's  Navee."  He 
can  handle  not  only  the  rod  and  the  gun  but  the  pen 
and  the  brush.  As  a  teller  of  good  yarns  he  has  few 
rivals.  I  do  not  consider,  however,  that  he  has  done 
full  justice  to  one  of  ray  stories  which  he  quotes  in  his 
book.  During  the  fishing  season  the  naval  officers  act 
as  justices  of  the  peace  on  the  treaty  shore  of  New- 
foundland. I  once  asked  an  old  fisherman  how  he  got 
on  with  these  marine  dispensers  of  the  law.  "Well," 
he  said,  "  the  navy  justice  is  a  very  nice  man  ;  you  goes 
to  'em  and  tells  'em  yoiu-  story  and  he  takes  it  all  down 
in  a  book.  '  Now  my  good  man,  says  he,  be  there  any 
good  Ashing  about  yere  ?  '  and  you  tells  'em  about  the 
salmon  and  trout ;  then  he  axes  about  the  deer.  '  Now 
my  good  man,  he  says,  you  come  aboard  the  ship 
to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock  with  your  witnesses.' 
Next  morning  bright  and  early  you  goes  to  the 
harbour,  and  naval  justice  he  be  gone  off  up  the  brook 


with  all  hands."  But  I  must  tell  my  own  yarn. 
Newfoundland  abounds  with  lakes  and  streams,  salmon, 
sea  and  brown  trout  are  abundant  everywhere.  There 
arc  no  predatory  fish  in  the  inland  waters  like  pike, 
etc.,  and  the  immense  quantities  of  trout  to  bo  found 
in  every  lake  and  stream  are  no  doubt  due  to  this 
cause.  Until  recently,  the  salmon  rarely  ran  over  121b., 
but  this  year  the  Hon.  R.  C.  N.  Gatliorne  Hardy,  R.N., 
caught  several  fish  in  Grand  River  Codroy  from  201b. 
to  251b.  Mr.  Ernest  Whiteway  killed  one  in  Harrys 
Brook  of  351b. ;  the  rivers  being  somewhat  better 
looked  after  may  account  for  this  improvement.  I 
candidly  admit  that  river  protection  in  the  colony 
leaves  much  to  be  desired  ;  however,  the  Government 
are  making  some  stir,  and  in  time  they  will  realise  the 
immense  value  of  these  fisheries.  About  twenty 
years  ago  I  made  a  trip  with  a  mercantile  friend 
in  one  of  the  steamers  to  the  south-west  coast  of  the 
island.  It  was  the  grouse  shooting  time  in  September, 
and  I  had  brought  with  me  a  beautiful  English  setter. 
The  dog  had  one  terrible  defect — he  was  as  timid  as  a 
hare,  and  on  my  first  trip  to  the  moors  ho  got 
frightened  and  ran  off  to  parts  unknown.  A  fisherman 
recovered  him  for  me  some  three  weeks  later,  looking 
like  a  perfect  skeleton.  Well,  to  hunt  for  grouse  in 
Newfoundland  barrens  vsdthout  a  dog  is  like  looking 
for  a  needle  in  a  bundle  of  hay,  so  I  had  to  give  it  up. 
I  did  not  care  to  remain  idle,  so  I  asked  my  host,  the 
telegraph  repairer  at  this  lonely  spot,  bottom  of  Bay 
du  Nord,  what  I  could  do.  Well,  he  said,  I  see  you 
have  a  salmon  fly  in  your  cap ;  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  up  the  river. 

Well,  up  the  river,  or  brook  'as  it  is  called,  we 
wended  our  way.  I  never  had  such  an  awful  walk  in 
my  life.  To  keep  myself  dry  I  had  borrowed  a  pair 
of  the  repairer's  boots ;  they  were  greased  with 
whale  fat,  and  my  way  over  the  smooth  granite 
boulders  that  lined  the  river  was  a  path  of  affliction. 
The  first  pool  had  been  "  speaked  "  by  the  Indians  ;  we 
found  around  their  half  burnt  torches  of  birch  bark, 
and  at  once  we  knew  that  it  was  no  use 'trying  there, 
so  on  we  went  for_  another  awful  mile  or  so  to  the 
Red  Rock  pool. 

In  all  my  life  I  have  never  seen  a  more  splendid 
salmon  pool.  The  noble  pines,  the  lovely  colour  of 
the  pink  granite  boulders,  the  deep  still  pool  of  un- 
known depth,  appealed  to  the  eye  of  the  artist,  but 
still  more  to  the  angler.  Newfoundland  rivers,  with 
some  few  exceptions,  are  not  navigable  for  any  dis- 
tance. This  one  was  full  of  boulders,  with  shallows 
and  frequent  rapids.  Early  in  the  season  you  wiii  nsu 
in  the  runs,  but  later  all  congregate  in  the  big  pool. 
As  I  painfully  trudged  over  the  boulders  to  reach  the 
spot  where  the  river  entered  the  pool  with  a  rush,  and 
where  the  long  shelving  rocks  gave  an  excellent 
landing  place,  I  could  see  the  trout  jumping 
all  over  the  place,  and  the  occasional  silver 
gleam  of  a  salmon.  My  guide,  companion,  and 
friend,  the  handiest  of  handy  men,  cut  a  long 
slender  tree  for  a  rod ;  we  carefully  fastened  on  some 
stout  cotton  line  and  duly  attached  my  one  old  Silver 
Doctor.  It  was  clumsy  tackle,  but  it  did  the  work  ;  at 
the  very  first  cast  I  struck  a  fish,  and  fortunately  I 
struck  him  firmly.  I  held  on  like  grim  death,  lowered 
the  rod  for  his  three  mad  jumps,  and  then  I  laid  on 
firmly,  walking  backward  and  steadily  hauling  in  to 
the  shelving  rock.  No  more  expert  gafier  ever 
handled  a  fish  than  my  friend.  His  apparatus  was  a 
big  cod-hook  lashed  on  to  a  pole,  but  he  never  missed. 
I  rose  some  very  big  fish  ;  somehow  they  did  not  take, 
but  the  smaller  ones,  seven  and  eight  pounders,  rose 
freely,  but  by  the  time  I  had  landed  eight  the  old  fly 
gave  out — the  teeth  of  the  fish  had  torn  off  all  the 
silver,  and  from  a  thing  of  beauty  it  had  degenerated 
into  a  bare  hook  vnth  a  few  ragged  feathers.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  one  would  have  given  up  ;  the 
Colonial,  however,  is  par  excellence  the  man  of 
resources.  My  old  shooting  coat  has  a  scarlet  lining, 
and  the  deft  hands  of  my  companion  soon  made 
another  rude  fly  out  of  the  remains  of  the  old  Silver 
Doctor.  The  sea  trout  took  it  like  mad.  I  wished 
afterwards  they  had  been  a  little  more  shy.  I  had 
only  a  very  small  share  of  the  load  going  back,  but  I 
found  it  heavy  enough.  D.  W.  Prowse. 


ANGLING  FALLACIES. 
By  John  H.  Davis.* 
(Continued  from  page  271.) 
You  know,  Mr.  President,  how  near  to  the  ordinary 
Britisher's  heart  is  the  question  of  his  weather.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  take  any  liberties  with  this  glorious 
institution.     It  is  the  sole  topic  of  conversation 
amongst  millions  of  our  fellow-subjects ;  it  makes  and 
sustains  their  characters,  and  I  mention  it  now  with 
bated  breath,  because  even  here,  horrible  as  is  the 
thought,  a  deep-seated  fallacy  rests  secure.  Mention 
the  east  wind  and  your  angler  shakes  his  head 
ominously.    Every  author  writes  it  down  at  once  as  a 

*  An  interesting  paper  read  to  the  members  of  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  at  Leeds  on  ISIarch  G, 
1901.    G.  H.  Clenions,  the  president,  in  the  chair. 
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villain  whose  guilt  is  proved — outside  the  pale  in  fact. 
Now  I  hate  the  east  wind,  only  a  little  less  than  his 
■  relatives  the  south-east  and  north-east — they  are  a 
■bad  lot.    But  even  here  the  old  adage  holds  good, 
"Give  a  dog  a  bad  name  and  hang  him" — a  radical 
settlement  of  the  question.  There  are  times,  however, 
•  when,  the  water  being  right,  the  east  or  north  winds 
seem  to  favour  the  rise  of  the  Iron  Blue,  and  then  is 
your  time.    If  those  conditions  prevail  you  will  have 
a  red-letter  day,  and  come  to  bless  your  east  wind.  I 
have  had  some  of  my  best  sport — it  is  not  often, 
I  admit  — ■  when  the  wind  has  been  either  north 
or  east.    It  is  a  fallacy  to  denounce  those  winds  too 
vigorously. 

The  fallacies  connected  with  flies — their  nomencla- 
ture, classification,  formation,  etc. — would  fill  volumes 
with  most  interesting  reading.  I  must  pass  them  by 
with  just  one  remark  as  to  the  names  of  flies  and  their 
■formation.  Here  muddledom  reigns  supreme.  For 
■example,  the  famous  Blue  Dun,  known  everywhere, 
and  highly  valued,  has  names  ad  lib. — the  Blue 
'Upright,  in  Devonshire  ;  the  Waterhen,  in  Yorkshire; 
and  the  Blue  Drake,  Olive  Dun,  etc.,  in  other  places. 
In  the  directions  for  making  them  the  same  delightful 
confusion  exists.  Even  a  careful  writer  like  the  late 
Mr.  Pritt,  in  a  list  of  only  sixty-two  flies,  describes 
one  of  them,  the  Brown  Owl,  three  times  over.  And, 
finally,  as  a  delicious  tit-bit,  the  point  of  which  he 
appears  to  have  overlooked,  he  gives  direction  for  the 
use  of  a  feather  from  a  cock  waterhen  ! 

Round  the  name  of  the  trout  cling  such  a  cloud  of 
fallacies  that  the  trout  himself  is  almost  lost  sight  of. 
It"  is  a  very  tempting  subject,  but  I  am  compelled  to 
leave  it  and  pass  on.  I  cannot,  however,  resist  the 
temptation  to  mention  one  delighful  fallacy,  a  little 
one  to  be  sure — namely,  the  fallacy  that  the  trout  is 
difficult  to  catch.  In  the  opinion  of  one  of  my  friends 
the  trout  is  certainly  not  hard  to  citch.  He  deliber- 
ately avows  that  trout  can  be  easily  enough  caught 
when — and  herein  lies  the  point  of  the  whole  thing — 
when  they  are  on. 

That  brings  me,  Mr.  President,  to  the  end  of  my 
first  section,  in  which  I  trust  I  have  adduced  sufficient 
reasons  to  prove  that  there  is  a  real  necessity  for 
unlearning  some,  at  least,  of  the  fallacies  of 
instruction. 

Section  two  deals  with  fallacies  of  omission  and 
commission,  and  we  will  take  the  negative,  that  is, 
omission,  side  first. 

It  is  a  fallacy  not  to  look  after  your  waders,  rods, 
lines,  etc.,  when  you  return  from  your  fishing.  And 
here  is  a  hint,  the  adoption  of  which  will  not  only 
save  your  pockets,  but  conserve  your  health.  Frequently 
wash  with  tepid  water  and  soap  the  inside  of  your 
waders.    We  all  know  that  grease,  oil,  etc.,  are  deadly 
foes  to  india-rubber  water-proofed  articles.    The  tepid 
water  and  soap — don't  let  them  stay  on  too  long — will 
eSectually  remove  all  traces  of  grease,  etc.,  and  your 
waders_  will  last  three  times  as  long  as  they  would 
otherwise.    Look  after  the  ferrules,  wipe  and  dry  your 
rod  (a  most  important  thing  to  do,  especially  if  it  be  a 
_  split  cane),  and  hang  it  up  straight  or  let  it  lie  flat. 
Draw  off  your  line  and  dry  it  thoroughly.    If  you 
spread  it  out  on  your  spare  bed  it  dries  adrmrably,  but 
don't  let  your  wife  see  you  do  that ;  you  may  have  a 
bad  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  your  domestic  peace  may 
suffer.    We  often  read,  and  hear,  of  partings,  aSec- 
tionate  and  otherwise,  but  no  partings  leave  such 
lasting  sorrows  as  those  which  occur  when  the  best 
fish  of  the  day  goes  off  triumphantly  down  stream 
with  thirty  yards  of  your  best  silk  line,  and  you  know 
that  you  are  twenty  miles  from  everywhere  and  cannot 
replace  it.    These  sorrows,  and  much  language  of  a 
forcible  and  pronounced  type,  will  be  avoided  if  you 
will  dry  your  lines.    Also  oil  and  put  away  your  reel. 
Don't  leave  your  flies  to  roll  about  at  pleasure  in  your 
book  or  box,  or  when,  perchance,  you  produce  them  at 
the  river  side,  and  "Boreas  his  breath"  is  going  it 
strongly,  they  may,  as  I  have  actually  seen  them  do, 
and  one  of  my  colleagues  can  testify  to  the  same,  they 
may,  I  say,  be  blown  out  on  to  the  stream,  and  thus 
produce  a  big  rise  of  artificial  Duns  and  other  eyed 
flies. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  neglect  the  "  inner  man  "  whilst 
out  for  a  day's  fishing.  You  are  liable  to  become 
faint  and  chilly  if  your  fast  is  prolonged,  and  those 
are  the  conditions  favourable  for  contracting  "  colds  " 
and  "  chills,"  two  words  which  have  a  sinister  sound 
with  them.  At  a  fixed  time,  or  sooner  if  you  feel 
hunger  coming  on,  resolutely  stop  your  fishing, 
and  get  a  good  meal.  "Take  the  good  the  gods 
provide  thee."  It  need  not  occupy  much  time, 
although  no  good  comes  of  "bolting"  your  food. 
Attack  it  very  deliberately  as  if  it  was— as  it  is— a 
serious  business,  and  you  will  find  that  the  time  has  not 
been  wasted.  Whilst  thus  engaged  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  you  sitting  on  a  wet  sod.  I  don't  do  it 
myself,  nor  do  I  recommend  it,  but  it  may  have 
charms'  for  some.  But  that  is  a  digression.  I  must 
not  presume  to  tell  you  what 'you  should  eat,  but  you 
will  fijid,  if  you  try,  that  sandwiches  of  bread  and 
butter,  with  either  marmalade  or  cheese  between, 
make  capital  eating,  and  in  summer  a  sandwich  of  dry 
toast,   enclosing  a  little  boiled  or  broiled  bacon 


between  leaves  of  lettuce,  cannot  be  beaten.  Don't 
forget  to  put  a  tomato,  orange,  or  apple  in  your  creel, 
but  better  still  a  few  figs  or  raisins.    The  sustaining 
power  of  the  latter  is  remarkable.    I  have  seen  it 
sagely  recorded  somewhere  that  the  angler  "must 
drink."    Of  course  he  must,  or  he  wouldn't  be  an 
angler.     And  I  say  at  once,  out  of  the  fulness  of 
my  experience,  that  there  is  ho  drink  at  the  river  side 
to  compare  with  a  little  good  whisky  and  water,  and  I 
have  tried  nearly  everything.    Mind,  I  don't  believe 
m  constantly  sipping  it.    No  ;  take  it  with  your  food, 
and  it  will  help  to  keep  you  warm,  and  above  all  prevent 
you  from  sufiering  from  thirst.    And  if  you  happen 
to  get  wet,  as  you  are  pretty  certain  to  do  some 
time  or  other,  it  is  certainly  invaluable.    Pritt  says, 
in  winter  take  a  bottle  of  hot  tea,  and  carry  it  under 
your  clothes.    Well,  try  it.    If  it  is  a  round  bottle 
you  can't  carry  it  at  all,  and  if  a  flat  one  then  you  will 
find  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  keep  the  tea 
warm  even,  let  alone  hot.    In  addition  to  which  you 
will  be  lucky  if  j-ou  don't  'experience  the  effect  of 
innumerable  particles  of  broken  glass  piercing  your 
skin,  and  forcibly  driven  inwards  by  a  vigorous  blow 
from  your  elbow.    And  picture  to  yourself  the  plight 
of  that  poor  angler,  with  a  pint  or  two  of  tea  trickling 
down  the  wrong  side  of  his  person,  and  gradually 
becoming  congealed  by  the  frost  ere  it  reaches  his 
extremities  1    If  he  avoids  such  a  mishap,  perhaps  the 
last  state  of  that  man  may  be  made  worse  than  the 
first  by  actually  drinking  the  tea,  for  if  he  happens  to 
be  growing  at  all  faint  or  tired  the  tea,  probably 
strong  and  semi-cold,  becomes  a  mawkish,  indigestion- 
producing  decoction,  which  will,  if  persisted  in,  hurry 
him  to  an  early  and  untimely  grave.    A  cup— a  small 
one  mind— of  hot  tea,  taken  at  proper  times,  is  a  most 
delicious  and  stimulating  drink,  but  at  other  times, 
and  in  the  quantity  which  is  now  common,  it  becomes 
a  really  dangerous  mixture. 

It  is  also  a  fallacy  to  neglect^ 3-our  "outer  man. 
Clothe  yourself  reasonably  according  to  the  weather 
conditions,  and  always  take  your  waterproof  coat  with 
you— a  light  one  in  summer  and  a  heavier  in  winter. 
An  occasional  shower  is  no  uncommon  event  in  this 
climate,  to  say  nothing  of  a  chance  thmiderstorm,  and 
a  good  wetting  means  an  ignominious  giving  up  of  your 
fishing,  or  going  on  in  wet  clothing.  Better  choose 
the  former,  but  if  you  choose  the  latter  alternative  you 
must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  penalty,  which  is  certain 
to  be  exacted  sooner  or  later,  and  when  you  have 
become  subject  to  the  delicate  attentions  of  the 
rheumatism  fiend,  or  some  other  of  his  near  relations, 
don't  blame  your  fishing  for  it,  nor  come  to  me  for 
sympathy. 

It  is  a  fallacy  not  to  keep  a  record  of  your  fishing, 
containing  details  of  wind,  sun,  water,  and  other  con- 
ditions prevailing  each  day.    Set  out  the  flies  or  baits 
which  were  taken,  and  the  number,  kind,  and  quality 
of  fish  caught  by  each.    You  will  find  it  exceedingly 
useful  in  more  ways  than  one,  and  it  does  not  take  up 
much  time.    You  are  apt  to  tell  the  truth  to  yourself 
when  you  are  writing  out  these  details  in  the  quiet  of 
your  sanctum,  and  the  effort  is  good  for  your  morals. 
The  spirit  of  exaggeration  is  not  upon  you  at  such 
times,  and  you  lapse  into  unwonted  rectitude  of 
thought.    And  what  a  pleasure  it  is,  when  the  snow  is 
piled  up  round  your  dwelling,  and  the  wintry  winds 
are  howling,  fiendlike,  but  at  a  safe  distance,  outside, 
what  a  pleasure,  I  say,  it  is  at  such  a  time  to  read 
through  your  records  of  sport,  or,  perchance,  the  lack 
of  it,  in  sunshine  and  rain,  under  cloud  and  in  shade 
when  the  hungry  trout  rose  freely  or  sulked  ill- 
temperedly.    No  novel  can  compare  with  it  in  interest 
to  you.    And  from  a  practical  point  of  view  its  value 
is  enormous,  because  it  will  tell  you  how  you  failed 
here   and  succeeded  there;   in  fact,  it  becomes  a 
veritable  store-house  of  the  most  varied  and  useful 
character.    I  can  tell  you  something  about  most  of 
the  fish  I  have  caught  for  -more  than  thirty  years — 
there,  don't  be  frightened,  I  am  not  going  to  do  so 
now  1    But  it  has  another  value,  and  there  is  no 
fallacy  here.     Sometimes,  if  I  have  been  telling  a 
friend  a  more  than  usually  correct  and  truthful  story 
of  a  day's  fishing,  which  happened,  say,  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  I  come  to  my  book  for  confirmation  of 
my  facts— alas,  for  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  even 
when  it  is  exhibited  in  that  highest  type  of  all,  namely, 
the  angler— alas,  I  say,  I  generally  find  that  there  are 
sundry  discrepancies  between  the  old  story  and  the 
new  version  of  it,  and  the  lapses  from  virtue  are 
invariably  found  in  the  latter. 

These  are  a  few  only  of  the  fallacies  of  omission, 
and  I  now  hasten  to  the  last  portion  of  my  subject, 
which  relates  to  the  fallacies  of  commission— an 
exceedingly  large  and  prolific  family. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  expect  that  you  will  ever  again  get 
cheap  and  easily  accessible  trout  fishing  in  this 
country.  You  will  have  to  pay — pay — pay — as  you 
will  find  as  the  years  go  on. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  carry  several  casts  of  flies  and  other 
odds  and  ends  of  tackle  round  your  hat.  They  look 
pretty,  of  course,  and  mark  you  down  as  a  smart 
looking  angler,  but  the  sun  plays  sad  havoc  with  the 
colour  of  your  flies,  and  quickly  destroys  the  gut. 
It  is  a  fallacy  in  making  your  flies  to  use  old 
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feathers  if  you  can  possibly  get  new  ones.  Tho 
latter  are  nearly  all  charged  with  a  natural  oil. 
which  not  only  helps  the  feather  to  "make  up 
better  as  you  wrap  it  on,  but  the  fibres  play  more 
freely  and  onger  m  the  water.  Tho  importance  of 
this  play,  or  movement,  of  the  fibres  of  the  hackle 
m  the  water  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  Old 
leathers  lose  this  quality  in  time. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  cram  your  book  or  box  with  dozens 
of  different  kinds  of  flies  in  the  vain  hope  that  thev 
will  come  m  "  some  day.  They  never  will.  You 
generally  find  in  practice  that  you  stick  "to  a  few 
favourites  m  which  you  have  faith,  and  the  fact  that 
you  have  taith  m  them  goes  a  long  way  to  success.  Those 
which  you  don't  use  you  either  give  away  or  they  come 
to  an  untimely  end  by  being  "  touzled  "-or,  as  Lord 
Kitchener  puts  it,  "hustled  about"— in  your  book 
and  at  the  general  "  spring  cleaning  "  pitched  into  the 

(To  be  continued.) 


FIVE    HUNDRED    SAMLETS  TUENED 
INTO  THE  THAMES  BY  THE  THAMES 
SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 

[We  congratulate  the  Association  on  the  success  of 
the  first  part  of  their  experiment,  and  hope  we  shall 
hve  to  hear  that  grilse  have  been  caught  at  Teddington 
Weir.    The  Lord  Mayor  ought  to  give  us  all  a  holiday 
on  that  day  or  soon  afterwards  to  commemorate  it. 
Perhaps  the  funniest  of  the  many  funny  ideas  put 
forward  in  the  daily  paper  reports  of  the  affair  was 
the  suggestion  that  it  was  feared  the  experiment  would 
fail  because  there  were  no  big  salmon  to  show  the  babies 
the  way  to  the  sea  and  take  care  of  them.— Ed.,  F.  G.] 
"  The  initial  experiment  (the  first- of  a  series  which 
are  to  be  carried  on  for  some  years  to  come)  by 
the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  with  the  view  of 
arriving  at  some  approximate    conclusions   as  to 
the  possibility  of  creating  and  afterwards  main- 
taining   a    salmon    fishery    along    the   waters  of 
the  Thames,  was  inaugurated  on   Tuesday  last  at 
Teddington,  when  between  500  and  600  lusty  samlets 
(yearlings)     were    turned     into     the     river  just 
below  the  weir.     The  fish  had  all  been  reared  at 
Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbey's  fishery  at  Denham,  near 
Uxbridge,  where  during  previous  years  trout  cultivation 
has  been  successfully  carried  on.    Mr.  dilbey  has  now 
cleared  his  fishery  of  trout,  and  has  generously  placed 
his  hatchery,  rearing  ponds,  and  streams  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  association,  and  most  valuable  auxiliary 
assistance  has  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Goodlake  in  a 
fishery  close  by,   where   for  many  years  the  late 
Colonel   Goodlake,    V.C.,   carried    on  fish-hatching 
operations.    The  little  salmon  which  were  cast  adrift 
yesterday  to  fight  the  hazardous  battle  of  life  along  the 
turbulent  estuary  waters  of  the  Thames  were  for  the 
most  part  the  offspring  of  ova  kindly  forwarded  by 
Mr.  N.  L.  Moore,  of  the  Bann  and  Foyle  fisheries, 
a  gentleman  who  for  many  years  past  has  earnestly 
carried  on  the  work  and  study  of  the  artificial  pro- 
pagation   of    Salmo    salar.     The  fish  arrived  at 
Teddington  just  before  11  o'clock  all  in  excellent 
condition,  none  showing  any  signs  of  fatigue  from 
the  somewhat  trying    journey  from    Uxbridge  to 
Teddington,  a.  fact  which  does  ^considerable  credit  to 
the  custodian,  Watkins,  at  Denham.    A  considerable 
crowd  assembled  to  witness  the  turning  out  of  the  fish. 
Among  others  present  were  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.p! 
(chairman  of  the  association),  Mr.  W.  Crosbie  Gilbev' 
Mr.  P.  M.  Halford,  Mr.  W.^  Wrench  Towse,  and  Mr. 
Travers,  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, 
Mr.  H.  Ffennell,  Mr.  A.  Gilbey,  some  members  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Boulton, 
secretary  to  the  association.    There  are  at  present  a 
fine  number  of  young  salmon  in  the  ponds  at  Denham, 
and  when  they  arrive  at  a  proper  stage  of  growth  they 
will  be  turned  in  here  and  there  in  suitable  places  along 
the  river.    Of  course  this  is  n:.t  the  first  time  that  the 
"  salmonisation  "  of  the  Thames  has  been  attempted. 
The  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  and  the  late  Mr.  Stephen 
Ponder,  the  former  at  South  Kensington  and  the  latter 
at  Kingston-on-Thames,  hatched  out  thousands  of 
salmon  ova,  which  were  afterwards  reared  in  the  ponds 
at  Sunbury  and  eventually  turned  into  the  Thames.' 
This  took  place  in  1862  and  the  year  afterwards.  In 
those  days  the  lower  waters  of  the  river  were  in  a  far 
more  polluted  condition  than  they  are  at  present,  and 
the  little  fish  when  turned  into  the  river  were  merely 
tiny  creatures,  a  long  way  from  the  yearling  stage  of 
growth.   The  results  of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association 
experiments  will,   no  doubt,  be  watched  with  keen 
interest  by  pisciculturists  throughout  the  country.— 
71ie  Times. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton). — The  water  is  now  in  grand  con- 
dition and  trout  anglers  should  embrace  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  it,  and  should  meet  with  success  after 
the  thick  water  of  the  last  month.  The  new  Windsor 
weir  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  will  be  one  of  the  best 
fishing  spots  for  trout  on  the  up  river.  Standing  on  the 
weir  on  Monday  afternoon  for  about  twenty  minutes, 
waiting  to  get  a  view  of  the  Oxford  to  Putney  record 
breakers,  I  counted  no  less  than  ten  good  fish  in 
different  places,  and  got  a  view  of  about  two  dozen 
smaller  ones  in  one  corner  of  about  Jib.  each.  Mr. 
Arthur  Brown  creeled  a  pretty  little  fish  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  which  I  believe  is  the  first  one  taken  in 
this  district  this  season. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  is  now  in  splendid 

condition  for  trout  fishing,  and  a  good  stream  is 
running.  The  first  fish  of  the  season  here  was  taken 
by  S.  Arlett,  fishing  "  on  his  own  "  on  the  19th ;  it 
weighed  31b.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read,  out  with  the  above 
professional  on  the  20th,  captured  a  trout  of  4Jlb. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  Bob  Young  on  the  21st, 
took  a  nice  made  fish  of  51b.  13oz.  The  above  fish 
were  taken  live-baiting,  and  the  last-named  angler  has 
taken  one  of  21b.  14oz.  whilst  spinning  on  the  23rd, 
which,  however,  he  returned  to  the  water  again  to 
grow  bigger. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Iiechlade,  etc.) — River  in  very  fair  order  for 

trouting.  Trout  fishers  few  and  far  between;  not 
much  use  until  warmer  weather  has  set  in  and  the 
May  Fly  is  up.  Bleak,  dace,  or  large  gudgeon  should 
now  be  the  lure,  or  an  artificial  Devon  minnow  would 
kill  a  trout  in  rapid,  swirling  weir-pool  waters.  A 
friend  of  mine  recently  got  hold  of  a  good  one  with 
this  lure,  but  it  was  lightly  hooked  and  got  ofi. — The 
Rambler. 

Cefni  (Anglesey). — Mr.  Daniel  Owen,  the  veteran 
angler  of  this  river,  had  a  fine  basket  of  four  dozen 
trout,  taken  with  a  fly.  A  few  ran  to  fib.  The  section 
reserved  for  fly-fishing  only  will  greatly  enhance  sport 
in  the  future. — W.  H. 

Coin,  Leach,  Windrush  (East  Gloucester- 
shire).— Dr.  Good,  at  Fairford,  on  Monday  had  some 
capital  sport  on  the  Bull  Hotel  water,  catching  five- 
and-a-half  brace  of  nice  trout,  but  only  retained  a 
brace.  The  flies  are  Pale  Winged  Olive,  Gold-ribbed 
Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Dun,  Olive  Quill,  and  Red  Spinner. 
Trout  rise  freely  about  eleven  o'clock,  one  o'clock,  and 
three  p.m.,  and  on  warm  days  an  evening  rise  comes 
on  about  five  o'clock.  These  waters  are  all  in  good 
order. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  still 
somewhat  big,  but  is  fast  getting  down  to  a  good  fishing 
level.  Baskets  of  trout  are  small,  and  catches  do  not, 
as  a  rule,  exceed  a  few  brace.  Mr.  Bickle,  fishing 
from  Staverton  Bridge,  took  fourteen.  Messrs.  Soper, 
H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  Searle,  and  Hamlyn  are 
among  the  rods  who  have  had  a  few  brace  by  evening 
fishing.  The  best  flies  are  Blue  Upright,  Edmond's 
Palmer,  and  Half  Stone.  Captain  Boyer,  R.N.,  was 
lucky  enough  to  kill  another  salmon  between  Staver- 
ton and  Buckfastleigh,  this  being  a  nice  fish  of  7Jlb. — 
Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  in  good  con- 
dition for  angling  during  the  past  week,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  is  becoming  somewhat  low.  Some  fair 
takes  are  reported,  a  reliable  record  of  which  is  not  to 
hand.  Dr.  English  in  one  day,  whilst  angling  on  the 
Association  water,  grassed  seven  brace  of  nice  trout, 
the  fly  being  responsible  for  these.  A  few  good  showers 
of  rain  would  materially  improve  the  river. — J.  J ack- 

SON. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiiucs.   and  Camhs.) — 

A  wonderful  change  has  come  over  the  weather  since 
last  report.  It  has  really  been  a  change  from  winter 
to  summer.  The  festivities  about  Burghley  Hall  are 
scarcely  concluded,  and  the  return  of  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter  and  his  bride  straight  from  the  marriage 
altar  was  highly  appreciated.  By  the  end  of  this  week 
anglers  will  have  settled  down  to  work  in  earnest. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — A  vast  change 
has  come  over  the  prospects  af  the  trout  angler  in 
this  district.  The  water  has  warmed,  and  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  flies  were  rising  in  a  remarkable  fashion. 
Those  who  have  the  chance  of  trying  the  waters  in  the 
Dukery  district  will  not  be  slow  to  embrace  the 
opportunity.  The  water  on  the  Duke  of  Deed's  estate 
had  one  or  two  patrons  this  week  below  Anston. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  is  in  condition  for  trout-fishing, 
which  begins  on  Wednesday  next ;  prospects  are 
promising.  Since  the  advent  of  the  warm  weather 
several  nice  trout  have  been  seen  feeding  at  Ware  and 
between  St.  Margaret's  Lock  and  Rye  House  Bridge. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  lock-cutting  at  Hertford  there  is 
a  big  fish.  Perch  are  spawning.  Sport  among  trout 
has  been  quiet  on  the  Stort.    Trout-fishing  also  opens 


on  the  Beane  on  Wednesday,  and  on  the  )ii\>,  Ash, 
and  Mimram. — Izaak  Walton. 

liTXgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  now  cloiired  and  lowered,  and  are  running  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  changed  quite 
round,  and  we  are  getting  beautiful  summer  weatlicr, 
and  the  flies  have  come  out  in  good  numbers.  Angling 
has  been  more  brisk  and  the  trout  have  begun  to  rise 
well  at  the  fly,  and  some  good  sport  lias  been  had  this 
week. — GwYNNE. 

JiVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsla.nd).— 
Rivers  are  now  in  fair  order,  although  still  a  little  on 
the  high  side.  Weather  has  been  brighter  for  some 
days  past,  with  wind  generally  in  the  east,  not  what 
could  be  desired  for  trout  fishing  as  yet ;  but  few  flies 
are  on  the  water,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  at  all 
freely.  Best  flies,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red,  Red  Palmer,  Gowduug  and  Mulberry,  also 
useful  Silver  Blue,  Brown  Spinner,  and  Spider,  whilst 
the  Slow  Ply,  Iron  Blue  and  Hardy  Brown  are  just 
beginning  to  show.  With  favourable  weather  trouting 
should  be  good  in  the  coming  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— All  streams 
throughout  this  district  are  in  nice  trim  for  fly  fishing. 
Several  local  rods  have  been  upon  the  waters  and  some 
sport  has  been  had.  Dark  Hares,  Ear  Dun,  Cockwing 
Dun,  and  small  Red  Palmer  have  been  used  with 
effect,  these  chiefly  upon  smaller  streams,  where  wet 
fly  fishing  is  pursued.  On  the  larger  stream,  the 
Dove,  the  fish  appear  .to  take  the  artificial  from  the 
surface  best,  this  is  when  they  are  disposed  to  rise, 
but  in  this  respect  trout  are  fitful.  Attractive  flies 
fished  dry  are  Silver  Twist,  Gold  Ribbed,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Olive  Quill.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  at  the 
present  time  (April  23)  and  has  been  for  some  days  in 
perfect  order  for  the  fly.  There  has  been  every  day  a 
keen  air  from  the  south-east,  which  may  be  the  reason 
why  trout  have  not  risen  so  well  as  was  expected  at 
time  of  last  report.  The  rise  has  each  day  for  the 
past  six  days  been  in  the  forenoon,  usually  from  about 
8..30  to  eleven,  and  after  that  things  have  been  very 
dull.  Some  nice  takes,  however,  have  been  had  by 
dry-fly  fishermen.  Yesterday  (April  22)  one  rod  creeled 
a  dozen  fish  at  Ottery  St.  Mary— all  killed  on  the  Red 
Quill  and  Blue  Quill  Gnats  dressed  on  00  hooks. 
Wet-fly  anglers  did  next  to  nothing. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  warm  weather  during  the  last 
week  has  hatched  out  a  considerable  number  of  flies, 
and  fish  are  sporting  well.  The  rivers  are  fast  rnnning 
down  to  their  ordinary  level,  and  the  season  is  now 
commencing  in  real  earnest.  Have  not  yet  heard  of  a 
peel  being  taken  in  the  Tavy.  There  should  be  several 
up  now.  A  nice  trout  of  over  31b.  was  caught  near 
Tavistock,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken  from 
the  Meavy. — William  Hbarder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  present  state  of  the  weather  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired,  and  for  several  days  past  has 
more  resembled  June  than  April,  and  everything  points 
to  a  continuation  of  it,  and  swallows  ai:e  now  quite 
numerous  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  the  cuckoo  is 
heard  here  every  day,  and  has  been  since  April  21. 
Owing  to  the  very  thick  coating  of  snow  on  the  Welsh 
mountains,  but  which  has  now  entirely  disappeared, 
these  rivers  are  still  tinged  with  snow-water,  but  this 
will  now  very  soon  clear  off,  and  the  streams  after- 
wards will  be  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  angling. 
Up  to  the  present  very  little  has  been  done,  and  the 
only  salmon  taken  in  the  Upper  Severn  this  season 
with  rod  and  line  was  captured  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Buckley.    The  fish  weighed  191b.— VvBmvY. 

Sussex  Streams,  and  Rivers. — Fine  weather 
has  greatly  improved  angling  prospects,  as  streams 
and  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  order.  Many  trout 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  results  as  a  rule  have  not 
been  satisfactory.  A  few  fish  are  notified  as  taken 
from  private  water  at  Buxted,  also  a  brace  at 
the  Sloop  above  Sheffield  Park.  Some  good  fish  have 
been  "  spotted  "  in  the  Uokfield  district  of  the  Ouse, 
but  have  refused  both  worm  and  minnow.  Some  of 
the  western  streams  have  yielded  a  few  brace  of  good 
fish  up  to  21b.  2oz.  Smelt  fishing  in  the  harbours  has 
given  better  results;  the  largest  capture  I  hear  of 
from  ChioJiester  harbour  was  one  and  a  half  dozen, 
with  a  few  flat  fish.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  in  good  order  and 
some  salmon  "have  been  taken.  The  kelts  are  going 
down  fast.  Some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Taw  and  in  the  smaller  streams,  but  the  sun  is  very 
warm  and  does  not  improve  the  fishing.  The  killing 
flies  are  the  Blue  Upright,  RediHare's  Flax,  Blue  and 
Silver,  and  March  Browns.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  -  and  is  now  running  in 
good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  has  changed  beautiful  and  fine,  and  trout  are 
now  more  on  the  feed,  and  are  rising  well  at  the  fly. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  this  week,  more  rods 
having  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  good.  The  flies 
used  have  been  the  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  February 
Red,  Silver  Twist,  Olive  Dun,  and  Cowdung.  Bottom 
fishers  have  tried  worm  and  landed  some  nice  lots  of 
trout  and  eels.— S.  Ludlow. 


Temo  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down,  and  is  cleared  nicely,  and  is  in  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  a  large  number  of  natural  flies 
have  been  out,  and  trout  are  now  beginning 'to  rise 
well  at  them,  and  the  prospect  of  sport  is  good. — 

WoitCESTEIl. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire). — 

River  in  nice  oider,  being  high  and  of  nice  tinge,  and 
trout  are  rising  freely.  Mr.  Mills,  had  five  brace  (the 
limit).  Best  flies: — March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Quill 
Gnats,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Red  and  Claret  Spinner. — 
SnuitKY  Spinner. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  SXon.) — Salmon  fishing  has 
improved  of  late,  several  fish  having  been,  caught. 
Among  the  successful  anglers  are  Col.  Henry  and 
Mr.  Green,  also  Mr.  Merriman  and  Mr.  Smith,  who 
both  caught  fish  on  Mr.  Pritchard's  Angel  hotel 
fishing.  The  trout  do  not  move  at  all  well.— Ernle 
J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
The  weather  of  the  week-end  has  turned  out  warm 
and  summer-like,  and  the  rise  of  flies  after  the  hours 
of  sunshine  have  really  been  enormous.  It  seens  as 
though  the  larvfe  have  only  been  wanting  a  higher 
temperature  to  commence  hatching  out.  The  change 
has  been  so  sudden  that  anglers  on  the  tributaries 
have  to  a  large  extent  failed  to  realise  it. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — '^I  he  above 
rivers  are  now  in  very  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  a 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  no  heavy  Ijaskets 
have  come  to  hand  from  either  stream,  two  to  three 
brace  being  the  best  baskets.  Mr.  Dale,  fishing  near 
Matlock  Bridge  on  Friday,  took  a  very  nice  trout, 
weight  about  31b.,  and  several  smaller  ones,  taken 
with  a  red  worm.  The  excessive  hot  weather  we  have 
had  this  week  has  brought*,  number  of  natural  flies 
out,  and  the  fish  are  rising  very  nicely— from  six  to 
seven  in  the  evening.  The  prospect  is  very  good,  and 
with  the  following  flies  should  be  successful :  Olive 
Dun,  Yellow  Dun  of  April,  Hare's  Ear,  Claret  Bumble, 
and  Buzzy  Red.— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Rye, 
Dove,  Riccall,  etc.  (Yorkshire). —On  Saturday 
several  anglers  visited  the  river  at  Appletreewick, 
Barden  and  Burnsall,  and  have  had  fair  sport  with 
fly.  Several  anglers  have  been  seen  at  Bolton  Woods, 
where  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  On  the  Ilkley 
length  the  best  basket  has  been  one  of  six  caught  with 
fly.  Mr.  Leach  also  secured  five  trout  with  fly.  On  the 
Otley  length  one  or  two  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  been  only  moderate.  At  Pool,  CoUiugham, 
Wetherby,  and  Boston,  the  best  basket  has  been  one 
of  six  caught  with  swimming  the  maggot.  The  bril- 
liant weather  is  hatching  out  flies  in  considerable 
numbers.  The  river  Nidd  has  been  in  a  muddy  con- 
dition, the  best  take  being  about  a  brace  of  flsh,  A  few 
brace  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Crimple  Beck, 
with  upstream  worm  and  spinning  the  natural  minnow 
on  the  ariel  flight.  Reports  from  the  Derwent,  Rye, 
Pickering  Beck  and  Costa  do  not  vary  greatly,  as  they 
have  all  run  fairly  clear.  The  rodmen  in  these 
districts  have  done  fairly.  A  good  freshet  will  now 
improve  sport  in  all  our  rivers. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
-  Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  week  of  fine  weather 
has  changed  the  aspect  of  a  good  many  things,  in- 
cluding angling  in  the  Border  Esk  and  the  tributaries 
thereof,  and  the  valleys  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  are 
rapidly  putting  on  their  summer  attire.  Yellow  trout 
are  now  in  good  condition,  and  Mr,  Hobkirk  and  other 
Newcastleton  anglers  have  made  good  hauls  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  while  several  nice  baskets 
have  been  got  in  the  Canonbie  division  of  the  Esk. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Longtowu 
and  Metal  sections,  and  also  in  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools  at  the  commencement  of  the  Double 
Water.  Salmon  are  showing  freely,  and  a  gentleman 
staying  at  Todhill  Wood,  Canonbie,  killed  two  nice 
fish  with  fly  above  the  Thistle  pool  in  the  Double 
Water.  Salmon  are  also  showing  in  the  Liddle,  but 
are  very  shv.  Some  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  made"  in  Langholm  Water  and  in  the  smaller 
streams  near  the  town.  Sea  trout  not  yet  numerous 
in  the  rivers;  a  fair  number  are,  however,  being 
got  in  the  Solway.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  is  now 
rapidly  closing ;  up  to  the  present  the  season  has  been 
a  very  poor  one  for  salmon,  most  of  the  fish  from  the 
Solwav  having  proceeded  up  the  Eden.— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  For 
some  time  back  angling  has  been  improvmg.  The 
weather  is  excellent  and  the  water  in  good  order. 


"SELECTED  HORSE  HAIR.'-Sample,  25  lengths  best  qualit) 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  28.  ;  50  lengths,  bft  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  23.  Od.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  luO  Haii 
casts,  selected,  Is'^each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen  T«-isted  1  air  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Tiout  lliM 
or  111'  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen  Droppers 
is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
Sasts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  id.  each  ;  4  ^'^^•i'  J^-^t,JJl 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.-,I.  E.  MiU-KK,  Northern  Anglera 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley,  Balnagown  Arms,  have  had 
the  following  sport  on  the  Invercharron  water  since 
last  report.  On  Tuesday  week  Mr.  Oakley  had  two 
salmon,  weighing  141b.  and  ^Ih.  On  Wednesday, 
Mrs.  Oakley  one,  9§lb. ;  on  G'hursday,  the  same  lady 
caught  a  10-pounder,  and  Mr.  Oakley  one  of  81b  On 
i?riday  Mrs  Oakley  one  salmon  91b,  and  Mr.  Oakley 
two,  bib.  and  101b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Oakley  one,  81b 
On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  Oakley  landed  three 
salmon,  S^lb.  91b.,  and  111b.,  and  Mrs.  Oakley  two, 
101b.  and  81b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Oakley  got  a 
10-pounder,  and  Mrs.  Oakley  one  of  81b.  Total  in 
seven  days  sixteen  salmon  aggregating  150Mb.  Mr. 
-K.  1.  Ooupland,  of  Grinnards,  has  also  been  getting 
good  sport,  but  details  are  not  to  hand.  On  Monday 
this  week,  he  landed  three  salmon.— B. 

Cree— Since  April  8  a  succession  of  heavy  spates 
^as  interrupted  angling  except  for  brief  intervals 
On  April  9  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  killed  three  salmon 
on  No  4  of  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  besides  losing  three 
others  hooked.    On  April  10  he  had  one  of  difb.,  and 
Mr.  Montgomery  landed  a  sea-trout  on  No."  1  On 
xr^^iP?^^'  '^'^^^^  Cobbold  killed  a  salmon  of  91b.  on 
^o.  2  before  the  spate  came  down  ;  on  April  15  Mr 
Shaw  Stewart,  M.P.,  killed  two,  101b.  and  7^1b  on 
No.  4,  and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  two,  of  91b.  and  8^1b 
on  No.  6.    The  water  again  came  down  very  heavy  in 
the  afternoon  ;  but  on  April  16  Mr.  Lucas  Cobbold 
killed  a  fish  of  101b.  on  No.  4,  and  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart 
one  of  81b.  on  No.  6,  all  fishing  being  stopped  bv 
another  spate  in  the  afternoon.     On  April  17  Mr 
Montgomery  killed  two  salmon,  9ilb.  and  81b.,  on 
^o.  3.    There  was  no  fishing  on  April  18  owing  to 
flood,  except  on  No.  4.,  where  Mr.  Montgomery  had 
one  salmon,  101b.,  and  lost  two  or  three  others.  On 
April  19  the  same  gentleman  had  two  fish,  121b.  and 
101b.,  on  No.  6.    On  Apri]^20  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
flshmg  from  seven  to  nine  a.m.,  before  the  sun  got 
bright,  killed  three  salmon  on  No.  6,  weighing  llilb 
81b.,  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Montgomery  one  of  9*lb.  on 
No.  4. — Saliioxiceps. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— There  has  been  a  good 
opening  on  the  Huntly  free  water.    The  first  salmon 
was  caught  on  the  6th  inst.  by  Mr.  Mcintosh.  On 
Monday,  15th,  Mr.  Davidson  had  a  fish  of  8ib  •  Dr 
Wilson  one  of  8Jlb. ;    Mr.   Kitchinman,  Townfield 
House,  one  of  81b.,  and  on  Wednesday,  17th,  one  of 
141b. ;  Mr.  G.  Gauld  had  also  one  of  91b.    Trouf  are 
also  plentiful,  and  baskets  of  6Jlb.,  91b.,  and  up  to 
121b.  were  got.    They  are  in  fine  condition  for  so  early 
in  the  season.    On  the  Huntly  Lodge  water  Mr.  Munro 
(keeper)  had  two  fish  of  51b.  and  81b.  respectively,  and 
on  the  Blairmore  water  two  fish  were  killed  of'  71b 
and  7Jlb.  by  the  keepers,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Milne 
Mr.   A.   Dingwall    Fordyce,    Lieutenant  Dingwall 
Pordyce,  Mr.  T.  T.  Garnett  and  Mr.  T.  D.  Longworth 
from  Brucklay  Castle,  are  staving  at  the  Fife  Arms 
Hotel,  Banfi,  for  the  Deveron  fishing.  The  river  and  sea 
,  netting  has  been  very  good  for  the  past  week.    On  the 
19th  the  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  got  in  a  ba^  net 
on  the  coast.    It  weighed  2Jlb.  ° 

Huntly.  — Angling  in  the  Deveron.— Since  the 
fishing  opened  this  season,  anglers  have  scarcely  had 
an  opportunity  of  plying  the  gentle  art  until  this  week 
During  the  week  ended  April  20,  the  following  salmon 
were  landed  Mr.  Kitchinman,  Townfield  House,  two 
of  71b.  and  141b.  ;  Mr.  Mcintosh,  -Norton  Villa 
two  of  81b.  and  101b.  ;  Dr.  J.  0.  Wilson,  one  of  81b.' 
and  lost  another  when  lauding ;  Mr.  Davidson,  one  of 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Gauld,  one  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  Muro,  Huntly 
Lodge,  two  of  71b.  and  7ilb.  Trout,  considering  the 
late  season,  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  and  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  taken.  Eev.  Andrew  Keoch  and 
Mr.  C.  Keoch  have  had  baskets  from6Jlb.  to  101b.,  and 
a  few  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Ogilvy  had  baskets  up  to'sib., 
and  one  dozen  weighing  51b.  Sliould  the  weather 
continue  fine  better  sport  may  be  expected  when  the 
snow-water  is  all  away,  but  as  yet  the  Deveron  floods 
towards  afternoon. — Dbake  Whjg. 

Loch  I.even  (Kinross).— With  a  burst  of  mid- 
summer-like warmth  and  an  absence  of  frost,  the  loch 
is  now  in  good  order  for  sport.    With  occasional 
dulness  and  favourable  winds  from  the  south-west  and 
south-east  fish  have  been  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and  a 
number  of  heavy  creels  of  fish  have  been  got.  Colonel 
Lambert  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Leather  had  twenty-ei°-ht 
trout,  231b. ;  Mr.  J.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  captured 
twenty-seven  trout,  211b. ;  Mr.  C.  Hislop,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  McDonald,  Alloa,  eighteen  trout,  121b.  ;  and 
another  angler  had  thirteen  trout,  101b.    The  first 
competition  -here  this  season  was  held  by  the  Pollok- 
shields  Angling  Club  when  twelve  members  captured 
thirty  trout,  271b.  4oz.    First,  Mr.  R.  Connell,  eight 
trout,  91b.  12oz.,  his  heaviest  trout  weighing;21b.  8§oz. ; 
another  of  21b.  5oz.  was  captured.    The  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane  Club,  with  twelve  rods,  captured  with  fly 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  trout,  801b.  6oz.    Mr.  G. 
J .  Cargey  was  first  with  twenty- four  trout,  151b.  ; 
second,  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  sixteen  trout,  101b.  15oz. ; 
third,  Mr.  D.  Stewart,  sixteen  trout,  91b.  lOoz.  Mr! 
Cargey  had  the  heaviest  trout  which  weighed  lib.  7oz. 
The  best  fished  boat  in  the  club  was  that  out  with 
Messrs.  Cargey  and  Stewart,  who  brought  in  forty 
trout,  241b.  lOoz.    At  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Club  com- 
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petition  Mr.  W.  J.  Stevenson  was  first  with  five  trout, 
61b.  2oz  ;  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Graham  second  with  eight 
trout,  61b.  Three  rods  in  the  Stirling  Club  competition 
captured  twenty  trout ;  Messrs.  J.  Kirk  and  J  Miller 
tied  for  first  and  second  places  with  51b.  2oz.  each 
Ihe  captures  were  nearly  all  effected  with  fly,  and 
should  the  weather  prove  at  all  favourable  good 
sport  will  be  got  as  fish  inclined  to  take.— Robebt 
Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— Fishing  on  Loch 
Horisary  on  April  9,  Messrs.  Higgins  had  a  sea  trout 
°*  -^i^l':  On  April  10,  on  Germ  Mill  Loch,  Mr. 
i.  A.  \.  lord  had  four  trout;  on  Loch  Skealtair, 
Mr.  Hayes  had  a  salmon  of  61b.;  and  on  Loch 
btrumore,  Mr.  Higgins  had  two  trout.  On  April  11 
on  Horisary,  Mr.  T.  A.  V.  Ford  had  a  sea  trout  of 
31bs  ;  and  on  Skealtair,  Messrs.  Higgins  had  two  sea 
trout  2i\h.  On  April  12,  on  Skealtair,  Mr.  Dewar 
had  a  salmon  of  61b.  On  April  13,  on  Loch-na-Ciste 
Dr.  Bennett  and  Mr.  Dewar  had  twenty  sea  trout 
81bs. ;  and  on  Loch  Skealtair,  Mr.  T.  A  V  Ford  had 
two  salmon  of  91b.  and  IGlb.,  and  Mr.  Hayes  had  four 
sea  trout.— T.  D.  MacGhegoe. 
Lochness  (Foyers).- Pishing  from  Foyers  Hotel 
^^cGregor,  of  Dundee,  killed  a  salmon 
°  ]lu-  ^^'^  ^^"^^  P'l*^'  °f  Si^tton,  Surrey,  one 

c  J}h  '  ^"^^  Tilston's  boatman,  a  fresh  run  fish 
°  1  P^J}^''  ^^^^  McGregor  killed  a  splendid 
sa  mon  of  2Silb.,  and  on  the  20th  Mr.  Pile  had  one  of 
201b. — S.  TiLSTON.  . 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin),  N.B.-On  April  17,  Major  R. 
l^mnie,  Scots  Guards,  landed  two  salmon  of  151b  and 
161b.  ;  on  the  18th,  Miss  Goddard,  London,  one  of 
181b.  _;  on  the  20th,  Mr.  C.  Willison,  fishing  for  Major 
Fmnie,  one  of  211b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  rortingall.-On  April  11,  Mr.  D.  M.  Logan 
fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  121b.  ;  April  13,  Mr.  E.  A.  Nepean,  London 
one  of  171b. ;  on  April  20,  W.  H.  Goschen,  London' 
one  of  181b.— MacPhail. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Durincr 
the  past  week  the  following  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained.    Weather  now  favourable,  and  river  in  o-ood 
ply.    On  Monday,  April  15,  Mr.  Christy,  Syre  Lodge 
caught  three  salmon  on  beats  4  and  5  ;  Colonel  Frier' 
Dalvma  Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Campbell' 
Dalvma  Lodge,  two  on  No.  2;  Sir  Walter  Corpet' 
bkelpio   Lodge,   two  on  No.   6;   and  Mr.  Allison 
Johnson,  Skelpic  Lodge,  three  on  No.  1,  which  made 
a  total  of  eleven  salmon  for  the  day.    On  Tuesday 
April  16,  Mr.  Allison  Johnson  had  a  201b.  on  No  2' 
Sir  Walter  Corpet  one  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Campbell 
one  on  No.  3.    On  Wednesday,  April  17,  Sir  Walter 
Coi;pet  got  two  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Allison  Johnson  three 
on  No.  3,  Colonel  Frier  one  on  No.  5,  and  Mr  Gill 
Syi-e  Lodge,  four  on  No.  1.    On  Thursday,  April  is' 
Mr.  Allison  Johnson  landed  five  salmon  on  No  4  Mr' 
Campbell  one  on  No.  1,  and  Colonel  Frier  one  on 
No  6.  On  Friday,  April  19,  Rev.  Alexander  Campbell 
Achnabourin,  had  one  on  private  water ;  Dr  Turner' 
Syre  Lodge,  One  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Gill,  three  on  No  3' 
and  Mr.  Campbell,  one  on  No.  6.     On  Saturday' 
April  20,  Mr.  Banbury,  Skelpic  Lodge,  caught  two 
salmon  on  No.  6,  j\Ir.  Gill  one  on  No.  4  Dr  Turner 
two  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Campbell  one  on  No  1  — 
W.  T.  Browx. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— On  the  Dinnet  section 
Miss  Bugge  Price  killed  a  fish  of  81b.,  while  several 
others  were  got  by  the  Dinnet  House  party.    On  the 
Glentana  and  Aboyne  sport  has  been  varying  according' 
to  the  state  of  the  water.    On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
section  Mr.  F.  Wheen  creeled  seven,  scaling  from  6Jlb. 
to  111b.  ;  Major  Staunton,  two,  from  6ilb.  to  91b 
Nicoll,  two,  and  Marr,  one,  of  71b.,  111b."  and  ll*lb' 
On  the  Kincardine  section  Mrs.  Pickering  had  one  of 
91b.,  while  Miss  Pickering  had  two  of  7ilb.  and  lOt^lb  • 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Villiers,  one,  of  12ilb.  ;  and  Nicoll' 
keeper,  two,  6^1b.  and  81b.    On  Carlogie  Peter  McRae' 
keeper,  creeled  one  of  8ilb.,  while  Mr.  Mykelham  had 
four  of  71b.,  81b.,  811b.,  16Jlb.,  on  Borrowstone.    On  the 
Ballogieand  Commonty  the  Hon.  Charles Fitz William 
Mrs.  PitzWilliam,  and  Master  Eric  creeled  seventeen 
fish  for  the  week,  scaling  from  61b.  to  181b.    On  the 
Banchory  reaches  anglers  have  also  been  enjoying 
good  sport,  the  pools  being  well  stocked  with  fresh  run 
fish.    On  the  Blackball  section  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and 
party  creeled  four,  five,  three,  two,  two,  and  three  all 
ranging  from  71b.  to  181b. ;  while  Mr.  Barrow's  party 
on  the  Woodend  Water,  killed  one  of  101b   three  of 
91b.,  121b.,  and  201b. ;  and  Mr.  Gaskell  and  party 
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H0LL0WAY;S  ointment  and  pills.  Chest  and  Stoniacl, 
complaints.  Ihe  source  and  centre  of  ahiiost  every  ailment  is 
unpunty  of  the  blood  ;  dislodge  this  poison  and  disease  ilei.arts 
Holloway  s  Pills  exercise  the  inestimable  power  of  thorouohlv 
cleansing  each  component  part  of  the  blood,  and  renderino- lliis 
tlnid  tit  to  perform  its  important  fnnctioiis.  They  cone  most 
successfully  with  chest  diseases,  stomach  complaints  liver  dis- 
orders, anrl  many  other  maladies,  which  were  once  the  besettino- 
dangers  of  mankind  at  certain  seasons.  The  directions  for  use 
enable  everyone  to  regulate  the  operation  of  these  Pills  with  the 
greatest  nicety.  Chronic  invalids,  nervous  sufferers,  and  all 
whom  other  treatment  has  failed  to  relieve,  are  respectfully 
invited  to  try  Holloway's  celebrated  medichie,  which  will 
strengthen  and  cure  them. 


SIX,  on  Monday,  sealing  from  81b.  to  161b.,  and  four  on 
Tuesday  of  81b.  91b.,  91b.,  and  121b.  On  the  Upper 
Dums  Mr.  Meakin  had  one  of  91b.  on  Monday,  and 

allTff^        °^  °"  tl^^  Ki"t°re  Water  a  few 

good  fish  have  been  creeled.  Good  sport  is  now  being 
got  from  Scott's  pool  (on  the  Ugie)."^  The  first  grils? 
of  the  season  was  killed  by  Dr.  Kelman,  scaling  2?lb 
DEVERON.-On  the  Huntly  free  water  some  gLd 

twn'^?  7n  '""j"*.?,?  being  got.  Mr.  Kitchiner  had 
t\vo  of  71b.  and  141b.,  Dr.  Wilson  one  of  81b  Mr 
Srr!^;,"'''  V^b  Mr.  Mcintosh  two  of  101b.  each, 
;  -^K  °\^^}'-'  '^'^'^  Munro  two  of  71b.  and 
t^b  The  Rev.  Andrew  Keoch  and  son  had  baskets  of 
tvou^  of  61b.  and  8|lb.,  and  Mr.  Ogilvie  one  of  81b.- 

South  of   Scotland.— The  district  rivers  have 
afforded  moderate  sport  to  the  rods  during  the  week 
Irout  have  been  rising  fairly  well  to  the  Sandfly— the 
Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear  and  the  Partridge  and 
Orange  Spider.    Yellow  trout  are  getting  into  good 
order  now,  and  they  are  to  be  caught  in  the  shallower 
waters  of  the  streams.    The  Nith  is  now  having  a 
good  run  of  sea  trout.     May  and  June  and  the 
earlier  part  of  July  generally  afford  the  best  sport  in 
this  and  otiier  rivers  of  the  Solway.    In  the  Annan  on 
Monday,  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  six  brown  trout.  On 
the  following  day  the  same  angler  had  three,  heaviest 
ii  b.  in  the  tidal  reaches  another  rod  had  six  good  trout 
iJie  higher  reaches  of  the  Annan  have  been  affording 
fair  trout  fishing.    In  the  tributaries  of  the  Nith  some 
good  catches  have  been  made  of  late  with  fly     In  the 
Cairn  Councillor  Richard  had  two  dozen  yellow  trout 
and  pike     Major  Ancell  had  one  and-a-half  dozen. 
Messrs.   Lambie,   Dick,  and   Kennedy  had  similar 
baskets.     In  the  mid-Nithsdale  portion  some  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  among  yellow  trout.  The 
Ihe  Sanquhar  anglers  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  last 
week.    The  upper  streams  are  now  running  low  and 
clear,  and  would  be  the  better  for  a  fall  of  rain.  In 
the  Galloway  part  of  the  district  not  much  is  doino-  in 
the  rivers,  though  a  number  of  rods  have  been  doing 
pretty  well  in  the  Carsphairn  part  of  the  Stewartrv  The 
Ayrshire  rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and  the  sport' is  not 
so  good  as  that  recently  experienced.— Heatiiebbell 
Spey   (Morayshire).— Although   the  river  con- 
tinues m  flood  with  the  melted  snow  off  the  hills 
angling  continues  very  satisfactory  on  the  lower  and 
middle  reaches.     On  the  Wester  Elchies  water  on 
April  18  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of 
51b.,  and  on  the  day  following  one  of  81b.  ;  while 
Mr.  Dallas  had. one  weighing  81b.  8oz.     From  the 
Laggan  House  water  on  Monday,  April  15,  Mr.  Uncles 
had  a  salmon  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Sharp,  fisherman,  one  of 
/jlb.,  and  on  the  day  following  one  of  12ilb  On 
Monday  (April  15),  on  the  Oberland  House  water 
Mr.  Dallas  killed  one  of  131b.,  and  on  April  17  Mr 
Duncan,  fisherman,  one  of  81b.    Colonel  Grant  had 
also  two  weighing  respectively  131b.  and  141b.— J.  M 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
1  be  rivers  here  are  very  low  and  clear,  almost  summer 
level ;  salmon  angling  has  not  been  so  successful  this 
week.    There  are  plenty  of  salmon  showing  themselves 
but  only  a  few  have  been  caught  ;  on  the  Birgham 
water  .several  have  been  got  during  the  week,  on  the 
iOth  General  Home  and  Lord  Dunglas  had  three  On 
the  Makorstoun  water,  on  the  19th,  Mr.  Cyril  Maudslie 
had  one  of  7Jlb.    The  weather  has  become  so  warm  that 
even  trout  fishing  has  been  very  unsuccessful.  Grayling 
are  being  caught  in  large  numbers ;  these  fish  are  spawii^ 
ing,  and  a  great  many  of  them  are  badly  affected  with 
fungus  disease,  quite  a  large  number  being  seen  dead 
and  dying  in  the  pools.  On  the  Tweed  Mr.  W.  Robson 
had  91b.  of  nice  trout,  mostly  got  with  Greenwell  •  on 
the  Teviot  Mr.  J.  Cant  had  41b.  of  very  nice  tK)ut. 
llie  annual  spring  competition  took  place  on  Monday 
last  (April  22),  on   the  open  waters  of   the  Tweed 
and  Teviot  and  their  tributaries.    Ten  competitors 
entered;    all  baskets  were  handed  in  at  the  club- 
house,   White   Swan   Hotel,    by  7   p.m.     The  day 
was  too  bright   for   fly  fishing,  and   too   early  m 
the   season   to   obtain   good    sport   with   worm  or 
creeper.    Under  the  circumstances  the  baskets  were 
generally  light,  although  some  of  the  competitors 
brought  home  very  good  takes.     The  prize-winners 
were:   1st,   "Perfect   Reel"   presented  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick,  Mr.  Archd.  Steel,  sen.,  81b.  4oz., 
Teviot;  2nd,  pair  of  wading-stookings  by  the  asso- 
ciation, Mr.  Jas.  Affleck,  71b.  5oz.,  Teviot;  3rd  trout 
.tackle  by  Mr.  A  McCutcheon,  jun.,  Alnwick,  Mr  Geo 
Lees,  jun.,  51b.  l^oz.,  Tweed;  4th,  trout  flies  by  Mr 
Robertson,  White  Swan,  Mr.  H.  Davidson,  31b.  12i.oz 
Kale;  5th,  sporting  knife  -by  Mr.  Marris,  Worksop' 
Mr.  R.  Robertson,  21b.  14oz.,  Teviot ;  6th,  tackle  by 
Mr.   C.  Hunt,  Mr.  Richard  Ormiston,  21b.  12§oz 
Tweed.    The  other  takes  were  all  very  close  to  one 
another,  only  Joz.  separating  some  of  them.— Max 

WHEEL. 

Ugie.— During  April  the  finnock  fishing  has  been 
most  successful.  Dr.  Kelman,  London,  in  nine  days 
had  thirty-eight  finnock,  and  one  grilse  of  31b.  Messrs! 
Waldie,  Paterson,  and  Pennie,  Edinburgh,  made  good 
baskets  during  April,  as  well  as  many  of  the  local 
anglers.  Good  trout  fishing  may  be  expected  from 
May  to  end  of  June.— William  L.  Taylob. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — Although  the  water  com- 
missioners' dams  are  plentifully  stocked  with  trout, 
few  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  past  week.  From 
some  cause  they  rise  short  or  not  at  all.  Fishing  the 
Clogh  on  Friday  (April  19)  Mr.  James  Wright  killed 
twenty-three  nice  trout  on  the  fly.  On  the  Crumlin 
bait  fishers  did  well  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week, 
Mr.  Kelly  taking  seven  dozen  fish,  andMr.  Thompson 
two  dozen.  Over  a-  dozen  anglers  were  out  on  the 
upper  sections  of  Clady  on  Saturday  (Ayril  20). — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bo3me  (Navan  Section).— The  river  has  been  so 
low  during  the  past  week  that  sport  generally  has  been 
very  poor.  On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis  Ley 
landed  nine  of  23*,  23,  20,  19,  18,  11,  11,  10,  and  91b., 
and  the  fisherman  four  of  11,  11,  lOJ,  and  81b.  On 
Lower  Black  Castle  the  fisherman  had  one  of  111b., 
and  beyond  four  or  five  fish  on  Slane  Castle  and  J^rd- 
mulchan  I  cannot  hear  of  any  other  fish  being  taken. 
The  season  may  now  be  considered  practically  over  on 
this  section,  the  only  fishery  that  does  well  in  May 
being  Black  Castle,  the  fish  running  right  through 
the  fishings  below.  There  is  no  summer  or  autumn 
fishing  on  the  Boyne. — Claeet  Fly. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  weather  has  much 
improved,  and  trout  are  commencing  to  rise  better. 
For  so  far  the  trouting  season  on  Bullinderry,  Black- 
water,  Owenreagh,  etc.,  has  been  very  poor,  but  the 
advent  of  favourable  weather  no  doubt  will  improve 
matters. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Sir  H.  B. 
Robertson,  Captains  Jamieson  and  Rouse,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  had  some  fine  sport  amongst  the  trout  on 
the  Erne  during  the  past  few  days.  The  river  is  now 
in  perfect  order  and  sport  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— The  following  gentlemen 
have  had  sport  during  the  past  week  :— On  Nadrid,  Mr. 
Allgood,  five  ;  on  Leehaus,  Commander  W.  Steward, 
R.N.,  three,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  J.  Bullen,  one,  71b. ;  on 
Fargus,  Major  Adamsou,  two,  7Uh.,  101b.  ;  on  Clas- 
haneur,  Kyre  Allen,  one,  91b.,  and'S.  Ha^Ties,  one,  111b. ; 
on  Cronody,  Major  Barton,  two,  10|lb.,  111b.  ;  ou 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brieu,  four,  101b.,  111b.,  111b.,  161b. 
River  in  nice  order,  and  good  prospects  for  coming 
week. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  generally  favourable 
sport  has  not  been  good.  Mr.  Mason  had  two  salmon 
of  ISilb.  and  101b.,  and  Johnny  Brennan  three  fish  on 
one  day  weighing  respectively  101b.,  9|lb.,  and  91b. 
Sea  trout  are  now  arriving,  and  several  fine  ones  have 
been  had  at  the  weir,  but  only  a  few  have  been  had  on 
the  lake.  Salmon  and  sea  trout  are  arriving  in  good 
numbers. — T.  J.  D.  ° 

Loug-h  Mask  and  Corrib.— Fishino  above  waters 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  has  much  improved 
for  the  past  week,  and  record  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  daily.  Colonel  Allix  in  a  few  davs  to  his  own 
rod,  caught  thirty  trout  weighing  731b'.,  while  Mi-. 
Homan,  Rochester,  caught,  on  April  18,  six  trout,  131b.  ; 
17th,  eight  trout,  151b.  ;  19th,  nine  trout,  17^1b.  ;  20th, 
five  trout,  131b.  Doctor  Hegarty,  fly  fishing  on  April 
21,  caught  four  nice  trout,  which  are  now  beginumg 
to  rise  with  the  fly. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  Lough  Melvin  Mr.  H.  H. 
Walker  landed  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  91b.  on  April 
18;  Commander  Pulley,  one  of  101b.,  Captain  F.  W. 
Jones,  one  of  111b.,  and  Captain  J.  Fvfe  Jamieson,  one 
oi  121b.,  on  April  19.  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup  landed  one  of 
8Jlb.  on  April  18 ;  and  another  gentleman,  one,  of 
101b.,  on  April  19.  Mr.  Phillips  landed  one  of  91b. 
on  April  22  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Mclntyre  another  of  131b.  on 
April  21.    The  following  had  good  sport  amongst 


the  Gillarooes  and  brown  trout:  Captain  P.  W.  Jones, 
Captain  J.  Fyfe  Jamieson,  Captain  Maxwell  Rouse, 
Mr.  H.  Mackay,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Mr.  Henry.  Captain 
J.  Fyfe  Jamieson  took  a  fine  brown  trout  trolling  of 
4Jlb.,  and  Mr.  A.  Wren  took  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of 
71b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  M'eagh. — Pollan  fishing  continues  good 
and  demand  and  prices  the  same,  the  bulk  of  the  fish 
going  to  London  and  the  Midland  Counties. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel,  Ballina,  Water. — River  in  good 
order,  with  south  winds  and  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
the  pools.  Mr.  Wilson  landed  some  fish  during  the 
week,  and  Mr.  Timlin  landed  two  kelts  and  Mr.  Scroop 
one  on  April  21.  They  are  getting  a  number  of  fish  in 
the  nets  and  weirs.  There  were  some  fish  killed  on 
the  lake  last  week.  If  the  weather  looks  up  there 
should  be  some  good  sport. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  now  in  good  order,  and  a  good  supply 
of  new  fish  in  all  the  pools.  The  loughs  are  lowering 
fast  and  will  soon  be  in  good  order.  Mr.  J.  Ganley, 
on  April  19,  had  two  salmon,  91b.  and  71b;  on  the  20th, 
one  salmon,  131b.  As  the  weather  has  set  in  fine  good 
sport  may  be  expected. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe) — The 
springers  are  beginning  to  stir  themselves.  The 
largest  fish  taken  here  since  last  report  was  a  thirty- 
pounder  captured  by  Mr.  R.  Buckworth's  fisherman. 
Mr.  Gabriel  got  a  fish  on  Tuesday  weighing  131b.  8oz., 
and  the  brothers  Cxrimes,  fishing  for  Mr.  Buckworth, 
had  a  salmon  of  81b.  Plenty  of  fish  bound  to  be  about 
in  the  river  in  May  and  June,  for  which  two  lovely 
fishing  months  on  the  Shannon  at  Killaloe  Mr.  R. 
Buckworth  has  secured  my  preserves,  in  addition  to 
April  month.  Largest  pike  taken  in  Lough  Derg  since 
last  report  weighed  331b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed,  on  April  17,  two  salmon,  15Jlb. 
and  171b. ;  19th,  one  salmon,  341b.  ;  20th,  one  salmon, 
281b.;  22nd,  three  salmon,  151b.,  151b.,  371b.;  2.3rd, 
one  salmon,  171b.  On  Newgarden,  Colonel  Townshend 
killed,  on  the  18th,  two  salmon,  111b.  and  281b. ;  20th, 
one  salmon,  251b.  On  this  water  also  Miss  Townshend 
killed,  on  the  22nd,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  one  salmon,  19Jlb.  On  Wood- 
lands, Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  on  the  22nd,  one 
salmon,  91b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wood- 
ward killed,  on  tjie  17th,  two  salmon,  22^1b.  and  271b. ; 
18th,  one  salmon,  13^1b.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed,  on  the  19th,  one  salmon,  161b. — 
John  Eneight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS, 
Veytaux. — April  20. — This  week  four  of  the  Rhone 
Valley  streams  have  been  visited,  two  of  them  by  five 
anglers,  the  weather  having  improved ;  snow-water 
still  prevails  in  the  larger  streams.  Two  of  the 
smaller  ones,  the  Eau  Proid  and  the  Bey,  have  been 
quite  clear  for  days,  and  the  latter  produced  a  perfect 
little  beauty  of  a  Jib.,  taken  by  dry  fly  carefully  intro- 
duced among  the  bushes  at  a  likely  spot  during  a  tour 
of  inspection.  The  principal  stream,  the  Stockalper, 
has  maintained  a  muddy  green-grey  tint  for  many  days, 
and  rarely  have  any  of  its  plucky  trout  shown  their 
heads  above  water,  but  they  have  i-esponded  more  or 
less  to  the  marvellous  colouring  of  the  local  minnow, 
green  and  grey  and  pink  and  silver,  mounted  on  a 
hairpin  arrangement  and  carefully  spun.  Seventeen 
of  them  were  hastily  interviewed  within  a  mile 
to-day,  several  over  lib. ;  some  remained  but  a  while, 
others  came  to  stay.  How  they  shot  out  from  the 
banks,  the  light  flashing  off  their  golden  sides,  then  a 
touch,  or  nothing  but  a  memory  left  to  sharpen 
expectation.  In  shallower  parts  it  was  clear  enough  for 
flies,  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  as  usual  being  the  favourite. 
We  have  been  waiting  a  long  time  for  our  spring 
fishing,  and  now  the  swallows  have  come  ;  but  even 
before  the  cuckoo  is  heard  the  ablcttes  are  already  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  Stockalper.  To-day  the  sun  was 
a  fireball  in  an  Indian  sky,  what  wind  there  was  was 
bise,  and  still  some  fish  were  caught.  Two  magnifi- 
cent Lac  Lemau  trout  of  101b.  and  111b.  were  netted 
from  the  "  Rapid  Rhone,"  whose  waters,  flushed  with 
melting  snow,  so  rarely  give  the  angler  a  chance  of 
taking  these  fine  fish. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — With  this  fine  weather — and  should  it 
continue — I  anticipate  sport  close  to  the  Goodwins. 
Uufortmiately  we  have  not  got  the  kind  of  bait 
suitable  here  yet,  which  is  very  fresh  herring.  I 
rather  fancy  mussels  would  not  be  bad  bait  in  these 
deep  waters.  Tides  suit  well  week  end  and  early  part 
of  next  week  for  this  kind  of  fishing,  and  wire  lines  no 
doubt  would  be  suitable. — Edwaed  Hanger  (B.S.A.S). 

Plymouth. — Fish  do  not  seem  to  be  on  the  feed 
this  week.  The  frequenters  of  the  various  piers  have 
been  doing  very  little  ;  those  that  have  been  out  in 
boats  have  been  taking  a  few  pollack,  but  they  are 
small.  The  mullet  seem  to  have  retired  for  a  time 
also,  but  now  the  fine  weather  has  set  in  we  may 
expect  some  good  sport  all  along  the  coast. — William 
Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  much  improved,  and, 
as  expected,  the  fishing  good.  Codling  up  to  4Ib.  have 
been  taken  from  the  Iron  Pier ;  also  dabs  and  plaice, 
in  good  condition  for  time  of  year.  The  West  Pier  has 
not  been  so  lucky,  though  a  few  decent  pollack  and 
codling  have  come  to  land.— Guev  Mijli.bt. 


singling  ^i^fures. 

April  28. 

Blenheim :  Reading  by  Mr.  A.  Derry. 

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Southend. 

Izaak  Walton.;  Outing  to  Leigh. 
April  29. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  Visit. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  "  At  home,"  Lantern  lecture  by 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
April  30. 

Ormonde  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Distribution. 
May  1. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
Collingwood  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  2. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
Oglander :  Annual  dinner. 


May  6. — Stepney  Brothers :  Distribution. 

,,  7. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Dinner. 

,,  7.— Covent  Garden  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  7. — Peckham  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  7. — South  Bermondsey  :  Visit. 

,,  8. — White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 

,,  9. — West  London  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Blackfriars  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 

,,  14. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  14. — Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  14. — Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  15. — Royal  George  :  Supper. 

,,  16. — Anchor  and  Hope  ;  Annual  dinner. 

,,  16. — Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  16. — Harlesden  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  16. — New  Albion  :  Dinner. 

,,  16. — Wenlock  :  Distribution. 

,,  21. — Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  21. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  21. — Islington  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

,,  21. — Stockwell;  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  22. — Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  22. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  28. — Clissold  :  Distribution. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem- 
-street,  Bishops-road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on  Monday 
next,  April  29.  I  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance,  and 
the  whole  of  the  above  district  well  represented. — 
G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Penge  Angling 
Society,  "  Lord  Palmerston,"  Maple  Road,  Penge,  early 
in  May,  when  a  good  concert  will  be  pro\^ded,  so  hope 
members  of  clubs  on  the  above  list  will  turn  up  in 
force  to  support  it. — E.  Rowles. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — Thirteenth  Lea 
Competition. — On  Jlonday,  April  22,  the  prizes  were 
distributed  to  the  respective  winners,  who  had  one  of 
the  grandest  show  of  prizes  to  select  from  during  mv 
connection  with  the  Lea  competitions.  After  several 
songs,  the  distribution  was  proceeded  with,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  Jlr.  W.  Musgrave  and  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf,  and  several  of  the  committee,  went  as  merrv 
as  could  be  wished,  the  only/delay  being  that  the 
winners  did  not  know  what  to  choose,  there  being  a 
veritable  e7nbariass  des  riches.  As  several  prizes  were 
not  taken,  due  notice  will  be  given  of  what  will  be 
done  with  them.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  those 
prizes  promised  that  I  have  not  received,  also  tickets 
or  cash. — S.  Malby. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — -\t  our  annual 
meeting  all  the  officers  for  the  past  season  were  re- 
elected, Mr.  Drew  being  appointed  delegate  to  the 
Central  Association.  The  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  is  fixed  for  May  21. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Face 
Stag,  Worship-square. — The  next  %'isit  takes  place  on 
Monday,  April  29,  in  conjunction  with  the  concert  for 
the  A.B.S.  Our  forty-seventh  annual  supper  for 
members  and  friends  will  take  place  on  May  13. — 
G.  Haynes. 


290 


THE   FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  27,  1901. 


ANDERSONS' 

Gold  Medal  and  S/fecial  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &g. 


ONE 

GOLD 

THREE 

SILVER 
MEDALS 

PARIS, 

1900. 


No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  49 /Q 

for  Hard  Wear.  — —  — —  

No,  3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
for  Light  Summer  Wear. 
These  Waders   were  highly  nAIIIAIA 
commended  in  the  Field.  rlXHIIvl 

TROUSERS. 

No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  HARD 
WEAR,  49s.  6d. 
No.  2  Gold  Medal  quality,' we 
recommend  for  MEDIUM 
WORK,  42s. 

No.  .3  Gold  Medal  quality, 
being  very  light,  are  intended 
for  LIGHT  SUMMER 
WEAR,  37s.  6d. 

No.     4     quality,  for 
ROUGH  MEDIUM 
WORK,  35s. 
No.     5     quality,  for 

1901  Pattepn.  medium  work, 

"  QUARTERDECK  BOOTS " 

Pure  Rubber,  lined  leather,  witl 

leather  feet  and  soles.  — 

Price  52s.  6d  per  pair. 


THE  "NEYERSLIP"  BROGUE. 


A  light  Shoe  Brogue  with  Felt  Soles  and  hobbed 
Heels,  to  give  a  sure  foothold  on  Slippery  Rocks, 
22s.  6d.  per  pair. 

^[MlMiliiiWiii 


EVERY 
REQUISITE 

IN 

WATERPROOF and  RUBBER 

rOR  THE 

ANGLER. 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


'OLD  MEDftl 

Waders 


ENT?  STfl  HALL  A.A&  * 

FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Medal  Qualities,  3 Is.  6d., 

27s.  6d.,  and  24s.  6d.  per  pair. 
Nos.  4  &  5,  ordinary  qualities,  19s.  6d.  &  15s.  6d. 


GUARANTEED 


The  Improved 

"BUGKLANO" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JACKETS, 

34  and  .37  ins.  long. 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number: 


When  ordering  WADERS 
by  post  Customers  should  state 
height,  length  of  fork,  size 
round  waist,  and  give  outline 
of  foot  or  state  size  of  boot. 

When  ordering  BROGUES 
it  is  better  to  send  us  one  of 
your  Waders. 

BOOTS  or  "  BUCKLAND  " 
WADERS,  send  an  easy  fit- 
ting boot  or  send  size  of 
same. 

We  allow  5  per  cent  dis- 
count (Is.  in  the  fl)  for 
prompt  cash  payment. 


l.HALL.AMDERSONS'LflNOOM 

SOLID  BUILT  "BUGKLANO" 
COMBINATION  WADING  BOOTS. 

No.  1,  Gold  Medal  iiuality, 
84s.  per  pair. 
Nos.  2  &  4  qualities,  55s.  *  37s.  6d. 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 

VEBY  BEST  QUALITY 

for  the 
HARDEST  WEAR. 

Price  30s. 
per  pair. 

Size  13's,  32s.  6d. 


THE 

HAMPSHIRE' 
FISHING 
JACKET. 

25s. 


1901  Pattepn 

"NON-SUPPING 
PIKE "  BOOTS. 

Good  sound  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply 
grooved  soles  (arrow 
pattern),  which  pre- 
vent side  slipping, 
nails  in  heels. 

As  suggested  and  used 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 

Ladles', 

18  s.  6d.  per  pair. 


„^  _  ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 

wATERPRooFERs,  mdia  Rubbcr  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers,  37,  QUEEN   VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


April  27,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


201 


Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Our  concert  takes  place 
au  April  29,  when  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  give  his 
lectiu'e,  "From  Fleet-street  to  East  Coast,"  illustrated 
with  limelight  views,  in  addition  to  a  host  of  first- 
class  talent.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  W. 
Musgrave.    Ladies  are  specially  invited. — C.  T.  A. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  May  13,  Mr.  G.  H.  SlKplicid  in  the 
chair,  and  INIr.  W.  Musgrave,  vice  chair.  1  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  prizes  offered  at  an  early  date. — 
•T.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — At  our  last  meeting 
we  made  Mr.  Wilkinson  a  working  member.  We  also 
settled  the  new  terms  of  •  subscription  to  this  club, 
which  we  have  had  to  raise  slightly  in  consequence  of 
taking  over  the  Harefield  Fisheries.  Tickets  may 
still  be  obtained  at  the  Fisheries  Hotel  (our  country 
headquarters)  at  £1  Is.  a  year  or  2s.  6d.  daily.  Our 
subscription  to  club  is :  Working  members,  Is.  fid.  a 
month ;  honorary  members,  10s.  6d.  yearly.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  particulars  to  any  gentlemen  wish- 
ing to  join.  Mr.  Derry  will  read  his  paper,  "  Angling 
and  Its  Politics— a  20th. Century  Appeal,"  on  April  28. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  by  Mr.  Louis 
Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane.  —  C. 
Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Beothees  Angling  Society,  The 
Three  Compasses,  146,  High  Holborn,  W.G. —Wed- 
nesday next,  May  1,  will  be  audit  night,  Mr.  J. 
Morrell  and  Mr.  H.  Walker  being  the  auditors 
appointed.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend. — 
T.  Pateenostee. 

Brunswick  Beothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley  -  by  -  Bow,  E.  —  Our 
dinner  takes  place  on  May  7.  Messrs.  Tucker  and 
Papworth  will  fish  off  our  lady  donor's  (Mrs.  Bessell) 
prize  On  June  16.  Our  delegate  read  the  report  of  the 
Anglers^  Association  doings,  etc.  Will  donors  of  prizes 
please  hand  over  same  on  or  before  supper  night. 
Will  those  members  who  have  been  unable  to  attend 
meetings  kindly  notify  me  if  they  intend  to  come  to 
the  supper. — A  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Wednesday  evening.  May  1,  at  8  o'clock.  On  April  29 
we  hold  our  return  visit  on  No.  1  Eastern ;  I  hope 
this  will  be  fully  supported,  as  it  will  also  be  as  a 
farewell  concert  to  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Ben  Williams, 
who  is  leaving  us  early  in  May,  but  only  in  the 
capacity  of  host.  IMr.  F.  Gray,  of  the  Gresham,  and 
Mr.  F.  Newton,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  will  be 
chairman  and  vice  respectively  during  the  evening. — 
E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Members  are  reminded  that^ 
May  1  will  be  our  fourth  quarterly  night ;  all  gentle- 
men who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  same  as 
early  as  possible.  The  past  season  was  a  very  fair  one, 
our  members  making  a  gross  total  of  9761b.  of  fish. 
— R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  May  13.  We  have  nominated  four  new 
members,  Messrs.  C.  Gabell,  E.  J.  Fisher,  A.  White, 
and  A.  Smurthwaite.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly- 
them  as  soon  as  possible. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cleekenwell  and  Disteict  United  Visiting 
List. — The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Thm-sday,  IMav"  2,  to  fix  time  and  place  for  the 
third  annual  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  prizes  fund ; 
also  to  fix  time  and  place  for  the  annual  competition 
in  connection  with  the  above.  Each  club  on  the  list 
can  send  two  delegates  to  meet  at  the  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  at  9.15  p.m.  Do  not  forget  the 
return  visit  on  Monday,  April  29,  at  the  Crown 
and  Buckland.  Amicable  Waltonians  please  note. — F. 
Castell. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  Angling  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  takes  place  next  Wednesday,  May  1, 
at  8  o'clock.  Mr.  Jeffery  (our  president)  will  do  the 
honours.  We  fish  our  sea  outing  at  Southend  on 
April  28  (seven  prizes) ;  trains  Fenchurch-street  Station, 
L.  T.  &  S.  Railway,  i9  a.m.,  return  first  train  after 
7  p.m. ;  usual  conditions. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

County  Palatine  Anglees'  Association. — At  the 
invitation  of  our  Warrington  members,  and  by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  J.  Lyon  Whittle,  a  number  of  our 
members  and  friends  are  visiting  the  trout  hatchery  in 
the  park  at  Warrington  on  May  i.  The  train  leaves 
Manchester  (Central)  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  the  under- 
signed will  attend  at  the  station  to  book  visitors,  at 
the  reduced  fare  of  Is.  9d.  All  anglers  are  invited.  A 
number  of  good  roach  were  transferred  to  our  canal 
at  Strines  on  Tuesday  last,  but  on  account  of  the 
unsuitable  weather  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  loss  by 
deaths  was  very  heavy. — Tom  Deivee. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Anns, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  April  16  we  held  our  general 


meeting,  when  important  club  business  was  gone 
through.  We  hold  our  annual  dinner  on  May  7. — W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Browniow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — Our  distril)ution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  May  14.  The  annual  dinner  on  June  9, 
place  to  be  determined  later.  I  shall  feel  obliged  if 
the  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  for  the  past 
season  will  send  in  the  same  at  their  earliest  con- 
venience.— S.  Mally. 

Forest  Ga<i'e  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — At  our  annual  general  meeting  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  Mr. 
C.  A.  Gray,  chairman;  Mr.  B.  W.  Sargent,  secretary; 
Mr.  A.  Willett,  treasurer;  Messrs.  A.  Yammer,  J.  F. 
Head,  J.  Durell,  H.  Creeke,  S.  Creeke,  E.  Mendham, 
and  W.  J.  Brundle,  committee-men.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  our  late  secretary  for  his 
services  during  the  last  three  seasons. — B.  W.  S. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  on  April  29,  when  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  anglers  and  friends.  Our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  is  fixed  for  May  14. — 
W.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  B. — No  trout  have  been 
brought  in  yet.  I  hope  members  will  come  up  in 
strong  force  on  April  30,  to  decide  about  our  sea 
fishing  outing ;  and  also  the  management  committee 
to  attend  on  May  2,  at  9  o'clock,  to  settle  when  our 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place,  and  other  im- 
portant business. — R.  Muephy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at 
the  above  on  May  16.  -Member-s  will  greatly  oblige  by 
putting  in  an  appearance  every  Thursday. — E.  S.  C. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Victoria, 
Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  2,  followed  by  a  concert,  for  which  we 
have  a  capital  programme  arranged.  We  shall  be  glad 
to  welcome  any  and  all  friends  who  may  care  to  give 
us  a  call. — W.  Tarry. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  April  30  will  members 
please  put  in  an  axjpearance  to  select  first  and 
second  prizes ;  also  some  very  important  business. 
— E.  Bishop. 

ISLiNtjTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — At  our  general  meeting 
the  auditors  gave  in  their  report,  which  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Smith  (Cambridge  Heath  Brothers)  has  kindly 
consented  to  take'  the  chair  at  our  distribution  of 
prizes  on  May  21.  A  concert  will  follow,  to  which 
ladies  are  invited. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAE  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Pom-th,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The 
members  will  compete  for  a  series  of  lapsed  prizes 
on  April  28,  at  Leigh.  Quarterly  night  and  the  end 
of  our  financial  year  occurs  on  Wednesday  next. 
May  1,  so  hope  all  members  will  attend  and  clear  the 
books  on  that  date. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.  —  Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
June  11.  All  members  must  be  clear  on  the  books  on 
May  29.  Members  that  are  on  the  limit  who  do  not 
attend  on  that  date  will  be  erased. — W..  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — This  association  held  lits 
quarterly  meeting  on  Thursday  evening  (April  18)  at 
their  new  headquarters,  there  being  a  capital  muster  of 
members,  Mr.  Pierce  occupying  the  chair.  The  balance- 
sheet  was  presented  by  the  treasurer,  showing  the  club 
to  be  in  a  sound  financial  position,  and  was  duly-  passed. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Clinch  was  elected  president  and  Mr. 
Richard  Wilson  as  vice-president  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  of  freshwater 
fish  (pike,  roach,  and  perch)  being  sold  in  Liverpool 
during  the  close  season.  As  this  is  distinctly  illegal, 
and  certainly  in  defiance  of  the  Mundella  Act,  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate  with  the 
authorities  with  regard  to  the  matter.  The  Pen-y-Cae 
water  near  Ruabon,  belonging  to  the  association, 
which  holds  a  splendid  stock  of  trout,  is  now  giving 
good  sport,  Mr.  John  Pennington  having  recently  had 
a  fine  catch  of  trout.  The  Meols  Lake  is  now  part  of 
the  club's  fishing,  and  the  cards  to  fish  it  will  be 
distributed  shortly  to  all  the  members.  Negotiations 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  secretary  for  the  taking 
over  of  some  more  trouting  water  which  will  be  a  still 
further  valuable  acquisition  to  the  association, — 

"  ROSICRUCIAN." 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street.  —  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  next  meeting  on  Monday  night — 
important  business.  Good  sport  is  being  obtained  on 
the  club's  waters  at  Bromborough.  Owing  to  the 
close  season  all  fish  are  returned.  The  rainbow  trout 
are  coming  on  well,  in  one  water  in  particular  ;  good 
sized  fish  are  seen  to  rise  frequently. — Roach  Pole. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  S.E. — We  held  our  annual 
meeting  on  April  18,  when  the  following  were  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  ; — President,  Mr.  J.  Wood ; 


chairman  and  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  ;  vice- 
chairman,  Mr.  H.  Padbury;  committee,  Messrs.  A. 
R.  Matthews,  P.  Salter,  C.  Newbury,  H.  Stockbridge, 
C.  Davis,  and  W.  L.  Chamness;  secretary,  Mr.  '(,'.  e! 
Allen  ;  auditors,  Messrs.  A.  E.  Baldwin  and  J.  W. 
Chandler.  The  secretary's  cash  account  and  the  i>alance 
sheet  were  laid  on  the  table,  each  showing  an  advance 
on  the  previous  year's  working.  Our  annual  dinner 
was  fixed  to  be  held  at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel, 
London  Bridge,  S.E.,  on  Thursday,  May  10  next,  at 
6..30  p.m.,  when  Mr.  J.  Sceats  will  preside,  supported 
in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  H.  Padbury. — C.  E.  Ai.le.n. 

Oglandeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— There  are  some  good 
prizes  still  to  be  angled  for  in  the  sea.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  is  fixed  for  Mav  2, 
7.30  p.m.,  Surrey  Masonic  Hall.  General  meeting" for 
election  of  officers  and  committee  on  May  9. — H.  W. 
Morgan. 

Oeiginal  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,   Cheshire-street,   Bethnal-green. — Will 

members  attend  next  week  to  arrange  the  prize  list  for 
the  coming  season ;  also  the  date  and  place  for  annual 
dinner,  and  to  alter  the  date  of  distribution  night, 
which  now  stands  for  May  29  ? — George. 

Oemonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  April  30 ;  supper  to  be  on  the  table 
at  eight  sharp. — J.  Mann. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  —  Our  annual 
dinner,  under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  C.  A. 
Lumley,  supported  by  Major  Brown,  proved  a  success. 
The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  duly  honoured.  The 
report  by  the  secretary  showed  a  great  increase  of 
members  and  a  splendid  condition  of  affairs  generally. 
Col.  W.  Brown,  Messrs.  B.  Covell,  C.  Wilbe,  and 
Renalt,  junior,  were  proposed  as  working  members, 
and  Mr.  King  as  an  honorary  member.  The  "  Emden  " 
Challenge  Cup,  having  been  won  by  Mr.  C.  Pettit,  will 
be  held  by  him  for  the  coming  season.  Lumley's  and 
Brown's  cup  was  won  by  Mr.  Phillip.  Messrs.  Fletcher, 
Renaut,  Pettit,  WooUon,  Saalfeld,  Clark,  and  Franco 
were  prize  winners. 

South  Beemondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
toeials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Our  visit  takes 
place  on  May  7. — J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List. 
10,  Warndon  Street,  Rotherhithe  New  Road,  S.E. — 
The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  May  7  to  the  South 
Bermondsey  Piscatorials  at  the  Club  and  Institute, 
Rotherhithe  New  Road,  near  South  Bermondsev 
Station  (S.C.R.),  when  we  trust  to  receive  the  support 
of  the  societies  affiliated  to  the  list. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — At  our  annual  general  meeting 
the  balance  sheet  showed  the  society  in  a  flourishing 
state.  Mr.  Brock  was  elected  chairman ;  W.  Beattie, 
secretary ;  Messrs.  Jolly  and  Rapley,  delegates  to  the 
Association ;  Messrs.  Clapshaw,  G.  Chamberlain, 
W-  Morgan  Craythorne,  Bolding,  F.  Jewsou,  C.  Lloyd, 
C.  Rushton,  and  Earl  were  elected  on  the  committee  ; 
Messrs.  F.  Jewson  and  W.  Woodford  as  trustees. 
May  6  will  be  the  date  of  our  prize  distribution  and 
concert. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Some  important  business  was 
got  through  at  the  special  meeting  on  Tuesday  last. 
After  a  long  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the  society- 
be  removed  to  a  larger  house,  its  growing  needs 
requiring  it.  It  was  also  decided  to  hold  the  supper 
and  distribution  on  May  21.  IMembers  having  altera- 
tions of  rules  to  make  will  oblige  by  handing  them  in 
as  soon  as  possible. — A.  P. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Our  annual  general 
meeting  takes  place  on  May  1.  Our  annual  dinner  is 
fixed  for  May  22.— W.  L.  K. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  distribution 
night  being  close  at  hand,  the  secretary  will  be  glad 
to  receive  prizes  from  any  donor ;  we  have  a  fine  large 
show-case  ready  for  them.  Mr.  E.  Thompson,  attend- 
ing the  A. B.C.  prize  night,  had  the  misfortime  to  lose 
a  pearl  (jack)  scarf-pin  which  he  values.  The  secretary 
would  be  glad  to"  hear  from  anyone  having  found 
same. — E.  Howarth. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  prize  distribution  and  annual 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  May  16,  when  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  elected. — 
H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — The  committee 
has  gone  through  the  rules  and  revised  them,  and  on 
May  1  there!  will-be  a  special  meeting  of  all  members  to 
pass  them. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — The  prizes  for  the  past  season  will 
be  presented  at  our  annual  dinner  on  May  9.  We 
shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  brother  anglers  and 
friends.  The  prize-winners  are  Messrs.  Elsmore, 
Carter,  Ramsay,  Martin,  Cox,  sen.,  Cox,  jun.,  Parsons, 
and  Hunter, 
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Mr.  Chas.  a.  Bryant,  of  Huntingdon,  writes :  "  I 
am  deeply  grieved  to  have  to  inform  you  of  the  death 
of  Alderman  Clark,  the  much  respected  chairman  of 
the  Huntingdon  Angliug  Association,  which  sad  event 
took  place  on  April  10,  very  suddenly,  at  his  residence, 
Argyll  Villa,  Huntingdon.  His  loss  is  greatly  de- 
plored." 


all  the  chief  rivers  and  angling  resorts  between  Liver- 
pool-street and  the  East  Coast,  "  Constable's  Country  " 
and  St.  Ives  coming  in  for  some  share  of  attention. 


I  HEAR  that  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  King  to  the  effect  that 
the  Royal  swans  are  to  be  reduced  bv  at  least  one-half 
on  the  Thames,  and  that  the  T.A.P.S.  have  arranged 
for  the  whole  of  the  barren  swans  to  be  taken  off 
during  the  spawning  season  at  their  own  expense. 


In  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  North  London  Auxiliary 
to  the  Printers'  Pension,  a  grand  smoking  concert  will 
be  held  at  the  Empress  of  Russia  on  Saturdav  evening 
April  27,  at  8..30  prompt.  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais  will 
occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  West  the  vice-chair. 


Mr.  R.  G.  WooDRrFF,  Secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane, 
Barbican,  B.C.,  writes :  "  I  am  shortly  placing  all 
particulars  of  the  new  guide  book  in  the  hands  of 
printer  ;  will  all  secretaries  please  write  me  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  should  the  particulars  given  in 
the  list  of  angling  societies  or  other  information  be 
incorrect." 


The  fishing  round  Wisbech  is  all  that  could  be 
desired,  for  with  the  exception  of  trout  and  chub  most 
fash  are  to  be  met  with  there,  and  roach  of  a  laroe 
size  are  frequently  taken.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
lecture  some  portraits  of  local  anglers  and  other 
celebrities  were  thrown  upon  the  screen,  and  all  were 
warmly  applauded.  These  included  Mr.  J.  R.  Bam- 
bridge,  who  originated  the  entertainment,  Mr.  Cope- 
land  (secretary  of  the  Izaak  Walton),  Mr.  Belcher 

A  "'"^         Howitt.    Messrs.  J.  E.  Copeland 

and  W.  Hill  (joint  secretaries)  deserve  credit  for  so 
successfiilly  carrying  out  the  arrangements  which 
gave  general  satisfaction,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  (vice- 
president.  Central  Association)  attended,  and  many 
ladies  graced  the  proceedings  by  their  presence,  the 
lecturer  being  heartily  thanked  at  the  close 


It  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  to  learn  that  Mr. 
Edward  Marston  is  now  the  doi/en  of  the  London 
publishing  world.  Although  a  veteran  in  years  he  is 
still  youthful  in  energy  and  spirits.  He  is  a  keen 
fisherman,  and  has  written  many  interesting  and 
instructive  books  on  fish  and  fishing  over  the  signature 
of  "  The  Amateur  Angler."  The  last  work  from  his  pen 
IS  now  in  the  second  edition,  entitled  "  An  Old  Man's 
Holidays."  A  copy  of  this  admirable  little  book 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  angler,  and  it  may  be 
obtained  through  any  bookseller,  or  from  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low  &  Co.,"  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House 
Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


Paper,  entitled  "  Angling  and  its  Politics,"  a 
20th  century  appeal,  by  Albert  Derry,  will  be  read  in 
the  concert  room  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Societv  on 
April  28.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock  by 
Mr.  Louis  Chaplais.    Anglers  are  cordially  invited. 


Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  on  Wednesday  evening  caught 
a  very  pretty  trout  at  Windsor  Weir.  It  weighed 
3Jlb. 

Mr.  F.  Brown,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Reading  and 
District  Angling  Association,  calls  attention  to  an 
omission  in  the  notice  of  the  annual  report  of  April  13. 
He  says  :  "  You  have  not  given  us  credit  for  900  perch 
of  the  Kennet  breed,  200  large  roach  ditto,  and  some 
^idgeon  seven  inches  in  length.  I  am  also  promised 
100  three-year-old  trout." 


,  The  exciting  football  contest  for  the  Cup  final  which 
took  place  last  Saturday,  was  shown  at  the  Roval 
Aquarium  ou  Monday  by  means  of  the  bioscope  and 
IS  daily  to  be  seen  there.  The  films  are  remarkably 
clear,  and  show  the  intense  interest  which  was  taken 
by  the  enormous  crowd.  The  holiday  programme  is 
maintaining  its  popularity,  and  with  the  additions  of 
this  week  constitutes  a  capital  entertainment. 


The  annual  concert  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  on  Saturday  evening  last  was  a  great  success. 
The  large  room  at  the  Champion  Hotel  was  well 
filled,  and  the  entertainment  provided  by  the  com- 
mittee was  thoroughly  appreciated  by  all  present. 


Mr.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  says : 
"  Several  fly  fi.shermen  have  been  trying  their  luck  on 
the  river  Lark,  and  some  good  fish  were  taken  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  last.  A  brace  of  trout  about 
31b.  each  v^ere  taken  in  the  West  Row  Deeps,  and 
another  brace  in  the  Isleham  Pool.  At  Ickling'ham, 
Mildenhall,  and  Lackford,  some  nice  fish  have  also 
been  had.  There  is  now  plenty  of  insect  life  about, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  watch  the  roach  and  dace 
gobbling  down  the  gnats,  etc.  The  river  is  in  good 
order." 


The  following  i.s  taken  from  an  evening  paper,  dated 
April  15  :— "  Few  anglers  have  ventured  out  up  the 
lhanies,  and  the  landing  net  has  been  very  little  in 
■,  notable  capture  has  been  made,  a  trout 

of  /01b.  being  landed  at  Sheppertou,  The  fish  was  one 
of  the  old  real  brown  of  the  Thames."  I  should  like 
to  see  this  trout. 


An  important  new  departure  with  regard  to  the 
express  conveyance  of  merchandise  traffic  between 
England  and  Ireland  is  announced.  The  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  has  for  many  years  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to,  and  invested  a  large  amount 
of  capital  in,  cultivating  and  fostering  the  traffic  between 
the  two  countries.  The  fleet  of  steamers  which  main- 
tains the  service  has  been  greatly  improved,  all  the 
older  vessels  haying  been  replaced  by  new  ones.  On 
and  from  May  1,  it  is  intended  to  have  a  regular  service 
of  three  sailings  daily  in  each  direction  between  Holy- 
head and  Dublin.  In  addition  to  this,  the  service  will 
be  so  accelerated  that  goods  despatched  from  London, 
Birmingham,  and  the  Midland  Counties  in  the  after- 
noon, and  from  Lanca.shire  and  Yorkshire  towns  in  the 
evening,  will  be  delivered  in  Dublin  the  following  day. 
Hitherto  it  has  not  been  possible  to  effect  deliverv 
until  the  third  day,  but  a  remedy  has  at  length  been 
found  by  the  introduction  of  this  new  train  and  steamer 
service.  By  their  enterprise  the  London  and  North- 
Western  Company  can  now  claim  to  have  brought 
Ireland  a  day's  journey  iieai'cr  England. 


■  A  lecture  on  fishing  in  the  Eastern  Counties  was 
given  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ")  last  week, 
at  the  invitation  of  the  Izaak  Walton  and  Institute 
Fishing  Societies,  in  the  large  hall  of  the  Working 
Men's  Institute,  Wisbech.  Mr.  P.  J.  Gardiner,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Institute,  presided.  The  lecture  was  illus- 
trated by  nearly  one  hundred  lantern  slides,  many  of 
them  specially  taken,  shown  by  the  aid  of  the  famous 
Selwyn  lantern  belonging  to  the  Institute,  and  was 
much  appreciated.  The  lecturer  gave  an  account  of 
fishing  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Walton,  contrasting  it 
with  that  now  obtainable,  and  giving  views  of  nearly 


The  twenty-sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Silver 
Trouts,  held-- at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  last  w§ek 
proved  a  very  enjoyable  function.  Mr.  Cecil 
Lumley  made  an  excellent  chairman,  being  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  W.  Fletcher  (the  president).  Major 
Browne,  Mr.  Reuant,  etc.  The  prizes  included  a  five- 
gmnea  cup,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  LOG 
also  a  splendid  silver  salver,  the  gift  of  the  chairman! 
Quite  a  bevy  of  names  were  handed  in  for  membership 
including  that  of  Colonel  Browne,  C.B.  A  splendid 
musical  programme  was  carried  out ;  amono-st  those 
assisting  were  Mrs.  F.  J.  Williams  and  Mr.  Barry 
Lmdon.  The  sum ,  of  24s.  was  collected  for  the 
T.A.P.S.  Altogether  the  "Trouts"  seem  to  have  a 
rattling  good  time  before  them  in  the  coming  season. 


That  the  angler  is  a  "contemplative  man"  (says 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang  in  the  Morning  Post)  is  generally 
taken  for  granted,  on  the  strength  of  Izaak  Walton, 
with  his  definition  of  angling  as  "the  contemplative 
man's  recreation."  In  his  day  "  contemplation  " 
usually  meant  an  almost  entranced  and  mystical 
frame  of  mind,  though  Izaak  himself  was  pretty  wide 
awake  when  his  float  began  to  bob.  When  we  cease 
to  sit  on  a  grassy  bank  with  a  rod  and  a  float,  and 
take  to  fly  fishing,  it  does  not  do  to  be  entranced  ;  we 
must  bo  extremely  alert.  Consequently  one  doubts 
whether  the  modern  angler  is  "contemplative."  He 
really  thinks  of  his  chances,  his  soul  is  sensitive  to  a 
rise,  and  I  believe  that  while  there  is  a  vestige  of  hope 
at  the  bottom  of  the  creel  the  angler  pays  little  or  no 
attention  to  landscape.  Scenery  is  not  what  he  has 
come  to  the  waterside  for — he  wants  fish;  Still  less 
does  the  angler  care  for  historical  associations  con- 
nected with  the  stream  or  loch  by  which  he  "  plies  his 
lure."  Except  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  who  ponders  on 
the  Treaty  of  Bingham  while  he  fishes  the  "  dub  " 
adjacent,  I  remember  no  writer  on  angling  who  has 
much  to  say  about  the  historical  scenes  through  which 
he  wanders.  Generally  the  gillie  knows  more  about 
the  associations  than  does  his  employer. 


_  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central  Association 
list  will  be  to  the  Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society 
held  at  the  Bald-Faced  Stag,  Wor.ship-square  on 
Monday,  April  29,  when  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (presi- 
dent) will  occupy  the  chair.  A  crowded  gathering  is 
anticipated. 


I  AM  very  much  obliged  to  "  Washington  "  for  the 
information  he  sends  rc  "  Night  Fishing  in  the 
Thames  for  Coarse  Pish,"  but  cannot  quite  "  swallow  " 
it.  He  calls  it  "official"  truth,  which  may  be 
described  as  a  special  blend  with  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  genuine  article. 


The  Freshwater  Fishermen's  Society  of  Plymouth 
and  District,  under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Auckland, 
is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  A  copy  of  the  rules  is  to 
hand,  and  is  very  creditable  indeed  to  the  committee. 
Mr.  J.  Ranson  Newton  is  the  hon.  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  members  may  confidently  look  forward 
to  a  successful  career. 


The  I  first  item  you  sent!  Mr.  Francis'(no  address)  is 
not  qiiite  original,  as  three-thirds  of  it  are  quotations. 
But  don't  be  offended  ;  try  again.  Rejection  does  not 
necessarily  imply  a  lack  of  literary  merit,  but  may 
simply  mean  that  the  material  submitted  does  not 
seem  quite  adapted  to  present  needs.  Dragnet. 


240  TROUT 

Were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Special  TAPERED  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS, 
such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  10s.  per  doz.  (3  yds.). 

SALMON  mid  TROUT  BODS,  FLIES  and  CASTS  of  the  HIGHEST  QUALITY. 

OGDEN  & SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 
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Provitieial  flflgliflg  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  splendid  weather  just  now,  and 
as  a  consequence  trout  fishipg  has  greatly  improved. 
Several  of  our  members  have  had  good  sport  in  the 
vicinity  of  Newnham  Brid'^e  and  on  . the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Severn.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Blythe  at  Hampstet,  Redware.  Trout  fishing  on 
the  stretches  below  Hampton  Locls  has  been  very 
bad.  The  fish  that  have  been  taken  have  been 
in  very  good  condition  ;  they  have  run  rather  small  so 
far,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season.  The 
St.  Stephen's  Club  has  fixed  up  a  scale  of  sizes  for 
fish  to  be  weighed  in  for  their  specimen  prizes,  and 
also  a  scale  of  weights  for  the  setting  up  of  specimen 
fish  caught  by  the  members  from  their  club  waters. 
This  club  has  a  splendid  stretch  of  water  on  the  River 
Avon  at  Luddington,  which  already  has  produced  some 
very  fine  specimen  bream  and  roach  which  adorn  the 
walls  of  their  club-room.  The  Seymour  Club,  which  meet 
at  the  Bjitannia  Inn,  Sherbourne-road,  have  made  a 
large  nimiber  of  new  members  during  the  last  month  ; 
this  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  change  of  management, 
as  the  x^resent  new  secretary  seems  to  bo  taking 
great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  society.  A  new 
secretary  has  been  appointed  by  the  Harborne  Society, 
owing  to  Mr.  Comrie  having  to  leave  Birmingham 
for  special  business  purposes.  Mr.  S.  Link  has.  been 
elected  secretary  of  the  Balsall  Heath  Society  in  tbe 
place  of  Mr.  Carpenter,  who  has-  recently  died. 
Several  new  clubs  are  in  the  course  of  formation 
outside  the  city  of  Birmingham,  and  will  in  due 
course  be  visited  by  the  visiting  committee.  They  all 
have  more  than  the  required  number  of  members. 
The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  are 
making  their  arrangements  for  the  annual  contest, 
which  will  be  held  earlier  this  year,  in  order  that 
it  will  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  club  contests. 
The  place  has  not  been  finally  fixed  up,  but  some  of 
the  committee  are  anxious  for  it  to  take  place  near  to 
Stafford.  The  canal  here  is  private,  but  no  doubt 
permission  may  be  obtained  from  those  who  have  the 
rights  of  the  fishing.  : 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  in  trout  fishing.  The 
tidal  waters  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill,  Wawne,  and 
Dunswell  are  in  first  class  trim  for  bottom  fishing, 
and  flounders  and  eels  are  fairly  well  on  the  run,  and 
during  the  week  fish  of  7^oz.  and  8Joz.  each  have  been 
caught.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  first  big  event  of  the 
season,  an  open  match,  takes  place  at  Dunswell  at 
half-past  two  in  the  afternoon.  The  Hull  Town 
Angling  Association  opened  their  season  on  the 
Burstwiok  Drain  at  Hedon  and  had  fairly  good  sport, 
considering  that  a  strong  northerly  wind  prevailed 
during  the  time,  and  Mr.  C.  Cobman  secured  the  first 
prize  with  lib.  15foz.,  and  Messrs.  C.  Clarkson  and 
J.  W.  Thompson  coming  in  second  and  third  with  over 
lib.  of  fish  each.  The  ponds  at  New  Holland  and 
Barton  are  now  providing  splendid  sport  amongst 
flounders,  so  likewise  are  the  havens  and  drains  con- 
fluent with  the  Humber, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  district  was  the 
extensive  stocking  done  to  the  Bollin  last  ^Saturday 
by  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  when  some 
5,000  good  fish  found  a  home.  This  river  for  many 
years  has  not  received  much  attention,  but  lately, 
owing  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association,  there  is  every  prospect  of  its  regaining 
the  lost  affections  of  our  men.  The  annual 
reunion  of  St.  Helens  anglers  and  friends  was  a 
most  enjoyable  event,  Mr.  Wells-  presiding  over  a 
good  muster.  These  events  are  so  much  in  favour  that 
it  is  no  wonder  they  are  so  well  attended.  The  Lune 
and  its  tributaries  are  not  reported  in  good  order, 
and  not  expected  to  be  until  after  some  warm  i-ain, 
which  will  enable  the  migratory  fish  to  reach  the  sea. 
Last  week  end  a  good  number  of  rods  were  out  from 
Warrington,  chiefly  on  the  Gowy.  Eels  are  now 
plentiful  and  flounders  were  also  taken  freely  in  the 
tidal  portion.  Several- trout  were  taken;  one  and  a 
half  brace  was  the  best  basket. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  remarkably  sudden,  and  let  us  hope  permanent, 
change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  weather  has  put  an 
improved  face  on  trout  fishing,  and  although  anglers 
complain  that  the  waters -are  a  trifle  too  clear,  yet, 
since  Saturday,  they  have  obtained  encouraging  sport 
with  the  fly.  The  weather  has  been  delightfully  warm 
this  week,  and  both  aquatic  vegetation  and  insect  life 
have  developed  rapidly  under  its  influence.  With  an 
increased  number  of  flies  on  the  water  trout  are  rising 
more  freely,  especially  in  the  evenings,  when  they  have 
given  the  best  sport.  On  some  streams  two  and  three 
brace  per  rod  have  been  killed  with  the  fly  after  6  p.m., 


The  process  of  swimming  the  maggot  and  worm  has  also 
been  attended  with  success,  but  this  style  of  angling 
h-Bs  not  been  so  largely  followed  since  the  conditions 
for  fly  fishing  improved.  With  the  streams  in  capital 
ply,  and  the  prospect  of  a  continuance  of  the  summer- 
like weather,  fishermen  should  be  able  to  make  up  for 
the  time  they  lost  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  trout 
fishing  season. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

So  far  our  men  have  born  tlio  hardships  of  the  close 
-season  with  oonuiii'udiible  fortitude.  The  "Thirty" 
Club  are  to  be  fiivoui  t'd  witli  a  lecture  by  Mr.  A.  C.  do 
Boinville  on  the  sul)ject  of  fly-fishing,  and  the  lures 
used  in  the  hands  of  such  an  experienced  angler,  the 
event, is  bound  to  be  a  great  s-uccess.  .  The  last  report 
from  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  speaks  of  con- 
tinued prosperity.  In  the  coming  season  they  intend  to 
fully  utilise  the  available  time  on  matches  a  few  but  on 
individual  efforts  many.  A  report  is  to  hand  of  two 
days  on  the  Dee  at  Berwyn,  where  a  local,  with  the 
fly,  secured  a  nice  basket  of  seventy-five  fish.  Many 
af  our  locals  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting,  and  have  done 
so  for  many  years.  Now,  however,  they  are  notified 
in  no  ambiguous  terms  that  for  the  future  they  must 
T3ot  fish  in  any  waters  "  from  the  banks  of  the  Tre- 
vallyn  estate." 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  ias  been  bad  on  the  smaller  streams  owing  to 
the  bright  weather.  Very  few  trout  have  been  caught 
anywhere  for  a  week  past,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of 
sport  till  a  change  comes  in  the  climatic  conditions. 
Very  few  coarse  fish  are  now  being  taken  in  this 
district.  A  few  bream  are  being  taken  at  Bramerton 
and  Postwick,  just  below  Norwich,  but  roach  are  quite 
off  the  feed.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society  is '  fixed  to  take  place  on  May  2, 
at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich.  The  president,  J.  Nigel 
Gurney,  Esq.,  will  take  the  chair,  and  a  good  attend- 
ance of  anglers  is  anticipated. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Wellington  Society  jhave  placed  2000  additional 
trout  in  their  waters  at,  Shardlow,  and  more  are 
expected.  The  stretch  has!been  plentifully  stocked  and 
ought,  before  many  seasons  are  over,  to  yield  splendid 
sport.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  is  announced 
for  May  2. — Members  of  the  Radford  Victoria  Society 
— the  oldest  in  the  city — have  just  held  their  half- 
yearly  dinner  at  headquarters,  when  the  customary 
prizes  were  awarded  as  follows  :  Chub,  1st,  &.  Bell-  - 
field;  2nd,  C.  Brownett  ;  3rd,  H.  Wales.  Bream, 
1st,  H.  Frettingham ;  2nd,  J.  Milward.  Roach, 
1st,  W.  Keys ;  2nd,  T.  Palin  ;  3rd,  A.  Frettingham. 
Dace,  1st,  T.  Skidmore ;  2nd,  J.  Cowery;  3rd,  W. 
Bellfield.  Perch,  1st,  J.  Gee ;  2nd,  J.  Kemp  ;  3rd,  H. 
Gee.  Rufi,  1st,  P.  Read,  jun. ;  2od,  F.  Read,  sen.  ; 
3rd,  J.  Gotterill.  The  society  is  in  a  most  healthy 
condition  financially.  The  Waltonian  Society 
have  also  met  in  half-yearly  assembly  under 
the  presidency  of  Mr.  E.  Draper,  with  Mr.  J.  Truman 
in  the  vice-chair. ,  The  secretary  (Mr.  A.  Shardlow) 
reported  a  balance  in  hand  of  between  £7  and  £8,  and 
stated  that  of  the  twenty-one  prizes  offered  for  com- 
petition nineteen  had  been  won.  The  Trent  is  running 
in  low  and  bright  condition,  and  privileged  anglers 
ought  now  to  get  on'tferms  with  the  salmon  known  to 
inhabit  the  Shardlow  waters.  Some  choice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  creeled  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Damflask,  recently  taken  over  by  the  corporation' 
and  where  trout  anglers  may  have  a  day  for  2s.  6d.,  or 
the  season  for  £1  Is.,  has  proved  a  great  boon,  and 
some  good  sport  has  been  -found.  The  dam  promises 
grand  sport  during  the  season.  The  Sheaf,  a  local 
stream,  is  giving  very  good  sport  indeed,  and  there  are 
frequent  catches  of  two  or  more  brace.  The  stream  is 
kept  well  stocked,  and  is  most  carefully  watched,  and 
the  members  of  the  association  who  have  most  of  the 
length  are  reaping  the  reward  of  their  care.  There  is 
not  much  doing  in  the  Derwent  and  other  local 
waters. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  glorious  weather— a  complete 
jump  from  the  wet,  cold  weather  of  the  past  months 
into  bright  summer  sunshine,  with  slight,  balmy 
breezes — which  has  transformed  the  world  into  a 
complete  flower  garden,  and  in  so  short  a  time  that  it 
is  almost  marvellous ;  scarcely  ever  was  so  grand  a 
blossom  seen  on  the  stone-fruit  trees  ;  they  are  one 
mass  of  bloom,  and  the  flower  gardens  are  gay  in  their 
floral  wealth.  The  rivers  are  down  to  a  nice  level  and 
in  capital  condition ;  flies  are  coming  out  fast,  and 
the  trout  have  been  rising  well  at  the  Red  Palmer, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Silver-twisted  Blue.  Several  sports- 
men have  brought  home  some  very  nice  fish, 
and  others  have  had  capital  sport  in  the 
brooks  with  the  worm,  with  which  bait  fish  up 
to  21b.  have  been  taken.  Several  bull  trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  river  Severn  .during  the  week 
under  the  -  an(3i   with   the   artificial    minnow,  the 


largest  41b.  6oz.,  and  ha.s  given  mucli  sport.  JIany 
rods  will  be  out  durin»  the  next  few  davrf ;  there  is 
every  prospect  of  much  better  sport  than  last  season 
yielded,  and  club  members  are  anxious  to  be  on  their 
waters.  Some  fine  chub  have  been  taken  with 
the  fly,  but  being  the  'close  season  were  at  once 
returned  to  the  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prospect.?  for  anglers  have  decidedly  improved 
lately.  The  unsettled  weather  gave  jjlace  to  sjinny 
days,  which  have  hold  their  own  against  the  meteoro- 
logical forebodings  of  the  weather  wise.  The  rivers 
have  run  down  and  arc  mostly  clear  and  in  fair  con- 
dition. Trout  anglers  have  been  busy,  and  appear,  on 
the  whole,  to  have  done  well.  At  the  present  time  the 
Olive  Bloa,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  Dark  Needle  Brown, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge,  and  March 
Brown  are  undoubtedly  the  best  flics  for  the  Yorkshire 
streams.  The  North-Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committee, 
at  their  recent  quarterly  meeting,  had  the  question  of 
poaching  prevention  before  them.  It  was  thought 
that  more  might  be  done  . to  enforce  the  bye-laws  by 
means  of  rewards  for  information  leading  to  c  jnviction, 
and  a  motion  referring  the  subject  to  the  executive 
committee  was  adopted. 


^ofcs  from  tffc  ^ovlff. 


The  Dee  has  been  yielding  exceedingly  well  to 
salmon  anglers  on  the  mid-reaches,  but  very  little 
doing  on  the  waters  lower  down.  There  are  plenty  of 
fish,  but  they  run  through  the  pools  as  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water  rises. 


The  unusual  phenomenon  of  a  shower  of  hail  like 
green  gooseberries,  followed  by  an  unusual  rise  of 
March 'Browns,  was  witnessed  on  the  Dee  on  Thursday 
(April  18).  The  afternoon  closed  with  a  thunder- 
storm.  No  wonder  sport  is  sometimes  slack ! 

Sixty  finnock  and  sea-trout,  aggregating  601b.,  wece 
taken  by  Scott's  Pool  on  the  Ugie  one  forenoon  last 
week,  mostly  to  the  worm. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  season,  a  beauty  of  2|lb.,  was 
killed  by  Dr.  Kelman,  London,  on  the  Ugie  last  week. 
This  is  fully  two  months  earlier  than  the  normal  time. 


■  There  should  be  capital  sport  to  the  fly  on  the  T)bn, 
Deveron,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Findhorn,  Lossie,  and  Beauly 
right  on  from  now  till  the  first  week  in  Jime. 


I  am  sometimes  asked  if  the  spring  is  as  good  as  the 
autumn  season  for  sea-trout  angling.  Certainly  not ; 
but  then  a  mixed  basket  of  fairly  good  brown  and  seai 
trout,  finnock  or  whitling,  may  be  made  just  no\^ 
which  may  not  be  looked  for  in  the  autumn. 


Sir  Edward  and  Lady  Grey  have  just  finished  an 
excellent  spring  salmon  season  on  tbe  Conon  (Ross- 
shire)  water.  Tliey  had  a  conjoint  bag  of  ninety-two 
fine  fish,  averaging  81b.  Eighteen  -of  these  were  killed 
by  Lady  Grej'. 


The  fi'ee  (nominally)  water  at  Huntly  is  yielding 
some  good  sport.  Mr.  Kitchinmau,  Dr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Davidson,  and  iMr.  Mcintosh  divided  some  ten  salmon 
between  them  last  week,  while  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout,  61b.  and  81b.,  were  made  by  others. 


Sir  William  Arrol  is  personally  superintending  the 
reconstruction  of  the  bridge  over  the  Dee  at  Balmoral 
for  the  King.    It  is  being  raised  and  widened. 

Sea-trout  kelts  are  plentiful  in  the  tidals.  They  are 
easily  known  by  the  razor-like  mackerel  appearance, 
large  fins  and  heads. 

The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  to  be  made  a  freeman  of 
Glasgow  when  she  opens  the  exhibition  next  month. 
Anglers  already  claim  her  as  a  brother  of  the  rod,  and 
an  adept  at  the  gentle  art. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  seventh  annual  concert  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  Saturday  last,  April  20,  at  the  Champion 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  (of  the 
Fishing  Gazette)  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  Louis 
Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  Jouson,  Shoe-lane,  officiating  as 
vice-chairman.  Many  well-known  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Press  were  present,  and  a  crowded 
audience  testified  to  the  well-deserved  popularity  of 
the  Lychnos,  who  may  be  said  to  hold  the  record  in 
the  matter  of  concert  programmes.  As  usual,  a 
splendid  array  of  talent  was  forthcoming,  and  every- 
thing passed  off  without  a  single  hitch  of  any  kind. 
The  proceedings  opened  with  a  cleverly-rendered 
overture,  "The  Maypole  Duet,"  by  Madame  .Annie 
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DELLER 


Croolrea   Lax^e,   I.o^do«    Bria^e,   B.C.,  &  1,  St.,  St.  Ja«xes%  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
■7Sr/-   With  steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^CH" 

REUBEN  HEATON, 

8ALM0N,TR0UT&  NOTTINGHAM  REEL  MAKER  1 

FOB  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD.  - 
Wholesale  only— UNIVERSAL  WORKS,  HOSPITAL  STREET, 


Do  Not  Fish 

in  Cotton = Lined 
Tweeds. 


Pure  Wool  Tailors, 
42,  Conduit  Street,  W. 

Telegrams:  "  High  most,  London. 


New  Sporting  Catalogue  {44  pages,  50  Illustrations),  Post  Free. 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 

—not  cold:  bub  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds ;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 


(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


Establishvd  1857. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD,  LONDON 

Specialities  in   Writing  Tables  for 

" BUSY  AND  OFT  INTERRUPTED  MEN " 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32   PAGES   OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "F.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces.  °  ^^'"""o 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookstaUs,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  $t..  E,C. 


£6  12s  6d 
£2  10s  Od 


The  "  Oakley  "  shutter-front  writing  table,  in  oak,  panelled  sides 
and  back,  fitted  with  drawers,  sliding  trays,  smaller  drawers, 
pigeon-holes,  shelves,  racks,  &c.,  4  ft.  2  in.  ...   

"  Oakley  "  revolving  and  tilting  chair  in  stamped  leather  

The  chair  can  also  be  supplied  stained  mahogany  or  walnut 

MAPLE  &  00 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Trout,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace,  x 
.    v  .Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by  1 

THOMAS  FORD, 

iViANOR  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 

N.B. -SPECIAL    LINES    IN    GRAYLING.  RAINBOWS 

AND  CARP. 


April  27,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


295 


Povey  and  Mr.  Arthur  Ba5'lis,  after  which,  in  quick 
succession,  appeared  Mr.  J.  Hatton  with  "The  Light- 
house Keeper,"  Mr.  Arthur  Lunnon,  Mr.  Fred  Wilson, 
Mr.  Alf  Smart,  and  Mr.  Tom  Mulroy.  Mr.  T.  E. 
Denvers  was  much  appreciated  in  "  Very,  Very  Rude," 
while  Mr.  James  Norrie,  who  is  at  present  engaged  at 
four  of  the  principal  London  music-halls,  found  time 
to  look  in,  and  was  rapturously  encored."  Mr.  Tom 
Leamore's  name  was  also  on  the  bill,  but  he  was 
prevented  from  appearing  through  illness.  Mr.  Charles 
Goulding  was,  as  usual,  excellent,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  Mr.  R.  Fanstone,  both  gentlemen 
well  deserving  the  applause  they  received.  Mr.  Jack 
Fray  sang  "  In  the  Smoke,"  and  was  heartily  assisted 
by  the  audience,  his  -second  effort,  "The  Lyoh- 
nobite,"  proving  one  of  the  hits  of  the  evening. 
Two  other  tit-bits  were  Mr.  Harry  Lynn,  the 
celebrated  ventriloquist,  and  Mr.  Dickens,  a  splendid 
baritone,  while  Mr.  Pat  Calvert,  in  full  costume  (an 
Irish  patriot)  came  ia  for  quite  an  ovation.  The 
Elm  Concertina  Band  was  a  happy  addition  to  the 
programme  and  was  greatly  appreciated.  The  ladies 
were  grandly  represented  by  Madame  Povey,  Miss  Kate 
McGeeney,  Miss  Florrie  Beck,  Miss  Norma  Cunning- 
ham, Miss  Macready  (in  place  of  Miss  Lillie  Harold, 
who  was  unfortunately  absent  through  indisposition), 
and  Miss  Ada  Rowella.  The  thanks  of  all  are  due  to 
Mr.  Baylis,  Mr.  Harry  Doyle,  and  Madame  Povey  for 
their  excellent  musical  direction  ;  to  Mr.  Harry  Pyne, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Povey,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Skinner  for  their 
admirable  stage  management ;  and  to  Mr.  E.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Paton,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  (the 
president)  for  their  splendid  stewardship.  Miss  Josie 
West,  Miss  Lillie  West,  Miss  Pattison,  Miss  "  Daisy," 
and  Master  Cannell  also  deserve  special  mention  for 
their  admirable  services  in  the  programme  department. 
An  appropriate  conclusion  was  reached  by  the  advent 
of  funny  Harry  Hudson,  who  arrived  just  in  time 
"  not  to  be  too  late,"  and  to  wind  up  one  of  the  best 
"  socials "  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  Several 
telegrams  were  received  during  the  evening  from 
gentlemen  who  were  unable  to  attend,  including  one 
with  a  handsome  donation  to  the  benevolent  fund  of 
the  society  from  Mr.  John  Lees,  of  the  Falcon  Tavern, 
Fetter-lane.  Mosnah  Dis. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


At  Monday's  meeting  it  was  reported  that  the  Gran- 
nom  was  up  on  the  Kennet,  but  no  record  has  come  to 
hand  of  any  sport  amongst  trout.  Several  members 
had  fished  both  the  Kennet  and  Lambourne  previous 
to  the  rise  with  poor  results.  There  was  no  news 
either  of  anything  having  been  done  at  Uxbridge. 
Mr.  W.  Edmonds  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
way  the  natives  fish  for  sardines  at  Biarritz,  mention- 
ing that  the  rod  used  was  35ft.  long.  The  "  Red 
Book "  for  the  present  year  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  members  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  days.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters, 
closed  the  meeting.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  April  24, 
at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  John  C.  H.  Jago  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed ;  the  hon.  secretary  read  reports  from  the 
society's  agents  at  Deal,  Clacton,  and  Penzance,  also  a 
letter  from  a  member  oSering  to  assist  members  going 
to  Southwick  or  Shoreham  bass  fishing  to  obtain  some 
sand-eels.  Particulars  can  be  had  upon  application 
to  the  hon.  secretary. 

Mr.  Croft  Handley  showed  two  interesting  specimens 
of  £  hippocampus  and  a  skate.  Mr.  Gibson  gave 
Bome  particulars  of  the  fish  to  be  obtained  in  Aus- 
tralian waters.  In  a  very  interesting  discussion  upon 
the  possibility  of  using  artificial  silk  for  fishing  lines, 
Mr.  Bates  showed  two  interesting  modifications  of 
tackle.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
usual  toast  to  the  society. — Chaeles  S.  Patterson, 
Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  presided  at  the  ordinary  rmeeting 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  There  was  so  much  to 
deal  with  of  a  business  nature  that  there  was  scarcely 
time  for  Mr.  P.  E.  Eldred  to  give  his  reading  on 
"Tuna  Fishing,"  so  he  very  kindly  ofiered  to  give 
-this  on  Tuesday  next  at  nine  o'clock.  Two  gentlemen 
were  nominated  for  membership.  Mr.  J.  Martin 
Dickins  showed  his  very  handsome  pike  captured  in 
Ireland  last  autumn,  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper.  If 
any  member  wishes  to  go  to  Loch  Leven  this  year 
and  represent  the  society  at  the  National  Angling 
Cl'Ub's  competition,  I  hope  he  will  write  me  imme- 
diately on  seeing  this  notice  expressing  his  willingness 


to  go  as  it  will  be  desirable  to  select  a  representative  on 
Tuesday  evening  next.  A  large  number  of  our  friends 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  exceptional  weather  to 
try  a  little  fly  fishing,  mostly  at  Chesham ;  a  good 
muster  was  there  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  but 
very  few  fish  were  taken.  They  appear  to  have  risen 
short,  and  some  good  Csh  were  hooked  and  lost.  Mr. 
Close  and  Mr.  Allen  hooked  fish,  l\Ir.  Charteney  had 
one  of  IJIb.,  iMr.  Young  a  brace,  and  a  friend  fishing 
with  him  one  nice  fish  of  thirteen  inches.  The 
weather  at  the  time  of  writing  is  even  more  promising 
of  sport,  and  I  hope  to  relate  some  good  catches  in 
the  report  next  week.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
closed  to  the  meeting.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


Covvesponbence, 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  BETWEEN  EXETER  AND 
EXMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Clydesdale "  I  am 
pleased  to  supply  the  following  information: — The 
nearest  trout  fishing  to  Exmouth  is  in  the  Otter,  five 
miles  away.  The  best  and  nearest  coarse  fishing  is  in 
the  Exeter  Canal.  The  quickest  way  to  get  to  the 
canal  from  Exmouth  is  to  take  train  to  Topsham  (5d.) ; 
from  Topsham  Station  to  the  ferry  is  about  three 
minutes'  walk.  After  crossing  the  ferry  the  angler  is 
immediately  on  the  canal  bank. 

If  "Clydesdale"  will  send  his  address  to  me  at 
School  House,  Handley,  Salisbury,  I  will  gladly  give 
him  the  fullest  information  possible,  as  I  have  fished 
the  canal  regularly  for  several  years  from  Exeter  and 
Exmouth. — Yours  truly,  Arthur  Lamb. 

School  House,  Handley,  Salisbury. 


SIZE  OF  THE  TUNNY  IN  EUROPE. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Seehund  "  is  mistaken  if  he  opines  that 
tunnies  do  not  reach  a  great  weight  in  Europe.  Brehm 
states,  in  his  "Thierleben"  (life  of  animals),  that 
Thynnus  il/t'(ii^er?-a?ie-!<s  attains  a  length  of  two  to  three 
metres,  and  a  weight  of  150  to  300  kilogrammes,  and, 
exceptionally,  even  four  metres  and  600  kilogrammes 
=  about  13001b.  In  his  excellent  description  of  this 
fish  he  says,  further,  that  in  the  sea  department 
Trapani,  one  of  the  twenty-two  sea  departments  of 
Italy,  the  early  average  catch  of  tunnies  is  about 
19,000  fish,  of  an  average  weight  of  120  kilogrammes  = 
2751b. 

I  beg  to  send  you  the  "  1900  Volume  of  the  Peche 
Moderne,"  with  a  very  interesting  article  re  tunny 
fishing  with  a  trolling  (trailing)  bait,  by  Pion.  I  may 
also  quote  some  lines  of  the  splendid  book,  "  La  peche 
et  les  poissons,"  by  H.  de  la  Blanchere  : — 

"  Le  thon  se  peche  dans  la  Mediterran^e  depuis 
avril  jusqu'au  mois  d'octobre.  Ce  poisson  voyage  en 
bandes  comme  le  maquereau,  dont  I'arriv^e  precede  la 
sienne  da  fort  peu  de  temps.  On  preyid  beaucoup  de 
thons  d  la  ligne  ;  on  se  sert  d'hamecjons  ou  bricoles 
(treble  hooks)  que  Ton  amorce  avec  un  appat  animal 
quelconque,  souvent  meme  avgb  des  leurres  de  liege 
converts  de  plumes  et  empiles  sur  du  laiton,  des 
mouchcs  a  saumon,  des  tue-diables  et  cuillers,  tout  ce 
qui  chatoie,  en  un  mot.  Mais  dans  ce  cas  il  faut  etre 
en  bateau  et  laisser  trainer  la  ligne,  ou  si  Ton  est 
stationnaire  pecher  an  trolling  (spinning).  Quand  en 
6te  ou  vers  I'automne  le  thon  approche  des  cotes  on 
en  prend-  facilement,  si  on  salt  leur  presenter  I'amorce 
qui  lem-  convient. 

"  Ce  poisson  se  nourrit  de  harengs,  de  sardines,  et 
probablement  de  beaucoup  d'autres  petits  poissons, 
mais  I'orphie  (English  hornfish)  et  le  scombresox 
semblent  sa  proie  de  predilection,  car  non  seulement 
le  thon  le  force  a  chercher  sa  surete  dans  un  autre 
element  mais  il  saute  apres  lui  d'une  force  si  consider- 
able, ordinairement  en  croisant  sa  course  qu'il  reussit 
a  atteindre  sa  proie  avec  sa  queue.  Le  thon  se  noui-rit 
aussi  volontiers  de  leches  (sepia). 

"On  a  observe  une  curieuse  habitude  des  thons. 
Quand  ces  poissons  voyagent  et  que  la  mer  devient 
calme  toute  la  troupe  s'arrete  pour  chasser  et  jouer  a 
la  surface  des  flots.  lis  ne  se  remettent  en  marche 
que  quand  le  vent  vient  agiter  la  mer. 

"  On  peche  le  thon  dans  la  Mediterranee  a  I'aide  de 
la  madrague,  de  la  thonaire  et  de  la  courantille." 

As  I  am  talking  of  big  fish,  I  may  mention  a  splendid 
carp  of  16  kilogrammes  (about  3olbs.) ;  length,  thirty- 
four  inches  ;  girth,  thirty  inches  !  which  I  saw  exhibited 
last  week  alive  in  a  bathing  tub. 

It  was  caught  by  a  netsman  in  the  Rhone  near 
Lyons,  and  the  lucky  fisherman  earned  more  than  £40 
within  a  few  days  by  his  industrious  show. 

I  read  with  considerable  interest  "  Benwyan's " 
notes  about  fishing  in  Switzerland — this  being  my 
native  country.  "  Benwj'an  "  will  certainly  not  take 
it  amiss  if  I  correct  some  errors  in  his  article;  one  of 
them  he  has  already  pointed  out  himself. 


Omble  chevalier— at  Geneva  called  more  often  Ombre 
chevalier— (Sabno  salvelinus,  L.)  char,  has  nothing 
common  with  the  Ombre  or  Ombre  commune 
(TInjmallus  vulgaris)  grayling,  except  part  of  the 
name.  ' 

The  char  is  exclusively  a  lake  fish,  living  most  part 
of  Ihc  year  in  the  greatest  depths  of  most  of  our 
Swiss  lakes,  only  coming  up  to  fry  on  clear  gravel,  and 
even  then  rarely  at  lesser  depths  than  fifty  to  one 
hundred  feet. 

The  grayling  lives  in  rivers  only.  The  two  fish  are 
very  often  mistaken  one  for  the  other  here  in  France 
and  in  French  Switzerland,  because  of  the  similar 
name,  but  never  could  be  done  so  by  anybody  if  only 
seen  together  at  the  same  time,  they  being  of  totally 
different  shape  and  colours. 

Is  it  not  very  curious  that  char  never  grow  bigger 
than  8oz.  to  lOoz.  in  the  lake  of  Zug  (at  the  foot  of 
the  Righi)  where  they  abound,  and  are  one  of  the 
most  important  fish  "for  the  professionals  ?  whereas 
they  are  sometimes,  though  rarely,  taken  as  heavy  as 
121b.  to  181b.  in  other  lakes  (Zurich  and  Geneva). 
Char  are  even  more  estimated  as  fish  for  the  table 
than  trout,  at  least  in  Switzerland,  and  really  1  con- 
sider them  "  a  dish'  for  the  king  "  (if  we  had  one). 

Vengeron  and  chevane  (or  chevhie)  are  not  the  same 
fish.  Vengeron  or  Gardon  (Leuciscus  rutilus,  L.)  is 
identical  with  friend  roach,  and  chevane  with  chub ; 
both  of  them  are  common  in  our  rivers  and  lakes. 
The  lottc  (Lota  vulgaris,  Cuvier)  is  your  burbot,  and 
not  a  catfish,*  and  unfortunately  also  abounds  in  our 
waters.  It  is  the  most  dangerous  egg  eater  of  the 
whole  freshwater  tribe.  As  many  as  four  thousand 
eggs  of  Coregon  i  have  been  counted  in  the  stomach  of 
one  individual !  The  professionals  of  the  lake  of 
Zurich  have  a  peculiar  but  very  effective  method  of 
catching  this  brute  by  a  sort  of  small  wooden  trap 
nets  sunk,  in  ranges  of  many  hundreds  attached 
together,  to  the  ground  of  the  lake  at  depths  of  fifty 
to  one  hundred  yards,  and  lifted  only  every  fortnight 
or  so,  as  the  whole  proceeding  means  heavy  work, 
mostly  in  winter  time.  Not  unfrequenlly  the  smaller 
burbots  are  devoured  by  their  bigger  brothers  when 
imprisoned  together  in  the  traps.  As  food  burbot  are 
a  very  dainty  morsel. 

Of  the  Feras  there  are  as  many  as  eight  species  in 
our  lakes  (Dr.  V.  Fatio,  "  Les  Coregones  de  la  Suisse  "), 
sometimes  three  or  four  different  kinds  together  in 
one  lake,  but  at  different  depths.    Most  of  these  fry  in 
winter — October  to  February — but  there  are  one  or  two 
summer  spawners— July-August.     The  Coregoni  are 
the  most  important  fish  of  our  lakes,  and  certainly 
of  no  less  importance  to  our  netsmen  than  the  herring  : 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  North  Sea.    They  are  mostly 
taken  with  nets,  but  there  is  a  nice  and  also  effective  ' 
method  of  catching  them  with  hook  and  line  which  I 
described  at  some  length  seven  or  eight  years  ago  in  ■ 
the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Seehund  is  probably  quite  right  in  stating  that  he 
saw  perch— /Ves/i-zt'afcr  perch — in  the  harbour  of  Kiel ;  . 
at  least  that    excellent   ichthyologist   and  angler 
Von  dem  Bome  says  in  his  precious  little  book, 
"  Angelfischerei,"  that  big  perch  abound  in  the  Baltic 
(In  der  Ostsee  wo  der  Barsch  zahlreich  und  in  grossen  • 
Exemplaren  vorkommt).    I  think  the  reason  for  his  . 
being  found  in  the  Baltic,  but  not  on  the  Atlantic  ■■ 
coasts,  lies  in  the  well-known  fact  that  the  water  of 
the  former  contains  only  about  one-third  of  the  per-  • 
centage  of  salt  solution  found  in  the  latter. — Yours 
truly,  W.  WiESMANN. 

Lyons;  March  9,  1901. 


THE  TUNNY,  WITH  PHOTO. 
(See  page  2S3.) 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  pleasure  the  sundry 
letters  in  my  Fishing  Gazette  anent  the  "  Tunny." 
Possibly  many  of  your  subscribers  do  not  know  what 
he  looks  like,  so  I  enclose  a  photograph  of  one,  taken 
in  the  fish  market  at  Funchal,  Madeira,  by  my 
brother  about  two  j'ears  since. 

You  are  quite  at  liberty  to  reproduce  this  in  the 
Fishing  Gttzette. — Y'ours  truly,  A.  W.  B. 

Brighton. 


A  FEW  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  have 
the  kindness  to  give  me  the  information  asked  for  in 
the  queries  below  ? 

1.  Is  the  combined  phantom  and  spoon,  Geen's 
patent,  a  really  good  lure  for  salmon,  or  is  that  only  an 
advertiser's  statement '? 

2.  Is  the  ring  mounted  Devon  suitable  for  salmon 
fishing,  and  strong  enough  in  the  v^ng  to  hold  a  salmon 
in  a  heavy  stream  ? 

3.  The  Devons  appear  to  be  made  too  "  fat "  about 


*  There  exists  in  the  lakes  of  Neuchatel,  Morat, " 
Bienne,  Constance,  and  also  in  the  Upper  Rhine,  a 
kind  of  a  catfish  (Siluriis  glanis,  L.)  cailied  Wels, 
which  grows  to  a  tremendous  weight,  SOOlb.  and  more, 
and  two  to  three  yards  in  length.  It  is  mostly  caught 
bv  night  lines,  sometimes  bv  trailing  or  in  nets. 
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the  fins.  Does  any  maker  supply  them  of  a  thinner 
make  than  those  usually  seen  ? 

4.  Will  phosphor  bronze  or  rustproof  vfire  gimp  be 
suitable  for  making  traces  for  spinning  for  salmon, 
and  would  it  do  for  mounting  Devons,  as  it  would  not 
.  fray  like  gut '?— And  oblige,  yours  trulv, 

North  Wales.  "      "  Salmo." 

Dear  SiK,— In  "Some  Queries"  "Scotch  Reel" 
asks,  "  Are  sea-trout,  like  salmon,  sujiposed  to  be 
incapable  of  feeding  in  fresh  water,  and  merely  take 
the  bait  as  an  experiment '?  " 

Now  last  autumn  a  friend  of  mine  hooked  a  salmon, 
and  we  distinctly  saw  it  throw  up  a,  small  fish  that 
looked  like  a  young  trout  half-digested.  There  was  no 
doubt  about  it.  The  bank  from  which  he  was  fishing 
was  very  high,  the  water  clear  as  crystal,  and  the  rock 
behind  which  the  salmon  was  lying  near  the  bank. 
That  salmon  was  undoubtedly  experimenting  with  the 
bait  as  you  or  I  would  experiment  with  a  fillet-steak. 
I  have  had  too  many  sea-trout  take  my  minnow  to 
doubt  but  that  they  have  a  clear  idea  as  to  what  their 
little  brother  tastes  like,  only,  like  the  rest  of  us,  they 
sometimes  make  mistakes. 

-A.gain,  Why  is  it  that  salmon,  atter'feeling.the  hook 
in  their  mouths,  so  often  remain  quite  still  for  a 
moment  or  two  ?  I  believe  they  are  retching  with  all 
their  might  to  eject  the  uncongenial  intruder,  and  then 
when  they  find  this  a  failure  off  they  go  like  mad  down 
the  pool. — Yom-s  truly,  "  Medico. 


PLAYING  FISH  WITH  LINE  IN  HAND- 
GUDGEON  IN  PONDS. 

_  Deab  Sie,— As  you  truly  observe,  "  Some  anglers, 
like  Mr.  Jardine,  think  nothing  of  playing  and  killing 
a  201b.  or  301b.  pike  with  the  line  manipulated  by  the 
left  hand."  I  have  played  and  killed  pike  in  this  manner, 
and  a  fish  could  no  more  get  into  weeds  or  any  "  other 

undesirable  place  "  than  when  using  a  reel.  Your 
correspondent,  Frank  Mason,  says,  "  I  have  never  read 
or  heard  how  a  fish  is  played."  Perhaps  not.  Well, 
the  whole  thing  is  fully  described  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  by  "  The  Boston  Bittern  "  on  Januarv  26,  1901, 
page  72,  paragraph  5,  where  he  says  :  "  As  to" playing  a 
fish  when  hooked,  there  should  be  no  more  diflicuTty 
in  that  than  playing  it  from  the  reel."  Certainly  not, 
and  in  my  humble  opinion  there  never  was  a  check 
invented  that  ever  could  or  ever  will  beat  the  fingers 
when  casting  from  a  light  reel,  getting  in  line  very 
quickly,  or  playing  a  fish.  I  do  not  require  them  any 
more  than  I  do  a  reel  with  either  bars  or  cages.  I 
have  known  a  fine  line  get  inside  and  round  the  spindle 
of  an  expensive  reel  with  a  cage,  three  and  four  times 
in  a  day.  Whilst  a  novice  is  messing  about  with  skids, 
checks,  springs,  and  patent  breaks,  etc.,  an  adept  has 
often  hooked  his  fish.  If  your  correspondent  had  seen 
the  old  anglers  I  have  seen  over  fifty  years  ago  playing 
pike  (and  good  pike)  without  a  reel,  for  the  very  simple 
reason  that  they  never  used  one,  he  would  know  that, 
to  an  expert,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  matter! 
When  spinning,  if  one  makes  a  cast  of  thirty  yards 
and  hooks  a  fish  with  fifteen  yards  of  line  on  the 
ground,  with  the  butt  of  the  rod  pressed  into  the  left 
groin,  if  one  does  not  know  how  to  manipulate  the 
line  with  the  left  hand  to  suit  the  operations  of  the 
right,  the  fish  would  probably  escape  ;  anyway,  with 
a  coil  of  line  on  the  ground  the  angler  must  play  and 
kill  his  fish  without  any  aid  from  the  reel— in  short, 
as  if  it  were  not  on  his  rod,  and  the  manipulatiori 
of  the  line  with  his  left  hand  must  as  it  were  answer 
to  the  action  of  his  right.  In  the  good  old  days,  at 
Stoke  Newington  Reservoirs,  for  instance,  it  was  a 

treat  to  see  old  Frank  S  with  his  strong,  light, 

rather  short  yet  supple  rod,  with  large  rings  -  stnke] 
play,  and  kill  jack  in  no  other  way.  No  fourteen 
foot  rods  for  old  Frank.  Everything  went  like 
clockwork— his  left  hand  worked  his  line  to  perfection, 
and  I  seldom  saw  him  make  any  mistakes  in  beginning 
to  spin,  either  too  late  in  shallow  water  or  too  soon 
in  deep,  faults  often  observed  in  novices.-  Old 
"Blood"  Wilson  was  another  fine  spinner  who  never 
used  a  reel.  A  bit  of  cardboard  prevented  the  line 
from  being  lost,  and  he  would  spin  right  up  to  the 
bank. 

So  much  for- what  I  have  so  oftenVead,  "  Never  touch 
the  line  when  a  fish  is  in  play."  '  The  fact  is,  there 
are  occasions  when  this  is  the  only  thing  one  can  do, 
and  when  sticking  to  the  reel  would  probably  mean 
the  loss  of  a  fish.  You  think  not!  Very  well,  then 
let  us  agree  to  differ.  '  ' 

It  does  not  matter  how  much  line  is  on  the  ground 
when  the  angler  strikes  his  fish.  A  small  fish  would 
not  take  any  line  out  any  more  than  in  ordinary 
angling,  and  if  a  big  fish  was  allowed  to  take  out  the 
lot,  then  your  correspondent  would  still  have  plenty 
left  on  his  reel  to  fall  back  upon,  or  should  have  ;  but 
when  no  reel  is  used  the  hands  work  together'  like 
machinery,  one  hand,  mark  you,  never  beginning 
what  the  other  cannot  carry  out,  and  what  is  done 
must  be  done  quickly  and,  as  stated,  like  clockwork. 

Gudgeon  in  ponds.  —  Your  contributor  Edwin 
Gosling  says  :  "  He  was  very  much  astonished  at 
gudgeon  being  in  a  small  pond ;  and  until  about  ten  I 


years  ago  I  had  no  idea  they  could  live  in  small  ponds." 
Well,  I  believe  that  they  could  live  and  tlirive  in  a  horse 
trough ;  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  caught  them 
in  private,  wayside,  old  horse,  and  all  sorts  of  ponds, 
and  regular  whoppers  all  along  the  Grand  Surrey 
Canal  (why  Grand  I  could  never  make  out)  from  Old 
Kent-road  toHatcham,  or  more  properly  "  Coldblow," 
many  of  them  quite  as  large  as  those  in  the  Thames, 
and  before  they  entirely  disappeared,  you  can  believe 
me  or  not,  they  were  a  little  bit  gassy  to'eat.  Also  some' 
carp  taken  from  the  pool  where  the  gasholder  stands 
tasted  very  much  of  gas. 

There  is  a  private  pond  on  Denmark-hill  coiitaining 
a  large  number,  but  they  run  small.  There  is  also  an 
old  wayside  pond  near  the  quaint  old  mill  at  Little 
Bognor  in  Sussex,  where  they  ean  be  caught,  and 
many  others. 

Even  Mr.  Pennant  says  somewhere  that  gudgeon 
will  not  thrive  in  still  waters.  This  is  on  a  par  with 
tlie  poet  Goldsmith,  who  says  in  his  "Animated 
Nature  "  that  the  gudgeon  has  no  air-bladder,  when 
the  fact  is  it  has  a  very  neat,  nice,  well-developed, 
pretty  one.  In  conclusion,  .1  can  only  remark  that 
both  these  gentlemen  must  have  been  labouring 
under  a  fallacious  hypothesis,"  as  the  saying  is. — 
Yours  truly.  Old  Angler. 


THRE.'VTENBD  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  GRAY- 
LING IN  THE  KENNET  (HUNGERFORD). 
Sir, — I  am  sending  you  with  this  report  a  copy  of 
the  Newbury  ]\'ecJdi/  News,  and  would  draw  your 
attention  to  the  remarks  made  by  one  of  the  lessees 
(Dr.  R.  H.  Barker)  re  Grayling,  and  to  what  is 
contemplated  being  done,  which,  I  hear,  commences 
on  Friday  next  (April  26) ;  at  the  same  time  to  point 
out  that  the  lessees  have  already  disposed  of  their 
season  tickets  (£10  10s.),  which  includes  grayling- 
fishing  from  October  to  the  end  of  December,  1901. 
Whereas,  at  the  said  meeting,  it  was  proposed, 
seconded,  and  carried  that  the  "grayling"  should  be 
"'exterminated."  If  such  a  course  is  pursued,  what 
are  those  gentlemen  who  have  taken  the  season 
tickets  going  to  do  from  October  to  December  this 
year?  It  certainly  appears  equivalent  to  a  party 
advertising  shooting  at  so  much  a  gun,  and  when  the 
required  numbers  have  been  arranged  for  the  party 
letting  the  shoot  to  say  we  will  destroy  the  rabbits 
because  they  are  a  nuisance  and  destructive  to  the 
crops.  I  should  have  thought  that  previous  to  issuing 
season  tickets  for  1902  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  had  another  rule  to  that  effect  in  their  code 
of  rules  and  regulations. 

I  should  like  to  hear  what  some  of  your  readers 
have  to  say  as  to  grayling  interfering  with  crayfish  or 
the  spawn  of  them.  Perhaps  some  of  them  would 
enlighten  myself  as  well  as  others  on  this  point. — 
Yours  truly,  "Gnome." 

[Grayling  interfering  with  crayfish  I  The  idea  is 
absurd,  and  as  for  interfering  with  the  spawn  that  is 
more  absurd  still,  as  the  eggs  adhere  to  and  are 
hatched  under  the  hen  crayfish,  and  the  young  cray- 
fish are  protected  by  her  as  a  hen  protects  her 
chickens.  There  were  grayling  and  crayfish  in  the 
Dove  in  Walton  and  Cotton's  time,  and  ages  before, 
and  so  there  are  now.  The  crayfish  are  far  more 
likely  to  eat  grayling  eggs. — Ed.] 


EARLY  REFERENCE  TO  THE  DRY  PLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  lately  been  reading  a  book  of 
"Pulman's"  (Third  Edition,  enlarged  and  published, 
1851),  and  I  came  across  the  following  words :  "  Let  a 
dry  fly  be  substituted  for  the  wet  one."  Is  this,  if  not 
the  first  direct  reference  to  dry  flyfishing,  at  least  a 
very  early  one.  I  have  attempted  to  find  an  earlier 
allusion,  but  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  I  trust  I 
am  not  wasting  your  valuable  space  with  my  query. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know,  after  so  kindly  writing 
to  me  about  it,  that  while  staying  at  Weston-super- 
Mare  I  went  over  to  Cheddar,  twelve  miles  away,  and 
in  a  north-easter  and  violent  snow  *nd  rain  had 
excellent  sport  with  the  trout.  The  fishing  only  con- 
sists of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  running  through 
back  gardens  and  by  the  side  of  the  road. — Yours,  etc., 

March  Brown. 

[We  have  seen  earlier  references  to  the  use  of  the  dry 
fly  ;  will  look  them  up  presently.  Curiously  enough 
we  are  on  the  track  of  a  reference  which  goes  back  1,0 
the  first  decade  of  last  century. — Ed.] 


PAINT  FOR  FLOATS— WHAT  IS  THE  BEST 
COLOUR  ? 
Hair  v.  Gut. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  the  best  paint  or  varnish 
to  paint  the  top  of  a  fioat  with  to  see  at  a  long  distance, 
and  also  the  best  colour  to  use.  I  also  see  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  last  week  a  note  on  "  Hair  v.  Gut." 
Which  do  you  think  is  best  for  roach  fishing  ? — Yours, 
etc.,    ^  Amateur. 

[Aspinall's  enamel  paints  answer  admirably.  White 
or  bright  red  are  the  best  colours.  Many  first  rate 
roach  anglers  will  use  nothing  but  hair  ;  but  we  have 
always  found  fine  drawn  gut  just  as  good  as  hair  and 
a  great  deal  better,  because  it  can  be  used  finer  than 


liair  and  is  infinitely  stronger.  If  you  get  an  extra 
good  fish  on  a  hair  lino  you  have  to  waste  so  much 
time  playing  him  (for  fear  of  breaking  the  hair)  that 
if  you  had  used  gut  you  could  have  caught  two  or 
three  in  the  time.  Hair  enthusiasts  say  they  ean  kill 
with  it  when  no  gut  however  fine  is  any  use.  If  this 
is  true  it  justifies  their  faith,  but  we"  take  leave 
doubt  it. — Ed.] 


to 


;    GREEN  DRAKE  JPISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you,  or  one 
of  your  readers,  will  give  me  any  information  about- 
green  drake  fishing  in  Ireland— Which  lakes  are  free  ? 
Whether  drake  is  likely  to  be  up  at  Whitsuntide  this 
year  ?  Best  lakes  and  probable  cost  for  week's  fishing 
for  two  young  fellows  who  are  not  particular  about 
roughing  it  a  bit.  This  and  any  other  information 
likely  to  be  of  use  will  greatly  oblige  yours  truly, 

F.  H.  C. 


ONE  HUNDRED  RAINBOWS  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib,— Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  H.  H. 
Gray,  of  Hyde  End  Fishery,  Brimpton,  Berks,  I  have 
been  able  to  add  to  our  stock  of  trout  in  the  Thames 
one  hundred  splendid  fish  averaging  about  fifteen 
inches  in  length.  They  are  of  the  species  Salmo 
irideus  (rainbow),  very  strong  and  healthy,  and  I 
consider  it  a  very  handsome  present. — Yours  truly, 
P.  Brown,  Hon  Sec, 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association. 

[Wo  are  always  glad  to  chronicle  gifts  of  trout  for 
the  Thames. —  Ed.] 


THE  SWISS  NUGGET. 
Sir, — Would  some  of  your  correspondents  try  the 
enclosed  and  report?    Dressing  :  Body  of  seal's  down, 
coloured  with  "  uiitaniisliable  "  German  gold  bronze. 
Furnace  hackle— loiiii  tout.— Yours  trulv, 

A.  B.  W. 


PLAYING  FISH  WITH  LINE  IN  THE 
LEFT  HAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Relative  to  Mr.  Frank  Mason's  query  as 
to  how  the  above  is  managed,  I  will  write  you  again, 
giving — if  possible — a  diagram   and  describing  the 
modus  operandi. 

1  am  rather  amused  at  your  editorial  note  to  Mr. 
Mason's  letttT  in  the  Fishing  Oauilc  of  April  20, 
.saying,  "  that  I  tliink  nnthin-'  of  playing  and  killing 
a  201b.  or  3011).  pike  with  tin-  line  manipulated  by  my 
left  hand" — but  you  have  sent  me  do  tJiis  with  pil^e 
weigliing  151b.  and  181b. —Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine, 


GUT  V.  HAIR. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  read  the  articles  on  "Notes  for 
Roach  Anglers,"  which  have  appeared  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged 
for  information  as  to  where  good  reliable  hair  is  to  be 
obtained.  In  several  catalogues  hair  lines  are  men- 
tioned, but  they  seem  too  cheap  to  be  of  much  good.— 
Yours  truly,  E.  H.  B. 


BRACING  TROUTING. 
Dear  Sir, — If  "  Ardnamurchan  "  wants  to  get  to  a 
bracing  place  for  trouting  he  might  do  worse  than  try 
the  Upper  Coin  in  East  Gloucestershire,  right  up 
amongst  the  Cotswold  Hills.  The  air  is  very  bracing, 
the  scenery  is  very  delightful,  and  the  snug  inn,  "  The 
Swan,"  is  very  comfortable.  There  is  a  good  stock  of 
trout,  one  man  on  Saturday  getting  the  limit  of  five 
brace,  averaging  lib.  Mrs.  Woodman,  the  lessee  of 
the  water,  would  give  all  particulars. — Yours  truly, 

F.  L. 


A  NOVEL  WAY  OF  FLY-FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  fond  of  fishing,  but  have 
never  caught  a  fish  in  my  life,  so  gave  it  up;  most 
people  might  wonder  why  I  never  took  to  it  as  a 
profession,  when  they  have  read  this.  About  tlii'ee 
years  ago  I  was  at  North  Wales,  where  I  was  staying ; 
the  great  attraction  of  the  place  was  fly-fishing,  so  I 
thought  I  would  try  my  hand  at  it.  One  day  I 
went  CO  a  shop  and  asked  the  man  to  rig  me  up  a 
fislaing-rod  all  ready  for  use,  and  when  he  had  done  so 
I  found  that  the  line  was  not  weighted,  so  I  asked  the  • 
man  for  a  box  of  split  shot.  He  tried  his  best  not  to 
smile,  but  it  was  all  he  could  do  not  to.  When  all 
was  ready  I  took  my  rod  and  went  to  the  most 
crowded -part  of  the  river — if  you  can  call  the  Welsh 
rivers  crowded  and  noisy — and  sat  on  one  -of  the 
stepping-siones  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  I  then  put 
a  few  split  shot  on  the  line  to  sink  the  fly,  and  sat 
there  for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon ;  when  I  came 
home  to  tea  I  was  greeted  with  laughter.  I  tried  the 
next  day  and  lost  all  my  hooks  in  the  trees,  which 
made  me  very  savage.  When  I  told  my  friend,  an 
angler,  he  said  next  time  I  try  fishing  I  should  use  a 
bun  for  bait. — Yours  truly,  G.  J.  Huth. 

P.S. — The  above  is  quite  true;  I  did  not  know  any 
better  at  the  time. 

{Several  letters  a/re  imavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  W.  R.  Prossee  sends  me  a  copy  of  "  The 
True  Art  of  Angling,"  published  by  "  Onesimus 
Ustonson,  the  fishing  tackle  maker,  No.  205,  Comer 
of  Bell-yard,  Temple  Bar,  1770."   Mr.  Prosser  says  : 

"  Seeing  in|  Fishing  Gazette  a  paragraph  in  your 
notes  about  an  old  French  angling  book,  I  thought, 
perhaps,  you  would  like  to  see  the  enclosed  book.  The 
part  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  is  '  Methods  of 
Catching  Fish,'  practically  by  poisoning  the  river, 
and  also  the  method  to  prevent  people  catching  fish." 

The  method  horu  to  prevent  any  persons  catching 
fish  is  as  follows  : 

"  Rub  his  line  with  a  little  salt,  or  strew  some  about 
it  on  the  water,  and  you  will  find  no  fish  will  bite." 

Mr.  Prosser  thinks  this  is  a  nice,  kindly,  sports- 
manlike sort  of  a  "  recipe." 

In  his  advertisement  in  front  of  this  little  book 
(which  is  mostly  a  hash  up  of  previous  angling 
■writers),  Mr.  Onesimus  Ustonson,  "  successor  to 
the  late  Mr.  John  Herro,"  mentions  that  he  has 
on  sale  "  the  best  and  freshest  India  weed  or  grass 
just  come  over  ;  likewise  a  fresh  parcel  of  superfine 
silkworm  gut,  no  better  ever  seen  in  England,  as 
fine  as  a  hair  and  as  strong  as  six,  the  only  thing 
for  trout,  carp,  and  salmon."  Some  years  ago  I 
remember  quoting  the  whole  of  this  curious  old 
fishing  tackle  advertisement. 

An  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  in 
Vienna  for  1902. 

The  Austrian  Fisheries  Union  is  arranging  to 
hold  a  grand  general  International  Fisheries  Ex- 
hibition in  the  second  half  of  September,  1902. 
The  Imperial  and  Royal  State  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  undertaken  to  support  the  affair 
with  a  considerable  subsidy.  The  exhibition  is  to 
include  everything  relating  to  fish,  fishing,  and 
fisheries  in  relation  to  commerce,  sport,  and  science. 
Further  particulars  and  information  can  be  had  by 


writing  to  the  Secretai-y,  Vienna  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion, 13  Herrengasse,  Vienna.  The  fisheries  of  the 
Adriatic  are  to  be  specially  represented. 

Mr.  T.  Bumpus  writes  to  me  to  ask  "  where  the 
following  lines  occur, 

"  I  envy  nobody  except  he  who 
Catches  a  bigger  fish  than  I  "  — 
and  adds,  "  I  am  told  they  occur  in  '  Walton  & 
Cotton,'  but  I  have  been  unable  to  confirm  this. 
Knowing  your  extensive  knowledge  of  everything 
pertaining  to  piscatorial  literature,  I  thought  you 
might  be  able  to  identify  the  quotation." 

I  am  sorry  to  say  my  knowledge  is  at  fault  in 
this  case.  Perhaps  some  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  can  help  me.  I  thought  the  lines  were 
Charles  Cotton's,  but  cannot  find  them. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


PICKEEEL"  FISHING. 


The  "  American  cousins "  of  our  English  pike 
are  called  "  pickerel,"  and  are  found  in  most  ponds 
and  lakes  of  the  State  of  New  York.  A  fish  of  31b. 
is  considered  one  of  good  size,  but  specimens 
weighing  81b.  or  101b.  have  been  captured,  though 
very  rarely.  Like  our  English  Esox,  pickerel  are 
game  fish,  and  voracious  feeders,  taking  small  frogs, 
fish-fry,  and  worms.  Artificial  baits  and  spoon 
baits  easily  tempt  them,  and  they  rise  freely  to 
large  flies  in  the  early  spring.  Pickerel  are  mostly 
found  in  shallow  waters,  seldom  seeking  the  deeps, 
their  favourite  haimts  being  among  the  lily  pads, 
also  near  weeds  growing  up  under  water. 

They  are  also  caught  by  live-bait  fishing,  and  by 
"  trailing  "  a  "  spoon-bait,"  or  an  artificial  eel, 
minnow,  etc.,  slowly  behind  a  boat,  a  method  much 
practised  in  America,  also  on  Irish  loughs  for 
pike  and  trout.    We  English  anglers  do  not  care  at 
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all  for  the  latter-mentioned  fishing  —  namely, 
"  trailing,"  but  like  to  angle  for  and  find  our  fish 
in  a  sportsmanlike  way. 

There  are  several  lakes  within  an  easy  distance 
of  New  York  City,  which  contain  pickerel,  bass, 
perch,  and  wall-eyed  pike ;  the  latter  are  very 
beautiful  fish,  and  seem  to  combine  the  peculiarities 
of  both  the  pike  and  the  perch,  as  will  be  seen  from 
om-  illustration  of  a  95lb.  specimen.  It  is  recorded 
that  some  have  been  taken  weighing  801b.  and  401b. 
each.  From  their  prickly  dorsal  fin,  these  fish  seem 
to  be  akin  to  the  pike-perch,  or  zander,  of  the 
Danube  and  other  European  rivers  and  lakes. 

All  the  fish  mentioned  can  be  caught  with  rods, 
tackles  and  baits,  such  as  those  ordinarily  used  for 
pike  and  perch  fishing.  Greenwood  Lake  is  a 
beautiful  expanse  of  water,  about  eight  miles  long 
by  one  in  width,  and  forty-five  miles  from  New 
York.  Some  relatives  of  mine  spend  a  few  weeks 
here  every  summer,  in  the  midst  of  beautiful 
scenery,  enjoying  capital  fishing  ;  for  the  water  hf^s 
been  regularly  stocked  with  fish  for  many  years, 
and  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  it  recently. 

From  the  fine  "  c»ver  "  afforded  by  the  trees  and 
woods  surrounding  Greenwood  Lake  anyone  visiting 
there  might  think  that  game  would  be  plentiful ; 
but  this  is  not  the  case,  especially  at  the  east,  or 
top,  end  of  the  waters,  consequently  the  attendants 
at  the  boat-houses  are  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
many  dogs. 

One  day  a  young  lad  said  to  an  angling  visitor, 
"  I  have  just  seen,  down  by  the  boat,  a  pointer 
pup  pointing  at  a  pickerel."  Several  other  anglers 
were  putting  up  their  rods  and  tackles  at  the  porch 
of  the  hotel.  One  of  them  exclaimed,  "  That  is  my 
dog,  I'll  bet."  Then  the  party  hun-ied  down  to  the 
shore  to  find  the  boathouse  keeper  and  a  boy  and  girl 
watching  a  pointer  pup  standing  body-deep  in  the 
water,  with  one  paw  raised  and  body  rigid.  "  Guess 
he's  got  a  fit  or  somethin',"  said  the  boatman. 
"  He's  been  standin'  there  stiff  as  a  stone  for  the 
last  half-hour,  and  we  can't  call  him  out."  The 
owner  of  the  dog  remarked,  "  That  is  a  good  kind 
of  fit  to  have,"  and  walking  out  on  the  landing- 


stage  he  saw  a  pickerel  facing  the  dog,  about  five 
feet  from  the  dog's  nose.  Running  back  to  the 
hotel,  he  got  a  gun.  "  Steady,  Dick,"  he  said  to 
his  dog,  and  aiming  low  at  the  fish  he  turned  it  up 
with  the  first  shot.  "  Fetch,"  he  said ;  the  dog 
leaped  forward,  and  swam  back  to  the  landing-stage 
with  the  stunned  pickerel,  which  was  taken  from 
his  jaws  and  found  to  weigh  .5lb.,  which  is 
large  for  that  lake.  On  the  following  day  one  of 
the  anglers  was  out  fishing,  and  related  the  incident 
to  his  boatman.  "  There  is  nothing  strange  about 
that,"  said  his  attendant.  "  Fact  is,  game  is  so 
scarce  about  here  that  the  dogs  have  all  taken  to 
pointing  fish.  I've  got  a  pup  that's  in  the  water 
most  of  the  day  pointin'  bass,  pickerel,  and  perch, 
but  I  ain't  lowering  myself  by  shooting  finh.  You 
come  up  the  lake  to  my  house,  and  I'll  bet  you'll 
find  my  pup  in  the  water  a  pointin'  a  minnow  or  a 
poUiwog." 

Sure  enough  the  dog  was  there  and  on  a  "  stiff 
point "  too,  which  he  did  not  break  until  the  boat 
scared  away  the  fish.  The  boatman  said  the  dog 
had  to  be  tied  up  a  great  part  of  the  time  to  prevent 
him  getting  stiff  from  so  persistently  pointing  fish 
in  the  water,  but  that  there  was  little  else  to  train 
a  dog  on  in  the  region  round  the  upper  end  of  the 
lake.  A.  Jardine. 

[The  Yankees  have  tried  to  improve  on  the  old 
chestnut  of  the  pointer  and  the  Irish  pike  with  a 
partridge  under  it. — Ed.] 


HEEE  LANDMAEK'S  EEPOET  ON 
THE  NOEWEGIAN  FEESH 
WATEK  FISHEEIES. 


Under  date,  Christiania,  March,  1901,  the 
inspector's  report  on  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  of 
Norway  for  1897  and  1898  makes  its  appearance. 
The  average  quantity  of  salmon  captured  in  the 
rivers  for  which  returns  are  available  (including 
undoubtedly  all  the  most  important)  during  each 
of  the  two  years  in  question  is  given  as  246,080  kilos, 
valued  at  284,333  kroner,  that  in  the  sea  at  867,116 
kilos,  valued  at  1,009,645  kroner,  or  together 
1,113,196  kilos,  of  the  value  of  1,293,978  kroner. 
Adding  60,000  kilos  for  the  so-called  "  daglige  " 
fishing  in  the  sea,  and  35,000  more  for  the  rivers 
not  inckided  in  the  first  item,  of  a  value  together 
of  60,000  kroner,  a  gi-and  total  of  1,208,196  kilos, 
valued  at  1,354,978  kroner  (=  £75,276),  is  arrived 
at ;  while  a  further  sum  of  165,000  kroner  is  added 
as  the  approximate  amount  of  rent  received  by 
riparian  ovmers  for  their  fishing  rights  for  rod 
fishing  purposes.  This  last  item  does  not  mean 
the  amount  paid  by  sportsmen  by  way  of  angling 
rentals  to  agents  and  speculators ;  that  would 
represent  a  much  larger  sum. 

With  melancholy  regularity  the  bag-nets  go  on 
increasing  in  numbers.  In  1895  there  were  5998, 
in  1896,  6684,  and  in  1897  and  1898  there  were 
no  fewer  than  6641  and  7045  of  these  objectionable 
contrivances  at  work.  From  1887  until  1896  the 
Laagen  showed  a  larger  yield  than  any  other  river 
in  the  country  ;  in  1897  and  1898  it  only  tpok  third 
place,  the  Tana,  in  Finmarken,  being  first  with  an 
average  for  those  two  j^ears  of  23,828  kilos.  Then 
came  the  Gula  (Laagen),  Mandal,  Namsen,  Dram- 
men,  etc.  Speaking  generally,  the  salmon  fishing 
showed  an  improvement  in  the  three  most  northerly 
amts,  and  in  most  of  the  fishing  districts  south- 
wards as  far  as,  and  including,  South  Bergenhus 
amt,  as  well  as  in  the  Christiania  Fjord  ;  while  a 
falling  off  was  apparent  on  practically  the  whole  of 
the  tract  from,  and  including,  Stavanger  amt  round 
to  Larvik  (where  the  Laagen  enters).  In  1898  the 
percentage  of  the  total  yield  of  the  salmon  fisheries 
was  23  for  the  rivers  ;  in  1897  it  was  only  21-3  ;  the 
sea  fisheries  getting  the  lion's  share,  indeed,  with 
78-7  per  cent,  in  1897  and  77  percent,  in  1898.  At 
the  various  hatcheries  throughout  the  country 
neai-ly  three  and  a  half  million  ova  (principally 
salmon,  there  being  a  small  proportion  of  sea-trout 
only)  were  hatched  out  in  1897-98,  as  against 
rather  over  two  and  a  half  million  in  1896-97. 
Of  these,  far  the  largest  number,  nearly  two  million, 
were  treated  at  the  privately-o^^-ned  establishment 
on  the  Sire  Aaen  in  the  Flekkefjord.  This  has  been 
in  receipt  of  a  Government  subsidy  for  some  years, 
wliich  has  now  been  increased  to  8000  kroner 
annually,  on  the  following  conditions: — That  fcr 
each  1000  kroner  a  quarter  of  a  million  ova  be 
hatched  out ;  that  all  parent  fish,  after  having  been 
spawned,   should    be    released ;  that  immature 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


salmon  should  be  given  free  'access  to  the  ujjper 
portion^  of  the  water  system  above  the  fosses  ;  and 
that  the  hatchery  be  under  otficial  control.  On 
other  occasions  Herr  Landmark  has  stated  it  as 
his  opinion  that,  on  account  of  the  climatic  condi- 
tions, artificial  hatching  is  much  required  in 
Norway,  and  that  because  the  results  of  such 
hatching  affect  very  large  areas,  and  can  only 
benefit  in  very  limited  degi-ee  private  individuals 
undertaking  to  carry  it  on,  the  State  should  do  so. 
Hence  the  annual  gi-ant  to  the  Sire  Aaen  Company, 
and  the  institution  of  the  Government  hatchery  at 
Ullem  on  the  Drammen  river.  One  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  artificial  hatching  in 
Norway  is  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  parent  fish, 
and  in  this  respect  the  conditions%it  Sire  Aaen  are 
exceptionally  favourable.  The  greater  number  of 
the  large  quantity  of  embryo  salmon  hatched  out 
there  in  1896-97  and  1897-98  was  released  in  the 
river  on  the  spot ;  the  remainder  were  despatched 
to  waters  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  At  the 
Government  hatchery  on  the  Drammen,  the  Ameri- 
can system  of  retaining  and  artificially  feeding  the 
young  fish  until  the  autumn  of  the  year  in  which 
they  are  hatched  out  has  been  adopted,  and  with 
success  apparently,  as  the  rate  of  mortality  among 
the  ova  treated  has  diminished  considerably.  As 
Herr  Landmark  remarks,  however,  the  places  where 
this  system  can  be  carried  out  are  very  limited  in 
numbers,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the 
raw  liver ;  some  efficient  substitute  for  the  latter 
would  be  a  valuable  discovery. 

Investigations  were  made  with  a  view  to  the 
construction  of  fish  passes  at  fosses  on  the  Nisserelv, 
Vikedalselv,  Tiisse-elv,  Loenelv,  Henselv  (Noms- 
dal),  Einnaelv  (a  tributary  of  the  Suma),  Ogna-elv 
(a  tributary  of  the  Stenkjer),  and  on  the  Vefsen  (at 
Fellingsfoss).  One  was  completed  on  the  Nost- 
dalseh',  in  Sondfjord,  while  similar  works  were 
commenced  on  the  Jostedalselv,  and  on  the 
Mathisenelv,  in  Alten. 

As  with  several  of  Herr  Landmark's  preceding 
reports,  reference  is  made  at  some  considerable 
length  in  the  present  one  to  the  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  forming  part  of  the  fish  previously  marked 
and  released  on  the  coast  of  Norway,  which  were 
recaptured  during  the  period  to  which  the  report 
applies.  In  regard  to  the  recaptured  salmon,  of 
which  there  were  in  all  41,  the  evidence— as  has 
hithei-to  been  the  case — affirms  the  preference  of 
these  fish  for  their  native  stream,  for  of  37  marked 
and  released  in  fresh  water  28  (26-  in  Sire  Aaen  and 
2  in  the  Drammen)  were  retaken  in  the  same  rivers, 
the  9  others  in  the  sea. 

Making  due  allowance  by  adding  one-ninth  in 
"the  case  of  males  and  one-foui-th  in  that  of  females 
when  the  fish  at  the  time  of  marking  were  "  spent," 
and  when  at  time  of  recapture  not  in  that  condition, 
the  relatively  greatest  growth  was  that  of  a  female 
fish  which  was  marked  and  released  on  December  20, 
189.5  (in  imspawned  condition),  in  the  Sire  Aaen^ 
and  was  retaken  in  the  same  river  on  October  1, 

1897.  During  the  interval  it  had  increased  from 
21  to  72  hectogrammes,  or  in  other  words  over  242 
per  cent.,  in  about  21  i  months.  A  male  fish, 
too,  marked  and  released  in  the  Drammen  on 
December  20,  1895,  in  "  sj^ent  "  condition,  and 
recaptured  in  the  same  river  on  July  6,  1897,  had 
increased  in  the  interval  of  18i  months  200  per 
cent. — from  30  hectogrammes  estimated  weight  to 
91  hectogrammes.  The  greatest  actual  increase, 
however,  was  exhibited  by  a  female  marked  and 
released  in  the  Sire  Aaen  on  November  30,  1896, .- 
and  retaken  in  the  same  river  on  November  10, 

1898.  In  the  interval  of  nearly  2  years  it  had 
increased  from  56  hectogrammes  (in  "  spent  "  con- 
dition) to  151  hectogrammes  (in  imspawned  condi- 
tion).   The  results  in  regard  to  the  recaptured  sea- 
trout  showed  an  even  greater  proclivity  for  the  home 
waters  than  in  the  case  of  the  salmon,  for  out  of  50 
25  were  recaptured  in  the  river  in  which  they  were 
marked,  23  in  the  fjord  into  which  it  flows,  and  the 
2   others   at   no   great   distances.     When  they 
return  to  salt  water  sea-trout  are  nmch  more  local 
in  their  habits  than  salmon,  and  do  not  undertake 
such  long  voyages  as  the  latter.    None  of  these 
recaptured  trout  exhibited  any  phenomenal  rate  of 
development,  the  greatest  relative  growth  appear- 
mg  to  be  that  of  a  male  fish,  which  in  9  months 
increased  83-3  per  cent.— from  9  hectogrammes 
(estimated  weight)  to  16-5  hectogi-ammes,  while 
the  actually  greatest  increase  was  that  of  a  female, 
which  in  rather  more  than  20  months  grew  from  an 
estimated   weight   of   11    hectogrammes    to  21 
liectogrammes.  Euc.de. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the     BooJc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennbll.) 

(Caiitimced  from  page  270.) 

CHAPTEK  lY. —continued. 


Floats. — These  are  so  closely  connected  that  we 
will  consider  them  together,  and  advance  step  by 
step  from  the  lightest  to  the  heaviest. 

Blakey  recommends  a  float  made  of  a  small 
piece  of  the  stem  of  a  goose  quill,  fastened  to  the 
line  by  one  ring  of  quill,  and  allowed  to  lie  on  the 
water.  This  may  be  used  with  success  where  the 
water  is  shallow  and  there  is  little  or  no  stream, 
the  bait  being  a  natural  fly  of  some  description. 
It  is  generally  employed  without  any  lead,  but 
sometimes  one  small  shot  is  fixed  about  a  foot 
above  the  hook.  This  kind  of  fishing  has  proved 
very  successful  in  the  moats  which  surround  the 
fortified  towns  in  France,  and  the  still,  weedy 
waters  of  the  Pas-de-Calais.  A  very  small  phial 
cork,  with  the  line  running  through  it,  is  used  by 
some  in  exactly  the  same  manner  with  gi-eat 
success. 

The  next  sort  is  a  small  porcupine  quill,  with 
half  an  inch  cut  ofl'  the  top,  or  half  a  larger  porcu- 
pine quill  with  the  broad  part  upwards,  or  a  small 
swan  quQl.  Either  of  these  is  fit  for  still  water 
from  three  to  six  feet  deep.  One  small  shot  should 
be  put  on  about  a  foot  from  the  hook,  and  the 
remainder  a  foot  to  eighteen  inches  higher  up. 

For  deeper  still  water,  or  gentle  running  water  of 
moderate  depth,  a  large  porcupine  quill  or  large  swan 
quill,  shotted  as  last  described,  will  be  found  to 
answer  well.  Many  prefer  the  patent  taper  quill 
floats  for  these  purposes,  but  although  we  have  often 
used  them  we  much  prefer  a  float  of  rather  larger 
section  where  it  emerges  from  the  water.  [Before 
poor  Fennell  died  he  gave  me  his  favourite  float. 
It  was  mainly  of  quill,  with  parallel  sides,  and  no 
taper  at  the  top.  The  lower  end  was  plugged  with 
a  tapering  piece  of  deal— an  excellent  float.  I  have 
it  still. — J.  B.]  We  have  tried  many  experiments 
with  porcupine  quill  floats,  using  alternately  the 
broad  and  narrow  end  upwards,  but  although  we 
were  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  fine  tip,  experience 
demonstrated  that  the  stout  one  was  far  better 
suited  to  render  visible  the  very  slight  depression 
caused  by  the  bite  of  a  heavy  fish,  which  in  still 
water  sometimes  does  not  exceed  the  sixteenth  of 
an  inch. 

This  statement  at  first  sight  appears  paradoxical, 
but  we  think  it  will  bear  examination.    First  let  us 
ask  what  is  a  roach  bite  ?    The  most  probable 
answer  would  be,  "  Why,  of  course,  when  the  fish 
takes  hold  of  the  bait."    But  this  is  not  what  the 
fish  does,  but  what  he  does  not  do.     We  have 
passed  many,  many  hours  watching  the  habits  of 
different  fish,  sometimes  sheltered  behind  a  tree, 
sometimes  from  a  bridge,  or  hanging   over  the 
end  of  a  punt  with  our  face  nearly  touching  the 
water,  and  sometimes  m  the  quiet  of  our  study  by 
means  of  a  large  aquarium ;  and  this  is  what  we 
have  learnt.    Minnows,  dace,  perch,  trout,  gudgeon, 
and  some  others  snap  at  a  bait,  and  really  seize  hold 
of  it,  depressing  the  float  more  or  less  according  to 
their  size;  but  the  roach  generally  takes  it  in  a 
very  different  manner.    He  swims  up  near  the 
object,  opens  his  mouth,  and  draws  in  a  current  of 
water,  together  with  the  substance  he  is  experi- 
menting on.    Should  it  please  Mr.  Koach  it  is 
immediately   swallowed,  and   the   water  ejected 
through  the  gills,  but  the  moment  he  finds  a  line 
attached,  or  should  the  flavour  not  suit  his  fasti- 
dious palate,  it  is  immediately  blown  out  with  great 
force,  along  with  the  mouthful  of  water  he  has  just 
taken  in. 

"  The  best  floats  for  Lea  roach  fishing  are  those 
made  from  swan's  quills,  which  are  now  manu- 
factured in  great  perfection.  The  size  of  your 
float  should  vary  according  to  the  depth  of  the 
water  in  which  you  are  fishing.  If  the  water  be 
ten  or  twelve  feet  deep,  you  will  require  a  float 
that  takes  a  good  number  of  shots,  or  your  bait 
will  be  too  long  in  sinking  to  the  bottom.  And, 
besides  this,  the  longer  your  line  is  the  more  shots 
are  necessary  to  keep  it  in  proper  trim.  And  the 
water  being  deep,  the  large  float  will  not  be 
objectionable  at  the  top.  But  never  use  a  large 
float  and  a  great  number  of  shots  in  four  or  five 
feet  of  water,  for  if  you  do  you  will  be  sure  to 
take  few  roach.  I  have  seen  scores  of  instances 
of  it.     I  always  use  a  float  as  smaU  as  I  con- 


veniently can,  and  I  invariably  find  it  answers 
best;  this  must  be  quite  evident  at  a  glance 
because  the  eflects  on  the  water  are  less.  Let 
your  float  be  so  shotted  that  wlien  in  the  water 
only  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  is  seen,  for  if 
there  be  much  out  of  the  water  you  will  not  be 
able  to  see  the  bite  so  well.  I  always  use  a  float 
that  is  rather  thick  at  the  top,  and  have  my  cap 
to  fit  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  from  the  tip, 
so  that  when  it  is  in  the  water  the  cap  just 
catches  !the  water ;  I  always  bind  a  little  wax  silk 
on  my  cap  also,  to  make  it  thick,  which  causes  it 
to  rest  on  the  water  more  steadily.  By  adopting 
these  methods  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  finest 
possible  bite,  which  is  very  important  in  roach 
hshing."— iieo.  J.  Martm. 

The  larger  the  fish  as  a  rule  the  more  fastidious 
they  are,  and  the  more  cautiously  they  take  the 
bait  into  then-  mouths. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  that  roach  seldom  pull  at 
the  line  as  many  other  fish  do,  but  deflect  it 
slightly,  which  sometimes  causes  a  trifling  retarda- 
tion of  the  float,  but  more  generally  a  slight 
depression. 

The  method  of  attaching  floats  to  lines  varies 
somewhat.  When  light  floats  are  used  on  hair  or 
gut  lines  they  are  generally  fastened  by  small  quill 
caps  at  each  end  ;  these  caps  are  whipped  round 
with  waxed  silk,  and  should  have  the  inner  ed^^es 
filed  smooth.  ° 

For  heavy  floats,  which  are  usually  placed  on 
the  silk  running  line,  nothing  answers  better  than 
two  small  loops  of  brass  wire,  one  near  each  end  of 
the  float  through  which  the  silk  line  passes.  To 
prevent  the  float  from  slipping  it  is  only  necessary 
to  make  one  or  two  half  hitches,  sailor  fashion,  on 
either  end.  ' 

Our  article  on  floats  would  not  be  complete 
without  a  notice  of  the  travelling  float ;  this  is 
fitted  with  the  two  loops  last  described,  and  is 
extremely  useful  when  the  depth  of  water  exceeds 
the  length  of  the  rod.  A  small  piece  of  india- 
rubber  thread  is  tied  into  the  line  at  the  proper 
depth  by  means  of  two  half  hitches ;  this  will 
easily  pass  through  the  rings  on  the  rod,  and  yet 
rest  on  the  small  brass  loop  fixed  to  the  float,  so 
that  there  is  no  hindrance  to  the  latter  working 
properly  at  any  required  depth,  and  yet  it  never 
interferes  with  the  killing  of  a  heavy  fish.  Some- 
times a  second  piece  of  india-rubber  is  tied  into 
the  line  underneath  tlie  float  to  prevent  its  falling 
unnecessarily  low.  There  is  a  greaf  advantage 
when  striking  with  a  float  fitted  in  this  manner 
at  the  end  of  a  long  swim,  as  the  line  slips  through 
the  loops  without  dragging  the  float  along;  con- 
sequently the  blow  is  sharper  and  quicker. 

Shots  and  Shotting.— Every  float  requires  an 
amount  of  surplus  buoyancy  proportionate  to  its 
size,  varying  from  one  small  shot  in  still  waters  to 
two  or  three  large  ones  in  deep  heavy  waters. 
Without  this,  that  is,  supposing  it  were  shotted  to 
the  greatest  nicety,  the  most  trifling  ripple  or 
breeze,  or  the  weight  of  the  wetted  line  above, 
would  send  it  under,  and  render  all  the  indications 
worthless,  as  many  will  remember  when  they  have 
had  a  shot  too  much  on  the  line. 

We  have  taken  a  favourite  Thames  float,  made 
of  a  large  porcupine  quill  with  about  an  inch  cut 
off  the  thick  end  and  the  middle  covered  with  a 
thin  layer  of  cork.  This  was  loaded  until  about 
a  sixth  of  an  inch  was  out  of  water,  but  when  the 
pointed  end  was  placed  upwards  it  was  nearly 
one  inch  out  of  water. 

In  the  former  case  it  was  very  sensitive,  showin'' 
an  extremely  small  depression  ;  in  the  latter,  the 
actual  depression,  being  nearly  the  same,  was 
imperceptible,  and  the  wind  and  current  caused 
oscillations  far  greater  than  any  produced  by  a  bite. 

The  float  just  mentioned,  carrying  from  a  quarter 
of  a;i  ounce  to  three -eighths  of  an  ounce  of  lead, 
is  used  for  the  heaviest  and  deepest  waters 
frequented  by  the  roach  fisher.  We  generally 
place  one  shot  about  six  inches  from  the  hook, 
about  nine  inches  higher  two  or  three  small  lead 
pellets  of  the  shape  of  grains  of  oats,  and  about 
three  feet  above  these  as  many  larger  pellets  of  the 
same  shape  as  are  necessary  to  complete  the 
loading.  These  pellets  are  cast  with  perforations, 
and  we  prefer  them  to  the  large  number  of  shot 
necessary  when  heavy  floats  are  used.  No  more 
than  one  shot  should  ever  be  placed  on  the  hook 
length,  as  the  latter  so  often  requires  renewal. 

The  system  of  shotting  in  use  on  the  Trent  is 
somewhat  different ;  large  shot,  generally  BB,  are 
used,  the  first  about  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches  from 
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the  hook,  the  next  six  inches  above  the  first,  the 
next  four  inches,  and  the  next  three.  If  more  are 
required  they  are  placed  about  two  inches  apart, 
but  the  floats  used  are  generally  made  of  swan 
quills,  and  do  not  require  much  lead. 

We  will  only  allude  to  one  more  plan  in  common 
use  on  the  Thames ;  and  this  only  to  caution  our 
readers  to  avoid  it.  A  long  string  of  shot  of 
different  sizes,  badly  cut,  and  irregular,  like  a  string 
of  yellow  beads,  commencing  about  nine  inches 
above  the  hook,  extending  in  length  from  three 
inches  to  a  foot,  and  forming  a  contrivance  admirably 
adapted  to  startle  so  wary  a  fish  as  the  roach. 

The  best  plan  of  cutting  shot  is  to  use  a  block  of 
hard  wood,  with  two  or  three  small  cavities  in 
which  the  shot  will  lie  without  rolling ;  the  knife 
should  be  sharp  for  about  two-thirds  of  the  length, 
but  the  part  nearest  the  handle  should  be  ground 
to  a  thick  rounded  edge  ;  the  shot  should  be  first 
cut  about  half  way  through  with  the  sharp  part  of 
the  knife,  using  a  light  hammer  to  give  the  necessary 
blow ;  the  thick  part  of  the  knife  should  then  be 
placed  in  the  cut,  and  another  slight  blow  struck  ; 
this  makes  a  sort  of  groove  at  the  bottom  of  the 
cut,  and  prevents  the  shot  when  pinched  together 
from  crushing  the  hair  or  gut.  A  very  little  grease 
of  any  sort  may  be  used  to  prevent  the  shot  adliering 
to  the  knife. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  COMING  MAY  FLY  SEASON. 


We  shall  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  our  readers 
who  will  send  us  word  when  they  notice  the  May 
Fly  begins  to  appear  in  their  district. 


BY  LAKE  AND  STEEAM  IN  NOVA 
SCOTIA. 

By  Nepos. 
(Continued  from  page  285.) 

Before  relating  any  experiences  of  my  own  with 
rod  and  line,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
some  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  are  best  for 
trout  and  salmon  fishing,  within  easy  reach  from 
Halifax,  and  for  this  reason.  I  have  been  told  of 
tourists,  often  American  gentlemen  with  their 
families,  coming  for  a  change  of  air  and  scene  to 
that  city,  bringing  their  rods  with  them,  and  who, 
being  ignorant  of  the  localities  where  fishing  might 
be  had,  have  returned  home  disappointed  at  never 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  indulging  in  the 
delightful  pastime.  And  yet  there  are  many  places 
where  fair  sport  may  be  had.  Let  me  enumerate 
a  few  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  visitor  who 
would  like  to  try  : 

To  Five  Island  Lake  and  Hubley's  Lake,  both 
yielding  decent  sized  trout,  the  drive  is  fourteen 
miles  on  the  St.  Margaret's  Bay  road.  One  can 
put  up  the  team  at  Hubley's  house,  and  have  the 
use  of  one  of  the  boats  he  has  always  on  hand  at 
the  lakes.  Then  there  is  Yeadon's,  thirteen  and 
a-half  miles  on  the  Terence  Bay  road,  and  you 
have  Yeadon's  Lakes,  back  of  his  house,  and 
Moosehom,  Third  Lake,  Fourth  Lake,  and  Mus- 
quash Pond  on  the  Terence  Bay  Runs,  all  abound- 
ing in  trout.  Or  if  the  fly-fisher  could  afford  the 
time  to  be  away  from  the  city  for  more  than  a 
day,  good  fishing  can  be  had  (among  other  waters) 
at  the  lakes  at  Harrietsfield,  the  Pokwok  at  Ham- 
mond's Plains,^  the  Chezzetcook  Lakes,  the  Ketch 
Harbom-  Lakes,  and  the  Ponhook  waters  near 
Windsor ;  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  to  the 
latter  can  be  reached  by  train,  to  the  others  one 
must  drive. 

The  month  of  May  is  the  best  to  visit  any  of  the 
above,  for  then  one  can  get  trout  to  rise  at  any 
hour  of  the  day.  In  Jime,  July,  and  August,  when 
the  sun  has  become  more  powerful  and  the  lakes 
are  lower,  they  will  take,  as  a  rule,  only  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings.  But  should  the  visitor  to 
Halifax  like  to  vary  his  fishing,  sea  trout  (Sahno 
trutta  marina)  may  be  caught  durmg  the  two 
middle  months  I  have  named  at  Cole  Harbour, 
seven  miles  from  Dartmouth,  or  at  Musquadoboit 
Harbour,  twenty-two  miles  further  east.  At  the 
latter  place  there  is  a  very  comfortable  little  inn. 

Salmon  commence  running  up  some  of  the  rivers 
to  the  westward  of  Halifax  ver;^  early  in  the  year. 
They  have  been  taken  with  a  fly  below  Davidson's 
Dam,  on  the  La  Have  River,  in  February;  but,  of 
course,  on  an  unusually  mild  day.    As  a  rule. 


February  is  a  cold  month  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  there 
are  few  days  when  the  line  would  not  freeze  in  the 
rings  of  one's  rod.  Few  sportsmen  attempt  fishing 
the  rivers  imtil  the  end  of  April,  the  water  being 
too  high  as  the  ice  breaks  up,  and  the  masses  of  it 
coming  down  the  streams  make  it  well-nigli  an 
impossibility  earlier. 

The  two  best  rivers  in  the  province  for  taking 
salmon  are,  I  think,  the  Medway  and  the  St. 
Mary's.  They  both  discharge  their  waters  into  the 
Atlantic  on  the  south  coast,  but  are  some  distance 
from  the  capital  and  in  opposite  directions.  But 
to  the  resident  at  the  latter  place  whose  time  for 
recreation  is  limited,  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  reached 
by  coach  in  something  over  three  hours,  has  the 
greatest  attraction.  Into  this  magnificent  sheet 
of  salt  water,  between  what  is  called  the  Head  of 
the  Bay  and  Chester,  a  small  village  jin  Sunenbm-g 
Coimty — a  distance  of  twenty-four  miles — no  less 
than  four  fine  salmon-bearing  streams  empty,  in 
order  from  east  to  west  as  follows  :  Indian,  Ingram, 
East  and  West  rivers,  and  beyond  Chester  six 
miles.  Gold  River.  In  all  these  excellent  sport 
may  be  had.  Salmon  frequent,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  every  river  of  any  size  throughout  the 
province.  I  have  had  capital  fishing  on  many  of 
them  far  removed  from  those  I  have  just  named, 
such  as  the  Gaspereaux  in  Hants  County  and  the 
Margaree  in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton.  The  small 
streams,  by  the  by,  in  this  island  in  July,  particu- 
larly after  freshets,  afford  about  the  finest  sea  trout 
catching  with  the  fly  to  be  had  anywhere. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  days,  not  long  ago,  I 
ever  had  in  my  life  was  on  a  little  bit  of  a  river 
about  twenty  miles  or  so  from  Halifax,  called  the 
Pennant.  It  is  very  short,  only  about  a  mile  in 
length,  rimning  out  of  a  big  lake  over  heavy  rocks 
and  with  deep  pitches  to  the  sea  at  Pennant 
Harbour,  some  few  miles  westward  of  the  well- 
known  Sambro  Lighthouse.  As  the  facts  may 
prove  interesting  to  the  reader — if  he  be  a  fisher- 
man— I  will  give  here  a  detailed  description  of  my 
trip. 

With  all  the  paraphernalia  of  a  fisherman's  kit 
stowed  away  in  our  trap,  I  started  with  a  fellow 
sportsman,  after  a  very  heavy  rain  had  fallen,  in 
the  first  week  of  July,  taking  with  me  a  light 
sixteen-foot  rod,  with  full  complement  of  salmon 
gear ;  and  he  a  trout  rod  and  suitable  flies  for  sea 
trout.  At  this  season  there  is  what  is  locally 
known  as  the  "  strawberry  run "  of  both  these 
fishes,  so-called  from  this  fruit  then  making  its 
first  appearance.  We  put  up  our  horse  at  a  Mr. 
Marlin's,  and  having  secured  his  boat  proceeded  to 
where  it  was  kept,  on  Shehan's  Lake,  a  mile  and 
a-half  away.  Reaching  there,  while  my  friend 
was  placing  our  traps  in  the  boat  and  getting  it 
ready  for  our  row  across  to  Pennant  River,  I  put 
my  rod  together  and  tried  a  cast  close  by,  where 
two  streams  ran  in  forming  a  good  sized  pool,  and 
succeeded  in  rising  a  nice  salmon.  But  my  efforts 
to  induce  him  to  repeat  the  performance  failed,  so, 
taking  up  our  oars  we  sped  away  to  the  foot  of  this 
lake,  where  the  river  begins. 

Hauling  up  our  boat  at  this  place,  we  commenced 
operations.  In  the  uppermost  pool — deep,  dark, 
and  eddying — after  a  few  casts  I  hooked  and  brought 
to  gaff  my  first  salmon,  which  weighed  7flb.  (I 
should  mention  that  no  large  salmon  frequent  this 
river.)  While  my  friend,  Jack,  was  taking  him  to 
the  boat  near  by,  I  hooked  and  lost  my  second  fish, 
and,  as  bad  kick  would  have  it,  a  short  time  after 
my  third  also,  both  breaking  away  at  the  first 
leap,  showing  they  were  lightly  hooked.  Jack 
afterwards  took  the  pool,  and  with  his  trout  flies 
succeeded  in  capturing  three  or  four  fresh-rim  sea 
trout  averaging  about  Ipb  each,  while  I  smoked 
and  looked  on.  We  went  down,  some  dozen  yards 
or  more,  half  wading,  half-squirming  over  the 
boulders,  and  there  I  threw  in  my  "  insect,"  rising  a 
nice  fish  ;  but  I  must  have  pricked  him,  as  he  would 
not  show  a  second  time.  Still  following  the  stream 
down,  just  behind  a  large  rock  in  the  middle  of  the 
current,  another  salmon  rose  to  my  fly,  but  missed 
his  aim,  I  saw  him  no  more,  though  I  spent  a 
considerable  time  over  him,  changing  my  flies  and 
fishing  my  very  keenest.  I  caught,  however,  two 
large  sea  trout  at  this  place. 

Sprawling  on  a  boulder  I  sat  there,  waiting  for 
Jack  to  catch  me  up,  in  by  no  means  an  enviable 
frame  of  mind,  for  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  if 
this  losing  of  every  fish  should  continue  I  would 
have  a  slim  reckoning  at  the  end  of  the  day.  I  had 
lost  four  salmon  in  succession.  But  brighter  things 
I  were  in  store  for  me,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 


On  .Tack's  reaching  me,  having  had  very  fair 
sport,  we  climbed  and  waded  to  what  is  called  the 
head  of  the  Big  Pool ;  he  to  fish  here  for  trout 
where  salmon  seldom  lie,  and  I  to  try  my  luck  at 
the  tail  or  run-out  a  hundred  j-ards  or  so  below, 
which  I  reached  after  some  diOicult  crawling 
through  a  series  of  thickets  to  the  detriment  of  my 
rod  varnish  and  niy  shins  also.  Ten  minutes  after 
I  got  to  my  stand  I  was  forced  to  disturb  my 
friend's  fishing  by  shouting  for  his  assistance.  I 
had  hooked  a  good  one,  indeed,  that  had  no 
intention  evidently  of  giving  up  his  liberty  without 
a  struggle.  Below  me  there  was  a  heavy  rapid  for 
a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  and  the  overhanging 
bushes  at  the  sides  made  it  so  impracticable  to 
follow  that  should  a  fish  once  get  over  the  fall 
good-bye  to  him  and  some  of  the  gear  too.  Hence 
my  need  for  assistance.  Jack  soon  came,  and,  pick- 
ing up  a  long  stick  that  lay  ready  cut  there,  he  waded 
out  to  the  chute  and  proceeded  to  lash  the  stream 
with  it  each  time  the  fish  came  near.  Once  I 
thought  all  was  over,  for  there  was  an  old,  semi- 
decayed  birch  tree  lying  halt  in  and  half  out  of  the 
water,  and  into  this  Mr.  Salmo  went  in  one  of  his 
wild  rushes.  I  gave  him  up  for  lost,  when,  lo  and 
behold  1  he  turned  and  came  from  this  treacherous 
spot  without  the  casting  line  catching.  What  a 
cheer  we  gave,  and  after  a  prolonged  and  plucky 
resistance  by  the  fish.  Jack  succeeded  in  gaffing 
him,  and  tapping  him  on  the  head  put  an  end  to 
his  existence.  We  held  him  up  and  weighed  him 
with  my  pocket  scale.  Huzza  1  the  balance  scored 
101b.  2oz. — American  Field. 

(To  he  continued.) 


EOD  LICENCES. 


Mr.  Hector,  salmon  fishing  lessee  in  the  north  of 
Scotland  and  west  of  Ireland,  was  recently  before 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commissioners  when  they 
were  lately  in  session  in  London.  Mr.  Hector,  in  the 
course  of  his  valuable  evidence,  deviated  somewhat 
from  the  beaten  track  to  suggest  that,  in  order  to 
raise  money  to  improve  inland  fisheries,  a  rod  tax 
should  be  imposed  on  all  anglers  within  the  British 
Isles  of  i£l  on  all  salmon  fishers  and  5s.  on  all 
using  trout  rods. 

With  the  details  of  Mr.  Hector's  suggestion  it  is 
not  our  intention  to  meddle.  It  is  the  principle  of 
the  matter  that  appeals  to  us,  and  that  keenly. 
There  may  be  nothing  novel  in  the  name  as  rod 
licences  are  common  enough  within  certain  areas 
of  restricted  waters  in  Ireland  and  England,  and 
are  synonymous,  in  a  great  measure,  to  ticket- 
waters  in  Scotland,  and  England,  too  ;  but  that  is 
not  the  meaning  Mr.  Hector  applies  to  the  term. 
He  wishes  to  create  a  licence  on  all  fours  with  the 
gun  licence,  only,  however,  graded  and  applicable 
to  those  who  go  in  search  of  salmon  or  trout.  The 
fishing  rod  is  only  to  be  taxed  when  used  where 
salmon  and  trout  sport  is  concerned,  and  in  all  other 
cases  to  go  free.  In  this,  and  in  being  graded,  it 
slightly  differs  from  the  gun  licence,  which  covers 
everything  from  the  toy  air-gun  at  2s.  6d.  to  the 
hundred  guinea  shot  gun,  if  handled  by  a  school- 
boy on  the  one  hand  or  a  millionaire  sportsman  of 
the  first  water  on  the  other.  It  is  the  individual 
who  is  to  be  taxed,  irrespective  of  his  weapon. 
It  has  been  often  pointed  out  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (and  no  doubt  the  suggestions  have 
been  liberally  poured  into  his  office  in  the  shape  of 
numerous  epistles  from  the  annual  crop  of  would- 
be  legislators)  that  a  tax  on  salmon  and  trout  rods 
would  be  an  easy  way  of  adding  to  the  Budget 
returns,  and,  in  a  measure,  help  him  over  the  stile 
when  hard  pressed  for  the  chiiik  so  dear  to  his 
heart  in  the  spring  of  the  year ;  and  even  anglers 
themselves  have  not  been  without  a  certain  dread 
that  the  time  would  come  when  their  rods  would 
fall  under  the  same  ban  as  their  dogs  and  guns, 
and  no  doubt  they  would,  with  the  usual  class, 
grunt,  fall  into  line  and  submit  to  the  additional 
pin-prick  with  as  much  grace  as  their  means  and 
temperament  permitted. 

The  present  race  of  anglers  woidd  immediately 
take  out  licences  almost  to  a  man  and  ^\-oman 
rather  than  forego  their  hobby,  but  what  about  the 
coming  race  ?  It  is  here  where  the  principle  comes 
into  play.  If'the  stream  be  choked  at  the  fountain 
head  it  will  soon  be  run  very  low  if  not  entirely 
dried  up,  and  so  it  is  with  the  supply  of  anglers. 
The  proverbial  bent  pin  and  the  minnow  may  have 
long  faded  from  our  matured  recollection,  the  brook 
with  its  meandering  turns  and  snake-lUie  windings 
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may  be  lost  in  the  more  lasting  memories  of  the 
mighty  river,  but  it  was  the  first  half-pounder 
footed,  played,  and  landed  on  oui-  hazel  wand  in 
the  broTv-n  waters  of  the  burn  that  really  taught  us 
how  to  deal  properly  with  the  royal  denizens  of  the 
river  later  on.  The  bum  is  the  angler's  school ; 
and,  if  his  rod  be  taxed  but  however  small,  the 
estabhshment  will  be  practically  closed  down 
altogether. 

Has  the  gun  licence  been  an  unmixed  blessing  in 
this  respect  ?    It  may  be  a  bold,  and,  as  far  as  we 
are  aware,  an  original  statement  on  our  part  to 
make,  but  we  unhesitatingly  say,  and  that  in  the 
face  of  our  South  African  experience,  that  it  has 
not;  and  that  much  of  our  bad  marksmanship 
there   is  du-ectly  attributable  to  the  pernicious 
®°ects  of  the  gun  licence.    The  Act  was  passed 
probably  to  tax  a  luxury  and  to  put  down  poaching. 
Well,  as  regards  poaching,  it  may  have  had  a  slight 
terror  for  the  amatem-,  but  it  had  none,  and  has 
none  yet,  for  the  professional,  for  he  does  not 
trouble  the  tax-office  with  his  name  and  addi-ess 
but  as  little  as  he  can  help.    But  for  one  rich 
sportsman  who  took  out  the  licence,  thousands  of 
amateurs   and  would-be,  but   poorer,  sportsmen 
dropped  the  game.     In   short,  the   school  was 
closed  down.    To  take  liberties  with  Goldsmith 
when  he  says, 

A  time  there  was. 
Ere  England's  griefs  began. 

When  every  rood  of  ground  maintained  its  man— 
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we  might  justly  add,  and  had  his  gun  to  boot 
and  could  use  it,  too.     It  was  the  schoolboy's 
ambition  to  possess  himself,  if  not  of  an  old  fowling- 
piece,  at  least  of  a  fireai-m  of  some  kind.  The 
youth  when  preparing  for  his  spring  or  autumn 
holiday  had  a  stock  of  powder  and  shot  laid  in,  and 
when  crows,  lapwings,  and  lesser  winged  "game" 
failed  there  was  always  the  barn-door  to  riddle  at 
and  the  farmer's  son  and  the  farm  hands  to  try 
conclusions  with,  all  more  or  less  lessons  in  the 
common,  unorganised  school  of  gunnery  now,  alas, 
extinct.    People  with  money,  farmers  and  mer- 
chants with  sportmg  instincts,  have  stUl  the  means 
at  their  disposal.    The  gun  licence  in  no  wise  deters 
them,  but  what  about  the  masses  ?    The  gun  has 
practically  dropped  from  their  hands,  and  so  has 
the  power  of  usmg  it,  for  they  have  neither  the 
means  nor  the  desire  to  take  out  the  licence  for  the 
limited  chances  at  their  disposal.    It  may  not  mean 
much  in  the  abstract,  but  in  the  concrete  it  is 
nothing  short  of  a  calamity.    The  enthusiast  will 
always  find  ways  and  means  of   gratifying  his 
enthusiasm,  but  enthusiasm  has  to  be  kindled,  and 
it  is  teaching  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot  that 
awakens  this  spark  that  never  dies,  however  low 
down   at  times   it  may  bum.    If  a  rod-tax  be 
imposed  on  every  youth  who  packs  up  his  fishmg 
rod  for  his  holiday  in  the  country,  even  suppose  he 
seldom  uses  it,  he  will  leave  it  at  home,  or  worse 
still  it  will  seldom  be  bought.    If  he  is  to  be 
"  jumped  on  "  by  the  policeman,  the  exciseman,  or 
other  official  unless  he  can  produce  the  passport  to 
handlmg  the  bent  pin  and  the  hazel  wand,  the  hazel 
wand  and  the  bent  pin  will  be  severely  left  alone, 
and  the  chances  are  that  our  future  generation  of 
fishers  will  know  as  much  about  the  art  of  killmg 
salmon  and  trout   as  our  rank   and   file  knew 
about  Boers  and  Boer  tactics   when  the  war 
broke  out. 

A  few  keepers  may  survive  the  ordeal  of  the 
salmon-rod  tax  if  their  masters  pay  it  for  them, 
and  on  these  our  future  generation  of  salmon 
anglers  must  lean  for  support  and  guidance.  In 
fact,  it  will  come  to  be  a  matter  of  the  professional 
fisher  doing  the  casting  and  hooking  and  the 
sportsman  coming  in  at  the  tail  end  to  do  the 
Yunnmg  and  landing.  By  all  means  raise  money 
for  the  improvement  and  stocking  of  our  fisheries 
for  they  sadly  need  it,  but  not  by  a  rod  tax.  The 
very  name  is  abhorrent,  even  when  only  mentioned 
before  a  Eoyal  Commission.  As  well  tax  croquet, 
tennis,  football,  and  cricket-bats.  Leave  the  boys' 
trout-rods  alone,  and  our  race  of  fishers  for  the 
future  is  secure.  q 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Piem  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume. "  The  Amateur  Inaler 
says  :  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  •  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  ■  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  boolc  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  28.  6d.  -      ,  »i. 


>JExr  to  Altnacalgeach,  of  which  I  wrote  in  mv 
last  paper^  I  do  not  Imow  of  any  place  in  the 
Northern  Highlands  which  is  so  good  a  centre  for 
good  loch  fishing  as  Overscaig,  ^\•hich  is  situated  at 
the  western  end  of  Loch  Shin,  and  about  sixteen 
miles  from  Lairg.  The  Scourie  mail  passes  it 
every  day  from  the  latter  place.  The  hotel  is 
situated  close  to  the  loch,  and  is  on  the  high  road, 
m  the  midst  of  wild  mountain  scenery.  The  wild 
deer  often  visit  it  in  severe  seasons,  and  high  park 
fences  are  erected  round  the  little  pastures  of  the 
hotel  to  protect  them  from  then-  depredations 

Four  or  five  lochs  are  fishable  within  convenient 
distance  from  the  hotel,  beside  the  Tirry  and  Fiac 
rivers  The  lochs  are-Loch  Shin  itself.  Loch 
Merkland,  a  few  miles  distant.  Loch  Griam,  and 
l.och  Gorm.  The  latter  my  companion  and  myself 
did  not  fish,  as  it  is  not  very  accessible,  but  while 
we  were  at  Overscaig  a  gentleman  trailing  a  salmon 
ay  on  the  Gorm  caught  a  3ilb.  trout,  and  about  thirty 
smaller  ones.  All  the  others  we  did  fish,  and  had 
interestmg  sport  on  all,  although  we  were  not  at 
an  fortunate  in  our  weather.  Perhaps  we  were  a 
little  too  early— the  last  week  in  May  and  the  first 
m  June.  We  had  some  heavy  storms  in  our 
fishing,  and  one  day  it  was  so  bad  altogether  that 
we  could  not  fish  at  all  save  for  an  hour  or  two  in 
the  evening. 

But  at  our  comfortable  fire  of  glowing  peat  we 
did  what  all  good  anglers  should  do— made  the  best 
of  it,  and  read,  wrote  letters,  or  made  files  My 
companion  was  a  good  hand  at  the  latter  work,  and 
one  of  those  he  made  on  that  day  (a  peacock  herl 
body  with  cock's  hackle  for  wing,  which  I  called 
the  Heriy-Periy)  took  for  me  the  largest  trout 
taken  on  one  of  our  days. 

The  prettiest  beat  of  the  many  on  Loch  Shin  we 
found  to  be  the  Fiag  Bay.  Not  only  is  its  scenery 
very  pretty,  but  its  trout  are  the  most  handsome  I 
have  ever  seen.  They  are  of  a  most  beautiful 
golden  colour,  and  are  spotted  over  with  brilliant 
drops  of  vermilion.  Fish,  like  human  beings,  take 
colour  from  their  habitat  and  environment,  and  the 
exceptional  beauty  of  these  fish  arises,  no  doubt, 
from  the  fact  that  most  of  the  clear  water  of  Fiag 
Bay  rolls  over  golden  sand. 

Hoping  to  give  special  gratification  to  some 
friends  in  London,  I  packed  off  a  nice  sample  to 
them  ;  but  judge  of  my  consternation,  succeeded 
by  hearty  laughter,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  lady  of  the  house  thanking  me  "for  those 
beautiful  lierrings  !  " 

The  day  to  choose  for  Fiag  is  one  when  there  is 
a  sufficiently  fresh  breeze  to  make  a  curl  on  the 
wave.  On  one  of  our  days  upon  it  we  came  in  for  a 
calm,  when  the  waters  of  the  bay  were  as  smooth 
as  oil.  For  hours  we  could  do  nothing.  We  then 
tried  the  dry  fly,  fishing  with  very  small  flies,  and 
m  that  way  picked  up  a  brace  or  two ;  but  when 
towards  evening  a  nice  breeze  sprang  up  we  got 
some  capital  sport,  and  some  good  sized  fish.  In 
the  evening  we  saw  a  fine  salmon  leap  two  or  three 
times  high  out  of  the  water.  In  the  morning  of 
the  same  day  after  lunch,  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
loch  in  a  pool  into  which  the  river  runs  from 

Merkland,  C  made  a  cast  or  two,  and  to  his 

surprise  got  fast  into  something  big,  which  he  at 
first  took  to  be  a  rock  till  it  began  to  move  dully 
but  heavily.  The  fish  sailed  away,  and  round  and 
round,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  cutting  the  line 
on  the  rocks,  of  which  there  were  several  in  the  pool. 
We  felt  it  could  not  be  a  trout,  although  he  took  an 
ordinary  small  loch  fly.  But  by  clever  manipula- 
tion my  friend  got  him  to  the  side  of  the  boat,  into 
which  John  McGregor,  our  excellent  gillie,  had 
leapt,  and  after  an  anxious  quarter  of  an  hour' John 
was  able  to  get  him  into  the  net,  when  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  long  and  lanky  jack-like-looking  kelt, 
which,  in  condition,  would  have  been  a  salmon  of 
at  least  ten  pounds.  With  a  little  trout  rod  and 
cast  it  was  a  clever  bit  of  fishing,  but,  of  course, 
the  fish  was  returned  to  go  to  the  sea  and  get  clean.' 

There  are  one  or  two  very  pretty  islands  in  the 
loch  near  Fiag,  one  of  which,  covered  with  stunted 
trees,  is  called  Heron's  Isle,  and  very  appropriately. 
Approaching  it  one  day  we  startled  the  herons] 
which  saw  us  approaching  from  afar,  and  we 
counted  no  less  than  thirty  flying  up  and  around. 


I  said  I  should  like  to  land  and  have  a  view  of 
their  nests,  and  John  made  fast  the  boat  on  the 
pebbly  beach  and  we  did  so.  Wc  found  many 
large  nests  of  about  the  size  of  small  clothes-baskets 
in  the  forks  of  the  trees,  and  on  my  saying  I  should 
like  to  have  one  or  two  of  their  eggs  as  specimens, 
John  climbed  up  to  a  nest  and  gave  me  two  large 
light  blue  ones.  Looking  up  at  one  of  the  nests  we 
saw  a  chick  heron,  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon 
peeping  down  at  us  over  the  side  of  the  nest  in  a 
most  ludicrous  manner,  but  it  was  so  rigid  and 
motionless,  and  its  queer  eyes  so  unwinking,  that 
we  thought  it  must  be  dead.  But  when  John 
climbed  up  to  see,  it  fell  back  into  its  nest,  showing 
that  it  was  alive,  but  its  comical  rigidity  as  it 
ipspected  our  gazes  was  quite  amusing. 

Just  below  the  tree  in  which  its  nest  was  we 
tound  a  large  heron  "  hanged  by  the  neck  until  it  was 
dead  by  the  forked  branches.  This  may  have 
been  the  mother  of  our  queer  looking  fledgeling,  and 
may  have  accounted  for  the  wonder  and  sadness  of 
Its  unblinkmg  eyes.  The  unhappy  parent,  probably 
blown  out  of  the  nest  by  a  storm,  had  its  long  neck 
caught  in  the  fork  of  the  tree,  and  so  got  choked. 
The  catastrophe  was  evidently  recent,  for  it  was 
pretty  fresh,  and  afibrded  my  companion  some 
feathers  for  his  flies.  We  judged  that  this  was  no 
uncommon  accident,  for  not  far  ofl"  we  found 
another  caught  in  exactly  the  same  way,  but  that 
one  was  shrunk  like  a  mummy. 

On  another  stony  little  isle,  called  Gull  Isle,  we 
saw  a  number  of  gulls,  and  landing  on  it  we  found 
some  nests  but  no  eggs.  On  one  of  the  islands  of 
Loch  Veyatie,  on  a  summer's  day,  we  found,  and 
even  stroked,  some  chick  gulls,  while  others 
hobbled  away  into  the  bushes.  It  was  on  the 
occasion  of  the  bonfire  mentioned  in  my  last 
paper  when  some  of  the  poor  little  things  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  roasted  alive. 

One  of  our  pleasantest  days  was  spent  at  that 
part  of  the  loch  near  the  mouth  of  the  Con-ie  River, 
which  flows  down  the  wild  Corrie  valley,  on  the 
mountains  near  which  the  eagle  builds,  and  the 
scenery  of  which  is  romantic  and  grand  to  a  degree. 
The  fish  were  not  rising  well  on  the  loch,  so  we 
rowed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  there  we  got 
two  fine  fish,  which  tempted  us  to  land  and  walk 
up  the  bank,  fishing  up  for  some  distance,  until 
fairiy  driven  off  by  the  swarms  of  gnats,  which  the 
warm  afternoon  had  brought  out  in  their  thousands. 
But  we  had  some  very  pretty  sport  on  it,  and  in  a 
short  time  caught  six  and  a  half  brace,  one  of  a 
pound  and  another  of  a  pound  and  a  half,  besides 
losing  two  or  three  others.  Had  we  spent  our  day 
on  it  it  would  have  well  repaid  us. 

Two  of  our  days  we  devoted  to  Loch  Merkland, 
to  which  we  drove  in  a  trap  from  the  hotel  by  a 
very  wild  and  grand  mountain  road  among  "  the 
tumbled  fragments  of  the  hills,"  the  said  trap  being 
shared  each  day  by  two  other  anglers  to  whom  had 
been  allotted  one  of  the  two  boats  which  are  kept 
upon  it.     Both   days,   however,  we   were  very 
unfortunate  in  the  weather.    On  the  first  day  we 
thought  we  were  going  to  have  a  grand  one,  for  it 
was  fine  when  we  embarked,  and  we  got  two  or 
three  trout  in  a  few  minutes  ;  but  soon  dark  clouds 
overcast  the  loch,  and  a  heavy  Highland  storm 
burst  upon  us,  and  for  three  miserable  hours  we 
were  tossing  on  the  waves  in  a  terrific  downpour, 
fully  exposed  to  its  fury.    It  was  useless  looking 
for  shelter,  for  no  shelter  of  any  kind  could  be 
found.    But  we  did  land  for  lunch,  and  our  sand- 
wiches were  nicely  moistened  by  the  rain.  We 
were,  however,  much  interested  in  seeing  several 
large  herds  of  wild  deer  in  the  Duke  of  "West- 
minister's "  (as  the  gillies  always  say)  forest  of  Reay, 
and  on  the  way  home  we  passed  some  of  them 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  us. 

In  our  wet  plight  we  had  to  wait  for  our  trap  till 
6.30,  and  to  stamp  our  feet  pretty  well  to  keep 
warm,  and  when  the  mail  did  come  we  had  to  ride 
outside  in  the  pitiless  downpour,  for  there  was  no 
inside.  Did  we  not  get  bad  colds,  and  were  we  not 
laid  up  for  some  weeks  after  with  rheumatism? 
Not  a  bit  of  it.  At  home  this  would  have  been  the 
issue  after  such  a  day.  But  such  is  the  efiect 
of  Highland  air,  and  of  the  interest  of  the 
angler's  sport,  and,  I  may  add,  of  the  placid  cheer- 
fulness of  the  angler's  temperament,  that  we  got  no 
harm  whatever,  and  were  quite  ready  to  go  there 
another  day,  which  we  did,  but  that  day  was  the 
reverse  of  the  other,  very  fine  and  warm,  and  the 
loch  oily  calm.  This  was,  for  our  creels,  worse 
than  the  stormy  day.  But,  in  spite  of  aU,  we  got 
several  brace  of  fish  each  day. 


Mat  4,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


301 


On  two  other  days  we  went  by  the  mail  (thus  it 
is  easily  accessible)  to  Loch  Griam,  on  which  we 
had  the  honour  (May  26)  of  casting  the  first  fly  of 
the  season.  One  was  a  very  stormy  day,  when  we 
only  got  seven  brace,  but  the  other  was  fine,  and 
we  got  seventeen  brace.  We  were  much  too  early 
for  this  loch,  but  it  is  a  very  interesting  loch  to  fish. 

It  may  be  useful  to  add  that  the  best  flies  for 
summer,  early  and  late,  are  March  Brown,  Stone 
Fly,  Eed  Palmer,  Heather  Moth,  Zulu,  and  Claret 
and  Mallard.  For  autumn  the  best  are  Grouse  and 
Green,  Grouse  and  Claret,  Teal  and  Eed,  and  Teal 
and  Green.  The  Zulu  did  not  do  so  well  in  autumn. 
Good  flies  and  tackle  may  always  be  bought  at  the 
hotels.  My  companion  caught  a  grand  ferox  of 
91b.  on  Lower  Shin,  which  twice  ran  out  a  himdred 
yards  of  line,  on  Malloch's  very  large  trolling 
tackle,  which  he  strongly  recommends. 

I  think,  then,  it  will  be  seen  from  what  I"  have 
described  that  Overscaig  offers  jilenty  of  scope  and 
variety  for  the  angler's  holiday,  and  I  need  only 
add  that  if  he  should  visit  it  he  will  find  that  he 
will  get  every  attention  from  Mr.  Duncan  McKay, 
the  landlord  of  the  cosy  little  hotel,  who,  being  an 
angler  himself,  ijlaces  "his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence gladly  at  the  service  of  his  guests.  My 
companion  and  myself,  at  any  rate,  can  honestly 
say  that  we  had  a  very  pleasant  holiday  there,  and 
one  that  was  as  restorative  to  health  as  it  was 
conducive  to  pleasure. 


ANGLING  FALLACIES. 
By  John  H.  Davis.* 
{Continued  from  page  286.) 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  be  too  anxious  about  making  your 
fly  "  an  exact  imitation."  Believe  me,  you  can't  do 
it ;  there  is  no  such  thing  as  "  an  exact  imitation  "  fly 
extant,  and  if  there  was  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
trout  will  take  it.  Try  your  best  imitation  March 
Bro^n  when  the  fish  are  rising  madly  at  the  real  fly, 
and  all  over  the  river,  and  then  please  report  the 
result.  The  "  old  hands  "  on  the  Eden  and  Eamont 
at  such  times  take  off  their  March  Browns  and  put  on 
something  altogether  different,  and  sink  them  as 
deeply  as  they  can.  You  may  safely  follow  their  lead. 
I  had  an  experience  last  May  which  was  not  without 
its  lesson  for  me.  I  was  fishing  the  Eden,  and  so  was 
a  youth  some  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age. 
The  Grannom  and  the  Yellow  Dun  were  both  on  the 
water,  and  of  course  I  used  the  best  patterns  of  each. 
The  youth,  all  unmindful  of  such  secondary  considera- 
tions" as  choice  of  suitable  flies,  had  two  nondescripts 
on  his  cast,  one  a  large  Broughton  Point  and  the  other 
a  Blue  Partridge.  In  the  evening  I  found  that  I  was 
hopelessly  beaten,  notwithstanding  that  I  bad  superior 
tackle  and  had  been  fishing  better  water.  Of  course, 
I  know  that  too  much  importance  need  not  be  attached 
to  isolated  instances  of  this  kind,  but  they  "  give  us 
pause,"  and  carry  a  lesson  which  must  not  be  ignored. 
And  equally,  of  course,  I  do  not  advise  going  to  the 
other  extreme.  I  only  say  do  not  pay  too  strict 
attention  to  exact  imitation,  because  it  is  very  far 
from  being  the  "  be  all  and  end  all  "  of  fly  making. 
It  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to  know  that  even  the 
high  priests  of  the  dry-fly  cult,  who  really  do  go  in 
for  as  much  ."exact  imitation"  as  possible,  often 
imitate  a  Dun  having  six  legs  by  giving  him  fifty  1 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the 
indications  of  your  barometer.  Unless  it  goes 
violently  down  and  indicates  real  mischief,  you  often, 
under  normal  conditions,  "disquiet  yourself  in  vain" 
by  asking  its  opinion  with  that  significant  tap,  tap, 
and  knowing  look  which  mean  so  much.  All  the 
same,  don't  do  like  the  old  farmer  who  took  his 
"  weather-glass,"  which  marked  fair,  outside  to  see  the 
falling  rain,  and  then  addressed  it  in  angry  tones, 
"  There  ;  aren't  you  satisfied  that  you  be  a-lyingwow  ?  " 

It  is  a  fallacy  for  the  angler  (or  any  other  less 
endowed  person,  for  the  matter  of  that)  to  interfere 
with  any,  even  the  least,  of  nature's  well-known  laws. 
For  instance,  if  you  see  a  weasel  hunting  a  rat,  let 
him  alone,  he  is  following  out  the  purpose  of  his 
design.  Similarly — and  this  is  the  point  of  this  para- 
graph— if  you  see  in  a  country  lane,  on  the  way  to 
your  fishing,  one  of  those  idyllic  pictures  where  two 
people  may  be  seen  walking  as  closely  together  as  they 
can,  although  the  lane  is  wide  enough  for  "twenty 
abreast,"  it  is  a  fallacy  to  appear  to  see  them;  let 
them  alone,  for  they  also  are  only  following  out  the 
pmpose  of  their  design.  It  is,  indeed,  only  another 
chapter  of  that  old,  old  story  which  we  all  know  so 
well.  That  is  all  1  And  when  the  larger  and  stronger 
of  the  two,  having  an  arm  in  a  graceful  curve  round 
the  waist  of  the  other,  drops  that  arm  on  hearing 
your  footstep  as  if  it  had  been  shot  through,  and  the 

*  An  interesting  paper  read  to  the  members  of  the 
Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  at  Leeds  on  March  6, 
1901.    G.  H.  demons,  the  president,  in  the  chair. 


two  begin  to  walk  as  if  they  had  never  seen  each  other 
before,  again  I  say  don't  appear  to  see  it,  but  remember 
your  walks  in  country  lanes  in  the  "  Lang  Syne." 
And  perhaps  the  closing  words  of  the  old  song  may 
come  back  to  you  at  such  a  time  with  a  world  of 
meaning  in  them — • 

Along  the-violet-scented  path, 
With  soften'd  steps  and  slow, 

We  talked  those  little  nothings  o'er 
Which  none  but  sweethearts  know. 

Now  hand  in  hand  we  traverse  still 

The  paths  we  used  to  roam. 
And  I  bless  that  summer  ev'ning  when 
I  saw  sweet  Nellie  home. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  go  a-fishing  with  a  small  creel. 
The  difference  in  weight  between  a  small  and  a  fair- 
sized  one  is  almost  inappreciable,  but  the  difference 
in  comfort  to  you  is  considerable.  The  latter  will 
carry  all  your  tackle,  luncheon,  flask,  and  other  et 
ceteras,  and  thus  prevent  you  cramming  your  pockets 
until  you  look  as  if  the  product  of  a  midnight  foray 
amongst  silk  handkerchiefs  in  a  West-end  shop  was 
concealed  about  your  person.  Besides  it  is  very  much 
nicer  on  those  frequent  occasions  when  you  catch  201b. 
of  nice  trout  to  have  them  comfortably  stowed  away 
in  a  creel  than  to  resort  to  the  primitive  device  of 
threading  the  bulk  of  them  on  a  forked  stick  and 
dangling  them  at  your  side. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  talk  about  or  give  names  to  things 
which  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist.  For  instance,  in 
old  angling  books  directions  are  often  given  to  use 
"  pig's  wool "  in  making  the  bodies  of  flies.  Now  who 
ever  saw  this  substance  called  "  pig's  wool  "  ?  Isn't 
there  some  confusion  of  ideas  here  ?  I  know  that  in 
Chicago  a  pig  is  a  hog,  and  that  on  the  Yorkshire 
moors  a  hog  is  a  yearling  sheep.  Perhaps  the  con- 
junction of  these  two  may  lead  to  "  pig's  wool."  I 
don't  know.*  But  I  take  this  opportunity  of  recording 
my  opinion  that  a  pig  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  the 
production  of  wool.  Of  course  I  have  heard  that  a 
certain  nameless  personage,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
considerable  influence  in  this  world,  once  attempted 
to  shear  a  pig,  and  he  reported  to  his  employer  that 
he  got  "  more  cry  than  wool."    I  can  quite  believe  him. 

It  is  a  fallacy  on  the  part  of  our  friends  over  the 
border  to  speak  of  their  hooks  as  "irons."  Imagine 
tying  a  fly  on  a  No.  10  "  iron."  I  have  heard  of  flat 
irons.  They  have  their  uses  in  the  laundry,  and  leave 
pleasing  effects  when  they  fall  on  your  great  toe.  I 
have  heard  of  the  iron  which  is  poetically  said  to 
"  enter  into  your  soul."  But 

"  Brither  Scots 
"  Frae  Maiderkirk  to  John  o'  Groat's  " 
"tak'  pity  on  the  puir  Southron";  not  a  salmon 
"  iron  "  please  1    The  fitness  of  things  is  outraged, 
and  if  you  don't  mend  your  ways  we  shall  be  in  danger 
of  mistaking  you,  and  take  it  that  you  mean  a  "  cleek." 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  call  your  rod  a  "pole."  I  can 
understand  what  is  meant  by  a  telegraph  pole,  the 
magnetic  pole,  the  North  Pole,  and  I  have  faint 
glimmerings  that  the  pole  which  we  use  to  recite  at 
school  as  "  rod,  pole,  or  perch  "  had  some  occult  and 
mysterious  connection  with  a  "  yard  stick,"  or  other 
measure.  But  a  "  fishing  pole  1 "  Ye  gods  !  Picture 
the  efieot  upon  the  nerves  of  any  rod  maker  of  repute 
if  you  wrote  saying,  "  Kindly  send  me  your  ten  feet 
six  inch  split-oane,  steel-centre  'trout  pole'"  But 
the  reason  for  the  London  angler  calling  his  rod  a 
"  pole  "  lies  deeper  than  we  see  at  the  first  glance.  Who 
would  really  think  that  it  is  due  to  the  great  Darwinian 
theory  of  evolution  ?  Yet  it  is,  for  whilst  the  Southern 
roach  fisher,  hugging  his  roach  "  pole  "  is  still  in  the 
"  pole  age,"  we  in  the  North  have  advanced  to  the 
superior  dignity  of  ithe  fly  rod.  How  do  I  know  that, 
do  you  say  ?  Listen  !  In  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post 
is  a  wondrous  weekly  article,  styled  "  Angling  in 
Yorkshire,"  which  every  self-respecting  angler  in  the 
county  reads  most  religiously,  and  it  is  devoutly  hoped 
believes  and  profits  by.  Well,  in  that  same  article, 
under  date  of  Feb.  2,  1901,  behold  it  is  written — 
"During  the  time"  (the  writer  is  describing  the 
advances  made  in  fishing  tackle,  etc.,  during  the 
Victorian  era),  "...  the  fly  rod  has  evolved  from  a  com- 
paratively clumsy  pole  to  a  stage  of  light  and  graceful 
perfection."     A  very  satisfactory  explanation,  surely  ' 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  use  terms  which  may  appear  to 
savour  of  slang.  Far  be  that  from  the  angler  of  every 
degree.  It  is  much  better  to  " call  a  spade  a  spade" 
than  to  attempt  to  write  "  fine."  Why  should  an 
angler  be  called  a  "rodster,"  a  trout  a  "speckled 
beauty,"  a  grayling  "  the  thyme-scented  one,"  a  pike  a 
"tyrant"  or  "fresh-water  shark,"  a  chub  "Mr.  Logger- 
head," a  tench  "the  aquatic  physician,"  a  bream 
"Mr.  Bellows,"  and  so  on  '?  It  is  not  pretty,  neither 
does  it  appear  to  accomplish  any  good  end.  If  there 
is  a  case  where  such  a  necessity  arises  it  is  the  one  in 
connection  with  a  certain  wee  black  demon  of  a  fly, 
the  anathema  maranatha  of  all  fly  fishers.  He  really 
merits  an  opprobrious  name,  and  I  agree  that  he  is 
rightly  dubbed  "  the  cuss." 

*  What  is  the  matter  with  "  pig's  wool  "  ?  "  Pig's 
wool  "  is  all  right.— Ed.,  F.  G. 


It  is  a  fallacy  to  speak  of  "  whipping  a  stream." 
Only  novices  use  their  rods  in  that  way,  and  the  real 
angler  never  approaches  to  any  action  which  may 
appropriately  be  termed  "  whipping." 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  quote  the  eternal  and  absurd 
dictum  (ascribed  to  Doctor  Johnson,  but  stoutly 
denied  by  him  *)  that  the  definition  of  an  angler  is  "  a 
fool  at  one  end  and  a  worm  at  the  other."  At  the  end 
of  what  ?  All  anglers  don't  fish  with  worms.  Some 
fish  with  flies,  others  with  minnows,  bluebottles,  and 
such  like  "kittle  cattle,"  and  a  few  are  so  richly 
endowed  that  they  can  afford  to  use  brains!  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  votaries  of  all  other  sports 
cannot  truthfully  say  the  same. 

It  is  a  fallacy  to  treat  anglers  as  liars  at  large,  and 
make  dark  references  in  that  connection  to  Ananias 
and  his  partner.  It  has  never  appeared  to  me  that 
thev  possessed  a  monopoly  of  untruthfulness.  I  can 
find  plenty  of  it  outside,  and  without  consultation 
with  my  brethren.  There  seems  also  such  a  want  of 
motive  for  not  telling  the  truth.  And  it  is  a  rule,  I 
find,  for  anglers  to  go  straight  home  to  the  bosom  of 
their  families  and  there  deposit  their  catch,  after 
which,  the  "  better  half"  being  satisfied,  wherein  lies 
the  necessity  for  lying.  I  don't  believe  in  its  existence 
at  all. 

It  is  a  fallacy  when  you  are  enthusiastically 
describing  the  capture  of  some  choice  specimen  to 
add  that  you  celebrated  the  event  by  taking  a  "  nip  of 
Scotch,"  a  "  wee  drappie,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  We 
all  know  you  do.  Most  of  us  are  men  of  experience, 
who  have  gone  through  those  ecstatic  delights,  and  we 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  tell  everybody  all  about 
our  little  peccadilloes.  Besides  you  7nitst  leave  some- 
thing to  the  imagination,  or  we  shall  really  deserve 
the  reproach  which  is  now  and  then  flung  at  us,  that 
we  Britishers  are  not  an  imaginative  race. 

Lastly,  it  is  a  fallacy— yes,  it  is  the  crowning  fallacy 
—ever  to  lose  sight  of,  or  neglect,  the  joy  and  the 
manifold  charms  and  delights  of  your  surroundings 
when  you  go  a-fishing.  You  have  always  the  birds 
and  their  songs  with  you,  from  the  time  when  the 
blackbird  and  thrush  "pour  out  their  souls"  for  you 
in  spring,  until  the  friendly,  and  ever  welcome,  robin 
perkily  chirps  at  you  when  the  ground  is  hard,  and 
the  frost  king  reigns  in  winter.  The  river,  in  its  own 
inimitable  way,  has  a  welcome  for  you  as  it  rushes 
past.  The  wind  is  your  oldest  friend,  and  whether  he 
fans'your  face  with  balmy  airs  or  comes  bustling  along 
in  the  form  of  the  "  brave  north-easter  "  he  ruffles  your 
memory,  as  well  as  the  stream  at  your  feet,  and 
always  adds  to  your  happiness;  you  feel  that  it  is 
good  to  be  alive.  You  are  certain  to  have  your  share 
of  troubles  in  this  world,  and  you  cannot  help  at 
times  carrying  them  with  you,  but  at  the  river  side 
they  somehow  get  softened,  the  keen  edge  is  taken  off 
them,  and  your  [mind  is  soothed  by  the  power  of  that 
good  fairy  who  is  always  present  in  such  scenes  as  the 
angler  loves,  and  where  he  finds  his  sport.  We  may 
rejoice  that  angling  is  still  the  "  contemplative  man's 
recreation,"  and  long  may  it  remain  so.  May  we  all 
indulge  in  its  bountiful  enjoyments,  until  the  time 
comes  when  the  "  lean  and  slipper'd  pantaloon  "  befits 
us  better  than  our  waders,  when  our  choicest  rods  and 
flies  will  still  be  cherished,  but  not  used,  and  when  we 
shall  be  quite  content  to  hand  over  all  "  anglmg 
fallacies  "  to  "  those  we  leave  behind  us."  f 


OUE  SUMMER  TRIP  TO  LES 
CHENEAUX. 


By  THE  Bald-headed  Youngsteb. 
(Edwabd  S.  Kelley.) 

"  Here  is  the  ghost  of  a  summer  that  lived  for  us." — 
Henley.  j 

I  stood  in  the  Indian  missionary  s  front  yard  (if  one 
can  call  a  rocky  slope,  and  an  apparently  limitless 
space  covered  with  rocks  and  stunted  pines  and  cedars 
on  either  hand,  a  front  yard),  while  before  me  were 
spread  Les  Cheneaux  Islands,  the  scene  presented  being 
of  wondrous  beauty.  The  missionary  had  welcomed 
us  to  his  home  in  the  wilderness  with  a  beaming  face 
and  outstretched  hand.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
put  the  beam  into  the  bill,  but  later  I  ascertaihed  that 
the  hand  was  in  its  usual  position.  However,  he  was 
all  right— in  his  wav.  He  had  filled  our  souls  with 
defight  by  his  hearty  welcome  (for  which  my  suspicious 
nature  suggested  he  might  charge),  and  later  he  had 
filled  our  stomachs  with  a  fairly  good  dinner  (for 
which  he  did  charge,  I  know). 

Our  party  consisted  of  a  friend  (conunonly  addressed 

by  the  writer  as  "J.  L  "),  his  wife  and  children  ; 

myself  one  of  the  mild-mannered  villains,  known  to 
his  friends  as  a  "fishing  crank,"  willing  to  exist  while 
performing  his  allotted  labours  for  eleven  or  eleven- 

*  By  the  Editor~of  the  Fishiiig  Gaiette  for  him. 
There  is  no  reference  to  it  in  all  Johnson's  writings  or 
Boswell's  either.— Ed.,  F.  G.  . 

+  This  lecture  was  commenced  m  our  issue  oi 
April  20,  continued  on  April  27,  and  concluded  on 
May  4. 


302 


aud-a-half  months  of  each  year,"  provided  he  is  per- 
mitted to  hve  according  to  his  own  standard  the 
balance  of  the  year ;  my  wife— who  had  always  looked 
upon   my  annual  pilgrimages    (inasmuch  as  they 
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contained  no  suggestion  of  seashore  or  moimtain 
hotels)  as  a  sheer  waste  of  time— persuaded  to  go  for 
the  first  time  in  her  life ;  and  our  two  dauo-hters  I 
had  corresponded  with  the  aforesaid  missionary  had 
asked  him  vyhether  the  fishing  was  good  up  his  way 
and  he  had  replied  that  it  was  ;  so  here  we  were  with 
boxes  and  bundles  containing  provisions  and  fishing 
tackle,  tents  and  bedding.  Dinner  was  over  and  I 
lighted  my  pipe,  started  out  to  view  the  land,  and  had 
walked  down  to  the  shore,  where  I  stood  looking  at 
our  luggage,  when  to  me  came  the  good  missionary. 

Ihere's  your  boat,"  he  said,  pointing  to  a  rather 
decent-looking,  clinker-built  rowboat  anchored  off  the 
shore.  "I've  been  keeping  it  for  vou."  Then  he 
continued  :  "  lou'll  all  have  a  good  time  up  here.  At 
least,  I  hope  so ;  and  I'm  going  to  do  all  I  can  to 
make  it  a  good  time.  We  think  it  is  a  pretty  nice 
place  up  here." 

The  cheerful  tone  and  the  confidence  with  which 
he  spoke  must  have  had  the  effect  of  a  tonic  or 
perhaps,  'twas  the  ozone  in  the  breeze  from  Lake 
Muron  which  inspired  me.  Anyway,  when  the  husky 
sky  pilot,  with  his  system  full  of  said  ozone  and  his 
lace  full  of  whiskers,  had  finished  speaking,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  we  had  better  go  into  camp  that 

afternoon.    I  went  into  the  house  to  consult  J  L  

who  looked  up  and  said  : —  ' 
"  It  does  a  man  good  to  be  up  here.    It's  only  half- 
an-hour  since  dinner,  and  I'm  ready  for  more  now. 
W  here  do  we  camp  ?  " 

We  pitched  our  camp  on  Marquette  Island,  about 
^J^}  mainland  and  two  miles  from  the 

abode  of  the  missionary.  One  nice  thing  was  the 
abundance  of  good  water.  We  had  the  entire  northern 
end  of  Lake  Huron  to  use  for  drinking  purposes,  and, 
incidentally  m  which  to  bathe.  It  always  seems 
to  me  a  little  hard  to  reconcile  these  two  amuse- 
ments  to  the  same  body  of  water.  Of  course,  the 
water,  in  order  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  must  be 
so  waiTQ  that  after  a  dip  under  its  shining  surface 
one  will  have  sufficient  life  left  to  crawl  ashore 
and  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  cold  enough  to 
quench  thirst.  The  children  found  the  bathing  a 
source  of  great  delight,  but  the  rest  -of  us  discovered 
that  we  could  get  along  just  as  comfortably  by  taking 
our  portion  from  a  tin  cup.  I  did  try  the  bathing 
once,  early  m  August,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  am 

thoroughly  warmed  yet.    J.  L  fell  into  it  with  a 

fourteen-quart  bucket  of  drinking-water,  which  he 
harvested  out  m  the  bay.  I  did  not  hear  him  say 
how  he  liked  it,  but  I  did  not  notice  him  going  in 

We  had  three  tents-one  ten  by  twelve  and  one  ten 
by  nineteen,  for  sleeping  purposes,  and  the  third 
twelve  by  twenty  for  a  dining-room.  The  kitchen,  as 
usual,  occupied  "all  outdoors,"  and  when  supper-time 
came  our  village  was  in  full  operation 

A  couple  of  miles  to  the  east  of  our  camn  lay  a 
small  Indian  village,  and  for  our  first  fishing  bout 

out  of  curiosity  J.  L  and  I  started  up  that  way] 

rowing  slowly  along  the  edge  of  the  rushes  with  a 
couple  of  Skinner  spoons  dragging  about  one  hundred 
feet  astern  ,  Before  leaving  Chicago  I  had  purchased 
a  new  steel  rod,  as  I  was  afraid  to  trust  too  much  to 
my  light  bamboo  m  handling  a  large  fish.  I  have 
landed  more  than  one  three-pound  trout  with  it,  and 
many  an  able  fighter  belonging  to  the  bass  family 
has  made  It  sing  through  the  air  until  there  was  no 
more  fight  m  him.  But  I  was  after  big  fish  this  trip, 
and  on  this  first  morning  I  took  out  my  new  steel 
rod,  With  a  strong,  new  line  and  my  best  reel.  I  was 
determined  (or  at  least  I  thought  I  was)  that,  if  there 
was  a  big  fish  anywhere  in  my  neighbourhood,  he 
would  not  catch  me  asleep.  I  was  rowing,  sitting  on 
the  butt  of  my  rod  and  keeping  a  wary  eyl  on  the  tip 
and  line  out  astern,  watching,  as  it  were,  lest  a  large 
perch  should  take  me  unawares.  That  is  just  what  I 
got  though,  and  he  put  up  about  the  same  fight  one 
might  expect  from  a  bunch  of  hay 

I  freely  admit  that  up  to  that  morning  I  had  never 
trolled  for  perch  I  have  always,  had  definite  and 
distinct  spots,  widely  removed  from  each  other  in 
which  to  get  perch,  bass,  trout,  etc. ;  and,  althou<^h 
at  one  time  it  was  claimed  that  nineteen  different 
kinds  of  fiBb  could  be  caught  from  our  home  pier, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  one  must  fish 
for  thein  m  nearly,  if  not  quite,  nineteen  different 
w  ^^^i^'^ecessary  to  say  that  perch  fishing 
there  was  not  done  with  a  trolling  hook 

I  had  safely  landed  my  perch  without  breaking  any 
of  my  tackle,  and  was  hitching  out  my  line  again  in  a 
careless  sort  of  way,  when  a  three-foot  pike  happened 
to  be  out  looking  for  his  breakfast.  I  thought,  at  the 
time,  that  possibly  he  was  on  his  way  to  Niagara  Falls 
and  wanted  to  get  there  before  noon.  I  fudged  of' 
course,  by  the  way  he  went  at  it.  I  was  busy  1  I  told 
to  get  his  line  out  of  the  way,  and  he  reeled 
m  and  watched  the  fun.  ^  

One  time  at  a  small  laVe  near  Traverse  City  Mich 
I  caught  a  mascalonge  weighing  thirty-two  pounds! 
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I  had  a  line  that  could  have  been  used  as  a  clothes- 
line, and  we  dragged  the  fish  ashore  and  used  an  oar 
to  persuade  him  to  keep  quiet  until  he  was  landed 
lhat  IS  not  angling.    It  is  not  even  fishing.    It  only 
gives  one  the  privilege  of  saying  that  one  has  caught 
a  thirty-two  pounder.    If  you  do  not  believe  it,  just 
get  one  that  way  and  then  try  a  three-foot  pike  on  a 
seven-foot  steel  rod,  with  a  fifty-vard  silk  line  of 
ordinary  size.    By  the  time  you  have  stood  in  your 
boat  for  twenty  minutes,  wondering  what  in  blazes 
the  blamed  fool  is  going  to  do  next,  you  will  con! 
elude  that  you  are  out  fishing,  at  least,  if  not  more. 
!<  irst  he  will  have  urgent  business  in  the  direction  of 
the  open  water.    There  is  no  bluff  about  it  either 
he  means  it.    Then  if  you  succeed  in  persuading  him 
not  to  hurry  so  fast,  he  will  get  mad  about  it  and 
sulk— get  clear  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  deepest 
place  he  can  find,  and  defy  you  to  drag  him  Sut 
About  the  same  time  you  are  ready  to  give  it  up  and 
without  giving  you  any  kind  of  a  show  for  your  money 
he  takes  a  notion  that  his  way  and  vours  lie  in  the 
same  direction,  and  he  comes  at  you  like  a  flash  of 
lightning.    Before  you  can  more  than  catch  up  your 
slack  he  IS  under  the  boat  and  away  on  the  other  side 
lou  need  your  nerve  and  all  your  skill  in  dealing  with 
these  ifellows  in  the  northern  waters,  and  even  then 
they  are  not  so  hard  fighters  as  the  mascalonge  But 
to  a  man  who  has  just  landed  one  perch  and  expects 
to  get  more  there  is  an  element  of  surprise  in  the 
transaction.    One  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  fair  to  both  sides  if  word  had 
been  sent  up  to  look  out  for  trouble. 

I  have  seen  my  little  daughter  get  mad  at  a  black 
bass  for  breaking  her  rod  when  she  "wasn't  ready  to 
play,  and  I  believe  that  with  older  people  the  "  mad  " 
IS  there  just  the  same  when  an  unlooked-for  battle 
occurs.  Of  course  I  did  not  know  but  I  might  acci- 
dentally get  a  good  fish.  I  intended  to  try,  any  way 
and  suppose  I  was  trying  when  I  got  that  strike.  But 
1  did  not  look  for  it  so  soon :  I  had  not  fairly  got 
started,  my  line  was  not  half  run  out.  Altogether 
there  was  an  element  of  unfairness  about  it  that  I  did 
not  like.  If  I  want  to  hit  a  man,  I'm  not  going  to  do 
It  when  his  back  is  turned  ;  I  propose  to  give  him 
some  kind  of  a  notice.  It  is  not  so,  though  with  one 
of  those  northern  pickerel  (or  pike,  as  they  are  called 
there).  The  "  strenuous  life  "  is  their  kind,  and  the 
more  "strenuous"  they  can  make  it  the  better  they 
seem  to  like  it. 

When  I  had  that  fellow  tired  out  (which  is  not 
saying  that  I  was  not  in  about  the  same  fix),  I  drew 
him  up  to  the  boat  and  it  dawned  on  me  that'  we  had 
no  gaff.    However,  there  is  more  than  one  way  to  skin 

a  cat.    I  said  to  J.  L  : 

"  Now,  when  I  swing  him  up  to  you,  stick  your 
thumb  and  forefinger  into  his  eyes,  and  jam  'em  in 
hard._   Then  lift  him  in." 

This  done,  he  came  in  quietly,  and  a  dual  yell  went 
up  that  must  have  startled  the  Indians.  We  looked 
at  each  other  for  a  second,  and  then  we— well  never 
mind  what  we  did.  If  you  are  a  fisherman  you  pro- 
bably know,  and  if  you  are  not  it  is  unnecessary  that 
you  should  be  enlightened.  We  then  rowed  as  far  as 
the  Indian  village,  a  small  collection  of  rude  log  huts 
to  see  if  we  could  get  any  information  from  the 
Indians  m  regard  to  the  fishing.  We  did  not  see  any 
of  them  around,  but  probably  got  as  much  information 
as  though  we  had  met  the  whole  tribe.  The  red 
brother  is  not  a  fluent  conversationalist.  When  he 
does  "  open  up  "  it  is  not  always  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
believe  what  he  says.  He  does  not  always  tell  the 
truth,  even  when  he  keeps  still. 

Once  during  a  political  speech  the  orator,  after 
having  arraigned  his  ^opponent  in  good  style,  said  • 

What  does  Mr.          say  about  that  ?  "    And  then 

added  impressively,  "  Gentlemen,  he  says  absolutely 
nothing."  A  man  in  the  audience  yelled  : 
"  Well,  he's  a  liar  ;  that's  what  he  is." 
My  experience  long  ago  led  me  to  adopt  the  opinion 
of  the  man  m  the  audience,  so  far  as  it  touches  the 
noble  red  man.  As  a  usual  thing,  he  is  just  a  plain 
copper-coloured,  corn  -  pickled  liar.  I  have  had  an 
acquaintance  with  him  extending  over  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  and  I  have  seen  but  one  who  was  honest 
enough  to  laugh  aloud.  He  laughed  only  because  he 
had  me  so  badly  scared  that  I  was  humpbacked  for  a 
week.  There  may  be  isolated  cases  of  honesty  among 
them,  but  when  one  of  them  is  afflicted  in  that  way 
he  must  be  ashamed  of  the  fact;  anyway,  he  keeps  it 
quiet.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  uneducated  savage  of 
the  North  and  West.  I  do  not  know  that  civilisation 
makes  them  honest.  I  prefer  to  believe  that  honesty 
impels  them  to  become  educated.  In  any  event 
those  whom  I  have  met  in  the  woods  or  on  the  prairies 
were  all  of  one  kind.  There  are  two  on  the  island 
who  are  fairly  honest,  and  I  took  the  children  to  see 
them  one  day.  The  graves  are  badly  caved  in. 
By  this  time  we  were  getting  anxious  to  be  in  the 

near  neighbourhood  of  something  to  eat,  and  J.  L  

took  the  oars  for  the  return  trip.  Rain  was  falling 
v?hen  we  reached  camp,  but  we  put  the  stove  under 
the  awning  of  the  dining-tent,  and  cooked  our  bacon, 
eggs,  and  coffee  in  comfort.  About  eleven  o'clock  the 
sun  came  out  and  wc  saw  no  more  rain  until  the  day 


we  broke  camp.  Once  or  twice,  in  the  early  morning, 
there  was  a  slight  mist,  which  passed  away  with  the 
rising  of  the  sun,  and  once,  I  believe,  I  was  told  that 
it  bad  rained  hard  during  the  previous  night.  If  it 
did,  i  was  too  busy  at  the  time  with  a  party  by  the 
name  of  Morpheus  to  take  notice.  But,  altogether,  I 
feel  satisfied  that  if  the  job  of  making  the  weather  had 
been  turned  over  to  me,  I  could  not  have  bettered  it. 
Sometimes  it  was  a  trifle  hot,  but  only  for  a  few  hours 
at  a  time,  and  at  night  a  goodly  supply  of  blankets 
was  a  necessity.  In  speaking  of  the  weather,  I  except 
the  last  day  in  camp.  The  elements  must  have  been 
heartbroken  at  the  thought  of  our  departure,  for  the 
skies  began  to  weep  at  early  dawn,  and  night  found  us 
a  wet,  bedraggled,  sorry-looking  lot,  albeit  cheerful 

even  to  the  verge  of  hilarity.     J.  L          held  an 

umbrella  over  the  .sputtering  fire,  and  while  the  rain 
trickled  down  his  back  and  the  smoke  made  his  eyes 
add  to  the  general  humidity  cracked  jokes  at  the 
expense  of  everybody,  himself  included,  until  he  "  won 
out  '  with  a  good  hot  supper. 

Sunday  afternoon  Williams  came  to  see  us.  Williams 
was  a  native,  and  claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  land 
whereon  we  camped.  There  seemed  to  be  a  misunder. 
standing  m  regard  to  who  owned  this  land.  Williams 
claimed  it ;  and  Rugg,  the  one-armed  mariner  who 
acted  as  captain  and  crew  of  the  sailboat,  whose  home 
port  was  a  stake  in  front  of  our  camp,  claimed  to  be 
the  administrator  de  bonis  non  with  the  will  annexed 
of  a  lady  now  defunct,  who  had  (while  in  the  flesh) 
been  the  partner  of  Williams's  joys  and  sorrows ;  the 
departed  having  been,  according  to  Rugg,  the  bearer  of 
the  last-named  portion  of  the  partnership  property 
Rugg  claimed  that  the  lady  had  owned  the  land. 
Williams,  I  presume,  based  his  claim  on  the  fact  that 
he  had  owned  the  lady.  I  do  not  know  how  it  will 
ever  be  settled.  But  inasmuch  as  Rugg  wanted  us  to 
pay  two  dollars  for  the  privilege  of  camping  on  the 
property,  and  Williams  said  we  might  stay  there  as 
long  as  we  wanted  to  without  money  and  without 
price,  we  decided  that  Williams  was  the  owner  in  fee 
simple  and  treated  with  him  (and  to  him)  on  that 
basis.  We  pacified  Rugg  for  the  time  being  by  givino- 
him  sundry  large  fishes,  which  he  carried  away  to  hil 
shack  down  the  shore.    He  struck  me  for  two  dollars 

the  day  we  left,  and  I  turned  him  over  to  J.  L^  

When  we  made  up  our  expense  account,  I  did  not 
notice  an  item  that  led  me  to  think  the  latter  had  paid 
the  sum  demanded. 

Williams  entertained  us  with  stories  of  myriads  of 
large  fishes  that  had  been  caught  around  the  island 
Anything  that  had  tipped  the  beam  at  less  than  351b 
or  401b.  was  not  worth  speaking  of  in  his  estimation. 
He  could  tell  the  name,  occupation,  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  the  fisherman  ;  give  his  height,  weight,  colour 
of  hair  and  eyes ;  state  with  exactness  the  dates  on 
which  the  fishes  had  been  taken  and  all  the  attendant 
circumstances.  I  could  not  fail  to  note,  however  that 
Williams  never  was  the  man  behind  the  rod  on  any  oi 
these  occasions.  When  I  pinned  him  down  close,  he 
would  not  even  confess  to  having  ever  seen  any  of  the 
fishes  after  they  were  caught.  It  was  my  first  ex- 
perience with  the  kind  of  a  disposition  that  leads  a 
man  to  smg  the  piscatorial  triumphs  of  other  men  ex- 
clusively, and  I  studied  Williams  considerably.  Why 
did  not  he  catch  some  of  these  fishes  ?  It  could  not 
be  possible  that  his  failure  to  do  so  was  the  outward 
and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  overwhelming  lazi- 
ness. When  a  man  gets  too  lazy  to  fish,  life  must  be 
a  weary  grind  indeed.  The  only  reason  I  could 
assign  for  it  was  that  he  might  have  feared  we  would 
talk  to  Rudd  about  it,  and  his  sensitive  nature  shrank 
from  the  thought  of  what  Rudd  might  say.  We  saw 
much  of  Williams  during  the  two  weeks  that  we 
occupied  his  estate,  but  I  never  quite  succeeded  in 
getting  him  figured  out.  He  impressed  us  as  a 
mystery  in  the  beginning,  and  when  we  sailed  away 
and  left  him  standing  on  the  shore  of  the  island  he 
was  still  a  strange  and  painful  mystery. 

While  speaking  of  the  natives  I  do  not  wish  to  for- 
get the  "  French  family."  I  cannot  remember  the 
name.  If  I  did  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  I  could 
spell  it„  much  less  pronounce  it.  Their  principal 
claim  to  our  affections  lay  in  a  certain  wild-looking 
"  cow  with  a  crumpled  horn."  We  had  four  small 
girls  in  camp,  ranging  in  age  from  twelve  years  down- 
wards, and  when  that  cow  made  her  appearance  we 
tracked  her  to  her  lair. 

A  well  -  organised  and  properly  -  developed  family 
usually  consists  of  one  father,  one  mother,  and  chil- 
dren more  or  less.  At  least  I  have  always  understood 
It  that  way.  I  presume  the  "French  family,"  as  we 
came  to  call  them,  was  organised  along  the  usual 
lines.  We  took  the  father  and  mother  for  granted. 
The  children  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  in  any 
manner— they  took  us  !  We  were  discovered  at  about 
the  same  time  the  cow  was.  They  hovered  on  the 
outskirts  of  camp  during  the  day,  and  at  night  when 
the  bringing  of  the  milk  furnished  an  excuse  they 
would  swoop  down  on  us  in  force.  They  reminded 
me  of  a  pack  of  Indians,  dodging  among  the  trees  all 
day,  and  only  waiting  for  nightfall  to  make  a  furious 
onslaught.— ^wencoji  Field. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
•  Thames. — Gbjteral  Remabks. — The  Thames  is  in 
-  capital  order  for  trouting,  the  water  being  the  right 
colour,  and  there  is  a  very  good  stream.  At  Windsor 
the  new  weir,  which  is  an  excellent  one,  is  now  com- 
pleted and  already  two  trout  have  been  caught  there. 
Lumsden,  at  Datchet,  has  had  a  brace  of  trout,  the 
largest  scaling  4 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Gomm  has  had  another 
trout  of  71b.  in  the  Eddy  (or  oS  the  edge  of  it,  to  be 
correct),  just  below  Old  Windsor  Loch  on  the  towpath 
side.  Although  Monday  was  a  beautiful  daj',  no  trout 
were  seen  on  the  move  in  the  Wraysbury  reach  nor  in 
the  old  river,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  fish  being 
caught  this  week  at  Hampton  Court  or  Sunbury.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association 
will  be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  313,  Strand,  on 
May  18,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  subscribers  will 
attend. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Chertsey). — With  regard  to  trout,  up  to  the 

present,  Mr.  Bert  Gomm  holds  the  record  for  this 
district  with  a  5Jlb.  fish,  and  has  also  taken  several 
smaller  ones.  'M^.  Clapp  is  nest  with  a  4Jlb.  fish. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Chertsey,  has  taken  a  41b.,  a  31b.  lOoz., 
and  a  2Jlb.  fish.  The  trout  of  31b.  lOoz.  was  captured 
bv  Mr.  Wilson  while  fishing  for  bleak  with  a  No.  16 
hook  and  tight  line. — J.  V.  Eyre. 

  (Eton). — The  water  is  in  grand  order,  but 

the  cold  winds  are  against  much  success  being  met 
with  amongst  the  trout  up  to  the  present  time.  I 
have  seen  several  good  fish  close  here  when  the  sun 
has  been  out  warm  for  a  short  period.  —  Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

  (Leclilade,  etc.) — The  river  hereabouts  has 

been  in  good  order  for  trouting,  and  a  few  rods  have 
been  out.  One  section  of  the  Thames  and  Severn 
Canal,  which  I  recently  crossed,  looked  in  capital 
order,  but  others,  I  am  told,  are  absolutely  dry. — The 
Rambleb. 

Barle  (Simonsbatli). — The  bright  sun  during  the 
pist  week  afiected  the  fishing  somewhat,  but  never- 
theless some  good  baskets  were  taken — twenty  and 
over.  Now,  ynth  this  dull  weather,  next  week  should 
be  very  good. — March  Brown. 

Coin,  Iieach, .  Windmsli  (Hast  Oloncester- 
sh.ire). — These  trout  streams  have  been  in  nice  order, 
but  the  weather  up  to  Monday  was  against  successful 
fishing.  Drs.  Good  and  Hooker  have  been  out  on  the 
Bull  Hotel  Waters  with  sport,  so  also  have  Messrs.  T. 
Brown,  Doming,  Milward,  and  others.  March  Brown 
and  Pale-winged  Olive  Duns  have  been  on  the  water. 
May  Ply  larva  is  in  a  forward  state,  and  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine  and  warm  we  may  expect  the 
Green  Drake  to  be  well  on  about  Whitsimtide.  Mr. 
Virtue  has  been  having  good ,  sport  on  the  Bibury 
Court  Waters. — Pan. 

Conway  River. — There  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  Conway  Vale  fisheries  this  season.  A  very  nice 
basket  was  taken  by  an  Anglesey  gentleman  on  April 
26  weighing  71b.,  averaging  Jib.  At  Crafnaut  Lake 
several  nice  trout  have  been  taken  by  Messrs.  R.  B. 
Moulsdale  and  B.  Bickers.  The  former  gentleman 
captured  a  4Jlb.  brown  trout  among  others,  averaging 
fib.  The  streams  yield  good  baskets,  and  local  anglers 
are  predicting  very  good  sport  this  season.  The  pre- 
dominant flies  are  the  Peacock  Dun  and  the  Welsh 
March  Brown  locally  dressed. — R.  G.  Owen. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  few  showers  that  have 
fallen,  welcome  as  they  have  been,  have  not  affected 
the  rivers,  which  are  still  in  capital  size  and  colour. 
Trout  have  sported  fairly  well  to  the  fly,  and  on  every 
stream  some  fair  baskets  have  been  made.  On  the 
higher  Tuney,  right  away  to  its  source  at  Davidstowe, 
Mr.  Greenwood  has  been  getting  capital  catches  ;  and 
lower,  Mr.  Dymond  and  Mr.  Blight,  in  the  Basil 
waters,  have  had  some  very  good  fish.  The  Tamar  is 
still  high,  but  the  Camel  and  Fowey  are  in  very  good 
size.  No  peal  have  been  taken  yet  in  either  of  these 
rivers. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Famingham  District). — Weather  and 
water  have  been  decidedly  favourable  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  occasional  rises  are  visible  on  various 
parts  of  the  river ;  but  it  seems  only  too  probable  that 
the  poachers  have  been  even  more  active  than  usual 
this  winter,  for  fish  are  certainly  few  and  far  between. 
Most  of  those  which  I  have  seen  rise  have  been  qxiite 
small — survivors  of  the  6-in.  fish  which  I  put  in  last 
season.  All  those  I  hooked  have  been  small,  excepting 
two  or  three.  The  fly  preferred  is  the  little  Ginger 
Quill,  dry.  Wet  fly  fishing  has  been  of  very  little  use, 
though  the  water  has  been  well  suited  to  it,  and  even 
now  remains  in  good  volume.  Pollution  is  showing 
again  in  the  lower  part  of  stream. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Sport  is  still  very 
quiet,  and  comparatively  few  rods  have  been  out.  On 
Monday  at  the  Weir  Fishery,  included  in  a  haul  of 
eight  salmon  and  some  traSt,  was  a  fine  salmon  of 
281b.,  the  biggest  fish  for  the  season.   Last  week  little 


was  done.  On  Thursday  Mr.  E.  Distin  killed  a  few 
brace,  and  Messrs.  H.  Full  and  K.  .^ckroU  have  had 
small  lots  by  evening  fishing.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had 
some  decent  sport  on  the  Harbourne,  killing  eighteen 
nice  fish,  including  a  couple  of  pounders.  On  Monday 
Messrs.  Full  and  Ackrell  had  a  few,  and  Mr.  Soper 
creeled  thirteen.  The  best  flies  are  Blue  Upright, 
Pheasant's  Tail,  and  Half  Stone. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  streams  are 
now  in  good  fishing  trim.  Baskets,  however,  are  by 
no  means  large ;  catches  being,  as  a  rule,  of  a  few 
brace  only.  Fish  rise  prettj'  freely,  but  do  not  take 
well.  The  catches  on  the  streams  around  the  southern 
border  fall  somewhat  below  last  year's  average,  the 
Red  Palmer  and  Blue  Upright  showing  up  best  among 
a  varietj'of  flies  tried.  Creels  do  not  exceed  a 'dozen, 
and  are  more  often  less  than  half — this,  too,  with  the 
water  and  other  conditions  favourable.  Some  salmon 
are  being  killed  in  the  Teign,  but  not  with  rod  and 
line. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Some  few  takes  have 
been  made,  with  the  March  Brown  principally,  of  late. 
Captain  Milner  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Cooper  got  two  nice 
fishes  with  above  fly  on  Fridav  (April  26)  and  Satur- 
day (April  27)  on  Don  Dah  length.— D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Brilliant  weather,  with  frosty 
nights  and  a  low,  clear  water,  have  almost  revived 
salmon  fishing  during  the  past  fortnight.  Plenty  of 
fish  are  rising  in  the  favourite  pools  and  streams,  but 
no  lure  will  tempt  them  to  take.  Those  lucky  enough 
to  be  on  the  water  during  the  last  hour  before  dark 
have  got  an  odd  fish  now  and  then.  Mr.  Mason  Scott 
has  had  two  (151b.,  191b.)  in  the  Armathwick  Castle 
water ;  Mr.  Bramwell  one  (161b.)  at  Syke  Foot ;  Mr. 
P.  Sandeman  one  in  the  Low  House  water ;  and  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper  three  good  fish  (201b.,  211b.,  151b.). 
Trout  are  now  taking  the  creeper  fairly  well.  Mr. 
Hugh  Stakr,  of  Pretoria,  has  had  two  good  baskets ; 
and  Mr.  Alfred  Sutton  got  a  score  of  nice  trout  at 
Holme  Wrangle.  Trout  are  now  getting  into  good 
condition. — Silver-Geey. 

Hak  (Whitby). — Several  anglers  have  continued  to 
ply  the  rod  on  this  river  during  the  past  few  days,  but 
according  to  reports  received,  only  moderate  sport  has 
been  experienced.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  moderate 
condition  of  the  water ;  a  good  spate  would  materially 
improve  matters.  Sea  angling  is  just  now  productive 
of  some  good  sport,  one  enthusiast  fishing  from  the 
quay  on  Tuesday  last  securing  a  remunerative  basket 
of  small  fry,  the  bottom  line,  with  mussel  bait,  being 
used  efiectively. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.) — 
Trout  fishing  makes  but  very  poor  progress  in  this 
district.  The  summery  weather  passed  away  last 
week,  and  temperature  fell  almost  to  freezing  point  as 
a  minimum.  Anglers  who  wanted  to  catch  fish  had  to 
resort  to  the  plan  of  swimming  the  worm  or  grub.  We 
hear  that  this  plan,  where  allowable,  was  responsible 
for  a  few  brace  of  good  fish.  The  only  flies  about  are 
principally  land  flies. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — There  is  not  much 
doing  with  the  trout  in  this  district.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  preserved  portions  but  no  great 
success  has  attended  their  efiorts.  Land  flies  appear 
pretty  freely  with  the  budding  vegetation  of  the  wood- 
lands, but  only  a  jew  aquatic  flies  are  rising.  It  is  a 
queer  state  of  things  to  have  to  make  this  record  at 
the  commencement  of  May. — L. 

Lake  'Vyriiwy  (North  Wales). — After  a  long 
stretch  of  boisterous  weather,  which  has  interfered 
a  good  deal  with  the  fishing,  good  conditions  have  at 
last  prevailed,  and  sport  has  improved  as  well.  Very 
fair  baskets  are  being  made  every  day,  but  no  really 
easy  catches  have  yet  been  made.  The  "black  gnat  " 
came  on  in  swarms  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
and  the  fish  have  fed  well  and  are  now  in  tip-top  con- 
dition. The  gnat  is  still  on  the  water,  but  is  not 
so  thick  as  it  was  a  week  ago.  The  most  killing  fly  at 
present  is  the  Claret  and  Grouse.  If  the  present 
favourable  conditions  of  weather  continue,  some  very 
easy  catches  have  yet  been  made.  Mr.  D.  W.  Pine's 
and  Mr.  Malpass's  bags  of  one  hundred  fish  each 
during  March  were  not  beaten  in  April,  but  there  are 
three  anglers  here  who  have  laid  themselves  out  to 
top  the  record  if  they  can. — Longdrift. 

Iiea. — Wednesday  witnessed  the  opening  of  another 
trout-fishing  season,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  very 
fair.  The  river  has  been  nicely  flushed,  but  warm 
rains  would  do  it  no  harm  now.  Anglers  were  early 
astir  on  "  the  First,"  but  up  to  the  present,  Thursday, 
no  details  as  to  sport  are  to  hand.  Next  week  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  record  some  captures.  The  Beane  and 
Munram  are  now  open  for  trout-fishing,  but  these 
rivers  are  private.  The  New  River,  which  is  also 
private  fishing,  has  been  yielding  some  trout  between 
Broxbourne  and  Ware.  With  some  fine,  sunny  weather 
the  roach  should  soon  be  in  the  weeds  spawning. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland),— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order.  Trout,  though  rising  better 
than  they  did,  are  ,not  sporting  freely,  the  weather 
conditions  not  being  all  that  could  be  desired,  bright 
days  with  easterly  winds  and  cold  nights.    On  Satur- 


day last  we  had  storms  of  rain,  hail,  sleet,  snow,  and 
wind.  Flies  are  none  too  numerous,  although  a  variety 
are  on  —  namely,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Silver 
Blue,  Mulberry  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy 
Brown,  Stone,  Spider,  Graham,  and  Cow  Dung  Flies. 
The  March  Brown  so  far  has  not  accounted  for  many 
trout,  most  having  been  taken  with  Blue  Dun  and  Red 
Palmer. — R.  T.  Williams. 

jMUgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  arc  now  running  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and  in 
capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The 
weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  rough,  but  it  has 
now  turned  beautiful  and  fine,  and  the  trout  are 
beginning  to  rise  well  in  both  streams.  Natural  flies 
are  coming  on  quickly,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  being  had  in  both  streams.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good  order,  and 
nice  fish  caught  in  it. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time  of 
reporting,  Wednesday,  May  1,  the  river  is  very  clear 
and  low,  but  in  perfect  order  for  fly-fishing.  The 
heavj'  glut  of  the  spring  feeding  is  now  over,  and 
though  the  trout  are  still  taking  the  fly,  they  do  so 
more  capriciously  than  was  the  case  three  or  four 
weeks  ago.  The  time  of  the  take  is  between  ten  and 
two  p.m.,  and  small  floating  flies — the  Blue  and  Red 
Quills,  Olive  Dun,  and  Hare's  Flax — are  good  lures. 
Eight  nice  fish,  averaging  Jib.  each,  were  taken  on  the 
RoUe  water  last  Saturday,  April  27,  by  one  rod,  and 
another  took  nine  fish  at  Tipton  on  April  29.  A 
good  trout  of  IJlb.  fell  to  a  lady's  rod  on  the  RdIIc 
water  a  few  days  ago. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Water  is  running  down  the  rivers  and 
is  more  fishable ;  peel  are  up,  and  several  of  them ; 
nice  trout  of  some  lib.  and  21b.  have  been  taken, 
and  some  fair  baskets  of  smaller  ones.  I  have  not  yet 
heard  of  any  fresh  run  peel  being  taken ;  some  were 
taken  last  year  before  this  time. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  "Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  was  a  recurrence  of  the  wintry  weather 
at  the  close  of  last  week,  when  heavy  and  frequent 
showers  of  cold  rain  and  sleet  passed  over  this 
neighbourhood,  accompanied  by  chilly  north-west  and 
occasionally  east  wind,  so  that  angling  was  not  only 
unpleasant  but  most  unprofitable  also,  as  not  a  fly 
could  be  seen  on  the  water  or  a  fish  be  induced  to  rise 
at  the  artificial  substitutes,  and  the  few  fish  that  were 
taken  in  the  Severn  or  Vyrnwy  fell  a  prey  to  other 
kinds  of  lures.  Sport  has  also  been  most  indifierent  in 
the  Tanat  and  Cain,  and  not  one  decent  take  has  yet 
been  recorded  from  either  stream  up  to  the  present, 
and  it  is  generally  remarked  that  trout  are  much  more 
plentiful  in  the  smaller  tributaries  than  in  the  larger 
streams. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
Summerlike  days  have  been  experienced,  j'et  the  early 
mornings  were  cold,  with  white  frost.  May  1  was  an 
ideal  day,  and  many  anglers  were  out.  Streams  and 
rivers  are  now  on  the  bright  side.  There  is  scarcely 
any  fly  on  the  water,  and  trout  are  at  the  bottom, 
worm  and  minnow  accounting  for  the  few  taken.  A 
day  on  one  of  the  Ouse  tributaries  in  the  Fletching 
district,  worming  with  brandling  on  Stewart's  tackle, 
resulted  in  three-and-a-half  brace  of  trout,  heaviest 
9oz.,  and  fourteen  perch  ;  every  pool  seemed  to  hold  a 
multiplicity  of  perch.  Sport  on  the  western  streams 
has  been  poor.  Some  of  the  best  water  opened  on 
May  1,.  but  as  fly  fishing  only  is  allowed  prospects 
were  not  encouraging,  and  a  blank  day  the  result  in 
most  cases.  —  Harbour  fishermen  are  taking  a  few 
smelt,  but  the  cold  mornings  have  kept  back  the  fish. 
The  best  record  was  twenty-seven,  all  taken  with  rag- 
worm. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire). — The 
river  is  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  several  baskets 
of  trout  were  taken  near  here  on  Saturday  last,  April 
27.— H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — I  have  seen  a  few  fresh  run 

fish  during  the  week,  but  the  waters,  although  in  good 
fettle,  would  be  improved  with  a  fall  of  rain.  I  have 
also  seen  some  dozens  of  good  trout  taken  in  the 
various  rivers.  Flies  for  trout :  Hare's  Flax,  Palmer, 
Blue  Upright,  Silver  Blue,  and  March  Brown.— Rcsty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  running  clear  and 
a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  At  the  end 
of  last  week  the  weather  turned  cold  again,  and  snow 
and  hail  fell  but  soon  cleared  away,  and  it  is  now 
beautiful  and  fine  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out.  The  trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and 
more  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  March 
Brown,  Blue  Dim,  February  Red,  Stone  Fly,  Iron 
Blue,  Cowdung,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  and  Hare's  Ear. 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy  this  week  with  the 
worm,  and  good  trout  have  been  landed.  At  the  end 
of  last  week  a  good  lot  of  trout  were  taken  from  a  fish 
trap  close  to  the  town ;  there  were  quite  a  dozen  fish 
averaging  Jib.  each.  On  Monday,  April  29,  with  the 
March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun,  eight  trout  were  landed ; 
with  the  worm,  five  trout  and  four  eels  were  taken. 
On  Tuesday,  April  30,  fishing  near  Ludford,  a  nice, 
dish  of  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly.— T.  Ludlow. 
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Teme  (Tenbtiry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather,  although  changeable 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  is  now  in  every  way  suitable 
for  anglers  to  get  out.  The  sun  shining  brightly,  has 
brought  a  large  number  of  natural  flies  on  the  water, 
and  the  trout  are  now  beginning  to  move  well  at  them, 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  is  now  good. 
A  good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Cowdung,  and 
some  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  -  Wobcestkb. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridg'e).— Rivers 
are  now  in  very  fair  order  for  fly;  several  anglers 
during  the  last  couple  of  weeks  have  had  very  fair 
sport,  baskets  of  31b.  to  51b.  having  been  caught  with 
the  fly.  The  best  killing  flies  are  March  Brown, 
Light  and  Dark  Blue,  and  Quil  Gnat. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Aberg'avenuy,  Mon.)— Water  now  in  fair 
order,  but  I  have  few  catches  to  report,  except  that  of 
Mr.  T.  Grene,  of  Great  Hardwick,  who  on  Tuesday 
last  caught  two  salmon,  one  131b.,  the  other  a  fine  fish 
of  321b.,  measuring  from  nose  to  fork  of  tail  46  inches, 
girth  about  the  thickest  part  23  inches.  Both  fish 
were  in  capital  condition. — E.  J.  Delatield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Iiiucolnshire). — 
The  change  to  summer  weather,  which  I  noticed  last 
week,  was  not  of  long  duration.  After  April  22  the 
temperature  began  to  fall,  until  by  the  end  of  the 
week  we  had  a  recurrence  of  hail  and  cold  rains ; 
since  then  very  little  sport  has  been  had  either 
in  Mid  or  North  Lincolnshire.  Unlike  the  lead- 
ing trout  streams,  these  slow  running  waters  are 
not  favourable  for  trout  fishing  except  in  warm 
weather.  On  fine  days  seasonable  flies  might  be  tried 
with  advantage,  but  dock  grub  and  small  red  worm 
are  spoken  of  as  the  leading  bait. — Luci. 

Wye  (Herefordshire).— Owing  to  three  weeks' 
continuous  floods,  some  fish  were  enabled  to  elude  the 
numerous  nets  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wye,  and 
salmon  anglers  on  the  mid-reaches  have  had  some 
sport.  For  the  week  ending  April  27  the  following 
catches  are  reported:  On  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield's 
Holme  Lacy  fishery  the  Earl  had  one  salmon  of  181b. 
On  the  Townhope  section,  Mr.  Wells  Ridley,  two,  of 
191b.  and  271b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  two,  of  191b.  and 
211b  ;  Major  Willis,  one,  of  171b.,  all  caught  with  a  two- 
inch  Silver  Devon  minnow.  On  the  Hampton  Bishop 
fishery,  Mr.  Pickerill  had  three  of  similar  weights  and 
Mr.  Wheeler  one,  all  caught  with  the  prawn.  Previous 
to  the  floods  on  the  Holme  Lacy  fishery,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Lee  had  three,  the  largest  36^1b.,  caught  with  a  two 
and-a-half  inch  Silver  Devon. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  run  down  to  almost  summer  level,  and  what  few 
anglers  turned  out  have  returned  with  but  light 
creels,  as  a  north-east  wind  has  prevailed  on  most 
days,  so  that  fly-fishing  has  been  at  a  discount.  A  few 
nice  fish  have  been  taken,  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Dale 
has  again  obtained  three  very  nice  trout,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  21b.  in  weight.  Also  the  minnow  has  been 
answerable  for  several  trout.  Miss  Dorothy  Mason 
fishing  the  High  Tor  stream,  Matlock  Dale' 
secured  a  nice  trout  in  good  condition.  The  prospect 
IS  fairly  good,  as  the  rivers  are  getting  low,  and  with 
warmsr  weather  trout  ought  to  feed  better.  Useful 
flies— Yellow  Dun  of  April,  Olive  Dun,  Blue  Dun 
Red  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble.— Dotteel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire).— It's  far  from  typical  May  weather  yet  I 
To-day  is  cold  and  cheerless,  with  a  north-east  wind 
The  Yore  is  in  nice  trim  after  the  rains  of  Sunday  and 
Monday,  but  few  flies  hatch  out,  and  beyond  dishes  of 
half-a-dozen  or  eight  fish,  nothing  has  been  done 
between  Hawes  and  Masham,  but  at  Ripon,  Mr.  J. 
Gill,  Mr.  Daniels,  and  others  have  done  better,  and 
have  killed  some  nice  trout  with  early  Brown 
Snipe  Bloa  and  Blue  Hawk,  dressed  from  the  slate- 
blue  feather  of  a  merlin.  The  latter  bird  is  getting 
very  scarce,  and  I  therefore  consider  I  was  a  fortunate 
individual  to  pick  up  a  fine  specimen  that  had  come  in 
contact  with  a  telegraph  wire  the  other  day.  Matters 
have  been  quiet  in  the  Swale,  but  the  late  rains 
must  improve  sport  both  in  the  main  river  and  its 
tributary  streams.  Respecting  the  Wharfe,  Mr.  Carter 
Platts  says,  "After  the  recent  rains  the  Wharfe  is  in 
splendid  ply  for  fly-fishing  so  far  as  water  is  con- 
cerned. Unfortunately,  however,  the  scarcity  of  fly 
continues,  and  trout  only  rise  shyly  and  are  hard  to 
catch  I  caught  eight  this  afternoon  on  the  Hkley 
length,  nearry  all  on  the  "Copper,"  but  had  to  fish 
desperately  hard  for  them.  E.  Beanlands  got  nine  with 
worm  on  the  same  length  early  this  morning.  A  few 
other  rods  were  out,  but  I  don't  know  what  they  did— 
not  much,  I  think."    A  few  baskets  have  been  made 
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at  Kilnseyand  Grassington  with  Partridge  and  Orange, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Spanish  Needle,  and  Woodcock  and  Orange. 
Fair  sport  is  also  reported  at  Appletreewick,  Barden, 
and  Burnsall.  Day  tickets  are  issued  for  the  latter 
length  at  five  shillings  each  (artificial  fly  only),  and 
about  a  mile  of  water  can  be  fished  on  the  Appletree- 
wick side  by  visitors  making  the  New  Inn  their  head- 
quarters. The  most  killing  flies  in  the  Bolton  Woods, 
Ben  Rhydding  and  Hkley  districts  have  been  Carter 
Platts  "  Copper,"  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Blue  Hawk';  little 
has  been  doing  between  Otley  and  Poole,  below  there 
and  Tadcaster,  the  members  of  the  Leeds  Amalgama- 
tion and  others  have  had  fair  sport  amongst  the 
flounders.  "  I  have  a  note  this  morning  from  a  Harro- 
gate friend,  who  tells  me  that  even  the  best  hands  on 
the  Nidd  have  had  to  be  satisfied  with  two  or  three 
fish  at  an  outing."— John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers  Depot,  19,  New-station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rivers  are  in  fair 
angling  trim,  but  little  has  been  done  worth  recording. 
Sea  trout  are  showing  in  the  Esk,  but  few  takes  have 
been  made.  Y'^ellow  trout,  which  are  now  in  very  good 
condition,  are  yielding  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  both  in 
the  Esk  and  Liddle.  Several  average  baskets  have 
been  made  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  and  in  the 
lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Graham,  Canon- 
bury,  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  between  Penton 
and  the  Moat,  Linn,  while  a  few  good  specimens  have 
been  caught  in  the  Willow  Pool,  the  Cauldron,  and 
the  Long  Pool.  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Eskbank,  Canonbie, 
has  been  sweeping  the  Esk  between  Gilnockie  Bridge 
and  Cross  Keys  with  only  moderate  success,  while  Mr. 
Scott,  of  Canonbie,  has  been  equally  unfortunate. 
Better  sport  is  looked  forward  to  next  week. — Gil- 
nockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— With 
regard  to  sport  this  spring  season  almost  beats  the 
record  on  the  lower  and  mid-waters.  During  the  past 
week  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland  landed  eleven  salmon, 
ranging  up  to  141b.  On  Monday  this  week  he 
caught  a  9-pounder,  and  Mr.  Warner  one  of  8Jlb. 
Although  the  Amat  waters  are  high  up  Mr.  F.  T. 
Gervers  got  a  salmon  on  Monday  this  week.  The  sport 
by  anglers  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  on  Inver- 
charron  waters  since  last  reported  has  been  as  follows  : 
On  Wednesday  (April  24)  Mr.  Oakley  caught  two 
salmon  of  lOlb.and  9Jlb.  ;  Mrs.  Oakley  a  9-pounder ; 
and  Mr.  Warner,on  Braelangwell  water,  three  salmon, 
averaging  9^1b.  On  Thursday  (April  25)  Mrs.  Oakley 
caught  two  salmon,  weighing  71b.  and  81b. ;  and 
Captain  and  Mr.  Warner,  on  Braelangwell  water,  two, 
81b.  and  91b.  On  Friday  (April  26)  Mr.  Warner  got 
three,  of  61b.,  7Jlb.,  and  141b.  Saturday  last  was 
blank,  but  on  Monday  this  week  Mr.  Pratt  landed 
a  10-pounder  and  another  of  141b.  On  Tuesday 
Mrs.  Oakley  got  two  salmon,  71b.  and  81b.  Weather 
and  water  conditions  are  favourable,  and  prospects 
~ood.— B.  i- 

Dee  (Aberdeen).— Although  the  Dee  has  been  in 
spate  most  of  the  week,  yet  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  from  Banchory  up  to  Braemar.  On  the 
lower  waters,  however,  it  has  been  decidedly  poor  and 
few  fish  running.  On  the  Invercauld  water,  Braemar, 
Capt.  Anderson  had  one  of  61b.  On  the  lower  reach  of 
same  water.  Sir  Ralph  Hare,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Wyeley 
Birch  had  one  each  of  from  81b.  to  101b.,  and  several 
others  of  same  weights.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr. 
McCorquodale  landed  a  fish  of  lllb.,Mr.  Grace  one  of  91b., 
Mr.  Gilchrist  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Halshey  one  of  91b., 
while  Miss  Grace  creeled  one  of  81b.,  Mr.  Clarke  one 
of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Hassey  a  beauty  of  191b.  On  the 
Glentana  and  Dinnet  sections  sport  has  also  been 
fairly  rife,  several  fish  being  got  every  day  from  81b.  to 
101b.  on  an  average.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge  water, 
Mrs.  Pickering  creeled  two  of  81b.  and  B^lb.,  Mr. 
Villiers  one  of  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Nicoll  one  of  9Jlb.  On 
Dess,  Mr.  Baird  Thorniecroft  landed  four  of  61b.,  71b., 
101b.,  and  121b.,  Mr.  H.  Douglas  two  of  71b.  and  81b., 
Mr.  F.  Wheen  one  of  81b.,  Mr.  Albert  Farquhar  one 
of  81b.,  Miss  Nicoll  three  of  7^1b.,  SJlb.,  and  131b.,  and 
Stephen,  gillie,  one  of  81b.  On  Carlogie  water  Peter 
McRae  had  one  of  141b.  On  the  Borrowstone  water 
Mr.  Wykeham  landed  six  for  the  week,  scaling  from  61b. 
to  101b.,  while  on  the  Ballogie  and  Commonty  sections 
Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  and  Master  Eric  Fitzwilliam  creeled 
eighteen  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  201b.  ;  while  Mr. 
Brocklehurst  had  five  of  61b.,  81b.,  8^1b.,  221b.,  and 
241b.,  and  Mr.  Worthington  one  of  61b.  All  the  fish 
are  of  excellent  quality  and  good  April  weights.  On 
the  Crathes,  Durris,  and  Park  sections  an  occasional 
fish  is  being  got,  but  below  these  parts  sport  is 
practically  nil.  On  the  tidals,  Souter  and  some 
others  are  making  good  baskets  of  ifinnocks. 
On  the  Don  some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are  being 
made,  although  the  water  is  not  in  the  very  best  of 
condition,  being  too  much  flooded  with  snow  "  bree." 
On  the  Brux  section,  Mr.  Robb,  keeper,  creeled  two 
fine  fish  last  week,  scaling  81b.  and  101b.,  being  the 
first  of  the  season  in  these  very  early  parts.  Every 
day  the  season  is  improving  and  prospects  brighten- 
ing. On  the  coast  very  few  fish  are  being  got, 
but  there  are  plenty  in  the  river  in  the  upper  and  mid- 


reaches.  On  the  Deveron,  sport  is  very  good.  At 
Huntly,  on  the  Bogie,  some  very  fine  baskets  of 
trout  are  being  made.  On  Monday,  Mr.  MacKenzie 
had  one  of  61b.,  Mr.  W.  McKenzie  one  of  91b. :  and  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Hitchinman  one  of  81b.,  while  Dr.  Wilson 
had  one  of  7Jlb.  and  one  of  81b.  On  the  Nore  some 
splendid  sport  is  being  had  to  the  fly,  although  the 
heavier  baskets  are  to  the  worm. — G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banffshire),— This  river  has  been  in 
fair  fishing  condition  during  the  past  week,  and 
anglers  have  had  good  sport.  On  the  free  water  at 
Huntly  large  baskets  of  trout  have  been  obtained,  the 
best  weighing  151b.  to  181b.  On  the  private  water  at 
Avochie  two  gentlemen  had  a  basket  of  621b.  On  the 
Blairmore  section  on  April  30,  Mr.  Dobell,  Blairmore 
House,  had  a  salmon  of  101b.,  and  on  :the  Muiresk 
water  the  keeper,  Mr.  Castle,  had  a  fine  fish  of  191b. 
On  the  free  fishing  at  Banff,  the  lessee  of  the  salmon 
fishings  has  been  sweeping  that  part  of  the  river,  with 
the  result  that  trout  is  scarce,  and  anglers  who  were 
getting  fair  baskets  are  killing  very  few  fish.  The  net 
fishing  on  the  river  and  coast  has  yielded  fairly  well 
during  the  past  week.  The  total  yield  from  the  river 
and  sea  was  a  box  daily.  Some  of  the  salmon  weighed 
over  201b.,[and  trout  from  lib.  to  2ilb.  Although  the 
weather  has  been  favourable  for  the  last  few  weeks 
not  a  grilse  has  been  got  in  the  sea  or  river,  only  one 
having  been  caught  this  season. — H.W. 

Iiochness  (Foyers).  —  Fishing  on  Foyers  Hotel 
waters  on  April  22,  Mr.  Pile,  of  Sutton,  Surrey,  killed 
a  salmon  of  121b.  ;  on  April  24,  Mr.  McGregor,  of 
Dundee,  had  four,  101b.,  lO^lb.,  91b.,  and  7|ib.  ;  Mr. 
Pile  had  one  of  181b.  ;  on  April  25,  Mr.  Tilston  one  of 
111b.  ;  on  April  26,  Mr.  Pile  one  of  111b. ;  on  April  27, 
Mr.  McGregor  one  of  111b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Katrene  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Fish- 
ing from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  April  27,  Mr.  Donald 
Ferguson  had  a  basket  of  twenty-five  splendid  trout 
on  Loch  Chon  weighing  121b. — Donald  Febguson. 

laoch  Iioven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
bright  generally  during  the  past  week,  with  hard  north- 
easterly winds.     During  occasional  dulness  anglers 
have  had  capital  sport,  and  the  loch  continues  to  afford 
the  angler  satisfactory  results.    Nearly  all  the  baskets 
have  been  got  with  the  fly,  and  with  moist,  favourable 
weather  heavy  catches  are  almost  certain.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  catches  since  last  report :  Mr.  Dunlop, 
Bridge  of  Allan,  and  Mr.  Steel,  Perth,  thirty  trout, 
201b. ;  Colonel  Lambert  and  Mr.  Leather  (three  days), 
fifty-five  trout,  421b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  McDonald  and  Mr. 
Thomson,  Alloa,  twenty-six  trout,  151b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Porter,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  William- 
son, Kirkcaldy,  fourteen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Bladworth, 
Warminster  (two  days),  thirty-three  trout,  181b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Bennet  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Edinburgh,  twenty-eight 
trout,    201b.  ;    Mr.    Boreland,    twenty-two  trout, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Ogilvy,  fifteen  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Haig,  Blairhill,  fifteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Sloan,  Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  McKinlay, 
Lochgelly,  twenty-one  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Annandale, 
Tayport,  twenty  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox,  Cambus, 
fifteen  trout,  101b. ;  Dr.  Johnston  and  Dr.  Adamson, 
Corstoiphine,  fourteen  trout,  101b.    Angling  clubs  had 
sport  as  follows  : — The  Perth  Club,  with  nineteen  rods, 
captured  forty-two  trout,  301b.  6oz. ;  first  prize,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  six  trout,  51b.  8oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  T. 
Bannister,  six  trout,  51b.  3oz.    Ten  members  of  the 
Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club  captured  ninety-six  trout, 
681b. ;  first  prize,  Mr.  D.  Cameron,  eleven  trout,  111b. ; 
second,  Mr.  J.  Malcolm,  ten  trout,  101b.  14oz.  ;  third, 
Mr.  C.  Marchant,  fifteen  trout,  91b.  3oz.    Two  heavy 
trout  were  got  by  Mr.  D.  Cameron  (31b.  6oz.)  and  Mr. 
J.  Malcolm  (31b.  5oz.).    The  Uddingston  Waltonian 
Club  had  thirty-six  trout,  241b.  4oz.,  to  five  rods  ;  first 
prize,  Mr.  T.  D.  Kerr,  eight  trout,  71b.  4oz. ;  second, 
Mr.  J.  Nelson,  eleven  trout,  61b.  14oz. ;  heaviest  trout, 
Mr.  Kerr,  lib.  13oz.    The  Kelvinside  Academical  Club 
had  rather  poor  sport,  as  also  the  Glasgow  Bohemian 
Club,  which  were  out  in  most  unfavourable  weather. 
The  Isest  creel  of  the  two  clubs  contained  nine  trout, 
41b.  lOoz.,  and  the  heaviest  trout,  lib.  2|oz.    Owing  to 
the  season  being  late  in  opening  the  number  of  trout 
captured  in  April  was  995,  which  weighed  6831b.  4oz. 
This  is  a  decrease  of  216  trout  on  the  catch  of  April 
last  year,  and  is  the  smallest  for  three  years. — Robeet 
B.  Laing.  r 
Iioch  Ruthven. — On  April  22,  Professor  Annandale 
caught  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  91b. ;  on  April  23, 
ten  trout,  weighing  41b.,  in  three  hours ;   and  on 
April  24,  twenty-six  trout,  weighing  101b.     On  the 
last-named  date  Messrs.  Pinlayson  and  Gallon  caught 
twenty-five  trout,  and  Mr.  McFarlane  and  friend 
twenty-six  trout.    On  April  25,  Professor  Annandale 
caught  eleven  trout,  weighing  3Jlb.,  in  four  hours, 
and   Mr.  Fraser    thirteen   trout   weighing  61b.  — 
J.  Graham  &  Co. 

loch  Tay  (Killin),  N.B.— On  April  24,  Mrs. 
Lowsely-Williams  landed  a  salmon  of  151b. ;  on  April 
25,  Mr.  Percy  Hoole,  one,  171b.;  on  April  26,  Miss 
Stenhouse,  one,  161b. ;  on  April  29,  Mr.  Maling,  one, 
171b.— H.  J.  Maisey. 

Lyon,  Fortingall. — Mr.  H.  Goschen,  London, 
from  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon 
of  291b.,  on  April  26,  by  the  fly.— P.  B.  M'Phail. 
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Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Sport 
still  continues  good,  although  there  has  been  a  little 
falling  ofi.  During  the  past  v?eek  thirty-five  salmon 
■were  caught  with  the  rod,  as  compared  with  forty- 
three  in  the  previous  week.  On  22nd  ult.,  Mr.  Gill, 
Syre  Lodge,  landed  three  salmon  on  beat  No.  5 ; 
Colonel  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  a  15-pounder  on 
No.  3  ;  Dr.  Furner,  Syre  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  4  ;  Mr. 

E.  D.  Banbury,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one  of  19Jlb.  on 
No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on 
No.  2.  On  23rd,  Mr.  E.  D.  Banbury  got  two  salmon 
on  No.  2 ;  Mr.  Campbell,  two,  on  No.  3  ;  and  Dr. 
Turner,  one,  on  No.  5.  On  24th,  Mr.  E.  D.  Banbury 
got  two  on  No.  3 ;  and  Mr.  Campbell  one  on  No.  4. 
On  25th,  Mr.  Gill  had  six  salmon  to  his  own  rod 
(heaviest  171b.)  on  beat  No.  2 ;  Dr.  Furner,  three,  on 
No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Banbury,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one, 
on  No.  4.  On  26th,  Mr.  Gill  caught  one  on  No.  3  ;  Dr. 
Furner,  two,  on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  E.  D.  Banbury,  two, 
on  No.  5  ;  Dr.  Furner  had  one  on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  H.  E. 
Banbury,  one,  on  No.  5 ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  two,  on 
No.  5.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was 
excellent  and  prospects  fair. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland.  N.B.). — The  rod 
fishing  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  has 
been  exceptionally  good  throughout  the  season,  so  far 
as  it  has  gone.  Since  last  reported  the  following  has 
been  the  sport — namely,  on  April  17,  Miss  Evans  caught 
one  of  81b.,  and  Mrs.  Jackson  one  of  131b.  On  the  18th, 
Mr.  Johnson  landed  three  of  161b.,  71b.,  and  171b.,  and 
on  the  19th  two  of  91b.  and  111b.  On  the  20th,  Mr. 
Evans  got  one  of  71b.,  and  on  the  22nd  one  of  61b. 
On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Evans  ihad  one  of  111b.,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  one  of  101b.  On  the  25th,  Miss  L.  Evans  had 
one  of  141b.,  Miss  F.  Evans  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  two,  of  201b.  and  101b.  On  the  26th,  Mr. 
Evans  landed  three  of  141b.,  181b.,  and  151b.,  and  Miss 

F.  Evans  one  of  121b.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Evans  got  one 
of  131b.  Up  till  last  Wednesday  the  weather  has 
been  bright  and  hot,  so  that  the  river  is  now  getting 
low.— B. 

South  Scotland. — The    border    rivers  are 

exceedingly  low  and  clear  this  week,  and  sport  has 
declined  considerably  since  last  report  on  all  the  rivers 
of  the  district.  Sea-trout  appear  to  be  running  in 
small  numbers  from  the  Firth.  It  wants  a  spate  to 
cause  a  good  head  of  trout  to  ascend  the  streams.  The 
best  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  not  exceeded  half  a 
dozen  in  the  lower  Annan,  though  a  dozen  and  a  half 
are  being  caught  with  the  clear  water-worm  in  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  same  river.  On  Monday  (April 
22)  anglers  were  interested  in  seeing  a  large  brown 
trout  of  apparently  71b.  or  81b.  seizing  a  large  eel  in 
the  pool  above  the  town  bridge  at  Annan.  Two 
salmon  were  noticed  in  the  Battery  pool  on  Wednes- 
day morning  (April  24).  In  the  Mid-Nithside  waters 
Mr.  Hoggan,  a  visitor  from  Liverpool,  was  reported  as 
having  landed  two  sea  trout  with  fly,  in  the  stretch 
below  Thornhill  on  Monday.  In  the  tributaries  of  the 
Nith  not  much  has  been  done  this  week.  The  Cairn 
and  Cluden  are  too  low  and  clear  for  much  sport 
and  the  nights  have  been  too  cold  for  trout  rising 
to  the  fly.  In  the  Galloway  district  the  spring 
salmon-fishing  on  the  Cree  is  now  at  a  standstill,  and 
trout-fishing  has  also  been  poor.  The  Ayrshire  lochs 
are  in  good  order,  but  trout  are  not  rising  freely  with 
the  east  wind.  A  fair  number  of  sea  trout  are  being 
caught  in  the  Solway  nets  near  Annan,  and  a  number 
of  the  local  fishermen  have  caught  spring  salmon  this 
week. — Heather  Beld. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  the  amount  of 
melted  snow  coming  ofi  the  hills,  anglers  were  not  so 
successful  last  week,  but  as  the  hills  are  now  pretty 
clear,  prospects  are  brightening.  From  the  Pitcroy 
Lodge  water  on  Friday  (April  26),  Mr.  0.  M.  P.  Bum 
landed  a  grilse  of  61b.,  the  first  heard  of  in  that 
district  this  season.   On  Tuesday  (April  23),  on  the 
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Wester  Elchies  water.  Major  Chaplain,  Craigellachie, 
killed  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and  on  April  25,  another  of 
81b.  One  of  81b.  was  taken  from  the  Laggan  water  by 
Mr.  G.  Sharp,  fisherman. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  here  are  now  very  low  and  clear,  and 
angling  of  any  sort  is  not  of  much  account.  On  the 
Bingham  water,  on  April  27,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  had 
three  salmon,  and  on  the  same  date  one  on  the  Floors 
upper  water.  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  on  April  30  had  one  of 
81b.  and  a  nice  dish  of  trout  of  81b.,  Miss  Clarke,  on 
the  same  stretch,  having  61b.,  mostly  with  March 
Brovm  and  the  Greenwell.  On  the  Tweed  last  week 
Mr.  Marris  and  Mr.  Garside,  of  Worksop,  had  some 
good  takes  of  trout,  the  catches  varying  from  51b.  to 
121b.  On  April  30,  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond  had  61b.  While 
fishing  worm  the  same  gentleman  landed  a  trout 
of  21b.,  which  was  found  to  contain  a  trout  of  Jib. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  unfavourable  for  trouting.  Fishing  the 
Woodburn  Dams  on  Saturday,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  had 
two  trout,  31b.  On  Burren  Lake,  Mr.  Brice  Smith,  in 
two  days,  had  twenty-nine  trout  from  Jib.  to  |lb.,  and 
on  the  same  water,  which  belongs  to  the  Belfast 
Anglers'  Association,  two  city  anglers  on  Tuesday  had 
twenty-five  fish,  101b.,  the  killing  flies  being  March 
Brown,  Wickham,  and  ringed  up  Hare's  Ear.  On 
another  private  water,  Mr.  Willie  Hunter  had  half  a 
dozen  trout,  and  on  a  recent  date  Mr.  P.  Matthews  on 
Dundum  Dam  killed  six  trout,  71b  4oz. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  excellent  order, 
and  sport  good  on  all  fisheries.  On  Castletown  rock 
fishing,  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley  during  the  week  landed 
seven  salmon,  221b.,  191b.,  17Jlb.,  111b.,  101b.,  91b.,  81b. ; 
and  Mr.  Saml.  Haynes  on  same  fishery,  April  28,  three, 
261b.,  241b.,  ll|lb.  On  Fortgrady  fishery,  Mr.  W. 
Lehene  during  the  last  month  landed  twenty,  largest 
fish  301b.  On  Careysville,  MocoUoh,  Kilbarry,  and 
Kilmurray  fisheries  sport  has  been  good. — W.  Haynes 
&  Son. 

,  Boyne  (Navan  Section). — The  river  is  still  very 
few  and  sport  indifierent.  On  Upper  Black  Castle, 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  has,  during  past  week,  taken  nine  fish 
of  271b.,  181b.,  151b.,  141b.,  141b.,  llilb.,  111b.,  101b., 
and  101b.,  and  the  fisherman  three  of  291b.,  271b.,  and 
91b.  On  Lower  Black  Castle  the  fisherman  had  one  of 
111b. ;  and  four  or  five  fish  have  been  taken  in  Ardmul- 
chan,  Stackallen,  and  Slane  Castle.  The  summary  for 
the  season  now  ended,  is,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  as 
follows  : — Black  Castle  Upper  Water,  one  hundred  and 
one,  weight  16771b. ;  Black  Castle  Lower  Water, 
twelve,  weight  about  1951b.  ;  Stackallen,  twenty, 
weight  about  3401b. ;  Ardmulchan,  eighteen,  weight 
about  2901b. ;  Slane  Castle,  sixty,  weight  about  9501b. 
Excepting  on  Slane  Castle  it  has  not  been  an  average 
season. — ^Clabet  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — This  river  was  in 
good  fishing  ply  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  T.  Gilroy 
landing  four  salmon  weighing  from  81b.  to  13Jlb.  At 
time  of  writing  a  good  show  of  fish  is  in  the  river. — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Connemara. — The  Errig  River  is  now  open  to 
anglers,  but  has  not  yet  been  fished  this  season. 
Spring  fish  are  showing  in  the  bay,  and  a  good  run 
is  anticipated  with  a  flood.  Loughs  Fee  and  Muok 
fisheries  are  much  improved  this  year.  Major  Drury 
got  four  salmon  and  one  hundred  trout,  the  latter  up 
to  81b.  weight.  Deeslic  and  Dhulough  fisheries  are 
giving  fair  sport.  Shoals  of  mackerel  and  pollock  are 
just  showing  in  Killary  Bay.  Whiting  fishing  very 
good.— R.  H,  McKkown. 

Bast  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  and  Bal- 
linderry  are  running  down  and  are  very  clear.  Trout- 
ing is  very  poor,  and  most  of  the  fish  taken  in  the 
past  fortnight  was  in  the  evenings. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Captain 
John  Fyfe  Jamieson  caught  sixteen  fine  trout  on  the 
Erne  on  April  25,  largest  trout  weighing  4Jlb. ;  also 
one  trout,  on  April  26,  of  61b.,  and  on  April  30,  eleven 
fine  trout,  largest  weighing  4Jlb.  Captain  Jamieson 
has  made  much  the  best  catches  of  trout  on  the  Erne 
this  year  so  far.  Mr.  A.  J.  H.  Woods  and  Captain 
P.  Thompson  took  a  number  of  fine  trout  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week  also,  amongst  them  being  several 
trout  of  IJlb.  and  21b.  each.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Xee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  following  salmon 
have  been  landed  during  the  week  : — Commander  W. 
Steward,  R.N.,  one  71b. ;  Dr.  Williams  (Liverpool), 
seven,  7Jlb.,  7Jlb,  81b.,  81b.,  81b. ;  Mr.  Gorst  (Liver- 
pool), one  7|lb. ;  Colonel  Tristram,  two ;  Mrs. 
Allgood,  one  ;  R.  AUgood,  one ;  Captain  Warren,  one  ; 
Mr.  Jameson,  ten,  averaging  lllbs. ;  J.  Massy,  two, 
251bs.,  7Jlb3. :  J.  Bullen,  one  lOlbs. ;  Captain  Ward, 
five.  River  in  excellent  fishing  order.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 

The  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  sultry  since 
last  report,  and  sport  has  been  very  poor  as  a  conse- 
quence in  all  departments.  Three  salmon  were  had — 
namely,  one  of  111b.,  by  Mr.  Chambers;  one  of  8 Jib., 
by  Major  Cresswell;  and  one  of  lOJlb.,  by  Johnny 
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Brennan.  Sea  trout  gave  little  or  no  sport,  but  only 
a  few  of  the  latter  fish  have  arrived  so  far.  Brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  backward.  Rain  now  falling, 
and  prospects  are  improving  all  round. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Melvin. — Sport  generally  on  the  lake  with 
salmon  and  trout  was  fairly  good.  Although  the 
weather  was  very  unfavourable,  Mr.  Harold  Walker 
took  two  fine  salmon  of  141b.  and  Olb.  on  April  25 
and  April  27,  and  Mr.  Smith  took  two  fresh-run 
salmon  of  9|lb.  and  101b.  on  April  27  and  April  30, 
and  Mr.  T.  A.  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  April  25. 
Mr.  J.  Farrell  took  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  April  27, 
and  Mr.  P.  Hearne  one  salmon  of  111b.  on  April  29. 
Dr.  Whiteford  landed  a  beautiful  brown  trout  of  91b., 
and  a  fine  basket  of  trout  of  fourteen  fish  on  April  30. 
Captain  Jamieson  and  Captain  Rouse  were  amongst  the 
best  trout  anglers  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week, 
and  secured  some  good  baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown 
trout.  Mr.  W.  Neely  in  three  days  caught  sixty-one 
trout ;  largest  catch  in  one  day  thirty-eight  trout, 
weighing  15 Jib.  Sport  is  good  on  the  lake  this  week, 
and  some  good  catches  are  being  made. — M.  Rogan 
&  Sons. 

Iiough  Neagh. — Pollen  fishing  has  been  very  good 
lately,  and  there  is  an  improvement  in  trout  netting 
since  last  report.  The  tributaries  of  the  Lough  are 
running  low,  and  scarcely  any  trouting  has  been  done 
for  the  past  ten  days  on  the  Glenovy,  Crumlen,  etc. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moume  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — Owing 
to  the  bright  weather  and  easterly  winds,  trouting  is 
practically  at  a  standstill  on  the  Mourne,  and  the  fish 
do  not  rise  freely  in  the  evenings. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Water  in  good 
order,  with  north  winds  and  warm,  weather ;  lots  of 
fish  on  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  owing  to  the  bright 
sunshine.  Mr.  Scroope  got  two  spring  fish  on  the  lake 
on  April  28,  and  hooked  one.  The  trout  fishing  is 
fairly  good.  Mr.  Timlin  rose  a  few  fish  on  the  river 
on  April  28.  On  the  whole  the  fishing  looks  a  bit 
better. — John  Cevebs. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  now  in  good  order  and 
well  stocked  with  trout  and  salmon.  Mr.  Mossopp, 
two  salmon,  111b.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  H.  Scroope,  two 
salmon,  131b.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  G.  Flynn,  one  salmon, 
81b. ;  Mr.  C.  Dorsett,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  111b. ; 
Mr.  Hicks,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  W.  McNuUy,  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  111b. ;  Dr.  G.  Laing,  one  salmon, 
131b, ;  Mr.  Beaty,  one  salmon,  111b.  Trout  anglers 
are  getting  half  to  a  dozen  daily,  averaging  lib. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg   (Killaloe)— The 

weather  this  week  has  been  just  lovely.  Mr.  R.  Buck- 
worth  killed,  on  Saturday,  a  springer  of  15Jlb.,  and  on 
Monday  he  landed  one  of  131b.  Major  Mott,  who 
arrived  from  London  on  Friday,  got,  on  Saturday,  a 
plump  fish  of  181b  ,  and  on  Monday  one  of  101b.  The 
evening  trouting  is  just  beginning.  On  Monday  after- 
noon T.  and  J.  Grimes,  fishing  my  water  for  Mr.  R. 
Buckworth,  killed,  in  a  couple  of  hours,  twelve  very 
nice  trout.  Congratulations  to  Master  Theo.  Buck- 
worth  on  the  grand  sport  he  has  had  during  his  three 
weeks'  visit  to  Killaloe.  Young  as  he  is  he  has 
accounted  for  many  scores  of  fine  trout  and  perch 
under  the  weir  wall.  The  Green  Drake  is  expected  to 
put  in  an  appearance  about  May  12  to  15.  Lake 
fishers  get  ready. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon  231b.  On  Prospect 
Miss  Townshend  killed  one  salmon  261b. ;  on  the 
same  water  Col.  Townshend  killed  one  salmon  81b. 
On  Newgarden  Miss  Townshend  killed  one  salmon 
lljlb.,  and  Col.  Townshend  two  salmon  8Jlb.  and  121b. 
On  Hermitage  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  one  salmon 
24Jlb.  On  Landscape  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon 
27|lb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  H.  Bawlinson  killed 
two  salmon,  131b.  and  181b. — John  Enbight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux.— April  27.— Up  to  April  24  there  was  a 
rim  of  fine,  calm  weather,  and  though  the  streams  are 
still  tinged  with  the  milky  green  of  snow-juice,  the 
supply  from  the  magnificent  ranges  arovmd  is  evidently 
decreasing.  Then  came  electrical  symptoms,  thick 
showers,  and  a  little  thunder ;  still,  many  anglers  tried 
for  luck  with  varying  success.  The  principal  catches 
have  been  from  twos  to  fives  of  fish  ranging  from  a 
half  to  over  two  or  near  three  pounds.  I  lost  a  nice 
one  of  the  larger  size  after  ten  minutes'  good  play, 
varied  by  entanglements  in  the  deep  banks,  using 
natural  dead  bait  with  Allport's  new  "  perfect  hooks," 
but  the  hold  broke  just  as  he  became  almost  fit  to 
land.    The  most  exciting  capture  has  certainly  been 

that  of  Mr.  R  's  landing-net  on  the  banks  of  the 

Vaudois  by  a  gendarme  of  the  Aigle  district  stimulated 
by  "  excess  of  zeal,"  or  perhaps  by  the  share  of"  the 
fines  which  go  by  law  to  the  informer.  So  far  as  the 
absurdity  has  gone  (and  the  matter  is  not  done  with 
yet),  the  gentleman  has  been  fined  five  francs  because 
the  mesh  of  his  landing-net  was  not  the  same  as  that 
of  the  long  drift  or  other  nets  used  in  the  lake  and  in 
the  Rhone  as  Engines  de  Piche,  while  Eponsettes 
(landing-nets)  are  not  ei^^ines  at  all,  but  accessories  for 
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use  subsequent  to  the  catching.  Leave  to  appeal 
within  ten  days  at  Lausanne  was  given  and  the  net 
was  restored.  Mr.  D.  Sandeman  has  been  generously 
active  in  endeavouring  to  have  the  evil  abuse  of  power 
rectihed  for  the  benefit  of  brother  anglers,  and  hopes 
for  success.  The  barometer  was  very  low  on  April  27 
and  a  cold  storm  after  midday  spoilt  the  sport  of 
many  while  it  lasted.  Though  the  season  is  very 
late  more  good  fish  than  usual  have  been  met  with 
in  the  neighbouring  waters.— Benwyan. 


May  4,  1901 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brig-Lton.— We  have  had  splendid  weather  here 
during  the  past  two  or  three  weeljs  and  calm  seas,  but 
very  little  done  by  boat  anglers  as  yet.  Lobster  pots 
are  now  being  set  and  taken  up  daily  over  the  rooks  at 
the  Kemptown  end,  and  prawns  are  returning  to  the 
rock  pools.  Innumerable  sea  birds  are  flying  past 
daily  up  Channel  on  the  approach  of  the  breedin^^ 
season. — H. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  settled  in  like 
summer,  and  the  spring  pollock  have  made  their 
appearance.  One  of  our  fishermen  had  a  nice  catch 
on  Tuesday,  April  23,  taking  sixteen  pollock,  some 
over  41b.  There  is  not  so  much  doing  on  the  piers, 
but  the  boats  seem  to  be  doing  pretty  well.  Very  few 
mackerel  have  as  yet  been  taken  by  whifiing ;  those 
that  have  been  brought  in  were  taken  in  the  drift  nets 
well  out  in  the  Channel.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for 
this  month  includes  sturgeon,  salmon,  peel,  trout, 
dory,  scad,  mackerel,  ray,  conger-eel,  bass,  sur  mullet' 
launce,  pollock,  hake,  smelt,  wrasses,  turbot,  brill' 
and  all  shell  fish.— W.  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.).  ' 

Ramsgate.— Fishing  has  been  very  poor  here  this 
week,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  heavy  east  and  north- 
east winds.  The  harbour-master  has,  at  least  for  the 
summer,  stopped  all  fishing  on  the  landing  stages  on 
the  east  pier,  otherwise  some  good  silver  eels  and 
smelts  should  have  been  taken  this  week.— Geey 

MULLETT. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Fine  sport  is  now  being 
had  m  the  bay  here  at  the  Ballinskelligs  and  Rinneen 
sides.  On  one  day  four  anglers  caught  twenty-seven 
pollock,  forty-three  mackerel,  and  twenty  various  near 
Horse  Island  on  the  ocean  side.  On  Saturday  last 
Messrs.  J.  King,  P.  J.  McCarthy,  and  J.  Connor  had 
twenty-five  pollock,  one  bass,  two  cod,  and  twenty- 
three  mackerel.  Bass  are  getting  numerous  about  the 
mouth  of  the  Inny. — T.  J.  D. 


May  6, 

Anglers'  Association:    Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Stepney  Brothers :  Distribution. 
May  7. 

Brunswick  Brothers ;  Dinner. 

Covent  Garden  :  Annual  dinner. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

South  Bermondsey :  Visit. 
May  8. 

Walton  &  Cotton :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Richmond :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
White  Hart :  Distribution  and  concert. 
Golden  Barbel ;  Annual  supper. 
May  9. 

West  London :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


May  13.- 
,  13.. 
,  13.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 

14.  - 

15.  - 

15.  - 

16.  - 
16.- 
16.- 
16.- 
16.- 

19.  - 

20.  - 

20.  - 

21.  - 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 

21.  - 

22.  - 
22.- 
22.- 

22.  - 

23.  - 
28.- 


-Amicable  Brothers :  Supper  and  distribution, 
-Blackfriars  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
—Clapham  Junction:  Annual  dinner. 
-Battersea  Friendly :  Annual  dinner. 
— Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Globe :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Golden  Barbel :  Visit. 

-Seymour  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Hounslow  &  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Royal  George  :  Supper. 
-Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Cobden :  Annual  dinner. 
-Harlesden :  Annual  dinner. 
-New  Albion :  Dinner. 
-Wenlock :  Distribution. 
-Good  Intent :  Sea  outing. 
-Jubilee:  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-North  London  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers :  Annual  dinner 
-Clissold:  Distribution. 
-Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution 
-Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 
-Stockwell;  Supper  and  distribution 
-Waggoners :  Distribution. 
-Phoenix  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Walham  Green :  Annual  dinner. 
-Victoria  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
-Harcourt :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Clissold ;  Distribution, 


IRepotts  from  Clubs. 

liejports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.- The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next  Mav 
6,  at  8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  Woodeuef. 

.Anglees'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List).— On  April  23  I  attended  the  Elgin  return 
visit.  On  the  roll  call  eleven  clubs  were  repre- 
sented, and  their  A.B.  box  contained  £2.  The 
next  visit  will  be  on  May  14,  at  the  Golden  Barbel 
Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-street. 
Anglers  will  please  attend  at  the  Blenheim  Anc'lin" 
Society  on  May  9  to  take  into  consideration  the 
question  of  stocking  our  rented  waters,  and  other 
important  business.  I  hope  all  anglers  will  make  it 
convenient  to  attend.— J.  Habbis. 

Anglees'  Association  Visiting  List  (North-East 
Uistrict).— We  had  a  very  good  visit  at  the  Warwick 
on  April  18,  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair,  ably  supported 
by  Mr.  Inch.  The  talent  included  such  capable 
aitistes  as  Miss  Kynaston,  Messrs.  Hoad,  Yates 
Harry  Leyton,  Dust,  A.  Langton,  Smith,  Fred. 
Williams,  Arch,  Pascoe,  etc.  While  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  box  was  going  round  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Newton)  told  the  club  something  of  the  history 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  in  a  very  able 
nianner.  I  found  in  the  box  the  sum  of  £1  12s.,  which, 
added  to  a  former  donation  of  29s.,  makes  a  total  of 
£3  Is.  in  SIX  months,  the  time  of  the  club's  existence. 
Eleven  clubs  answered  the  roll,  and,  with  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  a  very  successful  visit  concluded.  We 
had  another  good  evening  at  the  Walthamstow  Bros, 
on  Wednesday,  the  24th,  Mr.  Eaton  in  the  chair. 
Some  very  good  talent  (Messrs.  Hoad,  A.  Hoad, 
Shocke,  Langton,  Smith,  Eaton,  Davy,  &c.)  was  pre- 
sented. Mr.  Newton  also  kindly  gave  us  a  little 
address  on  behalf  of  the  A.  B.  Thirteen  clubs 
answered  the  roll,  and  £4  12s.  was  in  the  box.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting.— W  R 
OsMENT,  Visiting  Officer. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  ^vith  thanks  the  receipt 
of  £5  4s.  from  West  Ham  Brothers,  Grange  4s  6d 
Walworth  Waltonians  £1  7s.,  West  Green  18s.  Id 
Warwick  £1  12s.,  Walthamstow  Brothers  £4  12s.,  from 
their  donation  boxes.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
committee  three  applications  were  made,  and  £8  and 
two  letters  for  convalescent  homes  granted.  Members 
are  informed  that  subscriptions  are  due  on  May  1.— 
R.  Ghueney-. 

Amicable  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Clifton-street,  Finsbury.— At  our  return  visit 
only  twelve  clubs  answered  the  roll  call,  including 
our  own  and  two  not  enrolled  on  the  Central  Associa- 
tion. Our  members  were  very  much  annoyed  at  the 
small  attendance,  having  supported  the  Central  for 
many  years;  however,  what  we  were  deficient  in 
numbers  was  made  up  by  the  excellent  talent,  Mr. 
C.  Watling  singing  two  songs  in  rare  form,  also  Mr. 
Andrews,  of  the  Friendship  A.  S.,  four  capital  songs, 
and  Messrs.  Shepherd,  Kay,  Harris,  and  others.  Our 
forty-seventh  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  13.— 
G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— We  had  a  very  success- 
ful concert  on  Monday  evening,  April  29,  to  which 
ladies  were  specially  invited  and  (we  were  pleased  to 
see)  responded  in  good  numbers,  several  taking'  a 
prominent  part  in  the  programme.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Musgrove,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (our 
president)  and  several  well-known  representatives  of 
other  clubs  being  present.  Thanks  to  the  energy  of 
Mr.  C.  Connor,  a  capital  programme  was  put  forward, 
including  the  following  talented  artistes— Miss  Yorke 
Miss  Nicholls,  Mrs.  G.  Cartwright,  Sisters  Romney 
Master  A.  Egan,  Messrs.  G.  Cartwright,  D.  James, 
A.  Romney,  G.  W.  Roberts,  Will  Cartwright,  Will 
Musgrave,  A.  Elston,  Peter  Kelly  and  W.  Broughton, 
to  all  of  whom  great  praise  is  due,  and  with  two  such 
capable  pianists  as  Miss  Yorke  and  Mr.  Malcolm  Ives, 
a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  T.A.P.S.  hox, 
which  was  passed  round  the  room  during  the  evening^ 
was  opened,  and  the  contents,  namely,  thirty-three 
shillings,  duly  announced.  Members  are  reminded  of 
the  annual  dinner,  which  takes  place  at  headquarters 
on  May  16,  and  promises  to  be  a  big  success.— C.  T.  A. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  April  30  Mr.  G. 
Stevens  was  elected  a  working  member.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  14. 
Members  wishing  to  take  part  at  the  dinner  will  kindly 
let  me  know  not  later  than  May  7.— A.  Dbjonge. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  ISociety, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— Our  fijst  generai 
meeting  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  was  a 
great  success,  twenty-five  members  being  present.  We 
had  several  prizes  promised  for  the  coming  season.  I 
am  pleased  to  announce  that  Mr.  Henry  Oust,  M.P., 
baa  kindly  consented  to  become  our  president,  Will 


members  please  note  that  subscriptions  are  now  duo  ?— 
A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Three  Compasses,  146,  High  Holborn,  W.C- May  1 
being  audit  night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and 
passed  as  satisfactory.  Mr.  C.  Payne  was  elected  a 
working  member.— T.  Patebnosteb. 

Bootle    Angling   Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.— Several  members  have  recently  been 
,  moderate  sport  has  been  obtained, 

although  Mr.  J.  Pennington  had  a  fine  day's  sport  on 
the  Eden,  taking  a  number  of  fine  chub  up  to  41b  6oz 
in  weight.  At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  it  was 
arranged  to  have  an  outing  (for  which  four  good  prizes 
are  ofEered)  on  Whit  Monday,  Mr.  "Brown"  being 
appointed  captain.  The  chairman  presented  Mr.  A  G. 
Birks  (one  of  our  latest  members)  who  is  shortly 
leaving  for  the  front,  with  a  handsome  silver  cigarette 
case,  subscribed  for  by  the  members,  arid  bore  the 
followmg  inscription  :  "  Private  A.  G.  Birks,  No.  7534, 
1st  V.B.  King's  Liverpool  Regiment.  Presented  by 
the  members  of  the  Bootle  Angling  Association  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  upon  the  occasion  of  his  going  to  the 
war  May  1901."  Mr.  Birks  feelingly  acknowledged 
the  kind  gift.  Mr.  Birks  has  given  the  association  a 
rod  to  be  fished  for  during  his  absence.— Rudd. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms  Marl- 
borough-road,  S.W,  —  Wednesday,  April  24,  being 
quarterly  meeting,  the  officers  were  duly  elected,  and 
am  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Barber  is  our  chairman. 
Wednesday,  May  8,  is  a  special  meeting  called  to  alter 
rules  5  and  15,  and  we  hope  to  see  a  strong  muster. 
The  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  June  19.— C.  Ashby. 

Beunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswiok-road,  Bromley  -  by  -  Bow,  E.  —  Mr. 
F  Tisdall  was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and 
Messrs.  A.  and  H.  Kidd  working  members.  Our  pre- 
sident, Mr.  J.  Powles  West,  will  occupy  the  chair  on 
Tuesday  next,  while  the  list  of  visitors  includes  many 
well-known  anglers.  Several  prominent  artistes  will 
assist  at  the  concert  which  is  to  follow,  when  any 
angling  friends  who  care  to  give  us  a  look  in  will  be 
well  entertained  and  made  welcome.  Will  the  dinner 
committee  please  attend  by  7.45  p.m.  ?— A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Heath  Beothees  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— Our  visit  turned  out  a  great 
success,  the  room  being  packed,  including  some  well- 
known  gentlemen  of  the  angling  fraternity.  During 
the  evening  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Gray, 
supported  by  Mr.  C.  Evans  in  the  vice.  Throughout 
the  evening  we  were  regaled  with  some  excellent 
harmony.  Mr.  G.  Manning  (district  officer)  opened 
our  A.B.S.  boxes,  and  found  in  them  £3.  Twenty-four 
clubs  responded.  One  of  the  main  features  of  the 
evening  was  the  presentation  of  an  illuminated  address 
to  our  host,  Mr.  Ben  Williams,  by  the  members  of 
this  society,  expressing  their  extreme  regret  on  the 
occasion  of  his  retiring  as  host  of  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers.— E.  H.  Aegent. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. —At  our 
last  meeting  we  made  four  new  members.  On  April 
29,  our  books  were  audited  by  Messrs.  H.  Bethol  and 
J .  Kent,  who  expressed  their  pleasure  at  finding  this 
society  in  a  good  and  financial  position.  Our  annual 
dinner  is  on  May  13,  tickets  2s.  6d.  each.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  kindly 
forward  on  same  as  soon  as  possible.  Members 
tickets  will  be  the  same  as  last  year.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cleekenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— A  fairly  attended  visit  was  paid  to  the  Crown 
and  Buckland  on  Monday  evening,  April  29,  Mr. 
Franklin  in  the  chair.  The  following  societies  were 
represented— namely, Gt.  Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  Johns, 
Convivial,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltonian,  Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  and  Original 
Clerkenwell.  They  had  a  full  room,  and  plenty  of 
talent.  The  next  visit  is  due  to  the  Alma ;  date  next 
week. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— Our  prize  distribu- 
tion will  take  place  on  May  21.  Subscriptions  for  new 
A.B.S.  cards  for  ensuing  season  now  become  due,  so 
hurry  up  and  further  this  good  cause.— E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  16. 
I  hope  members  will  forward  prizes  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  the  secretary  has  a  lot  of  work  to  get  through 
arranging  dinner  and  prizes,  and  wishes  to  have  every- 
thing ready  at  least  a  week  before  the  16th.  Date  of 
Benevolent  concert,  June  8. — A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred^ 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— At  our  last  meeting 
the  following  were  elected  members :  Messrs.  G.  F. 
Ross  and  A.  Allen  (honorary),  and  W.  J.  Dean,  W. 
Hutchins,  C.  White,  and  G.  Morritt  working  members. 
The  annual  condfert  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  May  21.  Will  all  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  before  that 
date. — J.  White. 

County  Palatinb  Anglers'  Association. — We  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Ohadwiok,  of  City-road,  for  a 
present  of  over  400  fish,  consisting  prinoipallj  of  king 
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carp,  rudd,  and  perch.  These  were  safely  transferred 
to  our  water  at  Irlam  on  Saturday  last,  and  completes 
our  stocking  for  this  season,  which  has  been  of  an 
extensive  character,  and  we  confidently  look  to  good 
sport  when  our  waters  are  opened.  Given  fine 
weather,  our  visit  to  the  trout  hatchery  at  Warrington, 
to-day  (Saturday)  promises  to  be  very  enjoyable. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  train  leaves  at 
2.30  p.m.  Our  next  meeting  takes  place  on  Thursday, 
May  9,  when  the  business  is  of  an  important  and 
interesting  character. — Tom  Dbivee. 

Dalston  Akgling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  30  there  was  a 
poor  attendance,  consequently  nothing  definite  was 
settled  about  the  dinner.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  May  7 ;  very  important.  Donors  of 
prizes  please  send  as  soon  as  possible,  and  oblige. — 
S.  Malley. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — At  a  recent  meeting,  Mr.  F.  Homer  was 
elected  vice-president,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson  honorary 
member.  Several  cases  of  specimen  fish  were  added 
to  our  club  room  last  week,  and  others  will  be  very 
welcome,  there  still  being  a  few  spaces  vacant. — B. 
Sabgent. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — On  April  29  our  A.  B.  S.  concert  was  well 
attended.  I  have  to  return  thanks  to  the  band  and 
the  numerous  vocalists  who  contributed  to  the  har- 
mony. Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  opened  the  boxes,  which 
were  found  to  contain  £i  8s.  2d.  Our  annuqjl  supper 
and  prize  distribution  takes  place  on  May  14,  supper 
on  table  at  8.30.  Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  oblige  by  forwarding  them  before  the  night,  so  as 
to  facilitate  the  distribution. — W.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh,  E. — We  have  a  sea  fishing 
outing  on  May  19.  All  go  from  Fenchurch-street 
Station  at  nine  o'clock  sharp.  Our  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  June  11,  and  any  member 
receiving  his  prizes  up  to  June  10  and  not  bringing 
them  up  on  the  distribution  night  will  be  fined  ten 
per  cent.  This  rule  will  be  strictly  enforced.  I  hope 
all  members  and  friends  who  have  promised  a  prize 
will  be  good  enough  to  forward  them  on  in  time  for 
distribution. — R.  Mubphy. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  Our 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  8,  8.30  sharp. 
Prizes  will  be  given  out  after  supper.  We  shall  be 
glad  to  welcome  brother  anglers  on  that  occasion. 
Our  return  visit,  A.  A.,  takes  place  on  May  14,  when 
we  hope  to  have  a  full  house. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Haecourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — Our  supper  and  distribution 
will  take  place  on  May  23,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  the 
members  present.  I  hope  between  times  the  members 
will  do  their  best  to  make  the  distribution  a  success. 
There  will  be  a  concert  after  the  distribution,  and  we 
shall  be  glad  to  see  any  old  friends  that  care  to  give 
us  a  call. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — On  May  1  our  supper 
was  postponed.  Date  later.  Will  all  members  kindly 
show  up  on  Wednesday  next  for  special  business. — 
W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

SOUNSLOW   AND  ISLEWORTH  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY, 

Royal  George  Hotel,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our 
last  meeting,  Mr.  C.  A.  Duke  presiding,  we  had  a  very 
good  attendance.  Mr.  W.  A.  Davies  was  elected  a 
vice-president,  and  three  other  new  members  were 
elected.  Our  second  annual  dinner  takes  place  at 
headquarters  on  May  15,  at  8  p.m.  Will  all  members 
requiring  tickets  communicate  as  early  as  possible 
with  either  Mr.  Paveley  or  myself. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — Our 
annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  15.  The 
outing  on  April  27  at  Leigh  was  a  very  enjoyable  one, 
four  of  the  five  lapsed  prizes  being  taken.  Many 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hills  (captain  of  the 
boat)  for  the  admirable  way  in  which  he  carried  out 
the  arrangements. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
bome-road,  North  Kensington. — Our  annual'  dinner 
takes  place  on  May  20.  Will  gentlemen  who  have 
kindly  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  on  as 
early  as  possible  before  that  date.  Also  members 
attend  if  possible  next  meeting  night,  as  we  have  some 
very  important  business. — G.  Bencb. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— At  the 
general  bi-monthly  meeting  held  on  April  30,  rules  for 
the  future  government  of  the  association  were  adopted, 
and  copy  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printers.  The 
members  present  have  experienced  very  indifferent 
sport  during  the  past  ten  days,  and  nothing  transpired 
worthy  of  recording.  Artificial  lures  seem  to  have  been 
at  a  discount  with  the  exception  of  one  member,  who, 
after  whipping  a  stretch  of  the  river  Dee,  near  Overton, 
for  the  greater  portion  of  a  day,  resorted  to  spinning 
the  Silver  Devon  Minnow,  and  was  rewarded  with  two 
brace  of  nice  trout,  each  Ibeing  just  on  lib.  weight. — 
March  Brown. 


North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — Our  annual 
dinner  on  April  25  was  a  very  great  success.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Hall,  faced  by  Mr.  Levy, 
the  dinner  being  catered  for  by  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old- 
street,  St.  Luke's,  who  placed  a  most  excellent 
repast  on  the  tables.  Over  seventy  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  dinner.  After  some  excellent 
harmony,  the  chairman  proceeded  to  distribute  the 
prizes,  amongst  the  following :  Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  C. 
Lamb,  jun.,  Barrett,  Hart,  Eaton,  Moore,  Richards, 
Richards,  sen.,  W.  Smith,  G.  Tayler,  S.  Polyhett,  G. 
Thorn,  H.  Collins,  Carter,  Walton,  Sheppard,  Bed- 
well,  and  Avanche.  The  chairman  presented  Mr.  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  with  a  handsome  cruet  stand  as  a  token 
of  their  regard  and  esteem  for  the  great  amount  of 
work  he  had  done  for  the  society.  Mr.  J.  Thorton 
proposed  the  health  of  "  The  Visitors."  The  musical 
part  of  the  entertainment  was  carried  out  by  Messrs. 
J.  P.  Stephens,  T.  Davis,  T.  Simmonds,  R.  Jones,  W. 
Davis,  J.  Phipps,  Thorton,  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  J.  Bed  well, 
&c.,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. — 
G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  — ■  On  April  23  we 
took  our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  list,  when 
seventeen  clubs  responded.  At  our  annual  meeting 
the  balance  sheet  was  brought  forward  and  passed, 
and  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May 
20.  Donors  of  same  kindly  forward  on  or  before  that 
date,  and  oblige. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandbb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Members  who  are  not 
coming  to  the  dinner  are  requested  to  attend  the  next 
annual  general  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
and  electing  ofiicers  and  committee  for  the  ensuing 
season.  Eight  members  will  be  required  for  com- 
mittee next  year ;  therefore,  any  member  wishing  to 
serve  should  send  his  name  in  at  once  to  the  secretary. 
— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — A  meet- 
ing is  called  for  Wednesday  next.  May  8,  to  arrange 
the  annual  dinner.  The  distribution  night  is  fixed  for 
June  11,  and  I  hope  all  prizes  will  be  in  hand  by  then, 
if  not  before.  The  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  has 
been  arranged.  Hope  all  members  will  attend  next 
week, — Geoegb. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — The  annual  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  takes  place  at  the  above  on  May  18.  Members 
entitled  to  prizes  must  clear  the  books  before  that 
date,  or  forfeit  same.  Will  those  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  kindly  forward  them  on  as  early  as 
possible  and  oblige? — H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Our  annual  distribution,  etc., 
is  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  22.  Brake  outing 
July  14.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — Our  annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  took  place  on  April  30,  when  a  very 
large  number  sat  down  to  a  well  served  repast.  The 
president,  Geo.  Keene,  Esq.,  being  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
A.  G.  Atkinson,  the  vice-chair.  After  the  dinner  a 
concert  was  held,  Mr.  Silvester  presiding  at  the  piano, 
splendid  talent  being  produced  by  Messrs.  P.  Garvey, 
Dan.  Carter,  Geo.  De  Vere,  Geo.  Grafton,  Vic  Vernon, 
and  many  others.  The  president  in  proposing  the 
toast  of  the  club,  gave  a  very  flourishing  account  of 
the  same.  Over  seventy  prizes  were  then  awarded  for 
specimen  and  other  fish.  Amongst  the  many  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  F.  Beevor,  A.  Beevor,  E.  Malton, 
W.  Price,  W.  Shepherd,  G.  Huggins,  Cook  winning  the 
silver  medal  given  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Shepherd, 
for  the  most  specimens  weighed  in.  The  toast  of  the 
private  donors  was  then  given  by  the  president,  and 
responded  to  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Atkinson,  vice  president. 
Mr.  F.  Coates  gave  the  toast  of  the  visitors ,  and  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  Benns,  after  which  a  large 
number  of  prizes  were  offered  for  the  ensuing  season. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  Geo.  Keene  was  presented  by 
the  members  vyith  a  very  handsome  gold  medal  on  his 
appointment  as  president,  after  many  years  as  a  very 
hard-working  secretary. — Frederick  Cook. 

Richmond  Angling  Society,  the  Sun  Inn,  Park 
Shot,  Kew-foot-road,  Richmond. — The  annual  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  and  supper  of  the  above  society  will 
take  place  at  the  Sun  Inn,  Park  Shot,  Kew-foot-road, 
Richmond,  on  Wednesday,  May  8,  at  seven  o'clock 
sharp. — H.  E.  Gaynoe. 

Royal  Geoegb  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman- street,  Soho. — On  May  1  we  were  well 
attended  and  got  through  a  good  deal  of  business. 
Will  members  send  up  their  prizes  and  take  their 
supper  tickets  as  soon  as  convenient.  Date  of  supper, 
May  16. — J.  Gibbons. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  1,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  Our 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  at  the  above  house  on  May  14,  at  eight  o'clock. 
If  members  and  donors  of  prizes  will  send  in  before 
that  date  they  will  greatly  assist.    Brother  members 


and  friends  are  cordially  invited  to  the  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  —  On  April  30 
Messrs.  Charles  Ball,  Covell,  Wilbe,  Ronaut,  jun.,  and 
Colonel  Brown  were  elected  as  working  members  and 
Mr.  King  honorary.  Mr.  Mackaness  was  proposed 'as 
a  working  member.  A  special  meeting  has  been  called 
for  May  20,  for  the  arrangement  of  prizes  for  the 
coming  season.— R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — 
A  cordial  welcome  to  all  anglers  will  bo  extended  by 
myself  and  members  of  the  South  Bcrmondsey 
Piscatorials'  Club  and  Institute,  Rotherhithe  New- 
road,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  on  Tuesday  next. 
May  7,  Any  society  who  has  not  received  a  card, 
please  accept  this  invitation  and  oblige. — A.  G. 
Smith. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  7, 
for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season, 
alteration  of  rules,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  and  other  business ;  also  it  is 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  clear 
ijooks. — G.  A.  Lyndon. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — I  have  the  tickets  for  the 
supper  on  May  21,  and  members  can  have  them  by 
applying  for  them.  Please  attend  in  good  time  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  we  have  the  Bermondsey  Pisca- 
torials visit  to  attend,  and  do  not  forget  your  prizes. — • 
A.  P. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Monday,  May  6,  will  bo  our 
prize  distribution  and  concert  night.  Brother  anglers 
heartily  invited.  May  I  once  again  remind  friends  of 
their  promised  prizes. — W.  Beattie. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Our  annual  supper  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes,  which  was  postponed,  will  take 
place  on  May  22.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
meetings  so  as  to  forward  the  arrangements.— 
C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Beothbes  Angling  Society,.  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  May  22 
we  have  our  annual  dinner,  with  Mr.  Smith,  Crown 
and  Sceptre,  Cumberland-market,  in  the  chair. — 
W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Members  please  notice  the  books  must 
be  cleared  by  Tuesday,  May  14,  and  the  audit  takes 
place  on  May  16,  on  which  date  I  hope  to  have  all  the 
prizes  in.  The  distribution  is  fixed  for  May  21.  A 
very  important  meeting  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May 
14,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  present. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — Our  annual  general 
meeting  was  very  badly  attended,  and  in  consequence 
we  had  to  adjourn  it  until  next  week,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  put  in  an  appearance,  as  the  officers  are 
very  dissatisfied  with  the  support  they  have  had  lately. 
Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  22,  when  our 
vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  takes  the  chair. 
Donors  of  prizes  no  yet  in  kindly  forward  same  to 
secretary  at  once. — C.  Wake. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  official  visit 
on  April  24  was  a  grand  success,  our  room  being  well 
filled,  but  we  should  like  to  see  more  of  our  members. 
In  the  absence  of  our  chairman,  Mr.  Rumble,  our  ever- 
willing  Mr.  Alfred  Eaton  kindly  consented  to  take  it. 
There  was  a  good  list  of  artists,  also  a  fine  speech  on 
the  advantages  of  our  A.B.S.  by  Mr.  F.  Newton. 
Thirteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll-call.  On  our  boxes 
being  opened  £4  12s.  was  found  to  have  been  collected. 
Will  members  please  remember  the  visits  to  the  White 
Hart  and  the  Serapis. — E.  Howarth. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpaok,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  E.G. — Our 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  8,  on  which 
occasion  we  have  a  supper  at  the  above  address  at 
7.30  sharp.  All  members  wishing  to  attend  the 
supper  and  who  have  not  already  sent  me  their  names 
and  those  of  their  friends,  are  particularly  requested 
to  do  so  at  once,  to  facilitate  the  arrangements. — 

M.  CUDDON. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Selbome 
Arms,  Selborne-road. — I  wish  to  thank  all  our  angling 
friends  who  so  kindly  supported  us  and  helped  to  make 
our  concert  such  a  success.  "  Sir "  Billee  Taylor 
occupied  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd.  Amongst  the  artistes  were  Messrs.  Will 
Prior,  C.  Angold,  Strebbings,  Boone,  Hudson,  Lee,  and 
the  celebrated  Vivian  Troupe,  whose  efforts  were  much 
applauded.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  opened  our  A.B.  Boxes, 
which  contained  27s.,  and  made  a  very  kind  little 
speech  afterwards. — W.  Wray. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  prize  distribution  and  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  on  May  9,  not  on  the  16tli 
as  previously  reported. — H.  Heir. 
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The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden -lane,  Covent  -  garden,  on  Monday  evening' 

' '  Where  shall  I  spend  my  hoUday  ?  "  The  facilities 
offered  by  the  various  railway  companies— north, 
south,  east,  and  west— are  so  great  that  it  becomes 
difficult  to  decide.  What  angler  is  not  looking  forward 
to  the  time  when  he  may  once  more  have  an  opportunity 
of  "  wetting  a  line  "  '? 


^  Upon  application  to  the  manager  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  one  may  become  possessed  of  such  a 
fund  of  information  as  to  leave  one  still  in  a  quandary 
as  to  "  Where  to  go."  List  of  farm  houses,  hotels,  and 
country  lodgings  ;  pamphlets  and  books  setting  forth 
the  beauties  of  the  places  to  which  passengers  may  be 
conveyed,  etc.,  should  help  the  angler  materially.  Ask 
for  a  copy  of  the  "Land  of  the  Broads,"  and,  fish  or  no 
fish,  one  will  be  anxious  to  visit  some  of  the  places  so 
ably  described  and  illustrated. 


_  The  Great  Western  Railway  issue  a  list  under  the 
title  of  "  Seaside,  Farmhouse,  and  Country  Lodgings 
Boarding  Houses  and  Hotels."  It  is  published  by 
Walter  Hill  and  Co.,  G7,  Southampton-row  London 


There  is  also  a  very  useful  guide  to  the  many 
beautiful  pleasure  resorts  traversed  by  the  South- 
Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  which  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  manager  at  London  Bridge  Station. 


"  Sonny  Days  at  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  "  is  the 
title  of  Vol.  16  of  the  "  Homeland  Handbooks,"  illus- 
trated with  many  good  illustrations,  and  written  by 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Sanders  and  Prescott  Row,  and 
published  at  24,  Bride-lane,  Fleet  street,  E.G.  The 
price  is  6d.  net.  This  hand-book  for  south-east  Sussex 
will  be  of  great  use  to  anglers,  as,  in  addition  to  a 
specially-written  article  on  sea  and  freshwater  fishino- 
by  Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  there  are  contributions  on  the 
geologj'  and  Pre-Historic  Races  of  the  District  by 
W.  G.  Lewis-Abbott,  F.G.S.  The  "  Handbook  " 'also 
contains  two  large  maps  of  the  countrv  around 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards,  and  shows  the  "routes  to 
this  healthful  seaside  and  angling  resort  traversed  by 
the  South-Eastern  Railway  Company.  Great  credit  is 
due  to  the  authors  for  its  compilation,  and  a  copy 
should  be  procured  without  delay. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  programme  will  include 
several  fresh  turns  on  Monday.  The  Sisters  De  Van 
in  a  novel  performance,  the  Lomas  Trio  in  a  sketch 
"L'Omnibus,"  Nelly  Dixon  and  Jenny  Deans,  serio 
comics  and  dancers,  and  the  Welsh  Glee  Quartette 
who  return  after  a  successful  tour.  All  the  principal 
turns  remain.  Both  the  football  finals— Sydenham 
and  Bolton— have  been  shown  by  the  bioscope  and 
will  continue  daily. 


Mr.  Pat  Hearnes,  our  correspondent  at  Ballina 
CO.  Mayo,  Ireland,  sends  us  a  report  this  week  which 
appears  in  another  column.  But,  strange  to  say,  a 
letter  I  sent  him  last  week  has  been  returned  marked 
"  Dead."  Now,  dear  Pat,  are  you  really  dead  ?  Even 
then  I  cannot  be  quite  sure  of  your  address.  If  still 
living  in  the  beautiful  Emerald  Isle  please  say  what 
precise  spot  in  Ballina  will  find  you,  and  all  will  be 
well  1 


The  well  known  Ariel  Vocal  Quartette— Messrs. 
Henry  Cribb,  Herbert  Langton,  Horace  Ward,  and 
J.  Haddon— gave  their  annual  Bohemian  concert  at 
the  Holborn  Town  Hall  on  May  1.  The  hall  was 
crowded  with  an  enthusiastic  audience.  The  length 
of  the  programme  prevents  me  from  giving  the  in- 
dividual names  of  the  host  of  talent  that  supported  the 
Quartette.  It  suffices  to  say  that  out  of  the  forty-two 
turns  there  was  not  one  indifferent  item,  and  the  con- 
cert was  in  every  way  a  brilliant  success. 


Our  old  friend  Punch,  or  the  London  "  Charivari  " 
(why  not  London  Parr-ovarie  ?),  has  an  excellent 
full-page  illustration,  entitled  "Welcome,  Little 
Strangers  I  "  depicting  the  delight  of  Father  Thames 
on  seeing  how  the  "  samlets  arrived,  having  sustained 
the  trying  journey  from  Uxbridge  without  showing 
any  signs  of  fatigue." 


Mr.  William  Howlett  writes:  "Our  riverside 
(the  Lark)  meadows  and  grounds  are  perfectly  alive 
now  with  all  sorts  of  birds,  from  the  tiny  little  willow 
warbler  to  the  stately  old  heron,  and  plovers.  Every 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Qmelte  is,  I  am  sure,  acquainted 
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with  the  melodious  little  notes  of  the  sedge-warbler 
and  often,  when  sitting  for  hours  watching  his  float  as 
It  glides  gracefully  down  the  stream  in  the  favourite 
swim,  has  he  listened  attentively  to  the  lively  notes 
of  these  birds  as  they  perch  on  a  reed  stem  close  to 
him,  or  hunt  about  in  the  rushes  close  to  his  elbow. 
The  beautiful  rich-coloured  buttercups  and  cuckoo 
flowers  and  anemones  are  in  full  bloom  now,  as  well 
as  the  cowslips  and  others  of  their  class.  The  weather 
has  been  rather  better  for  our  fly  fishermen  lately,  and  a 
few  good  fish  have  been  taken.  I  saw  the  first  rise  of 
Yellow  Duns  on  April  28.  Roach  and  dace  are  crowd- 
ing up  the  stream  now  for  spawning,  and  pike  are 
coming  up  in  dozens  from  the  waters  of  the  Cam  and 
Ouse 


On  April  28  a  large  and  representative  gathering  of 
London  anglers  was  present  at  the  Blenheim  Angling 
Society,  when  Mr.  Derry  read  a  paper  on  "Angling 
and  Its  Politics."  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais,  of  the  "Ben 
Jonson,"  presided.  In  the  words  of  Mr.  Charles 
Chaplais,  hon.  secretary  of  the  "Blenheims,"  "the 
reading  literally  bristled  .with  hard,  dry,  and  at  the 
same  time  interesting,  facts."  The  lecture  was  so  well 
received  and  appreciated  that  Mr.  Derry  has  consented 
to  repeat  it.  "  It  is  not  merely  the  interests  of  the 
lowly  fisherman,"  said  Mr.  Derry;  "every  man 
woman,  and  child  in  this  country  has  a  stake  in  our 
waterways,  and  the  question  of  their  purity  is  living 
and  burning  in  every  corner  of  the  land.  ..."  Of 
course,  the  question  of  "salmon  in  the  Thames"  was 
touched  upon,  and  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  these 
sportive  fish  which  have  been  turned  in,  the  lecturer 
deserved  and  received  the  thanks  of-all  present. 

An  excellent  concert  took  place  on  Saturday  last 
April  27,  at  the  "  Empress  of  Russia,"  in  aid  of  the 
Printers'  Almshouses.  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais  and  Mr 
Arthur  West,  of  the  "Ben  Jonson,"  Shoe-lane 
occupied  the  chairs,  and  a  splendid  array  of  talent 
was  m  evidence  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr 
Rankin.  I  believe  the  result  was  nearly  £16 
Chaplais  and  West,  you  did  your  best. 

To  THE  Shad. 
Upon  your  twinkling  scales,  oh,  shad, 

I  see  the  sunshine  shimmering. 
You  are  the  old  Sir  Galahad 

That  keeps  my  fancy  glimmering. 
Though  from  the  North  or  from  the  South 
The  Hudson  or  the  Delaware,  ' 
Y'ou  light  the  way  from  hand  to  mouth, 

As  epicures  are  well  aware.  * 
Though  from  the  old  Potomac  yanked. 

Or  from  the  rippling  Raritan, 
Who  serves  you  rightly,  broiled  or  planked 

Is  simply  a  Samaritan. 
Whene'er  I  meet  you  in  a  fry 
^  O'er  Fate  I  feel  victorious. 
Y'our  star  of  fame  is  more  than  high, 

Your  glory's  more  than  glorious. 
When  richly  breaded  on  the  dish 

The  feast  becomes  memorial 
The  moment  that  I  pierce,  oh  fish, 

That  cuticle  sartorial. 
Oh  shad,  oh  shad,  oh  shad,  oh  shad  I 

I  say,  with  all  due  deference. 
O'er  other  fish  you  are,  egad  I 

My  festive  piscine  preference. 
I  hymn  your  praises  fried  or  grilled 

With  all  my  fine  sagacity, 
Oh,  thing  of  things !  to  gaily  gild 
My  innermost  capacity.  —Judge. 

First  Customer:  "Waiter,  a  fried  fish."  Second 
Customer :  "  Bring  me  a  fried  fish,  too,  waiter— and 
mind  it  IS  fresh."  Waiter:  "Two  fried  fish— one 
fresh. 


?\r  i^'^P  Anglers  "  will  on  Tuesday  evening 
next  May  7,  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  their  head 
quarters,  the  Sun  Tavern,  Great  Sutton  -  street, 
Goswell-road,  E.G.  Covers  lifted  at  7.30.  The  chair 
and  vice-chair  will  be  taken  by  Messrs.  G.  Turner  and 
U  Gawen.  The  stewards  are  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Lattimore.    There  is  no  occasion  to  say  "  more." 

"  DiNNA  Forget."- Aglance  at  a  few  of  the  dinners 
and  suppers  that  are  down  for  digestion  I  am  not 
likely  to  forget.  Of  course  I  have  not  the  honour  of 
being  invited  to  them  all ;  it  would  be  "  a  bit  thick  " 
even  if  the  soup  were  clear.  Secretary  Brougham 
(a  relative  of  the  late  well-known  and  respected  W  J 
Brougham,^  of  the  T.A.P.S.)  informs  me  that  "  at  my 
peril  be  it "  if  I  fail  to  put  in  appearance  at  Hounslow 
on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  banquet.  "  The  soup 
IS  ordered  (special  s— soup)  and  Thames  salmon— if  we 
have  luck."  Sorry  cannot  get  away  every  night  in  the 
week.  Besides,  late  dinners  never  did  agree  with  me 
Ask  xnj  doctors  I  -         ■  ^  • ' 
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On  "Bright  May  Day"  (not  a  bit  too  bright)  at 
about  one  o'clock  (real  dinner-time),  armed  with  a 
Press  invite  to  witness  the  grand  review  of  thirty-six 
steamers  from  London  Bridge  to  Battersea,  I  stepped 
on  board  the  Boadicea  (23  flags)  the  greyhound  of  the 
fleet,  preceded  by  the  Alexandra  (20  flags)  with  some 
?n«  a  P^®""^  °^       realm  on  board,  and  the  Cleopatra 
(20  flags),  with  some  of  the  Commons  on  board— Lords 
Commons,  and  Fourth  Estate  in  the  third  boat— the 
remainder  bringing  up  the  rear.    Once  under  weigh, 
and  after  a  chat  with  many  members  of  the  Press 
amongst  them  Mr.  Alfred  Allison  ("New  Broom"  of 
the  Pink  '  Un),  Mr.  Harry  Malins,  and  a  host  of  others 
I  bethought  me  of  the    line  at  the  bottom  of 
the  card—"  Light  refreshments  will  be  served  on 
board."    Accordingly  I  descended  to  the  spacious  and 
handsomely  decorated  saloon  to  listen  to  the  popping 
of  corks  m,  and  perhaps  have  just  a  little  "  snack  "  of 
roast  fowl  and  ham,  but  they  were  "  off "  by  the  time 
I  got  there.    There  was  plenty  of  good  "  refreshment  " 
left,  however  for  those  who  liked  it  "  light." 


This  is  the  menu  :  Mockturtle  en  tasse,  savoury 
sandwiches,  tomato  and  cress,  egg  and  cress,  cheese 
cream,  cucumber,  celery-mayonnaise,  grated  nut,  green 
corn,  egg  rissoles,  lentil  croquettes,  French  pastry 
fancy  cakes,  and  biscuits.  The  beverages  were,  like 
the  soup :  Mock  Moselle  cup,  orangeade  and  lemon- 
ade, real  soda  water,  mock  pale  ale  and  shandygaff, 
real  ginger  beer,  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  fruit,  and 
dessert.  And  then  it  dawned  upon  me  that  I  had 
been  lunching  on  refreshments  served  by  the  Victoria 
Vegetarian  Restaurant ! 


I  MUST  not  say  any  more  about  this  midday  meal 
beyond  the  fact  that  everything  was  sweet  and  whole- 
some, and  that  had  I  partaken  of  all  on  the  menu  I 
should  not  have  been  any  "  forrarder."  The  boats 
looked,  like  the  refreshments,  sweet  and  clean,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  well  patronised  by  the  public.  The 
Thames  Steamboat  Company  are  to  be  congratulated 
for  their  attempt  to  make  a  "  ride  on  a  steamer  " 
adaptable  [either  for  pleasure  or  business.  I  am  not 
particularly  in  love  with  boats  near  my  fishing  swims 
but  if  no  harm  comes  to  the  little  samlets  in  the 
course  of  their  daily  paddles,  I  wish  the  T.S  C  every 
success.  "Goon  ahead  1"  "Ease  herl"  "Stop 
her  I "  ^ 


An  extraordinary  discovery  of  subterranean  fish  was 
made  at  Goshen,  New  York,  recently,  when  a  heavy 
explosive  was  used  to  fire  a  driven  well.  A  column 
of  water  was  spouted  three  hundred  feet,  and  with  the 
dibrts  came  three  very  curious  fish.  One  struck  near 
the  well  and  flopped  back  into  it,  and  the  other  two 
were  captured.  The  larger  measured  eight  inches  in 
length  and  weighed  almost  half  a  pound.  The  fish 
were  eyeless,  a  dull  grey  in  colour,  and  were  similar 
in  shape  to  a  Frankfurter  sausage.  A  bystander  caught 
the  big  one,  but  says  he  received  a  heavy  electric 
shock  when  he  touched  it.  He  struck  at  it  with  a 
hatchet  and  the  blade  glanced  off  its  body.  It  soon 
died.  The  survivor  is  covered  with  small  scales,  so 
arranged  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  tell  which  end 
is  head  and  which  tail.  Heading  either  way  it  swims 
equally  well,  but  prefers  to  burrow  under  a  heap  of 
sand. 


We  trust,  says  the  American  Fishing  Gazette,  there 
will  be  no  more  trouble  about  the  question  of  substi- 
tuting catfish  for  canned  salmon.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  too  high  priced,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
colour  it.^  The  fish  canned  and  marked  "  Wolf  River 
Salrnon,"  which  has  caused  space  writers  in  provincial 
publications  to  become  hysterical  over  the  discovery 
IS  simply  a  good  food  fish  fr9m  the  Gulf  of  Mexico! 
Without  the  flavour  of  salmon,  it  can  be  eaten  by  the 
Hebrews,  for  it  has  scales  and  is  "  Kosher  "—namely, 
healthful  and  clean. 


Some  Day 
Referee. )~Bi\\ : 


"  (This  is  by  "  Dagonet "  in  the 
"  Hullo,    Tom,    Where's    Harrv  ?  " 


Tom:  "Oh,  he's  got  a  holiday — so  he's  gone'  to 
Battersea  to  have  a  day's  salmon  fishing  1 " 

The  May  part  of  ."M'Call's  Racing  Chronicle," 
published  at  7,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool,  is  to  hand. 
Fishermen  would  do  well  to  get  a  copy  of  this  handy 
work,  as  a  perusal  of  its  pages  may  be  turned  to  profit 
for  them  in  the  near  future. 


One  of  his  Majesty's  warships,  the  Circe,  has 
lately  been  lying  off  Deal  Pier.  "  Truthful  Tommy," 
ever  anxious  for  information,  enquired  of  a  boatman 
on  the  beach  the  name  of  the  vessel.  "  That  'ere's  the 
Curse,"  was  the  reply.  "The  how  much?"  says 
"  T.  T."  in  amazement,  "  how  do  you  spell  it  ?  "  "  The 
Curse,  Sir,  C-i-r-c-e,  Curse." 


When  a  man  gets  up  in  the  morning  he  grumbles  if 
his  breakfast  is  not  ready,  but  if  he  goes  fishing  he 
cm  wait  all  day  for  a  bite.  Dragnet, 
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Provitieial  iliigliiig  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  vtommg. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  25,  to  consider  several  important  notices  of 
motion  given  in  by  the  delegates  at  the  last  general 
meeting.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  v^as  well 
attended.  The  first  item  on  the  agenda  was  the 
matter  relating  to  the  issuing  of  members' wives'  tickets, 
it  being  the  opinion  of  the  mover  that  the  wives  of 
members  should  be  allowed  a  privilege  ticlftt  free  of 
charge,  providing  the  railway  companies  would  agree 
to  it.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  some  length,  when 
it  was  decided  to  make  a  charge  for  the  present  year, 
but  next  year  members'  wives  should  receive  a  travel- 
ling card  free  of  charge,  providing  the  railway  com- 
panies oSered  no  objection.  The  notice  of  motion 
lodged  by  Mr.  Bentley,  of  the  Hope  Society,  re  the 
printing  of  rules  in  book  form  for  the  guidance  of 
the  members,  with  a  list  of  the  clubs  giving  the 
places  and  nights  of  meetings,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  secretaries  and  other  important  matter 
calculated  to  be  of  interest  to  the  members.  This 
matter  was  very  favourably  received  and  carried  with- 
out dissent ;  the  book  will  be  taken  in  hand  at  once 
and  issued  to  the  members  at  a  small  charge,  to  defray 
the  cost  of  the  printing.  A  notice  of  motion  was  handed 
in  by  Mr.  Neale,  re  the  taking  of  coarse  fish  during  the 
close  season  ;  this  will  be  considered  at  the  next  general 
meeting  in  J une.  The  weather  has  changed  since  my 
last  notes  were  forwarded.  We  are  now  having  colder 
weather,  with  slight  frost  night  and  morning.  Our 
rivers  are  now  in  grand  condition,  and  the  tront 
fishing  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  has  been 
very  much  better  during  the  past  few  days.  Several 
very  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  the  largest  being 
a  fish  in  grand  condition  weighing  21b.  5oz. 
It  was  taken  by  Mr.  Osborn,  of  the  All  Saints' 
Club,  on  April  28.  At  Hampton  Lode  several 
nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Blythe.  The 
Gun  Society  hold  their  annual  concert  at  the  Gun 
Inn,  Bath-street,  on  Monday  evening  next.  May  6,  in 
aid  of  their  water  renting  and  prize  fund.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  the  preliminary  business  in  connection 
with  the  forthcoming  annual  contest  will  be  discussed. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  taken  during  the 
week  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  and  the 
Driffield  Canal,  but  perhaps  the  best  samples  were  a 
brace  and  a  half  caught  below  Hempholme  Lock  by 
Mr.  H.  M.  Foster  ;  they  averaged  about  lib.  each,  and 
were  in  very  nice  condition.  And  very  good  fish  have 
also  been  on  the  rise  in  the  lower  water  at  Wawne  and 
Dunswell,  probably  salmon  trout  making  up  the  river 
from  the  Humber,  which  they  generally  do  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  some  very  good  specimens 
are  occasionally  secured  between  Burton  Hall  and 
Beverley  Beckend.  Flounders  are  furnishing  good 
sport  now  at  Hull  Bridge,  Wawne,  Gibraltar,  and 
Burton  Hall. — On  Saturday  last  our  first  big  local 
event  took  place  on  the  river  at  Dunswell,  when  about 
300  anglers  competed  in  a  teeming  rain  for  about  £15 
worth  of  prizes,  offered  by  Messrs.  T.  B.  Holmes  & 
Sons,  Angling  Association,  and,  considering  the  adverse 
circumstances,  did  fairly  well,  a  number  of  fish  being 
caught,  which  chiefly  consisted  of  flounders;  the 
winner  having,  in  addition,  a  nice  trout  of  about  IJlb. 
in  weight.  Another  big  event  will  take  place  at 
Dunswell  on  May  11,  the  tides  being  suitable,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Globe  Angling  Association. — The 
Hull  Corporation  Anglers  decided  their -first  match  of 
the  season  on  the  river  at  Figham,  Mr.  S.  Clarkson, 
jun.,  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  lOfoz. 

-  FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Eibble  has  generally  been  in  fair  order  for  the 
fly  lately,  but  not  very  heavy  baskets  are  mentioned. 
In  the  upper  reaches,  owing  to  modern  drainage,  the 
water  is  in  flood  so  soon,  and  then  so  rapidly  runs  fine 
that  only  a  few  days  are  really  good  during  the  season. 
From  the  Lune  and  its  tributaries,  much  the  same 
report  comes  as  to  condition  and  catches.  The  best 
results  have  been  obtained  chiefly  from  the  Wenning, 
a  portion  of  which  river  is  stated  to  be  free  fishing. 
The  Wyre  has  been  in  fair  order  for  the  fly,  and  there 
is  a  fair  rise  in  the  evening.  There  are  plenty  of  trout 
in  good  condition  in  the  upper  and  tidal  portions. 
The  Brock  has  been  heavily  stocked  with  Lancashire- 
bred  trout.  The  folly  of  attempting  to  do  any  late 
stocking  has  been  forcibly  demonstrated  recently. 
Three  lots  of  fish  arrived,  and  this  is  the  result.  Lot 
one,  about  ten  per  cent,  died  en  route,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability another  15  per  cent,  afterwards.  Lot  two,  60 
per  cent.  died.  Of  the  third  lot,  the  least  said  the  better  ; 
the  whole  transaction  was  a  mistake  and  not  likely  to 
be  repeated.    The  Wigan  and  District  Amalgamated 


Anglers'  Association  have  decided  to  fish  an  All  Eng- 
land open  match  in  the  Worsley  Canal  fishery  during 
June ;  further  details  to  follow.  The  Bollin  is  now  in 
good  order  ;  bottom  fishing  has  succeeded  far  better 
than  the  fly.  About  the  best  catch  was  two  brace  of 
brown  trout  sizable,  and  many  small  ones.  Visitors 
are  requested  to  stick  to  the  banks  and  not  cross 
fields,  as  the  hay  grass  is  now  growing  fast.  The  alder 
is  reported  up. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  spell  of  summerlike  weather  experienced  last 
week  gave  trout  anglers  every  hope  that  the  cold  season 
was  over,  and  that  there  would  be  no  more  "  looking 
back,"  but  the  extraordinary  fickleness  of  the  English 
climate  was  again  demonstrated  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  After  three  or  four  days  of  unremitting 
sunshine,  during  which  the  thermometer  registered 
up  to  seventy-four  degrees  in  the  shade,  the  wind 
again  veered  round  into  tiie  north-east,  and  brought 
with  it  another  cold  snap  which  entirelj'  upset 
the  calculations  of  anglers.  On  Saturday  last  the 
weather  was  almost  wintry,  for  there  were  frequent 
showers  of  hail  and  sleet.  Under  such  conditions  very 
few  sportsmen  ventured  out.  There  was  very  little 
sun  on  Monday,  and  the  continuous  night  frosts,  and 
cold  winds  in  the  daytime,  have  put  another  damper 
on  fishing,  so  far  as  trout  are  concerned.  Practically 
nothing  has  been  attempted  with  the  fly,  and  those 
who  have  taken  fish  at  all  have  done  so  by  swimming 
the  maggot.  There  has  been  no  rain  of  importance 
for  at  least  a  fortnight,  and  the  waters  have  con- 
sequently got  very  transparent,  so  that  extreme  care  is 
necessary  both  in  the  selection  and  manipulation  of 
tackle.  So  far  as  the  present  season  has  advanced 
the  sport  reminds  us  very  much  of  that  of  last  year, 
when,  after  a  most  uninteresting  beginning,  a  warm 
week  after  April  19  set  trout  fishing  a-going,  after 
which  a  retrograde  movement  took  place  in  the 
weather,  and  little  more  good  was  done  until  the 
advent  of  June.  Let  us  hope  that  such  will  not  be 
our  luck  this  year. 

FROM  MANCHESTER 

An  item  of  paramount  interest  to  the  members  of 
the  "  30  Club  "  was  their  social  fixture.  An  agenda 
which  comprised  a  lecture  by  Mr.  A.  C.  de  Boinville 
on  "  Trout  Fishing  with  Fly  and  other  Lures,"  not  lies, 
dear  "  Drag,"  and  musical  selections  including  Schu- 
bert's Trout  Quintet,  is  a  bill  of  fare  of  rare  excellence. 
In  all  probability  2  o'clock,  p.m.,  is  a  unique  time  for 
an  anglers'  meeting  ;  but  when  it  is  known  that 
nearly  all  are  employed  after  tea  until  a  late 
hour  this  is  easily  accounted  for.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  none  of  our  menvrill  be  tempted  to  go 
in  for  law  after  the  discussion  in  the  Rotherham 
case.  Some  of  our  city  rods  have  been  made  to  smart 
for  fishing  under  similar  circumstances,  but  not  quite 
the  same.  It  is  far  cheaper  to  buy  a  licence  than  pay 
a  lawyer's  bill.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  the  Ribble  conservators  think  of  the  case  and 
of  their  victims  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Whalley, 
but  who  came  from  this  city  in  perfect  innocence. 
Next  Monday  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  making  every 
efiort  for  a  good  attendance  of  members  and  friends  in 
order  to  formally  thank  their  old  president,  Mr.  A.  L. 
Harkness,  for  past  services.  Another  of  their  members 
has  gone  to  Africa,  having  laid  aside  angling  for  war- 
fare. The  Bank  of  England  Angling  Society  are  noted 
for  a  special  meeting  on  Monday  to  deal  with  arranging 
for  their  first  contest  and  other  items  in  connection 
with  the  ensuing  season.  To-day  a  party  of  city 
anglers  are  due  at  Warrington  on  a  friendly  visit. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Salmon  fishers  have  tried  in  vain  for  fish  at  Avenham 
weirs,  at  Colwick  weirs,  at  Cavendish-bridge,  and  at 
Shardlow.  Those  that  are  supposed  to  have  ascended 
must  have  gone  over  King's  Mills  weirs.  The  City 
Wellington  Society  are,  I  understand,  placing  in  a 
brook,  near  Cavendish-bridge,  upwards  of  10,000 
small  trout.  Mr.  W.  Rayson,  of  the  Waltonian 
Society,  caught,  whilst  trouting  on  the  Derwent, 
below  Matlock  Bath,  five  barbel.  The  fish  took 
the  swimming  worm  and  were  returned.  The 
use  of  the  fly  was  tolerated  on  the  tributaries  Greet 
and  Dover  Beck  on  Wednesday  (May  Day).  Both 
streams  are  known  to  contain  a  strong  head  of  trout  of 
mixed  breeds.  The  Wellington  Society  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  headquarters  on  April  25. 
Roach  and  chub  are  heading  up  the  weedy  shallows 
and  sand-beds  of  the  Trent  in  order  to  deposit  their 
spawn. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  decision  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Tues- 
day has  given  great  satisfaction  locally.  The  point 
raised  was  as  to  the  right  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  to  compel  persons  fishing  for  trout  in  private 
reservoirs  within  the  limits  of  their  fishery  districts  to 
take  out  a  licence  from  the  Fishery  Board.  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice  said  that  on  examining  the  Acts  of  Par- 
liament it  was  clear  that  the  waters  included  in  a 
fishery  district  must  be  either  rivers,  tributaries  to 


rivers,  or  waters  in  some  way  connected  with  rivers, 
which  the  evidence  in  this  case  showed  that  the  Don- 
caster  reservoir  was  not.  A  private  reservoir  was  not 
included  in  the  words  "  waters  within  the  limits  of  the 
Act." — There  was  a  unique  gathering  last  Saturday  at 
the  Town  Hall,  when  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of 
working-men,  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  behalf  of  the  City, 
accepted  an  oil  painting  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  VV.  Styring, 
who  was  for  many  years  president  t  the  Senior 
Angling  Association  in  Sheffield.  —  The  14,000 
anglers  in  Sheffield  had  100  miles  of  water  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  there  were  110  places  where 
Sheffielders  could  go  and  fish  from  one  to  three  days 
at  a  reduction  of  about  3.S  per  cent,  in  railway  fare. 
Last  year  45,400  railway  tickets  were  sold  in  this 
connection. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  nice  sunny  days  all  the  week,  but  the 
wind  continues  in  the  north-east,  and  the  nights  very 
cold  and  frosty,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  there  was 
a  heavy  hailstcim  which  did  some  amount  of  damage. 
Many  rods  have  been  out,  and,  although  the  water  is 
in  capital  order,  sport  was  very  slow.  Several  were  on 
capital  water,  and  whipped  it  from  top  to  bottom  and 
tried  numerous  flies,  but  rises  were  few,  and  the 
fish  came  very  short,  two  brace  being  the  biggest 
take  recorded.  The  bottom  fishermen  did  better ; 
they  mo?t  of  them  sought  the  brooks,  and 
some  of  them  brought  home  three  to  four  brace  of 
lovely  fish,  the  worm  and  minnow  being  used.  Some 
very  fine  eels  were  also  taken  with  the  worm,  up  to 
21b.  weight. — The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  a 
very  successful  smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters, 
the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  on  Friday  evening  last.  There 
was  a  large  company  present,  the  president,  Mr. 
J.  R.  H.  Ward,  in  the  chair.  Excellent  songs  were 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Dyer,  Bruce  Wyatt,  A.  Bird, 
and  others ;  Mr.  Prosser  presided  at  the  piano. 
During  the  interval  the  prizes  won  last  season  were 
presented  by  the  chairman,  who  congratulated  the 
members  on  their  success  and  on  the  varied 
and  valuable  prizes,  and  said  the  attendance  and 
interest  shown  that  evening  augured  well  for  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  society.  A  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  donors  of  prizes, 
especially  the  president,  for  his  generosity  and  the 
great  interest  he  takes  in  the  society.  Mr.  J.  Stokes, 
in  seconding  this,  spoke  of  the  efforts  being  made  to 
stop  all  angling  for  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season, 
and  hoped  the  Worcester  societies  would  work  hard 
until  their  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.  The 
prize-winners  were  :  Mr.  J.  J.  White,  highest  aggregate 
and  heaviest  basket ;  Mr.  W.  Thrift,  highest  aggregate 
and  heaviest  basket  game  fish ;  Mr.  H.  F.  Cooper, 
best  brace  of  trout,  and  special  prize  at  annual 
outing ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Probert,  best  brace  of  gravling ; 
Mr.  F.  T.  Radford,  best  chub;  Mr.  T.  J.  Bullock, 
best  pike.  The  prize-winners  at  the  various  com- 
petitions were  Messrs.  J.  Worrall,  H.  F.  Cooper,  C. 
Williams,  A.  E.  Probert,  C.  Leach,  T.  Prosser,  T. 
Birbeck,  E.  Brown,  M.  A.  Shipway,  and  C.  Avery,  the 
latter  gentleman  being  again  the  winner  of  the 
15-guinea  challenge  cup.  Over  three  hundredweight 
of  fish  were  weighed  in  by  the  members  dm-ing  the 
season. — A  special  meeting  of  the  Worcester  and 
District  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Plough  Inn, 
"Fish-street,  on  Saturday  evening.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  delegates  from  the  affiliated  clubs.  The 
president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  took  the  chair,  and  explained 
to  the  meeting  the  business  before  the  meeting  which 
had  reference  to  the  fishing  rights  on  the  river  leased 
to  the  association,  and  also  to  others  promised.  The 
necessary  arrangements  were  made  for  watching  the 
water,  notice  boards,  and  other  matters,  fishing  for 
coarse  fish  being  strictly  prohibited. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishers  are  having  enjoyable  times  just  at 
present.  Last  week's  experiences  were  cheery  rmder 
the  favourable  conditions  of  weather,  which  was  quite 
summerlike.  It  was  broken  by  smart  downpours  of 
rain,  which  did  not  last  long,  and  had  the  effect  of 
freshening  everything  up,  giving  motion  to  the 
rivers  and  new  life  to  vegetation.  Rodmen  have 
gone  forth  from  townside  in  hundreds  in  order 
to  pursue  their  favourite  pastime,  and  a  good 
many  have  been  rewarded  with  fair  catches  of  trout. 
The  fish  are  plentiful  in  the  best  waters,  and  mostly 
in  fine  condition.  The  weather  is  favourable  to  the 
hatching  of  flies,  and  there  is  an  improving  response 
on  the  part  of  the  trout.  Yorkshire  anglers  will 
doubtless  have  noticed  that  an  angling  case  of  some 
importance  has  been  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and 
Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  in  the  King's  Bench  Division. 
The  case  was  that  of  Stead  v.  Nicholas,  who  raised  the 
question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  to  compel  persons  fishing  for  trout  in  private 
reservoirs  within  the  limits  of  their  fishery  district  to 
take  out  a  licence  from  the  Board.  'The  justices 
dismissed  the  information,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
said  he  was  compelled  to  hold  that  the  justices  were 
right.  The  appeal  must  therefore  be  dismissed,  with 
costs. 
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83  SALMON 

Were  taken  in  One  Season  on  one  of  our  Special  SINGLE  SALMON  GUT  CASTS. 

ALL  OUR  TROUT  &;  SALMON  GUT  CASTS  ARE  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  &  TIED,  AND  APE  GUARANTEED  TO  BE  THE  VERY  FINEST  QUALITY  ONLY  ' 
HIGHEST  CLASS  RODS,  KEELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  &c. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


"glofcs  from  f^e  ilovf^. 

For  the  past  three  weeks  there  has  heen  a  decided 
scarcity  of  fish  coming  inshore.  Whatever  may  be  the 
cause  there  is  a  decided  slump  in  the  salmon  supply 
in  the  meantime,  and  which  may  seriously  affect 
sport  later  on. 


Fishermen  on  the  east  coast  are  alwaj-s  jealous  of 
easterly  winds,  and  especially  north-easters.  This, 
combined  with  "snow-broth,"  "has  driven  the  fish  ofi 
the  coast  for  the  nonce. 


While  salmon  are  scarce,  all  kinds  of  marine  food 
fishes  are  on  the  other  hand  extra  abundant,  and 
during  the  past  week  there  has  been  nothing  but  a 
succession  of  record  beating  at  the  various  ports. 

Situated  from  Aberdeen  about  six  miles  up  the 
banks  of  the  silvery  Dee,  Lord  Provost  Fleming  has 
just  acquired  the  beautiful  residential  estate  of  Dal- 
munzie,  commanding  one  of  the  finest  prospects  in 
the  north  of  Scotland. 


Lord  Strathallan  has  been  having  some  excellent 
sport  on  the  Forss  at  Thurso.  He  had  four  one  day 
from  71b.  to  111b. 


Mrs.  Pickering  had  "  first  blood  "  for  the  season  on 
her  Kincardine  Dee  water  last  week,  and  Miss  Picker- 
ing followed  with  two  others. 


The  people  of  Balmoral  are  to  erect  a  memorial  hall 
in  memory  of  her  late  Majesty ;  but  nothing  will  be 
settled  till  the  King  and  Queen  come  north. 


The  baskets  of  trout  now  being  got  on  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Ugie  are  extremely  good  considering 
the  amount  of  snow-water  still  running.  It  is  some 
two  feet  too  big  yet,  and  the  Dee  is  little  better. 


Dr.  Wilson  has  been  the  most  successful  salmon 
angler  on  the  Deveron,  and  on  Saturday  last  creeled 
two  fine  fresh  run  fish. 


The  smolt  season  will  be  a  late  one.  The  low  reading 
of  the  water  since  the  advent  of  March  will  keep  them 
back,  for,  like  most  other  things  in  nature,  the  tiny 
migrating  salar  depend  much  on  the  vagaries  of  the 
weather  and  the  abundance  or  otherwise  of  the  sun- 
shine. 


Grilse  are  few  and  far  between.  If  the  temperature 
would  now  rise  a  good  few  would  no  doubt  be  found 
in  the  Don,  but  as  yet  only  two  have  put  in  an 
appearance  from  that  quarter  on  the  market  slabs. 

Special  Scotch. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESEEVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the  offices,  12, 
Begent-street,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Alder- 
man Nuthall,  faced  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

There  were  present,  Messrs.  Berry,  Close,  Elsmore, 
Gomm,  Matthews,  Neville,  Woodruff,  and  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  Higgins. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read 
and  confirmed,  it  was  stated  that  the  balance  at  the 
bankers  was  £110,  and  that  no  accounts  were  due  at 
present. 

The  committee  received  with  great  pleasure  a  com- 
munication from  the  private  secretaries  that  his  most 
gracious  majesty  King  Edward  VII.  would  continue  his 
patronage,  and  also  that  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cornwall 
and  York  had  expressed  his  wish  also  to  be  a  patron. 


Furthermore,  his  Majesty  has  expressed  his  desire 
that  the  royal  swans  should  be  reduced  in  number  by 
about  one  himdred,  and  this  fact  will  be  accepted 
with  gratitude  by  the  anglers  of  London  and  the 
environs. 

The  society  has  arranged  for  the  barren  swans  to  be 
taken  off  the  river  during  the  spawning  season,  but 
the  cost  makes  a  serious  inroad  upon  their  income, 
the  charge  this  year  being  £35. 

The  police  authorities  have  most  kindly  agreed  to 
assist  in  aiding  the  society's  keepers  in  watching  the 
river  without  any  charge,  and  this  will  no  doubt  be  of 
great  use  to  the  hard-worked  staff. 

The  attention  of  the  conservators  has  been  called  to 
the  reckless  method  of  cutting  the  boughs,  which  are 
so  necessary  for  the  protection  of  fish  spawn,  particu- 
larly of  that  sporting  fish,  the  perch,  and  a  com- 
munication has  been  addressed  to  them  to  have  the 
cutting  done  on  the  towpath  side  only,  as  the  trees  and 
bushes  on  the  other  side  are  not  only  useful  but 
ornamental,  and  anglers  like  a  little  verdure  and 
shade  in  summer  as  well  as  a  screen  from  wind  in 
winter. 

A  discussion  took  place  about  the  young  salmon  put 
in  the  river  recently.  No  particular  opinion  was 
arrived  at,  but  a  start  (no  doubt  in  connection  with 
the  salmon)  has  been  made  by  the  riparian  owners  on 
the  river  Mole  to  form  an  association  to  protect  their 
rights  (!) 

The  keepers'  report  was  received,  and  they  continue 
to  give  perfect  satisfaction  in  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties.— W.  H.  Elsmore. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 

Monday's  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf.  Several  members  reported  that  the 
Grannom  had  been  up  at  Newbury.  The  rise  had, 
however,  been  jerky  and  intermittent,  and  trout  had 
not  taken.  No  captures  were  recorded  from  either  the 
Kennet  or  Lambourne.  At  Uxbridge  IMr.  G.  Smith 
had  killed  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  14oz.,  but  the  east  wind 
had  kept  fish  down.  Til.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  held  at 
the  ,Jlestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on 
Wednesday  May  1,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed.  The  hon.  secretary  read  reports  from 
the  society's  agents  at  Penzance  and  Southend. 
Mr.  Minchin  mentioned  that  he  had  received 
a  report  from  Looe,  Cornwall,  stating  that  the 
boats  were  now  taking  from  201b.  to  701b.  of  pollock 
from  Jib.  to  61b.  each  (average  about  2^1b),  also 
that  the  mackerel  were  coming  in  and  being  caught. 
Mr.  Norman  had  received  a  report  from  Newhaven 
stating  that  the  fishing  there  is  poorer  than  it  has  been 
for  many  years.  With  reference  to  the  discussion 
which  took  place  at  the  previous  meeting  upon  the 
possibility  of  using  artificial  silk  for  sea  fishing  lines, 
Mr.  Bates  showed  a  specimen  of  the  artificial  silk,  pre- 
pared according  to  the  method  of  the  Marquis  of 
Chardonette,  and  the  result  of  several  experiments 
made  with  it  proved  that  it  is  not  nearly  so  strong 
as  silk,  and,  further,  that  ;•  it  would  be  useless 
for  lines,  as  when  placed  in  water  it  goes  to  a 
pulp.  The  hon.  secretary  said  he  Had  placed  a  speci- 
men of  it  under  the  microscope,  which  showed  that 
the  strands  were  composed  of  from  forty  to  fifty  fibres 
of  varying  thickness,  and  also  confirmed  Mr.  Bates's 
remarks,  that  when  placed  in  water  it  becomes  per- 
fectly rotten.  Mr.  Bates  also  showed  a  line  dressed 
under  a  new  method.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  and  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the 
meeting.— Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  James  Tayler  occupied  the  chair  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  a  good  attend- 
ance of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  gave 
a  very  interesting  reading  on  "  Tuna  Fishing,"  describ- 
mg  the  methods  adopted  for  the  capture  of  this  fish, 
as  well  as  a  relation  of  records  and  many  experiences 
by  anglers  when  fishing  for  these  very  large  specimens. 
Fish  of  from  601b.  to  6001b.  were  talked  of,  the  smash- 
ing of  lines  and  rods,  how  boatman  and  angler  were 
towed  about  hour  after  hour,  and  fish  so  large  that  it 
was  doubtful  if  one  end  could  be  seen  from  the  other. 
Mr.  Eldred  was  accorded  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
for  this  reading,  which,  apart  from  the  anecdotes, 
was,  in  substance,  most  instructive.  The  angler  has 
again  proved  unsuccessful.  On  Saturday  last,  when  a 
number  of  the  members  had  journeyed  down  to  Ches- 
ham,  the  district  was  visited  by  cold  winds,  hail,  rain, 
and  snow,  therefore  heavy  bags  of  trout  could  not  be 
expected,  and,  of  course,  were  not  obtained.  One  heard 
of  an  occasional  rise  to  the  artificial,  but  the  angler  in 
most  oases  was  either  too  surprised  or  benumbed  to 
accept  the  challenge.  Mr.  Hayward  had  some  flat 
fish  from  Leigh,  and  Dr.  Pattersoa  a  trout  from 
private  water.  Mr.  Young  also  had  a  trout.  Mr. 
James  Tayler  will  read  a  paper  on  "Ply  Casting"  on 
May  21.  Next  Tuesday  the  committee  will  meet 
at  6.45. 

James  H.  Walicer,  Hon.  Sec; 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the 
Station  Hotel,  Hertford,  on  Monday,  April  29,  the 
president,  Mr.  W.  Burgess,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  W.  Waller,  vice-president,  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  and  balance-sheet,  said  it  was 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  society  was  not  receiving 
the  support  of  the  anglers  of  the  district  such  as  it 
deserved.  During  the  time  of  its  prosperity  the  society 
had  spent  a  large  amount  in  stocking  the  waters  with 
trout,  the  effect  of  which  was  now  apparent,  as  there 
were  more  trout  to  be  seen  in  the  rivers  than  had  been 
the  case  for  many  years.  The  reason  of  the  declining 
interest  was  that  for  several  years  past  the  streams, 
not  only  in  this  district,  but  all  over  the  country,  had 
been  in  the  worst  possible  condition  for  fishing ;  the 
long  dry  summers  kept  the  water  low  and  bright ; 
consequently  the  trout  were  not  taken,  and  anglers 
were  disappointed.  The  present  season  looked  some- 
what more  favourable  so  far ;  there  was  more  water 
cominCT  down  and  better  prospect  of  sport.  He  trusted 
that  their  old  friends  would  not  desert  them,  but 
enable  the  committee  to  reinstate  the  society  in  its 
former  position.  Mr.  W.  G.  Garratt  seconded  the 
motion,  and,  in  endorsing  the  remarks  of  the  vice- 
president,  said  the  fish  certainly  were  there,  and 
favourable  weather  and  water  were  all  that  were 
necessary  to  take  them.  Mr.  W.  Burgess  was  re- 
elected president,  Mr.  W.  Waller  vice-president,  and  ' 
Mr.  Henry  Smith,  of  the  Station  Hotel,  hon.  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  balance-sheet  showed  a  surplus 
in  favour  of  the  society  of  £1  18s.  5d.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 

W.  Waller. 

HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  For  the  cure  of  debility,  also  liver  and 
stomach  complaints,  this  inappreciable  medicine  is  so  well  known 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the  cures  performed  Ijy  Its  use 
are  so  wonderful,  that  it  now  stands  pre-eminent  aljove  all  other 
remedies,  more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  bilious  and  liver 
complaints,  disorders  of  the  stomach,  dropsy,  and  debilitated 
constitution.  The  lienefleial  effects  of  the  P'iUs  are  so  lasting 
that  the  whole  system  is  renewed,  the  organs  of  digestion 
strengthened,  and  a  free  respiration  promoted.  They  expel  from 
the  secretive  organs  the  morbid  matter  which  produces  inflam- 
mation, pain,  fever,  debility,  and  physical  decay,  thus  annihilat- 
ing, by  their  purifying  properties,  the  virulence  of  the  most 
painful  and  devastating  diseases. 
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NORTHEEN  AifGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


NoETHEEN  anglers  will  leani  with  regret  of  the 
death  of  their  esteemed  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  F. 
Wallwork,  who  was  interred  at  Worsley  on  May  1. 

He  had  not  been  in  good  health  of  late,  and  in  the 
hope  of  improvement  he  journeyed  to  Ireland  about 
three  weeks  ago  for  a  fishing  holiday.  He,  however, 
became  seriously  unwell,  and  was  with  difficulty 
removed  to  his  residence,  the  Oldhams,  near  Bolton, 
where  he  expired  on  April  27  from  an  attack  of 
pneumonia. 

An  all-round  sportsman  and  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
his  opinion  was  accepted  as  that  of  an  authority.  His 
services  as  arbitrator  and  valuer  of  fishing  rights  were 
frequently  sought,  and  he  was  ever  ready  to  assist  in 
providing  sport  for  working-men  anglers. 

The  Bolton  Association  owes  him  a  heavy  debt  of 
gratitude  for  many  valuable  fishing  privileges  obtained 
largely  through  his  efiorts  and  influence. 

T.  W.  Redfoed,  Hon.  Sec. 


Covteeponbence* 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


AMERICAN  AND  ENGLISH  METHODS  OF 
CASTING  BAITS. 

Dear  Sie, — Besides  a  few  rambling  remarks  on 
bait-casting  tackle  which  I  am  induced  to  write  by 
having  read  Mr.  Emery's  very  interesting  paper, 
"  Casting  from  the  Nottingham  Reel,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  19,  and  which  I  hope  may  not  be  too 
late  to  be  of  interest,  I  wish  to  correct  one  of  his 
statements  which  no  doubt  was  made  in  error.  Where 
reference  is  made  to  some  of  the  record  casts  made 
from  the  reel  he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "  a  greater 
distance  was  cast  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wood  at  New  York  on 
May  26,  1887,  but  in  this  case  it  was  made  in  the 
Thames  style  and  not  from  the  reel." 

I  attended  every  tournament  held  in  Manhattan, 
New  York  City,  and  saw  Mr.  Wood  cast  at  the  time 
referred  to,  and  never  saw  him  or  any  other  contestant 
cast  a  bait  in  any  way  other  than  direct  from  the  reel. 
By  bait  I,  of  course,  mean  a  sinker,  or,  as  was  used  in 
the  last  tournament  in  the  single-handed  Joz.  contest, 
a  rubber  frog  of  the  exact  weight. 

Over  here  we  must  have  a  lot  to  learn  about  rods 
and  reels  for  this  method  of  easting,  or  else  the  anglers 
on  your  side  of  the  water  have  much  to  learn  from  us. 

The  tackle  Mr.  Emery  describes  is  entirely  diSerent 
from  anyl  have  seen  used,  and  yet  may  be  more  effective 
there  than  ours  would  be,  but  I  can  hardly  realise  it. 
It  is  intended  no  doubt  for  fresh  water,  and  if  so  why 
rods  of  ten  feet  to  thirteen  feet  and  sinkers  or  baits  of 
2^02.  weight  should  be  necessary  I  cannot  understand. 
There  maj'  be  times  here  when  a  large  frog  of  perhaps 
nearly  2Joz.  has  to  be  used  for  the  want  of  a  smaller 
and  lighter  one,  and  even  then  we  manage  to  cast  it 
with  our  shorter  and  probably  lighter  rods. 

Commenting  on  Mr.  Emery's  paper,  "  The  Boston 
Tiiitem,"  ya.  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  26,  states  that  he 
"has  yet  to  see  the  angler  who  can  cast  a  light, 
unleaded  quill  minnow  from  the  reel." 

I  have  been  trying  for  years  to  perfect  tackle  with 
which  to  cast  a  similar  light  bait,  and  imagine  that 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  this  method  of  fresh 
water  fishing  are  striving  for  the  same  goal.  So  far 
the  weight  necessary  for  me  to  cast  is  now  reduced 
nearly  one-half.  To  be  exact,  I  have  just  weighed  the 
smallest  minnows  I  use  in  actual  fishing ;  one  is  a 
quill  and  weighs  seven-sixteenths  of  an  ounce,  the 
other  a  Blue  and  Silver  Brown's  Phantom  No.  5  and 
weighs  three-eighths  of  an  ounce  ;  both  are  leaded. 

Sometimes  frogs  probably  as  light  as  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce  have  to  be  used,  and  can  be  cast  but  not  very 
far,  three-eighths  of  an  ounce  seeming  to  be  about  the 
minimum  weight  to  oast  with  any  comfort. 

The  guides  are  a  very  important  factor,  and  what 
Mr.  Emery  says  of  them  is  corroborated  by  my  own 
experience. 

The  rod  I  have  used  some  years  is  a  split-bamboo, 
made  by  H.  L.  Leonard,  in  two  pieces,  with  independent 
handle  twelve  inches  long,  with  reel  seat  in  the  centre, 
leaving  a  grasp  above  and  below  the  reel.  Total  length, 
an  eighth  and  two-twelfths  of  a  foot ;  weight,  seven 
ounces.    The  butt  and  tip  are  of  equal  length. 

First  guide  is  of  very  light  agate,  with  hole  five- 
sixteenths  of  an  inch.  The  other  five  guides  are  metal, 
and  hole  in  the  smallest  is  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
Agate  top,  with  hole  five-sixteenths  of  an  inch,  or 
same  as  the  first  guide. 

The  top  agate  is  mounted  up  above  the  level  of  the 
rod  to  allow  the  line  to  run  straight  through. 

Most  anglers  here  who  fish  much  in  this  way  now 
use  rods  shorter  than  the  one  just  described,  from  six 
to  seven  feet  being  the  popular  lengths  and  of  course 
light  in  proportion.  For  casting  overhead,  that  is, 
straight  away,  holding  the  rod  up  as  one  holds  a  fly 
rod,  these  shorter  lengths  seem  to  be  absolutely 


necessary.  This  was  the  method  used  by  every  con- 
testant in  the  half-ounce  rubber  frog  single-handed 
contest  at  the  last  tournament  at  Maddison  Square 
Gardens,  Manhattan,  New  York. 

Reel,  aluminium,  every  beai  ing  jewelled,  multiplies 
two  and  a  half  times.  Holds  about  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  feet  of  fine  line,  like  sample  enclosed. 

The  sinker  attached  to  the  small  sample  of  line 
weighs  a  trifle  less  than  ono-tliirty-secondof  an  ounce, 
yet  it  is  more  than  heavy  enough  to  pull  the  line  by 
its  own  weight  directly  ofl  the  reel. 

This  was  the  test  agreed  on  when  Mr.  Ed.  Vom 
Hofe,  of  New  York  City,  undertook  to  build  the  reel. 

He  made  three  different  aluminium  handles  before 
sufficiently  reducing  the  inertia  to  be  overcome  by  so 
light  a  v^eight.  Terms  to  indicate  sizes  of  lines  vary 
so  here  that  I  cannot  designate  the  size  of  this  sample 
clearer  than  size  H,  and  that  probably  does  not  mean 
anything.  However,  you  can  see  the  sample  and  test 
its  strength. 

Here  many  anglers,  I  among  them,  place  the  reel 
with  the  handle  on  the  left  when  the  rod  is  held  with 
the  guides  on  top. 

The  cast  is  made  with  the  rod  in  that  position  with 
the  right  hand  alone,  the  thumb  controlling  the  reel. 
The  instant  the  bait  drops  in  the  water  the  rod  is 
changed  to  the  left  hand  which  grasps  the  rod  handle 
above  the  reel,  and  brings  the  reel  and  guides  under- 
neath and  the  handle  of  the  reel  to  the  right  side. 

The  right  hand  then  winds  in  the  line,  which  passes 
through  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  which  at  the 
same  time  distributes  the  line  as  evenly  as  possible  on 
the  reel  spool. 

With  a  little  practice  this  'is  done  automatically, 
and  seldom  any  thought  given  to  the  operation,  the 
angler's  eyes  and  attention  being  all  the  time  on  the 
bait,  and  ready  for  the  strike  which  sometimes  comes. 

By  Mr.  Emery's  description  of  his  method  of  making 
the  cast  from  the  reel  I  could  not  determine  if  at  the 
time  the  guides  are  to  be  on  top  or  under. 

No  doubt  but  he  uses  two  hands  when  making  the 
cast.  Now  here,  for  fresh-water  or  light-bait  casting, 
one  hand  only  is  supposed  to  be  used.  Both  hands, 
of  course,  may  be  necessary  for  such  weight  as  he 
mentions,  of  from  one-and-three-quarter  ounces  to 
two-and-a-half  ounces,  but  here  such  casting  is  classed 
as  heavy  salt-water  or  surf  casting,  and  then  the  rods 
used  are  usually  quite  heavy  and  between  only  six  feet 
and  eight  feet  in  length,  and  reels  to  hold  from  six 
hundred  to  nine  hundred  feet  of  twisted  linen  line. 
Such  tackle  is  considered  about  right  for  tarpon  or 
tuna.  Casting  with  guides  on  top,  and  winding  in 
and  playing  a  fish  with  them  underneath,  equalises 
the  strain  on  the  rod  and  adds  greatly  to  its  life. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  know  the  record  casts 
with  half-ounce  sinker  made  over  there  from  the  reel 
with  one  hand.  If  I  remember  correctly  the  longest 
cast  made  here  with  one  hand  with  half-ounce  sinker 
was  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet  made  at  one  of 
our  tournaments  at  Central  Park. — -Yours  very  truly, 

C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn. 


A  FEW  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  who  signs 
himself  "  Salmo,"  we  beg  to  say  that  Mr.  Geen's 
patent  phantom  and  spoon  has  stood  the  test  of  actual 
work,  and  has  killed  many  a  good  salmon  both  in 
Scotland  and  in  Norway.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
imagine  a  better  bait,  as  it  combines  both  the  advan- 
tages of  the  spoon  and  the  phantom  with  none  of  their 
disadvantages.  We  should  strongly  advise  your  corre- 
spondent to  get  one  and  try  it  the  next  time  he  fishes 
for  salmon. 

In  reference  to  query  No.  2,  the  ring-mounted 
Devon  is  made  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Of 
course  the  ring  is  increased  in  strength  according  to 
the  size  of  bait.  In  no  case  have  we  ever  heard  of  a 
ring  breaking  from  striking  a  fish. 

With  regard  to  query  No.  3 — "Devons."  We  make 
them  not  only  fat,  but  thin,  and  oval,  and  some  are 
made  quite  flat  on  each  side. 

Query  No.  4—"  Hercules  Rustproof  Wire  Gimp." 
This  is  the  very  best  material  for  making  spinning 
traces  for  salmon,  and  is  also  used  for  mounting 
Devons  as  he  suggests.  It  is  found  in  actual  wear  to 
last  five  to  ten  times  longer  than  gut.  Of  course  it 
requires  carefully  drying  after  using.  The  above 
articles  can  be  obtaiaed  from  any  good  fishing  tackle 
dealer  in  England  or  Wales,  As  we  see  he  gives  his 
address  as  North  Wales,  we  would  suggest  he  applies 
to  any  dealer  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  if  imable  to 
get  our  goods  we  shall  be  pleased  to  put  him  into 
communication  with  a  dealer  within  a  few  miles  of 
his  residence  wherever  that  might  be. — We  are,  yours 
truly,  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 

Standard  Works,  Redditch. 


ITCHEN  RIVER  NOTES. 
Deae  Sie, — The  little  fishing  already  done  this  year 
on  the  Itchen  promises  well  for  the  present  season. 
One  rod  on  the  12th  inst.  landed  five-and-a-half  brace  of 
beautiful  trout  (real  old-fashioned  brown  river  trout), 
averaging  a  good  1  Jib.  Again  on  the  13th  inst.  the  same 


rod  had  nine  brace  of  rather  heavier  fish,  and  on  17th 
inst.  seven  brace.  Since  dates  named  the  wind  has 
been  straight  down  stream,  but  some  good  baskets 
have  been  obtained. 

The  steady  stocking  of  this  stream  by  the  Itchen 
River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment  is  showing  good 
results  on  the  Worthys  water,  and  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  some  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Itchen  below 
Bishopstoke  have  been  stocked  lately  with  brown  river 
trout. 

A  larger  number  of  pike  than  usual  have  been  killed 
on  the  Worthy's  water  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
Trimmering  accounted  for  some  of  the  biggest  fish. 
Three  weeks  ago  a  pike  of  161b.  was  killed  in  the  com- 
paratively shallow  reaches  near  Alresford.  I  located 
the  beast  by  seeing  him  strike  at  a  moorhen. 

A  rainbow  trout  of  2Jlb.  was  taken  in  the  Worthys 
water  this  winter  on  spinning  tackle,  and  despite  the 
stout  trace  and  powerful  pike  rod  made  a  great  fight  for 
liberty. 

The  Light  Olive  is  hatching  out  freely  now,  but 
rising  fish  fancy  Pope's  Green  Nondescript  as  well  as 
any  other  pattern  of  fly. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Valentine  Coerie. 

Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 


GREEN  DRAKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Deae  Sie, — My  advice  to  "  F.  H.  C."  is  to  go  with 
his  chum  to  Oughterard,  and  there  fish  Lough  Corrib, 
which  is  free  to  all  comers.  I  was  there  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  Drake  fishing  last  season,  and  found 
Oughterard  afforded  excellent  sport  and  accommoda- 
tion, combined  with  charges  within  the  limits  of  the 
poorest  of  our  craft.  Having  moved  on  there  from 
the  Westmeath  lakes,  where  a  fortnight's  Green 
Drake  "  dapping"  cost  two  of  us  £40,  I  was  admirably 
housed  and  fed  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Oughterard,  for 
6s.  per  day.  It  is  true  that  1  paid,  in  addition,  more 
than  the  proper  price  for  my  boat  and  man,  and  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  said  man  was  not  always  sober. 
But  the  proprietor  of  the  Railway  Hotel  had  no  voice 
in  the  engagement  of  either  boat  or  man.  If  "  F.  H.  C." 
will  write  to  Mr.  T.  Fahy  Naughton,  who  owns 
the  hotel  above  referred  to,  he  may  rely  upon  receiving 
every  attention.  As  a  rule  the  Green  Drake  fishing  in 
Ireland  is  being  exjiloited.  Oughterard,  on  Corrib,  is 
a  bit  off  the  beaten  track,  and  the  extra  distance  is 
amply  compensated  for,  not  only  in  sport,,  but  in 
reasonable  charges.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


PERCH  IN  SEA- WATER. 

Deae  Sie, — Re  my  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  2  as  to  the  existence  of  freshwater  perch  in  the 
Baltic,  I  had  not  intended  to  write  you  further  hereon, 
but  your  editorial  footnote  seemed  to  indicate  a  con- 
fusion with  the  bass. 

The  interesting  letter  of  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Wiesmann,  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  27  however, 
impels  me  to  say  that  I  referred  the  matter  to  my 
friend,  Mr.  H.  P.,  of  Copenhagen,  who  fished  the  Baltic 
for  many  years  when  resident  in  Kiel.  He  wrote 
(freely  translated) : — ■ 

"Perch,  identical  with  the  perch  of  the  rivers  and 
lakes  of  Schleswig-Holstein,  are  found  round  the  piers 
and  piles  of  Kiel  Harbour  all  the  summer.  I  have 
not  only  killed  them,  but  also  eaten  them.  They 
appear  a  little  colder  in  colouring  however  than  their 
fellows  of  the  rivers  and  lakes.  It  did  not  strike  me 
to  note  what  they  feed  upon  in  salt  water,  but  I  caught 
them  with  mussel  bait.    They  do  not  bite  freely." 

The  matter  seems  now  to  be  beyond  doubt. — Yours 
truly,  Seehund. 

Hamburg. 


SWANS  AND  SALMON. 

Deae  Sie, — I  feel  sure  that  the  London  anglers 
will  be  thankful  to  note  that  his  most  gracious 
Majesty  has  given  his  command  for  the  removal  of 
about  half  the  royal  swans  from  the  Thames,  but 
they  would  be  still  further  thankful  to  hear  that  the 
two  City  companies  had  followed  his  royal  example. 

These  ornamental,  but  otherwise  useless,  birds  are 
apparently  uncared  for  all  the  year,  except  during  the 
fence  months,  when  the  barren  ones  (of  which  I  wish 
there  were  more)  are  pampered  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  general  body  of  anglers,  and  which  the  ungrateful 
waterfowl  repay  by  annojing  them  whilst  quietly 
fishing  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  T.A.P.S.  has  this  year  to  disburse  the  sum  of 
£'35  upon  these  barren  swans,  nearly  all  of  which 
comes  out  of  the  pockets  of  working-men  anglers,  and 
which  not  only  pays  for  expenses,  but  goes  a  long  way 
to  providing  sundry  officials  for  a  little  holiday  whilst 
"  swan  hopping." 

As  to  the  doubtful  experiment  of  putting  salmon  in 
the  Thames,  no  sooner  have  some  well-meaning  people 
started  the  business  at  their  own  expense  than  they  find 
others  ready  enough  to  use  them  as  cat's-paws,  and  to 
benefit  by  their  trouble  and  experience  at  no  cost  to 
themselves,  and  who  are  delighted  to  "  call  the  tune 
and  let  who  likes  pay  the  piper." — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 

Brundall,  Norwich, 
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NETS  AT  WYE  ESTUAEYj  (HEREFORDSHIRE). 

Deae  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  whether  it  is  correct  that  the  nets  at  the  estuary 
of  the  Herefordshire  Wye  have  been  purchased  for 
removal,  and  if  so  when  they  are  likely  to  be  of! 
Yours  truly,  G.  D.  Taylob. 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  LEA. 
Deae  Sib,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  oblige 
by  giving  some  information  on  the  following  points  ? 
Where  is  the  best  trout  fishing  on  the  Lea  or  tribu- 
taries ?  Are  the  trout  to  be  caught  with  the  artificial 
fly  ?    How  can  fishing  be  obtained  ?— Yours  truly, 

"  A  New  Readbe." 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLANDS. 
Deae  Sie, — I  should  be  very  grateful  for  any  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  Shetlands  in  July,  more  par- 
ticularly as  to  climate,  fishing  prospects,  the  best 
place  to  make  for,  and  if  good  quarters  are  possible. — 
Yours  very  truly,  j.  T. 


PLAYING  FISH  WITH  LINE, UN  HAND. 
Sie, — I  thank  you  for  inserting  the  letter  of  mine 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week.  Your  answer  to  my 
query  was  not  satisfactory  ;  it  was  far  too  vague.  You 
said  that  the  line  must  be  got  back  again  to  the  reel 
as  soon  as  possible.    But  how  is  this  to  be  done  when 
one  hand  is  engaged  in  holding  the  line  and  the  other 
the  rod  ?   Your  correspondent,  "  Old  Angler,"  attempts 
to  deal  with  the  subject  and  fails  signally,  inasmuch 
as  he  does  not  say  at  all  Jiow  the  fish  is  played.  He 
appears  to  differ  from  your  view  about  getting  the  line 
on  the  reel.    He  says  the  fish  must  be  played  by  hand. 
Yes,  quite  so,  but  how  is  it  done  ?    That  is  what  I  am 
after.    I  agree  with  him  to  a  certain  extent  about  the 
check  reel  when  playing  a  fish,  but  I  should  imagine 
that  no  sane  person  would  attempt  to  cast  from  the 
reel  with  a  check.    I  think  "  Old  Angler  "  has  made 
some  mistake  here.    Anyway  that  is  quite  aparu  from 
the  question  under  discussion.    The  question  is,  How 
is  the  line  got  in  ?  -It  will  run  out  easily  if  you  let 
the  fish  take  it  I  know.    Of  course,  if  I  had  seen  these 
old  anglers  of  fifty  years  ago  playing  their  fish  by  hand 
I  should  never  have  had  occasion  to  write  to  you  on 
the  question.     I  am  seeking  knowledge,   and  not 
picking  the  Thames  style  of  spinning  to  pieces.    I  do 
not  care  for  the  style  adopted  by  "  Old  Angler  "  in  his 
letter  ;  it  scarcely  seems  friendly.    I  should  say  that 
a  person  who  continually  gets  his  line  round  the 
spindle  of  his  winch  is  nothing  but  a  bungler  pure  and 
simple.    I  have  used  different  t\-pes  of  winches,  and 
find  that  the  sort  with  bars  (Slater's  patent)  is  most 
suitable,  and  certainly  far  in  advance  of  the  plain 
winch.   Well,  so  much  for  "Old  Angler."   He  has  aired 
his  views,  and  wandered  around  until  he  has  lost  sight 
of  the  subject  of  discussion,  and  has  absolutely  failed 
to  throw  any  light  whatever  upon  it.    In  contrast  to 
this  we  have  the  name  of  a  thorough  sportsman  brought 
forward — Mr.  Jardine  to  wit.    Mr.  Jardine,  who  is  one 
of  the  finest  authorities  that  ever  threw  a  bait,  does 
not  write  in  this  aggressive  and  dictatorial  style ;  he 
simply  says  that  he  will  tell  us  how  the  thing  is  done. 
That  is  what  we  want.     An  expert  will  give  his 
valuable  opinion  to  his  more  ignorant  brothers  of  the 
rod,  and  let  them  thus  profit  by  his  experience.    I  am 
anxiously  awaiting  Mr.  Jardine's  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.—Yonis.  truly,  Feank  Mason. 

Deae.  Sie,— I  think  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the 
fisherman.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  a  fish  could 
pot  be  played  with  the  hand  as  with  a  rod.  I  know 
in  sea  fishing  I  have  very  often  played  and  brought  to 
landing-net  pollock  of  81b.  to  101b.  entirely  with  the 
hand,  when  I  have  been  using  single  gut.  Several  of 
our  old  sea  fishermen  do  the  same,  and  a  little  practice 
enables  you  to  know  exactly  what  strain  you  are 
putting  on. — Y'ours  truly, 

William  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.) 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

A  FEW  QUERIES. 

Deab  Sie,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  Salmo,"  as  the  original  inventors  of  the  "  Devon 
minnow,"  will  you  allow  us  to  say  that  we  make  them 
all  shapes,  and  within  the  last  few  years  have  made 
a  squashed  or  flat  pattern  that  does  not  spin  so  dead, 
but  with  a  wobble,  and  is  also  more  taking.  With 
regard  to  the  tracings  and  the  mountings,  we  always 
mount  our  side-hooks  on  gimp ;  it  does  not  fray  like 
gut.— Yours  truly,  W.  Heaedee  &  Son. 

Plymouth.  

GUT  V.  HAIR. 

Deae  Sie,— In  reply  to  "  E.  H.  B."  hair  lines  such 
as  he  refers  to  are  made  by  machinery  from  a  class  of 
hair  known  in  the  trade  as  "  Paris  hair."  This,  of 
course,  is  unpicked,  and  good  and  bad  go  in  together. 
We  make  a  hand-made  double-tapered  hair  line  thirty 
yards  in  length  at  10s.  6d.,  and  in  these,  of  course, 
every  hair  is  selected.  In  using  these  lines  it  is 
always  wiser  to  use  the  ordinary  loose  rings,  the  snake 
rings  cut  these  lines  so. — Yours  truly,' 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.        J.  E.  Milleb. 


FISHING  THE  WHITTADER. 

Deae  Sib,— I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  let  me  know  of  a  good  centre 
to  fish  the  Whittader  and  if  wading  is  necessary,  and 
any  information  such  as  hotel,  etc.,  will  be  greatly 
esteemed  by  yours  truly,  e_  x. 

Brighton. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 
Deae  Sie,— As  an  old  subscriber  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I-  would  feel  obliged  for  the  following  infor- 
mation on  clear  water  worm  fishing,  namely :— I 
find  when  attaching  some  worms,  especially  lively 
blue  heads  on  to  Stewart's  three-hook  tackle,  the  worm 
frequently  wriggles  so  much  that  it  entangles  itself  in 
the  hooks,  thereby  making  a  sort  of  ball  from  which 
it  cannot  unwind  itself,  and  as  a  bait  seems  useless. 
Kindly  say  if  there  is  any  way  in  which  it  should  be 
hooked  on  so  as  to  prevent  this,  and  oblige  Yours 
faithfully,  Enquieee. 

HOW  TO  PRESERVE  PRAWNS. 

Deab  Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  kindly  give  me  the  best  recipe  to  preserve 
prawns  so  that  they  will  keep  a  brilliant  red  for  a 
length  of  time  ?— Yours  truly,      Feank  W.  Jeffs. 

Oxford. 


PAINT  FOR  FLOATS,  ETC. 

Deae  Sie,— If  "  Amateur"  will  try  "Hedge  Sparrows' 
Egg  Blue  "  enamel  made  by  Aspinall's,  I  think  he  will 
find  it  a  splendid  colour  for  floats.  My  sight  is  very 
bad,  and  I  have  experimented  with  all  shades  of 
colour  and  found  it  the  best  at  all  times  both  in  the 
glare  of  the  sun  or  dusk  of  the  evening. 

Can  you  or  any  reader  give  me  a  hint  how  to  keep  a 
minnow  down  when  live  baiting  ?  I  usually  fish  from 
eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  deep  with  shot  or  small 
bullet  six  or  eight  inches  above  the  bait  and  float  on 
top  of  all.  The  minnow  is  usually  hooked  through 
the  back  fin,  as  it  plays  better  that  way.  When  a  fish 
IS  hungry  and  takes  the  bait  recklessly  it  is  all  right, 
but  when  suspicious  he  comes  slowly  and  the  minnow 
rushes  up  to  the  surface  and  he  follows  slowly,  looks 
at  the  gut  (which  is  quite  visible  on  top  of  the  water), 
the  shot,  and  the  float,  which  is  creating  a  disturbance 
and  is  on  its  side,  catches  my  eye,  no  matter  how  well 
I  am  hidden,  and  departs.  It  is  wonderful  what  a 
heavy  weight  even  a  small  minnow  can  raise,  and  of 
course  you  cannot  have  a  very  heav-y  one  on.  Is  there 
any  way  of  keeping  the  minnow  down,  or  do  you  just 
have  to  put  up  with  its  antics  ?— Yours  truly, 

C.  F.  S. 


THREATENED  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 
GRAYLING  IN  THE  KENNET 
(HUNGERFORD). 
Deae  Sie, — I  can  thoroughly  sympathise  with  the 
feelings  of  "Gnome"  at  the  prospect  of  the  exterm- 
ination of  grayling  in  the  river  Kennet.    When  there 
are  so  few  rivers  in  the  South  of  England  where  this 
game  fish  thrives  it  seems  a  great  pity  to  reduce  their 
number. 

Like  yourself  I  very  much  doubt  whether  grayling 
do  any  injury  whatever  to  crayfish,  but  this  I  know  for 
a  fact,  crayfish  play  great  havoc  among  fish  eggs  and 
even  very  young  fish.  I  don't  quite  understand  what 
is  meant  by  the  word  extermination  in  the  instance  in 
point.  Extermination  and  destruction  are  generally 
used  as  synonymous  terrns. 

Years  ago  the  proportion  of  the  populace  which  took 
an  interest  in  river  and  lake  fishing  was  quite  an 
insignificant  factor.  Wholesale  destruction  of  fish  was 
quite  legitimate.  Nowadays,  when  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  anglers,  the  wanton  destruction  of  fish 
(which,  if  preserved  and  transferred  to  other  waters, 
would  give  keen  pleasure  to  many)  would  be  regarded 
as  a  selfish  and  unsportsmanlike  act. 

If  our  section  of  the  Mole  was  not  so  infested  by 
pike  I  would  make  a  bid  for  these  grayling  myself. 
But  under  the  circumstances  I  realise  that  to  introduce 
any  trout  or  grayling  into  this  part  of  the  Mole  would 
be  trouble  and  money  wasted. 

But  surely  there  are  many  riparian  owners  and 
lessees  in  the  South  of  England  who  would  be  glad 
to  make  aii  offer  for  these  grayling  if  the  Kennet 
authorities  persist  in  their  determination  to  exter- 
minate these  fish.  The  Hampshire  Avon  is  well  suited 
for  this  kind  of  fish ;  as  for  the  Test  different  views 
have  been  expressed  concerning  its  suitability  as  a 
grayling  stream.— Yours  faithfully, 

Surrey.  Feank  Cushny. 


HOTEL  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Sib,— Would  any  of  your  readers  kindlv  inform  me 
through  your  columns  where  one  can  get  pretty  good 
fishing  by  staying  at  an  hotel  in  Norway,  either  trout 
or  salmon,  and  with  or  without  charge  ?— Yours  truly, 

•   B 

TROUT  OR  SALMON  PARR. 
Dear  Sir,— Travelling  from  Peebles  to  Glast^ow 
last  week  some  fishermen  came  into  the  train"  at 
btobo  During  the  journey  conversation  naturally 
turned  on  fishing.  I  enquired  how  they  had  got  on. 
borne  had  twelve,  some  had  fifteen,  one  had  thirty 
and  so  on.  I  was  shown  five  baskets.  On  the  baskets 
being  opened,  there  was  about  half-a-dozeu  trout 
among  the  lot ;  the  rest  of  the  fish  were  salmon  parr  ! 
Are  there  no  keepers  or  water  bailiffs  to  examine  the 
baskets  and  put  down  such  conduct?  No  wonder 
Tweed  fishing  is  so  poor.  I  sincerely  hope  something 
will  be  done  soon.— Yours  truly,  "  Blue  Iron  " 
Motherwell. 


Sir,— The  remarks  in  a  letter  from  a  correspondent 
signed  "  Gnome,"  with  reference  to  the  destruction  of 
the  grayling  in  the  Kennet,  are  ill-advised  and  without 
authority.  The  lessees  have  no  intention  of  interfering 
with  the  grayling  this  season. — Yours  truly, 

Hungerford  Fishery.  "R.  H.  Barker. 


FISHING  AT  BRIXHAM,  SOUTH  DEVON. 
Dear  Sir,- In  reply  to  your  correspondent  G.  M. 
I^orbes,  he  will  find  no  trout  fishing  at  Brixham  for 
within  twenty  or  thirty  miles.  But  there  is  plenty  of 
^^^^  fishing-mackerel,  pollack,  whiting,  cod,  conger, 
and  flatfish.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  hkn  any  infor 
mation  if  he  communicates  with  me.— Yours  truly, 
.  William  Heabder  (B.S.A.s!) 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

CAN  OLD  GUT  BE  REJUVENATED'^ 
SiE,— It  is  to  be  hoped  that  "  G.  T.'s  "  suggestive 
letter  m  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  20  will  elicit 
much  valuable  information  on  the  subject  of  gut  I 
have  often  tried  to  make  use  of  old  gut,  apparently 
sound  but  really  so  brittle  as  to  be  useless  I  have 
tried  long  steeping  in  cold  and  warm  water,  nearly  up 
to  boiUng  point,  but  found  though  pliancy  was 
restored  elasticity  was  not.  The  surface  fibres  frayed 
up  readily,  and  strength  remained  absent ;  besides,  the 
gut  became  again  quickly  stiff  and  brittle. 

I  have  heard  of  glycerine  being  used  in  the  case  of  the 
celebrated  Hercules  casts,  and  also  have  seen  reference 
to  gut  being  boiled.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
if  the  use  of  a  two  or  three  per  cent,  solution  of 
formalin  would  toughen  gut  as  it  does  minnows,  or  if 
gut  could  be  rendered  tough  as  paper  can,  and  in  what 
way.  There  is  a  kind  of  wrapping  paper  now  largely 
used  which  is  tough  and  translucent,  and  extremely 
sensitive  to  water,  expanding  and  contracting  enorm- 
ously as  I  found  on  trying  to  colour  a  tracing  for 
which  it  was  used.  If  the  treatment  applied  in 
making  this  paper  were  applicable  to  gut  this  might 
gam  much  by  the  operation.  It  would  also  be 
desirable  to  know  how  good  gut  can  be  preserved. 
Could  it  be  bottled  as  kid  gloves  are  in  India,  with  or 
without  a  preserving  solution,  and  if  any  of  what  kind? 

As  to  knots  for  gut  lines,  I  lately  sent  you  a  sample 
of  attachment  giving  a  straight  pull,  a  cross  between 
knotting  and  lapping,  which  I  have  found  effective. 
Elasticity  in  both  silk  and  gut  lines  is  a  point  of  great 
importance.  If  unbleached  silk  possesses  this  it  must 
be  best. — Yours  truly,  a.  B.  W. 

[Good  gut  is  so  cheap  now  that  it  would  seem  to'be 
unwise  to  waste  time  in  trying  to  restore  virtue  to  gut 
which  has  perished,  or  become  untrustworthy  in  any 
way.  If  gut  is  kept  carefully  from  damp  and  light  we 
believe  it  will  keep  perfectly  good  for  many  years. 
Waterproof  paper  of  an  orange  colour  is  as  good  as 
anything  for  keeping  gut  in.  Orange  or  red  keeps  out 
the  light  rays. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  DRESS  SILK  LINES. 
Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  how  to  dress  plaited  silk  lines  with  paraffin 
wax  ? — Yours  faithfully,  p.  Hudson. 


PIKE  AS  FOOD  FOR  RAINBOWS  AND 
BROWN  TROUT. 
Deae  Sir,— In  your  "  Occasional  Notes  "  of  April 
20,  I  notice  with  interest  the  old  recipe  which 
advocates  the  use  of  prepared  pike  as  bait. 

I  have  been  lately  engaged  at  odd  times  at  our 
fishery  in  cleaning  out  the  pike  from  our  length  of  the 
river,  and  these  have  been  fed  to  the  rainbows  and  browu 
trout  after  passing  through  the  mincing  machine. 

Of  course,  we  do  not  get  nearly  sufficient  to  form  the 
whole  diet  of  these  fish,  nor  would  this  be  desirable  • 
but  the  change  of  food  seems  beneficial,  and  botli 
varieties  seem  to  take  great  delight  in  such  a  victory 
over  all  that  is  left  of  their  foe. 

From  the  stomach  of  a  small  pikel  recently  took  the 
partially  digested  remains  of  a  good-sized  crayfish,  and 
was  rather  surprised  that  such  an  uncomfortable  form 
of  food  should  be  preferred  in  a  stream  where  minnows 
and  frj'  abound. 

Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Mason,  asks  how  a  heavy 
fish  should  be  played  on  being  hooked,  with  a  length  of 
the  casting  line  on  the  ground  or  coiled  in  the  left 
hand.  My  own  method  of  procedure  mider  these 
circumstances  is  to  back  away  from  the  river  bank, 
preferably  down  stream,  until  the  slack  line  is  all 
taken  up,  still  keeping  the  pressure  on  the  fish,  when 
it  can  be  played  as  usual.  Owing  to  obstructions,  this 
is  not  always  possible,  and  in  that  case  I  am  afraid  I 
trust  to  luck  to  get  in  the  slack. — Yours  truly, 

"  Bent  Pin," 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SUMMEE  ANGLING  PKOSPECTS. 


With  the  advent  of  May  the  spring  season  is 
usually  at  an  end,  and  till  the  summer  grilse  come 
away  in  force,  the  prospects  of  sport,  however  good 
they  may  be,  may  remain  as  they  are,  but  at  least  will 
not  get  better.  From  the  middle  of  February  till  now 
the  one  drawback  to'the  season  has  been  the  weather. 
Always  an  uncertain  article  to  reckon  with,  and  an 
unknown  quantity  at  the  best,  this  spring  it  has 
put  all  others  in  the  shade  for  its  vagaries  and 
eccentricities,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fine  open 
months  of  December  and  January  preceding  the 
head  of  fish  forward  would  have  been  small  indeed, 
and  the  sport  obtained  of  the  poorest. 

In  spite  of  hail,  snow,  ice,  wind,  and  waters 
galore,  the  spring  records  made  on  the  Tay,  Dee, 
Conon,  Thurso,  and  other  rivers,  if  not  breaking 
ones,  are  at  least  highly  satisfactory,  and  although 
there  may  be  disappointed  anglers  from  many  parts, 
on  the  whole  the  majority  have  good  reason  to  be 
the  opposite,  and  to  rejoice  in  a  most  successful 
spring  fishing.  The  weather  has  to  be  endured  ; 
it  cannot  be  cured.  There  are  many  things  in  this 
life  the  ingenuity  of  man  may  conquer  or  circum- 
vent, but  the  vagaries  of  the  weather  are  past  his 
comprehension  and  beyond  his  control,  and  have  at 
all  times  to  be  taken  seriously  into  account  in 
determining  the  success  or  otherwise  of  the  angling 
year. 

The  one  redeeming  feature  of  the  past  spring, 
and,  it  may  be  added,  of  the  present  bright  hopes, 
was,  and  is,  the  abundance  of  fish  that  have  been 
in  the  pools  all  the  season  through.  On  the  very 
lower  waters  this  may  not  have  been  the  case  after 
the  opening  months,  but  on  the  middle  and  upper 
waters  not  for  a  dozen  years  back  has  there  been 
such  a  show  of  fish.  Of  course,  these  remarks  only 
refer  to  east  coast  rivers.  There  is  never  anything 
worth  speaking  about  in  the  north  and  west  waters 
till  well  into  the  summer  ;  but  even  there  the  show 
of  fish,  and  the  amount  of  sport  obtained,  has  been 
far  and  away  above  the  average  of  the  past  decade 


at  least.  There  was  a  fine  head  of  spring  beauties 
well  into  the  upper  waters  at  the  ojiening,  and  if  a 
good  account  of  them  has  not  been  given  on  every 
other  section,  the  Arctic  weather  conditions  wliich 
have  prevailed  have  been  alone  to  blame.  What 
the  chances  might  have  been  under  ordinary 
average  conditions  it  is  hard  to  say,  but  when  such 
fine  bags  were  made  in  the  teeth  of  the  very  worst 
climatic  conditions  that  could  prevail,  it  is  not  hard 
to  realise  that  they  would  just  have  been  double  or 
treble,  at  least.  However,  every  rose  has  its  thorn, 
and  the  salmon  angler  need  not  always  think  to 
have  everything  made  to  order  after  his  own 
individual  taste  and  fancy.  Probably  he  has  been 
saved  a  lot  of  heart-burning  in  not  getting  into 
heights  from  which  he  would  as  speedily  have  to 
climb  down.  When,  a  few  seasons  back,  they  were 
killing  sixteen,  eighteen,  and,  in  one  instance,  a 
score  of  fish  per  rod  per  diem  on  a  famous  section 
of  the  Dee  for  a  week  or  so  on  end,  they  began  to 
grumble  when  the  figures  gradually  fell  to  six  and 
eight  fish  per  rod,  and  it  was  the  common  remark, 
"  Only  ten  to-day  !  "  with  these  surfeited  anglers, 
whose  souls  would  have  been  raised  to  the  seventh 
heaven  on  any  former  occasion  with  a  couple  of 
spring  beauties,  or  an  autumn  fish  or  two,  at  any 
one  outing.  Only  (ten  fish  to-day  1  Ten  fish  to  a 
single  rod,  and  to  be  thus  received ;  but  such  is 
human  nature.  We  do  not  know  our  chances  till 
they  are  past,  else  the  blessing  of  the  poor  man's 
lot — contentment — would  be  oiirs  in  a  greater 
measure.  When  we  hear  of  a  big  score  being  made 
the  ghost  of  that  disappointed  angler  who  reckoned 
sport  poor  when  he  h&d_  only  ten  salmon  in  his 
bag,  after  having  killed  his  twenty,  rises  up  before 
us.  For  years  on  end  one  and  two  fish  per  week 
delighted  him.  Then  he  would  have  burst  info  the 
room  to  announce  the  capture  of  a  three-pound 
grilse  with  "  See  the  Conquering  Hero  Comes,"  not 
only  depicted  on  his  face,  but  actually  pouring  from 
his  lips,  although  he  was  "an  old  boy"  of  nearer 
sixty  than  fifty,  but  now  he  is  disappointed  that  he 
has  only  ten  to-day  !  Far  better  that  he  had  never 
got  beyond  the  first  half-dozen.  We  fished  the' 
Woodend  Dee  water  on  one  occasion  with  one  of 
the  most  genial  and  acceptable  of  anglers  that  ever 
lived— the  late  Mr.  Farnell-Watson.  He  had  killed 
nineteen  fish  the  day  before,  and  when  we  asked 
how  he  felt  with  regard  to  his  unique  achievement, 
he  honestly  replied,  "  I  was  elated  at  the  tenth,  in 
ecstasies  over  the  fifteenth,  but  am  disappointed  I 
did  not  get  the  twentieth !  " 

Anglers  have  every  reason  to  feel  gratified  at  the 
head  of  fish  forward  when  the  past  half-dozen 
seasons'  poor  returns  are  kept  in  mind.  It  may 
not  be  taken  to  signify  much,  for  the  supplies  of 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  vary  so  much  that 
nothing  may  be  reckoned  on  with  any  certainty.- 
Yet  that  there  is  a  decided  slump  in  the  salmon 
supply  all  over  the  coimtry  is  almost  a  imiversal 
truism,  and  when  a  fairly  prosperous  season  is  met 
with  it  gives  grounds-  to  hope  that  the  slump 
has  at  last  reached  the  bottom  and  a  revival  set  in. 
About  one-third  more  fish  have  been  killed  on  the 
Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey  this  season  both  by  anglers 
and  netters  than  was  the  case  last  year,  but  then 
it  must  be  remembered  that  last  year  was  the  very 
worst  on  record,  except  on  those  fisheries  that  are 
specially  nursed. 

The  quality  of  the  fish  has  been  one  song  of  praise 
all  through.  The  early  advent  to  the  marine  feed- 
ing grounds  may  have  had  a  lot  to  do  with  this,  but 
seldom  in  the  experience  of  the  very  oldest  fisherman 
has  such  fine  models  of  Salmo  salar  graced  the  mar- 
ket slabs  or  been  seen  in  the  baskets  of  the  success- 
ful fishermen.  Trout,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been 
somewhat  mixed.  They  always  are  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  and  neither  for  individual  weight  nor 
quality,  nor  quantity,  is  there  much  room  to  sound 
the  praises  of  Salmo  trutta.  All  through  they  have 
been  very  scarce,  and  now  they  have  disappeared 
altogether  from  the  Dee,  Tay,  and  Spey.  On  the 
Don,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Findhorn,  and  such  real  sea- 
trout  streams,  it  is,  however,  a  good  show,  and  a 
certainty  of  first-rate  sport.  On  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie  this  is  especially  the  case. 

The  heavy  weights  have  also  been  an  outstanding 
feature  of  the  past  season  worthy  of  special  mention. 
Some  years  ago  a  spring  salmon  of  81b.  was  thought 
a  very  good  fish  on  all  rivers  except  the  Tay,  the 
Ness,  and  a  few  others.  Now  fish  of  181b.  and; 
201b.  are  quite  common,  and  several  of  301b.  and 
over  have  been  creeled  by  anglers  on  the  Dee,  while 
the  top  weight  of  the  season  was  got  last  week  on 
the  Ythan  at  Newburgh,  in  Mr.  George  Davidson's 


nets,  which  scaled  the  magnificent  net  weight  of 
49:^lb.— a  501b.  salmon  1  These  savour  more  of 
autumn  weights  than  spring  ones,  and  forces  the 
happy  conclusion  that  from  some  cause  or  other, 
known  or  unknown,  the  average  weight  of  east 
coast  fish  is  steadily  in  the  ascendant. 

The  present  prospects  are  on  the  whole  remark- 
ably good.  Fish  are  plentiful  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Dee,  Tay,  Don,  Spey  (to  a  certain  extent),  and 
Deveron,  etc.,  and  all  through  May  and  .June  sport 
will  be  steadily  increasing,  especially  on  the  upland 
waters.  With  the  late  deposits  of  ice  and  snow 
among  the  hills  excellent  angling  conditions  need 
not  be  looked  for,  but  when  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
well  distributed  over  the  various  pools  the  chance 
of  a  rise  is  more  certain  than  if  they  had  all  run 
through,  as  would  have  been  the  case  in  an  open 
season,  or  been  few  and  far  between,  as  might  have 
been  the  case  had  there  been  greater  poverty  in 
our  salmon  supply.  On  the  lower  reaches  the  run 
has  stopped,  but  in  the  middle  and  upper  waters 
the  stock  is  plentiful ;  a  fair  volume  of  water  is 
assured,  and  sport  almost  a  dead  certainty  all  the 
summer  through.  G.  M. 


A  BOEDEK  STEEAM. 


I  WOULD  write  of  "  wtere  flows  the  sullen  Till." 
The  epithet  Scott  applies  to  the  river,  particularly 
round  the  field  of  Flodden,  is  appropriate.  Com- 
pared with  the  Tweed,  which  it  joins  near  Twizell, 
it  is  a  sluggish  stream,  much  what  the  Cherwell  is 
in  comparison  with  the  Thames,  and  with  a  like 
reputation ;  for  the  local  rhyme  informs  one  that 
where  the  Tweed  drowns  one  the  Till  drowns  two. 
It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  there  are 
not  fine  runs  on  the  Till — in  parts  where  it  hurries 
over  a  rocky  bed  it  is  rapid  ;  the  worst  of  these 
runs  are  that  the  wader  finds  them  full  of  unsus- 
pected holes,  and  that  is  what  makes  it  so  dangerous. 
It  is  a  fully  satisfying  river.  It  is  so  beautiful — 
the  Cheviots  generally  form  a  background  to  it, 
and  it  winds  past  field  and  woodland,  past  many  a 
thatched  village,  and  ruined  castle.  Peel  Tower. 
Then  it  affords  such  varied  sport.  I  know  no 
stream  where  so  many  kinds  of  fish  manage  to  live 
together.  If  one  is  lazy,  one  can  get  into  a 
Canadian  canoe  and  spin  for  pike,  and,  what  is 
more,  be  sure  to  get  one  or  two ;  or  one  can  sit  in  the 
shade  and  di-aw  out  perches.  These  naturally  mostly 
frequent  the  more  sullen  reaches,  but  are  also  to 
be  found  in  the  trout  water.  If  the  riparian  owner 
puts  a  net  into  a  dull,  sluggish  pool,  he  is  likely 
enough  to  bring  out  not  only  pike,  but  a  salmon. 
But  I  was  going  to  speak  of  trout.  We  are  in 
spring,  with  enough  cold  in  the  wmd  as  it  comes 
over  the  Cheviots,  that  have  only  lately  lost  their 
last  coat  of  snow,  to  make  one  wish  to  be  active, 
so  we  will  don  waders  and  see  what  the  fly  will  do. 
The  water  is  in  splendid  condition,  not  too  drumly, 
and  there  is  just  a  faint  sus^Dicion  of  blue  under 
the  trees  in  the  wood  opposite  to  tell  one  it  will 
not  be  long  before  the  bluebells  are  out.  One  may 
as  well  begin  at  the  corner  where  the  rock  shelves 
across  the  stream,  and  one  can  get  slowly  across 
the  river.  Greenwell's  Glory  for  the  tail  and  a 
March  Brown  for  the  drop,  "  And  you  carn't  do 
better,  sir,"  says  the  old  keeper.  Plop,  there's  a 
nice  lively  brown  trout,  and  another,  and  so  on 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  a  lull.  It  is 
hard  quite  to  tell  why — the  atmospheric  con- 
ditions seem  to  be  the  same — no  fish  come  up, 
and  the  next  two  reaches  produce  nothing.  I'U 
try  a  small  .Jock  Scot  on  that  rapid  where  the 
burn  runs  in,  perhaps  there  may  be  a  "  sea  fush  " 
there.  But  if  he  is  there  or  not,  he  will  not  rise  to 
my  fly,  so  I  will  let  him  be  and  return  to  a  fine 
cast  and  a  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  then  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  river  where  the  Till  is  running  ^\-ith 
an  oily  rapidity  to  reach  a  miniature  waterfall 
below.  There's  a  great  tug,  and  the  line  goes 
steadily  up  stream,  cutting  the  water  nicely.  What 
is  he?  Oh,  splosh  I  he's  up  in  the  air  and  down 
again,  well  worth  having — eight  pounds  if  he's  an 
ounce.  "  Go  on,  keep  up  stream,  and,  by  the 
shade  of  Izaak,  I'll  manage  to  get  you  unless  you 
jump  ofi"."  No,  he's  stood  that  next  leap,  but  he's 
altered  his  direction.  Screech  goes  the  reel  as  he 
goes  down  full  pace  with  the  stream — another  five 
yards  and  he's  over  the  fall.  He  is  !  WeU,  I  hope 
he  likes  the  cast  he  has  got,  for  I  must  sit  down 
and  put  on  another,  and  thinli  only  of  brown  trout 
or  Loch  Levens,  for  those  were  what  I  was  really 
fishing  for,  so  I  tell  myself ;  but  I  notice  that  for  the 
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test  of  the  day  I  fish  with  only  one  fly,  which  I  can 
only  explain  by  the  fact  that  if  one  gets  a  big  fish  the 
drop  is  apt  to  get  hung  np  in  weed.  The  brown 
trout  are  rising  freely,  but  after  my  sea  monster  I 
do  not  put  them  into  the  basket  with  such  zest 
Hullo  I  what's  up  now  ?  I  have  dim  recollections 
of  reading  a  story  in  my  youth  where  a  fisher  said 
he'd  give  his  soul  to  catch  a  fish,  and  the  evil  one 
took  the  bait  and  pulled  hun  in.  This,  at  any  rate, 
is  not  pulling  me  m,  but  I  could  swear  that  I  saw 
something  black  and  uncanny  come  at  the  fly ;  and 
now  it  is  bending  my  Castleconnell  and  won't 
show.  I  try  a  little  more  force,  and  he  comes  in 
like  a  bread  platter,  but  fights  hard  in  the  net. 
He's  a  grayling  of  about  a  pound  and  a  half,  almost 
pitch  black,  several  scales  missing  towards  the  tail, 
and  a  large  unhealed  wound  higher  up.  How  he 
can  have  escaped  after  the  other  had  got  such  hold 
of  him  or  how  lived  since  is  a  mystery,  but,  at  any 
rate,  he  is  well  out  of  the  water  in  his  present  con 
dition,  and  there  are  some  who  think  if  "all  the 
grayling  were  out  of  the  Till  it  would  be  no  loss. 
I  must  own  that,  personally,  I  am  not  a  very  ardent 
supporter  of  the  fish,  either  for  sport  or  eating 
purposes.  But  the  shadows  are  lengthening  on 
hills,  and  I  must  be  getting  back.  The  going 
through  the  woods  is  in  parts  rather  bad,  so  I  will 
to  the  upper  ground,  and  get  back  to  my  starting 
point  in  twenty  minutes,  for  the  Till  winds  almost 
as  much  as  the  Moselle.  Good  !  its  only  half -past 
five  as  I  get  to  the  swing-bridge,  and  I  may  not  be 
too  late  for  tea — and  I  should  not  have  been,  but 
that  fishermen  are  unstable  in  their-  ways.  There 
was  just  a  gush  and  a  rush  where  an  old  mill  once 
had  been,  and  it  looked  lovely  in  the  slanting  light. 
I  must  have  one  cast  there,  or  rather  six,  and  then 
I  began  to  play  at  a  kind  of  beggar  my  neighbour 
Six  casts  to  be  dealt  out,  but  if  I  have  a  rise,  six 
more.  I  got  a  rise  at  the  fifth  and  went  on  again, 
and  got  a  bobbish  half-xjounder  four  casts  later.  Just 
what  I  wanted  to  round  off  my  numbers,  but  I  lost 
him  carelessly,  and  allowed  myself  six  more  casts, 
and  quite  worth  it.  In  the  middle  of  the  rvm  the 
fly  stuck,  and  the  line  majestically  sailed  off'  for  ten 
yards,  and  then  my  friend  went  up  in  the  air.  He 
was  of  manageable  size  if  only  he  did  not  go  too 
far  down  stream.  He  was  rational,  however,  and, 
after  jumping  three  or  four  times,  obeyed  the  rod 
and  allowed  himself  to  be  worked  in  comfoi-tably. 
Not  quite  four  poimds,  but  fat  and  beautifully  fresh 
ran.  I  was  content,  and  slowly  wended  my  way 
home.  Castor. 


ON  LOUGH  DERG. 


Aboard !  aboard  ! 

The  wind  sets  in  the  shoulder  of  our  sail ! 

— Hamlet. 

"  Boat,  ahoy  !  " 
"  All  right,  sir." 

"  How  goes  the  dapping  on  tlie  lake  this  morning, 
Mick  ■?    Are  there  many  Green  Drakes  about  ?  " 

"  Is  it  dhrakes  1  Begob,  there  is  millins  iv  um, 
sir.  But  bad  luck  to  it !  The  gintleman  I'm 
fishin'  wid  got  broke  in  a  dangerous  big  throut 
intirely,  an'  I'm  hurryin'  back  to  Killaloe  for 
another  rod.  Divil  sich  risin'  iv  big  throut  ever  I 
see  on  the  lake  before.  Hurry  up,  sir,  an'  you'll 
fill  the  net  in  no  time." 

Such  was  the  dialogue  which  took  place  not 
many  weeks  ago  between  the  writer  and  one  of  our 
fishermen,  he  pulling  a  fishing  boat  as  hard  as  he 
could  on  the  homeward  tack,  past  Bally  Valley,  the 
delightfully-situated  demesne  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Parker, 
at  the  outlet  of  Lough  Derg,  and  I  and  a  friend 
steering  for  the  lake  with  every  inch  of  our  canvas 
set,  where  we  were  determined  to  thin  out  some  of 
the  huge  gillaroos. 

And  such  a  glorious  fishing  morning  as  it  was  I 
The  wind  was  sou'^-west,  the  sky  clouded  over, 
and  a  ripple  on  the  water  that  would  have  satisfied 
the  most  ardent  angler. 

Mick  was  right,  for  sure  enough  the  pretty  Green 
Drakes  were  sporting  on  the  wavelets  in  every 
direction.  After  shooting  past  the  "  Black  Bhoy," 
well  known  to  many  of  my  English  angling  readers, 
we  lowered  our  sails,  got  our  rods  ready,  went 
ashore  to  gather  flies,  and  began  to  fish  in 
Sparlings  Bay. 

Anglers  who  have  never  been  to  Killaloe  and 
spent  a  few  days  on  Lough  Derg  during  the  cream 
of  the  drake  season  can  form  no  idea  of  the  size, 
beauty,  and  immense  numbers  of  both  brown  and 
gillaroo  (or  gizzard)  trout  in  these  waters. 


Successful  lake  fishing,  I  need  not  say,  is  nearly 
altogether  dependent  on  favourable  weather.  Given 
the  latter,  and  plenty  of  flies,  those  who  understand 
dapping  think  nothing  of  killing  in  one  day  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  pounds  of  fine  trout.  Several  bags 
of  the  latter  weight  were  taken  in  one  day  by  one 
boat  (two  rods).  Indeed,  Mr.  A.  Rush  and  his 
brother  (English  anglers),  attended  by  Joe  Mack, 
made  in  two  days  and  a  half  (in  June)  the  enormous 
score  of  1121b.  of  magnificent  trout  (largest  61b., 
smallest  31b.).  Several  weighed  4,jlb.  and  51b 
each.  Captain  Starkie,  4th  Hussars,  killed 
among  scores  of  other  splendid  trout,  a  gillaroo 
of  91b. ;  a  local  fisherman  got  a  brown  trout  of 
101b. ;  and  higher  up  the  lake  a  fourteen-pounder 
was  taken. 

But  to  our  fishing.  The  first  two  or  three  drifts 
were  blanks,  but  on  the  fourth  drift  my  friend's 
flies  disappeai'ed,  and  the  next  moment  he  was  fast 
in  a  trout  which  gave  nine  minutes'  play  and 
weighed  ojlb.  It  was  my  turn  now,  and  in  less 
than  twenty  minutes  another  beauty  of  31b.  2oz. 
was  laid  out  in  the  locker.  Then  we  fished  on  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  with  ill-success,  so  we 
hoisted  our  sail  and  steered  for  Aughnish,  a  wooded 
promontory  some  six  or  eight  miles  off  on  the 
Clare  shore. 

Arrived  there,  we  found  the  drakes  even  thicker 
than  at  Sparlings.  Better  still,  the  trout  were 
rising  ravenously  ;  and  did  not  they  suck  down  the 
unoffending  flies  !  It  was  a  sight  worth  sailing  ten 
miles  to  see.  One  or  two  drifts  more  and  then 
to  lunch — a  hot  lunch,  too,  by  the  way,  for  we 
mean  to  kindle  a  fire  and  cook  our  trout  and  chops 
Two  more  dainty  fish  have  been  added  to  om*  bag, 
and  now  we  can  enjoy  our  well-earned  repast  with 
gusto. 

While  the  cooking,  at  which  everyone  lends  a 
hand,  is  going  on,  one  of  the  boatmen  related  a 
legend  about  an  old  castle  on  the  oj)posite  shore. 
Very  many  years  ago  a  man  dreamed  about  gold 
being  secreted  in  a  certain  section  of  the  castle 
He  and  a  neighbour  went  at  night  to  dig  at  the 
spot  indicated,  when,  to  their  horror,  they  met  with 
a  coffin  and  bones.  So  great  was  tlieir  terror  that 
they  threw  down  their  spades  and  decamped.  The 
next  day  the  owner  of  the  castle  replaced  the 
bones  back  in  the  coffin.  When  he  went  to  bed 
that  night  he  fancied  that  someone  appeared  to  him 
and  said  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  bones,  that 
he  and  others  had  lost  their  lives  in  storming  the 
castle,  and  that,  as  he  had  been  so  kind  as  to  place 
his  remains  in  the  coffin,  he  would  tell  him  where 
he  would  find  the  treasure,  provided  he  had  per- 
severance and  courage  enough  to  look  for  it.  He 
then  told  him  that  there  was  a  well  of  great  depth 
in  the  castle,  which  supplied  water  to  the  entire 
fortress,  and  that  when  the  occupants  of  the  keep 
found  that  they  were  besieged  and  likely  to  be 
overcome  they  concealed  the  treasure  in  the  well, 
which  they  filled  up  with  clay.  The  owner  of  the 
castle  went  to  look  for  the  gold,  and  found  a  large 
flag,  which  was  partially  under  the  foundation,  and 
if  he  disturbed  it  the  castle  would  certainly  fall 
and  kill  him,  so  he  gave  it  up. 

There  is  another  legend  about  another  old  castle 
higher  up  the  lake,  too  long,  however,  to  insert  in 
its  entirety  in  this  little  sketch.  The  tale,  of 
course,  is  of  love — the  love  of  O'Carroll,  the  Irish 
lord  of  Lough  Derg,  and  Theresa,  the  daughter  of 
De  Burgh,  his  Norman  conqueror  and  successor. 
A  captive  in  his  own  castle,  O'Carroll  soon  gained 
the  heart  of  Theresa,  and  with  her  aid  escaped 
from  his  dungeon,  to  return  in  the  hope  of  carrying 
off  his  beloved.  The  Norman  lord,  was,  however, 
too  vigilant.  Having  watched  the  coming  of  the 
young  chieftain,  he  caused  his  skiff  to  be  perforated 
with  holes  while  he  was  keeping  his  tryst  in  an 
adjoining  grove.  De  Burgh,  it  is  added,  looked  on 
from  a  place  of  concealment,  whilst  the  lovers 
entered  the  boat,  and  having  pushed  off  a  little  way 
from  the  land  sank  with  her  to  rise  no  more, 
except  to  the  mind's  eye  of  the  native  fisherman, 
which  often  at  midnight  sees  O'Carroll  and  Theresa 
in  ghostly  shadows  stealrng'over  the  waters. 

Dinner  over,  we  retired  to  the  wood  which  fringes 
the  shore  of  the  lake  to  smoke  a  cigarette  or  two. 
Oh,  what  an  entrancing  spot  I  Our  only  companions 
the  dear  wild  song  birds — aye,  and  have  we  not 
blossoms,  buds,  and  trees,  and  twinkling  leaves  and 
peeping  flowers,  the  crimson  and  purple  playing 
on  the  mountains  ? — yes  !  how  beautiful  are  they ; 
the  insect  sporting  in  the  sunbeam,  how  perfect ; 
what  a  quiet  soulfelt  sanctity  in  those  piu-e,  deep 
glimpses  of  heaven  overhead  ;  the  hills,  the  rivulets, 


the  lake  1    The  turf  which  enamels  the  ground  of 
the  wood  is  rich  with  a  variety  of  wild  flowers, 
As  if  the  rainbows  of  the  fresh  wild  spring 
Had  blossomed  where  they  fell.  '• 

Three  o'clock,  and  only  four  trout  accounted  for. 
Plenty  of  time  yet  to  increase  our  creel,  as  the  best 
part  of  the  day— about  four  p.m.— is  still  to  the 
good.  Out  go  the  blow-lines  again,  and  on  we  drift 
with  the  refreshing  breeze.  In  a  boat  about  a 
hundred  yards  ahead  of  us,  two  rods  are  bent ;  but 
only  one  fish  is  landed,  the  other  getting  off  just  as 
it  was  brought  up  to  the  landing-net. 

"  There  he  is,  sir  !  "  cried  one  of  our  attendants,  as 
a  real  "  smasher  "  rose  bravely  at  my  companion's 
flies,  and  rushed  off'  with  fully  thirty  yards  of  his 
line.  A  big  fish  and  no  mistake,  for  we  had  seen 
him  roll  several  times,  his  tail  lashing  the  water 
into  foam.  Another  roll ;  but  evidently  our  fish 
is  growing  weaker,  and  my  friend  winds  on  him 
accordingly.  Landed  all  right ;  and  the  next 
minute  he  is  dangling  on  the  ouncel,  the  indicator 
on  which  jerks  down  to  the  61b.  mark.  What  a 
beauty  !  "  Good  health  and  good  luck  to  ye  both, 
gintlemen  ! "  said  the  boatmen,  as  they  emptied 
their  goblets  in  honour  of  the  golden  trout. 

A  passing  boat  comes  alongside,  one  of  its 
occupants  being  a  lady,  who  in  beautiful  English 
cadence  asks  whether  she  might  look  at  the  big  fish 
whose  plucky  fight  for  life  she  had  just  witnessed. 
The  glorious  fish  is  placed  on  one  of  the  seats  of 
the  boat  for  her  inspection.  She  did  admire  that 
trout ;  but  accept  of  it  she  would  not,  although  we  | 
pressed  her  several  times.  ' 

Once  more  we  are  on  the  warpath ;  and  after 
two  hours'  nice  sport  three  lovely  trout  have 
come  to  grief,  thus  bringing  our  bag  up  to  eight  fish, 
weighing  201b. 

Homeward  bound  is  a  pleasing  sound.  ii 

Our  mast  and  sail  having  been  adjusted,  we  get  ' 
under  weigh,  and  after  a  sail  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  we  find  ourselves  back  at  Bally 
Valley  again.  Here  we  saw  a  big  trout  feeding 
ravenously  on  the  Drake.  Down  goes  the  canvas  ; 
and,  having  mounted  two  fresh-caught  flies  on  our 
hook,  just  as  the  shadows  were  stealing  down  from 
the  summit  of  dear  old  Craig,  we  threw  over, 
hooked,  and  landed  our  fish,  which  weighed  2Tlb. 
— an  agreeable  end  to  a  delightful  day's  sport  on 
Lough  Derg.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Killaloe. 


BY  LAKE  AND  STEEAM  IN 
NOVA  SCOTIA. 


By  Nepos. 
{Continued  from  page  299.) 
After  caring  for  our  fish  by  putting  him  in  a 
spring  close  by  and  placing  boughs  of  fir  over  him, 
it  being  past  midday,  we  lunched  and  had  our 
brief  siesta.  Then,  after  chatting  over  fishing 
incidents,  my  friend  told  me  the  following  story, 
which  I  think  is  worth  recalling  here  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  a  story  told  viva  voce  by  a  good 
narrator  is  much  robbed  of  its  sprightliness  when 
repeated  on  paper  by  the  aid  of  a  pen.  He  said  : — 
"  When  I  was  in  Ireland,  last  year,  I  went  down 
to  the  county  Waterford  on  a  visit  to  a  friend  of 

my  father,  Captain  C  ,  through  part  of  whose 

estate  the  Blackwater  River  runs.  This  river  is 
supposed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  for  salmon  in  the 
whole  of  the  land  of  the  shamrock,  and  some  of  the 

best  pools  on  it  were  on  Captain  C  's  property. 

There  was  a  character  lived  in  a  little  shebeen  near 
the  river  by  the  name  of  Jerry  Dooley ;  his  father  and 
grandfather  had  lived  there  before  him,  and  Jerry 
was  known  to  everybody  as  a  cute  sort  of  chap, 
who,  if  he  poached,  as  many  of  that  class  do  if 
they  get  the  chance,  did  it  in  such  a  sly  way  that  he 
never  was  found  out.  He  was  wonderfully  fond  of 
fishing,  and  earned  many  a  shilling  by  making 
himself  useful  to  the  privileged  few  who  fished  the 
pools  on  the  estate. 

"  Many  a  morning  I  have  met  Jerry  when  I 
have  gone  early  to  the  river  to  try  and  kill  a  few 
trout  (salmon  I  never  aspired  to),  and  his  salutation 
as  he  lifted  his  cap  was  invariably  the  same,  '  A 
tight  line  to  your  honour  this  mornin','  which  was 
his  way  of  wishing  me  success.  For  some  service 
rendered  Jerry  had  the  right  given  him  to  catch  a 
few  trout  for  his  own  use  at  a  certain  place  on  the 
river ;  but  he  was  forbidden,  vmder  penalty  of 
having  the  privilege  cancelled,  to  attempt  to  catch 
a  salmon.  Still,  it  was  very  peculiar  his  constantly 
begging  salmon  flies  from  visitors,  and  that  his  rod 
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was  stouter  and  his  reel  carried  a  much  longer  and 
heavier  line  than  trout  fishing  demands  ;  and  it 
was  whispered  that  if  a  salmon  was  wanted  in  a 
hurry  by  the  hotel-keeper  for  some  particular 
occasion  Jerry  always  knew  where  he  could  buy 
one  for  him.  Still,  as  I  said  before,  he  was  never 
caught  out.  Now  among  the  guests  at  the  house 
when  I  was  there  was  a  gentleman  from  Dublin,  a 

Mr.  M  ,  who  had  been  invited  to  fish,  and  who 

brought  with  him  an  elaborate  fit-out  in  the  shape 
of  salmon  rods  and  all  the  necessary  gear.  He  was 
very  enthusiastic  but  very  near-sighted,  and  some- 
how his  luck  in  securing  fish  was  proverbially  bad. 
One  morning,  however,  very  early,  he  came  down 
to  one  of  the  best  pools  and  found  Master  Jerry 
sitting  there,  but  without  his  rod,  though,  in  my 
own  mind,  I  am  sure  he  was  there  for  no  legitimate 
purpose,  and  that  the  rod  was  not  far  ofi".  A  con- 
versE^ion  ensued,  ending  with  the  promise  of  half  a 
sovereign  if  Jerry  would  ensure  his  killing  a  salmon 
that  morning,  on  which  bargain  Jerry  closed  eagerly. 

"  '  What  flies  have  yer  honour  got  ?  '  was  his  first 

question ;  and  inspecting  Mr.  M  's  fly  case,  he 

eyed  them  all  over  with  some  disparaging  comment. 
Then  taking  out  his  old,  greasy  hook,  he  picked  out 
one.  * '  Thry  this,  sor ;  'twas  give  me  by  a  gintleman 
only  yistherday ;  but  sure  'tis  betther  than  thim 
yez  have  for  this  place,'  was  his  next  remark,  as  he 
proceeded  to  fasten  it  to  the  casting  line. 

"  '  Now,  sor,  av  yer  willin','  said  Jerry,  '  I'll  hook 
a  fish  for  ye,  an'  whin  I  have  him  fast  I'll  hand  ye 
the  rod  for  your  honour  to  kill  him.'  This  was 
agreed.  'Do  you  see  the  ripple  just  forninst  that  big 
stone  out  there  at  the  head  of  the  pool,  sor  ?  '  he 
continued ;  '  av  there's  a  salmon  in  the  river  I'll 
bet  he'll  be  lyin'  just  there  in  that  hole.'  (When 
this  was  told  to  me  afterwards,  I  felt  convinced  that 

he  had  risen  the  fish  before  Mr.  M  's  arrival.) 

The  rod  in  Jerry's  hands  sent  the  line  out  as 
straight  as  a  dart,  and  the  fly  dropped  like  a  piece 
of  thistledown  a  little  above  and  beyond  the  spot 
indicated,  and  in  a  second  he  had  the  fish  fastened 
and  handed  the  flexible  bit  of  ash  and  lancewood 
to  his  patron.  And  now  the  cunning  fellow  was 
profuse  in  his  directions,  and  under  his  skUful 

guidance  Mr.  M         made  a  good  fight  with  the 

saJmon,  which,  however,  m  spite  of  his  eflbrts  to 
restrain  him,  went  down  stream,  and,  after  running 
out  some  sixty  or  seventy  yards  of  line,  stopped, 
pretty  well  tired  out.  Jerry  meanwhile  had  fol- 
lowed along  the  bank,  and  now  waded  in  a  little 
from  the  shore  to  gaff  him.  Just  as  he  did  so,  and 
was  raising  the  salmon  out  of  the  water,  the  fly  came 
out  of  its  mouth,  and  in  the  sudden  springing  of  the 
line  the  fly,  as  it  whizzed  passed  Jerry's  face,  hooked 
him  right  through  and  through  the  lobe  of  his  ear. 

Mr.  M-  ,  who,  as  I  said  before,  was  extremely 

near-sighted,  unconscious  of  the  accident,  held 
gallantly  on  and  kept  on  reeling  in  hard ;  and  there 
was  Jerry  yelling  and  gesticulating  wildly,  holding 
the  salmon  on  the  gafi'with  one  hand  and  frantically 
clutching  the  line  with  the  other.  The  more  he 
shouted,  the  more  the  other  tugged  in  his  excite- 
ment, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  friendly  aid  of  a 
lad  who  rushed  to  the  rescue  poor  Jerry's  ear 
would  have  been  torn  through.  However,  he  landed 
the  salmon,  and,  on  his  being  relieved  by  cutting  off 
the  feathers  and  gut  of  the  fly  and  drawing  the 
tapered  shank  through  the  ear,  he  laughingly  said, 
rubbing  the  injured  part  the  while  : 

"  '  Begorra,  sor  t  I'm  the  first  Dooley  was  ever 
hung  by  the  left  ear,  though  they  say  one  of  us 
died  by  a  knot  under  it.' 

"  This  adventure  got  Jerry  a  couple  of  sovereigns 
for  his  morning's  work,  and  he  went  off  thinking 
himself  well  paid." — American  Field. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PLAYING  FISH  WITH  LINE  ON 
AND  OFF  THE  HAND. 


Among  the  large  number  of  anglers  who  fish  for 
trout  and  pike  are  many  who  think  it  is  not  easy — 
in  fact,  impossible — to  play  and  kill  large  fish  by 
manipulating  a  line  "  on  and  off  the  hand,"  in 
preference  to  "  on  and  off  a  reel."  There  has  been 
of  late  some  correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
relative  to  this,  but  as  I  have  for  more  than  forty 
years  practised  fishing  with  "  line  on  and  off  the 
hand  "  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  uninteresting  to 
young  anglers  who  are  not  proficient  in  that  method 
if  I  describe  how  it  is  to  be  accomplished. 

It  was  William  Millbourne,  the  well-known 
professional  fisherman  of  Molesey,  who  first  taught 


me  the  art.  I  have  seen  him  "  kill  "  big  trout  and 
barbel  in  Molesey  Weir  and  pike  in  the  "  Deeps," 
playing  them  "  on  and  off'  his  hand."  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  that  old  veteran  fisherman  is  yet  "  to  the 
fore,"  able  and  willing  to  pilot  his  patrons  to  where 
are  fine  fish  well  worth  the  catching. 

I  have  also  fished  with  Mills,  first  of  Caversham, 
but  afterwards  of  S^reatley,  and  seen  him  "  spin  " 
for  trout  in  Kennet  weirs,  and  kill  large  ones, 
"  playing  them  on  and  off'  his  hand."  I  have  also 
seen  him  "  drifting  "  in  a  punt  from  Caversham 
down  past  Sonning  to  Shiplake,  no  one  but  himself 
to  manage  it,  and  "  spinning  "  all  places  likely  to 
hold  pike  in  that  four  miles  of  river,  manipulating 
the  line  "  on  and  off  his  hand  "  and  dexterously 
playing  and  killing  fish. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  describe  how  it  is  to  be 
done,  but  must  first  state  that  it  is  very  necessary 
the  line  should  be  a  plaited  one  and  stiffly  dressed, 
otherwise  it  would  kink  or  tangle  when  gathered  up 
on  to  the  palm  of  the  hand.    Fu-st,  draw  off  line 


No.  1. 


from  the  reel,  say  eight  or  ten  yards,  which  may  be 
dropped  on  the  floor  of  punt  or  on  the  ground  ; 
but  this  is  risky  should  broken  twigs,  leaves,  or 
other  debris  be  lying  about.  It  is  much  better  to 
take  line  direct  from  the  reel  (see  diagram  No.  1) 
by  holding  the  line  between  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger and  drawing  off  a  length  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  inches,  and  then  with  the  third  and  little 
finger,  aided  by  the  thumb,  coiling  it  in  "  figure  8  " 
coils  on  to  the  palm,  which  may  be  that  of  either 
the  left  or  right  hand  if  the  angler  is  ambidextrous. 


No.  2. 

and  then  making  the  "  cast."  Be  it  for  "  spinning," 
"  paternoster,"  or  "  live-bait-snap  "  fishing  the  line 
will  run  oft'  the  palm,  but  may  be  checked  by 
closing  the  hand  (see  diagram  No.  2). 

It  is  not  difficult  to  get  into  the  way  of  recovering 
the  line,  even  if  a  thirty  yards  cast  has  been  made, 
the  thumb  and  fingers  readily  lending  themselves 
to  the  habit  of  recovering  and  coiling  the  line.  It 
is  only  perseverance  that  is  needed,  and  a  few 
hours  devoted  to  acquiring  the  "  knack "  amply 
rewards  an  angler,  as  I  proved  when  fishing  at 
Roundhay,  near  Leeds,  last  March,  with  two 
friends,  who,  in  the  course  of  an  afternoon, 
thoroughly  mastered  the  method,  and  not  only 
became  proficients  but  were  so  satisfied  with  the 
"  Thames  style  "  of  casting  off  the  hand  that  they 
said  in  future  they  would  adopt  it  in  preference  to 
the  "  Nottingham  method  "  of  casting  from  the  reel. 

I  quite  endorse  what  your  correspondent  "  Boston 
Bittern  "  says  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  January  26, 
1901 : — "  As  to  playing  a  fish  when  hooked,  there 
should  be  no  more  difficulty  in  that"  (that  is,  oft' 
the  hand)  "  than  playing  it  from  the  reel.  The 
hand  is  the  substitute,  and  a  docile  one  too.  The 
plunges  of  the  fish  maj-  always  be  met  by  the  give 
and  take  of  line  just  the  same  as  from  a  reel.  And 
this  style  "  (that  is,  the  "  Thames,"  from  oft"  the 
hand)  ■'  wUl  add  to  success  in  catching  fish,  inasmuch 
as  the  very  lightest  bait  can  be  cast  to  a  nicety,  and 
without  any  splash,"  Alfeep  Jakdixe. 
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He  came  up  like  a  naked  man.  This  was  the 
first  time  he  showed,  and  the  veteran  who  sits 
watching  and  waiting  at  the  steps  with  his  ready 
boat-hook  nearly  fell  off  the  bench  into  the  greeny- 
grey  tide  of  the  Thames. 

The  bright  sunshine  of  a  perfect  spring  day  made 
one's  eyes  blink,  and  then  there  was  the  dreamy 
memory  of  a  bustling  scene  in  the  previous  spring, 
when  the  river  out  yonder  below  the  weir  canned  a 
fleet  of  boats,  and  there  were  visions  of  upturned 
carries  gushing  water  and  little  quivering  bars  of 
silver  into  the  Thames,  samlets  of  spring,  and 
therefore  fish  of  high  hope. 

The  association  was  complete.  It  was  a  mere 
freak  of  the  fancy,  that  silvery  boil  and  those  far- 
flung  ripples  of  a  mighty  rise. 

But  the  veteran  was  a  prosaic  reality,  without 
imagination.    And  he,  too,  had  seen. 

Again  the  fish  cut  with  its  silver  oar  the  grey 
stream.  This  time  the  senses  had  not  slumbered, 
or  the  fancy  been  fed  on  visions.  It  was  a  salmon, 
a  Thames  salmon,  the  first  of  all  the  many 
Mohicans  of  the  years  to  come.  And  the  sight  of 
his  rise  made  the  pulse  beat  fast,  faster  than  ever 
it  had  raced  at  the  gleam  of  some  great  fish  in  the 
brown  waters  of  the  Awe  or  Findhom,  Tweed  or 
Tay. 

We  had  seen  the  new  race  in  the  bud ;  we  had 
lived  to  see  it  in  the  tree. 

Then  the  wires  flashed  the  news,  and  at  the  call 
of  the  fiery-cross  of  to-day  there  was  speedily  a 
great  gathering  of  the  angling  clan  where  the 
Thames  breaks  in  creamy  foam  through  Teddington 
Weir.  A  twilight  forest  of  rods  frowned  on  the 
banks,  but  only  one  was  to  have  the  honom-  of 
sending  the  first  fly  over  where  the  fish  lay.  And 
so  the  lots  were  cast,  and  fortime  favoured  the 
North. 

Gripping  the  rod  with  tremulous  hands,  I  made 
it  flash  back  the  simlight  as  with  a  series  of 
preliminary  casts  the  line  was  gradually  lengthened 
and  the  momentous  throw  made,  arms  and  body  all 
moving  in  rhythmic  unison. 

"  Bless  me,  sir,  what's  up  ?  You  was  dosing, 
and  pitching  your  arms  about,  and  catched  me 
such  a  whack." 

"  Where's  the  salmon  ?  " 

"  Lor'  bless  you,  sir,  I  don't  know.  I'm  no 
fisherman,  though  I've  owned  more  boats  and,  they 
say,  saved  more  lives  than  any  man  on  the 
Thames." 

It  was  the  prose  of  1901 ;  the  romance  of  1902 
had  yet  to  come.  H.wiish  Stuart. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEKS. 

[From  the  "  BooTt  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbville  Fennbll.) 
(Contintted  from  page  299.) 

CHAPTER  TV.— continued. 
Shotting. — We  have  already  described  the  plan 
we  recommend  for  loading  lines,  but  consider  the 
following  worthy  of  attention.  If  the  shot  are 
placed  at  a  great  distance  from  the  hook,  the  length 
of  slack  causes  the  indications  of  a  bite  to  be  very 
faint,  and  sometimes  quite  invisible  to  the  sharpest 
eyes ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  shot  are  placed  too 
near  the  hook,  they  are  very  apt  to  scare  so  wai-y  a 
fish  as  an  old  roach.  And  a  fiu'ther  loss  occurs, 
for  if  once  the  lord  of  the  shoal  takes  the  bait  and 
rejects  it,  few,  it  any,  of  the  other  fish  will  accept 
it.  Not  so  if  the  small  fish  do  the  same  ;  it  appears 
to  make  no  difference  to  their  elder  brethren.  We 
have  watched  with  our  head  o\  er  a  punt  for  hours 
the  habits  of  roach,  and  we  can  safely  answer  for 
this  fact— let  the  largest  roach  take  and  blow  back 
the  pellet  of  paste  and  no  other  will  touch  it.  But 
yetmore;  after  the  largest  roachhas  thus  pronounced 
upon  the  deception,  or  its  unpalatable  nature,  he 
generally  swims  off",  and  is  followed  by  the  whole 
shoal. 

Putting  Split  Shots  on  to  Lines. — Even  at  a 
time  when  our  teeth  were  as  perfect  and  even  as 
the  best  ai-tificial  set  by  Truman  or  Lukyn,  we 
have  had  an  insuperable  objection  to  close  split 
shot  on  our  line  with  oiu-  teeth,  or  see  it  done  by 
others.  The  very  association  of  cold  lead,  how- 
ever infinitesimal  in  quantity,  with  so  sensitive 
an  agent  as  the  tooth,  has  something  repulsive 
and  "  teeth-edging  "  in  the  notion.    But  there  is  no 


occasion  for  this  ;  a  pair  of  pliers,  always  handy  for 
numberless  purposes,  is  the  very  best  appliance 
tor  this  purpose,  since  by  their  aid  the  shot  can  be 
put  on  more  evenly  (a  circumstance  of  some  con- 
sideration) and  much  more  rapidly  than  with  the 
mouth. 

Hooks.— These  important  items  of  the  fisher- 
luan  s  outfit  have  hardly  had  sufficient  attention 
bestowed  upon  the  principle  of  their  construction. 
Many  good  hooks  have  been  made  and  sold,  but 
then:  success  has  been  owing  m  a  great  degree  to 
chance,  and  a  sort  of  rule  of  thumb  obtained  by 
practice.    It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  for  any  one 
not  a  fisherman  to  copy  a  hook,  even  if  he  has  a 
good  pattern,  as  two  samples  may  appear  perfectly 
Identical  to  an  uneducated  eye,  and  yet  possess 
very  ditterent  properties.    How  often  has  the  roach 
hsher  missed  fish  after  fish,  and  vet  could  detect 
nothmg  amiss  with   the   hook  on  the  closest 
exammation;  on  changmg  it  for  another  of  the 
same  pai-cel  the  vexatious  losses  have  ceased  as  if 
by  magic.    A  great  difference  of  opinion  exists  as 
to  the  proper  length  of  shank  of  a  roach  hook, 
some  advocate  short,  others  long  shanks.  Each 
has  its  merit,  but  whichever  is   employed,  the 
shape  of  the  bend,  and  especially  the  direction  of 
the  pomt,  ought  to  be  adjusted  with  reference  to 
the  length  of  the  shank.    One  of  the  most  clever 
fishermen  who  ever  spun  a  bait  for  trout  in  the 
Thames,  the  late  Mr.  Cox,  of  Bei-mondsey,  had  a 
theory  on  the  subject  which  works  well  when 
reduced  to  practice.    It  was  that  an  angle  formed 
by  two  lines,  one  a  prolongation  of  the  direction 
of  the  point,  the  other  drawn  from  the  pomt  to 
the  top  of  the  shank,  ought  not  to  exceed  2i 
degrees,  or  the  foiurth  of  a  right  angle.  Some 
hooks  with  long  shanks  are  made  with  a  more 
acute  angle  than  this,  but  a  vast  nimiber,  particu- 
larly those  with  short  shanks,  have  such  a  wide 
angle  that  they  will  not  pull  in  when  pressed 
agamst  the  finger.    A  good  test  of  a  small  hook 
IS  to  see  if,  when  properlv  whipped,  it  will  pull 
into  a  piece  of  soft  leather ;  if  it  will  not  do  this 
it  is  worthless.    As  a  rule  the  point  ought  to  turn 
in  in  mverse  proportion  to  the  length   of  the 
shank.    This  is  the  reason  that  hooks  with  a  piece 
broken  off  the  shank  rarely  answer,  as  the  hook 
that  will  pull  in  well  with  a  long  shank  is  usually 
worthless  when  the  angle  of  pull  is  altered.  Now, 
as  to  the  best  sort  of  hooks  to  use  for  the  different 
styles  of  fishing :  For  gentles  the  hook  should  be 
about  No.  12  or  13,  moderately  short  in  the  shanlc, 
but  not  extremely  so,  and  made  with  fine  wire; 
when  using  this  size  only  one  gentle  should  be  used, 
hooked  as  shghtly  as  possible  through  the  blunt 
end;  if  two  or  three  gentles  be  used,  a  larger 
hook,  say  9  or  10,  is  necessary ;  for  boiled  wheat 
or  malt,  a  No.  11  or  12  short  shank;  for  paste, 
Nos.  9,  10,  or  11,  still  with  short  shank ;  and  for 
worm  Nos.  4,  5,  or  8,  9,  with  long  shank,  the  size 
dependmg  on  the  use  of  lob-worm  or  red  worm 
The  points  of  aU  hooks  ought  to  be  kept  extremely 
sharp,  particularly  when  there  is  any  chance  of  a 
barbel,  as  it  is  a  great  trial  to  fine  single  hair  to 
strike  a  hook  below  the  barb  in  the  thick,  leathery 
mouth  of  that  fish.    A  small,  fine,  flat  watch- 
maker s  file  should  be  kept  in  the  angler's  book  to 
renovate  hooks  when  necessary.   The  points  should 
be  filed  square,  and  not  rounded,  as  the  edges 
when  left  sharp,  cut  in  like  a  glover's  needle  into 
leather. 

"  You  must  never  use  the  common  Kirby  hooks 
for  roach  fishing,  for  be  sure  you  will  not  catch 
many  with  them  ;  they  are  too  thick  and  clumsy, 
and  have  too  much  show  about  them.  The  hook 
must  be  made  expressly  for  roach,  of  very  fine 
wire,  as  it  lays  hold  more  quickly  and  surely,  and, 
it  tied  on  neatly,  is  scarcely  seen.  Be  sure  they 
are  not  too  long  in  the  shank,  for  if  they  are  it  is 
a  great  objection  ;  yet  they  must  not  be  too  short, 
for  in  that  case  they  wiU  not  hold  the  fish  after 
you  have  hooked  it.  Never  use  too  large  a  size, 
particu  arly  if  the  water  be  fine,  for  we  have  found 
•they  always  take  the  small  one  more  freely 
No.  11  IS,  m  our  opinion,  the  best,  unless  they 
happen  to  be  very  strong  on  the  feed,  or  it  is 
almost  dark.  If  you  just  prick  your  fish  and  lose 
It  you  may  be  sure  that  your  hook  is  blunt,  in 
which  case  you  should  have  a  small  piece  of  black 
stone  always  with  you,  and  with  it  the  point  of 
your  hook  should  be  sharpened,  or  a  fresh  one  put 
on.  Sometimes  you  will  find  that  your  hook  gets 
turned  on  the  hair,  and  hangs  over  improperly,  the 
hair  bemg  on  the  outside  of  the  shank,  or  on  the 
side  of  It  mstead  of  beuig  inside,    When  it  is 
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^  ^'^^^^  or  you  will  lose  above 
half  the  fish  you  hook,  for  a  hook  hanging  thus  will 
not  hold  the  fish  securely."— JJey.  J.  Martin. 

Hook  without  Barb.—"  I  have  known  many 
anglers  who  fished  for  roach  with  hooks  from  which 
the  barb  has  been  removed."— H.  Crystall. 

DiSGORGERs.— One  of  these  useful  articles  should 
be  always  attached  to  an  angler's  button  by  means 
of  a  piece  of  string  or  small  thong  of  leather  about 
a  foot  long. 

The  best  pattern  we  have  seen  can  be  readily 
made  by  anyone  who  has  seen  a  specimen.  It  is 
so  fashioned  that  the  end  forms  a  close  spiral,  and 
encircles  the  line  before  entering  the  mouth  of  the 
roach,  and  travels  down  the  line  with  certainty  and 
ease,  performing  its  duty,  as  it  were,  instinctively, 
and  not  requiring  a  second  person  to  hold  the  fish. 

The  affair  is  simple  and  cheap,  and  may  be 
constructed  by  anyone  out  of  a  piece  of  wire  of 
moderate  thickness. 

Loss  OF  Fish.— It  often  happens  that  the  angler 
will  miss  many  fish,  one  after  the  other,  and  lose 
not  only  bites  but  fish,  after  playmg  them  and 
making  certain  that  they  are  sure  to  be  the  next 
mstant  m  the  hand  or  landing-net.  We  can  recall 
cases  m  which  this  has  occurred  for  half  an  hour 
together,  and  in  which,  after  the  closest  examina- 
tion, we  could  not  find  anything  the  matter  with 
the  hook.  Yet  the  best  proof  that  there  did  exist 
some  unperceived  radical  deficiency  has  been  shown 
by  changmg  the  hook,  when  the  vexatious  cause  of 
annoyance  has  been  at  once  removed.  We  have 
often  wondered  what  could  be  at  fault,  and, 
although  we  have  carefully  preserved  the  hook  for 
the  closest  inspection  under  a  magnifying  glass,  we 
could  not  detect  any  really  sufficient  evidence  of 
faultmess  to  justify  its  being  cast  aside.  Under 
these  cu-cumstances  we  have  again  tried  the  same 
hooks,  and  found  them  answer  tolerably  well.  The 
only  way  we  can  account  for  these  "  on  and  ofi'" 
results  is  by  supposing  them  not  to  arise  from  any 
inherent  defect  in  the  hook  itself,  but  from  the  set 
or  inclination  of  the  line  below  the  last  or  bottom 
shot  presenting  the  bait  in  such  a  way  to  the  fish 
as  only  to  allow  of  the  hook  being  taken  partly 
into  the  mouth  or  in  such  a  manner  that  the  point 
of  the  hook  would  not  pull  in.  "  This  losing  fish, 
one  after  another,"  says  Mr.  Wicks,  "generally 
arises  from  the  circumstance  of  the  hair  or  gut 
when  whipped  to  the  hook  not  being  straight,  and 
this  has  prevented  the  proper  strike  when  the 
roach  bite  is  discovered.  This  will  frequently  be 
observed  with  hair  hooks."  In  this  we  entirely 
agree,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  objections  against 
hair;  the  fact  being  that,  in  contradistinction  to 
gut,  which  becomes  limp  and  pliable  by  absorption, 
hair,  with  a  tendency  to  any  particular  inclination,' 
will  defy  all  the  powers  of  Satan,  as  we  are  told  by 
the  Spamsh  poets,  to  take  the  curl  out  of  it. 
(To  he  continued.) 


ENGLISH  AND  AMEEICAN 
ANGLING  METHODS. 

For  a  couple  of  years  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
been  coming  to  my  desk,  and  I  find  myself  growing 
more  and  more  anxious  each  week  for  its  appear 
ance.    The  study  of  its  columns  brings  up  many 
reflections  upon  the  diflerences  between  the  sport 
ot  angling  as  it  is  practised  in  England  and  the 
same  sport  as  we  know  of  it  in  America.  The 
terminology  of  the  craft  as  I  see  it  m  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  is  sometimes  "Greek"  to   the  average 
American  angler.    Thus,  I  can  wager  one  would 
not  be  able  to  find  very  many  anglers  in  Western 
America  who  know  anything  about  "  ledgering,"  or 
who  could  understand  what  was  meant  if  one  spoke 
of  usmg  a  "  paternoster."    I  remember  that  once  I 
had   some  correspondence  with  a  Mr.  Ford  of 
Ireland,  who  wanted  me  to  send  him  some  feathers 
from  the  shoulder  of  the  American  wood  duck.  I 
had  occasion  to  speak  in  one  of  my  letters  of  using 
a  "  leader,"  and  in  his  next  he  remarked  :  "  By  the 
term  '  leader  '  you  mean,  I  presume,  a  '  gut  cast.'  " 
Ihe  latter  name  is  unknown  in  this  part  of  America 
One  can  see  that  there  is  in  England  a  very 
widely  extended  angling  class,  and  a  very  large  and 
general    angling    enthusiasm,   but    the  average 
American  can  never  divest'himself  of  the  idea  that 
England  is  so  old  and  so  small  a  country  that  the 
sportsman  there  cannot  have  very  much  of  a  chance 
to  gratify  his  desire  for  the  out  of  doors.  Certainly 
we  have  a  wider  country  here  in  Western  Anierica^ 
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though  perhaps  not  a  better  angling  country,  and 
certainly  not  one  where  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
anglers  and  angling  are  so  well  understood  and 
respected. 

The  differences  between  American  and  English 
angling  gear  are  very  obvious,  as  one  may  prove  by 
a  study  of  the  advertising  columns  of  the  English 
and  American  angling  journals.  Among  all  the 
many  rods  which  I  see  presented  to  the  purchasers 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  question 
if  any  really  surpasses  in  killing  qualities  the 
highest  grade  American  split  bamboo  fly  rods  (the 
same  sort,  I  presume,  which  are  called  "built 
cane"  in  English  parlance).  My  o\vn  Ihuited 
information  regarding  English  sporting  goods 
teaches  me  to  believe  that  they  are  on  the  whole 
more  honestly  made  than  the  American  goods  of 
similar  nature,  built  to  endure,  but  rather  more 
heavily  and  clumsily  manufactured  than  American 
goods  of  the  same  sort.  The  average  English  fly 
rod,  with  its  big  ball  at  the  butt  of  the  rod,  seems 
to  an  American  angler,  trained  to  feather-weight 
rods,  as  absurdly  clumsy  in  its  make-up.  I  once 
was  in  one  of  our  Wisconsin  trout  streams,  and  saw 
an  English  angler  who  had  with  him  an  English 
made  creel  or  fish  basket.  In  this  the  hole  for  the 
fish  was  placed  in  the  side  of  the  basket  instead  of 
the  top,  as  we  have  it  here.  It  was  a  two-storey 
affair,  and  about  as  large  as  a  dray  (what  you  would 
call  a  "goods  van  "  in  England,  I  suppose).  The 
upper  storey  had  a  place  for  lunch,  and  likewise  a 
bottle,  to  say  nothing  of  certain  fly  books.  These 
fly  books,  as  we  know  them  in  America,  were  not 
really  fly  books  at:  all,  but  little  tin  boxes  lined 
with  cork,  into  which  the  flies  were  stuck.  The 
flies  themselves  were  very  much  smaller  than  we 
know  them  in  America.  In  short,  my  English  fly 
fisherman  whom  I  met  in  Wisconsin  was  a  dry  fly 
fisher,  practiser  of  an  art  which  is  practically 
unknown  in  Western  America.  We  fish  out  here 
with  the  wet  fly,  and  I  am  bound  to  believe  that 
we  are  as  yet  bunglers  and  beginners  in  the  finer 
arts  of  fly  fishing  for  trout.  Our  flies  do  not  have 
the  English  delicacy.  We  have  not  yet  reached 
that  state  which  renders  necessary  the  scientific 
delicacy  of  the  art  as  I  am  persuaded  it  is  practised 
in  England, 

When  it  comes  to  the  sport  of  bass  fishing  with 
bait,  I  am  sure  that  we  Americans  could  teach  our 
English  cousins  a  thing  or  two.  To  begin  with,  I 
am  advised  that  the  black  bass  is  not  unknown  in 
England,  and  that  the  rainbow  trout  has  repeated 
in  that  older  country  the  triumphs  which  it  is 
making  in  the  middle  and  western  parts  of  the 
United  States,  where  it  has  been  introduced  to  the 
extent  sometimes  of  almost  replacing  the  original 
speckled  trout — Salvelimis  fontinalis.  In  the 
west  and  south  of  America  there  has  been  invented 
and  practised  for  the  past  fifty  years  or  more  what 
is  known  here  as  the  art  of  bait  casting.  Search 
as  I  may  in  the  faithful  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  I  cannot  find  any  description  which  leads 
me  to  believe  that  this  art  is  known  in  England. 
In  the  issue  of  April  6  I  see  a  long  description  of 
the  "  Silex  "  reel.  The  principle  of  this  reel  would 
seem  to  be  much  like  that  of  our  fly  casting  reel,  it 
being  built  with  a  narrow  barrel.  We  should  not 
have  much  use  in  this  country  for  a  casting  reel 
built  upon  these  lines.  Our  casting  reels  in  this 
country  are  made  with  a  long  barrel,  so  that  the 
bulk  of  the  line  on  the  spindle  does  not  so  rapidly 
increase  or  decrease,  and  so  that  the  "thumbing" 
of  the  reel,  as  we  practise  it  in  this  country,  can  be 
executed  much  more  delicately  and  regularly.  If  I 
understand  the  action  of  the  "  Silex  "  reel,  it  is  not 
to  be  thumbed  at  all,  but  regulated  by  the  use  of  a 
brake  which  one  controls  by  the  use  of  his  fore- 
finger pressing  on  the  automatic  "  presser  brake." 
When  you  tell  the  Western  American  bass  fisher 
that  you  thumb  the  reel  with  your  forefinger  you 
simply  give  him  occasion  for  ignorant  though 
hilarious  laughter.  We  cannot  understand  that 
over  here  at  all. 

I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  expense  of  one 
of  the  English  casting  reels,  which  articles  of  virtu 
cost  about  thirty  dollars  in  American  money,  or,  I 
presume,  six  guineas  in  English  coin.  I  do  not 
know  what  distance  the  "  Silex"  reel  can  compass  or 
what  baits  are  used  with  it,  yet  I  might  state  that 
a  common  American  bait  casting  reel  will  deliver 
an  ounce  frog  at  distances  of  thirty  or  forty  yards 
from  the  boat.  The  American  bait  casting  rod  has  • 
not  the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  fly  rod.  In 
weight  it  may  run  to  eight  ounces,  sometimes  less, 
a,nd  in  length  it  is  now  not  much  over  six  feet, 
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whereas  five  or  six  years  ago  it  was  so  long  as 
eight  feet.  The  rod  itself  is  used  simply  as  a 
catapult  for  the  bait,  and  the  bait  tears  off  from 
the  light  running  reel  the  slight  line  of  raw  silk.  I 
cannot  tell  how  long  a  casting-line  may  wear  in 
England,  yet  the  best  lines  which  we  have  found 
practical  in  America  rarely  wear  more  than  two  to 
three  days  if  one  casts  steadily.  There  is  room  in 
this  country  for  a  practical  bait  casting  line  which 
has  something  of  durability,  though  it  is  an  open 
question  whether  such  a  thing  be  possible. 

In  this  country  one  rarely  meets  an  angler  with 
wading  stockings  and  hobnailed  shoes.  "We  go 
Ln  for"  (I  believe  that  is  the  correct  English 
wording)  rather  for  mackintosh  wading  trousers 
with  boot  feet,  with  rubber  sole  attached  to  the 
stocking  itself. 

We  have  steel  rods  in  America,  even  'steel  fly- 
casting  rods,  but  the  steel-ribbed  rod,  which  I  see 
advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  something 
which  would  still  be  a  novelty  on  this  side  of  the 
water.  Indeed  there  are  a  great  many  things  which 
the  Fishing  Gazette  puts  before  the  American  angler 
which  cannot  fail  to  seem  new  and  interesting  to 
him. 

In  America  we  have  some  salmon  fishing,  though 
this  is  not  a  popular  recreation,  and  pertains  more 
and  more  to  the  wealthy  few.  Our  salmon  fishing  is 
located  in  the  extreme  north-east  of  the  United 
States,  or  indeed  not  in  the  United  States  at  all 
but  in  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec,  where  a  few 
Americans  control  salmon  fishing  rights.  Over 
several  States  of  the  middle-west  we  have  very 
fair  fishing  for  brook  trout,  Salvelinus  foutinalis. 
Farther  west  we  have  the  rainbow  trout,  the  Dolly 
Varden  trout,  and  the  mountain  trout  in  different 
varieties.  The  brown  trout  is  known  in  some  of 
the  preserves  of  the  Eastern  States,  but  we  cannot 
call  it  a  popular  fish  in  this  country.  Our  black 
bass  is  as  sturdy  a  game  fish  as  ever  swam  in  any 
water,  ready  for  fight  at  any  minute  and  of  obligingly 
voracious  habits.  Our  muscallunge  and  our  great 
Northern  pike  rival  in  weight  the  giant  pike  of 
England,  and  are  more  generally  distributed  and 
more  available  for  popular  sport.  In  our  Southern 
States  we  have  the  tarpon,  and  in  the  extreme  West 
the  giant  yellowtail  and  the  tuna.  All  in  all,  the 
United  States  of  America  are  fairly  well  equipped 
for  the  purposes  of  angling,  and  will  be  still  better 
equipped  when  the  old  American  wasteful  spirit  is 
replaced  by  a  more  conservative  valuation  of  the 
wild  game  and  fishes. 

We  are  well  advanced  in  the  manufacture  of 
practical  angling  goods,  and  I  question  if  the 
American  sportsman  would  be  willing  to  exchange 
his  gear  on  even  terms  with  his  English  cousin. 
In  the  differentiated  uses  of  certain  parts  of  the 
.ingler's  equipment  I  am  rather  disposed  to  believe, 
from  certain  things  which  I  read  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  that  the  IJritisher  might  be  able  to  give 
lessons  to  his  American  cousin,  at  least  in  certain 
details.  Yet  in  America,  as  in  Britain,  the  great 
freemasonry  of  angling  exists,  and  one  can  only  say 
that  if  lovers  of  the  sport  ever  turn  up  in  this  part 
of  the  country  their  American  brothers  will  be 
equally  glad  to  teach  them  all  they  may,  or  learn 
all  that  they  can.  E.  Hough. 

Chicago.   


ANGLING  PROSPECTS  IN  CANADA. 


The  arrival  of  the  crows  and  the  dwindling  of  the 
snowdrifts  are  not  the  only  indications  of  the  near 
approach  of  another  fishing  season.  The  letter  carrier's 
burden  grows  heavier,  and  almost  every  day  I  find 
among  my  mail  matter  one  or  more  letters  on  matters 
connected  with  fishing.  I  am  asked  all  kinds  of 
questions  concerning  the  fishing  season  of  1901,  and 
the  probable  date  of  its  practical  opening,  of  which,  so 
far,  I  am  totally  ignorant.  The  season  in  which  trout 
may  be  legally  taken  commences,  of  course,  on  May  1. 
]  jut  the  leopard  of  the  brook  sets  all  State  and  Federal 
fish  laws  at  defiance,  and  may  not  be  taken  by  fair  and 
legitimate  angling  at  any  fixed  date  or  season.  Upon 
this  point  I  can  only  say  that  we  have  winter  still  with 
us.  We  are  no  longer,  it  is  true,  rubbing  our  ears  to 
keep  them  from  freezing,  but  some  people  are  still  to 
be  seen  in  the  streets  wearing  fur  caps,  and  though 
wheeled  vehicles  have  commenced  to  appear  upon  the 
pi-incipal  city  thoroughfares,  four  to  five  feet  of  tnow 
is  still  piled  up  upon  many  of  the  country  roads.  The 
winter  has  been'  unusually  severe  so  far  as  frost  is 
concerned,  though  the  snowfall  was  lighter  than  that 
of  last  winter.  No  rain  fell  from  November  till  March, 
aud  there  was  no  thaw  during  that  period.  Conse- 
quently there  is  no  ice  on  the  ground  under  the  snow, 
and  the  thaw  is  likely  to  be  rapid-  and  to  cause  heavy 


freshets.  In  rivers  where  logs  are  to  be  floated  there 
is  therefore  reason  to  hope  that  they  will  be  driven  out 
before  the  best  fishing  of  the  season  commences. 

The  prospects  for  northern  travel  during  the  coming 
summer  are  said  to  be  very  promising,  the  number  of 
inquiries  for  accommodation  at  the  various  angling 
resorts  being  in  excess  of  those  of  former  years.  Never 
were  there  so  few  salmon  pools  offered  for  lease,  or  so 
many  disappointed  anglers  seeking  for  salmon  fishing. 
Salmon  rivers  in  Canada  are  safer  investments  than 
gold  mines. 

Several  American  parties  of  anglers  from  the  New 
England  States  are  expected  upon  their  preserves  in 
the  country  due  north  of  Quebec  during  the  third  and 
fourth  weeks  of  May,  and  some  of  them  write  that 
they  are  bringing  guests  with  them.  Lake  Edward 
has  booked  a  number  of  angling  guests,  who  are  to 
come  north  as  soon  as  notified  that  the  ice  is  out. 
The  hotel  at  the  Grande  Decharge  will  not  be  opened 
until  the  month  of  June,  but  there  will  undoubtedly 
be  good  ouananiche  fishing  from  soon  after  the  middle 
of  May  around  the  shores  of  Lake  St.  John,  though  it 
is  astonishing  how  very  few  take  advantage  of  this 
earliest  spring  fishing. 

Among  the  fish  and  game  clubs  which  will  be 
represented  in  the  first  angling  arrivals  from  the 
United  States  are  the  Triton,  the  Metabetchouan,  the 
Tourilli,  and  the  Amabalish.  Some  members  of  the 
Nonantum  Club  may  also  be  here  early  in  the  season. 
I  shall  endeavour,  as  usual,  to  keep  you  posted  as  to 
the  progress  of  the  season. 

A  most  determined  effort  is  now  being  made  to  put 
an  end  to  the  poaching  that  has  so  long  been  indulged 
in  upon  the  limits  of  the  different  clubs  in  the  Lake 
St.  John  district.  The  story  of  the  good  work  now 
being  done  in  this  direction  finds  a  more  appropriate 
place  in  another  letter  which  I  am  sending  the  editor, 
but  the  remark  may  fittingly  be  made  here  that  every 
member  of  a  fish  and  game  club  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec  and  every  sportsman  who  comes  to  Canada 
should  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  newly  established 
Sportsmen's  Fish  and  Game  Protective  Association  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  has  its  headquarters  in 
this  city. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambbbs,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
Quebec  City,  April  6. 


OUR  SUMMER  TRIP  TO  LES 
CHENEAUX. 

By  the  Bald-headed  Youngster. 
(Edward  S.  Kelley.) 
(Continued  from  page  302.) 

I  NEVER  imagined  there  could  be  so  many  children 
of  apparently  the  same  age  and  size  in  one  family. 
Of  course,  I  can  understand  how  there  might  be  two 
or  even  three,  but  that  "  French  family  "  was  appalling. 
They  all  went  barefooted,  and  no  Indian  could  walk 
with  less  noise.  They  travelled  single  file  along  the 
narrow  trail,  through  the  forest,  silent  as  so  many 
diminutive  ghosts.  Another  thing  I  learned  was  that 
one  quart  of  milk  is,  in  that  country,  either  exceed- 
ingly valuable  or  very  heavy.  It  took  all  the  children 
to  bring  it.  If  one  of  them  hurt  his  or  her  foot,  it  did 
not  keep  that  one  at  home,  it  only  made  the  proces- 
sion move  slower.  After  they  had  become  acquainted 
they  would  always  sit  down  and  stay  awhile.  They 
never  took  'oft  their  things.  I  asked  them  to  do  so 
once,  but  my  wife  reprimanded  me  so  severely  that  I 
did  not  urge  the  matter.  I  guess  she  thought  polite 
society  did  not  require  the  removal  of  anything  they 
had  on  at  that  time. 

But  we  enjoyed  them  just  the  same.  I  would  give 
a  dollar,  right  now,  to  see  those  French  kids  lined 
up  on  a  sixteen-foot  plank  and  hear  them  doing  their 
best  at  "  On  the  Banks  of  the  Wabash."  They  could 
sing  in  French  with  apparently  greater  ease  than  in 
English,  but  "  On  the  I?anks  of  the  Wabash  "  was  our 
favourite.  We  did  not  recognise  it  at  first,  but  after 
we  ascertained  just  what  it-was  it  was  like  meeting  an 
old  friend  from  home  (although  in  a  somewhat 
"frazzled"  condition),  and  we  always  had  them 
include  it  in  the  evening  programmp. 

I  cannot  give  a  history  of  the  events  of  the  trip  in 
chronological  order,  for  I  kept  no  diary.  Besides, 
some  things  occurred  of  which  I  would  rather  not 
write.  For  instance,  Bill  and  I  (Bill  is  a  twelve-year- 
old  girl,  and  the  only  son  I  have  excepting  her  younger 
sister)  rowed  up  to  the  Indian  village  one  day  on  the 
look  out  for  big  fish.  Bill  is  a  great  lover  of  fishing. 
I  do  not  know  how  she  ever  got  into  the  notion  either. 
The  fishing  had  not  been  good.  There  was  a  small 
inlet  near  the  village,  and  we  were  rowing  lazily  across 
its  mouth  when  I  felt  a  heavy  limge  on  my  line.  As 
I  rose  to  my  feet,  with  my  rod  in  hand,  the  mantle  of 
Elijah  must  have  fallen  on  me,;for  I  prophesied.  I 
said : — 

"  Now,  Bill,  you  watch  for  this|fish.  I  want  you  to 
see  him,  so  you  can  tell  the  folks  about  him  after  he 
has  gone." 

I  would  not  say  that  he  weighed  more  than  twenty 
pounds,  but  when  a  fish  weighs  so  much  he  is  a  bi^ 


fish,  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  say.  lie  lingered  with 
us  something  like  hilf  an  hour,  and  finally  doparted,- 
taking  with  him  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion  one  of 
the  best  hooks  I  had.  I  have  never  attempted  to 
describe  him,  but  Bill  stands  ready  to  make  any  kind 
of  an  affidavit  that  may  be  required  in  the  matter.' 
He  furnished  some  entertainment  for  her,  and  gave  us 
quite  a  nice  boat  ride.  I  think  that  is  about  all  ho 
was  good  for  anyway.    He  was  too  big  to  eat. 

J.  L         took  his  wife  out  for  a  row  one  evening, 

just  about  sunset,  and  when  they  returned  they 
brought  in  the  largest  pike  we  had  our  hands  on  while 
camped  on  the  island.  He  measured  over  three  feet 
in  length,  and  was  a  fine  specimen.  Wo  kept  him 
anchored  to  a  post  for  two  or  three  days,  and  finally 
gave  him  his  liberty. 

I  do  not  want  anyone  to  think  for  a  minute  that  we 
ate  no  fish  while  in  camp,  for  we  did.  Wo  had  them 
at  least  twice  a  day,  and  the  last  one  tasted  better,  if 
possible,  than  the  first.  Sometimes  we  cooked  as 
many  as  eighteen  or  twenty  for  a  meal.  I  never  saw 
better  eating  than  those  Lake  Huron  perch.  (There  1 
I've  let  that  cat  out  of  the  bag.)  We  ate  a  few 
pickerel,  one  or  two  mascalonge,  and  quite  a  number 
of  bass ;  but  the  chief  of  our  diet  was  the  despised 
perch.  I'll  bet  I  skinned  perch  enough  in  those  two 
weeks  to  fill  a  meat  market.  I  built  a  "  stake  pen  "  a 
few  rods  from  shore,  and  stocked  it  with  a  goodly 
supply;  and  long  before  we  broke  camp  we  had 
unanimously  adopted  the  missionary's  idea  that 
"  perch  is  a  very  good  fish,"  with  the  saving  clause 
that  his  goodness  was  solely  as  an  edible.  When  we 
wanted  to  fish  for  sport  we  went  out  into  the  bay. 
When  we  wanted  fish  to  eat  the  pen  was  the  place  to 
look  for  them. 

My  lack  of  faith  in  the  ability  of  Indians  to  tell  the 
truth  does  not  prevent  my  asking  them  questions,  nor 
does  it  always  deter  me  from  acting  on  information 
derived  from  them — usually  to  my  sorrow.  I  met  one 
on  the  mainland  one  day,  and  it  occurred  to  me  to 
inquire  concerning  the  trout  fishing.  This  Indian  was 
a  youth,  and  I  presume  his  abilities  as  a  liar  had  not 
fully  developed,  for  a  part  of  what  he  said  was  true. 
He  said  there  was  good  trout  fishing  in  a  stream  some 
two  miles  inland ;  that  there  was  a  good  road  to  the 
stream  and  plenty  of  trout  in  it,  the  stream  was  a  good 
one  to  fish,  and  he  would  dig  me  a  can  of  worms'  for 
ten  cents.  The  onlyqjlaoe  in  which  he  approached  the 
truth  was  in  the  statement  regarding  the  worms,  and 
if  I  was  going  to  bet  it  would  be  in  favour  of  his  having 
stolen  them.  Of  course  he  did  not  volunteer  any 
of  the  above  information  (or  misinformation).  His 
vocabulary,  so  far  as  I  could  discern,  consisted  entirely 
of  "  Yeh,"  "No,"  and  "  Ten  cent."  So,  if  it  came  to 
a  pinch,  I  could  not  swear  that  he  made  any  statements 
at  all.  I  had  promised  Bill  a  day's  trout  fishing,  and 
hired  a  fat  native  who  owned  a  little  cayuse  and  an  old 
buggy  to  take  us  out. 

On  the  appointed  day,  after  a  hurried  breakfast  eaten 
by  the  light  of  a  lantern,  we  left  the  sleeping  camp  at 
daybreak,  carrying  our  rods  and  creels  and  a  substantial 
lunch.  It  looked  rainy,  as  a  slight  mist  was  falling, 
so  we  wore  our  rubber  coats.  On  the  way  to  the 
mainland  the  young  lady,  who  sat  in  the  stern  of  the 
boat,  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  run  out  a 
trolling  line  that  lay  under  the  seat.  Shortly  there- 
after she  had  her  first  and  only  experience  with  a 
mascalonge.  He  jumped  in  the  air  about  three  feet, 
and  nearly  jerked  her  arm  out  of  joint.  She  said  she 
didn't  want  any  more  of  that  kind  of  fishing,  and 
wound  up  her  line. 

When  wc  got  ashore  the  fat  native,  who  had  agreed 
to  meet  us,  had  forgotten  the  first  and  most  important 
feature  of  the  day's  programme.  He  had  forgotten  to 
get  out  of  bed.  We  put  in  an  hour  or  two  waiting  for 
him.  When  he  finally  made  his  appearance  with 
our  conveyance,  I  could  not  see  just  how  we  were 
both  to  get  into  it  unless  he  first  climbed  out.  But 
he  packed  us  in.  That  is,  he  packed  me  in,  and  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  holding  Bill  on  my  lap  all  the  way  out. 
I  will  not  forget  that  ride  very  soon.  It  was  nearer 
five  miles  than  two  ;  they  were  rocky  and  bumpy  miles, 
and  the  portion  of  the  seat  cushion  allotted  to  me 
could  almost  be  represented  by  one  button.  Thence  I 
spread  out  over  the  iron  seat  rail.  My  elder  daughter 
is  not  very  old,  neither  is  she  very  light,  and  by  the 
time  we  reached  the  stream  that  seat  rail  had  become  a 
part  and  parcel  of  my  anatomy.  At  least,  it  felt  that 
way ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  an  operation  might  be 
required  to  separate  me  from  that  appendage. 

On  the  way  out  the  driver,  with  the  intention,  I 
presume,  of  making  himself  agreeable,  talked  "bear" 
nearly  all  the  time ;  pointing  out  here  aud  there  a 
spot  where  one  had  been  killed,  with  now  and  then  an 
instance  of  the  other  fellow  getting  the  worst  of  it. 
I  was  so  busy  with  the  seat-rail  that  I  did  not  notice 
the  full  force  of  his  conversation  until  he  had  gone 
home,  leaving  us  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  in  a 
swamp  tangle  of  underbrush. 

Bill  was  first  to  get  her  hook  into  the  water,  and  in 
a  minute  or  so  had  landed  a  small  trout.  I  then  told 
her  to  fish  down  the  right  bank  of  the  stream,  while  I 
would  take  the  left. — A)Herican  Fifld. 

( To  be  continued.) 
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(to /«SMre  insertion)  must  anive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning.  ^  ■' 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS 

Thames.-GENEBAL  REMABKS.-Thames  trout  have 

^IZ  f-  ^""^  itf.  Wednesday's  showers  the  rive? 
should  freshen  a  little,  and  with  warmer  weather  some 
?      f        ^'  "^^^  especially  in  view  of 

the  fact  that  only  a  few  trout  have  been  caught  this 
season  At  Shepperton,  Major  Terry  has  had  three 
t  fa  ^""^      ^^Sler  on  the  weir 

had  a  611b.  fish  on  May  5.  Mr.  Tom  Denniford  has 
had  a  brace  of  small  fish,  which  he  returned.  Mr. 
E  Sellon,  fishing  at  Mapledurham,  hooked  a  trout 
estimated  to  weigh  101b.,  but  he  lost  it  when  the  fi.h 
was  c  ose  to  the  boat,  through  the  knot,  which  tied  the 
fhl  1,  ^  liiie  slipping.  The  fish  escaped  with 
the  cast  hanging  to  it,  and  will,  in  all  probability  be 
fou^d  dead.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society^as 
just  arranged  for  punts  at  Staines  and  Chertsey,  for 
the  free  use  of  members,  and  negotiations  are  pro- 
ceeding for  the  hire  of  a  punt  at  Wraysbury  The 
wnTbe  the  Thames  Restocking  Association 

will  be  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Strand?  on  Wednes 
day  nes  (May  15)  at  7.30  p.m.-F.  H.  aClext 
ta  W  ^on  ^'^i'T^^'^.  f°lIo^ving  trout  have  been 
taken.  One  twenty-two  inches  long,  51b.  weight  bv 
Sn -thelrd''-  f  'l'%^.^^--06,  London  ;  one  oTsjlb' 
on  the  3rd  mst.,  by  Major  Arthur  Terry,  of  Halliford 
who  has  also  caught  several  smaller  ones,  but  which 
SbTnif  I'^Ar"  returned  ;  one  of  5flb.,  on  the 

W  ^f^""'^  of  B^^eet.   T.  Gomni, 

Jisq.,  has  had  one  durmg  the  week  of  2Jlb.  which  he 
returned.  Mr.  W  Ison,  of  Chertsey,  has  also  taken 
another  nice  fish  of  31b.— John  V.  Eyre 
f  ~~  (f-ecWade,  etc.)— River  still  in  very  fair  order 
for  trou  mg  on  some  of  the  stretches ;  a  few  rods  have 
rTmbIer      ""^^  present  of  little  doing.— The 

fn^^f^°^^y  3)istrict.-It  remains  rather  too  cold 
ALrTfl^""^  ^'^^"g-    There  is  consequently  a 

5r«rW  °°  the  water.  The  fish  turned  out  by  the 
aine.r  ta  rT-^^''^  ''^  Willingham  and  the  Rase 
appear  to  be  doing  very  well,  and  further  local  stocking 

s  taking  place.  Two  hundred  yearling  rainbows  go 
^^Lrtjrr'T       Thoresway  this  week,  and  on 

.^"^^^  ^.K^'*  Ancholme  Commissioners  put  600 
pn^  J°  f "  ''T-  ^l-^"  ^IV  is  now  on, 

and  we  shall  have  the  Hawthorn  in  a  few  days.- 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor.  ^ 

Coin,  &c. ,  East  Gloucestershire.-The  Gloucester- 
F.'/Jc^^M^'o^''®  m  capital  order.  The  alder  was  up  on 
Fiiday  (May  3),  and  some  good  trout  have  been  killed. 

sToi^^ISn.  °^  """""^        ^'^'"^^^  '° 

Cornish  Streams.-Fishermen  are  beginning  to 
think  we  have  had  enough  of  local  thunderstorms  and 
snowers.  The  rivers  were  very  clear  before  the  rain, 
and  If  fine  weather  comes  on  now  there  ought  to  be 
and  would  be  good  sport  with  trout  for  the  next 
month  For  the  time  most  of  the  streams  are  fouled 
by  road  water  and  the  knight  of  the  worm  is  master  of 
the  situation  Capital  fly  fishing  has  been  had  before 
this  week  and  good  sport  was  got  on  the  Camel  higher 
waters  and  the  Fowey.  Peel  are  not  showing  yet  but 
are  expected  witn  this  tide.— Bodmin 

parenth  (Sutton-at-Hone,  Hawley,  etc  )-The 
water  IS  beginning  to  fall  at  last  and  is  very  clear, 
except  just  below  the  spots  at  which  pollution  enters! 
Ihe  weather  has  been  against  fly  fishing,  the  wind 
being  generally  from  the  east  or  north,  and  the  sun 
bright.  A  few  grey  gnats  were  on  the  water,  and  an 
occasional  sedge  but  the  trout  generally  ignored  their 
rf2r°  T  J         '^"^  "''^  ^^'■^^  t'^^^t  and  he  was  not 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).- The  sport  with 
trout  does  not  show  much  sign  of  improvement. 
Fish  have  been  taking  in  a  very  erratic  manner 
coming  on  the  feed  at  various  times  during  the  day 
and  then  only  for  a  short  time.  Three  or  four  rods 
one  evemng  this  week  had  not  a  rise  between  them. 
Last  Thursday  Mr.  Evans- Vaughan,  of  Paignton 
killed  fourteen,  and  Messrs.  H.  T.  and  E.  Distin  fishing 
down  from  Staverton  secured  a  few  brace.  Fish  took  well 
for  about  an  hour  and  then  went  off  again.  Mr  G 
Garrow  Green  creeled  half-a-dozen  nice  fish  at  the 
Weir  on  Saturday  evening,  and  on  Monday  tried  the 
Harbourne  for  the  first  time,  getting  eighteen  trout, 
weighing  nearly  61b.  On  Tuesday  evening,  Messrs 
Ackrell  and  Tull,  fishing  in  company,  kilkd  ten  - 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.-The  weather  has  changed 
again  this  week,  and  an  east  wind  has  been  all  against 
sport.  A  few  good  lots  were  creeled  on  the  rivers 
around  the  southern  border  last  week,  one  rod  getting 
twenty  braoe  ;  another  angler  hooked  three  trout  with 
the  Red  Palmer,  Maxwell's  Blue,  and  March  Brown 
andmg  two  On  the  Teign  sport  is  quiet.  The  nets 
have  caught  forty-two  salmon  and  twenty-nine  peel 
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one  of  the  former  being  a  281b.  fish.    There  are  still 

aSrthe  Co',f  f"*"r  ■  Conservators  t 

asKing  the  County  Council  to  apply  to  the  T,ofal 

Government  Board  for  permission  to  prosecute  certain 
parties  for  polluting  the  Culm.  Mr.  Tracey!  of  Tiver  on 
has  offered  to  place  some  yearling  trout  ii  the  Exe  , n 

fish  ""ml  off  °™  from  native  Exe 

fish.  His  offer  to  turn  in  1000  yearlings,  including 
some  common  and  rainbow  trout,  was  not  accented' 
the  Conservators  desiring  to  stick  to  the  oM  bleed  oSy 
ltoth:rSl7r?  Council  have  decided  to  rurchaJe 
in  sSte  nT?i?   f   f  ^.w";  Tottiford  Reservoir, 

urvived  of  S«  m^^^^  '^^^^-^  ^^^^  °^^y  500 

surv  ived  of  the  10,000  ova  recently  put  in.-DEVONiAN 

?hTw«^b  ^r't""^^  ^^''""^  ^^'^  Hotel  Length^ 
-The  weather  has  been  qmte  unfavourable  to  angling 
since  my  last  report.  Fair  sport  was  enjoyed  by  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Okeover  Club  staying  here  list  week,  fiSg 
the  Okeover  Water.  On  Monday  last  (May  6)  Mr  V 
Anderson  got  two  and  a  half  brace,  on  Tuesday  one 
brace  and  on  Wednesday  two  and  a  half  brace  of^er? 
-W.  E^-A^^sr''^         condition,  averaging  nearly 

Pevp'^TlVofiK^/'^''**."*^— ^^'^^  ^e«ts  at  the 
I'e^eiil  Hotel  had  some  decent  sport  in  the  early  part  of 
last  week  on  the  Dondale  length.  Mr  W  Smedlev 
also  didwell  one  day  on  same  length.-D  &W.H.Fosteb. 
„i  •  'Whitby).— As  was  anticipated  during  the 
c  osing  days  of  last  week,  only  moderate  sport  has 
attended  upon  the  efforts  of  the  few  anglers  who  have 
plied  the  rod  on  this  river  during  the  early  portion  of 
the  week,  and  m  a  large  measure  the  somewhat  low 
condition  of  the  water  is  responsible  for  this  in  addi 
tion  to  the  occasional  cold  easterly  winds  which  have 
been  experienced.  Dr.  English  is  reported  to  have 
grassed  3J  brace  of  trout,  whilst  Mr.  Charles  Keighley 

TZl^'tl^  ^.^'^  ilb.  was  secured  by 

each  of  the  above  gentlemen.— J.  Jackson 
Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)- 

Anglmg  on  the  waters  on  the  Rutlandshire  side  makes 
but  poor  progress.  Though  we  have  got  into  May 
there  are  very  few  aquatic  flies  to  be  noticed,  and  land 
llies  are  not  so  numerous  as  they  should  be  con 
sequently  those  who  wish  to  catch  fish  have  to 
resort  to  he  maggot.  Dock  grub  and  the  grub 
found  m  the  trout  streams  are  very  useful.  March 
Brown  and  Cowdung  flies  are  perhaps  as  good  as  any 
tning. — Limpet.  ^       o  j 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).-Budding  vegetation 
s  showing  Itself  everywhere.  Bloom  i1  on  every 
hedge  and  every  bank.  Despite  the  changes  around, 
the  hatchmg  of  aquatic  flies  is  not  what  it  ought  to 
be.  When  one  comes  to  think  that  the  drake  season 
m^n^  J  ^^''}Y^iy  depressing.  In  some  places 
Black  Gnat  IS  said  to  be  out  in  force,  but  imitations 
in  March  Browns,  Olive  Duns,  etc.,  are  tried  with 
varymg  success.  Most  success  attends  grub  fishing 
Salmon  fishers  on  the  Trent  are  getting  no  sport 
Weir°-L'°"'''  ^^^"^  Averham 

Ia^t^«!k"^.r''T''  ^^""^^  Wales).-As  I  predicted 
last  week  there  has  been  a  very  marked  improvement 
in  the  fishing,  and  some  very  good  baskets  have  been 
made.  During  the  week,  260  trout,  weighing  1961b 
were  weighed,  and  the  following  are  some  of  the  best 
individual  catches  :-0n  May  2,  Mr.  Hawkins  killed 
seven,  51b  2oz. ;  Rev.  R.  Chesshire,  six,  31b.  7oz. ;  Capt 
Hodge  and  Mr.  Briggs,  four,  21b.  lloz ;  Mr.  Williams, 
four,  .31b.  loz.  ;  and  Messrs.  Gifford  and  Thomas  three 
each.  On  May  3,  Mr.  Thomas  creeled  fourteen,  81b. 
Ifu^W  o?^^'"'  ^^^^ei^'  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Moss,  ten, 

foS;  pfh'i^'-  Sheather  four  31b.  9oz.;  Mr.  Mae'nair 
four,  21b.  13oz  ;  and  other  rods  three  each  under.  Oi^ 
«if^  '  mi.P*;?°^S''  ^^"^"^  sixteen,  101b. ;  Mr.  Thomas 
aTt'  ^l^-  '  Crowther,  fourteen,  81b.  lloz.  ■ 
and  Mr.  Moss,  thirteen,  81b.  7oz.  On  May  6,  Mr.  Moss 
killed  nineteen.  141b.  loz.;  and  Capt.  Hodge,  Mr. 
Gifford,  and  Mr.  iCrowther,  14  each.  Yesterday  Mr 
Crowther  killed  seventeen,  101b.  12oz. ;  Capt.  Hodge 
twelve  71b.,  13oz.  ;  Mr.  Moss,  ten,  61b.  As  usual,  very 
small  flies  are  killing  in  May.— Long  drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  rain  in  the  Lea  Valley 
has  been  very  welcome,  as  the  iparent  river  required 
sweetening  and  freshening  up  very  badly.  Anglers  out 
in  the  higher  reaches  should  now  find  some  colour  in 
the  water  The  river  has  been  gin  bright  lately.  The 
cold  winds  have  interfered  very  much  with  trout 
fishing  and  little  has  been  done  on  the  public  reaches 
of  the  Lea.  In  the  Hertford  district  a  21b.  trout  has 
been  landed  by  Mr.  Illott,  and  on  Oram's  water  I  hear 
Mr.  Garratt  has  had  a  31b.  trout.  No  captures  are 
reported  from  Ware  or  St.  Margaret's  yet,  although 
several  trout  have  been  seen  feeding.  On  preserved 
waters  m  the  Broxbourne  district  several  good  trout 
have  been  taken.  In  the  tributary  Beane  at  Hertford 
Mr.  Currell  jun.,  has  accounted  for  a  nice  brace  of 
trout-21b.  lloz.  and  21b.  lOoz.,  taken  with  the  worm 
Other  trout  have  been  caught  in  that  stream.  Plenty 
of  course  fish  have  been  showing  in  the  Lea  lately 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  height 
and  are  m  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  rather  unsettled,  and  rain  and  hailstorms  have 


been  had,  l,ut  they  have  not  interfered  with  the  water 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  The  trout 
are  feeding  better,  and  they  rise  well  at  the  fly.  The 
best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  Red 

Brown';  /T-i^^''"  Silver  Dun,  March 

Spider,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been 

GwYNNB  "'"^  order.- 

i^^SS,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  in  capital  trim.  Trout  are  rising  better, 
PnnH°K  ^'^''Ply- the  weather  not  being  as  favourable  as 
could  be  wished.  For  the  past  few  days  we  have  had 
occasional  showers,  some  hail,  with  bright  sunshiny 
)w®^    ^^''^'^•.T"'^  «^«t  to  north.  To-day 

(Wednesday)  it  has  been  thundering  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  afternoon,  and  it  still  hovers  around.  The 
glass  IS  very  low,  yet  inclined  to  rise.  With  genial 
weather,  sport  should  be  good  next  week.  The  flies  to 
select  from  should  be  March  Brown,  Stone  fly.  Blue 
Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Hurdy  Brown,  Yellow  Dun,  Mulberry 

^'^'^y  ^^"«>  ^'^y  and  Red  Spinners. 
— K.  T.  Williams.  ^ 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  Threatening 
weather  with  white  clouds  and  thunder  in  the  air,  has 
prevailed  for  the  past  few  days,  and  trout  have  not 
sported  well.  However,  yesterday  (7th)  and  to-day  a 
T  '^^^'^  ^""^  ""^^  ^o^vn,  and  the  river  looks 
all  the  better  for  it.  At  Ottery  St.  Mary  to-day  (8th) 
several  rods  were  out.  One  took  three  nice  fish 
aggregating  in  weight  21b.  6oz.,  and  another  got  two 
brace  headed  by  a  grand  trout  of  lib.  2oz.  The  fish 
moved  a  little  in  the  afternoon  between  the  thunder- 
storms and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  a  small  dark  Dun 
m  evidence  on  the  water,  which  they  seemed  to  be 
ifi  successful  artificial  was  the  small  dark 

Blue  Quill.— Heron. 

Plymouth.  —  Sport  in  the  rivers  has  been  very 
inferior  during  the  week.  We  have  had  some  thunder 
showers  that  does  not  improve  the  rising  capabilities 
ot  the  fish.  Several  peel  have  gone  up  the  Tavy  and 
Plym,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  being  taken  on  a 
rod  yet.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  higher 
waters  with  the  worm.— William  Heabder  (B  S  A  S  ) 
?T®^^',"''"y^"^'  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— The  complaint  that  very  few  flies  are  to  be 
seen  on  the  streams  in  this  neighbourhood  is  yet  heard 
amongst  anglers,  and  as  few  fish  can  be  tempted  to 
rise  at  flies  of  any  pattern,  very  little  sport  can  be 
obtained  with  the  fly  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  and 
other  kinds  of  bait  are  still  the  most  successful.  On 
the  Tanat,  where  the  fly  is  the  only  lure  used,  very  few 
trout  have  been  captured,  and  this  is  partly  accounted 
tor  by  the  chilly  north  east  wind  which  has  recently 
prevailed,  bringing  with  it  showers  of  cold  rain  and 
occasionally  hailstorms,  so  that  angling  in  this  stream 
as  in  all  others  in  the  vicinity,  has  to  be  pursued  under 
disadvantageous  surroundings. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
The  spell  of  summer-like  weather  is  broken,  and  white 
frosts,  cold  winds,  with  partial  showers,  are  upon  us 
The  warm  weather  was  pleasant,  and  gave  an  impetus 
to  all  kinds  of  sport  piscatorial.  Anglers  on  the  Ouse 
ha»ve  taken  a  few  trout  at  Hamsey,  and  also  at  the 
slooji  above  Sheffield  Park.  Worming  has  accounted 
for  the  majority  of  fish.  The  tributaries  in  the  district 
are  preserved,  and  in  many  cases  stocked,  permission 
being  given  only  to  the  favoured  few.  Trout  up  to 
14oz.  are  the  heaviest  fish  notified.  A  few  nice  fish 
have  been  caught  in  the  Adur  streams,  but  free 
trouting  18  of  the  past.  The  recent  spell  of  warm 
weather  brought  the  smelt  into  the  harbours  in  shoals 
Some  few  rods  at  Dellquay  and  at  Fames  Mill,  in  the 
Birdham  district  of  Chichester  Harbour,  have  taken 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  dozen  a  tide. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  There  has  been 
some  changeable  weather  this  week,  and  it  is  not  at  all 
settled.  On  Tuesday  a  heavy  hailstorm  passed  over 
the  district  and  rain  has  been  had  since,  but  it  has  not 
altered  the  water.  The  trout  are  moving  better  at  the 
fly  and  there  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  of  late 
and  they  have  used  the  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  Stone  fly 
Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  Hare's  Ear,  Silver  Blue  and 
March  Brown.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful 
with  worm,  and  sport  has  been  had  with  minnow.  On 
Saturday  an  angler  landed  a  nice  dish  of  trout  with 
the  Red  Palmer  and  Cowdung.  With  worm  near 
Ludford  some  nice  trout  were  taken.  Fishing  on 
Monday  under  Whitcliffe  a  few  nice-sized  fish  were 
landed  with  the  March  Brown  and  Stone  fly.  With 
minnow  under  the  weirs  large  trout  have  been  caught. 
With  the  worm  on  Tuesday  evening  sport  was  had  in 
Castle  Pound. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  is 
now  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  in  every  way  suit- 
able for  fly.  The  weather  this  week  has  been  change- 
able, and  rain  und  hail  have  been  had,  but  it  has  not 
altered  the  state  of  the  water.  More  rain  threatens, 
but  the  fish  are  moving  better,  and  there  are  a  good 
few  natural  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  prospects  for 
sport  in  this  district  are  good.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  and  used  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  ' 
Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung„  and  fair  sport  has  been 
had,  and  the  prospects  are  now  good. — Worcester. 
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Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  fly  fishing  for  trout 
hitherto  in  the  streams  from  the  Wold  and  higher 
districts  on  the  Nottinghamshire  side.  Those  who 
speak  of  catching  fish  pin  their  faith  on  the  dock 
grub,  the  straw  bait,  or  the  worm.  Very  few  flies  are 
seen,  and  the  fish  only  play  with  them  for  about  an 
hour  in  the  afternoon  after  a  sunny  day.  As  a  rule 
flies  are  very  listless,  and  fish  will  not  come  out  of  the 
holes  unless  they  are  blown  on  the  water.  Vegetation 
is  putting  on  its  liveliest  aspect  about  a  month  behind 
time. — Lrci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  a  goodly  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  both  on  the  Wye  and  higher 
reaches  of  the  Derwent ;  but  many  complain  that 
there  are  so  i  few  fish  rising,  especially  in  the  streams. 
There  is  still  an  absence  of  natural  flies  on  the  water. 
The  best  basket,  I  hear,  was  obtained  by  Mr.  D.  P. 
Pearson,  two  brace  of  nice  fish,  taken  with  a  Dark 
Olive  fly  from  the  Matlock  and  |Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  near  the  High  Tor  stream.  Mr. 
Dowd  on  Monday  had  one  brace,  one  of  these  nearly 
IJlb.  The  prospect  is  fairly  good  when  the  weather  is 
more  settled  and  warmer,  as  we  have  had  hailstorms 
ta-day  (Wednesday).  Plies  :  Dark  Olive,  Yellow  Dun 
of  April,  Hare's  Ear,  Claret  Bumble,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Sandfly. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Herefordshire). — On  May  3,  on  the  Holme 
Lacy  fishery,  the  Countess  of  Chesterfield  caught  a 
salmon  of  191b.  Her  ladyship  is  an  expert  wielder  of 
the  fly  rod.  This  is  the  first  salmon  she  has  caught 
on  the  earl's  fishery.  On  the  Pownhope  fishery,  for 
the  week  ending  May  4,  there  were  four  salmon  caught, 
from  161b.  to  241b.,  two  by  Mr.  Wells  Ridley  and  two 
by  Mr.  Hatton. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. 
(Yorkshire). — I  am  sending  you  by  this  post  a  tin  of 
Stone  fly  creepers.  I  generally  find  they  travel  any 
distance  and  reach  their  destination  fresh  and  well- 
packed  in  damp  moss.  The  creeper  seems  pretty  abun- 
dant up  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries.  It  should  prove 
a  killing  bait  just  now.  I  fish  it  on  the  same  tackle  as 
used  for  Stone  fly,  to  which  one  shot  corn  should  be 
added.  The  smaller  flies  do  not  hatch  out  at  all  freely 
yet,  owing  doubtless  to  the  north-east  wind  which 
prevails.  What  we  want  is  some  warm  rain  to  stir  up 
the  larvae  and  hatch  out  the  Duns,  etc.,  that  ought  to 
be  plentiful  now.  I  have  seen  the  Yore  lower,  but 
never  clearer.  The  fish  take  a  lot  of  catching,  and 
even  experts  get  few  trout.  I  saw  a  nice  dish  of  six 
fish  that  had  been  caught  yesterday  before  breakfast,  and 
a  large  trout  for  the  Yore,  viz.,  one  of  21b.,  but  sport 
has  only  been  moderate  from  Hawes  down  to  Ripon. 
Little  has  been  done  in  the  Swale,  but  Mr.  Slinger 
and  some  of  the  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  seem 
to  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Bedale  Beck  and  have 
taken  some  nice  Lock  Lever  trout  from  fib.  to  IJlb. 
each,  and  I  hear  Mr.  Simon  Hunter,  the  well-known 
poultry  expert,  has  done  well  in  the  Cod  Beck. 
Respecting  the  Wharfe,  Mr.  Carter  Platts  says ; — 
"  When  the  wind  got  round  out  of  the  east  and  north 
fly  made  some  slight  promise  of  hatching  out.  I 
have  been  on  the  Ilkley  length  to-day.  The  keeper 
tells  me  that  very  few  anglers  have  been  out — some 
few  days  now — and  nothing  worth  mentioning  has 
been  done.  To-day  on  the  top  end  of  the  length  there 
was  a  hatch  or  Iron-Blue  Duns  (Dark  Watchett) ;  half 
a  mile  further  down  nothing  of  the  sort  was  seen. 
Two  or  three  brace  of  fish  hardly  earned  have  been  as 
many  as  could  be  got.  I  think  from  now  sport  will 
will  mend  on  Wharfe.  I  always  reckon  May  as  our 
best  month  for  fly."  From  another  correspondent  I 
hear  that  the  most  successful  anglers  on  the  above 
length  have  been  Messrs.  Leach  and  Richardson.  At 
Boston  Spa,  Messrs.  Livesey,  Bryan,  Grimshaw  and 
Rippin  have  been  ridding  the  water  of  a 'lot  of  pike. 
The  Nidd  keeps  discoloured.  —  John  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esh  and  Liddle. — The  waters  are  still 
running  a  trifle  low,  but  there  has  been  a  decided 
change  of  weather  with  occasional  showers  during  the 
last  week.  In  the  Netherby  water  Mr.  A.  Johnson 
landed  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb.  Catches  of  yellow  trout 
are  being  got  in  Langholm  water  by  Messrs.  Harkness, 
McMillan,  Story,  Martin,  and  Reid,  while  in  the 
smaller  streams  good  sport  has  been  had,  more 
especially  in  the  upper  tributaries  adjacent  to  Lang- 
holm. "The  Ewes  is  showing  up  well  in  Burn  trout, 
while  a  few  have  been  got  in  the  Tarras,  and  also  in 
the  Liddle  in  the  upper  reaches  below  the  Hermitage 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  26  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s. ;  60  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knetted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  la.  each  ;  63.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  id.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  E.  Millbb,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


water,  which  has  also  afforded  fair  sport  with  yellow 
trout.  The  Sandholm  and  Gullet  Pools  have  yielded 
average  sport,  Messrs.  Johnstone,  Nichol,  and  Wm. 
Murray  having  made  the  best  baskets.  Down  by 
Kershope  Foot,  Penton,  and  the  Inch  Pools  in  the 
Liddle  Mr.  Graham  had  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W. 
Murray  had  in  the  Liddle  a  fish  of  Ulb.  Mr.  W. 
Carruthers  and  Mr.  T.  Johnstone  and  others  have, had 
good  baskets  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  William  Douglas 
predicts  a  flood.  In  the  Solway  the  past  week  has  not 
been  a  productive  one.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle  with  fly 
Mr.  Stoddart  had  four  dozen  yellow  trout  at  one 
fishing,  and  nine  nice  specimens  at  another.  Mr. 
Dickie  caught  some  large  trout  in  the  upper  stretches. 
Mr.  P.  Bow,  Mr.  J.  Dawson,  Dr.  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Court,  Sheffield,  had  also  fair  sport.— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 
exceptionally  good  sport  of  the  past  spring  has  fallen 
off  owing  to  bright  hot  weather.  On  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  of  this  week  a  lot  of  rain  fell, 
and  it  is  expected  that  before  this  appears  in  print 
some  good  catches  will  be  made  on  the  various  beats, 
as  they  are  all  being  fished  except  Amat.  On  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Bankes,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  got  a  sahnon 
of  8^1b.  on  Invercharron  water  ;  and  Captain  Warner, 
a  9-pounder  on  Braelangwell  water.  Mr.  W.  AUis 
Smith,  of  Glen  Garifi,  Eastbourne,  landed  two  on 
Glencalver  water,  the  highest  beat  on  the  river. — B. 

Deveron  (BaniFshire). — Last  week  the  continued 
dry  weather  was  beginning  to  tell  on  the  river.  The 
water  was  running  low  and  clear  and  scarcely  a  fish 
was  killed  on  the  whole  course  of  the  river.  On 
Sunday,  however,  a  change  set  in,  rain  began  to  fall  in 
the  afternoon,  and  except  for  a  short  time  on  Monday 
it  has  not  ceased  until  Wednesday.  The  water  is 
rising  and  prospects  are  brighter.  The  fresh  showers 
have  enticed  fish  to  the  river,  a  true  indication  being 
the  increased  number  that  night  fishermen  killed  in 
beginning  of  the  week.  Sport  has  been  been  very 
successfully  carried  on  in  the  upper  sections,  and 
anglers  will  get  a  fresh  start  when  the  water  settles. 
For  the  last  fortnight  of  April  no  fewer  than  seventeen 
salmon  were  killed  on  the  free  water  of  Huntly. 
During  the  same  period  excellent  sport  was  got  on  the 
Corniehaugh  fishery  by  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  R.  S.  Cham- 
berlain, and  Colonel  Dixon.  The  fish  were  of  about  an 
average  weight  of  81b.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge 
section,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  about  a  dozen  fish  of 
61b.  to  91b.  Some  heavy  baskets  of  yellow  trout  were 
also  got.  There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  yield  of  fish 
from  the  net  stations  on  the  coast  towards  the  end  of 
last  week,  but  on  the  opening  of  the  present,  fish  were 
more  numerous.  Two  boxes  were  sent  to  the  market 
containing  thirty  fish.  Grilse  have  not  as  yet  made 
their  appearance  in  the  river. — H.  W. 

Doon  (Dalmellington,  N.B.).— Out  from  Eglinton 
Hotel  on  May  4  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Morton,  Ayr, 
killed  forty-eight  trout  with  fly.  Out  from  same  hotel 
on  May  6  Messrs.  Douglas,  Glasgow,  had  thirty-one 
trout  with  fly. — J.  Macdonald. 

Huntly. — The  unclouded  sunshine  of  last  week 
was  not  altogether  to  the  mind  of  anglers,  and  those 
with  light  baskets  attributed  it  to  the  sun.  Friday 
last  (the  3rd)  was  a  big  day  with  local  anglers,  and 
notwithstanding  the  very  bright  day  fair  baskets  were 
got,  the  bestll  heard  of  being  IMr.  Donald's,  141b.  The 
rain  of  the  last  few  days  has  swollen  all  our  streams. 
The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  landed  on  the 
7th,  2^1b. ;  it  was  taken  with  a  trout  fly. — Deake 
Wing. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — A  change  in  [the  weather 
has  been  looked  forward  to  by  the  anglers  here  in  the 
expectation  that,  as  fish  were  offering  well  in  the 
bright  weather  and  fairly  satisfactory  sport  got,  creels 
would  be  very  heavy  when  rain  came.  Rain  has 
come,  but  with  it  sport  has  declined.  Monday  was 
overcast  and  showery,  but  heavy  electric  clouds  with 
a  light  veering  wind  kept  fish  from  taking.  On 
Tuesday  rain  fell  all  day,  and  there  was  a  strong 
gusty  wind  from  the  north-east.  The  weather  was 
bitterly  cold,  and  there  being  an  absence  of  flies  on 
the  water  anglers  returned  to  the  pier  benumbed, 
with  lighter  creels  than  for  some  time  past.  With  a 
milder  atmosphere,  the  moist  weather  should  result 
in  a  marked  improvement  in  sport.  A  number  of 
heavy  creels  were,  however,  got  during  the  week.  Mr. 
D.  Stewart  and  Mr.  L.  Walker,  Edinburgh,  had 
twenty-three  trout,  211b. ;  Mr.  Greig  and  Mr.  Ballan- 
tyne,  Coatbridge,  sixteen  trout,  131b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Sloan, 
Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Borthwick,  Peebles, 
sixteen  trout,  141b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Gibson,  Coatbridge, 
twenty-two  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-three  trout,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Lilburn,  Gateside,  and 
Mr.  Anderson,  Kinross,  twenty-seven  trout,  151b. ;  Mr. 
Graham- Stirling,  twenty  trout,  151b.;  Mr.  J.  Hamilton, 
Dundee,  sixteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  A.  Ednie  and  Mr.  J. 
Henderson,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Ogilvy,  Arndean,  nineteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  R.  T. 
Annan  and  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout, 
Ulb. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wright,  Dunblane,  fifteen  trout,  131b. 
The  heaviest  trout  captured  weighed  31b.  2oz.  A 
number  of  pike  were  caught  from  31b.  to  121b.  Nine 
clubs  competed,  at  which  116  competitors  took  part. 
The  first  prize-winners  were  Mr.  W.  Ramage,  Dun- 


fermline Club,  four  trout,  41b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Watson, 
Kinross-shire  Club,  two  trout,  21b. ;  Major  Greig, 
Coatbridge  Club,  twelve  trout,  81b.  12oz. ;  Dr.  Allum, 
Bridge  of  Allan  Club,  four  trout,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Jlr.  T. 
Binnie,  Edinbugh  St.  Andrew  Club,  seven  trout, 
61b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  A.  C.  McDougall,  Wellshot  Club,  ten 
trout,  51b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  Stirling  Clulj,  six 
trout,  41b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  D.  Fenton,  Perthshire  Club,  ten 
trout,  61b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  A.  Allice,  St.  Mirin  Club,  five 
trout,  31b.  6oz.  The  Perthshire  Club  was  the  most 
successful,  when  seventeen  members  captured  eighty- 
four  trout,  581b.  2oz.  The  heaviest  trout  captured  at 
the  competition  was  got  by  Mr.  W.  Ramage,  of  the  Dun- 
fermline Club,  and  wei^ghed  lib.  14Joz. — R.  Laixg. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  April  29,  fishing 
on  Loch  Horisary,  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Holford  and  Mr. 
Hardy  had  ten  sea  trout,  weighing  101b.  (heaviest  31b.). 
On  May  1,  the  same  party,  fishing  on  Gerin  Mill,  had 
twenty  brown  trout,  weighing  71b.  (heaviest  lib.)  ;  and 
on  the  same  date,  Mr.  Acklam  got  a  salmon,  weighing 
111b.,  on  Loch  Skealtair.  On  May  6,  fishing  on 
Horisary,  Lieatenant  C.  A.  Holford  and  Mr.  Hardy 
got  four  sea  trout,  weighing  51b.  (heaviest  31b.). — T.  D. 
MacGeegoe. 

Lochness  (Foyers).  —  Pishing  Lochness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  May  1,  Mr.  McGregor,  of  Dundee, 
killed  a  salmon  of  181b.  On  May  2,  fishing  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  Pile,  of  Sutton,  Surrey,  had  a  nice  basket 
of  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  101b.,  and  on  May  3, 
six  trout,  31b.    On  May  4,  Mr.  Shaw  had  six  trout, 

3Jlb.— S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Kiuthven. — The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport 
got  on  Loch  Ruthven  for  past  week :  On  April  29,  Dr. 
Findlay  had  nineteen  trout,  81b.  On  April  30,  Colonel 
McGregor,  nineteen,  81b.,  and  on  May  1,  twenty-two, 
91b. ;  on  the  same  day  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty-nine, 
9^1b.,  and  on  May  2,  thirty-five,  23^1b.  On  May  2 
also,  Mr.  C.  D.  Stewart  caught  forty  ;  Colonel 
McGregor,  fifteen,  61b.  On  May  3,  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson, 
twelve,  4Jlb.,  and  on  May  4,  thirty-four,  12^1b. — 
J.  Geaham  &  Co. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin),  N.B.— On  May  1  Mr.  McNab, 
fishing  for  Mrs.  Lowsely-Williams,  landed  a  salmon 
181b.  On  May  3  Mrs.  Maisey,  fishing  for  Mrs.  Berger, 
London,  one  171b.— H.  Maisey. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).— The  angling  season 
is  now  fully  on,  and  given  fair  weather  conditions  the 
prospects  are  very  promising.  For  good  baskets  the 
sun  has  been  too  bright,  with  an  entire  absence  of 
clouds.  The  following  are  some  of  the  takes :  On 
April  29,  Mr.  Eraser  and  Dr.  Simmons  had  eleven 
trout,  weighing  61b.  ;  and  on  May  1,  the  same  party 
had  thirteen  trout,  111b.  On  May  3,  Mr.  Everington 
had  eleven  trout,  61b.  On  May  4,  Mr.  Eraser  and  Dr. 
Simmons  had  twenty-two  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Everington, 
eleven  trout,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Walker,  nine  trout. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— During 
the  past  fortnight  the  river  has  been  getting  lower  and 
lower,  and  success  with  the  rod  has  consequently  been 
on  the  decline.  During  the  past  week  although  all 
the  beats  were  more  or  less  fished,  only  thirteen 
salmon  in  all  were  landed.  On  29th,  Mr.  E.  D. 
Banbury,  Skelpick  Lodge,  got  two  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  1 ;  and  on  30th,  one  on  No.  2.  Mr.  H.  E.  Banbury 
got  one  on  No.  6  on  29th ;  and  another  on  No.  1  on 
30th.  On  1st  instant,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  got  one 
salmon  on  No.  1 ;  on  2nd,  one  on  No.  2  ;  and  on  3i-d, 
one  on  No.  3.  Mr.  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  a  salmon 
on  No.  1  on  3rd,  and  one  on  No.  2  on  4th.  :Major 
Burnall  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  one  on  No.  1 
on  4th ;  and  Dr.  Furner,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3. 
Weather  improved  greatly  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day.—B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— In  spite  of  the  river 
being  up  to-day  and  down  to-morrow,  splendid  sport 
is  being  got  from  the  mid-reaches  upwards.  On  the 
Braemar  waters  anglers  have  not  been  so  successful 
this  week,  but  on  the  Dinnet  and  kindred  reaches 
sport  has  increased.  The  party  from  Profect's  Hotel 
on  Saturday  (May  4)  creeled  fifteen  fish  to  theii-  four 
rods,  scaling  up"  to  161b.  On  the  Glentana  water 
Mr.  Coates  and  party  are  having  three  and  four  daily. 
On  the  Aboyne  waters  there  has  been  a  certain 
slackness  ;  Miss  Beaumont  creeled  one  of  91b.,  Mr. 
McCorkdale  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  Mr.  Landon  one  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  Grace  one  of  91b.  Mr.  S.  W.  Searle, 
Ealing,  London,  has  secured  the  Kincardine  water  for 
May  through  Mr.  Mackay's  agency.  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen.  On  the  Ballogie  section  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam  and  Mr.  Eric  had  over  a  dozen  fish,  while 
other  rods  added  not  a  few  to  the  bag.  On  the 
Woodend  water  and  on  tile  Inchmarlo  and  Blackball 
Castle  waters  sport  has  been  somewhat  mixed,  but 
good  on  the  whole  ;  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
on  the  lower  waters.  On  the  Don  anglers  have  had 
excellent  sport,  but  on  Monday  (May  6)  the  river  rose 
three  feet,  and  since  then  they  have  been  all  out  of  it. 
On  Brux  Mr.  Robb,  keeper,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  121b. 
Many  anglers  were  abroad  on  the  holiday  from 
Aberdeen  on  Monday  last  on  the  Don,  Ythan, 
and  Ugie,  but  in  only  one  or  two  cases  were  good 
baskets  got,  although  the  weather  otherwise  was  ideal. 
Thev  were  flooded  off  with  snow  broth.  In  another 
day  or  two  it  will  be  all  off. — G.  M, 
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^^.J^'^"^®'^*'*'  Sutherland.  N.B.).— Althoueh 
the  weather  has  been  rather  bright  and  hot  good  sport 
was  obtained  last  week  by  anglers  from  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel.  Twelve  salmon  in  all  were  killed 
ha\nng  an  average  weight  of  about  llilb.  On  April  29 
Miss  Evans,  Mr.  Evans,  and  Mr.  Johnson  landed 
one  salmon  each ;  the  weights  were  151b.,  141b.,  and 
laib.  respectively.  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michel 
Orrove,  Sussex,  caught  a  10-pounder  on  May  1 ;  two,  of 
101b  and  121b.,  on  May  2 ;  and  two,  of  91b.  and  111b 
on  May  4.  Sir  John  D.  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of 
Greedy  Devonshire,  got  two  salmon,  weighing  91b. 

r^;-  °°         2 '  ^""^  4th  two,  of  101b.  and 

121b.    The  only  blank  day  was  Friday.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  bright  sunshine  of  last 
week  has  given  way  to  duller  weather  and  some  rain 
lell  on  Monday  night.  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  Fishing 
gazette  a  few  weeks  ago  by  two  of  the  regular  correspon- 
dents that  the  drift  netting  "had  not  been  abolished  " 
and  It  was  a  fact  that  the  drift  netting  was  goinc'  on  as 
usual.  This  is  perfectly  misleading,  there  is  no  drift 
netting.  In  the  Annan  not  much  is  doing  in  the  lower 
waters.  Four  anglers  from  Locherbie  fished  the  middle 
reaches  on  Friday  (May  3)  from  Millhouse  Bridge  to 
AT  ^  ^  I  "'^Se,  and  killed  a  total  of  360  yellow  trout 
,^r'  ^^ston  fished  the  same  water  on  Saturday 
(May  4)  and  caught  forty  yellow  trout.  In  the  Hoddom 
Castle  water  on  Friday  (May  3)  Mr.  Laidlaw,  had  a 
nice  basket  of  trout  with  fly,  and  on  Monday  last 
Mr  Wearmont  killed  a  sea  trout  and  a  nice  lot  of 
yellow  trout  with  fly.  One  sea  trout  was  killed 
lower  down  with  the  evening  fly.  In  the  Nith 
there  is  a  fine  show  of  sea  trout,  and  a  number 
of  good  ones  have  been  landed  in  the  upper  waters. 
Mr.  Merrie,  fishing  at  Eliock  bridge,  killed  a  fine 
clean  run  spring  salmon  of  6Jlb.  In  the  Galloway 
part  of  the  district  the  yellow  trout  have  been  rising 
more  freely.  In  the  Ayrshire  part  quite  a  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  rivers.— Heathebbell 

Spey  (Morayshire).— With  the  improvement  in 
the  weather  last  week,  better  sport  was  enjoyed  The 
water  was  in  fair  volume,  but  rather  clear  for  good 
sport.  Fishing  on  the  Laggan  water.  Colonel  Grant 
Anchorachan,  killed  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.  On  Monday 
(April  29),  ou  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr  Grant 
gamekeeper  killed  one  of  71b.  Mr.  Stewart,  Boat 
House,  landed  one  of  71b.  On  Tuesday  (April  30) 
Captain  Chaplain  had  two  of  61b.  and  81b  -  while  on 
Friday  (May  3)  Mr.  Hardman,  Aberlaur,  killed  one  of 
5§lb. ;  and  Mr.  Stewart  one  of  81b.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers  — 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  are  now  being  taken  with 
worm  in  _  the  early  morning,  and  there  is  a  consider- 
able rise  m  the  evening,  but  not  much  is  done,  owing 
to  the  oold.  Salmon  smolts  are  very  numerous  and  a 
flood  is  greatly  needed  to  take  them  away  to  the  sea 
There  is  not  much  salmon  fishing,  the  waters  being 
too  low  and  clear,  and  weather  too  fine,  still  at  Birgham 
on  Tuesday  (April  30),  Mr.  Cox  Stow,  Norfolk,  caught 
three  salmon  weighing  S^lb.,  GJlb.,  and  81b.  on  the 
upper  Floors  water.  On  Monday,  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Oa.ctte,  had  one  of  101b.  with 

tT^u  1  ^^7^  ^""^  ''P^^''      ^  trout  rod  and  line. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marston  have  been  getting  some 
good  trout  On  the  Teviot  on  Friday  (May  3),  Mr 
E.  G.  Bond  had  121b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  Barff,  51b. ;  Mr  J 
Cant  5Jlb.  On  Monday  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer  had  9ilb. ; 
Mr.  Stewart  31b.  On  the  Eden,  Mr.  J.  Hogg  hid  a 
splendid  basket  of  121b.  with  the  small  midges.  On 
Wednesday  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  A.  Steel,  jun.,  had  61b 
with  fly.— Maxwheel.  >  j  ' 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballyiiahinch  (Co  Down).-Few  anglers  were 
out  on  these  lakes  this  week.  The  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  is  making  preparations  for  restocking  these 
lakes  with  trout  taken  from  various  rivers  in  Down 
and  Antrim.  The  lakes  are  seven  in  number,  Bally- 
kme,  Bunen,  Ballynahinch,  M'Auley's,  Ballykeel 
Lough  Erne,  and  Glassdrummond.— J.  A  B 

Belfast  and  District.— Trouting  is  steadily  im- 
proving on  the  Water  Commissioners's  Dams  Since 
last  notes  the  following  baskets  were  made  on  Wood 
^si'if  ^r^'^T'  ^  ^^"^^^  Murray,  six  trout, 

ift  nl"}'  T-fi?'  ^^^^-^  Longhead,  four 
t  '  '^'larles  Littlewood,  seven,  heaviest  3*lb  • 
whilst  Messrs.  Braithwaite,  Meenan,  and  Mr  Cann 
had  several  fish.  May  4,  Mr.  T.  A.  Thronsen,  four ; 
Mr.  T.  Smith  four,  51b.  May  6,  Mr.  Harry  Scott,  six 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Carvill,  two ;  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  four 
May  7  Mr.  F.  Scully,  four;  Master  Tommy  Scully 
^^^'i^  *'^^'n*r  '  Atkinson,  three.    Same  day! 

fi«h   7ifi.      ^r.^  ^f^^  ^^rray  creeled  ten 

fish  7ilb  :  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead,  thirteen,  81b  - 
J .  A.  B. 

Rivers.-There  is  yet  a  lack  of  sport 
on  the  Ballmderry  and  Blackwater,  attributable  in 
both  cases  to  the  unfavourable  weather  and  low  water 
Ihe  ram  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  week  raised  them  a 
bit  June  IS  a  good  month  for  the  Ballinderry,  the 
natural  '  Black  fly  "  being  the  killing  lure,  even  in  the 
lowest  of  water  and  the  brightest  of  weather  —JAB 
Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— In  the 
course  of  the  next  week  or  ten  days  salmon  angling 


will  have  began  on  the  Erne,  and  some  good  sport  is 
expected  as  during  the  past  fortnight  heavy  spring 
salmon  have  been  daily  seen  running  into  the  river 
±rom  the  sea,  and  a  number  of  beautiful  Erne  salmon 
up  to  21Jlb.  weight,  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  and 
box  fishery  during  the  past  week.  A  fine  hatch  of 
natural  flies  is  out  every  day  on  the  Erne  since  last 
report,  and  trout  are  feeding  freely,  and  some  beautiful 
trout  were  taken  during  the  past  week.  The  river  is 
at  present  in  grand  order  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
— JM.  RoGAN  AND  Sons.  * 
Gortnorabbey  Hotel  (Lough  Conn).-Excellent 
sport.  Messrs.  McNulty,  Burdon,  Ferguson,  and  Cleo-g 
took  six  salmon  in  two  days.  Average  baskets  of  trout 
per  day,  61b.  Largest  salmon,  141b.;  smallest  91b 
Recommend  anglers  to  come.— FEOPRiEtor  ' 
,,^f^,  ^"'■er  (CO.  Cork).— During  the 'past  week 
the  following  salmon  have  been  landed :  on  Mashona- 
glass,  C.  Boosey  (London),  two  8,  lllbs;  on  Warren's 
Court,  J.  A.  Jameson  fine  20,  17,  15,  10,  91b  •  on  Oak 
Grove,  G.  M.  levers,  three,  12,  10,  91b.,  and  Master  S 
levers,  five,  25,  18,  15,  12,  91b. ;  on  Leehaus,  Com- 
mander W.  Steward,  E.N.,  one  121b. ;  J.  Bullen  two 

8,  9|lb.,  and  S.  Haynes,  one  91bs. ;  on  Crouody,  Maior 
Barton,  two  15,  13Jlb  ;  on  Clashaneur,  J.  Bullen  one 
91b.  ;  on  Innislinga,  Major  Eastwood,  one  71b  ■  on 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  one  101b.;  on  Carliue'  R 
Allgood,  five,  15, 12, 11,  10,  91b. ;  Mrs.  Allgood,  three,  I2" 

9,  81b.  River  continues  in  good  order,  and  sport 
promises  to  be  good  for  coming  week.— W  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Leenane  (Killery  Bay,  Connemara).— Some  rain 
has  fallen,  but  not  suflicient  to  put  the  rivers  in  flood 
The  past  week's  sport  was  not  good— sun  too  bright 
and  weather  calm.  Best  day's  catch  during  the  week 
was  that  of  Mr.  Clesham,  who  got  thirty-two  trout 
averaging  Jib.  Fishing  on  Killery  Bay,  "Mr.  H.  w' 
Sherlock  brought  in  some  nice  baskets  of  whiting' 
averaging  from  two  to  three  dozen  daily.— R  h' 
McKeown.  '  J       ■  • 

louffh  Currane  (Waterville,  co,  Kerry)  — 
Since  last  report  a  salmon  of  131b.  was  creeled' by 
Major  Cresswell.  Prospects  for  the  sea  trout  season 
are  very  bright,  and  after  the  advent  of  June  sport 
should  be  very  good.  The  fishing— as  far  as  regards 
sea  trout— has  been  bought  by  the  hotel  proprietors  at 
Waterville  from_,  June  1,  so  that  all  sea  trout  shall 
have  a  free  pass  into  the  lake  from  that  date  until  the 
season  closes. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— In  the  beginning  of  the  past 
week  capital  sport  was  obtained,  but  towards  the  end 
of  the  week  the  weather  became  unsettled  and  stormy. 
The  following  are  the  particulars :— The  Rev.  E.  R 
Tarbuck  landed  three  salmon  of  8 Jib.,  lOJlk,  and 
lljlb.  respectively;  Commander  S.  Pulley,  R.N 
landed  one  salmon  of  12Jlb. ;  Captain  F.  W.  Jones 
landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnston  landed  a 
salmon  of  121b.,  Mr.  T.  O'Brien  took  a  trout  Isalmo 
ferox)  of  61b.  on  4th  inst.,  and  a  salmon  of  lOJlb.,  on 
7th  inst.  Dr.  Whiteford  landed  a  salmon  of  lOlb.  also. 
Some  fair  catches  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  were 
made  during  the  past  week.  Amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful anglers  were  Captain  Jones,  Mr.  E.  Martin 
Mr.  Dunn,  Mr.  Phillips,  &c.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  ' 

Mourne   (Newtonstewart,   co.   Tyrone).  The 

Mourne  is  in  better  order,  the  rain  having  raised  it  a 
bit.  Dr.  Carter  and  Captain  Carter,  fishing  the  free 
sections  on  Tuesday,  killed  six  nice  trout  up  to  |lb. 
and  the  same  day  Mr.  Townsend  and  friend  caught  ten 
fish  averaging  fib.  The  weather  continues  unusually 
cold  for  the  time  of  year. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Water  in  good 
order,  with  south  winds  and  some  soft  showers  of  rain. 
There  was  nothing  done  on  the  river  this  week,  but 
the  lake  is  fishing  very  well.  Mr.  Scroop  killed  a  fine 
fish,  on  May  5,  of  111b.,  and  Mr.  Roach,  of  Pontoon 
Lodge,  got  two,  on  May  4>  of  221b.  There  is  fair  trout 
fishing  at  Thomas  Clark's,  of  Cloughens.  —  John 
Cevebs. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon  141b.  and  181b.  On 
Prospect  Mr.  R.  H.  Townshend  killed  one  salmon  lOJlb., 
and  Mr.  Bennett  one  salmon  141b.  On  Newgarden 
Mr.  Townshend  killed  two  salmon,  101b.  and  141b.,  and 
Mr.  Bennett  one  salmon,  141b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G. 
W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon,  13pb.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  261b.,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Stanclifie  onesalrnon,  141b.— John  Enbight 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg   (Killaloe)— Our 

English  visitors  have  had  some  good  sport  on  the  pre- 
serves this  week,  thanks  to  a  copious  rainfall  on  Friday 
last,  which  has  taken  all  the  harshness  out  of  the 
weather.  May  3,  Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Daniell  killed  one 
salmon,  121b.  6th,  Mr.  R.  Buckworth,  one,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Sperlim,  one,  14Jlb.  ;  Major  Mott,  three,  261b.^ 
161b.,  121b. ;  7th,  Mr.  Sperlim,  two,  401b.  and  131b., 
the  40-pounder  was  a  magnificent  fish ;  length  4ft.,' 
girth  26in.  ;  it  gave  splendid  play,  rushing  up  and 
down  and  across  fhe  turbid  stream  like  a  buffalo  ;  8th, 
T.  and  J.  Grimes,  Mr.  Buckworth's  fishermen,  got  a 
12-pounder.    Angling  prospects  good.— S.  J.  Hueley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).- 1  anticipate 
the  Green  Drake  will  be  "  up  "  about  May  20  on  Lough 


Ennell  or  Belvedere ;  about  from  five  days  to  a  week 
later  on  Derradavagh,  and  ten  days  later  on  Lough 
Uwel.  I  also  have  a  strong  presentiment  that  the 
hshmg  will  be  good  this  year,  for  the  wind  has  been  in 
the  east  for  fully  a  month  and  has  now  changed 
bringing  copious  showers.  For  several  years  past  the 
wind  .set  almost  persistently  into  the  east  and  literally 
spoiled  the  fishing  when  the  fly  was  on,  as  most  anglers 
who  come  here  know  to  their  cost.  The  spawnin<T 
season  was  a  record  one,  no  diminution  in  the  numbers 
of  trout  which  ascended  the  streams,  but  rather  an 
increase.  I  would  remark  to  intending  tourist  anglers 
that  they  will  have  no  occasion  to  spend  so  much  as  a 
correspondentlately  stated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Of 
course,  they  can  if  they  please,  and  more.  I  will  be 
happy  to  give  any  information  in  my  power.  I  have  no 
hotel  to  pufi  or  boats  to  hire.  I  am  just  an  angler 
pure  and  simple.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux.— May  6.— During  the  past  week  several 
anglers  have  visited  the  Rhone  Valley  waters,  and  one 
has  discovered  a  nice  fishing  place  near  Vernayaz  on 
the  railway,  one  and  a  half  hour  up  the  line  from 
Ohillon,  m  the  stream  from  the  Pissevaohe  Waterfall 
Ihe  fishing  is  free  to  visitors  at  the  Vernayaz  Hotel 
and  there  is  over  a  mile  of  good  trout  fishing,  including 
some  pounders.  Broken  weather  and  unsettled  winds 
with  blue  sky  of  late,  have  not  conduced  to  large  bags' 
But  there  have  not  been  many  blank  days,  and  several 
good  trout  above  the  average  size  have  been  taken— or 
lost— both  with  fly  and  minnow.  The  landing  net 
question  has  been  settled  since  last  report  by  a  circular 
from  the  Minister  who  has  control  of  the  fishing 
announcing  that  it  is  permissible  to  have  and  to  use  a 
landing  net  to  .secure  fish  already  caught.  The  decision 
applies,  I  believe,  to  the  whole  of  the  Canton  Vaud  I 
am  told  the  use  of  a  gaff  is  not  allowed.— Benwyan. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Margate.— Fishing  is  improving  here  now.  I  have 
had  several  takes  of  flounders  and  eels.  Fishing  on 
May  4,  m  the  harbom-,  I  caught  over  111b.  of  flounders 
some  of  them  going  over  fib.  in  weight.  Some  good 
silver  eels  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. — F.  Danau. 

Plymouth.— Sea  fishing  is  pretty  much  the  same 
as  last  week.  Pollack  are  getting  more  plentiful,  and 
coming  closer  in  shore.  The  Atherine  smelt  are  in 
full  roe,  and  during  the  month  of  May  are  considered 
to  be  m  their  prime.  Salmon  and  peel  are  now  making 
their  way  to  the  rivers,  and  are  very  often  taken  in  the 
set  nets,  which  float  from  the  surface  of  the  water  to 
various  depths.  Fishing  from  the  piers  and  break- 
water is  now  getting  more  lively.— William  Heaedbb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— No  sport  to  record  this  week,  there 
are  plenty  of  dabs  and  plaice  in  the  Bay,  but  so  long 
as  we  are  troubled  with  hard  east  winds  and  hail 
storms  there  is  little  chance  of  their  coming  on  shore. 
— Gbey  Mullett. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  fishing  is  now  very 
good  here,  especially  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting. 
Bass  are  coming  in  large  numbers,  and  good  sport  is 
being  had  with  pollack  between  Ballinskelligs  and 
Bolus  Head  in  the  late  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 


IReports  from  Clubs* 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion}  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District).  

The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Albion  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Franipton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hack- 
ney, on  May  13.  Anglers  and  friends  who  will  favour 
us  with  their  company  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome. 
— G.  Manning. 

^  Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District).— The  next 
visit  goes  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials  on 
May  15,  when  I  hope  to  see  the  usual  crowd  of  brother 
anglers.    Roll-call  at  11.15  p.m. — B.  A. 

Admibal  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— All  members  of  the  above  society  are 
earnestly  requested  to  be  present  on  Monday  next, 
May  13,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes. — C.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Beothebs  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-Street,  Notting-Hill-Gate, 
W. — The  annual  dinner,  and  distribution  take  place 
on  May  21.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.45  p.m.  Will 
gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward 
on  to  me  same.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  E. 
Buxton  Head.  All  members  please  let  me  have  your 
prizes  by  to-day  or  Wednesday  next,  and  oblige. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  At  our  last 
meeting  a  lot  of  useful  business  was  done.  Messrs. 
J,  Garner,  sen.  and  jun.,  G,  Sowden,  Hogan,  angl 
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Skelton  are  down  for  election.  Prize  donors  »will. 
oblige  by  forwarding  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible. 
— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Clifton-street,  Finsbury.  —  Our  forty-seventh 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  13  ;  supper 
on  table  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp.  Two  members  proposed. 
We  have  room  for  one  or  two  good  working  members. 
— G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — On  May  1 
we  had  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes,  when  our 
club-room  was  well  filled.  During  the  evening  the 
following  contributed  to  the  harmony :  Messrs.  Mus- 
grave,  sen.,  Musgrave,  Jun.,  F.  Lethbridge,  Rawlings, 
Chambery,  Payne,  and  others,  after  which  the  prizes 
were  distributed,  the  following  being  the  principal 
winners :  Messrs.  J.  Lambert,  Miller,  Brealsforth, 
Watling,  Walker,  Shury,  Hutchens,  Payne,  and  Nunn, 
sen.,  making  a  total  of  over  sixty  prizes.  Forty  prizes 
will  start  the  season,  headed  by  our  worthy  host  and 
brother  member  Mr.  Cash.  Our  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  will  take  place  on  May  15. — A.  Cbipps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  abova  club  had  a 
good  meeting  on  Wednesday  {May  8)  night,  when 
correspondence  was  read  and  several  important  subjects 
were  discussed.  It  was  also  arranged  to  hold  a  special 
meeting  on  Monday  night,  May  13,  to  make  final 
arrangements  and  programme  for  our  dinner,  which 
takes  place  on  May  16. — C.  F.  A. 

Battersba  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  14. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  a  special  meeting  on 
May  21. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  takes  place  on  May  21,  Mr.  Mackerill,  of 
the  United  Brothers,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the 
chair  in  the  absence  of  om-  president.  Will  all  prize 
donors  kindly  forward  their  prizes  at  their  earliest 
convenience. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackpeiars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street. — Will  all  invited  guests  attend  at 
8  p.m.  sharp,  as  we  are  not  having  an  extension  of 
time.  Shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  brother  anglers  who 
cannot  be  present  at  the  supper  later.  Don't  forget 
May  13. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — We  hold  a  general 
meeting  on  May  15,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp.  We  have 
proposed^three  new  working  members,  to  be  balloted 
for  next  week.  Our  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  May  23.  I  hope  gentlemen  who  have 
not  yet  paid  in  their  prizes  will  do  so  before  that  date. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — All  members 
and  friends  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that  we 
are  back  at  our  old  address  as  above.  The  twenty- 
ninth  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  22,  on  which 
occasion  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes 
faced  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes.  Will  members  and  friends 
who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward  same  and 
oblige.  On  May  8  Mr.  T.  Perry  was  elected  a  working 
member. — T.  Paternoster. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— On  May  1  the  above  society  held 
their  seventh  annual  dinner.  Though  the  guests  were 
not  so  numerous  as  expected,  those  present  did  justice 
to  the  handsome  spread  put  before  them,  provided  by 
Brother  R.  Hubbard,  our  caterer.  Owing  to  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  Sir  M.  M.  Bhownaggree,  M.P., 
Messrs.  H.  Everett,  F.  Newton,  and  P.  Loft  occupied 
the  chair.  Throughout  the  evening  some  splendid 
songs  were  rendered  by  members  and  visitors,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  R.A.M.,  on  the  piano. 


Various  toasts  were  drunk  to,  including  the  new  host, 
Mr.  G.  Kramer,  and  our  will-be  late  host,  Mr.  B. 
Williams,  which  were  readily  responded  to.  For  the 
coming  season  over  £25  was  promised  in  prizes  by 
members  and  visitors.  Our  distribution  of  prizes 
has  been  altered  to  June  4,  instead  of  May  15. — 

E.  H.  Argent. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  Our 
twenty-seventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  May  13  at  8.30 ;  tickets  2fi.  6d. 
each.  Members'  ticket  same  as  last  year.  I  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  will  kindly  forward  on 
prizes  on  or  before  that  date.  We  have  nominated 
three  more  new  members,  Messrs.  G.  Ball,  0.  Black- 
more,  and  J.  Salmon. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  delegates  will  meet  again  on  May  16,  re 
concert  and  competition ;  Empress,  9.15. — F.  Castell. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road. — Our  annual  dinner 
went  off  very  well  under  the  command  of  Mr.  J. 
Jeffrey,  president,  and  Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles,  vice-president 
and  host.  After  dinner  prizes  were  distributed  to  the 
following  members:  Messrs.  R.  W.  Ball,  E.  Elsey, 
C.  Poole,  jun.,  T.  Deane,  J.  Jarrett,   W.  Gooding. 

F.  Beames,  A.  Elsey,  W.  Poole,  sen.,  E.  Batt,  J. 
Downs,  H.  Warr,  G.  Boyd,  and  J.  Booth.  After  his 
speech,  Mr.  Jeffrey,  on  behalf  of  himself,  officers,  and 
members,  presented  our  late  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Frank 
Sorge,  with  a  very  handsome  watch  in  recognition  of 
his  work  for  the  club.  Messrs.  Broughton,  Lock- 
wood,  F.O.S.,  Elsey,  Monk,  Warr,  and  others,  kept 
the  pianist  very  busy.  The  room  was  very  tastefully 
decorated  by  Mr.  Emberson.  The  stewards  were 
Messrs.  W.  Gooding  and  G.  Emberson. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— The  annual  concert 
and  distribution  vrill  take  place  on  May  21,  when  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  anglers  and  friends.  A 
sub-committse  has  been  formed  to  carry  out  the 
programme. — J.  White. 
CovBNT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
ong-acre,  W.C. — Our  dinner  and  distribution  was  a 
great  success.  The  following  gentlemen  were  the 
chief  prize-winners:  Messrs.  Cutbush,  John  Massey, 
W.  Ive,  James  MasSey,  Beach,  Hughes,  Hopping,  and 
W.  Massey.  During  the  evening  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Thwaites,  proposed  the  health  of  the  club,  coupled 
with  the  name  of  John  Massey,  which  was  ably 
responded  to.  The  health  of  the  visitors  was  next 
proposed,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Pettet.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  obliged  vrith  songs  and  recitations 
during  the  evening  :  Messrs.  Major,  James,  Rubles, 
Ballard,  Wood,  etc.  Our  prize  list  again  totals  up  to 
nearly  £20,  and  we  are  stronger  than  last  year  by  five. 
— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — Wednesday  next  will  be 
the  annual  general  meeting,  when  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  are  to  be  elected,  and  also  to  arrange  the 
annual  dinner  and  other  important  business. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  at  Ongar  on  June  9.  On  May  14  our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  head- 
quarters. Gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  will 
greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  same  to  me  before  that 
date  and  oblige. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  May  30,  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  I  prizes  will  take 
place.  Gentlemen  and  members  giving  prizes  will 
kindly  forward  them  to  club,  and  oblige. — W.  Jenkins. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  has  taken 
place,  the  following  members  being  most  successful 
last  season :  Messrs.  H.  Creeke,  J.  I)urell,  A.  Willett, 
J.  Head,  and  B.  Sargent.  Another  addition  was  made 
to  our  ranks  on  May  7,  Mr.  G.  Finch  being  elected 
working  member. — B.  W.  S. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Club,  Freemasons'  Tavern, 
Carlton-street,  Kentish  Town.  —  Our  first  annual 
supper  will  be  held  on  Thursday  June  6,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  [good  muster  of  members  and  friends. — C. 
Trigger. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — Our  members  will 
have  a  sea  fishing  outing  at  Southend  on  May  19,  and 
our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  June  11. 
I  hope  members  and  friends  who  have  offered  prizes 
will  be  good  enough  to  forward  them  on.  —  R. 
Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
May  13.  Shall  be  pleased  to  have  the  company  of 
brother  anglers  on  this  occasion. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Victoria, 
Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — Our  annual  dinner  was 
very  enjoyable,  we  being  well  catered  for  by  host 
Barnett.  In  the  interval  before  the  concert  the  secre- 
tary read  his  annual  report,  showing  that  we  are 


going  on  famously.  Amongst  the  prize-winners  were, 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  : — Mr.  C.  Williams,  jun.,  first; 
Mr.  R.  C.  Judd,  second ;  Mr.  J.  Winters,  third.  The 
prize  for  the  largest  jack,  Mr.  C.  Williams,  jun. ;  largest 
perch,  Mr.  Maidment ;  largest  bream,  Mr.  C.  Williams, 
sen. ;  largest  dace,  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd  ;  largest  catch  of  perch 
in  the  Thames,  Mr.  C.  Williams,  jun. ;  largest  roach, 
Mr.  Clifford.  Mr.  T.  Simkins  caught  a  roach  at 
Amberley  during  the  season,  weight  21b.  3Joz.  The 
following  gentlemen  promised  prizes  for  the  coming 
season  :  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd,  Mr.  Tarry,  Mr.  Coombs,  Mr. 
0.  Williams,  sen.,  Mr.  T.  Arnold,  Mr.  C.  Williams, 
jun.,  Mr.  Bellchamber,  Mr.  Sturgess,  Mr.  Merrington 
and  Mr.  Barnett.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
taken  up  by  a  capital  concert,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  in  the 
chair,  and  some  capital  songs  were  given. — W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — On  May  8  the  balance 
sheet  was  adopted,  leaving  a  satisfactory  amount  in 
hand.  I  hope  all  members  will  try  and  attend  on 
Wednesday  next. — W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

HouNSLOw  and  Islewobth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Royal  George  Hotel,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our 
last  meeting  Mr.  Charles  Robinson — who  takes  the 
vice  chair  at  om*  dinner  on  15th  inst. — was  elected  a 
vice-president  of  the  ;society,  and  Mr.  James  Major  a 
member  of  the  committee. — J.  M.  Brougham. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — On  Tuesday  last  our 
delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central  Associa- 
tion. I  wish  members  would  kindly  hand  in  their 
prizes  before  the  night  of  the  distribution,  as  it  gives 
a  lot  of  trouble  on  that  night,  which  is  on  May  21.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The 
annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  May  15  at 
9  o'clock  precisely.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  members 
will  do  their  utmost  to  be  present  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  transact. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — I  hope  members 
vnll  not  forget  Mr.  Taylor's  benefit  on  Saturday  next 
at  the  Crown,  Clerkenwell-green.  This  is  very  deserv- 
ing ;  tickets  can  be  had  at  the  club.  Prize  donors 
will  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding  on  their  prizes 
between  now  and  June  11. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street.  —  Members  are  re- 
minded that  the  Meols  Lake  cards  are  on  hand  and 
can  have  same  on  applying  to  the  hon.  secretary. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
association  at  our  last  meeting.  An  eel  of  3Jlb.  was 
caught  on  the  club's  waters  at  Bromborough,  where 
angling  is  in  a  very  fair  condition,  and  there  is  every 
likelihood  of  a  very  successful  season. — Roach  Pole. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burtpn-on-Trent. — 
An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at 
headquarters  on  Monday,  May  6,  when  a  fairly  good 
number  of  members  was  present.  Among  other  items 
it  was  moved  that,  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  the 
society  being  almost  filled  up,  the  entrance  fee,  after 
June  15,  should  be  5s.  instead  of  2s.  6d.  as  hitherto. 
New  members  are  now  being  made  every  meeting 
night,  and  the  society  is  looking  forward  to  a  very 
successful  season.  It  was  also  moved  that  an  open 
contest  in  connection  wdth  the  society  should  be  held 
about  the  last  Saturday  in  June.  Place  and  prizes 
not  yet  arranged,  but  it  is  certain  that  some  good  sub- 
stantial prizes  will  be  offered.  The  meeting  closed 
with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — F.  G. 

Newbury  Piscatorials,  Jack  of  Newbury,  Kensal- 
road,  Upper  Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  At  the  last 
meeting  it  was  decided  that  the  cup  and  prizes  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  H.  Lunt  (the  proprietor  of  the  above 
house)  for  competition  among  West-end  anglers 
dviring  the  coarse  fishing  season,  should  be  distributed 
at  a  dinner  on  May  2:3  at  the  club  house.  Dinner 
tickets,  price  2s.  6d.,  can  be  had  at  the  club  house. 
— G.  E.  W.  Barnes. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — A  special  meet- 
ing is  called  for  ilay  22  to  consider  the  revision  of  the 
rules.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  and  give  in 
their  names  for  their  privilege  tickets  for  the  coining 
season. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — The  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  20  ;  we 
also  hold  the  usual  concert,  when  I  hope  to  see  anglers 
and  friends.  Will  donors  of  prizes  kindly  forward  so 
that  I  can  get  the  list  ready. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  annual  dinner 


Lyra  PisCATORIA  ;  Original  Ljtics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  .Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Diy-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Pield  says :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Cov^nt  Geirden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2a.  64. 
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was  a  great  success.  A  large  company  of  members 
an<i  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  Mr. 
^y.  M  bhepherd  occupied  the  chair,  faced  bv  Mr  C  L 
Wright  A  host  of  talent  was  engaged  for  the  occasion, 
among  them  being  Mr.  Wal  Robins.  The  Lovegrove 
party  of  instrumentalists  played  some  selections  on 
the  zither,  banjo,  mandoline,  and  guitar;  Mr.  Herbert 
Norton  played  some  solos  on  the  Japanese  fiddle  ;  and 
Professor  Eegollo  gave  an  amusing  and  clever  enter- 
tainment. During  the  evening  the  prizes  of  last 
season  were  distributed  to  the  various  winners  To 
P.^  ensuing  season  the  amount  of 

£44  lis  6d.  was  contributed,  also  two  silver  cups  and 
eight  silver  gold-centre  medals  were  given  for  specimen 
fish,  a  silver  lamp,  two  guinea  pair  of  boots  to  measure 
^"^^  ^  "Kruger"  sovereign  from 
^?:LT:,^°odman,  one  of  our  members  in  South  Africa 
— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Oeiginal  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green  —  On 
May  5,  A.  Birch  weighed  in  3|lb.'  trout.  The  distri- 
bution night  has  been  finally  settled  for  May  29  At 
the  meeting  called  for  the  8th  it  was  decided  to  go  to 
Dorkmg  for  our  annual  dinner  on  June  30  or  July  7 
providing  we  can  be  catered  for  on  either  of  these  dates' 
Hope  a  few  more  members  will  attend  on  meeting 
nights ;  the  club  room  is  in  the  same  house,  and  is 
just  as  comfortable  as  formerly.— George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bmgton-street,  N.W.— Mr.  Deus  will  cater  for  us  on 
May  22,  our  distribution  night.  The  supper  will  be  as 
usual.  Members  must  please  attend  next  week  for 
their  tickets,  and  settle  any  business  in  connection 
with  our  thirty-first  annual. — R.C. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman- street,  Soho.— On  May  8  we  were  fairly 
attended.  Members  please  notice  the  stewards  and 
secretary  will  be  at  the  above  on  the  evenings  of 
May  12  and  13  at  9.30  o'clock.  Date  of  supper,  May 
15.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  friends  on  that 
occasion. — Gibbons. 

Sooth  London  Anglers'  United  Visitlng  List, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— 
The  ofiacial  visit  of  the  societies  enrolled  upon  the 
above  list  was  paid  to  the  South  Bermondsey  Pisca- 
torials  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  P.  Hockerday  occupied 
the  chair,  Mr.  F.  D.  Lambert  in  the  vice-chair.  The 
following  societies  answered  the  roll-call: — United 
Brothers,  Anchor  and  Hope,  North  Brixton,  Clifton, 
St.  Albans,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Stockwell,  and 
Duchess.  £2  Os.  3d.  was  added  to  the  South  London 
Competition  Fund.  The  annual  delegate  meeting  will 
be  held  on  May  31,  when  every  society  enrolled  on  the 
list  will  be  entitled  to  send  two  delegates  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the 
Imperial,  Southwark-street.  Business  of  a  very  im- 
portant nature  will  be  placed  on  the  agenda,  also  the 
election  of  a  secretary. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E.— We  had  our  prize  distribution 
and  concert  on  Monday,  May  6.  Messrs.  Jolly  and 
Grindrod  tied  for  gross  weight  of  all  fish,  Mr.  Grindrod 
gross  roach,  Mr.  Jolly  gi-oss  of  bream,  Mr.  IMorgan 
specimen  bream,  Mr.  T.  Bolding  best  roach,  Mr. 
Brock  jack  prize.  Messrs.  Jewson,  C.  Bolding,  Rapley, 
Morgan,  Gerrard,  Woodford,  G.  Chamberlain,  Morrish^ 
and  Clapshaw  also  took  prizes.  Mr.  Slade  (Original 
Alexanders)  took  the  chair.  During  the  concert  we 
Lad  some  good  songs  from  good  anglers. — W.  Beattib. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— On  Tuesday  last  four  new 
members  were  made— namely,  Messrs.  Coulson,  J. 
Sheen  (working),  Stevens  and  Adams  (honorary 
members).  Mr.  Barker  read  a  lengthy  report  from 
the  central  delegate  meeting,  after  which  some  of  the 
members  journeyed  to  Bermondsey  to  attend  the 
S.  L.  U.  V.  L.  visit.  Will  those  members  we  haven't 
seen  lately  turn  up  on  Tuesday,  as  that  night  will  be 
the  last  for  receiving  prizes  and  subscriptions,  the 
balance-sheet  being  made  up  to  that  date. — A.  P. 

Strateord  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— We  have 
a  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June.  Donors  of  prizes  will  greatly  oblige 
by  forwarding  same.  One  working  and  two  honorary 
members  were  also  elected. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hamimersmith.- On  Tuesday  next  (May  14) 
we  have  a  special  meeting  to  consider  report  from 
committee  as  to  altering  certain  rules.  Hoping  all 
members  will  make  it  their  business  to  attend. — C.  E. 
Loch. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— At  our  general  meet- 
ing the  following  were  elected  officers :  Messrs.  A. 
Dungate,  chairman ;  A.  Glass,  secretary ;  F.  Temple- 
man,  G.  Powe,  J.  Brixey,  C.  Coombe,  F.  Carter,  com- 
mittee. Two  delegates  were  elected  to  attend  the 
meeting  for  the  protection  of  anglers'  rights  on  the 
Thames ;  also  two  for  the  Central  Association.  Members 
and  friends  requiring  tickets  for  our  annual  dinner 
can  obtain  them  at  our  headquarters.  Delegates  gave 
in  report  from  central  body.— W.  L,  K. 
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West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  inform 
w^'^T^®'''  ^^'^^  monthly  meeting  on 

Wednesday  next,, May  15,  and  also  our  supper  ni-ht 
on  May  23  when  the  annual  prizes  will  be  paid  out 
Hoping  all  members  that  has  promised  prizes  will 
send  them  in  by  that  night.— R.  Lowther 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
lavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— The  thirty-first 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  held  at 
the  Railway  Tavern,  Plumstead,  on  May  2    Mr  H 
Edmonds,  presided,  faced  by  "My  Friend"  Taylor' 
after  a  capital  repast ;  songs,  speeches,  and  prizes  was 
the  order  of  the  evening.    The  chairman  opened  the 
proceedings  with  toast  "  His  Majesty  the  King,"  and 
referred  to  the  splendid  patronage  given  by  his  Maiestv 
to  sport  generally  ;  toast  "Visiting  Clubs,"  Mr  W  G 
Ivl  ortham,  responded  to  by  Mr.  Watson,  Invicta  Angiine 
Club;  toast  "Woolwich  Brothers,"  Mr    W  Wade 
secretary  of  the  Central  Association,  responded  to  by 
r  -^,'1,    T.     Howcroft,  secretary,  Woolwich  Brothers- 
Ihe  Press,  '  Mr.  P.  Smith,  responded  to  by  Mr  r' 
Jackson,  Kentish  Independent.    The  following  oentle" 
men  were  the  prize  winners  for  the  past  season  •  Mr 
JB .  Cresswell,  .first ;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  second  ■  W  g' 
Northam,  third ;  W.  Davis,  fourth ;  W.  Browii  fifth  ■ 
i-  ^°r^f',®'^*^  '  ^-  Bi'own,  seventh  ;  G.  Bird,  P.  Smith' 
H.  Webb    and  F.  Webb,  also  took  special  prizes.' 
iJuring  the  evening  several  gentlemen  gave  prizes 
towards  the  forthcoming  season  ;  in  all  about  £32  is 
promised,  which  augurs  well  for  the  continued  success 
of  this  club.    Songs  were  capitally  rendered  by  Messrs 
J.  Howes,   J.  Dickerson,  W.  Everitt,   and  Osborn 
Morgan.— J.  R.  Howcroft. 

Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society 
the  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road.  —  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  May  14  for  distribution  of  prizes 
and  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  P.  Taylor. 


May  13. 

Albion  Brothers :  Visit. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Blackfriars  :  Annual  supper  and  distribution. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Annual  dinner. 
Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Dinner  and  distribution 
May  14. 
Battersea  Friendly  ;  Annual  dinner. 
Dalston  :  Annual  dinner  and  distribution. 
Globe  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Golden  Barbel :  Visit. 

Seymour  Brothers  ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Distribution 
May  15. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Visit. 

Hounslow  &  Isleworth  :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 

Royal  George  :  Supper. 
May  16. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

Cobden ;  Annual  dinner. 

Harlesden  :  Annual  dinner. 

New  Albion :  Dinner. 

Wenlock  :  Distribution. 


^ofHngs  bp  ti)e  i^ap. 

The  secretary  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancaster 
was  m  London  on  Friday,  May  3,  in  charge  of  a  large 
consignment  of  two-year-old  rainbow  trout,  which  were 
delivered  twenty  miles  south  of  London.  Notwith- 
standing the  high  temperature  not  a  single  fish  was 
lost  in  transit. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorial 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel, 
London  Bridge,  S.E.  (Trafalgar  Room),  on  Thursday 
May  16,  at  6.30  p.m.  In  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Sceats  (of 
Messrs.  Sceats  and  Willis,  Camberwell  Distillery)  •  in 
the  vice-chair,  Mr.  H.  Padbm-v 


May  19.— 


19. 
20. 
20. 
21.- 
21.. 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 

21.  - 

22.  -^ 
22.- 
22.- 
22.- 

22.  - 
28.- 

23.  - 
23.- 
23.- 
28.- 


-Good  Intent :  Sea  outing. 
-J ubilee  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
—North  London  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Allason  United  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
—Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
—Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Clissold :  Distribution. 
-Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
-Islington  Brothers :  Distribution. 
-Stockwell ;  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Waggoners :  Distribution. 
-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Annual  Supper. 
-Phoenix  ;  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Victoria  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
-Harcourt :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Blenheim  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-Newbury  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
-West  Ham  Brothers  ;  Annual  Supper. 
-Clissold :  Distribution. 


Mr.  Tim  Macarthy,  of  the  Anglers'  Rest,  Water- 
ville,  Kerry,  writes  :— "  No  doubt  the  readers  of  your 
far-famed  paper  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  white 
trout  at  Waterville  weir  from  the  first  of  June  will  be 
put  above  the  weir  and  will  have  a  free  run  into  the 
lake.  AJsupply  for  the  use  of  the  house,  and  a  hundred 
or  so  for  the  hatchery  use,  is  all  that  will  be  taken 
by  Mr.  Butler,  the  hotel  keeper,  and  the  railway 
company  have  signed  the  agreement  for  £80  a  year, 
this  includes  also  the  netting  at  the  estuary  on  river 
mouth.  So  many  an  old  housekeeper  will  make  her 
way  to  the  old  favourite  spots.  jT  have  seen  in  the  past 
week  some  splendid  sea  trout  in  fine  condition,  and 
they  are  running  very  early  this  season ;  this  is  due  to 
the  netting  of  the  estuary  being  stopped  for  past 
three  seasons," 


Mr.  W.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  writes- :-"  One 
of  the  largest  roach  I  have  ever  seen  was  taken  from 
the  Lark  stream  at  Barton  Mills  one  day  last  week 
The  fish  evidently  had  been  injured  by  a  blow  on  the 
back,  I  should  say  been  struck  with  the  keel  of  a  boat  . 
When  found  it  was  floating  about  in  a  sort  of  dazed 
condition  and  dying.    The  man  (Mr.  Hills)  that  lifted 
it  out  at  once  sent  it  to  the  local  secretary,  Mr. 
Charles  Brovra,  and  that  gentleman  sent  it  on  to  me 
The  fish  was  weighed  on  the  scales  at  the  mill  at 
Barton,  and  it  then  weighed  very  little  short  of  31b 
the  length  was  from  eye  to  fork  thirteen-and-a-half 
inches.    A  more  perfect  roach  I  never  saw,  nor  yet  a 
larger  one,  and  have  taken  a  lot  of  trouble  to  have'  it 
photographed  and  preserved.    Had  this  fish  been  taken 
m  good  condition  in  season  it  would  have  weighed 
considerably  over  31b.,  and  without  doubt  as  fine  a 
specimen  of  a  roach  as  ever  was  seen.    I  regret  very 
much  to  state  that  during  the  work  of  putting  in  a 
new  tunnel  near  Mildenhall  in  a  tributary  of  the  Lark 
stream  on  Monday  last,  May  6,  a  quantity  of  trout 
spawn  was  destroyed.    The  confounded  eels,  I  noticed 
several  times  on  Monday  last,  were  busy  hunting  about 
to  find  the  spawn  of  the  trout,  perch,  and  dace  that 
have  been  deposited  in  the  weedy  swims.    I  repeat 
what  I  have  often  stated  before,  eels  are  the  most 
destructive  devils  we  have  to  deal  with  in  a  stream 
where  trout  and  other  fish  abound.    The  roach  and 
other  fish  are  getting  busy  now  in  the  upper  stretches 
of  the  river." 


A  company,  consisting  of  about  two  iundred 
persons,  attended  the  forty-third  annual  dinner  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Railway  Benevolent  Institution 
held  on  May  8  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  M.P., .  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  was  supported  by,  amongst 
others.  Lord  Stalbridge,  Lord  Claude  Hamilton,  and 
Mr.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  M.P.  The  loyal  toasts  having 
been  proposed  from  the  chair,  Mr.  C.  J.  Owens  gave 
"  The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  on  whose  behalf  Lord 
Stalbridge  and  Mr.  Ha,yes  Fisher  responded.  The 
Chairman,  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the  Railway 
Benevolent  Institution,"  said  he  was  glad  of  that 
opportunity  of  showing  his  sympathy  with  an  institu- 
tion which  made  benevolence  rather  than  business 
its  first  consideration,  and  which,  during  a  long 
series  of  years,  had  come  to  the  relief  of  those  engaged 
in  a  great  industry.  Mr.  G.  H.  Turner,  who  responded, 
said  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  institution 
upwards  of  £430,000  had  been  distributed  amongst 
widows  of  railwaymen,  whilst  1753  widows  and  disabled 
servants  had  received  pensions,  and  1305  children  of 
both  sexes  had  been  educated.  During  the  evening  it 
was  announced  that  the  subscriptions  received  on 
behalf  of  the  fund  amounted  to  £5783,  including  £50 
as  a  contribution  by  his  Majesty  the  King,  who  is  one 
of  the  patrons  of  the  institution. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.  S. 
will  take  place  on  May  ;16,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ").  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Wade  and  C.  Cannar  are  the  stewards  which 
augurs  well  for  a  successful  evening. 


At  the  Lewes  Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday,  before 
Mr.  C.  R.  Kemp  (in  the  chair)  and  other  magistrates, 
George  Marchant  and  Harry  Marchant,  fishermen,  of 
Denton  Island,  were  summoned  by  Mr.  Cecil  'h. 
Morris,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Ouse  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  for  using  a  net  for  catching  salmon  in  the 
Ouse  Fishery  District  without  a  licence.  Mr.  Howard 
Gates,  of  Brighton,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  W.  D.  Peskett, 
of  Brighton,  defended.  Mr.  Gates,  in  opening  the  case' 
said  Mr.  Cecil  Morris  desired  him  to  state  at  the  out- 
set that  he  laid  the  information  as  secretary  of  the  Ouse 
Angling  Preservation  Society  with  the  object,  if  the 
case  were  proved,  of  preventing  this  sort  of  thing  going 
on,  because  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  not  only 
in  this  case,  but  in  other  oases  nets  have  been  used. 
The  effect  was  that  fish  were  stopped  going  up  the 
river  and  the  result  was  very  detrimental  to  the 
fisheries.  Therefore  his  object  was  to  draw  the 
attention  of  defendants  and  others  to  the  fact  that  it 
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ANDERSONS' 

Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &G. 


ONE 

GOLD 

THREE 

SILVER 
MEDALS, 

PARIS 

1900. 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 

veby'best  quality 

for  the 
HARDEST  WEAE. 

Price  30s. 
per  pair. 

Size  13's,32s.  6d. 


S(17iSTrNALL.A,A*.A. 

No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  49/6 
For  Hard  Wear. 

No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
For  Light  Summer  Wear. 

These  Waders  were  highly 
commended  in  the  Field. 


EVERY 
REQUISITE 

IN 

WATERPROOF and  RUBBER 

FOB  THE 

ANGLER 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


ANDERSONS 


ENT>  STt  HALL  A. At  A. 


PITTED  WITH 


GHOLMONDELEY-PENNEL 
OVER-KNEE  WADERS. 

Registered  116,511. 


DUN  LOP'S  (Patent) 


ANDERSONS' 

Folding  Waterproof 

FISHING  SEATS 


GUSSET 


t.l5  Pennell-s  Re;; 
3vrR-KfiEe  Wag; 


Stockings  reaching  just  over 
the  knee  with  light  Leather 
feet  attached. 

The  Over -Knee  Waders  are 
intended  for  every  kind  of  Fish- 
ing wliere  the  extra  few  inches  of 
the  ordinary  Waders  can  be  dis- 
pensed witli — as,  for  example,  in 
"Stream  Fishing '' for  Trout ;  in 
Pilfe  Fishing  ;  and  in  all  kinds  of 
"water-meadow  "  and  Boat  work  ; 
or  where  mucli  walking  has  to  lie 
done.  For  all  such  purposes — 
especially  in  the  case  of  the  less 
robust — the  Over-Knee  Wader 
will  be  found  iineqiialled  as 
regards  comfort ;  their  weight 
being  about  the  same  as  ordinary 
,  shooting-boots,  and  considerably 
'  lighter  than  Wading  Stockings 
and  Brogues.  These  Waders  are 
highly  recommended  in  the 
"  Badminton  Library  of  Sport." 


Made^in  our  No.  2  Gold  Medal  Quality,  57/6 
If  made  to  rqeasure,  or  on  Customers'  owu 
Lasts,  63/- 


KNEE. 

The 

"Gusset  Knees' 
can  be  put 
to  any  kind 
of  Wader 
at  a  charge  of 

per  pair.'' 


14  X  10  in. 

1/6  each, 

6  for  8/6. 

16  X  12  in. 
2/-  each, 
6|for  11/6. 


rOLDED 
FOR 


THE 
POCKET 


ANDERSONS' 

RUBBER 

DRINKING  CUPS 


Collapsible,  for  the 
Pocket. 


Price  1/-  each. 

Six  for  5/6. 


The  Improved 

"BUGKLAND" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JAGKETS, 

34  and  37  ins.  long.] 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number. 


THE 


"HAMPSHIRE" 
FISHING 
JAGKET. 


26s. 


GUSSET  KNEE  WADERS.  —  Messrs.  Anderson 
&  Co.,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  have  added  to 
their  stock  of  wading  trousers  a  new  pattern  called 
the  "  Gusset  Knee  Waders."  The  name  really  in  brief 
explains  the  idea — viz.,  a  gusset  to  give  play  to  the 
knee.  This  it  most  effectually  does,  and  it  is  a  great 
object  gained,  since  nothing  tires  a  man  more  in  a 
day's  salmon  fishing,  largely  consisting  of  wading,  than 
to  be  hide  bound,  so  to  speak,  about  the  knee.  In 
getting  over  a  stile,  or  clambering  up  rocks  or  a  bank, 
the  girding  of  the  ordinary  wader  often  amounts  to 
pain.  For  ourselves,  we  confess  that  the  simplest  and 
most  comfortable  kind  of  waders  are  those  which  are 
made  of  light  material,  and  ijuite  loose  above  and 
about  the  knee.  The  only  part  of  the  wading  trouser 
or  stocking  that  should  fit  closely  is  the  foot :  the 
looser  the  rest  of  the  garment  is  the  better. 

—  77ie  FieU,  October  28th,  1899. 


1901  Pattern 

"NON-SLIPPING 
PIKE"  BOOTS. 


Good  sound  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply  grooved 
soles  (arrow  pattern), 
which  prevents  side 
slipping,  nails  in  heels. 
As  suggested  and  used 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 
Ladies', 

18s.  6d.  per  pair. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 

wI^Ir^KIrs.  India  Rubber  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers,  37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Anglers'  Rod  Makers  and  Fly  Dressers. 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF  THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS,  21s. 

BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS  WITH  AND.  WITHOUT  STEEL  CENTRES 

IN    GREAT  VARIETY. 


was  absolutely  illegal  for  them  to  fish  with  a  salmon 
net  without  a  licence.  After  a  very  patient  hearing  the 
chairman  fined  the  defendants  £4.  Mr.  Morris  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  having  at  last  secured  a 
conviction. 


It  will  interest  anglers  to  know  that  Mr.  G.  A.  W. 
Griffiths  (of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society)  has 
taken  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel  (near  Farnham, 
Surrey).  He  is  well  known  in  the  angling  world,  and 
so  far  as  boats,  baits,  and  "  bikes  "  (at  the  hotel)  are 
concerned  nothing  will  be  wanting  for  the  comfort 
and  success  of  the  visitors. 


A  LOST  Type. 


Oh,  for  a  glimpse  of  a  natural  boy — 

A  boy  with  freckled  face, 
With  forehead  white  'neath  tangled  hair 

And  limbs  devoid  of  grace  ; 
Whose  feet  toe  in,  while  his  elbows  flare ; 

Whose  knees  are  patched  all  ways ; 
Who  turns  as  red  as  a  lobster  when ' 

You  give  him  a  word  of  praise. 

A  boy  who's  born  with  an  appetite; 

Who  seeks  the  pantry  shelf 
To  eat  his  "  piece  "  with  resounding  smack — 

Who  isn't  gone  on  himself ; 
A  "  Robinson  Crusoe  "  reading  boy, 
Whose  pockets  bulge  with  trash: 
Who  knows  the  use  of  rod  and  gim. 
And  where  the  brook  trout  splash. 
It's  true  he'll  sit  in  the  easiest  chair, 

With  his  hat  on  his  tousled  head ; 
That  his  hands  and  feet  are  everywhere, 
For  youth  must  have  room  to  spread. 
But  he  doesn't  dub  his  father  "old  man," 

Nor  deny  his  mother's  call,i 
Nor  ridicule  what  his  elders  say, 
Or  think  that  he  knows  it  all, 
A  rough  and  wholesome  natural -boy 

Of  a  good  old-fashioned  clay ; 
God  bless  him,  if  he's  still  on  earth. 
For  he'll  make  a  man  some  day. 

—Detroit  Free  Press. 
[Why  did  the!  man  who  wrote  that  entitle  it  "  A 
Lost  Type  "  ?    The  type  is  not  lost.    That  boy  is  still 
on  earth.] 


making  of  a  true  sportsman  and  true  gentleman.  The 
Hampshire  streams  claimed  the  greatest  share  of  his 
angling  aSections,  although  the  Thames  also  paid  toll 
to  his  surpassing  skill  both  as  a  fly  and  bait  angler. 
His  old  society's  meeting-place  is  adorned  by  great 
grayling  that  have  fallen  to  his  rod,  and  its  records 
show  how  greatly  he  excelled  in  every  department  of 
the  sport.  But  the  memory  of  his  cheery,  never- 
tailing  kindness  of  heart  will  be  a  still  more  enduring 
record  with  every  Friendly  Angler  who  has  enjoyed 
the  pleasure  of  his  company  in  the  club-room  or  at 
the  waterside. 


The  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  anglers  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  May  9,  and  it  proved,  as  usual,, a  grand 
success.  Mr.  Dendy  Sadler,  the  eminent  artist,  presided. 
More  next  week. 


Whoevee  sent  the  telegram  to  a  contemporary  re 
the  201b,  Thames  salmon  must  have  sent  the  salmon 
as  well,  for  it  had  on  the  tag  "  Mr.  Harry  Tagg, 
Thames  Hotel,  East  Molesey."  I  have  spent  many 
happy  hours  on  "  Tagg's  Island,"  and  on  one  occasion 
took  a  roach  of  lib.  9oz.  when  the  Thames  was  in  flood. 
But  that  roach  had  been  in  existence  more  than  nine 
days.  I  did  think  of  running  over  to  Ireland  to  see 
Pat  Hearnes,  but  must  content  myself  with  a  day  or 
two  ofi  Barking  Greek.  I  don't  mind  if  my  salmon 
weighs  only- 191b.— it's  better  than  nothing  at  all. 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  (no  mean  authority)  says  it's  all 
bogey  1  Mr.  Turk,  at  the  boathouse,  never  heard  a 
word  about  it ;  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  would  not 
believe  it  even  though  he  saw  it  with  his  own  eyes  I 
But  he  makes  sim  while  the  hay  shines,  and  is  making 
some  flies  for  me  which  vrill  be  suitable  for  the 
Thames  at  Blackfriars.  The  present  price  of  salmon 
is  (so  Mrs.  "  Drag  "  says)  3s.  6d.  per  pound. 


It  s  all  right;  ]  This  is  from:  dear  oZ(fJ(or' young)  Pat 
Hearnes:  "DearfMr.  Editor,-!  saw  a  paragraph  in 
your  last  issue  stating  that  a  letter  of  yours  to  me 
was  returned  marked  "  Dead."  How  that  came  about  T 
am  unable  to  say,  but  I  hasten  to  assure  you  that  I 
was  never  so  much  alive  in  my  life,  and  my  address  is 
same  as  ever,  as  my  father,  Jem  Hearnes,  still  lives  in 
the  same  little  cottage  by  the  Moy,  wherein  he  and  I 
were  born,  and  where  my  grandfather,  Pat  Hearnes,  the 
champion  long  line  caster,  lived  before  us,  and  I  trust 
that  I  may  be  spared  many  years  to  supply  the  Fishinq 
(jrazctte  with  reports,  and  my  prayer  is, that  you,  sir 
may  also  be  spared  many  years  to  have  them  inserted 
m  your  valuable  sporting  paper.— Your  humble  corre- 
spondent, Pat  Heabnes."  [Dear  Pat,  I'm  glad  you 
are  as  much  alive  now  as  ever,  and  to  hear  that  you 
are  still  in  the  little  cottage  by  the  Moy,  where  your 
grandfather  lived  before  you.  I'm  glad  you  didn't  say 
he  lived  after  you.]  «  ^ 


Me.  J.  PicKEESGiLL,  whose  advertisement  appears 
on  p.  viu.,  has  sent  some  good  specimens  of  single  hair 
for  roach  fishing  (not  twisted).  It  looks  very  nice,  and 
when  the  roach  and  dace  are  to  be  moved  (June  IGth) 
I  hope  to  get  one  or  two  without  "  turning  a  single 
hair."  °  ° 


Too  late  to  notice  this  week  come  to  hand  the 
Thames  Angling  Neios  and  the  Anglers'  Record.  There 
18  a  very  interesting  interview  with  Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles, 
of  the  Gollingwood  Angling  Society  in  the  T.  A.  iy., 
which,  if  possible,  will  be  quoted  next  week. 


The  "Gollingwood"  anglers,  whose  dinner  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  Jefiery  ("Straw  Hat") 
was  a  great  success,  are  making  great  strides  as 
regards  sportsmanship.  Their  standard  of  measure- 
ment 13  two  inches  over  size;  they  have  abolished 
gross  weight ;  give  no  money  prizes ;  and  have  a  good 
library.  Mr.  Frank  Sorge,  the  late  secretary,  was  the 
recipient  of  a  handsome  testimonial  in  oonsideration 
of  his  past  services. 


Six  HuNDEED  Samlets. 
PoEWAED  the  bright  brigade  ! 
In  their  new  scales  arrayed. 

Swim  the  six  hundred. 
Down  as  they  gasp  for  breath 
Into  the  valley  of  death. 

Rush  the  six  hundred. 
Onward  to  Barking  reach 
(Foul  beyond  power  of  speech), 

Drop  the  six  hundred. 
Stormed  at  by  filthy  drain, 
Refuse  from  gas  and  main, 

Drift  the  six  hundred. 

P'raps  twenty  smolts  survive, 
Reaching  the  sea  alive ; 

But  not  six  hundred. 
Will  one  its  way  retrace 
And  that  crude  sewage  face 

At  them  which  thundered? 
Instinct  is  strong,  they  say, 
And  p'raps  a  dozen  may 

Out  of  six  hundred. 
And  of  these  six  or  five 
At  the  lock  may  arrive — 

Six  of  six  hundred  1 


Me.  Geo.  Tayloe  writes  from  Boyle,  Roscommon, 
Ireland,  to  say  the  May  Fly  has  been  up  during  the 
last  week  on  Lougha  Key  and  Gara. 


The  Friendly  Anglers  have  sustained  a  severe  loss 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Craggs,  one  of  their  oldest 
members,  who  was  laid  to  rest  at  Hammersmith,  on 
Wednesday,  in  the  presence  of  a  sorrowful  gathering 
of  relatives,  fellow-members,  and  friends.  He  was 
happily  endowed  with  all  the  qualities  that  go  to  the 


At  the  annual  gathering  and  supper  of  the  Merry 
Anglers'  Piscatorial  Society  forty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast,  presided  over  by 
Councillor  Turner,  and  faced  by  Mr.  Gawen.  Letters 
and  telegrams  of  regret  of  inability  to  attend  were 
read  from  Major  Richards,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  Mr 
J.  W,  Baker,  L.C.C.,  and  others.  The  prizes  were 
afterwards  distributed  to  the  successful  competitors  to 
the  value  of  £28,  and  the  prize  list  for  the  next 
season,  largely  added  to,  reached  a  total  of  £32  with 
to  follow.  After  the  distribution  the  chairman 
said  he  had  a  most  pleasing  duty  to  perform,  and  that 
was  to  present  a  testimonial  to  the  worthy  secretary 
for  the  untiring  energy  he  had  displayed  in  attending 
to  the  business  of  the  society,  and  in  making  it  the 
great  success  it  was.  The  testimonial,  which  con- 
sisted of  a  massive  marble  timepiece,  with  an  inscribed 
plate,  also  an  angler's  knife,  was  greatly  admired  by 
the  company  present.  After  a  suitable  reply  by  the 
secretary,  the  harmony  was  proceeded  with,  and  some 
most  excellent  talent  was  displayed  by  the  gentlemen 
present. 


The  Swallows,  who  give  such  a  unique  shooting 
entertainment,  return  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  on 
Monday.  Tha  lady  shoots  with  unfailing  accuracy,  as 
indeed  she  need  do,  seeing  that  most  of  the  objects 
she  aims  at  are  held  by  a  mam  either  in  his  hands  or 
placed  on  his  face.  It  is  a  telling  performance.  The 
Bioscope  is  introducing  new  pictures,  some  of  a  very 
comical  character.  Preparations  proceed  apace  for 
Whitsuntide. 


As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  our  Killaloe  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  a  splendid  fish  weighing 
401b.  was  taken  in  the  Shannon  at  that  station  this 
week, 


Mb.  Thomas  Naples,  of  Tweedmouth.'-has  had  an 
adventure  on  a  small  scale,5by  catching  on  the  Tweed 
a  small  fluke  with  a  fly.  He  is  an  experienced  angler, 
and  has  before  distinguished  himself  with  his  fishing 
exploits  at  Tweedside ;  but  he  has  never  caught  a  fluke 
with  a  fly  before,  neither  does  he  know  of  any  other 
angler  who  has.  The  celebrated  fluke  is  one  and  a  half 
inches  long,  and  is  preserved  in  glycerine  at  the 
chemist's  shop  of  Mr,  S,  Brigham,  of  Tweedmouth, 


A  LAEOE  turtle  was  landed  at  East  Olifi,  Dover, 
recently.    It  weighed  2Jcwt, 


Editob  :  "  But  what  makes  you  think  this  is  a  good 
story?"  Parmer  Haystack:  "My  son  John  here 
says  so."  Editor:  "What  does  lie  know  about  it?" 
Farmer  Haystack :  "  Qol  durn  it  I  Didn't  I  tell  you 
he  wrote  it  1  "  Dbaqnht. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Provitieial  flfiglifig  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  <m  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fully-attended  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening,  May  2.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided.  After  the  minutes  of  the  previous^ 
committee  meeting  had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the 
members  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  visit  the 
Wixford  water  gave  in  their  report,  which  went  to 
show  that  the  owner  of  the  fishery,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  deputation,  decided  not  to  let  the  water,  but  to 
retain  it  for  the  purpose  of  letting  it  out  at  so 
much  per  day.  The  report  was  received,  but  the 
committee  were  rather  indignant  at  the  way  in  which 
they  were  treated,  as  a  letter  was  sent  too  late  to  the 
secretary  to  prevent  the  deputation  from  making  the 
fruitless  journey. — The  Ladywood  Society  made  an 
application  to  remove  from  the  Spread  Eagle,  Sher- 
bourne-street  to  the  King's  Arms,  Ey land-street,  but 
the  application  was  not  entertained,  as  a  new  club  is 
in  neo'otiations  at  the  latter  house  for  admission  into 
the  association  ;  under  the  circumstances  the  Ladywood 
club  will  either  have  to  remain  at  their  present 
meeting  house  or  select  another  place  for  their 
club.  The  secretary  placed  before  the  notice 
of  the  committee  the  advisability  of  finding 
a  fresh  water  for  the  forthcoming  annual  contest, 
and  mentioned  in  his  remarks  that  the  River 
Thames  at  Ensham,  near  to  Oxford,  would  be  a  suit- 
able place.  The  suggestion  was  approved  of,  and  he 
was  instructed  to  write  to  the  secretary  of  the  Oxford 
Angling  Association  for  particulars  bearing  upon  the 
matter.  The  Gun  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
concert  on  Monday  evening  last  in  aid  of  their  prize 
fund.  The  affair  was  adecided  success  in  every  way, 
and  the  fund  will  be  considerably  augmented  by  the 
number  of  tickets  sold.  The  St.  Stephen's  Society  hold 
their  annual  concert  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  on 
Tuesday  evening  next  (May  14)  in  aid  of  their  prize 
and  water-renting  fund.  Ladies  are  invited,  and 
members  of  kindred  societies  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome.  Some  of  the  unattached  clubs  are  daily 
fishing  the  open  waters  round  Birminghand,  and  a  few 
of  the  members  of  the  association  have  been  guilty  of 
the  same  unsportsmanlike  practice,  but  at  the  next 
committee  meeting  action  will  be  taken  to  see  what 
can  be  done  to  remedy  this  great  evil.  Sport  with  the 
trout  has  been  very  quiet,  owing  to  the  peculiar 
weather  we  have  been  having — cold  east  winds,  which 
have  done  much  to  prevent  anything  like  sport  being 
obtained. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Anglers'  Club  opened  their  season  last 
week  on  the  famous  Driffield  trout  streams,  but  owing 
to  the  weather  being  rather  tmfavourable  for  opera- 
tions, only  moderate  success  attended  their  efiorts, 
yet  the  streams  are  well  stocked  and  the  fish  in  nice 
condition.  The  members  dined  together  as  usual  at 
the  Bell  Hotel  in  the  evening.  Colonel  Brooks- 
bank  presiding,  and  amongst  those  present  were 
Colonel  Meysey  -  Thompson,  Captain  Hart  Davies, 
Captain  Reynard,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins,  Mr. 
Harrison  Holt,  Mr.  M.  Middleton,  and  others.  The 
river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  other  tributary 
becks  and  streams  are  all  in  very  fair  condition,  either 
for  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  and  during  the  past  week  a 
few  very  nice  fish  have  been  creeled,  especially  in  the 
tidal  waters  below  Hempholme  and  in  the  lower 
waters  at  Hull  Bridge,  Wawne,  and  Dunswell ;  very 
good  fish  are  on  the  rise,  one  being  caught  on  May  2, 
near  to  Gibraltar,  that  scaled  about  2Jlb.,  which  fish 
was  in  grand  condition  ;  flounders  and  eels  are  furnish- 
ing good  sport  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  and  at 
Wawne,  on  May  5,  the  Brunswick  Angling  Association 
fished  a  match,  and  met  with  fairly  good  sport.  Our 
next  big  meet  on  the  river  will  take  place  this  after- 
noon (May  11)  at  Dunswell. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  BoUin  records  a  few 
good  catches  last  week  end.  The  best  trout  was  over 
lib.,  and  and  another  of  13oz.  found  its  way  to 
Manchester.  Other  baskets  varied  from  5J  brace  to 
1|-  brace.  Some  fish  were  taken  with  the  artificial 
minnow,  a  few  with  fly,  but  the  worm  was  the 
most  successful  method.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  committee  sixteen 
new  members  were  elected.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant items  of  business  was  that  relating  to  their 
rearing  ponds  at  Heatley,  which  are  inadequate  to 
deal  with  the  30,000  fry  now  all  but  ready  for  turning 
out.  This  item  will  not  stand  any  delay,  so  will  have 
immediate  and  careful  attention.  Our  rivers  have 
not  been  affording  the  best  of  sport  lately.  From 
the  Lune  the  reports  speak  of  average  catches,  but 
the  water  stood  much  in  need  of  a  refresher. 
Results  obtained  from  the  Ribble  are  of  improved 
character,  especially  in  the  di.stricts  of  Mitton  and 


Clitheroe.  With  both  the  fly  and  bait  catches  have 
been  fair,  and  the  fish  in  good  condition.  The 
Wyre  has  been  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing,  and 
sport  obtained  very  fair.  Two  tributaries,  the 
Brook  and  the  Sowerby,  have  both  yielded 
some  nice  baskets,  with  both  the  fly  and  worm. 
The  anglers  of  Liverpool  are  very  much  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  keeping  a  grip  on  their  own  work.  They 
have  quietly  ignored  all  bodies  who  issue  travelling 
cards  when  the  case  applies  to  Meols  Lake.  The 
Wirral  Railway  Company  appear  to  think  this  is 
right,  so  will  insist  on  visitors  producing  a  special 
card  when  applying  for  a  privilege  ticket. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Although  trout  fishing  prospects  are  somewhat 
better  than  last  week,  so  far  as  the  weather  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  yet  much  room  for  improvement.  The 
continued  absence  of  rain  has  affected  the  waters  so 
much  that  some  of  the  streams  are  now  running  down 
to  their  ordinary  summer  level,  which,  added  to  their 
general  transparency,  renders  angling  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty.  Where  better  conditions  have  pre- 
vailed the  sport  has  been  carried  on  with  slightly 
better  results  this  week.  The  wind  has  remained  for 
the  most  part  in  the  north-east,  neverthless  on  occa- 
sions the  weather  has  been  warmer.  The  fly  has 
failed  to  produce  any  very  satisfactory  results,  and 
anglers  have  had  to  resort  to  the  maggot  and  worm, 
by  the  swimming  of  which  in  sheltered  positions  and 
with  suitable  tackle  a  few  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
taken.  In  all  respects  the  season  so  far  has  been 
almost  identical  with  that  of  last  year,  which,  from  a 
trout  fishing  point  of  -Ciew,  was  regarded  as  most 
unsatisfactory.  Anglers  are  lamenting  over  then- 
enforced  idleness  and  are  anxiously  waitmg  for  some 
warm  rains  before  earnestly  commencing  operations 
with  the  fly.  Apart  from  the  atmospherical  conditions, 
the  prospects  for  successful  sport  are  encouraging,  so 
that  the  continuance  of  the  cold  weather  is  all  the 
more  disquieting. 

FROM  MANCHESTER 

On  May  2  the  "  Thirty  Club  "  had  a  musical  social.  In 
addition  to  "  Sam  O'Eario's  "  paper  on  "  Trout  Fishing 
with  the  Fly  and  other  Lures,"  two  items  call  for 
particular  notice— Mendelssohn's  quartette  for  strings. 
Op.  44,  No.  1,  by  Messrs.  A.  and  J.  Barrett,  Farrell, 
and  Blyth ;  and  Schubert's  quintette  for  piano  and 
strings,  by  Messrs.  Salkeld,  Sowerbutts,  Farrell, 
Teale,  and  Barber.  Mr.  F.  W.  Garner  presided. 
An  afternoon  once  a  month  on  the  same  hues 
would  straight  away  take  a  firm  hold  on  the 
affections  of  the  anglers  of  this  city.  On  May  6 
the  last  of  the  musical  evenings  of  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  was  disposed  of  by  a  crowded  audience. 
The  programme  of  music  was  long  and  varied  and 
appeared  to  give  general  satisfaction ;  one  or  two  of 
the  better  class  of  items  particularly  so.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness  was  presented  with  a 
silver  tea  and  coffee  service  in  recognition  of  past 
services  and  suitably  responded.  Mrs.  Harkness  in 
supplementing  the  thanks  of  her  popular  husband 
contributed  undoubtedly  the  best  item  of  the 
programme.  Her  speech  was  natural  and  hearty, 
and  consequently  most  acceptable.  Mr.  J.  E. 
Chadwick  has  given  400  fish  to  the  local  association, 
thus  adding  another  to  his  many  good  actions  on 
behalf  of  our  sport.  A  new  club  has  been  started  at 
Hulme,  with  headquarters  in  York-street,  and  will 
be  known  as  the  Star  Anglers.  It  should  prosper,  as 
there  is  an  opening  for  a  good  club  in  Hulme.  The 
Stag  Angling  Society  open  the  season  at  Crowle  Wharfe 
on  June  16  .with  their  first  contest. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Very  little  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  Trent  has 
reached  within  a  few  inches  the  normal  level  of 
summer.  Thousands  of  coarse  fish,  notably  roach, 
are  now  on  the  spawning  grounds.  No  salmon  have 
been  caught,  but  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck  some 
good  sized  trout  have  fallen  to  the  fly,  and  also  to 
the  various  kinds  of  bottom  bait.  The  fish  were 
found  to  be  in  splendid  condition.  The  City  Wel- 
lington Society  held  their  annual  general  meeting 
at  "headquarters  on  the  night  of  May  2,  when 
the  chair  was  taken  by  the  respected  president,  Mr. 
W.  Gaskell.  The  committee's  report  was  submitted, 
as' was  the  financial  statement,  and  the  two  were 
adopted.  All  the  retiring  ofiicers  were  re-elected,  with 
the  addition  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Hodson  as  acting  vice-president 
and  chairman  of  the  committee.  It  was  decided  not 
to  allow  punt  fishing  above  Cavendish  Bridge,  and  not 
to  langle,  with  a  view  to  retention,  the  Loch  Leven, 
rainbow,  and  other  trout  known  to  inhabit  the  Shard- 
low  waters.  The  fish  are  becoming  acclimatised,  and 
it  was  felt  that  after  the  great  expense  incurred  in 
stocking  and  restocking,  it  would  be  unwise  to  take 
any  of  them  for  another  season  at  least.  Pike  fishing 
is  to  go  on  the  season  through,  as  in  the  past,  in  order 
to  reduce  the  stock,  and  so  improve  the  trout  supply. 
Hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  the  various 
ofiicers,  ajid  the  proceedings  closed  with  the  customary 
compliment  to  the  chairman,  who  had  specially 


journeyed  from  Alford,  in  Lincolnshire,  to  attend 
the  meeting.  The  society's  stretches  contain  plenty 
of  coarse  fish,  and  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  season  is 
awaited  with,  perhaps,  more  interest  than  previously. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  week  of  nice  weather — sunshine  and  refreshing 
showers  of  rain— but  a  cold  east  or  north-east  wind  blow- 
ing every  day,  and  on  several  nights  sharp  frost.  The 
rivers  and  smaller  streams  are  all  in  capital  order,  but 
only  a  limited  number  of  anglers  have  been  after  the 
trout.  Fly,  maggot,  worm,  and  artificial  minnow  used, 
but  very  few  fish  taken.  Hardly  a  rise  was  seen,  and  very 
few  flies  on  any  of  the  waters.  Messrs.  Martin,  Perks, 
J.  T.  Rushton,  W.  Thrift,  and  F.  L.  Higgs  all  took 
nice  specimens,  but  I  believe  two-and-a-half  brace  was 
the  largest  take,  and  the  worm  the  most  killing  bait. 
The  pot-hunting  fraternity  have  again  been  busy  this 
week  among  the  coarse  fish,  and  have  been  taking 
large  quantities  of  roach ;  at  Camp  Weir  on  May  5 
they  were  taking  them  with  nets  in  open  day- 
light. Unfortunately  they  were  in  a  boat,  and  were 
not  recognised  or  would  have  been  prosecuted.  The 
run  of  salmon  last  month  was  very  poor,  the  nets 
taking  very  few  fish,  and  the  price  keeps  up  well. 
The  few  fish  taken  have  been  in  splendid  condition. 


'glofes  from  t^e  ilorl^. 


Grand  baskets  of  trout  are  now  the  order  of  the  day. 
Fish  are  rising  freely  to  the  fly  and  everywhere  sport 
is  at  its  best  on  the  earliest  reaches  of  the  Don, 
Deveron,  Ythau,  Findhorn,  and  such  like  streams. 

Salmon  angling  quarters  are  not  now  so  much  in 
demand  as  they  were  during  March  and  April,  and  yet 
the  chances  of  sport  are  much  better,  and  the  risk  of 
being  snowed  up  much  more  remote. 

Mr.  Searle,  Florence-road,  Ealing,  W.,  has  taken  the 
Kincardine  Dee  water  for  May,  through  Mr.  Mackay's 
Fishing  and  Shooting  Agency,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen. 
The  chances  of  sport  are  really  good. 

The  Professor,  March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Cowdung, 
and  Hare's  Ear  are  the  favourite  lures  on  the  Deveron 
at  Huntly,  and  good  baskets  are  being  made  daily  on 
the  main  stream  as  well  as  on  the  Bogie. 


A  salmon  of  501b.  (net  4g|lb.)  was  got  in  Mr.  George 
Davidson's  nets  at  Ythan  mouth  on  Thursday  last. 
Such  a  fine  fish  is  seldom  seen  in  these  parts,  even 
during  the  autumn  run. 

Sir  John  Gladstone's  mother  died  at  Fasque  House 
last  week,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Sir 
John  has  been  in  constant  attendance  on  the  invalid 
lady  for  years.  He  annually  rents  the  Blackball  and 
Commonty  sections. 

Sir  Arthur  McKenzie,  Bart.,  of  Coul,  Ross-shire, 
was  to  have  been  married  last  week,  but  owing  to  the 
sudden  illness  of  the  bride  it  was  postponed  at  the  last 
moment.  Much  disappointment  prevailed  amongst 
the  tenantry,  who  had  made  extensive  preparations  for 
a  right  royal  celebration. 

Good  supplies  of  salmon  are  now  being  got  on  all 
east  coast  stations.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  and 
more  so  as  the  current  prices  have  gone  down  from 
2s.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  per  pound.  A  drop  of  9d.  within  a 
week  is  a  healthy  sign  for  the  angler. 

Grilse  are  now  being  got  more  freely,  although  it 
will  be  some  time  yet  before  they  are  in  constant 
quotation  in  the  market  lists. 

From  some  notes  on  a  famous  salmon  river  in  the 
far  north  I  had  a  glance  at  over  a  friend's  shoulder,  I 
saw  that  during  the  past  ten  years  there  had  been  a 
decrease  in  the  angling  returns,  and  an  increase  of  a 
third  in  the  netting  values. 

A  proposal  to  net  salmon  and  stock  the  angling 
waters  above  is  by  no  means  a  novel  suggestion.  It  is 
done  annually  on  the  Don  now,  when  the  river  is  too 
low  and  the  pools  too  crowded,  and  on  such  a  river  as 
the  Thurso  it  should  be  a  decided  success. 

Special  ScoTcn. 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  are  the  liest, 
cheapest,  and  most  popular  remeciics  at  all  seasons,  aud  uuiler 
all  circumstances  tliey  may  be  used  with  safety,  and  with  tiie 
certainty  of  doing  good.  Eruptions,  rashes,  and  all  discriptions 
of  skin  diseases,  sores,  ulcerations  and  burns  are  iiuickly  benef.ted, 
and  ultimately  cured  by  these  healins;.  soothin;.',  and  purifying; 
medicaments.  The  Ointment  rnbbed  upon  the  abdomen  checks 
all  tendency  to  irritation  in  the  boivels,  and  averts  diarrhaa  ami 
other  disorders  of  the  intestines  fre(|uently  prevailing  through 
the  summer  and  fruit  seasons.  Heat  bumps,  blotches,  pimples, 
iuHammations  of  the  skin,  muscular  pains,  neuralgic  affections, 
and  enlarged  glands  can  be  effectively  overcome  by  usii  g 
Holloway's" remedies  according  to  the  instructions  accompaii>  inu, 
gvery  packet. 
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EATON  &  DELLER 


E.C.,  &  1,   Bury   St.,  St.  Ja,mes',  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 


Craoked   Lane,   lL.ondon  Bria^e, 

SPLIT  CANE 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
"Si/-   With  steel  Centre.  Without  Steel 


RODS 


KEATINC^S 
POWDFH 


/- 

XT  B  X. 


Kills 


Fleas  Bugs.  Moths  Beei^' 


TINS   316°  i  I!  " 
THE  NEW  BELLOWS  9? 


Established  183T. 
Now  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.    Every  number  of  "The  Fob- 

USHERS'  CIRCDLAB  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD  " 

(published  every  Friday,  price  lirf.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Pa6h-iA«,-s'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 


X-OCfr-CTB,     J  XT  at  T 

LIVE  F'lllfOR^sir^ 

^n^/^^'  Roach,  Carp,  Dace, 

Rudd,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  &c.,  supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORD, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

LISTS  FREE.   BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 

I  N.B.- SPECIAL    LINEs1n~GRa7lING,  RAINBOWS 

AND  CARP.  ' 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  The 

FISHING  GAZETTeI 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8e.  6d. 

London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd, 


SCRIBNER'5 
MAGAZINE 


No.  173. 


MAY,  1901. 


Price  Is 


MAPLE  &  CO 

TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD,  LONDON 

Specialities  in   Writing  Tables  for 

"  BUSY  AND  OFT  INTERRUPTED  MEN " 


[  Drawing. 

La  Faroe. 


£6  12s  6dl 
£2  IDs  Od 


The  Oakley  shutter-front  writing  table,  in  oak,  panelled  sides 
and  back,  fitted  ■with  dra'wers,  sliding  trays,  smaller  dra-wers 
pigeon-holes,  shelves,  racks,  &c.,  4  ft.  2  in.   ' 

"  Oakley  "  revolving  and  tilting  chair  in  stamped  leather  

The  chair  can  also  be  supplied  stained  mahogany  or  walnut 

MAPLE  &  001 


Frontispiece.  By  John 
To  accompany  "  HA'WAII  " 

The  Diapy  of  a  Goose  Girl.  Chapters 

I. -III.  By  Kate  Douglas  Wigoin.  (To  be 
rontmiial  through,  three  numbers  )  lUustra' 
tions  by  Claude  A.  Sheppbrson. 

With  Iowa  Fapmers.    By  Waltee 

A.  'WrcKOFF,  Author  of  "The  Workers." 

Passages  from  a  Diary  in  the 

Pacific.  HA  WAIL  By  John  La  Fargf. 
Illustrations  from  sketches  by  the  author 

General  Christian  De  Wet.  By 

Thos.  F.  Millard.  With  portrait  drawn  by 
1.  V  CHOMINSKI,  from  a  photograph  made 
by  the  author. 

Midsummer.     Poem.     By  Maetha 
Gilbert  Dickinson. 

The  Southern  Mountaineer.  By 

John  Fox.  Jr.  (Con,cluded.)  Drawings  bv 
Jules  Gukrin,  H.  L.  Brown,  A.  E.  Jameson 
Louise  L.  Hbustis  and  Henry  MoCartbr 
from  photographs  in  the  collection  of  R  C 
Ballard-Thruston,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 
Absehied.  Poem.  By  EosAMUND 
Marriott  Watson. 

Saloons.  ByRoBEET  Alston  Stevenson. 
Silences.  Poem.  By  W.  J.  Hendeeson. 
St.   Pieppe  -  Mlquelon.      By  James 

Clarence  Hyde.      Drawings  by  Juies 

OUBRIN  from  photographs. 

To  Catch  a  Thief,  more  adven- 
tures OF  THE  AMATEUR  CRACKSMAN 
^-   HoRNUng.     Illustrations  by 
F.  C.  YOHN. 

A  Blue-Jacket  Monte  Cpisto.  By 

Walter  S  Meriwether.  Illustrations  by 
Jules  Gubrin. 

BPOthephood.  Poem.  By  E.  S.Maetin. 

A  Summep  in  Sabots.   By  Maey  a- 

Peixotto.     Illustrations  by  Ernest  C- 
Peixotto. 

The  Ship  of  Silence.    Poem.  By 

E.  A.  Ubpington  Valentine.  Illustration 
by  Hknry  McCarter. 

Without  Opders.  By  Louis  C.  Sengee. 

Illustration  by  W.  Glaokens. 

As  to  Wooing— There  was  None. 

By  Edith  Rickert. 

The  Point  of  View. 
The  Field  of  Art. 


LONDON  : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fhttee  Lane,  Fleet  Sikbet,  B.C. 


Anerlers  •wrishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGQIVIIVIODATION, 

For  PiBhlns  the  Derbyshire  Streams. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


A   CHARnXXirC   GIFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tlie  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  CooK,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  is  commanded, 
by  the  Que.en  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook." 
,  r,  ..."^^^^^"S  better  could  be  wished 
for.  —British  Weekly.  "  Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary emdcs."—Lo7idon  Daily  Chronicle. 

"A  BRILLIANT  B00K."-2'/w  Times. 
Every  Visitor  to  Loudon  (and  Resident)  should 

THIRD  EDITION, 
EEVISED  6s. 
24  Maps  and 
Flans. 

60  Illustrations. 

"Most  emphatically  tops  them  a,\\."—DaUv 
Qraphic. 

Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co 
London  :  SiMPKiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay 
Bettwsycoed,  Llangollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Bar- 
mouth, Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye 
Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Norfolk  Broads,  Channel 
Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use  Darling- 
ton's Handbooks,  Is.  each.  Lists  post  free— 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London  :  Simpkin,  MARSHALL  &  Co.,  Ltd 
PHOTOGRAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey 
Palestine,  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  1*-., 
Is.  6d.,  and  2».   Complete  List  post  free. 
DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


LONDON 

an  H  Cook  and 

"  ^   E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 

ENVIRONS. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishiner  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

he  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorsei. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer "Office, Bournemouth. 
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GLASGOW  AVALTON  ANGLING  CLUB. 

On  Saturday  last  a  most  interesting  operation  was 
carried  out  in  connection  with  the  restocking  of  the 
club's  private  water,  over  five  thousand  trout  fry  being 
placed  in  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  river  upon 
which  the  club  is  privileged  to  fish. 

During  the  winter  a  quantity  of  trout  ova  of  various 
breeds  was  obtained  from  the  Surrey  fish  fg,rm,  the 
transaction  being  carried  through  on  behalf  of  the 
club  by  Mr.  W.  Robertson.  The  hatching  out  of 
the  ova  was  carried  out  at  the  hatchery  of  the  Upper 
Ward  of  Lanarkshire  Clyde  Protective  Association  at 
Abington,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  M.  McKendrick,  in 
a  spare  corner  of  the  hatchery  kindly  lent  for  this 
purpose.  The  various  stages  in  the  early  life  of  the 
fry  were  most  successfully  passed  through  with  the 
result  that  they  were  taken  from  the  hatchery  on 
Saturday  last  with  practically  no  loss.  They  were 
brought  on  to  Glasgow  in  the  early  morning,  where, 
without  loss  of  time,  they  were  taken  in  charge  by 
several  officials  of  the  club,  and  in  the  forenoon  were 
successfully  placed  in  their  new  quarters  in  the  club's 
waters. 

Though  somewhat  late  in  the  season  the  young  fry 
were  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  delicate  task  of 
transmission  was  carried  through  with  most  satis- 
factory results,  less  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of 
deaths  occurring  during  the  journey. 

The  operation  of  placing  the  fish  in  the  streams  was 
successfully  and  skilfully  carried  through  by  Mr.  M. 
McKendrick,  secretary  Upper  Ward  of  Lanarkshire 
Clyde  Protective  Association,  Abington ;  Mr.  W. 
Robertson,  tackle  maker,  Glasgow  :  Mr.  Moodie ;  Mr. 
J.  Sweet,  secretary  to  the  club;  and  Mr.  Robert 
GUfillan,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers' 
Association.  K.  G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Me.  R.  Clay  presided  over  Monday's  meeting,  but 
reports  of  the  capture  of  trout  were  wanting.  Several 
members  had  been  to  the  Kennet,  Lambourne,  and 
Colne,  but  only  one  fish  had  been  killed — namely,  a 
good  trout  by  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  on  the  Lambourne. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  has  devoted  several  days  off  and  on 
to  Thames  trouting.  LTp  to  the  present  time  he  has 
done  nothing,  the  cold  nights  and  east  winds  having 
kept  fish  very  low  down.  They  would  not  feed,  and 
until  a  change  comes  about  in  the  weather,  with 
warmer  evenings,  there  is  but  a  poor  prospect  of  any- 
thing like  sport  with  the  big  fish  of  the  Thames. 
Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters  had  the  worst  of  luck  on  the 
Kennet.  It  is  not  the  good  fortune  of  every  one  to 
hook  three  fine  fish  in  that  river  on  one  evening,  nor 
does  one  generally  have  the  misfortune  to  lose  them 
in  the  same  time.  Mr.  Bywaters  first  hooked  a  fish 
on  the  Grannom,  which  promptly  came  unstuck. 
Next  a  Blue  Irish  fiy  fished  wet  attracted  the  attention 
of  trout  No.  2.  The  trout  admired  it  and  appropriated 
it.  After  playing  it  a  short  time  the  hold  gave  way ; 
but  the  third  loss  was  most  irritating  of  all  to  the 
piscator.  A  grand  fish  of  some  41b.  was  hooked  on  a 
fast  shallow.  The  operator  was  forced  to  give  it  line, 
and  ultimately  played  it  dead  fourteen  yards  below 
the  portion  of  the  Kennet  rented  by  the  society. 
Disdaining  to  trespass  on  the  land  of  the  adjoining 
owner,  Mr.  Bywaters  essayed  to  drag  the  trout  up 
against  the  powerful  cu.rrent.  In  doing  so  the  cast 
broke,  and  the  fine  fish  was  restored  to  liberty.  It 
was  a  most  galling  episode,  and  the  disappointed 
angler  was  commiserated  with  on  the  bad  freak  Dame 
Fortune  had  played  him.  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell, 
R.  Bradford,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  G.  Smith,  and  others  had 
been  to  Uxbridge,  but  no  captures  were  recorded.  A 
shoal  of  huge  bream  had  been  seen,  however,  and 
their  position  noted  for  future  operations.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  had  fished  a  private  part  of  the  Colne,  but 
returned  with  an  empty  creel.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Committee  and  ordinary  meetings  were  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presiding  at 
the  former,  when  several  matters  of  importance  were 
discussed,  the  chief  item  being  the  offer  of  some  further 
coarse  fishing  at  Kelvedon.  It  was  thought  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  members  to  help  the 
committee,  so  particulars  of  the  offer  will  be  made 
known  to  the  ordinary  meeting  of  May  21.  The  com- 
mittee still  have  to  select  someone  to  represent  the 
society  at  the  Loch  Leven  competition  this  year.  If 
any  member,  therefore,  is  desirous  of  competing,  I 
shall  be  glad,  if  he  will  inform  me  of  the  fact  as  early 
as  possible.  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  occupied  the  chair  at 
the  ordinary  meeting,  when  two  gentlemen  were  elected 
members.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  reported  taking  a  brace  of 
trout  from  Cheshauu  of  fourteen  inches  with  the  Iron 
Blue  He  lost  a  good  fish  besides.  Mr.  Gill  one  trout  of 
fourteen  inches  from  Chesham,  and  a  small  trout  from 
the  Beane.  Mr.  Gray  kept  amongst  the  small  ones,  and 
several  other  members  had  been  down  with  somewhat 
indifferent  results.  Mr.  Jaques  captured  a  trout  from 
the  Kennet,  which  was  well  above  the  standard  there. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  had  some  trout  from  Hertford  on  the 


opening  day  of  the  season,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  reported 
taking  a  couple  of  beautiful  trout  from  private  water, 
the  larger  being  3Jlb.,  a  very  handsome  fish.  On  May  14 
there  will  be  a  reading  from  the  log  of  the  Tmgger,  and 
the  following  week  Mr.  James  Taylor  gives  a  paper  on 
fly  casting,  and  this  subject  just  now  should  prove  an 
attractive  item,  and  command  a  large  attendance  of 
members.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  t^e  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Restaurant  Prascati  on  Wednesday,  May  8,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  A.  H.  Parker  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon. 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Southwick,  Penzance,  and  East  Looe.  Mr.  Minchin 
had  been  to  Southwick  and  taken  six-and-a-half  score 
pout  off  the  Low  Gate.  Mr.  Bates  had  heard 
that  Mr.  R.  G.  Graham  had  taken  two  dozen 
sizeable  plaice  and  one  eel  at  Southend.  A 
discussion  took  place  on  the  subject  of  phosphor- 
escence in  the  sea,  and  some  interesting  facts  were 
given  as  to  its  causes  and  the  various  forms  in  which 
it  appeared.  Mr.  Mallett  mentioned  that  he  had 
received  a  most  satisfactory  report  from  Parkstone, 
near  Bournemouth,  regarding  the  spring  fishing  there. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  usual 
toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

C.  S.  Patteeson,  Hon.  Sec. 


WALTON-ON-THAMES  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society,  at  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  was  a  very  great  success.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  Poote,  and  the  vice-chair 
by  Mr.  C.  Davey.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr. 
W.  A.  Perring,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  "  Walton 
Angling  Association,"  alluded  to  the  untimely  demise 
of  the  first  association,  and  expressed  a  pious  hope 
that  the  second  association  was  well  on  the  way  to  a 
great  success.  Mr.  G.  Edmonds,  who  replied,  con- 
gratulated the  members  on  their  numbers,  their  finan- 
cial position,  and  their  secretaries.  Replying 
to  the  toast,  "  Honorary  Members  and  Visitors," 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  of  Kingston,  made  a 
capital  speech,  during  which  he  feelingly  referred  to 
the  trouble  that  existed,  not  only  to  get  any  private 
water  within  anything  like  easy  reach  of  headquarters, 
but  to  the  still  greater  trouble  there  was  to  get  any- 
thing out  of  the  water  when  that  hod  been  secured. 
Some  capital  songs  were  given  during  the  evening  by 
Messrs.  Arthur  Perring,  A.  S.  Martin,  G.  Edmond, 
P.  Thorn,  and  others.  The  dinner  was  served  in 
capital  style  by  Mr.  Alfred  Pryor,  and  well  deserved 
the  compliment  passed  upon  it  hy  Mr.  Dicks  when 
he  proposed  the  toast  of  the  "Host  and  Hostess." 
We  can  only  add  that  the  vice-chairman's  speech, 
which  pressure  upon  our  space  compels  us  to  omit, 
will  never  be  forgotten ;by  those  who  heard  it. — H.  C.  A. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION, 
GOLDEN  LANE,  BARBICAN,  EC. 

In  a  few  short  weeks  the  London  anglers  will  again 
be  seen  besieging  the  booking  offices  of  the  various 
railway  companies  to  obtain  the  special  fare  tickets 
to  enable  them  to  visit  their  favourite  spots,  and  after 
a  lapse  of  three  months  to  again  attempt  to  entice  the 
humble  roach  and  other  coarse  fish  out  of  their 
element.  If  he  goes  to  the  Thames,  especially  those 
stretches  beyond  Teddington  Weir,  it  would  perhaps 
be  advisable  for  him  to  linger  long  at  the  old 
"familiar  shops,"  for  who  is  to  say  that  it  may  not 
be  the  last  time  he  will  be  allowed  to  fish  it. 
In  the  event  of  the  successful  reintroduction  of  salmon, 
I  hope  not,  but  am  afraid  that  the  privileges  we  have 
enjoyed,  and  the  liberties  given  for  years  past,  will  be 
greatly  curtailed ;  but  we  will  not  meet  trouble  half 
way,  we  must  await  events  and  deal  with  them  when 
occasion  demands. 

Instead  of  introducing  salmon  or  the  salmon  ques- 
tion, I  want  to  introduce  hvo  silver  cups.  One  is  pre- 
sented by  the  trustees  (and  is  to  be  seen  at  Ben 
Abrahams'  shop,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate) 
and  is  to  be  won  outright  at  a  competition  to  be  held 
on  June  16 ;  no  entrance  fee  will  be  charged.  A.  A. 
members  only  to  compete  ;  all  other  particulars  will 
be  given  later.  The  other  cup  is  to  be  a  championship 
one,  and  will  be  called  the  Club  Championship  Cup ; 
all  societies  entering  will  be  charged  an  entrance  fee  ; 
6  members  to  form  a  team,  A. A.  members  only.  Team 
will  be  drawn  against  team,  and  matches  will  be  fished 
off  in  rounds.  The  winners  of  the  final  to  have  gold 
medals,  and  the  society  to  hold  the  Championship  and 
Cup  for  twelve  months,  the  runners-up  to  have  silver 
medals.  A  committee  is  being  formed,  and  we  hope 
to  have  all  arrangements  ready  for  June  next.  Details 
will  be  announced  later.  The  finance  committee  will 
meet  on  Monday  next,  May  13,  at  8  p.m.  General 
committee,  8.30. — R.  G.  Woodeufp,  Secretary. 


Corveeponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


CLEAR  WATER  \HjRM  FISHING,  Etc. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Enquirer"  asks  a  ques- 
tion which  I  will  endeavour  to  answer. 

I  should  gather  that  "  Enquirer  "  was  not  yet  quite 
an  old  hand  at  clear  water  worm  fishing  from  his  letter, 
and  as  a  little  word  from  me  may  prove  of  practical  u.se 
here  goes. 

First  of  all,  I  presume  that  no  one  uses  newly  dug 
earth  worms,  for  these  are  not  fit  for  real  clear  water 
worm  fishing,  being  so  easily  broken,  so  soft  and  slimy. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  "  Enquirer"  places  his  worms 
in  good  clean  moss  for  days,  and  uses  them  when 
scoured  and  tough,  as  I  do.  Before  attempting  to  put 
a  lively  wriggling  earth  worm  on  a  hook,  it  is  only 
hicmane  to  stun  it  first,  and  it  is  also  wise  and  prudent, 
from  the  mere  fact  that  baiting  the  Stewart  taclcle  then 
becomes  ever  so  much  easier.  I  lay  the  worm  in  the 
hollow  of  the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  and  with  the 
fingers  of  the  right  hand  I  deal  it  a  few  blows  or  slaps. 
At  first,  there  is  a  tendency  to  break  the  worm  in  the 
process,  but  this  soon  passes  away  with  a  little  experi- 
ence. The  worm  must  be  left  partly  alive,  for  a  dead 
worm  makes  a  poor  bait  for  a  wary  trout.  It  is  not 
always  possible  to  so  stun  all  one's  worms,  so  as  to 
prevent  one  of  them  forming  a  ball,  or  knot,  when  on 
the  Stewart  tackle,  and  especially  is  this  the  case  when 
time  means  trmit,  and  one  has  to  "  hurry  up,  best  on 
record  pace  "  whilst  the  trout  are  keen  and  well  on  the 
feed.  Then,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  the  worm 
should  be  taken  (or  torn)  off  the  Stewart  tackle,  and  a 
new  one  substituted. 

N.B. — A  very  great  aid  towards  baiting  with  a 
slippery  worm  is  a  little  fine  sand.  I  seldom  use  it, 
for  long  use  has  rendered  it  needless,  but  a  worm  dipped 
in  fine  sand  one  can  grip  very  much  more  easily  than 
one  covered  with  slime. 

If  I  have  left  any  point  obscure,  or  unanswered,  I 
shall  be  only  too  delighted  to  write  again.  Meanwhile, 
I  hope  that  "Enquirer"  may  find  these  hints  of  use 
to  him. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Enquirer  "  re  baiting  Stewart's 
tackle ;  bottom  hook  through  the  tail,  next  hook 
through  the  middle  of  the  worm,  and  the  top  hook 
through  the  head  ;  he  should  not  attempt  to  cover  the 
hooks,  and  the  worm  should  suit  the  tacJde. 

The  genuine  blue-head  sometimes  found  under  heaps 
of  decayed  leaves  and  garden  rubbish,  thrown  on 
gravel-like  soils,  grows  to  a  tremendous  length.  I 
have  seen  them  nearly  a  foot  in  length,  blue  on  the 
head  and  rough  and  creamy  below.  Half  a  maiden 
lob,  or  the  tail  of  ,a  lob  (proper)  would  be,  if  not  a 
better,  a  more  suitable  bait ;  at  any  rate,  he  should 
never  give  the  worm  a  chance  of  "  unwinding  from  a 
ball,"  that  is  quite  clear. 

Keeping  Minnow  Down. — "  C.  P.  S."  should  hook  the 
minnow  through  the  top  lip  with  a  tine-wired  hook  ;  I 
think  this  would  stop  its  antics,  and  fish  with  a  quill 
float  that  would  do  for  dace.  A  cork  float  has  a 
tendency  to  raise  the  bait,  especially  in  streams :  and 
even  in  still  water  the  less  resistance  there  is  when  a 
perch  seizes  the  minnow  the  less  likely  is  it  to  be 
ejected;  or,  if  he  prefers  to  fish  with  the  hook  through 
the  dorsal  fin  (just  under  it),  I  think  he  would  get  on 
better  if  he  put  his  small  bullet  twelve  or  fifteen 
inches  above  the  bait  instead  of  eight  inches,  and 
fished  deeper.  A  bullet  only  eight  inches  above  the 
bait  is  a  very  conspicuous  object  to  "  The  bright-eyed 
perch  with  fins  of  Tyrian  dye." — Y'ours  truly, 

IBUEKO. 


Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  "Enquirer,"  he  should  not 
use  blue-headed  worms  for  clear  water  trouting. 
Pink-heads,  even  if  the  body  is  nearly  white,  turn  a 
pretty  colour  all  over  when  kept  three  days  or  so  in 
moss.  They  are  then  not  nearly  so  lively  as  when 
fresh  from  the  earth,  and  may  easily  be  used  with 
No.  1  hooks  and  4  X  or  5  X  gut. 

If  he  comes  across  an  extra  frisky  specimen  and 
thinks  it  will  curl  itself  up  before  he  can  get  it  into 
the  water  he  wishes  to  fish,  let  him  just  drop  it,  as 
soon  as  it  is  on  the  hooks,  into  the  water  at  his  feet, 
and  it  is  very  unlikely  that  it  will  curl  up.  If  the 
worm  is  particularly  strong  and  has  not  been  kept  in 
moss  it  might  still  ti-y  to  curl ;  let  him  then  drag  it 
through  the  water  against  the  stream  for  about  a  yard, 
and  it  will  be  all  right.  If  he  wants  to  use  strong 
worms  two-hook  tackle  is  less  trouble  than  the  three. 
— Y'ours  truly,  5  X. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Enquirer"  in  your  issue 
of  last  week,  I  sbould  strongly  recommend  him  to  use 
a  two-hook  tackle  instead  of  the  Stewart  tackle  of 
three  or  four  hooks,  the  hooks  to  be  fully  one  size 
larger,  and  placed  an  inch  apart,  back  to  back.  I 
have  used  this  tackle  for  years,  and  have  converted 
many  friends  to  its  use.  It  is,  of  course,  nothing 
more  or  less  than  the  Pennell  tackle.    The  hooks  are 
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put  right  through  the  worm  an  inch  apart,  so  that  the 
worm  IS  straight  upon  the  tackle  and  lying  alongside 
the  shanks  of  the  hooks,  head  and  tail  free.    It  is 

wiJh  tlfi^f^^'  T5  'fF  ^''Sorge  as  compared 

with  the  Stewart  tackle,  one  hook  of  which  is  often  in 
the  gullet.  Immediately  it  is  halted  it  should  be 
dropped  into  the  water  at  one's  feet ;  the  cold  water 
r^^®  y"''^  ^""^  prevents  it  wriggling  into  a 
knot.    This  IS  a  tip.— Yours  very  truly,       "  B.  B." 

FISHING  THE  WHITADDER. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "  E.  K  " 
there  are  several  good  centres  from  which  the  river 
Whitadder  may  be  fished  :— 

(1)  Duns,  distant  from  the  water  about  two  and  a 
half  rniles,  and  where  there  is  excellent  hotel  accom- 
modation. 

(2)  Grant's  House,  four  miles  from  water,  splendid 
mn,  where  he  will  find  every  attention  paid  to  his 
comfort. 

(3)  Allanton,  one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  Chirnside 
Kailway  Station,  and  close  to  water.  Comfortable  inn 
accommodation. 

The  best  months  for  fishing  the  river  are  April,  May 
June,  and  September.  Heavy  baskets  are  killed  in 
May  and  June  with  either  fly,  clear  water  worm 
creeper,  or  Stone  Fly  fishing,  particularly  with  the 
tbree  latter,  but  considerable  ability  is  required  to 
attain  this  result.  The  total  weight  of  the  three 
heaviest  baskets  killed  in  the  Ellem  Club  competition 
on  Friday,  May  3,  was  4.31b.,  and  the  heaviest  dozen 
weighed  over  51b.  The  river  cannot  be  properly  fished 
without  wadmg.-Yours  truly,  Gbeenhope. 

«^^^i^^,^^^'~^^^''^Siuyour  issue  of  last  week  that 
•t  "T"  ■'^•.„requires  information  regarding  the  Whitadder 
If  he  will  write  to  mc,  I  will  give  him  every  informa- 
tion as  regards  flies,  etc.,  as  I  have  fished  it  in  many 

"^^"^^■^^  °T  ^'^'^^hr  John  Todd. 

Balblair-terrace,  Nairn,  Scotland. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "E.  K.,"  the  Whitadder 
can  be  convemently  fished  from  Grant's  House  (four 
miles),  louug's  Temperance  Hotel  looks  specially 
after  anglers.  The  accommodation  anywhere  in 
Grant  s  House  would  be  of  a  homely  character  A 
good  plan  IS  to  drive  (or  cycle)  to  Elba,  and  fish  up  to 
Abbey  St.  Bathan  s ;  above  this  the  water  is  private 
hut  leave  can  readily  be  obtained  (see  under  "  Dun's 
Ang  ers'  Diary  ").  Wading,  although  not  necessary, 
would  be  a  great  conveniei  c  With  plenty  of  water 
there  is  the  chance  of  a  sea-trout  in  the  Eyemouth 

w   ;   ^  ?^^^  *°  ^"te  me,  I  might  be 

able  to  further  assist  him.— Yours  faithfully, 

^  ■    Thos.  G.  Fraser. 

Northamptonshire  Union  Bank,  Ltd., 
Kettering. 


distance  from  the  highly  interesting  town  of  Berwick) 
II  \         l^""^'^  ^""^  "Tweed  and  Whitadder  so 

that  at  both  Cross  Keys  and  Fishers'  Arms  you  have 

ob.Tlcft-ifl  y°'^^l'°w."  At  both  places  the 
charges  will  be  very  moderate 

As  for  waders,  the  Whitadder  is  a  small  river  but 
for  several  reasons  it  is  best  to  have  waders,  though 
not  absolutely  necessary.  ° 

tb  ^""'f^  frequent  shallows,  so 

Jauinla  Af'^'"^'''.^'?  "^"S^^*^  ^"'^l'^  ^«  but  poorly 
equipped.    At  present  the  smolts  are  in  full  swing. 

"  The  floods  of  May  take  the  smolts  away  " 
of°them*'^^         ^^""""^  ^^^''^  ^'■^  separate  "  schools  " 

di,nn!;!*°''^°-'^  °^  is  of  a  musical 

d,  position-is,  in  fact,  a  composer.  Both  hostels  are 
small  a  bit  primitive,  but  capable  of  affording 
excellent  accommodation,  and,  as  I  have  said  thf 
charges  are  very  moderate.  ' 

timrnTS?^"^v"''^'f''f  ^^^"^  delightful  at  this 

^IrL^l      r}"""'!  Joseph  Johk  Hills. 

l3erwick-on-Tweed. 


May  11,  1901 


PEEL  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED 
Dear  Sir.-I  shall  be  glad  if  one  of  your  readerq 
can  give  me  a  hint  as  to  where  I  can  get  some  eood 
trout  and  fair  peel   fishing  in  Irelafd  T  June 
Al  hough  very  nice  as  a  chan|c,  my  idea  of  ^nlyin"  " 

nfrt  "wis  to  f  r7  daytra  bolt! 

nor  ao  I  wish  to  be  at  too  groat  an  exnense  Vn^ 

LINES  DRESSED  WITH  PARAFFIN  WAX 
Dear  SiR,-In  reply  to  "  Enquirer  "  of  May  7  Melt 
say,  two  ounces  of  paraffin  wax  in  a  jar  in^the  oven 
when  thoroughly  hot  lay  the  line  in  a  iice  co  uL  oTk 
for  fifteen  minutes  :  while  hot.  before  the  fire  with  wa^ 
cloth,  draw  out  the  line  and  rub  well  •  have  two^ 
dfficult  t''  ''l°*^--<iyhot,  as  it  sooA  t^s  S  i 
You:?trulV""^°"^^'°"^  ''''  through  warm  cloth.1' 
Nottingham.  J^^kson. 


FISHING  NEAR  DORKING. 

ti^.^t^  ^/V^?^'^  any  angler  give  me  any  informa- 
tion about  Dorking  Mill,  charge  of  fishing,  fare,  etc. 
There  was  mentioned  some  time  since,  in  a  back 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  certkin  pLce  at 
which  good  fishing  could  be  obtained  by  staying  at  an 
hotel  named  the  Onslow  Arms,  and  occupied  by  a 
Mr.  Harris  concerning  whom  it  was  incidentally 
mentioned  that  he  was  a  successful  cyclist.  Any 
particulars  will  oblige,— Yours  truly,  ^ 

J.  G.  Caplin. 


xJ^.  f^      ^^''  *°  "  ^-       I  Isiiow  the  river 

Whitadder  well  and  should  recommend  him  to  stop 
at  Duns  where  he  can  fish  both  the  Whitadder  and 
the  Blackadder.  I  have  stayed  at  the  White  Swan 
several  times  and  could  not  recommend  a  better  hotel 
1  shall  be  glad  to  give  your  correspondent  further 
particulars  if  he  will  write  to  me.— Yours  faithfully 
Bishop  Auckland.  W.  J.  Cummins.' 

Dear  Sir  -In  reply  to  "  E.  K.'s  "  questions  in  your 
edition  of  May  4,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him  all 
information  I  can  about  the  Whitadder.  I  know  that 
beautiful  river  from  source  to  mouth,  and  have  iust 
returned  from  my  twenty-fifth  visit  of  over  a  month's 
duration.  There  is  no  licensed  house  quite  near 
except  one  too  near  Berwick  -  on  -  Tweed  to  be 
pleasant,  and  perhaps  one  other  below  Chirnside 
Mills,  but  neither  are,  I  fancy,  much  patronised  by 
the  best  anglers.  I  have  always  stayed  with  a  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Moffat,  and  most  comfortable  I  have  been  so 
much  so,  that,  though  I  spend  a  good  six  months  in 
wt/l^*"  .^^^  waterside,  I  always  consider  my 
Whitadder  visit  the  brightest  bit  of  the  fishing  year 
But  just  now  the  Moffats  are  moving  to  Moor  House' 
near  Grant's  House,  Berwickshire.  I  think  they  go  in 
Auu*''^c.P'-^  Ho'^se  is  within  a  mile  of 

Abbey  St  Bathans.  Mr.  Turnbull,  who  lives  at  the 
Abbey,  will  give  permission  to  visitors  to  Moor  House 
to  fash  his  part  of  the  river,  thirteen  miles  Yes  sir 
wading  is  absolutely  necessary ;  any  other  information 
^.^I^'i^'es  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  him,  out  of 
gratitude  to JNIr.  and  Mrs.  Moffat,  if  he  cares  to  write 
to  me. — 1  ours  truly,  j2  q 

Union  Club,  Birmingham. 


FISHING  NEAR  EXMOUTH. 

,v?rnnf  fi^I'^^"^"  *°  "Clydesdale,  Malvern," 

It  oaX  A^'PI,  ''^PP«'^""g  »i  tbe  Fishing  Gazette  of 
RivPr  OH  ^^'?f^tr°'^tfi«Wngmaybe  obtained  in  the 
Kiver  Otter  about  seven  miles'  drive  from  this  town  It 
IS  the  property  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  but  a  ticket 
maybe  lent  from  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  condition  that 
he  IS  a  visitor  at  the  hotel.— Yours  truly 

^^"^o^^^-    H.  WVHai-ward. 

SOMETHING  LIKE  A  MARCH  BROWN. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  able  correspondent,  "  W  H  "  who 
writes  from  Gaerwen,  Anglesey,  on  "Fishing  in 
Anglesey,  _  mentions  a  fly  which  comes  on  the  fakes 
of  an  evening  after  April.  I  have  fished  Maelog  two 
years  in  succession,  and  intend  going  down  again  for 
a  mon  h  m  the  middle  of  May,  and  shall  visit  Coron 
Lake  this  time.  If  this  should  catch  the  eye  of  "  W  H  " 
I  should  be  much  obliged  if  he  would  inform  me 
where  I  can  get  a  good  copy  of  the  fly  he  mentions 
something  like  a  March  Brown  with  a  yellow  body  " 
i  or  this  and  any  other  information  I  shall  be  truiy 
thankful  to  him.-Yours  truly,         G.  de  Manpas 


FISHING  NEAR  BEDDGELERT. 

Dear  SiR,-If  "  A.  H.  J."  will  send  to  Mr.  Gough, 

superintendent  of  the  line,  Oswestry,  for  the  Cambrian 

guide  called  "  Farmhouse  and  Country  Lodgings  " 

price  one  penny,  page  33  will  furnish  him  with  a  list 

of  lodgings.    The  book  also  contains  a  rather  good 

map  and  other  information  regarding  rivers  and  lakes 

-Ir'l^'^^^'  W.  B.  L. 

Manchester. 


^T.  ^''7~  ^®Piy  *°  yo^""  correspondent,  "  E.  K  "  as  to 
the  fishing  of  the  Whitadder,  a  good  centre  to  fish  this 
charming  and  productive  little  tributary  of  the  Tweed 
from  IS  the  village  of  Paxton,  west  of  Berwick  about 
four  miles. 

There  is  a  good  ancient  public-house  called  the 
Cross  Keys  at  Paxton,  tenanted  by  a  very  intelli 
gent  landlord  who  knows  the  United  States  etc  A 
pleasant  man  to  converse  with,  for,  while  at^reeable  he 
u  *^°f.°?glily  independent.  The  Fishers'  Arms,'  at 
Horncliffe-on-Tweed,  south  side  (about    the  same 


OLIVE  DUN  AND  RAINBOWS  SPAWNING  IN 
THE  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND 

An"?n  on^'^r  fl^^®";'"^  *?  "  Occasional  Notes."  of 
April  20.  The  fly  referred  to  by  "  A  Keeper  on  a  Hert- 
w'l  ifr  t'^'f*  stream"  is  probably  what  we  call  the 
female  March  Brown.  It  comes  up  the  latter  part  of 
April  and  early  in  May.  It  is  a  beautiful  large  Olive 
I^un,  and  when  on  the  water  a  grand  killer.  It  has 
not  shown  up  well  these  last  few  years,  and  so  far  this 
season  I  have  not  seen  a  single  specimen.  The  pollu- 
tion of  our  streams  has,  no  doubt,  nearly  exterminated 
these  early  spring  flies. 

With  regard  to  rainbows  spawning  in  the  North  of 
fecotland.  Is  It  possible  the  rainbows  turned  into  our 
Yorkshire  streams,  and  of  which  so  few  traces  remain 
have  run  up  the  rivers  to  the  small  tributary  streams 
to  spawn,  and  not  been  washed  or  drifted  down  stream 
as  IS  generally  supposed  ?  I  think,  on  the  face  of  your 
correspondent's  letter,  it  would  not  be  amiss  if  clubs 
who  have  stocked  with  rainbows  examined  the  upper 
reaches  and  tributary  streams.  If  they  will  breed  in 
Sutherland,  I  why  ,  not  in  Yorkshire  ?— Yours  truly 

GREEN  [DRAKE  iFISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

cRf^l  l'^-^^-        '"^"^^^  t°  Mount 

Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  he  will  find  Lough  Mask  suit 
his  purpob^e  I  have  been  fishing  it  for  twenty  years, 
and  am  there  at  present.  Cost  for  two  gentlemen 
fashmg  out  of  one  boat,  including  everything,  *6  13s 
No  extras.-Yours.truly,  John  Molloy.  ' 


Dear  SiR,-Mr.  Hudson  should  melt  three-nennv 
worth  of  paraffin  wax  in  a  wide  earthenwareTar-I  ul^ 
a  large  potted-meat  jar,  it  answers  admiribly-coH 
the  line  loosely  and  drop  it  in,  press  it  down  with  a 
penho  der  until  completely  submerged  ;  leUt  stay  in 
five  minutes  or  so,  take  out,  and  hang  up  unt  1  coo" 
leathei  A  sS=  unravel  and  rub  down  w^th  a  11^0 
leathei.  A  second  dose  completes  the  dressin^^  I  do 
my  lines  each  year.  I  should  advise  Mr.  Sson  not 
to  do  the  unravelling  and  rubbing  down  in  a  room  ff 
he  has  any  respect  for  the  carpetrthe  dry  wax  mS'in 
all  directions.— Yours  very  truly,  B  B 

SILK  LINES. 
UEAR  SiR,^Referring  to  your  remarks  on  silk 

madVof^l"^  ™^  Italian  silk  if 

made  of  IJ-dracbm  silk,  must  be  washed,  dried  in  a 
centrifugal  wound,  reeled  into  skeins,  boiled  and 

If  made  of  China  raw  silk,  the  same  process  to  bn 
made  floss  We  make  them  of  the  very  b^est  and  &ne.l 
Italians  of  the  best  marks;  these  involve  very  great 
care  and  very  much  more  labour  in  the-procesL  It 
has  to  be  wound,  doubled,  thrown  (twisteT  reeled 

?ours't:;T'^  '^^^  into  lines!- 

i  ours  truly,    Chas.  Jackson. 

FISHING  AT  RINGWOOD. 
and  Mr^  ? Vr'^''  gentlemen,  Mr.  H.  Hare-Winton 
and  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  staying  in  this  hotel,  took  a 
^Imon  each  with  the  prawn  on  Friday,  May  1-^ 
Mr.  H.  Hare-Winton,  211b.  and  Mr  A  G  Ct^Zihlu 
161b.- Yours  faithfully,  P  E  ■pAETRmrt  ' 

White  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood.  ' 

THE  MAY  FLY. 
.  Dear  SiB,-With  regard  to  the  May  Ply,  I  saw  one 
m  my  garden  (near  the  Lune)  fully  a  fortnight  ago 
and  I  took  this  as  an  indication  that  we  should  have' 
settled  warm  weather,  and  consequently  bedded  my 
geraniums  which  is  nearly  a  molth  in  advance  of 
last  year;  they  are  all  doing  well.-Yours  truly. 

Austin  CoxI 

THREATENED  DESTRUCTION  OF -GRAYLING 
IN  THE  KENNET.  -"^^'^^^^ 
Sir,— With  reference  to  R.  H.  Barker's  letter  in 
your  edition  of  May  4,  I  would  point  out  that  a'copy 
of  the  Nmvburrj  Weekly  News  was  forwarded  you  at 

stated  at  the  Hocktide  meeting  at  Hungerford  an^ 
should  Mr.  Barker  or  the  lessees  have  feU  so  disposed 
they  could  have  asked  the  "  constable"  to  convene  a 
special  meeting  of  jurymen  to  consider  the  question  of 
reducing  the  number  of  grayling  at  the  expiration  o 
the  present  season  (1901),  which  would  have  been  in 
plenty  of  time  for  season  1902.  I  fail  to  see  what 
authority  is  reqmred  from  the  lessees  or  any  other 
party  or  sending  you  the  report  of  absolute  facts  that 
took  place  at  the  meeting.  I  take  it  from  Mr.  Barker's 
letter  that  it  is  their  intention  to  interfere  with  this 
sport  sooner  or  later,  and  I  would  like  those  interested 
to  apply  for  an  edition  of  either  the  Newhurv  Weekly 
News  or  the  Marlborough  Times,  or  both,  and  use  their 
own  discretion.  I  do  not  know  what  some  of  your 
readers  must  think  of  some  of  the  Berkshire  people 
who  were  under  the  impression  that  the  grayling  were 
destructive  to  the  crayfish.-Yours  truly.  Gnome. 

HOW  TO  PRESERVE  PRAWNS 
Dear  SiR,_If  Prank  W.  Jeffs  will  procure  some 
fresh  prawns,  boil  them,  and  when  cooked  pack  them 
into  a  patent  stoppered  bottle,  cover  them  with  pure 
glycerine,  to  which  is  added  a  pinch  of  cochineal; 
this  will  make  them  a  brilliant  colour  ;  keep  them 
from  the  light  I  once  saw  a  bottle  that  had  a  large 
pin  run  through  them  to  keep  them  perfectly  straight. 
This  was  done  whilst  hot ;  you  have  simply  to  pull  out 
the  pin  and  insert  the  needle  in  its  place,  a  great 
saving,  as  many  are  broken  in  mounting  unless  great 
care  is  used  -Yours  truly,  w.  P.  Campbell. 

Dunnet,  N.B. 
.  (Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


Mat  18,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


320 


NOTICES, 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  337.] 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
••  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Kailway  Book- 

stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  K.  B.  JlARSTON,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
]  ■  Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
~  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 

as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  gtiarantee  of  good 
^  faith.    Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 

of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payment?  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  20 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  is.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Siibscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays^  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the,  Advertisement  Manaqeb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  •WHICH  IS  INCORPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  MAY  18th,  1901. 


TKOUT  FISHING  ON  THE  SPEY 
AND  ITS  TEIBUTAKIES. 


The  question  that  often  presents  itself  to  anglers 
is  where  to  go  to  procure  good  sport  at  a  not  too 
prohibitive  figure.  The  .following  portions  of  the 
Spey  and  its  tributaries  will  be  found  to  provide  as 
good  sport  as  any  in  the  "  land  o'  cakes,"  I  mean 
free  waters,  of  course.  I  am  sorry  I  am  unable  to 
speak  as  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Spey,  having 
never  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing  same ;  but  the 
following  information,  which  I  can  vouch  for, 
ought  to  prove  useful  to  anglers  intending  to  try 
their  luck  on  Speyside. 

The  river  can  be  reached  either  by  the  Highland 
or  Great  North  of  Scotland  railways,  and  the  best 
place  to  stay  at  is  Grantovra-on-Spey,  where 
visitors  can  get  a  permit  from  Lady  Seafield's 
factor  to  fish  for  trout  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  Wading  is 
allowed,  and  good  sport  can  be  had,  especially 
during  the  summer  months,  when  fishing  fly  after 
dusk  often  accounts  for  brown  trout  scaling  21b. 
and  31b.  each. 

By  staying  at  the  Delnashaugh  Hotel,  Ballin- 
dalloeh,  which  can  be  reached  by  the  Speyside 
section  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway, 
permission  can  be  had  to  fish  the  Avon  for  both 
trout  and  salmon.  This  beautiful  stream,  said  to 
be  the  clearest  and  one  of  the  swiftest  in  Scotland, 
yields  splendid  baskets  of  brown  trout  and  sea 
trout  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July. 
It  is  thickly  wooded,  and  can  best  be  fished  by 
using  waders.  To  the  novice  this  is  rather  dan- 
gerous work  at  first,  as,  owing  to  the  clearness  of 
the  water,  the  depth  is  very  deceptive  ;  but  a  day's 
experience  will  enable  the  angler  to  judge  where  to 
cross,  a  proceeding  which  is  often  necessary  to  fish 
the  pools  properly.  It  can  be  fished  for  a  distance 
of  four  miles  up  stream  on  one  side,  and  three 
miles  on  the  other.  I  have  often  found  a  small 
phantom  minnow  very  deadly  when  the  water  is 
coloured.     By  the  end  of  June  grilse  begin  to 


make  their  appearance,  and  with  the  water  in 
proper  trim  good  sport  may  be  expected.  The 
local  anglers  believe  in  fishing  with  worm  during 
a  spate,  and  four  or  five  grilse  during  a  morning's 
fishing  is  no  uncommon  basket.  The  best  time 
for  salmon  is  from  September  to  October  15,  when 
the  fishing  closes.  Fly  is  the  favourite  lure,  but 
on  heavy  water  the  minnow  will  be  found  very 
useful.  The  following  patterns,  dressed  on  one- 
and-a-half  and  two-inch  irons,  will  be  found  very 
suitable :  Silver  Doctor,  Lady  Caroline,  Black 
Fancy,  Jock  Scot,  and  Miss  Jackson.  The  fish  as 
a  rule  do  not  run  above  151b.  in  weight,  with  an 
average  of  from  71b.  to  91b.  They  give  grand  sport, 
and  a  holiday  spent  on  the  banks  of  this  beautiful 
stream  will  amply  repay  the  angler.  The  hotel  is 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Tomintoul,  and  twelve 
from  Grantown-on-Spey.  There  are  good  cycling 
roads,  and  the  air  is  very  bracing. 

The  river  Livet,  a  tributary  of  the  Avon,  is  a 
splendid  trouting  stream.  It  gives  its  name  to 
the  "  Glenlivet  Distillery,"  famous  for  its  real 
"  Mountain  Dew."  The  lower  part  of  this  stream 
is  preserved,  but  free  trout  fishing  can  be  had  on  it 
about  four  miles  above  the  village  of  Bridgend. 
The  trout  are  small,  but  if  lacking  in  weight  they 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  numbers,  eight  to  ten 
dozen  being  an  average  basket.  Small  trout  flies 
or  worm  fished  on  a  Stewart  tackle  are  the  best 
lures.  During  the  back  end  of  the  season  sea  trout 
are  numerous  in  this  stream.  Lodgings  can  be  had 
very  cheaply  at  the  village  of  Bridgend.' 

The  angler  by  going  to  Tomintoiol,  a  village 
about  nine  miles  further  up  the  Avon,  can  have  free 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  on  about  two  miles  of  that 
river.  Night  fishing  with  fly,  or  up-stream  worm 
fishing,  is  most  suitable.  There  are  also  two  or 
three  bums  within  easy  distance  which  yield  good 
baskets.  The  best  route  is  by  train  to  Ballmdalloch 
and  thence  by  coach.  The  scenery  is  very  grand, 
and  as  the  village  has  the  highest  elevation  in 
Britain  for  pure  mountain  breezes  it  is  unsurpassed. 
There  are  two  good  hotels,  and  apartments  can  be 
had  in  the  village  on  very  reasonable  terms.  It 
lies  sixteen  miles  from  Ballindalloch  station,  and 
for  spending  a  quiet  holiday  it  is  hard  to  beat. 

The  Fiddoch,  a  grand  trout  stream,  joins  the 
Spey  at  Craigellachie.  It  rises  in  the  Cabrach 
district  of  Banffshire  and  flows  through  the  famous 
deer  forest  of  Glenfiddoch,  past  Glenfiddoch  Lodge, 
which  belongs  to  that,  keen  sportsman  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon ;  about  six  miles  further 
down  it  passes  the  village  of  Dufftown,  then  after  a 
further  journey  of  five  miles  enters  the  Spey.  It  is  a 
very  fast  running  stream.  Strewn  with  big  boulders 
and  thickly  wooded  right  to  the  water's  edge,  waders 
are  almost  a  necessity  in  fishing  it.  It  can  be  fished 
free  from  the  gatekeeper's  lodge  at  Glenfiddoch  to 
its  mouth. 

The  best  places  to  stay  at  are  Dufftown  or 
Craigellachie,  where  either  hotel  or  other  accommo- 
dation can  easily  be  had.  The  best  trouting  months 
are  May,  June,  and  July,  and  fly  is  the  most  success- 
ful lure.  The  fish  run  about  six  or  eight  to  the  pound, 
with  one  or  two  half  orthree-quarter  pounders  during 
a  day's  fishing  ;  they  take  freely,  and  on  a  suitable 
day  three  or  four  dozen  is  about  the  average  basket. 
During  August  and  September  the  sea-trout  and 
salmon  begin  to  appear,  and  some  splendid  baskets 
are  made  between  Dufftown  and  Craigellachie.  The 
local  anglers  seldom  fish  except  during  a  spate, 
when  they  account  for  a  number  of  both  salmon 
and  grilse  taken  with  worm,  but  I  am  quite  certain 
that  both  minnow  and  fly  would  prove  deadly  on  a 
coloured  water.  The  fishing  on  this  stream  was 
greatly  spoiled  by  pollution  from  the  numerous 
distilleries  on  its  banks  and  tributaries,  but  since 
the  smash  of  the  whisky  boom,  two  years  ago,  the 
distilleries  have  been  doing  little  or  nothing,  and  it 
has  now  regained  something  like  its  old  form,  and 
from  the  reassuring  reports  received  this  season  I 
am  quite  sure  good  sport  can  be  obtained. 

At  Aberlour,  on  the  Spey,  there  is  a  mile  of  free 
fishing  for  both  salmon  and  trout.  Good  baskets 
can  occasionally  be  made  on  this  reach,  but  more 
especially  after  a  flood. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 
readily  grants  a  permit  to  respectable  anglers  to 
fish  for  trout  on  the  Spey  from  St.  Mary's,  Orton,  to 
the  sea,  a  distance  of  about  eight  miles,  which 
includes  both  banks  ;  wading  is  permitted. 
These  permits  can  be  obtained  from  the  duke's 
factor  at  Fochabers  or  from  his  solicitor, 
Jt  Winks,  Esq.,  Elgin,  and  extend  fi-om  April  1  to 
August  26. 


This  part  of  the  river  is  netted,  but  there  are 
numerous  back  nms  and  shallows  where  it  is 
either  too  shallow  or  too  naiTow  to  net,  and  in  these 
corners  grand  sport  can  be  had. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  grand 
finnock  fishing  can  be  had,  and  later  on  splendid 
baskets  of  brown  trout  are  made. 

The  best  places  to  stay  at  are  Fochabcr.-i,  a  quiet 
village  situated  just  outside  the  grounds  of  Gordon 
Castle,  or  the  village  of  Garmouth,  which  is  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the. 
river. 

At  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Garmouth,  ably 
presided  over  by  Miss  McRae,  the  angler  will  find 
every  comfort  and  convenience,  and  the  charges 
are  surprisingly  moderate. 

Splendid  fishing  can  be  had  here  in  the  tidal 
water,  and  during  the  month  of  May,  when  the 
finnock  have  descended  from  the  higher  reaches,  a 
basket  of  from  one  to  two  dozen  finnock,  with  an 
occasional  sea-trout,  can  be  made  during  a  tide's 
fishing,  and  during  June  and  July,  when  what  are 
locally  called  "  yellow  fin  "  or  "  black  tail "  are 
in  evidence,  you  can  on  a  suitable  day  count  your 
catch  by  the  dozen,  and  with  the  advent  of  August 
the  autunm  finnock  are  on  again,  so  that  good 
fishing  can  be  had  here  all  the  year  round. 

The  following  flies  will  be  found  very  suitable 
both  for  the  Spey  and  its  tributaries,  used  in  various 
sizes  according  to  the  state  of  the  river,  of  course, 
and  using  the  largest  sizes  in  spring  and  autumn. 
For  April  and  May — Blue  Dim,  March  Brown,  Red 
Spinner,  Hare's  Ear,  Priest,  Sand  Fly,  and  Stone 
Fly.  June  and  July — Olive  Dun,  Teal  Drake, 
Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear,  Alder  Fly ;  and  for 
night  fishing  the  Coachman,  Alexandra,  and  Jungle 
Cock  will  be  found  very  deadly,  especially  for  sea- 
trout.  For  August  and  September  the  same  flies  ae 
for  April  and  May,  with  the  addition  of  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Wickham's  Fancy,  .Jenny  Spinner,  and 
August  Dun.  For  estuary  fishing  the  following  cast 
is  generally  very  effective :  Point  hook,  either  the 
Terror  or  a  tube,  white,  red,  or  brown ;  middle 
hook,  Red  Hackle  dressed  with  crimson  body  ;  top 
hook,  Teal  Drake  with  silver  body.  These  are  the 
standard  local  patterns,  and  are  generally  very 
successful. 

From  the  foregoing  notes  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
angler  has  a  choice  of  waters  to  pick  from,  and 
given  suitable  weather  conditions  good  sport  can 
be  expected.  The  hotel  and  other  accommodation, 
with  the  exception  of  Grantown-on-Spey,  w'hich  is 
a  fashionable  "  hill  resort,"  will  be  fotmd  very 
reasonable,  and  local  anglers  are  always  only  too 
pleased  to  give  a  stranger  every  assistance  and 
information  they  can.  R.\b. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  AEUN. 


It  was  many  years  ago,  more  than  I  care  to 
remember,  when  I  first  tried  my  hand  fishing  the 
Amberley  district  for  roach,  bream,  etc.  In  those 
days  the  cheap  excursion  patronised  by  anglers 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  was  run  by  Messrs.  RIatthews 
and  Honor,  the  privilege  tickets  being  obtained 
through  them  at  the  Red  Lion,  Warner-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

For  several  reasons  I  shall  never  forget  my  first 
day.  Over  four  himdred  of  us,  including  wives, 
sons,  and  daughters,  alighted  at  either  Amberley  or 
Pulborough,  and  all  the  refreshments  at  the  inns 
were  quickly  exhausted ;  but  it  taught  us  such  a 
lesson  that  for  the-  futm-e  I  provided  for  myself. 
With  respect  to  beer,  before  half  the  day  was  over, 
the  Railway  Inn  had  sold  out,  and  both  Amberley 
and  Houghton  were  in  request  m  order  to  supply 
the  pressing  needs  of  excm-sionists.  It  was  cer- 
tainly an  eye-opener  for  the  natives. 

One  person  meeting  another  in  those  days,  and 
asking,  "  Where  be  thee  going  ?  "  the  answer  was, 
usuallj^  "  Amberley,  God  help  us  !  "  That  reply 
speaks  for  itself  with  respect  to  obtaining  a  living 
in  those  parts,  and  the  good  that  anglers  have  done 
for  Amberley  and  the  district  is  incalculable.  At 
that  period  one  could  see  little  children  walking 
about  half-fed  and  clothed,  looking  most  deplorable ; 
but  all  this  has  been  altered  by  the  money  spent 
on  all  sorts  of  things  and  in  all  sorts  of  ways  by 
London  anglers.  I  have  even  seen  them  taking  home 
fruit  and  potatoes,  etc.,  in  their  fishing-boxes,  and 
flowers  galore.  On  more  than  one  occasion  since 
it  started  this  excellent  excursion  has  nearly  come 
to  aai  end,  and  through  no  fault  whatever  of  those 
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concerned  in  running  it.  Some  years  ago  Mr. 
Clout  lost  it  for  one  season,  anglers  refusing  to  pay 
the  extra  charge. 

In  fact,  without  then-  wives  and  daughters,  who 
•were  not  allowed  to  become  members  of  the 
associations  (why,  I  could  never  understand),  so 
few  went  down  that  the  London,  Brighton,  and 
South  Coast  Eailway  Company  soon  found  out  their 
mistake.  For  the  first  week  the  excmrsion  under 
the  Anglers'  Association  eleven  of  us  turned  up, 
and  the  next  week  only  seven,  about  four  anglers 
being  the  average,  which,  long  before  the  end  of 
the  season,  mark  you !  diminished  to  one  lady 
angler  and  her  husband.  Mr.  Batley,  the  land- 
lord of  the  Cricketers,  complained  bitterly.  Depend 
upon  it,  there  will  be  a  gi-eat  falling  off  this 
season,  for  even  the  extra  charge  of  one  shilling 
wiU  deter  many  a  working  man  angler  from  going, 
and  more  especially  those  anglers  who  delight  to 
treat  a  wife,  son,  or  daughter  to  an  outing.  The 
expenses  for  two  persons  being  originally  five 
shillings,  an  increase  to  seven  shillings  in  "thou- 
sands of  cases  leaves  precious  little  for  refresh- 
ment, whilst  tmder  the  old  regulation  for  ten 
shillings  husband,  wife,  and  daughter  could  all  go. 
Now,  the  three  being  unable  to  go,  all  will  stay 
away,  and  what  a  difference  this  will  make  in 
the  sale  of  pri-s-ilege  tickets  alone.  The  railway 
company  are  certain  to  suffer,  as  it  will  cost  them 
quite  as  much  to  run  a  train  half  empty  as  a 
fvill  one;  and  even  if  it  did  not,  they  are  bound 
to  be  on  the  wi-ong  side  of  the  hedge.  I  notice 
this  season  that  Fittleworth  is  included,  and  I 
for  one  fail  to  see  why  Arundel,  the  next  station 
to  Amberley,  should  not  be  included  as  well, 
as  fi-ee  fishing  can  be  had  within  a  comparatively 
short  distance  from  Arundel  station ;  the  scenery 
being  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  a  grand  outing 
ensured  for  those  who  care  more  for  a  walk  than 
for  fishing.  Both  no^-ices,  as  well  as  many  others, 
■wishing  for  a  change  of  scene,  will  no  doubt  try 
their  luck  on  the  Ai-un,  having  no  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  beautiful  Sussex  river,  and  a  few 
remarks  re  the  swims  and  how  to  fish  them  may 
prove  acceptable.  I  say  no\-ice  only  with  regard  to 
the  river,  for  I  have  seen  old  stagers  from  both  the 
Trent  and  Lea  nonplussed,  or  at  least  out  of  form, 
on  their  first  visit  to  the  Ai-un,  selecting  an  eddy 
and  fishing  it  at  the  wrong  part  of  the  tide,  or  using 
far  too  fine  a  line  too  lightly  shotted  to  be  of  much 
use  in  the  heavy  run  of  water. 

I  am  speaking  more  particularly  of  the  Arun 
below  Houghton  Bridge,  and  for  some  distance 
above  towards  Bury  ;  but,  as  one  proceeds  higher 
up  towards  Watersfield  or  Pulborough,  the  tide 
slackens  considerably  and  the  swims  more  resemble 
those  of  the  Lea.  To  anglers  arriving  at  Amberley 
station  for  one  day's  fishing  and  not  wishing  to 
walk  any  distance,  an  excellent  eddy  will  be  found 
some  fifty  yards  below  Houghton  Bridge.  It 
frequently  contains  big  bream  and  roach,  and  yields 
best  at  high  tide,  especially  if  it  comes  on  early  in 
the  morning  (say  five  or  six  o'clock),  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  the  evening,  little  good 
being  done  on  the  ebb  during  the  day.  If  this 
swim  is  occupied  the  stranger  angler  should  try  any 
well  marked  place  in  the  straight  rim-up  of  water, 
the  bottom  of  the  river  being  clean  and  hard  right 
down  to  the  cliffs  near  Arundel  Park. 

The  extreme  bend  near  the  park  gates  contains  a 
grand  swim  known  as  the  "  cliff  swim,"  many  a 
big  bream  having  been  caught  therein,  both 
with_  floating  the  line  well  shotted  and  light 
legering,  but  taking  one  occasion  with  another 
legering  accounts  for  the  best  fish.  Anglers  should 
put  on  a  good  sized  bullet  or  Thames  barbel  lead, 
as  the  under- ciurents  are  often  very  powerful. 
Many  anglers  make  a  great  mistake  in  fishing  the 
tidal  water  too  lightly  when  both  floating  and 
legering  as  the  bait  may  be  said  never  to  get  near 
the  fish.  Bream  are  partial  to  a  mixture  of  bread 
and  bran,  also  white  paste,  and  may  often  be  caught 
with  both  brandling  and  marsh  worms.  Lob  worms 
seem  to  be  of  little  use  in  the  Arun  except  to  catch 
eels  at  night.  Marsh  worms  should  be  scoured  in 
moss  for  three  or  foiu-  days  as  they  are  wonderfully 
brittle  if  used  too  fresh. 

Those  anglers  who  stick  to  paste  dm-ing  the  hot 
months  do  best  as  they  are  not  pestered  with  eels, 
and  this  gives  roach  and  bream  a  better  chance. 
Of  course  in  a  coloured  water  (and  it  is  coloured 
sometimes)  after  much  rain  bream  take  marsh 
worms  well,  therefore  judgment  should  be  always 
used  as  to  what  bait  is  most  likely  to  be  successful 
imder  certain  conditions.    If  this  were  only  carried 


out  what  disappointments  would  be  saved.  Those 
anglers  who  are  accustomed  to  fishing  a  slow 
stream  should  alight  at  Pulborough ;  I  have 
always  found  that  the  best  fish  are  usually  got  in 
the  heavy  straight  run  of  water  with  a  depth  of  six 
to  nine  feet  at  the  lowest  'part  of  the  ebb  tide. 

More  than  one  swim  can  be  found  at  the  third 
stile  above  Houghton  Bridge,  on  the  way  to  Bury 
Church,  and  all  along  the  straight  above  the  bend 
deep  swims  often  containing  good  fish  can  be  found. 
Leger  right  out  with  your  roach  pole  (if  preferred), 
with  the  line  nearly  as  long  as  the  rod,  and  stick  to 
it,  some  swims  yielding  better  the  second  hour  of 
the  ebb,  whilst  others  are  best  at  full  tide  or  on  the 
turn,  and  should  you  hook  a  31b.  bream  when  thus 
fishing  I  do  not  think  you  will  say  that  "  bream  are 
a  poor  sport-giving  fish."  Arun  Angler. 


MESSES.  LAMBEET  e<k  BUTLEE'S 
NEAV  TOBACCO. 


We  have  often,  during  the  past  twenty  years, 
recommended  the  very  choice  tobaccos  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Butler,  and  now  have  much 
pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  all  pipe  smokers 
to  an  entirely  new  mixture  called  "Varsity 
Mixtm-e,"  which  has  just  been  registered,  and  is 
now  being  put  on  the  market  by  Messrs.  Lambert 
and  Butler  through  the  retail  houses. 


"  Varsity  Mixture "  is  a  medium  flavoured 
smoking  mixture,  made  from  the  very  choicest 
tobaccos,  very  fragi-ant,  and  in  every  way  pleasant 
to  smoke,  and  certain  to  become  popular  in  these 
days  when  smoking  mixtures  are  so  much  in 
demand. 


THE  DANISH  FEESH  WATEE 
FISHEEIES'  EEPOET. 


The  report  for  last  year  of  the  Danish  Fishery 
Association  has  now  been  issued,  and  although,  by 
reason  of  the  character  of  the  country  and  the 
class  of  fish  mostly  referred  to,  the  same  interest 
does  not  attach  as  to  a  similar  publication  relating 
to  Norway  or  Sweden,  it  is  worth  reading. 

As  stated  in  the  notice  of  the  preceding  report 
(for  1898-99),  the  furnishmg  of  information  by 
local  associations  or  individuals  is  unfortunately 
only  voluntary,  but  this  year  a  larger  number  of 
replies  was  received  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  in  reply  to  requests  for  particulars  than 
has  been  the  case  formerly — namely,  ninety-five 
out  of  130.  From  these  it  would  appear  that  in 
1900  there  were  taken  about  109,0001b.  of  eels, 
70,0001b.  of  pilce,  30,0001b.  of  trout,  28,0001b.  of 
carp,  and  103,0001b.  of  bream,  perch,  tench,  and 
roach. 

Fish  culture  is  on  the  increase,  as  would  appear 
from  the  following  figures  : — • 

Hatched  out  in 
1S98.  1899.  1900. 

Salmon   —  10,000  120,000 

Danish  trout    1,343,000  2,987,000  1,325,000 

Common  brook  trout  8,000  10,000  70,000 

Rainbow  trout    25,600  107,500  110,200 

Carp    27,000  110,000  038,000 

Pike    145,000  100,000  192,000 

East  Jutland. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  there  are  some  con- 
siderable stretches  of  trout  water  upon  which  very 
fair  sport  with  the  rod  is  obtained.    Thus  in  the 


"  Grevskab "  of  Lindenborg  angling  is  commonly 
practised,  and  so  on  the  estate  of  Villestrup  ;  the 
stream  which  flows  through  the  latter  into  the 
Mariager  Fjord  is  particularly  good  for  trout. 
Seven  hmidred  pounds  of  trout  were  taken  last 
year  near  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  10,000  fry 
from  the  hatchery  at  Hobro  were  released  in  it. 

The  Hobro  and  Mariager  Fjord  Fishery  Associa- 
tion reports  the  take  from  the  waters  in  their 
district  as  follows  : — ■ 

Eels.      Pike.   Perch.  Dream. 
From  the  lb.         Jb.        Ih.  lb. 

Glenstrup  Lake  ...     1200       50     300  — 

Haerup  Lake    1000     200     200  400 

Klijtrup  Lake   500     200     200  — 

And  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Gjedsted  Aa 
18001b.  of  trout  were  taJien. 

The  owner  of  a  fishery  at  Eandus  reports  his 
take  for  the  year  at  8001b.  of  pike,  40,8001b.  of 
roach,  and  8,l601b.  of  perch  ;  while  at  the  hatchery 
there  100,000  ova  of  Ehine  salmon  were  treated. 
A  great  falling  off'  has  taken  place  in  the  number 
of  sea  troTit  which  ascend  the  streams  entering  tlie 
Bay  of  Aarhuus,  and  the  few  that  succeed  in  reaching 
the  spawning  beds  are  nearly  all  destroyed  by  the 
poaching  fi-aternity.  At  Brabant  liake  a  hatchery 
has  been  put  up  sufficiently  large  to  enable  a 
million  ova  to  be  treated,  and  from  it  last  year 
many  thousands  of  rainbow  and  common  trout  fry 
were  turned  out.  As  a  result  of  artificial  hatching, 
it  would  seem,  trout  have  largely  increased  in  the 
Odder  Aa,  at  least  20001b.  having  been  caught 
there  in  1900.  The  Fishery  Association  for 
Horsens  and  neighbourhood  report  that  in  the 
lakes  under  their  jurisdiction  24001b.  of  eels,  9461b. 
of  trout,  and  96001b.  of  roach  and  other  fish  were 
taken  last  year,  and  that  some  30,000  trout  fry 
were  introduced. 

Owing  to  the  increased  growth  of  vegetation,  tlie 
fishing  in  the  Rands  Fjord  has  fallen  off  very  nuich  ; 
that  in  Stallerup  Lake  (to  the  north-west  of 
Kolding)  has  been  rented  for  rod-fishing  purposes. 

Central  Jutland. 

With  regard  to  the  Lindenborg  Aa,  it  would 
seem  that  there  are  very  few  trout  left,  and  tliat 
the  fishing  is  of  little  value,  save  in  regard  to  a 
quantity  of  salmon  up  to  151b.  in  weight,  "  which 
ascend  during  the  close  season."  The  period  of 
the  arrival  of  these  fish,  however,  would  not  appear 
to  matter  greatly,  as  most  of  them  are  captured, 
many  being  shot  by  professional  poachers  on  the 
spawning  beds.  The  fishing  in  the  Halkjaer  Aa,  a 
naturally  excellent  trout  stream  which  flows  into 
the  Sebbersund,  has  also  fallen  off.  The  Fishery 
Association  for  Viborg  and  neighbourhood  report 
the  capture  last  year  in  the  waters  under  their  care 
of  90001b.  of  eels,  14,0001b.  of  pike,  18,0001b.  of 
trout,  and  10,0001b.  of  other  kinds  of  fish,  besides 
some  20,0001b.  of  sea  trout  in  the  Limfjord.  At 
the  association's  hatchery  over  137,000  sea  trout 
ova  were  treated. 

The  hatchery  "  Frojk  "  at  Holsterbro  (managed 
by  Herr  Markman)  has  been  extended,  and  some 
two  million  ova  can  now  be  treated  there  ;  last 
year  840,000  trout  fry  of  various  kinds,  including 
rainbows,  were  hatched  out.  The  waters  imder  the 
care  of  the  Silkeborg  Fishery  Association  gave  a 
fairly  good  yield,  and  hatching  operations  have 
been  conducted  on  a  considerable  scale.  In  con- 
nection with  the  establishment  for  that  purpose 
there  are  seven  ponds,  which  are  utilised  as 
follows : — 

No.  1,  about  470  square  aim*  La  extent,  is  u::;cd 
for  carp. 

No.  2,  about  780  square  aim  in  extent,  contains 
fifty  two-year-old  trout. 

No.  3,  about  560  square  aim  in  extent,  contams 
1000  trout  hatched  out  in  1899. 

No.  4,  about  580  square  aim  in  extent,  is  used  as 
a  carp  pond. 

No.  6,  about  1470  square  aim  in  extent,  contains 
500  one-year-old  Norwegian  salmon  and  1100  one- 
year-old  trout. 

No.  6,  about  500  square  aim  in  extent,  is  used 
for  feeding  carp. 

No.  7,  about  2370  square  aim  in  extent,  contains 
600  four-year-old  trout  for  putting  out  in  Govern- 
ment waters. 

At  Glentholm  the  take  in  1900  was,  as  usual, 
large— 13,6001b.  of  eels,  57001b.  of  pike  (from  l^lb. 
to  201b.  apiece),  and  70001b.  of  other  fish. 

Amongst  the  fish  hatched  out  at  the  breeding 
establishment  of  the  Vamdrup  Fishery  Association 

*  One  square  aim  =  four  square  feet. 
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pike-perch  have  been  experimented  with.  A  couple 
of  years  ago  fifty -of  them — the  largest  weighing  21b. 
— were  placed  in  Sogaard  Lake,  and  in  autumn  last 
year  some  of  them  were  taken  weighing  up  to  7lb. 

West  Jutland. 
The  yield  last  year  of  the  valuable  fisheries  of 
the  Eingkjcibing  and  Stadil  Fjords  included  48581b. 
of  salmon,  14121b.  of  sea  trout,  nearly  20,0001b.  Of 
pike,  427,8071b.  of  eels,  33,808  of  perch,  besides  a 
large  quantity  of  other  fish,  the  total  value 
amounting  to  little  short  of  £10,000.  Notwith- 
standing these  large  figures,  however,  the  fresh- 
water fisheries  in  some  of  these  districts  are 
showing  unmistakable  signs  of  falling  off;  there 
are  not  nearly  so  many  fish  taken  with  the 
numerous  and  excellent  contrivances  for  capture 
now  in  use  as  with  the  many  fewer  and  much  less 
efficient  ones  that  were  employed  a  few  years  ago. 
Under  the  circumstances  the  Inspector  considers 
that  the  only  remedy  is  artificial  hatching  on  a 
large  scale. 

Fyn,  Lolland-Falster,  Sjaelland,  and  Bomholm. 

In  the  Nakskov  inner  fjord  a  good  deal  of  rod 
fishing  is  carried  on,  the  Commune  issuing  angling 
permits  at  a  moderate  price.  The  fishing  on  the 
large  Arre  Lake  brought  in  6000  kroner,  mostly 
from  the  sale  of  eels.  On  the  Gurre  Lake  an 
unusually  long  continuance  of  ice  interfered  much 
with  pike  fishing;  the  eel  fishing,  too,  was  not 
good,  owing  to  the  almost  total  disappearance  of  the 
bleak,  ;which  are  used  as  bait,  and  which  used  to 
be  very  plentiful.  The  Fure  Lake  is  let  to  the 
"  Lysttiskeriforening  "  (literally,  pleasure  fishing 
association),  and  in  it  last  year  the  members 
caught  60001b.  of  pike  with  rod  and  line.  The 
association  also  tiurned  out  a  large  quantity  of 
rainbow  trout,  both  in  the  form  of  spawn  and  of 
several  months  old  young  fish.  Of  a  lot  of  14,000, 
pui-chased  from  the  "  Company  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Danish  Fish  Culture,"  2000  were  brought 
to  Frederiksdal  and  placed  in  a  very  large  hatching 
box  built  in  the  river  for  the  purpose  ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, they  suffered  from  the  transport,  and 
after  about  four  months  in  the  box  only  100 — 
strong,  healthy  fish,  four  to  five  inches  long  apiece — 
remained  to  be  placed  in  the  Fure  Lake  in 
October. 

The  result  as  regards  6000  put  into  the  associa- 
tion's feeding  pond  was  more  satisfactory,  as  in 
October  1100  young  fish  in  excellent  condition,  up 
to  65  inches  long,  were  taken  out ;  the  rest  were 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  pond  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  their  ultimate  rate  of  growth.  Besides 
making  further  considerable  purchases  of  young 
rainbows,  the  association  has  also  secured  the 
fishing  rights  on  Gentofte,  Lyngby,  Bagsvaerd, 
and  Birkemd  Lakes,  as  also  upon  three  smaller 
ones  at  Hillernd. 

The  rivers  and  lakes  referred  to  in  this  short 
paper  represent  only  a  few  of  those  mentioned  in 
Herr  Feddersen's  report,  but  they  are  fairly  illus- 
trative of  the  whole.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
value  of  fresh-water  fish  from  the  commercial 
point  of  view  is  now  well  recognised  in  Denmark, 
and  that  fish  culture  is  carried  on  on  a  considerable 
scale,  although  from  the  slow-flowing  character  of 
the  waters  coarse  species  greatly  predominate.  It 
will  also  be  seen  that  a  taste  for  angling  is  un- 
doubtedly extending,  that  there  is  an  ample  field 
for  indulging  in  it,  and  that  energetic  efforts  are 
being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  sporting  fish, 
such  as  rainbow  and  other  sorts  of  trout,  through- 
out the  country.  Ruc.de. 


A  NEW  BAIT-BOX. 


Mr.  Henky  Whitty,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Basnett-street,  Church-street,  Liverpool,  has 
brought  out  for  one  of  his  customers  a  new  and 
very  handy  oval  zinc  bait-box,  in  three  compart- 
ments, with  a  leather  strap  to  fasten  round  your 
waist.  It  is  intended,  Mr.  Whitty  informs  us,  to 
carry  worms,  gentles,  and  paste,  and  the  price  is 
very  moderate — namely,  3s.  6d.,  including  an 
excellent  leather  strap.  It  would  not,  we  fear, 
answer  for  creepers,  as  they  are  so  lively,  and 
when  you  open  the  lid  are  up  your  sleeve  in  a  jiffy, 
if  you  do  not  look  out,  and  if  one  does  get  uj)  and 
you  are  wading  the  chances  are  that  you  drop  the 
lot  in  the  water ;  but  this  box  being  strapped  on 
would  prevent  that.  Of  corase,  by  cuttmg  a  false 
lid  out  of  cardboard  and  making  a  hole  in  it,  one 
of  the  compartments  could  be  used  for  creepers. 


BY  LAKE  AND  STEEAM  IN  NOVA 
SCOTIA. 


By  Nepos. 
(Continued  from  page  315.) 
But  to  return  to  oiu:  own  fishing.  To  make  a 
long  story  short,  I  killed  another  plucky  salmon 
of  81b. ;  and  after  a  while  a  grilse  of  SJlb.  was 
added  to  the  list.  Then  I  fished  over  a  most 
vmcivil  gentleman,  who,  like  some  of  his  confreres 
I  had  met  before,  showed  himself  but  once  and 
refused  to  emerge  from  his  lair  a  second  time. 
Down  stream  we  v/ent  to  the  first  pool,  where  we 
caught  a  view  of  the  harbour,  with  two  or  three 
fishing  boats  riding  at  anchor,  and  white  cottages 
scattered  here  and  there  along  the  beach.  A 
charming  bit  of  scenery  that  would  have  gladdened 
the  heart  of  an  artist. 

This  pool  is  the  very  worst  to  fish  on  the  whole 
river.  From  its  exit  to  the  tideway  there  is  one 
continuous  churning  rapid  without  a  single  still 
spot.  Naturally  the  salmon  rest  in  this  calmer 
water  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  pool  after  such  a 
terrible  climb.  I  should  say  it  was  an  eighth  of  a 
mile  of  the  steepest  acclivity.  An  uncommonly 
good  place,  too,  for  one  to  lose  both  fish  and 
casting  line  or  some  other  portion  of  one's  tackle. 
There  appeared  to  be  a  number  of  fish  congregated 
at  this  spot.  A  few  casts  and  I  hooked  and  killed 
a  lively  little  chap  weighing  51b.,  and  then  I  hooked 
a  "  good  'un  "  that  made  my  rod  quiver  again.  I 
tried  all  I  could  to  keep  him  from  the  treacherous 
verge,  but  finally  over  he  went.  Philosophically  I 
simply  held  my  rod  straight  out,  with  my  thumb 
checking  the  reel  handle,  and  down  he  darted 
seaward  with  a  Black  Doctor  in  his  mouth  and  the 
whole  of  the  casting  line  trailing  behind  him. 
Jack  and  I  raised  our  hats  and  politely  wished  him 
hon  voyage.  Putting  on  a  fresh  casting  line  and 
fly,  I  got  a  4f  lb.  grilse ;  and,  lastly,  my  gamest  fish 
of  the  day,  that  scored  9^1b. 

It  was  now  time  to  return,  as  we  were  going 
back  to  town  that  night,  so  we  rowed  back  to  our 
starting  place  of  the  morning.  I  had  got  every- 
thing out  of  the  boat  and  had  taken  down  my  rod 
and  put  it  in  its  case,  and  began  packing  our 
salmon,  tying  each  one  up  like  a  miniature 
mummy  in  fir  boughs,  so  as  to  be  uninjured  during 
the  drive  home,  while  Jack  went  on  fishing  for  sea 
trout  in  the  stream.  He  ,caught  several,  but  just 
when  I  had  exclaimed  : 

"  Oh  1  come  on.  Jack,  it's  getting  late,"  I  saw 
his  rod  bend  suddenly  almost  double.  "  Hullo ! 
Jack,"  I  cried;  "  you've  got  a  good  trout  there." 

"  Trout,"  he  answered  ;  "  by  Jove  !  I'm  stuck  in 
that  salmon  you  rose  here  this  morning." 

And  so  he  was,  and  a  fine  time  we  had  of  it  with 
his  light  gear.  Every  moment  I  expected  a  smash. 
Once  the  little  trout-line  ran  out  to  almost  the  last 
yard,  but  the  fish  turned  in  time  to  save  it.  Finally, 
before  he  was  half  played  out,  I  gaffed  him  as  he 
passed  the  stern  of  the  boat  in  which  I  was  kneeling. 
He  weighed  6|lb.  The  score  for  the  day  then  stood 
thus  :  My  friend,  one  salmon  of  6|lb.  and  twenty- 
six  sea-trout ;  myself,  three  good  trout,  seven 
salmon  bagged,  besides  rising  three  and  hooking 
three  which  I  did  not  get.  It  was  a  day  to  be 
marked  with  a  white  stone.  To  say  that  we  were 
elated  with  our  success  would  but  feebly  express 
our  exultation.  In  a  little  river  like  this— barely  a 
mile  long — who  would  have  imagined  such  sport 
could  be  had  in  one  day.  But  our  extraordinary 
luck  in  just  hitting  it  off  when  the  water  was  in 
perfect,  condition,  and  the  fish  having  struck  in 
during  the  spate  of  the  preceding  twenty-four 
hours,  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Catching  salmon  with  rod  and  line  is,  I  do  believe, 
the  finest  sport  in  the  world.  Not  that  I  would 
attempt  to  depreciate  trout  or  bass  fishing,  for  I 
am  an  ardent  admirer  of  these  sports  too,  especially 
when  delicate  gear  is  used.  Still,  I  am  bound  to 
maintain  no  comparison  can  be  made.  Often  I 
have  sat  by  the  side  of  an  eddying  pool  in  some 
swift-running  river,  going  over  the  details  of  the 
tough  fight  I  had  just  had  with  my  sprightly 
antagonist,  now  quiet  enough  on  the  bank  beside 
me,  and  have  thought.  Can  anything  excel  such 
pleasurable  excitement  as  this?  The  quick  dart 
and  the  upheaval  of  the  water  that  greets  the  visit 
of  your  gaudy  lure  near  the  monarch  of  the  stream's 
abiding-place,  setting  every  nerve  in  your  body 
tingling.  The  suspense  when  his  having  missed 
it  obliges  you  to  rest  him  a  while  to  make  him 
more  eager  to  s'ecure  it  at  the  next  attempt,  and 


you  lay  your  trusty  rod  do\vn,  affecting  a  coolness 
and  self-possession  which  you  by  no  means  feel. 
The  pleasure  you  experience  when,  after  a  careful 
cast  which  brings  your  fly  nimbly  darting  over  the 
precise  spot  like  a  small  fish  trying  to  escape 
capture,  you  see  a  gleam  of  silver  and  a  flash  of  a 
big  tail,  and  find  your  prey  firmly  hooked — the 
well-contested  battle  that  ensues,  and  then  the 
victory.  These  are  the  exciting  experiences  dear 
to  a  salmon  fisher's  heart. 

And  what  a  magnificent  fellow  your  antagonist 
is  to  view.  How  wonderfully  his  shape  is  adapted 
for  swiftness  through  the  water.  The  small  head, 
short  and  tapering  almost  to  a  point  from  shoulder 
to  tip  of  nose  ;  the  delicately  rounded  body,  sloping 
gracefully  to  the  strong  powerful  tail — exhilnting 
altogether  a  form  that  would  strike  the  ordinary 
beholder,  at  a  glance,  as  one  capable  of  gi'cat  speed 
and  agility. 

An  English  naturalist  has  estimated  a  salmon 
entering  a  river  as  making  twenty  miles  the  first 
day.  I  suppose  all  would  depend  upon  whether 
the  stream  was  one  of  very  easy  incline,  and  with- 
out falls  and  heavy  rapids.  But  there  is  good 
authority  for  the  statement  that  salmon  have  been 
taken  at  Boiestown,  more  than  sixty  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Miramichi  River,  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, on  the  second  day  from  that  on  which  the 
schools  first  struck  into  the  stake  nets  below  the 
tideway. 

I  presume  the  habits  of  the  salmon  are  similar 
in  all  countries  to  which  they  are  indigenous,  or 
nearly  so,  at  least. 

In  Nova  Scotia  they  always  seek — when  they 
can — the  higher  part  of  a  river  to  spawn,  and  they 
choose  generally  somewhat  shallow  water,  where 
the  current  is  not  very  great  and  the  bottom  of 
sand  or  gravel,  never  where  there  is  a  deposit  of 
mud.  The  period  chosen  for  this  pm-pose  is  about 
the  last  of  October  and  beginning  of  November. 
At  this  time  the  male  fish  acquire  a  very  peculiar 
formation  of  the  lower  jaw,  which  protrudes  and 
curves  upward  to  a  point;  then  they  are  called, 
locally,  "  hook-biUs."  It  was  believed  at  one  time 
that  this  hooked  snout  was  used  in  digging  the 
trench  to  retain  the  ova,  but  that  is  not  true. 
Dame  Nature  has  provided  it  only  for  pui-poses  of 
attack  and  defence. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  watch  these  fish  while 
carrying  on  their  spawning  operation.  Once  only  I 
had  accidentally  an  opportimity,  and  that  was  on 
the  Little  Salmon  River,  in  Halifax  County. 
Creeping  out  on  some  logs  one  afternoon,  and 
lying  concealed  vrith  a  convenient  aperture  to  peep 
through,  I  had  a  capital  view  of  the  whole  process. 
The  two  were  a  very  large  female  and  a  small 
male ;  the  latter  looked  to  be  a  four  or  five  pound 
grilse.  She  was  hard  at  work  on  a  gravel  bed, 
making  a  trench  with  her  belly  and  using  her  tail 
as  well,  while  he  was  most  assiduous  in  keeping  a 
strict  watch  to  prevent  the  approach  of  intruders. 
Now  making  a  dart  in  one  direction,  now  in 
another,  circling  roimd  her  and  sometimes  coming 
up  and  resting  beside  her  for  a  moment  or  two,  he 
seemed  to  be  endeavoui-ing  to  assure  her  there  was 
no  danger  of  molestation  so  long  as  he  was  there. 
As  I  watched,  a  good-sized  trout  came  cruising 
about,  apparently  too  impertinently  near,  for  the 
male  rushed  at  him  in  a  perfect  fm-y,  and  must 
have  pursued  the  other  fish  some  distance,  for  it 
was'.several  seconds  before  he  appeared  again  beside 
his  'spouse.  I  noticed  that  she  carried  out  the 
whole  of  the  trench-making,  while  he  did  nothing 
to  assist  her  except  to  act  as  sentry.  However, 
apparently  she  completed  her  nest — as  I  looked 
on — and  deposited  her  ova,  for  she  made  way  for 
him  and  he  went  over  the  spot  and  impregnated 
the  eggs  with  the  milt,  and  then  they  both  set  to 
work  vigorously  with  their  tails  as  if  to  cover 
everythiag.  How  long  she  had  been  thus  engaged 
before  I  came,  of  com-se,  I  cannot  conjecture  ;  but 
I  thinlc  I  must  have  been  spying  at  them  for  over 
an  hour.  It  was  November,  and  the  air  was  more 
than  chilly.  I  know  I  became  villamously  cold 
and  cramped,  and,  ha^ing  satisfied  my  curiosity, 
was  glad  to  run  about  and  get  my  blood  to  ckculate 
freely  again. 

Natm-alists  have  variously  described  the  food  of 
the  salmon  in  the  salt  water.  That  they  eat  small 
fish  I  have  liad  proof  on  se\  eral  occasions.  I  have 
opened  them,  when  just  taken  out  of  a  net  set 
some  miles  from  a  river's  mouth,  and  found  partly 
digested  fish,  and  once  a  whole  one  about  four 
inches  long,  that  looked  like  a  smelt  or  caplm ;  but 
I  have  never  seen  anything  resembling  food  m  one 
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that  had  been  any  time  in  fresh  water.  It  has 
long  been  a  disputed  point  whether  or  not  they  do 
feed  while  in  the  ri^•ers ;  and  the  fact  of  no  one 
havmg  fonnd  food  in  them,  when  taken  from  the 
stream  and  opened,  is  attributed  by  some  scientific 
men  to  an  almost  immediate  digestion.  This  to 
me,  IS  a  very  reasonable  explanation,  for,  although 
1  have  ne\-er  been  able  to  discover  any  food  in  their 
stomachs,  yet  I  have  seen  a  salmon  rise  repeatedlv 
and  suck  do^^•n  May  Flies  in  a  pool,  and  I  have 
known  them  to  be  caught  with  a  bunch  of  worms 
and  with  minnows.  The  old  poacher  dodge  of 
iastcmng  salmon  roe  on  the  hook  and  droppin^r  it 
gently  do^^■n  before  the  fish  is  a  never  failing  one. 
It  is  myanably  swaUowed  gi-eedily,  and  is  the  most 
deadly  bait  in  the  world  ;  but  if  a  salmon  did  not 
eat  m  fresh  water  he  would  refuse  this  damty 
morsel— Amencan  Field. 
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NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  BooJc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbvillb  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  316.) 

CHAPTER  V. 

WINDS— SEASONS— WINTER— TEMPERATURE  —  SPAWN 
ING-TIME  —  WEATHER  —  SNOW-WATER  —  SNOW  — 
CHOICE  OF  SWIM— DEPTH  TO  FISH— FISHING  IN 
FLOODS  —  RAKING  LEGEEING  TIGHT  CORKING- 
DISTURBANCE  BY  JACK— ROVING  FOE  ROACH- 
BITING  AT  END  OF  SWIM— FEEDING— STRIKING- 
SIMPLICITY  OF  ROACH. 

Winds — 

When  the  wind  is  in  the  east 
'Tis  neither  good  for  man  nor  beast ; 
and  the  rhymester  might  have  added  roack  In- 
deed if  It  could  be  worse,  it  is  when  a  dash  of 
northerly  wind  is  intermixed  therewith.  In  fact 
wmd  m  general,  by  agitating  the  surface  of  the 
water,  is  always  detrunental  to  roach  fishing,  as 
then  the  hue  bites  of  the  larger  fish  are  scareeK' 
perceptible— that  is,  scarcely  perceptible  to  the 
eye  of  the  general  angler— but  to  the  practised 
observation  of  the  experienced  roach  fisher,  the 
peculiar  touch  which  an-ests  the  float,  even  when 
the  vvater  is  tolerably  rough,  and  always  when  it 
IS  but  a  mere  ripple,  is  as  obvious  and  palpable  as 
when  the  water  is  perfectly  placid. 

[There  is  one  great  advantage  in  wind.  By 
ruffling  the  surface  of  the  water  it  hides  the  angler 
from  the  fish.  On  sunny  days  in  particular,  when 
the  water  is  clear,  and  the  swmi  not  more 
than  four  feet  or  five  feet  m  depth,  the  angler  will 
catch  lew  fish  unless  there  is  a  ripple.  When  fly- 
hBhmg  for  roach,  a  ripple  is,  of  course,  an 
advantage,  and  is  also  good  when  any  method 
except  float  fishing  is  followed.  Eoach  do  not 
always  bite  with  extreme  delicacy  and  caution, 
ihose  big  unsophisticated  roach  on  the  Avon  often 
take  greedily  and  pull  a  good-sized  float  well 
ujQder  the  surface.  It  is  in  rivers  like  the  Thames, 
the  Lea  the  Colne,  and  the  Kennet,  where  the  fish 
bite  shyly  as  a  rule,  that  it  is  usually  so  desirable 
to  choose  a  swim  out  of  the  wind.] 

Seasons.-As  April  and  May  are  the  spawnmg 
months  of  the  roach,  they  should  be  scrupulously 
protectecl  from  destruction  by  every  means  during 
those  aSid  the  preceding  month.  The  true  roach 
fisher  shoiJd  feel  that  by  sparing  them  during 
these  months  he  is  adding  immensely  to  the  stock 
from  which  his  future  takes  are  to  come  ;  and  all 
n^.f  P^ofessmg,  however  slightly,  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  sport,  should  discountenance  the 
practice  of  showmg  roach  at  these  times  by  fines 
imperatively  imposed.  ^ 

"  The  season  for  fishmg  for  roach  in  the  Thames 
begms  about  the  latter  end  of  August,  and  c^n- 
SeTon'^'  longer  than  it  is  either  i;ieasLt  or 
sate  to  fish  It  requires  some  skill  to  hit  the  time 
of  takmg  them  exactly,  for,  all  the  summe.  long, 
they  live  on  the  weed,  which  they  do  not  forsake 
for  the  deeps  till  it  becomes  putrid,  and  that  is 
sooner  or  later,  according  as  the  sea'son  is  wet  o 

thl'rtV''  fit  *°  ^T^r  rain  hastens 

the  rotting  of  the  weed."— .Sir  ./.  Hawkins. 

cJiX^f^^^  ''%'"PP°^«'i  ti^at  roach  cannot  be 

c«l  wel^  r  ^A  J",  ^^'^''y  t^e.y  often 

w  L  1  •  ^0°!^  gaskets  are  made  in  fine  weather 
b.^  early  risers,  but  the  summer  vegetable  diet  bf 
roach  undoubtedly  interferes  with 'their  ta  te  for 
Rentles.  As  I  have  already  stated,  the  legal  i^ach- 
h.shing  season  commences  generally  on  June"  16 


and  ends  on  March  15,  but  the  fish  are  not  usually 
m  good  condition  until  the  end  of  July,  and  might 
be  fashed  for  later  than  March  15  ] 

Winter.-''  Next,  let  me  tell  you,  you  shall  fish 
tor  the  roach  m  winter  with  paste  or  gentles  ■ 
m  April  with  worm  or  caddis;  in  the  very  hot 
months  with  little  white  snails,  or  with  flies  under 
water,  for  he  seldom  takes  them  at  the  top,  thou<rh 
the  dace  will."— J^itZ. 

''In  the  Lea,  Thames,  and  other  rivers,  roach 
will  feed  in  the  middle  of  wann  days  all  throu<^h 
the  wmter,  if  the  water  be  in  good  condition- 
that  is,  not  too  much  coloured.  A  good  deal 
depends  upon  the  wind  and  weather  at  all  times 
of  the  year.  If  the  day  be  bright  and  fine,  and 
the  wind  m  the  north  or  east,  you  will  be  sure  to 
ha^•e  very  ittle  sport ;  or  if  the  day  be  raw  and 
cold  you  will  not  take  many.  A  south,  south-east 
or  south-west  wind  is  best,  all  the  year  round,  aud- 
it the  water  be  then  in  order  you  will  be  almost 
sure  of  sport.  A  lowering  day,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
and  a  little  soft  rain,  is  always  best  for  roach 
fishing.  '— J.  Martin, 

We  have  invariably  found  the  winter  months 
takmg  our  roach  fishing  all  in  all,  to  be  the  best 
time,  more  particularly  after  considerable  rises  of 
the  nvers  from  rains,  and  when  the  earth  brought 
ott  the  land  has  begun  to  deposit  and  leave  the 
water  of  a  medium  colour.    It  is  now  the  largest 
roach  seek  the  deeps,  and  having  no  longer  a 
variety  of  weed  and  the  various  animalcuhe  that 
breed  therein  to  feed  upon,  they  have  little  or  no 
choice  but  to  accept  the  food  offered  them  by  the 
angler,  which  they  do  in  a  grateful  manner;  best 
shown  by  their  presence  in  the  basket  of  their  donor 
bUMMER.— In  the  hotter  months  the  angler  for 
roach  cannot  be  up  at  his  sport  too  early,  and  if  he 
commences  when  morn  is  just  breaking,  and  leaves 
oil,  say,  two  or  three  hom's  after,  he  will  have 
taken  time  by  the  forelock,  fish  by  the  gills,  and 
the  cream  of  the  day  for  his  health's  sake.  We 
thmk  but  little  of  evening  fishing,  in  comparison 
to  that  of  the  morning.    The  fact  is,  nearly  all  the 
best  fish  feed  at  night,  and  thus  the  angler,  by 
his  attendance  at  the  stream  when  the  sun  is  first 
dispelling  the  mists  of  the  meadows,  finds  his  prey 
upon  these  short  nights  still  engaged,  and  making 
up  for  lost  time  by  what,  to  them,  may  be  more  a 
requisite  supper  than  a  superfluous  repast.  If 
however,  the  roach  fisher  is  so  attached  to  liis 
pursuit  that  he  cannot  forego  the  fascinatian  of 
the  sport  m  the  heat  of  the  day,  let  him,  if  he  can 
find  some  dashing  lively  bit  of  water-those  of 
weurs,  waste  sluices,  mill-tails,  for  instance-and 
hsh  m  the  eddies,  or  more  quiet  selvedges  of  these 
agitated  currents. 

Time  of  Biting. —  "  Roach  bite  best  in  the 
smnmer  season,  from  about  four  in  the  morning 
till  nine  m  the  forenoon,  and  from  four  in  the 
afternoon  till  smiset.  In  the  winter  they  will  bite 
from  ten  in  the  forenoon  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon, observing  to  let  your  tackle  drag  on  the 
bottom,  for  they  will  take  it  more  freely  on  the 
bottom  than  shallower." 

We  knew  an  old  cobbler  at  Ware  who  was  as 
fortunate  as  any  man  m  the  county  amongst  the 
roach.  He  used  to  frequent  a  public-house  not 
tar  from  the  stream,  and  nothing  would  induce 

*°  ^^"'^^  ""til  certain  things 

— ditlicu  t  to  ascertain,  indeed,  never  discovered 
by  our  little  coterie— influenced  him,  and  then 
even  in  the  middle  of  a  pipe  of  tobacco  or  a  pint 
01  ale,  he  would  start  up  and  off;  and  the  fact  the 
most    striking    (no    pun   is    meant)    was  that 
although  the  anglers  who  had  persistently  essayed 
their  various  swims  had   caught,  nothing  until 
then    they    would   call  out,  "Here   comes  the 
cobbler,  we  shall  have  them  now."    We  have  had 
several  gossips  with  this  man,  and  although  we 
veriiy  believe  he  was  most  anxious  to  help  us  to 
arrive  at  the  why  and  wherefore  of  his  curious 
behaviour,  he  could  not  explain  the  causes  which 
instinctively  kept   him  from  throwing  his  time 
away,  and  as  certainly  signalled  him  to  be  at 
work     One  fact  he  told  us  which  doubtless  con- 
tributed to  his  success.    He  said  whenever  the 
smoke  was  uncertain,  now  blowing  one  way  and 
now  another,  now  going  up  straight  and  then  in 
down  draughts,  it  was  little  use  taking  rod  in 
hand  for  roach ;  he  said  then  was  the  best  time 
tor  perch.     Another  half   suggestion,  which  he 
could  scarcely  realise,  was  a  sort  of  faith  in  all 
attendant    and     surrounding    circumstances,  a 
whispering   that  he  must   not   keep   the  roach 
waiting,  and  strangely  enough  h»  always  got  a 


basket  of  from  91b.  to  121b. ;  small,  it  will  be  said, 
but  then  he  would  leave  off' from  the  same  motive 
which  impelled  him  to  begin,  and  thus  his  aggregate 
takes  as  placed  against  the  time  occupied,  were 
soinethmg  that  left  all  of  us  far  behind.  We  believe 
that  laith  hero,  as  in  other  matters,  attached  to  a 
strong  conviction  of  the  ability  to  do,  is  at  the 
bottom  of  many  of  those  happy  results  in  angling 
which  all  our  intellectual  faculties  cannot  otherwise 
account  for. 

(To  he  continued.) 


IN  SPEING  SUNSHINE. 

The  hot  weather  seems  to  have  come  upon  us 
betore  the  trout  ui  the  rivers  near  town  are  ready 
tor  It.  Not  even  the  flies  make  much  of  a  show, 
and  perhaps  this  accomits  for  the  retiring  character 
at  present  maintained  by  the  Darenth  trout.  You 
can  hardly  expect  even  the  most  high-bred  and 
worm-despising  fish  to  rise  at  nothing.  However 
this  is  mending,  for  the  Olives  are  following  the 
example  of  the  Grey  Gnats,  and  soon  we  shall  bo 
able  to  form  a  better  guess  as  to  the  stock  of  trout 
in  the_  stream.  At  present  I  am  tempted  to  fancy 
there  is  only  one  good  fish  left  in  the  stretch  which 
i  tish  in  the  evenmgs,  and  that  he  is  bewitched, 
and  only  rises  to  tantalise  unlucky  dry-fly  men. 

I  have  had  him  on  once,  and  close  to  the  net  ■ 
he  also  came  and  fraudulently  pretended  to  take 
tlie  little  Olive  which  I  had,  after  much  care  and 
pains,  floated  gracefully  over  his  deceivmg  nose. 

Other  rises  liave  been  chiefly  from  the  small  fish 
put  m  last  season,  not  a  smgle  fish  of  any  size 
bemg  visible,  except  the  wizard  before  mentioned. 

Had  I  not  experienced  similar  trials  in  otlier 
Aprils,  I  sliould  be  friclined  to  break  my  rod  into 
matchwood  and  forswear  fishing,  at  least  in  the 
i)arenth.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  kept  out  no 
fish  at  present,  though  one  I  caught  was  sizeable ; 
It  was  too  much  out  of  condition.  There  is  reason 
I  fear,  to  think  that  many  parts  of  the  Darenth 
have  been  poached  even  more  than  usual  lately; 
but  it  is  too  early  in  the 'season  to  speak  with  any 
certainty.  All  that  can  be  said  is  that  dozens  of 
lovely  pools  and  eddies  that  look  fit  to  hold 
numbers  of  trout  appear  to  be  quite  devoid  of  fish 
liie. 

Next  month  may  disclose  the  existence  of  trout 
at  present  unsuspected,  as  last  May  did  ;  but  even 
then  the  number  seemed  much  diminished  from 
previous  years,  and  I  fear  that  poaching  is  prevail- 
ing agamst  stocking,  and  our  lovely  little  river 
steadily  deteriorating.    With  regard  to  pollution  a 
better  account  may  be  given  ;  as,  owing  partly  to 
the  abundance  of  water  during  the  last  few  months, 
the  stream  presents  a  much  cleaner  appearance 
than  usual.    If  this  can  be  maintained,  there  are 
plenty  of  anglers  who  would  gladly  join  in  restock- 
ing, and  even  in  attempting   to   deal  with  the 
Dartford  and  other  poachers,  though  this  last  must 
necessarily  be  an  expensive  and  difficult  business. 
Skilled  watchers  must  be  constantly  employed,  and 
plenty  of  them,  if  success  is  to  be  achieved,  and  the 
arrangements  should   be   organised  so   that  the 
whole  river  may  be  guarded.    At  present  some  of 
the  nicest  bits  are  so  neglected  that  the  anglers 
who  had  rods  upon   them  are   giving  it  up  in 
despair.    I  should  much  like  to  elicit  the  opinions 
of  others  more  experienced  than  myself  on  tliis 
subject,  and  shall  look  anxiously  in  the  pages  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  some  one  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
riper  knowledge,  for  though  I  have  been  a  fly  fisher 
for  forty  years  it  is  only  during  the  latter  'half  of 
this  time  that  my  flies  have  floated  on  the  bosom 
of  our  dear  old  Darenth.  J.  p.  Taylor. 


FISHING  IN  THE  FAE  NOETH. 

{From  Colquhoun's  "  Stray  Casts.") 


A  rare  type  of  s^ii  generis  was  our  amphibious 
coachman.  Hector  Gordon,  of  Altnaharra.  He 
thoroughly  knew  all  the  lochs  and  cross-roads  for 
miles  round,  land  or  water  being  equally  his  element. 
He  was  at  first  a  little  shy,  but  when  we  gained 
his  confidence  he  seldom  opened  his  mouth  with- 
out saymg  something  pungent,  in  a  style  peculiarly 
his  own.  Yet  he  had  no  idea  of  it  hunself.  His 
face  was  as  unmoved  when  we  were  in  fits  of 
laughter  as  before  he  had  uttered  a  word.  A  more 
good-natured  expression  never  set  off  very  plain 
features.  His  dot  of  a  noseSaad  been  so  sunburnt 
the  first  day  by  wearing  a  Glengarry,  that  he 
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appeared  the  second  with  a  wide-awake  grotesquely 
looped  down  to  shade  his  nostrils.  "  The  sim's 
got  hould  of  yom-  nose,  and  ears,  too,  Sir ;  mine's 
'  quite  roasted  ;  I  micht  ait  it  whan  I  laike."  See- 
ing him  tie  something  round  a  cork,  I  asked  him 
what  it  was.  "  Trumps,  Sir  (the  Jews'  harp)  ;  a 
pair  o'  them  makes  very  pretty  music  when  they's 
well  played."  On  telling  this  to  the  landlord,  he 
assured  me  they,  were  very  musical  at  Scourie, 
"  whar  Hector  cam'  frae."  Our  other  boatman 
had  been  unwell,  and  Hector  gave  for  explanation, 
"  I  was  thinkin'  what  was  the  matter  wi'  him  ;  he 
drank  some  ale  and  whisky  in  the  morning  thegifher ; 
one  of  them's  best  alane."  Then,  for  fear  of  being 
unjust  to  the  ale  and  whisky,  he  added,  "  And  the 
warst  o't  was  the  cauld  water  on  the  tap  o't." 
There  was  a  poor  maniac  of  Ross-shire,  whom 
Hector  affirmed  fed  for  seven  years  on  grass 
with  the  deer.  "  She  was  covered  wi'  lang  hair, 
and  could  run  as  fast  as  themsels."  He  knew  a 
very  old  woman  in  Tongue  who  remembered  her, 
and  "  she  was  very  wUd  when  first  catched." 

The  inns  we  visited  on  the  Sutherland  estates 
were  remarkably  comfortable,  and  the  people  most 
civil  and  obliging.  There  could  not  be  a  better- 
managed  country  imi  than  Altnaharra,  where  we 
stayed  nearly  a  week ;  the  house  was  so  clean,  the 
linen  so  white,  the  butter  just  out  of  the  chum,  the 
oat-cakes  just  off  the  griddle,  and  it  was  the  constant 
joke  of  my  companion  that,  while  di-essing,  he 
heard  the  hens  cackle  which  laid  the  breakfast 
eggs.  The  charges,  also,  were  so  moderate  that  we 
both  agreed  they  could  have  made  small  profit  by 
us.  Hector  was  loud  in  praise  both  of  master  and 
mistress.  She  was  "  the  cleverest  woman  in 
Sutherland,  and  would  be  up  and  milk  the  kye 
before  the  lassies  were  oot  o'  their  beds."  The  fact 
was  she  had  received  a  good  education,  and  was 
brought  up  in  superior  circumstances.  It  was  said 
she  might  have  had  her  choice  of  the  dashing  young 
farmers  around,  but  had  the  good  sense  to  choose 
her  present  husband,  who  is  a  strong-minded  man, 
if  defective  in  cultivation.  They  fit  each  other 
well,  and  are  a  happy,  contented  couple.  The  inn 
was  within  reach  of  several  of  the  lochs,  and  in 
going  and  retimiing  through  this  mountain  district 
we  generally  sighted  both  deer  and  wild  geese  at 
feed.  On  these  occasions  there  was  keen  rivalry 
between  Hector  and  yoimg  Eoss  which  had  the 
quickest  eye,  and,  failing  that,  the  sharpest  wit. 

Under  Hector's  pilotage  we  trolled  Loch  Naver. 
A  five-pound  trout,  three  two-poimders — in  size, 
shape,  and  colour  exactly  alike — and  several  near  a 
pound  were  the  day's  produce.  The  large  one  was 
ill-shaped  and  ugly ;  all  the  rest  handsome  trout. 
We  saw  nothing  of  the  Sahno  ferox  in  Loch  Naver, 
but  this  was  the  only  day  we  tried  it.  A  solitary 
black-throated  diver  kept  cruising  about  the  wide 
bays,  sometimes  taking  a  long  dive  in  the  shallows 
between  our  boat  and  the  shore.  Through  the 
deer-glass  we  had  a  good  view  of  his  finely-marked 
breeding  plumage,  and  his  mate,  if  she  escaped  the 
untimely  end  of  cousin  red-throat  of  Loch  Slam, 
was  no  doubt  hatching  in  some  moss-hag  close  by. 
I  have  twice  noticed  an  adult  black-throated  diver 
when  fishing  Loch-an-Dryan  in  Argyllshire,  and  the 
other  muir-lochs  near.  Many  years  since,  when 
partridge  shooting  in  December,  I  detected  a  flock 
of  five  on  the  Tweed,  some  distance  above  Ashiestiel. 
By  careful  stalking  I  got  within  reach,  and  killed 
one — the  only  instance  I  remember  of  this  bird 
haunting  a  river. 

At  fom-  in  the  morning  we  left  Altnahan-a  for 
Lairg,  where  we  had  secured  places  in  the  post-gig 
for  Assynt.  My  companion  stipidated  that  Hector, 
who  had  been  hinting  for  the  job,  should  be  our 
charioteer,  and  his  comical  sayings  and  vagaries 
shortened  the  w&y.  The  quiet  early  hom-  had 
enticed  many  of  the  wild  creatures  to  the  roadside, 
and  our  coachman  let  no  chance  slip  of  bringing 
them  to  o:ur  notice.  A  young  golden  plover  was 
first  pounced  on  ;  the  mother-bird  shammed  broken 
legs  and  wings,  screaming  in  agony.  Her  quick  eye 
at  once  perceived  when  we  laid  down  her  precioiis 
charge,  and  she  convoyed  us  some  way,  piping  her 
moor-note,  as  if  gi-ateful  for  the  little  captive's 
release.  A  young  curlew,  squatted  close  to  the  turf, 
was  next  discovered.  Its  mother  was  flying  at  a 
distance,  in  mingled  dread  and  hope.  The  moment 
we  pulled  up,  the  young  one  rose  and  tripped  into 
the  heather.  Our  driver  thought  we  had  let  it  off 
too  cheap,  and  that  the  old  bird  had  no  right  to 
complain  if  her  nestling  was  treated  with  the  same 
civility  as  the  lyoung  plover.  We  were  crossing  a 
drain  that  cut  under  the  road.    At  two  bouods, 


Hector  was  at  one  end  of  it  making  signs  to  my 
companion  to  guard  the  other.  I  had  meanwhile 
seen  the  blue  hare  slip  out,  but  was  too  much 
amused  by  his  antics  to  stop  them.  Like  a  Skye 
terrier,  he  was  soon  earthed,  and  by-and-by  his 
droll  roimd  face  appeared  at  our  side  of  the  hole. 
"  She's  been  too  quick  for  us,"  says  he,  a  little 
chagrined.  But  when  taking  his  seat  and  the 
ribands,  he  consoled  us  with  the  important  informa- 
tion that  "  there  was  a  kind  *  o'  dog  could  catch 
them  noo,"  he  believed."  At  Lairg,  when  with 
great  assiduity  he  was  fixing  our  luggage  in  the 
post-gig,  my  young  companion  asked  him  "  where 
his  sweetheart  lived?"  He  doubted  if  she  was 
bom.  "  Ere  she'll  be  ripe,  I'll  be  rotten,  I  daiu: 
say."  Giving  utterance  to  this  bachelor  foreboding, 
and  with  a  kindly  smile  on  his  quaint  features. 
Hector  Gordon  doffed  his  Glengarry  and  waved  a 
mountain  farewell. 

"  To  THE  WEST,  To  THE  WEST  !  " 

The  drive  from  Lairg  to  Inchnadamph  in  Assynt 
was  very  sultry.  Leaning  over  a  rastic  bridge,  in 
the  heat  of  the  day,  was  a  fat,  respectable  English 
keeper.  He  had  just  arrived,  and  I  thought  looked 
despondingly  at  the  steep  frowning  hills.  Poor 
fellow  !  his  red  face  'and  well-fed  contour  seemed 
ill-fitted  to  contend  with  more  trying  groimd  than 
the  tumip  and  stubble  fields,  of  which  he  was  likely 
musing.  Our  driver  thought  the  same,  for,  with 
an  unmistakable  sneer,  he  averred,  "  he's  grand  at 
feeding  the  dugs."  We  came  through  a  fine  sport- 
ing country,  but  heard  only  complaints  of  the 
deplorable  state  of  young  grouse  from  the  long 
drought,  and  that  the  rivers  had  been  useless  for 
weeks. 

The  district  of  Assynt  is  unrivalled  for  loch 
fishing.  It  is  full  of  lakes,  with  variety  of  fishing 
to  tempt  all  tastes ;  tarns  teeming  with  yellow 
trout  to  suit  impatient  fishei-men — and  ladies,  it 
would  seem,  for  we  actually  saw  two  equipped  with 
little  shining  fly-rods  ready  to  fill  the  creels,  which 
no  doubt  they  did.  A  gillaroo  loch  is  only  three 
miles  from  the  inn,  and  in  Loch  Assynt  larger 
feroxes  are  more  frequently  taken  than  from  any 
other  loch  in  the  county.  Although  vexed  to  have 
only  one  day  to  spare  for  so  fertile  an  angling- 
range,  we  determined  to  make  the  most  of  it,  and 
throw  no  chance  of  a  heavy  fish  away.  We 
immediately  set  about  catching  baits  of  various 
sizes,  and  despatched  a  lad  for  John  Sutherland, 
the  Duke's  watcher,  asking  him  to  accompany  us 
next  day, 

{To  he  continued.) 


OUE  SUMMER  TRIP  TO  LES 
CHENEAUX. 


By  the  Bald-headed  Youngsteb. 
(Edward  S.  Kelley.) 
{Continued  from  page  317.) 
It  was  right  here  that  the  full  force  of  the  talk  of 
the  man  who  had  filled  the  buggy  seat  came  to  me. 
Figuratively  speaking,  Bill  was  full  of  bears ;  and,  as 
it  was  impossible  to  move  five  feet  without  absolutely 
disappearing  in  the  maze  of  brush  and  fallen  logs,  she 
decided  without  debate  that  the  motion  to  divide  the 
stream,  or  the  party,  was  lost.  So  we  fought  our  way 
downstream  for  perhaps  a  hundred  rods,  where  we 
came  to  an  old  logging  road  that  led  back  to  our 
starting  point.  It  was  good  enough  for  us  and  we 
took  up  the  road.  The  weather  had  cleared  and  the 
day  was  hot  and  steamy.  On  the  way  down  we  had 
shed  our  rubber  coats  and  left  them  hanging  on  a 
bush.  Later  I  had  conceived  the  idea  that  my  coat 
was  a  burden,  and  had  hung  that  on  another  bush.  I 
succeeded  in  finding  them  again,  but  earned  their  cost 
several  times  over  in  so  doing. 

When  we  reached  again  the  point  where  we  had 
begun  fishing  and  counted  up,  wc  found  that  we 
possessed  eight  trout.  It  was  then  only  ten  o'clock, 
and  I  had  told  the  man  to  come  for  us  at  four.  We 
were  unanimous  in  the  belief  that  we  had  all  the 
trout  we  needed  out  of  that  particular  stream,  and, 
being  in  some  doubt  just  what  we  wanted  to  do,  sat 
down  and  ate  our  lunch.  Eating  is  a  never-failing 
source  of  entertainment  when  one  is  trouting.  At 
least,  I  have  always  found  it  so.  The  only  times  I 
have  not  enjoyed  eating  have  been  those  occasions 
when  I  have  either  lost  my  limch  or  had  it  ruined  by 
a  tumble  into  the  stream. 

After  we  had  finished  lunch  and  were  somewhat 
rested,  we  concluded  not  to  wait  for  his  fatness,  and 
after  cleaning  our  trout  and  packing  them  in  fresh 


*  I  fancy  he  meant  the  deer-hound  ;  most  likely  he 
had  never  seen  a  grevhound. 


grass  started  back  on  foot.  We  were  in  no  hurry, 
and  sauntered  along  slowly.  The  shower  of  the  early 
morning  had  left  the  forest  cool  and  pleasant,  and  the 
myriads  of  flowers,  the  wild  cherries,  wintergrcens, 
raspberries,  and  other  fruits  tempted  us  a  score  of 
times  to  throw  down  our  creels  and  rods  and  enjoy 
our  surroundings  as  lovers  of  the  wilderness  can  enjoy 
themselves  when  the  forests  arc  in  the  time  of  their 
beauty.  It  is  winter  now,  and  only  a  few  daj-s  ago,  as 
I  was  looking  for  something  in  one  of  my  camp  chests, 
I  came  across  a  wide-necked  bottle  half  full  of  dried 
wintergreen  berries  that  we  gathered  that  day,  and  it 
brought  the  picture  back  to  me — Bill  and  I  down  on 
our  hands  and  knees  in  the  woods;  bears,  fat  men, 
trout,  and  everything  else  forgotten ;  gathering 
flowers,  mosses,  and  berries ;  having  a  jolly  good 
time.  A  veritable  pair  of  youngsters,  even  if  one  of 
them  is  bald-headed.  Wo  were  not  sorry  to  have 
taken  the  trip,  notwthstanding  our  poor  luck  with 
the  trout. 

We  reached  the  bay  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  and  found  that  a  stifE  breeze  from  the  south 
had  kicked  up  quite  a  sea.  We  are  both  able  to  swim 
and  accustomed  to  boats,  which  probably  accounts  for 
the  fact  that  we  kept  pretty  close  to  shore  until  well 
behind  the  island,  when  we  headed  for  camp,  reaching 
there  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  pretty  tired,  but 
with  a  pair  of  desires  to  "feed"  that  were  wonders 
even  in  that  land  of  large  and  handsome  appetites ; 
and  (shame  upon  us)  we  pieced  out  our  eight  trout 
with  the  same  niunber  of  good  perch  and  ate  them  all 
without  a  thought  of  sacrilege. 

Friday  morning,  August  10,  the  camp  put  on  its 
travelling  clothes  and  the  outfit  was  stowed  away  on 
Rugg's  sailboat,  and  after  I  had  set  the  foresail  and 
assisted  the  one-armed  skipper  in  getting  under  way, 
I  leaned  against  the  mast,  and  looking  back  at  the 
opening  among  the  trees  where  our  camp  had  been 
saw  the  mysterious  Williams  wave  us  a  mysterious 
farewell,  and  the  shores  of  Marquette  Island,  with  its 
fascinating  stories  of  rough  Canadian  voyageurs, 
French  priests,  and  wily  savages,  gradually  lost  its 
distinctive  features  and  became  a  beautiful  emerald 
with  a  setting  of  shimmering  blue,  and  we  turned  our 
faces  once  more  toward  the  abode  of  the  missionary 
on  our  outward  voyage. 

There  is  a  wealth  of  historical  association  clinging 
to  the  country  of  the  Straits  and  St.  Mary's  River, 
and  as  one  wanders  idly  among  the  islands  and  in 
the  now  almost  denuded  forests  of  the  mainland,  or 
floats  along  through  the  channels  and  bays  or  be- 
tween the  fiat  green  banks  of  the  s\vift  flowing  river, 
the  mind  is  insensibly  carried  back  to  the  old  days 
when  this  land,  teeming  with  savages,  was  the  outer 
edge  of  the  known  world,  when  to  visit  it  required 
a  hardihood  careless  of  the  expenditure  of  energy  and 
vitality,  and  a  total  separation  from  every  comfort 
that  civilised  man  holds  dear.  There  was  a  purpose 
behind  it  all,  however,  even  though  that  purpose  failed 
of  realisation.  Looking  back  throjigh  the  years  that 
have  passed  since  the  noble  band  of  priests  and 
martyrs  led  the  way  into  the  wilderness,  with  the 
hope  and  expectation  that  in  the  new  world  they 
might  found  an  empire  that  should  be  greater  than 
the  one  that  had  been  lost,  we  can  see  how  the  way 
was  opened  for  those  who  followed  to  build  upon  their 
foundation  stones  a  nation  that,  while  acknowledging 
no  church  organisation  as  its  head,  yet  should  prove 
to  be  the  most  enlightened  and  God-fearing  among 
the  peoples  of  the  earth  and  prove  to  the  astonished 
world  that  liberty  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  one's  conscience  does  not  mean  national 
decadence  of  spirituality,  but  a  freer,  better,  stronger 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

There  are  one  or  two  things  I  must  not  forget  as  I 
wind  up  this  rambling  tale.  The  first  thing,  now  that 
I  am  again  in  his  neighbourhood,  is  the  missionary. 
He  is  a  gentleman  whom  I  am  happy  to  know.  After 
two  weeks  in  his  vicinity  I  came  to  know  him  better, 
and  the  more  I  learned  of  his  heroic,  noble  nature 
the  better  I  liked  him.  He  has  devoted  the  past 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  to  Christian  labours  among  the 
Imnbermen  and  Indians,  and  any  one  of  the  stories 
of  his  self-sacrificing  efforts  to  better  the  condition  of 
those  among  whom  he  has  chosen  his  lot  would  wipe 
out  any  resentment  I  may  have  felt  towards  him  in 
the  beginning  and  leave  a  balance  in  his  favour.  We 
caught  enough  big  fish  to  satisfy  us,  and  headed  out 
of  the  CEannel  Islands  younger,  stronger,  and  happier 
than  we  went  in,  and  as  the  little  island  steamer  on 
which  we  returned  to  Mackinac  dodged  in  and  out 
among  the  islands,  on  its  forty-mile  run,  my  pipe  and 
I  held  a  convention  in  a  sheltered  spot  on  deck  and 
unanimously  decided  that  we  harboured  malice  against 
none  o£  the  creatures  of  earth,  sea,  or  sky. 

Another  feature  is  a  mention  of  my  way  of  travelling. 
I  suppose  I  ought  to  apologise  for  saying  anything 
about  it,  as  I  can  distinctly  remember  being  taken 
to  task  once  by  atr  editor  for  whom  I  had  promised 
to  write  an  account  of  a  fishing  trip.  He  complained 
that  there  was  too  much  "trip"  and  not  enough 
"fish."  But  inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  to  take  a 
fishing  trip  without  the  "  trip,"  I  do  not  just  see  why 
I  should  keep  still  about  that.    Besides,  it  sometimes 
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happens  that  there  is  a  good  deal  more  trip  than  fish, 
anyway.  I  can  remember  times  when,  if  I  had  been 
allowed  to  tell  only  of  the  fish  I  had  taken,  I  would 
have  been  obliged  to  maintain  a  dark  and  mysterious 
silence,  or  else  condemn  myself  in  my  own  mind  as  a 
profound  and  magnificent  liar. 

I  am  a  good  deal  of  a  Baptist  in  one  sense.  When 
I  want  to  go  to  the  happy  hunting  (or  fishing)  grounds, 
I  prefer  the  water  route,  and  the  longer  the  ride  the 
better  I  like  it.  The  winds  and  the  waves  wield  a 
fascination  that  is  hard  for  me  to  resist,  and  when  I 
want  to  go  anywhere,  if  there  is  a  steamboat  headed 
my  way,  and  the  weather  is  not  too  boisterous,  I 
always  take  that  boat.  My  wife  has  intimated  that 
I  will  get  "  ketched  "  at  it  some  time,  but  when  it 
comes  to  that  I  am  considerable  of  a  Presbyterian. 
Sometimes  when  the  sea  runs  high  my  "  patient  soul 
endures  what  Heaven  ordains "  with  what  grace  it 
may,  but  so  long  as  my  stomach  is  strong — strong 
enough  to  throw  as  far  as  that  of  anyone  else — I  shall 
not  complain. 

Seriously,  it  is  by  far  the  most  agreeable  way  to 
travel  in  the  summer,  and  our  party,  comfortably 
lodged  and  sumptuously  fed  on  the  steamers  of  the 
Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Superior  Transportation 
Company,  could  not  well  avoid  having  a  glorious  time. 
One  thing  I  discovered  y^ars  ago,  regarding  the  class 
of  boats  owned  and  operated  by  this  company,  may 
prove  of  interest.  They  are  immense  boats,  and  have 
an  enormous  carrying  capacity  below  the  water-line. 
Hundreds  of  tons  of  freight,  loaded  into  the  hold  of 
the  boat,  keep  her  as  steady  as  a  presiding  elder,  and 
she  sails  along  quietly  in  seas  that  would  cause  some 
other  boat  to  cut  up  tricks  that  would  turn  you  inside 
out.  They  are  not  swift  boats,  and  before  you  get  to 
your  joui-ney's  end  you  are  glad  of  that  feature.  It 
is  far  enough  between  stops  for  you  to  lie  in  a  sunny 
spot  on  the  hurricane  deck,  sheltered  from  the  wind, 
and  get  rid  of  all  your  worn-out  feelings ;  and  inside 
of  twenty-four  hours  after  you  drag  your  weary  feet 
on  board  you  begin  to  be  glad  you  are  alive,  and 
to  hope  the  steamer  will  take  its  own  time  in  getting 
you  to  your  destination.  You  will  enjoy  the  society 
of  the  captain  and  mate.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  of 
the  line  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  are 
genial,  courteous  gentlemen,  and  the  man  below  decks 
who  provides  the  provender  is  an  artist  whose  pro- 
ductions are  a  source  of  infinite  joy. 

Our  trip  was  from  Chicago  to  the  "  Soo,"  on  the 
steamer  Peerless,  thence  to  Mackinac,  where  we  took 
a  small  steamer  for  the  islands.  On  our  return  we 
had  ample  time  to  see  the  sights  of  Mackinac,  and 
after  a  pleasant  afternoon  boarded  the  steamer'  City 
of  Traverse,  homeward  bound.  And  with  her  freight 
of  happy  humanity  she  glided  away,  leaving  the 
"fairy  isle"  lying  in  the  deepening  shadows  of  the 
summer  night,  its  glimmering  lights  throwing  streams 
of  melted  gold  across  the  quiet  waters,  the  silver  trail 
of  moonlight  gleaming  ahead  seeming  a  broad,  safe 
highway  leading  toward  home. — American  Field. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  delegate  meeting  of  above  was  held  on  May  9, 
at  the  Silver  Grid  Eestaurant,  Manchester,  with  a 
record  attendance  of  fifty-four  clubs.  Mr.  J.  H.  Chad- 
wick  occupied  the  chair.  Eoutine  business  was 
speedily  disposed  of,  and  the  meeting  proceeded  to 
discuss  an  interesting  agenda.  Mr.  Lee's  proposal, 
"  That  members  be  not  allowed  to  retain  more  than 
one  travelling  card"  caused  considerable  discussion, 
but  in  the  end  it  was  adopted  by  a  substantial 
majority.  It  was  decided  to  acquire  fishing  privileges 
on  the  following  lengths  of  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canals  :  EUesmere  Port  to  Calveley,  Wardle  Lock  to 
Barbridge,  Pant  to  Welshpool.  These  lengths,  which 
include  such  favourite  resorts  as  Chester,  Waverton, 
Llanymyneoh,  Middlewich,  etc.,  cover  about,  forty 
miles.  Since  this  meeting  all  arrangements  with  jthe 
Canal  Company  have  been  settled,  and  our  members 
are  at  liberty  to  fish  these  waters  from  the  commence- 
ment of  Whit  week.  All  other  waters  belonging  to  the 
association  will  also  Ije  opened  at  the  same.  The  meeting 
voted  the  sum  of  £60  to  the  stocking  fund  to  bear  the 
cost  of  fish  purchased  during  the  last  winter,  and  a 
report  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  water  com- 
mittee was  given.  Another  new  club,  the  Shakespeare 
Ramblers'  Angling  Society,  Ardwick,  was  admitted. 

Tom  Dkiveb,  Hon.  Sec. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 


Gkeat  Eastern  Railway  'Company. 
This  company  announce  cheap  excursion  bookings 
on  Friday,  May  24,  fi-om  Liverpool-street  and  Great 
Eastern  suburban  stations  to  Newcastle,  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  etc.  On  Saturday,  May  25,  to  Doncaster, 
Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Pukeries),  Ches- 


terfield, Manchester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Brad- 
ford, Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc. ;  also  to  the 
principal  towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  etc.  A  special  booking-office  will  be  opened 
at  Liverpool-street  Station  from  May  20  to  May 
25  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  to 
Wednesday,  and  other  tickets  to  the  seaside  and 
the  "  Broads "  district  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  company's 
West-end  booking-offices  :  51,  New  Oxford-street ;  215, 
Edgware-road ;  2,  Cockspur-street ;  120,  Brompton- 
road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end  offices. 
Additional  and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Ljom,  etc. 
On  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.35  p.m.  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft.  On  Saturday  at  9.55  a.m., 
4.5  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft;  at  7.12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe;  at 
4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton  and  Walton.  Also,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  persons  detained  at  business  mitil  late  in 
the  evening  of  Saturday,  special  midnight  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  (night)  for  Norwich,  via 
Cambridge ;  at  12.25  (night)  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  The  supper  train  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.8  (night)  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton-on-Sea  as  usual.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Feuchurch- 
street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend-on-Sea  and  Burnham- 
on-Crouch;  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Ely ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  to  Yarmouth, 
Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely  and  Hertford.  Excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to  Epping  Forest, 
Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A  special  service  of 
trains  will  be  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping 
Forest,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Hye  House.  On 
Whit  Tuesday  a  special  early  train  will  be  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  etc.,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8.25  a.m.  Restaurant  cars  are  run  daily  on 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  up- 
trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  only  on  the  1.30  p.m.  train 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer. 

South  Eastebn  and  Chatham  Railway. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,    Canterbury,    Sandwich,    Deal,  Walmer, 
Birohington,  Westgate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Mar- 
gate, Hythe,  Sandgate,  Shorncliffe,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
Sittingbourne,   Shecrness,    Faversham,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay  and  New  Romney  will  be  issued  from 
London  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  May  21,  25, 
and  26,  available  for  the  return  journey  on  Wednesday, 
May  29.    Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  on  Whit- 
Sunday  and  Whit  -  Monday  from  Charing  Cross, 
Waterloo,  Cannon-street,  London  Bridge  and  New  Cross 
to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
Folkestone,  Dover  and  Gravesend.    Cheap  day  tickets, 
available  by  certain  trains,  will  be  issued  to  Aldershot  on 
Bank  Holiday  from  Charing  Cross,  Cannon-street  and 
London  Bridge  Stations.  Cheapday  excursions  will  also 
be  run  on  Whit-Suudayand  Whit-Monday  from  Victoria, 
Holborn  and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover, 
Gravesend,  Herne  Bay,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Sheerness, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  and  Whitstable.  Also  from 
Victoria  (S.E.  &  C.)  only,  to  Tunbridge  Wells  and 
Hastings.    On  Whit  Sunday  afternoon  excursions  will 
be  run  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  from  Charing 
Cross,  Victoria,  Holborn,  Cannon-street,  New  Cross, 
and  suburban  stations.    On  Bank  Holiday  frequent 
special  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and  from 
Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,   St.    Paul's  and 
intermediate  stations,  and  the  Crystal  Palace  (High 
Level).    Return  fare.  Is.  Gd.,  including  admission. 
The  Continental  excursions  are  as  follows :  A  cheap 
excursion  to  Boulogne  from  Victoria  and  Holborn  at 
2.35  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  25 ;  returning  at  7.40  p.m. 
on  Whit-SIonday.     Cheap  return  tickets  to  Boulogne 
will  be  issued  at  Victoria  and  Holborn  on  May  24  and 
25,  and  at  Charing  Cross  on  May  24,  25,  and  2G,  avail- 
able until  Jlay  29,  and  by  certain  services  only.  On 
Bank  Holiday  a  special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to 
Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10.0  a.m.  Cheap 
tickets    to    Paris    will    be    issued    on  Saturday, 
May  25,  leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street 
at   9.0   am.,  vid  Dover  and  Calais.     On  May  24 
and  25   cheap  tickets,  available  for  fourteen  days, 
will    be    issued    to    Paris,  by    a    special  service 
leaving  Victoria,  Holborn,  St.   Paul's,   and  Herne 
Hill  at  2.35  p.m.    Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued 
from  May  23  to  25  inclusive  by  the  9.0  p.m.  service 
from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  Stations.  On 
Bank  Holiday  a  cheap  day  excursion  will  be  ruji  to 
Calais,  leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  at 
9.0  a.m.     Cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Calais 
on  May  24,  25,   and  26,   available  to   return  up 
to  May  29.     Cheap  tickets  to    Brussels  will  be 


issued  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street, 
Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  from  May  22  to  27 
inclusive,  available  for  eight  days.  Speciiil  cheap 
eight-day  return  tickets  to  Anisterdam,  Arnheim, 
The  Hague,  Rotterdam  and  Utrecht,  vid  Queen- 
boro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from  May  22 
to  27  inclusive,  leaving  Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Herne 
Hill  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Flushing  at  Victoria,- Holborn,  St.  Paul's  and  Heme 
Hill  on  May  24,  25,  and  26,  available  to  return  up  to 
May  28.  Cheap  17-day  return  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  to  Flushing  on  May  24  and  25,  leaving  Holborn 
and  St.  Paul's  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  8-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend,  available  by  certain  services  from 
Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  Holborn, 
and  St.  Paul's,  will  be  issued  from  May  22  to  27. 
Special  cheap  tickets  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes 
will  also  be  issued  for  the  holidays.  During  the 
holidays  the  Continental  services  will  be  as  usual, 
with  the  exception  of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  service, 
which  will  not  run  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  and 
St.  Paul's  on  Whit-Sunday.  An  express  train  (1st, 
2nd  and  3rd  class)  will  leave  Victoria  and  Herne  Hill 
for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50  p.m.  on  May  24,  in  connection 
with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  night  steamers.  Full 
particulars  of  the  return  times  of  the  above  excursions, 
alterations  in  train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  JUBILEE. 


The  forthcoming  Naval  and  Military  Exhibition, 
which  is  to  be  opened  at  the  Crystal  Palace  by  Earl 
ftoberts  on  Thursday,  May  23,  is  designed  to  com- 
memorate the  jubilee  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851. 
The  opening  ceremony  will  have  additional  interest 
attaching  to  it  from  the  fact  that  on  the  same  occasion 
Lady  Roberts  will  unveil  the  late  Mr.  Harry  Bates's 
great  equestrian  statue  of  her  distinguished  husband. 
The  figures  on  the  base  of  the  statue,  representing  War 
and  Victory,  are  of  heroic  proportions,  and  the  work 
as  a  whole  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
equestrian  statue  to  Earl  Roberts  in  this  country. 

The  exhibition  will  be  found  to  be  of  very  wide 
scope,  embracing  every  kind  of  exhibit  which  illus- 
trates the  history  and  present  development  of  naval 
and  military  science.  The  historical  loan  collection 
of  pictures  and  relics  and  autographs  will  be  of 
especial  interest. 

His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  has  shown  his 
interest  in  the  exhibition  by  graciously  extending 
his  practical  help  to  the  work  of  the  council  in  their 
task  of  securing  a  good  collection  of  suitable  exhibits 
for  the  Historical  and  Loan  sections.  His  Majesty 
has  lent  some  exceptionally  interesting  exhibits,  in- 
cluding the  Jubilee  oflerings  to  Queen  Victoria  from 
the  Royal  Navy  and  Marines.  The  Lords  Coili- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  the  .Board 
of  Education,  South  Kensington,  the  United  Service 
Institution,  and  many  other  important  corporate 
bodies  and  institutions  have  readily  come  forward 
with  help  and  assistance,  and  the  result  has-been  that 
the  efforts  of  the  Crystal  Palace  authorities  and  the 
council  of  the  exhibition  have  met  with  so  much 
support  that  the  forthcoming  exhibition'  will  be  well 
Worthy  its  Jubilee  character,  and  must  prove  a  popular 
and  interesting  method  of  utilising  the  great  space  of 
the  famous  building  at  Sydenham  during  the  summer 
months. 

There  will  be  a  military  section,  an  ambulance 
section,  a  Volunteer  camp,  a  handicrafts  exhibits 
section,  an  Arctic  section,  a  naval  section,  a  "  Trafalgar  " 
spectacle,  and  an  inventions  section. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  APRIL. 


DuBiNG  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  137  tons 
7  cwts.  1  qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  ill  tons,  aud  3  cwts.  at  Shad- 
widl,  representiug  1  ton  in  ah  jut  KiOO  tons.  The  weight 
of  fish  delivered  during  April  ;it  and  near  Billings- 
gate Market  was.  15,313  tons,  of  which  12,129  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  3,184  tons  were  delivered  by 
water;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery — 240  tons — 
was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  were  bream  ; 
catfish  (15  cwts.)  ;  coalfi.sh  ;  cod  (4  tons  7  cwts.)  and  cod- 
roes  (2  tons  9  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  eels  (2  tons  7  cwts.) ;  escallops 
(2  tons  2  cwts.) ;  gurnets  (15  cwts.) ;  haddocks  (1  ton  2 
qrs.)  ;  Norwegian  herrings  (1  ton  1  cwt.),  in  solution 
(25  tons  12  cwts.),  kippered  (31  tons  17  cwts.  3  qrs.)  (these 
herrings  were  unfit  for  food  on  leaving  Norway)  ;  ling  ; 
mackerel;  mullets;  mu.ssels  (I  ton  18  cwts.) ;  oysteis 
(U  tons  4  cwts.)  ;  periwinkles  (17  tons  15  cwts.) ;  pike  ; 
plaice  (19  tons  7  cwts.)  ;  salmon  (1  qr.) ;  shrimps  (Li 
tons  2  cwts.) ;  skate  (16  tons  14  cwts.) ;  smelts  (12  cwts. 
1  qr.) ;  whelks;  whiting  (2  tons  2  cwts.)  ;  and  witches. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  Thames  is  now 
in  excellent  order,  but  few  trout  have  been  caught 
during  the  week  owing  to  the  cold  winds  which  have 
kept  the  fish  down  or  so  disturbed  the  water  as  to 
render  it  almost  impossible  to  see  a  fish  on  the 
move.  At  Teddington  Weir  a  trout  of  6Jlb.  was 
found  in  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi's  boat,  the  fish  having 
evidently  fallen  into  the  boat  after  rising.  Mr. 
P.  Lewin  has  generously  subscribed  one  guinea  to  the 
funds  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association,  the 
annual  meeting  of  which  was  held  on  Wednesday 
(May  8).— The  Anchor  Pishing  Society  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  Kingston  on  Tuesday,  and  it  was  adjourned 
until  May  28.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  society  has 
been  fixed  for  June  12.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).— The  water  is  in  grand  condition 

for  trout  fishing,  but  the  cold  winds  seem  to  keep  the 
fish  from  moving.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  but 
sport  has  been  quiet,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  taking  the  only 
fish  during  the  past  week,  a  nice  made  trout  of  5Jlb. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Auclioliue  District. — The  Hawthorn  Fly  is  now 
in  full  force,  and  the  Black  Gnat  is  just  appearing. 
Alders  are  hatching  sparsely,  owing  to  cold  winds,  but 
the  Cowdung  is  at  its  best.  A  friend  of  mine  caught 
nine  nice  trout  on  Monday  afternoon  in  a  private 
water.  I  have  not  yet  thrown  a  line.  One  rainbow 
has  been  caught  in  a  local  brook. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Cornish  Streams. — Before  this  spell  of  extremely 
hot  dry  weather  trout  fishing  was  fairly  good.  On  the 
Camel  Mr.  Buscombe  got  twenty-three  and  another 
rod  a  bigger  basket  on  the  same  day.  On  Monday 
trout  began  to  take  the  Hawthorn  and  with  the 
Pheasant  Tail  some  good  catches  were  made  on  the 
upper  Inney  end  the  higher  parts  of  the  Powey. 
There  are  no  reports  of  peel  yet  on  either  the  Fowey 
or  the  Camel. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Angling  is  deadly 
dull  just  at  present,  and  the  most  experienced  rods  do 
not  get,  on  an  average,  more  than  a  brace  or  two.  A 
few  rods  on  the  moor  have  had  fair  baskets,  the  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Upright  (silver)  doing  well.  One  rod 
had  some  sport  with  the  May  Ply.  Lower  down  the 
trout  are  fed  upon  the  caddis  and  worm,  and  will  not 
take.  A  fish  opened  on  Tuesday  evening  was  full.  The 
Half  Stone  and  Pheasant  Tail  are  the  best  flies  to  use. 
Captain  Boyer  hooked  a  salmon  with  the  Silver  Doctor, 
but  it  got  off.  This  made  the  seventh  fish  he  has 
hooked  this  season,  of  which  he  has  successfully  landed 
three. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  running 
down,  and  the  weather  this  week  is  very  hot.  Every- 
where baskets  of  trout  are  very  small.  The  Red 
Palmer  and  Maxwell's  Blue  and  Blue  Upright  are 
the  best  flies  for  the  Teign,  and  last  week  a  91b.  salmon 
was  killed  near  Ashton.  Captain  Roe,  R.N.,  creeled 
two  fresh  run  peel  on  the  Tavy,  weighing  71b.  and  81b. 
respectively.  A  number  of  trout  have  again  been 
found  dead  in  the  East  Ockment.  A  Romford  dock 
gentleman  was  this  week  convicted  for  illegally  taking 
young  salmon  from  the  Exe. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — A  few  fish  are  being 
taken  with  the  Iron  Blue  Dun.  Plenty  of  water,  but 
an  easterly  breeze.  The  Derby  Killer  and  Kill  Devil 
has  been  doing  well  in  the  smaller  brooks. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Poster. 

£den  (Carlisle). — The  river  is  now  very  low  and 
as  clear  as  gin.  Spring  salmon  fishing  is  over  and  fly- 
fishing for  trout  also,  except  late  in  the  evenings; 
the  nights  are  still  too  cold  for  much  sport.  The 
creeper  is  accounting  for  some  good  baskets  daily, 
though  some  anglers  complain  that  trout  will  not  look 
at  it.  The  fact  is  it  requires  an  expert  to  fish  it  success- 
fully. The  Grannom  has  been  on  in  myriads  this 
week,  being  a  full  fortnight  later  than  usual.  It  is  sad 
to  see  so  many  trout  affected  with  the  fungoid  disease 
which  started  with  the  salmon.  Though  it  seems 
yearly  to  be  getting  less  violent  among  salmon,  it  has 
this  season  attacked  a  good  number  of  trout,  chiefly 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  and 
low  waters.  This  is  bad,  for  we  have  the  trout  always 
with  us  ;  there  is  no  salt  water  sanatorium  for  them. — 
Silver  Grey. 

lisk  (Whitby). — A  flood  during  the  early  days  of 
the  week  proved  beneficial  to  the  river,  and  a  few  fresh 
run  salmon  have  been  enabled  to  get  well  up  stream. 
The  takes  of  trout  have  been  somewhat  moderate,  and 
the  water  is  again  becoming  rather  low  for  re- 
munerative angling.  Dr.  English,  whilst  fishing  in 
the  Balcony  Pool,  secured  a  nice  salmon  scaling  51b., 
the  lure  used  successfully  being  the  Devon  minnow. 
Mr.  Joe  Williamson  grassed  three  brace  of  trout 
weighing  41b.,  whilst  Mr.  Tom  Hill  had  two- 
and  a  half  brace  scaling  .3flb.  Some  fair 
sport   is  being  experienced  by  sea   anglers  with 


the  bottom  line,  good  takes  of  mixed  fish  having 
been  secured  during  the  past  week.  As  yet  the  season 
is  somewhat  early,  but  visitors  would  undoubtedly 
find  capital  sport  in  the  offing  where  whiting,  haddock, 
etc.,  is  fairly  abundant. — J.  Jackson. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Anglers  in  the  district  where  the  trout  lie  are  reporting 
better  things  now  May  has  come  in.  Still,  if  they 
want  to  land  fish,  they  must  resort  to  the  grub  or  the 
worm,  and  swim  it  in  sheltered  places.  Very  few  flies 
are  yet  to  be  seen,  and  fishermen  are  a  good  deal 
disappointed  at  their  want  of  success  in  really  artistic 
methods. — Limvet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Artistic  fishermen 
are  still  lamenting  their  spell  of  enforced  idleness. 
Prospects  are  certainly  better  than  they  were  a  week 
or  two  ago,  but  still  they  have  to  depend  on  the  ways 
of  the  bottom  fisher  for  getting  hold  of  any  fish.  We 
have  heard  one  or  two  complaints  of  poachers  getting 
fish  in  the  upper  district.  It  is  also  said  that  some  of 
the  tributaries  are  being  fouled  by  the  sewage  from 
the  colliery  villages  which  have  of  late  sprung  into 
existence. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather  has 
been  warm  and  bright,  perhaps  a  little  too  bright  for 
very  big  catches.  Two  hundred  and  forty-two  fish 
were  weighed  at  the  hotel.  On  May  8  it  was  very 
cold,  and  forty-four  fish  were  taken.  Captain  Garnett 
killed  eleven  (61b.  8oz.);  Mr.  Crowther,  nine  (51b.  7oz.) ; 
Captain  Hodge,  eleven  (71b.  3oz.) ;  Mr.  Gilford,  five 
(21b.  12oz.) ;  Mr.  Moss,  four  (21b.  9oz.) ;  Mr.  Goddard, 
three  (21b.  9oz.).  On  the  9th  Mr.  Crowther  killed 
sixteen  (91b.  13oz.) ;  Captain  Hodge,  seven  (i\h.  12oz.) ; 
Mr.  Chance,  three  (21b.  5oz.)  ;  Mr.  Moss,  three  (21b. 
2oz.).  On  the  10th  Mr.  Moss  creeled  ten  (51b.  lloz.)  ; 
Captain  Garnett,  ten  (31b.  i3oz.)  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
four  (21b.  6oz.) ;  Mr.  Crowther,  seven  (41b.  3oz.) ; 
Captain  Hodge,  two  (lib.  6oz.) ;  Mr.  Lilster,  four  (21b. 
6oz.)  On  the  11th  Mr.  Crowther  killed  twelve  (71b. 
8oz.);  Mr.  Chance,  four  (21b.  9oz.) ;  Captain  Hodge, 
two  (lib.  7oz.).  On  the  13th  Mr.  Townshend  killed 
ten  (81b.  12oz.)  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  seven  (41b.  5oz,) ;  Mr. 
R.  L.  Garnett  and  Captain  Hodge,  five  each ;  Captain 
Garnett,  six  (41b.  2oz.) ;  Mr.  Chance,  three  (lib.  8oz.) ; 
Mr.  Rayner,  two  (lib.  lloz.);  Mr.  Herbert,  one  (12oz.). 
On  the  14th  Captain  Garnett  killed  ten  (51b.  12oz.) ; 
Mr.  Crowther,  ten  (81b.  lloz.) :  Mr.  Townshend, 
thirteen  (61b.  12oz.) ;  Mr.  Herbert,  five  (31b.  9oz.) ; 
Mr.  Chance,  four  (21b.  loz.) ;  Mr.  Rayner,  four  (21b. 
13oz.).  The  best  flies  are  Butcher,  Black  Gnat,  Alder, 
and  Red  Teal.— Longdrift. 

Lea. — Trout-fishing  during  the  past  week  has  proved 
very  disappointing.  Few  fish  have  been  showing,  and 
I  cannot  hear  of  a  single  capture  worth  recording. 
I  was  out  on  Tuesday  (May  7)  at  Broxbourne  and 
Hoddesdon,  and  only  saw  one  trout  move.  The  water 
was  in  very  fair  order,  but  the  cold  nights  are  inter- 
fering with  sport.  In  the  early  hours  of  Tuesday 
morning  I  was  told  there  had  been  a  sharp  frost.  The 
roach  have  begun  spawning,  and  I  have  seen  some 
splendid  fish  at  work  in  the  weeds.  From  the  tribu- 
taries there  is  no  satisfactory  news  as  regards  trouting 
results.  The  streams  are  in  condition,  but  no  fly  is 
about  yet.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  condition  for  fishing ;  they  are  a 
nice  height  and  clear,  and  the  weather  this  week  has 
been  in  every  way  suitable  for  angling,  and  a  good  few 
rods  have  been  out.  The  fish  are  moving  better  and 
rise  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  killing  flies  will  be 
Yellow  Dun,  Orl,  March  Brown,  Red  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Stone  Fly,  Blue  Dun.  Minnow  should 
account  for  large  trout.  Some  good  lots  of  fish  have 
been  taken  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  in  capital 
condition. — Gwynne. 

iMVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  running .  in  good  order.  The  weather 
remains  much  against  fishing— bright,  sunshiny  days, 
followed  by  cold,  if  not  frosty,  nights,  with  wind 
sticking  to  east  and  north.  Plies  out  are  the  same  as 
last  week,  with  the  addition  of  the  Yellow  Dun.  As 
soon  as  favourable  weather  occurs  there  is  every 
prospect  of  sport.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  At  time  of 
reporting,  Wednesday,  May  15,  the  sun  is  very  hot 
and  the  river  low  and  clear.  For  the  past  week  sport 
has  been  on  the  whole  very  tame.  There  is  no  general 
rise  of  fish.  They  may  be  occasionally  seen  midging 
in  certain  pools,  and  then  is  the  dry-flyer's  oppor- 
tunit}',  but  on  many  a  long  stretch  of  water  where 
good  sport  was  obtained  a  month  ago  not  a  fish  is 
seen  .to  stir  all  day.  Lucky  indeed  is  the  angler  on 
whose  fishing  there  are  one  or  two  good  midging  pools. 
Last  Saturday  on  the  Rolle  water  one  rod  picked  up 
seven  nice  fish  with  the  floater,  and  this  is  about 
the  best  bag  for  the  week.  The  otter  hounds  were 
at  work  last  week  near  Newton-Poppleford,  six 
miles  from  here.  A  few  days  back  a  seine  net  was 
shot  for  mullet  in  the  sea  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
and  a  large  otter  was  enclosed  in  it.  The  animal 
however  effected  its  escape. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Some  smart  showers  -would  improve 
the  rivers.  Nothing  can  be  done  much  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  as  the  weather  is  so  bright  and  the  water 


clear.  The  peel  are  well  up  the  rivers,  and  several 
have  been  seen  above  Dartmeet,  and  large  numbers 
have  been  reported  from  the  Tavy.  They  are  also 
running  well  up  in  the  Plym.  Some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Walkham,  and  the  higher 
waters  of  the  Tavy  and  Mcavy.  The  best  flies  for 
trout  are  Blue  Upright,  Pheasant  Tail,  Red  Palmer, 
and  Silver  Drake;  and  for  peel.  Silver  Doctor,  Fairy 
(two  patterns),  Jock  Scot,  and  Silver  Drake,  and,  if  we 
should  get  some  rain,  the  "Squash"  Devon.  Now 
that  the  Consei-vators  have — which  I  think  a  very 
wise  thing— stopped  natural  bait  fishing  with  Grass- 
hopper, Wood  Fly,  Fern  Web,  etc.,  the  excellent 
imitations  will  ensure  good  sport  in  the  wooded  parts 
where  flics  ca,nnot  be  thrown. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  in  order  and 
some  fine  trout  have  recently  been  captured  both  by 
.spinning  and  fly  fishing.  Mr.  Smallwood  landed  a 
trout  of  over  41b.  Several  good  fish  have  been  taken 
near  Cound  Lodge,  including  one  of  lib.  caught  on  the 
Red  Spinner  by  your  correspondent,  together  with  two 
smaller  ones  ;  also  four  brace  from  a  private  brook. 
The  best  flies  to  use  are  :  Red  Spinner,  Yellow-bodied 
March  Brown,  Stone  Fly,  Marlow  Buzz,  and  one  or 
other  of  the  Duns.— Hafren. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
The  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been  warm  and 
rainless,  and  the  mercury  is  gradually  rising.  As  I 
write  it  is  70"  in  the  shade.  The  easterly  winds  with 
bright  water  have  been  adverse  to  trouting.  My  Ouse 
correspondent  from  the  lower  waters  has  failed  to 
write,  so  I  suppose  there  has  been  nothing  taken  wortli 
recording.  A  few  rods  have  fished  the  tributaries  in 
the  Fletching  district,  and  with  maiden  lobs  and 
brandling  have  secured  a  few  decent  sized  fish  ;  but  all 
complain  of  the  number  of  perch  in  the  pools — 
destroy  all  you  can  get  has  been  my  rule.  Ply  fishing 
in  the  western  streams  has  been  uneventful.  A  few- 
fish  of  over  1  lb.  have  been  taken  with  sunken  fly ;  dry 
fly  has  been  a  failure.  Harbour  fishermen  have  had 
grand  sport  with  the  smelt— from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
dozen  have  been  taken  at  Chichester  harbour  per  tide, 
with  rag  worm.  A  few  31b.  bass  were  among  the 
captures,  and  the  lack  of  running  tackle  has  caused 
several  break  aways.  At  Selsea,  a  few  days  since, 
William  and  Charles  Arnell  with  Albert  Pennycord 
netted  1  ton  13  cwt.  of  bass,  the  heaviest  catch  known 
for  some  years;  many  of  the  fish  were  over  31b.,  and 
the  fortunate  fishermen  realised  over  £30. — Gf.oe(.  !■; 
P.  Salter. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  improvement  in  the  weather  so  marked 
at  the  close  of  last  week  was  of  very  short  duration 
and  since  then  the  nights  have  been  very  cold  with 
sharp  frosts,  and  a  keen  east  wind  has  been  blowing 
throughout  the  day.  .  All  these  rivers  are  now  rather 
below  their  average  height,  but  the  water  is  much  too 
bright  and  clear  for  the  fly,  even  if  the  fish  could  be 
tempted  to  rise,  which  they  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
do,  and  old  and  experienced  anglers  aver  that  it  is 
really,  up  to  the  present,  the  very  worst  season  for 
taking  trout  they  can  call  to  mind,  and  very  few  have 
as  yet  been  taken  in  the  best  rivers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. Even  the  Tanat  and  Cain  so  far  have  yielded 
very  poor  sportj  and  the  only  consolation  is  that  in 
some  of  their  small  tributaries  some  very  nice  trout 
are  still  taken  in  the  very  best  condition. — Vyrnwy. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  very  low  and  clear  ; 
fishing  cannot  be  said  to  be  good  until  a  fall  of  rain. 
Evening  fishing  is  the  only  chance  of  any  sport. 
Prawns  are  being  taken  from  the  holes  on  the  rocks. 
Net  fishing  has  not  been  up  to  the  average  for  salmon. 
— Rdsty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine 
and  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers,  and  there 
has  been  a  good  few  out.  The  fish  have  been  well 
on  the  move  and  rising  freely  at  the  natural  fly, 
which  are  now  out  in  good  numbers.  The  flies  to  use 
will  be  the  Blue  Dun,  Red  and  Grey  Spinners,  Orl, 
March  Brown,  Cowdung,  Stone  Ply,  Palmer,  Hare's 
Ear,  and  Yellow  Dun.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good 
with  the  worm,  and  large  trout  landed.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  an  angler  had  a  day's  fishing  on  a  pool  and 
landed  301b.  of  fish,  consisting  of  pike  and  perch  ; 
some  of  the  perch  scaled  21b.  weight. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 

to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  changed  beautiful  and  fine, 
and  natural  flies  are  well  out ;  the  fish  are  now 
rising  freely  at  them,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are 
greatly  improved.  There  has  been  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  out  in  this  part  of  late  ;  they  have  used  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Red  Spinner,  Orl,  Cowdimg,  and 
Grey  Spinner,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have 
been  landed.  The  Red  Kyre  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  fishing  order. — Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
We  do  not  hear  much  of  the  success  of  trout  fishing 
in  the  north  of  the  county.  It  is  really  too  cold. 
Very  few  flies  are  seen  about.  Besides  the  Cowdung 
fly,  "older  flies  are  to  be  seen,  and  the  Hawthorne  fly 
may  be  expected  in  a  few  days.    The  waters  are  very 
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L-lear  and  very  low,  ai  d  only  grub  fishing  seems  to 
have  any  success.  Much  the  same  storv  comes  from 
the  district  between  Lincoln  and  Grantham.  A  few 
tish  have  been  taken  on  the  tributaries  which  run 
into  the  Trent  about  Newaik,  but  on  the  feeders  of 
the  Witham  very  little  has  been  done.— Lcci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  low  and  clear  and  in  order  for  flv  fishing;  a 
good  average  number  of  rods  have  been"  out  both  on 
the  Wye  and  Derwent,  but  very  few  fish  have  been 
taken  with  the  tiy.  The  nights  are  too  cold  with  a 
north-east  wind.  The  best  mode  is  minnow  or  worm 
fishing.  Mr.  Place  and  a  friend  on  Saturday 
(May  11),  leger  fishing  with  worm  in  the  deep  water 
at  Matlock  Bath,  took  two-and-a-half  brace,  also  Mr. 
W.  King,  from  his  balconv,  Matlock  Bath,  on  Saturday 
night,  about  9.30  p.m.,  hooked  a  trout,  and  after 
playing  it  for  forty-five  minutes  succeeded  in  land- 
ing it  over  his  balcony,  twelve  feet  from  the  water, 
by  an  ingenious  contrivance  a  hoop  about  three  feet 
across  with  a  net  fixed  to  it,  which  his  daughter  lets 
down  in  the  water,  and  when  the  fish  is  exhausted 
Mr.  King  draws  the  fish  over  the  net  and  lifts  it  over 
the  balcony,  where  it  is  secure.  This  is  one  of  the  old 
brown  tr  jut  (Salnio  fario)  in  very  good  condition ; 
weight,  61b  14oz. ;  length,  24in.  ;  girth,  14in.  It  has 
been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper's,  London,  to  be  set  up. 
This  is  the  twelfth  fish  Mr.  King  has  caught,  the 
aggregate  weight  being  531b.  Mr.  G.  Caton,  on 
Tuesday,  fishing  near  Matlock  Bridge,  took  a  nice 
trout  weighing  over  21b.  Eain  would  improve  the 
fishing  all  round,  and  following  flies  would  be  useful ; 
Dark  Olive  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Mr. 
Cboper's  Little  Grey  Fly,  Claret  Bumble,  and  Sand 
Ply  for  evening.  —  Dotteeei.. 

Wye  (Herefordshire).— The  Wye  has  been  running 
.ym-clear— only  six  inches  above  summer  level— during 
the  week  ending  May  11.  With  bright  sunshiny 
weather  the  conditions  have  been  unfavourable  for 
salmon  angling.  Only  one  capture  has  been  reported, 
namely,  on  May  10  Mr.  J.  Paterson  landed  a  2i)lb! 
.  salmon,  taken  with  a  No.  10  Jock  Scot  on  the 
Fownhope  Fishery. 

Yore,  Swale,  'Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
We  are  having  another  spell  of  very  brilliant  weather, 
and  unless  the  up-stream  worm  is  used  it  is  almost  a 
matter  of  impossibility  to  get  a  decent  dish  of  trout 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  all  our  rivers  being  down  to 
summer  level  and  very  "bright.    The  finest  tackle  must 
be  used,  and  with  it  some  of  the  local  anglers  up  the 
Yore  have  had  good  sport,  notably,  Mr.  Wm.  Kilburn, 
who  caught  twenty-six  fine  fish  the  other  dav  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aysgarth.     Lower  down  "Mr.  W. 
Morris  has  had  fair  sport  in  the  streams  between 
Wensley  and  Middleham,  and  one  afternoon  Uncle 
Collinson  captured  eighteen  fine  trout  up  the  Cover 
with  minnow  on  Chapman  tacVle.    Not  much  has 
been  done  in  any  part  of  the  Swale  itself,  but  two  or 
three  anglers  from  York  have  had  fair  sport  in  the 
Bedale  Beck,  and  some  very  fair  dishes  of  trout  have 
■    been  caught  during  the  week  in  the  Cod  Beck  and 
Ellerbeck.     Very  few  rods    have  been  out   on  the 
Wharfe,    but  anglers,   who  have .  taken  advantage 
of  early  morning  fishing,  have  done  fairly  at  Bum- 
sail,    Appletree  Wick,   Bolton   Abbey,  and    Ilkley  ■ 
lower  down  at  Olley,  Pool,  CoUingham,  and  Boston 
Spa  most  of  the  local  hands  have  met  with  fair 
success.    The  most  successful  anglers  being  Messrs. 
Gaunt,  Kirk,  Cullcross,  and  Reynolds.    The  bottom 
hshers  at  Tadcaster  and  I'llerskelf  continue  to  have 
fair  sport  among  the  flounders.    A  few  brace  of  fine 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Fewston  Reservoir, 
Messrs.  Richardson,  Livesey,  and  Rippin  having  met 
with  fair  sport  with  the  minnow  fished   on  .Ariel 
tackle.      Some  large   trout   have   been   caught  in 
private  lakes  recently,  Messrs.  Green  and  Burniston 
getting  two  fine  specimens— one  weighing  ovei-  two 
pounds  and  the  other  close  upon  three  pounds.  The 
Nidd  keeps  very  dirty  and  sport  bad,  but  some  of  the 
club  members  have  done  fairly  in  the  Derwent  district, 
and  the  up-stream  worm  and  creepers  have  done  fair 
execution  up  the  Aire.    The  best  baits,  as  long  as  the 
water  remains  in  its  present  state  and  the  weather 
keeps  bright,  are  the  creeper,  the  worm  fished  well  up- 
stream, and  the  natural  minnow  on  either  the  Chap- 
man or  Ariel  tackle.    On  dull  days  the  Olive  Bloa 
^  ellow  and  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Blue 
Partridge  can  all  be  depended  upon  to  kill  fish.— .John 
E.    MiLLKE,    Northern    Anglers'    Depot,    19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Yellow  trout  are  now 
m  splendid  condition,  and  some  capital  baskets  have 
been  got  both  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle  and  also  in  most 
of  the  tributaries.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Rowanburn 
Oanonbie,  who  captured  the  first  soa-trout  in  the 
Liddle,  killed  thirty-six  vellow  trout  in  one  day  in  the 
mid  reaches.  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  Canonbie,  has  had 
several  fine  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water. 
Mr.  J.  Beattie,  Newcastleton,  had  a  splendid  catch  of 
sixty  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle 
with  fly.  Messrs.  W.  Stoddart,  J.  Carruthers,  and  J. 
Johnstone  have  also  had  nice  baskets.    Mr.  Tweddle 
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Longtown,  had  over  forty  at  a  fishing  with  fly.  A  few 
sea-trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron 
pools.  An  odd  sea-trout  or  two  have  been  caught  in 
the  Netherby  water  by  Mr.  A.  Johnstone  and  Mr. 
Musgrove,  of  Longtown,  while  little  is  doing  in  the 
Metal  Bridge  division  of  the  river.  Mr.  Pringle  had  a 
nice  sea-trout  in  the  Double  water.  Mr.  Joseph 
Jardine,  Kashopefoot,  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  above  Penton  Bridge  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Wm. 
Murray  had  two  sea-trout  weighing  l^lb.  each  in 
the  Liddle.  Mr.  A.  Porteous  caught  a  sea-trout, 
l^lb.,  in  the  same  water,  and  Mr.  A.  Oliver  landed 
one  close  on  21b.  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  Geo.  Elliot  and  J. 
Graham,  Canonbie,  have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  G.  Tweddle  has  also  done  well  with  yellovt 
trout  in  the  Dam  Foot  ppol  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J. 
Carruthers  had  a  nice  basket  below  Penton  Linns  with 
fly.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Netherby 
water  averaging  about  l|lb.,  and  good  sport  has  been 
had  with  yellow  trout  both  in  the  Thistle  and  Red 
Lmn  pools  below  Scotch  Dyke,  The  waters  are  in 
fairly  good  condition,  but  running  low.— Ctilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,'  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Sport 
has  fallen  off  on  the  lower  reaches,  but  said  to  be 
improving  on  the  upper  waters,  where  Mr.  W.  Allis 
Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers,  of  Amat,  and 
others,  have  landed  several  fish  since  last  report.  On 
the  Invercharron  waters,  Mr.  Oakley,  Bain  ago  wn  Arms 
Hotel,  got  a  salmon  of  8Uh.  on  May  8,  and  another  of 
9^1b.  on  May  11.  On  Mav  13,  Mrs.  Oakley  caught  a 
ten-pounder.  Weather  very  hot  and  drv.  A  number 
of  foxes,  young  and  old,  captured  in  the  district 
during  the  past  week. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).- The  River  Deveron  has 
been  in  good  fishing  order  for  the  past  week,  and 
anglers,  especially-  in  the  upper  sections,  have  been 
enjoying  fair  sport.  Since  the  late  rainfall,  a  number 
of  fine  fish  have  entered  the  river.  The  first  grilse 
this  season  was  killed  in  the  Huntly  water  on 
Tuesday,  May  7  ;  it  weighed  3|lb.  Last  season  the 
first  grilse  was  taken  by  the  net  fishermen,  about  two 
miles  from  the  entrance,  on  June  18.  On  the  lluntly 
water,  on  May  9,  Mr.  Jamieson  had  a  fish  of  HJ-lb.,  and 
Mr.  Bain  one  of  81b.  ;  on  the  10th,  Mr.  Bain  had  two 
of  61b.  and  101b. ;  on  the  11th,  Mr.  Davidson  had 
three,  of  101b.,  9}lb.,  and  6Jlb.  respectivelv, 
Mr.  Barclay  had  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
one  of  71b.  On  the  same  water  splendid  baskets 
of  trout  were  also  got,  some  of  them  from 
101b.  to  Ifijlb.,  by  Colonel  Morgan  Taylor,  Major 
Taylor,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Jeffrey,  jNIr.  Kerr,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Keoch,  etc.  On  the  Blairmore  water. 
Glass,  Mr.  George  Milne,  keeper,  on  the  10th  had  a 
nice  new-run  salmon  of  81b.  As  far  up  as  the  Cabrach 
excellent  sport  is  also  being  enjoyed.  -On  the  Bogie  and 
the  burn  of  King  Edward  good  baskets  of  trout  are 
also  reported.  Lately  the  net  fishing  in  the  river  and 
coast  showed  an  improvement.  Some  of  the  salmon 
caught  in  the  river  weighed  201b.  and  over.  On  the 
coast  grilse  are  getting  in  the  nets  at  most  of  the 
stations.  They  are  of  fair  size  and  average  81b.— H.  W. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Pishing  froni 
the  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  May  4,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Jamieson  had  a  basket  of  eleven  trout.  The  Buckland 
Angling  Club  held  a  competition  on  May  10,  when  the 
following  two  gentlemen  were  the  prizewinners  at 
the  close:  First,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson,  with  eight 
trout ;  second,  Mr.  John  Stewart,  with  six  trout.  On 
May  11  another  competition  was  held,  when  Mr.  R.  J. 
Jamieson  secured  first  prize  with  eighteen  trouti 
weighing  51b.  9oz.,  and  the  second  place  was  secured 
by  Mr.  Neale  Thomson,  with  fourteen  trout,  weighing 
51b.  8oz.  Other  takes  were:  Mr.  Brown,  fifteen  trout; 
Mr.  Paterson,  eleven  trout :  Mr.  Stewart,  eight  trout! 
—Donald  Fergdson. 

Loch  Fourloch  (Invershin  N.B.)— A  nice  basket 
of  trout  was  obtained  by  Mrs.  Bramley  and  Mr.  G.  B. 
Turner,  which  consisted  of  six  and  a  half  brace 
weighing  5Jlb.,  largest  fish  lib. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  during  the 
week  has  been  of  brilliant  sunshine,  with  only  a 
breeze  in  the  afternoon,  and  sport  has  been  of  the 
worst  description,  fly-fishing  producing  only  two  or 
three  trout  per  rod.  The  following  were  the  anglincf 
clubs  out:  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club  (twenty-three 
rods)  ;  capture,  138  trout,  861b.  8oz.  I'irst,  Mr.  R, 
Dickson,  twelve  trout,  81b.  7o'z. ;  second,  Mr.  j! 
Grafton,  twelve  trout,  81b.  2oz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Greig,  lib.  13oz.  Edinburgh  Cockburn 'club 
(ten  rods)  ;  capture,  fifty-four  trout,  361b.  6oz.  First, 
Mr.  T.  Menzies,  eleven  trout,  71b.  14oz. ;  second,  Mr! 
D.  Fisher,  twelve  trout,  71b.  4oz.  ;  heaviest  trout, 
Mr.  W.  Eraser,  21b.    Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  (twentv! 


"Sbleoted  Hokse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  nualltv 
fl'^I^o    It  ^'i^""'  =     le'igths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 

flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100  Hair 
casts,  selected  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tons 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each  Tiout  flies 
for  aU  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers 
is.  6d.  per  dozen  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.'  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each  Flv 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.-J.  E.  Mii.i.kr,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  ]9,  New. .Station-street,  Leeds. 
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one  rods),  eighty-seven  trout,  631b.  4oz.  First,  Mr  J 
i  .  1  vie  nine  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  second,  Mr.  T  Wright 
ten  trout,  61b.  5oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Brechin  lib 
lloz  Glasgow  Angling  Club  (eleven  rods) ;  capture! 
thirty-four,  trout  231b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  A.  Dalglish 
eight  trout,  01b.  6oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Boink,  seven 
trout  61b. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Boink,  lib  9oz 
tdmburgh  Saturday  Angling  Club  (twenty-two  rods)  • 
capture,  fifty-seven  trout,  401b.  First,  Mr.  C.  Stewart 
two  trout,  41b.  6oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Livingstone,  five 
trout,  31b  13oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  C.  Stewart,  21b. 
J  oz.  iifeshire  Club  (ten  rods);  capture  with  flv, 
thirty-four  trout,  201b.  3oz.  First,  Mr.  R.  P  Wilsoii 
eight  trout.  41b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  five 
trout,  41b.  2oz;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Fortune,  lib 
Joz.  Edmburgh  Edina  Club  (6  rods),  eleven  trout, 
71b.  3oz.  I  irst,  Mr.  T.  G.  Fisher,  six  trout,  31b.  lloz. 
Glasgow  Western  Club  (twelve  rods)  ;  capture  with 
fly,  13  trout  101b.  First,  Mr.  Atkinson,  three  trout. 
31b  2oz.  1  ddingston  Waltonian  Club  (ten  rods)  ■ 
capture,  twenty-two  trout,  151b.  8oz.  First  Mr  J 
McLay,  ten  trout,  51b.  Uoz. ;  heaviest  trout!  Mr  j' 
Nelson,  lib.  13Joz.— Robebt  Laing. 

Lochness  (Foyers).— Fishing  Loch  Mhor  from 
-b  oyers  Hotel  on  May  6,  Mr.  Shaw  had  nine  trout 
Hlb. ;  Captain  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  eighteen  trout 
ab.  On  the  7th,  Captain  Walsh,  nine  trout,  41b  •' 
Mr.  Shaw,  two  trout,  lib.  On  the  8th,  Messrs  Walsh 
and  Morgan,  eighteen  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  seven 
trout,  3|lb.  On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Walsh  and  Morgan 
thirteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  eleven  trout,  41b.  Ori 
the  10th,  Captain  Walsh,  fourteen  trout,  111b  ■  Mr 
Shaw,  five  trout,  3 Jib. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Egerton' 
SIX  l-out,  Ulh.  On  the  11th,  Captain  Walsh,  eight 
trout,  01b.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  five  trout,  21b.  ■  Colonel 
Egerton,  six  trout,  3ilb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Buthven.-^With  the  improvement  in  the 
weather  last  week  several  good  baskets  were  got :  On 
^l&y  0,  Mr.  W.  P.  Nelson,  twenty-nine  trout,  lljlb.  ; 
Captain  ( Vallie,  fourteen  trout,  71b.  On  May  7,  Mr.W.  f! 
Nelson,  eighteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Millar,  twenty-nine 
trout,  llilb.  On  May  8,  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  twentv 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Millar,  twenty-two  trout,  111b 
On  May  9,  Mr.  C.  D.  Stewart,  forty-two  trout,  171b.  ; 
Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty-nine  trouW  111b.  ■  Mr' 
Turnbull,  thirty  trout,  101b.;  Mr.  .).  L.  Millar! 
twenty-eight  trout,  101b.  On  May  10,  Mr.  W.  f' 
Nelson,  thirty-six  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  R.  M.  Cameron 
twenty  trout,  lOJlb.  (six  of  this  basket  averaged  lib' 
each).  On  May  11,  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  forty-five 
trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  J.  L.  Millar,  seventeen  trout,  7ilb.— 
J.  Gbaham  &  Co. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported  sport  has  been  as  follows :— On  May  6, 
Mr.  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  3! 
and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  5.  On  May  8, 
Mr.  Gill  caught  one  on  No.  1,  and  on  May  9  four 
salmon  on  beats  1  and  2.  On  May  10,  Mr.  Oats, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  one  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Banbury! 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  salmon  on  the  private  water.  On 
May  11,  Major  Burnell-Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught 
a  salmon  on  No.  1.  As  the  weather  has  been  very  hot 
and  dry,  the  river  is  getting  low.  The  net  salmon 
fishings  at -the  river  mouth  are  fairly  successful.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Dee  at  Braemar  and  Balmoral  sport  up  till  now 
has  been  poor  in  the  extreme.    There  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  not  taking.  The 
prospects  are,  however,  by  no  means  disheartening, 
and  by  another  month  these  waters  will  be  in  the  very 
pink  of  condition  and  the  sport  got  something  worth 
waiting  for.    There  is  an  enormous  head  of  fish 
forward,  and  up  till  now  have  been  kept  back  by  the 
snow  Ijree.     On  the   Dinnet,  Cambus  O'May,  and 
Ballater  sections  matters  are  much  more  lively,  and 
from  a  dozen  to  a  score  of  fish  are  being  got  by  the 
various  rods  out.    On  the  Glentana  section  Mr.  George 
Coates  and  party  are  having  fair  sport  in  spite  of 
the  adverse  conditions  of  the  water  as  to  steadiness. 
On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Sandison  had  a 
beauty  of  101b.  ;  while  Mr.  Barclay  had  one  of  81b., 
two  of  51b.  and  91b.,  and  one  of  S^lb.";  and  Mr.  Stone- 
land  one  of  81b.    On  the  Castle  waters,  Mr.  Ward 
creeled  one  of  91b.,  and  two  of  91b.  and  101b.    On  the 
Dess  water,  Major  Davidson's  party  had  one  or  two  for 
the  week,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  other 
reaches.     Mr.  Searle  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Bell  have  taken 
up   their  quarters  on  the  Kincardine  water,  and 
anticipate  good   sport.     The  pools  are  fairly  well 
stocked  all  the  way  down  to  Banchory.     On  the 
Ballogie  section,  the  Hon.   Mrs.   Fitzwilliam  and 
Master  Eric  and  party  had  about  a  score  of  fish 
for  the  week,   while  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
grassed  on  the  Borrowstone,  Woodend,  Inchmarlo, 
Blackball,  Durris,  and  lower  waters.    On  the  Don 
some  good  trouting  days   have  been  experienced, 
but  they  are  few  and  far  between  compared  with 
what  might  be  the  case  just  now  with  more  genial 
weather  and  south  or  west  winds  instead  of  the  hard 
drying  north-easters.     On  the  Grandholm  waters. 
Lord  Suffolk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinckman,  and  others 
are  doing  fairly  well  with  the  brown  trout.    On  the 
Kintore  section.  Dr.  Rennie  and  others  have  had 
occasionally  good  days,  but  the  best  baskets  have  been 
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to  those  who  have  been  using  the  worm.  On  the  Ythan 
good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Ellon  Castle  waters 
and  upwards,  but  the  river  is  now  running  somewhat 
clear.  On  the  Ugie  the  prospects  are  very  bright,  the  best 
baskets,  however,  being  as  yet  to  patrons  of  the  "  garden 
fly,"  as  the  worm  is  sometimes  euphonically  termed. 
Some  grand  sport  is  being  got  Just  now  on  the  Deveron 
both  to  salmon  and  trout,  and  esx)ecially  about  the  free 
waters  of  Huntly,  where  the  first  grilse  of  the  season 
was  got  on  Tuesday  (INIay  7)  scaling  3^1b.,  and  the  first 
to  be  got  on  the  rod  in  the  North.  Mr.  J.  H.  Jamieson, 
Edinburgh  (Huntly  Hotel),  bad  one  of  8 Jib.,  and 
Bain,  gillie,  one  of  81b.,  while  Colonel  Morgan  creeled 
a  basket  of  trout  16Jlb.,  and  Major  Payor,  Mr.  Jackson, 
Mr.  Jefirey,  and  Mr.  Kerr  had  baskets  varying  from 
71b.  to  101b.  On  the  Spey,  at  Aberlour,  Colonel  Grant 
creeled  last  week  one  of  91b.  and  one  of  9|lb.,  while 
his  gillie  had  a  beauty  of  24ilb.  On  Wester  Elchies 
Mr.  Herdman  creeled  one  of  5Jlb.  and  a  sea-trout  of 
21b.  On  the  Con  on  and  Beauly  excellent  sport  is 
being  got,  one  rod  having  seven  fish  one  day  last  week 
on  the  first-named  river. — G.  M. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Although  the  season  is  early  for  this  district,  a  number 
of  anglers  are  already  out  on  the  Hotel  lochs  and 
doing  well.  A  number  of  trout,  weighing  up  to  2ilb. 
each,  have  been  landed  during  the  past  week.  One 
angler  caught  two  in  one  day,  weighing  51b.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  D.  Maclver  had  five  beauties,  averaging 
IJlb.  each.  At  present  there  is  every  prospect  of  a 
good  fishing  season. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.). — Up  till 
Wednesday  the  sport  by  anglers  from  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  has  been  as  follows ; — On  the  6th  inst. 
Sir  John  D.  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Credie,  Devon- 
shire, one  salmon  101b.  On  May  7,  one  of  9|lb.,  and 
Sir  .John  Shelley,  Bart,  of  Michelgrove,  Sussex,  a 
12-pounder.  On  May  8,  Sir  J.  D.  Ferguson-Davie 
caught  three,  of  151b.  121b.,  and  101b.,  and  Sir  John 
Shelley  one  weighing  211b.  On  May  9  the  last-named 
got  a  1.3-poimder.  On  May  10,  Sir  J.  D.  Ferguson- 
Davie  had  one  of  13Jlb.,  and  Sir  John  Shelley  one, 
111b.  May  11th  was  blank,  but  on  Monday  this  week 
Sir  John  D.  Ferguson-Davie  got  an  11-pounder,  and 
on  Tuesday  one  of  131b.    Weather  very  scorching. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Very  fine  summer  weather 
prevails  over  this  district,  and  the  rivers  are  dead  low. 
For  those  thoroughly  up  to  fishing  with  the  creeper 
large  baskets  should  now  be  taken  with  that  lure.  On 
the  border  rivers  this  bait  is  but  little  fished  by  the 
Scottish  anglers  who  have  something  to  learn  from 
their  brethren  across  the  English  border  on  the  art 
of  creeper  fishing.  I  hear  that  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  the 
well-known  and  skilful  angler,  of  Queensberry-square, 
Dumfries,  had  a  good  basket  of  trout  in  the  Annan 
this  week.  Mr.  Jackson  is  an  expert  hand  with  either 
fly  or  creeper,  and  he  knows  how  to  dress  a  good  fly. 
In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  Mr.  Inglis,  jun.,  had  a 
nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  fly,  and  lost  a  sea- 
trout  in  the  landing.  Mr.  Gordon,  Waterbeck,  killed 
one  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  and  fourteen  yellow  trout  with  fly 
in  the  same  reach  of  the  Annan  on  Thursday  (May  9). 
One  or  two  sea-trout  have  been  caught  with  the  night- 
fly.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  of  London,  killed  two  nice 
yellow  trout  in  Violet  Bank  stream  with  fly,  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Tbexton  took  one.  In  the  higher  waters  a  few 
trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
In  the  Solway  there  is  a  better  show  of  sea-trout  this 
week,  and  the  nets  are  getting  good  hauls  for  the  middle 
of  May.  Not  much  is  doing  in  the  Nitb  during  the 
daytime,  but  a  number  of  sea-trout  are  being  caught  in 
the  mid-Nithsdale  portion  of  the  Nith  below  Thorn- 
hill  with  the  night-fly.  The  clear  water  worm  has 
accounted  for  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  higher  up 
the  river.    Sport  has  been  rather  poor  in  the  Gal- 


loway rivers  this  week.  All  the  rivers  are  too  low  for 
day  fly.  On  Loch  Whynnion  Mr.  D.  Cairns,  Union 
Bank,  Gatehouse,  had  over  twenty  yellow  trout  one 
day  last  week,  and  on  the  other  district  lochs  trout  are 
rising  pretty  freely  on  favourable  days.  In  the  Ayr- 
shire district  fair  sport  is  being  obtained  on  the  lochs. 
On  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington  several  rods  have  met 
with  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  This  is  the  best  loch 
in  Ayrshire  for  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free.  On  the 
Derwent  there  is  little  doing,  but  some  good  trout  are 
falling  to  the  rods  on  Crummock  Loch.  The  sea- 
trout  are  running  strong  in  the  Firth  nets.  There  is 
no  signs  of  rain  ;  a  good  flood  would  place  the  rivers 
in  the  best  of  order  now,  and  sport  would  be  certain. 
— Heathbebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — River  now  in  good  order, 
but  owing  to  the  changeable  weather  experienced  last 
week,  angling  was  but  fair.  On  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  Mr.  Hardman  killed  two  salmon  of  81b.  each,  and 
:Mr.  Hardman,  jun.,  one  of  ij^lb.  ;  while  Mr.  Duncan, 
fisherman,  had  one  of  8Jlb.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  21b. 
Two  salmon  were  also  taken  from  this  water  last  week, 
and  two  from  the  Aberlour  House  water. — J.  JNI. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Salmon  fishing  is  almost  a  blank.  The  rivers  are 
almost  summer  level  and  very  clear,  the  only  chance 
being  in  the  very  rough  water.  The  only  catches_  to 
hand  are  from  the  Birgham  water,  Mr.  J.  Herriot, 
Duns,  landing  two  salmon,  and  his  brother,  Mr. 
Charles,  one.  Trout  fishing  has  been  fairly  suc- 
cessful in  the  early  morning  with  worm  and  creeper. 
On  the  Teviot  on  Friday  (May  10)  Mr.  W.  Mercer  had 
81b.,  Mr.  E.  Bond  61b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Cant  61b.;  on 
Saturday  (iMay  11),  Mr.  Cant,  jun.,  had  41b.  ;  on 
Mondav'  (May  13),  Mr.  R.  Hogarth  had  61b.  and  Mr. 
W.  Mercer  101b. :  on  Wednesday  (May  15),  Mr.  J.  Percy 
had  51b.  On  the  Tweed  on  j\Iay  10,  Islx.  R.  B. 
Marston  had  a  nice  dish  of  101b.  with  the  dry  fly  in 
the  afternoon.  Dry  fly  fishing  is  very  little  practised 
here,  and  I  believe  if  tried  good  baskets  could  be 
had  when  other  lures  fail. — Maxwheel. 

Tongue  HoteL — On  May  7,  Mr.  Mitchell  Innes, 
fishing  the  Borgie  River  from  Tongue  Hotel,  had  one 
salmon  of  101b. ;  and  on  the  8th,  on  the  Kyle  of 
Tongue,  six  trout,  81b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Ross  Hume, 
on  the  Borgie,  had  two  salmon  weighing  71b.  and  91b. 
respectively.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Mitchell  Innes,  on 
the  Kyle,  "had  three  trout,  51b.  (heaviest,  31b.) ;  Mr. 
Ross  Hume,  on  the  Borgie,  one  salmon  of  8lb.— M. 
McInnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch    Lakes    (co.    Down).  —  As  the 

weather  was  most  unfavourable  for  lake  fishing, 
scarcely  anything  was  done  this  week  on  these  waters. 
About  the  end  of  this  week  several  hundred  river 
trout  will  be  tiu-ned  intp  Bunen  Lake.  The  latest 
acquisitioc  to  these  waters,  Lough  Erne,  Ballykeel, 
contains  about  one  hundred  acres. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann. — This  river  has  now  fallen  quite  low  enough 
to  bring  nearly  all  the  oasts  into  angling  order,  but  as 
the  temperature  of  the  water  is  yet  low  few  natural 
flies  are  on  the  surface.  Trout  are  now  rising  in  all 
the  reaches,  and  some  have  been  taken  at  each  of  the 
angling  stations.  A  Belfast  angler,  fishing  the  shallows 
at^Kilrea  on  the  10th  inst.,  took  four  trout  of  8|lb., 
largest  31b.  Salmon  are  now  in  all  the  sections  from 
Toomebridge  to  Coleraine,  and  good  sport  is  expected 
in  a  few  days.  Tom  Graham,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson's 
boatman,  took  the  first  salmon  of  the  season  on  the 
Caronroe  reach  on  13th  inst.,  a  beautiful  spring  fish  of 
121b.  English  anglers  visiting  Kilrea  can  have  weekly 
tickets  to  fish  for  trout  and  salmon  on  that  reach  of 
the  river,  which  extends  three  and  a  half  miles  down- 
wards from  the  weir  wall. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  report  there 
was  a  great  falling  off  in  trouting  on  the  dams  due  to 
the  sunny  weather  and  the  cold  breezes  from  the 
north-east  which  have  prevailed  for  almost  a  montli, 
to  the  prolonged  exasperation  of  trout  fishers.  This 
week  a  few  small  fish  were  killed  on  the  Woodburn 
dams.  The  Logan,  Crossgar,  Crumlin,  Glenavy, 
Sixmile,  Cludy,  etc.,  are  dead  low  and  clear.  Nothing 
will  be  done  till  heavy  rain  comes.  At  the  monthly 
committee  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Anglers  four  new 
members  were  elected  and  arrangements  made  for 
appointing  keepers  on  the  Ballynahinc'i  Lakes,  etc.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and   Belleek).— Mr.  A. 

Stubbs  tried  for  a  salmon  on  the  Erne  on  May  13,  and 
was  lucky  in  capturing  the  first  salmon  of  the  season 
taken  on  the  Erne  with  rod  and  line,  a  beautiful  fresh 
rmi  salmon  of  151b.  weight ;  the  same  angler  hooked 
another  heavy  salmon.  Mr.  Stubbs  was  accompanied 
by  the  well-known  salmon  fisherman,  Patrick  Rogan. 
A  good  head  of  heavy  spring  salmon  is  now  in  the 
Erne  and  several  salmon  anglers  from  England  will 
be  trying  their  luck  amongst  them  from  May  20.  Some 
fine  trout  were  taken  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Wood,  P.  Rogan, 
and  others,  during  the  past  week  on  the  Erne,  amongst 
those  taken  by  P.  Rogan  being  two  trout  weighing  51b. 
and  3|lb.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Generally  speaking  sport  has  been 
backward  on  the  south  Kerry  waters  and  fair  on  the 


Killarneyand  north  Kerry  rivers  during  the  past  week. 
Salmon,  peel,  and  sea-trout  are  arriving  rather  slowly, 
except  in  the  Waterville  River,  and  as  it  is  now  likely 
that  some  rain  will  be  had  the  prospects  all  round  are 
much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  water  has  fallen 
away  considerably  within  the  past  week,  and  until  we 
get  rain  fishing  for  salmon  will  be  at  a  standstill. 
During  the  week  some  good  sport  was  had.  On 
Nettleville  fishery  Colonel  Broderick  six,  161b.,  101b., 
101b.,  111b.,  81b.,  61b.  ;  on  Fargus,  Major  Adamson, 
two,  81b.,  81b.  ;  on  Leehans,  S.  Haynes,  two,  81b., 
8^1b. ;  on  Clashaneur,  S.  Haynes,  one,  71b.  ;  on 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  lOlh.  ;  at  Carrigadrohid,  Mrs. 
St.  Leger  Carter,  five,  161b.,  101b.,  91b.,  71b.,  71b.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  has  shown  much  improvement  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  next  few  days  are  good,  as  salmon,  peel, 
and  sea-trout  are  arriving,  the  last-mentioned  fish 
coming  up  pretty  freely  during  the  past  few  days  in 
the  late  evenings  and  at  full  tide.  The  following  are 
the  details,  so  far  as  I  am  aware  of,  of  the  salmon 
fishing  since  last  report:  Mr.  Harris,  fishing  with  C. 
McCarthy,  had  a  salmon  of  13|lb.  ;  Lieutenant  Burne, 
R.N.,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  one  of  lOilb. ; 
Major  Cresswell,  fishing  with  Jas.  T.  Leary,  three, 
averaging  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Fetherston-Whitney,  fishing 
with  Patrick  "Moriarty,  two,  15Jlb.  and  10|lb. ;  Mr. 
T.  A.  Mullen,  fishing  with  Stephen  Huggard,  one, 
181b. ;  and  Michael  Brennan,  one,  131b.  The  trouting 
returns  show  that  fair  or  average  sport  has  been  had, 
but  full  details  have  not  been  received  of  the  takes  in 
this  department. — -T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melviu. — Very  bright  and  hot  weather 
prevailed  during  all  the  past  week.  Still,  the  anglers 
who  were  out  were  fairly  successful.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Walker  landed  two  salmon  on  May  9  of  121b.  and 
101b. ;  Commander  J^uUey,  R.N.,  landed  one  salmon 
of  111b.  on  May  10 ;  Captain  F.  W.  Jones  landed  one 
salmon  of  12Jlb.  on  May  11,  and  several  gillarooes 
and  brown  trout,  two  of  the  trout  weighing  a  little 
over  21b.  each  ;  Mr.  G.  Humphrey  took  a  trout  (Salnio 
fcrox)  of  61b.  on  May  10,  and  one  of  41b.  on  May  14 ; 
Mr.  A.  Mullen  took  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  same  day. 
Several  fair-sized  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  during 
the  past  week,  chiefly  in  the  late  evenings,  as,  owing 
to  the  brightness,  trout  did  not  rise  well  during  the 
midday. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pollen  netting  shows  a  falling  oS 
generally,  and  trout  netting  is  indifferent.  There 
have  been  no  prosecutions  this  year  for  taking  under- 
sized pollen.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  decadence  in 
the  big  pike  in  the  lough,  for  very  few  large  ones  are 
nowadays  taken  in  the  net.  Unfortunately  the  lower 
waters  "of  the  Maine,  Sixmile,  Blackwater,  Ballin- 
derry,  etc.,  are  infested  by  swarms  of  small  pike 
from  the  lough.  Salmon  may  be  expected  next 
month. — J.  A.  B.  ' 

Moume  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— Since 
last  report  very  little  was  done  on  the  fine  waters  of 
the  Mourne,  the  river  having  run  down  fine  and  clear. 
A  rousing  flood  is  much  needed  to  give  a  fillip  to 
trouting,  as  the  best  trouting  period  is  the  present 
and  the  coming  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good 
order  with  south  winds,  and  a  fair  run  of  fish  on  the 
river.  Mr.  Wilson  hooked  some  fish  during  the  week, 
and  Mr.  Scroop  killed  four  fish  for  the  week  and  some 
nice  trout  on  the  lake  ;  the  trout  fishing  at  Clarke's 
Hotel  IS  very  good,  there  being  some  good  takes  of 
salmon. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  fine  and  river  and  loughs  in  good 
order.  Mr.  Slater  had  three  salmon,  weighing  9Jlb., 
111b.,  and  131b. ;  Captain  Bloss  Lynch  two  salmon, 
weighing  101b.  and  131b. ;  Master  L.  Scroop  two 
salmon,  weighing  111b.  and  151b. ;  and  ^Ir.  C.  Timblin 
two  salmon,  weighing  101b.  and  12|lb.  Trout  fishing 
on  the  loughs  is  improving.  Mr.  Douglas  W.  Helly 
had  the  best  take  for  one  day,  killing  ten  trout,  lljlb. 
— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed,  on  May  11,  one  salmon,  181b. ;  on 
Prospect,  Colonel  Townshend  killed,  on  :May  10,  one 
salmon,  361b ;  on  May  13,  two  salmon,  16  and  171b.;  on 
the  same  fishery  Mr.  R.  N.  Bennett  killed,  on  May  14, 
one  salmon,  181b. ;  on  Newgarden,  Colonel  Townshend 
killed,  on  May  9,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  on  :May  14,  one 
salmon,  23ilb. :  on  this  water,  also,  :Miss  Townshend 
killed,  on  May  10,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  on  Woodlands, 
j\lT.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed,  on  May  10,  one  salmon, 
71b.;  on  May  11,  one  salmon,  15|lb. ;  on  the  Castle 
Fishery  Mr."  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed,  on  May  11,  one 
salmon,  14|lb. :  on  the  Woddsend,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart 
killed,  on  Mav  9,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  on  May  13. 
two  salmon,  15  and  39 Jib.— John  Enright  A  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe) — Some 
wonderfully  good  sport  has  been  realised  here  this 
weel:  by  English  anglers,  who  have  rented  every  rod's 
length  of  reserved  water  in  this  section  of  the  Shannon. 
On^J^Iay  8,  Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Daniell  killed  six  splendid 
freshly-run  salmon,  weighing  respectively  301b.,  251b., 
201b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  15^15.,  total,  126Jlb.— truly  a 
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grand  day's  sport.  On  May  9  Mr.  Wray  had  two 
salmon,  weighing  241b.  and  15Jlb.  On  May  10  Mr. 
Darnell  caught  two,  weighing  13t^lb.  and  121b.,  and 
Mr.  Wray  two,  weighing  171b.  an(f  15Ib.  On  May  11 
Mr.  J.  Stanley  Mott  killed  one  weighing  121b.,  Mr. 
Daniell  one  weighing  .331b.,  Mr.  Wray  one  weighing 
181b.,  and  Mr.  Sperling  one  weighing  331b.  On  May  12 
Mr.  Sperling  caught  one  weighing  861b.  On  May  13 
Mr.  Daniell  killed  two  weighing  241b.  and  81b.,  and  on 
May  14  had  on  his  rod  for  half  an  hour  a  grand  salmon 
fully  up  to  401b.  but  lost  him.  Good  supply  of  fish 
m  the  river.  The  grilse  will  begin  to  run  up  from  the 
Atlantic  in  another  week  or  so,  when  sport  will  be 
better  still.  On  lovely  Lough  Derg,  which  is  within  a 
rifle  shot  of  Killaloe,  his  Majesty  King  "Green 
Drake  "  has  already  put  in  an  appearance,  and  with 
one  shower  of  rain  that  delightful  sport  will  be  fast 
and  furious.  Very  many  English  anglers  have  en- 
gaged quarters  and  boats  for  the  next  month  — S  J 

HUELEY. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux.— May  11.— This  week  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable— warm  and  cold,  squally  and 
unsettled— so  the  trout  fishing  has  not  been  particu- 
larly lively,  but  still  some  fair  fish  have  been  got  on 
both  the  Vaudois  and  Stockalper  waters.  I  heard  of 
one  two-pounder  taken  from  the  latter  in  the  evening 
on  Thursday  (May  9),  by  a  native  of  Bouveret,  with  a 
very  small  French  fly— red  silk  body,  gold  ribbed  red 
hackle,  and  grey  speckled  wing.  The  Black  Ant  flies 
are  out  in  numbers,  but  the  weather  kept  the  fish 
down.  I  got  a  few  trout  among  the  bushes  on  the 
Bay  Stream,  and  one— the  best— from  under  a  road 
culvert.  Six  pounds  of  trout  were  reported  to  have 
been  taken  on  this  stream  a  few  davs  previously  vrith 
worm. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth.— We  are  having  a  good  spell  of  warm, 
fine  weather,  and  nearly  all  the  amateurs  have  their 
boats  out.  Large  quantities  of  bass  have  been  taken 
in  Causand  Bay  by  the  nets,  which  proves  that  they 
are  about,  and  should  give  sport  at  Peulee  and  the 
Rame.  I  know  of  no  occupation  so  invigorating  as 
standing  on  the  headlands,  with  a  good  breeze  from 
the  sea,  and  casting  in  true  salmonic  stvle  for  these 
game  fish,  using  a  sixteen-foot  East  India  cane  rod 
and  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  yards  of  fine  line,  with 
a  single  Marana  gut  trace  and  spinning  sand-eel  or 
plano-convex  minnow.  This  mode  of  fishing  will  be 
fairly  on  during  the  next  two  or  three  weeks.  Spring 
pollack  are  well  on  the  feed  in  the  harbour,  and  a 
dozen  or  two,  weighing  from  lib.  to  41b.,  can  be  taken 
mornings  before  breakfast,  using  a  light  drift-line; 
they  are  also  taken  in  the  evening,  either  when  the 
tide  is  on  the  flood  or  on  the  ebb,  at  different  parts  of 
the  Sound.  There  is  also  plenty  of  pier  fishing.-  - 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jingling  ^ftjefures. 

May  19. 

Good  Intent :  Sea  outing. 
May  20. 

Anglers'  Association  ;  Delegate  meeting. 
Jubilee  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
North  London  :  Dinner  and  distribution 
May  21. 

Allason  United  ;  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
Clissold :  Distribution. 
Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
Epsom :  Annual  dinner. 
Gresham  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  ,T.  Tayler. 
Islington  Brothers:  Distribution. 
Stockwell:  Supper  and  distribution. 
Waggoners :  Distribution. 
May  22. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  ;  Annual  Supper. 

Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Canning  Town  ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

Phcenix  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Victoria  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

Walham  Green  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  23. 

Blenheim:  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Harcourt :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Newbury :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Wenlock :  Annual  dinner. 

West  Ham  Brothers  ;  Annual  Supper. 
May  25. 

Albion  :  Concert. 


May  28. — Clissold :  Distribution. 
,,   29. — Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution. 
„  29. — Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 
„  30. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.— The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next.  May  20,  at 
eight  p.m.,  at  the  above  address.  The  application 
forms  for  the  ensuing  season  will  be  forwarded  to  all 
enrolled  societies  on  Monday  next.  I  should  feel 
great  obliged  if  secretaries  will  forward  me  their  first 
list  properly  filled  in  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  same 
as  possible.— R.  G.  Woodrufb'. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  On  Friday, 
May  11,  there  was  a  full  meeting,  when  Mr.  S.  Malby 
was  elected  secretary,  pro  tern.,  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Ghurney  being  still  in  very  bad  health.  I  beg  to 
announce  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Per^Mr 
Abrahams,  Globe,  £4  8s.  2d.  ;  North  London,  .41  6s.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Smith,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  £1 ;  Mr.  Man- 
ning, Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  £3.  Clubs  requiring 
tickets,  please  send  lists  to  me  and  oblige,  S.  Malby 
(secretary,  pro  tem.),  9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N. 

Albion  Angling  Society,  Churchfield-road,  Acton. 
— Our  opening  concert  will  take  place  on  May  25. 
Chair  taken  at  seven  sharp.  All  clubs  cordially 
invited. — C.  Smith. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Clifton-street,  Finsbury.  —  The  forty-seventh 
annual  supper  took  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Monday  the  13th  inst.  Our  worthy  president,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf,  occupied  the  chair.  Nearly  fifty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  most  excellent 
menu  provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  W.  Brakes, 
which  did  him  the  greatest  credit.  After  the  cloth 
was  removed  we  had  some  very  good  singing  by 
Messrs.  Lee,  Shepherd,  Ben  Parkes,  Atkinson,  jun!. 
Will  Glenmore,  and  others.  Mr.  F.  Biender,  of  the 
Musical  Collinettee  Troupe,  played  selections  on 
numerous  musical  instruments,  for  which  he  was 
greatly  applauded.  The  health  of  our  host  and 
chairman  was  drunk  with  musical  houours,  and  we 
finished  a  most  enjoyable  evening  with  the  National 
Anthem.   Distribution  of  prizes.  May  22.— G.  Haynes. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— The  twenty-eighth 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on 
May  14,  Mr.  R.  Dring  in  the  chair,  Mr.  C.  Dejonge 
vice-chair.  After  an  excellent  dinner  the  prizes  were 
distributed,  amounting  to  £20  2s.,  to  the  following 
members :  — Messrs.  J.  Hudson,  first;  G.  Smeed, 
second  ;  G.  Stevens,  third.  The  following  took  prizes  ' 
— S.  Aplin,  T.  Aplin,  A.  Addeson,  G.  B.  Baldry,  A. 
Dejonge,  C.  Dejonge,  R.  Dring,  G.  Flewes,  W.  Hersent, 
Newman,  W.  Tapler,  H.  N.  Wilson,  and  H.  H.  Wilson 
The  chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the  B.F.A.S., 
which  was  responded  to  ty  the  secretary,  who  stated 
that  we  had  £12  in  hand,  and  were  fifty  strong  in 
membership.  The  following  amount,  £13  lis.  6d., 
was  promised  during  the  evening.  The  health  of  the 
visitors  was  proposed  by  the  secretary,  and  responded 
to  by  Mr.  Birket.  The  following  gentlemen  sang 
during  the  evening:  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  Addison,  Odel, 
W.  Johnson,  Pat  Austin,  Brother  Botley,  Harry  Pain, 
and  P.  Edwards. — A.  De.tonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— I  wish  to  remind  all 
gentlemen  who  intend  to  be  present  at  our  annual 
dinner  on  May  21  that  a  start  will  be  made  at  8  p.m. 
sharp.  Shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  all  prize  donors 
who  have  not  already  forwarded  their  prizes. — 
C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.— Our  supper  and  distribution  waa 
well  represented  and  turned  out  a  grand  success. 
I  wish  to  thank  all  gentlemen  that  honoured  us  with 
their  presence  and  their  liberal  support  to  our  prize 
list.  Forty-seven  sat  down  to  a  capital  supper  put  on 
by  Host  Steven.  Thirty  guineas  was  promised  for  the 
ensuing  season's  prize  list.  Will  members  turn  up  in 
force  next  Wednesday. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— The  twenty- 
ninth  annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  22,  when  the 
chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  faced  by 
Mr.  J.  Pailes,  after  which  the  distribution  of  prizes 
and  concert  will  take  place,  when  the  company  of 
brother  anglers  and  friends  is  invited.  Will  members 
and  friends  kindly  forward  their  prizes  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  On  May  15  our  host,  Mr.  J.  Morron,  and 
Mr.  F.  Farley  were  elected  working  members. — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  S.W.— All  members  will  regret  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Ashby  is  compelled  to  resign  the  secretary- 
ship, owing  to  other  calls  upon  his  time.  I  am  sure 
the  club  join  with  me  in  thinking  we  have  lost  a  most 
efficient  officer,  and  those  absent  last  Wednesday  will 
entirely  concur  in  the  minute  placing  on  record  our 
high  appreciation  of  his  past  services.  I  am  glad  to 
say  a  new  secretary  has  been  found  in  Mr.  Harry 
Moore.    No  one  has  the  interests  of  the  club  more  at 


heart  than  he,  and  the  members  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  having  secured  the  services  of  so  good  a  man 
for  the  work.  Mr.  E.  Brown,  son  of  our  treasurer, 
was  unanimously  elected  a  full  member.  Please  bear 
in  mind  the  annual  dinner  on  June  19.  Mr.  Woodruff 
has  kindly  consented  to  preside,  and  I  should  very 
much  like  to  see  a  good  muster  to  wind  up  my  last 
year  as  your  chairman. — W.  H.  B. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road, 
Cambridge  Heath.— On  May  12  a  member  hooked  a 
trout,  but  had  to  return  it,  being  one  inch  under  size. 
I  beg  to  remind  members  about  ^taking  up  their 
Anglers'  Benevolent  tickets  that  they  will  be  in- 
eligible to  weigh  in  fish  unless  they  take  up  an 
A.B.  ticket.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  prizes  from 
donors  who  have  not  yet  paid  in,  before  distribution 
on  June  4. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  fourteenth  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  May  22  at 
8  o'clock  sharp.  Gentlemen  having  promised"  prizes 
kindly  forward  same  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have 
made  another  new  member,  Mr.  H.  Taylor. — R. 
Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E. — We  have  a  special  meeting 
on  May  22  for  distribution  of  prizes  won  during  last 
season.  I  hope  all  members  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  let  me  have  them  as  soon  as  possible. — J.  Sands. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  On 
May  13  our  twentj'-seventh  annual  dinner  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  took  place  at  the  above  house,  when 
fortj'-three  members  sat  down- to  a  good  and  substan- 
tial dinner.  During  the  evening  the  chairman  (Mr. 
S.  Lapwood)  presented  the  prizes  won  by  the  success- 
ful competitors.  Mr.  J.  Willgoss,  1st;  C.  Ball,  2nd  ; 
A.  Heyman,  3rd;  J.  Thorne,  4th  ;  A.  Bowater,  5th, 
etc.  Mr.  S.  Lapwood  expressed  his  pleasure  at  being 
able  to  report  the  society  as  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
A  number  of  prizes  were  added  to  our  prize  list. 
Harmony  was  most  agreeably  interspersed,  amongst 
those  contributing  being  Messrs.  S.  Lapwood,  H.  Pegg, 
Wriggley,  J.  Thorne,  J.  Burrage,  Fred  Willgoss,  S. 
Roc,  Ern.  Bailey,  H.  Moore,  etc.  All  officers  were 
cordially  thanked  for  their  services  during  the  past 
season ;  also  Mr.  J.  P.  Buchanan,  who  presided  at  the 
piano.  We  have  made  six  new  members  at  present. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — The  annual  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  21,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  brother 
anglers  and  friends. — J.  Whitk. 
OovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
ong-acre,  W.C. — A  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  May  21,  to  propose  new  members,  and  also 
arrange  outing  for  the  opening  of  the  season.  Members 
please  note  8.30  sharp.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  The  annual  general 
meeting  was  held  on  May  15,  when  all  the  officers 
were  duly  elected.  Mr.  J.  Steadman  was  elected 
secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Franklin,  whose  resignation 
was  accepted  with  regret,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  him  for  his  past  services.  The  balance 
sheet  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. Our  prize  distribution  takes  _plaoe  on  June  5. 
Will  members  and  friends  please  forward  prizes  as  soon 
as  possible '?  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at 
Mr.  Henly's,  Black  Dog  and  Duck,  Bury,  on  June  9, — 
J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Tuesday,  May  14,  our 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  head- 
quarters. The  principal  winners  were  Messrs.  T. 
Thompson,  six ;  H.  Poore,  five ;  W.  Thompson,  five  ; 
R.  Parsam,  four ;  C.  Pocock,  A.  Morgan,  A.  Wild,  and 
R.  Mack,  also  took  prizes.  Some  excellent  songs  and 
recitations  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Fred  Owen, 
Cunningham,  C.  Pocock,  F.  Wild,  and  Mrs.  Shord. 
After  a  few  remarks  from  the  president  the  evening 
closed  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  have  to  announce 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  annual 
dinner  tc  take  place  at  Ongar  on  June  9.  Members 
and  friends  who  intend  to  be  present  please  hurry  up 
and  give  in  their  names,  as  time  is  short. — S.  Malby. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  Our 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  a  grand  success. 
A  little  over  7001b.  of  fish  were  weighed  in.  Some 
good  specimen  fish  have  been  taken,  notably  pike  of 
201b.  8Joz.,  151b.,  9Jlb.,  and  two  81b.  each.  Roach, 
lib.  15oz. ;  perch,  21b. ;  dace,  9oz. ;  tench,  31b.  5Joz.  ; 
trout,  41b.  IJoz.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs. 
James,  Ellins,  Verity,  King,  and  Coker.  Harmony  was 
rendered  by  Messrs.  Grayson,  Styles,  Whyma'n, 
Lonsdale,  Brimson,  Ellins,  Bourlet,  Crow,  and  others. 
On  May  14,  at  our  return  visit,  only  five-  clubs 
responded  to  the  roll-call.  We  had  some  good  songs 
during  the  evening. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
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Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday, 
May  13,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Watling. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  friends. 
The  secretary,  after  referring  to  the  very  bad  season  for 
angling,  stated  that  the  G.N.B.  had  still  maintained 
their  reputation  as  good  anglers  by  weighing  in  the  good 
total  of  9481b.  lOoz.  of  fish  during  the  season,  Sunday 
and  bank  fishing  only.  The  prize  list  contained  nearly 
one  hundred  prizes ;  the  details  are  too  numerous  to 
mention.  After  the  distribution  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  B.— The  members  of  the 
above  will  have  their  outing  to  Southend  on  the  19th 
inst.  All  to  start  by  the  nine  o'clock  train  from 
Penchurch-street  Station.  Our  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  June  11.— R.  Moephy. 

Habcouet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
com-t-street,  Marylebone.— Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  May 
23,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  the  members  together.  All 
prizes  and  contributions  must  be  paid  in  by  that  date. 
There  will  be  a  concert  after  the  distribution  when  we 
shall  be  glad  to  see  as  many  friends  as  would  care  to 
give  us  a  call.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hatcham  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross.— La^it  Thursday 
we  had  a  most  successful  evening.  It  was  arranged 
to  hold  a  general  meeting  on  Thursday,  May  23,  when 
members  are  requested  to  attend  for  important  business 
—privilege  tickets,  etc.— W.  Tabby. 

Islington  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— On  Tuesday  (May  14) 
the  steward  gave  in  his  report  in  reference  to  the 
dinner  and  outing  on  June  9  to  Burham-on-Grouch. 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  and  concert  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  21,  when  Mr.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society,  has  kindly  consented 
to  take  the  chair.  During  the  evening  Mr.  B.  Williams, 
late  host  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  will  also  be  in  attendance.  Would  those 
members  who  have  not  forwarded  their  prizes  kindly 
do  so  at  once.— J.  H.  Hkbbeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brimswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take 
place  on  May  29 ;  to  celebrate  the  event  it  has  been 
arranged  to  have  a  supper.  On  Wednesday  evenings 
until  further  notice  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  dis- 
cussions upon  matters  concerning  the  society,  so  all 
members  that  can  possibly  attend  please  do  so,  as  the 
subjects  will  prove  very  interesting.— H.  B. 

JuNiOE  PiscATOEiAL  SOCIETY,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High  Road.— The  above  society  beg  to 
inform  all  members,  friends,  etc.,  that  they  have 
removed  their  headquarters  from  the  Rosemary 
Branch  to  the  Amersham  Hotel,  New  Cross  Road, 
opposite  S.E.R.  station,  proprietor,  Sid  Jeanes, 
Private  entrance  to  club  rooms  ;  meeting  night  every 
Wednesday .—W.  Fbeeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— I  must  request 
members  attendadce  on  May  22  to  arrange  place  for 
first  outing  of  the  season.  All  members  must  be  clear 
on  the  books  on  Wednesday  May  29,  which  is  the 
finish  of  our  season.— W.  Watling. 

Noeth-East  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— Our  special  meet- 
ing takes  place  on  May  22,  hoping  we  shall  have  a 
good  attendance,  as  business  is  important.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  result  of  our  annual  dinner 
is  that  we  have  the  sum  of  £54  to  fish  for,  besides 
various  articles  to  fish  for  in  the  coming  season.— G. 
Taylob. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— The  tenth  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Monday  (May  20),  dinner  on  table  at  8.30  sharp. 
Anglers  giving  us  a  look-in  to  the  concert  will  be 
made  welcome.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central 
and  District  visiting  list  comes  to  the  above ;  the  date 
will  he  announced  next  week.— H.  Stebtch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— We  have  elected 
several  new  members.  On  Thursday  (May  9)  at  the 
annual  general  meeting  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Oemonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
was  a  great  success.  The  following  were  the  principal 
prize  winners  :— Messrs.  E.  Ford,  J.  Mann,  W.  Milton, 
and  A.  Holbrow.  During  the  evening  the  following 
contributed  to  the  harmony;  Messrs.  C.  Plowman, 
Johnson,  W.  Smith,  C.  Skeen,  A.  Smeaden,  C.  Duff, 
sen.,  and  others.  A  special  meeting  has  been  called 
for  Tuesday,  May  28,  for  the  arrangement  of  prizes  for 
the  coming  season  and  other  important  business. 
:\Ir.  J.  Downs  has  been  elected  a  working  member.— 

J-  M.  , 
Peckham  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Masons 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our  twenty-third 
annual  took  place  on  May  7,  and  was  in  every  way  a 
pronounced  success.  During  the  evening  the  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  took  place,  the  principal  winners  being 


Messrs.  Gibbs,  Hart,  Freelove,  Regardsoe,  Markey  ; 
also  many  minor  ones.  Some  excellent  harmony  was 
rendered'  by  Messrs.  Bert  Stone,  Tom  Foster,  Wal 
Robins,  A.  Bignell,  Bert  Rolfe,  &c.  The  toasts  included 
"The  King,"  -'The  Peckham  Brothers,"  "The 
Visitors,"  "  The  Prize  Donors,"  and  "  The  Chaii-maii  " 
(Mr.  G.'h.  Shepherd).  The  prize  list  for  the  ensuing 
season  is  over  £4.5,  cash  and  kind.  Musical  honours 
were  recorded  Mr.  Alf  Hart  for  his  floral  decoration. 
— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Please  don't  make  it  late  next 
Wednesday— dinner  on  table  at  eight  o'clock  sharp. 
Distribution  and  harmony  to  follow.  Members  and 
friends  unable  to  attend  will  oblige  by  lettmg  lue 
know  by  Saturday  at  latest,  so  as  to  give  Mr.  Dew  an 
idea  of  how  many  to  provide  for. — R.  C. 

Royal  Oak  Anglbbs  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  at  the  above  house  on  May  14.  Mr.  T. 
Hill  took  the  chair  and  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
members.  Mr.  E.  Perry  won  the  first  gross  Weight  of 
the  season  prize,  Mr.  Tisshaw  second,  R.  Walker 
third.  Mr.  A.  Stokes  gave  five  good  prizesTvhich  were 
won  by  the  following  :— J.  Stanley,  Tisshaw,  Chambers, 
J.  Walker  and  G.  Bond.  Other  valuable  prizes  were 
also  given,  and  the  meeting  passed  off  very  satisfactorilj\ 
Two  members  made  and  three  prizes  given.— F. 

PlGNATELLI.  t^,     •,  ,i 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E.— At  our  last  Friday's  meeting  it 
was  decided  to  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  Monday, 
June  17,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— 

W.  BeATTIE.  tt     j  i 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred  s  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W.— Messrs.  Willie  Ward  and  J. 
Boreham  were  the  individuals  initiated  in  the 
"  mystery  and  art  "  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  still  we 
have  room  for  more.  Also,  the  committee  have  made 
excellent  arrangements  for  the  supper  and  distribution 

on  May  21.— A.  P.  ■  ,      ^  xr- 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  i<ang- 
street,  Hammersmith.— Members  and  friends  wishing 
to  take  part  in  our  annual  supper  on  May  22  must 
give  their  names  in  not  later  than  May  21.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  during  the  evening  by  Mr.  W.  J 
Bull,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  A.  S.  Brampton,  and 
other  gentlemen.  Members  are  requested  to  give 
iheir  names  in  for  their  privilege  tickets  and  also  to 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  alterations  in 
the  rules  for  the  next  season ;  and  will  members  and 
friends  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  try  to  bring 
them  next  Tuesday  night,  in  order  to  further  supper 
arrangements. — C.  E.  Loch. 

Victoeia  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  May  22 
our  sixth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
Concert  at  9.30,  when  any  angler  will  be  welcome. 
Mr.  P.  G.  Smith,  Crown  and  Sceptre,  Cumberland 
Market,  has  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair.— 
W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  — A  fully  attended 
meeting.  Members,  don't  forget  on  Tuesday,  May  21, 
we  hold  a  special  meeting  to  get  ready  for  our  annual 
dinner  on  the  following  evening.  Mr.  Glass  gave  m 
a  report  of  the  West  London  Angling  Society's 
dinner.  Delegates  gave  in  a  report  from  the  so-called 
meeting  for  anglers'  rights  on  the  Thames,  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  gathering  to  discuss  a  difierent 
matter  altogether.  Accordingly  the  delegates  were 
withdrawn. — W.  L.  K. 

W.ALTHAMSTOW  BBOTHEBS  AnGLING  SOCIETY,  ESSeX 

Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Our  distribution 
of  prizes,  annual  dinner,  and  concert  will  take  place 
on  June  12,  so  shall  be  glad  to  receive  all  prizes  m 
good  time.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  any  member 
at  2s.  6d.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  become  a  member 
for  the  coming  season  can  join  any  Wednesday  from 
8.30  to  10.30.— B.  Howaeth. 

Wenlock  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Eydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.  — Our  prize  distribution  passed  off 
most  satisfactory  on  May  9,  the  following  being  the 
most  successful  winners :  Messrs.  Kenn,  Styman, 
Heir,  Harden  and  F.  Betuex.  Om-  annual  supper  will 
take  'place  on  May  23,  at  the  club-house.  Supper  on 
the  table  at  9  p.m.  sharp.    Concert  to  follow.— H. 

Heib.  r^ 

West  Ham  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind 
our  members  that  our  supper  takes  place  on  Thursday 
next,  May  23.  Tickets  can  be  had  at  the  club  house, 
or  of'  Mr.  Homer,  at  his  shop.  A  match  has  been  pro- 
posed for  June  16,  with  one  rod  only,  at  Hatfield 
Peverel. — R.  Lowthee.  _^ 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  presided  at  our 
twentieth  annual  dinner  on  May  9,  faced  in  the  vice- 
chair  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter  ;  Messrs,  T.  Crumplen  and 
W.  J.  Wade  being  also  present.  The  prizes  won  by 
members  during  the  past  season  were  duly  presented, 
and  a  long  list  of  prizes  were  promised  by  the 
assembled  company  and  several  donations  for  the 
ensuing  season.    No  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday 


next,  as  all  members  are  desired  to  attend  the  compli- 
mentary concert  to  Mr.  W.  Cox.— J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Habt  Angling  Society,  White  Hart 
Tavern,  Tottenham  Hale. — Members  please  note  we 
hold  our  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season  on  Wednesday,  May  22. 
— W.  E.  Bkaumont. 


ST.  IVES  ANdLING  ASSOCIATEON. 


The  annual  members'  dinner  of  the  St.  Ives  and 
District  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  Golden  Lion, 
St.  Ives,  recently.  An  excellent  repast  was  provided 
and  about  forty  were  present.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  the  president  (Mr.  W.  Dendy  Sadler),  supported  by 
the  Mayor  (Mr.  H.  I.  Hankin)  and  the  ex-Mayor  (Mr. 
W.  W.  Warner). 

The  loyal  toasts  having  been  honoured,  and  the 
National  Anthem  sung,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  B.  Collin- 
son)  announced  that  letters  of  apology  had  been 
received  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Dr.  Lamplough, 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Ellesmore,  J.  Noble  (Gravesend),  G.  H. 
Howard  [Fishing  Gazette),  Lindsell,  and  "Old  Izaak  " 
{People).  Mr.  Lambert  Finding,  of  London,  proposed 
the  toast  of  the  "  St.  Ives  and  District  Angling  Society." 
It  needed  no  speech  to  recommend  the  toast  to  them. 
Their  worthy  secretary,  in  his  report,  he  thought,  had 
brought  forth,  as  he  said,  all  the  salient  points.  He 
thought  they  might  congratulate  themselves  upon  the 
result  of  the- fishing  season,  in  landing  a  total  of 
8001b.  He  saw  that  amongst  the  matches  were  those 
with  Huntingdon  and  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials, 
both  of  which  they  lost ;  but  perhaps  the  result  next 
time  would  not  be  the  same.  He  thought  the  most 
important  and  honourable  prize  was  the  Hemingford 
Challenge  Cup,  which  had  been  won  by  Mr.  Collinson. 
The  club  was  fortunate  to  have  a  gentleman  of  Mr. 
Sadler's  calibre  as  president,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
continue  to  act  in  that  capacity.  (Applause.) 

The  chairman  responded  and  said  he  was  pleased  a 
Londoner  had  proposed  the  toast,  because  he  could 
appreciate  what  they  were  doing  for  angling  in  the 
town.  But  would  they  believe  it,  there  was  a  most 
elaborate  bill  printed  and  posted  everywhere  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  tickets  for  that  dinner  had  to 
be  bought  before  May  3,  and  on  that  day  not  one 
application  had  been  received  for  a  ticket?  It  was 
also  stated  that  the  annual  meeting  would  take  place 
on  April  25,  and  only  five  members  turned  up.  He 
did  not  think  that  was  right.  The  people  of  St.  Ives 
did  not  want  the  society  or  they  ought  to  support  it. 
When  he  went  to  London  the  anglers  there  told  him 
that  it  was  second  to  no  country  society.  He  thought 
they  ought  to  he  proud  of  it.  Absolutely  no  interest 
seemed  to  be  taken  in  it.  There  were  a  few  who  did 
their  best,  but  there  was  a  sort  of  lukewarmness  that 
he  did  not  like.  He  thanked  Mr.  Finding  for  what  he 
had  said  about  the  society  and  himself,  and  he  assured 
him  that  he  should  always  do  his  best  for  the  society 
—(applause)— and  he  hoped  the  people  of  St.  lyes 
would  help  them,  if  not  with  prizes  or  money,  with 
their  sympathy.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Warner  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Hon. 
Secretary  "  in  a  most  felicitous  speech. 

Mr.  Collinson  suitably  responded. 

The  chairman  next  proposed  the  health  of  "The 
Mayor'"  who  was  accorded  musical  honours. 

The  company  then  adjomned  to  the  Corn  Exchange, 
where  a  smoking  concert  was  held,  the  following 
taking  part :— Dr.  Bayne  (violin),  Messrs.  H.  S.  Turner, 
A.  Naish,  W.  Ingle,  S.  R.  Sandys,  etc. 

The  report  of  the  hon.  secretary  was  then  circulated, 
and  reflected  great  credit  upon  Mr.  E.  Collinson. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESER- 
VATION SOCIETY. 


In  presenting  ithe  annual  report  for  the  past  year, 
the  committee  much  regret  that  they  have  not  a  more 
favourable  statement  to  make  to  the  members  of  the 
society.  The  long  dry  summer  of  1900  was  most 
unfavourable  for  angling— not  only  in  this  district, 
but  throughout  the  country— and  although  several 
prizes  were  offered  for  competition  none  of  these  were 
taken. 

Everyone  interested  in  angling  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge that  a  society,  such  as  this,  is  a  real  necessity 
where  there  are  waters  to  be  protected  from  the  poacher 
and  unfair  angler,  and  with  this  end  in  view  the 
committee  appeal  for  increased  support  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  the  object  for  which  the  society  was 
formed,  the  preservation  of  the  waters  belonging  to 
the  burgesses  of  Hertford.  Their  work  in  the  past  is 
still  having  good  effect,  as,  from  the  result  of  their 
restocking,  the  waters  have  now  a  larger  number  of 
trout  than  has  been  seen  for  many  years  past ;  and 
with  more  favourable  weather  for  angling,  and  a  better 
volume  of  water,  some  good  results  should  ensue  to 
the  patient  angler.  The  committee  refer  with  regret 
to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  John  Fairall,  hon.  secretary 
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and  treasurer  for  many  years,  and  a  most  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  tho  society.  They  desire  to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  the  excellent  work  done  by  him  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  he  held  office.  Mr.  Henrv  Smith 
has  be  en  appointed  in  his  place.  Honorary  members 
paying  an  annual  subscription  of  6s.  are  entitled  to 
fish  t  he  whole  of  the  society's  waters.  The  subscrip- 
tion for  active  members  residing  in  Hertford  is  now 
reduced  to  2s.  6d.  per  annum, 'payable  in  advance,  and 
entitles  members  to  fish  for  all  prizes  offered.  Tickets, 
and  any  further  information,  can  be  obtained  of  Mr. 
Henry  Smith,  hon. ' secretary  and  treasurer,  at  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Station  Hotel,  Hertford,  the 
headquarters  of  the  society,  where  visitors  can  be 
comfortably  accommodated.  H.  Smith. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

A  REPORT  issued  recently  by  >he  Board  of  Trade 
throws  some  light  on  the  question  whether  the  seas 
round  about  our  coasts  are  being  fished  out.  In  1891 
twelve  million  hundredweight  of  fish,  worth  4:7  024  000 
were  landed  direct  from  British  fishing  waters.'  In 
IJOO  the  amount  had  risen  to  over  fourteen  and  a 
halt  millions,  and  the  value  to  £9,678,000.  There  was 
an  increase  of  nineteen  per  cent,  in  the  quantity  of 
the  fish  and  of  thirty  per  cent,  in  the  value. 


May  18,  1901 

hostelries  along  the  stream  have  replaced  the  old- 
iashioned,  tumble-down  places  which  were  more 
"  pictui'esque  "  than  comfortable,  with  up-to-date  and 
well-appointed  hotels.  There  is  just  the  chance  of 
some  further  stops  being  taken  to  either  restrict  the 
speed  of  river  steamers  or  oblige  them  to  alter  their 
mea,ns  of  propulsion  so  as  to  do  less  damage  to  the 
banks. 


growings  bp  tl}c  ^Bap. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening.  May  20, 
at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican! 
The  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock. 


Fob  many  years  for  London  club  anglers  (and  their 
wives  and  children— in  fact,  anglers  or  no  anglers)  an 
excursion  has  been  run  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley, 
Sussex,  from  London  Bridge  Station,  for  2s.  6d.  return.' 
This  new  season  of  a  new  century  the  price  has  been 
raised  to  3s.  6d.  It  may  be  attributed  to  the  high 
price  of  coal  or  the  coal  tax,  but  whether  or  no"  a 
delightful  outing  is  to  be  had  into  the  country,  and  it 
is  worth  the  money  charged.  Of  course  there  will 
only  be  about  half  the  number  patronise  it,  and 
instead  of  two  trains  going  out  one  will  suffice  •  but 
that  is  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Rail- 
way's business.  I  can  only  say  I  have  had  some  jolly 
outings  to  Pulborough  and  Amberlev,  and  hope  to 
again. 


A  COEEESPONDENX  writes:  "Those  who  incline  to 
entomology,  and  who  wish  to  add  a  few  Holly  Blue 
butterflies  to  their  collections,  will  find  Hampstead  a 
very  happy  hunting-ground  just  now.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week  I  took  a  constitutional  along 
the  Fmchley-road,  in  the  direction  of  Hendon. 
Between  Heath-road,  which  lies  on  the  right  side  of 
the  way,  and  the  next  mile-stone,  I  came  across  at 
least  three  dozen  of  the  Holly  Blues.  Ther  appeared 
to  me  to  confine  their  locality  almost  exclusively  to 
the  garden  of  Helens  Lea,  in  which  are  a  number  of 
well-grown  holly  trees,  on  which,  I  suppose,  the 
caterpillars  feed.  In  the  people's  new  acquisition  at 
Golder  s  Green  the  men  on  duty  told  me  all  they  had 
seen  were  a  few  whites.  Strange  to  say,  while  I  was 
talking  to  one  of  the  keepers,  who  appeared  interested 
m  the  question  of  butterflies,  two  Holly  Blues  flew 
across.  I  have  known  Hampstead  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  in  that  time  I  think  I  have  caught  most  o"f 
the  msects  credited  to  the  neighbourhood,  but  it  is 
the  first  time  on  which  I  have  seen  the  Holly  Blue 
there." 


OUR  FM,  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


I  HEAR  from  Mrs.  Eldridge,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Hotel,  Goswell-road,  E.C.,  that  the  tickets  are  now 
available  to  Pittleworth.  This  is  a  very  picturesque 
spot,  which  otters  good  fishing  if  one  has  the  good 
fortune  to  be  I'ami  dc  la  moison  of  one  of  the  riparians 
on  the  Rother,  but  which,  apart  from  that,  gives  the 
tourist  some  of  the  prettiest  pictures  in  the  beautiful 
county  of  Sussex.  To  the  botanist  and  the  entomolo- 
gist Fittleworth  is  a  perfect  Eldorado,  while  to  the 
archajologist  it  ofiers  numerous  attractions.  Even 
at  an  advance  of  a  shilling  the  Pulborougli  and  Am- 
berley-cum- Fittleworth  trip  cannot  be  called  a  wanton 
waste  of  one's  "  earned  "  increment. 


Mrs.  Eldridgk  writes  to  tell  that  her  son  Charles 
who  is  only  twelve  years  of  age,  is  a  "chip  of  the  old 
block."  Last  week  Eldridge,  jun.,  went  down  into 
Sussex  with  our  old  friend  "  Sparrow,"  who  is  not 
unknown  to  fame  as  a  taxidermist,  and  between  them 
caught  six-and-a-half  brace  of  trout.  Whether  the 
majority  of  the  crumbs  fell  to  the  "  Sparrow  "  or  to 
the  fledgeling  deponent  sayeth  not,  but  at  all  events 
the  latter  landed  one  of  lib.  Joz.  to  his  own  rod,  and 
did  not  fall  in.  For  an  ordinary  fario,  resident  from 
his  nativity  to  his  decease,  this  is  not  a  bad  specimen 


The  Epsom  anglers  will  have  their  annual  dinner  at 
the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening.  May  21. 
The  stewards  are  exerting  themselves  to  make  the 
evening  an  enjoyable  one ;  and  as  on  many  occasions 
I  have  had  "  special  "  soup  made  for  me  in  the  "  town 
of  salts,"  I  can  promise  all  who  may  be  able  to  attend 
a  "  high  old  time."  Last  train  in  at  Waterloo  12.10; 
and  then — home  ! 


.Job  Brain,  jun.,  writes  to  inform  us  that  "It  is 
proposed  to  get  up  a  subscription  for  the  widow  and 
children  of  Henry  Mansell,  deceased.  He  was  a  well- 
known  and  respected  Thames  waterman,  a  man  always 
ready  to  assist  others  as  far  as  his  means  would  permit, 
and  one  who  had  by  upright  dealing  obtained  the 
respect  of  his  many  customers.  The  following  have 
pledged  themselves  to  assist  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability  in  furthering  the  object  of  this  appeal.  Com- 
mittee— A.  Redknap,  E.  Howard,  jun.,  G.  Messum  T 
Young,  H.  Gillespie,  G.  Piatt,  and  A.  Sullivan.  Hon. 
treasurer— H.  Bayley,  Waterman's  Arms,  Richmond. 
Hon.  secretary— J.  Brain,  jun.,  Richmond.  All 
lists,  with  amounts  subscribed,  to  be  handed  over  to 
the  hon.  treasurer  on  or  before  June  30,  1901.  Mr. 
Vizer,  of  the  White  Cross  Hotel,  has  kindly  consented 
to  act  as  auditor." 


Mr.  E.  B.  Barber. 

Me.  E.  B.  Barber  is  one  of  the  keenest  of  New- 
market anglers,  and  has  for  some  years  been  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society.  He 
frequently  visits  other  waters  in  East  Anglia,  but  his 
largest  catches  have  been  made  in  the  well-stocked 
waters  of  the  Lark.  For  two  successive  years  he  has 
held  the  record  for  the  largest  catch  of  roach  and  dace 
m  the  Lark.  In  August,  1899,  in  company  with 
Messrs.  Redgrave  and  R.  JefEery,  he  landed,  at  West 
Row  Staunch,  in  one  afternoon,  401b.  of  capital  fish, 
principally  roach;  and  in  the  following  year,  with 
Messrs.  G.  Waters  and  James  Jeftery,  he  captured 
between  2  p.m.  and  6  p.m.,  113  roach  and  dace  which 
scaled  521b.  Boiled  wheat  was  the  bait  used  on  both 
occasions.  Mr.  Barber  is  Second-Lieutenant  of  the 
Newmarket  Jockey  Club  Owners'  and  Trainers'  Fire 
Brigade,  which  is  commanded  by  Mr.  William  Hewlett, 
the  well-known  Newmarket  naturalist,  and  is  shown 
in  the  portrait,  which  appears  above,  in  the  uniform 
of  the  brigade. 


"  So  far  as  I  know,"  says  Mr.  W.  Hewlett,  "  only 
two  small  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Lark  since 
Monday  last  (13th),  one  a  nice  fish  of  over  41b.  from 
the  West  Row  Staunch,  and  a  smaller  one  from  '  Jack 
Tree.'  The  remains  of  a  good  fish  was  found  on  the 
bank  near  Mildenhall,  which  I  should  say  was  killed 
by  otters." 


Last  week  I  mentioned  the  capture  of  a  "fluke," 
and  tried  to  find  out  what  it  really  was.  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod,  one  of  the  best  anglers  in  Scotland  (or  any- 
where else),  solves  the  mystery  in  the  correspondence 
columns.  I  have  had  a  "  dab  "  more  than  once ;  also 
"floimdered";  and,  at  billiards,  several  "flukes"— 
but  not  with  the  fly. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preserva- 
tion Society,  says  the  Nwfolk  Standard,  suggests  a 
query  as  to  what  our  waterways  may  become  in  future. 
A  great  deal  has  been  effected  with  regard  to  them! 
The  poacher  has  been  literally  driven  out  of  the  field 
—off  the  stream  would  perhaps  be  a  more  fitting 
simile.  Steps  have  been  taken  here,  there,  and  in 
other  places  to  keep  deleterious  matter  out  of  the 
water,  and  so  further  encourage  the  breeding  of  fish. 
The  County  Council  and  the  Town  Council  of  Norwich 
have  united  in  obtaining  an  order  which  gives  a 
certain  security  to  the  wild  birds  which  haunt  the 
rands  and  the  reed-bushes.     The  owners  of  the 


What  more  remains  to  be  done  ?  Dare  we  think 
that  in  this  new  century  some  enlightened  authority 
vvill  arise  which  shall  secure  for  us  a  good  deep  water 
channel  all  the  way  to  Yarmouth,  and  which  shall 
undertake  the  dredging  of  Breydon,  at  least  to  such  an 
extent  as  shall  obviate  altogether  the  chance  of  flooded 
marshes?  Surely,  before  very  long  Yarmouth  will 
take  its  sewerage  in  hand  and  remove  a  source  of 
fearful  pollution  and  frequent  nuisance  from  the 
harbour.  When  all  this  is  done,  and  the  Wensum 
runs  sparkling  and  pure  from  the  city  to  the  sea,  we 
shall  have  the  trout  back  at  the  New  Mills  basin,  and 
the  angler  will  be  the  best  envied  man  of  all  the 
community. 

The  "William  Black  Memorial  Beacon,"  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Mull,  was  lit  on  Monday  afternoon, 

Highland  seas  for 

the  first  time.     There  was  no  ceremony,  but  the 
A°  u^'*^^  lines  were  written  for  the  occasion  by  Lord 
Archibald  Campbell,  and  dedicated  to  the  daughters  of 
William  Black :— 
Here,  'mid  the  splendour  of  the  dying  day — 
We  consecrate  this  Light— in  Love's  own  way, 

In  silence  all. 
It  is  in  silence  that  the  day  is  born. 

It  is  in  silence  that  the  day — well  worn  

Sinks  into  night ; 
Is't  not  in  silence  that  deep  love  is  born? 
It  is  in  silence  that  deep  grief  is  borne — 
In  silence  all. 


The  Royal  Aquariam  programme  will  be  enhanced 
on  Monday  (May  20)  by  the  inclusion  of  several  new 
"  turns."  The  Sisters  Marguerita,  singers  and  dancers, 
the  Dunedins,  Australian  bicyclists,  and  Professor 
Wmn  with  his  famous  Parisian  marionettes  in  an 
entertaining  pantomime,  are  among  the  new  comers. 
The  combined  entertainments  are  most  attractive  and 
should  draw  audiences  in  the  most  hot  weather  as  tho 
large  establishment  is  well  ventilated  and  conse- 
(luently  cool  in  the  hottest  weather. 


At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Thames 
Restocking  Association,  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant  on 
Wednesday  evening.  May  15,  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected.  Dr.  Brownfield  Batcman 
was  unanimously  re-elected  president. 


When  the  north  wind  doth  blow 

We  shall  have  snow. 
And  what  will  the  samlets  do  then  ?    poor  things  t 

They'll  find  a  nice  spot 
.  That  is  warm— not  too  hot 

There  they'll  stop— all  the  lot.    So  they  will,  poor 
things!  ^ 

But  other  winds  blow, 

And  the  time  comes  to  go, 
And  what  will  the  samlets  do  then,  poor  things? 

Of  course,  they'll  make  tracks. 

But,  alas  I  and  alacks  I 
They'll  wind  up  on  their  backs.    So  they  will,  poor 
things  I 

When  the  coarse  fisher  goes 

To  a  place  that  he  knows. 
What  in  the  world  will  he  do,  poor  thing? 

He'll  get  hooked  in  a  jack. 

Get  it  out,  and  look  black, 
And  then,  put  it  back,  perhaps,  poor  thing  I 

— MOSNAR. 

A  YOUNG  man,  known  to  be  passionately  addicted  to 
angling,  entered  the  private  office  of  his  employer, 
and  said  :  "  My  sister  is  going  to  be  married.  Sir,  and 

I  should  like  to  "    "Just  so.    Well,  I  don't  see 

any  objection  to  your  sister's  marriage  now  and  then, 
only  you  might  bring  me  a  fish,  you  know." 


At  a  recent  Assize  in  Lancashire,  a  noted  K.C.  was 
trying  to  shake  the  evidence  of  a  witness.  At  last  he 
asked,  "  Why  do  you  go  to  this  place  so  often  ?  "  The 
answer  was,  "  I  go  angling."  The  learned  K.C.  was 
winking  as  only  learned  men  can  do,  and  you  could 
see  he  was  going  to  have  a  good  innings  at  somebody's 
cost.  With  an  angler's  innocence  the  witness  turned 
to  the  judge  and  said,  "  My  lord,  I  hope  the  gentlemen 
of  the  jury  will  not  discount  my  evidence  on  that 
account."  The  judge  laughed,  the  jury  laughed,  the 
K.C.  did  not,  but  promptly  sat  down,  no  doubt  feeling 
he  had  risen  the  wrong  fish.  Dragnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Provitieial  flflgllflg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  proposed  "Anglers'  Guide  Book"  for  the  Bir- 
mingham and  District  Angling  Association  will  take 
some  length  of  time  to  arrange  if  it  is  Jio  contain 
all  that  is  required  by  the  delegates.  Not  only  this, 
it  will  entail  a  large  expense,  and  1  understand 
that  the  printers  will  not  take  the  work  in  hand  unless 
some  kind  of  guarantee  is  given  by  the  association. 
This  is  a  matter  that  will  have  to  be  considered  at  the 
next  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  that  will  be 
held  on  the  second  Thursday  in  June  next.  The  St. 
Stephen's  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  concert 
on  Tuesday  evening  (May  14)  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Snow-hill.  The  affair  was  a  decided  success,  as  over 
four  hundred  tickets  were  sold.  The  talent  was  of 
the  best  description,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  Mr. 
Martin  and  his  committee  for  the  way  in  which  they 
worked  to  bring  the  concert  to  such  a  financial 
success.  The  club  intend  building  a  spacious  hut  on 
the  banks  of  their  Luddington  water.  Several  of  our 
clubs  are  making  arrangements  for  holding  bye-contests 
as  soon  as  the  season  opens.  The  Lamp  Society  hold 
a  contest  at  Alrewas  on  June  23  next  under  the  asso- 
ciation rules.  The  Aston  Park  Club  fish  a  contest  on 
J une  16  ;  the  water  to  be  fished  has  not  yet 
been  decided  upon.  The  Salmon  Society  fish  a  bye- 
contest  on  June  16  at  Lichfield.  The  Eose  and  Crown 
and  All  Saints'  clubs  have  made  arrangements  to  fish 
their  opening  contests  at  Kemsey.  Speaking  of  the 
latter  place,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Harris  that  he 
hopes  that  the  clubs  will  arrange  their  dates  towards 
the  end  of  July,  so  that  the  mowing  grass  can  be  cut, 
as  by  having  contests  before  this  is  done  much 
damage  may  be  done  to  the  crops,  and  the  farmers 
may  have  something  to  say  in  the  matter.  The 
later  the  contests  are  at  Kemsey  the  better  will  be 
the  results,  as  all  the  good  catches  of  fish  have 
been  made  in  the  autumn.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
improving  during  the  past  week  ;  several  fish  up  to 
lib.  in  weight  have  been  taken  at  Arley  and  up  above 
the  ford  at  Hampton  Lode.  Some  of  our  members 
have  had  good  sport  on  the  private  waters  with  the 
fly,  the  best  killing  being  the  Red  Palmer.  A  trout 
weighing  about  31b.  was  taken  from  the  Severn  at 
Bridgnorth  ;  it  was  taken  with  the  spinning  minnow. 
The  Severn  is  now  in  excellent  order  for  trout  fishing, 
and  as  the  fish  are  now  on  the  rise,  anglers  should  not 
miss  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Hampton  Lode 
district. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  all  in  first 
class  condition  for  trout  fishing  either  with  fly  or 
mirinow,  but  cold  north-easterly  winds  have  been  much 
against  the  fly  :flsher's  success  during  the  past  week  ; 
yet  there  is  a  good  hatch  out  of  flies,  and  with  warmer 
winds  sport  should  be  good  during  next  week.  A  few 
nice  fish  have  been  taken  above  Hempholme 
with  swimming  the  maggot,  and  good  fish 
have  been  met  with  by  using  worms  in  the  tidal 
waters ;  in  the  lower  waters  at  Grovehill,  Minto 
Platts,  Wawne  and  Cicey  some  nice  catches  of  fiounders 
are  being  made.  The  Central  Hull  Angling  Associa- 
tion opened  their  season  by  holding  a  match  on  Minto 
Platts  and  had  some  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  J.  Simmonds 
taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  15|oz.  ;  other 
anglers  had  fair  catches,  Mr.  A.  Attwood  having 
lib.  lajoz.,  Mr.  Fred  Waites  lib.  lljoz.,  Mr.  R.  Jame- 
son lib.  lOfoz.,  and  Mr.  G.  Wardell  lib.  lOoz.  At 
the  Globe  Angling  Association  Open  Match  at  Dunswell 
on  Saturday  last  a  fair  lot  of  fish  were  caught  amongst 
the  two  hundred  and  fifty  anglers  that  assembled  from 
Hull  and  Beverley  to  compete  for  the  prizes  offered. 
The  next  big  event  on  the  river  will  take  place  at 
Weel  Ferry,  on  Figham  side,  on  the  27th. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

In  all  probability  the  annual  All-England  match, 
promoted  by  the  Wigan  Amalgamated  Anglers,  will  be 
fished  at  Leigh  on  June  29,  £10  being  offered  in  prizes. 
— Not  much  news  is  to  hand  from  Warrington,  as  the 
anglers  of  that  town  appear  to  be  reserving  themselves 
for  Whit  week.  Prospects  of  good  fishing  in  club 
waters  are  satisfactory  if  judged  by  reports.  Our  rivers 
are  reported  as  yielding  indifferent  sport.  The  Ribble 
is  low  and  sport  only  moderate;  owing  to  the  cold 
evenings  the  rise  is  not  so  good  as  usual.  Decent 
fishing  in  the  Wyre  is  confined  to  the  districts  of 
St.  Michael's  and  Cartford.  The  best  results  have  been 
obtained  with  the  worm  and  maggot,  although  the  Red 
Spinner  and  Greenwell's  Glory  have  killed  a  few  fish. 
The  Lune  and  its  tributaries  are  said  to  be  greatly 
improved  except  the  lower  reaches.  In  the  Sedbergh 
and  Tebay  districts  the  creeper  has  secured  baskets  up  to 
eight  brace.  One  or  two  good  catches  are  reported  from 
the  Wenning  which  include  one  fish  of  well  over  21b. 
Great  preparations  are  being  made  throughout  this 
county  for  Whit  week.   There  is  sure  to  be  a  big  turn- 


out from  Bolton  to  dispose  of  their  annual  match. 
Several  matches  arc  also  arranged  from  the  Oldham 
district  and  from  Liverpool.  In  the  latter  the  various 
organisations  continue  very  busy.  Two  novices  from 
this  county,  during  a  cycling  trip  in  Ireland,  borrowed 
some  tackle  and  went  trout  fishing,  and  to  their  great 
surprise  each  got  a  salmon. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

A  glorious  rain,  lasting  for  several  hours,  fell  last 
week,  and  the  prospects  of  bottom  fishing  were  tem- 
porarily improved.  By  swimming  the  maggot  and 
worm  up-stream,  some  anglers  were  successful  in 
getting  a  few  brace  of  trout,  but  the  sport  was  con- 
siderably hampered  by  the  continued  cold  weater. 
The  fly  has  utterly  failed  to  produce  any  noteworthy 
takes,  and  little  will  be  done  in  this  direction  until 
we  get  some  warmer  weather.  The  Buckinghamshire 
otter  hounds  have  had  another  spell  of  successful 
sport  in  the  waters  around  Stamford.  Working  along 
the  Welland  from  Tallington  on  Saturday  (May  11), 
they  did  nothing  noteworthy  up  to  Deeping,  but,  on 
returning,  they  had  an  exciting  hunt  of  three  hours, 
and  killed  a  bitch  otter,  near  Uffington,  weighing  about 
241b.  On  Monday  they  did  little  on  the  Gwash  after 
meeting  at  Tickencote,  but  they  had  a  good  hunt  on 
Tuesday,  and  killed  a  fine  dog  weighing  261b.,  after 
working  two  hours  and  ten  minutes  towards  Tinwell. 

FROM  MANCHESTER 

The  Star  Anglers,  Hulme,  held  their  second 
meeting  on  Monday  last,  when  seven  members  were 
added  to  the  roll.  Progress  was  reported  in  the 
compiling  of  rules,  and  it  is  intended  to  further  deal 
with  this  item  at  the  next  meeting  on  the  21st. 
The  Gorton  Angling  Society  have  just  wound  up 
the  winter  season  with  a  social  evening.  The 
attendance  was  an  exceptionally  good  one.  Next 
Monday  a  special  meeting  is  called  to  arrange  for 
the  opening  match,  and  the  secretary  asks  for  a 
good  muster.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  have 
decided  to  open  their  season  at  'Torksey  on  July  14. 
With  the  near  approach  of  the  annual  popular  holiday, 
Whitsuntide,  a  lot  of  locals  have  been  wanting  to 
know  if  waters  under  the  care  of  our  local  associations 
would  be  open  for  Whit  week.  From  report,  it  seems 
many  will  be  open  for  the  season  from  May  25  ;  others 
will  be  open  for  the  week,  and  then-  closed  again 
until  June  16.  This  remark  applies  principally 
to  club  waters.  Our  city  association  has  decided 
to  open  all  their  waters,  and  not  as  originally 
suggested  the  canals  only.  Whether  the  Worsley 
Canal  will  be  opened  remains  to  be  seen,  no  announce- 
ment as  yet  being  made.  The  BoUin  this  week  is 
reported  as  getting  very  low.  Last  week  end  several 
good  fish  were  taken  with  both  worm  and  maggot, 
and  a  few  with  spinning  the  Devon. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  reached  a  very  low  level,  and 
thousands  of  coarse  fish  may  now  be  seen  on  the 
spawning  beds.  They  have  increased  in  numbers 
with  the  advent  of  the  hot  weather.  Members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have  been  strolling 
about  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow,  and  a  few 
have  turned  their  attention  to  trouting,  though  none 
of  the  fish  landed  are  allowed  to  be  retained. 
Salmon  fishing  has  again  resulted  in  failure,  and  if  fish 
have  ascended  they  must  have  pushed  upwards  for  the 
Dove.  None,  at  all  events,  have  fallen  to  the  rod  in 
our  district.  Trout  enthusiasts  have  patronised  the 
Derbyshire  Derwent,  the  Greet,  and  the  Dover 
Beck,  and  some  fine  specimens  have  been  creeled. 
Amongst  others  enjoying  sport,  mention  may  be 
made  of  Mr.  Geo.  Clarke,  Mr.  W.  Foulds,  Mr. 
W.  Rayson  and'  Mr.  W.  Stansfield.  There  is  little 
news  forthcoming  from  the  clubs,  the  members 
of  which  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  opening  out  of 
the  ordinary  season.  'This  promises  to  be  a  good  one, 
for  coarse  fish  seem  to  be  plentiful  on  most  reaches  of 
the  Trent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  rains  of  last  week  the  rivers  have  been 
running  low  and  clear,  and  fishing  prospects  have  not 
brightened  with  the  succession  of  dry  sunny  days  and 
the  wind  north-easterly.  The  chilly  air,  more  especi- 
ally after  sundown,  hinders  the  hatching  out  of 
natural  flies.  Very  few  flies  indeed  appear  to  have 
been  met  with,  and  most  anglers  have  had  to  turn 
to  other  lures,  the  natural  minnow  being  favoured. 
May  is  usually  an  encouraging  month  for  seekers  after 
trout,  and  Yorkshire  affords  excellent  sport.  So  far 
this  season  there  has  been  but  moderate  enjoyment, 
although  the  more  ardent  trout  fishers  are  plying  their 
rods  in  earnest.  The  recent  showers  did  not  per- 
ceptibly affect  the  rivers,  but  the  break  up  of 
the  anticyclonic  system,  which  weatherwise  folk 
have  been  prophesying,  should  bring  more  copious 
rains.  Some  anglers  m  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Swale  do  not  seem  to  have  done  badlj',  several 
Richmondites  having  taken  from  thirty  to  forty  trout 
in  an  outing,  though  most  of  the  fish  were  rather 
small. 


ilofcs'from  tf)c  iTorf^. 


In  spite  of  grand  waters  and  plentifully  stocked 
pools,  on  the  upper  and  middle  roaches,  at  least,  sport 
has  been  exceedingly  slack  during  the  past  week  owing 
to  the  diurnal  presence  of  thunder. 


Small  double  irons  are  now  the  order  of  the  day  for 
trouting,  although  large  salmon  flics  are  still  being 
used. 


I  saw  that  genial  angler,  jNIr.  S.  W.  Scarlc,  and  his 
nephew,  Mr.  Bell,  off  up  Deeside  on  Monday  (May  13) 
for  a  few  weeks'  salmon  angling  at  Kincardine  O'Neil. 
He  said  he  thought  at  one  time  of  taking  the  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  along  with  him,  but  when  he 
went  to  St.  Dunstan's  in  search  of  him  he  found  ho 
was  off  to  the  Tweed.  However,  we  live  in  hopes. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Dee  just  now. 


Messrs.  Harper,  Ballater,  have  issued  a  guide  to  the 
Deeside  Highlands,  with  tists  of  summer  quarters, 
and  any  who  may  have  ulterior  designs  on  those  parts 
could  not  do  better  than  write  for  a  copy  from  the 
Sportsman's  Depot,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  and 
enclose  6^d.  in  stamps. 


Huntly,  on  the  Deveron,  is  yielding  some  grand 
salmon  sport  just  now,  while  baskets  of  trout  up  to 
101b.  are  being  got  freely.  It  can  bo  fished  for  a 
nominal  charge,  and  the  hotel  rates  arc  of  the  lowest. 


Sir  Edward  Grey,  M.P.,  had  the  Conon  water,  Ross- 
shire,  for  two  months  this  spring,  and  did  remarkably 
well.  He  bought  up  the  nets  during  the  currency  of 
his  lease,  and  so  improved  his  chances  of  sport 
fourfold. 


The  Conon  fish  are  not  large  but  arc  game,  and  in 
this  respect  much  resemble  the  Dee  fish,  which  usually 
scale  about  about  81b.  The  Conon  is  one  of  our  newest 
salmon  streams,  having  been  almost  entirely  reclaimed 
through  artificial  propagation. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  got  at  Huntly  last 
week,  and  weighed  3Jlb.  Several  have  been  got  on  the 
east  coast  nets  at  the  mouths  of  the  Dee,  Don,  and 
Deveron,  but  this  is  the  first  that  has  been  caught  to 
the  rod. 


Mr.  Gregor,  Invercauld  Arms,  Bracmar,  was  enter- 
tained to  dinner  on  Friday  evening  (May  10)  in  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  by  a  number  of  his  patrons 
who  have,  from  time  to  time,  experienced  much  atten- 
tion and  many  kindnesses  at  the  hands  of  the  popular 
and  genial  host  and  hostess  of  the  Invarcauld. 


There  were  large  supplies  of  salmon  in  the  Aberdeen 
Market  last  week,  and  the  fears  that  the  second  spring 
migration  had  "  stopped  short "  have  been  agreeably 
dispelled. 


"  Sam  Slick  "  is  a  favourite  fancy  on  Loch  Levcn. 
Sam  is  just  a  March  Brown  with  a  mottled  hen  wing 
and  a  yellow  tag,  if  I  remember  rightly,  and  a  deadly 
killer  anywhere  in  the  earlier  months. 


The  "Terror,"  the  "Demon,"  and  such  like  have 
been  doing  terrible  execution  this  spring  among  tho 
sea  trout  and  finnock  on  the  tidal  waters.  A  new  fly 
has  come  out  on  the  Findhorn,  but  I  have  only  heard 
of  its  wondrous  powers.  When  I  see  it  the  world  at 
large  will  get  the  benefit.  A  friend  has  promised  an 
early  edition. 


Lord  Suffolk  arrived  last  week  at  Grandholm  House 
for  a  few  weeks'  angling  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinckman. 


The  future  possession  of  Balmoral  is  now  no  longer 
a  matter  of  speculation.  It  was  up  in  Westminster 
last  week.  After  the  demise  of  the  late  Queen,  and 
when  the  London  and  provincial  Press  (including  the 
Manchester  Giiai  dian)  were  distributing  her  goods  and 
chattels,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  this  column,  foretold 
the  future  of  Balmoral,  which  has  now  been  confirmed. 
Our  information  was  no  wild  guess,  but  for  the  nonce 
the  secret  of  this  and  many  other  little  gossipy 
matters  lies  with  Special  Scotch. 


HOLLOWAYS  OIXTSXENT  AND  PILLS.  Inrlisput.il.Ie 
remedies.  In  the  use  of  these  medicaments  there  need  lie  no 
hesitation  or  doubt  of  their  cooling,  healing,  and  purilyinj; 
properties.  The  Ointment  stands  unrivalleil  in  relievirg, 
healing,  and  thoroughl.v  cuung  the  most  inveterate  sores  and 
ulcers,  and  in  cases  of  bad  legs  and  bad  breasts  they  act  as  a 
charm.  The  Pills  are  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  cure  of 
liver  complaints,  which  derange  all  the  proper  functions  of  the 
organs  affected,  inducing  restlessness,  melancholy,  weariness, 
inability  to  sleep,  pain  in  the  side,  etc.  These  wonderful  Pills, 
if  taken  according  to  the  printed  directions  accompanying  each 
box,  strike  at  the  root  of  the  malady  and  stimulate  the  stomach 
and  liver  into  a  healthy  action. 
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OGDEN 


SCOTFORD 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Anglers'  Rod  Makers  and  Fly  Dressers. 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF  THE  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  TROUT  RODS,  2h. 

BUILT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS  WITH  AND  WITHOUT  STEEL  CENTRES 

IN    GREAT  VARIETY. 


ALCOM  &  CO. 

(Late  19,  LEICESTEB  SQUARE). 

IN^  EXTORS  OF  THE 

"FEATHERWEIGHT" 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 

18/6  ;  over  32  ins.,  21/- 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

FISHING  STOCKINGS, 

25/-  ' 

TANNED  ANGOLA 

COMBINATION  BOOTS, 

57/6 


3,  GREEN  ST,  LEICESTER  SQUARE 


((■LOSE  TO  ClIARrXC  CRO.SSl. 


KEATINC'S 
_POWDER 


151  LIS 


TINS    3°_6°i  I! 

THE  NLW  BELLOWS  9. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  ; 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&e. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Prices 


Application  . 


FLIES  ■  doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12..  6d. 
LONDON:    SAMPSON   LOW,    MARSTON    &   COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

i'or  Fishine-  in  the  Avon  or  Stour 

SHOULD  ADVEItTISB  IN  * 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorsei. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Address:  "Observer"  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOIVIIVIODATION, 

For  Fishine  the  Derbyshire  Streams. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Chan/es  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 
ist  OCTOBER  to  3'st  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


A   CHARMXNC   GIFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  B.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"       Henry  Ponsonby  is  commanded 
^nn^  by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 

f"''    ""^y  of  his  Handbook." 
'"^SB^.     "Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for.  '—British  Weekly.    "  Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary guides."— iojidon  Daily  Chronicle. 

"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-T/w  Times. 
Every  Visitor  to  London  (and  Resident)  should 
use 

LONDON  ^aro^' 
and 

ENVIRONS.    60  lUnstrations. 

'Most  emphatically  tops  them  a.U."— Daily 
Graphic. 

Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co. 
London  :  Siju'kin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  'iBournemouth,  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay, 
Bettwsycoed,  Llangollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Bar- 
moutli,  Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye 
Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Norfolk  Broads,  Channel 
Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use  Darling- 
ton's Handbooks,  Is.  each.  Lists  post  free— 
DARLINGTON  &  CO.,  Llangollen. 

London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
PHOTOGRAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is., 
Is.  6d.,  and  2s.    Complete  List  post  free. 
DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 


■  Wanted  "  advta. 
Address ; 


18  words.  M. ;  SO  words,  prepaid. 
News  Office.  Ashbourne 


JVOjr  READY. 
Royal  8vo.,  sewed,  interleaved  with  ruled  paper. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING  net. 


A  LIST   OF  BOOKS 

relating  to 


FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SIMTI.F.MENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHEGA  PISGATORIA 

OF 

T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL 
PUBLISHED   IN  1883. 
Tills  l^iat    hicliide.s    Worl{,s  j>tihli.s/>e<1 
fietireen  1883  finrf  1900,  and  some  oliler 
Hooks  not   inentioited  in  the  "JSiblio- 
theca  I'tscatoria." 


London:  SAMPSONLOW,  MARSTON  ACo-jI-TD- 


Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d. 


The  Lightest  Bods  In  use.     Weight  8  oz.  to  10  oz. 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

For 
Cash  only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  bo.x,  carriage,  id.  Balanced 

handle,  Is.  extra. 
"Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.    Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIQKT  ROACH  ROD,  3-joint, 
balance  handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting  and  bag,  about 
12oz.  Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d.  ;  101ft.,  6s.  id. ;  lift., 
5s.  lOd.  ;  carriage,  id. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  iiuality,  201n.,  3s.  6(f. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d.  ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 

33  O  O  T  ZX, 

Fishing  Roci  Maker*  Gut  Merchant 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "Aerial" 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon  "  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the 
author  of  that  valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 
"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fish 
Angling  :  How  to  Catch  Fish."  Price  of  this. 
Is.  2d. ,  postage  free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels :  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  15s.  ;  Slin.  do.,  16s.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  iiin. 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in.,  14s.  6d.  , 
4iin.,  16s.  dd.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

aXTIDE  TO  THE  RIVER  DART.  With 

Map  and  Illustrations.   6d.,  by  post  7d. 
BERRY  POMEROY  CASTLE:  a  Thril- 
ling Novel.  By  Edward  Montague,  is., 
by  post  Is.  3d. 
HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  BERRY 
CASTLE.    Illustrated.   6d.,  by  post  7d. 
ALBUM   OP  THE   RIVER  DART, 
TOTNES,  AND  BERRY  CASTLE. 
Twenty-four  charming  Views  of  the  English 
Rhine  district  from  photographs.   6d.,  by 
post  7d. 

DARTMOOR  AND  ITS  SURROUND- 
INGS. Map  and  Illustrations.  With 
article  on  Dartmoor  A  ngling.  6d. ,  by  post  8d. 
WESTERN  (iUARDlAN.  Published  Wed- 
nesdays and  Thursdays. 


TOTNES  TIMES. 
Saturday. 


Friday  evening  for 


POBLISHERS  :  MORTIMER  BROS.,  TOTNES. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.  Repairs  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.  Dealers  in  Coarse 
Kish.    List  on  application. 


Established  1837. 
New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  Ac.  Every  nunil)er  of  "The  Pub- 
lishers' Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  \id.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
;iving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  he  had 
3y  sending  a  post-card  reqiiest  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
)rietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan's 
louse.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  (Jtdiuary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  15,  Mr.  S.  Tucker  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. The  hon.  secretary  read  reports  from  the 
society's  agents  at  Aberffraw  (Anglesey),  Deal,  East 
bourne,  Penzance,  Southwick,  and  Southend-on-Sea  ; 
also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodfield,  reporting  having 
taken  one  hundred  fish,  principally  pouting  (running 
rather  small),  one  plaice,  and  a  few  dabs  while  fishmg 
off  Shakespeare  Clifi,  Dover,  on  May  6.  Mr.  Graham 
reported  having  been  fishing  at  Southend  (off  the  first 
pavilion)  on  May  11,  taking  ten  or  eleven  very  fair 
flounders.  Mr.  Tucker  said  he  had  seen  a  nice  eel  of 
about  l^lb.,  and  five  nice  plaice  taken  from  Southend 
Pier,  and  had  also  heard  that  fair  catches  are  being 
had  at  Leigh-on-Sea.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  and  the  usual  toast,  "  The  Society," 
closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Pattebson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  the  time  was  pleasantly 
passed  away,  chiefly  by  a  reading  from  Mr.  Eldred, 
or  the  first  part  of  a  reading,  "  The  Log  of  the  Lugger" 
This  was  a  series  of  records  humouroiisly  written  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  of  day's  outings  by  parties  of  the 
members  from  time  to  time  in  the  society's  boat  now 
at  Leigh.  There  were  a  great  variety  of  experiences, 
fortunate  and  otherwise,  doings  at  friendly  rivalry 
related,  and  the  takes  of  fish  and  the  absence  of 
takes  of  fish  provided  much  entertainment  in 
the  quoting.  Going  over  old  familiar  ground 
and  the,  mention  of  old  friends  afforded  pleasant 
reminiscences.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  —  always  jovial- 
occupied  the  chair  during  the  evening  ;  one  gentleman 
was  nominated  for  membership.  Many  members  have 
been  down  to  Chesham  dming  the  week.  Mr.  G.  L. 
Gill  captured  five  trout  and  Mr.  Eldred  three,  all  of 
these  being  returned.  Mr.  Emery  took  three  nice  fish. 
These  are  the  only  reports  of  success  to  hand,  though 
I  have  no  doubt  numbers  of  fish  have  been  captured. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  most  members  do  not 
always  take  the  trouble  to  report  their  experiences,  as 
the  yield  of  the  water  cannot  be  properly  ascertained. 
On  Tuesday  next  (May  21),  Mr.  James  Tayler  will  read 
a  paper  on  "  Fly  Casting."  I  hope  this  subject  at  this 
season  will  cause  an  unusually  good  attendance.  The 
view  of  the  meeting  will  very  likely  be  asked  for  as  to 
the  taking  of  new  coarse  fishing  which  has  been  offered 
the  society.  J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Dr.  p.  D.  Head  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
but  no  successful  angling  experiences  were  related. 
A  quantity  of  May  Fly  eggs  will  shortly  be  placed  in 
the  Uxbridge  water  by  way  of  experiment. 

M.  G.  E.  DB  C. 


LIVER  FLY  FISHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  general  bi-monthly  meeting  held  on  May  14, 
at  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Hotel,  163,  Duke-street, 
Liverpool,  some  interesting  information  was  given 
regarding  private  waters  which  the  association  may 
acquire.  A  detailed  report,  with  r&ference  to  a  stretch 
of  River,  four  miles  in  length,  was  placed  before  the 
meeting  and  resulted  in  a  deputation  being  formed  to 
.inspect  same  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Other 
waters  are  being  viewed,  so  that  the  next  meeting 
may  be  looked  forward  to  with  great  interest.  As  the 
majority  of  our  members  will  be  following  their 
favourite  sport  during  the  greater  portion  of  Whitsun- 
tide week  it  was  unanimously  arranged  that  the  next 
general  meeting  should  take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  4, 
in  place  of  May  28,  as  in  accordance  with  rules. 

"  March  Bbown." 


GREENWICH  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

OuE  annual  dinner  took  place  on  Wednesday,  May 
8,  at  the  club,  house,  the  Mitre  Hotel,  London-street, 
Greenwich,  when  forty-five  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by  Host  Neary. 
The  room  was  prettily  decorated,  and  the  ferns, 
flowers,  etc.,  on  the  tables  were  much  admired.  The 
president,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  occupied  the  chair, 
being  supported  by  Messrs.  Marshall,  Church,  C. 
Taylor,  W.  Gorton,  A.  Lewis,  W.  King,  and  Prescott 
Clay.  After  the  loyal  toasts  and  "  Success  to  the 
Greenwich  Anglers,"  the  secretary  read  his  annual 
report,  which  showed  over  one  hundred  members 
belonging  to  the  society  and  £30  in  hand ;  the  prize- 
list  was  also  read,  and  £20  promised  in  the  room 
as  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season,  the  secretary  pointing 
out  that  no  prize  for  gross  weight  could  be  accepted. 
During  the  past  season  presents  of  books  on  angling 
have  been  received  from  Mr.  Igglesden  and  a  splendid 
painting  by  Mr.  Prescott  Clay  on  "  Tarpon  Fishing  in 


Florida,  U.S.A."  Both  these  gentlemen  are  hon. 
members.  During  the  evening  songs  were  given  by 
Mr.  J.  Frost  Lambert,  Will  Pearce,  Walter  Hengler, 
R.  W.  Simpson,  Giles  Read,  H.  de  Lacy,  C.  Taylor, 
J.  Livett,  B.  Broughton,  F.  Putner,  and  the  president. 
Mr.  Arthur  Creighton  was  the  pianist.  Altogether  it 
was  the  most  successful  dinner  we  ever  had,  and  every- 
one expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the  evening's 
entertainment. — J.  D. 


WALTON  AND  COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


On  May  8  our  distribution  of  prizes  for  the  season 
1900-1901  took  place  at  the  Crown  and  Woolpack, 
162,  St.  John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell,  E.G.,  forty 
members  and  their  friends  being  present.  Chairman, 
Mr.  F.  Symonds ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Hodgkinson ; 
musical  director,  Mr.  H.  Davis.  After  the  usual  toasts 
were  disposed  of,  the  chairman  distributed  the  prizes, 
which  included  a  very  handsome  bream  rod  (by 
Carter  &  Co.)  and  other  equally  handsome  articles 
as  ivory  handle  walking  stick,  handbag,  letter  case, 
writing  case,  and  ivory  brushes.  The  winners  were 
Messrs.  Crowley,  Cuddon,  H.  Davis,  Hodgkinson, 
Clark,  and  Winter.  Throughout  the  evening  the 
company  listened  to  some  very  excellent  songs 
and  recitations  by  Messrs.  Peter  Kelly,  Herbert 
Barrington,  Fred  Lethbridge,  John  Ponder,  James 
Garlic,  William  Hallam,  E.  Hilton  Davis,  Joseph 
Brierley,  and  J.  Knight.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Davis,  our  musical  director. 
The  repast  supplied  by  our  worthy  host  and  member, 
Mr.  H.  J.  Moore,  was  a  good  one  and  gave  general 
satisfaction,  to  which  gentleman  our  thanks  are  due, 
as  also  to .  Mr.  Pither,  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
arrangements  were  carried  out.  A  substantial  amount 
was  promised  for  our  next  season's  prize  list.  Should 
any  other  members  wish  to  contribute  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  their  names  as  soon  as  possible. 

Matt.  Cuddon. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  held  on  Friday,  May  10, 
Mr.  E.  Stewart  presided  over  a  good  attendance. 
Replies  were  read  from  the  members  of  Parliament 
to  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  meeting  asking 
them  to  support  bills  for  preventing  the  destruction 
of  undersized  fish.  Captain  E.  G.-.Pretyman,  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  wrote  as  follows:  "I  shall 
be  very  pleased  to  support  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  Bill 
and  also  any  measure  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
undersized  fish.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  studying  Mr.  Maconochie's  Bill,  but  I  sat  upon  a 
committee  last  session  which  investigated  the  whole 
subject  very  carefully.  It  bristles  with  difficulties 
which  cannot  be  got  over  by  a  mere  prohibition  of 
sale,  and  I  doubt  if  these  can  be  grappled  with  by  any 
private  member's  Bill." 

The  chairman,  in  the  course  of  a  very  interesting 
address,  expressed  a  hope  that  other  societies  would 
take  up  this  subject  and  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  their 
representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Several  entries  were  handed  in  for  an  eel  babbing 
contest  which  is  to  be  held  in  the  Orwell  on  May  30, 
and  it  has  been  decided  to  inaugurate  the  coming 
season  with  a  dinner  on  June  15. 

I  have  been  watching  some  perch  ova  which  Mr. 
Frank  Woolnough,  the  curator,  has  in  the  process  of 
hatching  at  the  Ipswich  Museum,  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  report  their  progress  later. 

H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


RICHMOND  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Richmond  Angling  Society 
was  held  on  May  8  at  the  Sun  Inn,  Councillor  Eden 
K.  Davis  presiding,'and  Mr.  R.  Randall  being  in  the 
vice-chair.  Amongst  those  present  were  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Sparrow,  T.  C.  Channon,  F.  Davis,  W.  Meaton,  G. 
Rosser,  Glassow,  Pierpont,  W.  Clarke,  Smith,  Parsons, 
Williams,  Gaynor  (hon.  secretary),  and  others.  An 
excellent  repast  was  served  by  the  hostess,  Mrs.  George 
Davis,  after  which  the  chairman  gave  the  loyal  toasts, 
which  were  heartily  received.  The  chairman  also  gave 
the  toast  of  the  "Richmond  Angling  Society,"  which 
had  been  in  existence  for  some  five  years.  The 
members  always  provided  good  sport  for  themselves, 
and  were  entirely  self-supporting,  and  there  was  a 
small  balance  on  the  right  side.  He  coupled  with 
the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  Randall,  chairman  of 
the  club,  and  Mr.  Gaynor,  hon.  secretary.  Mr.  Gaynor 
.and  Mr.  Randall  suitably  replied.  Sir.  W.  Smith 
proposed  "The  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  Clarke  replied. 
The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes.  During  the 
evening  a  very  enjoyable  programme  was  carried  out, 
to  which,  amongst  others,  Messrs.  Buswell,  Sparrow, 
Bland,  Bonn,  Stacey,  Richens,  Spencer,  and  others 
contributed,  Mr.  F.  Buswell  being  at  the  piano. 


Corresponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  ofirAons 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'\ 

ITCHEN  RIVER  NOTES. 

Deab  Sir, — All  last  week  the  wind  Icept  in  the 
wrong  quarter,  and  those  who  could  not  cast  into  the 
wind  had  very  little  sport  except  at  favouring  bends 
of  tlic  stream.  For  some  hours  each  day  small  Dark 
Olives  hatched  out  in  great  quantities,  and  the  trout 
had  no  need  to  move  an  inch  to  right  or  left  to  secure 
flies  as  fast  as  they  could  pinch  the  Olives  down.  I 
have  seldom  seen  such  a  grand  hatch  of  fly,  but  wished 
it  had  not  come  with  such  a  burst,  for  the  trout  could 
only  take  one  out  of  every  dozen  or  so  flies  which 
passed  right  over  their  noses,  and  an  artificial  seemed 
lost  in  the  procession. 

One  rod  did  very  well  indeed — eight  brace— by  fishing 
only  fast  broken  water  where  the  fly  was  less  numerous. 

Last  week  I  reported  the  death  of  a  161b.  pike  from 
the  Itchen;  this  week  a  20-poundcr  has  been  taken 
out  dead  from  a  back  stream  (a  female  fish,  eggbound 
I  fancy).  Next  week  we  may  see  something  yet 
heavier^  but  I  hope  not. 

The  cross-bred  {fario  irideus)  fry  look  very  strong 
and  healthy  in  a  little  pond  at  the  upper  (Chilland) 
fishery  here.  As  yet  they  show  more  likeness  to  rain- 
bows than  brown  trout.  I  intend  having  specimens  of 
them  set  up  as  fry  yearlings  and  two  year  olds. — Yours 
truly,  E.  Valentine  Cobeie. 

Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants,  May  9. 


CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
reading  the  letter  of  jMr.  C.  G.  Levison  in  your  issue 
of  May  4.  As  it  happens,  he  just  gives  the  information 
thatL  have  been  wanting  to  get  hold  of  for  some  time- 
that  is,  that  it  is  possible  to  cast  a  light  minnow 
direct  from  the  reel.  From  the  description  given  it  is 
very  evident  that  across  the  water  they  have  evolved 
a  tackle  to  meet  the  occasion,  in  which  friction  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  I  have  never  seen  such  a  rod 
and  reel  as  described  mentioned  in  any  British  tackle 
list,  but  should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  a  few  of  om' 
crack  casting  men  on  the  subject.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  single-handed  over-head  cast  would  be  the 
beau-ideal  for  brown  and  white  trout  spinning.— 
Yours  truly,  Dottebel. 
Dalton-in-Furness. 


THE  MAY  FLY. 

Dear  Sib,— The  Green  Drake  or  May  Fly  came  up 
freely  on  Lough  Mask,  near  Lough  ISIask  Castle,  on 
May  10,  a  very  soft  day.  I  saw  one  on  the  Keel 
river  between  Loughs  Carra  and  Mask  on  May  11,  a 
bright,  calm  day,  very  dry.— Yours  truly, 

Cranmore,  Ballinrobe.  H.  T.  Ksox. 

THE 'ANGLESEY  FLY. 

Deab  Sir, — The  Anglesey  fly  which  Mr.  G.  de 
Maupas  enquires  about  is  something  like  a  small 
daddy-long-legs — in  fact,  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  one  of 
the  Crane  Flies.  It  is  very  common  on  the  sand  hills 
about  Llyn  Coron.  I  first  got  the  imitation  from 
the  late  John  Angel,  of  Carnarvon,  about  1860.  It  has 
a  dark  yellow  silk  body,  ribbed  with  gold,  reddish 
brown  hackle,  and  wings  brown  mottled  drake. 

The  natural  fly  is  of  a  good  size,  perhaps  rather 
smaller  than  the  small  daddy-long-legs.  I  have  found 
it  best  when  there  is  a  good  breeze  as  the  flies  are  then 
blown  off  the  common  into  the  lake.  It  may  be 
dressed  from  the  size  of  a  March  Brown  to  moderate 
lake  size.  Angel  used  another  fly  as  a  dropper  with  a 
primrose  floss  silk  body  and  dressed  buzz  with  a  pale 
blue  feather,  probably  tern,  coot,  or  moorhen ;  it  had  no 
tinsel  on  the  body.  The  best  fly  for  Llyn  Maclog  is 
all  scarlet — wing,  hackle,  and  body,, the  latter  ribbed 
with  gold.  I  got  this  pattern  from  an  old  man  who 
used  to  work  an  otter  on  the  lake  some  forty  years  ago. 
He  told  me  it  killed  twice  as  many  fish  as  any  other 
pattern.  At  that  time  there  were  a  number  of  grey 
trout  in  the  lake— they  had  very  red  flesh  and  showed 
great  sport ;  they  were  thought  to  be  hybrids,  between 
sea  trout  and  the  brown  species.  I  have  not  seen  one 
there  for  many  years,  and  no  doubt  they  are  extinct. 

I  believe  I  have  patterns  of  all  these  flies,  and  if  I 
can  find  them  I  will  forward  them  for  Mr.  de  Maupas 
to  have  copied.  The  silk  for  the  body  of  the  Crane  Fly 
is  difficult  to  get,  but  not  too  dark  an  orange  colour 
will  do.— Y'ours  faithfully,  Edwin  Goslinc;. 

A  FLUKE  TAKING  A  FLY. 
Dear  Sir, — "Dragnet,"  in  his  colunms  of  May  11, 
mentions  that  Mr.  Thomas  Naples,  of  Tweedmouth, 
had  lately  scored  a  success  by  catching  a  fluke  ^with  a 
fly.  Many  fishermen  on  the  English  side  of  the  border 
maybe  puzzled  to  know  what  kind  of  fish  rejoices  in  the 
name  of  "  fluke."  I  believe  that  it  is  the  name  for  our 
common  or  garden  flounder — or  dab.  It  was  so  when 
I  was  a  small  boy  and  used  to  catch  flukes  ofi  tho 
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stone  pier  at  Ncwhaven — then  a  fishing  viUage,  quaint 
and  interesting,  not  for  from  Edinburgh  itself. 

I  am  never  surprised  at  -what  one  hears.  Eels  have 
taken  a  fly  hook,  and  I  fancy  I  have  read  of  dabs,  but 
there  are  Hies  and  flics.  I  knew  one  old  gentleman, 
now  gone  to  his  long  home  (whose  word  was  above 
suspicion),  telling  me  that  being  out  in  a  boat,  I  think 
at  Grange-over-Sands,  he  bethought  him  of  x'utting 
on  two  old  worn-out  salmon  flies  and  trailing  them 
behind  the  boat  over  the  long  reaches  of  sand,  with 
the  result  that  he  killed  quite  a  number  of  dabs  and 
floimders.  I  therefore  feci  in  no  way  surprised  at  one 
dab  being  hooked  by  the  flv. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  GKANNOM. 
Deab  Sir, — The  following  observations  on  the 
method  of  egg-depositing  pursued  by  the  grannom  are 
new  to  me,  but  whether  really  original  I  cannot  say. 
They  are  written  by  a  young  friend  of  mine,  an  en- 
thusiastic angler  on  the  Cumberland  Derwent,  and  a 
keen  observer  in  natural  historj-. — Yours  truly, 

Greta. 

"  Watched  the  grannom  closely  yesterday  (Sunday, 
May  12) ;  the  eggs  are  not  deposited  on  the  water. 
The  females  congregate  on  the  stones  out  of  water  in 
the  strong  streams,  and  fight  their  way  down  into  the 
water.  It  is  a  wonderful  sight,  thousands,  nay, 
millions,  of  them  forging  their  way  down.  Their 
wings  are  perfectly  dry  at  first,  and  they  have  to  get 
quite  wot  before  they  can  get  down.  Then  they  move 
about  on  the  bed  of  the  river  (in  the  strong  streams 
only,  mind  you),  and  lay  their  eggs  on  the  stones.  I 
saw  them  doing  this.  How  their  eggs  do  swell,  before 
even  they  detach  them  from  their  bodies.  Quite  a 
gelatinous  mass  they  are.  You  would  almost  imagine 
that  the  stones  are  covered  with  short  green  moss.  I 
spent  two  hours  yesterday  morning  watching  them. 
One  man,  who  used  to  swear  that  the  fly  deposited  its 
eggs  in  the  water,  and  that  its  specific  gravity  caused 
it  to  sink,  would  not  have  it  otherwise  until  I 
hauled  him  to  the  riverside  and  showed  him  the 
insects  at  work  laying  their  eggs." 


FISHING  THE  WHITADDER. 
Dear  Sir, — Like  most  Englishmen,  I  am  troubled 
with  after  whit.  So,  in  relation  to  centres  to  work 
from  in  fishing  the  small  but  prolific  Whitadder 
(a  tributary  of  the  Tweed),  allow  me  to  say  that 
Hutton  is  also  an  excellent  centre  for  the  Tweed  and 
Whitadder.  There  is  a  good  public-house  there,  and 
only  one  ;  it  is  situated  very  convenient  for  Tweed 
and  Whitadder  (originally  White  Adder).  Sometimes 
fish  can  be  got  on  the  Tweed  when  not  a  bite  can  be 
obtained  on  the  Whitadder,  owing  to  floods,  when  the 
opportunity  is  taken  to  let  loose  waste  from  the 
Chirnside  Paper  Mills.  Chirnside,  a  village  on  a 
hill,  facing  Whitadder  and  the  Cheviot  Hills  on  the 
south,  is  also  a  good  centre.  Berwick-on-Tweed  is  a 
convenient  centre  to  work  the  Whitadder  and  Tweed 
from,  the  former  three  miles  west  from  Berwick. 

Mr.  Elliott,  of  the  Avenue  Hotel,  Berwick,  a  new, 
small  temperance  hotel  (a  cyclists'  house),  is  very 
good  ;  a  competent  landlord,  with  good  accommoda- 
tion for  ladies  ;  has  a  pony  and  trap,  and  says  he  will 
do  his  utmost  to  make  his  visitors  comfortable,  and  at 
moderate  charges.    Tweedside  is  beautiful  just  now — 
pastoral  scenery,  rivers,  woods,  moors,  and  hills. 
"  In  soft  assemblage  listen  to  my  song, 
Which  thy  own  season  paints  when  Nature  all 
Is  blooming  and  benevolent  like  thee. 
And  see  where  surly  winter  passes  off 
Far  to  the  north  and  calls  his  ruffian  blasts : 
His  blasts  obey  and  quit  the  howling  hill, 
The  shattered  forest,  and  the  ravaged  vale  : 
While  softer  gales  succeed,  at  whose  touch 
Dissolving  snows  in  livid  torrents  lost. 
The  mountains  lift  their  green  heads  to  the  sky, 
As  yet  the  trembling  year  is  unconfirmed, 
And  winter  oft  at  eve  resumes  the  breeze." 
So  wrote  Thompson  in  his  delightful  "  Seasons."  He 
knew  the  district  well.    So  let  "  E.  K.,"  of  Brighton, 
and  others  come  on. 

At  Korndean,  halfway  between  Ladykirk  and  Ber- 
wick, north  side  of  Tweed,  there  is  an  insignificant 
brook  running  up  the  dene,  a  sure  find  for  fish  when 
more  pretentious  waters  prove  ungenerous.  Doubtless 
this  bit  beck  was  well  known  to  the  pastoral  poet 
Thompson,  and  from  it  he  doubtless  took  many  a 
basket  of  trout.  This  is  a  good  tip. — Yours  truly, 
Woolmarket,  JosEPp  John  Hills. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. 

P.S. — Lodgings  can  be  readily  obtained  at  Horn- 
cliffe  and  Paxton,  the  access  to  the  former  by  the 
Velvet  Hall  station  on  the  Kelso  line ;  that  to  Paxton 
by  conveyance  from  Berwick,  always  obtainable. 

Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  E.  K."  I  should  most  cer- 
tainly advise  him  to  stay  at  Grantshouse  on  the  main 
line  from  Berwick  to  Edinburgh.  This  is  the  nearest 
point  to  the  best  fishing  parts  of  the  river.  Mrs.  Young, 
of  the  Temperance  Hotel,  Grantshouse,  makes  a  speci- 
ality of  catering  for  anglers,  and  if  "  E.  K."  is  fond  of 
good  homely  fare  and  comfort  at  a  moderate  figure  he 


could  not  do  better  than  partake  of  this  lady's 
hospitality. 

Wading  is  most  certainly  necessary,  and  if  your 
correspondent  cares  to  communicate  with  me  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  give  him  further  particulars. 

FISHING  ■  NEAR  BEDDGELERT. 
I  was  fishing  at  this  place  two  years  ago,  and  if 
"A.  H.  J."  will  put  himself  into  communication  with 
me  I  shairbe  pleased  to  give  him  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  fishing,  accommodation,  etc.,  to  be  had 
at  this  place. — Yours  sincerely, 

A.  G.  Stirling  McCulloch. 

47,  Burma-road, 

Stoke  Newington,  Londlin,  N. 


ANGLING  FALLACIES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  reading  with  great  interest 
the  paper  you  publish  on  "  Angling  Fallacies."  There 
is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  cannot  follow  the 
argument  of  the  author.  He  says  that  the  giving  of 
many  names  to  the  Blue  Dun  results  in  "  muddledom." 
I  venture  to  maintain  that  the  very  contrary  is  the 
case.  Confusion  arises  not  from  the  varied  nomencla- 
ture of  flies,  but  from  the  want  of  sufficient  names,  or 
rather  from  substituting  names,  for  dressings.  The 
Blue  Upright  and  the  Waterhon  Bloa  may  both  be  in- 
tended for  imitations  of  one  and  the  same  insect,  but 
they  do  not  in  the  least  resemble  each  other,  and 
most  anglers  when  they  speak  of  a  Blue  Dun  mean  a 
type  of  fly  very  different  from  either  the  Devonshire 
Upright  or  the  Yorkshire  Bloa.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
we  need  far  greater  accuracy  in  names,  and  the  only 
name  which  gives  one  a  true  idea  of  a  fly  is  one  which 
describes  the  materials  of  which  it  is  made,  such 
as  Orange  and  Grouse,  or  Red  and  Teal.  If  a 
man  asks  me  what  fly  I  am  killing  with,  and 
I  tell  him  that  it  is  with  a  Blue  Dun,  I  really  might 
almost  as  well  say  "  with  a  winged  fly  "  or  "  an  un- 
winged  fly,"  that  would  be  almost  more  to  the 
purpose  than  to  say  "  with  a  Blue  Dun,"  which  may 
cover  anything  from  the  most  gigantic  monstrosity  to 
the  most  delicate  confection,  and  may  be  made  out  of 
any  of  a  score  of  diSerent  materials  and  various 
shades.  Even  the  designation  Blue  Upright  or  Water- 
hen  Bloa  is  not  sufficiently  particular  to  indicate  to  a 
brother  angler  a  killing  fly,  for  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  dressings  of  the  Blue  Upright,  and  I  have  in 
my  fly  bos  at  this  moment  quite  half  a  dozen  kinds  of 
Watcrhen  Bloas.  The  same,  of  course,  is  true  of  other 
flies.  I  have  a  Red  Spinner  which  I  have  found  very 
killing  on  many  streams  and  lochs,  but  it  is  entirely 
different  to  the  Red  Spinners — in  themselves  very 
varied — which  I  find  in  most  collections  of  flies.  And 
as  to  that  splendid  lure,  the  March  Brown,  there 
is  not  only  the  March  Brown  male,  female,  and 
insect,  but  each  of  these  has  many  kinds  of,  or 
attempts  at,  imitation.  Just  lately  I  have  been  killing 
with  a  quill-bodicd  March  Brown  when  all  other 
bodies  were  useless.  I  and  others  gave  other  imitations 
a  good  trial,  but  there  could  bo  no  doubt  that  the 
quill  body  was  the  attraction.  Now  had  I  said,  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry,  "  I  am  killing  with  a  March 
Brown,"  that  information  alone  would  have  been 
utterly  valueless  and  misleading;  it  was  not  the 
March  Brown  merely  that  was  killing,  but  a  particular 
and  special  kind  of  March  Brown.  And  the  quill 
March  Brown  with  a  yellow  bump  on  his  hindquarters 
(like  a  Governor)  has  been  still  more  killing  than  the 
fly  with  the  bare  quill.  The  gentle  angler,  then,  will 
add  this  piece  of  information  to  his  interrogating 
brother. 

Personally,  I  would  prefer  to  be  told  only  the  size 
of  the  hook  with  which  a  man  was  having  sport  rather 
than  to  be  imt  off  with  an  empty  and  futile  generality 
such  as,  "I  am  getting  my  fish  on  a  Blue  Dun  or  a 
March  IBrown  "  ;  for  my  Blue  Dun  or  March  Brown 
may  be  quite  unlike  the  other  man's,  whereas  another 
fly  of  similar  size  may  prove  to  be  almost  equally 
killing.  Every  angler  must  often  have  found  that  size 
of  hook  was,  in  certain  states  of  water,  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  that  a  very  slight  variation  in  size 
meant  all  the  difference  between  good  sport  and  no 
sport  at  all.  And  on  some  occasions,  at  all  events,  I 
have,  after  finding  to  my  despair  that  niy  stock  of  a 
certain  killing  fly  was  exhausted,  discovered  to  my 
relief  that  another  kind  of  fly  of  identically  the  same 
size  proved  a  very  fair  substitute. 

I  urge,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  fallacy  to  try  to  com- 
press all  sorts  and  conditions  of  flies  under  a  few 
categories.  The  result  will  certainly  be  the  very 
worst  kind  of  "  muddledom."  By  all  means  let  the 
angler  be  a  disciple  of  Stewart  and  Pennell  if  he 
chooses,  and  let  him  confine  himself  to  a  few  simple 
imitations  and  eschew  multiplicity  of  patterns,  but  do 
let  him  be  very  accurate  in  describing  the  fly  that  he 
means,  and  do  not  let-  him  talk  or  write  vaguely  about 
a  "  Blue  Dun,"  which  may  mean  anything  or  nothing. 

Blue  Upright  is  vague  enough  in  all  conscience,  but 
at  least  it  conveys  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  a  certain 
tjrpe  of  Blue  Dun,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  Water- 
hen  Bloa ;  bilt  we  need  more  names  still  if  we  are  to 
be  really  helpful  and  intelligible  to  each  other,  and 
we  need  names  which  tell  one  how  the  fly  is  made. 


With  regard  to  Mr.  Pritt's  "  waterhon  cock,"  does 
not  the  fallacy  consist  in  imagining  this  to  be  a  "  bull  ?  " 
Surely  we  should  consider  a  man  to  be  affected  or 
pedantic  who  spoke  of  a  lady  chairman  as  a  chair- 
woman I  That  might  fallaciously  be  mistaken  for 
charwoman.    (Printer's  devil,  pray  be  careful  here  I) 

There  is  one  question  I  should  like  to  put  to  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  and  to  my  brethren  of  the  fly  rod.  So  far 
as  I  can  observe,  natural  flies  are  very  much  the  same 
all  over  Western  Europe.  The  May  Fly  (Green 
Drake)  seems  alike  in  Belgium,  Germany,  South  of 
England,  and  Caithness-shire.  'The  Blue  Dun  appears 
similar  in  Devonshire  and  Aberdeenshire.  Yet  the 
same  dressings  will  not  kill.  Now,  is  this  a  fallacy  or 
is  it  fact,  and  if  fact  what  is  the  reason  for  it  ? — 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  K. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  NORTH  TYNE. 
To  THE  Editor  op  the  Newcastle  Journal. 

"  More  than  once  of  late  I  have  called  attention 
here  to  the  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  to  re- 
stock with  trout  the  southern  rivers  of  our  country. 
It  is,  indeed,  extraordinary  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
is  done  as  regards  the  Tyne.  Those  who  ought  to  do 
so  have  always  plenty  to  say  at  their  meetings  about 
pollution  and  so  forth,  but  they  do  nothing  to  make 
up  for  the  depletion  that  is  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  over-fishing.  Here  is  a  letter  on  the  subject  which 
I  have  received  from  Mr.  Jos.  Bowman,  and  which  is 
well  deserving  the  consideration  of  all  concerned : — 

"  The  members  of  the  angling  club  to  which  I  belong 
are  grumbling  this  season  at  the  poor  sport  obtained 
by  followers  of  the  '  gentle  art '  upon  the  waters  of  the 
North  Tyne,  and  they  are  by  no  means  alone  in  their 
grumble.  On  every  hand  rod  fishers  are  complaining 
about  the  scarcity  of  trout  in  these  waters,  and  by 
general  consent  the  Tyne  Conservancy  Board  is  held 
responsible  for  the  dearth  of  fish.  It  is  being  pointed 
out  that  whilst  this  body  derives  a  considerable  income 
from  the  trout  licences  year  by  year,  absolutely  no- 
thing is  done  in  the  way  of  restocking  the  river.  In 
the  south  of  England,  in  the  Midlands,  and  even  so 
near  home  as  the  Wear,  thousands  of  young  trout  are 
turned  into  the  rivers  every  year  for  the  especial 
benefit  of  the  numerous  Waltonians.  In  our  favourite 
North  Tyne,  however,  except  in  parts  which  are 
strictly  preserved,  trout  fishing  is  becoming  a  farce. 
Indeed,  many  fishers  are  openly  declaring  that  if 
nothing  is  done  they  will  cease  taking  out  the  annual 
trout  licence,  and  restrict  themselves  to  coarse 
fishing."  "  Whist.'' 


SEAGULL  POACHERS. 
Dear  -Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  most 
effectual  means  of  preventing  seagulls  helping  them- 
selves to  the  yearling  trout  I  have  recently  put  into 
my  private  pond.  At  this  season  it  is  illegal  to  shoot 
them.— Yours  truly,  Piscator. 


HOTEL  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  SIr, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  B.," 
he  will  find  the  best  months  are  July,  August,  and 
September.  There  are  several  routes  or  tours  where 
he  could  get  free  fishing  by  staying  at  the  different 
hotels ;  in  fact,  I  could  fill  a  column  with  describing 
them  and  the  various  modes  of  getting  at  them.  The 
cost  varies  cn  pension  from  7s.  Gd.  to  Gs.  per  day,  but 
lodgings  at  farmhouses  can  be  got  much  cheaper. 

If  your  correspondent  will  drop  a  note  to  Mr. 
Thorvald  Beyer,  of  Bergen,  Norway,  he  will  no  doubt 
give  him  some  useful  information.  I  could  tell  him 
exactly  what  Hies  he  would  require,  as  Lam  constantly 
fitting  out  fishermen  from  here,'who  speak  very  highly 
of  the  sport  they  obtain.  Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley  &  Co., 
34,  St.  James's-street,  S.W.,  have  an  agency  for  salmon 
and  trout  rivers  in  Norway,  which  can  be  fished  by 
payment  of  certain  fees.— Yours  truly, 

William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  May  4  there  is  an 
enquiry,  signed  "B.,"  respecting  hotel  fishing  in 
Norway.  You  might  repeat,  or  refer  "  B."  to,  the 
letter  re  the  Evanger  Ho>el,  which  appeared  in  your 
issue  of  January  2G  last,  page  70.— Yours  sincerely, 

E.  Sturdy. 

This  is  the  letter  referred  to  : — 

Free  Salmon  Fishing  in  Norway. 

Dear  Sib, — As  you  remark,  this  is  not  often  found 
now,  but  still  it  is  not  altogether  unobtainable.  The 
landlord  of  the  hotel  at  Evanger,  on  the  railway  from 
Bergen  to  Voss,  has  been  able  in  June  and  July  of  the 
last  two  years  to  give  leave  to  visitors  to  fish  some 
portions  of  the  Evanger  River,  including  the  southern 
bank  of  Saghong  Pool,  and  he  will  doubtless  have  the 
same  power  this  year.  Boat  and  man,  costing,  per- 
haps, four  shillings  a  day  when  employed,  will  be 
necessary,  as  the  river  is  large,  and,  though  the  best 
sport  has  been  had  casting  from  an  island,  a  boat  is 
usually  needed  to  reach  it.  The  quarters  are  unpre- 
tending, but  most  comfortable,  and  with  most 
moderate  charges.— Yours  truly,  "  Whitadder." 
(Several  letters  a/re  una/uoiddbly  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Death  of  Sir  Codetenay  Boyle. 
Anglers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  sudden  death 
on  Sunday  last  from  heart  failure  of  that  keen 
angler  and  all-round  sportsman  the  Hon.  Sir 
Courtenay  Boyle,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
fifty-six.  Sir  Courtenay  presided  at  some  of  our 
angling  dinners.  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  since  he 
ably  presided  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  He  was  a 
most  genial  and  kindly  man,  and  will  long  be 
missed  by  all  who  knew  him.  Sir  Courtenay 
was  Permanent  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  in  that  position  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
matters  connected  with  our  fisheries. 


Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  was  one  of  the  best  dirmer 
companions  imaginable.  He  had  more  excellent 
stories  than  would  fill  half-a-dozen  big  volumes. 
One  of  them  was  of  a  stutterer  who  called  at  a 
poulterer's  shop  for  some  turkeys.  "  Some  are 
t-tough  and  some  are  t-tender  ?  "  he  queried  of  the 
shopman,  who  admitted  the  soft  impeachment. 
"  I-I  s-suppose  there  is  a  d-difference  in  the  price?  " 
the  customer  remarked,  only  to  be  informed  that 
his  supposition  was  wrong.  "  I-I  k-keep  a  b-boys' 
school,"  he  said,  "  would  you  m-mind  p-picking 
out  t-the  tough  ones  ?  "  The  shopman,  with  a  wink, 
separated  the  tough  ones  from  the  tender  ones,  and 
once  more  the  customer  asked  if  no  difference  could 
be  made  in  the  price.  The  poulterer  was  son-y  that 
it  was  impossible ;  and  he  was  sorry,  too,  no  doubt, 
when  the  customer  said,  "  Then  I'll  take  the  tender 
ones  I " 


I  have  already  given  particulars  respecting  the 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition  to  be  held  this 
year  at  Vieima.  It  is  now  announced  that  there 
is  to  be  one  at  St.  Petersburg  next  year. 

'A  correspondent  •writing  from  the  Eopewalk, 
Nottingham,  says  : — "  Have  any  of  yoxir  friends 
triied  the  Japanese  style  Of  fly  fishing  as  mentioned 
in  the  FisTiing  Gazette  61  March  4  and  11,  189'9? 


It  is  almost  dapping  with  the  dry  fly  (hackle),  and 
I  have  been  wondering  whether  anyone  has  thought 
of  trying  this  particular  way  that  you  know  of  and 
with  what  result." 

I  have  not  heard  of  anyone  trying  the  peculiar 
style  referred  to. 


"THE  WILD  FOWLEE  IN  SCOTLAND.'"* 
A  Mixed  Bag.  On  Loch  Leven. 
"  Of  the  many  happy  days  that  I  have  spent 
on  the  waters  of  beautiful  Loch  Leven  and  its 
reeded  shores  I  need  hardly  speak.  Whether  it 
was  in  August,  when  duck  and  snipe  swarmed  in 
the  surrounding  marshes,  or  in  late  autumn,  when 
great  masses  of  diving  and  surface-feeding  ducks 
rose  in  clouds  from  its  placid  waters,  or  in  spring, 
when  all  the  lovely  birds  of  passage  that  come  and 
nest  were  there  in  their  best  plumage,  it  was 
always  delightful  to  wander  about,  enjoying  the 
pastoral  scenery,  the  varying  sport,  and  the  constant 
passage  of  some  wild  thing. 

"  Walking  round  its  banks  in  August  I  have  on 
three  occasions  killed  as  many  as  fifty  ducks  in  a 
day's  shooting — once  sixty-two  and  twenty-two 
snipe.  Another  glorious  day,  too,  I  well  remember, 
when,  tired  of  shooting  round  the  lake,  I  was 
hailed  by  the  late  Sir  William  Elliot  and  Mr.  P.  D 
Malloch  in  their  boat ;  they  had  worked  up  to 
Duncan's  Comer  without  much  success,  as  there 
had  been  no  breeze.  Now,  however,  the  wind  had 
sprung  up  from  the  east,  and  Sir  William  advised 
me  to  come  in,  kindly  asking  me  to  take  his  rod  for 
a  while.  Almost  as  soon  as  we  started  the  fish 
began  to  move,  and  in  the  drift  from  the  corner  to 
the  south  bay,  lasting  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
Mr.  Malloch  and  I  secured  eighteen  trout,  weighing 
twenty-one  pounds,  each  of  us  captmring  a  three 
pounder — altogether  as  perfect  a  day  as  any  sports- 
man could  wish  for. 

"  In  one  drift  from  Duncan's  Comer  to  the  boat- 
houses  Mr.  Malloch  took,  once,  forty-nine  trout, 
weighing  forty-nine  pounds. 

"  Of  late  years  Loch  Leven  trout  have  become 
smaller  and  are  much  more  difficult  to  take.  No 
one,  except  Mr.  Malloch,  seems  to  thoroughly  under 
stand  their  various  idiosyncrasies  and  fluctuating 
tastes.  One  would  think  he  must  have  a  private 
arrangement  with  the  fish  themselves,  so  commonly 
correct  is  his  forecast  of  the  day's  menu." 

Mr.  Millais  and  Mr.  Malloch  have  had  many  a 
shooting  and  fishing  expedition  together,  and  I 
remember  many  years  ago  Mr.  Malloch  telling  me 
of  his  admiration  for  Mr.  Millais  as  a  sportsman 
and  naturalist.    Of  course,  it  is  given  to  very  few  to 
have  such  opportunities  and  time  for  sport  as  have 
fallen  to  the  author  of  this  fascinating  book ;  he 
tells  us  that  he  and  his  brother  Geoff  were  born 
rovers  ;  they  began  collecting  specimens  of  all  the 
wild  things  they  came  across  before  they  were  in 
their  teens.    When  one  was  twelve  and  the  other 
thirteen  years  old,  with  ten  pounds  between  them, 
they  started  in  the  depth  of  winter  on  a  shooting 
and  collecting  expedition  to  the  Orkney  Islands. 
On  the  day  after  then  arrival  at  the  little  village  of 
Stone  Piers  they  discovered  that  James  Sutherland, 
a  local  bootmaker,  was  the  best  local  seafarer  and 
ornithologist,  and  the  boys  engaged  him  to  take 
them  out  in  his  boat  into  the  bay.    With  his  first 
five  cartridges  young  Millais  killed  a  shag,  a  ringed 
guillemot,  a  black   guillemot,  and  a  little  auk 
What  a  fine  up -bringing  as  a  sportsman  he  must 
have  already  had ;  in  after  years  he  spent  eight 
winters  in  the  Oi-kney  Islands,  and  the  way  he 
speaks  of  Jimmy  Sutherland,  the  bootmaker  and 
sportsman,  one  of  the  three  best  men  he  ever  met, 
is  very  pleasant  reading.    "  Though  born  in  a  some- 
what humble  station  in  life  he  was  gifted,  like  so 
many  of  the  northern  Scotsmen  and  the  Scan- 
dinavians, with  the  appearance,  as  well  as  the 
manners,  of  a  gentleman.    He  was,  moreover,  a 
man  of  exceptional  sweetness  of  disposition  and 
nobility  of  character."    Most  of  us  who  have  been 
in  the  highlands  have  come  across  similar  characters 
among  the  northern  Scotsmen — men  it  was  the  late 
Win.  Black's  delight  to  meet  and  describe. 

Later  on  Mr.  Millais  had  splendid  trout  fishing  in 
Loch  Stennes,  in  fact,  he  says  he  thinks  he  may 
fairly  claim  to  have  been  the  first  to  discover 
the  capital  fishing  to  be  had  there,  for  until  the 
local  hotel  keeper  got  to  know  of  the  big  trout  he 
captured  no  fly  fisherman  had  ever  been  seen  on 


the  loch.  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  possesses  a  finely- 
coloured  cast  of  a  magnificent  Loch  Stennes  trout, 
the  work  of  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  and 
presented  by  him  to  the  club.  Mr.  Millais  has 
killed  trout  there  up  to  91b.  in  weight.  One  day 
in  August,  1885,  he  killed  ten  trout  weighing  1.3lb., 
seven  mallard,  and  thirty  snipe  ;  but  the  fishing  of 
Loch  Stennes  has  been  overdone,  and  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  what  it  was  fifteen  years  ago. 

I  have  previously  called  the  attention  of  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  this  very  handsome  volume, 
the  work  of  one  of  the  keenest  and  most  thorough 
sportsmen  living,  who  is  also  an  enthusiastic 
naturalist  and  an  artist.  The  illustrations,  the 
best  of  which  are  by  Mr.  Millais,  are  attractive 
and  abundant,  much  the  best  I  have  ever  seen  of 
wildfowl,  and  all  sportsmen  will  hope  that  tho 
author  may  be  able  to  can-y  out  his  design  of 
giving  other  voliunes  on  the  subject. 


Cuttle  Stories. 
The  following  cock — no,  cuttle  and  bull  story 
comes  -to  me  with  this  note  from  an  old  friend 
at  Port  Talbot  in  South  Wales,  who  signs  himself 

"  Captain  Cuttle  "  : — 

Deab  Maeston, — I  enclose  you  a  cutting  from  the 
Western  Mail  of  May  17  ;  perhaps  you  may  find  room 
for  it  in  next  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  It  should  cer- 
tainly amuse  some  of  your  readers,  who  may  have 
heard  where  the  fight  was  fought,  names  of  author, 
fishermen,  etc. 

The  cuttle  fish  must  bfe  a  very  cute  cuss,  as  it  is 
rumoured  that  a  man  about  the  docks  has  tamed  one, 
and  taught  it  to  lay  spillers  along  the  shore.  Should 
a  conger-eel  manage  to  get  under  one  of  the  large 
cement  slabs  against  the  j)ier,  it  embraces  a  corner  of 
the  slab  with  one  tentacle  and  yanks  the  conger  from 
underneath  with  the  others.  This  may  be  true  !  I'll 
make  further  inquiries. 

I  believe  we  are  not  far  from  rain,  as  the  wiud  has 
got  some  south  in  it.  There  is  some  good  fishing  in 
the  bay — one  of  my  friends  got  three  good  congers  and 
four  skate  in  a  short  time  last  Saturday,  and  a  skate  over 
Icwt.  was  caught  by  one  of  the  pilots. — Yours  truly, 

"  Captain  Cuttle  " 
Fishing  Gazette  just  arrived ;  hound  to  read  it  if  the 
house  falls  overboard. 


Bull's  Fight  with  a  Devil  Fish. 
From  the  Western  Mail  (Cardiff) ,  May  17, 1901 
"  Walking  one  day  near  the  seabeach,  the  writer 
heard  the  bellowing  of  a  bull,  and  went  in  the 
direction  of  the  noise. 

"  He  was  then  witness  of  an  extraordinary  combat 
between  some  cuttle  fish  and  a  bull.  An  enormous 
poulpe,  with  bright  purple  eyes  and  tentacles  six 
feet  long,  had  attacked  the  quadruped.  Throwing 
its  arms  round  the  bull  the  monster  tried  to  make 
to  the  water  with  its  captive.  Meanwhile,  other 
octopi,  in  large  numbers  and  of  great  size,  swarmed 
on  to  the  shore,  which  seemed  to  be  alive  with 
their  big  round  heads.  Some  of  them,  assisting 
then-  comrade,  soon,  like  him,  attacked  the  bull, 
dragging  it  down  to  the  sea. 

"  Their  quarry,  however,  made  a  brave  resistance, 
and  succeeded  in  goring  its  first  foe  in  the  head 
and  belly,  and  shaking  itself  free  from  its  embrace. 
Before  it  could  escape,  however,  it  was  fu-mly  held 
by  a  still  larger  monster,  while  others  took  solicitous 
care  of  the  wounded  one.  The  imfortunate  beast's 
bellowing  attracted  a  crowd  of  fishermen  to  the 
spot.  One  of  these,  stronger  and  braver  than  his 
fellows,  his  limbs  swathed  in  straw  bandages,  and 
a  sharp  knife  in  his  hand,  boldly  rushed  to  the 
rescue  of  the  bull,  and  cut  through  the  tentacles 
which  enclosed  it. 

"  Other  poulpes  then  attacked  the  fisher,  to  whose 
aid  his  fellows  hastened,  and  a  fierce  fight  ensued 
between  rnen  and  monsters,  in  which  the  former 
were  victorious,  many  of  the  latter  being  killed, 
while  the  rest  escaped  into  the  water. 

Two  of  the  tentacles  woimd  round  the  bull 
were  so  heavy  that  one  man  alone  could  not  carry 
them.  One  was  twelve  and  the  other  six  feet  long. 
The  larger  of  the  two  was  subsequently  boiled  in 
sections  at  different  times  in  a  kettle.  Some  years 
previous  to  this  battle  cattle  had  disappeared  in  a 
mysterious  way  from  the  same  shore. 

The  fight  between  the  Cephalopoda  and  the  bull 
enlightened  the  proprietors  as  to  the  cause  of  their 
loss." 


"The  Wild  Fowler  in  Scotland."  By  John 
Guille  Millais.  Fully  illustrated  with  photogravures, 
coloure'd  plates-,  etc.   London  ;  Longmans, 


A  Good  Dog  Sxoey  for  a  Change. 
In  retm-n  for  his  bull  story  I  present  "  Captain 
Cuttle "  with  the  following  from  the  St.  Louis 
Post  Despatch: — 
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"  In  the  early  days  of  Illinois  an  angler  prospect- 
ing for  some  trout  fishing  through  the  country 
found  himself  at  nightfall  near  a  little  two-storey 
log  cabin.  Having  been  gi-anted  the  privilege  of 
staying  all  night,  he  was  shown  to  the  attic,  where 
he  found  a  couple  of  hounds,  who,  as  his  host 
explained,  always  slept  there.  As  he  was  disrobing 
he  gave  a  mighty  sneeze,  whereupon  the  two 
hoimds  gazed  intentlj'  at  each  other  a  moment  and 
then  with  one  accord  bolted  out  of  the  single 
window  the  room  contained.  The  hostess,  hearing 
the  racket,  appeared  above  and  inquired  the  cause. 
'  Why,'  said  the  guest,  '  I  sneezed,  and  the  hounds 
looked  at  each  other  a  moment  and  then  flew  out 
of  the  window.' 

"  '  Oh  I  that's  it,  is  it  ?  I'll  tell  you  the  reason 
they  did  that.  I  always  whale  'em  for  sneezing 
around  the  house,  so  when  you  sneezed  each 
thought  the  other  one  was  the  culprit  and  jumped 
out  of  the  window  to  escape  punishment.'  " 


CHEAP  ISSUE  OF  "  DAYS  OF  MY  LIFE." 


Mr.  S.  G.  Wild,  of  Eochdale,  sends  me  a  bit  of 
sandstone  an  inch  long,  half  an  inch  thick,  and 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  wide,  found  in  a  trout 
taken  in  one  of  their  reservoirs,  and  asks  if  it  is 
not  rather  an  unusual  find.  I  believe  it  is  quite 
natural  to  find  stones  in  fish  in  certain  districts 


We  are  glad  to  receive  from  Messrs.  Longman  a 
cheaper  re-issue  of  John  Bickerdyke's  charming 
book,  "  Days  of  my  Life  on  Waters  Fresh  and 
Salt,"  which  we  noticed  when  the  first  edition  was 
published  in  1895.  It  is  well  illustrated  from 
photographs  taken  by  the  author,  the  frontispiece 
being  a  photogravure  of  "  The  Little  Skipper" — 
the  son  of  the  present  angling  editor  of  the  Field, 
whose  reminiscences  of  days  with  rod  and  gun 
ashore  and  afloat  are  so  pleasantly  recounted  in 
this  attractive  and  admuably  produced  vohune. 


BOOTH'S  LINE-GUAED  FOR  REELS. 


Mr.  Henry  Booth,  of  21,  Paragon-street,  Hull, 
whose  light  bamboo  roach -rod  has  been  so  long 
and  favomrably  known  by  anglers,  has  just  brought 
out  a  new  registered  line-guard  which  can  be 
easilj^  fitted  to  any  wood  Nottingham  reel,  and 
the  price  of  which  is  only  sixpence.  Mr.  Booth 
claims  for  it  that  "  it  will  keep  the  line  on  the 
centre  of  the  reel,  and  prevents  it  getting  stuck 
fast."    Having  used  it  hunself  for  a  long  time,  he 


Booth's  Line-Guaed  foe  Reels. 


where  they  weigh  in  for  prizes  after  fishing  matches. 
Perhaps  the  reservoir  is  very  deep,  and,  like  the  cod 
I  told  a  tale  about  recently,  the  trout  have  to 
take  in  ballast  when  they  want  to  get  to  the 
bottom. 


found  it  answer  so  well  that  he  decided  to  register 
and  sell  it.  It  is  certainly  very  simple  and 
practical,  and  those  who  like  a  guard  on  their  reels 
will  find  it  very  useful.  Mr.  Booth  makes  it  in 
three  sizes — for  trout,  pike,  and  sea  fishing-reels. 


Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  137,  St.  John's- 
street-road,  London,  send  me  some  of  their  special 
May  Fly  casts,  three  yards  long,  tapered,  price 
Is.  each.  They  are  very  good,  each  strand  being 
over  fourteen  inches  in  length.  May  Fly  fishing 
will  be  in  full  swing  very  soon ;  it  is  a  good  thing 
for  the  trout  that  its  season  is  a  short  one. 


I  regret  to  hear  from  a  correspondent,  who  lives 
at  Chelsea,  that  "  The  fish  which  are  found  there 
now  are  found  dead  or  dying  on  the  gravel  along 
the  Battersea  Park  side  of  the  river,  and  include 
even  eels."  This  seems  to  show  that  the  river, 
although  much  clearer  than  formerly,  is  still  as 
deadly  as  ever.  The  fact  that  my  correspondent 
refers  to  the  "  gi-avel  "  shows  what  an  improvement 
in  the  state  of  the  water  has  taken  place,  for  not 
long  ago  it  was  difficult  to  find  gravel  anywhere  in 
the  Thames  near  London.  It  is  a  great  advance, 
no  doubt,  but  until  London  sewage  can  be  treated 
by  the  bacteriological  process,  which  produces  an 
effluent  in  which  fish  can  live,  the  water  will  be 
just  as  poisonous  as  ever.  Arsenic  in  a  glass  of 
water  is  just  as  poisonous  as  in  a  glass  of  porter, 
but  the  former  looks  all  right. 

Pi.  B.  Maeston. 


THE   SEASON  IN   THE  NORTH. 


"  Better  late  than  never."  The  salmon  season, 
as  far  as  the  spring  fish  are  concerned,  is  generally 
over  by  May.  In  fact,  April  is  usually  the  best 
month,  and  with  the  advent  of  summer  little  is 
looked  for  in  the  way  of  salmon  fishing  in  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Tay,  Dee,  and 
Spey,  except  by  way  of  dropping  upon  a  chance 
fish  or  so  of  the  second  or  later  spring  migration. 
This  year,  however,  there  has  been  little,  very 
little,  April  sport,  and  it  seems  that  it  has  been  all 
reserved  for  May,  and  later  on.  Just  now  the  run 
of  salmon  is  almost  phenomenal.  Woiild  that  we 
could  actually  say  that  sport  was  the  same.  Yet 
it  is  a  certainty,  without  the  slightest  exaggeration, 
that  there  are  more  fish  running  into  the  Dee  in 
particular,  and  the  east  coast  rivers  in  general, 
than  has  been  known  in  the  experience  of  the 
oldest  fisherman  on  the  water.  They  are  running 
up,  but  they  are  not  being  got  in  the  same  propor 
tion  to  the  numbers  forward.  At  least,  they  have 
not  been  landing  them  by  the  routid  dozen  any 
where,  which  would  sometimes  be  the  case  with 
such  a  fine  head  of  fish  forward  in  the  various 


pools.     The  poachers,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
having  a  very  lively  time  of  it. 

This  is  their  harvest,  and  that  they  are  "  making 
hay"  goes  without  saying.  The  waters,  however, 
are  just  on  the  big  side  for  favouring  their  operations 
to  the  fullest  extent,  or  their  depredations  would 
be  much  more  serious  than  they  are  at  present. 
Yet  fifteen  salmon  of  an  average  of  101b.  apiece  is 
not  a  bad  morning's  work  for  three  of  the  fraternity. 

The  season  up  till  now  on  the  far  inland  reaches 
has  been  a  very  poor  one.  The  belated  spring 
practically  wrecked  it,  but  now  these  parts  will  be 
the  best  favoured  of  all.  On  the  Dee  this  was  so 
much  the  case  that  on  a  favourite  section,  which 
annually  lets  at  ^£200,  only  three  fish  were  got  for 
April.  Now  they  are  getting  them  by  the  half- 
dozen,  and  every  day  right  into  July  the  pools  will 
be  teeming  with  fresh  fish  from  the  waters  below. 
The  season  promises  to  favour  the  Duchess  of  Fife's 
section  more  than  it  has  done  since  Her  Eoyal 
Highness  developed  the  x:)enchant  for  salmon 
angling,  and,  although  neither  a  prophet  nor  the 
son  of  a  prophet,  it  would  be  no  wild  guess  to  say 
that  the  autumn,  or  rather  late  summer  season,  in 
these  uppgr  reaches  should  yield  such  sport  as  to 
break  all  former  records. 

On  the  lower  pools  about  Banchory  the  season 
promises  to  be  even  brighter  than  it  has  hitherto 
been ;  and  if  matters  were  to  be  gauged  from  the 
head  of  fish  presently  in  the  pools  the  sport  should 
be  the  best  that  has  yet  been  seen  on  the  Dee  in 
May  or  June  for  the  past  dozen  years  at  least. 

It  is  not  often  that  we  can  with  the  same  con- 
fidence speak  of  the  summer  prospects  in  the  same 
glowing  terms.  In  fact,  our  only  fears  are  that 
from  the  actual  facts  to  hand  we  may  be  put  down 
as  exaggerating  both  with  regard  to  the  prospects 
of  the  salmon  and  trout  seascJn,  but  in  anything  we 
say  we  are  rather  under  the  mark  than  over  it ; 
and  with  a  continuance  of  fair  angling  conditions 
the  present  season  promises  to  revive  the  halcyon 
days  of  twenty  years  or  so  ago,  not  only  on  one 
stream  but  all  over  the  north. 

The  trout  season  has  hitherto  been  a  comparative 
failure.  An  occasional  day  has  been  experienced 
when  the  fly  was  up  on  the  Don  and  Deveron  and 
fair  baskets  were  made  if  the  chance  could  be 
caught,  but  nothing  could  actually  be  relied  on. 
The  good  days  were  the  exception  and  the  bad  days 
the  rule.  Those  who  have  made  good  baskets  did 
not  stick  to  the  fly  alone.  In  fact,  the  fly  was  all 
out  of  it  till  last  week  when  the  genial  and  now 
lasting  change  took  place  between  the  wintry 
adamantine  condition  of  matters  with  over-night 
frosts  and  the  real  anglers'  weather  of  the  proper 
sort.  As  a  result  the  fly  came  to  stay  for  the  nonce, 
and  baskets  went  up  at  a  bound,  one  sportsman  on 
the  Brux  Don  water  topping  the  record  with  721b. 
of  trout  at  a  single  outmg,  while  on  the  lower 
reaches  at  Alford,  Kemnay,  and  Kintore,  as  well  as 
on  the  Deveron,  Ythan,  and  Ugie,  baskets  of  from 
201b.  to  401b.  were  quite  common.  To  enumerate 
them  all  would  be  superfluous,  yet  the  store  is  by 
no  means  exhausted  as  these  parts  have  not  been 
over  fished,  are  the  natural  home  of  the  brown 
trout,  and  for  years  back  no  great  record  baskets 
have  been  made  to  the  fly  for  any  lengthened  spell 
on  end  as  the  present  season  promises. 

On  the  Ugie  the  sport  is  just  beginning,  the 
month  of  June  being  about  the  best  for  brown 
trout,  which  run  up  to  some  41b.,  although  these 
are  the  rare  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Fish 
of  lib.  are  much  more  common,  and  the  average  is 
even  less.  This  little  beau-ideal  anglers'  paradise 
has  been  now  freed  of  all  nets  for  the  past  three 
years,  and  is  let  out  at  weekly  tickets  at  almost 
nominal  rates,  and  monthly  charges  at  even  much 
less.  It  is  the  only  experiment  of  the  kind  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  although  quite  quite  connnon  in 
the  south,  and  on  its  success  or  failure  depends 
much  for  the  nursing  trouting  reaches  may  get  in 
the  near  future.  Besides  bi'own  trout  it  carries 
the  best  and  heaviest  finnock  to  be  found  any- 
where, and  they  rise  freely  to  the  fly  after  the 
manner  of  the  ordinary  trout,  and  give  some  rare 
play.  Sea-trout  run  up  to  great  weights  not  found 
in  any  other  stream  of  the  same  size,  and  gi-ilse 
have  already  been  got,  although  the  grilse  season 
is  not  yet  on,  and  much  depends  on  the  state  of 
the  water  for  their  advent  or  otherwise. 

The  Deveron  is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as  an 
angling  stream  of  the  first  water.  This  is  no  joke. 
On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  waters  Mr.  Porter  and  his 
keeper  have  this  spring  landed  some  twenty-five 
fish,  scaling  up  to  251b.  and  301b.,  although  the 


May  25,  1901  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


347 


average  is  aBout  121b. ;  and  this  without  effort. 
This  is  the  result  of  the  buying  up  of  the  l)uke  of 
File's  netting  rights,  in  which  Mr.  Porter,  of 
Corniehaugh,  took  so  intelligent  and  active  as  well 
as  a  foreseeing  part.  His  prophecies  are  now 
coming  true,  and  with  a  fair  average  spring  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  even  a  larger 
head  of  fish  next  year,  and  an  even  better  one  the 
year  after.  When  he  is  considered  a  benefactor  to 
his  country  who  can  make  two  blades  of  grass 
grow  where  one  grew  before,  is  he  not  as  much 
qualified  for  the  title,  if  not  more  so,  when  he 
rescues  a  salmon  stream  from  oblivion,  through 
pollution  and  overnetting,  and  creates  a  two -fold 
fishery  where  there  was  a  very  strong  risk  of  there 
soon  being  none  at  all  ?  G.  M. 


THE  TOUENAMENT  OF  THE 
TUNA  CLUB. 

^HE  third  annual  angling  tom-nament  of  the 
Santa  Catalina  Island  Tuna  Club  opened  on  May  1 
and  will  close  on  October  1,  both  dates  inclusive. 
The  object  of  the  club's  competitions  is  to  promote 
sport  by  encoiu-aging  anglers  in  the  use  of  rod  and 
reel  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  the  large  game 
fishes  of  those  waters,  under  restrictions  compelling 
^xpertness  in  a  high  degree  to  bring  to  gaff  the 
gamey  finny  quarry.  The  angling  competition  is 
held  under  the  rules  of  the  Tuna  Club  as  follows : 

Eods  and  reels  must  be  used,  "  the  rods  must  be 
not  less  than  six  feet  nine  inches  in  length,  the  tip 
of  which  must  weigh  not  more  than  sixteen  ounces. 
By  the  word  tip  is  meant  all  that  portion  of  the 
rod  from  reel  seat  to  end  of  rod  ;  the  line  must  not 
exceed  twenty-four  thread  or  strand,  and  be  capable 
of  sustaining  a  dead  weight  of  not  more  than  forty- 
eight  poimds.  The  drag,  known  as  the  Eabbeth 
drag,  is  barred.  Each  angler  must  bring  his  fish 
to  gaff  unaided,  and  the  fish  must  be  reeled  in,  a 
broken  rod  before  or  after  gaffing  the  fish  dis- 
qualifying the  angler.  The  tournament  is  open  to 
amateurs  only;  professional  fishermen,  those 
engaged  in  allied  industries,  and  members  of  their 
families  being  debarred,  except  as  stated  in  special 
Class  I."  The  competition  is  open,  however,  to  all 
amateiu:  anglers,  club  membership  not  being  a 
requisite,  and  certain  classes  are  open  to  ladies. 
The  classes  and  the  prizes  to  be  awarded  ai-e  as 
follows : — 

Class  A — Leaping  Txma. — First— for  exceeding 
the  club  record.  Tuna  Club  Gold  Medal  and  Banning 
Cup.  Second — for  the  largest  tuna  of  the  season, 
presidency  of  the  club  and  extra  silver  mounted  rod. 
Third— for  the  second  largest  tuna,  silver  mounted 
rod.  Fourth— for  the  smallest  tuna,  booby  prize. 
Fifth — to  the  angler  taking  first  tuna  of  the  season, 
silver  mounted  rod.  Sixth— special  prize,  to  angler 
taking  first  tuna  between  January  1  and  April  31, 
sUver  mounted  rod.  Seventh— special  prize,  for 
largest  tuna  taken  by  a  lady,  silver  mounted  tuna 
rod. 

Class  B— Black  Sea  Bass.— Fu-st— for  exceeding 
the  club  record,  8841b.,  Tufts-Lyon  Silver  Cup, 
Eider- Macomber  Gold  Medal,  and  extra  silver 
mounted  rod.  Second— for  the  largest  black  sea 
bass  other  than  the  above,  silver  mounted  rod. 
Third— for  the  smallest  black  sea  bass  of  the 
season,  booby  prize.  Fourth— special  prize,  for 
the  largest  black  sea  bass  taken  by  a  lady,  silver 
mounted  rod. 

Class  C  (open  to  ladies)— White  Sea  Bass.— 
First— for  the  largest  of  the  season,  sUver  mounted 
rod.    Second— for  the  second  largest,  gaff. 

Class  D  (open  to  ladies) — YellowtaU.  First— 
for  the  largest  fish  of  the  season,  John  F.  Francis 
Gold  Medal  and  silver  mounted  rod.  Second — for 
second  largest  fish,  gaff. 

Class  E  (open  to  ladies) — Albicore. — For  largest 
fish  of  the  season,  silver  mounted  rod. 

Class  F— Eock  Bass. — For  the  largest  fish  of  the 
season,  line  dryer. 

Class  G— Sheepshead.— For  largest  fish  of  season, 
angler's  pipe. 

Class  H— ^Vhitefish.— For  the  largest  fish  of  the 
season,  gaff. 

Class  I — Professional  Boatmen. — First — for  the 
best  equipped  launch,  three  horse-power  or  over, 
for  fishing  purposes — rods,  reels,  lines,  and  gaffs  to 
be  considered — silver  mounted  rod.  Second — for 
the  best  equipped  fishing  boat  under  three-horse 
power,  or  without  engines,  rods,  reels,  lines,  and 
gaffs,  and  general  comfort  to  be  considered,  silver 
mounted  rod.    Third  — for  the  boatman  of  the 


angler  taking  the  first  tuna  of  the  tournament 
season,  silver  mounted  rod. 

All  catches  made  with  a  view  of  competing  for 
prizes  must  be  reported  at  once  to  some  member  of 
the  weighing  committee  and  weighed  in  his 
presence  and  posted.  Club  scales  must  be  used 
and  no  allowance  will  be  made  for  shrinkage. 
Messrs.  F.  S.  Schench,  E.  A.  Eddy,  E.  L.  Doran, 
T.  S.  Maiming,  and  Frank  V.  Eider  comprise  the 
committee. 

During  the  tournament,  as  complete  an  exhibit 
of  the  game  fishes  of  the  waters  off  the  coast  of 
Southern  California  as  can  be  secured  will  be  made 
by  the  Santa  Catalina  Aquarium  and  Zoological 
Station  for  the  information  of  contesting  anglers. 
The  officers  of  the  Tuna  Club  are  :— 

President,  General  A.  W.  Barrett ;  vice-president, 
Colonel  E.  A.  Eddy ;  secretary-treasurer,  F.  V. 
Eider  ;  executive  committee,  the  officers  and  E.  L. 
Doran,  T.  S.  Manning,  C.  F.  Holder,  and  M.  J. 
Connell. — A77ierican  Field. 


ITCHEN  IDYLLS.— No.  I. 


Oh,  gentle  art— so  gentle  that  your  beauty  fades 

Should  not  your  lover  be  a  gentleman — 
Where  would  you  seek  to  rest  to  sleep  and  dream 
and  wake. 

And  dream  again  with  greater  joy,  than  on 
Fair  Itchen's  breast  ? 

Some  "  Testy  "  folk  would  claim  your  gentleness 
for  streams 

Which  rattle,  bubble,  roar,  and  lack  the  depth. 
The  grandeur,  nobleness^  the   swirl  and  stately 
glide, 

The  property,  prerogative,  and  right 
Queen  Itchen's  own. 

Her  Majesty  compels  respect,  and  woe  to  him 

Who  in  the  suitoring  should  not  approach 
With  humble  bow,  respectful  glance,  and  mien  all 
dutiful, 

"  Fine  and  fa.r  off"  as  any  humble  slave. 
To  Itchen's  throne. 

To  fail  in  first  address  is  fatal,  and  results 

In  prompt  dismissal  from  her  sunshine  smile, 
To  win  her  you  must  seem  and  prove  to  her  right 
well 

Insistent,  tho'  refined,  and  then  poetical : 
'Tis  Itchen's  due. 

You  capture  her ;  she  laughs  and  gives  away  her 
charms. 

She  bids  her  sons  and  daughters,  noble  trout. 
To  sport  and  spring  and  play  and  then  her  lo-\-er 
feed. 

What  noble  fish  1    By  all  the  powers  above, 
They're  Itchen's  bairns. 

Of  other  favours  she  confers,  maybe  withholds, 
The  stars  which  bless  her  when  she  sleeps  will 
say 

Their  number  counts  not,  and,  eheu  1  would  fail 
Backwards  or  forwards  in  the  reckoning 
Of  Itchen's  gifts. 

Such  soothing  balm,  such  sympathy,  such  rest  and 
peace. 

That  one  might  think  her  influence  divine  ! 
Submit  to  her,  become  entranced,  forget,  and  live, 
Live  while  she  bids  you,  say  it  be  your  end ! 
Our  Itchen  knows. 

Sleepful  herself  at  times,  her  courtier  waits  afar. 
Watching  her  slumbers,  and  the  -while  her  trout 

And  grayling  love  to  watch  and  guard  her  privacy. 
Impertinence  is  shame  to  them,  they  say. 
While  Itchen  sleeps. 

Should  in  the  afterwards  Elysian  fields,  perhaps, 

Their  verdure  owe  to  some  fair  sister  stream, 
Such  loving  touch  as  she  has  taught  us  how  to 
give. 

Will  touch  that  sister  on  our  bended  knees 
If  Itchen  bids. 

B.  W.  Smuethwaite. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

We  think  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Smurthwaite  to  give  his 
letter,  or  part  of  it,  which  accompanied  this  poem  on 
the  Itchen  ;— 

Dear  Mb.  Mahston, — The  object  of  my  verse  will 
be  to  bring  out  certain  ideas  of  my  own  on  the  subject 
of  what  are  at  present  considered  mysteries  iu  dry  fly 
fishing;  in  case  that  if  they  do  throw  up  any  light 
they  may  stand  a  better  chance  of  being  read  in  the 
form  of  verses  than^if  they  were  of  a  more  prosaic 
habit.    I  expect  your  first  impulse  will  be  to  laugh. 


I  hope  you  are  having  some  sport  this  lovely  weather. 
—Yours  very  truly,  B.  W.  Smckthwa.te. 

[Wo  told  Mr.  Smurthwaite  that  his  poetical  out- 
burst did  raise  a  smile,  but  that  we  can  put  up  with  a 
good  deal  if  it  helps  to  solve  dry  fly  mysteries.  We 
trust  lovers  of  other  streams  wilTnot  feel  themselves 
libelled  by  verse  ii.,  or  they  will  feel  like  the  American 
who  resented  hearing  the  Itf:hcn  praised  above  all 
other  waters,  and  advised  the  writer  to  "  do  his  Itchen 
at  home." — Ed.] 


ME.  JAMES  OGDEN'S  "GEM"  AND 
OTHEE  MAY  FLY  PATTEENS. 


Anglers  differ  in  their  likes  and  dislikes  as 
regards  artificial  May  Flies  much  more  than  the 
trout,  but  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb- 
street,  Cheltenham,  sends  me  a  score  of  different 
patterns  which  ought  to  please  the  most  fastidious 
fish  or  fisherman.  They  are  all  on  eyed  hooks — 
not  too  large  and  heavy,  but  strong  and  well- 
tempered — although  Mr.  Ogden,  of  course,  also 
supplies  them  whipped  on  gut  for  those  who 
so  prefer  them.  The  beauty  of  the  fly  on 
an  eyed  hook  is  that  the  gut  ne\er  gets  rotten, 
because  there  is  none,  and  you  can  never 
experience  the  desire  to  kick  yourself  for  having 
lost  the  best  trout  of  the  day  through  trusting 
to  a  fly  whipped  to  a  bit  of  gut  which  .seemed 
all  right.  Among  the  charming  variety  before 
me  I  hardly  know  how  to  make  a  selection 
for  mention.  There  is  the  famous  "Gem,"  too 
sparsely  hackled  to  please  some  anglers,  but  which, 
perhaps,  owes  much  of  its  deadly  quality  to  that 
very  fact — namely,  that  the  body  can  be  seen  by 
the  fish ;  then  the  "  Marquis  "  has  killed  many  a 
good  fish  for  me,  and  the  new  "  Warwick,"  similar 
body  but  lighter  wing,  is  a  very  handsome  pattern. 
The  "  Bishop  "  is  another  excellent  pattern,  as  is 
the  delicate  little  "  Pioneer."  The  "  Emperor  "  is 
for  times  when  the  fish  are  taking  the  spent  fly — 
which  they  do  most  madly  at  times;  then  this 
pattern,  fished  almost  drowned  with  the  teal  wings 
pressed  out  so  as  to  lie  flat  on  the  water,  is  often 
most  deadly,  and  it  is  also,  as  Francis  says,  a  good 
fly  to  use  "  after  a  heavy  rise,  when  the  old  trouts 
go  sneaking  round  picking  up  the  dead  flies." 
Other  good  patterns  are  the  "  Duke "  and  the 
"  Victor."  Mr.  Ogden  dresses  them  all  also 
hackled  for  wet-fly  fishing  in  place  of  wings,  and 
many  of  his  own  best  baskets  have  been  made  with 
these  hackled  wing  patterns.  They  do  not  do  well 
in  Hampshire,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  I 
always  prefer  the  patterns  with  upright  wings  for 
south  country  fishing.  In  Shropshire,  Hereford- 
shire, and  Yorkshire  I  have  found  the  hackled  wing 
patterns  do  well  fished  just  under  the  surface. 

One  gi-eat  advantage  in  all  Mr.  Ogden's  patterns 
is  that  the  wings  are  not  clipped,  being  dressed 
with  the  tips  of  perfect  feathers.  I  think  a  cut 
May  Fly  wing  with  a  stiff  rib  in  the  feathers  much 
inferior  to  the  soft  and  delicate  uncut  wmg.  Mr. 
Ogden's  Mays  make  one  long  to  hear  the  rustling 
of  the  natural  flies  round  one's  hat  and  the  "  plop  " 
of  the  rising  trout. 

The  special  May  Fly  gut  casts  which  Mr.  Ogden 
supplies  may  be  thoroughly  relied  on  as  being 
made  of  the  best  new  and  picked  gut ;  he  tests  all 
he  sends  out.  E.  B.  Marston. 


THE  MAY  FLY  OF  1901. 


We  hear  from  our  Fairford  correspondent,  Mr. 
Frank  Lockwood,  that  the  ^lay  Flj-  has  appeared 
on  the  Colne— probably  only  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  great  ai-my.  On  June  2,  last  year,  Mr. 
Lockwood  reported  the  fly  as  "  well  on,"  and  being 
taken  by  the  fish. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Gibson,  Mulltngar,  kindly  informs  us 
the  May  Fly  has  akeady  made  its  appearance  on 
Lough  Derreraragh,  co.  Westmeath.  He  noticed  one 
on  May  16,  and  a  local  fisherman  noticed  nine. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas  informs  us  that  the  Green 
Drake  began  to  rise  on  May  16  on  Lough  Ennell, 
or  Belvedere.    (See  Westmeath  Lakes  report.) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Wells,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
informs  us  that  he  saw  May  Fly  on  the  Colne  brook, 
near  Iver,  on  May  19. 

"  Bent  Pin "  writes  to  say  tliat  he  captured  a 
May  Fly  on  the  Chess  river  on  May  22,  the  first 
he  had  noticed  this  year. 

"Whitadder"  writes  to  say  that  he  saw  a  few 
Drakes  showing  on  the  river  at  Wareham  at 
six  o'clock  on  May  22 ;  about  twenty-one  were 
counted  later. 
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EXTKACTS  FKOM  ADDKESS 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  Hoggan,  Waterside,  Dumfries- 
shire, TO  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  Edinburgh, 
ON  Trout  Fishing  in  New  Zealand. 


Before  proceeding  to  describe  the  lakes  and 
rivers,  and  their  contents  as  regards  fish,  I  will  very 
briefly  describe  the  physical  outline  of  the  two 
islands  which  compose  New  Zealand,  of  which 
little  is  known  by  those  who  have  not  been  in  the 
colony. 

Contour, — The  South  Island  is  mainly  composed 
of  vast  ranges  of  high  mountains  running  north  and 
south,  the  highest  point  being  Mount  Cook,  12,340 
feet.  On  the  higher  of  these  enormous  masses  of 
mountains  lie  great  glaciers  and  fields  of  snow,  from 
which  comes  the  supply  of  water  for  the  great  rivers 
and  lakes,  which  are  numerous.  These  mountains 
are  named  the  New  Zealand  Alps,  and  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  island,  having  many  branches 
with  names  of  their  own.  The  flat  land  is  confined 
to  a  strip  on  the  east  coast  of  about  fifty  miles  in 
breadth  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  and  some 
inland  plains  and  valleys  between  the  mountains 
north  and  south. 

The  character  of  the  mountain  formation  in  the 
North  Island  is  entirely  difi'erent,  being  mostly,  if 
not  entirely,  volcanic,  with  some  active  volcanoes, 
and  are  not  nearly  so  high  or  precipitous  as  in  the 
South  Island,  which  are  granite  and  other  kinds  of 
rock.  The  lakes  in  the  South  Island  are  very  large, 
Wakatipu,  the  longest,  being  fifty  miles  in  length, 
Manipori,  forty  miles,  and  many  others  of  large  size. 
The  rivers  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  which 
I  will  call  the  snow  and  spring  rivers  from  their 
different  sources.  The  snow  rivers  from  the  great 
lakes  and  glaciers,  from  having  such  lofty  sources, 
rush  over  their  beds  across  the  plains  with  great 
rapidity,  and  are  at  the  same  time  deep,  much 
deeper  than  they  look,  with  great  boulders  and 
dangerous  shifting  gravel  in  their  beds,  and  as  cold 
as  ice.  The  spring  rivers,  very  like  ours  at  home, 
have  short  courses,  flowing  placidly  with  stream 
and  pool,  often  ornamented  by  the  home  willow  on 
their  banks  as  in  England,  or  flowing  among  green ' 
hills  like  the  upper  part  of  the  Yarrow. 

Seasons. — The  trout  close  season  is  strictly 
obser\-ed  in  New  Zealand.  From  April  15  to 
September  15  no  trout  may  be  caught.  A  good 
example  for  this  country  to  follow. 

Native  Fish.— The  eel  is  the  only  fresh-water 
fish  of  any  importance.  The  rivers  swarm  with 
elvers  at  certain  seasons,  which  are  there  called 
whitebait.  The  largest  eel  I  saw  was  a  stuffed 
specimen  in  the  Christchurch  Museum.  It  weighed 
801b.,  and  was  got  in  a  mud-hole  near  that  town. 
Grey  mullet  swarm  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers. 

Hatcheries  for  Trout.— I  visited  hatcheries  at 
Christchurch  in  the  early  days  of  trout  rearing, 
and  latterly  at  Clinton,  in  Otago,  and  Masterton,in 
the  North  Island,  and  the  rivers,  I  believe,  are 
nearly  all  stocked. 

^aZmow.— Although  an  enormous  quantity  of 
young  salmon  have  been  turned  out  into  the  rivers, 
no  specimen  of  the  mature  fish  has  been  known 
to  be  captured,  but  in  the  sea  several  fish  have 
been  taken  in  nets,  which  have  been  pronounced  at 
home  by  naturalists  to  be  true  salmon. 

Trout.— The  trout  hatched  and  distributed  over 
the  rivers  and  lakes  are  English  brown.  Loch 
Levens,  Scottish  bum,  fontinalis,  and  rainbow. 
The  trout  near  the  mouths  of  the  large  rivers 
have  taken  to  sea  water,  and  are  of  large  size 
and  have  silvery  scales  ;  they  run  occasionally  well 
on  to  201b.  in  weight.  They  are  caught  in  n'ets  in 
the  sea  miles  away  from  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

In  the  rivers  far  from  the  mouths  they  are  often 
caught  nearly  the  same  weight.  To  show  what 
fishing  may  be  had  in  New  Zealand,  I  may  mention 
the  catch  for  one  season  a  friend  of  mine  had,  which 
appeared  with  full  particulars  in  the  Field  four 
years  ago;  he  had  2,500  trout,  averaging  2^1b., 
besides  quantities  of  smaller  fish.  The  best  'catch 
I  knew  of  by  one  rod  on  the  Opihi,  in  Canterbury, 
was  seventeen  fish,  weighing  1001b.,  in  one  day, 
with  small  flies. 

Lake  Trout.— ^These  grow  to  a  very  large  size, 
301b.  being  about  the  largest.  They  are  caught  in 
nets,  a  rent  being  paid  to  Q  ovemment. 

Licence.— A  £1  licence  covers  fishing  in  all  rivers. 
It  must  be  endorsed  by  secretaries  in  the  different 
districts  fished. 

litres.— Artificial  fly,  natural  and  artificial 
minnow,  cricket,  and  grasshopper.    The  cricket,  or 
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cicada,  is  an  insect  something  like  a  bee,  green  or 
brown,  and  is  very  deadly  used  alive  like  a  creeper. 

Principal  Centres.— I  will  now  give  a  list  of  the 
places  from  which  good  fishing  can  easily  be  reached, 
and  the  names  of  the  largest  rivers.  At  the  same 
time  it  must  be  understood  that  there  are  many 
other  rivers  besides  those  I  mention,  and  hvmdreds 
of  miles  of  water  hardly  ever  fished. 

Invercargill. — From  this  to\vn  can  be  reached 
by  train  or  coach  the  rivers  Waiau,  Jacob's  Eiver, 
Oreti,  and  Mataura,  and  lake  Wakatipu.  The 
fishing  is  as  good  as  can  be  got  anywhere. 

Dunedin. — In  Dunedin  there  is  an  acclimatisation 
society,  from  the  members  of  which  a  stranger  can 
obtain  all  information  he  requires.  They  usually 
fish  the  Waipahi,  Shag,  and  Pomahaka  rivers, 
where  the  sport  is  excellent.  My  first  sight  of  a 
catch  from  the  Pomahaka  was  in  Dunedin,  where 
I  saw  shaken  out  of  a  sack  on  to  the  ground  over 
a  score  of  trout,  averaging  about  _21b.  At  Burning 
Plains,  on  this  river,  the  friend,  whom  I  mentioned 
before,  had  very  large  catches. 

Christchurch. — From  this  large  town,  the  capital 
of  the  Province  of  Canterbury,  many  and  first  class 
rivers  can  be  fished,  and  most  of  them  can  be 
reached  by  train.  Taking  them  from  the  north, 
the  snow  rivers  are  the  Hurunui,  Waimakariri, 
Rakaia,  Ashburton,  Rangitata,  and  Waitaki.  These, 
or  most  of  them,  have  the  large  silvery  trout  in 
tidal  water.  The  spring  rivers  are  the  Avon, 
Heathcote,  Selwyn,  Orari,  Opihi,  and  many  others. 
Winchester  and  Temuka,  in  South  Canterbiury,  are 
good  centres,  and  at  the  latter  can  be  met  the  only 
professional  fisher  in  the  country,  who  also  keeps 
a  Uvery  stable,  and  can  drive  his  customers  to  the 
best  localities  at  the  right  time  and  provide  them 
with  proper  tackle.  Nowhere  can  a  fisher  meet  a 
more  genial  guide  and  sportsman  than  Mr.  Nicholas, 
and  nowhere  is  there  a  wider  field  and  better  sport 
to  be  had  than  in  Canterbury. 

Blenheim. — This  is  a  town  from  which  the 
Marlborough  rivers,  Wairau  and  Amatere,  may  be 
fished. 

Nelson. — A  lovely  spot,  the  garden  of  New 
Zealand.  The  Maitai  flows  through  it,  and  the 
Motueka  and  the  west  coast  rivers  Grey  and  Buller 
may  be  reached  by  coach. 

North  Island. 

Wellington. — This  large  iovm.  may  be  called 
the  capital  of  the  colony,  and  from  it  many 
large  rivers  may  be  reached  by  railway.  In  the 
vicinity  are  the  Hutt  River,  with  its  many  tribu- 
taries, greatly  fished  by  the  Wellington  anglers, 
and  from  it  the  fisher  may  be  carried  by  train  to 
Masterton,  where  is  the  stately  river  Euarnahanga, 
and  many  others  can  be  reached  by  going  on  to 
Woodville,  where  I  was  told  was  the  best  fishing  in 
the  North  Island. 

Auckland. — A  traveller  does  not  hear  much 
about  fishing  in  the  north,  but  I  believe  the  Thames 
is  stocked  with  trout  and  also  the  large  river 
Waikato.  I  stayed  at  Okoroiri  a  day,  which  is  a 
sporting  hotel  frequented  by  Auckland  people, 
where  I  was  told  that  the  rainbow  trout  run  to 
three  or  four  pounds,  and  give  splendid  sport. 
Lake  Rotorua  contains  very  large  trout  at  the 
northern  end  which  will  not  take  bait.  The 
engineer  of  the  launch  on  which  I  took  a  round  of 
the  lake  told  me  he  had  been  fined  a  considerable 
sum  {£1S)  for  poaching. 

New  Plymouth.— This  is  a  centre  from  which  the 
Taranaki  rivers  can  be  fished,  which  the  settlers 
told  me  give  very  good  sport,  and  the  train  runs  to 
Whanganui,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  of  that  name, 
the  most  lovely  of  all  New  Zealand  rivers,  one  of 
the  sights  of  the  colony.  The  line  also  crosses  the 
Manawatu  River,  which  flows  through  a  gorge  of 
same  name,  which  every  visitor  to  the  colony 
should  see. 


EISHING  IN  THE  FAE  NOETH. 

{From  Colquhoun's  "  Stray  Casts.") 


(Continued  from  page  333.) 

There,  were  no  less  than  four  fishing-parties  at 
the  inn,  each  choosing  his  own  sport,  and  plenty  of 
it  to  choose.  All  of  them  had  tried  the  large  loch 
for  the  big  fish,  but  the  inn  people  told  us  not  one 
Salmo  ferow  had  been  extracted  this  year.  A  little 
enclosed  pond  was  easily  found  to  keep  the  bait 
alive  during  the  night,  and  we  soon  whipped  out 
the  necessary  number  to  stock  it. 

We  were  early  astir.    Of  course  the  live  bait  were 
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first  visited,  and  as  some  of  the  best  had  escaped 
the  fly-rod  was  again  put  in  commission.  My 
comrade  was  about  to  empty  our  fresh  supply  into 
the  enclosed  pool,  when,  with  eager  gesture,  he 
called  to  me  that  there  was  a  black  rat,  with  a 
white  throat,  walking  at  the  bottom  among  the 
trout.  I  was  soon  by  his  side,  and  at  the  same 
moment  the  little  black  and  white  intruder  sneaked 
out  of  his  bath  and  took  shelter  in  a  hollow  of  the 
rock.  He  was  easily  dislodged  and  captured,  when 
the  prize  turned  out  to  be  that  rare  species,  the 
water-shrew.  AVe  were  told  that  they  are  numerous 
in  that  quarter,  although  I  never  met  with  one  in 
any  other  part  of  Scotland. 

John  Sutherland,  our  new  fishing-guide,  is  a 
short,  well-built  man,  able  for  any  amount  of  work. 
The  ragged,  weather-beaten  lines  of  his  face,  slow 
speech,  and  stern  eye  are  good  warrant  that  "  his 
heart  is  in  the  right  place,"  or  I'm  much  mistaken. 
When  I  had  fastidiously  baited  my  most  approved 
troUing-tackle— for  I  was  determined  to  kill  a  large 
fish — we  cleared  the  harbour  with  him  for  "  stroke  " 
and  a  young  lad  as  "  bow."  Of  the  many  lochs  I 
have  fished,  I  never  found  one  with  so  clear  a 
channel  as  Assynt.  Although  I  trolled  deep— for 
the  loch  is  large,  and  requires  it — we  scarcely 
griped  a  weed,  and  only  once  or  twice  raked  the 
bottom  the  whole  time  we  were  out.  Spme  of  the 
best  fishing-ground  was  passed,  however,  before 
we  had  the  first  run,  and  landed  a  very  handsome 
twelve-pound  fish.  We  then  trolled  down  to  the 
island;  only  common  gulls  on  it,  and  a  pair  of 
Mergansers.  As  the  wind  was  favourable  for  the 
return,  we  came  back  over  the  same  ground,  which 
is  decidedly  better  for  heavy  fish  than  the  opposite 
side ;  killed  another  ferox  between  41b.  and  51b., 
and  hooked,  but  lost,  a  third.  No  other  offers,  but 
we  were  only  out  from  twelve  till  four,  being 
obliged  to  be  at  Loch  Inver  in  the  evening. 

It  was  with  great  regret  we  took  "leave  of  Assynt 
and  John  Sutherland.  All  this  wild  tract  was 
familiar  to  lam  as  his  ain  kale-yard.  Not  a  loch 
but  he  knew  all  its  capabilities — not  a  rare  bird  or 
animal  that  his  steady  eye  had  not  noted  and 
knew  well  where  to  find. 

We  hired  the  only  craft  on  Loch  Inver  to  cross 
the  Minch  to  Stornoway,  where  the  west-coast 
steamboat  calls.  A  filthy  little  smack,  and  dirtier 
skipper,  with  a  pair  of  squab  cabin-boys  for  crew, 
were  not  inviting,  but  we  had  no  choice.  When 
they  were  weighing  anchor  and  hoisting  sail,  we 
were  accosted  by  the  old  fishing-guide,  who  had 
till  then  been  unsuccessfully  fishing  for  his 
"  morning."  A  bottle  of  ale  at  once  uncorked  the 
full  tide  of  his  gasconading  folly.  He  first  boasted 
of  a  brother,  a  sergeant  in  a  Highland  regiment. 
One  of  the  fishing  gentlemen  quietly  asked  if  he 
had  not  deserted,     Neil's  fury  knew  no  bounds. 

"  He  deserted  his  wife,  then  ?  "  suggested  Mr.  , 

who  thoroughly  knew  his  man.  "  He  was  never 
merried,"  stuttered  old  hobnails,  choking  with 
passion.  "  Then  how  could  he  desert  his  wife  ?  " 
was  the  adroit  turn.  Neil's  muddled  dilemma  at 
this  query  was  comical  in  the  extreme.  The  stake- 
nets  were  in  full  view.  The  old  fisherman,  of 
course,  was  bragging  of  what  he  could  do  in  that 
way.  "  Gie  me  a  bag-net,"  quoth  Neil.  "  I've 
none  to  give ;  and  if  I  had  I  would  put  your  ugly 
head  in  it,"  retorts  the  salmon-angler,  who  hated 
the  very  name  of  the  deadly  tool  that  spoilt  his 
sport.    We  left  old  Neil  as  mad  as  a  bull  in  a  net. 


A  EOUGH  DAY  WITH  THE 
GEAYLING. 


It  was  a  MTretched  evening,  towards  the  close  of 
January,  when  I  started  on  a  journey  to  a  some- 
what out  of  the  way  country  village,  preparatory 
to  enjoying  a  day  amongst  the  grayling.  The 
barometer  was  just  below  thirty,  but  had  a 
tendency  to  rise,  although  meteorological  experts 
foretold  a  gale  of  wind  with  occasional  showers.  I 
would  fain  have  postponed  my  trip,  but  this  could 
not  well  be,  so  I  risked  the  weather,  hoping  that 
if  wind  came  the  rain  at  all  events  would  keep  off, 
for  I  had  the  liveliest  recollection  of  two  days 
utterly  spoiled  through  the  wet  on  the  very  same 
water  I  was  bound  for. 

On  the  first  occasion  I  defied  the  moisture  clad 
cap  d  pie  in  waterproof  clothing,  but  got  not  a  fish 
for  my  pains.  The  second  time  Jupiter  Pluvius 
was  one  too  many  for  me,  as  so  heavy  was  the 
downpour  that  after  a  few  unremunerative  casts  I 
had  to  discontinue  fishing  and  return  to  mine  inn, 
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And  what  a  cosy  homely  inn  it  was  and  is  1  I 
thought  so  particularly  when  I  entered  it  on  that 
January  night  after  an  unpleasant  walk  from  the 
station  in  a  nasty  drizzling  rain  and  through  thick 
chalky  mud.  "  The  old  man  is  out,"  was  the 
reply  of  the  cheery  hostess  to  the  question  I  put 
her  as  to  how  the  glass  stood.  I  hin:led  mental 
anathemas  at  the  head  of  that  old  man,  as  I  felt 
that  the  weather  would  be  anything  but  settled  on 
the  morrow. 

The  "old  man"  I  may  say,  for  the  benefit  of 
'the  uninitiated,  forms  part  of  one  of  those  rustic 
"  weather  indicators  "  which  are  frequently  seen  in 
hamlets  about  the  coimtry.  It  consists  of  a  doll's 
house  with  two  small  doors  and  a  pair  of  wooden 
figures,  representing  a  man  and  a  woman.  These 
latter  are  united  by  a  piece  of  twisted  catgut  which 
works  on  a  pivot.  The  action  of  the  atmosphere 
causes  the  catgut  to  contract  or  expand,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  makes  the  old  man  or  woman  come 
out  of  the  little  door.  If  the  man  is  foremost  one 
must  look  out  for  squalls,  but  if  the  madame  stands 
first  fine  weather  may  be  anticipated.  As  I  have 
said,  the  man  was  to  the  front  and  things  did  not 
look  hopeful. 

At  10  p.m.  the  rain  ceased,  and  then  the  fun 
began.  The  wind  commenced  its  wild  wailing,  and 
from  a  gentle  breeze  resolved  itself  by  a  crescendo 
movement  into  a  violent  gale,  which  played  havoc 
with  loose  tiles,  thatch,  fences,  and  the  branches  of 
trees.  How  I  wished  the  signboard  of  the  imi  at 
Jericho,  or  farther  off,  if  possible,  that  night.  It 
was  just  outside  the  window  of  my  bedroom,  and, 
having  awakened  me  from  my  beauty  sleep  by  its 
discordant  noise,  my  after  slumbers  were  sadly 
interfered  with.  If  I  could  only  have  got  at  it 
without  inconvenience,  I  would  have  greased  its 
hinges  so  that  they  would  not  have  creaked  for  the 
rest  of  its  natural  life.  At  8  a.m.  the  wind  was 
blowing  hard,  and  the  "  old  man "  was  stUl  out. 
What  the  river  would  be  like  I  could  only  surmise. 
After  fortifying  myself  with  an  extra  substantial 
breakfast  to  withstand  the  blast,  I  was  soon  by  its 
side.  At  first  I  thought  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fish  at  all,  for  the  water  resembled  a  sea  more  than 
a  placid  chalk  stream.  Here  and  there  were  spots 
rather  more  sheltered  than  the  rest  of  the  river, 
but  there  was  such  a  popple  on  the  deeper  portions 
where,  as  a  rule,  the  heavy  grayling  are  found,  that 
I  doubted  very  much  whether,  with  a  stiff  rod,  a 
heavy  running  line,  and  a  short  east,  I  should  be 
able  to  fish  them.  The  wind  was  a  regular  facer, 
and  the  direction  of  it  was  so  straight  across 
stream  that  at  no  angle  could  one  get  the  least 
assistance  from  it.  Throughout  the  day  it  was  a 
question  of  throwing  directly  into  its  teeth.  I 
knew  full  well  that  if  any  fly  hatched  out  it  would 
speedily  be  blown  away.  In  fact,  there  was  no 
rise — I  only  caught  sight  of  one  solitary  February 
Red,  or  Old  Joan  as  some  call  it,  which  alighted 
for  an  instant  on  the  water  and  then  vanished. 
The  best  thing  to  be  done,  I  opined,  was  to  get  a  fly 
to  sink  as  deeply  as  possible.  In  the  then  state  of 
the  water — a  mass  of  miniature  white-crested  wave- 
lets— Mahomet  was  not  likely  to  come  to  the 
mountain,  and,  accordingly,  the  mountain  had  to 
go  to  Mahomet,  or,  in  other  words,  as  the  grayling 
would  not  rise  the  lure  must  be  presented  as  close 
as  one  could  get  it  to  their  noses.  I  therefore 
mounted  a  Red  Tag,  the  largest  one  I  had  in  the 
box,  on  a  No.  2  hook,  a  size  which  would  almost 
frighten  most  grayling  fishers.  I  was  aware  where 
the  best  fish  were  to  be  found,  and  the  custodian  of 
the  water  gave  hints  where  shoals  had  been  lately 
seen.  I  thought,  perhaps,  that  some  foolish  gray- 
ling woidd  evince  a  predilection  for  my  fly,  and  in 
the  end  I  was  not  far  mistaken. 

What  I  caught  in  the  first  hours,  say,  from  half- 
past  nine  till  half -past  twelve,  is  not  worth  mention- 
ing. There  were  no  fish  amongst  my  captures, 
including,  as  they  do,  only  such  trifles  as  a  couple 
of  rustic  bridges,  one  fishing  hut,  sedges  by  the 
score,  an  odd  stake  or  two,  branches  of  trees  galore, 
my  own  garments  of  sorts,  and  a  few  other  odds 
and  ends  thrown  in.  It  was  absolutely  a  case  of 
chuck  and  chance  it.  Indeed,  in  the  more  exposed 
parts  of  the  river  one  could  hardly  stand  against 
the  gale.  At  midday  I  was  more  than  half 
inclined  to  give  up  trying  altogether,  for  my 
labours  of  the  morning  had  been  fruitless.  The 
sun,  however,  peeped  out  from  behind  the  clouds 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  uncommonly  mild, 
so  that  except  from  an  angling  point  of  view  there 
was  little  to  complain  of.  I  knew  that  my  best 
prospect  of  creeling  a  fish  would  be  in  the  middle 


of  the  day,  so  pegged  away,  trying  various  bumbles 
and  hackled  flies.  These  produced  nothing,  and  I 
once  more  put  up  the  Red  Tag.  I  had  a  half- 
hearted pluck  quickly  afterwards,  although  it  was 
not  easy  to  tell  whether  it  was  a  weed  bite  or  a 
touch  from  a  grayling.  To  be  on  the  right  side  I 
struck  ever  so  gently  at  the  next  knock,  and  was 
into  a  nice  fish.  Shortly  afterwards  another  took 
the  fly,  and  then  another  ;  the  third  one,  however, 
was  such  a  wee  chappie  that  it  had  to  go  back 
again.  Matters  looked  promising,  and  if  only  the 
howling  gale  had  abated  I  think  I  should  have 
made  a  grand  bag.  There  was  a  shoal  of  big 
fellows  hard  by  a  certain  little  ornamental  bridge, 
and  by  standing  on  the  latter  and  holding  on  with 
one  hand  I  was  able  to  cast  with  the  other. 
Thrice  the  line,  notwithstanding  its  weight,  came 
back  in  my  face.  At  the  fourth  essay  it  landed 
somewhere  about  ten  yards  in  front  of  me, 
and  began  pirouetting  down  stream.  "Aht"  I 
mentally  exclaimed,  "  that  was  something  like  a 
pull,"  and  I  felt  immediately  that  a  big  grayling 
had  become  hooked.  I  had  a  lively  and  pretty  bit 
of  sport  with  this  fish,  the  best  one  I  killed. 
There  was  a  strong  stream  running,  the  wind  blew 
exceptionally  hard,  and  the  grayling  fought  every 
inch  of  the  way  to  the  net.  The  excitement  grew 
when  I  made  an  attempt  to  land  it.  Carefully  I 
brought  the  fish  up  to  the  net,  and  placed  the 
latter  under  it.  Then  an  extra  strong  gust  came 
along,  causing  me  to  lose  my  foothold  on  the 
slippery  bank.  The  whole  bag  of  tricks — fish,  net, 
and  rod — came  to  grief,  as  I  had  to  drop  the  lot  to 
prevent  myself  rolling  into  a  couple  of  feet  of  water 
behind  me.  There  was  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish  to 
contemplate  ;  but  I  was  quickly  on  my  feet  again 
and  clutched  the  rod,  finding,  to  my  unmense 
satisfaction,  that  the  grayling  was  still  on,  careering 
about  down-stream  amongst  the  mimic  waves.  I 
pulled  myself  together,  soon  had  it  under  control 
for  the  second  time,  and  heaved  a  sigh  of  satis- 
faction when  I  fairly  and  squarely  landed  it  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  hook  came  away.  It  was 
a  close  shave,  but  I  had  a  two-pound  fish,  minus 
an  ounce,  to  admire — plump,  grandly  spotted,  and 
like  a  bar  of  silver. 

I  resumed  fishing  after  a  contemplative  cigarette, 
and  in  five  minutes  landed  a  brace  and  a  half  of 
trout.  They  literally  jumped  out  at  the  Red  Tag 
the  moment  it  alighted  on  the  water.  They  were 
in  fair  condition,  having  almost  recovered  from 
spawning,  but  were,  of  course,  tenderly  imhooked 
and  promptly  returned.  But  I  had  no  more  gray- 
ling. At  three  o'clock  there  was  a  severe  hail- 
storm, followed  by  an  absolute  cahn  for  some  five 
minutes.  Then  the  gale  burst  forth  afresh  with 
renewed  strength.  I  refused  to  face  it  again,  and 
soon  made  my  way  back  to  the  little  inn,  as  a 
most  gorgeous  simset  betokened  the  closing  of  the 
roughest  day  for  fly  fishing  I  have  ever  had  during 
anything  but  a  short  career  as  a  disciple  of  Father 
Izaak.  The  Chiel. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEKS. 

{From  the  "  Book  6f  the  Roach"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbvillh  Fennell.) 

{Continued  from  page  332.) 

CHAPTER  Y —continued. 
Temperature. — A  friend  writes  :  "  Much  of  the 
pleasure  of  roach  fishing — as  does  the  pleasure 
of  every  other  description  of  angling — arises  from 
its  uncertainty,  and  in  this  respect  it  ought  to  be 
the  most  pleasurable  piursuit,  for  it  is  assuredly 
the  most  precarious  of  all  fishing.  The  most 
favourable-looking  weather  has  ofttimes  produced 
no  results,  and,  on  the  contrary,  when  all  appeared 
dead  against  success,  a  basket  or  bag  has  been 
filled  to  repletion  with  fat  and  handsome  roach." 
These  facts  arise  from  causes  which  are  at  present 
a  sealed  book  to  the  angler,  but  which,  we  are 
persuaded,  would  not  long  remain  so  if  the  angler 
would  bring  a  little  of  that  patience  and  thought 
to  bear  upon  the  condition  of  the  water  and  the 
atmosphere  which  he  does  upon  the  whole  of  his 
fishing  paraphernalia.  The  man  who  leaves  a 
joint  of  his  rod,  his  bait-box,  or  his  plummet  at 
home  is  universally  voted  a  careless  fellow  and  a 
bore  to  others,  from  whom  he  is  compelled  to 
borrow.  Yet  a  knowledge  of  the  different  causes 
which  affect  the  feeding  of  fish  is  quite  as  essential 
as  the  possession  and  fitness  of  the  tackle  where- 
with to  take  them.    As  at  times  all  the  skill  and 


perseverance  in  the  world  \vill  not  bring  them  to 
hook,  so  might  a  man,  if  he  possessed  the  requisite 
powers  of  discernment,  avoid  the  loss  of  time 
involved  in  hopeless,  if  not  vexatious,  occupation 
by  the  water  side.  And  yet  we  are  perfectly 
certain  that  to  arrive  at  an  approximation  to  this 
desirable  knowledge  needs  but  a  little  joint  effort 
amongst  anglers.  We  cannot,  indeed,  see  any 
difficulty,  and  if  the  clubs  would  cause  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  several  waters  to  be  recorded  by  the 
members  visiting  such  angling  resorts  on  the  same 
day,  together  with  the  results  of  takes,  much  of  the 
ground  of  uncertainty  which  now  smnrouads  fishing 
would  be  cleared  away. 

It  may  be  urged  that  this  very  uncertainty  is 
the  charm  of  angling.  We  admit  it  to  a  great 
extent,  and  we  need  not  be  afraid  but  there  will 
ever  be  enough  mystery  in  the  art  to  keep  an  active 
mind  on  the  alert  for  fresh  discoveries.  It  is  the 
thorough  ignorance  that  we  are  in  respecting  so 
much  that  has  to  be  deplored  ;  we  need  never  fear 
learning  too  much  of  natm'e's  secrets. 

Mr.  Bailey  observes  on  this  head  :  "  Some  four 
or  five  years  ago,  I  visited  London  for  the  purpose 
of  fishing  the  Thames  and  Lea,  etc.  From  the  fact 
of  the  roach  not  taking  the  worm  in  either  river 
(it  being  in  the  summertime),  I  felt  satisfied  it  was 
owing  to  the  temperature  of  the  water.  Since  that 
time,  and 'more  especially  on  my  second  visit,  I 
procinred  a  small  pocket  thermometer,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  temperature,  and  I 
always  carry  it  with  me  on  my  fishing  excursions. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  article  will 
prove  a  most  useful  addition  to  an  angler's  equip- 
ment, and  no  fisherman  ought  to  go  without  one, 
for  this  reason.  No  doubt  some  of  my  readers  can 
remember  a  day  when  the  finny  tribe  bit  freely, 
and  a  basketful  of  fish  was  the  result  of  the  day's 
sport,  and  on  the  next  day,  without  any  \'isible 
change,  it  was  impossible  to  persuade  the  fish  to 
bite  at  all.  You  puzzle  your  brains  to  get  at  the 
cause  of  this,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  You  are 
successful  one  day,  and  on  the  next  beaten  on  your 
meiits,  because  a  sudden  change  has  taken  place 
which  the  eye  could  not  detect;  but  the  ther- 
mometer might  have  cleared  up  the  mystery  by 
showing  you  that  the  water  was  five  or  six  degrees 
colder  to-day  than  it  was  yesterday.  This  alone 
would  be  quite  sufficient  to  stop  the  fish  from  biting, 
especially  if  you  treat  them  both  days  alike. 
Now,  if  the  angler  would  apply  the  thermometer 
a  few  times,  both  on  his  successful  days  and  blank 
ones,  and  enter  the  residt  in  his  pocket-book,  he 
would  in  a  short  time  be  able  to  tell  whether  the  fish 
were  likely  to  bite  or  not ;  and,  as  regards  ground- 
bait,  he  would  know  what  quantity  to  throw  in, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  water." 

Mr.  BaQey  writes  in  July :  "  The  success  or 
non-success  entirely  depends  on  the  rod-fisher's 
judgment  in  the  selection  of  suitable  swims  for 
the  time  of  the  year,  for  if  he  attempts  to  fish 
deep,  sluggish  waters,  so  sure  will  he  return  home 
with  an  emptj'  basket.  As  I  stated  last  week,  fast 
swims  for  the  present  are  the  most  likely  places  to 
find  all  fish." 

Weather. — The  weather  has  been  supposed, 
and  with  much  reason,  to  influence  all  fish  in 
their  feeding,  but  Me  think  from  many  observa- 
tions that  this  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  sudden 
changes  than  to  any  particular  wind,  however 
unfavourable.  We  have  often  found  the  fish  bite 
well  after  a  long  continuance  of  northerly  or 
easterly  winds,  but  seldom  when  a  violent  or 
sudden  change  occurred,  even  to  a  favourable 
quarter.  Fish  seem  to  become  aware  of  and  to 
foresee  and  dread  changes,  even  as  in  sea-fishing 
they  will  leave  off  biting  some  hours  before  the 
advent  of  an  easterly  wind. 

Snow-water. — Our  own  experience  has  shown 
that  fish  will  not  feed  at  all  when  the  snow-water 
is  dominant  in  the  rivers,  etc.,  but  that  while  snow 
lies  upon  the  ground,  previous  to  the  thaw,  roach 
do  not  fall  off  their  appetite,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
more  particularly  under  the  influence  of  a  north 
wind,  sometimes  become  very  ravenoiis. 

{To  he  continued.) 


Ltra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  LjTics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  51.  A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing, "  etc.  The  h^tld  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  lime.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2a.  6<1. 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Eemaeks— The  Thames  is  still 
in  excellent  condition,  though  few  trout  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  G.  Simbaldi,  at  Molesey  Weir,  has  had 
the  best  Thames  trout  of  the  century— a  fish  scaling 
81b.  lOoz.  He  was  heartily  congratulated  at  Monday's 
K.P.S.  meeting  upon  his  success.  At  Henley,  last 
week,  Mr.  A.  E.  Holbs  had  a  trout  of  SJlb.  Being 
informed  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  proposed  to 
let  off  the  water  in  the  Windsor  to  Datchet  reach 
on  Thursday,  I  pointed  out  to  Mr.  R.  Philip- 
son,  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Association,  how  detrimental  this  would  be 
to  the  spawn  in  that  reach,  and  Mr.  F.  Little- 
wood,  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials,  called 
to  see  the  Thames  Conservancy  secretary  in  reference 
to  the  matter,  but  as  this  paragraph  must  reach  the 
Fishing  Gazette  first  thing  Thursday  morning,  I  cannot 
say  if  it  has  been  found  possible  to  postpone  the  letting 
off  of  the  water  until  the  spawn  has  hatched  out.— 
P.  H.  Amphlett. 

  Chertsey,  Laleham,  Shepperton,  etc. — 

Water  in  excellent  condition,  and  prospects  good. 
Fish  taken  :  May  17,  one  trout  of  5Jlb.,  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Gomm ;  May  18,  one  trout  of  51b.,  by  Mr.  D.  Wilson, 
of  Chertsey,  a  fish  in  perfect  condition,  which  has  been 
sent  to  be  set  up  ;  May  20,  one  trout  of  6ilb.,  by  Mr. 
H.  G.  Gomm.  Many  nice  fish  are  now  on  the  move, 
and  a  few  warm  days  will  doubtless  bring  them  on  to 
the  fly.— J.  V.  Eyee. 

  (Lechlade,  etc.)— May  Fly  was  well  on  on 

Saturday  (May  18),  and  the  big  and  little  trout  taking 
them  freely  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  four-mile  stretch. 
But  little  doing  at  present  with  trout.— The  Rambler. 

Ancholme  District.— The  Hawthorn  Ply  continues 
m  full  force,  whilst  there  are  now  myriads  of  Black  Gnats. 
The  Duns  are  very  few  in  number,  owing  to  cold  winds 
Plies  of  other  class  are  mostly  very  delicate,  and  warm 
weather  is  needed  to  bring  them  out,  especially  in  the 
evenings.  Prospects  for  Whitsuntide  fly  fishing  are 
not  very  rosy,  owing  to  long  drought,  which  has  now 
lasted  five  or  six  weeks.— Thomas  Peed  Caistok. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire). — 
These  trout  streams  are  in  nice  order,  the  water  being 
high  at  present  and  of  a  nice  tinge,  and  all  the  weeds 
have  been  cut.  The  first  May  Fly  was  seen  at  Fairford 
on  May  17,  so  that  about  another  week  or  ten 
days  from  that  time  should  bring  them  up  well. 
Amongst  others  who  have  been  out,  either  on  hotel  or 
private  waters,  are  :— Drs.  Parker-Lockwood,  Hooker, 
Good,  Severn,  Powell,  March,  Pilkington,  and  Turrill^ 
and  Messrs.  F.  Carbonell,  Ronald  Walker,  Russell' 
Barker  (two-and-a-half  brace  one  day  at  Fairford),' 
Albert  lies,  Hitchman  lies,  John  Faulkner,  Battersby' 
Herbert,  Stradling,  Fry,  H.  Gibbs,  Gardner,  Bayley' 
T.  Powell,  G.  B.  Milne,  R.  Barker,  Dapys,  John 
Morgan,  E.  Chew,  E.  Mills,  Captain  M.  Yates,  etc.  The 
Duke  of  Leeds  is  again  fi.shing  the  Coin  St.  Aldwvns 
water  (Williamstrip  Park),  which  belongs  to  ~Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach.  The  Bull  Hotel  waters  are 
nearly  full  up  for  Whitsuntide,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  another  rod  or  two.  The  trout  are  now  in  beautiful 
condition,  and  die  very  game. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— River  is  very  low, 
and  moorland  streams  are  down  to  summer  level.  A 
basket  of  ten  brace  by  Dr.  Harvey,  of  Newton  Abbot, 
was  about  the  best.  Plies  are  Blue  Upright,  Pheasant 
Tail,  and  Black  Palmer  with  silver  body.  In  the 
lower  waters,  the  evening  fishermen  have  been  getting 
a  couple  of  fish  on  an  average,  but  a  few  brace  are 
being  made  by  anglers  who  are  out  a  good  deal.  Mr, 
G.  Garrow  Green  had  nine  nice  trout  from  the  Har- 
bourne,  after  returning  several.  Six  of  these  weighed 
21b.  9oz.  On  May  15  the  same  rod  killed  eight 
on  the  Hems,  one  of  these  being  nearly  12oz.  The 
Alder  and  black  May  Ply  should  be  used.  I  hear  that 
two  anglers  had  a  stormy  scene  on  the  river  bank  a 
short  time  since,  and  that  hard  words  were  followed 
by  something  harder.  The  affair  has  been  reported  to 
the  Board  of  Conservators  and  also  to  the  Angling 
Association.  The  latter  body  will  hold  a  special  com- 
mittee meeting  to  consider  the  matter.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport  is  very  quiet,  the 
days  being  bright'  with  easterly  winds  and  streams 
somewhat  low.  The  Tamar  and  border  rivers  are 
"down,"  and  it  is  only  in  the  evenings  that  trout 
have  been  taken.  The  midges  were  plentiful  last  week, 
but  on  May  18  the  Alder  was  on,  and  one  gentleman 
.secured  a  nice  lot  of  twenty-one,  after  returning 
several.  Another  rod  killed  ten.  The  Hawthorn  and 
Alder  were  the  flies  used,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  former  will  give  good  fishing  this  week.  Small 
lots  have  been  creeled  on  the  Carey,  an  angling  cor- 
respondent getting  six  fish  in  two  evenings,  the  largest 
scaling  Jib. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— A  fair  number  of  enthusiasts 
have  putd  the  rod  on  this  river  during  the  past  week, 


but,  generally  speaking,  discouraging  results  have  been 
experienced,  the  fish  refusing  to  take  the  lure.  For 
this  the  low  state  of  the  river  is  mainly  responsible, 
and  rain  is  much  needed  in  order  to  bring  the  water 
into  good  angling  trim.  Should  a  good  spate  arrive 
the  prospects  should  be  fairly  good,  otherwise  anything 
like  sport  is  out  of  the  question  during  the  coming 
week. — J.  Jackson. 

Ten  District  (South  Linos,  and  Cam'bs.)— 
The  weather  has  been  very  fine  now  for  nearly  a  fort- 
night, but  at  present  the  brooks  are  very  low  and 
fishing  is  difficult ;  nights  have  been  somewhat  cold 
in  addition,  consequently  the  flush  of  flies  has  not 
been  so  great  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  Lately, 
sportsmen  have  had  a  diversion  on  the  Welland, 
Gwash,  and  other  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stamford  in  a  visit  from  the  otter  hounds. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — It  seems  as 
though  very  little  is  being  done  by  anglers  among 
trout  in  this  district.  The  waters  are  low  and  fine ; 
water  flies  are  none  too  plentiful,  and  probably  not 
until  next  week  will  much  be  done  among  trout. 
Possibly  the  holidays  will  tempt  a  number  to  take  out 
the  rod,  and  if  they  do  not  visit  the  waters  of  Notting- 
hamshire they  will  betake  themselves  to  the  Derbyshire 
and  Yorkshire  waters  which,  I  understand,  are  yielding 
fairly  well. — L. 

Itchen. — A  constant  north-east  wind  has  prevented 
anglers  all  the  week,  and  given  them  good  cause  for 
grumbling.  To  a  fisherman's  eye  the  Itchen  River 
loses  half  its  charm  when  the  fringes  of  the  tussocks 
are  blowing  in  the  same  direction  as  the  run  of  the 
stream,  and  the  tall  meadow  grasses,  bending  from  a 
nasty  easterly  breeze,  all  point  to  the  westward,  where 
the  wind  should  come  from.  Day  after  day  the  natural 
fly  has  been  hastened  down  stream  by  wind  and 
current,  and,  as  was  the  case  last  week,  only  in 
certain  parts  of  the  river  could  trout  feed  steadily  on 
surface  food.  At  the  Worthys  water,  on  May  15,  a 
lady  had  three  brace  of  very  nice  trout,  taken  on  wet 
fly  fished  down  stream.  After  seeing  the  first  fish 
struck,  I  watched  the  rest  of  the  performance  with 
much  interest,  for  when  the  trout  came  the  rod  point 
was  thrown  up  and  back  as  if  the  tackle  were  intended 
to  smash,  but  the  strike  was  made  from  a  very  easy 
running  reel,  and  in  no  case  were  flies  left  in  fish  by 
tackle  breaking,  though  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that 
the  gut  used  was  some  wonderfully  good  stuff  supplied 
by  Messrs.  Eaton  &  Dillon.  On  May  IC,  at  sundown, 
the  wind  dropped,  and,  natural  fly  being  plentiful, 
there  was  a  very  fair  evening  rise,  which  lasted  from 
seven  o'clock  until  nearly  a  quarter  past  eight.  Indeed, 
there  has  been  a  better  show  of  natural  fly  this  year 
than  for  many  a  past  season.  The  best  baskets  for 
the  week  were  seven  brace  from  the  Worthys  water 
and  five  brace  from  the  Itchen  Abbas  Club  water. 
Below  Winchester  the  few  rods  out  hardly  averaged 
one  trout.  The  most  killing  flies  lately  have  been 
small  Dark  Olive,  Bough  Hare's  Ear  with  gold  rib, 
and  biggish  Wickham,  as  dressed  by  local  fly  makers. 
Mr.  Courtney  Tracy's  otter  hounds  are  to  hunt  the 
Worthys  and  Grange  waters  on  May  23,  and  should 
have  good  sport,  for  otters  are  fairly  plentiful  since  I 
have  managed  to  stop  steel  traps  being  used  on  quite 
eight  miles  of  this  river. — E.  Valentine  Corrie. 

Lake  District. — Angling  prospects  for  the  coming 
holidays  are  by  no  means  encouraging  in  this  district. 
Very  little  rain  has  fallen  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
and  as  a  consequence  rivers  are  lower  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  years  in  the  month  of  May.  Not 
only  are  the  streams  low,  but  some  of  them  are  in  a 
filthy  state  of  pollution.  Day  by  day  the  sun  shines 
in  a  cloudless  sky,  and  the  few  anglers  who  have  been 
out  have  met  with  little  reward  either  on  river  or  lake. 
Fishing  on  the  Lakes  has  been  fairly  successful,  how- 
ever, on  a  few  occasions  when  there  has  been  suf- 
ficient wind  to  cause  a  ripple,  and  in  the  evenings. 
In  other  respects  the  Lake  District  presents  an  attrac- 
tive appearance  ;  vegetation  is  at  its  brightest  and 
freshest  stage,  and  intending  visitors  might  find  much 
to  compensate  them  for  the  absence  of  their  favourite 
sport. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales). — During  the  past 
week  the  weather  has  been  bright,  clear,  and  very  dry, 
and  not  very  favourable  for  fishing.  Notwithstanding 
this,  some  splendid  baskets  have  been  made.  The 
best  flies  are  Claret  and  Grouse,  Zulu  Teal  and  Red, 
Teal  and  Green,  Black  Gnat  and  Butcher.  On  May 
15,  fifty-three  fish  were  killed  :  Mr.  Townshend 
creeled  fifteen  (71b.  4oz.)  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  twelve 
(71b.  loz.) ;  Captain  Garnett,  fourteen  (91b.  loz.)  ; 
Captain  Hodge,  four  (21b.  4oz.)  ;  Messrs.  Herbert  and 
Raynor,  three  each  (21b.  2oz.)  ;  Mr.  Chance,  two 
(lib.  2oz,)  On  May  16  sixty-six  fish  were  killed  : 
Messrs.  Crowther  and  Townshend  killed  eighteen 
each  (141b.  2oz.) ;  Captain  Garnett,  sixteen  (91b.  6oz.)  ; 
Mr.  Raynor,  nine  (81b.  8oz.)  ;  Messrs  Chance  and 
Herbert,  tv  o  each  (lib.  4oz.)  On  May  17,  Mr.  Crowther 
killed  sevtntean  (111b.  4oz.) ;  Messrs.  Herbert  and 
Townshend,  eight  each ;  Captain  Garnett  and  Mr. 
Raynor,  nine  each  ;  Captain  Hodge,  four  (21b.  8oz.). 
On  May  18,  Mr.  Townshend  killed  thirty  fish  (171b. 
6oz.) ;  and  Captain  Garnett,  sixteen  (101b.) ;  On  May 
20,  Captain  Garnett  killed  thirty  (161b.  8oz.) ;  and 


Mr.  Townshend  twenty-one  (121b.  13oz.)  On  May  21, 
Captain  Garnett  killed  twenty-seven  (14lb.  8oz.) ;  Mr. 
Townshend,  sixteen  (91b.   2oz.) ;    and  Mr.  Litstef, 

eight  (ilb.  120Z.)— LONGDEIFT. 

Lea. — The  cold  winds  continue,  and  consequently 
very  little  indeed  is  being  seen  of  the  trout.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  fish  are  keeping  in  the  deeps. 
Few  are  in  the  weir-pools  yet,  but  when  the  bleak 
and  small  fry  begin  to  work  up  to  them  the  trout  are 
pretty  certain  to.  follow.  Down  to  Wednesday  no 
notable  trout  had  been  reported  taken,  either  in  public 
or  private  water,  and  until  we  are  treated  to  some 
warm  showers  and  more  genial  weather  sport  is  not 
likely  to  improve.  The  cold  weather  is  against  coarse 
fish-spawning  operations,  although  the  roach  are  now 
pretty  busy  in  the  weeds.  The  river  is  in  fair  order 
between  Broxbourne  and  St.  Margaret's,  I  cannot 
hear  anything  of  the  May  Ply  yet,  either  on  the  Lea 
or  its  tributaries.  Coarse  fishing  reopens  on  the 
tributary  Stort  on  June  16.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  running  in  good  order,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  very 
hot,  and  fishing  has  been  no  good  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  The  fish  rise  well  in  the  morning  and  evening, 
and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out,  land  have  used 
Blue  Dun,  Red  and  Grey  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  Orl. 
Cow  Dung,  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  and  gome  very 
nice  trout  have  been  landed  in  both  streams.  Rain 
would  do  good  and  would  refresh  the  streams.  The 
caddis  bait  is  keeping  trout  on  the  feed  at  the  bottom, 
and  they  may  be  up  any  day  now. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pint  ley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order,  but  blight  sunshine  by  day, 
followed  by  cold  nights  inclined  to  be  frosty,  with 
wind  sticking  to  the  north  and  east,  causes  trout  to 
be  sluggish,  and  flies  rather  scarce.  The  Alder  and 
Yellow  Dun  are  both  out,  also  Grey  and  Brown 
Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Stone  Ply,  and 
Brown  Owl.  The  May  Ply  is  likely  to  be  late  this 
season  ;  it  is  due  now  in  a  few  days.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  At  time  of 
reporting  the  river  is  running  very  clear  and  low,  and 
the  weeds  at  the  bottom  are  beginning  to  strongly 
assert  themselves.  Trout  have  every  day  for  the  past 
week  been  feeding  both  in  the  pools  and  on  the 
shallows  on  the  midges  which  swarm  in  countless 
thousands  all  along  the  banks.  Experts  in  the  use  of 
the  dry  fly  have  been  rewarded.  On  May  18,  a  rod 
on  Mr.  Roll's  water  killed  seven  fine  trout,  weighing 
collectively  nearly  4Jlb.  On  May  20,  a  rod  at  Ottery 
St.  Mary,  took  five,  and  on  May  21  another  rod  on  the 
same  fishing  took  six  weighing  31b.  2oz. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  ruiuiing  down  fine,  and 
some  rain  would  be  welcohae.  A  few  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Meavy,  Walkham,  and 
Tavy,  and  those  fishermen  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dart  have  been  doing  faiily  well,  although  the  water 
is  very  low.  The  peel  are  still  running  up,  but  we 
want  a  spate  before  much  good  can  be  done.  My 
daughter  had  a  nice  fresh-run  peel  on  May  15,  which 
she  took  on  a  light  gossamer  cast  and  small  red  quill. 
She  was  fishing  for  trout,  but  she  successfully  played 
and  landed  it  in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  ;  it  just 
turned  the  scale  at  21b.  Some  nice  trout  also  made 
up  a  very  fair  basket. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — At  present  the  weather  is  all  that  could 
possibly  be  desired  for  otter  hunting.  Mr.  Buckley's 
otter  hounds  have  had  three  days'  capital  sport  on  the 
River  Tanat  during  the  past  week,  and  have  accounted 
for  three  otters,  one  of  which  was  281b.  in  weight. 
As  far  as  angling  is  concerned,  the  week  has  been 
nearly  a  blank,  as  the  water  in  all  these  streams  is 
now  very  low  and  bright.  A  few  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Severn  above  Shrewsbury,  and  several 
small  pike  captured  in  the  Vyrnwy.  In  the  Upper 
Tanat-  and  its  tributaries  a  few  nice  trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly,  and  a  few  small  ones  in  the  Cain, 
which  is  at  present  very  low  indeed. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
Frost  has  not  yet  left  us.  Those  who  were  astir  early 
on  May  14  found  grass  and  vegetation  generally 
enshrouded  in  white.  The  days  have  been  warm  with 
a  persistent  north-easterly  wind,  and  the  rain  so 
badly  needed  for  streams,  rivers,  and  agriculture  still 
holds  off.  The  water  in  all  districts  is  too  bright  for 
successful  sport.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  at  Balcombe,  also  at 
Buxted  and  Sheflield  Park,  but  from  the  main  river 
at  Hamsey  and  Barcombe  Mills  the  record  is  meagre. 
Worming  has  accounted  for  most  of  the  fish  taken, 
but  until  we  get  a  few  hours'  rain  we  cannot  hope  for 
an  improvement. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishing  prospects  are  not  very 
bright,  water  low  and  clear  ;  bass  fishing  at  the  estuary 
may  be  tiied ;  rock  fishing  this  spring  not  so  good  as 
usual.  Night  fishing  is  the  only  chance  for  trout. — 
Busty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  continues  to  run 
clear,  and  is  a  nice  level  and  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  bright  with  sunshine,  and 
angling  during  the  middle  of  the  day  has  been  quiet. 
The  best  time  for  fishing  has  been  in  the  early 
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morning  and  in  the  evening,  when  the  fish  have  been 
well  on  the  feed.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  used  Blue  Dun,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Red  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Hare's  Ear,  Cow  Dung,  Palmer's  and  Stone 
Fly.  Caddow  or  May  Ply  are  moving  on  the  bottom, 
and  trout  are  feeding  on  them,  and  they  may  be  up 
any  day  now,  and  should  be  a  good  season.  Up  to  the 
present  none  have  been  up. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  continues 
to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and 
very  hot— in  fact,  far  too  hot  for  fishing  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  day- 
time. A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  early 
morning  and  after  five  in  the  evening,  and  the  fish 
have  been  well  on  the  move,  and  have  been  taking  fly 
well,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been 
landed.  The  May  Fly  should  be  up  next  week  if  the 
weather  keeps  as  it  is. — Woecestbb. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
The  Swan  Hotel  water  is  in  very  good  order,  but  it 
has  been  too  bright  for  specially  successful  trouting  ; 
two  or  three  rods  report  good  sport  in  the  district^ 
with  creels  of  from  four  to  six  brace.  Canon  and  Miss 
Golightly,  Messrs.  Herbert,  Lee,  Lockwood,  Peachie, 
and  E.  Chew  have  been  out  here  with  sport.  Mr.  r! 
B.  Cooper's  friends  have  done  well  on  the  Bibury 
Court  waters,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  and  friends  have  had 
good  sport  on  the  Ablington  Manor  waters,— Sheeby 
Spinneb. 

Windrush  (East  Gloucestershire).— The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Windrush  are  in  fair  order  for  trouting, 
but  some  rain  would  improve  things  all  round.  A 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  private  waters  in  the 
Bourton-on-the- Water  district.  Best  flies— Olive  and 
Blue  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Spinner,  and  Brown  Alder, 
until  the  drake  is  well  on. — Piscatob. 

Witham.etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
A  friend  writes  me  from  North  Lincolnshire  that  flies 
are  very  scarce  owing  to  the  cold  winds.  Cowdung 
flies  are  very  plentiful.  Alder  flies  and  Hawthorn 
flies  are  scarce,  and  the  Black  Gnat  is  just  making  its 
appearance.  It  is  only  now  and  again  that  you  hear 
of  any  fish  being  taken.  A  little  rain  would  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  holidays.  There  will  not  be  much 
fishing  before  June  16,  and  even  then  the  fish  will 
scarcely  be  ready  in  such  waters  as  the  Possdyke  and 
the  Witham. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
nvers  are  yet  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  order  for  fly 
fishing,  but  the  fish  are  not  rising  very  well  at  present 
The  best  dish  I  hear  of,  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson  obtained 
from  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water,  Matlock  Dale,  five  fish,  one  21b.  3oz.,  another  lUh 
taken  with  Iron  Blue.  Mr.  Rowland,  also  fishing  in 
the  deep  water  at  Matlock  Bath  with  ants'  eggs, 
caught  one  trout,  weighing  31b.  A  gentleman°on 
Wednesday  (May  22)  took  one  fish  from  the  Dale 
waters.  There  is  no  sign  of  the  May  Ply  at  present. 
Rain  is  badly  wanted.  Useful  flies  :  Iron  Blue,  Olive 
Dun  (dark).  Yellow  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Sand  Fly  — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 

I  send  you  a  few  more  Stone  Fly  creepers  I  picked 
up.  I  found  one  solitary  "Jack,"  as  the  male -fly 
IS  called— a  sort  of  agent  in  advance  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  general  rise,  which  will  not  take  place 
until  the  first  week  in  June.  It  will  also  be  early  ia 
the  same  month  before  the  Green  or  Grey  Drake  will 
make  its  appearance  on  any  of  the  Yorkshire  streams. 
The  two  latter  flies  have  become  more  numerous  and 
more  generally  distributed  on  our  rivers  in  recent 
years,  while  the  March,  or  Great  Brown,  becomes 
scarcer ;  how  to  account  for  it  I  know  not.  The  Stone 
Fly  creeper  should  be  a  good  bait  during  Whitsuntide 
but  prospects  for  sport  during  the  holidays  are  not 
good,  and  a  general  rain  all  through  the  county 
would  be  very  welcome,  and  come  as  a  boon 
and  a  blessing,  not  only  to  anglers,  but  to  farmers 
There  is  less  water  than  ever  to  fish  in,  but 
the  trout  are  hungry;  you  can  see  them  follow  the 
flies  m  the  shallows  with  their  backs  out  of  water, 
but  they  take  a  deal  of  catching,  and  you  have 
to  work  hard  early  and  late,  before  sunrise  and  at 
sunset,  to  get  a  decent  dish— that's  my  experience  and 
that  of  other  anglers  I  have  met  up  the  Yore;  the 
Swaledale  piscators  are  doing  very  little,  there  heiw 
so  very  little  water  to  fish  in  in  the  upper  district  or 
m  the  tributary  streams.  Mr.  W.  0.  Platts  says  • 
"The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear,  and  there  is  little 
doing.  Fish  are  rising  a  little  in  the  evenings,  but  two 
or  three  brace  are  as  much  as  are  going  to  a  good 
average  basket  at  present  in  mid- Wharfe.  Neither  is 
up-stream  worm  doing  much  better,  although  the 


•nil^M  HORSE  Hair. "-Sample,  26  lengths  best  qnality 

mi^t  rh''  "i^'^  ^tl^  ^^"eths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 

flies,  2s.  6d  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knitted,  23.  per  luO.  Hair 
oasts  selected  Is.  each  ;  53.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  ^  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers! 
Is.  ed.  per  dozen  File,  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hal^ 
oasts  8  yards  with  8  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each  nl 

Depot,  19,  New  Sbatlon-rtreBt,  Lewto.  ^niai* 


river  is  in  typical  trim  for  it.  A  few  odd  March 
Browns  have  been  out."  '  The  thanks  of  the 
local  anglers  are  due  to  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  for  persistently 
restocking  the  Roundhay  waters.  The  Rye,  Riccall 
Hodge,  Upper  Derwent,  Scalby,  and  Pickering 
Back  are  all  dead  low,  and  there  is  little  to  be 
done  in  them  at  present.  The  best  baits  for  Whit- 
suntide are  the  Miller's  Thumb,  Devon,  the  Natural 
Minnow  fished  on  fine  Ariel  tackle,  and  the  Creeper. 
The  best  flies  are  the  Blue  Partridge,  Red  Clock  (the 
latter  and  the  Gravel  Bed  Ply  are  well  on),  Stone 
Midge,  Yellow  Dun,  Snipe  Bloa,  Dark  Watchet,  Snipe 
and  Orange,  and  Brown  Owl  for  evening  fishing.- 
JoHN  E.  MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacalgfeaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  IT.B,). 

—Although  the  weather  is  not  yet  very  favourable'  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  good.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr  De 
Renter,  London,  fished  Loch  Urigill  and  made  the 
handsome  basketpf  three  dozen  trout,  aggregating  131b. 

Battleby  Loch  (Luncasty).— On  May  17  this 
loch  was  fished  for  the  first  time  by  Mr.  Archibald 
Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  who  killed  with  one  rod 
twenty  trout  weighing  21^1b.,  one  of  which  was  a  sea- 
trout  of  IJlb.  The  trout  were  all  in  fine  condition 
and  gave  excellent  sport.  A  large  number  of  trout 
under  lib.  were  returned.  Besides  Loch  Leven  trout 
a  number  of  rainbow  trout  were  caught.  About  a 
year  ago  these  rainbow  trout  were  put  into  the  river 
Shochie,  which  is  now  covered  by  the  loch,  when  they 
only  averaged  from  2oz.  to  ioz.  in  weight.  Those 
caught  on  May  17  averaged  about  lib.  each,  which 
shows  that  rainbow  trout  grow  to  about  double  the 
weight  of  Loch  Leven  trout,  in  the  same  time.  Two 
fish  passes  have  been  erected  on  the  river  Shochie— 
below  the  outflow  of  the  loch— one  12ft.  hi^h  and  the 
other  about  20ft.  high,  both  for  the  purpose  o°f  allowing 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  into  the  loch  and  river. 
In  a  very  short  time  this  will  be  one  of  the  most 
unique  sporting  lochs  in  Scotland.  Mr.  Coats  in  his 
opinion,  considers  the  loch  a  perfect  success,  and  far 
beyond  his  expectation.  The  work  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  loch  and  fish  passes  has 
all  been  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Mr 
P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth.— A.  A. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rivers  are  running 
at  midsummer  level,  consequently  anglin"'  is  not 
improving.    Angling  for  trout  with  fly  during  the 
daytime  has  for  some  time  been  very  discouraoing 
but  several  nice  trout  have  been  got  i'n  the  evenmgs' 
both  in  the  Langholm  and  Canonbie  divisions  of  the 
Esk,  and  also  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddle 
The  creeper  is  at  this  season  taking  a  front  position  as 
a  deadly  lure.    Yellow  trout  are  being  caught  in  fair 
numbers  between  Longtown  and  the  Metal  Bridge 
Mr.   J   Carruthers,  Longtown,  had  a  fine  basket 
of  yellow  trout  below  Lynefoot  pool,   Mr  Jack- 
son,   of    Carlisle,    had    a    sea    trout,  wei^hino- 
l^lb.  in  the  Roost  Pool  with  fly.  Mr.  Jameson  Lon'^- 
town,-  creeled  a  dozen  yellow  trout  below  Brido-e 
The  fishing  in  the  Solway  during  the  past  week  has 
been  fairly  good  for  the  stake  nets.    Sea  trout  are 
making  a  fair  show,  and  occasionally  run  up  to  21b  • 
a  number  of  salmon  have  also  been  caut^ht  besides 
and  odd  grilse    Fishing  in  the  Langholm  water  at 
Glenfirra,  Mr.  P.  Storey  caught  a  nice  sea  trout  over 
IJlb.,  with  bait,  and  in  the  same  water  Mr.  Alex 
Macmillan,  Langholm,  landed  one,   Iflb.    Mr  S 
Jackgon,  Langholm,  had  also  a  [nice  sea  trout  below 
the  town.    Mr.  Jardine  Kirshope  Foot  has  had  some 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  and  a  couple  of  sea  trout 
of  lilb.  eao'a.  The  Liddle,  up  to  the  present,  has  been 
fairly  prohdc  in  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  Rowan 
burn,  had  a  sea  trout  Iflb.  in  the  Liddle.  Mr  .J.Graham 
Canonbie,  has  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  and 
a  sea  trout  IJlb.  in  the  same  water.    Mr.  Porteous 
Canonbie,  caught  a  sea  trout  IJlb.  in  Liddle  below 
Penton.  Mr.  R.  Elliot  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  m  the  upper  reaches.    Mr.  J.  Beattie,  New- 
casthton,  creeled  a  number  of  yellow  trout 'in  the 
same  water.    Messrs.  Stoddart,  W.  Carruthers  and 
others  have  had    nice    baskets.     Pishin<^  in  the 
Langholm  water,  Messrs.  Reid  and  Harkness  have 
been  very  successful  with  yellow  trout.    A  good  old 
fashioned  flood  is  badly  wanted. — Gilnoceie 

Ca,rron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  IT.B.).— Hot  dry 
weather  still  prevails.  The  bright  sunshine  and  low 
state  of  the  water  are  such  that  no  sport  has  been  sot 
on  the  lower  waters  since  last  reported,  althou<^h 
daily  attempts  are  made.    On  the  upper  waters  Mr 

F.  T.  Gerver's  rod  gets  an  occasional  fish.  B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).- The  continued '  drou<'ht 
has  greatly  reduced  the  water  in  this  river,  which  is  n°ow 
running  almost  at  summer  level.  The  few  fish  caught 
by  the  nets  at  the  entrance  show  that  they  are  not 
seeking  the  river.  Angling  is  falling  off,  and  will 
likely  be  backward  until  rain  falls.  Except  on  the 
Huntly  water,  where  several  salmon  of  7ilb  9ilb 
and' 121b.  have  been  killed,  very  little  has  been  done 
of  lat6.   On  May  16,  while  Mr,  William  Potter  wai 


mu^?^,"^  yollow  trout  weighing 

71b.  lOJoz.,  which  measured  two  feet  seven  inches  in 
length.  It  IS  believed  to  bo  the  largest  trout  taken 
out  of  the  Isla.  Although  few  fish  are  getting  in  the 
river  by  the  nets,  the  nets  are  doing  well  on  the  coast. 
— H.  W. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  during  the 
week  has  continued  bright,  with  calms  mostly  in  tho 
fore  part  of  the  day  and  a  good  breeze  in  the  after- 
noons. The  catches  have  been  fair,  considering  tho 
unfavourable  conditions,  and  larger  fish  have  been  got 
Nine  clubs  competed,  when  112  competitors  captured 
396  trout,  weighing  2981b.  The  most  successful  clubs 
wore :  Edinburgh  Amateur,  when  nine  members  cap- 
tured forty-two  trout,  331b.— 1st,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hutchison 
twelve  trout,  91b.  loz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  Lewis  Spence,  seven 
trout,  51b.  3oz.  Eleven  members  of  the  Falkirk  Club 
landed  fifty-three  trout,  381b.  4oz.— 1st,  Mr  J  O 
Macniven,  seven  trout,  61b.  14oz. ;  2nd,  Rev.  J.  Scott,' 
51b.  12oz.  The  Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club,  with  ten 
rods,  secured  fifty-seven  trout,  371b.— 1st,  Mr.  J. 
Colston,  seventeen  trout,  81b.  13oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  C. 
Marohant,  ten  trout,  71b.  Tho  Clackmannan  Club 
captured  eighty-three  trout,  481b.  3oz.— 1st,  Mr  C, 
Thomson,  eight  trout,  71b.  6oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  D.  Duncan 
eleven  trout,  61b.  8oz.  The  Dundee  Club,  with  thirty 
rods,  brought  in  the  heaviest  fish  of  any  club  out  this 
season,  their  catch  being  ninety-six  trout,  88lb.  9oz 
the  first  prize  being  gained  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Gourlay,  with 
eight  trout,  81b.  lOoz. ;  Dr.  Campbell  being  second 
with  seven  trout,  71b.  9oz.  (his  heaviest  fish  weighed 
21b.  3oz.).  The  captures  by  private  anglers  avera<^ed 
seven  or  eight  trout  per  boat.  Dr.  Irvin,  Lancaster, 
in  two  days  brought  in  twentv-three  trout,  141b.  •  Mr 
Bramwell  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  Newcastle,  had  a  splendid 
creel  of  twenty  trout,  which  weighed  221b. ;  Mr.  G.  F, 
Ross,  Glasgow,  fifteen  trout,  111b.  12oz. -'Mr  Yeats' 
Penang,  and  Mr.  Cupples  had  twelve  trout,  131b  ' 
Mr.  Rosmvinge,  Newcastle,  eight  trout,  101b.  8oz.  • 
Mr.  Riddell,  London,  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Armadale' 
nine  trout,  111b.  The  sixth  annual  match  between 
Bridge  of  Allan  and  Northumberland  Clubs  was  held 
on  Thursday  (May  16),  there  being  sis  rods  a  side. 
For  the  first  time  since  the  institution  of  the  match 
Northumberland  won  by  41b.  lloz.,  the  catches  being- 
Northumberland,  nine  trout,  91b.  4oz.,  and  Bridge  of 
Allan,  ten  trout,  41b.  9oz.  The  two  prizes  were  gained 
by  members  of  the  winning  club— namely,  Mr.  Bram- 
well, two  trout,  31b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Vau'^han  two 
trout,  21b.  2oz.  The  best  catch  for  Bridge"  of  Allan 
was  three  trout,  lib.  lloz.  There  are  no  si<^ns  of  a 
change  in  the  weather.  All  the  boats  are  going  out 
daily.    Evening  fishing  so  far  has  not  been  succe°ssful. 

— ROBEET  LaING. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  May  9,  fishin" 
on  Loch  Skealtair,  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Holford  had  one 
salmon  weighing  9 Jib.,  and  on  Strumore  Mr.  Saunders 
had  three  sea-trout  of  41b.,  heaviest  21b.    On  May  13 
on  Horisary,  Lieutenant  C.  A.  Holford  had  five  sea- 
trout  weighing  41b.,  heaviest  31b.  On  May  16,  Messrs. 
Wood,  while  sea  fishing,  got  eleven  lythe  weighin<' 
321b.,  heaviest  51b.;  and  on  Skealtair  Messri  E 
Beveridge  and  Wood  got  two  salmon  wei^hino-  81b' 
and  111b    respectively.    On  May  17,  on  Strumore" 
Captain  E.  Moss  had  five  brown  trout  wei^hin''  31b 
heaviest  Jib.    On  Horisarv,  Mr.  E.  Beverid<:'e  had 
three  sea-trout  weighing  IJlb.,  heaviest  fib.,  and  on 
Germ  Mill  Messrs.  Wood  had  eleven  brown  trout 
weighing  61b.    On  May  18.  fishing  on  Loch  Verigavat 
Messrs.  Campion  and  Wood  had  thirty-one  brown 
ti-out  weighing  111b.,  and  on  Loch  Tormosat  Captain 
L.  Moss  had  fifteen  brown  trout  wei<jhin<'  91b 
heaviest  lib.     On  May  20,  on  StrumoT-e,  Mr  e' 
Beveridge  had  four  brown  trout  weighin<'  21b  heaviest 
fib.,  and  on  Loch  Verigavat  Messrs.  Wood  had 
weighing  81b.,  heaviest  |lb. 

— -M.  M. 

^Jt°1^  Mhor -Fishing  from  Foyer's  Hotel  on  the 
13th,  Captain  Walsh  had  five  trout,  2Jlb. ;  on  the  14th 
he  had  eleven  trout,  81b. ;  Colonel  Egerton,  two  trout' 
lib. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  three  trout,  IJlb.  On  the  15th,  Colonei 
Egerton  and  General  Briggs,  eleven  trout,  9Jlb  ■  Mr 
Shaw,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Captain  Walsh,  four  trout  '21b  " 
Major  Hughan  and  Captain  Hutchison,  six  trout  31b' 
On  the  16th,  General  Briggs,  eleven  trout,  51b. ;  Captain 
Walsh,  ten  trout,  71b. ;  Colonel  Egerton,  three  trout, 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  Shaw  and  Captain  Hutchison,  twelve  trout 
5Jlb.  On  Loch  Knockie,  on  the  17th,  Colonel  Payler 
five  trout,  41b. ;  Captain  Walsh,  two  trout  lib  -  Mr' 
Shaw  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Colonel  Egerton,  one  trout  lib* 
On  the  18th,  Colonel  Payler,  eleven  trout,  91b  •  Mr 
Shaw,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Captain  Egerton  and  General 
Briggs  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Captain  Walsh,  eleven  trout, 
61b.  The  weather  conditions  during  the  past  week 
have  not  been  favourable  for  fishing,  the  wind  being 
easterly,  with  cloudless  sky  and  bright  sunshine.— S. 

TiLSTON. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  IT.B).- The  first 

start  for  the  season  by  hotel  anglers  was  made  on 
Saturday  last,  when  Mr.  R.  Mackenzie  and  party  (three  ' 
rods),  creeled  a  number  of  beautiful  trout  of  good  size 
and  condition — B. 

Looh  authven.— During  the  past  week  the  weathsr 
hfta  bean  too  bright  for  angling.   On  May  18,  Mar 
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W.  p.  Nelson  had  twenty-six  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs. 
J.  L.  and  W.  Millar,  eighteen,  Sib.  On  May  14, 
Messrs.  J.  L.  and  W.  Millar,  thirty-four,  131b.  On 
May  15,  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  nineteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
J.  L.  and  W.  Millar,  fifteen,  61b.  On  May  16,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Nelson,  thirty ;  Messrs.  J.  L.  and  W.  Millar, 
twenty-four,  91b.  On  May  17,  Mr.  C.  D.  Stewart, 
seventeen,  61b. ;  Messrs.  J.  L.  and  W.  Millar,  eighteen, 
71b.  On  IMay  18,  Mr.  W.  F.  Nelson,  twenty-four, 
S^lb. ;  Messrs.  J.  L.  and  W.  Millar,  thirty-six,  161b.— 
J.  Gbaham  &  Co. 

Iiyou,  Portingall.— On  May  11  Colonel  Cautley 
and  party  fishing  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel  had  a 
good  basket  of  trout  weighing  17  lbs.  On  May  16, 
Col.  Cautley  and  party  had  a  beautiful  basket  of  trout 
weighing  20  lb. 

Naver — BettyhiU  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The  hot 
dry  weather  of  the  past  few  weeks  has  now  reduced 
the  river  to  summer  level,  while  the  unclouded  sun- 
shine renders  successful  angling  impossible.  Since 
last  report,  Mr.  Banbury,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  a 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  6  on  May  13.  On  the  17th,  Mr. 
Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  on  Beats  Nos.  2  and  3. 
On  the  18th,  Mr.  Griffiths,  SjTe  Lodge,  got  two  on 
No.  8.  Although  rod  fishing  has  been  so  unproductive, 
the  net  fishers  at  the  river  mouth  have  been  very 
successful.  During  the  past  week  their  best  take  for 
one  day  was  twenty-seven  salmon  by  one  coble.  The 
heaviest  fish  of  the  week  was  241b. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Salmon  angling  has 
improved  very  considerably,  although  moist  weather 
would  be  much  more  acceptable  than  the  present  hard 
conditions  which  have  prevailed  so  long.  On  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Dee  sport  has  been  exceedingly 
good  during  the  past  week,  and  Mr.  Basset  and  party 
creeled  over  fifty  fish  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
are  now  getting  five  and  six  daily.  Hitherto  the 
season  has  been  practically  a  blank  in  these  far  inland 
parts,  but  from  now  till  autumn  good,  nay,  the  very 
pink  of  sport,  may  confidently  be  looked  for.  On 
the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water  Mr.  A.  McHardy  had 
two  of  61b.  and  91b.  on  Thursday  (May  16),  and 
one  or  two  have  been  creeled  since  then.  On 
the  Ballater  and  Balmoral  waters  some  very  good 
takes  are  being  made.  On  Cambus  O'May  and  Diunet 
sport  is  exceedingly  bright.  On  Mr.  Barclay-Harvey's 
vyater  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay  (of  Barclay,  Perkins)  and 
party  had  eighty  fish  last  week,  forty  of  which  fell  to 
Mr.  Barclay's  own  rod.  He  had  nine  fish  on  Monday 
(May  13),  and  the  same  on  Tuesday  (May  14).  For 
some  years  sport  has  been  quite  slack  in  the  Glentana 
reaches,  but  the  present  season  promises  to  at  least, 
touch  some  of  the  best  records.  On  the  Aboyne  waters 
sport  was  fairly  good.  Mr.  Slaneland  creeled  two  of 
81b.  and  101b.,  Mr.  J.  Barclay  four  of  71b.,  71b.,  81b., 
and  91b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Barclay  two  of  71b.  each,  while 
Mr.  Haynes  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Heaven's 
fisherman  three  on  Forest  O'Birse  water  of  81b.,  81b., 
and  91b.  On  the  Kincardine  waters  sport  has  not  been 
so  bright  as  was  anticipated  and  as  the  show  of  fish 
would  indicate.  On  the  Dess  water.  Major  Davidson 
and  party  creeled  eight  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b. 
On  the  Kincardine  water,  Mr.  Sidney  Searle  landed 
his  first  salmon,  a  beauty  of  91b.,  on  Saturday 
(May  18),  on  his  arrival  from  London  with  the 
morning  train.  On  Carlogie,  Mr.  Edward  Tennant 
creeled  five,  scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.  On  Ballogie  and 
Commonty,  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  had  three,  of  71b.,  81b., 
and  91b. ;  Mr.  Brocklehurst,  four,  of  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and 
111b. ;  and  Mr.  Worthiugton,  six,  scaling  from  61b.  to 
91b.  On  the  upper  Blackball  water,  Mr.  Diamond 
creeled  five  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  lOJlb.  On 
Woodend,  Inchmarlo,  and  Blackball  Castle  waters 
very  good  sport  continues  to  be  got,  fish  being  plentiful 
and  more  coming  steadily  into  the  pools  from  the 
lower  waters,  and  almost  fresh  from  the  sea.  On  the 
Kinneskee  water  some  splendid  sport  has  been  got  for 
its  size,  Mr.  Berry  having  one  of  -  101b.  on  Friday 
(May  17)  and  Mr.  A.  Gray  one  of  91b.  on  Saturday 
(May  18).  This  section  is  now  in  the  hands  of  daily 
ticket-holders.  On  the  tidal  waters  Mr.  James  Harper 
and  others  have  had  some  good  sea-trout.  On  the 
Don  Messrs.  Maud,  at  Castle  Newe,  have  had  a  very 
poor  week,  having  just  missed  the  late  rise  of  fly.  On 
the  lower  waters  capital  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got 
daily.  The  Ugie  is  fishing  extremely  well,  rods  being 
now  booked  up  for  June  and  July,  the  iDest  brown 
trouting  months.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  water  of 
the  Deveron  last  week  Mr.  Porter  had  two  fish — a 
grilse  of  51b.  and  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  the  Huntly 
waters  capital  trout  fishing  and  an  occasional  salmon 
or  two  continue  to  be  got. — G.  M. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Despite  unfavourable  weather — hot,  bright,  and  dry — • 
good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  neighbouring  lochs  ;  in 
fact,  the  past  week  has  been  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  one.  On  the  18th  Mr.  D.  Maclver  landed  six 
trout,  averaging  close  on  lib.  each.  In  the  course  of 
the  week  over  5,000  salmon  fry  were  deposited  in  Loch 
Duart  Mor  and  Loch  Badnamoult,  with  the  view  of 
mproving  salmon  angling.  Rain  now  much  needed 
n  the  district. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  ■  have  run  down 
considerably  lower  than  last  week,  and  fly  fishing  for 


trout  is  now  of  little  or  no  account.  A  few  rods  have 
been  out  late  in  the  evening  with  fly,  and  odd  sea- 
trout  have  been  caught,  though  the  sport  is  scarcely 
worth  the  candle.  Until  rain  and  a  flood  comes  there 
is  not  much  chance  for  the  fly  being  successful.  The 
creeper  is  now  giving  better  sport  to  those  who  are 
thoroughly  up  to  the  art  of  fishing  with  this  lure. 
Mr.  John  Jackson,  fishing-tackle  dealer,  Dumfries, 
had  another  splendid  creel  of  trout  with  the 
creeper  in  Hodduu  Castle  water  of  the  Annan, 
and  one  of  the  keepers,  Jim  Moscrop,  had  two 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  with  this  bait.  He 
had  thirty-two  at  one  outing,  and  twenty-nine  at 
another  fishing.  Other  rods  had  fair  catches  on  the  same 
water.  In  the  Castlemilk  portion  the  other  day  Mr. 
John  Rae,  The  Firs,  killed  one  sea  trout  of  two  pounds, 
and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  the  clear-wate.i 
worm.  Sea  trout  are  not  taking  the  night  fly  yet,  though 
a  fair  show  of  sea  trout  are  in  the  pools.  In  the  Nith 
the  sport  is  also  of  little  account  this  week.  The  bed 
of  the  river  stands  in  need  of  a  cleaning  out,  especially 
in  the  lower  portions.  Odd  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  section, 
and  one  or  two  sea  trout  have  also  been  killed.  In  the 
Cluden  and  Cairn  the  creeper  has  been  tlie  most 
successful  lure.  Mr.  Calder,  Dalgonar,  had  a  nice 
basket  last  week  in  the  Glencairn  portion.  The 
Galloway  rivers  are  also  very  low  and  the  sport  is  at 
present  exceedingly  poor. — Nothing  is  doing  on  the 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  or  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse. 
On  the  private  stretches  of  the  Cree  some  nice 
yellow  trout  have  been  caught.  On  the  lochs 
fair  creels  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  windy 
daj's  %vith  fly.  The  Ayrshire  lochs  are  now  low 
and  would  be  the  better  for  a  fall  of  rain. 
A  few  rods  have  mot  with  fair  sport  on  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington  with  fly.  The  Ayrshire  rivers  are  too 
low  and  no  sport  is  going  just  now.  Sea  trout  are  not 
making  much  of  a  show  in  the  Solway  nets  this  week 
at  Annan.  The  barometer  has  been  high  and  steady, 
but  is  now  inclined  to  fall,  and  possibly  we  may  have 
rain  shortly. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  has  again  nearly 
resumed  its  normal  height,  so  that  on  most  of  the 
reaches  sport  has  proved  more  productive.  This  has 
been  the  case  on  the  Tulchan  waters  with  the  half 
dozen  rods,  five  fish  falling  to  one  rod  on  one  day, 
while  no  day  has  passed  without  one  fish  or  more 
falling  to  each  rod.  In  contrast  to  the  latter  fine 
trouting  water  is  the  Milton  Burn,  in  upper  Strath- 
spey, where  no  trout  of  any  size  are  now  to  be  had, 
a  fact  due  to  the  growth  of  pike,  which  have  a  ready 
course  to  this  burn  from  Loch-na-geds,  and  on 
investigation  it  was  seen  that  every  sluggish  hole  in 
the  burn  had  its  "ged."  The  Lord  Elgin  Salmon 
Fisheries  Commission  have  now  left  Speyside  for 
Sutherlandshire. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  fine  weather  still  continues,  and  day  fishing  isquite 
out  of  the  question,  the  heat  being  intense.  The 
rivers  are  now  at  their  very  lowest,  and  the  only  sport 
to  be  obtained  is  either  in  the  early  morning  or 
evening,  the  former  with  creeper  or  worm,  and  the 
latter  with  fly.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Wm. 
Mercer  had  61b.,  and  on  Saturday  5^1b. ;  on  the  same 
day  Mr.  K.  Douglas  had  71b.  On  the  Tweed  Mr. 
Forrest  and  friends  have  been  having  fair  sport.  On 
Teviot,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer  had  51b,  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  91b.,  one  of  his  trout  weighing 
IJlb.  Mr.  Duncan  Hill  51b.,  including  one  of  21b.  2oz., 
so  far  the  largest  trout  got  in  our  district  up  till  now. 
On  the  Gala,  in  Torsonce  water,  on  Friday,  Mr. 
Andrew  Waddell  killed  a  basket  of  121b.  with  creeper. 
— Maxwhekl. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — With  a  cloudless  sky,  continual  sunshine, 
and  frost  at  night  there  has  not  been  much  chance  of 
sport  for  the  past  week,  yet  the  few  anglers  who  were 
on  the  river  had  some  well-filled  baskets  of  brown 
trout..  On  May  18,  one  gentleman,  fishing  the  shallows 
among  the  eel  weirs,  took  161b.  of  trout,  largest  41b. 
A  few  sedges  can  now  be  seen  on  the  surface  and  large 
fish  taking  them  freely  just  after  sunset  before  the 
frost  sets  in.  The  lower  and  middle  reaches  are  fall 
of  large  spring  salmon,  many  of  which  can  now  be 
seen  rising  in  the  short  section  between  the  eel  weirs 
and  the  bridge  at  Kilrea.  On  May  18,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson  hooked  four  salmon  on  the  cast  below  the 
weir  at  Coronroe  and  lost  them  all.  When  bringing 
one  of  them,  a  fish  of  about  181b.,  up  to  the  gaff,  the 
hook  broke.  If  hook-makers  would  pay  a  little  more 
attention  to  the  tempering  and  the  material  used, 
there  would  be  less  breakages  and  fewer  fish  lost. 
There  have  not  been  so  many  spring  salmon  taken  in 
the  cribs  at  Coleraine  so  early  in  the  season  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  There  were  six  boxes  taken  at  one 
fishing  on  May  18. — Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Belfast  and  District. — On  May  16  the  follow- 
ing takes  were  made  on  Woodburn  :  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor, 
seven  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Anley,  five  trout ;  whilst 
Messrs.  S.  R.  Agnew,  Frank  Scully,  J.  J.  Longhead, 
and  J.  Carvill  had  several  fish.  On  Saturday  (May  18) 
Mr.  Taylor  had  eight  fish,  61b. ;  Mr.  H.  Armstrong, 


ten,  81b.;  Mr.  W.  Spence,  half-a-dozen,  41b.;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Mulholland,  half-a-dozen,  averaging  fib. ; 
Mr.  James  Orr,  six,  Mr.  John  Atkinson,  half-a-dozen, 
including  a  handsome  3-pounder  ;  Messrs.  Tom  Wilson, 
Agnew,  C.  Kennett,  Heaney,  Miller,  and  Robinson 
had  some  success.  Nothing  practically  has  yet  been 
done  on  Stoneyford  Dam,  although  it  holds  fish  up  to 
61b.,  and  very  little  on  Lisburn  Dams.  The  local 
rivers  are  dead  low,  and  now  that  the  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  is  no  longer  protecting  them  poaching  is 
rampant,  both  by  netting  and  poisoning.  The  pro- 
tracted drought  is  doing  a  lot  of  harm  in  many  wavs. 
—J.  A.  B. 

County  Down  Rivers  and  Lukes. — Scarcely  any 
sport  was  had  this  week  on  the  Ballynahinch  lakes, 
as  the  weather  was  unpropitious  for  fly  fishing.  The 
Crossgar  is  very  clear,  though  not  as  low  as  might  be 
expected.  The  next  floods  will  most  likely  bring 
white  trout  up  this  stream.  -There  seems  to  be  plenty 
of  trout  in  the  Rademon  Wood,  but  very  shy  they  are. 
Trouting  is  at  a  standstill  on  the  numerous  small 
streams  on  the  coast. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Owing  to 
the  bright  hot  weather  during  the  past  week  anglers 
did  not  try  much  for  salmon,  although  Mr.  Cowell 
and  Dr.  Creighton  hooked  a  few  f  resbTrun  salmon,  but 
unfortunately  lost  them.  The  Erne  at  time  of  writing 
contains  a  good  supply  of  fresh  run  salmon,  and  good 
sport  is  expected  during  the  present  week.  Mr.  Pike 
and  other  trout  anglers  landed  some  nice  trout  on  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week.  The  heaviest  trout  taken 
by  Mr.  Pike  weighed  51b.,  and  the  heaviest  taken  by 
Mr.  A.  Faurie,  of  Liverpool,  weighed  41b.  Sport  is 
now  good  on  Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Owing  to  hot  weather  sport  has 
been  very  slack  on  all  the  principal  rivers.  Many  of 
the  rivers  that  are  not  issuing  from  lakes  are  already 
only  mere  threads  between  the  pools.  On  Waterville, 
which  is  keeping  in  good  volume,  salmon,  peel,  and 
sea-trout  are  arriving  in  fair  or  average  numbers. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Leenane    (Eillery    Bay,    Connemara).  —  The 

weather  continues  gloriously  fine  in  Connemara,  and 
we  have  had  almost  no  fishing  on  lake  or  river  since 
early  in  the  month.  Anglers  who  have  come  to  ply 
the  rod  on  Delphi  and  Dhilough  fisheries  have  had  to 
content  themselves  with  whiting  fishing  on  the  bay. 
Mackerel  are  also  plentiful  and  afford  good  sport. — 
R.  H.  McKlonn. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  nil  since  last  report.  The  prospects 
are  not  at  all  good.  Nothing  doing  on  the  rivers, 
which  are  all  far  too  low.  Some  sport  is  being  had 
with  brown  trout  on  the  upper  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask. — The  following  anglers  are  fishing 
above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
and  are  making  record  baskets :  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
Alix,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlyon, 
Messrs.  Cookburn,  Jameson,  Carter,  Sykes,  Bowden, 
and  Ridley,  Mr.  Carlyon  making  the  largest  basket  on 
May  21 — 20pb.  trout  to  his  own  rod.  Mr.  Lane  made 
a  grand  basket  on  May  16— eight  trout,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  71b.,  theJargest. — J.  A.J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Unfavourable  weather  for  fishing 
during  the  past  week  ;  still  some  of  the  anglers  who 
were  out  had  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  Johnston  landed  one 
salmon  of  101b.  on  May  15,  and  Mr.  IM.  Johnston 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  the  following  day. 
Several  trout  [Sahno  ferox),  ranging  in  weight  from 
2Jlb.  to  4|lb.,  were  taken  on  the  lake  by  trout  anglers. 
Since  last  report,  Mr.  W.  Mullen  took  one  salmon  of 
111b.  on  May  21.  During  the  previous  week  some 
good  baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  have  been 
made  on  the  lake  during  the  late  evenings.  —  M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  in  good  order  ;  weather 
bright  and  warm.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  caught  one 
salmon  weighing  131b.,  Mr.  J.  Timblin  one  salmon 
weighing  ll|lb.,  Mr.  C.  Potter  two  salmon  weighing 
ll^lb.  and  131b.,  Mr.  Simeon  Scroop  two  sahnon 
weighing  111b.  and  12^1b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Bowles  two 
grilse  weighing  41b.  and  'i\\h.  Trout  anglers  on  the 
lough  are  getting  fair  sport  on  some  days ;  best  take  to 
one  rod,  nine,  weighing  131b.  INIr.  Wynne,  of  Leeds, 
and  his  brother,  in  four  days  on  the  lough,  killed 
two  salmon  weighing  lOJlb.  and  101b.,  twelve 
trout  weighing  lO^lb.,  two  pike  weighing  241b.  and 
161b.,  and  several  good  perch.  All  the  above  salmon 
were  taken  on  my  new  fly,  the  King,  with  the  exception  , 
of  Mr.  Wynne's. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe)— Eighty 
degrees  of  heat  in  the  open,  bright  sun,  not  a  puff  of 
wind,  and  the  lake  as  smooth  as  polished  marble  are 
certainly  not  favourable  to  those  anglers  who  have . 
been  trying  their  luck  among  the  big  trout  on  Lake 
Derg,  the  loveliest  sheet  of  water  in  our  green-bosomed 
Isle.  With  a  change  to  rain  things  would  be  different ; 
so  we  must  wait  and  hope.  On  the  river  salmon 
fishers  have  not  fared  well  this  week,  not  for  wont  of 
a  good  supply  of  fish  on  the  preserves  however,  but 
because  of  the  weather  being  against  us.  Only  eight 
fish  have  been  taken  this  week  by  English  anglers, 
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namely :— On  May  16  Mr.  Sperling  killed  one  salmon 
weighing  161b.  On  May  17  Mr.  Sperling  one,  weighing 
241b.  On  May  18,  same  rod,  one  weighing  251b.,  and 
one  grilse  weighing  101b.,  the  first  of  the  season.  On 
May  19  Mr.  Wray  one  salmon  weighing  161b.,  Mr. 
Sperling  one  weighing  101b.  On  May  20  Mr.  Wray 
one  weighing  lOilb..  On  May  21  Mr.  Wray  one 
weighing  111b.  6n  May  22  Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Daniell  one 
weighing  211b.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass  and  Mrs.  Malpass, 
Whiteholme,  Old  Trafiord,  Cheshire,  England,  have 
arrived  here  this  week  for  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
in  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg.— S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Williams  killed,  on  May  15,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr. 
H.  Hodges,  May  20,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  on  Prospect, 
Colonel  ^ToWnshehd  killed,  on  May  15,  two  "'salmon', 
71b.  and  81b. ;  May  20,  two  salmon,  131b.  and  161b. ; 
Miss  Townshend,  May  18,  one  salmon,  201b.  On' 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed.  May  15,  one 
salmon,  13Jlb. ;  May  17,  one  salmon,  17Jlb. ;  May 
18,  one  salmon,  181b.— John  Eneight  and  Son. 

TafF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).— Excel- 
lent sport  has  been  had  with  trout  during  the  past 
week  or  two — and  good  baskets  taken.  The  net  fisher- 
men are  making  good  takes  of  sewin  in  the  estuary ; 
some  of -the  fish  weighed  up  to  111b.  and  121b.  each- 
record  weights. — H. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — There  is  no  improvement  in 
t routing  on  the  Mourne.  The  river  is  low  and  out  of 
form.  The  May  Fly  is  rising  on  the  A'ughnalloy 
reaches  of  the  Blackwater  and  some  takes  have  been 
made.  On  a  recent  date  Mr.  Joseph  Holland  killed  a 
211b.  pike  at  Brandrum  Bridge  on  the  Ulster  Canal. 
There  is  nothing  of  note  to  report  from  the  Ballin- 
derrv. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  anglers  are  now 
getting  fine  sport  here,  especially  at  pollack,  gurnard, 
whiting,  and  mackerel.  On  Monday  four  Ballins- 
kelligs  anglers  had  104  gurnard,  twenty-three 
mackerel,  fiftren  bass,  and  twenty-nine  whiting.  Bass 
are  getting  numerous  around  the  mouths  of  the  Liney 
and  Eeenroe  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).  — The  Green 
Drake  began  to  rise  in  fair  numbers  on  Lough  Ennell, 
or  Belvedere,  on  Thursday"  (May  16),  and  up  to  the 
time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening.  May  21)  are  coming 
up  all  over  the  lake,  but  not  a  single  trout  that  I 
could  hear  of  has  yet  been  taken  on  the  "dap." 
There  is  absolutely  no  breeze ;  the  flies  are  able  to 
leave  the  water  immediately  after  bursting  their  shell, 
or  case,  and  the  trout  have  not  got  the  taste  of  them, 
at  least,  on  the  surface.  In  living  memory  a  more 
disappointing  opening  season,  for  so  far,  never  set  in. 
Several  English  and  other  tourist  anglers  have 
arrived,  but  can  do  nothing  further  than  move  aim- 
lessly about  the  lakes  with  the  sole  consolation  that 
the  case  is  not  any  better  elsewhere.  The  one.  thing 
required  is  rain  to  begin  with,  then  a  steady  breeze, 
but  I  deeply  regret  to  say  there  is  no  appearance  of 
either.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux.^May  13.— Several  of  the  Rhone  Valley 
waters  were  visited  to-day— that  is,  the  Bay  rivulet, 
the  Vaudois  water,  the  Rhone,  and  lower  part  of  the 
Stockalper.  The  Vaudois  and  the  Rhone  were  too 
thick  to  fish,  and  very  little  was  done  at  either  of  the 
others.  Next  day  several  anglers  occupied  the  field 
with  better  results'in  some  oases,  and  a  few  of  the 
first  instalment  of  Green  Drakes  were  observed  on  the 
upper  waters,  and  again  on  the  lower  Stockalper 
reaches  on  May  15. 

Vernayaz.— May  18. — A  trial  trip  was  made  up 
here  to  escape  the  Fete  de  Narcisses  at  Montreux. 
As  previously  mentioned,  the  stream  .from  the 
Pissevache  is  proprietary,  tbe  transferable  right  to 
fish  even  without  licence  resting  with  the  "Hotel 


Restaurant  de  la  Gare  et  Terminus,"  close  to  the 
railway  station,  kept  by  M.  Bochatay,  a  most  obliging 
host.  The  river  is  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile  in 
length,  mostly  fishable,  between  the  Cascade  and  the 
Rhone,  traversing  wooded  land,  in  parts  marshy  ;  but 
the  stream  has  a  sandy  and  gravelly  bottom,  with 
weed  banks  and  swift  runs.  It  presents  one  of  the 
most  lively  bits  of  fly  fishing  I  have  seen  in  this 
country,  being  full  of  trout  which  rise  most  freely,  and 
average  about  half  a  pound,  some  reaching  nearly  one 
pound.  The  total  take,  in  parts,  of  two  days  was 
from  thirty-five  to  forty  fish,  including  a  few  grayling 
almost  as  sturdy  as  the  trout,  but  it  is  essentially  a 
trout  stream.  The  water  was  clear  and  the  sky  bright, 
but  the  fish  were  not  scared,  several  rising  close  at 
hand.  The  hotel  is  plain,  clean,  and  comfortable ;  the 
charges  very  low,  and  the  scenery  grand,  the  Rhone 
Valley  here  being  steep  and  narrow.  A  short  walk 
this  morning  took  me  through  the  village  to  the 
Gorges  du  Trient,  a  sombre,  rooky  chasm  of  some  one 
thousand  feet  in  depth,  traversed  by  a  wooden  gallery 
from  which  the  dark  pools  below  are  fished  with 
worms  and  dead  bait  by  the  villagers,  large  trout 
being  often  taken  with  strong  tackle  and  long  bamboo 
rods  used  as  cranes  to  hoist  up  heavy  fish  for  several 
feet  or  yards  as  the  case  may  be.  Respect  for  my 
split-cane  rod  and  fly  tackle  precluded  this  method  of 
haulage,  however,  so  I  went  back  to  yesterday's 
ground.  The  stream  from  the  Gorge  to  the  Rhone  is 
a  shallow  and  rapid  one,  running  at  a  steep,  regular 
grade  between  the  high  battered  walls  of  an  engineered 
trench.  .  The  bright,  rough  water  might  hold  some 
trout,  but  none  showed,  and,  if  caught  landing  them 
would  be  impossible  without  the  local  bamboo  crane 
and  tackle.  I  was  told  of  a  peculiar  Cantonal  licence 
system  here,  the  i^ermis  for  a  whole  season  costing 
about  ten  francs,  while  one  enabling  a  person  to  fish 
only  on  Sundays  and  festivals  can  be  had  for  half  the 
amount. — Benwyan. 


Jingling  ^i^efures. 

May  28.  , 

Clissold :  Distribution. 

Wellington  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
May  29. 

Highbury :  Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 
May  30. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 


June  5.^B.S.A.S. :  Special  general  meeting. 
,,    8. — Cobden  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
,,    9. — Dalston  :  Outing  to  Ongar. 

10. — North  London  :  Visit. 
,,    11. — Good  Intent:  Distribution. 

16._West  Ham  Brothers:  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  calm  seas  for  a  week 
past,  and  numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  over 
the  "hospital  ground"  and  off  Black  Rock  (about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore).  Prawns  and 
shrimps  are  becoming  more  abundant,  and  a  few  boats 
are  trying  for  mackerel. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — We  have  had  several  sea 
anglers  down,  but  their  takes  have  been  only  a  few 
flat-fish.  There  are  some  good  soles  in  the  river  now. 
A  party  of  gentlemen  hired  Teddy  Bird  (fisherman) 
and  his  trawler  on  May  15,  and  their  catch  consisted 
of  some  very  good  soles,  slips",  dabs,  and  maids.  _  They 
were  so  well  pleased  with  their  outing  that  they  intend 
coming  again  shortly.  The  tides  will  be  suitable 
during  the  holiday  week. — J.  Wright. 

Deal.— Some  nice  takes  of  mackerel  have  been 
landed  by  drift  net  boats.  With  light  winds  and  water 
smooth  I  anticipate  sport  close  to  the  Goodwins. 
Tide  suits  well  week  end  and  early  part  of  next  week. 
Should  any  angler  decide  to  come,  I  advise  him  to 
bring  some  fresh  herring  well  iced,  in  case  bait  should 
be  short  here. — E.  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Margate. — Pollack  are  being  caughtl  from  the 
jetty  extension  now,  some  of  them  21b.  in  weight. 
Eels  and  flounders  are  plentiful  in  the  harbour,  and 
grey  mullet  and  bass  will  no  doubt  shortly  make  their 
appearance. — P.  Dannan. 

Plymouth.— Sea-fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  ; 
weather  is  perfect  and  the  sea  calm ;  large  quantities 
of  pollack  are  being  taken  at  the  leak  beds,  the  west 
end  of  the  breakwater,  and  at  the  back  of  the  island. 
During  the  last  few  days  numbers  'of  school  bass  have 
been  caught  at  Millbay  on  the  paternoster.  Mackerel 
keep  well  .out  in  the  offing  and  the  hookers  have  to  go 
a  long  way  for  them;  large  takes  have  been  very 
scarce,  but- the  fish  are  very  fine  and  in  good  condition. 
Large  numbers  of  fishermen  frequently  visit  the  various 
piers,  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good.— W.  Heaedee 
<B.S.A.S.).      -  , 

Ramsgate.— There  has  been  but  little  fishmg  this 


week,  owing  to  the  strong  east  winds.  On  the  only 
moderate  day  Mr.  Birkett  had  a  good  take  of  silver 
eels.  Dabs  are  unusually  plentiful  in  the  bay,  but 
till  we  get  milder  weather  it  is  impossible  and  useless 
to  fish  for  them. — Grey  Mcllett. 

Southampton.  —  Bass  fishing,  during  the  last 
month,  has  been  exceptional.  The  Southampton 
Water  is  simply  alive  at  present.  The  number  of 
fishermen  out  and  the  number  of  fish  taken  are  much 
above  the  average  of  former  seasons.  The  most  attrac. 
tive  bait  is  the  little  silver  Devon  minnow,  which  can 
be  obtained  of  Cox  and  Macpherson,  the  tackle  makers 
of  High-street,  mounted  on  fine  wire  gimp,  made 
specially  strong  for  this  particular  fishing.  Ragworm 
is  fairly  plentiful  at  present,  but  not  much  used. — • 
Ape  Apes. 


IRepotts  from  Clubs* 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 

post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List). — On  May  14  a  return  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.  Though  only  a  small 
representation,  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Five  clubs  only  answered  the  roll-call,  and  their  A.B. 
box  contained  18s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Jubilee  Angling  Society.  Date  later  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  after  the  holidays. — J.  Haeeis. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  f  1  3s.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Penge  Angling 
Society. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — At  a  special  meet- 
ing held  on  Friday  the  17th  the  committee  elected 
me  as  general  secretary.  Secretaries  of  clubs  will 
therefore  please  send  in  their  lists  to  me ;  also  cash 
must  accompany  the  order  for  tickets. — S.  Malby, 
9,  Canterbury  Road,  Islington,  N. 

Abeecoen  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Our  first  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  last  Wednesday  (May  15),  the  chief 
prize-winners  being  Messrs.  A.  Painter,  C.  Markworth, 
A.  Pike,  J.  Jeffries,  and  J.  Stuckey;  several  others 
also  took  prizes.  The  chairman  (Mr.  J.  Collins)  con- 
gratulated the  society  on  its  fijiancial  position,  this 
being  our  first  season,  having  a  balance  of  several 
pounds  in  hand.  His  appeal  for  prizes  for  the  ensuing 
season  was  most  favourably  responded  to,  several 
valuable  prizes  being  offered.  Our  first  annual  dinner 
and  outing  will  take  place  early  in  July,  date  to  be 
fixed  later.  We  made  two  members,  and  still  have 
room  for  plenty  more. — A.  Paintee. 

Allason  United  Beothees  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-Street,  Notting-Hill-Gate, 
The  eleventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  21,  and  was  a 
great  success;  fuller  report  next  issue.  Notice  to 
members— a  special  meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday 
next,  very  important,  re  rules,  etc. — Ben  Abeahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  May  21  the 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at 
the  above,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Fred  Ling.  After  full 
justice  had  been  done  to  the  splendid  spread  put  on 
by  our  worthy  host,  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the 
value  of  £30.  The  chief  recipients  were  Messrs. 
C.  Hawes  Hall,  Butlin,  Smart,  Brandon  Black,  and 
Drew.  A  good  list  was  booked  for  the  coming 
season.  Harmony  was  well  kept  up.  Mr.  Black's 
minstrels  deserve  mentioning  for  several  songs  and 
dances.  "  -\uld  Lang  Syne"  finished  a  very  pleasant 
time. — J.  Chambees. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship  Square. — At  om-  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  a  large  gathering  of  members  and  friends  were 
present.  We  have  a  very  handsome  prize  list  for  the 
ensuing  season,  our  worthy  host  being  to  the  front  as 
usual.     Two  new  members  made. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— On 
May  15  there  was  no  meeting,  as  we  took  our  return 
visit  on  the  Central  Association.  Mr.  Musgrave, 
senior,  occupied  the  chair  during  the  evening,  and 
there  was  plenty  of  talent.  Messrs.  Kelley,  Taylor, 
Payne,  A.  Nunn,  Will  Sketch,  Bowling,  Musgrave, 
junior,  and  a  host  of  others  contributing  to  the 
harmony  during  the  evening.  Only  thirteen  clubs 
were  represented.  Will  members  attend  on  meeting 
nights,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  to  settle  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  season. — A.  Cripps. 

Batteesea  Fbiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— I  forgot  to  mention 
in  my  last  report  that  with  other  prizes  taken  during 
the  season  the  following  members  also  took  specimen 
prizes.  W.  Young,  tench;  G.  Smeed,  barbel;  J. 
Hudson,  roach;  E.  Grey,  chub.  Mr.  J.  Hudson 
took  Mr.  Ogden  Smith's  Prize,  which  consisted  of  a 
beautiful  jack  rod.  Mr.  R.  Holman,  comedian, 
sang  two  capital  songs.  On  May  21  the  following 
gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members : — Messrs.  W. 
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CUMMINS 


FLOATING 


On  Eyed  Hooks. 


Drake  Wings,  Straw  and  Wool  Bodies,  assorted  shades 
Summer  Duck  or  Egyptian  Goose  Wings,  assorted  bodies 

Hackled  May  Flies       -  -  

Spent  Gnat  (Halford's  pattern)  ------- 


per  doz.  5s. 
„    7s.  6d. 
3s. 
5s. 


CUMMINS'  PATENT  BRASS  OIL  BOTTLE. 

For  I>r»y  Fly  Fishing,  X/6  ea.cli. 


UNBREAKABLE. 

DOES  NOT  LEAK. 


THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER  says 
"/  shall  always  use  it." 


CUMMINS'  SELECTED  UNDRAWN  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards,  tapered,  1/3  each.    A  splendid  cast 

for  May  Fiy  Fishing. 

CUMMINS' 

STONE    FLY  BOX. 

(Invented  by  W.  J.  CUMMINS.) 

2s.  9cl.  ea.c]:i, 

POST  FREE. 


Thi3  is  by  far  the  best  Box  for  Stone  Flies.  It  is  made 
of  Zinc,  which  prevents  any  rust.  The  bottom  being  flat, 
admits  ample  room  for  the  flies,  and  also  has  the  advantage 
of  not  falling  over  when  on  the  ground  at  the  time  the 
angler  is  seeking  his  supiily.  The  top  aperture  is  used  for 
dropping  the  flies  into,  and  the  round  roof  of  the  Box 
prevents  them  crawling  out  until  the  slide  is  closed. 
After  the  end  aperture  slide  is  raised  a  fly  can  be  got  at  in 
a  moment.  The  Box  is  made  to  strap  round  the  waist. 
Both  ends  are  perforated,  thereby  admitting  the  fresh  air ; 
and  by  holding  it  up  to  the  light  the  number  of  flies  can 
be  seen. 


CXJMMINS'  STONE    Ft-Y   TiLCKLE.     Two  hooks,  or  one  hook  and  bristle 

on  best  quality  drawn  gut,  2s.  per  dozen. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 


North  of  England  Rod  Works, 

BISHOP  ATJCKLANn. 


Catalogue  of  High=CIass  Rods  and  Tackle  FREE 
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Dejonge,  E.  W.  Baldrey,  W.  W.  Davis,  A.  Atkinson, 
C.  Burton,  J.  Woodman,  and  J.  Noseworthy.  In 
consequence  of  the  extra  charge  to  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  it  was  decided  to  revert  to  the  old  rule, 
and  at  the  nest  meeting  of  the  central  association  our 
delegates  will  move  a  resolution  calling  upon  the 
committee  to  send  a  deputation  to  the  directors  of  the 
railway  company  to  protest  against  the  extra  charge 
to  Pulborough  and  Amberley. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bebmondsey  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner 
took  place  on  May  21,  Mr.  Mackerill  in  the  chair. 
We  had  a  large  gathering  of  anglers  and  friends, 
amongst  the  most  prominent  being  Messrs.  W. 
Musgrave,  J.  Nunn,  H.  Millon,  J.  Wheelhouse,  F. 
Jones,  J.  Leighton,  and  many  others  too  numerous 
to  mention.  We  had  some  good  talent  present :  F. 
Lethbridge,  Peter  Kelly,  J.  Foster,  J.  Horton,  F. 
Bowes,  and  others.  The  prizes  were  distributed  by  the 
chairman.  Mr.  J.  Martin  took  the  first  gross  weight 
prize,  with  4401b. ;  J.  Smith  second,  with  3761b. ;  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  third  with  1301b.  The  chief  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  J.  J.  Smith,  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
J.  Wigley,  J.  Martin  Eushton,  Spider,  G.  Armstrong, 
Taylor,  and  Kervil.  During  the  season  we  weighed  in 
12171b.  of  fish,  many  specimens  being  amongst  them. 

— C.  G.  PiGGOTT. 

Blacepbiaks  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.  —  Will  gentlemen  of  committee 
attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  prize  list  for 
ensuing  season.  We  made  a  new  working  member, 
and  have  room  on  our  books  for  a  few  more  good 
anglers.  We  shall  be  having  a  delegate  meeting  on 
May  31  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List  at  our 
headquarters. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  a  very  poor  meeting,  owing  to  several  members 
attending  the  Sundial  Angling  Society's  annual  dinner. 
I  hope  to  see  as  many  members  as  can  possibly  turn 
up  nest  week,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  to  transact. 
Members  need  not  be  startled  by  last  week's  report,  as 
I  am  sure  we  shall  have  Mr.  Barber  filling  the  capacity 
of  chairman  for  many  more  seasons'  winding  up. — H. 
Moohe. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.  —  There  will  be  a  meeting  as  usual  next 
Tuesdaj',  notwithstanding  the  holidays.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  prizes  not  yet  to  hand  on  or  before 
June  4  (distribution  night).  A  member  on  May  19 
caught  a  small  trout,  but  did  not  weigh  it  in.  Mr.  J. 
Kramer,  our  new  host,  has  been  made  a  working 
member. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
WLnstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — We  have 
made  three  more  new  members  :  Messrs.  Henry  Eyres, 
Fred  Winter,  and  Charles  Braddon.  A  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday,  June  3,  at  8.30 
sharp.—  G.  T.  Jameson. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Eensal- 
road,  W. — Our  21st  annual  dinner  was  in  every  way  a 
success.  Mr.  Edwin  Dicks  occupied  the  chair. 
Eighty-one  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a 
capital  dinner  provided  by  Mr.  W.  Wilson.  The 
visitors  included  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Frank  Gray, 

G.  Jenkins,  Bedwell,  W.  Tucker,  G.  Bence,  Ben 
Abrahams,  W.  Fricker,  C.  Newman,  Harry  Lunt, 
F.  Kennedy,  C.  Chapman,  G.  Winsby,  and  A.  E.  Paine. 
After  the  dinner  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes, 
to  the  value  of  £36,  to  the  successful  members.  The 
largest  winners  were  Messrs.  G.  Percival,  E.  Baxter, 
P.  Scrafield  and  T.  Marsh.  The  following  gentleman 
rendered  some  capital  songs,  Mr.  W.  Newell,  Mr.  T. 
Collins,  Mr.  F.  Scrafield,  and  came  in  for  hearty 
applause.  "  Prizes  were  promised  for  the  coming 
season  to  the  value  of  ovei*  £23.  Mr.  Dick  Campbell 
was  an  able  pianist.  The  toasts  of  "  The  Cobden 
Club,"  "Visitors,"  and  "Cobden  Angling  Society," 
were  proposed  and  duly  responded  to,  and  after  the 
midnight  hour  a  happy  function  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion.  Date  of  Benevolent  concert  June  8. — 
A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  annual  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  was  very  successful.  The 
following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony : 
Messrs.  J.  T.  White,  W.  Camis,  H.  Lovett,  C.  White, 
Kelly,  F.  Stephee,  C.  Coales,  H.  Watson,  H.  Sheekey, 
C.  Eves,  and  R.  Silvester.  We  have  a  grand  list  of 
prizes  promised  for  the  coming  season.  There  are  two 
honorary  members  to  make  next  week.  The  following 
were  prize-winners :  Messrs.  J.  T.  White,  J.  White, 

H.  Lovett,  H.  Sheekey,  C.  Eves,  W.  Eves,  F.  Boss, 
A.  George,  A.  Benham,  and  W.  Camis.  Mr.  G.  Sheekey 
distributed  the  prizes.  We  also  received  the  support 
of  several  angling  societies,  for  which  we  tender  our 
many  thanks. — J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  21,  the  delegates 
gave  in  their  report,  which  was  received  with  thanks. 
iiiK  final  arrangements  are  being  made  for  our  outmg 
to  On^ar  en  June  9.  Members  intending  to  be  present 
must  give  in  their  names  not  later  than  June  4,  in 


default  of  which  no  provision  will  be  made  for  them. 
It  was  also  decided  that  the  society  should  not  meet 
on  Whit  Tuesday,  May  28.— S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  May  80,  our 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place.  Will  friends  and  members  giving  prizes  kindly 
forward  them  to  the  club.— W.  Jenkins. 

Golden  Baebel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Members 
requiring  privilege  and  A.B.S.  tickets  can  pay  in  the 
bar,  book  any  time.  Honorary  members'  subscrip- 
tions are  now  due,  5s.  If  privilege  ticket  is  wanted 
2s.  extra.  Should  like  to  see  more  members  show  up. 
— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — We  had  our  outing  to 
Southend  on  May  19,  and  a  most  enjoyable  outing  it 
was.  All  the  prizes  were  taken  with  dabs  and 
flounders,  but  they  ran  small.  Mr.  G.  Hunt  was  the 
master  of  the  aSair,  and  right  well  he  carried  it  out. 
Our  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  June  11. 
— B.  M. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Our  annual  dinner  and  smoking 
concert  was  a  decided  success.  The  prizes,  among 
which  was  a  very  handsome  cup,  were  presented  by 
Mr.  E.  T.  Pimm  to  the  following  members  : — Messrs. 
H.  Shilcock,  A.  Ide,  Woodhouse,  C.  F.  Stamp,  J. 
Pearson,  F.  Pye,  Brooks,  S.  Roberts,  J.  Moysey,  W. 
Boffee,!E.  S.  Cashen,  Lidbitten,  and  W.  Ayres.  Among 
those  who  obliged  with  songs  and  recitations  during 
the  evening  were  Miss  Ellaline  Wood,  Messrs.  Kimp- 
ton,  T.  Hoare,  Copping,  Goodwin,  J.  Blackburn, 
Courtney,  and  the  Dunauts,  and  great  praise  is  due  to 
them  in  making  it  a  very  enjoyable  one.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  our  late  secretary,  Mr. 
Dawes,  he  having  held  that  position  for  the  past  five 
years.— E.  S.  C. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.  —  On  Wednesday 
the  news  was  announced  of  the  ^  death  of  a  very 
old  and  much  respected  member,  namely,  Mr.  W. 
Ford,  senr.,  who  died  on  Wednesday  morning,  May  22. 
The  meeting  was  postponed  until  May  29  ;  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend. — Z.J.  Robinson. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society,  the  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Will  members 
who  have  not  attended  the  meetings  of  late  kindly 
note  that  the  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Wednesday 
evening.  May  29,  and  that  the  annual  general  meeting 
is  fixed  for  June  5,  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
forthcoming  season  and  other  business. — E.  W. 

HouNDSFiELD  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton,  N. — Our  annual  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  the  above  house  on 
May  15,  when  a  fair  number  of  visitors  turned  up. 
Mr.  Frank  Newton,  of  the  Hoston  Brothers,  proved  a 
very  able  chairman.  The  harmony  commenced  by 
Mr.  Aimes  singing  the  first  song,  followed  hy  Mr. 
Smith,  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers ;  Messrs. 
Hunt,  Cole,  Gates,  and  W.  Angel  also  contributed  to 
the  harmony.  Then  came  the  event  of  the  evening — 
the  distribution  of  prizes.  Messrs.  E.  Watling,  S.  E. 
Jones,  W.  Jones,  W.  Mogg,  J.  Bartlett,  and  W.  Taylor 
being  the  most  successful.  During  the  evening  a 
presentation  was  made  to  Mr.  Liddle,  our  late  chair- 
man, as  a  recognition  of  his  services  rendered -to  this 
society  for  many  years.  Mr.  Liddle  duly  responded. 
Mr.  F.  Newton  then  gave  some  interesting  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  after  which  the  box  was  passed 
round  and  was  well  responded  to.  During  the  even- 
ing nearly  forty  prizes  were  collected  for  next  season. 
— E.  Watling. 

Islington  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Our  concert  and 
distribution  was  not  such  a  success  as  I  had  anticipated. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Smith  ;  during  the 
evening  the  following  artistes  appeared  :  Messrs.  Grose, 
B.  Williams,  W.  Stretch,  B.  Collins,  F.  Bell,  J.  Maxia, 
M.  Mortimer,  M.  Francis,  etc.  A  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent. — J.  H.  Hubeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fo;irth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take 
place  on  May  29,  ou  which  occasion  we  have  a  supper. 
Those  who  intend  beiog  present  please  ^inform  me  not 
later  than  May  26.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross  Road. — We  hold  our  annual  general  meet- 
ing on  May  29,  when  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend.  We  elected  three  new  members,  and  all 
present  were  pleased  with  our  new  quarters.— W. 
Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — I  must  request 
members  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  (May  29),  this 
being  our  fourth  quarterly  night.  Election  of  offiicfers 
and  other  matters  of  importance  at  nine  o'clock  sharp. 
— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — The  usual  weekly  meeting 
of  this  association  wa?  held  on  May  16,  Mr.  George 


Pierce  being  in  the  chair.  Several  matters  of 
importance  were  brought  forward  and  settled.  The 
usual  Whitsuntide  outing  was  fixed,  and  a  competition 
arranged  for  Whit  Monday  in  the  club  waters  at 
Pen-y-Cae,  and  also  at  Llanymynech,  where  special 
,  arrangements  have  been  made.  This  being  the  close 
season  for  coarse  fish,  trout  will,  of  course,  only 
be  recognised.  As  the  committee  have  gone  to  con- 
siderable trouble  to  make  this  outing  a  success,  I  may 
express  a  hope  that  the  members  will  reciprocate  by 
turning  up  to  fish  for  the  three  good  prizes  offered  for 
competition.  Best  flies— Orange  Partridge,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,   Light  Watchct,  and  Dark  Snipe.— Rosi- 

CEUCIAN. 

Liverpool  Anglers'  Cycling  Club,  Albion  Hotel, 
11,  Pembroke  Street,  Liverpool. — This  is  a  new  club 
very  successfully  inaugurated  this  month,  the  principal 
feature  of  which  is  the  pleasing  combination  of 
cycling  with  angling,  and  must  undoubtedly  lead  to 
many  pleasant  outings.  Fuller  particulars  in  your 
next  issue.  The  angling  members,  or  rather  a  few  of 
them,  went  on  a  quiet  fishing  excursion  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Hooton  last  week-end  and  were  very  successful 
in  their  sport.— I.  D.  Farri:ll. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  Duke-street. — The  old  club  con- 
tinues in  a  flourishing  condition  and  the  roll  of 
membership  is  steadily  on  the  increase.  Members 
desiring  a  pleasant  outing  these  holidays  would  do 
well  in  visiting  the  Bromborough  waters,  as  the 
country  is  now  at  its  best.  Mr.  G.  Attwood  has  had 
some  good  catches  of  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Drury 
some  fine  perch  from  the  waters  adjoining  the  pavilion, 
being  close  season  all  of  which  were  returned  to  the 
water.  At  a  well-attended  meeting,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watkins  (chairman)  was  elected  our  P.A.A.  delegate. — 
Roach  Pole. 

Matlock  and  C  romford  Angling  Association. — 
On  Saturday  last  (May  18)  the  above  association 
turned  into  the  waters  of  the  river  Derwent,  at  Matlock 
Bath  and  Cromford  over  2000  two-year-old  trout  of 
their  own  breeding  and  rearing.  The  fish  were 
distributed  in  Matlock  Dale  waters  in  the  front  of  the 
promenade,  Matlock  Bath,  and  the  larger  portion  was 
put  into  that  part  of  the  river  which  is  devoted  to  fly 
fishing  only.— J.  H. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — We  had  a  good 
muster  on  May  22,  and  went  into  revising  some  of  the 
rules.  The  next  meeting  takes  place  on  May  29.  Our 
annual  general  meeting  takes  place  on  June  5. — G. 
Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  May  20  the 
tenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place,  the  dinner  being  splendidly  placed  on  the  table  by 
our  worthy  host.  After  ample  justice  had  been  done 
the  tables  were  cleared  and  harmony  was  commenced, 
Mr.  H.  Ford  being  in  the  chair.  The  prizes  were  then 
presented ;  the  principle  winners  being  Messrs. 
Boorman,  Hayes,  W.  Stretch,  Hellicar  (taking  fours 
and  fives),  the  others  being  winners  of  twos  and  threes 
T.  Harris,  J.  Harris,  Payne,  H.  Stretch  and  others. 
The  new  list  being  started  for  the  coming  season  was 
well  supported.  On  behalf  of  the  society  I  wish  to 
return  thanks  to  the  prize  donors  for  their  kindness  in 
forwarding  the  same.  The  next  return  visit  on  the 
C.  and  D.  V.  list  takes  place  on  June  10. — 
H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Tuesday  last  we  had 
a  good  meeting  and  got  through  a  lot  of  business.  The 
members  made  a  very  strong  protest  against  the  extra 
Is.  on  the  Pulborough  and  Amberley  tickets.  Messrs. 
L.  H.  Grurney  and  G.  Bj'e  were  elected  as  delegates  to 
the  next  monthly  meeting.  Mr.  F.  Chalk  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  and  ilr.  P.  Kluske  a  working 
member.  A  special  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  .30, 
at  8.45  p.m.  The  committee  will  meet  at  7  p.m.  the 
same  date. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — A  general  meeting  was  held  on 
March  19,  which  passed  off  very  successfully,  five  new 
members  were  elected.  The  new  season  tickets  are 
ready,  and  all  members  who  have  not  paid  their  sub- 
scriptions are  requested  to  kindly  do  so  on  June  9 
next. — G.  Schi  ltz. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-gpreen. — Owing 
to  not  being  able  to  arrange  details  at  Dorking,  a 
meeting  is  arranged  for  June  5.  Hope  all  members 
will  attend,  and  I  trust  all  prizes  will  be  forthcoming 
on  .June  12. — George. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E. — The  special  meeting  that  was  called  for  May 
28th,  to  arrange  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season,  has 
been  postponed  until  Tuesday,  June  4,  when  I  hope  to 
see  all  members  present. — .].  M. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — One  more  new 
member  made  at  our  last  meeting,  also  auother 
proposed.  Our  prize  list  has  beeu  greatly  added  to 
since  last  report.  Members  please  attend  in  force 
next  Tuesday,  May  28,  special. — T.  G.  Gibds. 
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Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Mr.  Dew  put  us  ou  a  capital 
dinner  for  our  annual.  We  were  rather  handicapped 
bv  two  adjacent  clubs  dining  on  the  same  night ;  but 
did  very  well,  Mr.  Bouliler  WaS  top  wieght  with 
1321b.  The  prizes  were  well  spread  out  among  our 
members,  and,  with  a  little  harmony,  we  laid  the 
foundation  of  next  season's  prize  list  in  a  substantial 
manner. — R.  C. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — We  had  a  good  muster  last  Friday 
(May  17),  and  made  some  new  members.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Friday  to  arrange  dates 
of  our  outings  and  other  business. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham,  S.W. — Our  third  annual  supper  and 
distribution  was  a  decided  success.  Mr.  W.  Austin 
Clark  kindly  took  the  chair,  and  said  some  nice  words 
about  us.  Mr.  Debus  catered  for  us  in  his  usual  able 
manner,  there  being  plenty  of  everything.  After 
supper  not  the  least  interesting  event  came  on — the 
distribution  of  prizes,  Mr.  Bushy  being  the  champion. 
The  prize  list  was  augmented  with  prizes  to  the  value 
of  £10.  The  members  during  the  season  have  weighed 
in  over  4J  cwt.  of  fish.  After  the  distribution  a 
capital  programme  was  gone  through  by  the  follow- 
ing :  Messrs.  W.  Austin  Clark,  Hemens,  Harry  Payne, 
J.  Main,  T.  Lucas,  Eyke,  Brookman,  Brown,  A.  Pain, 
and  Wood  (pianist).  The  evening's  enjoyment  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem.  We  fiinished  up  at  the  above  address  with 
our  supper,  and  our  future  address  will  be  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road.  We 
take  a  visit  on  June  4. — A.  Pain. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HillLngdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  annual  prize 
distribution  and  supper  takes  place  at  the  above  house 
on  May  28.  There  is  a  long  programme  to  be  got 
through.  Will  all  members  turn  up  as  early  as 
possible. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — We  open  the 
season  with  a  match  on  June  16,  at  Hatfield  Peverel, 
for  five  prizes,  from  the  Black  Bridge  to  Byford's  Mill, 
all  to  go  down  by  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  night 
that  leaves  Stratford  at  12-9  p.m.  and  Forest  Gate  at 
12-21  p.m.  Members  can  go  down  on  the  Sunday 
morning. — R.  Lowther. 


^offings  bp  i^e  i^ag. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  pressure  on  our  space,  several 
important  letters  from  correspondents  and  reports  of 
meetings  are  held  over  till  next  week.  Among  them 
are  the  meeting  of  the  executive  council  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association,  held  on  May  18  ;  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  held 
on  May  11  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  Brighton  ;  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling 
Association,  held  at  the  Goldhawk  Hotel  on  May  15 ; 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society ;  the  monthly  delegate  meetings  of  the  Anglers' 
and  Central  Associations,  and  others. 


The  progress  of  the  "  May  Fly "  is  reported  on 
page  347,  but  many  references  are  made  in  the  various 
reports  from  rivers  and  the  provinces. 


DuEiNG  the  Easter  holidays  a  notice  was  given  of 
the  holiday  literature  issued  by  various  railway  com- 
panies. To  hand,  from  the  Great  Eastern,  is  a  fund 
of  interesting  and  useful  matter  to  those  who  intend 
visiting,  or  have  visited,  the  various  and  multitudinous 
seaside  and  river  resorts  available  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway.  At  present  I  can  only  just  enumerate  them, 
and  to  recommend  anglers  or  non-anglers  to  apply  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  line.  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
Liverpool-street,  for  a  copy  of  each  or  all,  which  will 
be  supplied  gratuitously. 


"  Holidays  in  Eastern  Counties  "  is  an  entirely 
new  booklet,  handsomely  got  up,  full  of  beautiful 
illustrations — in  fact,  a  work  of  art  as  well  as  a  work 
of  reference.  Then  comes  "  Farmhouse  and  Country 
Lodgings"  (Essex,  Hertfordshire,  Cambridgeshire, 
Suffolk,  and  Norfolk),  also  illustrated,  with  additional 
information  this  year  not  formerly  included  therein 
as  to  hotels  and  inn  accommodation  in  the  Broads 
district,  and  hotels  and  boarding-houses  at  the  East 
Coast  resorts.  "Farm  and  Dairy  Produce "  gives  a 
list  of  farmers,  market-gardeners,  and  others  prepared 
to  forward  farm  and  garden  produce  direct  to  con- 
sumers ;  and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  tells  you  the 
cost  of  transit.  Then  there  is  a  "  List  of  all  the 
Principal  Agricultural  Shows  for  1901  "  ;  "  Dates  of 
Forthcoming  Dog  and  Poultry  Shows,"  "  The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Tourist  and  Seaside  Arrangements," 
and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  handy  and  prettily 
got-uj)  list  of  principal  horse  and  cattle  fairs,  racing 
and  cricket  fixtures,  and  useful  information  to  anglers. 
There  are  others  in  the  press  which  I  hope  to  announce 
later. 


"Jones,  London,"  is  brief,  and  our  London  post- 
men are  pretty  smart  in  deciphering  the  hieroglyphics 
which,  interpreted,  mean  "  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C."  It  was  not  very 
many  months  since  that  a  letter  was  addressed 
"'Dragnet,'  Fish  Shop,  London."  It  arrived  safely; 
got  into  the  right  channel  (not  the  W.  P.  B.)  "  and  all 
was  well ! "  Telegraphic  addresses  and  telephone 
numbers  are  very  useful.  Intelligible  but  brief 
accounts  of  passing  events  "by  club  or  river"  are 
always  welcome  (provided  they  do  not  arrive  too  late 
for  insertion).    But  when  the  name  of  the  river  or  the 

club  or  the  writer  is  omitted— well,  then  ,  Wait 

a  minute. 


In  the  issue  of  IMay  18  a  certain  firm  of  tackle 
manufacturers  advertised  on  the  back  page  of  wrapper 
their  dapping  specialities:  "Harden,"  "J.W.Z.," 
rods  ;  combination  dapping  reels ;  dapping  casts,  lines, 
hooks,  etc.  The  list  occupied  half  a  page,  but  some- 
how or  other  the  name  and  address  of  the  advertiser 
was  omitted.  Now,  this  is  to  give  notice  that  the 
omission  is  regretted,  and  it  should  have  been ; 
"  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  137,  St.  John's-street-road, 
London,  E.C."  They  are  the  manufacturers  of  the 
"Dragnet"  cast  case,  and,  although  I  did  not  make 
them,  I  can  recommend  them.  This  is  not  an  adver- 
tisement, but  only  justice  to  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co. 


I  am  asked  by  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  to  remind  those  gentlemen  to  whom 
tickets  for  the  late  Champion  Hotel  concert  were  sent, 
that  a  settlement  is  desired  as  soon  as  possible. 
Tickets  may  be  returned,  or  postal  orders,  addressed 
to  the  hon.  secretary,  at  headquarters,  the  Ben  Jonson, 
Shoe-lane,'  B.C. 


OUR  F.a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Me.  W.  O.  Wiles. 


As  the  vice-president  of  the  Collingwood  Angling 
Society,  Mr.  W.  O.  Wiles,  by  his  enthusiasm  both  in 
sport  and  in  the  cause  of  the  angler,  has  won  for  him- 
self a  large  circle  of  friends.  It  has  been  laid  down 
as  an  axiom  by  philosophers  that  tact  largely  prepon- 
derates in  the  characteristics  of  all  successful  men, 
and  the  truth  of  this  has  been  amply  demonstrated  by 
Mr.  Wiles.  As  an  angler  he  started  his  career  some 
twenty-five  years  ago  on  the  New  River,  where 
he  and  his  brother  used  in  the  early  mornings  to 
catch  big  bags  of  roach  and  dace,  to  say  nothing 
of  trout,  perch,  jack,  and  such-like  fish  which  love 
to  make  Sir  Hugh  Myddleton's  aqueduct  their 
home  for  the  pleasure  of  anglers  who  have  the 
good  fortune  to  obtain  permits  to  fish  there.  Later 
on  he  fished  in  the  Thames,  and  the  fish  in  that 
river  were  sorry  because  so  many  of  their  kinsfolk 
died.  Tben  iu  course  of  time  he  went  to  Slapton  Ley 
and  the  Kentish  Stour  and  other  places,  and  the  fish 
there  were  sorry.  Great  grief  has  also  been  felt  by 
the  codfish  at  Herne  Bay  at  his  presence,  and  his 
iniquities  in  this  direction  are  likely  to  increase  in 
other  places  during  the  ensuing  summer.  He  is  a 
stern  opponent  to  gross  weight  fishing ;  believes  that 
Thames  measurement  ought  to  be  raised  at  least  an 
inch  all  round,  and  subscribes  liberally  to  the  A.B.S,, 
T,R,A.,  and  T,A,P,S.  I  am  indebted  to  that  enter- 
prising contemporary,  the  Thames  Angling  News  for 
May,  for  the  chief  facts  here  used  concerning  Mr. 
Wiles.  He  is  an  angler,  a  sportsman,  and  an  all 
round  good  fellow.  The  above  photo  was  taken  by 
Emberson,  of  Regent-street,  and  was  kindly  lent  by 
]\Ir.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  editor  of  the  Thames  A7iglinj 
News. 


At  the  North  Holderness  Petty  Sessions  recently, 
Harry  Whitfield,  of  Hull,  was  summoned  for  catching 


freshwater  fish  in  the  River  Hull,  at  Hempholme,  on 
April  28,  during  close  time.  The  prosecution  was 
undertaken  by  the  Hull  Anglers'  Preservation  Society 
(of  which  the  defendant  was  a  member)  as  a  test  case. 
The  offence  was  admitted,  but  the  defence  set  up  was 
that  under  Sub-section  C,  Section  11,  of  the  Fresh 
Water  Fisheries  Act  of  1878,  he  required  the  fish  which 
he  caught — a  fine  specimen  of  a  chub — for  scientific 
purposes,  or  for  stuffing.  Mr.  Harry  Wray,  for  the 
prosecuting  society,  contended  that  the  plea  could  not 
exempt  him,  as  catching  a  fish  for  stuffing  was  not  for 
scientific  purposes.  The  Bench  did  not  consider  the 
defence  a  sound  one,  and  fined  the  defendant  5s.  and 
costs. 


Those  who  love  a  "  blow  on  the  briny"  (and  who 
does  not?)  should  make  a  note  of  the  fact  that  the 
New  Palace  steamers  start  their  season  on  May  25 
with  the  sailings  of  the  Koh-i-Nom-  and  the  Royal 
Sovereign.  The  flagship  of  their  fine  fleet,  La 
Margimite,  good  old  Captain  Fishenden  in  command, 
will  commence  her  day  trips  to  Boulogne  and  Ostend 
and  back  on  June  26,  and  those  who  have  never  tried 
one  of  the  pleasant  excursions  will  thank  me  for 
recommending  them,  those  who  have  sampled  them 
will,  I  am  sure,  go  again  without  any  word  from  me. 
The  courteous  and  popular  agent  of  the  company  at 
Southend,  Mr.  Walter  Wilson,  is,  I  am  pleased  to 
hear,  still  in  charge  of  the  Palace  Company's  interests 
there. 


I  HAVE  been  favoured  by  the  Health  Resorts  Associa- 
tion with  an  advance  copy  of  their  new  guide  to  Deal. 
This  little  book  is  the  official  publication  of  the  Deal 
Town  Council,  and  it  is  quite  the  best  guide  book  and 
souvenir  of  the  metropolis  of  sea  fishing  that  I  have 
seen.  In  both  matter  and  get  up  it  is  excellent,  the 
numerous  illustrations,  in  particular,  being  a  long  way 
ahead  of  the  ordinary  guide  book.  The  publishers 
were  well  advised  in  securing  the  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey,  who  is  now  residing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, as,  besides  contributing  a  thorough  practical 
article  on  "  Sea  Fishing  at  Deal,"  he  has  given  them 
the  rvm  of  his  unique  series  of  photographs  of  fisher- 
men. Two  of  the  pictures  selected,  "  What's  that  on 
the  Goodwins?"  and  "Round  the  Capstan,"  are  not 
only  artistic,  but  most  natural,  and  capital  portraits 
of  his  models.  My  old  friend,  Ned  Hanger,  figures  in 
both.  The  local  views  are  mostly  by  Mr.  Franklin  (his 
"  Requiem  of  the  Sea  "  is  delightful)  and  Mr.  Webber, 
while  Messrs.  S.  Mauser,  Pape,  and  Frost  contribute 
some  charming  little  snapshots.  Altogether  it  is  a 
book  which  should  be  much  sought  after  and  valued 
by  those  who,  like  myself,  love  dear  old  Deal.  It  is 
published  locally  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Northey,  35,  High- 
street. 


Talking  about  Deal  and  Ned  Hanger  reminds  me 
that  he  has  gone  into  business  again,  and  is  now 
"  mine  host  "  of  the  Napier,  in  Beach-street,  where  he 
hopes  to  welcome  all  his  old  fishing  friends.  There  is 
a  fine  smoking-room  at  the  Napier  overlooking  the 
sea,  where  anglers  can  "  fight  their  battles  o'er 
again,"  and  when  the  alterations  and  improvements 
now  in  progress  are  completed,  it  will  be  as  snug  and 
comfortable  a  hostel  as  one  could  wish  to  find.  I  am 
sure  all  sea-anglers  will  join  with  me  in  wishing  our 
old  friend  every  success  in  his  new  venture. 


The  Stockwell  anglers  had  a  most  successful  supper 
and  distribution  at  the  Alfred's  Head  on  May  21. 
They  notify  a  change  of  address,  which  will  in  future 
be  the  "Duke  of  Cambridge,"  Thorne-road,  South 
Lambeth-road.  At  the  visit  which  takes  place  on 
June  4,  they  will  have  a  "  house-warming." 


The  Whitsuntide  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
are  sufficiently  numerous  and  varied  to  appeal  to  all 
sections  of  holiday  seekers.  The  central  situation  of 
the  popular  establishment  making  it  accessible  without 
a  tedious  journey  is  also  a  fact  which  must  tell  largely 
in  its  favour.  Anyhow,  all  day  long,  from  brealsfast- 
time  until  midnight,  visitors  will  find  a  constant  suc- 
cession of  entertainments  so  diverse  as  to  include  glee 
singers  and  snake  charmers,  thought  readers  and  high 
rope  walkers,  lady  cyclists  and  xjerforming  bears,  with 
plenty  of  good  music,  and  a  heap  of  other  sources  of 
amusement. 

The  Mick  was  regarding  his  dinner  very  dubiously. 
Suddenly,  holding  up  a  piece  of  meat  on  his  fork,  he 
asked  his  wife,  "  And  what  d'ye  call  this  ?  "  "  That,'' 
she  replied,  "  that  is  leg  of  beef."  "  Ah  !  "  said  Mick, 
"  begob  !  I  thought  there  was  something  funnj-  about 
it."  "  What  do  you  mean  ?  "  asked  the  good  lady. 
"Well,"  said  Mick,  "another  two  inches  lower  down 
and  it  would  have  been  cow-heel." 


How's  this  ?  Next  Monday  being  Good  Friday, 
there  will  be  an  open  air  meeting  in  the  girls'  school- 
rcom  to  decide  what  .colour  we  are  to  whitewash  the 
ctilin^  of  the  new  chapel  of  ease.  iDeagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  cm  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prizes  won  in  the  specimen  fish  competition  at 
Bingley  Hall  were  distributed  on  Wednesday,  May  15, 
by  Mr.  Coles,  the  president  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association.  The  sum  of  £20  was  handed 
over  to  the  successful  prize  winners  and  to  the  clubs, 
together  with  twelve  gold  centred  medals.  Great 
satisfaction  was  expressed  by  the  gentlemen  present 
and  the  representatives  of  the  clubs  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  whole  business  had  been  carried  out  by 
Messrs.  White  and  Coles,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  the  manager  of  the  exhibition. 
The  show  this  year  has  been  a  great  success,  and  next 
year  will  be  even  better,  as  a  large  number  of  cases 
are  being  set  up  by  the  clubs  who,  so  far,  have  not 
been  identified  with  the  show.  A  large  number  of 
prizes  will  be  given  in  order  to  bring  about  the  desired 
success,  and  more  room  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  clubs,  so  that  the  fish  may  be  seen  to  better 
advantage.  The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  held  their  annual  concert  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow-hill,  on  Tuesday  evening.  May  14. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  W.  Bagley  occupied 
the  vice-chair.  A  host  of  talent  put  in  an 
appearance,  but  the  concert  was  not  so  well 
patronised  as  the  committee  would  have  liked  it  to 
be.  Another  concert  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  next  (May  28),  when  there  is  no  doubt  but 
what  it  will  be  better  attended.  Notices  have  been 
sent  out  by  a  person  at  Pershore  to  the  effect  that  no 
Sunday  fishing  will  be  allowed  there,  but  I 
have  it  on  good  authority  that  the  fishing  is  not 
stopped  by  the  landowners,  and  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  Clubs 
requiring  any  information  in  the  matter  can  obtain 
the  same  from  Mr.  J.  Knight,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Pershore.  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed  at  Wyre, 
above  Pershore,  but  no  Sunday  contests  are  allowed. 
A  large  nimiber  of  our  members  are  looking 
forward  to  the  coming  holidays  for  a  bit  of  trout 
fishing;  very  few  have  been  out  this  week.  The 
Severn  will  be  greatly  patronised,  and  if  the  present 
weather  continues  I  hope  to  hear  of  some  good  sport 
being  had.  A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  June  1, 
at  the  Abbey  Caf6  Restaurant,  when  business  apper- 
taining to  the  coming  association  contest  will  be 
discussed.  The  business  will  commence  at  5  o'clock 
prompt. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  is  now  fairly  good  in  this  district,  and 
from  the  Driffield  Canal  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
secured ;  one  Driffield  angler,  a  member  of  the  Hearts 
of  Oak  Angling  Society,  is  credited  with  taking  seven 
fish,  between  that  town  and  Wansford  Lock,  that 
scaled  in  the  aggregate  over  91b.  In  the  Eiver  Hull 
some  good  fish  have  been  caught  during  the  week, 
one  Hull  angler  securing  five  near  to  the  Hempholme 
Lock  that  averaged  about  Jib.  each,  the  best  fish 
gomg  jib.  In  the  tidal  waters  one  was  caut^ht 
6n  Saturday  (May  18)  that  weighed  21b.  6oz 
and  another  estimated  to  weigh  about  21b.,  and 
flounders  are  providing  grand  sport  in  most  parts  of 
the  river  to  bottom  fishers,  and  some  of  the  fish  run- 
nmg  very  large,  even  from  Jib.  up  to  fib.  each.  The 
North  Whyton  Angling  Association  fished  a  match  on 
the  river  on  Minto  Flatts,  and  had  fairly  good  sport 
Mr.  S.  Marhng  topping  the  prize  winners  with 
21b.  ioz.  and  being  closely  followed  by  Mr.  J.  Moore 
who  weighed  in  21b.  3oz.,  for  second  place.  The 
members  of  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling 
Society  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  the 
river  at  Hull  Bridge,  but  owing  to  the  unfavourable 
state  of  the  weather  only  met  with  poor  sport  yet  the 
first  prize  winner,  Mr.  J.  Dibb,  managed  to  secure 
IJlb.  of  fish,  Messrs.  I.  Allen  and  T.  Eobson  being 
second  and  third  with  lib.  6oz.  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Wigan  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  have  decided  to  fish  their  All  England 
match  at  Leigh  in  the  Worsley  Canal  fishery  on 
June  29.  The  prizes  are  of  the  value  of  £10  in  cash 
and  vary  from  £2  10s.  to  2s.  6d.  Pull  particulars 
have  been  printed  and  circulated.  Counciller  Levi 
Booth,  J.P.,  will  officiate  as  referee.  Our  rivers  are 
reported  on  as  follows  :— The  Kibble  has  been  low  and 
sport  during  the  day  not  good,  but  early  and  late  a 
tew  decent  catches  have  been  made.  From  the  Wyre 
and  its  tributaries  much  the  same  is  said,  in  fact  ■ 
although  there  is  a  fair  rise  only  the  extremes  of  the 
day  are  of  much  use  to  fishermen.  The  upper  reaches 
are  not  so  good  as  the  lower  reaches  and  tidal  portions  • 
probably  the  Cartford  deeps  are  the  best  of  the  lot 
irom  the  Lune  the  reports  speak  of  average  baskets 
up  to  eight  brace.  Up-stream  worm  fishing  has  been 
the  best,  but  the  creeper  still  kills  well.    A  good  flood 


would  materially  benefit  all  our  streams.  The  eight 
clubs  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Meols  Lake 
intend  to  promote  a  match  in  the  hope  of  raising 
funds  to  restock  the  same.  The  whole  of  the  anglers 
in  the  city  of  Liverpool  appear  to  emulate  each  other 
in  trying  to  help  on  their  various  clubs. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Many  trout  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  but  the 
sport  has  presented  no  interesting  features.  The  dry 
weather  continues,  and  the  low  and  bright  condition 
of  the  streams  has  almost  entirely  prevented  anglers 
doing  much  good.  Up  to  now  the  season  has  been  a 
very  indifferent  one,  quite  as  bad,  in  fact,  as  last  year, 
when  we  had  no  suitable  trouting  weather  until  the 
advent  of  June.  Those  who  have  operated  this  week 
with  the  fly  have  found  the  fish  very  inactive,  and  the 
process  of  swimming  the  maggot  has  only  accounted 
for  an  odd  fish  here  and  there.  Although  the  wind 
remains  in  the  north-east,  the  weather  has  been 
warmer  ;  but  we  want  some  rain  badly,  and  until  that 
comes  trout-fishing  will  remain  in  very  much  the 
same  condition  as  it  does  at  the  present  time. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  last  we  hear  of  something  like  activity  in  the 
demand  for  tackle,  and  this  must  be  taken  as  pre- 
sumptive evidence  of  an  awakening  in  the  sport 
generally.  Of  course  there  is  only  one  cause  for  such 
a  sudden  and  welcome  state  of  things  in  this  city,  and 
that  is  the  near  approach  of  Whit  week  or  popular  holi- 
day. Excursions  are  being  arranged  to  every  available 
resort,  but  many  places  will  not  be  worth  a  visit  if 
rain  keeps  off;  in  the  meantime  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society,  at  their  next  meeting  on  June  10, 
will  arrange  for  theirfirst  contest.  The  Moss  Side  Social 
Angling  Society  announce  that  their  waters  will  be  open 
from  Whit  Monday  until  further  notice.  At  the  next 
meeting  the  dates  and  venues  for  championship 
competitions  will  be  arranged.  The  Union  Chapel 
Angling  Society  will  have  their  first  club  outing  on 
Monday  next,  and  are  looking  forward  to  an  enjoyable 
time.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  announce  with 
regret  the  death  of  Mr.  McManus,  one  of  their 
most  popular  and  greatly  respected  members. 
The  Bollin  is  sure  to  be  well  fished  next  week.  A  late 
report  from  this  river  says,  "  Water  still  low ;  some 
good  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  evening,  several  over 
lib.  Bottom  fishing  is  the  best  style."  A  preliminary 
notice  is  issued  of  a  big  contest  to  be  held  in  Comb's 
Reservoir. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Greet  and  Dover 
Beck,  and  some  choice  baskets  of  fish  have  been 
creeled.  Both  streams  have  been  running  in  low  and 
bright  volume,  and  the  best  takes  have  been  effected 
towards  evening.  —  Members  of  the  City  Welling- 
ton Society  have  been  paying  pleasure  visits  to 
Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow.  A  little  fishing  was 
indulged  in,  but  all  trout  landed  have  to  be  returned. 
Hundreds  of  barbel,  chub,  and  roach  have  reached  the 
spawning-grounds,  and  the  more  forward  fish  are 
leaving  for  the  "scours"  in  order  to  cleanse  them- 
selves. A  prosperous  season  seems  assured.  No 
salmon  have  been  rim,  and  it  is  evident  that  few 
abound.— The  Trent  Fishery  Board  have  prosecuted 
a  snarer  "  at  Nottingham  Town  Hall  for  taking  fish 
(pike)  out  of  season.  The  case  was  heard  at  a 
special  sitting  held  on  Tuesday  afternoon  (May  21), 
and  was  fully  brought  home  to  the  defendant,  Henry 
Marples,  whose  only  excuse  was  that  he  was  not  the 
primary  offender.  The  Bench  ordered  him  to  pay  a 
fine  of  40s.,  in  default  one  month's  imprisonment. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Those  who  have  been  able  to  afford  the  time  have 
been  fairly  well  rewarded.  Dam  Flask  is  proving  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  public  fishing  resorts,  a°nd 
rarely  is  it  that  anglers  are  not  to  be  found  on 
its  banks.  Bottom  fishing  is  principally  practised, 
and  most  anglers  have  accounted  for  one  or 
two  brace.  The  fish  are  of  good  size,  however, 
and  provide  excellent  sport.  The  Derbyshire  Wye 
and  Derwent  contain  some  capital  trout,  and  both 
fly  and  bottom  anglers  are  doing  well.  The  Amber 
at  Wingfield  is  also  well  patronised,  and  with  suit- 
able meteorological  conditions  a  good  basket  can  be 
assured;  a  number  of  anglers  have  visited  the 
Haxey  Drain  and  have  brought  hack  baskets  up  to 
201b.  in  weight,  comprising  bream,  roach,  and  eels, 
some  of  the  first  named  drawing  the  scale  at  2tHb. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  sunny  all 
the  week,  with  the  wind  east  or  north-east,  which 
prevented  the  heat  from  being  oppressive,  and  the 
nights  have  been  downright  cold.  A  good  few  havei 
been  out  trouting,  but  did  but  little  good.  Some  came 
home  water  beaten,  and  others  with  but  one  or  two 
fish  each,  although  fishing  club  and  preserved  water. 
Very  few  flies  are  on  the  water,  and  hardly  a  rise  is  to  be 
seen  in  a  whole  day  ;  fly  and  bottom  fishing  both  bad. 
The  portion  of  the  Severn,  let  by  the  Corporation  of 


Worcester  to  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Association,  is  being  closely  watched,  each  club 
affiliated  sending  out  members  each  week.  There 
are  thousands  of  roach  under  the  Diglis  Weir  at  the 
present  time,  and  a  great  number  of  samlets  ;  the 
lives  of  a  great  number  of  spawny  fish  have  been 
saved  by  keeping  the  pothunting  fraternity  from 
fishing  the  water,  and  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river 
will  therefore  be  increased.  Salmon  fishing  has  not 
been  good  this  week  so  far  as  numbers  go,  but  some 
few  very  large  ones  have  been  netted  and  the  quality 
Al.  I'rices  keep  high.  The  rivers  are  verv  low  and 
the  water  clear,  and  some  rain  would  do  a  great  deal 
of  good.  A  goodly  number  of  club  members  will  be 
after  the  trout  next  week,  but  no  big  catches  will  be 
had  if  the  wind  keeps  in  the  east. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Whilst  the  north-easterly  wind  continues,  it  is 
hardly  likely  that  matters  will  improve  much.  During 
the  day  it  is  very  warm  in  the  sunshine,  but  the 
nights  are  chilly  and  the  early  mornings  positively 
cold.  Anglers  are  fortunate  who  can  betake  them- 
selves to  charming  haunts  and  picturesque  surround- 
ings and  forget  in  the  enchantment  that  the  pastime 
is  a  blank.  Sport  has  been  very  moderate  lately  in  the 
Swale,  and  rain  is  needed  to  improve  matters.  On  the 
Tees  things  are  a  little  better,  but  the  catch  of  sixtv- 
eight  nice  fish  made  recently  by  Mr.  Calvert,  of  York, 
who  was  staying  at  Gainford,  has  not  been  repeated  by 
other  anglers.  The  Swale  needs  thoroughly  flushing. 
Mr.  W.  King's  experience  at  Matlock  Bath  furnishes 
an  exceptional  incident  in  angling.  From  the  balcony 
of  his  house  overlooking  the  Derwent  he  hooked  a  fine 
trout  weighing  61b.  14oz.  Sea  angling  on  the  north- 
east coast  has  lately  been  at  a  discount. 


Wotc5  from  t^c  ilorf^. 

A  HEAVY  run  of  salmon  is  being  experienced  on  the 
east  coast  generally,  and  the  Dee  district  in  particular, 
and  the  higher  pools  already  stocked  will  be  very 
much  over  so  before  relief  comes  with  the  autumn 
floods. 


A  good  few  grilse  are  now  making  their  appearance 
on  the  Kincardine  and  Aberdeenshire  coasts.  Hitherto 
they  have  been  to  the  nets,  all  except  two  on  the 
Deveron  which  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of  anglers. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  season,  a  beauty  of  5Jlb.,  was 
got  on  Marnoch  Lodge  fishings,  which  are  vacant  for 
July  and  would  carry  three  rods  nicely. 


Mr.  Searle,  jun.,  had  his  maiden  salmon  on  Satur- 
day (May  18)  on  the  Kincardine  Dee  water,  a  beauty 
of  101b.  He  only  arrived  from  the  south  a  few  hours 
previously,  so  that  he  was  certainly  in  luck  in  getting 
a  hold  almost  at  the  first  cast. 


The  Ugie  is  in  first-class  trim  just  now,  and  baskets 
up  to  161b.  of  finnock,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout  are 
easily  being  made.  There  is  room  for  a  few  more  rods 
for  June,  July,  and  August,  and  the  season  as  yet 
promises  well. 


The  Blue  Charm,  the  Black  Dog  (that  is,  the  Black 
Doctor  with  variations),  the  Mar  Lodge,  Gordon, 
Jeannie,  Loggie,  and  such  like,  are  the  killing  flies  on 
the  Dee  just  now. 


A  fine  clean  salmon  was  taken  near  the  Ardwell  on 
the  Upper  Deveron  by  a  Dufftown  angler  on  the  hunt 
for  trout.  This  is  striking  proof,  if  such  were  needed, 
of  the  revival  of  the  Deveron  as  a  spring  salmon 
river. 

Mr.  Macdonald,  Fife  Arms,  Braemar,  holds  a  good 
bit  of  salmon  fishing  on  the  Dee,  chiefly  for  the  use  of 
his  guests.  Hitherto  the  season  has  been  a  poor  one, 
only  three  fish  having  been  secured,  but  now  the 
prospects  are  much  brighter. 

On  the  Lower  Invercauld  Dee  waters  Mr.  Basset 
and  party  had  forty-nine  salmon  for  the  past  two 
weeks.  But  this  is  the  first  real  sport  agoing  since 
the  season  opened  on  February  11,  and°those  who 
have  been  in  these  parts  since  the  early  davs  of 
February  have  not  fared  extremely  well. 

Special  Scotch. 


HOLLOWAYS  PILL.S  are  adinirablv  adapted  for  luriii" 
diseases  incidental  to  females.  At  ditferelit  periods  of  lif? 
women  are  subject  to  complaints  which  rfequire  a  peculiar 
medicine  ;  and  it  is  now  tin  indisputable  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  so  suitable  for  complaints  of  this  nature  as  Holloway  s 
Pills.  For  all  the  debilitating  disordei-s  incidental  to  the  sex 
and  in  every  contingency  perilous  to  the  life  and  health  of 
woman— youthful  or  aged,  married  or  single— they  are  a  safe 
and  reliable  remedy.  Their  purifyiug  tiualities  fender  them 
invaluable  to  females  of  all  ages.  They  are  searehing  and 
cleansing,  yet  invigorating;  a  few  doses  will  speedily  remove 
irregularities  in  the  system,  and  thereby  establish  health  on  a 
sound  and  firm  basis 
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EATON  &  DRIER 

Craoked  l^a.xxG,  ]L.ondon    Bridge,   E.C.,  &  1,   Bui>y   St.,  St.  Ja,mes%  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

  (with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

■7S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ■7^>/- 

ssso-D   FOR  X X. X. XT sss xs, ^ ^ x: x>   c^nr^x<o<3-XTX3,   jttst    x>-c7bx.xssx:  d. 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 

—not  cold:  bub  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds ;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 

LEMCO 

(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  Jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


DO»l  T  LET  lV\OTrtS 

VbUi^  fUi\S 

0I\  BL/^rtKETS 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KmS  BLACKBEETLES  &FLEAS 
Tins  3d.  ed.  &  1/. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only'). 

UAPIfl  CO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nnUI\LtO  Seal's  Fur,  Pig's  Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


MAYJPLIES. 

Twr  2^  ^^i^^i^^^^"^  u^-^l  ^chi^ved  during  the  May  Fly  season  has  been  accomplished  by  using  the  P01L.iLR 
JVIAY  which  is  the  most  seductive  pattern  introduced  ia  modern  times.     A  client  of  ours,  writing  us 

recently,  says,  with  this  Fly  he  took  a  brace  of  Trout  weighing  5  lbs.  12  oz.  and  6  lb.  8  oz.  respectively— the  largest 
hsh  taken  in  our  waters  for  over  nine  years.   They  would  look  at  nothing  else 

THE    IDEAL    MAY    FLY  (PROTECTED), 

Is  the  most  natural  Fly  ever  produced  in  form,  colour,  and  size.     It  is  practically  unsinkable ;  it  does  not  take  half 
the  drying  of  any  other  May  Fly;  it  falls  cocked  the  right  way  up.    When  on  the  water  the  position  of  the  hook  is  .  \ 
such  that  the  fish  rising  at  the  Fly  must  get  hooked.  ? 


A  SPLENDID  ASSORTMENT  OF  RODS  AND  CASTS  ADAPTED  FOR  MAY  FLY  FISHING,  IN  STOCK. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


HIGH-CLASS  RODS,  FLIES,  and  TACKLE 


AND 


ANGLING  OUTFITS 

FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD, 

PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 
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GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  J.  P-)WLES  West  presided  at  last  Tuesday's 
meeting,  when  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers and  their  friends.  Mr.  James  Taylor  ("  Red 
Palmer  ")  read  a  paper  which  he  had  prepared  on  fly 
casting.  The  fullest  instruction  was  given  in  the 
method  of  fly  casting,  and  points  to  be  observed  in 
endeavours  to  oast  with  accuracy  and  delicacy  des- 
cribed. Practical  illustrations  were  given  by  Mr. 
Taylor  with  a  small  rod  and  short  line  of  the  side 
casts,  the  steeple  or  towering  cast,  the  spey  throw  and 
the  augmented  casts.  The  lecture  bristled  with  points 
of  value  to  the  novice  and  adept  alike.  A  discussion 
ensued,  and  finally  the  heartiest  thanks  were  accorded 
Mr.  Tayler  for  so  valuable  a  paper  which  it  was 
considered  a  great  privilege  to  hear  from  such  a  well- 
known  exponent  of  the  art  of  fly  fishing.  Mr.  C.  F.  F. 
Buckingham  has  very  kindly  consented  to  represent 
the  society  at  the  forthcoming  Loch  Leven  competition. 
Several  members  have  been  down  to  Chesham,  with 
but  poor  results,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  prevailing 
winds.  There  has  been  but  little  show  of  fly,  and 
consequently  the  fish  do  not  move.  Mr.  Eldred 
captured  one  of  the  rainbows,  which  he  returned  ; 
Mr.  Emery,  two  brace ;  Mr.  Jaques,  undersized  fish  ; 
Mr.  G.  Allen,  a  nice  little  trout  of  lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Powles  West,  one  of  thirteen  and  a  half  inches  ;  and 
Mr.  Connellan  some  smaller  ones.  Mr.  Fosbrooke 
had  a  few  hours  at  Leigh,  and  took  some  flounders, 
twoof  which'were  nearly  21b.  each.  Mr.  F.  L.  Berth  wick 
has  just  returned  from  Scotland,  where  he  had  twelve 
days'  hard  fly  fishing  for  yellow  trout,  and  was  very 
successful,  averaging  eighteen  fish  per  day,  up  to  lib. 
and  over.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  meeting.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


Many  topics  of  interest  came  before  last  Monday's 
meeting — Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  in  the  chair — such  as 
placing  May  Fly  eggs  in  the  Colne ;  the  insect  life 
there  ;  Mr.  Bradford's  new  "  fly  "  for  trout ;  a  visit  to 
a  trout-breeding  establishment;  the  propagation  of 
the  May  Fly  ;  prawns,  English  and  Irish  ;  Irish  May 
Fly  dapping,  etc.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  had  a  trout 
from  the  Thames  of  51b.  4oz.  Dr.  P.  A.  Dewar  Head 
represents  the  society  at  the  Loch  Leven  com- 
petition. Thanks  were  given  to  Tim  Macarthy,  of 
Waterville,  for  having  kindly  sent  over  a  supply  of 
Stone  Fly  and  other  larvse,  which  had  been  planted  in 
the  Uxbridge  water  by  the  chairman. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BKITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  May  22,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  Wm.  R.  Reeves  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon. 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Deal,  Eastbourne,  East  Looe,  and  Penzance,  also  letters 
from  Mr.  St.  John  stating  that  the  fishing  at  Aberifra 
(Anglesey)  is  coming  on  now,  he  having  taken  pollack, 
small  codling,  sea  bream,  skate,  but  not  very  large 
takes.  Full  information  can  be  had  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  hon.  secretary,  also  from  Mr.  Hanger,  of 
Deal,  saying  he  had  taken  the  Lord  Napier,  and  will 
be  glad  to  accommodate  members  there.  Mr.  Reeves 
mentioned  that  the  flounders  were  comino-  in 
at  Leigh-on-Sea.  Interesting  discussions  °took 
place  upon  silk-worm  gut  and  upon  the  positions 
of  bait  when  fishing  in  heavy  tides.  Mr.  Reeves 
showed  a  split-cane  rod  with  a  specially- 
arranged  bottom  attachment  for  flounder  fishing  at 
Leigh.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 


Grf.at  Eastern  Railway  Coi\rrANT. 
This  company  announce  cheap  excursion  bookings 
on  Friday,  May  24,  from  Liverpool-street  and  Great 
lilastern  suburban  stations  to  Newcastle,  Edinbui-i'h, 
Glasgow,  etc.  On  Saturday,  May  25,  to  Doncasfer^ 
Hall,  Sheffield,  Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries),  Ches- 
terfield, Manchester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Brad- 
ford, Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc. ;  also  to  the 
principal  towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  etc.  A  special  booking-ofiice  will  be  opened 
at  Liverpool- street  Station  from  Jlay  20  to  May 
25  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  to 
Wednesday,  and  other  tickets  to  the  seaside  and 
the  "  Broads "  district  for  use  on  forward  dates. 
Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  company's 
West-end  booking-offices  :  51,  New  Oxford-street ;  2i5, 
Edgware-road ;  2,  Cockspur-street ;  120,  Brompton- 
road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West-end  offices. 


Additional  and  relieving  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester, 
Claoton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc. 
On  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer;  at  1.35  p.m.  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft.  On  Saturday  at  9.55  a.m  , 
4.5  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft ;  at  7.12  p.m.  to  Felixstowe ;  at 
4.5  p.m.  to  Clacton  and  Walton.  Also,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in 
the  evening  of  Saturday,  special  midnight  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.20  (night)  for  Norwich,  vifi 
Cambridge  ;  at  12.25  (night)  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  The  supper  train  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.3  (night)  for  Colchester  and 
Clacton-on-Sea  as  usual.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch- 
street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend-on-Sea  and  Burnham- 
on-Crouch;  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Hertford,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Ely ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  to  Yarmouth, 
Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely  and  Hertford.  Excursion 
tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to  Epping  Forest, 
Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A  special  service  of 
trains  will  be  run  at  frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping 
Forest,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House.  On 
Whit  Tuesday  a  special  early  train  will  be  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  etc.,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8.25  a.m.  Restaurant  cars  are  run  daily  on 
trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  up- 
trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturdays  only  on  the  1.30  p.m.  train 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer. 

South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway. 
Cheap  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Mar- 
gate, Hythe,  Sandgate,  Shorncliffe,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
Sittingbourne,  Sheerness,  Faversham,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay  and  New  Romney  will  be  issued  from 
London  on  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  May  25  and  26, 
available  for  the  return  journey  on  Wednesday, 
May  29.  Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  on  Whit- 
Srmday  and  Whit  -  Monday  from  Charing  Cross, 
Waterloo,  Cannon-street,  London  Bridge  and  New  Cross 
to  Tunbridge  Wells,"  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury, 
Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
Folkestone,  Dover  and  Gravesend.  Cheap  day  tickets, 
available  by  certain  trains,  will  be  issued  to  Aldershot  on 
Bank  Holiday  from  Charing  Cross,  Cannon-street  and 
London  Bridge  Stations.  Cheap  day  excursions  will  also 
be  run  on  Whit-Sunday  and  Whit-Monday  from  Victoria, 
Holborn  and  St.  Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover, 
Gravesend,  Heme  Bay,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Sheerness, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Walmer,  and  Whitstable.  Also  from 
Victoria  (S.E.  &  C.)  only,  to  Tunbridge  Wells  and 
Hastings.  On  Whit  Sunday  afternoon  excursions  will 
be  run  to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  from  Charing 
Cross,  Victoria,  Holbom,  Cannon-street,  New  Cross, 
and  suburban  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  frequent 
special  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and  from 
Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  St.  Paul's  and 
intermediate  stations,  and  the  Crystal  Palace  (High 
Level).  Return  fare,  Is.  6d.,  including  admission. 
On  Bank  Holiday  a  special  day  excursion  will  be  run  to 
Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10.0  a.m.  On 
Bank  Holiday  a  cheap  day  excursion  will  be  run  to 
Calais,  ■  leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  at 
9.0  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  will  be  issued 
from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Cannon-street,  Holborn, 
and  St.  Paul's  from  May  22  to  27  inclusive, 
available  for  eight  days.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  services  will  be  as  usual,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  5.33  p.m.  Ostend  service,  which  will 
not  run  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  and  St.  Paul's  on 
Whit-Sunday.  Full  particulars  of  the  return  times  of 
the  above  excursions,  alterations  in  train  services,  etc., 
are  given  in  the  special  holiday  programme  and  bills 
obtainable  at  the  stations. 


ACTON  PISCATORIALS. 

A  respectaelh  antiquity  is  beginning  to  settle  on 
the  Acton  piscatorials.  On  Wednesday  evening  (May 
15)-  the  members  and  their  fi-iends  to  the  number 
of  fifty  assembled,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W. 
Evdmann,  at  the  George  Hotel,  High-street,  Acton, 
for  their  twentieth  annual  dinner.  The  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  the  chair- 
man submitted  the  "  Health  of  the  Acton  Piscatorial 
Society,"  and  remarked  that  it  was  fomided  some 
twenty  years  ago.  He  was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind 
that  there  was  no  day's  pastime  in  this  world  which 
gave  so  much  relief  to  the  busy  brain  as  that  of  a 
day's  fishing.  Speaking  from  his  past  experience,  he 
remembered  the  time  when  they  had  almost  twice  the 
number  of  their  present  membership,  but  he  was  glad 
to  see  a  much  larger  gathering  this  year  than  at  the 


last  dinner.  The  prizes  given  by  the  society  would 
not  only  convince  them  that  they  had  had  many  a 
good  day's  enjoyment  at  the  water's  edge,  but  also 
showed  that  there  was  something  to  angle  for.  He 
coupled  the  toast  with  the  names  of  Messrs.  Dovall 
and  Brooks,  who  responded. 

The  prizes  were  then  distributed  to  the  successful 
competitors,  who  were  loudly  applauded.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  this  pleasant  ceremony,  a  musical  programme, 
arranged  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Blake,  was  performed.  A  fine 
selection  of  songs  was  also  given  by  Messrs.  F.  Wilson 
(comic),  Neville  Harris,  George  Parsons,  Butler,  Taylor, 
Webb,  and  A.  H.  Matthews.  A  violoncello  solo  was 
given  by  Mr.  Fon  Secca,  and  a  fine  comet  solo  by  Mr. 
A.  Amsden.  The  accompanists  were  Messrs.  F.  E. 
Williams  and  F.  F.  Blake. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  during  the  evening  £25 
prize  money  was  promised  for  competitions  in  the 
coming  season,  one  gentleman  heading  the  list  with 
five  guineas.  Acton. 


HOUNSLOW  AND  ISLEWORTH 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took 
place  on  May  15,  at  the  Royal  George  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Hounslow,  where  a  most  excellent  repast  had 
been  prepared  by  Host  Paveley.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Chas.  Robinson,  and  the  vice-chair 
by  Mr.  H.  Robinson.  After  the  usual  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured,  the  chairman, 
in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  said  the  society 
now  had  a  good  home,  and  he  considered  the  change 
of  headquarters  a  very  wise  one  ;  they  also  had  a  good 
secretary,  and  some  good  fishermen  on  the  committee 
as  ordinary  members,  and  he  trusted  he  might  have 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  on  many  subsequent 
occasions.  The"  Press"  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Chatterley, 
and  suitably  replied  to  by  Mr.  John  Whall  {Middlesex 
Chronicle).  The  "Visitors"  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Richards,  who 
said  it  was  his  last  appearance  as  a  visitor,  as  he 
intended  to  become  a  member.  The  vice-chairman, 
the  hon.  secretary,  and  the  host  were  also  suitably 
toasted.  The  secretary  announced  that  nine  specimen 
prizes  for  next  season  had  already  been  promised. 
Mr.  Val.  Baylis  presided  at  the  piano  with  pronounced 
ability,  and  songs  were  excellently  rendered  by 
Messrs.  Whall,  Brougham,  E.  Marcham,  A.  Ludkin, 
Richards,  and  A.  Smith  (who  displayed  some  excellent 
juggling).  Mr.  A.  E.  Chatterley  recited,  and  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent. 


THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 


As  already  announced,  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of 
this  association  was  held  at  Carr's  Restaurant,  Mr. 
F.  Littlewood  presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  president, 
Dr.  F.  J.  Brownfield  Bateman,  who  was  in  South- 
ampton. The  chairman  read  the  balance-sheet, 
showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  £38  12s.  7d.  Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlett,  in  submitting  a  report  of  the 
association's  worlc  during  the  past  year,  said  that  they 
had  placed  10,000  fish  in  the  river  during  the  year. 
This  was  not  a  very  large  quantity,  but  if  more  work 
was  to  be  done  they  must  have  further  financial 
support.  They  had  received  only  £20  dm-ing  the  year 
as  against  ±6  odd  the  previous  year,  and  with  such 
small  sums  little  could  be  done.  They  had  on  order  a 
consignment  of  tench  for  the  Thames,  and  they  had 
bought  three  fish  carriers.  He  was  pleased  that  several 
London  clubs  were  taking  an  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  association,  and  it  gave  him  much  pleasure  to 
propose  that  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  the  secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Association,  be  added  to  the  T.R.A.  committee. 
The  president,  vice-president,  committee,  and 
auditors  were  then  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  F.  Littlewood  was  unanimously  elected  hon. 
treasurer,  and  agreed  to  act  as  hon.  secretary  until 
the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Cecil  Hewlett  proposed  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  P.  H.  Amphlett  for  acting  as  hon. 
secretary  pro  tern.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  proceedings. 


NEW  PISCATOEL\L  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

9,683.  Mr.  William  Hardy  and  Mr.  John  James 
Hardy,  Clun  House,  Surrey-street,  Strand. 
Improvements  in  spinning  baits. 

6,311.  Mr.  Maxwell  James  Boyle,  Tullyvin  House, 
Cootehill,  CO.  Cavan.  A  connection  for 
attaching  a  head  or  screw  to  a  fishing  bait 
or  for  attaching  a  line  to  a  bait. 

6,361.  Mr.  Henry  Bourgeois,  99,  Cannon-street, 
London,  E.C.  A  new  or  improved  fish 
incubator. 

6,716.  Mr.  John  Alexander  Duthie,  28,  Polmuir- 
road,  Aberdeen.  An  improvement  in  warp 
guides  or  gallows  of  fishing  vessels. 
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Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLANDS. 
Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  youc  correspondent, "  J.  T.," 
1  trust  the  following  information  respecting  Shetland 
and  its  climate,  trout  fishing,  etc. ,  may  prove  useful 
to  any  angler  who  contemplates  a  trip  to  the  Northern 
Isles. 

Having  myself  fished  the  Shetland  lochs  and  stayed 
for  some  months  at  different  periods  of  the  year  in 
these  islands,  your  correspondent  can  rely  on  the 
accuracy  of  any  hints  I  may  give  in  the  following 
short  description  of  how  to  get  there,  the  hest  month 
for  the  lochs,  flies,  tackle,  and  bait,  and,  lastly,  where 
to  put  up,  accommodation,  prices,  etc. 

Presuming  your  correspondent  goes  north  in  July, 
let  him,  if  possible,  start  the  first  week,  as  undoubtedly 
July  is  the  ideal  month  for  brown  trout  fishing  there. 
In  August  the  take  and  rise  is  beginning  to  go  off,  and 
the  fish  do  not  come  with  that  readiness  which  they 
show  in  the  preceding  month. 

There  is  a  good  service  of  steamers  belonging  to  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
which  leave  Leith  about  four  times  weekly,  some  boats 
running  direct  to  Lerwick,  calling  only  at  Aberdeen 
to  discharge  cargo  and  take  on  the  mails,  while  others 
touch  at  Aberdeen,  Kirkwall,  and  Stromness.  The 
boats  are  well  fitted  up,  electric  light  all  over,  cabin 
arrangements  excellent,  while  the  food,  and  chiefly 
the  dinners  of  five  courses,  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired.  First-class  faro  for  double  journey  from 
Leith  is  32s.,  meals,  wines,  etc.,  of  course  extra.  Any 
tourist  wishing  to  shorten  the  sea  journey  can  pick  up 
the  steamer  at  Aberdeen,  the  sailing  bills  provided  by 
the  very  courteous  managers  of  the  company,  and 
which  can  be  .procured  from  the  company's  offices 
either  in  Edinburgh  or  Aberdeen,  giving  full  infor- 
mation as  to  arrival  and  departure  of  all  their  boats. 

I  myself  have  always  preferred  taking  the  steamer 
which  called  at  Aberdeen  only,  thus  avoiding  Kirkwall 
and  Stromness,  which  latter  places,  though  of  extreme 
interest  to  the  ordinary  tourist,  containing,  as  they 
do,  churches,  ruins,  the  stones  of  "  Stennes,"  and 
greatly  beloved  by  antiquarians,  cause  tedious  delays, 
especially  when  tides  are  a  consideration. 

Arrived  at  Lerwick,  the  capital  of  the  Shetland 
Isles,  make  the  Queen  Hotel  the  camping  ground  for 
at  least  a  couple  of  nights ;  the  accommodation  is 
good,  and  the  cuisine  excellent ;  there  isi  a  good 
bilLiard-room,  and  the  charges  are  moderate.  Two  of 
the  best  fishing  lochs  belong  to  this  hotel,  and  every 
information  can  be  had  on  the  premises  ;  no  charge  is 
made  for  fishing  ;  all  that  is  required  is  the  proprietors' 
permission.  One  drawback,  and  a  serious  one,  is  the 
distance  from  the  hotel  to  the  lochs.  Four  miles  of  a 
rough  country  road,  winding  amongst  the  hills,  has  to 
be  traversed  daily  to  reach  the  happy  hunting  ground ; 
the  conveyances  are  not  of  the  best,  and  the  charges 
run  to  about  five  shillings  each  way. 

Having  obtained  the  necessary  permission,  I  always 
make  the  Royal  Hotel,  Scalloway,  my  headquarters. 
This  is  really  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Shetland 
group,  and  terminates  the  four-mile  drive  from  Ler- 
wick. It  is  a  small  fishing  village,  the  sea  almost 
lapping  the  walls  of  the  houses  ;  its  principal  industry 
is  the  fishing  trade,  mostly  herrings  and  haddocks. 
The  Royal  Hotel  is  kept  by  Mr.  James  Reid,  and  a 
kinder,  more  obliging  man  it  would  be  difficult  to 
meet  anywhere.  Nothing  is  a  trouble  to  him  ;  he  lives 
to  make  his  visitors  happy.  His  wife  is  an  excellent 
cook,  and  I  venture  to  say  nowhere  could  a  person  be 
better  served  than  at  the  Royal.  The  meals  are 
punctual  to  the  minute,  and  would  put  many  a  high- 
class  restaurant  to  shame. 

Ten  minutes'  quick  walking  from  here  and  we  reach 
two  magnificent  lochs  situated  in  Tingwall  Valley, 
supposed  to  be  the  richest  valley  in  Shetland.  A 
short  distance  of  some  two  hundred  yards,  with  a  low 
wall,  separates  the  two,  so  that  a  boat  can  easily  be 
dragged  from  one  loch  to  the  other.  Loch  Asta  is  the 
furthest  up  the  valley,  and  Loch  Tingwall  the  nearer 
to  Scalloway. 

The  trout  do  not  run  large,  the  average  being  two  to 
the  pound,  although  I  have  killed  many  over  lib.  and 
upwards.  With  a  gentle  ripple  on  the  water  they  rise 
well  with  great-dash,  and  for  their  size  are  exceedingly 
game  little  fish.  The  best  flies  of  many  are  Teal  and 
Red,  Teal  and  Green,  Sand  Fly,  Zulu  with  plain  body 
and  Zulu  with  silver  twist ;  also  Popham,  large  Quill 
Gnats,  and  usual  loch  flies,  but  no  baits  or  worms  are 
allowed.  There  are  two,  if  not  three,  boats  on  the 
lochs,  brought  originally  from  Norway ;  they  are  light 
and  easily  handled  by  one  man,  being  a  kind  of 
Norwegian  canoe. 

The  lower  portion  and  centre  of  Tingwall  Loch  I 
invariably  found  the  best  fishing  ground,  while  on 
Loch  Asta  the  opposite  conditions  prevail,  the  upper 
portion  of  this  magnificent  sheet  Of  water  opppsite  to 
thfe  manse  being  thfe'  tfest  jfortibn  to*|fish,  whatever  the 
conditions  of  wind  or  weather. 


If  the  boats  should  be  engaged,  very  fair  sport  may 
be  had  by  wading  in  as  far  as  the  depth  of  water  will 
allow,  and  this  can  be  safely  and  comfortably  done  on 
the  right  hand  side  of  Tingwall  Loch.  In  July  1898 
my  average  bag  was  91b.  to  101b.  daily,  but  on 
exceptionally  good  days,  with  the  wind  blowing  down 
the  lochs,  I  have  weighed  in  131b.  of  trout.  I  always 
used  an  11-foot  Greenheart  rod  built  by  Enright,  of 
Castleconnell.  The  sea  trout  fishing  in  September  is 
particularly  good,  fish  of  61b.  and  81b.  being  no  un- 
common weight  in  the  Voes. 

Cost  of  living  is  very  moderate,  and  as  a  chain  of 
these  lochs  intersects  many  parts  of  Shetland,  a 
change  of  venue  can  at  any  time  be  made  to  Clousta, 
Whiteness,  or  even  further  north  to  Baltasound, 
where  fish  run  very  much  larger,  and  in  the  last- 
mentioned  place  there  is  a  good  hotel  and  excellent 
accommodation. 

It  is  needless  to  add,  any  one  who  is  not  a  keen 
sportsman  and  prepared  to  rough  it  a  little,  had  best 
give  these  places  a  wide  berth  ;  but  speaking  for  my- 
self, I  never  met  with  more  kindness  or  spent  a 
pleasanter  holiday  than  I  have  done  in  "  Ultima 
Thule." 

The  climate  is  damp  and  misty,  and  I  should 
strongly  recommend  anglers  to  take  a  sufficiency  of 
flannel  miderclothing,  while  those  subject  to  rheuma- 
tism or  kindred  troubles  had  best  confine  their 
attention  to  some  of  our  lochs  and  rivers  at  home. — 
Yours  truly,         P.  W.  Young,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.  Ed. 

Lincoln. 


Deab,  Sir, — If  "  J.  T."  will;  write  to  me  I  shall  be 
glad  to  give  him  particulars  with  regard  to  fishing  in 
Shetland,  as  I  have  been  there  several  times.  Walls 
is  an  excellent  centre,  and  is  reached  from  Lerwick  by 
steamer.— Y'ours  faithfully,         '  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland. 

"SPECIAL    SCOTCH'S"  "NOTES  FROM  THE 
NORTH."— SULLY  OR  SULBY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Special  Scotch" 
says :  "  Small  double  irons  are  now  the  order  of  the 
day  for  trouting,  although  large  salmon  flies  are  still 
being  used."  I  presume  that  the  small  00  double-iron 
midges  are  already  being  used  for  trouting.  If  so, 
that  is  one  subject,  and  it  is  ended ;  and  if  the  next 
note  has  this,  "Large  salmon  flies  are  still  being 
used,"  there  again  is  a  fact  to  ponder  upon,  and  quite 
distinct  from  the  trouting  note.  Fancy  writing  thus— 
De  Wet  is  reported  to  be  in  Cape  Colony,  aWiough 
Shamrock  II.  has  been  refloated  1 

May  I  ask  for  information  on  a  point  of  some 
interest,  as  I  used  to  know  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  my 
brother  wrote  a  book  on  its  fishing  long  ago,  which  he 
dedicated  to  me.  Where  is  Sully  Glen  ?  I  see  (p.  viii. 
in  the  advertising  columns)  Sully  Glen  Hotel,  Isle  of 
Man,  advertised,  and  Sully  Glen  is  repeated  twice 
over. 

My  brother  wrote  of  Sulby  Glen.  Can  it  be  a 
printer's  error  to  make  it  Sully  ?  for  I  never  remember 
the  name  of  any  such  glen  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  Sulby 
Glen  was  a  well-known  glen  described  by  my  brother 
thus : 

"  Si  LBY  Glen  and  River. 

"This,  without  exception,  is  the  most  important 
and  beautiful  river  on  the  island." 

So  why  print  it  Sully  ?— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[Doubtless  "  Special  Scotch"  merely  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  although  bright  weather  and 
water  made  small  trout  flies  necessary,  the  abundance 
of  water  in  the  Dee  made  it  still  necessary  to  use 
larger  salmon  flies  than  are  generally  used  at  this 
time.  If  this  is  not  cori-ect,  perhaps  "  Special  Scotch  " 
will  say  so.    Sully  loas  a  misprint  for  Sulby.— Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  THE  LAKE,  GROVE  PARK, 
CHISWICK. 

Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  is  our 
intention  to  open  our  fisheries  at  the  lake,  Grove 
Park,  Chiswick,  on  Whit  Monday,  and  that  we*  have 
carried  out  extensive  dredging  operations  that  will 
enable  anglers  to  get  at  the  fish,  of  which  we  find 
there  is  a  greater  quantity  than  we  had  supposed,  and 
as  there  will  be  very  much  less  cover  and  a  number 
of  deepened  swims,  we  feel  certain  that  customers  will 
have  some  good  sport  this  season,  especially  the  early 
part.— Yours  respectfully,  W.  King  &  Son. 

74,  King-street,  Hammersmith,  W. 

P.S.— Tickets  will  be  reduced  to  Is.  per  day,  or 
10s.  6d.  for  the  season. 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  BORDER  ESK. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  often  thought  I  would  write  and 
inform  you  that  many  reports  concerning  the  catches 
in  the  Bsk  are  not  reliable,  and  very  misleading. 
Now  take  last  week's  report  (May  18).  It  states  that 
a  few  sea-trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Willow  and 
Cauldron  pools.  I  only  know  of  one  sea-trout  being 
got;,  anti  that  by  Mr.  Reid.  Mr.  A.  Jolinson,  who  is 
keeper,  has  caught  one  sea-trout  in  the  Netherby 


water,  which  is  rented  by  a  London  gentleman. 
Whereas  your  report  states  :  "  An  odd  soa-trout  or  two 
have  been  caught  in  the  Netherby  water  by  Mr.  A. 
Johnstone  and  Mr.  Musgrave,  of  Longtown."  Mr. 
Musgrave  has  never  put  a  line  in  the  water,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  he  will.  I  send  my  address. — Yours 
truly,  Willow. 

[We  feel  sure  "  Gilnockie "  takes  trouble  to  get 
correct  reports,  and  hope  he  will  explain  ;  it  is  absurd 
to  report  captures  which  have  never  taken  place,  but 
to  mention  anglers  who  have  never  put  a  line  in  the 
water  as  making  such  fictitious  captures  is  worse  than 
absurd.  We  never  knowingly  publish  misleading 
reports,  and  when  it  has  been  proved  to  us  that  such 
have  been  sent  we  have  stopped  the  supply. — Ed.] 


SURF  FISHING  AT  LONG  BEACH,  LONG  " 
ISLAND,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Sir, — You  are  publishing  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  articles  about  American  angling.  I 
enclose  six  photographs  which  I  took  last  October  of 
the  surf-fishermen  at  Long  Beach,  Long  Island. 

The  day  was  a  very  dull  one  and  the  light  bad,  but 
I  was  succcHsful  in  obtaining  decent  views  of  the 
New  York  angler  in  varying  stages  of  his  enjoyment— 
namely,  casting  (two),  striking,  and  landing.  The 
sportsman  wore  waders,  and  his  bait-box  (containing 


Surf  Fishing  at  Long|Bbach,  Long  Island,'U.S.A. 

soft  crab,  one  cut  in  quarters)  was  fixed  at  his  back 
by  the  belt  round  his  waist.  The  rod  employed  was  a 
stiff  cane  one  about  six  feet  long,  with  multiplying 
reel  fitted  on  the  upper  side  (not  underneath,  as  we 
place  and  use  it),  and  well  up  the  rod,  which  is 
handled  below  the  reel,  as  shown  in  the  photos. 

I  saw  caught  striped  bass,  plaice,  skate,  dog-fish, 
and  the  sea-trout.  The  bass  scaled  about  71b.  ;  the 
sea-trout  51b. 

.  If  the  photos  are  of  use  for  your  journal  you  are 
welcome  to  them,  otherwise  I  should  like  to  have 
them  back.— Yours  faithfully,       F.  P.  Igglesden. 

South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway, 
General  Manager's  Office,  London  Bridge  Station,  S.E. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Igglesden  for  this 
interesting  note  and  the  photographs,  which  we  have 
reproduced.  The  following  descriptions  refer  to  the 
numbers  on  the  photos. — Ed.] 

(1)  Long  Beach— Casting ;  (2)  Long  Beach— Casting ; 
(3)  Long  Beach—Waiting  for  a  bite ;  (4)  Long  Beach- 
Striking  ;  (5)  Long  Beach— Striking ;  (6)  Long  Beach 
—Beached  (or,  rather,  landed)  a  51b.  sea-trout. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  Over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book 
stalls,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  shonld  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Mahston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  Gazettk,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adliered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  bj  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto       ...      ...      5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto   .  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   _..  £7  7  0 

Half  Page ...    3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1   5  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  culumn  (4  cola,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

-  Advertisements  muH  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adm-tisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advbrtisbmbht  Managbk,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOKATHD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  1st,  1901. 


THE  GEILSE  SEASON. 


Although  some  weeks  now  since  the  first  grilse 
made  its  appearance  this  year  off  the  coast  of  the 
Dee,  they  have  not  as  yet  been  met  with  in  any 
very  great  numbers,  and  it  may  be  into  June  before 
the  rim  is  at  its  lieight.  Last  Monday  three  were 
got  at  the  netting  station  at  the  Old  Bridge  of  Dee, 
five  a  bit  lower  down,  and  about  a  round  dozen 
between  the  coast  stations  of  the  Dee  and  Don,  but 
only  one  to  any  angler,  Mr.  A.  S.  Bell  (Derby),  on 
Kincardine  Dee  water.  On  the  Deveron,  on  the 
other  hand,  two  have  been  got  in  the  Huntly 
district,  both  to  the  rods  of  local  anglers,  while  not 
one  has  been  had  in  the  nets  at  the  mouth. 

As  a  rule  the  Dee  district  is  the  first  on  the  east 
coast  to  be  favoured  with  the  advent  of  the  grilse. 
They  are  usually  very  light  weights  when  they  first 
make  their  appearance,  seldom  being  more  than 
21b.  or  2^1b. ;  and  this  year  even  that  low  record 
was  broken  by  the  second  fish  caught,  which 
weighed  only  l.ilb.  The  fish  now  coming  away 
are  good  weights,  and  that  got  on  the  Marnoch 
Lodge  (Deveron)  Water  scaled  5lb. 

The  prospects  of  a  good  grilse  season  are  most 
assuring,  and  fishermen  who  have  bean  studying 
the  signs  of  the  times  more  than  half  their  lives 
give  it  freely  as  their  honest  opinion  that  from  all 
appearances,  on  the  coast  and  otherwise,  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  a  prolific  and  early  run  of  the 
maiden  salar. 

The  grilse  run  very  quickly  when  once  they 
leave  the  briny,  and  they  do  not  rise  freely  till 
they  have  covered  the  first  stage  of  their  upland 
journey.  A  twenty-mile  run  is  about  the  extent  of 
the  first  part,  and  then  their  pace  is  gradually 
toned  down  till  the  upper  reaches  are  prospected, 
at  about  half  the  normal  rate  of  their  first  off  go. 
Although  all  sorts  of  lures  may  be  offered  them  in 
the  way  of  fly  and  spinning  bait  on  miles  and  miles 
of  the  lower  pools,  they  heed  them  not ;  no  stop, 
no  stay — on,  on  they  go,  travelling  sometimes  with 
amazing  rapidity  and  at  other  times  dilly-dallying 
a  while  when  they  meet  a  fresh  outlet  and  find  a 
terapting  change  of  habitat,  debouching  into  the 
main  stream.     Their  rate  of  travelling  varies 


according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  tem 
perature  of  the  water.  When  running  the  pools 
they  will  swim  up  as  fast  as  a  man  will  walk  along 
the  banks,  or  nearly  so.  It  is  a  common  experience 
when  a  grilse  is  met  with  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water,  just  up  from  the  sea,  to  offer  it  the  fly  there 
and  then  hie  up  the  bank  to  the  next  pool  and 
repeat  the  temptation,  probably  with  a  change  of 
lure  and  more  success.  Keeping  in  front  of  the 
running  fish,  the  angler  has  just  as  much  as  he  can 
do  to  have  a  cast  or  two  over  the  likely  lies,  when 
flash  goes  the  sparkle  of  the  silver  sheen  in  the 
sunshine  and  they  are  past  him  and  into  the  next 
pool. 

Although  the  tidal  waters  are-  covered  with 
anglers  at  low  water,  when  the  fish  begin  to  leave 
the  briny,  and  when  they  must  run  the  gauntlet  of 
their  many  tempting  Creepers,  Demons,  Palmers 
tubes  and  earth-worms  by  the  round  score,  yet 
scarcely  one  grilse  in  a  single  season  will  be  got 
either  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  or  Spey,  or  any  of 
the  earlier  grilse  streams  in  these  parts.  Not 
till  some  dozen  of  miles  at  least  be  covered  will 
they  look  at  anything,  and  then  they  succumb 
faster  than  any  other  denizen  of  the  stream,  and  to 
almost  any  and  every  conceivable  lure,  from  the 
proverbial  old  boot  to  the  wisp  of  straw. 

There  are  miles  and  miles  of  waters  where 
salmon  are  killed  freely  to  the  fly  in  the  earlier 
spring,  and  much  more  so  in  the  late  autumn,  and 
where  one  would  think  grilse  would  naturally  lie 
but  where,  although  fished  for  often  and  with  the 
most  likely  lures,  not  one  is  got  more  than  once  in 
a  lifetime. 

The  mid-reaches  are  the  favourite  grilse  haunts, 
and  there  the  sport  is  sometimes  of  the  very  finest 
and  most  exciting  in  the  art  of  salmon  angling. 

Fresh  run  grilse  rise  freely  to  the  fly.  The 
standard  patterns,  dressed  on  three-fourths  and 
inch  double  hooks,  are  the  favourites  in  the  north. 
The  Logie,  a  reduction  of  the  Gordon  rather  than 
a  combination,  is  about  the  best  of  the  grilse  flies 
on  the  Dee.  The  Blue  Charm,  another  of  the  same 
Gordon  order,  follows  as  a  good  second,  while  the 
Silver  and  Blue,  that  is,  small  Silver  Doctor, 
Double  March  Browns  (male  and  female),  Jock 
Scot,  Jeannie,  Jocky,  Peacock,  Mallard  and  Red, 
Mallard  and  Green,  Teal  and  Yellow,  Bumble  Bee, 
and  such  like  all  do  exceedingly  well  ■  if  dressed  on 
small  enough  irons,  the  single  irons  lending  them- 
selves better  to  apparently  smaller  sizes  than  the 
double  irons.  In  fact,  a  double  iron  is  bunchy  at 
the  best,  compared  with  the  same  size  per  scale  in 
single  or  ordinary  irons.  The  preference  for  the 
double  irons  for  sea-trout,  grilse,  and  brown  trout 
grows  apace  in  the  north.  There  is  an  idea  that 
the  hold  is  firmer,  that  there  is  a  double  chance,  if 
the  fish  bite  at  all,  of  a  hold  being  got,  and  hence 
the  favour  these  monstrosities  to  nature  have  found 
in  the  eyes  of  the  sporting  public.  For  far  and 
fine  casting,  both  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout, 
commend  us  to  the  single  hook,  from  00  to  4  for 
that  matter.  The  only  advantage,  if  any,  of  the 
double  iron  is  with  fresh  run  grilse,  which  are 
exceedingly  tender  in  the  mouth  ;  but  here,  again, 
the  double  hooks  often  cut  through  to  the  gum 
like  the  cuts  of  a  sharp  knife,  and  only  when  bone 
or  thick  muscle  is  struck  can  this  be  seen,  as 
otherwise  the  hold  goes  and  the  game  is  up. 

Although  the  grilse  traverses  miles  of  such 
estuaries  as  the  Ythan  where  trolling  and  bank 
fishing  is  in  vogue  both  with  fly  and  worm,  it  is 
very  seldom  that  one  is  taken  in  either  salt  or 
brackish  waters,  and  not  till  he  is  well  into  the 
sweet  waters  above  does  he  seem  to  have  an 
apfietite.  Then  it  returns  to  him  with  all  the  force 
of  a  long  sustained  fast,  for  then  he  will  "  go  "  for 
anything  from  a  tiny  gnat  to  a  parr  tail,  from  an 
inch  Devon  to  a  three-inch  Phantom,  according  to 
the  state  of  the  weather  and  water. 

The  grilse  gives  a  look  into  every  stream  on  his 
way  up,  and  many  of  them  are  caught  in  quite  out 
of  the  way  places  into  which  they  have  been 
beguiled  when  the  waters  were  big,  but  as  a  rule 
they  keep  mostly  to  the  main  stream  aftecting  the 
necks  of  the  pools  and  deep  rushes  and  rapids  when 
the  water  is  low  and  clear,  and  lying  back  in  the 
pools  when  it  is  otherwise  big  and  discoloured. 

The  summer  fishing  for  grilse  is  now  a  regularly 
recognised  season  in  itself.  The  maiden  salar  are 
often,  nay,  almost  always,  accompanied  by  a  run  of 
heavier  salmon  and  sea-trout,  and  this  in  itself  is 
an  added  attraction  to  the  sport.  To  hook,  run, 
and  successfully  land  a  101b.,  121b.,  or  141b.  salmon 
on  fine  sea-trout  tackle,  with  a  thirteen  or  fourteen 


foot  light  grilse  rod,  is  a  feat  the  best  sportsman 
may  well  feel  proud  of  indeed,  and  calls  forth  the 
utmost  skill  on  the  part  of  the  angler.  To  do  so 
on  trouting  tackle  is,  of  course,  proportionately 
much  more  difficult,  and  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise,  and  yet  it  is  one  of  those  rare  chances  the 
tishennan  must  constantly  be  on  the  watch  for 
when  searching  for  either  grilse  or  trout  on  a 
salmon  stream  and  lends  an  additional  charm  to  the 
delights  of  summer  angling. 

Summer  quarters,  where  good  grilse  and  brown 
trout  angling  are  ,a  certainty,  are  by  no  means  so 
difficult  to  secure  as  are  either  spring  or  autumn 
fishings.  The  salmon  season  proper  is  now  on  the 
wane,  and  the  spring  angler's  lease  usually  expires 
with  the  advent  of  June,  while  the  autumn  season 
is  nowhere  rife  till  the  nets  are  off  on  August  20. 
There  is  accordingly  a  three  months'  hiatus  to  be 
filled  up,  in  which  as  yet  there  is  no  great  demand 
for  summer  quarters  equal  to  the  sport  that  may 
easily  be  got.  Most  of  the  angling  hotel  keepers' 
places  and  a  great  part  of  the  private  waters  are 
easily  accessible  to  the  summer  angler,  on  practically 
nominal  terms,  and  with  anything  like  fair  con- 
ditions as  to  wind  and  water  the  summer  season  is 
by  far  the  best,  most  certainly  the  cheapest,  and  in 
nine  seasons  out  of  ten  the  most  agreeable,  as  far 
as  climatic  conditions  and  considerations  are  con- 
cerned, than  either  the  frosty  early  spring  or  tlie 
abnormally  sultry  and  often  rainy  autumn  months. 

G.  M. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds,  has  very 
kindly  sent  me  a  supply  of  live  Creepers  and  Stone 
Flies,  which  are  being  put  into  formalin  by 
"  Dragnet,"  and  will  be  sent  on  to  Mr.  Frederic  M. 
Halford.  They  seem  to  me  to  be  identical  with 
the  Creepers  we  used  on  the  Tweed  early  last 
month. 


I  have  received  from  Messrs.  Jos.  Braddell  &  Son, 
the  well-known  fishing-tackle  makers  of  Castle- 
place,  Belfast,  a  copy  of  their  new  "  List  of  Irish 
Shootings  and  Fishings  to  be  Let."  This  most 
useful  list,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  published  in 
Ireland,  I  believe,  was  first  published  in  1887  ;  it 
now  extends  to  over  one  hundred  pages,  and  with 
it  Messrs.  Braddell  give  one  of  their  excellent 
coloured  maps  of  Ireland,  on  a  scale  of  ten  miles 
to  the  inch.  I  have  often,  in  past  years,  advised 
English  sportsmen,  looking  out  for  fishing  and 
shooting  in  Ireland,  to  get  this  list,  and  know  that 
it  has  been  found  most  useful ;  also  for  letting 
fishings,  etc. 


A  New  Pattern  of  the  Coch-y-Bondhu. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  of  EUerslie,  Homer-road, 
Solihull,  Warwickshire,  sends  me  the  following 
note  : — "  I  have  for  several  years  been  seeking  in 
vain  for  a  really  good  imitation  Coch-y-Bondhu. 
That  which  is  generally  sold  is  a  very  poor  thing, 
that  when  wet  does  not  in  the  least  resemble  the 
natural,  besides  which  it  sinJcs.  The  natural  never 
does,  for  even  when  dead  it  continues  to  float,  and 
from  observation  this  particular  feature  is  of  the 
utmost  importance,  to  secure  which  I  have  tried 
several  good  makers,  and  was  prepared  to  pay 
almost  any  price  for  one  that  would  float  even  for 
a  minute,  but  all  sank,  and  that,  I  am  convinced, 
is  fatal  to  their  success.  In  June,  when  this  fly 
comes  on  lake  and  stream,  it  is  simply  raced  after, 
especially  by  the  big  trout.  I  have  over  and  over 
again  caught  fish  filled  with  them,  which  resolved 
me  to  set  to  work  myself  to  solve  the  problem  of 
a  perfect  floating  fly.  I  experimented  on  and  off 
for  three  years  and  have,  at  last,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  succeeded  beyond  all  my  hopes.  i\Iy  produc- 
tion is  not  only,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  admit,  an 
exact  imitation  of  its  living  prototype,  but  its 
great  merit  is  that  it  will  not  only  float  for 
hours,  but  days  and  weeks,  in  fact,  for  any 
length  of  time  without  any  artificial  aid  what- 
ever. I  have,  sir,  pleasure  in  submitting  here- 
with two  for  your  inspection,  and  as  this  fly 
now  on  the  water,  and  will  be  for  the 
next  two  or  three  months,  I  should  much  like 
to  be  favoured  with  your  opinion  of  its  merits 
if  you,  or  any  of  your  friends,  will  give  it  a  trial. 
It  should  be  attached  to  a  three-yard  cast  tapering 


362 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  1,  1901 


to  finest  natural,  and  will  pi-Q\e  most  deadly  cast 
up  or  up  and  across  stream,  or  in  the  usual  way 
when  fishing  from  a  boat,  and  allowed  to  float  till 
taken.  I  feel  quite  certain  that  as  the  resemblance 
is  so  perfect  to  the  natural  (and  it  cannot  help 
floating  the  right  way  up)  that  the  trout,  if  there, 
will  only  discover  his  error  when,  alas  for  him,  too 
late.  To  avoid  injuring  the  fly  it  is  best  to  extract 
it  with  a  small  disgorger,  or  better  still  a  pan-  of 
small  round-nosed  pliers.  It  will  be  specially 
useful  for  those  anglers  who  can  only  get  away  for 
a  limited  time  in  that  almost  hopeless  month 
August,  to  return  from  stream  or  lake  unlamenting. 
Having  almost  unlimited  time  at  ,my  dis{)osal,  I 
make  the  fly  throughout  myself,  and  intend  using  the 
profit  for  a  charitable  purpose,  and  I  hope  if  you  are 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  invention  you  may 
feel  disposed  to  give  it  a  favourable  notice.  I 
may  add  it  has  hidden  merits  that  would,  I  am 
told,  enable  me  to  take  out  a  patent,  but  I  find,  on 
enquiry,  the  expense  of  doing  so  would  be  so  great 
that  only  a  large  sale,  extending  over  several 
seasons,  would  cover  the  outlay.  I  shall  therefore 
have  them  sold  under  a  trade  mark,  for  which  I 
have  applied.  I  may  say  that  one  of  the  said 
out-of-sight  merits  is  the  addition  I  have  made  to 
the  ordinary  hook,  as  finding  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  secure  it  to  the  body  of  the  fly  with 
cement,  or  tying  so  as  to  ensure  it  (the  hook)  not 
turning  over,  I  have,  by  a  delicate  and  secret 
process,  securely  attached  a  small  steel  plate  to 
the  shank,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  do  so, 
otherwise  you  would  miss  your  fish  on  striking." 

Mr.  Kennedy  has  certainly  made  a  very  clever  imi- 
tation of  the  little  beetle  which,  according  to  Francis 
Francis,  goes  by  the  names  of  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
Shorn  Fly,  Hazel  Fly,  Marlow  Buzz,  Fernweb, 
Bracken  Clock,  etc.  It  is  not  made  with  feathers, 
but  of  some  light  cork-like  material,  painted  ;  it 
floats  well,  and  right  side  up,  and  when  the  trout 
are  taking  the  natural  beetle  I  should  think  Mr. 
Kennedy's  copy  of  it  would  kill  well  cast  up-stream, 
as  in  clear  water  worm  fishing. 


He  Took  the  Card. 

I  find  the  following  in  a  recent  issue  of  Forest 
and  Stream  of  New  York. 

"  Editor,  Forest  and  Stream  : 

"  I  was  once  presented  with  a  card  which  made 
me  an  honoured  but  unworthj'  member  of  a  club  of 
anglers  which  can  probably  boast  of  a  larger 
membership  than  any  club  in  this  country  ;  but  I 
lost  my  membership,  and  this  is  how  I  lost  it : 

"  In  the  latter  part  of  August  some  years  ago  a 
small  party  of  us  took  the  little  steamer  Varuna  at 
Clayton  on  our  way  up  the  Bay  of  Quinte  to  Trenton. 
With  our  boats  and  oarsmen  we  naturally  attracted 
some  notice,  and  received  an  immense  amount  of 
gratuitous  information  as  to  the  best  fishing  grounds 
in  the  whole  region.  At  last  one  person,  who 
claimed  to  be  an  expert  angler,  strongly  insisted 
that  we  should  give  up  our  trip  to  the  Bay  of  Quinte 
and  visit  a  lake  some  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Trenton,  and  assured  us  that  if  we  did  so  we  would 
have  the  trip  of  our  lives,  and  to  convince  us  he 
told  us  the  following  story,  in  which  he  was 
corroborated  by  his  two  companions  : 

"  He  stated  that  the  week  before  they  had  all 
visited  this  lake,  and  that  in  just  eighteen  minutes 
from  the  time  they  began  to  fish  they  had  caught 
three  bass,  weighing  together  181b. 

"  '  How  long  a  time,'  I  asked,  '  were  you  obliged 
to  take  in  hooking  and  landing  each  fish  ?  ' 

"  '  Exactly  six  minutes  by  the  watch.' 

"  '  And  you  landed  them  ?  ' 

"  '  In  just  eighteen  minutes.' 

"  '  And  they  weighed  ?  ' 

"  '  Exactly  61b.  each  by  the  scales.' 

"  '  Large  or  small  mouthed  bass  ?  ' 

"  '  Small,  of  course,  and  they  are  seldom  taken  in 
this  lake  weighing  less  than  61b.,  although  larger 
ones  are  very  often  caught.' 

"  I  turned  to  my  friend  and  said,  '  Your  story 
about  this"  wonderful  lake  has  made  this  the  saddest 
day  of  my  life.  I  am  one  of  the  members  of  the 
largest  club  of  anglers  in  this  country,  but  I  joined 
on  the  express  condition  that  if  at  any  time  I  met 
a  person  whose  qualifications  for  membership  were 
superior  to  mine  I  would  immediately  transfer  to 
him  my  token  of  membership,  From  this  moment 
my  connection  with  this  club  ceases,  and  I  now 
hand  to  you  this  card,  which  entitles  you  to  full 
membership  in  my  place.' 

"  It  read  as  follows :  '  This  card  entitles  the 
holder  to  full  membership  in  the  Ananias  Club.' 


"  At  first  he  was  angry  and  his  face  flushed,  but 
his  companions  jeered  at  him,  and  in  a  moment  or 
two  he  disappeared  and  kept  out  of  sight  diaring  the 
rest  of  the  trip.  "  J.  S.  Van  Cleef." 


It  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  soon  after 
writing  a  footnote  to  Mr.  Tod's  letter  about 
"  Flukes  and  Flounders,"  I  saw  on  a  bookstall  a 
sixpenny  edition  of  a  novel  by  Mr.  Eobert  Buchanan 
entitled  "  Etiie  Hetherington,"  and  a  powerful  and 
interesting  story  it  is.  I  found  this  reference  to 
flukes  and  flounders  in  it,  showing  that  in  the 
Dumfries  district  both  words  are  used  for  the  same 
fish:— 

"  '  "What  are  you  doing?  "Wliy  are  you  trespass- 
ing in  the  grounds  ?  '  '  Nae  ofience,  Mr.  Arthur,' 
was  the  reply.  '  Ye're  welcome  back  to  Castle 
Lindsay.  I've  two  or  three  flukes  here  and  two 
bonnie  lobsters  frae  the  Firth,  and  I'm  taking  them 
to  the  kitchen  as  a  present  till  Lady  Bell.'  So 
saying  he  opened  his  creel,  and  revealed  the  floun- 
ders and  lobsters  in  question." 


The  Archer  Eevolving  Aluminium  Eyed  Fly  Box. 

Mr.  Edgar  E.  S.  Bartleet,  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet 
&  Sons,  the  wholesale  fishing-tackle  manufactm-ers 
of  Eedditch,  has  invented,  and  his  firm  is  now 
bringing  out,  a  new  box  for  flies  on  ej^ed  hooks, 
which  is  simply  first-rate  and  certain  to  be  a  great 
favourite  with  all  dry-fly  men.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  illustration,  it  is  a  circular  box  (four-and- 
a-half  inches  in  diameter,  and  only  five-eighths  of 
an  mch  in  depth)  divided  into  twelve  compartments, 
with  a  revolving  transparent  celluloid  lid  with  a 
triangular  opening.    To  get  at  a  fly  in  any  of  the 


compartments  you  press  the  spring-knob  on  the  side 
of  the  box  and  turn  the  lid  round  until  the  opening 
is  over  the  compartment  with  the  Red  Quills,  or 
Iron  Blues,  or  whatever  the  fly  is  you  want.  Each 
box  is  provided  with  a  little  pair-  of  nippers  for 
picking  out  the  flies  with.  Having  got  out  your 
fly  perfect  and  uncrushed  in  any  way,  you  turn  the 
opening  back  to  the  spring-knob,  release  the  latter, 
and  the  lid  is  locked.  You  could  open  this  box 
quite  safely  in  a  gale,  and  get  a  fly  out  without  fear 
of  losing  any.  It  weighs  under  two  ounces. 
Since  writing  the  above,  Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co, 
also  send  me  one  of  these  new  boxes,  a  supply  of 
which  they  have  secured,  as  they  think  it  an 
excellent  idea. 


Mr.  H.  Booth,  of  Hull,  whose  line-guard  for 
Nottingham  reels  I  noticed  last  week,  writes  : — 
"  I  made  a  mistake  when  I  sent  you  the  line-guard  ; 
I  ought  to  have  said  the  larger  ones  for  sea  reels 
and  pike  reels  were  2d.  more  than  those  for  smaller 
reels — namely,  8d.  instead  of  6d.  Can  you  help  me 
out  of  my  difficulty  as  I  wish  to  keep  faith  with  my 
customers  ?  "  It  was  clearly  an  oversight,  and  I  am 
sure  no  one  will  grudge  paying  a  little  more  for  the 
larger  sizes  of  the  very  simple  line-guard. 


Mr.  Walter  Geen  writes  : — "  Perhaps  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
following  riddle,  taken  from  the  Greek,  wherewith 
to  while  away  some  slack  season." 

Two  fishermen  walking  away  from  the  river  at  the 
close  of  day  were  questioned  as  to  their  luck  by  a 
passer-by,  and  answered  thus,  ambiguously  :  "  What 
we  caught  we  have  left  behind,  and  what  we  did  not 
catch  we  have  brought  with  us." 

Keating's  invaluable  powder  would  give  the 
riddle  away,  perhaps,  but  it  is  grand  'for  keeping 
flies  free  from  moths. 


Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  writes :  My  two  boys 
have  been  up  to  lloundhay  Park,  Leeds,  and 
brought  me  back  the  enclosed  tireen  Drakes. 
They  say  that  there  were  thousands  of  them  on  the 
Waterloo  Lake." 

The  flies  sent  are  males  in  the  imago  stage. 
The  larviB  must  live  in  a  very  dark  coloured  mud, 
as  the  bodies  of  these  flies  are  almost  black.  Have 
they  always  been  plentiful  in  the  Waterloo  Lake  '? 

E.  B.  Marston. 


ON  THE  TWEED  IN  MAY. 
By  E.  B.  Mauston. 


"  Our  northern  borders  boast  of  Tweed's  fair  flood.", 

— Michael  Drayton. 
Beyond  crossing  it  in  the  train  when  going  to  fish, 
in  some  river  farther  north  I  had  no  personal- 
knowledge  of  the  Tweed  imtil  early  last  month' 
(May),  when,  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  my  friendi 
Mr.  Francis  Ley,  I  had  the  charming  Upper  Floors 
Water  placed  at  my  disposal.  Salmon  fishing  had- 
been  unusually  good  this  spring,  and  there  was 
what  is  not  always  the  case  on  the  Tweed  at  this, 
time  of  year — a  very  good  chance  of  getting  a 
salmon  or  two.  Then  the  Tweed's  reputation  as  a< 
trout  river — had  I  not  read  of  it  in  Yoimger  and" 
Stoddart  and  Stewart  and  Hendersdn,"*  and  in! 
many  another  famous  angler's  writings  ;  have  I 
not  for  more  than  twenty  years  published  in  thi 
Fisliing  Gazette  articles  and  also  a  report  everyll 
week  from  "  Maxwheel  "  about  the  lovely  Border 
river  ;  so  that  to  visit  it  in  May  was  to  carry  out  a 
project  often  entertained  with  all  the  pleasures  of 
anticipation.  And  now  that  I  ha^•e  carried  out  the 
project  it  will  always  be  a  most  delightful  retrospect, 
so  that  I  would  advise  every  angler  who  gets  the 
chance  to  go  to  the  Tweed  in  May  to  go,  and  to 
take  his  wife  with  him,  if  he  has  got  one.  I  took 
mine,  and  it  will  not  be  her  fault  if  we  do  not  go 
again. 

It  was  late  when  we  got  to  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  at  Kelso,  and  we  saw  little  of  the  place  that 
night,  but  what  we  heard  of  it  before  breakfast  we 
thought  we  should  never  forget.  London  is  a  bit 
noisy,  Paris  is  worse,  but  Kelso  beats  everything — 
at  least,  that  was  our  impression.  The  hotel 
almost  fills  up  one  side  of  the  large  square,  and 
the  square  is  paved  with  cobble-stones,  over  which 
the  carts,  at  an  unearthly  hour  of  a  morning,  keep 
up  a  fearful  rattle  ;  then  another  side  of  the  square 
is  nearly  taken  up  with  the  Town  Hall,  and  some 
years  ago  some  fiendish  benefactor  of  the  town, 
who  was  leaving  it,  presented  a  clock,  with  a  loud, 
clanging  bell,  for  the  Town  Hall.  We  were  just 
going  to  sleep  when  bang  went  the  bell  with  such 
a  noise  that  we  thought  there  must  be  a  fire,  but  it 
was  only  striliing  twelve,  so  we  thanked  goodness  and 
nearly  went  to  sleep  again,  only  to  be  rattled  up 
again  in  a  few  minutes  by  the  blessed  clock  doing 
a  sort  of  tune  to  let  Kelso  know  it  was  a  q\iarter 
past  twelve — and  so  it  went  on  all  tlie  weary  night, 
not  only  striking  every  hour  and  every  quarter,  but 
doing  tin  kettle  tune  j^reludes  to  each.  At  day- 
break an  army  of  rooks  set  up  a  fine  caw-cawing  as 
they  quarrelled  with  the  pigeons  for  the  tit-bits 
left  in  the  square  by  the  customers  of  the  chip 
potato  merchant.  Gas  is  so  dear  in  Kelso  that 
they  never  bm'n  it  in  the  streets,  and  if  it  wasn't 
for  the  hotel  and  the  potato  merchant  Kelso 
Square  would  be  in  utter  darkness,  like  the  rest  of 
the  town.  When  the  potato  man  stirs  up  his  fire 
things  look  quite  cheerful  for  a  bit.  About  five  in 
the  morning  builders'  carts,  full  of  bricks  and  stones, 
came  rumbling  over  the  cobbles. 

After  making  sundry  remarks  in  German,  which 
my  wife  does  not  understand  very  well,  fortunately 
— though  she  felt  sure  they  must  be  very  bad  from 
the  sound — I  got  up  and  sat  at  the  window  looking 
at  a  bit  of  the  ruins  of  Kelso  Abbey,  and  watching 
a  black  cat  which  now  and  then  dashed  out  of  a 
court  at  some  pigeons  who  didn't  mind  puss  much, 
merely  flying  away  for  a  yard  or  two. 

We  called  on  Mr.  Forrest,  the  famous  fishing- 

*  The  late  Mr.  William  Henderson,  author  of  that 
pleasant  book  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler "  (which  I 
noticed  at  some  length  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  when 
he  sent  me  a  copy  of  it  soon  after  it  came  out),  fre- 
quently fished  the  Tweed  and  its  tributaries.  In  the 
summer  of  the  year  1839  he  made,  he  tells  us,  "  Our 
home  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Kelso,  then  kept  by 
the  kindly-hearted  Adam  Yule,  and  took  our  June 
fishing  on  the  Tweed  and  the  charming  little  river 
Eden." 
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tackle  maker,  after  breakfast ;  his  place  is  next 
door  to  the  hotel,  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Forrest 
.  and  their  family  were  most  kind  in  doing  everything 
"  they  could  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  our  first  visit 
to  the  Tweed.    My  wife  complained  to  Mrs.  Fon-est 
-  about  the  clock,  and  she  very  kindly  had  it  sto^jped 
after  curfew  every  night — at  least  it  never  woke  us 
any  more  after  we  had  been  fishing  for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  Forrest  told  me  that  Mr.  Lucas,  who  had 
the  Upper  Floors  to  the  end  of  April,  had  been 
getting  fish — three  in  one  day  a  few  days  previously 
■ — but  that  the  Tweed  was  very  low,  and  rain  to  rise 
the  river  and  move  the  fish  in  the  pools,  and  bring 
up  others,  was  badly  wanted.    He  kindly  drove  out 
with  us  to  the  fishing  house  or  shiel  (probably  the 
name  Galashiels  meant  originally  the  huts  or  houses 
on  the  Gala,  and  North  and  South  Shields  have  a 
similar  origin).    Hendry,  the  Duke  of  Eoxburgh's 
keeper  of  the  UpiDer  Floors  "Water,  did  not  know  of 
our  arrival,  for  not  being'certain  what  day  we  should 
leave  London,  I  |had  not  MTritten  to  him,  so  Mr. 
Forrest  walked  up  the  river  to  see  if  he  could  see 
him,  while  I  put  the  rods  together.    A  famous 
salmon  pool,  called  the  Slap  or  Cauldslap,  begins 
immediately  below  the  shiel,  and  as  I  was  running 
the  line  through  the  rings  of  my  salmon  rod  a 
salmon  of  101b.  or  121b.  jumped  out  of  the  water  and 
fell  back  with  a  splash  which  we  could  plainly  hear. 
This  was  encouraging,  and  my  wife  exclaimed,  "  Oh ! 
do  catch  it,"  and  I  tried  to  later  on.     "  What  do 
you  think  of  the  Tweed  now  ?  "  I  said,  as  we  stood 
on  a  bank  from  which  a  long  stretch  of  the  river, 
up  and  down  stream,  was  to  be  seen.    "  Think  of 
it,  why  it  is  splendid,  and  that  drive  through  the 
park  and  Floors  Castle,  and  the  scenery — there's 
^  that  great  fish  again."    And,  sure  enough,  the  fish 
had  come  up  again  just  where  it  did  before,  and 
Mr.  Forrest  then  returning  thought  I  might  try  it, 
though  the  best  chance  was  from  the  opposite  side. 
The  only  thing   I  can  think  of  that  I  dislike 
about  salmon  fishing  is  having  to  wear  heavy  wading 
trousers,  in  fact  I  had  such  vivid  recollections  of 
the  discomfort  of  walking  and  wading  for  miles  in 
these  impedimenta  that  I  had  been  very  glad  to 
note  that  Messrs.  Anderson  were  advertising  extra 
light  wading  trousers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
I  bought  a  pan-  with  then*  light  brogues.    I  used 
them  every  day,  and  found  them  so  comfortable 
that  I  would  gladly  write  a  column  about  their 
merits  if  it  were  necessary.    The  only  improvement 
I  could  suggest  was  the  result  of  experience,  and 
that  was  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  have 
the  seat  double  thickness,  because  without  this 
they  are  too  thin  to  sit  on  a  cold  boat  or  other  seat 
after  wading.    Messrs.  Anderson  very  soon  made 
this  improvement,  and  I  hope  they  will  adopt  it 
generally  for  these  light  trousers,  as  there  are 
good  sound  fundamental  reasons  for  it,  as  they 
would  admit  if  they  had  waded  through  a  mile  or 
two  of  Tweed  with  a  keen  north-east  wind  blowing 
and  snow  still  showing  on  the  Cheviots. 

But  with  this  addition  the  weight  of  the  trousers 
(dry)  is  only  21b.  5oz.,  and  the  brogues  under  31b. 
Of  course,  it  is  necessary  to  wear  warm  woollen 
underclothing,  but  not  more  so  than  it  is  always 
advisable  to  wear  with  any  waders,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  these  light  things  is  that  they  do  not  make 
you  sweat  half  or  even  a  quarter  as  much  as  the 
heavy  ones,  and  you  can  walk  and  wade  with  so 
much  more  comfort.  I  was  in  the  Tweed  six  or 
seven  hom's  every  day,  in  fact  all  the  time  I  was 
fishing,  as  it  was  too  low  to  use  the  boats,  which 
are  kept  on  the  best  pools  for  spring  and  autumn 
fishing,  and  I  was  always  dry  and  comfortable. 
Hendry  remarked  to  me  that  they  were  the  lightest 
waders  he  had  ever  handled,  but  that,  of  course, 
they  would  not  do  for  his  hai'd  every-day  wear,  nor 
are  they  intended  for  it.  Being  so  light  and  loose 
they  give  to  your  movements,  and  there  is  no 
trouble  in  bending  the  knees,  etc.  Used  reasonably, 
I  believe  they  are  much  more  healthy  than  thick, 
heavj-  waders,  except  in  very  severe  weather 
possibly,  though  even  then  a  little  extra  warm 
underclothing  would  keep  one  fi-om  feeling  the 
cold  I  should  say. 

(To  be  conti7Med.) 


Ltra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies.  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISTS,  5I.A,,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Diy-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PieJd  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'LjTa  Pisc-itoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  The  Amateur  Any!er 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  supei'b  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Djjiner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,/King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  o  2a.  6d. 
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MESSRS.  A.  CARTER  AND  CO.'S  NEW 
PRICE  LIST. 


There  are  so  many  new  items  in  the  new  edition 
of  the  catalogue  of  Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  137, 
St.  John-street-road,  that  we  can  do  little  more 
than  give  a  brief  outline  of  them — or  some  of 
them — and  refer  to  the  pages  of  this  fully  illustrated 
and  most  comprehensive  price  list. 

There  is  a  little  item  on  page  50  which  is  well 
worth  making  a  special  note  of,  and  that  is  that 
Messrs.  Carter  now  sell  little  bundles  of  special  gut 
for  points,  twenty-five  strands  in  each  bundle  in  four 
thicknesses — namely,  1X,2X,  3X,and4X.  No.  IX 
will  be  foimd  just  right  for  the  link  next  the  fly  on 
the  May  Fly  cast.  The  lengths  range  fourteen  to 
eighteen  inches,  and  the  price  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d. 
per  bundle. 

The  May  Fly  is  now  rising  in  most  places  where 
it  rises  at  all,  and  particulars  of  a  very  good  assort- 
ment of  excellent  patterns  will  be  found  on  page  37 
of  their  catalogue.  Among  then-  rods  may  be  men- 
tioned the  split-canes  in  two  joints,  "  Gordon  "  and 
"  Colville  "  patterns,  and  the  new  "  Itchen,"  in 
three  joints,  described  on  page  5.  Messrs.  Carter 
have  certainly  made  a  great  advance  in  this  class  of 
rod.  The  "Jago"  telescopic  landing-net  handle 
(page  28)  has  been  pre\-iously  described  and  recom- 
mended, and  all  who  like  a  telescopic  handle  should 
see  the  improvements  made  in  this  form  of  it. 


The  "  Piscatorial  Folding  Bait  Can  "  is  the  invention 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  who  has 
used  it  with  great  satisfaction  for  two  seasons  in 
Ireland.  It  is  strong,  simple,  and  practical — when 
folded  up  it  is  only  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  will  go  into  any  ordinary  fishing  bag  ;  the  frame 
of  the  can  is  of  perforated  zinc,  which  folds  up  flat, 
and  when  in  use  is  covered  by  a  watei-proof  case. 
It  is  the  most  successful  realisation  of  the  many 
attempts  to  make  a  folding  bait  can  that  we  have 
ever  seen.  In  reel  lines  the  "  Carter  Special  Taper 
Trout  Line  "  (page  52)  and  the  "  Kelson  Tapered 
Salmon  Line  "  (page  53)  are  made  in  three  sizes. 
We  can  with  confidence  recommend  salmon  anglers 
and  sea  anglers  to  send  to  Messrs.  Carter  for  samples 
of  theii-  new  "Lead  All"  line;  it  is  immensely 
strong  and  admirably  suited  for  use  as  back  line  on 
a  salmon  reel — the  breaking  strain  of  the  "  fine  " 
quality  is  over  301b.,  and  the  price  is  only  6s.  per 
one  hundred  yards,  and  the  medium,  which  will 
lift  441b.,  7s.  It  is  a  line  very  closely  twisted, 
hard,  smooth,  and  even  in  make.  For  sea 
fishing  Messrs.  Carter  cater  most  extensively,  over 
twenty  pages  of  their  list  being  devoted  to  this 
branch  of  fishing  alone,  a  fact  which  proves  the 
growing  popularity  of  salt  water  angling.    We  see 
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that  they  now  make  their  famous  artificial  spinning 
bait  the  "  Wagtail  "  for  use  in  sea  fishing.  It  is 
certainly  a  feather  in  the  cap  of  the  "  Wagtail  " 
that  "  in  1900  the  largest  salmon  on  the  Tay,  a  fish 
of  461b.,  took  a  Wagtail."  On  page  70  details  of 
the  firm's  outfits  for  Mahsecr  fishing  are  given, 
much  of  it  specially  made  from  the  suggestions  and 
patterns  of  a  well-luiown  Mahseer  angler — -Mr. 
Ormiston. 

In  conclusion  we  must  congratulate  Messrs. 
Carter's  manager,  Mr.  Clay,  on  this  very  complete 
list,  and  are  glad  to  see  he  has  adopted  our  sugges- 
tion of  adding  an  index  ;  but  then  he  i«  never  above 
taking  a  suggestion,  and  if  he  docs  not  adopt  it  has 
always  a  vevy  good  reason  for  not  doing  so.  Every 
fishing-tackle  maker  gets  suggestions  galore,  but  it 
is  not  every  one  who  can  say  "  no  "  so  pleasantly  as 
Mr.  Clay,  or,  at  any  rate,  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  do  so.  There  are  many  novelties  in  this  list 
which  we  are  unable  at  present  to  notice,  but  it  ■ 
can  be  had  by  any  one  by  appl.ying  to  Messrs.  : 
Carter.  Our  Indian  subscribers  should  note  that 
Messrs.  Carter's  agents  there  are  Messrs.  Walter 
Lock  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta,  Lahore,  and  Simla. 


NOTE  FEOM  A  FISHEKMAN  WITH 
THE  ASHANTI  EXPEDITION. 


[The  following  interesting  note  is  from  a  medical 
officer  on  duty  with  our  forces  in  Ashanti.  The 
fly  sent  was  broken  up,  but  certainly  looked  like 
a  large  Olive  Dun.  Hope  our  correspondent  will 
write  when  he  gets  to  England. — Ed.] 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Only  to-day,  when  looking 
over  my  pocket'  diary  and  when  three  or  four  dried- 
up,  gauze-winged  insects  dropped  from  it,  did  I 
remember  that  I  had  vowed  some  months  ago 
when  in  Ashanti  to  write  you.  It's  a  long  cry 
from  Kmnassi  to  an  English  trout  stream,  but  only 
nine  miles  north  of  the  former  place,  and  on 
August  31  (the  day  after  a  stiffish  fight),  in  the 
rainy  season,  I  noticed  quite  a  "rise"  of  Olive 
Dims — at  least,  I  could  not  distinguish  them  from 
our  own  fly — the  body,  wings,  and  three  whisks 
being  perfect.  I  caught  some  at  the  time  and 
meant  to  send  them  to  you  there  and  then,  properly 
preserved,  but  you  will  probably  have  gathered 
from  the  papers  that  a  doctor's  billet  on  that 
"  show  "  was  no  sinecure,  and  stress  of  work  put  it 
out  of  my  mind  until  now. 

The  streams  up  in  the  north  of  Ashanti  are 
typical  looking  trout  streams,  but,  of  course,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  too  high  to  permit  of 
trout  lining  and  thri-s-ing  in  them.  About  a  month 
after  this  occurred  I  was  on  my  road,  in  medical 
charge  of  1200  men  and  2500  carriers,  to  Berakum. 
We  had  all  heard  of  the  sacred  fish  of  the  Tano 
River,  and  eagerly  looked  forward  to  having  a  try 
to  catch  some  of  them  or  their  smaller  brethren. 
The  sacred  fish  were  said  to  be  of  enormous  size 
(which  probably  means  401b.  or  so)  and  to  have 
gold  rings  attached  to  them  somewhere  —  the 
natives  certainlj'  look  on  them  as  fetish,  and  feed 
them.  The  town,  Tanosu,  nearest  to  the  river, 
on  the  big  trade  route,  used  to  levy  a  toll  from 
every  one  crossing  the  river.  No  one  in  black  was 
allowed  to  cross,  I  believe,  but  I  would  not  like  to 
vouch  fqr  this.  From  the  town  right  down  to  the 
river  a  broad  avenue  was  cut  "to  allow  the  fish- 
spirit  (fetish)  to  come  up  to  the  town."  When 
crossing  the  ford  several  of  us  tried  to  catch  fish 
with  a  bit  of  string  and  an  eel-hook  tied  on  to  any 
stick  that  was  handy,  the  hook  being  baited  with  a 
piece  of  raw  chicken.  There  were  something  like 
sixty  white  men  in  the  column,  and  amongst  that 
number  we  reckoned  on  someone  having  a  few 
hooks.    Such  was  the  case. 

I  am  very  much  afraid  that  there  was  a  lot  of 
the  "  pot "  associated  with  our  aspirations,  for 
fresh  fish  was  a  luxury.  As  each  man  came  to  the 
ford  he  cast  in,  and  every  swim  down  managed  to 
pull  out  something.  There  were  two  distinct  kinds 
of  fish,  one  very  much  like  a  roach  (eyes,  fins,  etc.) 
and  the  other  distinctly  "  carpy."  The  fish  were 
from  3oz.  to  21b.  in  weight,  but  the  most  noticeable 
thing  about  it  was  that  they  did  not  seem  to  mind 
tlie  soldiers  and  carriers  crossing,  and  often  bit 
close  to  their  feet.  The  sight  was  verv  funny,  and 
reminded  one  of  a  "  pegged  dovm  match,"  for  as 
each  officer  came  near  the  river  he  rushed  on  ahead 
of  his  men,  had  about  a  dozen  swims  dowi,  and 
then  as  the  tail  of  his  company  crossed  rejoined  it. 
AVhen  we  returned  the  column  halted  for  a  day, 
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and  I  heard  wonderful  tales  of  huge  fish  being 
hooked  and  lost,  cord,  the  thickness  of  a  slate 
pencil,  being  bitten  thi-ough,  but  owing  to  an  out- 
break of  suiall-pox  in  the  column  I  could  not  have 
a  go  at  the  big  fish  as  I  had  hoped. 

Earlier  in  the  campaign  I  went  in  medical  charge 
of  a  column  to  the  "  Sacred  Lake,"  which  lies  to 
the  east  of  the  Kumassi  road,  about  twenty  miles. 
The  lake  is  situated  in  a  sort  of  amphitheatre,  and 
is,  I  should  say,  shallow,  but  is  evidently  deepening. 
The  first  thing  that  we  noticed  was  the  enormous 
number  of  pelicans  about,  which  of  course  spelt 
"  fish."  Those  were  the  starvation  days,  and 
things  were  too  serious  to  thinlc  of  fishing  tackle, 
but  several  men  used  their  mosquito  curtains  as 
cast  nets,  and  were  duly  rewarded.  We  found  that 
there  was  a  native  custom  vetoing  the  use  of  boats 
or  canoes  on  the  lake,  and  instead  logs  of  wood 
wre  used,  the  natives  sitting  astride.  This  lake 
furnishes  fish  to  a  large  tract  of  country  around, 
and  eonsequentlj'  the  embargo  on  boats  may  be  due 
to  the  fear  of  extermination  of  the  fish.  I  fomid 
several  hooks  in  a  lakeside  village  which  were 
evidently  made  in  Eedditch. 

One  meets  with  all  sorts  of  "  fishy  "  experiences 
in  the  course  of  one's  wanderings,  but  at  the  time 
there  is  not  leisure  to  make  notes  of  them  except 
mentally,  and  one's  "  mental "  being  limited  they 
are  soon  crowded  out ;  but  I  remember,  when  up 
in  the  Benin  country  hunting  Ologboshiri  (the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  King  of  Benin's  army), 
meeting  with  an  experience  that  nearly  cost  me 
my  life.  We  had  just  rushed  a  village  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream,  and  the  commanding 
ofiicer  told  me  to  go  and  look  for  a  decent  place 
to  have  breakfast.  I  went  down  a  path  to  the 
stream,  and  being  in  a  horribly  grimy  condition, 
started  to  wash  my  hands  in  a  pool.  Immediately 
a  lot  of  fish  came  to  the  surface — the  circling 
ripples  broke  the  bars  down  their  sides  so  that 
they  looked  spotted,  and  of  course  I  got  horribly 
excited  and  thought  that  I  had  tumbled  across 
some  sort  of  African  trout  I 

Having  a  few  biscuit-crumbs  in  my  pocket,  I 
threw  them  in  and  then  made  a  cut  at  the  fish  as 
they  came  to  the  surface,  but  found  on  securing 
one  that  they  were  a  very  common  species  out 
here — the  shape  of  a  tench,  the  looh  of  a  perch, 
and  with  a  row  of  minute  teeth  along  both  lips, 
evidently  indicating  that  their  food  is  some  sort  of 
beetle  or  ha,rd-skinned  insect  which  they  pick  off 
the  water-lilies  or  weeds.  I  have  caught  them 
with  a  fly,  but  the  gist  of  this  yam  is  that  about 
two  days  after  a  couple  of  Ologboshiri's  scallywags 
(he  was  then  an  outlaw  fighting  for  his  life)  were 
caught,  and  during  their  examination  described 
exactly  my  movements  at  the  pool,  and  said  that 
they  had  covered  me  with  their  guns  from  the 
opposite  bank  (ten  yards),  but  changed  their  minds, 
being  afraid  to  bring  down  our  column  on  to  their 
line  of  retreat.    Cheerful,  was  it  not  ? 

I  have  not  seen  the  old  Gazette  for  twelve 
months,  but  that's  partlj'  my  fault,  for  I  forgot  to 
order  it  out ;  at  present  I  am  hunting  for  a  bit  of 
fishing  in  every  Field  that  comes  out,  and  am 
getting  wild  to  get  home  by  the  first  week  in  June 
for  a  bit  of  dryrfly  work.  If  you  think  anything  I 
have  written  woiild  interest  any  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  men,  do  not  hesitate  to  make  use  of  it.  By 
the  bye,  if  there  is  a  vacancy,  I  should  like  to  put 
my  name  down  for  membership  of  the  club  on  my 
return  if  acceptable.  I  enclose  my  card  and 
remain  yours  very  truly,  Wm.  Fletcher. 

Vice-Consulate,  Brass, 
S.  Nigeria,  March  18. 

P.S. — I  am  convinced  there  are  tarpon  out  here. 


SOME  EXPERIENCES  OF  A 
SALMON  ANGLER. 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — 

You  ask  me  to  give  you  a  record  of  some  of 
my  most  exciting  experiences.  My  experience  is 
that  these  generally  happen  to  those  who  have  not 
had  much  experience,  and  it  is  so  many  years  since 
I  caught  my  first  fish  that  really  I  have  forgotten 
most  of  the  exciting  fights.  What  I  remember 
best  are  the  fish  I  lost,  and  the  lessons  learned 
thereby.  For  example,  four  years  ago  I  was  getting 
in  February  three  heavy  fish  each  day  for  a  week, 
but  on  the  last  three  days  I  got  broken  in  a  fourth 
fish  each  day,  and  seemed  fated  not  to  get  that 
fourth  fish.  I  was  fishing  the  colley — that  is,  stone 
loach,  on  an  Archer  tackle,  and  the  breakage  was 


in  each  case  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from 
the  ring  at  the  part  marked  with  the  cross  (see 
Fig.  1).  As  I  am  so  particular  with  my  tackle, 
using  the  very  best  gut,  I  could  not  understand  it, 
so  I  gave  my  special  attention  to  the  matter,  and 
soon  found  out  the  reason.  The  fins  are  punched 
out  of  sheet  brass,  and  the  edges  of  all  the 
tackles  you  buy  are  very  sharp,  and  cut  like  a 
knife.  Now  in  playing  the  fish  the  gut  had  got 
round  the  fin  (as  shown  by  dotted  line),  and  of 
course  .was  cut.  I  had  in  previous  years  lost  an 
odd  fish  from  doubtless  the  same  cause,  but  it  was 
losing  the  three  in  three  consecutive  days  that  led 
to  my  finding  out  the  reason.  I  at  once  biirnished 
the  edges  of  all  the  fins  of  the  tackles  I  had,  and 
in  addition  I  put  "  chafing  gear  "  on  the  gut  just 
where  it  got  cut,  and  have  not  since  had  a  similar 
experience.  I  send  you  a  taclvle  to  explain,  and 
to  show  you  how  careful  I  am. 

Another  experience  is,  never  trust  implicity  on 
the  tackle  of  even  the  very  best  makers.    I  never 


yet  bought  a  salmon  cast,  even  the  highest  price, 
that  I  did  not,  after  soaking  and  testing,  get  a 
-"bi-eakage  at  one  or  two  of  the  knots,  and  have  to 
re-knot  and  add  a  strand  or  two  to  make  up  for  the 
links  shortened  thereby.  All  the  makers  strive  to 
make  a  too  neat  knot,  and  cut  the  ends  off  too 
close.  I  get  Ramsbottom,  Manchester,  to  make 
up  my  casts,  and  I  insist  that  the  knots  shall  not 
be  drawn  too  tight,  and  the  ends  left  long /or  me 
to  cut.  I  enclose  two  traces  as  samples.  One 
is  the  standard  fly  trace  I  use'  on  the  Tweed  in 
autumn,  when  the  fish  run  heavy  ;  the  other  is  a  five 
feet  buffer  knot  trace  I  use  here  in  early  spring  for 
spinning.  I  have  three  feet  of  twisted  gut  at  the 
end  of  this,  with  a  swivel  between  the  two,  as  the 
Archer  leads  are  apt  to  chafe  the  single  gut.  I  very 
rarely  have  a  trace  break,  yet  I  hear  frequent 
complaints  of  fish  lost  through  traces  breaking, 
etc.  Last  autumn  a  neighbour  lost  three  fish  in 
one  day  on  traces  got  from  a  first-class  house. 

Again,  on  this  river  (the  Boyne)  a  very  little  Devon 
is  an  admirable  bait,  but  the  Devon  tackles  as 
bought  from  the  shop  are  of  little  worth  ;  the 


grooves  are  always  too  narrow.  They  arc  sawn  out, 
and  the  sharp  edges  left  in  the  groove  (as  in  the  case 
of  the  Archer  fins).  The  result  is  the  gut  on  the 
shoulder  hooks  is  ch.afed  through  directly.  Further, 
I  have  in  tlio  past  lost  fish  through  the  minnow, 
after  running  up  the  trace,  catching  above  a  knot, 
and  the  fish  striking  the  minnow  in  its  struggles, 
the  sharp  edge  of  the  groove  cut  the  gut.  This 
happened  several  times.  Now  I  buy  two  or  three 
dozen  minnows,  not  mounted,  and  liave  the  grooves 
specially  sawn  udder ;  then  my  fisherman  makes 
up  the  tackles  for  same,  and  also  puts  "  chafing 
gear  "  on  the  shoulder  gut.  I  send  you  a  minnow 
to  look  at.  I  always  burnish  the  edges  of  the 
groove,  and  file  a  little  nick  at  the  end  for  the  tail 
hook  to  lie  in.  With  the  wide  groove  the  tackle 
never  jams ;  the  nioment  the  fish  strikes  the  bait 
the  minnow  flies  up  the  line.  It  is  the  very  best 
bait  here  on  a  bright  sunny  day.  When  the 
fish  will  not  look  at  the  fly  they  come  eagerly 
at  the  minnow,  even  up  to  the  end  of  May. 
Spealving  of  this  bait  (see  Fig.  2),  my  son,  in 
April,  1897,  hooked  two  salmon  simultaneously 
on  one  of  these  little  minnows.  He  felt  a 
sharp  double  knock,  and  had  a  terrific  battle 
for  about  ten  minutes.  The  one  fish  was  a 
kelt  of  about  71b.,  the  other  a  springer  of  about 
201b.  -The  kelt  was  hooked  by  the  shoulder  hook, 
and  the  springer,  unfortunately,  on  the  hook  *, 
wliich  in  the  end  drew  out  of  the  wrajjping.  Had 
it  been  the  tail  liook  O  it  would  not  have  drawn. 
It  was  amusing  to  witness  the  fight.  The  springer 
was  perfectly  frantic,  and  when  he  departed  the 
l)oor  kelt  was  practically  dead,  such  a  hustling  it 
had  had.  I  suppose  the  kelt  and  springer  had  gone 
for  the  bait  nearly  together. 

Another  experience  I  have  witnessed  here  was  a 
young  friend,  "  inexperienced."  He  hooked  a  iSllb. 
fish  on  the  fly  ;  it  took  him  one  hour  and  twenty- 
five  minutes  to  land,  and  nearly  a  mile  down  the 
river,  over  two  little  weirs.  I  would  have  given 
£50  to  have  had  the  pleasure  he  experienced  in 
that  battle.  Yet  a  good  story  could  have  been 
written  of  that  fight.  On  the  other  hand,  only 
three  weeks  ago  I  hooked  hi/  the  tail  and  landed 
in  fifteen  minutes  a  80lb.  fish,  and  caught  it  at 
precisely  the  same  part  of  the  river.  Again,  I 
hooked  a  381b.  fish  by  the  pectoral  fin  in  October, 
1899,  in  the  "  Slap"  at  Floors,  when  the  stream 
was  high.  I  had  a  big  double  Silver  Gray.  Fish 
hooked  by  the  pectoral  are  always  fast  and  furious 
in  their  fighting.  In  pulling  at  the  fish  it  is  like 
working  tlie  otter  in  ii  lake — the  mere  pulling 
at  the  fish  sends  liim  off  at  a  tangent.  Now, 
the  riSlb.  fish  was  the  same.  He  flew  like  a 
demon  down  the  i-iver  for  about  one  himdred  yards  ; 
down  to  the  wall  at  the  head  of  the  New  Stream,  and 
then  he  instantly  tumed  and  rushed  back  into  tb^ 
"  Slap  "  with  an  immense  length  of  line  out.  Fortu- 
nately, I  only  use  a  tapered  reel  line  of  forty  yards 
but  I  have  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  very 
strong  (but  tliiii)  silk  back  line,  so  the  pressure  of 
the  water  was  not  so  bad.  When  I  got  up  to  my 
fish  I  could  not  feel  any  movement  beyond  a 
tingling  sensation  as  if  the  line  was  in  a  stone  and 
I  was  afraid  he  had  got  me  round  a  rock.  However, 
we  had  plenty  of  big  stones  on  the  bank,  and  as 
the  fish  lay  pretty  near  the  bank,  the  two  fishermen 
hurled  the  stones  in  well  above  the  line.  The 
current  was  so  powerful  that  the  stones — good  big 
fellows,  five  or  six  inches  in  diameter — simply 
rolled  along  the  bottom,  and  in  a  short  time  our 
friend  got  angry  and  rushed  away.  After  that  we 
kept  up  a  continual  bombardment,  and  he  was 
soon  in  the  position  of  a  stout  man  of  fifty  playing 
in  a  football  match  ;  he  was  winded,  and  I  had 
him  out  in  certainly  less  than  half  an  hour.  I 
hooked  the  fish  quite  late  in  the  evening.  Indeed, 
my  guest,  who  had  the  upper  beat,  had  given  over, 
and  I  was  making  my  last  cast  when  I  got  in  the 
fish.  The  "  Slap  "  adjoins  the  fishing  hut,,  and  my 
friend's  fisherman  was  able  to  assist  my  man  in 
the  "  stoning."  Had  I  played  that  fish  in  the 
orthodox  manner,  I  must  have  been  two  or  three 
hours.  But  it  was  a  case  of  stern  measures,  as 
darkness  was  coming  on — indeed  it  was  quite  dusk 
when  we  netted  the  fish.  I  have  it  mounted  in 
my  library.  Curiously  this  was  the  only  fish  that 
fiver  sulked  with  me  in  the  way  I  so  often  read 
about;  but  probably  this  is  due  to  the  rivers  I 
generally  fish  being  large,  open  ones,  and  using  the 
most  perfect  tackle  and  being  very  severe  on  the 
fish,  I  suppose  this  tells  against  sulking. 

The  unexpected  sometimes  happens,  and  I  now 
tell  a  tale  of  woe.    One  afternoon  in  April,  1900, 
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the  river  being  very  low,  my  wife  and  two  little 
laddies  strolled  up  with  me  to  the  Mill  Stream 
here,  really  not  expecting  a  fish,  but  singularly,  to 
my  boys'  delight,  we  got  three  fish,  191b.,  171b., 
and  9lb.  The  older  of  the  two  (aged  six  at  that 
time)  played  the  9Ib.  and  171b.  fish,  aided,  of  course, 
by  my  steadying  the  rod,  and  when  the  fish  were 
done  I  gaffed  them.  Then  my  youngest,  aged  five, 
must  have  his  turn  with  the  191b.  one,  and  I  had 
of  course,  to  hold  him  and  the  rod.  When  the 
fish  was  done,  I  asked  my  wife  to  gaff  it,  the  river 
being  low — it  was  about  three  feet  below  the 
ground  level,  the  river  being  walled  in  at  that 
point. 

In  her  eagerness,  she  managed  to  hook  the  fish 
close  to  the  tail,  and  not  lifting  it  clean  caught 
the  hook  in  the  turf  and  broke  the  galf,  the  fish 
falling  back  into  the  river  with  the  broken  part  of 
the  gaff  in  it.  Fortunately  my  junior  fisherman 
happened  to  come  up  at  the  time,  and  went  and 
got  a  walking-stick  gaff  I  had  handy,  so  we  landed 
that  fish  all  right.  My  wife,  having  friends  coming 
for  afternoon  tea,  left  with  the  children,  and  the 
fisherman  went  with  them  to  carry  the  three  fish 
to  the  lodge,  leaving  me  with  the  walking-stick — 
for,  having  fished  the  stream  over,  I  did  not  expect 
another  fish,  and  did  not  trouble  to  send  to  the  hut 
for  a  longer  gafi.  However,  they  had  not  been 
gone  ten  minutes  when  I  was  fast  in  another  fish, 
and  this  time  evidently  a  "  sock  dollager."  After 
about  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  had  the  fish  played  out, 
and  he  came  to  my  feet  in  the  position  shown  in 
Fig.  3,  and  kneeling  down,  the  very  utmost  I  could 
do  was  just  to  reach  his  back  (see  Fig.  4). 

But  the  fish  being  so  heavy  and  the  rod  vertical, 
I  could  not  lift  hhn  an  inch  higher,  and  as  I  knelt 
the  rascal  moved  quietly  along  the  bank  ever 
tantalising  me,  being  "  still  so  near  and  yet  so 
far."  At  last,  in  despair,  I  sent  some  boys,  who 
were  minnow  fishing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  to  go  down  to  my  head  fisherman,  who  was 
fishing  about  a  mile  lower  down,  and  in  about 
twenty-five  minutes  he  got  up  to  me.  In  the 
meantime  I  had  discontinued  punishing  the  fish, 
being  afraid  of  the  hooks  wearing  the  hold  away. 
When  he  got  to  me,  the  fish,  being  somewhat 
rested,  had  strolled  off  into  the  stream  again,  and 
in  putting  pressure  to  bring  him  to  the  gafi",  lie 
started  to  "  roll  "  and  wrapped  himself  up  in  the 
line,  sunk  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  river,  got 
round  a  stone,  and  Iiooks  came  awaj',  did  not  breaJc. 
My  diary  reads  thus  : — 

_  "  A(emo.— Mater  broke  my  gaff  in  191b.  fish, 
Maurice  playing  it ;  and  later  on  I  hooked  a  fish 
fully  ;55lb.,  probably  nearer  401b.  My  walking- 
stick  gaff  was  too  short,  could  not  get  down  to  it, 
although  I  had  it  practically  killed  after  a  quarter 

of  an  hour.    Then  sent  for  M  who  came  up 

in  due  course.  Fish  still  on,  but  in  trying  to  again 
get  it  to  the  bank,  it  rolled  up  in  line  and  hooks 
came  away.  Alas  1  the  biggest  fish  I  ever  hooked 
on  the  Bo\ne." 

Well,  now  I  started  in  to  write  you  a  few 
lines,  but  as  it  rains  in  torrents,  you  see  what  I 
have  got  to  be — a  bore.  I  dare  say  I  can,  on 
referring  to  my  diaries,  recall  other  incidents.  For 
example,  my  first  salmon,  81b.,  taken  about  thirty- 
five  years  ago,  I  shall  ever  remember.  I  caught  it 
on  a  little  eleven  feet  Castle  Cormell  troi;t-rod, 
gi\  en  to  me  when  I  was  eleven  years  old,  and  in 
trying  to  get  the  fish  to  the  net  (I  was  fishing  for 
sea  trout)  I  managed  to  break  the  rod  clean  in  two 
just  as  the  fish  disappeared  head  first  into  the  net. 
I  spliced  the  rod  with  a  fish  plate  made  out  of  a 
meat  skewer  got  from  the  village  butcher,  hollow- 
ing the  skewer,  and  the  rod  still  has  the  original 
splice  (see  Fig.  5).  I  use  this  rod  every  June  for 
fishing  the  natural  May  Fly  on  my  brook  at  home. 
It  is  long  and  whippy,  and  throws  a  May  Fly 
splendidly.  I  know  you  will  again  say  I  am  a 
heretic  to  fish  the  natural  fly,  but  the  latter  takes 
skill  to  cast  properly.  I  don't  mean  dapping  or 
blow-fly  work.  To  throw  the  natural  fly  to  a  few 
inches  with  a  line  two  or  three  times  the  length 
of  the  rod  is  good  work  when  there  are  trees, 
bushes,  weeds,  etc.,  to  combat.  F.  L. 


NOTES  FOE  KOACH  ANGLEKS. 


A  MAGNIFICENT  example  of  the  rare  opah,  or  king- 
fish,  weighing  901b.,  is  being  exhibited  by  a  fishmonger 
at  Yarmouth.  It  is  coloured  blue,  green,  and  -yellow, 
with  shades  of  gold  and  silver,  and  has  scimitar-shaped 
blood-red  fins.  It  is  a  native  of  southern  seas  and 
parts  of  the  Atlantic.  The  specimen,  which  is  four 
feet  long,  was  caught  on  a  line  by  a  North  Shields 
boat. 


{From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gebville  Fennbll.) 
{Continued  from  page  349.) 

CHAPTER  Y. --continued. 
Snow. — We  recollect  an  old  Chelsea  pensioner, 
one  Mike  Haveley,  who,  as  soon  as  the  snow  coni' 
menced  falling,  would  put  oft'  from  the  hospital 
stairs  and  fi.sh  opposite  to  Watney's  distillery  at 
Wandsworth,  and  his  takes  of  roach  were  equal  to, 
if  they  did  not  exceed,  any  that  had  been  exhibited 
at  the  piscatorial  clubs  during  the  whole  season. 
He  fished  with  dead  gentles,  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted when  alive  to  a  toughening  process  by  being 
soaked  in  vinegar,  and  afterwards  baked  slightly  in 
an  oven.  The  gentles  by  this  treatment  become 
swollen  and  elongated,  and  appeared  therefore 
larger  on  the  hook,  their  internals  being  solidified, 
and  not  escaping,  as  is  the  case  with  the  moist  and 
semi-liquid  stomach  of  the  gentle  under  ordinary 
circumstances. 

"  Give  me  snow  for  roach  fishing,"  Mike  used  to 
say ;  "  the  big  'uns  then  comes  out,  and  are  always 
in  the  best  condition.  P'raps  they  thinks,  as  the 
flakes  fall,  that  them  be  crumbs  of  bread,  and  are 
some'at  disappointed  at  not  seeing  them  sink  as 
usual,  so  takes  the  bait  more  eager  like.  But 
whether  this  'ere  is  so  or  not,"  Mike  would  add,  "  I 
know  they  bites  best  when  the  snow  is  falling,  and 
almost  as  well  when  it  lays  on  the  ground,  but 
never  at  all  when  it  melts  into  the  water." 

H.  W.,  in  a  brochure  on  "  Roach  Fishing  and  its 
Peculiarities,"  alludes  to  these  contradictory  facts, 
and  mentions  two  which  occurred  to  himself.  In 
the  month  of  February  he  had  a  day's  roach  fishing 
with  Mr.  George. Willis  in  Hertfordshire,  and  they 
had  good  sport  within  two  rods'  length  of  each 
other.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  for  three  hours  pre- 
vented fishing  till  the  afternoon  ;  the  same  sport 
was  then  again  tried,  and  the  result  was  sixty  pounds 
weight  of  fine  roach  and  dace  with  the  two  rods. 
In  the  other  case  he  was  in  Hertfordshire  with  Mr. 
Joseph  Fenn,  jun.,  after  ten  days  of  intensely  hot 
weather  in  July.  If  anything,  this  day  was  hotter 
than  any  day  that  had  preceded  it.  For  several 
hours  the  finest  roach  and  dace  fishing  was  had — 
the  bait  being  gentles — till  dusk,  and  really  long 
after  the  float  was  invisible  they  were  rewarded  by 
taking  remarkably  fine  roach.  His  friend  returned 
to  London,  leaving  Mr.  W.  and  the  keeper  of  the 
fishery,  Robert  Brown ;  the  latter  said,  "  This  is 
something  like  roach  fishing,  sir ;  if  you  like  to  fish 
all  night  I  shall  be  happy  to  stay  and  land  the  fish, 
such  prime  fish,  too."  But,  like  a  fool,  he  went  to 
bed,  and  has  never  been  happy  since.  At  a  very 
early  hour  the  next  morning  he  fished  at  the  same 
swim,  and  for  an  hour  and  a  half  had  the  same  good 
sport ;  but  when  the  sun  had  fairly  risen  and  had 
full  power,  he  could  not  get  a  bite  there  or  anywhere 
else.  The  fish  were  gone,  but  where  to  he  could 
not  discover. 

Thus  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  as  we  have  shown  in 
the  instance  of  the  Chelsea  pensioner,  and  could 
narne  many  others,  is  not  prejudicial  to  roach 
fishing  until  the  snow  dissolves  ;  and  roach  biting 
well  after  a  long  continuance  of  head,  and  even 
of  north-easterly,  wind  is  far  from  an  uncommon 
occurrence.  There  was  nothing  singular  in  the  fact 
that  anglers  could  not  get  a  bite  there  or  anywhere 
else  when  the  sun  had  fairly  risen  and  had  full 
power,  because  that  is  the  rule  and  not  the  excep- 
tion ;  the  only  surprise  is  that  the  fish  bit  during 
the  heat  of  the  first  day ;  but  that  is  partly  disposed 
of.  As  to  the  somewhat  naive  observation  that, 
after  so  many  hours  of  remarkably  fine  fishing,  which 
extended  into  the  gloom  of  the  night,  and  was 
continued  next  morning  with  equal  success,  until 
the  sun  had  full  power,  he,  Mr.  W.,  found  the  fish 
were  gone,  but  where  to  he  could  not  discover. 
Now,  supposing  Mr.  W.  and  his  friend  took  601b. 
of  roach  on  this  day,  and,  say,  101b.  the  next 
morning,  and  these  roach  averaged  half-a-pound 
apiece — a  fair  estimate — we  have  one  hundred  and 
forty  individual  fish,  a  pretty  good  haul,  even  for  a 
net,  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  water.  If,  then,  Mr. 
W.  had  thought  of  looking  into  his  basket  he  might 
readily  have  solved  the  problem,  which  seems  so 
much  to  have  puzzled  this  gentleman,  as  to  where 
tlie  roach  had  gone  to. 

A  shower  of  rain  will  often  at  once  set  the  roach 
feeding,  so  there  seems  nothing  astonishing  in  a 
snow  shower  having  the  same  effect,    Trout  have 


often  been  known  to  rise  well  in  a  snow  storm. 
Settled  weather  is  particularly  favourable  for  roacli 
fishing,  whether  it  is  showery  and  wet  or  fine  and 
dry  ;  but  in  the  latter  case  the  water  gets  so  low 
and  clear  after  a  time  that  the  fish  can  only  be 
caught  in  the  dusk  of  evening,  or  on  a  cloudy,  dark 
day,  or  in  rapid,  disturljed  waters,  as  in  weir  pools. 

Choice  of  Swim.  "  The  water  may  be  too  dis- 
coloured for  the  fish  to  see  a  bait  when  on  the  move, 
but  it  may  not,  after  all,  be  too  thick,  provided  a 
suitable  place  be  selected.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  great 
secrets  of  success  in  angling,  for,  if  the  rod  fisher 
has  no  idea  where  to  find  his  fish  in  high  water  as 
well  as  low,  his  cliance  of  sport  is  but  a  poor  one. 
And  again,  the  angler  oivj^'it  to  know  the  speed  of 
the  swim  most  snifaljlc  f  r  the  particular  fish  he  is 
in  pursuit  of,  because  all  fish  shift  their  quarters 
according  to  the  time  of  the  year  and  state  of  the 
weather.  To  fish  on  the  shallow  side  of  the  river 
in  high  water  is  quite  right ;  but  to  fish  a  rapid 
water  after  a  frosty  night,  and  a  quick  stream  when 
the  water  is  much  discoloured,  is  wrong,  and  just 
the  reverse  of  what  it  ought  to  be.  In  both  cases 
a  gentle  stream,  with  sufficient  depth  of  water  to 
suit  height  and  colour,  will  always  be  found  a 
certRinty." — Bailey. 

Although  we  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  custom 
of  many  anglers  who,  first  arriving  at  running  water 
that  is  new  to  them,  sit  down  at  once  and  attach 
themselves  to  any  likely  swim  that  presents  itself, 
we  are  equally  assured  of  the  imprudence  of  those 
who  are  constantly  changing  from  one  place  to 
another.  What  we  recommend  to  the  angler  for 
roach  is  to  walk  quietly  along  the  banks  with  his 
rod,  line,  and  plumb  in  his  hand,  trying  the  depths 
carefully  here  and  there,  and  remarking  the  more 
likely  attractions  of  each  spot,  and,  after  this  is 
done,  say,  for  half  a  mile,  if  his  permission  to  fish 
extends  thus  far,  he  should  select  that  which  he 
considers  the  best  according  to  his  judgment,  and 
there  take  up  his  station.  There  let  him  continue 
to  fish,  and  not  get  shifty  if  the  roach  do  not  come 
on  the  feed  in  an  liour  or  so.  They  will  find  out 
his  ground  bait  by  and  by,  and  as  roach  swim  in 
numbers  up  and  down  the  stream,  seldom  keeping 
in  one  place  for  any  lengtli  of  time  unless  they  find 
peculiar  attractions,  he ' in a,y  rely  upon  them  visiting 
him  sooner  or  later  ;  and  once  amongst  tliem  he  may 
thin  their  ranks,  and  make  room  for  another  shoal. 
We  are  the  more  impressed  with  the  value  of  this 
systematic  course  of  conduct  from  repeated  trials 
in  company  with  other  anglers.  The  fidgety  and 
erratic  fishermen,  having  tried  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  have  got  a  roach  or  two  out  of  this 
hole,  and  one  or  more  out  of  that,  and  thus  per- 
suaded themselves  that  they  were  doing  wonders, 
and  that  their  baskets  would  rival  those  of  men 
they  saw  fixed  and  almost  motionless  between  their 
favourite  alders ;  but  the  arrival  at  the  inn  or 
railway  station  has  dispelled  this  delusion,  and  he 
who  took  time  in  the  selection  of  a  swim,  and  then 
was  constant  to  his  choice,  has  invariably  beaten 
his  coquettish  brethren,  both  in  weight  and  numbers. 
Of  course  there  are  exceptirns  to  even  this  rule; 
the  water  may  fall  or  rise,  and  thus  alter  the  set  of 
the  swim — a  most  important  consideration — for  if, 
for  instance,  the  float  is  carried  bankward  into  shoal 
water,  or  towards  and  into  a  bed  of  weeds,  the 
angler  would  scarcely  be  justified  in  adhering  to 
the  place  under  such  circumstances. 

Clearing  Swim. — It  may  often  happen  that  a 
most  desirable  swim  presents  itself,  but  that  its 
otherwise  attractive  qualities  are  neutralised  bj'one 
or  more  roots  of  weeds,  a  piece  of  sunken  wood,  etc. 
In  such  case  the  place  should  be  well  cleared  out 
and  left  for  awhile  to  settle.  In  this  way,  whilst 
anglers  have  wearied  themselves  by  walking  up 
and  down  the  banks  looking  out  for  a  likely  spot, 
we  have  gone  to  work  at  once,  either  by  wading  in 
warm  weather,  where  the  spot  has  been  secluded, 
or,  by  the  aid  of  a  small  gi'apnel  and  cord,  removed 
what  WAS  probably  the  only  impediment  to  the 
even  course  of  our  line.  The  best  swims  are  those 
that  come  off  a  swift  scour,  and  then  deepen  and 
remain  e^-en  for  about  twenty  yards  or  more,  ter- 
minating in  a  gentle  rise.  It  is  at  this  rise  where 
the  gi'ound  bait  is  impeded,  and  the  roach  are  found 
taking  it  as  it  is  gently  rolled  up  hill  by  the  current. 
But  while  the  angler  knows  that  it  is  there  that 
fish  most  do  congregate,  he  must  fish  for  them 
from  as  great  a  distance  as  he  conveniently  can,  or 
if,  on  the  contrary,  he  attempts  to  approach  or 
over-reach  them,  they  will  le  ofi'  in  a  moment,  and 
all  his  labour  will  be  in  vain.  This,  indeed,  is  the 
great  art  of  angling,  and  it  cnnnot  be  too  often 


insisted  upon.  Take  it  for  granted  that  what  fish 
are  in  the  stream  are,  as  a  matter  of  course,  some- 
where, and  as  you  may  be  certain  they  will  not 
come  where  you  are  if  they  know  it,  the  necessity 
for  the  greatest  caution  and  quiet  is  at  once 
apparent.  There  is  very  little  that  anglers  differ 
so  much  upon  as  the  eftectiveness  of  particular 
baits,  but  as  many  of  these  lures  have  proved  them- 
selves equally  attractive  in  various  hands,  we  are 
disposed  to  believe  that  the  success  of  a  particular 
bait  is  due  as  much  to  the  style  of  lishmg  pursued 
by  the  angler  as  to  the  bait  itself.  For  instance, 
those  who  use  pastes,  as  a  general  rule,  have  a  very 
quick  eye  ;  absolutely  necessai-y  to  meet  the  bite 
of  a  fish,  or  bait  and  hook  are  rejected  and  blown 
out  as  soon  as  touched.  In  the  absence  of  this 
optic  gift,  the  angler  who  is  less  deft  loses  the 
opportunity  that  the  slight  movement  of  the  float 
has  given  him,  strikes  too  late,  shakes  off  in  all 
probability  his  pill  of  paste,  and  blames  both  fish 
and  bait  instead  of  his  own  want  of  skill.  He  then 
perhaps  takes  to  worms  or  gentles,  by  which,  if  the 
roach  are  on  the  feed,  he  is  successful,  because  the 
nimble  hand  and  perceptive  eye  is  not  so  much 
required  by  the  latter  process. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Eight  new  clubs  were  enrolled  with  the  Anglers' 
Association  at  the  delegate  meeting  held  on  Monday 
mght  (May  20)  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Vr"^'        ^  '^^'■^  ■  l^elgrave  Angling  Society,  Surprise, 
Vauxhall  Bndge-road ;  Clapham  Strollers,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common  ;  Leyton  Angling  Society  • 
Walton  Angling  Association,  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton- 
on-Thames ;  Newbury  Piscatorials,  Jack  of  Newbury 
Kensal-road,   W. ;    New  Century  Angling  Society,' 
±51ack  Horse,  Bedfordbury  ;  Groombridge  and  District 
Angling    Society,    Junction    Hotel,  Groombrid<^e 
Sussex;  and  the  Colebrook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard 
Arms,  Gerrard-street,  Islington.    Mr.  E.  G.  VVoodrufi 
(hon.   sec.)  read  a  letter  from  the  Great  Western 
Kailway,  grantmg  travelling  concessions  to  members 
of  the  association  to  Wargrave-on-Thames.  Several 
matters  affecting  the  fisheries  were  reported  upon. 
Xhe  Lea  Conservancy  had  severelv  cautioned  a  man 
found  by  one  of  the  A.A.  bailiffs  fishing  in  the 
Lea  with    two    rods    on    April    2.5,    and    it  was 
stated    that     inquiries    were    still    being  made 
into    the    alleged    fish-trapping    and    poaching  in 
the   Stour  at  Bures.    Mr.  J.   P.  West  was  again 
elected  hon.  treasurer  of  the  association,  and  Mr 
i.   B.   Fourney  was  elected   hon.    solicitor.  The 
trustees  of  the  association  having  presented  it  with 
a  handsome  silver  cup  for  competition,  it  was  decided 
to  hold  the  competition  on  the  association's  new  water 
on  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  and  a  sub-committee 
was  formed  to  arrange  details.    It  was  decided  to  give 
up  the  Huntingdon  water.    In  recognition  of  the 
association's  preservation  and  restocking  work,  the 
Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association  forwarded  a 
nu'^ll  f?'  '^^'"^  landed  by  Mr.  Hilton 

(the  Walton  and  Cotton  delegate)  to  Mr.  W.  H  Beckett 
(the  chairman  of  the  evening),  amid  hearty  cheers. 
Needless  to  remark,  the  Walton  and  Cotton  Club  was 
warmly  thanked  for  its  liberal  gift.  Delegates  from 
fifty-five  clubs  attended. 

Hon.  Repobteh. 


THE  CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
LONDON  ANGLING  CLUBS. 


The  May  delegate  meeting  was  attended  by  a  very 
large  number  of  representatives  from  the  London  clubs 
w  -S-^  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  'W.C.  Mr 
ii'  n  presided  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of 

Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  who  wrote  regretting  that  he  was 
detained  on  business.  Mr.  W.  H.  Lawes  was  voted  to 
the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  and  routine  business 
were  duly  passed.  The  executive  recommended  that 
m  future  gorge  fishing  be  strictly  prohibited  in  the 
fisheries  rented  by  the  association,  and  that  it  is  con- 
sidered highly  desirable  that  members|shouId  not  prac- 
tise this  unsportsmanlike  method  elsewhere.  It  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dejonge  and 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  recommendation  be 
aaopted.  The  committee  also  recommended  that  the 
sum  of  12  12s.  Gd.  be  sent  to  each  of  the  following 
?nti!r^A?°  f  °'<^"es:-Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  Maidenhead,  Henley,  Windsor  and  Eton,  and 
the  Keadmg  Societies,  making  a  total  of  £1.3  fs  6d 
in  addition  to  £14  Is.  Od.  voted  for  river  preservation 
for  the  past  season.  Mr.  Elsmore  gave  a  most 
interesting  resuni4  of  the  recent  work  of  the  T  A  P  S 
the  report  as  to  the  removal  of  swans  and  ducks 
aunng  the  spawning  being  well  received.  Mr  Watline 
reported  successful  visits  to  the  Walham  Green  and 
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Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Societies.  It  was  agreed 
to  enrol  the  two  following  societies : — Walton  Angling 
Society  and  Bermoudsey  Piscatorials.  The  secretary 
reported  that  the  issue  of  privilege  tickets  during  the 
past  season  had  exceeded  by  several  hundreds  any 
previous  year  of  the  association  ;  that  the  grand  work 
of  river  preservation  had  been  also  augmented  ;  that  the 
ten  or  twelve  private  fisheries  had  yielded  grand  sport 
to  members,  with  which  others  would  not  bear  com- 
parison, and  to  which  it  was  hoped  to  add  if  found 
of  a  desirable  nature  ;  competitions  for  silver  cups, 
with  many  additional  valuable  prizes,  had  been  suc- 
cessfully carried  out;  also  that  railway  concessions 
had  been  obtained.  The  privilege  tickets  and  guide 
books  for  the  ensuing  season  were  well  in  hand,  and 
secretaries  of  clubs  would  greatly  assist  if  application 
fornis,  which  must  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  a 
remittance,  were  sent  as  early  as  possible  to  the 
general  secretary.  Price  of  tickets  fixed  at  Is.  Id.  as 
usual. 

The  following  officers  were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing 
season  :  President,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  ;  trustees,  Messrs.  Thos.  Crumplen 
and  W.  J.  Wade ;  representative  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Elsmore  ;  tyler,  Mr.  J.  Smith  ;  visiting  officer," 
Mr.  C.  Watling ;  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  ;  auditor 
to  the  A.B.S.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  ;  general  committee, 
Messrs.  R.  Clark,  J.  A.  Fitch,  H.  Holder,  W.  H.  Lawes, 
I.  Levien,  G.  Merry,  R.  Marshall,  J.  Poole,  J.  J.  Smith^ 
G.  Watling,  P.  J.  Williams,  J.  Wheelhouso ;  Anglers' 
Benevolent  committee,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Smith,  G.  Merry, 
I.  Levien,  C.  Watling,  F.  Vanhegan,  J.  A.  Fitch,' 
J.  Wheelhouse,  and  W.  J.  Wade.  A  very  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  all  officers  for  their  services 
during  the  past  season. 

The  Great  Western  Railway,  in  response  to  an 
application  for  additional  concessions,  sent  the  follow- 
ing to  come  into  operation  on  June  1  : — 

l^'io'"  To  Sliiplake   To  Wargrave 

1  T  s.    d.  s.  d. 

Paddington   4    6  3  5 

Westbourne  Park    4    4  34 

Acton    3  11  3  0 

Ealing    ...    3    8  2  10 

West  Ealing   3    8  2  10 

Hanwell    33  2  8 

On  receipt  of  the  above  the  secretary  at  once  wrote  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  pointing  out  that  a 
rnistake  had  been  made  apparently  in  the  fare  to 
Shiplake,  who  at  once  replied  as  follows  : — 

Sir,— I  am  obliged  for  your  letter  of  May  15,  and  in 
reply  beg  to  inform  you  the  fares  should  be  shown  as 
follows  to  Shiplake  :~Paddington,  3s.  7d. ;  Westbourne 
Park,  3s.  5d.  ;  Acton,  3s.  Id.  ;  Ealing,  2s.  lid. ;  West 
Ealing,  28.  lid. ;  Hanwell,  2s.  8d.— Yours  truly, 

T.  J.  Allen, 
Supt.  of  the  Line. 
All  communications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 

W.  J.  Wade. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  executive  council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Saturday  last  (May  18) 
at  the  Golden  Ball  Hotel,  Warrington.  Mr.  Councillor 
George  Sutherland,  J.P.,  of  Wigan,  presided,  and 
representatives  of  over  5200  members  were  present 
from  Wigan,  Preston,  Blackburn,  Bolton,  Farnworth, 
Atherton,  Liverpool,  Crewe,  Nantwich,  Warring- 
ton, etc. 

In  opening  the  meeting,  the  president  alluded 
feelingly  to  the  loss  sustained,  since  last  meeting, 
by  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Wallwork, 
hon.  treasurer  of  tbe  association,  and  a  vote  of  con- 
dolence and  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  widow  and 
family  was  passed  in  silence,  all  standing. 

The  secretary  reported  progress  in  regard  to  obtain- 
ing additional  angling  privileges,  and  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  H.  R.  Corbet,  of  Adderley  Hall,  Market 
Drayton,  granting  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  on  that  portion  which  is 
within  his, estate,  on  payment  of  an  acknowledgment 
rent. 

Mr.  Daniel  Cuerden,  of  Bolton,  was  appointed  hon. 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  William  Rimmer,  of  Bolton,  was 
elected  a  trustee. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  manage*  of  the  Lancaster 
Canal  inviting  the  assistance  of  the  .members  of  our 
association  in  saving  fish  when  the  canal  is  being 
emptied  for  repairs.  The  secretary  reported  the 
action  taken  in  a  recent  case,  when  over  3000  fish 
were  saved  and  returned  to  the  water.  The  account 
for  same  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

It  was  decided  to  undertake  the  work  whenever  the 
canal  is  emptied  in  future,  if  reasonable  compensation 
for  expenses  can  be  obtained  from  the  company,  and 
the  matter  was  left  to  the  chairman  and  secretary  to 
arrange. 

Correspondence  with  reference  to  an  alleged  bogus 
club  in  Preston  was  read,  and  left  to  the  Preston 
Centre  secretary  and  the  general  secretary. 

T.  W.  Redfoed,  Hon.  Gen.  Sec. 
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THE  MIDLAND  RAILWAY  INSTITUTE 
AT  DERBY. 


The  interest  displayed  by  the  directors  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  in  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  their 
employes  is  again  illustrated  by  the  opening  of  the 
extension  to  the  splendid  institute  which  was  erected 
at  Derby  for  the  benefit  of  the  stall  in  1891.  The 
building,  which  is  situated  close  to  the  Midland 
station,  originally  included  a  reading  and  magazine 
rooin,  a  spacious  lending  and  reference  library  (con- 
tainingabout  fourteen  thousand  volumes),  a  restaurant 
commodious  billiard  room  with  three  tables,  and  a 
large  concert  hall  with  proscenium  and  scenery,  whore 
entertainments  and  lectures  could  be  given  and 
dances  held  during  the  season,  whilst  the  new 
extension  comprises  a  lofty  and  spacious  dining-hall 
capable  of  seating  about  two  hundred,  where  dinners 
will  be  served  daily,  with  an  adjoining  dining-room  of 
smaller  dimensions.  On  the  ground  floor  is  a  new 
restaurant  for  the  salaried  staff  of  the  company,  and  a 
ca/(!  for  the  workman,  with  connecting  service  rooms 
and  kitchen  fitted  with  the  most  modern  cookin'r; 
appliances.  Lavatories  with  hot  and  cold  water  are 
annexed,  with  a  charming  little  conservatory  con- 
taining palms,  ferns,  and  other  plants.  The  popularity 
with  the  staff  of  the  accommodation  afforded  by  the 
institute  IS  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  additional 
conveniences  which  have  been  added  to  the  building 
and  It  IS  worthy  of  note  that  the  number  of  members  ^ 
on  the  books  to-Say  shows  an  increase  of  just  about 
one  hundred  per  cent,  over  the  membership  prior  to 
1894.  As  the  institution  is  available  for  all  grades 
of  the  company's  staff  without  any  exception,  ' 
whether  stationed  at  Derby  or  elsewhere,  it  may  be 
confidently  anticipated  that  a  further  development  in 
membership  will  take  place.  The  new  extension  has 
been  designed  and  carried  out  under  the  direction  of 
the  company's  architect,  Mr.  C.  Trubshaw.  '. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.-  General  Remarks.— The  Thames  is  now 
wanting  a  push  of  water,  for  the  stream  in  the  open 
reaches  has  considerably  slackened.  A  day's  rain 
would  also  brighten  up  the  water,  which  is  needed  if 
the  coarse  fishing  season,  which  opens  in  a  fortnight's 
time,  is  to  commence  well.  There  appears  to  be  a  fair 
supply  of  small  fish  on  the  move,  and  barbel  are  often 
to  be  seen  showing  up.  Mr.  H.  E.  Lukyn  has  taken  a 
trout  at  Sunbury  of  3Jlb.,  and  whilst  fishing  at  Bell 
Weir  Mr.  P.  Sands  hooUed  a  pike  of  about  101b  which 
bit  the  gut  as  it  was  being  brought  to  net.  Another 
angler  on  the  weir  landed  a  71b.  barbel,  which  was 
returned.  I  am  glad  to  bo  able  to  report  that  the 
Thames  Conservancy  have  postponed  the  drawin"^  off 
of  the  water  at  Old  Windsor  for  a  month.  "Mr. 
T.  W.  Gomm  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success 
of  his  efforts  to  save  the  .spawn  in  that  reach  — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— —  (Lechlade,  etc.)— The  May  Fly  was  well  on 
at  St.  John's  Bridge,  both  Green  and  Gray  Drakes  — 
The  Rambler. 

— —  (Streatley).— A  fine  trout  of  7ilb.  was  taken 
at  1  angbourne  recently,  and  Mr.  H.  Zoung  took  a 
trout  at  Streatley  of  41b.— H.  J.  Gardner. 

Ancholme  District.— The  Alder,  Hawthorn,  and 
Black  Gnat  continue  to  be  the  leading  flies.  I  have 
seen  a  few  Pern  Flies  and  also  Green  Drakes. 
Weather  has  been  very  brigit  for  trout  fishing,  and 
fish  could  only  be  raised  in  the  shade.  During  the 
holidays  one  gentleman  caught  six  trout,  weighing 
51b.,  on  a  private  water.  Other  takes  that  came  under 
my  notice  consisted  of  five  brace,  three  brace,  and  two 
brace.  All  these  were  nice  fish  and  in  good  condition, 
most  of  them  cutting  quite  pink.  The  Dotterel  Duns 
may  now  be  used  in  the  evenings,  and  the  Freckled 
Dun  and  Hare's  Ear  and  Yellow  are  first  favourites.— 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Coin,  Leacli,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).-- 
Last  week,  on  the  Bull  Hotel  water  at  Fairford, 
there  was  a  moderate  hatch  out  of  fly,  but  the  trout 
did  not  take  them  freely.  Mr.  Stradling  did  very  well 
with  a  creel  of  three  brace  of  averaged  pounders,  and 
another  rod  got  his  two  brace  of  fish.  On  private 
water  a  few  miles  above  Fairford  three  rods  creeled 
twelve  brace  of  trout.  The  vicar  of  a  neighbouring  parish 
creeled  six  brace  on  the  Bibury  Court  v*aters.  The 
Halkends  Castle  waters  have  been  providing  good  sport 
for  Mr.  Gardner  Bazley  and  friends,  and  the  Whalford 
waters  for  Mr.  John  Palkner,  Mr.  Battersbv,  etc. 
The  May  Fly  will  probably  last  for  another  week 
or  ten  d ws.  Water  in  nice  order,  being  high  and  of  a 
nice  tinge,  but  some  rain  would  improve  matters. — 
Tan. 
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Dart  (Totnes  •  and  District).— The  moorland 
streams  arc  low,  but  a  number  of  holiday  rods  wore 
out  with  varying  success.  There  are  any  quantity  of 
small  trout/ one  gentleman  returning  no  less  than 
thirty.  Thg  small  minnow  was  responsible  for  a 
decent  lot  on  the  West  Dart  on  May  24,  and  Blue 
Uprights  and  Half  Stones  have  been  very  nurnerous. 
The  rise  has  been  chiefly  in  the  evenings,  but  in  the 
lower  waters  only  small  lots  are  creeled,  Mr.  G. 
Garrow  Green  has  had  some  good  fish,  nine  trout  from 
the  Hems  weighing  31b.,  whilst  five  taken  just  above 
Totnes  Weir  scaled  31oz.  Dapping  is  not  likely  to 
give  sport,  Mr.  Soper  getting  eleven  on  Monday. 
Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  M.  Eevell  killed  a  dozen  be- 
tween them  the  same  day.  Mr.  Rogers  killed  a  salmon 
with  the  fly.  At  Stoke  Gabriel  I  saw  several  splendid 
salmon  killed,  the  best  being  an  eighteen-  pounder. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries— On  Bank  Holiday  several 
good  bags  were  made  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  A.  Wheen 
got  fom-  and  a  half  brace  on  the  Okeover  length,  and 
Mr.  H.  Marsden  did  well  on  the  Ashbourne  Club  water. 
The  Small  Coachman  and  Black  Gnat  arc  proving  the 
best  killing  flies.  The  May  Fly  will  not  be  killing 
before  June  5  or  6.— D.  &  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Despite  the  eager  anticipations  of 
the  angling  community,  the  rain  which  fell  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  heavy  thunder-storm  on  Sunday  did 
no  material  good;  the  water  was  only  slightly 
freshened,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  runs  in  very 
poor  condition.  Several  anglers  have  plied  the  rod 
during  the  week,  but  have  been  totally  unable  to 
obtain  anything  approaching  sport.  The  prospects 
are  unfavourable  during  the  coming  week  unless  a 
prolonged  spate  should  improve  matters. — J .  J ackson. 

Itchen. — Even  with  reports  before  me  from  the 
upper,  middle,  and  lower  waters  of  this  stream,  I 
cannot  chronicle  one  good  basket  of  trout  taken  during 
the  past  week.  On  the  Worthys  water  three  brace 
was  the  best  score  obtained  for  one  day's  sport, 
and  two-and-a-half  brace  the  next  in  number. 
These  fish  were  mostly  taken  on  a  greenish  and 
quite  small  Olive  locally  termed  Lock's  Fancy,  a 
very  deadly  little  fly  it  is  as  tied  by  Chalkly,  of  the 
Square,  Winchester.  The  pattern  referred  to  will 
generally  kill  when  even  a  paler  Olive  is  on  the  water, 
and  often  serves  well  if  offered  to  trout  feeding  on  a 
larger-sized  Olive.  Four  rainbow  trout  were  also 
landed,  and  returned  to  the  river  on  account  of  their 
condition.  The  hatch  of  fly  was  pretty  good  each  day, 
and  but  for  a  strong  north-east  wind  and  very  bright 
sun  nice  baskets  should  have  been  made.  Meadow 
grasses  and  dock  leaves  growing  by  the  river's  brim  are 
already  gettinjf  very  tall,  and  have  accounted  for  more 
"tight  lines"  than  rising  trout.  Eods  who  cared  for 
fishing  down-stream  with  a  couple  of  sunk  flies  have 
mostly  secured  a  few  fish  about  midday,  but  that  style 
of  fishing  is  not  favoured  here  on  account  of  •  the 
number  of  undersized  trout  which  are  sure  to  be 
pricked,  frightened,  and  educated.  Of  course  there 
are  times  when  a  big  bulging  fish  can  be  marked  and 
specially  tried  for  with  a  sunk  fly,  but  "  fishing  as 
large"  with  wet  flies  is  undesirable  on  most  lengtht 
of  this  river,  nor  is  that  way  of  fishing  often  so  success- 
ful as  good  dry  fly  work. — E.  Valentine  Cobbib. 

Lake  District. — Comparatively  little  angling  has 
been  done  in  this  district  during  the  holidays,  or, 
indeed,  for  some  weeks  past.  Several  local  showers 
have  fallen  since  Saturday  last,  but  these  have  as  yet 
made  no  impression  on  the  rivers,  all  of  which  are 
very  low.  In  some  quarters  fishing  is  out  of  question 
during  the  daytime,  and  only  in  isolated  cases  has 
night  fishing  resulted  in  anything  like  satisfactory 
takes  on  the  Eden  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Lune. 
The  May  Fly  has  made  its  appearance,  and  as  the 
temperature  is  now  more  genial,  and  rain  expected, 
prospects  are  looking  a  little  more  promising.  On  the 
lakes  matters  arc  somewhat  better  this  week';  perch 
are  also  coming  into  the  shallower  waters. — C.  W. 

Lake  Vyi'nwy  (North  Wales). — The  weather  is 
still  very  bright,  clear  and  warm,  and  for  the  last  few 
days  there  have  been  occasionally  indications  of  thunder. 
The  fishing,  on  the  whole,  has  been  up  to  the  average. 
On  May  23,  Mr.  Litster  killed  seven  trout,  and  on  the 
24th,  fourteen  (91b.  13oz.) ;  Iilr.  Bertram  Brunner, 
eight  (41b.  lloz.)  ;  Mr.  Heygate,  five  (31b.  4oz.)  ;  and 
Dr.  Fenton,  five  (31b.  4oz.).  On  May  25,  Dr.  Fenton 
had  seven  (41b.  3oz.) ;  Mr.  Brunner,  seven  (41b.  loz.)  ; 
Mr.  Beach,  five  (31b.  9oz.) ;  Messrs.  Flint  and  Haram, 
four  each  ;  Messrs.  Gill  and  Davison,  three  each  ;  and 
IMr.  Heygate,  two.  On  May  27,  Dr.'Fenton  killed  eleven 
(71b.  4oz.) ;  Mr.  Falkner,  nine  (51b.  2oz.) ;  Mr.  Beach, 
eight  (41b.  13oz.) ;  Mr.  Heygate,  six  (31b.  8oz.) ;  Messrs. 
Hiiram  and  Brunner,  five  each ;  Mr.  Flint,  fom- ;  and 
Messrs.  Davison  and  Wilson  three  each.  On  May  28, 
Dr.  Fenton  killed  eight  (41b.  14oz.) ;  Mr.  Beach,  six 
(31b.  Soz.) ;  Iilr.  Brunner,  four  (21b.  7oz.)  ;  and  Mr. 
Falkner,  three.  Large  flies  are  doing  almost  as  well 
as  small  ones, — Long  drift. 

Lea. — The  river  lias  been  very  much  out  of  condition 
lately,  being  covered  in  many  reaches  with  "blown  " 
mud,  weeds,  etc.,  and  trout-fishing  has  been  out  of  the 
question.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  thunder- 
storm on  Wednesday  night  will  have  freshened  up  the 


water.  It  wanted  flushing  badly.  Trout-fishing  has 
again  provided  disappointing  results.  I  went  up  the 
Lea  on  Tuesday,  but  saw  no  signs  of  the  May  Fly,  and 
cannot  hear  oL  any  rise  yet  on  the  Beane,  Mimram,  or 
Ash.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Lea 
seems  to  hold  an  excellent  stock  of  coar.sc  fish.  Roach 
are  very  numerous,  and  I  saw  hundreds  of  fine  roach 
spawning  between  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's.  Very 
large  dace  were  showing  themselves  above  Wal-c 
Town  Bridge,  but  the  river  there  was  in  a  bad  con- 
dition from  want  of  rain. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugif  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
continue  to  run  bright,  and  are  gone  down  con- 
siderably, but  are  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful  and  fine.  Rain  has  threatened,  but 
only  a  shower  or  so  has  been  had;  a  good  fall  for 
twenty-four  hours  would  do  v^onders  for  the  country, 
and  also  improve  the  fishing.  Trout  are  moving  fairly 
well,  but  are  evidently  feeding  on  the  caddis  bait  on 
the  bottom.  May  Fly  are  not  up  yet,  but  may  be  up 
any  day. — G Wynne. 

iMgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  good  order.  The  weather  took  a 
favourable  change  at  the  close  of  last  week,  and  in 
consequence  sport  has  greatly  improved,  some  reaches 
doing  better  than  others.  A  nice  little  basket  was 
made  on  the  Kingsland  Club  water  —  6  brace, 
averaging  nearly  fib.  each.  On  the  Aymestrey  reach 
I  also  hear  of  good  sport.  The  May  Fly  is  coming  up 
slowly,  yet  by  the  time  these  lines  are  in  print  trout 
should  be  feeding  on  them.  A  few  fish  have  been 
taken  spinning  with  the  "  Vaga  "  bait.  Rain  is  much 
wanted,  and  would  improve  the  chances  of  sport  in 
the  coming  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— At  time  of  report- 
ing, Wednesday,  May  29,  the  river  is  very  low  and 
clear,  and  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  a  good 
freshet.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  places  like 
Tipton  and  Ottery,  where  water  from  the  main  stream 
is  constantly  being  taken  for  the  use  of  the  mills. 
Trout  have,  however,  not  given  up  fly-taking,  and 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  by  certain  anglers  during 
the  past  week.  Last  Friday,  May  24,  one  dry-fly  rod 
creeled  four  brace  of  capital  fish  near  Ottery,  and 
another  rod  is  reported  to  have  secured  five  brace  of 
really  fine  ones  on  the  Bicton  water.  On  May  28  a 
good  rise  of  Duns  ai)peared  below  Ottery  at  11  a.m., 
mostly  Olives  and  probably  Yellow  Sallies. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— The  cutting  of  the 
weeds  and  clearing  them  out  of  the  river  is  going  on 
apace,  and  everything  connected  with  our  good  old 
Ouse  points  to  the  season  1901-2  opening  with  as  good 
prospects  as  ever  was  known ;  all  classes  of  fish 
seem  wonderfully  plentiful,  and  as  vigorous  as  can 
be,  clean  and  healthy.  Visiting  the  famous  Staunch 
Pit  on  May  23,  in  the  company  of  Mr.  H.  G. 
Nicholls,  of  London,  the  sunshine  brought  up  the 
trout,  and  it  was  a  beautiful  sight  for  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  to  see  them,  from  lib.  up  to  quite  41b.  each, 
disporting  themselves  after  the  various  morsels  they 
fancied ;  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  it  is  nevertheless 
true,  that  there  are  no  fishermen  game  enough  to  try 
their  luck  for  them. — B.  Collinson. 

Plymouth. — Rain  is  wanted  badly,  as  the  rivers 
are  run  very  low — the  Dart  is  almost  dry.  Some  fair 
baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy  and  the  fish  have 
been  of  good  size,  several  from  6oz.  to  8oz.,  and  in 
thorough  good  condition.  Peel  have  been  very 
scarce ;  my  daughter  had  one  on  May  22,  and 
another  was  caught  on  ]May  25.  Now  this  hot 
weather  has  settled  in,  the  Wood  Flies,  grasshoppers, 
etc.,  will  be  about.  'The  natural  specimens  are  not 
allowable,  but  I  have  copied  the  various  patterns,  and 
they  are  pronounced  by  good  judges  to  be  perfect 
imitations,  in  fact  one  fisherman  lias  already  had  a  good 
basket  dapping  with  the  Wood  Fly.— W.  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  Severn  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  low,  and  so  far  as  trout  fishing  is  concerned 
practically  no  sport  has  been  obtained.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish 
has  not  yet  expired,  anglers  are  taking  grayling,  roach, 
chub,  dace,  etc.,  freely,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  to  take  these  fish  without  the  express  sanction  of 
the  riparian  owner  concerned  is  illegal. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  rain,  which  has  been  so  badly  wanted 
for  a  long  time,  seems  at  last  to  be  near  at  hand,  as  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  barometer  is  falling  rapidly ; 
there  is  thimder  in  the  air,  and  slight  showers  have 
already  fallen.  A  good  soaking  of  rain  is  all  that  is 
wanted  by  anglers,  as  sport  continues  nearly  at  a 
standstill,  the  rivers  being  so  very  low  and  the  water 
much  too  bright.  Farmers  and  others  will  also 
heartily  welcome  it,  as  the  land  in  a  great  many 
places  is  quite  burnt  up,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good 
crop  of  hay  most  unpromising  at  present. — Vyrnw-v. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
Streams  and  rivers  are  too  clear  for  successful  sport 
among  the  trout.  Although  there  are  good  trout  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Adur  and  in  the  Ouse  to  be 
seen,  they,  in  the  clear  water,  refuse  all  lures.  From 
the  tributaries  of  both  the  Adur  and  the  Ouse  trout 
have  been  taken  with  worm,  but  the  percentage  of 
perch  which  take  the  bait  arc  about  twenty  to  one. 


Rain  is  badly  needed.  Roach  are  spawning  in  the 
Ouse  and  Adur,  and  at  Chichester  Canal  fish  of  every 
description  may  be  seen  in  myriads.  The  salt  water 
fishermen  are  taking  a  quantity  of  smelt,  flat  fish, 
and  bass  up  to  31bs. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Owing  to  the  continuous  dry 
weather  the  rivers  are  low  and  clear.  I  heard  of  an 
angler,  who  was  fishing  under  the  trees  in  the  Lynn, 
Lynmouth,  taking  a  few  trout.  Salmon  have  come  in 
with  the  tides,  a  few  having  been  taken  in  the  nets. 
The  seaside  holiday  seekers  have  taken  a  few  prawns 
and  the  liners  a  few  bass,  otherwise  fishing  is  of  no 
use. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  is  getting  very  low,  but  it  is  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week  a  few  showers  of  rain 
were  had,  but  it  has  passed  away  and  more  is  badly 
wanted  to  refresh  the  rivers.  Angling  during  this 
holiday  time  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  the  morning  and 
evening,  but  scarcely  anything  has  been  done  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  the  weather  being  too  bright.  May 
Fly  have  not  come  up  yet,  and  the  season  will  be  late 
and  short.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with  the 
worm.  On  Monday  (May  27)  ten  trout  were  landed 
with  the  Orl  and  Yellow  Dun.— S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

getting  low,  and  is  bright,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  hot  during  the  day,  and 
fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  day  has  been  at  a  stand- 
still. A  good  few  rods  have  been  out  during  the 
holidays,  and  in  the  mornings  and  evenings  the  fish 
have  been  feeding  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  The 
May  Fly  keep  very  backward,  no  doubt  the  cold  nights 
have  kept  them  back.  Some  fine  trout  were  landed 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  with  the  fly.— Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
Mr.  F.  Carbonell,  fishing  the  Bibury  Court  waters, 
got  six  brace  of  averaged  pounders  ;  Mr.  E.  Mills  had 
three  brace  on  the  Swan  water.  The  Olive  Dun  has 
been  very  thick  on  the  water,  and  spinners  of  all 
shades  have  been  up  in  clouds.  The  Brown  Alder  has 
hatched  out  well,  and  as  for  the  Amber  Cowdung  Fly 
the  hot  weather  has  brought  them  out  in  thousands 
on  some  of  the  grazing  meadows.  The  Duke  of  Leeds 
and  Mr.  Wilson,  at  Coin  St.  Aldwyus,  have  found 
things  at  present  rather  quiet  on  the  Coin. — Sherry 
Spinner. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— A  great 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week  throughout  Derbyshire ;  trout  are  now  showing 
themselves  very  well, "and  some  very  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  obtained.  Reports  from  the  Darlcy 
Dale  Club's  water  on  the  latter  river  show  that 
members  and  season  ticket-holders  have  taken  baskets 
ranging  from  three  to  six  brace,  all  good  fish.  The 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has 
also  yielded  very  well.  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  on  May  24, 
fishing  in  Matlockdale,  secured  a  very  nice  fish  of  21b. ; 
a  gentleman  from  Nottingham  on  ISIonday,  fishing 
private  water,  landed  a  splendid  trout  of  61b.  4oz.  The 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  the  weather  looks 
promising  for  rain ;  there  are  a  few  May  Flies  out,  but 
the  fish  are  not  taking  them  yet.— DottebeC. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
Some  rain  fell  on  May  25  and  26,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  satisfy  farmers  or  anglers.  Scarcely  a 
•  drop  found  its  way  in  the  rivers,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  they  are  lower  and  clearer  than  ever.  Old 
Stone  Fly  experts  tell  you  the  water  cannot  be  too 
low  to  fish  the  Stone  Fly  in  ;  they  may  be  right,  but 
I  know  from  experience  under  such  conditions  the 
trout  take  a  lot  of  catching.  I  got  a  fine  pannier, 
however,  on  May  28,  before  breakfast,  and  amongst 
others  doing  well  in  the  Yore  I  came  across  ISIr.  J. 
Handley  and  Mr.  J.  Collinson.  Wc  found  plenty  of 
fly,  and  as  long  as  it  lasts  it  is  next  to  useless 
fishing  any  other  bait  or  fly.  I  saw  traces  of  otters 
in  the  shape  of  "foil,"  "pads,"  etc.,  and  I  am 
glad  to  hear  Mr.  Buckle's  pack  of  otter  hounds 
will  hunt  the  Yore  next  week.  Reports  from 
the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Swale,  etc.,  are  meagre,  but  as  I 
write  the  barometer  is  falling  and  it  looks  as  if  the 
much-needed  rain  will  soon  fall.  By  Telegram 
(May  30).— The  weather  broke  with  thunder  yesterday 
evening,  and  rain  has  been  pretty  general  all  through 
Yorkshire,  but  up  to  now  there  is  no  fresh  water  in 
any  of  our  streams,  but  according  to  indications  more 
rain  may  be  expected,  and  angling  prospects  are  there- 
fore better  than  they  have  been  for  some  weeks,  some 
nice  dishes  of  trout  were  caught  again  with  the  Stone 
Fly  this  morning. 

The  Stone  Fly  and  the  Green  Drake.— The 
warm  weather  of  the  past  few  days  is  hatching  out  the 
Stone  Fly  a  few  days  earlier  than  I  thought  would  be 
the  case."  I  sent  you  some  Stone  Flies  as  requested 
on  Tuesday.  I  hope  they  reached  you  safely,  and  that 
you  may  have  good  sport  with  them.  Since  Tuesday 
thev  have  hatched  out  very  rapidly,  in  spite  of  the  low 
water.  The  trout  take  them  fairly  well.  1  send  you 
a  few  fish  out  of  my  pannier  of  71b.,  caught  before 
breakfast  with  the  tackle  enclosed.  I  should  like 
your  opinion  as  to  the  tackle  which  1  take  to  be 
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equally  as  good  for  "dapping"  with  the  Green  and 
t-Ti-ey  Drake,  and  of  the  flavour  of  the  trout,  for  I 
contend  the  \ore  trout  are  the  finest  flavoured  fish  in 

17^^  f "^^^^  ^  '^^^'^  °f  tlie  larvae  the 
iUayl^ly,  Drakes,  will  be  well  on  next  week.— John  E. 
MiLLKK,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

[Many  thanks  for  the  flies  and  the  fish :  will  refer 
to  theni  and  the  tackle  nest  week.— Ed.] 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacalgreach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-  N  B  ) 

— beveral  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  durins? 
the  past  week.  On  May  25,  Baron  De  Reute?,  London" 
on  Loch  Oama,  killed  thirty-two  trout  (Uilb.) ;  Messrs. 
Wmn  and  Gandy,  Penrith,  on  same  loch,  fifty-seven 
;  and  Messrs.  Luggat,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
231b.  On  May  27,  Messrs.  Luggat,  Glasgow,  on  Loch 
Cama,  five  dozen  (181b.);  Mr.  Stanfield,  Wakefield,  on 
same  loch  twenty-two  (71b.);  Messrs.  Winn  and 
(jaudy,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  seventeen  (81b.) ;  Mr.  Mason 
Loudon,  on  Lake  Boarlan,  three  dozen  (111b  )  •  Mr' 
Luggat,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty  (121b.);  Baron  De 
Keuter,  London,  on  Loch  Cama,  three  dozen  (111b.)  • 
and  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gaudy,  on  Loch  Urigill,  241b 
On  May  28,  Baron  de  Reuter,  on  Loch  Urigtll,  forty- 
/•^oTi.%  """^^  Winn  and  Gandy,  130 

iff  L,??  ^^^y,^'-^'  Baron  De  Reuter,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifty  (151b  )  ;  and  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy,  on  same 
loch,  ninety-two  (261b.).— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddel.-On  INIay  26  there  was  a 
good  fall  of  ram  in  the  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale 
districts,  since  which  time  sport  has  been  on  the 
increase.    Mr.  A.  MacMillan,  fishing  in  the  Border 
^sk,  nad  a  sea-trout  weighing  close  on  21b.    At  Glen- 
'     l-  f  H^J^kness,  whose  fishing  experience  is 
unique,  had  a  few  sea-trout  in  the  Langholm  water; 
Mr  btorey,  and  other  anglers,  have  done  fairly  well 
with  sea-trout,  and  other  anglers  located  in  Langholm 
have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches  and  the  tributaries,  especially  in  the  Ewes  and 
iarras     Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Liddel  water 
m  the  Burumouth  district.    Fishing  in  the  Hermitage 
water,  Mr.  John  Carruthers,  Newcastleton,  had  41b  of 
yellow  trout,  and  41b.  in  the  Liddel ;  and  Mr.  Dickie 
iiurnmouth,  creeled  some  fine  yellow  trout  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  J.  G.  Jenkins  had  two  nice  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddel 
weighing  close  on  71b.,  and  41b.  of  burn  trout  in  the 
Hermitage  water.    Mr.  H.  Smart  and  Mr.  F  L  R 
Lee  Portobello,  had  baskets  of  31b.  each,  and  Mr.  J. 
-t  Idler,  Carlisle,  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  section  of  the  Liddel  and  the  Hermitage.  The 
Creeper  still  continues  to  be  the  favourite  bait,  and  is 
at  present,  the  best  all-round  lure.— Gilnockie 
■      peveron   (Banifshire).-Little  or  no  rain  has 
fallen  during  the  past  month,  and  the  water  of  the 
m-er  Deveron  is  now  running  very  low  and  clear. 
Ex^ccpt  m  the  deeper  pools  fish  are  getting  scarce,  the 
sating  at  the  entrance  to  the  river  making  it  difficult 
tor  fish  ascending  unless  at  high  tide.    For  the  past 
week  there  has  scarcely  been  a  fish  killed  by  the  rod 
and  trout  fishing  is  also  backward.    In  the  Aberdeen 
Sherifi  Court  on  May  22,  Thomas  Morrison,  labourer 
was  fined  £3  19s.  Od.  with  £1  Is.  Od.  expenses,  charged 
tor  fishing  for  trout  or  fresh-water  fish  in  the  river 
Isla,  without  permission.    The  net  fishing  on  the  river 
and  adjacent  coast  fell  off  slightly  for  the  week  On 
the  river  the  fishermen  are  finding  it  hard  to  work  the 
nets,  which  at  times  are  full  of  the  growth  from  the 
bottom.    They  have  caught  no  grilse  as  yet.    On  the 
coast  some  fine  salmon  of  an  average  of  141b  were  got 
and  gnlse  of  Z^lh.    A  total  of  five  boxes  left  this  week 
up  to  Wednesday.— H.  W. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
btronachlachar  Hotel,  on  May  22,  the  following  had 
trout :— Mr.  Carrick,  13;  Mr.  King,  10;  Mr.  Jamieson,  9. 
On  May  23,  Mr.  Carrick,  19  ;  Mr.  Jamieson,  9  •  Mr 
King,  8  ;  Sir  Wm.  Marsh  and  Hon.  J.  Eraser,  6  On 
May  24,  Mr.  Carrick,  9;  Mr.  King,  6.  On  May  25, 
Mr.  Bankart,  12  ;  Messrs.  Carrick  and  Barclay,  11  • 
Mr.  Jamieson,  9;  Mr.  Buchanan,  7-  Mr  King  l  ' 
Mr.  Cunningham,  7  ;  Messrs.  Drayson'and  Birrell,  5 ' 
Mr.  Mowat,  2 ;  Jlessrs.  Ross,  2 ;  Sir  Wm.  Marsh  and 
Hon.  J.  Fraser,  2.  On  Ma.y  26,  INIr.  Jamieson,  12  • 
Mr.  King,  7;  Mr.  Carrick,  7;  Mr.  Bankart,  4;  Mr. 
Mowat,  4;  Mr.  Barclay,  4;  Mr.  Muller,  4;  Messrs. 
Drayson  and  Birrell,  3  ;  Messrs.  Ross,  3  ;  Mr 
Bucha,nan,  2.  On  May  28,  Messrs.  Drayson  and 
-Birrell,  9  ;  Mr.  Jamieson,  8  ;  Messrs.  Ross,  7  ;  Sir  Wm 
Marsh,  7;  Mr.  King,  6;  Mr.  Buchanan,  5:  Mr!' 
Mowat,  5. — Donald  Febguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— At  last  rain  has  come  in 
sliowers,  and  brought  with  it  a  great  improvement  in 


.„if  f,  HORSE  HAIR."-Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality 

^^il  I    In  ^"T^  !_     'engths,  best  quality,  suifclblefor 

Biea,  23.  6d  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  id.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  id.  each  ;  i  flies.  Is.  6d.  each  riv 
dressing  material  of  allkinds.-J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Angler/' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-atreet,  Leeds. 


spoit.    Pish  are  rising  freely,  but  the  wind  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  on  Tuesday  there  was  thunder 
m  the  air.    Some  big  creels  of  fish  have,  however 
been  brought  in.     Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey,  Edinburgh 
secured  sixty-two  trout,  341b.,  and  Mr.  Dunbar  had 
forty-five  of  the_  same  weight.    Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and 
Mr.  J  Mor«  Smieton,  Dundee,  captured  in  four  days 
seventy-five  trout,  52:b.,  their  best  creel  containing 
twenty-five  trout,  191b.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Scott 
Dmadee,  secured,  m  three  days,  thirty-seven  trout 
241b.  8oz.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London  (three  days) 
fifty.four  trout,  471b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Riddell,  London,  and 
Mr.  Cameron,  Armadale,   thirty  trout,  211b.  ■  Mr 
Thomson,   Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Finlay,  Edinburgh 
(two  days),  thirty-mne  trout,  241b.;  Mr.  W  Dewar 
Edinburgh,  eighteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Arthur  Smith 
??il    M  ®-  A^P,^""'^'  Edinburgh,  thirty  trout, 

If^-'  ^'^1°?;  Arbroath,  twenty  trout,  111b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Reilly  and  Mr.  Rushworth,  Colne,  twenty-four 
K'     Ir-'i  .Iflierwood,   Heywood,   and  Mr.^ 

Walker  Mirfield,  thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Smith  and 
Major  Breeks,  Newcastle,  nineteen  trout,  141b  4oz  • 
Mr.  Arthur  Smith,  Glasgow,  thirty-six  trout,  161b.  8oz'.', 

9mi.     M  '  w^^S'^"^  -l^y^)'  thirty-nine  trout 

291b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Black  and  Mr.  Davenport,  Shefiield 
twenty-one  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Manchester  . 
nineteen  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Bourchier  Chilcott  and 
Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndeau,  nineteen  trout,  91b.  8oz.  Mr 
Morrison  and  Mr.  Docherty,  Paisley,  had  the  best 
evening  s  fishing  here  this  season  on  Monday  their 
catch  being  seventeen  trout,  101b.  8oz.  Bothwell  and 
Blantyre  Club  was  the  most  successful  for  the  last 
few  weeks,  thirteen  rods  having  captured  with  fly  on 
Monday  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  trout.  The  first 
prize  creel  contained  twenty-eight  trout,  151b  3oz  • 
the  second  prize-winner,  who  was  in  the  same  boat! 
had  twenty-seven  trout,  131b.  loz.  The  heaviest  trout 
captured  during  the  week  weighed  21b.  loz.,  and  was 
killed  with  fly.  The  number  of  trout  caught  during 
Monday  and  Tuesday  was  seven  hundred  and  fiftv 
nine. — Robebt  Laing. 

^^''^^^^^J^oy^^sl—FisUng  from  Foyers  Hotel, 
on  May  20,  Colonel  Egerton  had  six  trout,  3ilb.,  on 
Loch  Mhor ;  Captain  Walsh  and  Mr.  Morgan,  thirteen 
trout,  6ilb  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  eight  trout,  4ilb.  On  May  21 
Colonel  Payler,  on  Lochness,  eighteen  trout,  61b. ;  on 
Loch  Mhor,  Colonel  Egerton,  ten  trout,  4^1b.  ;  Captain 
Walsh,  five  trout,  3Ib. ;  Mr.  Morgan,  six  trout,  2Alb 
On  May  22,  on  Loch  IMhor,  Colonel  Payler,  afteen 
ti-out,  01b.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  three  trout,  141b.;  Colonel 
Egerton,  three  trout,  31b. ;  Captain  WalSh,  two  trout, 
lib  On  May  23,  Mr.  Gibbous,  twenty-two  trout,  01b 
on  Loch  Knockie  ;  Colonel  Payler,  four  trout  21b  ' 
on  Lochness  ;  Captain  Walsh,  three  trout,  lib  On 
May  26,  Colonel  Payler  and  Colonel  Egerton,  on  Loch 
Mhor,  thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  forty-ei-^ht 
trout,  191b.,  on  Loch  Knockie.— S.  Tilston 

North-East   of   Scotland.— On    the'  Braemar 
waters  Mr.  McCullooh  has  been  creeling  a  few  fish 
from  61b.  to  T^lb.,  while  Mr.  Basset  and  Mr.  Harris 
are  also  doing  well.     On  the  Balmoral  waters  his 
Majesty's  keepers  and  on  the  Ballater  waters  Mr 
Bnstow's  rods  are  having  five  or  six  fish  daily  Ori 
the  Cambus  O'May  section  Colonel  Parker  and  party 
are  doing  well,  and  on  Dinnet  fair  sport  is  being  had  by 
Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Laming,  and  others,  several  heavy  fish 
having  been  creeled,  scaling  up  to  241b.    On  the  Aboyne 
reaches  sport  is  very  good  under  existing  conditions 
Mr.  Slaneland  creeled  four  of  71b.,  71b.,  121b.,  and  171b 
Mr.  Haynes  four  of  7Ib.,  71b.,  71b.  and  81b.,  and  one  or 
two  on  the  Forest  O'Birse  and  Castle  Waters.  On 
Dess  Major  Davidson  has  had  one  or  two  every  day 
while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tenant,  on  Carlogie,  are  doing 
very  well,  their  water  being  in  capital  ply.    On  the 
Kincardine  Water  Mr.  Adam  S.  Bell,  Derby,  creeled 
his  maiden  fish,  a  beauty  of  91b.,  on  Tuesday  in  the 
Boat  pool,  and  later  on  had  the  first  grilse  of  the 
season  to  the  rod  on  the  Dee.    On  the  Woodend 
Water  the  Creeper  had  nine  to  his  own  rod  one 
day.    On  the  Commonty  and  Borrowstone  sections 
Mrs.  Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Brocklehurst,  and  Mr.  Worth- 
mgton    are    having    very    good    sport.      On  the 
Kmneskie    and  Banchory  sections    some  splendid 
sport  has  been  had,  chiefly   in  the  evenings  and 
mornings.    The  Don.— The  river  rose  thirteen  inches 
last  week,  but  very  few  fish  have  been  running  for  the 
favourable  volume  of  water.     The  water  has  been 
somewhat  discoloured,  but  is  now  clearing.    On  the 
Grandholm,  Mr.  Lewis  Haslem  is  having  fair  sport,  but 
the  best  baskets  are  being  made  on  the  Parkhill, 
Kmtore,  and  upper  waters.     Dr.  Rennie  and  Mr! 
Brazier  are  having  fair  trouting  on  the  Alford  waters, 
and   Sir    Charles    and     Lady    Forbes    on  Castle 
Newe    waters  with    the    smallest    of    trout  flies 
of  the  Professor  and  Red  Quill   order.     On  the 
Ugie  splendid  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being 
got  daily.     This  small  stream  now  reserved  for 
anglers  at  nominal  charges  is  easily  fished  from 
Peterhead  or  any  of  the  villages  along  its  eight  miles 
open  waters.    Mr.  ]\Iackay,  the  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Aberdeen,  has  the  letting  rights,  weekly  tickets  being 
had  for  10s.  and  monthly  for  £1.    June,  July,  and 
August  are  good  for  brown  trout,  September  and 
October  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  angling.  The 
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average  baskets  now  being  got  run  from  101b.  to  121b 
with  a  good  few  finnock  and  chance  of  salmon.  On 
tnL  "T"?'  .^^a™<'«l^  Lodge  and  Huntly  very 
good  sport  18  being  got,  trout  being  now  in  fine 
condition  and  coming  readily  to  the  fly  — G  M 

Oyerscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairff  N.B )  — 
On  May  25,  Messrs.  Beard  and  Rees,  Birkenhead  on 
the  Upper  Fiag  beat,  sixteen  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs. 
Wright  Essex,  on  Loch  Markland,  twenty  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Robson  Sunderland,  on  Top  Shin,  five  trout,  31b. ; 
Messrs.  Harding  and  Wood,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Griam 
forty-one  trout,  81b. ;  and  Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle,  on 
WrTX^'^^^  t™"t.  51b.    On  May  26,  Messrs. 

Wright  landed  one  dozen  trout,  51b.,  on  mid-Shin  ; 
Messrs  Harding  and  Wood,  on  Loch  Griam,  thirteen 
31b.  and  Mr  Robson,  on  Loch  Mirkland,  fifteen 
trout^one  of  which  weighed  2ilb.,  and  the  whole  101b. 
On  May  27,  Mr.  Clarke,  London,  on  Fiag  Beat,  got 
thirteen  trout  S^lh.  On  May  28,  Messrs.  Wright,  on 
I  w sixteen  trout,  6 Jib. ;  Messrs.  Harding 
M  '  e^id-Shin,  seven  trout,  31b.,  heaviest 
a  r '  ¥/'  ^w®!  ^""^^"^  ^'^S.  one  dozen  trout 
4|  b. ,  Messrs  Wright,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty  trout 
failb. ;  Colonel  Sharp,  on  mid-Shin,  eight  trout,  3ilb. 
Mr.  Robson  on  Upper  Fiag,  one  dozen,  51b. ;  Messrs 
lieard  and  Rees,  on  Lower  Fiag,  eleven  trout,  4ilb 
and  Messrs.  Harding  and  Wood,  on  Lower  mid-Shin, 
eight  trout,  3Jlb.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.).— 
borne  very  good  baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the 
neighbouring  lochs  during  the  past  week  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Spurhng,  Mr.  D.  Maclver,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  and  others.  Without  going  into  details 
It  may  be  stated  that  trout  ranged  up  to  2ilb.  in 
weight  and  that  on  Saturday  last  Mrs.  SpurUng  made  a 
eaclT— B  °^  ^^^^^^  averaging  Jib. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  remain  unchanged 
and  are  dead  low  and  clear.  Sport  in  the  Border 
streams  is  at  its  lowest  ebb  in  May.  In  the  Annan  a 
goodly  number  of  kelt  salmon  are  in  the  river  unable 
to  get  seawards  owing  to  low  streams  and  caul  passes. 
Angling  m  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  Jim  Moscrop 
/i!,r  ^^"^■'^y  yellow  trout  on  Monday  morning 

(May  20)  with  a  creeper  bait.  On  Friday  (May  24) 
Mr  J .  Jackson,  the  well-known  fly  dresser  of  Dumfries, 
killed  oyer  two  dozen  yellow  trout  with  the  creeper  on 
h  nday  (May  24)  in  Hoddom  water.  He  had  one  good 
fish  of  3 Jib.  Mr.  R.  L.  Cowan  had  a  small  lot.  In  the 
middle  reaches  Mr.  T.  Jardine,  Lockerbie,  had  a  basket 
ot  yellow  trout  weighing  141b.  Sea-trout  are  not  making 
much  of  a  show  in  the  Firth  nets.  Angling  is  also 
very  poor  in  the  north  at  present  on  account  of  the 
low  streams.  From  the  Ayrshire  district  some 
accounts  of  sport  reach  me.  Loch  Doon  of  Dal- 
melhngton  has  given  good  baskets  since  last  report. 
Mr.  McKennie  and  party,  fishing  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel  boat  on  May  22,  killed  sixty-seven  trout,  and 
Mr.  Eadie  caught  fifty-six  on  the  same  day.  Mr. 
Deans  and  friend  caught  thirty-seven.— Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Good  sport  is  still  being 
enjoyed  by  anglers  on  the  Spey.  On  Friday  (May  24)  from 
the  Western  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Archibald  Smith  landed 
two  salmon  of  lOIb.  and  61b.,  and  on  the  following  day 
another  two  of  121b.  and  7Ib.,  while  Mr.  Duncan, 
fisherman,  had  one  of  lljlb.  From  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  fisherman, 
landed  one  of  171b.  A  salmon  was  also  taken  from  the 
Laggan  House  water  last  week.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Rain  fell  heavily  from  May  26  till  May  28,  but  with 
the  long  spell  of  dry  and  warm  weather  the  rivers  rose 
very  httle  — only  a  matter  of  nine  inches  — which 
only  caused  the  bottom  of  the  river  to  stir  up  the 
green  dirt,  and  make  fishing  almost  impossible,  till  it 
settled  down  again.  On  Floors  upper  water  on  Friday 
(May  24)  Mr.  Woolley  had  a  nice  dish  of  trout  of  61b., 
and  on  Saturday  (May  25)  5Jlb. ;  oh  Monday  (May  27) 
the  same  gentleman  had  a  salmon  of  7Jlb.,  and  51b.  of 
trout ;  on  the  Birgham  water  on  Saturday  (May  25) 
Lord  Dunglass  had  two  salmon,  and  on  the  Hender- 
syde  stretch  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  two  of  7Jlb.  and  81b. ; 
on  the  Teviot  Mr.  J.  Cant  had  61b.  of  trout  on  Monday 
(May  27),  and  on  Eden  the  same  day  Mr.  J.  Hogg  had 
91b. ;  on  the  Tweed  Mr.  E.  Bond  had  61b.  A  good 
flood  IS  much  required,  and  fishing  will  be  of  very 
little  use  till  we  get  one. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 


Bann.— The  hard  east  wind  and  bright  sunshine 
that  were  so  long  experienced  have  given  place  to 
spring-like  showers  and  a  higher  temperature.  This 
has  caused  large  numbers  of  sedges  to  rise  to  the 
surface  and  trout  rising  to  take  them  down  again. 
There  has  been  capital  sport  on  all  the  reaches  and 
large  baskets,  taken.  On  May  21,  one  gentleman 
fishing  at  Toome  took  281b.  of  trout,  largest  41b.  The 
few  salmon  anglers  who  were  on  the  river  had  some 
grand  sport.  On  the  Coronroe  reach,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson  and  party  took  ten  salmon  for  the  week,  scaling 
from  lOlb.  to  191b.  Mr.  Wolff's  fisherman  had  five 
salmon  in  two  days,  from  91b.  to  141b.  On  the 
Kilrea  section,  Mr.  J.  McCarry  had  one  salmon, 
91b.,  on  May  27.    The  run  of  large  spring  fish 
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continues  to  come  into  the  river.  There  are 
more  large  salmon  now  in  the  lower  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  Bann  than  it  and  all  its  tributaries 
contained  for  the  past  five  years.  Some  idea  may  be 
had  of  the  strength  of  the  run,  when,  in  one  draught 
of  the  net  at  the  Cranagh  on  May  23,  there  were  forty- 
five  salmon  of  an  average  weight  of  141b.  This  should 
clearly  prove  that  kelts  do  not  all  return  to  the  river 
the  same  year  that  they  go  to  the  sea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trouting  on  the  Wood- 
burn  Dams  shows  fair  results  despite  the  scorching 
weather.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  killed 
six  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  S.  R.  Agnew  three,  including  a 
three-pounder ;  Mr.  H.  Scott,  twelve ;  Mr.  H.  Arm- 
strong, ten  ;  Mr.  T.  Wilson,  six  ;  Mr.  J.  Orr,  six  ;  Mr. 
T.  Palmer,  ten ;  Mr.  Blaine,  eight,  including  one  of 
51b. ;  Mr.  Coates,  six ;  Mr.  Colville,  eight,  and  Messrs. 
Littlewood,  Robinson,  Miller,  and  Smith  had  a  few 
fish  each. — J.  A.  B. 

CroUy,  Loughanure  and  Kosses  (Dungloe, 
CO.  Donegal.) — For  the  past  three  weeks  salmon 
have  been  running  up  Crolly  River,  but  owing  to  the 
unpropitious  weather  there  has  been  no  fishing  yet. 
This  week  some  60,000  sea-trout  fry  were  turned  out 
of  Dungloe  hatchery  into  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Although 
the  weather  was  very  bright  and  hot  again  during  the 
past  week,  some  fine  fresh  run  salmon  were  landed. 
Mr.  R.  Crawford  had  one  of  151b.  on  May  24,  and 
during  the  past  week  Mr.  Brady  took  two  of  161b.  each  ; 
and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Verner  took  three  salmon  of  151b., 
101b.,  and  71b.  A  heavy  run  of  salmon  has  been  coming 
into  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  now  that 
some  heavy  rain  has  fallen  some  good  sport  should  be 
had.  Trouting  on  the  Erne  during  the  evenings  of  the 
past  week  was  very  good,  and  the  Masters  Crawford 
caught  a  nimiber  of  trout,  several  of  them  weighing 
3Jlb.,  4flb.,  and  51b.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  has  also  had 
some  good  trout  during  the  week.  At  Belleek  some 
fine  trout  were  also  caught  in  the*  late  evenings. 
Mr.  Beady  caught  six  trout  on  Tuesday  night  last, 
(largest  3Jlb.)  and  several  other  fine  trout  of  41b.  and 
51b.  each  were  taken  by  other  anglers  in  the  same 
locality.  Sir  E.  Bates  and  friend.  Sir  W.  Williams  and 
Captain  Williams  caught  some  nice  trout  also  during 
the  past  week.  The  May  Fly  has  been  out  on  Lough 
Erne  for  several  days. — M.  Bogan  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  continues  in  a  very  back- 
ward state  on  all  the  Kerry  rivers,  in  consequence  of 
continued  tropical  weather.  '  On  even  the  rivers  that 
flowed  or  issued  from  lakes  no  sport  was  had  at  salmon 
recently,  and  trout  fishing  afiorded  little  or  no  sport. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough   Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  been  very  backward  since  last  report  owing 
to  continued  bright  and  very  hot  weather.  No  salmon 
have  been  had  to  my  knowledge  on  lake  or  river,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougli  Mask. — The  following  anglers  are  fishing 
above  water  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur : — 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Allix,  Colonel  Forster,  Colonel  Carter, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carlyon,  Messrs.  Sykes,  Walmsley,  Cockburn,  Jameson, 
Stace,  Boucher,  Pery,  Collins,  and  Sabin.  Fly 
fishing  has  only  just  begun,  being  a  fortnight  late,  but 
trolling  for  the  past  month  has  broken  the  record 
of  any  previous  year,  twice  the  number  of 
trout  being  caught,  mainly  owing  to  preservation. 
The  following  are  a  few  of  the  takes : — Mr.  Lane, 
fifty-two  trout,  1011b.  (largest  trout,  7pb.),  and  six 
pike  (largest,  331b.),  can  be  seen  at  Cooper's,  London  ; 
thus  Mr.  Carlyon  in  fourteen  days  caught  forty  brown 
trout,  521b.,  and  eight  large  trout,  weighing  461b. 
Mr.  Wyett,  in  three  days,  got  twelve  trout.  Among 
the  lot  was  a  beautiful  trout  of  111b.  Can  be  seen  at 
Williams's,  Dame-street,  Dublin.  June  is  our  best  fly 
month. — J.  A.  J. 

IiOUgli  Melvin. — Owing  to  the  bright  calm  weather 
during  the  past  week  sport  was  not  so  good.  Major 
Lawrence  landed  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  Mr.  Farrell 


one  of  8|lb.  Mr.  Dohcrty  landed  a  trout,  4|lb.,  on 
May  27,  and  some  decent  catches  of  gillarooes  and 
brown  trout  were  made  in  the  evenings  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week,  and  sport  is  now  improving. — 
M.  EoGAN  &  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tsrrone). — Matters 
piscatorial  have  not  improved  on  the  Mourne 
since  last  notes.  A  little  rain  fell,  but  nothing  of  any 
use  to  anglers.  Trouting  has  now  been  suspended 
practically  for  a  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good 
order,  but  there  has  been  nothing  done  since  my  last 
report,  owing  to  bright  sunshine.  The  summer  fish 
are  beginning  to  come  up  now,  and  if  we  had  a  change 
in  the  weather  wo  would  have  some  sport.  The  lower 
parts  of  the  river  show  some  fine  white  trout. — John 
Devebs. 

Moy,  Ziouglis  Conn  and  CuUeh  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  much  against  angling ;  a 
change  is  much  required  for  good  sport.  Mr.  H. 
Walton  had  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  W.  Marks,  one 
salmon,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Spellman,  two  salmon,  91b. 
and  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Forbes,  two  grilse,  31b.  and  3 Jib. 
On  Lough  Spennings,  Mr.  Warren  had  salmon, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Davis,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Dr.  Burge,  one 
grilse,  31b.  Dr.  Fletcher  hooked  a  pike  and  played  it 
for  over  an  hour,  but  he  got  away.  It  must  have 
been  over  601b.  the  boatman  swears. — Pat  Hbarnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe) — Sport 
on  Lough  Derg  has  improved,  and  our  English  visitors 
and  others  are  making  up  for  past  disappointments. 
Many  fine  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  "  dap."  Mr. 
R.  Buckworth,  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley, 
Mr.  B.  Wheatly,  jun..  Dr.  George  Elliott,  and  others, 
are  doing  well  among  the  big  lake  trout.  A  lady 
got  three  freshly-run  salmon  on  the  preserves  this 
week  weighing  151b.,  111b.,  and  91b.,  besides  several 
lovely  trout.  Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Daniel  had  five  salmon, 
Mr.  Sperling  killed  one  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  Wray  one  of 
181b.  We  expect  good  sport  with  the  grilse  during 
June  and  July. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed  one  peel,  2f  lb. ;  on  Newgarden,  Mr 
Phelps  killed  one  peel,  If  lb. ;  on  Hermiiage,  Lord 
Massy  killed  two  salmon,  131b.  and  171b. ;  on  Wood- 
lands, Mr.  G.  W.iGreenhill  killed,  on  the  27th,  two 
salmon,  121b.  and  191b. ;  on  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr. 
T.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  15^1b. ;  on  the 
Worldsend  fishery  Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon, 
161b. — John  Eneight  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Ve3rl;aux. — May  27. — The  past  week  has  produced 
nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  way  of  sport,  neither 
have  the  anglers  drawn  blank.  Mr.  Baikes  got  three, 
good  trout  one  day  in  the  Vaudois,  where  there  are 
few  small  ones  to  be  met  with  as  a  rule.  After  this  a 
gush  of  snow-water,  due  to  the  sudden  warmth  of  the 
weather,  made  the  waters  turbid.  Still  fly  fishers  had 
few  or  no  blank  days,  and  such  sizeable  Stockalper 
trout  as  came  to  creel  fought  well  in  the  swift  water 
and  appeared  to  advantage  at  table,  a  couple  of  them 
being  worth  three  of  those  from  any  other  local  water. 
The  May  Flies  are  coming  on  slowly,  and  the  streams 
now  contain  shoals  of  the  teasing  little  ablettes,  often 
attaching  themselves  as  the  flies  are  withdrawn  for  a 
fresh  cast.  The  rushes,  too,  are  shooting  up  as  fast, 
if  not  as  high,  as  bamboos,  and  will  shortly  render 
much  of  the  lower  reaches  unfishable.  People  are 
departing  for  cooler  regions,  and  the  fishing  field  will 
soon  be  left  to  the  patient,  wily*  and  successful 
natives. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  glorious  weather  and 
calm  seas  for  some  weeks  past,  and  numbers  of  boat 
anglers  are  now  off  daily,  chiefly  over  the  Hospital 
ground.  On  Whit  Monday  several  "  schools"  of 
mackerel  came  close  in  (within  a  mile  of  the  shore), 
and  a  few  hundred  were  taken  with  seine  nets.  At 
time  of  writing  (29th)  sea  as  calm  as  a  mill  pond, 
temperature  up  to  110'^  in  the  sun.    Wind  E. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Visiting  anglers  at  Whitsuntide 
found  sport  almost  at  a  standstill,  though  some  lively 
sport  was  experienced  among  the  nurse-dogs,  of  which 
lively  species  nearly  five  dozen  were  taken  from  the 
pier  in  three  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings,  Mr.  B. 
Richardson,  and  Mr.  A.  Richardson  were  especially 
fortunate  in  their  captures.  During  the  last  two  days 
little  has  been  done  except  among  the  pouting,  and 
these  have  run  very  small  though  somewhat  numerous. 
Great  numbers  of  mackerel  may  daily  be  seen  school- 
ing in  the  vicinity. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Dm'ing  the  past  four  days  sport  has  been 
really  first-rate.  Pollack  anglers  had  from  a  dozen  to 
two  dozen  fish,  and  anglers  out  ostensibly  after  bottom 
fish  had,  on  an  average,  about  150  fish  to  each  rod  or 
hand-line  since  Monday  last,  the  fish  consisting 
chiefly  of  cod,  mackerel,  haddocks,  gurnard,  and 
whiting.— T.  J.  D. 

Penzance. — Bod-fishing  from  the  Newlyn  pier 
heads  has  been  very  disappointing  for  weeks  past,  but 


during  the  past  week  some  good  sized  pollack  have 
been  taken.  Our  mackerel  drift  net  fishing  is  now  in 
full  swing. — H. 

Plymouth. — Some  nice  pollack  have  been  taken 
during  the  week  in  different  parts  of  the  Sound,  but 
the  largest  have  boon  caught  outside  the  breakwater. 
A  lady  and  her  daughter  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yealm  last  'week  had  some  fine  sport,  taking  some 
fish  about  41b.  in  weight.  She  caught  them  with  the 
india-rubber  bait,  after  trying  the  natural  bait  without 
success.  Some  schools  of  bass  have  been  seen  off 
Penlee,  and  they  are  worth  trying  for.  There  is 
plenty  of  pier  fishing.— W.  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  in  the  bay  has  been  good  all 
the  week,  benefited  by  the  change  of  wind,  and  all  the 
boats  have  had  good  catches  of  dabs,  large  and  in  good 
condition.  The  Iron  Pier  has  afforded  some  good  eels 
and  dabs,  but  from  the  West  Pier  very  little  sport  has 
been  had. — Grey  Mui.lett. 

Valentia. — Sport  is  now  first-class  at  and  around 
this  station,  the  fish  caught  being  principally  gurnard, 
whiting,  and  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^i-efurcs. 

June  3. 

Central  Association  :  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Angling  Association  :    Benting    and  preservation 
meeting. 
June  4. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Visit. 
June  5. 

B.S.A.S.:  Special  general  meeting. 
June  8. 

Cobden  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

June  9. — Dalston  :  Outing  to  Ongar. 
,,    10. — North  London  :  Visit. 
,,    11. — Good  Intent ;  Distribution. 
,,    12. — Anchor  Fishing  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    12. — Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 
,,    14. — Anglers'   Benevolent   Society  :  Committee 
meeting. 

„    16.— West  Ham  Brothers:  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. 

,,    16. — Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
,,    19. — D'Oyley  Arms  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,    30. — "  H.  S.  Norris "  benefit   competition  at 
Langley. 


IReports  from  Clubs, 


Reports  (to  en/ture   iiisertto^i)  must  arrive  by  Jirsl 
post  mi  Thumday  mornhig. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
June  3,  at  8.30  p.m. — B.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Brunswick 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree,  Brunswick- 
road,  Poplar,  on  June  4.  Anglers  and  friends  who 
will  favour  us  with  their  company  will  oblige.—  G. 
Manning.  ~- 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
10s.  6d.  annual  subscription!  from  the  School  Board 
Anglers.  The  committee  will  meet  on  Friday,  June  14. 
— S.  Malby. 

Batteesea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Waudsworth-road,  S.W. — At  our  meeting  on 
May  28  the  following  were  elected  working  members  : 
Mr.  J.  Nosworthy,  Mr.  J.  Woodman,  and  Mr.  William 
Dejonge.  Mr.  G.  S.  Ireland  and  Mr.  C.  G.  W.  Ireland 
were  proposed  as  working  members.  I  shall  be  glad  if 
all  members  requiring  privilege  tickets  will  let  me  know 
by  next  Tuesday. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belghave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — On  May  23  arrangements  were 
made  for  our  first  outing  in  the  season,  which  will  be 
roving.  Mr.  F.  Hudson  was  elected  a  working  member. 
Those  requiring  privilege  tickets  please  apply  as  early 
as  possible. — Roaciipole. 

Bloomsbdry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —The  twenty- 
ninth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  on  May  22,  on  which  occasion  the  chair  was 
ably  filled  by  Mr.  R.  Lummer,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  Pailes. 
After  the  supper  our  chairman  distributed  the  prizes, 
Messrs.  J.  Boach,  F.  S.  Pavett,  F.  W.  Stocker,  C. 
Davis,  and  J.  Drew  being  the  chief  recipients.  A 
good  prize  list  was  then  booked  for  the  coming  season, 
to  which  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  any  additions. 
On  May  29  Mr.  G.  Stocker  was  elected  an  honorary 
member. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  .\rms.  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  takes  place  on  June  19.  Mr.  B.  G.  Wood- 
ruff has  consented  to  take  the  chair.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  sec  as  many  members  and  friends  as  can  make  it 
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FLOATING 


On  Eyed  Hooks. 


Drake  Wings,  Straw  and  Wool  Bodies,  assorted  shades 
Summer  Duck  or  Egyptian  Goose  Wings,  assorted  bodies 

Hackled  May  Flies  _ 

Spent  Gnat  (Halford's  pattern)  - 


per  doz.  5s. 
„    7s.  6d, 
3s. 

,)  5s. 


CUMMINS'  SELECTED  UNDRAWN  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards,  tapered,  1/3  each.    A  splendid  cast 

for  May  Fly  Fishing;. 

CUMMINS'  PATENT  BRASS  OIL  BOTTLE. 

For  I>i?y  Fly  FisHiixg,  X/6  ea^cK. 


UNBREAKABLE. 

DOES  NOT  LEAK. 


THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER  says 
"I  shall  always  use  it" 


"  I  find  your  Patent  Oil  Bottle  excellent,  and  will  never  use  a  glass  one  again."— B.  L.  M. 
"  I  find  your  Patent  Oil  Bottle  most  satisfactory." — Capt.  W.  S. 
''The  Patent  Oil  Bottle  is  very  good."~W.  J.  C. 

"  It  is  the  only  Bottle  I  have  used  which  does  not  allow  the  oil  to  evaporate  in  a  few  days  "— H  C  H 
"The  Patent  Oil  Bottle  is  most  handy."  --B.  B.  K.  j  ■         .     .  . 

"A  useful  and  effective  addition  to  the  Dry  Ply  Fisher's  gear." — Sir  H.  M. 
"It  is  likely  to  answer  its  purpose  admirably." — John  Bickbrdyke.''; 
"  It  comprises  a  groat  number  of  advantages. "~H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  Esq. 
"  I  think  the  invention  very  neat,  very  simple,  and  very  ingenious." — Hamish  Hay  Stuart,  Esq. 

"  I  have  found  yom-  Patent  Oil  Bottle  much  the  best  I  have  yet  used,  and  the  only  one  which  has  not  leaked  "— H  C  H 

"The  Patent  Oil  Bottle  is  very  nice." — E.  K. 

"Your  Oil  Bottle  yives  the  greatest  satisfaction." — G.  W.  G. 

"The  Patent  Oil  Bottle  pleases  me  much."— W.  H.  W.  G. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 


North  of  England  Rod  Works, 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


Catalogue  of  High  Class  Rods  and  Tackle  FREE. 


ESTAIBX^ISIIED   44  YEARS. 
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possible  to  attend.  The  tickets  for  same  are  now  to 
hand.  We  have  several  more  prizes  to  come  in,  and  I 
hope  members  will  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by 
sending  me  their  names  at  once. — H.  Moore. 

Cambkidgb  Heath  Bbothbbs  Angling  Society:, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  June  4  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
and  concert  takes  place,  to  which  ladies  are  cordially 
invited.  Mr.  J.  Kramer,  om-  new  host,  will  provide  us 
with  a  lady  pianist  during  the  evening,  also  with  some 
talent.  I  trust  the  prizes  not  yet  to  hand  will  be 
forthcoming  by  that  night.  We  have  arranged  with 
our  old  friend  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  to  give  his  reading  on  the 
Suffolk  Stour  on  Jime  9,  which  was  postponed  owing 
to  pressure  of  business. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  fifteenth  annual  supper 
and  distribution  took  place  on  May  22,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Hoodless  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Parker  vice.  The  cloth 
being  removed  after  a  most  enjoyable  supper,  the 
business  of  the  evening  was  proceeded  with.  Mr. 
Cook  took  the  gross  weight  of  all  fish  prize,  vyith  24Glb. 
of  fish ;  Mr.  Parker  gross  weight  roach,  with  over 
1001b. ;  Mr.  Taylor  ditto  jack  ;  Mr.  Whipps,  specimen 
jack,  131b.  8|oz. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  ditto  roach,  lib.  lOoz. 
The  principal  private  prize  winners  were  Messrs. 
Taylor,  winning  ten;  Cook,  five;  Adam;<five  ;  Mann, 
Whipps,  A.  C.  Hoodloss,  A.  E.  Hoodless,  Brock,  W. 
Andrews,  T.  Dykes,  Parker,  Fuller,  Galloway,  etc.  A 
very  good  prize  list  is  promised  for  the  coming  season, 
and  we  hope  to  add  to  same.  The  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  harmony ;  Mr.  Hooley  presided 
at  the  piano. — B.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — A  com- 
mittee meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday,  June  3,  at 
9  o'clock  sharp. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  Will  members 
attend  on  June  4  to  arrange  about  their  new  privilege 
tickets  for  the  ensuing  season.  I  also  wish  to  remind 
honorary  members  that  subscriptions  are  now  due, 
and  that  forwarding  them  to  me  as  soon  as  possible 
will  save  a  great  delay  in  issuing  their  new  privilege 
tickets  in  time  for  June  16. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  Members  please 
come  up  on  Wednesday  (June  5)  to  settle  library  rules, 
and  give  in  names  for  xjrivilege  tickets. — Secretary. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington-park-road, Netting  Hill,  W. — Since  last  report 
we  have  made  Iilr.  J.  Bennett  and  Mr.  F.  Grainger 
working  members.  Next  Tuesday,  June  4,  being  the 
end  of  the  quarter,  a  special  general  meeting  will  be 
held,  and  as  there  is  a  lot  of  business  to  be  done, 
members  will  oblige  by  attending  early. — G.  King. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — Our  distribution  of 
prizes  takes'place  on  June  11.  The  secretary  will  be 
at  the  club-house  on  June  8,  from  7  till  10,  to  receive, 
and  on  June  10  to  pay  out.  I  trust  members  and 
friends  will  show  up  on  the  occasion. — R.  Muephy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — All  members  are  specially  desired 
to  make  every  effort  to  attend  meeting  nights  so  as  to 
enable  those  who  take  a  pleasure  in  furthering  the 
interests  of  the  society  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  coming  season. — E.  S.  C. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  June  9,  Mr.  Albert  Derry, 
of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society,  will  read  his  famous 
paper,  entitled  "  Angling  and  Its  Politics,"  at  the 
above  house,  to  commence  at  eight  o'clock.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff.  Will  members 
please  note  that  June  11  is  distribution  night,  and  will 
donors  of  prizes  please  let  us  have  the  same  on  or 
before  that  date  if  possible. — E.  Bishop. 

Ilpoed  and  District  Piscatorial  Society. — This 
society  has  leased  Langford  Hall  Fishery  for  the  entire 
use  of  members.  We  have  also  got  Ilford  House 
included  on  the  list  of  privilege  houses.  Everything 
points  to  us  having  a  most  successful  season. — F.  C. 
Welling. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Will  members  kindly 
show  up  in  full  force  on  Tuesday,  as  that  is  the  last 
night  for  arranging  the  number  who  are  going  to  the 
outing  ? — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The 
distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  took  place  on 
May  29,  on  which  occasion  the  members  had  a  supper, 
served  in  a  very  nice  manner  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
A.  Caley.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward, 
faced  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Stacey.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared, 
the  prizes  were  presented  with  the  usual  formality,  and 
during  the  evening  many  capital  songs  were  rendered 
by  Messrs.  G.  Chippendale,  C.  Hayward,  Watkins, 
Butt,  C.  P.  Bolt,  T.  Foster,  J.  W-.  Stacey,  B.  Hill,  J. 
Poole,  and  Bueberry ;  Mr.  Frank  Binder  also  enter- 
tained us  with  a  variety  of  instruments.  Votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
host,  and  pianists,  which  brought  the  evening  to  a 
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close.  The  members  will  open  the  season  by  com- 
peting for  three  "  specials"  on  Juno  16  at  Watering- 
bury.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— The  following 
members  have  been  elected  to  take  office  for  the 
following  season: — Messrs.  Tarr  (chainnan),  Stevens 
and  Farr  (auditors),  Richards  and  Evens  (delegates  to 
the  Central  Association),  Biggs  (scalesman),  and  W. 
Watling  (secretary).  There  are  still  a  few  members 
in  arrears,  and  I  hope  they  will  attend  next  week. 
A  benefit  has  been  arranged  on  behalf  of  Mr.  H. 
Killick,  who  has  been  laid  up  for  the  past  six  months ; 
particulars  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Anglers'  Cycling  Club,  Albion  Hotel, 
11,  Pembroke  Street,  Liverpool. — The  club  has  a 
membership  of  nearly  forty.  It  is  on  a  good  financial 
footing,  and  possesses  some  substantial  properties 
(mostly  gifts  from  members).  It  has  a  strong 
committee,  which  includes  such  names  as  Messrs. 
King,  Hughes,  Aird,  Grice,  Biggar  and  Jones.  We 
have  had  a  couple  of  successful  •  small  outings,  but 
the  cycle  run  arranged  for  Whitsuntide  had  to  b^ 
abandoned  through  unfavourable  weather.  The 
weekly  meetings  are  held  on  Wednesday  evenings. — 
John  O'Farrell. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — A  good  muster  turned  up 
at  our  last  weekly  meeting,  when  several  important 
matters  were  brought  forward  and  settled.  The 
Whitsuntide  competition  ended  in  a  complete  fiasco. 
Several  of  our  members  travelled  to  Llanymynech  to 
fish  the  Vyrnwy,  but  no  weighable  trout  were  taken  in 
consequence  of  the  extremely  low  state  of  the  water. 
The  same  result  was  obtained  at  our  Ruabon  water, 
and  we  all  returned  home  with  empty  creels.  Members 
can  obtain  a  ticket  to  fish  the  Meols  Lake,  should 
they  so  desire  it,  at  headquarters  on  any  club  night. — 

ROSICRUCIAN. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — Our  first  quarterly  meeting  will 
be  held  on  June  2,  at  9  p.m.  sharp,  for  the  election  of 
officers  and  other  important  business,  when  I  hope 
all  members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — 
F.  G.  Haines. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethpal-green.  —  Our  special 
annual  meeting  takes  place  on  June  5,  when  I  should 
like  to  see  as  many  of  our  members'  that  can  make  it 
convenient,  as  we  shall  require  their  names  to  send 
for  their  privilege  tickets. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  The  next  return 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  visiting  list  takes 
place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  June  10,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  the  clubs  on  the  list  present  to  answer  the 
roll  call. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — There  was  no  meeting 
on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  W.  S.  Partwright  weighed-in 
some  sea  tench  on  Tuesday,  but  we  do  not  know  what 
standard  to  adopt,  as  they  are  not  in  the  list  recognised 
by  the  Greshamites.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — I  beg  to  again  remind  members 
who  have  not  yet  paid  the  first  quarter's  subscription 
to  kindly  do  so  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Old 
Welsh  Harp  on  June  9,  at  3  p.m.,  and  I  shall  also  be 
glad  to  have  the  names  of  gentlemen  intending  to  take 
up  privilege  tickets.  The  new  season  ticljets  are 
ready. — G.  Schultz. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
May  26  Mr.  A.  Birch  weighed  in  a  nice  trout  of  2\\h. 
Hope  all  members  will  turn  up  next  Wednesday 
(June  5)  to  discuss  the  dinner.  The  distribution  takes 
place  on  June  12,  and  I  trust  all  prizes  will  be  in 
hand  on  that  date,  if  not  before. — George. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  May  29  very  few  members 
attended,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  Wednes- 
day, June  5,  when  there  will  be  a  general  meeting  to 
settle  all  quarterly  business.  Will  members  kindly 
take  note. — J.  Gibbons. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Tuesday  next 
being  quarterly  and  general  meeting  night,  I  hope  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  at  nine  o'clock 
sharp.  Honorary  members'  subscriptions  are  now 
due. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Botherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — 
On  June  4  the  Stockwell  Angling  Society  take  their 
first  visit  and  house  warming  at  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road.  I  trust 
they  will  have  a  good  visit  and  a  full  house. — A.  G. 
Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Camberwell-road,  S.E.  —  The  thirty-first 
annual  dinner  of  the  above,  the  oldest  angling  club 
south  of  the  Thames,  took  place  at  the  Masonic  Hall 
on  May  23,  Mr.  T.  J.  Frei  in  the  chair.  Many  valu- 
able prizes  were  offered  for  competition  in  the  ensuing 
season.    The  musical  department  was  ably  executed 
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by  Messrs.  St.  Albyn  (vicc-chair),  Pyle,  Horace 
Corbyn,  Frank  Rowland,  Bert  Moat,  and  Risebrook  ; 
also  the  Hudson  Banjo  Troupe.  Mr.  Walter  Judge  was 
the  pianist.  Nine  new  members  have  been  enrolled 
since  last  outing. — H.  M.  Clark. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  on  June  4,  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  concert,  for  the  election  of  five 
new  members,  and  other  very  important  business. — 
G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne  Road,  South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W. — Every- 
thing is  now  ready  for  the  visit  on  June  14.  The 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  June  11.  I  shall  be 
open  to  receive  the  money  for  privilege  tickets  on  the 
night  of  the  visit,  so  that  members  can  have  them  in 
time  for  the  opening  day. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— Members  are  requested  to 
attend  the  meeting  next  Tuesday  (June  4),  as  there  are 
plenty  of  arrangements  to  make  for  the  coming  season. 
— C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— Our  supper 
on  Wednesday,  May  22,  when  Mr.  F.  G.  Smith 
occupied  the  chair,  was  a  gieat  success,  and  every- 
body thoroughly  enjoyed  the  spread  catered  for 
by  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old-street,  E.G.  Afterwards  we 
had  a  very  nice  concert,  which  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Whicher,  Perseverance,  supported  by  the  great  Will 
Anthony,  Dot  Humphries,  Jack  Kerrison,  Mr.  Grace 
(Waltonians),  Mr.  Owen  (Lincoln),  Mr.  F.  Evans, 
with  sleight  of  hand,  T.  Roach  (largest  in  the 
club  room),  and  the  following  members — H.  Clark 
(chairman),  A.  J.  Haines,  F.  Lindsay,  W.  H.  Bouffler, 
a.nd  Mr.  T.  Lancaster  (pianist).  The  following  were 
prize  winners; — Messrs.  T.  Austen,  J.  Toothill,  W. 
Davis,  F.  Griffith,  H.  Clark,  G.  Smith,  and  W.  Bond. 
— W.  H.  Bouffler.  ■ 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Our  annual  dinner 
was  a  great  success,  our  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  was  in  the  chair,  being  assisted  by  Mr.  J. 
McNiel  in  the  vice.  The  following  very  ably  brought 
their  vocal  powers  into  action  : — Messrs.  F.  Carter, 
T.  Johnstone,  Melrose  and  Freeman,  G.  Spraggs, 
R.  Russell,  W.  Hawkins,  G.  Hall,  C.  Taylor,  W.  Powe, 
Gay  Ward,  and  G.  Powe.  Mr.  W.  Spraggs  was  at  the 
piano.  During  the  evening  the  chairman  distributed 
the  prizes  won  in  the  past  season  to  the  following : — 
Messrs.  H.  Templeman,  A.  Dungate,  A.  Glass,  J. 
Palmer,  and  W.  Kerry.  The  following  gentlemen 
very  kindly  offered  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season: — 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  Gay  Ward,  A.  Glass,  H. 
Templeman,  C.  Martin,  C.  Carter,  J.  Palmer,  W. 
Kerry,  C.  N.  Lindsay,  A.  Dungate,  our  host  and  hostess, 
also  daughter,  and  several  others. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-btreet,  Walworth,  S.E.—  Our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  was  a  great  success.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Willett,  and  the  vice  by  Mr. 
C.  Crocker.  The  following  members  were  the  prize 
winners  :  Messrs.  Papworth,  Gordon,  Jenkins,  Westoby, 
Cork,  Willett,  Rutter,  Cox,  Long,  and  Downs.  During 
the  evening  the  following  contributed  to  the  harmony  : 
- — Messrs.  Foskitt,  Varney,  Swayne,  Cork,  Keeble, 
Ryan,  Gordon,  Fuller,  Haines,  etc.  A  good  round 
number  of  prizes  were  added  to  our  already  long  list. 
We  made  four  new  members  : — Messrs.  Varney,  Hodd, 
Fuller,  and  Swain. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  annual  supper  took  place  on 
May  23,  when  most  of  the  members  and  several 
friends  partook  of  the  good  things  provided  by  our 
host.  After  the  usual  toasts,  harmony  followed,  some 
good  songs  being  rendered  bv  Messrs.  A.  Batten,  B. 
Williams,  G.  Styman,  W.  Mercer,  T.  Desart,  and 
several  others.  During  the  evening,  Mr.  Woodruff 
introduced  the  trustees'  cup,  which  is  to  be  competed 
for  by  the  members  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  a  v^ry  pleasant  evening 
to  a  close. — H.  Heir. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

24,631.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  R.  H.  Cantrell,  53, 
McDonough-street,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
U.S.A.  Fly  books  ;  tackle  cases.  A  sheet 
of  some  corrugated  material  is  fixed  between 
two  flat  and  shorter  sheets  to  form  pockets 
for  the  reception  of  the  hooks.  The  hooks 
may  be  kept  in  place  by  a  spring  or  by  a 
celluloid  cap. 
6,751.  Mr.  Walter  John  Turrell,  Cherwell  Lodge, 
Oxford.  "The  tale  spinner" — an  arrange- 
ment for  communicating  a  spinning  motion 
to  natural  fish  and  other  baits  in  fishuig  for 
pike  and  other  fish. 
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The  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society,  held  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  Brighton,  was, 
as  usual,  a  most  successful  and  enjoyable  function. 
The  chair  was  ably  occupied  by  the  Mayor,  who,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  the  club,  made  some  witty 
remarks  anent  the  ladies  who  honoured  the  society  by 
their  presence.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Gillam,  said  that 
they  now  numbered  120  members,  and  was  still 
increasing,  and  that  they  were  in  a  most  flourishing 
condition.  Mr.  W.  E.  Booth  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Ladies,"  and  Mr.  Tickle  ably  responded.  "  The 
Chairman"  was  received  with  acclamation,  and  his 
health  drunk  with  musical  honours.  An  exceptionally 
attractive  musical  programme  was  provided,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  spent. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Anglers  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening,  June  3. 


Mk.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  writes :  "  Since  my 
last  notes,  for  two  days  I  have  been  watching  the  shoals 
of  roach  and  dace  that  were  roving  along  the  Lark 
stream,  above  and  below  Barton  Mills.  The  dace  are 
clean  and  fit  to  take  on  June  16  (opening  day)  ;  the 
roach,  I  fear,  will  be  backward  this  season.  I  noticed 
several  eels  playing  havoc  with  the  roach  spawn.  In 
my  opinion  every  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
anglers  to  rid  the  rivers  of  these  pests."  On  Whit 
jMonday  several  small  trout  were  taken,  and  there  was 
a  good  rise  of  flv. 


Anglers,  far  and  near,  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  of  Eton,  has  suffered  serious  loss 
in  consequence  of  a  fire  which  occurred  on  May  26, 
the  whole  of  his  premises  being  destroyed.  Some 
splendid  stuffed  sj.cc. men  trout,  chub,  etc.,  were 
either  bm-u-t  or  damaged  by  water. 


The  May  number  of  the  "Angler's  Record"  is  to 
hand,  and  contain  much  interesting  reading.  In 
addition  to  the  "  Doings  of  the  Clubs,"  there  is  a 
capital  article  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Walbian,  entitled  "  Ripon 
on  the  Yore,"  being  No.  2  of  a  series  of  angling  resorts 
on  the  Yorkshire  rivers.  An  illustrated  article  also 
appears,  written  by  Mr.  Alfred  Jardiue,  entitled 
"  Playing  Fish  with  Line  On  and  Off  the  Hand." 


Me.  John  O'Faebell,  of  the  Liverpool  Anglers' 
Cycling  Club,  writes :— "  A  Liverpool  club  going 
fishing  on  Whit-Monday,  one  of  the  members  (Mr. 
T.  Smith),  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  lost  his  rod, 
but  another  gentleman  of  the  party  (Mr.  Strawley) 
came  to  the  refcue,  and  Ipnt  Mr.  Smith  his  rod,  which 
enabled  him  to  secure  the  first  prize."  Well  done 
Mr.  Strawley ! 

Last  week  I  asked  the  question,  "How's  this'" 
Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts,  the  Yorkshire  humorist, 
answers  :— "  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is 
wrong  in  a  few  unimportant  details.  However,  the 
really  important  mistake  is  your  spelling  of  'ease.' 
The  'girls'  schoolroom'  would,  of  course,  be  most 
interested  in  the  'chapel  of  he's.'  It  is  a  somewhat 
similar  case  to  the  ladies  at  church,  you  know — some 
look  at  the  Prayer-book  and  some  look  at  the  hivis." 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  (Kingston- 
on-Thames)  Fishing  Society  will  take  place  at  the 
Druid's  Head  Hotel,  Market-place,  Kingston,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  June  12.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  at  7.30  by  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  under  whose 
tegis,  as  also  of  secretary  Collins,  a  pleasant  evening 
is  assured. 


I  HAD  a  fish  dinner  at  Billingsgate  recently,  when  I 
met  several  prominent  wholesale  fish  salesmen.  In 
conversation  I  timidly  asked  a  gentleman,  who  is  one 
of  the  largest  dealers  in  salmon  and  trout,  what 
prospects,  in  liis  opinion,  had  the  Thames  of  again 
becoming  a  salmon  river?  His  answer  was  louder 
than  my  question,  but  he  thundered  out :  "  Dong 
it !  don't  salmon  come  up  every  day — as  far  as 
Billingsgate?".  .  - 

"  This  sort  of  weather  makes  me  wish  to  go  out  and 
whip  the  stream."    "If  you  feel  in  the  need  of 

exercise,"  remarked  Mrs.  D  ■,  "you  can  go  out 

into  the  back  yard  and  beat  the  carpets." 


Among  the  many  curious  things  which  the  King 
is  entitled  to  annually  is  a  pie  of  lampreys,  which  is 
due  from  the  city  of  Gloucester.  The  custom  has 
existed  from  the  time  of  King  John.  It  has  not  yet 
been  made  up  for  this  year,  but  when  it  is  it  will 
probably  be  a  most  elaborate  affair.    In  the  Jubilee 


year  it  was  sent  to  Balmoral  in  a  gold  dish.  The  pie 
weighed  201b.,  and  was  adorned  with  fine  trultles,  huge 
prawns  on  golden  skewers,  and  aspic  jelly.  On  the 
top  were  the  crown  and  cushion,  with  a  sceptre,  to 
which  were  attached  streamers  of  Royal  blue  silk  and 
at  the  base  were  four  golden  lions.  The  prawn  skewer- 
heads  were  of  solid  gold  in  the  shape  of  crowns,  and 
round  the  base  of  the  pie  were  six  solid  gold  lion 
heads.  There  will  possibly  be  something  still  more 
elaborate  this  May.  Yarmouth  will  also  send  the 
King  pies.  In  this  case  there  are  twenty-four  and 
they  contain  a  hundred  herrings.  Yarmouth  has  done 
this  from  time  immemorial,  and  the  pies  have  to  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  of  Norwich,  who  has  to  transmit 
them  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  East  Clareton,  and 
he  m  turn  conveys  the  pies  to  the  King.  The  custom 
dates  from  the  twelfth  century,  and  in  return 
1  armouth  has  certain  fishing  right's. 


A  LODGER  at  the  Rowton  House,  Hammersmith 
has  turned  thief.  He  annexed  other  lodgers'  clothes 
from  the  cubicles  by  fishing  them  up  with  a  hook  and 
line. 


Some  days  ago  a  curious  catch  ;was  made  on  Mr. 
A.  S.  Herbert's  salmon  fishery  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Plesk,  in  the  Lower  Lake,  Killarney.  A  freshly- 
run  salmon  of  111b.  was  taken  in  a  net,  with  a  lamprey 
eel  of  ten  inches  in  length  firmly  fixed  in  its  left  side, 
and  having  its  head  nearly  one  inch  in  the  fish,  which 
could  only  be  about  two  days  up  from  the  sea.  Groat 
force  had  to  be  employed  to  draw  him  out,  when  he 
appeared  very  vigorous. 


OUR  FM.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


a  considerable  period  big  business  is  anticipated.  Of 
course,  the  races  will  not  interfere  with  the  general 
entertainments,  the  great  holiday  show  being  re- 
peated, plus  a  talented  Hungarian  troupe  of  ladies 
especially  engaged. 

A  NOVEL,  entitled  "  A  Child  of  Art,"  by  Annabel 
Gray,  author  of  "  Jerome,"  "Comrades,"  "Forbidden 
Banns,"  "  The  Mystic  Number  7,"  etc.,  is  now  published 
by  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall,  &  Co.,  price  3s.  6d., 
and  can  be  had  at  all  libraries  and  of  all  booksellers! 
The  story  has  all  the  author's  well-known  charm  of 
style  and  romantic  colouring. 


Like  the  Early  Christian  Church,  at  Philadelphia 
the  Walton  Anglers,  or  at  least  so  many  of  them  as 
belong  ^to  the  local  association,  have  left  their  first 
love  and  have  sought  another  object  of  worship.  Pro 
tern,  they  have  deserted  [the  waterside,  and,  tell  it  not 
in  Gath,  have  gone  in  for  cricket.  'Last  week  the 
married  and  single  merhbers  played  a  match  on  the 
Ashley  Park  ground,  when  the  'single  men  received  a 
sound  drubbing  at  the  bats  of  the  benedicts.  I  notice, 
however,  that  the  scores  did  not  amount  to  centuries] 
but  that  there  was  a  fair  amount  of  catches  on  both 
sides,  though  probably  not  so  many  as  there  would  have 
been  had  the  match  taken  place  in  the  orthodox 
fashion  of  an  angling  day  on  the  river.  After  the 
game  was  over  a  smoking  concert  was  held,  at  which 
the  married  men  were  allowed  to  remain  without  being 
fetched  home  by  their  wives. 

Mr.  F.  GosDEN,  of  460,  Oxford-road,  Reading,  Berks, 
claims  to  be  "  the  originator  and  provider  of  preserved 
mussels  for  export  and  home  use  as  baft  for  all  kinds 
of  sea  fish."  No  doubt  they  are  an  excellent  bait, 
and,  being  "  preserved,"  they  are  always  ready,  which 
is  a  great  boon  in  the  event  of  suddenly  finding  your- 
self able  to  do  a  little  fishing  on  short  notice.  For 
prices,  etc.,  apply  as  above. 


Mr.  James  Sceats  has  been  a  member  of  the  New 
Albion  Piscatorial  Society  since  its  foundation.  He 
is  a  skilful  and  most  enthusiastic  angler,  as  keen  on 
sea  as  fresh  water  fishing,  seldom  misses  a  competition, 
and  is  undoubtedly  a  very  popular  member.  The  late 
Tom  Hughes  initiated  Mr.  Sceats  into  the  art  and 
mystery  of  the  gentle  craft,  who  were  fast  friends  for 
many  years.  He  took  "the  fever"  very  strongly. 
Like  most  anglers  who  can  fish,  he  is  very  reticent  in 
speaking  of  his  achievements.  This  I  know,  that  on  one 
occasion  he  landed  a  pike  of  91b.  on  a  tight  line, 
with  light  roach  tackle,  with  a  roach  of  half-a-pound. 
His  genial  face  will  be  missed  at  the  N.A.P.S.  for  a 
short  time,  as  he  has  recently  taken  the  Pembroke 
Hotel,  Bournemouth,  where,  should  any  brother  angler 
care  to  visit  him,  he  will  be  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome, 
and  every  information  in  his  power  regarding  the  fish 
and  fishing  in  the  vicinity  will  be  accorded  willingly. 
We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Gunn  &  Stuart,  of  Sloane- 
street  and  Richmond,  for  permission  to  reproduce  the 
above  portrait. 


Shrimps  for  tea,  especially  at  Greenwich  at  Whit- 
suntide, are  all  very  well  as  "thirst  producers,"  but 
shrimps  for  supper  sometimes  lead  to  fatal  results. 
Mr.  F.  Williams,  of  Queen-street,  W.C.,  has  a  trout  of 
lOifb.  ^ent  him  for  preservation.  The  fish  was  out 
rather  late  on  Monday  night  (9  o'clock)  on  (or  in)  the 
river  Test,  and  the  sight  of  a  nice  shrimp  was  too 
much  for  him.  This  same  fiah  had  been  "marked 
down"  several  times  previously,  but  it  was  too  fly  for 
the  fly.  Now,  Mr.  Compositor,  don't  print  it  IQicwt., 
but  you  are  quite  safe  in  putting  it  at  lOpb. 


A  RECORD  catch  of  sturgeon  on  the  Volga  has  just ' 
been  made  by  an  Astrakhan  fishing  firm,  one  fish 
weighing  more  than  40  pood,  or  about  17001b.  The 
head  weighed  about  4501b.,  and  the  roe,  from  which 
the  famous  caviare  is  prepared,  about  2201b.  The 
sturgeon  was  valued  at  800  roubles  (£80).  Now  this 
fish  of  46  pood  would  not  l],ave  been  "pooh-poohed" 
had  I  captured  it  on  my  favourite  9oz.  sea-rod. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  book  auction 
catalogue  issued  at  Wyoming  : 

Grand.  "  The  Heavenly  Twins."  (Not  to  be  had 
separate.) 

Grey  Maxwell.    "  The  Silence  of  Dean  Maitland." 
(Broken.) 

Haggard,  H.  R.    "  She."  (Unique.) 
Holmes,  O.  W.    "  The  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast 
Table."    (Plates  missing.) 

"  How  to  be  Happy  Though  Married."    (Rare  in  this 
State.) 

Phelps.    "  The  Gates  Ajar."  (Unopened.) 

We  have  some  "titles"  at  St.  Dunstan's.  There 
are,  amongst  them,  "  Celestial  Shudders,"  "  A  Single 
Man's  Doings,"  and  "  Days  of  First  Love." 


This  is  a  true  fish  story:  A  man  was  fishing  for 
kingfish  in  Australia,  having  baited  with  a  whiting. 
A  shark  swallowed  the  whiting.  A  friend  jabbed  the 
shark  with  a  big  iron  hook.  The  shark  got  away,  and 
the  line  came  back.  The  hook  was  there,  but  the 
whiting  was  gone.  In  its  place  were  two  large  ribs  of 
beef  from  the  stomach  of  the  shark.  These  were 
landed  safely,  with  the  philosophic  remark  of  the 
fisherman,  "  Exchange  is  no  robbery."  Of  course  it 
was  Australian  beef. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  will  from  Monday  next  be 
the  scene  of  the  revival  of  ladies'  bicycle  races. 
Nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Aquarium  "  caught  on  " 
so  much  with  the  public  as  these  races  when  intro- 
duced some  years  ago,  and  as  there  has  been  none  for 


"  This  is  the  very  place  for  me," 
Said  the  humorist  at  the  shore; 

"  For  when  I  crack  a  little  joke 
The  solemn  breakers  loudly  roar." 

The  late  General  George  B.  McClellan,  U.S.A.,  is 
credited  with  having  made  the  statement  many  years 
ago  that  the  sinking  of  clams  into  the  sand  along  the 
ocean  shore,  by  closing  their  shells  and  ejecting  the 
water  from  them  in  a  thin  stream,  first  suggested  to 
him  the  use  of  the  water  jet  as  an  aid  in  sinking  piles 
in  sand.  At  any  rate,  as  long  ago  as  1852  a  water  jet 
was  so  used,  by  General  McClellan's  advice,  in  putting 
down  the  piles  for  a  wharf  and  warehouse.  Water 
was  forced  through  an  ordinary  rubber  hose,  with  a 
piece  of  gas  pipe  on  the  end  for  a  nozzle.  This  was 
placed  close  to  the  point  of  the  pile  on  the  bottom, 
the  jet  of  water  scoring  the  sand  away  from  the  pile 
and  making  a  hole,  in  which  the  pile  sank  rapidly. 

"  And  what  will  the  robin  do  then,  poor  thing  ?  " 
I  hear  that  a  robin  has  built  a  nest  and  hatched  out 
its  young  in  a  fisherman's  hat  which  had  been  left 
hanging  against  a  wall  near  the  old  "Trout"  Hotel, 
St.  John's  Bridge.  Dragnet. 
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Provifieial  fluglitig  Kotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  small  fish  were  taken  from  the  Blythe  and 
from  the  Severn  by  some  of  our  members,  but  the  fish 
ran  very  small.  A  large  number  of  youths  availed 
themselves  of  the  excursions  which  were  run  to  some 
of  the  fishing  resorts,  where  the  owners  of  fisheries 
think  more  of  the  ticket-money  than  they  do  of  the 
fish  ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  people  who  went 
to  these  places  were  unattached  to  any  of  our  clubs. 
The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  held  their  second 
concert  at  the  Crown  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening  last 
'  (May  28),  but  was  not  attended  any  better  than  the 
one  held  the  week  previous,  still  I  am  informed  that  a 
Jarge  nmnber  of  tickets  have  been  sold.  I  hear  that 
the  Rose  and  Crown  Society  are  so  much  pleased 
with  the  financial  results  of  the  last  concert  that 
they  intend  holding  another  in  the  near  future. 
The  Harborne  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday  evening  last  (May  29)  at  the  Old  King's 
Arms  Hotel ;  the  aSair  was  a  gre*t  success  ;  a  splendid 
musical  programme  was  arranged.  The  old-estab- 
lished St.  George's  Society  hold  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Waggon  and  Horses  Inn  on  June  12. 
Several  strong  complaints  have  reached  the  head- 
quarters and  ofiicials  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
;  Association  re  the  fishing  of  the  parts  of  the  Shropshire 
;  Union  Canal  water  which  they  pay  for  the  privilege 
of  fishing  daring  the  close  season.  Contests  have 
taken  place,  and  netting  has  been  indulged  in  to  some 
extent  at  Beeston  Castle,  and  it  is  suggested  that  a 
representative  of  the  company  should  be  interviewed 
-  upon  the  matter  in  Birmingham  at  an  early  date. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Driffield  Canal  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout 
have  been  taken  with  minnow,;  and  in  the  river  Hull, 
near  Hempholme,  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  creeled  by 
using  straw-bait  and  maggot,  and  odd  good  fish  have 
been  picked  up  here  and  there  in  the  tidal  waters  by 
the  bottom  fishers  with  worm.  Flounders  are  also 
well  on  the  run  in  the  deeper  waters  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Cicey,  and  Wawne,  where  several  club 
matches  have  recently  been  fished,  and  fair  sport 
is  anticipated  amongst  these  fish ;  one  angler, 
Mr.  K.  Jameson,  whilst  competing  in  the  Hull  City 
Angling  Association's  matches,  near  to  Wawne  Ferry, 
secured  a  nice  trout  of  lib.  13oz.,  materially  assisting 
him  in  taking  the  first  prize;  Mr.  Fred  Steele  weigh- 
ing in  lib.  13oz.  for  second  place. — The  Universal 
Angling  Association  will  hold  a  meeting  on  June  4  to 
arrange  their  fixtures  and  other  matters  for  the 
season.  —  The  City  Society  hold  a  match  to-day 
(Saturday)  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge. — On  June  6 
the  Holderness  Angling  Association  open  their  season 
on  Minto  Flatts.  —  At  Messrs.  Holdsworth  and 
Midgley's  Angling  Society's  match,  Messrs.  J.  Chap- 
man, H.  Teal,  and  J.  Tanser  took  the  first  three 
prizes ;  and  at  the  Oxonian  Club's  mitch,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Beeohey  secured  first  prize. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Quite  a  gloom  has  been  cast  over  the  angling  frater- 
nity of  Warrington  and  District  by  the  sudden  death 
of  an  old  friend,  Samuel  Foulkes,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  popular  anglers.  He  was  to  have  formed 
one  of  a  party  to  go  away  during  Whitsuntide, 
but  has  been  summoned  to  pay  the  debt  of  nature 
at  the  ripe  age  of  71.  His  death  put  a  stop  to 
all  the  lot  going,  and  they  contented  themselves 
by  paying  a  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory. 
Reports  from  our  men  who  are  away  are  not  by  any 
means  of  a  satisfactory  character.  Scarcity  of  water 
is  the  great  cry,  and  many  would  add  scarcity  of 
trout.  One  report  speaks  of  a  good  capture  of  coarse 
fish,  including  a  fine  pike,  upon  which  they  dined ; 
about  the  most  glorious  career  a  pike  could  ever  have 
had  recorded,  but  the  Fishing  Oazette  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  deal  with  sport  (?)  of  this  kind.  At 
Leigh  it  is  intended  to  run  an  open  '  match 
at  an  early  date  in  July  for  money  prizes  ;  no  doubt 
former  successes  have  had  something  to  do  with  this 
item.  The  Bollin,  a  river  in  which  we  are  deeply 
interested,  is  reported  as  "  still  very  low."  Evening 
appears  to  be  the  best  time,  and  whilst  the  fly  has 
accounted  for  a  few  fish,  the  best  method  continues  to 
be  bottom  fishing.  About  the  best  fish  is  an  eel,  21b., 
taken  on  fine-drawn  gut  by  Mr.  Sam  Brooks,  fishing 
with  a  single  maggot. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

At  last  we  have  had  a  most  refreshing  rain,  and 
although  it  has,  in  a  way,  done  a  vast  amount  of  good, 
there  has  scarcely  been  sufficient  to  bring  about  any 
marked  change  in  the  condition  of  the  waters.  The 
weather,  however,  is  much  warmer,^  and  this  should 
have  a  tendency  to  improve  the  prospects  of  fly  fishing. 
Many  rods  were  out  during  the  holidays,  but  there 
was  a  fluctuation  of  sport  difficult  to  account  for.  On 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


some  of  the  trout  streams  the  fish  were  extremely 
active,  and  the  fly  accounted  for  several  nice  baskets 
of  fish.  The  majority  of  anglers,  however,  experienced 
indifferent  sport,  owing,  undoubtedly,  to  the  extremely 
low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters.  The  maggot 
and  ant  egg  were  successfully  employed  on  some  of 
the  deeper  pools,  but  taken  altogether  the  sport  is  by 
no  means  up  to  what  it  ought  to  be  for  the  time  of 
year. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

At  the  present  time  all,  or  nearly  all,  our  men  are 
away  enjoying  the  great  annual  holiday  of  the  year. 
Of  all  the  great  events  of  our  life,  in  angling  matters, 
the  Whitsuntide  holidays  are  the  most  important,  and 
if  disappointment  is  in  evidence  now  it  is  a  sad  blow  to 
our  desires.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week  we  hoped  a 
downfall  would  somewhat  improve  our  chances  of 
sport,  but  from  those  who  have  returned  up  to  the  time 
of  writing  it  may  be  gathered  that  sport  has  been 
anything  but  good. — The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society 
had  a  social  outing  on  May  27,  and  enjoyed  themselves 
very  much.  They  caught  a  good  lot  of  fish,  but  with 
the  sportsmanlike  conduct  for  which  they  are  noted, 
of  course,  returned  all  coarse  fish  to  the  waters.  Our 
city  rods,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  the  Poynton  Canal, 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  opening  day  was  marked  by 
sport  considerably  above  the  average.  One  rod  took 
several  roach  over  8oz.,  one  getting  well  on  towards  lib. 
Another  of  our  locals  reports  very  good  sport  from  his 
visit  to  Little  Budworth  Mere,  where  fishing  can  be 
had  on  payment.  One  of  our  very  best  clubs  is  the 
Kingfisher  Angling  Society,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
learn  that  within  the  last  few  days  they  have  added  to 
their  private  waters  some  really  good  fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday  brought  on  a  few 
inches  of  extra  water  on  the  Trent,  which  had  run 
into  extremely  low  and  clear  volume.  Bank  Holiday 
saw  many  trout  anglers  out  on  the  tributaries,  and 
it  was  generally  admitted  at  night  that  improved 
sport  had  resulted.  One  particularly  fine  fish  of 
^^Ib.  was  shown  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
City  Waltonians  by  Mr.  J.  Frettingham.  Mr. 
G.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  W.  Woods  scored  on  the  lower 
Greet,  on  which  the  May  Fly  is  about  due  to  appear. 
Trout  were  taken  on  the  upper  Dover  Beck  on  Tuesday, 
and  fish  up  to  2^1b.  each  were  creeled  on  one  of  the 
district  reservoirs.  Members  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  held  an  informal  picnic  at  Cavendish  Bridge 
and  Shardlow  on  Monday,  and  some  indulged  in  a  little 
trouting.  Vast  quantities  of  coarse  fish  are  located  on 
the  various  weir-falls  and  in  the  rapids  below  the 
weirs.  At  the  period  of  writing,  the  weather  was 
beautifully  fine,  and  the  Trent  had  regained  its  normal 
condition  of  summer. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  accoimt  of  the  droughty  weather  holiday  anglers 
in  quest  of  trout  have  fared  badly.  It  is  poor 
satisfaction  to  return  home  with  a  single  fish,  and 
worse  luck  to  catch  none,  which  has  been  the 
experience  of  not  a  few  rodmen.  To  hook  plenty 
of  grayling  and  no  trout  is  extremely  tantalising. 
No  wonder  that  anglers  are  already  turning 
their  thoughts  to  th^  coarse  fish  season,  which 
wiU  begin  in  the  middle  of  June.  Preparations 
are  being  made,  and  prospects  are  reported  to  be 
encouraging.  If  the  clerk  of  the  weather  mends  his 
ways  there  is  still  time  for  enjoyable  sport  with  the 
fly.  Even  now,  with  a  judicious  selection  of  casts  and 
a  preference  for  early  morning  and  evening  fishing, 
there  seems  no  reason  why  nice  sport  should  not  be 
obtained. 


"ilofcs  from  tJ)e  ^oxi^. 


A  MOST  tantalising  time  of  it  has  been  experienced 
by  anglers  on  most  of  the  streams  in  the  north.  A 
biting  east  wind  of  some  eight  or  ten  days'  duration  has 
fairly  put  down  the  fish,  while  the  waters  are  also  too 
small  and  clear  for  the  season  of  the  year. 


Abergeldie  Castle  is,  it  is  said  to  be  occupied  for  the 
autumn  by  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  and  Abergeldie 
Mains  by  Princess  Beatrice. 


The  fine  81b.  trout  got  on  the  Isla,  a  tributary  of  the 
Deveron,  last  week  was  to  the  fly.  Mv.  Porter  is  having 
his  fish  set  up  in  Aberdeen. 

[This  trout  was  71b.  last  week  !  And  a  correspon- 
dent says  that  it  was  not  caught,  but  picked  up  out  of 
the  river,  dead  or  dying.  Where  is  truth  ? — Ed.]. 

A  lady  angler  on  the  Dee  the  other  day,  venturing 
too  far  into  the  stream,  slipped  her  footing,  and  went 
head  over  heels  into  the  pool,  but  before  her  attendant 
could  reach  her  she  had  regained  her  feet  and  made 
for  the  bank. 


Mr.  Carnegie  is  at  Skibbo  Castle,  and  enjoying  the 
late  spring  fishing.  His  trout  ponds  are  about  the 
best  in  the  North, 
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Mr.  Coates  left  Glentana  last  week  after  a  some 
what  indifferent  spring  fishing.  Only  during  the  last 
few  days  has  sport  been  at  all  good. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  who  fishes  the  Mary  Culter  Dee  water, 
has  just  purchased  the  estate  of  Dunnottar,  Kincardine- 
shire, for  £80,000. 


Colonel  Barcley  was  entertained  to  a  parting  dinner 
at  Stonehaven  last  week.  He  has  been  tenant  of 
Netherley,  now  purchased  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  for  seven- 
teen years  back.  As  a  sportsman  and  gentleman  one 
may  go  far  before  they  meet  the  like  of  the  genial  old 
colonel. 


Mr.  Barclay  is  having  capital  sport  on  the  deeper 
pools  of  the  Glentana  water,  now  known  as  the 
Dinnet  section. 

[As  will  be  seen  from  his  letter,  Mr.  H.  D.  Barclay 
flatly  contradicts  "  G.  M.'s  "  report  last  week,  and  we 
await  "  G.  M.'s "  explanation.  These  misleading 
reports  are  intensely  annoying  ;  it  can  be  no  question 
of  "  printer's  error,"  as  we  have  the  original  report 
before  us,  which  states  that  Mr.  Barclay  and  party 
had  eighty  fish  last  week,  forty  of  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Barclay's  own  rod.  It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Barclay's 
letter  that  the  number  was  thirty,  not  eighty  ! — Ed.] 

The  Ugie  is  commanding  some  attention  just  now. 
Where  is  it?  is  the  constant  query.  It  is  a  small 
stream  in  the  north-east  of  Aberdeenshire— a  good  big 
burn  in  fact.  The  public  waters  extend  to  about  eight 
miles  of  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  angling. 

All  nets  have  been  removed  off  it  for  the  past  three 
years.  It  has  been  specially  nursed  as  an  angling 
(trout)  stream  both  by  Colonel  Ferguson,  of  Pitfour, 
and  the  lessee,  Mr.  Ingram,  Edinburgh,  and  as  an 
experiment  has  as  yet  been  highly  successful.  It  is 
not  a  moneyed  spec,  but  a  bona-fide  experiment. 

Sergeant  Charles  Blacklaws  (of  the  firm  of  Blacklaws 
&  Son,  Kincardine  O'Neil),  Lovat  Scouts  Corps,  has 
just  returned  to  take  up  his  father's  place  at  the  bench 
after  fifteen  months  on  the  veldt.  Last  week  he  was 
entertained  to  a  public  dinner  in  the  Goi  don  Arms, 
and  presented  with  a  silver  watch. 

Special  Scotch. 


BUXTON'S  NEW  HOTEL. 


The  Empire  Hotel  is  built  upon  a  carefuUj'-selected 
site,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Pump  Room,  and 
occupies  the  best  position  in  Buxton,  standing  in  its 
own  garden  and  grounds  of  twelve  acres,  commanding 
an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country  with  its 
mountains  and  unsurpassable  scenery.  The  hotel 
possesses  accommodation  for  upwards  of  three  hundred 
guests,  and  contains  numerous  well-appointed  suites,  a 
beautiful  dining  hall,  banqueting  and  ball  room,  a 
drawing  room,  and  numerous  other  apartments ;  a 
spacious  hall,  lounge,  and  other  adjuncts  of  a  thoroughly 
up;to-date  hotel.  In  the  luxurious  equipment  of  the 
hotel  and  in  the  artistic  decoration  of  the  interior,  no 
effort  has  been  spared  to  promote  ideal  comfort  and 
beauty  for  visitors,  as  well  as  to  make  the  hotel  itself  a 
model — perfect  in  every  detail.  In  the  pleasant  garden 
surrounding  the  hotel  are  summer-houses  completely 
sheltered,  tennis  lawns  and  bowling  greens,  with  an 
excellent  walk  of  considerable  distance  around  the 
grounds  through  shrubberies.  A  dark  room  for 
developing  photographs  has  been  conveniently  fitted 
up  for  those  who  wish  to  take  photographs  of  the 
magnificent  scenery.  Lifts  are  provided  to  all  the  floors. 
The  golf  links  are  some  of  the  finest  in  the  kingdom, 
and  are  laid  out  at  an  altitude  of  1200  feet  above  sea- 
level.  Visitors  miking  a  short  stay  may  become 
members  by  introduction,  on  payment  of  a  nominal 
fee.  Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  gradually  increasing 
influx  of  visitors  to  Buxton  during  the  winter  months. 
The  freedom  from  fogs  and  the  Alpine  purity  of  its  air 
make  the  Buxton  climate  particularly  favourable  to 
visitors  having  a  tendency  to  chest  or  lung  affections. 
Excellent  fishing  and  shooting  are  obtainable  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  cricket  ground  in  the  park 
adjoining  the  hotel  is  a  capital  one,  and  visitors  may 
become  members  for  a  a  long  or  short  period.  In  the 
Pavilion  Gardens  a  band  play-,  during  the  day.  The 
gardens  possess  great  beauty.  In  the  concert  hall  and 
theatre  performances  are  given  daily.  The  architect 
of  the  hotel  is  Mr.  Thomas  Garner^  the  well-known 
ecclesiastical  architect,  from  whose  designs  the  hotel 
has  been  constructed,  and  the  builder  is  Mr.  John 
Parnell,  of  Rugby.  The  furniture  and  decorations 
have  been  successfully  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Smee  & 
Cobay,  of  139,  New  Bond-street,  Loudon,  W..  who 
have  gone  to  the  South  Kensington  Museum  for  the 
models  of  the  exquisite  furniture.  All  the  latest 
sanitary  improvements  are  by  Jennings,  of  Lambeth. 
The  electric  lighting  by  Siemens  Bros.,  of  12,  Queen 
Anne's-gate,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.  The  hotel 
has  also  been  fitted  with  a  unique  apparatus  in  case 
of  fire. 
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MAY  FLIES. 

Floating-,  5s.  per  doz.         Summer  Duck  and  Eg-yptian  Goose,  6s.  per  doz.  (untrimmed  wings).        Sunk,  4s.  per  doz. 

lvrIv^'^^i^v^""h-^l^-''^'".K^''^'^''^'^  during;  the  May  Fly  season  has  been  accomplished  by  using  the  I>Or.AR 
JVIAY   ^LY,  which  IS  the  most  seductive  pattern  introduced  in  modern  times      A  client  of  ourc^  wrifit,^ 

THE    IDEAL    MAY    FLY  (PROTECTED), 

Is  the  most  natural  Fly  ever  produced  in  form,  colour,  and  size.     It  is  practically  unsinkable  •  it  does  not  take  half 


A  SPLENDID  ASSORTMENT  OF  RODS  AND  CASTS  ADAPTED  FOR  MAY  FLY  FISHING,  IN  STOCK. 

OGDEN  & SCOTFORD 

MANXJFACTUFtERS  OF 

HIGH-CLASS  RODS,  FLIES,  and  TACKLE 

AND 

ANGLING  OUTFITS 

FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


DOli'T  LET  JVVOTriS 

i^Uinl  VbiJi^  fOi\S 

0I\  BLANKET^ 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KILLS  BLACKBEETLES  &FLEAS 
Tins  3d,  6d.  &  1/- 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFGTS. 

Sjm'ialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS 


Prices 


Application 


Fisheries  laid  out"  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


(  ash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


TROUT   FOR  STOCKING 

(Pl'RE  ITt'HEX  RIVEK  BREED.I 

£15 
£25 
£5  10s. 


STREAMS. 


4  inch. 

6  inch. 

8  incli. 
10  imh. 
12  inch. 


N.)!- 


per  1000.  Beady  for  delivery  Sept.,  Oct.  this  year. 

I«r  1000.            „  „  Nov.,  Dee.  ,, 

c-r.          I'"'                    •■  "  Sept. 

I'^'''    1"0-  „  iJec. 

^'2          pel-    100.            ,,  „  I'eb.,  1902  - 

time  the/lnnfp  nn,^h''li,li',''«'  i'''™",  'T  '""-^        ■^""■^       ""til  MAHCIf,  1902,  l,y  whid. 

unit  iney  win  be  much  larger  hsli  and  more  costly  to  purcliase. 

Address,  V.  CORRIE,  E.sy.,  Ohilland,  Winchester,  Uants. 

FISHING  TACKLE. 

TTTANTED,  a  QUALIFIED    SALESMAN.     Energetic,  pushing, 
*  »      steady   man   only  need   apply.     For   Town   in  North  of 
Engliind.—Apply,  "  H.  S.  M.,"  rahlkher.^'  Circular  Office,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C, 


THE 

Indian  Spornng  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 

BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughout  India,  Ceylon, 
burmah  and  assam. 

The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  "Western  India. 

Covers  every  braneli  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con 
tains  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.  Subscription  16s.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7d.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Puljlished  at  Times  op  India  Press, 
Bombiiy. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Pattebson,  160,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGCOIYIMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

HE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charfjes  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


Great  Eastern  Railway 

SEA-SIDE. 


Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  to 
Tuesday,  Cheap  Ticl<ets. 

Tn    "^'aniKintli,    Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea, 

<'!■  cr,    Sduthend  -  on  -  Sea,    Clacton  -  on  -  Sea, 

Walton-oii-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwieli,  Felix- 
stowe, Aldeburgh,  Snntliwold,  Hniistanton,  are 
issued  BY  ALL  Trains  fi;om  Luxihin  (Liverpool 
Street),  also  from  O.E.  Snburlian  Stations  at 
same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street.  These 
Cheiip  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and 
Cromer. 

CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHENO-ON-SEA  AND  BACK,  2/6  daily 
by  through  I'AST  Trains  from  Liverpool  Sti'eet 
and  Fenchurch  Street.  Cheap  Through  Tickets 
are  also  issued  at  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan 
and  Metropolitan  District  Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  AND  HARWICH  AND 
BACK,  4/3  from  Liverpool  Street  on  Sundays  at 
9.15  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  7.  .35  a.m.,  calling  iit 
Stratford  at  9.25  and  7.45  a.m.  respectively. 

BROXBOURNE  AND  RYE  HOUSE,  1/9- 
daily  from  Liverpool  Street,  <fee.,  and  on  Week 
d,ays  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  I/O  daily  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  &c. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

for  the 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C^ 

Price  2s.  6cl. 

Half-yearly   volumea  can  also  be 
obtained,  price  8s.  6gI. 


"  This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limiteil, 
St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
.  ACGOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  o,  Market  Hill,  Cambrldsre. 
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SHEPHERD'S  BUSH  ANCLING 
ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  DINNER. 


The  tenth  annual  dinner  of  this  association  took 
place  on  May  15,  and  was  largely  attended.  Mr. 
■  -  C3harles  Benwell  took  the  chair,  Mr.  George  Pluckrose 
the  vice.  There  was  a  large  and  influential  attendance. 
The  dinner  arrangements  were  carried  out  in  most 
admirable  style.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been 
given,  the  president  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Associa- 
tion," and  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  membership  of 
the  association  was  still  increasing.  He  said  that,  not- 
withstanding the  exceptionally  bad  season,  the  catch 
of  fish  had  practically  been  trebled,  and  stated  that 
Mr.  Heard  had  given  a  prize  of  £1  lis.  6d.  for  the 
member  weighing  in  the  greatest  number  of  times  with 
fish  caught  from  the  club  punt.  The  president  also 
announced  that  he  would  supplement  this  prize  with 
another  of  the  value  of  £1  Is.  for  the  member  weighing 
in  the  greatest  aggregate  weight  caught  during  the 
coming  season  from  the  punt.  The  prizes  during  the  . 
past  season  had  been  won  by  Messrs.  Gash,  Golding, 
Plumstead,  and  Benwell.  A  delightful  musical  pro- 
gramme was  then  carried  out  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  John  Josey.  0.  E. 


ALLASON  UNITED  BROTHERS. 


Some  of  our  members  were  at  Newhaven  on  May  27 
sea  fishing.  Others  were  at  Langley  (A.  A.  waters) 
and  captured  a  dozen  eels.  Names  are  being  taken 
for  privilege  tickets.  The  prizes  for  the  "  Norris  " 
competition  are  on  view  at  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate,  W.,  among  them 
being  a  silver  cup  presented  by  Mr.  G.  Cruft,  of  the 
Sports  Exhibition.  Our  annual  dinner  on  May  21 
was  a  great  success ;  Mr.  E.  B.  Head  presided.  The 
room  was  tastefully  decorated,  and  the  large  number 
present  expressed  themselves  highly  satisfied  with  the 
excellent  repast  provided.  The  usual  loyal  toast  was 
given,  and  the  King  eulogised  for  reducing  the  number 
of  swans  on  the  Thames.  The  "  Allason  United  "  was 
the  toast  of  the  evening,  when  the  secretary  announced 
that  the  society  was  in  a  most  flourishing  condition, 
both  numerically  and  financially.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  then  took  place.  Close  on  £30  was  subscribed 
for  the  forthcoming  season's  jsrizes.  During  the 
evening,  Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  of  the  Blenheim,  arrived 
with  a  contingent  of  his  members,  and  announced  that 
a  meeting  of  anglers  would  take  place  at  the  Blenheim 
Arms  on  June  2  at  9  p.m.,  at  which  all  anglers  were 
invited  to  attend.  An  excellent  programme  of  music 
was  gone  through  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  spent. 

Ben  Abrahams. 


ANCHOR  &  HOPE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


At  our  twenty-seventh  annual  dinner,  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  Musgrave 
the  vice,  supported  by  Dr.  Tucker,  Dr.  Spencer,  and 
Dr.  Rodgers,  and  Messrs.  W.  S.  Harding,  E.  Mallett, 
G.  W.  Duck,  Host  Mackrell,  W.  &  G.  Cartwright,  J. 
Coates,  W.  Abel,  Roberts,  etc.  The  dinner  was  pro- 
nounced by  all  to  be  of  the  best.  The  usual  loyal 
toasts,  also  that  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
were  received  with  musical  honours.  The  secretary, 
in  response  to  the  toast  of  the  "Anchor  and  Hope," 
gave  a  glowing  account  of  the  great  progress  of  the 
club  during  the  past  season,  with  increased  member- 
ship, etc.  The  toasts  of  "Kindred  Societies"  and  the 
"  Press  "  were  given  by  the  secretary,  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  and  "  Old  Izaak."  A  capital  and 
greatly  increased  list  of  valuable  prizes,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  £30,  were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season. 
The  toast  of  "  Host  and  Hostess  "  was  given  by  Mr. 
W.  S.  Harding,  who  congratulated  the  club  and  the 
host  for  the  excellent  things  provided.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Duck  suitably  replied.  The  following  gentlemen 
greatly  assisted  with  the  musical  portion  of  the  pro- 
gramme, Mr.  Ben  Brown  at  the  piano,  and  Mr.  Cannar, 
M.C.  Artistes— Messrs.  Batten,  H.  Mallett,  jun.,  W. 
Musgrave,  Steele,  W.  Cartwright,  Fred  Lethbridge, 
G.  Cartwright,  W.  Broughton.  The  prize  distribution 
took  place  on  May  29.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  occupied  the 
chair.  Amongst  the  visitors  we  had  present  Mr.  W. 
Musgrave,  of  the  Old  Waltonians.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read,  and  two  new  members 
duly  elected.  Several  additional  prizes  were  promised 
for  the  ensuing  season,  including  Mr.  Grimmett,  Mr. 
Stokes,  and  Mr.  Mohr.  After  the  distribution  atten- 
tion was  turned  to  harmony,  and  the  evening  wound 
up  very  pleasantly.  During  the  evening  Mr.  Wade 
was  presented  with  a  handsome  cigar-case  from  Mr. 
W.  Musgrave.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
June  4.  C.  T.  A. 


Okiental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


Cortesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  f(yr  the  opinions 
expressed  by  owr  Correspondents,} 


FREE  SALMON  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  none  of  your  -readers  will  be 
foolish  enough  to  imagine  that  they  can  obtain  free 
salmon  fishing  in  Norway  that  is  worth  the  trouble  of 
fishing.  It  is  a  well-knovTii  fact  that  every  salmon 
river  from  the  south  to  long  past  the  North  Cape  is 
let  for  good  sums — that  is,  every  river  worth  fishing — 
and  now  rents  are  being  asked  for  trout  fishing,  which 
I  trust  no  one  will  pay. 

I  see  in  your  issue  of  May  18  mention  of  free  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Evanger  River,  which  I  happen  to 
know  very  well,  but  if  the  sport  to  be  obtained  upon 
it  is  no  better  than  that  afiorded  from  the  south  side 
of  Saghoug  Pool,  which  I  observe  is  mentioned,  it  is 
not  worth  fishing.  I  fished  the  Evanger  for  three 
years,  and  have  both  sides  of  Saghoug,  but  I  found  the 
side  mentioned  to  be  useless.  There  is  no  holding  for 
fish  on  that  side,  so  they  run  through  the  water  ;  but 
very  few  go  up  that  side.  Eraser  Sandbman. 

[We  would  remark  that  special  circumstances  may 
easily  lead  to  tolerable  salmon  fishing  being  some- 
times obtainable  without  payment,  and  we  are  assured 
that  such  is  the  case  with  this  Evanger  Hotel  fishing. 
Our  information  is  that  the  water  consists,  first,  of 
about  a  mile  of  the  river  at  and  adjoining  Saghoug 
from  one  bank  and  from  a  long  island,  and  next  in  a 
moiety  of  a  considerable  stretch  of  the  whole  river, 
over  which  one  other  owner  has  equal  joint  rights. 
For  water  so  circumstanced,  the  owner  does  not  think 
it  right  to  take  payment,  does  not  want  it  for  himself, 
and  is  very  desirous  to  benefit  the  hotel.  Thus  ex- 
plained, the  affair  seems  simple  enough.  We  are  told 
that  in  some  states  of  the  river  the  south  bank  at 
Saghoug  fishes  better  than  the  north,  and  that  of  the 
pools  in  the  joint  ownership  section  Mr.  Sandeman 
himself  has  written  much  more  favourably  than  their 
owner  would  like  to  endorse. — Ed.] 


FISHING  REPORTS  FROM  THE  NORTH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  see  it  stated  in  the  Fishing  Qazette 
of  last  Saturday  that  an  angler  while  fishing  the  Isla 
"  landed  "  a  trout  of  71b.  lOoz.  The  Field  says  he 
"  creeled  "  the  fish.  I  am  told  on  good  authority  that 
the  angler  picked  up  the  fish,  which  was  lying  dead  at 
the  bottom  of  the  river.  If  this  is  so,  surely  the  word 
"  landed,"  though  literally  true,  is  rather  misleading. 

Furthermore,  I  am  startled — and  so  are  others  in 
Huntly — by  some  of  "  G.  M.'s"  statements  in  his 
article,  entitled  "  The  Season  in  the  North."  In 
common  with  hundreds  of  other  anglers,  I  am  very 
grateful  to  "  G.  M."  for  his  excellent  articles,  which 
are  full  of  interest  and  information,  but  in  the  present 
case  has  he  verified  his  facts  ?  A  little  more  detail 
would  be  very  much  prized. 

He  tells  us  that  a  sportsman  on  the  Brux  Don 
topped  the  record  with  721b.  of  trout  "  at  a  single 
outing."  Does  a  single  outing  mean  a  day,  or  what 
period  does  it  cover  ?  How  many  fish  went  to  make 
up  this  weight,  and  with  what  lure  were  they  caught '? 

As  regards  the  baskets  he  speaks  of  as  made  on  the 
Deveron,  I  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  his  glowing 
account  of  recent  sport  with  what  I  have  seen  myself 
and  with  the  report  given  in  another  part  of  your 
paper.  Takes  of  201b.  to  401b.  of  trout  are  said  by 
him  to  have  been  quite  common  lately.  I  am  puzzled 
by  this  statement,  for  I  have  had  excellent  oppor- 
tunities of  inspecting  a  number  of  baskets  made  on 
private  as  well  as  open  water  by  anglers  who  were 
experts  with  clear  water  worm  as  well  as  fly,  and  I 
have  seen  nothing  like  201b.  brought  in  by  one  rod. 
My  personal  experience  on  the  open  water  has  been 
this,  and  it  tallies  with  the  experience  of  others,  that 
in  April,  after  the  first  fortnight,  the  fish  rose  well  and 
steadily  to  the  fly,  but  that  since  then  sport  has 
deteriorated  very  much,  the  rise  has  been  most  pre- 
carious, and  even  when  the  fly  hatched  out  well  the 
fish  played  with  it  and  made  continual  false  rises  at 
the  natural  fly. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  letter  had 
the  writer  who  made  the  statements  I  refer  to  been 
anyone  but  "  G.  M." 

I  have  learnt  by  experience,  which  I  hardly  know 
whether  to  call  bitter  or  ludicrous,  how  impossible  it 
is  to  take  fishing  reports  seriously.  But  "  G.  M."  is  a 
serious  writer,  and  his  words  deservedly  carry  weight, 
I  should  therefore  be  very  glad,  in  the  interests  of  the 
fishing  public,  of  some  elucidation. 

That  the  Deveron  is  an  angling  stream  of  the  fiurst 
water  is  absolutely  true,  but  that  fishing  in  it  has  of 
late  been  brilliantly  successful  comes  to  me  and  to 
others  as  a  great  surprise. — Yours  faithfully,    A.  K. 

Huntly,  May  28. 

[We  have  called  our  correspondent's  special  atten- 
tion to  the  letter  of  "A.  K.,"  who  is  not  the  only  one 
who  wants  more  definite  information  as  to  the  721b.  of 
trout  taken  in  one  day;  for  if  by  "a  single  outing" 


"  G.  M."  means  more  than  one  day,  it  is  most  mis- 
leading. A  single  outing  might  mean  a  month's 
fishing  at  that  rate. — Ed. J 


SPORT  ON  THE  ABERDEENSHIRE  DEE. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette 
an  account  of  the  fishing  on  Mr.  Barclay  Harvey's 
water  of  the  Doe,  and  that  it  is  stated  that  my  party, 
etc.,  killed  eightij  fish  the  week  of  May  13,  etc.,  I  am 
writing  to  tell  you  the  report  is  not  correct,  and  that 
whoever  gives  you  the  information  evidently  knows 
very  little  about  it. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  week  of  May  13  thirty  fish 
were  killed  by  Mr.  Laming  and  myself,  and  on 
May  13  and  May  14  I  killed  three  and  four — rather 
different  to  nine  each  day  and  eighty  for  the  week. 

I  think  it  is  only  right  that  you  should  know  this, 
as  it  is  very  unfair  to  us  to  have  these  false  accounts 
put  in  the  papers,  and  I  should  be  very  much  obliged 
if  you  would  contradict  it  and  ask  your  correspondent 
not  to  send  untrue  reports. 

Sport  has  been  very  bad  this  season  up  to  this  last 
week,  but  now  it  has  greatly  improved. — Yours  faith- 
fully, H.  D.  Barclay. 

[We  need  hardly  say  we  regret  very  much  that  Mr. 
Barclay  should  have  to  complain  of  our  publishing 
misleading  reports  about  his  water,  and,  of  course, 
have  asked  our  reporter  for  an  explanation,  and 
informed  him  that  if  we  have  any  similar  complaints 
we  shall  have  to  find  some  more  trustworthy  reporter. 
The  rent  of  salmon  fishing  is  high  enough  in  all  con- 
science, and  no  wonder  anglers  complain  when  they 
are  bolstered  up  by  absolutely  misleading  reports. 
When  talking  the  matter  of  River  Reports  over  with 
the  Editor  of  the  Field,  we  have  often  discussed  the 
expediency  of  doing  away  with  reports  entirely,  and  it 
may  come  to  that. — Ed.] 


"FLUKES,  DABS,  AND  FLOUNDERS." 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  matter  of  fiukes,  the  recollection 
of  some  pleasant  correspondence  wliich  I  had  some 
years  ago  with  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  through  your  columns, 
and  also  privately  (which  perhaps  he  may  remember), 
encourages  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  his  letter  in 
your  issue  of  May  18,  as  I  know  they  will  be  taken  by 
him  in  good  part. 

The  name  "  fluke  "  applied  to  the  fish  is  not  par- 
ticular to  the  other  side  of  the  border,  for  here  in  the 
west  country  it  is,  I  think,  more  commonly  used 
than  "  flounder." 

Of  course  Mr.  Tod  knows  perfectly  well  that  the  dab 
and  flounder  are  different  fish,  although  by  the  wording 
of  his  letter  some  readers  may  be  led  to  believe  them 
identical.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  know, 
I  will  just  say  that  the  flounder  is  an  inhabitant 
mostly  of  tidal  rivers  and  the  brackish  waters  of  their 
estuaries,  and  may  often  be  found  high  up  even  where 
the  water  is  almost  fresh,  but  is  rarely,  if  ever,  I  think, 
caught  in  the  open  sea.  The  dab  is  essentially  a  sea 
fish  and  loves  a  sandy  bottom  and  a  depth  of  five 
,  fathoms  or  more  ;  it  is  a  firmer  and  more  delicate  fish 
.  than  the  fiounder,  and  a  lighter  brown  in  colour  on 
the  back.    I  don't  think  it  ever  comes  in  to  a  river. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Tod  in  not  being  surprised  at 
any  fish  taking  a  fly  occasionally ;  my  personal 
experience  includes  the  fact  of  an  eel  doing  so. — 
Yours  faithfully,  A  White-Headed  Novice. 

[According  to  Dr.  Day,  the  dab,  Plcuronectcs 
iivianda,  is  called  salt  water  fluke  at  Edinburgh ;  grey 
fluke,  Moray  Firth.  The  flounder,  I'leuronectes  flesiis, 
is  called  fresh  water  fleiik  and  bigger  fleuk,  Moray 
Firth ;  maycock  fleuk  in  Edinburgh ;  lieuk  in 
Northiimberland. — Ed.] 


FLUKES  TAKING  FLIES. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  "  E.  M.  Tod  "  (whose  letters  I 
read  with  attention  and  respect)  allow  me  to  say  that 
I  quite  agree  with  him  that  there  are  "flies  and  flies"; 
we  on  Tweed-side  know  it. 

As  to  the  fly  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Naples,  the  one 
used  was  one  of  the  kind  in  use  in  this  district  for 
catching  "  orange  Anns."  On  Tweed  we  do  not  use 
the  trailing  system — that  is,  drawing  the  hooks 
behind,  as  in  use  in  some  lakes,  etc.,  reported  froui 
time  to  time  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Anyone  relating  sucli  an  experience  in  the  company 
of  Tweed-side  anglers  would  have  an  attentive,  if  not 
an  appreciative,  audience.  The  term  "  fluke "  is,  I 
admit,  an  indefinite  one ;  it  was  used  because  of  its 
indefiniteness. 

In  this  "E.  M.  Tod"  scores;  but  when  seen  in  a 
bottle,  away  from  one's  books  of  reference,  it  is  best  to 
be  indefinite. 

I  find  on  further  inspection  that  I  underrated  tho 
size  of  the  aforesaid  "fluke,"  as  it  was  about  two  and 
a  half  inches,  in  shape  like  a  young  halibut  rather 
than  a  turbot  or  plaice,  or  like  a  small  fresh-water 
"  flattie  "  caught  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Tweed. 
This  "  flattie  "  never  grows  larger  than  about  four  to 
five  inches — a  fresh-water  fish. 

Where,  when,  and  how  do  halibut  spawn  ?  is  a 
question  of  importance  in  view  of  the  sure  and  certain 
impending  extermination  of  this  most  valuable  fish  by 
the  trawlmg  system.    Halibut  fried  in  slices,  vrith 
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Scotch  oatmeal  upon  it,  hot  or  cold,  was  a  dish  for  a 
queen  ;  a  frequent  dinner  and  supper  at  my  mother's 
house  at  Sunderland  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

Now  out  of  the  reach  of  the  middle  classes,  and 
never  seen  in  the  houses  of  workmen ;  the  more  the 
pity  that  it  should  be  so,  but  so  it  is.  Whose  fault  is  this '? 

Since  writing  concerning  the  celebrated  "  fluke " 
caught  by  the  hook,  giving  lisoto  this  correspondence, 
another  has  been  caught  in  a  similar  manner,  as  can 
be  certifiod  by  Mr.  Makins,  assistant  to  Mr.  James 
Robson,  Bridge-street,  ironmonger  and  fishing-tackle 
dealer  of  Berwick-on-Tvveed.  I  have  thus  thrown  all 
the  light  upon  the  matter  that  seems  necessary. — 
Yours  truly,  Joseph  John  Hills. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. 


SOMETHING  LIKE  A  MARCH  BROWN. 

Dear  Sie, — In  reply  to  Mr.  G.  de  INIaupas,  I  am 
not  sufficiently  versed  in  entomology  to  classify  the 
fly  he  alludes  to.  When  he  goes  down  to  Coron  Lake 
let  him  watch  for  the  rise  of  these  flies  between  eight 
and  nine  in  the  evening,  and  secure  some  live  specimens 
and  send  them  to  the  editor  or  any  well-known  fly- 
dresser.  One  thing  I  certainly  know — that  a  fly  with 
a  bright  yellow  body  and  light  wings  used  as  a 
dropper  will  do  the  trick  with  the  trout.  I  have 
caught  them  with  Partridge  and  Mallard's  Wing,  but 
the  yellow  body  is  essential  and  the  size  that  of  the 
usual  March  Brown  used  on  a  lake  and  found  in  every 
fishing-tackle  store.  lie  will  find  on  Maclog  Lake 
that  a  vert  rough  wind  from  the  north  and  a  cloudy 
day  is  by  far  the  best.  I  account  for  this  that  trees 
and  hedges  are  frequent  on  that  point,  while  the 
south  is  a  barren  desert  where  no  flies  are  generated. 
I  well  remember,  a  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Hilda 
Elkington,  Birmingham,  myself,  and  Jones,  the  boat- 
man, ventured  out  in  a  perfect  hurricane  from  the 
north.  Jones  was  a  powerful  man,  but  could  make 
little  headway,  and  Mr.  Elkington  took  an  additional 
pair,  while  I  sat  fishing  in  the  stern.  Before  reaching 
two-thirds  of  the  lake,  I  had  three  trout,  l|lb.  each, 
and  turning  the  boat  roimd  we  secured  between  us 
eighteen  splendid  trout.  The  wind  then  abated,  and 
the  fish  rose  short.  I  have  found  a  Mallard's  Wing, 
scarlet  body,  as  a  leader.  Mallard's  Wing,  claret  body, 
as  one  dropper  and  on  Coch-y-Boudhu,  hen-pheasant 
wing,  as  another,  in  the  mouth  of  May,  do  as  well 
as  any  patterns  one  could  select.  On  a  similar  day 
Mr.  Highgate,  Northampton,  and  self  did  very  well, 
and  on  both  occasions  between  one  and  three  in  the 
afternoon.  The  same  wind,  and  for  a  similar  reason, 
is  also  best  on  Coron  in  the  summer  months.  I  wish 
ISIr.  Maupas  fine  sport  in  my  old  fishing  quarters. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

Gaerwen,  Anglesej'. 


FLY  FISHING  FOR  DACE." 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  the  following  information  : 

(1)  Where  can  I  obtain  good  fly-fishing  for  dace, 
from  the  bank,  within  twenty  miles  of  London  ? 

(2)  What  are  the  best  flies  to  use,  and  on  what  size 
hooks  should  they  be  dressed  ? 

Any  information  would  be  gratefully  received. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  A.  Whiffen. 


SOME  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  youi  or  some  ef  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  the  following  information: — 

1.  Where  I  could  get  some  trout  fishing  on  the 
Severn,  or  one  of  its  tributaries,  as  near  to  Shrewsbury 
and  district  as  possible  ;  and  also  licences  for  same. 

2.  As  I  want  to  go  into  Devon  for  my  summer 
holidays,  could  you  tell  me  where  I  could  get  fishing 
down  there.  I  do  not  mind  which  part  I  go  to,  as  I  am 
going  just  for  the  sake  of  fishing.  I  am  going  down  in 
August. — Yours  truly,  S.  O.  Owen. 


FISHING  AT  DOVBRCOURT. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  reader  of  your  paper,  I  should 
be  pleased  if  you  can  give  me  any  information  re 
the  fishing  at  Dovercourt.  I  should  prefer  river  or 
broad.  I  shall  very  likely  remain  there  for  two  or 
three  months.  The  fishing  here  is  very  slack,  hardly 
any  salmon  or  trout  being  caught. — Y'ours  faithfully, 

Monmouth.  S.  E.  E.  P. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  FINN. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  about  the  trout  fishing  on  Lough  Finn, 
CO.  Donegal  ?    Is  it  any  good  in  July,  and  what  are 
the  best  files  then  ?    Yours  truly,  D.  B.  T. 


IIOLLOWAY  S  PILLS.  For  the  cure  of  debility,  also  liver  and 
stomach  complaints,  this  inappreciable  medicine  is  so  well  known 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the  cures  performed  l)y  its  use 
are  so  wonderful,  that  it  now  stands  pre-eminent  above  all  other 
remedies,  more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  bilious  and  liver 
complaints,  disorders  of  the  stomach,  dropsy,  and  debilitated 
constitution.  The  beneficial  effects  of  the  Pills  are  so  lasting 
that  the  whole  system  is  renewed,  the  organs  of  digestion 
strengthened,  and  a  free  respiration  promoted.  They  expel  from 
the  secretive  organs  the  morbid  matter  which  produces  inflam- 
mation, pain,  fever,  debility,  and  physical  decay,  thus  annihilat- 
ing, by  their  purifying  properties,  the  virulence  of  the  most 
painful  and  devastating  diseases. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  mo  where  fair  trout  or  other  fishing  can  be  got 
in  Switzerland  in  June ;  also  what  flies  would  be 
most  suitable. — Yours  truly,  Medicus. 

Wellingborough. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  some  information  as  to  the  best  arrangement  for 
a  tour  in  South  Devon  for  the  last  week  of  May  and  the 
first  week  of  June  for  fishing  in  estuary,  river,  and  sea, 
and  walking  in  good  scenery  —  headquarters,  hotel 
accommodation,  lodging  accommodation,  boats,  fisher- 
men, and  flies,  and  any  other  information  your  corre- 
spondents may  suggest  as  useful.  Party  consists  of 
husband  and  wife  and  father-in-law. — Yours  truly, 

"  Phtholonyrrh." 


LOCH  RANNOCH. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  who  may 
happen  to  have  fished  Loch  Rannoch,  Scotland,  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  loch, 
what  species  of  fish  inhabit  its  waters,  and  if  Salmo 
sola)-  are  found  in  the  loch  or  rivers  running  into  it  ? 
The  fishing  on  the  loch  is  free,  so  I  am  told.  Any 
information  as  to  the  best  stations  for  fishing  the  loch 
and  the  hotels  to  stay  at  would  very  much  oblige. 
What  are  the  usual  charges  for  boats  on  the  loch  ? — 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  L.  Dalrymple. 

BAIT  FOR  BASS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you 
a  short  sketch  description  of  the  little  bait.  First, 
procure  and  dry  the  white  skin  of  the  belly  of  a  sole. 
Cut  strip  thus — 


make  holes  at  a  and  b.    Insert  hook — 


trim  to  shape — 


and  at  a  tie  tightly  with  waxed  silk.  Then  paint  all 
over  with  silver  paint. 

When  dry,  paint  top,  both  sides,  with  a  thin  line  of 
bluey  green  or  greeny  blue — 


When  dry,  varnish  with  white  transparent  varnish. 

Remarks. — Any  sized  fish  or  eel  can  be  imitated.  A 
pointed  tail  swims  better  than  an  ordinary  fish-shaped 
tail.  The  bluey  green  paint  being  put  on  over  the 
silver  gives  a  certain  amormt  of  iridescence.  I  have 
tried  various  materials,  but  sole  skin  is  the  best — it  is 
quite  thick  enough,  and  not  too  thin  ;  very  thin  stuff 
curls  over  the  hook  when  wet.  These  baits  last  a  long 
time,  as  they  can  be  daily  repainted.  I  have  caught 
pollack,  bass,  mackerel,  gurnard,  and  sand-eels  with 
them,  often  when  all  other  baits  were  found  useless 
by  myself  and  other  fishermen.  I  have  caught  two 
trout,  but  found  that  though  the  trout  came  at  them 
they  seldom  took.  This  was,  I  take  it,  because  they 
do  not  spin.  I  enclose  a  spinning  bait,  made  on  a 
hook,  I  have  just  received ;  I  mean  to  try  it  next 
month. 

Final  remark. — I  find  the  great  superiority  of  these 
baits  consists  in  their  lightness  (I  can  use  three  as 
flies  on  a  trout  rod)  in  contrast  to  the  clumsiness  of 
many  I  have  bought. — Yours  faithfully, 

Lennox  S. 


OVER  SCOURING  WORMS. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Your  correspondent  "5  X"  says, 
"  Worms  kept  three  days  or  so  in  moss  are  not  nearly 
so  lively  as  when  fresh  from  the  earth."  Just  so;  I 
have  known  many  anglers,  who  have  prided  themselves 
upon  their  forethought  and  cleverness,  keep  them  from 
six  to  eight  days,  at  least,  in  moss,  with  very  little  go 
in  them  at  the  finish,  and  all  the  lovely  earthy  smell 
gone — a  smell  most  attractive  to  several  fish  I  wot  of. 
Why  a  fish  should  prefer  a  worm  when  it  is  as  tough 
as  a  beefsteak  one  gets  from  an  old  cow,  I  fail  to  see. 
A  good  old  trout  angler  says  :  "  The  bait,  be  it  a  brand- 
ling or  cockspur,  or  even  a  small  lob-worm,  should 
be  lively  and  vigorous,  instead  of  being  limp,  pale,  and 
apparently  lifelesa, — Yours  truly,  A. 


INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  "DEMON" 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  recently  heard  of  a  new  ledger 
tackle  called,  I  believe,  the  "  Demon."  Can  any  of 
your  readers  tell  me  who  the  maker  is,  and  whore  it 
is  to  be  obtained  ?  If  anyone  who  has  used  it  would 
give  me  this  information,  and  also  some  details  as  to 
results,  I  should  be  very  much  obliged.  I  understand 
it  represents  a  water  weed.  I  am  anxious  to  try  it  in 
the  Trent  when  the  season  opens.  None  of  my  friends 
know  anything  of  it,  but  some  one  of  your  large 
circle  of  readers  will  perhaps  know  of  it,  and  be  able 
to  give  the  information  desired. — Yours  truly, 

L.  P.  Norton. 


A  PROTEST. 
Dear  Sib,— On  Whit  Monday  I  went  to  Edenbridge 
trout  fishing  in  a  private  stream,  and  when  coming 
home  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  a  lot  of 
London  anglers,  with  privilege  cards  of  both  associa- 
tions, who  had  been  coarse  fishing,  and  had  caught  a 
lot  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch,  which,  I  think,  ought 
to  be  stopped,  as  the  river  has  been  polluted  in  some 
parts,  and  if  the  close  time  is  abused  in  this  way 
there  will  be  soon  no  fish  at  all. — Incurs  truly, 
G.  J.  House,  Secretary, 
Tvmbridge  Wells  Angling  Society. 

"SEAGULL  POACHERS." 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  advise  "  Piscator,"  in  order  to 
prevent  the  depredation  of  seagulls  on  his  trout  pond, 
to  hang  up  the  skin  of  a  seagull  by  the  neck  on  a  stake 
in  the  middle  of  the  pond.  An  imperfect  specimen 
might  be  purchased  at  a  seaside  resort  for  a  shilling. — 
Faithfully  yours,  H.  Harland. 


FISHING  ON  THE  CLYDE  AND  DUNEDIN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  don't  know  if  any  of  the  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  take  any  interest  in  the  fishing  on 
the  Clyde  and  its  tributaries,  but  if  so  I  will  send  you 
a  recent  report.  On  Thursday  and  Friday  (May  16 
and  17)  on  the  Clyde  and  Dunedin,  a  tributary, 
a  friend  and  myself  killed  twenty-four  trout  and 
grayling,  weighing  lOJlb.,  with  the  fly.  The  best  time 
for  fishing  is  from  7  p.m.  to  10.30  p.m.,  and  2  a.m. 
to  7  a.m.  Hoping  this  may  bo  of  some  use,  yours 
truly,  A.  J.  C.  Farie. 


RIVER  ANNAN,  SOUTH  SCOTLAND.  • 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
whether  the  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout  fishing 
in  the  above  river  is  really  worth  going  for,  particularly 
about  Lockerbie  and  Mofiat.  What  is  the  best  fishing 
centre,  and  can  accommodation  be  had  near  river ; 
the  best  time  of  year  for  salmon  and  sea-trout ;  is  the 
fishing  free,  if  not  what  are  the  restrictions  ?  This 
and  any  further  information  about  the  fishing  in  this 
district  will  be  thankfully  received  by  a  regular 
subscriber. — Yours  truly,  II. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  SPORTS  EXHIBITION. 

Sir, — I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  C.  Cruft, 
re  International  Exhibition,  and  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  postpone  the  same  until  February  next. 
All  angling  societies  who  offered  me  the  loan  of  their 
cases  of  specimen  fish  will  be  thanked  if  they  will  allow 
us  them  on  ,that  occasion.  Every  possible  care  and 
safety  will  be  taken  of  same  by  expert  hands ;  they 
will  be  collected,  returned,  and  hung  up  as  they  were 
received.  They  will  also  be  insured  against  fire,  loss, 
or  burglary.  Prizes  and  diplomas,  etc.,  will  be  given. 
On  behalf  of  the  Sports  Exhibition,  yours  truly, 

25,  Silver-street,  iBEN  Abrahams. 

Kensington.  (Piscatorial  Superintendent.) 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  if  any  of  your  cor- 
respondents could  recommend  some  good  sea-trout 
fishing  for  the  end  of  August  or  September,  where  good 
accommodation  could  be  got,  with  a  little  rough 
shooting  ;  near  the  sea  preferred  ?  Surgeon. 


FISHING  IN  THE  TROSSACHS. 
Dear  Sir, — A  mixed  party  of  five  purpose  touring 
during  the  month  of  June  in  the  Trossachs,  Scotland, 
Will  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  have  the  kindness  to 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  best  trout  fishing 
centres,  etc. — Yours  truly,  G.  Whitaker. 


FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  information  as  to  the  class  of  sport,  size  of  fish, 
accommodation  (private  lodgings  preferred)  to  be 
obtained  at  the  following  places  during  the  end  of  July 
and  August,  and  the  approximate  cost :  (1)  Brecon  ; 
(2)  the  Eden ;  (3)  North  and  South  Uist ;  (4)  Loch 
Lochy. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  L.  Scholefield. 


BORDER  REPORTS. 
[We  have  received  a  reply  from  "  Gilnockie  "  with 
regard  to  his  Border  Esk  reports,  but  too  late  for  this 
week. — Ed.] 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  385.] 

The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Raiiway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Taclde 
Dealers  In  London  and  the  Pi'ovinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Taclcle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHiNO  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland      ...   IOj.  M.. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  f  7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOSATHD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  8th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Parasites  in  Fish. 

Much  correspondence  was  published  recently  in 
the  Field  as  regards  the  presence  of  tapeworm  in 
salmon,  and  a  suggestion  was  made  which,  I  fear, 
would  require  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  to  carry 
out.  It  was  that  "  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
should  consider  the  desirability  of  sending  a  recom- 
mendation round  to  the  trade  advising  the  earliest 
possible  cleaning  of  salmon,  and  the  destruction  of 
their  viscera ;  in  fact,  the  same  device  would  hold 
good  of  all  fish,  except,  perhaps,  the  red  mullet, 
which  some  people  prefer  to  eat  a  la  woodcock," 
the  object  being  to  get  rid  of  the  tapeworms  and 
their  eggs,  which  are  unfortunately  rather  common 
parasites  in  salmon,  trout,  and  other  fish.  As 
regards  the  eggs  of  the  worms  they  are  quite  harm- 
less to  man,  and  cannot  infect  him. 

The  broad  tapeworm  (Botherio-cephalus) ,  which 
appears  to  pass  part  of  its  life  in  the  bodies  of 
certain  freshwater  fish,  is  extremely  rare  in  man 
in  this  country,  though  common  in  Switzerland  and 
Poland  in  populations  living  near  large  freshwater 
fisheries,  and  probably  eating  the  fish  very  im- 
properly cooked,  or  not  cooked  at  all — merely 
smoke-dried  or  cured.  If  fish  is  thoroughly  cooked 
there  need  be  no  fear  of  infection  from  the  parasites. 

The  "Archer"  Eevolving  Aluminium  Eyed 
Fly  Box. 

In  noticing  this  capital  new  box  last  week  I 
should  have  said  that  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and 
Sons  do  not  supply  it  to  retail  customers,  but  that 
it  can  be  obtained  through  any  of  the  retail  fishing- 
tackle  houses. 


Time  Tables  for  Norway. 
Messrs.  Thos.  Bennett  &  Sons,  the  well-known 
tourist  agents  of  Christiania,  send  me  a  copy  of 
their  "  Time  Tables  for  Norway  for  the  Summer  of 
1901,"  which  must  be  of  the  greatest  utility  to 
British  anglers  visiting  Norway,  judging  from  the 
preface  and  from  the  little  work  itself,  which  is 
published  at  sixpence.     " '  Norges  Communica. 
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tioner,'  the  official  time  tables  for  Norway,  being 
printed  in  Norwegian,  and  filled  with  numerous 
tables  and  details  superfluous  for  tourists,  Messrs. 
Thos.  Bennett  &  Sons  publish  every  summer 
'  Time  Tables  for  Norway,'  the  advantage  of  whicJi 
is  that  they  are  printed  in  English,  and  give  in  a 
condensed  and  concise  manner  those  routes  and 
places  most  important  to  tourists,  leaving  out  all 
that  may  tend  to  confuse.  With  the  present  issue, 
the  book  reaches  its  tenth  annual  edition,  an 
evidence  of  its  being  appreciated  and  found  useful. 
The  tables  are  compiled  from  information  obtained 
direct  from  the  respective  companies,  but  as  these 
invariably  reserve  themselves  the  right  to  make 
alterations,  the  publishers  imdertake  no  responsi- 
bility for  loss  or  inconvenience  arising  from  changes 
or  inaccuracies  of  whatsoever  kind,  although  every 
care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  time  tables  as 
perfect  as  their  limited  form  will  permit.  In  any 
case  the  steamer  tables  in  this  book  must  not  be 
counted  upon  as  remaining  in  force  after  the  end 
of  August,  nor  the  railway  tables  after  the  end  of 
September.  It  will  be  esteemed  a  favour  if  the 
attention  of  the  publishers  is  called  to  any  error  or 
omission  that  may  be  noticed  in  the  tables,  and 
any  suggestions  calculated  to  make  the  book  more 
useful  will  be  gratefully  received."  Messrs. 
Bennett  have  offices  at  Bergen,  Trondhjem,  and 
Stavanger,  as  well  as  at  Christiania.  Anglers  are 
starting  by  every  steamer  now  for  Norway.  I 
hope  a  better  season  than  some  of  them  had  last 
year  is  before  them. 

Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle  writes  to  say  : — "  To  -  day 
(J une  4)  I  have  seen  two  grand  Scotch  salmon  at 
Messrs.  Spiers  &  Pond's  fish  shop,  Water-lane, 
Queen  Victoria -street,  E.C.  The  largest  fish 
weighs  641b.,  length  54  inches,  girth  30^  inches ; 
the  smaller  fish  weighs  571b.  A  man  may  go  a 
life-time  and  not  see  two  such  clean  and  handsome 
fish." 


Mr.  J.  G.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  sends  me  one  of  his 
special  tackles  for  creeper  fishing,  with  which  he 
caught  the  very  nice  dish  of  trout  he  sent  me  last 
week.  There  are  two  small  hooks  for  attaching 
the  creeper,  and  a  slightly  larger  hook  back  to  back 
with  the  lower  of  the  two  small  hooks ;  a  good 
arrangement,  I  should  think,  as  one  hook  is  thus 
quite  free,  and  not  choked  up  with  bait. 

My  dear  Maeston,— I  send  you  the  meaning  of 
"  slap  "  and  "  sheal  or  shiel,"  as  I  promised : — 

Slap — "  A  narrow  pass  between  two  hills  ;  a  breach 
in  a  wall  or  hedge."  It  is  probable  that  the  "  slap  "  on 
Tweed  got  its  name  from  the  river  breaking  through 
some  stonework,  or  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Sheal  or  Shicl — "  A  hut  for  those  who  have  the 
care  of  sheep  or  cattle  ;  a  hut  for  fishermen,"  etc.  It 
probably  comes  from  the  "  Icelandic  sad — domuncula 
cBstiva  in  montanis,"  so  saith  the  dictionary. 

I  see  that  there  has  been  some  excitement  amongst 
letter  writers  to  the  FisJmig  Gazette  about  a  man 
catching  a  fluke  with  a  fly.  I  gather  from  what  I 
have  read  that  the  fluke  in  question  was  a  very  small 
one,  but  surely  it  was  a  big  fluke  to  catch  it  with  a  fly. 
Don't  throw  your  big  inkstand  at  me.  I  suppose  a 
hundred  people  have  said  or  written  the  same  to  you. 

Have  not  done  any  fishing.  There  are  a  few  sea- 
trout  up,  but  till  there  comes  a  flood  it  is  not  good 
enough  for  me. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

Henry  G.  Veitch. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  "  slap,"  and  the  pun 
is  not  bad — for  a  parson.  His  pimishment  is 
publication.  It  is  a  bit  too  long  a  cast  to  Dinn- 
friesshire,  and  if  I  could  cast  the  ink-pot  so  could  he. 

This  is  from  the  Corlc  Examiner.    Surely  the 
Irish  poachers  are  second  to  none  : — • 
"  Stocking  of  Eivers  I 

"  Sir, — I  have  read  your  remarks  in  this  day's 
Examiner  re  stocking  of  rivers,  and  your  allusions 
to  the  streams  which  might  be  stocked  with  trout, 
but  I  fear  if  they  are  treated  as  our  local  streams 
are,  it  will  be  useless  to  stock  them.  We  have 
two  very  nice  trout  streams  in  our  locality,  well 
known  to  a  good  many  Cork  anglers,  where  in  times 
past  many  an  enjoyable  day  was  spent,  with  good 
baskets  coming  home,  but  now,  alas,  owing  to  the 
murderous  netting  carried  on,  the  trout  will  soon 
become  as  extinct  as  the  dodo.  When  the  streams 
are  low,  this  set  of  poachers  net  unmercifully 
every  hole  in  the  Lisgoold  and  Dungourney  rivers, 
and,  strange  to  say,  find  a  market  for  even  the 
smallest  in  Cork.  Large  and  small  are  sent  to 
Cork,  and  purchased  at  sixpence  per  pound  ;  not 
even  the  smallest  is  spared,  and  as  a  result 
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the  trout  are  going  fast.  Then  they  can  be  seen 
daily  with  gaffs  hunting  the  rivers,  and  when 
the  white  and  sea  trout  begin  to  run  their 
harvest  is  made.  They  net  Poulacurra  under  the 
very  noses  of  the  police,  and  they  invade  Ballyed- 
mond  preserves  and  other  private  places.  They 
are  never  caught,  because  they  are  never  watched. 
Now,  I  ventiure  to  say  that  if  this  meets  the  eye  of 
Mr.  Webster,  I). I.,  he  will,  I  am  sure,  lay  some 
trap  for  these  fellows,  and  we  have  a  new  acting- 
sergeant  at  IBallinacurra,  who  will,  I  am  sure,  not 
sleep  over  the  matter  of  the  poaching  of  the  lower 
water,  and  if  one  conviction  could  be  got  and  a 
good  sentence,  our  little  stream  would  again  get 
well  filled  with  trout.  I  saw  going  to  Cork  one 
day  for  sale  10s.  worth  of  trout,  the  result  of  a 
few  "  hauls  "  of  one  night,  and  one  half  of  them 
were  not  as  big  as  my  little  finger.  Apologising 
for  troubling,  I  am  yours,  "  Piscatou." 

"  Midleton,  May  28,  1901." 

The  May  Fly  on  the  Kennet. 
I  hear  the  May  Fly  is  up  on  the  Kennet  at 
Newbury,  a  week  earlier  than  usual. 

Trout  in  the  Bann. 

That  grand  salmon  fly  dresser,  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fec, 
writes  to  me  to  say  : — 

"There  was  a  mistake  in  my  last  report,  when  1 
stated  that  one  gentleman  took  281b.  of  trout  at  Toomc 
in  one  day.  He  only  took  281b.  for  what  has  come  of 
the  whole  season.  I  am  sorry  I  made  the  mistake. 
Someone  may  notice  it,  and  charge  mo  with  sending 
misleading  reports. 

"  There  never  were  so  many  trout  in  the  Bann  as  this 
season,  both  at  Kilrea  and  Portglenone.  The  high 
water  of  the  past  winter  and  spring  brought  them 
down  from  Lough  Neagh.  "  Daniel  O'Fee." 

"Basharkin,  co.  Antrim." 

I  have  often  thought  I  should  like  to  try  a  dry 
fly  on  those  fine  Bann  trout.       R.  B.  Marston. 


FLY  FISHING  FOE  DACE  AND 
CHUB. 


It  is  not  every  angler  who  is  fortunate  enough  to 
reside  within  easy  distance  of  a  good  trout  and 
grayling  stream,  and  even  if  he  does  the  odds  are 
ten  to  one  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  fishing  club 
with  high  entrance  fees  and  annual  subscription,  or 
else  in  private  hands  by  whom  permission  to  fish 
is  seldom  granted ;  but  on  most  waters  there  are 
plenty  of  bright  silvery  dace  and  portly  chub,  and 
among  these  the  fly  fisher  may,  diuring  the  season, 
generally  depend  upon  having  good  sport. 

The  dace  rises  to  the  fly  in  a  very  similar  manner 
to  a  grayling,  and  when  coming  short  is  just  about 
as  difiicult  to  hook,  but  his  play  is  more  active, 
and  more  resembles  that  of  a  trout ;  during  the 
summer  months  they  affect  sharp  running  water 
from  a  foot  to  eighteen  inches  in  depth,  and  fre- 
quently the  shallows  below  a  weh  is  alive  with 
them. 

The  finest  of  gut  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  for 
wet  fly  fishing  three  flies  are  sufficient.  If  a  tapered 
cast  be  used  have  the  first  yard  made  of  1  X  dra'mi 
gut,  the  second  of  2  X,  and  the  third  partly  of  3  X, 
ending  with  a  couple  of  lengths  of  4  X  gut.  Dace 
take  pretty  much  the  same  flies  on  any  water ;  like 
the  grayling,  they  like  a  bit  of  tinsel  about  them, 
and  the  following  list  will  be  found  ample — 
i,  Special  Dace  Fly — Body :  bright  green  peacock's 
harl,  ribbed  with  gold  tinsel,  hackled  with  a  blood- 
red  cock's  hackle  and  tag,  a  minute  piece  of  white 
kid  ;  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale. 

This  is  an  excellent  pattern,  and  hooks  the  fish 
far  more  siurely  than  putting  a  maggot  on  the  hook, 
as  some  dace  fishers  do  ;  it  answers  equally  well 
for  either  fishing  in  the  daytime  or  evening. 

The  Black  Midge — Body :  either  black  horse- 
hair or  silk.  Legs  :  a  single  tm-n  of  black  hackle  ; 
Wings :  dressed  very  small  from  palest  starling  ; 
hook  No.  00,  Kendal  scale. 

A  small  tip  of  silver  may  be  added  according  to 
fancy,  but  is  not  necessary. 

The  Wickham — Body  :  gold  tinsel.  Legs  :  red 
hackle.  Wings :  starling ;  hook  No.  0,  Kendal 
scale. 

Black  Palmer — Body  :  black  ostrich  harl,  ribbed 
with  silver  tinsel,  hackled  Palmerwise,  with  a  black 
cock's  hackle  ;  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale. 

Orange  Bumble — Body  :  bright  orange  floss  silk, 
ribbed  over  with  green  harl  and  gold  tinsel, 
hackled  over  all  -with  a  red  cock's  hackle ;  hook 
No.  0,  Kendal  scale. 
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This  will  be  ioxmi  to  answer  better  for  dace  than 
the  ordinary  Red  Palmer. 

The  "  Val  Conson " — Body:  quill  from  pea- 
cock's sword  feather,  as  black  as  possible.  Legs  : 
starling's  shoulder  hackle,  turned  once  behind  and 
twice  or  three  times  in  front  of  the  wings.  Wings  : 
two  conical-pointed  brown-edged  feathers,  which 
lap  over  the  tail  of  a  cock  starling,  leaving  the 
qiiill  in,  but  stripping  it  of  all  plume,  except 
enough  at  the  extreme  point  to  form  the  wing ; 
hook  No.  00,  Kendal  scale. 

This  is,  beyond  doubt,  one  of  the  best  dace  flies 
that  I  have  ever  used,  and  I  have  found  it  equally 
efficacious  for  grayling.  The  pattern  was  first 
given  by  your  old  correspondent  "  Yal  Conson,"  on 
August  6,  1889,  and  since  then  I  have  killed 
hundreds  of  both  dace  and  grayling  on  it. 

The  Green  Insect — Body  :  bright  green  peacock's 
harl,  hackled  with  a  pale  silvery  blue  hackle ;  hook, 
No.  0,  Kendal  scale. 

The  latter  and  the  Orange  Bimible  are  splendid 
flies  to  fish  dry  ;  with  a  touch  of  odourless  paraffin 
they  float  well,  and  dace  rise  at  them  with  a\idity. 
I  once  remember  a  friend  of  mine  killing  between 
sixty  and  seventy  dace  in  an  afternoon  and  evening's 
fishing  with  a  single  Green  Insect  fished  in  this 
style  ;  this  was  at  Tadcaster,  on  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Wharfe,  where  there  are  many  dace,  and 
some  very  fine  ones.  Day  tickets  are  issued  to 
strangers  on  this  water  at  a  very  moderate  figiu-e, 
and  hdl  information  can  be  obtamed  at  the 
Britannia  Hotel,  close  to  the  river.  Boroughbridge, 
on  the  Yore,  is  another  very  good  station  for  fly 
fishing  for  dace,  and  the  water  between  the  weir 
and  the  bridge  is  specially  adapted  for  it ;  per- 
mission may  be  had  at  this  place  from  the  riparian 
owners.  The  Grantham  Arms  is  a_very  comfortable 
inn.  At  Rii:ion,  on  the  same  river,  about  four 
miles  of  the  river,  abounding  with  dace  and  chub, 
can  be  fished  on  payment  of  two  shillings  per  day. 
The  water  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Ripon  Angling 
Club,  and  the  tickets  are  obtainable  at  the  Station 
Hotel,  within  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  river  and 
railway  station.  On  the  Swale  there  is  good  dace 
and  chub  fishing  at  Topcliffe,  the  Swan  Hotel,  kept 
by  Mr.  F.  Hammill,  being  a  good  house  to  stay 
at.  Another  good  station  on  this  river  is  between 
Richmond  and  Catterick,  and  permission  to  fish  is 
not  difficult  to  obtain. 

Fly  fishing  for  chub  is  not  such  a  delicate 
operation  as  for  dace,  but  still  the  fly  cast  should 
be  fairly  fine.  A  level  cast  three  yards  in  length 
and  made  throughout  of  1 X  gut  will  do  ;  one  or  at 
the  most  a  couple  of  flies  is  sufficient,  and  in  hot, 
bright  summer  weather,  when  the  cheven  are  sail- 
ing about  under  the  boughs,  there  is  nothing  to 
beat  a  well-made  double-hooked  Red  Palmer,  ribbed 
with  gold  tinsel.  The  Alexandra  is  another  good 
pattern,  so  also  is  the  Zulu  with  plain  silver  body. 
A  fly  which  I  call  the  Golden  Wasp  is  a  capital 
pattern,  the  dressing  being  as  follows :  Body — 
golden-coloured  chenille,  hackled  with  a  silver-grey 
hackle  ;  hook  No.  6,  Kendal  scale.  The  fly,  how- 
ever, which  I  have  found  the  best  all-round  killer 
is  as  follows  :  Body — bronze  harl  ribbed  with  gold, 
tag  white  leather,  hackled  as  a  Palmer  with  a  real 
Coch-y-bondhu  hackle  ;  hook  No.  6,  Kendal  scale. 
Where  chub  are  plentiful  I  have  never  known  this 
pattern  fail. 

On  the  River  Eden  in  Cumberland,  and  also  on 
the  Eamont,  near  Penrith,  I  have  seen  the  deep 
pools  on  a  bright  sunny  day  black  with  chub 
basking  on  the  surface.  One  of  the  above  patterns 
cast  among  them  was  immediately  seized.  Perhaps 
if  you  were  careful  you  would  succeed  in  extracting 
three  or  four,  and  then  the  entire  shoal  would 
vanish  from  sight  for  a  time  ;  but  if  you  returned 
in  half  an  hour's  time  there  they  would  be 
again. 

The  worst  of  chub  is  that  when  you  have  had 
the  sport  of  catching  them  you  have  to  be  content, 
for  there  is  no  hope  of  even  the  most  accomplished 
cook  being  able  to  make  them  eatable.  Now  dace, 
if  cooked  perfectly  fresh,  and  served  very  hot  with 
a  dash  of  cayenne  and  a  squeeze  of  lemon-juice, 
are  not  bad  eating ;  in  fact,  something  like  a  fresh 
white  herring.  Do  not,  however,  leave  them  in 
water ;  scale  them,  clean  them,  and  wipe  quite  dry 
on  a  clean  cloth,  then  fry  them  in  butter.  A  pound 
dace  is  a  specimen  fish,  from  6oz.  to  lOoz.  being 
the  usual  size  ;  the  largest  that  I  have  seen  weighs, 
I  believe,  lib.  3oz.,  and  is  at  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club.  The  largest  chub  I  ever  saw  was  the  one 
caught  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  on  the  Trent,  and 
which  weighed  close  on  71b.         Days  of  Yore. 
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ON  THE  TWEED  IN  MAY. 
By  R.  B.  Marston. 


{Continued  from  page  862.) 
In  one  of  the  best  of  our  books  on  angling,  "  The 
Anglers'  Companion  to  the  Rivers  and  Lochs  of 
Scotland,"  by  Thomas  Tod  Stoddart,  the  author 
says  : — "  A  ten  years'  residence  on  Tweedside  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso,  along  with  the 
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Scotch  tributaries  of  the  Tweed  fishing  is  free  for 
the  most  part,  as  it  is  in  most  of  the  Tweed  itself 
below  Kelso,  and  if  there  is  half  a  chance  of  sport 
there  are  plenty  of  expert  local  anglers  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  I  have  fished  in  a  good  many 
places  in  Scotland,  and  have  often  been  struck  with 
the  number  of  anglers  of  all  ages  who  are  to  be 
seen  on  the  banks  of  the  trout  streams  when  the 
conditions  are  favourable.  It  is,  of  course,  to  be 
accounted  for  to  a  great  extent  by  the  fact  that  so 


A  BIT  OF  THE  SQUABE  AT  KeLSO. 

Showing  Messrs.  Forrest  &  Son's  shop  and  a  corner  of  the  Cross  Key's  Hotel. 


The  "Slap"  ob  "Cauldslap"  Salmon  Pool  on  the  Tweed — Uppeb  Floors  "Wateb. 


further  experience  of  two  seasons  on  the  banks  of 
salmon  streams  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  has 
naturally  enough,  since  the  publication  of  my 
"  Scottish  Angler  "  in  1835,  contributed  in  a  large 
measure  to  deepen  my  acquaintance  with  the 
practice  of  the  art."  I  have  only  had  a  few  days' 
experience  at  Kelso,  but  I  can  now  easily  imderstand 
Stoddart's  enthusiasm  for  the  district,  and  his  love 
of  the  Tweed,  the  Teviot,  and  the  Eden,  all  easily 
fished  from  Kelso ;  indeed,  with  a  bicycle,  and 
helped  by  a  train  ride  now  and  then,  one  might 
easily  reach  half-a-dozen  famous  border  streams 
and  yet  make  one's  headquarters  at  Kelso.    In  the 


much  of  the  trout  fishing  is  free,  not  all,  by  any 
means,  but  where  there  is  one  mile  free  in  England 
there  are  at  least  a  hundred  in  Scotland.  It  is  all 
the  more  astonishing,  then,  that  the  trout  anglers 
of  Scotland  do  not  do  all  in  their  power  to  improve 
their  chances  of  sport  by  insisting  as  a  body  on 
the  establishment  of  a  close  time  for  trout  and 
the  observance  of  a  few  simple  rules  against 
imfair  fishing  and  the  taking  of  undersized  baby 
fish. 

I  had  long  chats  with  Mr.  Forrest  on  this 
subject,  and  I  only  wish  that  all  Scotch  anglers 
with  one  quarter  Mr.  Forrest's  experience  were  as 
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strongly  in  favour  as  he  is  of  a  close  time  for  trout, 
with  protection  for  them  when  up  the  becks  and 
small  streams  spawning,  and  the  making  it  illegal 
to  sell  them  during  the  close  time,  or  to  take  any 
of  the  Salmonidaj  imder  six  inches  in  length  at  any 
tune. 

It  is  impossible  to  listen  to  the  argimients  of  an 
angler  of  such  experience  and  authority  as 
Mr.  Forrest  without  being  convinced.  Not  that  I 
wanted  any  convincing,  for  when  fishing  that 
lovely  tributary  of  the  Tweed,  the  Whitadder,  in 
the  seventies  I  saw  how  great  a  falling-off  in  the 
number  and  size  of  the  fish  there  must  have  been 
since  Dr.  Ivnox  wrote  about  it  in  his  "  Fish  and 
Fishing  in  the  Lone  Glens  of  Scotland,"  the  book 


houses  or  huts.  ...  No  one  was  moving  about ;  it 
seemed  deserted  and  crumbling  into  ruins.  A 
coarsely-made  salmon  fishing-rod  or  two  placed 
over  the  doorway  of  one  of  these  low  thatched 
cottages  told  us  that  there  lived  a  brother  angler. 
We  were  right.  Our  fishing-rods  and  basket 
bespoke  our  purpose,  and  told  the  simple,  honest- 
hearted  inmate  who  we  were.  I  could  not  well 
make  out  what  business  he  exercised  ;  but  of  this 
I  am  sure,  he  was  a  noble  angler — angler  of  a 
higher  order,  for  he  chiefly  aimed  at  the  salmon. 
We  were  at  home  at  once.  I  distinctly  recollect 
that  he  was  a  bachelor  ;  but,  be  this  as  it  may, 
it  was  resolved  that  for  eight  days  at  least  we 
should  fish  the  Gala.    The  Tweed;  also  was  at 


Tun  Salmon  Diskase. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  because  the 
Tweed  is  to  a  certain  extent  poisoned  by  all  kinds 
of  pollutions  from  factories  and  towns  and  villages 
that  that  is  the  origin  of  the  loathsome  salmon 
disease,  because  it  has  not  actually  been  proved — 
but  who  can  have  much  doubt  about  it  ?  I  saw 
diseased  salmon  and  diseased  grayling,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Harvie  Brown,  author  of  that  interesting  and 
suggestive  little  book,  "  The  Wonderful  Trout " 
(and  over  two  hundred  other  books  and  essays  on 
natural  history  and  sport),  tells  me  he  saw  a  report 
that  this  last  winter  and  spring  o\  er  thirty  tons  of 
diseased  salmon  were  taken  out  of  the  Tweed, 


Hendry,  the  Duke's  keeper.  Mrs.  E,.  B.  M. 

The  Shiel — Flooes  Castle  Wateb. 


POBTKAiT  OP  the  Editor  OP  THE  FisMng  Gazette,  fishing  in 
THE  Tweed,  taken  by  Mrs.  R.  B.  M. 


Mes.  R.  B.  M.  Snapshots  oue  Fish, 


/Vomjn  iihoto  iy']  [JAis.  II.  B.  il. 

The  top  end  op  the  Uppee  Floobs  Wateb  on  the  Tweed. 


which  first  sent  me  there.  I  always  feel  I  should 
like  to  have  met  Dr.  Knox.  There  are  many 
things  in  his  little  book  which  deserve  the  sarcasm 
poured  on  them  by  my  old  friend  the  late  H.  R. 
Francis  in  "  The  Fly  Fisher  and  his  Library,"  but 
Knox  was  a  true  angler,  and  there  is  a  tartness 
about  the  flavour  of  some  of  his  outspoken  opinions 
on  men  and  things  which  make  them  very  good 
reading. 

A  Glimpse  of  Galashiels  when  it  was  only 

a  few  Shiels  on  the  Gala. 
Knox's  book  was  published  in  1854  ;  he  mentions 
in  it  that  he  knew  Galashiels  when  it  consisted  of 
"  A  church  and  manse,  a  sort  of  inn  or  rather 
public-house,  and  of  some  half-a-dozen  thatched 


hand,  and  a  short  walk  enabled  us  to  reach  its 
banks  at  that  part  and  near  that  house  which 
another  of  Scotland's  great  minds  has  immor- 
talised. But  at  the  time  I  now  speak  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott  had  not  written  '  Waverley '  nor 
the  '  Monastery,'  nor  even  the  '  Lady  of  the 
Lake '  (would  that  he  had  never  written  it !),  and  ' 
the  town  of  Galashiels  was  a  hamlet  such  as  I 
have  described.  The  lower  waters  of  the  Gala, 
above  and  below  the  busy  manufacturing  town  of 
Galashiels,  cannot  now  afford,  I  should  tliink, 
any  sport  for  the  angler.  It  was  different  then  ; 
large  trout  and  whitling  were  caught  just  below 
the  village.  Still,  silvery  Tweed  is  not  far  off, 
and  trout  and  salmon  are  no  doubt  to  be  taken 
with  the  rod." 


chiefly  in  the  upper  waters.  At  101b.  a  fish  this 
would  mean  nearly  three  thousand  salmon.  To 
bury  these  fish  near  the  river,  as  is  often  done, 
is  only  to  expose  the  river  to  fi-esh  infection  when 
a  flood  comes  ;  but  the  water-bailiffs  do  not  always 
trouble  even  to  do  this,  and  throw  them  into  the 
nearest  convenient  hiding  place — so  a  keeper  told 
me  ;  he  also  said  that  in  the  Tweed  the  grayling 
were  much  more  affected  by  saprolrgnia  fcrax 
than  trout.  When  Mr.  Carnegie  is  thinking  how 
he  may  benefit  his  native  country  again,  I  hope  it 
may  be  when  he  is  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tweed. 
There  must  be  a  crn-e  for  the  salmon  disease  if  we 
could  only  find  it,  and  a  rich  enthusiast  with  a 
staff  of  biologists  to  work  for  him  might  solve  this 
modern  mystery  in  fish  plague. 
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The  Upper  Floors  Water  in  May. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  enchanting 
panorama  of  river  scenery  than  that  on  the  Tweed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Floors  Castle,  the  seat  of 
his  Grace  the  young  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  who  is 
now  going  the  round  of  the  empire  with  H.R.H. 
the  Duke  of  York.     It  must  have  been  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  duke  who  is  thus  referred  to  by 
Stoddart  in  1847  :— "  His  Grace  is  a  most  enthusi- 
astic and  efficient  salmon  fisher,  and  the  feats  he 
has  frequently  achieved  are  unsurpassed  by  those  of 
any  living  angler  in  Great  Britam.    It  is  a  matter 
of  not  uncommon  occurrence  for  him  to  kill  with 
the  rod  betwixt  twenty  and  thirty  fish,  salmon  and 
grilse,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  on  the  Floors  stretch 
of  water  alone.    He  has  recently  much  improved 
the  fishing  capabilities  of  this  range  of  Tweed, 
both  by  constructing  dykes  in  order  to  form  pools 
and  by  adding  large  stones  to  the  channel  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  induce  the  salmon  to  remain  within 
the  precincts  of  the  estate.    The  casts  on  the  Floors 
water  are  as  follows :— The  Slates,  Blackstane, 
Weetles,  Huddles,  Shot  {recently  imj^roved  and 
formed  into  a  sort  of  cauld  or  dam).  Income, 
Cobby-hole,  Putt,  Back  Bullers,  Maxwheel.  Im- 
mediately below  the  Back  Bullers  the  junction  of 
the  Tweed  and  Teviot  (a  little  above  Kelso  Bridge) 
takes  place,  unquestionably  a  meeting  of  waters 
unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  United  Kingdom." 

One  of  the  illustrations  accompanying  this  note 
is  from  a  Kodak  photograph  I  took  of  the  Slap, 
which,  I  unagine,  must  be  the  one  with  the  "  cauld 
or  dam  "  refeiTed  to  by  Stoddart  as  having  been 
recently  made  in  1847.  It  is  a  long  embankment 
of  solid  masonry,  now  imdermined  in  places  by  the 
river,  and  in  want  of  repair.  Its  effect  is  to  confine 
the  stream  to  a  much  narrower  channel.  The  main 
stream  now  runs  down  by  the  side  of  this  wall, 
deep  and  strong  over  great  rocks  and  boulders,  an 
ideal  "  lie  "  for  salmon,  often  jdelding  many  fish  in 
a  day  to  the  fortunate  angler  fishing  it. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  give  here  Mr.  Watson 
Lyall's  list  of  the  salmon  casts  on  the  Floors  water 
to  compare  them  with  Stoddart's.  I  take  them 
from  his  invaluable  "  Sportsmen  and  Tourists' 
Guide  to  the  Lochs  and  Eivers  of  Scotland,"  which 
is  published  monthly,  price  one  shilling,  and  is 
simply  invaluable  to  the  angler  visiting  Scotland. 
I  noticed  Mr.  Watson  Lyall's  name  in  the  visitors' 
book  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  his  list  is  compiled  from  information  obtained 
on  the  spot : — 

Floors  Water,  belonging  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Roxburghe,  begins  at  the  end  of  the  Makerstoun  fish- 
ings, and  numbers,  from  The  Slates,  the  highest  cast, 
to  Maxwiel,  the  lowest,  twenty-two  casts.  The  Floors 
fishings  have  always  been  particularly  good ;  but  the 
present  Duke's  grandfather  greatly  improved  some  of 
the  casts  by  altering  and  deepening  the  streams  here 
and  there,  and  thereby  producing  new  shelter  for 
salmon,  as  well  as  a  better  run  of  water  on  some  of 
the  stream  casts.  The  Floors  Water  is  fully  three 
miles  long,  but  the  salmon-angling  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  extends  from  Maxwiel,  about  six  miles 
farther  down  the  river,  to  Carham  Burn,  which  forms 
the  dividing  line  between  Scotland  and  England.  The 
Floors  Water  is  sometimes  let  by  the  proprietor,  and, 
as  previously  said,  the  lower  waters  from  Maxwiel 
downwards  are  in  the  hands  of  lessees,  who  treat  with 
anglers  for  sport.  The  casts  on  Floors  Water—and 
they  are  nearly  all  good— are  The  Slates,  Blackstane, 
Weetles,  Huddles,  Shot,  Cauldslap,  Dyke-end,  New 
Stream,  Hedge-end,  Shirk  Stream,  Langrocks,  Skelly- 
rock,  Planting-end,  Coach  Wynd,  Innes'  Cast,  Income 
Garden  Wall,  Putt,  Blackbullers,  The  Junction' 
Cradles,  and  Maxwiel.  ' 


Hendry,  the  keeper  on  the  Upper  Floors  Water, 
told  me  tales  of  the  grand  sport  at  which  he  has 
assisted  during  the  long  period— over  thirty  years, 
I  think — which  he  has  been  on  the  water.  "  No 
good  the  now,  but  yon's  a  grand  pool  for  salmon 
in  the  autumn  when  the  water's  right."  "  That's 
Mr.  Ley's  favourite  cast  "—this  as  he  pointed  to 
the  new  stream,  one  of  the  last  casts  on  the  upper 
beat.  Hendry  has  a  cosy  cottage  on  the  bank 
which  separates  the  Teviot  from  the  Tweed  ;  this 
bank  was  a  garden  of  primroses  early  in  May,  and 
although  he  has  never  been  to  London,  his  prim- 
roses have,  and  he  is  to  come  himself  some  day 
and  brmg  some  roots,  and  tell  us  again  of  his 
fishing  with  John  Bright,  and  Henry  Fawcett, 

who,  although  blind,  fished  so  well  for  salmon  

Hendry  holding  on  to  him,  and  now  and  again 
tumbling  in  with  him — and  many  another  famous 
angler.  In  the  shiel,  or  fishing-hut,  hanging  over 
the  fireplace  are  several  clubs  for  killing  salmon , 


"  priests,"  as  they  call  them  in  Ireland,  One  of 
thern,  battered  and  worm-eaten,  bears  the  date  of, 
I  think,  1864,  and  the  words  "  life  of  man,"  as  far 
as  I  could  make  out.  I  wondered  if  it  had  any 
reference  to  some  fisherman  who  had  been  drowned 
— from  analogy  with  the  old  song  of  "  Caller 
Herrin'  " — "  ca'  them  rather  lives  of  men." 

Next  week  I  hope  to  give  a  few  notes  about 
trout  fishing  on  the  Tweed. 

The  illustrations  explain  themselves.  Many  a 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  treasures  his  Forrest 
salmon  or  trout  rod,  and  one  view  shows  Messrs. 
Fon-est's  shop,  next  door  to  the  Cross  Keys — most 
convenient  for  visitors  staying  at  that  very  com- 
fortable hotel.  It  was  a  great  disappointment  to 
us  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  was  unable  to  join  us  during 
our  stay  at  Kelso.  I  should  have  greatly  enjoyed 
fishing  with  such  a  famous  expert  in  the  wet  fly 
style  on  his  favourite  river,  but  I  hope  some  day 
we  may  be  able  to  compare  the  merits  of  dry  and 
wet  fly  fishing  on  the  Tweed.  I  am  a  firm  believer 
in  both  styles  myself. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  PAEODY  ON  "  DEINK, 
PUPPY,  DEINK." 
By  a  Darenth  Dry  Fly  Man. 


Then  drink,  puppy,  drink, 

And  let  every  puppy  drink. 
Who  is  old  enough  to  lap  and  to  swallow, 

For  he'll  grow  into  a  hound, 

So  we'll  pass  the  bottle  round, 
And  merrily  we'll  whoop  and  we'll  holloa. 

Then  rise,  troutlets,  rise. 

And  let  every  troutlet  rise. 
For  your  day  of  capture  is  not  yet  nigh  ; 

You'll  grow  into  big  trout,- 

So  we'll  pour  the  whiskey  out. 
And  merrily  we'll  cast  dry  and  wet  fly. 


NIGH  FIFTY  YEAES  AGO. 


The  modern  dry-fly  angler,  whose  acquaintance 
with  the  art  of  fly  fishing  may  date  from  a  very 
recent  period,  is  usually  inclined  to  imagine  that 
the  modern  fly  fisher's  outfit  has  come  into  being 
entirely  owing  to  the  eff'orts  of  the  apostles  of  the 
floating  fly.  If,  however,  the  angler  'has  ever 
dipped  into  the  pages  of  "  The  Practical  Angler," 
that  wonderful  book  of  Stewart's,  he  will  have 
been  astonished  at  the  number  of  ideas  which, 
though  propounded  in  those  pages  in  1857,  are  only 
to-day  being  generally  accepted  by  the  great  body 
of  anglers. 

In  a  short  article  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  than 
select  one  or  two  instances  where  the  sage  of  nigh 
fifty  years  ago  has  forestalled  the  authors  and 
authorities  of  to-day.  Even  on  the  theory  of 
angling  this  little  book  will  teach  many  of  us 
modems  lessons  which  we  are  too  likely  to  forget. 
Three  paragraphs  in  especial  may  be  quoted  : — 
"There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  by  the  great 
majority  of  people,  an  amusement  is  valued  in  pro- 
portion as  it  affords  room  for  the  exercise  of  skill." 

"  We  never  yet  met  a  bad  angler  that  had  not  a 
good  excuse." 

"  Some  anglers  have  also  a  habit  of  characterising 
large  takes  as  butchery,  the  point  where  sport 
stops  and  butchery  commences  lying  about  the 
individual's  greatest  take." 

On  the  current  matters  of  to-day  Stewart  seemed 
gifted  with  prophetic  powers.  Thus  he  wrote: — 
"  Some  sanguine  people  expect  great  things— that 
salmon  and  trout  will  once  more  become  the 
denizens  of  every  stream  in  England,  and  that  even 
old  Father  Thames  will  again  be  peopled  with  the 
monarch  of  the  streams ;  but  we  look  for  no  such 
result,  and  fear  that  the  time  which  Dr.  Cumming 
has  set  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  prophecy  will  find 
the  Thames  and  other  streams  much  as  they  are." 

The  prophetic  date  has  come  and  gone,  and 
although  the  learned  divine  was  in  error,  the  fly 
fisher  was  correct,  and  we  are  still  as  far  off  adult 
salmon  in  the  Thames  as  ever,  although  "  some 
sanguine  people " — that  is,  the  Thames  Salmon 
Association — are  still  busy  at  work  expecting  great 
things. 

The  questions  of  acuteness  of  vision  and  the 
possession  of  memory  have  been  attributed  in 
modern  days  to  the  imagination  of  dry-fly  cranks, 


but  cm-  wet-fly  up-stream  artist  of  1857  was 
perfectly  clear  on  these  matters  : — 

"  At  night,  when  it  is  so  dark  that  the  angler 
cannot  see  his  flies,  or  even  his  rod,  trout  will  see 
and  seize  a  midge  fly,  which  certainly  argues  the 
possession  of  extraordinary  powers  of  vision." 

Again  :  "  In  rivers  much  fished,  trout,  although 
sometimes  numerous,  become  very  shy ;  seeing 
artificial  flies  so  often  and  being  deceived  by  them, 
they  detect  their  nature,  thus  showing  that  they 
are,  to  some  extent,  possessed  of  memory." 

On  the  question  of  tackle,  Stewart  is  best  known 
as  the  inventor  of  the  three-hook  tackle  for  worms  ; 
an  interesting  commentary  on  an  angler  who  writes 
thus  :  "  Fly  fishing  in  a  clear,  low  water  is,  beyond 
comparison,  the  most  difficult  of  all  branches  of 
the  angler's  art,  and  should  therefore  rank  highest 
as  a  sport." 

It  is  imagined  by  some  that  built-cane, 
powerful  ten -foot  rods  are  the  invention  of 
modem  days,  and  that  our  fathers  flailed  away 
with  whiplike  imwieldy  weapons  until  the  chalk 
stream  professors  came  upon  the  scene  and  taught 
them  better.  This  impression  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  confirmed  by  a  long  paragraph  in  Halford's 
"  Dry-Fly  Fishing."  Speaking  of  rods  of  twelve 
and  a  half  feet,  the  author  winds  up  by  saying  : 
"  In  the  present  day  no  trout-fisher  can  require  a 
rod  anything  longer  than  ten  feet,  and  from  this  to 
nine  feet  six  inches  are  the  dimensions  every  prac- 
tical rod-maker  or  angler  would  recommend." 

Yet  Stewart  wrote  forty  years  before  :  "  A  light, 
stiff,  single-handed  rod  about  ten  feet  long  will  be 
amply  sufficient  for  most  waters."  Again,  it  seems 
to  be  a  general  impression  that  built-cane  rods 
came  to  us  first  from  America.  They  seem,  bow- 
ever,  to  have  been  upon  the  market  at  the  period 
when  "  The  Practical  Angler  "  was  written,  and  at 
about  the  same  prices  as  in  the  present  day,  for 
Stewart  writes  :  "  Hickory  and  bamboo,  particularly 
the  latter,  are  best  suited  for  tops,  and  we  think 
the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  should  be  of 
bamboo.  The  strength  of  bamboo  lies  in  the  skin, 
and  in  order  to  turn  this  to  the  best  account,  rod- 
makers  lay  two  or  three  slits  together  so  as  to  form 
a  complete  skin  all  round.  This  is  much  more 
troublesome  than  making  it  of  one  piece,  but  is 
more  durable,  and  with  good  usage  will  never 
break.  Rods  are  sometimes  made  entirely  of 
bamboo,  but  they  possess  no  advantage  over  those 
in  common  use  to  compensate  for  the  additional 
expense,  a  twelve-foot  rod  of  this  material  costing 
£3  or  £4.  For  our  own  use  we  are  exceedingly 
partial  to  rods  made  entirely  of  cane,  with  the 
exception  of  the  top,  which  is  entirely  of  bamboo." 

The  old  wet-fly  angler's  axioms  are  many  of 
them  as  true  to-day  as  they  were  in  1857.  Here 
are  one  or  two  : — 

"  We  advise  the  angler  never  to  use  a  long  line 
when  a  short  one  will,  by  any  possibility,  answer 
the  purpose." 

"  In  playing  a  trout,  do  as  much  as  possible  by 
keeping  up  with  it  by  walking,  and  never  let  out 
line  if  you  can  avoid  it." 

"  Always  as  you  go  up  taking  a  cast  or  two 
straight  up,  as  close  to  the  edge  as  possible." 

"  When  there  are  no  natural  flies  on  the  water, 
trout  never  rise  freely  at  an  artificial  one." 

'  The  fly,  in  fact,  must  be  large  enough  to  ensure 
its  being  seen,  but  not  so  large  as  to  enable  the 
ti'out  to  detect  its  artificial  nature." 

"  For  rivers  in  general,  the  month  of  May,  taking 
it  as  a  whole,  is  worth  any  two  months  to  the 
fly-fisher." 

Can  any  modern  apostle  of  the  dry  fly  be  more 
orthodox  ? 

How  unfortunate  has  the  fact  proved  that  the 
most  successful  worm  tackle  for  the  capture  of 
trout  was  the  invention  of  our  talented  author  I 

That  even  in  1857  the  superiority  of  fly  fishing 
was  maintained  by  Stewart  there  is  abundant 
evidence  in  his  book.  After  pointing  out  that  with 
minnow,  worm,  or  natural  insect  the  lure  is  the 
natural  food  of  the  fish,  he  goes  on  to  say  that 
with  fly  fishing  the  angler  has  "  by  means  of  a  few 
feathers  to  deceive  the  wary,  keen-sighted  fish,  and 
make  it  believe  that  his  imitation  is  a  natural  fly 
either  alive  or  dead."  He  concludes :  "  Hence, 
fly  fishing  in  the  same  condition  of  water  requires 
more  address  than  angling  with  the  womi  or  any 
other  known  method  ;  and  consequently  fly-fishing 
in  clear,  low  water  is,  beyond  comparison,  the  most 
ifficult  of  all  the  branches  of  the  angler's  art,  and 
should  therefore  rank  highest  as  sport." 

Stewart's  fame  should  rest  chiefly  on  one  fact — 
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namely,  that  he  was  the  prophet  of  up-stream  fishing. 

"As  he  says  :  "  The  great  error  of  fly-fishing  as 
usually  practised  and  as  recommended  to  be  prac- 
tised by  books  is  that  the  angler  fishes  down- 
stream, whereas  he  should  fish  up." 

With  the  modesty  which  as  a  riile  is  characteristic 
of  most  experts,  he  does  not  claim  to  have  invented 
this  method,  but  refers  to  having  met  "  one  or  two 
amateurs  and  a  few  professionals  "  who  fished  in 
this  way  —  "in  a  really  artistic  manner."  It 
seems  almost  as  if  the  up-stream  method  was 
practically  the  first  step  towards  dry-fly  fishing, 
especially  if  the  minutiae  prescribed  by  Stewart 
are  taken  into  account.  Thus  he  says :  "  After 
your  flies  alight,  allow  them  to  float  gently  down 
stream  for  a  yard  or  two,  taking  care  that  neither 
they  nor  the  line  ripple  the  water."  The  avoidance 
of  drag  seems  almost  worthy  of  the  high  and  dry- 
fly  authors.  Again,:  "  The  moment  the  fly  alights, 
being  the  most  deadly  of  the  whole  cast,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  oftener  it  is  repeated  the  better, 
and  therefore  the  angler  should  cast  as  frequently 
as  possible,  always  allowing  the  flies  to  remain  a 
few  moments  in  order  to  let  the  trout  see  them." 

Speaking  of  the  rise — that  is,  when  the  fly  comes 
Up — he  says  : — "  This  is  what  is  popularly  knovm  as 
'  the  time  of  the  take,'  and  occurs,  more  or  less,  at 
some  time  of  the  day  the  whole  season  through. 
The  leaping  of  the  trout  in  all  directions  at  once 
informs  the  angler  when  it  commences,  and  he 
should  make  the  most  of  his  time.  It  sometimes 
happens  several  times  during  the  day,  but  rarely 
lasts  more  than  an  hour  at  a  time,  and  stops  as 
suddenly  as  it  commences.  It  is  only  during  the 
take  that  trout  can  be  caught  in  very  deep  water, 
as  it  is  only  then  they  are  hovering  near  the 
surface  on  the  outlook  for  flies." 

In  fact,  the  axioms  to  fish  up-stream,  to  throw  a 
light  line,  to  let  the  flies  float  down  without 
drag,  to  fish  close  under  one's  own  bank,  to  use  a 
small  fly,  to  fish  the  rise,  to  use  a  short  line,  a 
short,  powerful  rod,  and  to  keep  out  of  sight,  are 
the  radical  doctrines  of  the  dry  fly  fisher,  and  must 
have  come  as  a  shock  to  the  down-stream,  long  line 
fly  fishers,  whose  long  whippy  rods,  light  lines,  and 
jerking  flies  were  useful  for  producing  an  imitation 
of  the  larvae  of  water  flies,  or,  perchance,  water- 
shrimps,  struggling  against  the  stream,  but  could 
not  possibly  imitate  a  water  fly  in  its  sub-imago 
condition,  just  emerged  during  what  is  commonly 
known  nowadays  as  "  the  rise." 

All  the  gratitude  then  of  modern*  fly  fishers 
should  go  out  to  the  Scottish  amateur  of  nigh  fifty 
years  ago,  whose  devotion  to  the  sport  was  so 
well  known,  and  whose  personal  knowledge  and 
experience  was  so  rich  and  rare. 

In  conclusion,  two  stories  may  be  told  of  Stewart 
which  illustrate  typically  the  man  : — 

An  old  keeper,  being  told  that  Stewart  had  said 
that  any  good  fly  fisher  could  get  at  least  twelve 
poxmds  of  trout  in  a  day,  said,  "  Aye,  ane  o' 
Stewart's  days,  twenty-foor  hoors  o'  creepin'  an' 
crawlin'. 

The  great  angler  himself,  when  asked  by  a  friend 
what  he  was  doing  for  a  living,  triumphantly 
replied,  "  Man,  I'm  an  angler."    And  he  was. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


EEL  BOBBING. 


The  Ipswich  Piscatorials  are  fond  of  eels,  not 
necessarily  stewed  or  fried,  but  for  the  sport  they 
afi'ord,  and  one  or  two  of  them  consider  themselves 
experts  at  this  branch  of  the  piscator's  art ;  so,  at 
one  of  our  meetings,  it  was  solemnly  proposed  that, 
while  waiting  the  reopening  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season,  the  tedium  should  be  relieved  by  holding  an 
eel  bobbing  competition.  The  suggestion,  however, 
met  with  a  somewhat  cool  reception,  and  sarcastic 
remarks  were  made  at  the  expense  of  the  proposer. 
These  did  not  deter  him  from  dilating  most 
eloquently  upon  the  virtues  of  his  pet  sport,  so 
that  in  a  short  time  he  had  converted  the  necessary 
majority,  and  forthwith  it  was  decided  that  a 
contest  should  be  held  during  the  last  week  in  May. 
Every  evening  for  three  long  weeks  the  smoke-room 
conversation,  no  matter  what  subject  was  under 
discussion,  drifted  to  eels,  and  the  members  who 
had  paired  off  to  share  boats  put  their  heads 
together  and  secretly  laid  their  plans,  fishermen 
and  boatmen  were  consulted,  and,  as  Bickerdyke 
has  it,  base  hirelings  were  procured  to  obtain  the 
most  luscious  worms,  and  to  bvinch  them  up  on 
worsted  for  the  bobs. 


Those  who  had  boats  of  their  own  were  careful 
to  make  canvas  covers  for  the  midship  section,  but 
those  who  were  using  other  people's  were  not  so 
particular  in  this  respect.  At  last  the  long-ex- 
pected day  arrived,  and  the  weather  conditions 
were  as  favourable  as  the  boldest  bobber  could 
wish,  the  long  spell  of  east  wind  was  past  and  the 
previous  evening  was  warm  and  balmy  ;  there  was 
a  little  more  wind  in  the  afternoon  than  some  of 
us  cared  for,  but  it  might  drop  as  the  sun  went 
down.  Some  time  before  the  hour  appointed  for 
starting  competitors  were  putting  in  an  appearance 
at  the  headquarters ;  a  special  pair  of  scales  was 
provided,  and  in  evidence  on  the  sideboard ;  the 
secretary  was  busily  engaged  in  serving  out  the 
tempting  bobs,  which  the  base  hirelings  had 
brought  in  fresh  and  wriggling  just  before.  Five 
o'clock  struck  and  a  move  was  made  for  the  boats. 
In  one  or  two  instances  the  neck  of  a  bottle  was 
clearly  visible  against  an  upturned  pocket  flap,  while 
others  were  struggling  beneath  a  load  of  mooring 
lines,  anchors,  weights,  buckets,  etc.  We  left 
some  behind,  grumbling  loudly  at  their  partners 
who  had  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance.  Eight 
boats  started,  one  member  pluckily  going  alone. 
A  row  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  brought 
us  to  the  spot  we  had  selected  for  a  start,  but  the 
wind  had  freshened  considerably,  and  I  had  to 
leave  off  getting  the  gear  ready  to  take  an  oar  as  it 
was  too  much  for  my  partner  to  pull  against  alone. 
Dumping  down  at  the  mouth  of  a  small  creek  we 
soon  had  bobs  in,  and  had  not  long  to  wait  before 
each  of  us  felt  a  tug  at  them.  Pipes  were  lit 
and  we  settled  quietly  down,  one  at  each  end  of 
the  boat;  more  bites,  but  nothing  in  the  boat 
at  present ;  up  again,  a  crab  this  time — now  an  eel, 
poor  little  thing,  he  was  too  young  to  be  out  alone. 
We  were  watching  the  other  boats  ;  they  were 
evidently  not  doing  much ;  the  experts  had  shifted 
several  times,  which  did  not  look  as  if  they  were 
having  any  sport.  The  wind  still  freshened,  and 
the  tide  was  making  up  fast,  causing  a  considerable 
ripple  as  it  covered  the  mud  flats  ;  then  came  rain, 
and  on  went  our  mackintoshes.  Matters  did  not  look 
promising ;  we  had  not  felt  a  fish  for  some  time,  so 
shifted  our  ground,  but  without  better  result.  Now 
getting  dark,  more  wind,  more  rain,  have  a  pull  at 
the  flask — thanks.  Then  a  voice  from  the  next 
boat  came  over  the  water,  "  Bravo  Bob  "  ;  suppose 
they  landed  one.  We  try  a  more  sheltered  spot 
and  find  two  other  boats  there,  but  they  have  met 
with  no  luck.  We  must  all  report  ourselves  at 
headquarters  by  10.30,  but  as  matters  do  not 
improve  we  do  not  avail  ourselves  of  the  full  time, 
and  begin  to  make  tracks. 

Arrived  at  the  clubhouse  we  are  greeted  by  others 
who  had  wisely  left  off  earlier.  Then  there  were 
loud  cries  for  the  secretary  as,  wet  and  thirsty,  he 
put  in  an  appearance.  Two  boats  have  yet  to  come 
in,  but  we  commence  to  weigh.  Crew  No.  6  come 
in  labouring  beneath  a  heavily-laden  sack.  Then 
a  discussion  arises  as  to  weighing  in  eel  pouts. 
Crew  No.  6  protest  loudly  that  they  should  be 
allowed,  but  the  secretary  is  obdurate,  and  eels — 
nothing  but  eels — will  he  have  on  the  scale.  No.  1 
have  not  arrived.  No.  2  is  called.  From  the 
bottom  of  a  big  sack  the  catch  is  produced  and  is 
duly  placed  upon  the  scale — one  eel,  weight, 
loz.  Sdrms.,  calls  out  the  secretary.  No.  3  are  the 
experts,  and  murmurs  of  anticipation  are  heard  all 
round  the  room  as  their  bag  is  produced — total 
weight,  14oz.,  number  too  many  to  count  before 
closing  time.  No.  4 — the  secretary  gravely  calls 
out  his  own  and  his  partner's  names — two  eels, 
weight,  loz.  No  6  —  a  further  appeal  for  eel 
pouts  to  be  allowed,  quickly  quashed,  however,  and 
the  heavy  bag  is  emptied  of  its  contents — a  quantity 
of  garden  produce  and  one  crab.  Crew  No.  6  are 
called  names  and  threatened  with  penalties.  No.  7, 
2oz.  12drms.  No.  8,  nil.  No.  1  now  arrive,  things 
look  better — lib.  13oz.  Idrm.,  top  weight ;  but 
No.  5  have  yet  to  come,  and  the  high  hopes  of  No.  1 
are  dashed,  more  weights  are  added  to  the  scale, 
and  21b.  7oz.  12drms.  takes  the  prize.  This  cannot 
by  any  stretch  of  imagination  be  called  a  successful 
evening's  work,  but  now  the  fun  begins.  Our  only 
truthful  member  has  heard  some  remarks  about  his 
1  oz.  3drm.  catch  and  is  getting  bloodthirsty.  He 
wants  to  know  who  proposed  that  an  eel  bobbing 
match  should  be  held,  but  the  guilty  member 
maintains  a  discreet  silence.  Then  crew  No.  6 
are  reminded  that  it  was  an  eel  match  and  not  a 
horticultural  show  they  had  entered  for.  The 
only  truthful  member  having  failed  to  satiate  his 
thirst  for  blood  upon  the  proposer  of  the  match, 


wanted  the  man  who  arranged  it  for  May  30,  but 
here  again  he  met  with  silence,  and  the  secretary 
point-blank  refused  to  produce  the  tell-tale  minute 
book.  No.  7  roundly  abused  their  boat  for  leaking 
and  letting  all  their  catch  through.  Language 
suitable  for  the  occasion  failed  to  come  to  the 
assistance  of  the  experts  (No.  3),  who  quietly  sucked 
their  pipes  and  emptied  their  glasses.  The  secre- 
tary rounded  on  his  partner  for  dragging  him  away 
from  the  bosom  of  his  family.  (The  secretary's 
wife  had  just  informed  him  that  she  had  not  any- 
thing in  the  larder  for  breakfast,  as  she  knew  he 
would  bring  plenty  home.) 

No.  1  shook  hands  with  each  other  upon  beating 
the  experts,  and  someone  actually  congratulated 
the  winners  upon  their  success,  otherwise  they 
were  generally  overlooked  in  the  chorus  of  mutual 
recriminations.  Matters  were  not  improving  when 
the  angel  of  peace  fortunately  looked  in,  remarking, 
"  Time,  gentlemen,  please."  Well,  after  all,  eel 
bobbing  is  good  sport  under  favourable  conditions, 
and  we  hope  to  have  another  evening  at  it  before 
the  summei;  is  much  further  advanced. 

Union  Jack. 


FLY  AND  ELOAT  FISHING. 


A  Yorkshire  subscriber  sends  us  the  following 
note : — 

"  I  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would  give 
me  your  opinion  upon  the  following  point  : — From 
the  opening  of  the  season  until  June  16  the 
members  of  our  club  are  restricted  to  fly  fishing 
only,  which,  according  to  ordinary  interpretation, 
means  surface  fishing,  using  as  bait  either  natural 
or  artificial  fly.  Enclosed  is  a  sketch  showing  a 
method  adopted  by  one  member.  A  is  an  ordinary 
quill  float,  similar  to  that  used  for  bottom  fishing. 


weighted  by  shots,  C,  suspended  from  its  base  ;  B  is 
the  reel-line  ;  connected  with  the  float  is  a  curved 
length  of  very  fine  wire,  D,  having  at  its  free  end 
the  gut  and  hook  on  which  a  live  bluebottle,  E,  is 
placed,  the  wire  keeping  the  fly  on  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  question  at  issue  is.  Is  this 
legitimate  fly  fishing,  or,  because  the  float  is  a 
necessary  accessory  to  bottom  fishing,  does  that 
preclude  its  use  in  the  above  manner?  " 

Halifax.  F.  F. 

[If  the  club  rules  allow  dibbing  with  the  natural 
fly,  we  do  not  see  that  there  can  be  any  dispute 
about  the  very  ingenious  and  original  method 
adopted  by  one  of  the  members.  It  is  quite  as 
legitimate  as  fishing  with  a  live  May  Fly  and  a 
blow  line,  or  dibbing  under  the  bushes  with  a 
natural  fly.  Sometimes  anglers  on  the  Westmeath 
Lakes  carmot  fish  for  days  because  there  is  no 
breeze,  but  with  a  Nottingham  reel  and  fine  un- 
dressed reel-line,  well  greased  with  red  deer  fat 
(which  makes  it  float),  and  this  "  fly  and  float " 
dodge,  an  angler  in  a  boat  could  drop  a  live  ]\Iay 
Fly  overboard,  row  away  for  thirty  or  forty  yards, 
and  await  developments  with  more  hope'  than 
whistling  for  a  breeze  implies. — Ed.] 


"  Naval  Brigades  in  the  South  African  War  " 
is  the  title  of  a  new  illustrated  work  which  Jlessrs. 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.  ha-^  e  in  preparation. 
It  is  wi-itten  by  officers  attached  to  the  various 
naval  brigades,  and  edited  by  Surgeon  T.  T.  .Jeans, 
E.N.,  who  also  contributes  the  chapter  on  the 
advance  from  Enslin  to  Bloemfontein. 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mooning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— Gbnebal  Remabks.— The  Thames  has  a 
very  slack  stream,  aud  a  good  rain  would  help  to  put 
the  river  iu  condition  for  the  opening  season  on 
June  IG.  There  is  very  little  sport  to  record  from  the 
river  this  week.  Mr.  A.  J.  Emms,  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials,  has  taken  a  trout  of  51b.  6oz.  at  Shepper- 
ton.  On  Wednesday  (June  18)  the  Anchor  Fishing 
Society's  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Druid's  Head" 
Kingston. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ancholme  District.— The  Ancholme  has  been 
lowered  four  feet  for  repairs  to  a  lock,  and  fish  have 
consequently  been  largely  in  evidence,  amongst  them 
being  some  very  fine  trout  and  also  king  carp.  Fishing 
in  the  trout  brooks  has  been  much  impeded  by  the 
drought,  but  on  the  Bain,  the  premier  trout  stream  of 
Lincolnshire,  some  lovely  fish  of  from  lib.  to  31b.  each 
have  been  taken  recently  by  members  of  the  Horn- 
castle  Club  and  visitors.  The  best  of  these  fell  victims 
to  the  Green  Drake,  which  has  been  out  in  full  force 
on  most  of  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  where  it  is  gene- 
rally well  taken.  Anglers  may  now  use  Ant  Flies  and 
the  Dark  Mackerel.  The  Black  Dun  is  also  due.— 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Coin,  Leach,  .  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
The  May  Fly  has  been  well  on  during  the  past  week, 
and,  as  I  have  said  all  along  would  be  the  case,  some 
capital  sport  has  been  had,  both  on  hotel  and  private 
waters,  the  Coin  especially  being  well  stocked  through- 
out its  course;  in  some  instances  the  sport  had  on 
private  waters  has  been  a  record.  The  Bull  Hotel 
Waters  have  been  well  patronised,  and  these  picturesque 
waters  have  produced  better  sport  for  its  many  patrons 
than  for  years  past,  and  with  fish  of  good  size  up  to 
2^\b.  On  Saturday,  June  1,  the  fly  was  up  thick,  and 
on  June  2  they  were  about  in  hundreds  up  in  the  town 
of  Fairford,  and  a  fresh  preacher  in  the  parish  church 
made  an  interesting  reference  to  the  ephemera  in  his 
sermon.  Mr.  Thomas  Powell  has  been  killing  some 
big  fish  on  the  Fairford  waters,  one  brace  he  got 
weighing  nearly  4|lb.  Dr.  Powell,  of  Highworth, 
also  got  a  big  one  in  one  of  his  catches.  Mr.  A.  Palmer 
and  his  friends  have  been  having  capital  sport  on  the 
Fairford  Park  Waters,  Mr.  Raymond  Barker  getting  a 
creel  of  big  ones,  the  majority  over  21b.  each.  Mr.  F. 
Carbonell  has  been  amongst  those  to  have  good  sport 
on  these  unique  waters.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  and  the 
Marquise  and  Mr.  Wilson  have  been  having  splendid 
sport,  taking  one  day  twenty-three  brace  of  good  trout, 
and  the  next  day  they  followed  it  up  with  another 
excellent  catch,  which  I  was  privileged  to  see,  there 
being  two  large  dishes  piled  up  with  fine  trout,  some 
of  them  two-pounders.  Mr.  John  Jeffreys  on  the 
Bibury  Court  Waters  had  a  splendid  day's  sport, 
with  a  creel  of  three  brace,  all  over  21b.  each! 
Mr.  Gardner  Bazley  and  friends  have  been 
having  excellent  sport  on  the  Hatherop  Castle 
Waters;  Mr.  John  Faulkner  and  friends  have  been 
doing  .well  on  the  Whelford  Waters,  and  Captain 
Garrend  and  Dr.  Marsh  on  the  Butler's  Court  Waters. 
On  Saturday,  June  1,  Mr.  Hitchman  lies  had  some 
pretty  sport  on  the  Bull  Hotel  Waters;  besides 
putting  several  good  trout  back,  he  creeled  three  and 
a  half  brace  of  fine  trout.  Mr.  Warne  aud  Mr.  Clarke 
have  been  doing  well  on  these  waters,  so  also  have 
Drs.  Hooker,  Wolfendale,  Turner,  and  Bloxsome.— Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  monotonous  drought, 
which  lasted  six  or  eight  weeks,  ended  last  week,  but 
although  half  a  dozen  hours'  rain  fell,  little  or  no  im- 
pression was  made  on  the  rivers,  which  are  still  very 
low  and  clear.  On  the  Camel,  at  Crebor's  Pool,  a 
trout  of  nearly  31b.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Oliver,  and 
higher  up  several  fairly  good  baskets  were  made. 
Peel  have  run  up  the  Fowey  and  Camel,  many  in  the 
former  river  as  far  as  Eedgate.  In  the  Camel  the 
majority  are  still  below  the  Black  Pool  weir.  There 
are  strong  complaints  of  otters  in  this  latter  river. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Although  trout- 
mg  remains  very  dull  a  few  salmon  have  been  killed 
by  rod  and  line— a  new  experience  in  these  days,  when 
salmsn  falling  to  anglers  are  few  and  far  between. 
Captain  Ryan  had  a  nine  pounder  on  Friday  (May  31), 
and  Mr.  Edmonds  secured  a  nice  fish  of  lljlb.  Both 
these  were  taken  with  the  minnow  in  the  pools  above 
Staverton,  but  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Buckfastleigh,  has  been 
fortunate  with  the  fly,  he  getting  three  recently.  On 
Friday  (May  31),  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin  and  E.  Distin 
killed  SIX  trout  each,  and  Mr.  Ackrell  creeled  two 
brae  3,  and  on  Tuesday  (June  4),  the  first  named  had  five 
and  Mr.  E.  Distin  seven.  Messrs.  Ackrell  and  Full  each 
took  half-a-dozen,  most  of  these  being  taken  by  dapping 
with  the  caterpillar.  The  Black  Midge  and  the 
Pheasant  Tail  are  the  best  flies.  Among  those  who 
have  been  after  salmon  are  Colonel  Plummer  and 
Mr.  G.  G.  Green.  Mr.  Pethybridge  met  with  no  luck. 
— Devonian, 


Devonshire  Streams.— A  magnificent  trout  T^lb. 
m  weight,  has  been  killed  in  the  Exe  at  Tiverton  by 
Mr.  George  Duckham.  Sixty  trout  were  creeled  in 
the  Tamar  on  Saturday  (June  1),  of  which  several 
were  returned.  The  Black  and  Silver  twist  and 
Peacock  Blue  were  used,  and  all  the  fish  were  taken  on 
the  same  two  flies.  On  the  Carev  sport  is  quiet,  but 
two  half-pounders  were  killed  with  the  Red  Palmer. 
On  the  Upper  Tamar  some  excellent  baskets  have  been 
made,  one  rod  in  flve  days  fishing  getting  31,  26,  15, 
43,  35.  A  lot  were  returned.  Mr.  Stainton  got  26 
one  day.  The  Alder,  Black  Palmer  with  silver  twist, 
and  the  Green  Drake  have  been  successful. — Devonian! 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel  Length)! 
Sport  on  this  water  is  improving.  Mr.  Bradswell  on 
Thursday,  May  30,  getting  a  brace  and  half  of  nice 
fish.  Messrs.  Basset  of  Maidenhead  arriving  of!  the 
2.43  train  on  Monday,  June  3,  at  once  commenced 
operations.  Mr.  D.  Basset  one  fish  fib.,  W.  Basset  a 
brace,  and  W.  S.  Basset  a  brace  and  half.  On  Tuesday, 
June  4,  Mr.  D.  Basset,  1  brace,  W.  Basset  3*  brace' 
weighing  lib.,  two  over  Jib.  each,  the  others"  nearly 
Pb.  W.  S.  Basset,;  3  brace,  averaging  about  t^lb. 
This  was  the  first  day  the  May  Fly  has  risen  much, 
so  that;  sport  should  continue  good  for  another  ten 
days.  By  telegram.— On  June  5,  Bassett,  two,  fib. 
each :  Revd.  Basset,  four,  W.<Basset,  four. — W.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Fishing' with  the  minnow  com! 
menced  on  this  river  on  June  1,  on  the  association 
waters,  and  several  of  the  members  who  plied  the  rod 
had  fairly  satisfactory  results.  Mr.  Charles  Keighley 
is  reported  to  have  secured  the  most  remunerative 
basket,  which  consisted  of  ten  brace  of  trout,  scalin<y 
6Jlb.  On  the  other  portion  of  the  river  very  little 
sport  has  been  obtained.  Improved  sjiort  has  been 
obtained  by  sea  anglers  fishing  from  the  pier  with 
bottom  line,  whilst  one  party,  angling  in  the  roads, 
secured  good  baskets  of  mixed  fish.  Some  good 
sport  should  be  obtained  shortly  by  enthusiasts  fishing 
for  mackerel,  as  this  fish  is  expected  to  be  fairly 
plentiful. — J.  Jackson. 

Ten  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
The  work  of  angling  is  a  little  better  than  it  was. 
There  have  been  a  few  showers,  but  not  sufficient  to 
colour  the  water.  It  is  very  questionable  whether  the 
streams  contain  more  water  than  they  did  before  the 
rain  fell.  There  has,  however,  been  a  better  rise 
among  the  fish  and  aquatic  flies  are  coming  up  very 
much  better.  It  is  time  for  the  Drakes  to  make  their 
appearance,  and  in  some  quarters  it  is  said  they  have 
appeared.  From  anglers  it  is  reported  that  ant  eggs 
and  small  grubs  afford  better  sport  than  flies.  Still 
flies  are  by  no  means  lacking.    Sometimes  we  hear  of 

three  or  four  brace  being  taken  in  a  day's  outing.  

Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— There  is  not 
much  to  report  among  the  trout  fishers  of  this  district. 
The  upper  waters  aud  feeders  of  both  tlie  Idle  and 
Ryton  are  all  trout  streams,  but  they  mostly  run 
through  the  close  preserves  of  the  neighbouring  gentry. 
Many  of  these  are  being  fished  by  friends,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  get  to  know  anything  as  regards  sport. 
Even  _  keepers  are  not  to  be  seduced.  It  is  said,  how- 
ever, in  some  places  they  are  having  very  fair  success. 
In  the  free  waters  of  the  Idle  trout  are  so  scarce  that 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  licensees  going  after  them. 
Of  course,  coarse  fish  cannot  be  pursued  with  safety. 
There  are  plenty  of  eels  now  in  the  water,  and  there 
is  a  very  fair  show  of  dabs,  it  is  said.  Sportsmen, 
however,  prefer  to  wait  a  few  days  longer. — L. 

Itchen. — Sport  has  been  very  indifferent  on  most 
days.  On  May  27,  28,  and  29  no  one  expected  much, 
but  with  rain  on  May  30,  anglers'  hopes  rose  high, 
and  one  fisherman  on  the  Worthys  water  landed  no 
less  than  twenty  trout,  all  taken  between  one  o'clock 
and  sundown.  On  May  31  and  June  1  sky,  water,  and 
wind  seemed  perfect  for  getting  fish  ;  a  steady  south- 
west breeze  pressing  against  the  run  of  the  stream 
rippled  the  surface  of  the  water  most  charmingly,  but 
very  few  flies  hatched  out,  and  in  their  absence  only  a 
very  small  number  of  trout  were  killed.  Not  often  in  the 
Itchen  have  two  trout  been  played  and  landed  at  the 
same  time  by  one  rod,  but  this  feat  was  successfully 
brought  off  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Clarke  on  May  27.  Mr. 
Clarke  was  fishing  two  wet  flies,  when  a  IJlb.  rainbow 
came  to  his  droi  per,  and  another  rainbow  of  just  the 
same  weight  shortly  afterwards  seized  the  tail  fly. 
The  two  fish,  when  both  pulling  in  the  same  direction, 
put  a  heavy  strain  on  rod  and  tackle,  but  were  even- 
tually played  to  within  reach  of  the  landing-net.  The 
May  Fly  is  hatching  out  at  Bishopstoke,  and  a  few 
have  been  seen  at  Abbots  Barton.  On  May  30,  at 
Chilland,  there  was  a  better  hatch  of  May  Fly  than 
has  been  seen  for  the  last  thirty  years  on  that  part  of 
the  Itchen. — E.  Valentine  Cobeie. 

Kennet  and  Dunn. — On  June  3  was  the  first 
rise  we  have  had  of  May,  Fly  to  speak  of,  and  that 
from  4.30  to  G.30  p.m.,  during  which  time  the  trout 
had  become  initiated  into  the  use  of  them.  A  few 
good  fish  were  taken,  the  largest  being  secured  by 
Miss  Andrews,  Hungerford,  scaling  just  over  2^1b.,  in 
good  condition.  A  most  noticeable  feature  was  that 
not  a  visitor  could  be  seen  angling  on  either  stream. — 
Gnome. 


Lake  District. — Smart  showers  during  the  nights 
aud  bright  sunshine  by  day  have  been  the  rule  during 
the  past  week.  Owing  to  the  parched  nature  of  the 
earth,  however,  most  of  the  rainfall  is  speedily 
absorbed  and  rivers  remain  very  low.  Angling  must 
still  be  described  as  poor  with  little  prospect  of  an 
early  improvement.  A  few  takes  of  a  score  or  more 
fish  are  reported  from  some  of  the  lakes,  but  these  are 
the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  and  are  no  index  to 
the  sport  obtainable.  Perch  fishing,  too,  although 
improving  is  not  yet  very  exciting,  and  will  probably 
be  at  its  best  during  July  and  August.  The  capture  of 
a  211b.  pike  is  reported  from  Windermere.  A  few 
days'  rain  would  be  welcomed  by  nearly  all  classes, 
although  the  recent  showers  have  already  done  much 
good. — Westmeria. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— There  have  been 
a  few  welcome  showers  of  rain  during  the  week,  but 
there  has  not  been  enough  rain  to  make  any  appreciable 
rise  in  the  rivers,  which  are  still  low.  More  favourable 
conditions  have  prevailed  on  the  lake  as  the  days  have 
not  been  so  bright  as  they  have  been  lately,  and  the  fish 
have  been  rising  more  freely.  Average  baskets  have 
been  made  daily,  and  one  or  two  very  good  ones  both 
in  numbers  and  quality.  On  May  29  Dr.  Fenton 
killed  eighteen,  111b.  3oz.;  Mr.  Falkner,  nine,  61b.  7oz.; 
Mr.  Haram,  eight,  51b.  2oz.  On  May  30,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Fenton  brought  home  nine,  51b.  12oz.  On  May  31, 
Dr.  Fenton  killed  thirteen,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Faulkner, 
nine,  61b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Manders,  seven,  41b.  lOoz.  On 
Jvme  1,  Mr.  Manders  killed  seven,  41b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Thurlow,  five,  21b,  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Willes,  four,  21b.  Boz. 
On  June  3  the  baskets  averaged  41b.  each.  On  June  4, 
Mr.  Manders  had  thirteen,  181b.  12oz  ;  Captain  Brewer, 
five,  31b.  2oz. ;  and  the  other  baskets  41b.  each  or 
under.  On  the  river  sixteen  fish  has  taken,  the  best 
basket. — Long  Dbipt. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Trout  anglers  have  been 
meeting  with  better  sport  since  the  rain  and  the 
appearance  of  the  May  Fly.  In  the  Ware  district  a 
trout  of  41b.  3oz.  has  been  killed  by  Mr.  Want,  and 
other  trout  have  been  taken  between  here  and  Hert- 
ford. Many  anglers  have  been  fishing  the  Lea  for 
trout,  and  a  31b.  trout  has  been  taken  at  Rye  House. 
Last  week  it  is  reported  that  a  splendid  trout  of  BJlb. 
was  taken  in  the  New  River  near  Broxbourne.  Eels 
have  been  running  in  the  Lea,  and  several  up  to  21b. 
have  been  caught.  There  have  been  some  nice  rises 
of  May  Fly  on  the  tributaries,  especially  on  the 
Mimram  and  Beave,  and  I  have  had  the  pleasure  this 
week  of  placing  the  net  under  more  than  one  trout 
lured  with  the  liy  named.  Rivers  could  now  do  with 
a  good  storm,  as,  owing  to  their  low  and  bright 
condition,  I  have  found  the  trout  very  wild.  The  best 
times  are  morning  and  evening,  although  on  the 
Mimram  there  has  been  a  nice  rise  of  fish  midday. 
Dace  fishing  begins  on  the  Lea  on  the  16th  inst. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these, 
streams  are  running  clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  are  in 
good  order  for  fishing.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  not 
sufficient  to  alter  the  state  of  the  water;  there  is 
more  threatening,  and  a  good  downfall  would  be 
acceptable.  The  May  Fly  came  up  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  the  fish  began  to  take  them  well  on  Monday, 
and  they  have  been  rising  freely  in  both  streams.  A 
good  number  of  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used 
May  Fly ,  good  dishes  of  fine  trout  have  been 
landed,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  successful.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  sport  good. — Gwvnne. 

Lug'g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Ziugsland).— 
Rivers  are  low  and  clear.  The  May  Fly  has  now  been 
up  about  ten  days,  yet  are  not  nearly  as  plentiful  as  some 
years,  and  the  trout  have  shown  but  little  inclination 
to  feed  on  them.  Consequently,  sport  has  not  been  as 
good  as  usual ;  in  fact,  the  Alder  and  Yellow  Duu 
have  accounted  for  more  fish,  but  good  baskets  have  s 
been  rare.  May  Fly,  Grey  Drake,  or  Spent  Gnat, 
with  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange  Palmer  for  day, 
and  Yellow  Dun,  Cadis,  Spinners,  Brown  and  Dark 
Owls,  and  Coachman  for  evening,  should  be  the  best 
flies  for  the  coming  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  late  freshet 
has  decidedly  improved  the  state  of  the  river,  though 
it  would  be  all  the  better  for  plenty  more  of  it.  TJie 
fish  have  not  risen  well  during  the  past  week,  which 
may  be  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  atmosphere  being  dull 
and  heavy  with  a  change  of  weather  approaching. 
Settled  weather  and  a  steady  barometer  may  improve 
matters.  Last  Monday  (June  3),  a  rod  at  Tipton 
St.  Johns  creeled  six  trout,  the  best  fish  being  15oz. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  weeds  in  the  river  here,  as 
far  as  I  know,  have  never  been  cut,  and,  although 
orders  were  given  last  year  to  cut  them,  nothing  was 
done  in  the  matter.  A  start  was,  however,  made 
on  Monday  (June  3)  with  a  steam  cutter,  and  the  work 
will  be  completed  in  about  a  week,  so  that  by  June  14 
the  river  will  be  in  fine  trim,  and  I  anticipate  a  more 
satisfactory  season  than  we  have  had  for  many  years. 
Last  year,  especially  during  the  first  two  or  three 
months  of  the  season,  sport  was  very  fair  indeed,  and 
now  that  conditions  are  improved  I  think  anglers  may 
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safely  steer  this  way  in  confidence,  for  good  fish  are 
very  plentiful,  especially  chub  and  bream.— W.  Nash. 

Plymouth. — We  have  bad  one  good  shower,  which 
improved  the  rivers  a  little,  but  they  soon  ran 
down  again.  Sport  has  not  been  good  during  the 
week,  but  some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  on  the 
higher  waters.  My  daughter  had  a  nice  grilse  last 
Wednesday  (May  29),  which  weighed  3|lb.  It  was 
caught  in  the  daytime  on  a  Silver  Drake,  trout  size 
and  full  cast ;  the  capture  was  witnessed  by  some 
ladies  and  gentlemen  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river.  The  fish  was  nearly  lost  by  the  absence  of  a 
landing-net.  I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing  a  better- 
conditioned  fish ;  it  was  especially  creamy  between 
the  flakes,  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  for  lunch  on 
the  following  day. — William  Hbaedbb. 

Severn,  Vyriiwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — During  the  past  week  a  succession  of  thunder- 
storms have  passed  over  the  neighbourhood,  accom- 
panied by  showers  of  rain,  which  have  been  heartily 
welcomed  by  anglers  and  farmers.  The  land  being  so 
much  in  want  of  rain  and  so  dried  up  in  many  places 
has  absorbed  most  of  the  rain,  which  has  made  little 
appreciable  difference  in  the  state  of  the  rivers,  as  far 
as  the  volume  of  water  is  concerned,  but  it  has  freshened 
them  up  very  considerably,  and  much  better  sport  is 
being  enjoyed  at  present  than  has  been  had  for  a  long 
time  past,  but  too  late  for  the  majority  of  the  holiday 
visitors. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
The  rain  experienced  last  week  was  partial  and  of 
short  duration.  Streams  and  rivers  are  too  bright  for 
sport.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  upper 
tributaries  of  the  Ouse,  but  from  the  lower  portion  I 
have  no  news.  Chichester  Canal  is  weedy,  but  on  a 
recent  perambulation  I  saw  myriads  of  fish — carp  up 
to  141b.,  pike  of  101b.,  perch,  bream,  and  any  amount 
of  small  fry — auguring  well  for  the  forthcoming 
season. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A  gentleman  spending  his 
holidays  at  Lynmouth  last  week  took  over  six  dozen 
trout,  many  Jib.,  and  another  fishing  on  the  moor  in 
the  evening  nailed  two  dozen,  and  a  few  others 
averaging  four  to  six  brace,  but  it  was  after  the  sun 
had  gone  down.  Salmon  fishing  with  the  net  has 
been  better,  the  rain  bringing  the  fish  into  the  rivers. 
Rod  men  are  waiting  for  a  rise  of  water.  Rock  fisher- 
men have  not  fared  so  good,  but  the  prawn  fishermen 
have  taken  about  the  average.  The  tides  have  not 
been  so  high  this  spring-tide. — Rusty  Game. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Itincolnshire).— 
There  is  much  better  sport  on  the  trout  streams  of 
the  Wold  district.  Lots  of  flies  are  now  about,  the 
black  gnats  being  very  prominent,  and  there  are  also 
green  drakes  to  be  seen.  The  showers  of  rain  have 
made  very  little  difference  in  the  brightness  of  the 
water.  Not  much  good  can  be  done  except  in  the 
evening,  when  Duns  and  other  seasonable  flies  will  be 
found  useful.  Somewhat  similar  accounts  come  from 
the  Grantham  district.  Takes  have  varied  up  to  about 
three  brace  for  the  day.  Persons  who  cater  for  the 
coarse  anglers  are  sending  out  reports  of  fair  prospects 
for  the  opening  of  the  season  next  Monday  week. — 
Luci. 

Teifi,  Lampeter,  Cardiganshire. — The  river  is 
still  rather  low,  although  we  have  had  some  welcome 
showers.  A  few  nice  trout  were  caught  on  June  3. 
We  want  a  lot  of  rain  to  make  the  fishing  really 
good. — H. 

Teme  (IiUdlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing ;  several  sharp  showers  of  rain  have  been 
had  in  the  evenings,  and  there  is  evidently  tempest 
about,  but  a  good  fall  of  rain  would  do  good  ;  it  would, 
perhaps,  interfere  a  little  with  May  Fly  fishing,  as  the 
flies  came  up  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  trout 
are  now  taking  them  freely ;  good  sport  is  being 
had  in  every  part.  The  large  trout  are  feeding  on 
them,  and  there  has  been  more  anglers  out  this 
week  than  for  some  time,  and  some  very  fine  dishes  of 
trout  have  been  landed.  Trout,  2Jlb.,  IJlb.,  lib.,  and 
fib.  each  are  now  frequently  taken,  and  in  excellent 
condition.  Fly  fishing  on  the  streams  has  been  fairly 
good,  and  nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  Yellow 
Dun  and  Orl.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  has  been 
successful.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some 
good  trout  in  early  morning. — T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenhury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  clear,  at  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  not  been  so  bright,  and  rain 
has  been  had,  but  has  not  altered  the  river.  The  May 
Fly  came  up  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  trout  are 
now  well  on  the  feed  at  them.  A  good  few  rods  have 
■  been  out  of  late,  and  excellent  sport  has  been  had  in 
this  part.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  finest  dish  of 
fish  taken  for  some  time  in  this  part  was  landed  with 
May  Fly.  .  The  dish  was  ten  fish  scaling  171b.  ;  nine 
fish  weighed  131b.,  and  the  largest  41b.  2oz.,  thus 
showing  anglers  where  they  can  get  good  fishing  and 
practically  on  easy  terms.    The  prospects  for  sport  are 

good. — WOECESTER. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — These  rivers 
are  remarkably  low  and  in  capital  order  for  fly  fishing, 
and  gentlemen  have  taken  advantage  of  the  favourable 


opportunity.  The  weather,  too,  has  been  all  that 
could  be  desired,  dull,  with  occasional  sunshine,  and  a 
few  showers  to  freshen  the  atmosphere  and  water,  and 
some  very  nice  creels  of  trout  have  been  obtained 
both  from  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the 
Derwent,  baskets  of  from  three  to  five  brace  being 
frequent  occurrences,  mostly  good  fish.  The 
Darleydale  Club's  water  has  yielded  three 
and  four  brace  per  rod.  Also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  afforded  a 
nice  lot  of  fish.  A  local  angler  fishing  near  Matlock 
Bridge,  on  June  1,  took  six  brace,  and  on  Juno  3  two 
brace,  one  brace  of  these  weighing  31b.  Mr.  D.  P. 
Pearson  landed  several  brace  on  most  days.  Mr.  W. 
King,  on  the  night  of  June  1,  had  one,  IJlb.,  and  on 
June  4,  one  of  over  21b.  Mr.  Buxton,  on  June  3,  had 
one  brace,  and  the  next  day  three  brace  ;  these  were 
taken  with  the  natural  May  Fly.  This  fly  is  coming 
well  on  and  will  probably  be  at  its  height  by  June  8. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
The  thunderstorms  of  May  .30  and  following  days 
were  of  a  very  partial  description,  and  only  one  or  two 
of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore  were  affected.  I 
caught  the  Covey  with  a  foot  of  fresh  water  in  it  on 
May  31,  and  caught  sixteen  nice  fish  with  the  Stone 
Fly.  Other  anglers  have  done  fairly  with  the  same  fly 
on  the  main  river  by  fishing  it  early  in  the  morning. 
The  showers  tempted  a  party  of  five  up  to  Hawes 
on  June  3,  but  as  little  or  no  rain  had  fallen  "  on  the 
tops  "  there  was  little  water  to  fish  in,  and  the  veteran 
J.  Blades  beat  the  lot  with  a  dish  of  seven  trout. 
Since  then  little  angling  has  been  attempted  in  the 
river  from  Hawes  down  to  Ripon ;  both  it  and  the 
Swale  are  dead  low,  and  the  weather  very  bright  again. 
One  angler,  however,  managed  to  creel  a  few  fine  trout 
in  the  Codbeck.  The  maggot  seems  to  be  the  favourite 
bait  just  now  in  the  Bedale  Beck,  and  Mr.  J.  King, 
Mr.  W.  Slingler  and  other  members  of  the  Black  Ox 
Club  have  caught  a  few  fine  trout  with  it,  and  a 
stranger  is  reported  to  have  captured  a  fine  fish  of  2 Jib. 
The  Derwent,  Rye,  Reccall,  Hodge,  Scalby,  Barneston 
are  very  low  and  the  Becks  hardly  fishable  for  want  of 
water,  and  the  Nidderdale  anglers  tell  me  so  far  this 
is  the  very  worst  season  they  ever  experienced.  Mr. 
W.  Carter  Platts  says  :  "  The  Wharf  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  and  greatly  in  want  of  a  fresh  to  sweep 
away  the  weed  which  is  choking  the  streams  and 
proving  an  extraordinary  inspirer  of  lay  thoughts  to 
the  upstream  angler.  I  was  out  this  morning  after 
breakfast  for  a  few  hours  on  the  Ilkley  length  with 
upstream  worm,  but  only  got  five  very  good  fish.  The 
water  was  black  with  knotted  midge,  and  fish  will  not 
look  at  anything  in  the  artificial  line.  A  few  Stone 
•Fly  about,  but  they  were  only  scarce.  However,  the 
Green  Drake  was  out  in — for  mid-Wharfe — phenom- 
enal numbers.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  it  hatch  out 
so  freely  on  Wharfe ;  but  I  once  saw  it  in  clouds 
on  a  leafy  part  of  Washburn.  The  keeper  told  me 
nothing  had  been  doing  during  the  week.  Upstream 
worm  had,  he  said,  fished  best  lately  ;  but  that  had 
only  done  poorly,  two  or  three  brace  being  as  much 
as  had  gone  to  a  basket."  I  hear  several  salmon  have 
been  seen  at  Tadcaster,  and  an  angler  captured  one 
the  other  day.  It  gave  him  thirty-five  minutes' 
sport  and  weighed  151b. ;  but  as  the  piscator  had 
no  licence,  he  had  to  return  the  fish  to  the  river. 
The  Stone  Fly  is  still  with  us,  and  the  Green  Drake  is 
well  on,  but  With  so  little  water  to  fish  these  favourite 
lures  in  I  fpar  the  present  May  Fly  season  will  be  the 
worst  we  have  had  for  a  long  time.  As  the  above  flies 
go  ofl",  the  Orange  Partridge,  Knotted  Midge,  Light 
Walchett,  Yellow  Partridge,  Stone  Midge,  Poult  Bloa 
Black  Midge,  Brown  Owl,  and  Bracken  Clock  will  all 
kill  trout  in  favourable  weather  and  water. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgeach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.), 

On  May  25,  Baron  de  Reuter,  London,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-two  trout,  weighing  lljlb.  ;  Messrs.  Winn  and 
Gandy,  Penrith,  on  same  loch,  fifty-seven  trout,  181b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Luggat,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Urigill,  a 
basket  of  231b.  On  May  27,  Messrs.  Luggat,  on  Cama, 
five  dozen,  181b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  Wakefield,  on  same 
loch,  twenty-two  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy, 
on  Veyatie,  seventeen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Mason,  London,  on 
Boarlan,  three  dozen,  111b.  :  and  Mr.  Luggat,  Glasgow, 
on  Urigill,  forty,  121b.  On  May  28,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Boarlan,  forty  trout,  141b.  ;  Messrs.  Luggat,  on  Cama, 
thirty-four,  151b ;  and  Messrs.  Winn  and  Gandy,  on 
Urigill,  eighty-nine,  261b.  On  May  29,  basket  ranged 
up  from  two-and-a-half  dozen,  the  heaviest  being  seven 


"Selected  Horse  Hair." — Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  foi 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  kn«tted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected.  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
tor  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  E.  Millkr,  Northern  Anelers 
Depot.  19.  New  StAtion-atreet,  I.eeda 


dozen,  22.^1b.,  by  Messrs.  Luggat,  Glasgow,  on  Urigill. 
On  May  31  the  heaviest  basket  was  by  Mr.  Rooper, 
London,  with  sixty-four  trout,  201b.,  on  Urigill.  On 
June  1  and  H  good  sport  was  had  on  Cama,  Bourlan 
and  Urigill  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  (Campbell,  Tx- 
bridgo  ;  Mr.  Roopor,  Mi'.  Stanfield  and  others. — B. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Owing 
to  dry  weather  and  bright  sunshine  very  little  angling 
has  been  done  of  late,  and  that  on  the  upper  waters 
only,  where  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers  lands  an  occasional  fish 
on  the  Amat  waters. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Rain  fell  in  the  beginning 
of  the  week,  but  the  limited  volume  of  water  still 
impedes  angling.  Since  the  drought  gave  place  to 
showers  of  rain,  trout  fishing  slightly  improved  ;  but 
for  salmon  and  grilse  a  heavy  spate  is  required  before 
an  improvement  will  set  in.  Fishing  on  the  Deveron 
at  Cabrach,  Dr.  Woodhousc,  Llandudno,  had  one 
hundred  and  five  trout  (531b.)  and  one  salmon  of  5Jlb. 
On  Monday,  June  3,  Mr.  Joseph  Munro,  Keith, 
landed  another  large  trout  from  the  Isla.  There  has 
been  little  doing  at  the  net  fishing  on  tie  river.  On 
the  coast  of  late  the  yield  from  the  bag  nets  have  also 
shown  a  falling  off. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  recent  rains  have  put  the 
streams  in  excellent  ply,  both  as  regards  volume  and 
colour.  Good  baskets  have  been  made;  some  up  to 
151b.  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Forsyth 
(Edinburgh)  got  on  Monday  two  trout,  weighing  31b. 
and  1^1  b.  respectively.  Good  sport  has  been  got  on  the 
lochs.  On  one  pond  Messrs.  Kidd  (Perth)  and  Adams 
(Meigle)  had  a  basket  of  231b.,  returning  all  trout  under 
1  lin.  in  length. — Iasgair. 

Lairg,  Kinross. — National  Clubs'  competition. 
Forty-four  competitors,  representing  forty  angling 
clubs,  competed  on  Loch  Leven  in  the  national  com- 
petition on  June  5.  Weather  was  unfavourable  and 
creels  were  light.  The  championship  was  won  by  Mr. 
Lewis  Spence,  Edinburgh,  for  the  third  time,  with  ten 
trout,  61b.  15oz.  He  had  also  heaviest  trout,  which 
weighed  lib.  15oz.  Mr.  Watson,  of  Kinross-shire  Club, 
ran  him  close  with  61b.  13oz. — Kinross. 

Loch  Fourloch  (Invershin  N.B.)— On  the  above 
loch,  Mrs.  Bramley  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Turner,  from  Inver- 
nauld  Lodge,  have  been  very  successful  in  securing 
capital  baskets  of  well-conditioned  trout.  On  May  31 
they  caught  nine-and-a-half  brace,  several  of  which 
scaled  close  on  a  pound. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  May  29,  the  following  had 
trout :— Mr.  Mowat,  7  ;  Mr.  Bankart,  7  ;  Messrs.  Dray- 
son  and  Burrell,  5  ;  Mr.  Jamieson,  5  ;  Mr.  Turnbull,  o  ; 
Mr.  Buchanan,  5  ;  Messrs.  Ross,  3.  On  May  30,  Mr. 
Wotherspoon,  12;  Mr.  Scott,  11;  Mr.  Buchanan,  11; 
Mr.  Turnbull,  8 ;  Mr.  Bankart,  7  ;  Mr.  Jamieson,  6 ; 
Messrs.  Drayson  and  Burrell,  5  ;  Mr.  Ross,  4.  On  May 
31,  Mr.  Plunkett,  13  ;  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  9;  Mr.  Turn- 
bull,  6  ;  Mr,  Richardson,  4  ;  Messrs.  Drayson  and  Bur- 
rell, 3.  On  June  1,  Messrs.  Drayson  and  Burrell,  11 ; 
Mr.  Bowser,  8 ;  Mr.  Stubbs,  0 ;  Mr.  Buchanan,  5  ;  Mr. 
Turnbull,  4;  Hon.  J.  Fraser,  3.  On  June  3,  Messrs. 
Richardson  and  Wood,  12  ;  Mr.  Bankart,  5.  On  June  4, 
Mr.  Bankart,  15  ;  Messrs.  Drayson  and  Burrell,  8  ;  Mr. 
Turnbull,  6 ;  Mr.  Stubbs,  6 ;  Messrs.  Richardson  and 
Wood,  4 ;  Mr.  Auld,  3 ;  Mrs.  Richardson  and  Miss 
Wood,  3;  Misses  Stubbs  and  Hanson,  3.— Donald 
Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
showery,  with  a  changeable  wind  and  heavy  thunder- 
clouds overhead,  which  has  been  against  sport,  and 
there  has  been  a  consequent  decline  in  the  catches. 
As  usual  at  this  season  all  the  boats  are  going  out 
daily;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laird,  London,  had  fairly  good 
sport,  their  heaviest  creel  containing  fifteen  trout, 
weighing  161b.  Mr.  Bramwell,  Newcastle,  had  ten 
trout  weighing  81b. ;  l>r.  Ross,  Cowdenbeath,  sixteen 
trout,  101b.  ;  Canon  Luckman  eight  trout,  51b. ; 
Captain  Garnett,  Wyre.'iide,  Lancaster,  had  catches  up 
to  nineteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
and  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  ; 
Mr.  Archibald  Fillicoultry,  and  Mr.  Fleming,  Dollar, 
twenty-two  trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Melly  sixteen  trout, 
91b. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr.  J.  More,  Smieton, 
twentv-five  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Scolt, 
Cheshire,  seven  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Dunbar  sixteen  trout, 
121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  Dundee,  sixteen  trout, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Kelsall,  Crieff,  sixteen  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Gourlay,  Dundee,  fifteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Rea, 
Newcastle,  thirteen  trout,  121b.  8oz.  The  fifth  annual 
match  between  the  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Edinburgh 
Amateur  Clubs  (six  rods  a  side)  resulted  in  a  win  for 
the  latter  for  the  first  time  by  81b.  8oz.  The  heaviest 
creel  was  got  by  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  of  the  Amateui 
Club,  with  eight  trout,  weighing  81b.  loz.- Robert 
Laing. 

Lochness  (Foyers).- Fishing  from  Foyers  Hotel 
on  May  27,  on  Loch  Mhor,  Colonel  Egertou  had  seven 
trout,  41b. ;  Colonel  Payler,  five  trout,  21b. ;  and  on 
Loch  Ivnockie,  Mr.  Ciibbons,  twenty-five  trout,  91b. 
On  the  28th,  on  Loch  Mhor,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Payler, 
thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  Col.  Egerton,  three  trout,  lib. 
Mr.  Gibbons,  thirteen  trout,  3Jlb.,  on  Loch  Knockie, 
On  the  29th,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Payler,  eight  trout, 
4flb.,  on  Loch  Mhor;  Colonel  Egerton,  five  trout, 
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2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gibbons,  ou  Loch  Killin,  ninety-three 
trout,  251b.  On  the  30th,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Payler 
thirteen  trout,  7|Ib. ;  Colonel  Egerton,  five  trout  21b 
on  Loch  Mhor;  Mr.  Gibbons,  twenty-six  trout,  on 
Loch  Knockie.  On  June  1,  Colonel  Payler,  five  trout 
21b. ;  Colonel  Egerton,  one  trout,  Jib.  ;  and  Mr 
Tilston,  ou  Loch  Ness,  one  salmon,  111b.— S.  Tilston 
Loch  Ruthven.— On  May  21,  Messrs.  J.  L.  and  W. 
Millar  had  twenty-five  trout,  121b.-  on  May  22 
twelve  trout,  61b.  (one  of  this  basket  weighed 
IJlb.) ;  on  May  23,  thirteen  trout,  61b.  •  and 
^  on  May  24,  fifteen  trout,  Bi-lb.  On  May  25 
Messrs.  C.  D.  Stewart  and  W.  F."Nelson  had  forty-six 
trout;  Mr.  D.  S.  McKay  and  friend,  in  two  hours 
fishmg,  had  thirty-four  trout,  121b. ;  and  on  May  27 
they  had  eighty-nine  trout.  On  May  27  Mr  W  F 
Nelson  had  fifty  trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  H.  Craigle  had  thirty 
trout  111b.  On  May  28,  Mr.  D.  S.  McKay  and  friend  had 
one  hundred  and  nine  trout,  401b;  and  on  May  29 
thirty-three  trout  in  two  hours'  fishing,  one  of 
which  weighed  41b.  On  May  30,  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  and 
friend  had  thirty-five  trout ;  Mr.  C.  D.  Stewart  and  Dr. 
McFadyen  had  one  hundred  and  one  trout.  —  J 
Geaham  &  Co. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).— On  May  18,  Mr. 
Pritchard  had  thirty-four  trout,  181b.  ;  on  May  20, 
thirty-six,  201b.  ;  on  May  22,  twenty-six,  141b.  On 
May  23,  Mr.  Euston  had  sixteen  trout,  121b. ;  ou  May 
24,  eighteen,  81b. ;  on  May  25,  twenty-one,  71b.  On 
Juue  3,  Eev.  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Robinson  had 
thirty-six  trout,  13Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Rustou,  eight,  9Alb.  •  Mr 
Payne,  eleven,  7Jlb.— A.  M. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— On  the  Braemar  waters 
Messrs.  McHardy  and  Lamont,  fishing  ou  Invercauld 
water  for  Mr.  Basset,  creeled  five,  six,  seven,  and  so 
on,  during  every  day  last  week,  scaling  from  61b.  to 
121b.    On  the  same  water,  on  Saturday  (June  1),  Mrs. 
Illmgworth  and  Mr.  Piercy  Illingworth  caught  a  nice 
fish  of  161b.,  two  of  71b.  each,  and  one  of  61b.    On  the 
Fife  Arms  water  Mr.  A.  MoHardy  had  three  fish 
scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
reaches  grand  sport  has  been  got  during  the  past  week, 
especially  by  Mr.  Bristoe's  party,  who  have  been  creel- 
ing from  ten  to  sixteen  fish  daily.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaskell 
are  having  good  sport  on  the  Cambus  O'May  water. 
On  the  Dinnet  section,  Mr.  Barclay  and  party  left  on 
Saturday  (June  1)  after  enjoying  a  somewhat  mixed 
season.     Sport  was  poor  to  commence  with,  but 
latterly  it  revived,  and  the  last  fortnight  was  really 
very  good.    On  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mr.  Staneland 
landed  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  one  of  81b.,  while  Mr. 
Haynes  had  five,  scaling  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and  9Jlb. 
Fish  are  plentiful,  and  are  being  freely  got  on  the 
neighbouring  reach  at  Glentana.    On  the  Dess  water. 
Major  Davidson  has  had  one  or  two,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tenant,  the  Glen,  had  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
Carlogie.   On  the  Kincardine  water.  Colonel  Drielsma 
landed  one  of  91b.    Sport  has  been  very  poor  on  this 
section  all  through  the  month  of  May.    On  the  Inch- 
marlo  water,  some  twelve  fish  were  got  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  similar  sport  on  the  adjoining 
sections.     On  the  lower  reaches  nothing  is  being 
done,  although  a  fair  run  of  grilse  was  met  with 
last  week.    On  the  Murtle  water,  Mr.  Williamson 
is  having  some  capital  trouting,  and  on  the  tidal 
reaches  a  good  few  yellow  fin  are  being  creeled. 
On  the  Don  the  flush  of  the  fly  season  is  over.    It  was 
good  during  the  first  fortnight  in  May,  but  has  gradu- 
ally dropped  ofi  since  then. '  Good  baskets  are  being 
occasionally  made  now  to  the  spiders  and  duns.  The 
best  fished  section  was  the  Grandholm  Water,  which 
yielded  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinckman,  and  latterly  Mr. 
Lewis  Haslam,  baskets  up  to  201b.  and  251b.,  although 
the  best  average  was  nearer  151b.    A  fine  trout  of  81b. 
was  killed  by  Mr.  Prosser,  solicitor,  last  week ;  it  was 
in  excellent  condition,  but  details  are  being  withheld. 
A  cast,  however,  has  been  made  of  it,  so  that  such  a 
fine  capture  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  for  future  reference. 
On  the  Urie  and  similar  side  streams  some  good  yellow 
trouting  is  now  being  enjoyed.    On  the  Alford,  Kild- 
rummy,  and  upper  waters  a  very  indifierent  time  of  it 
is  now  being  had.  Last  week  an  angler  at  Alford  had  a 
trout  of  S^lb.   On  the  Deveron  at  Cabrach,  Dr.  Wood- 
house,  Llandudno,  had  105  trout,.531b.,  and  one  salmon, 
5Jlb.   Mr.  Beveridge  is  now  making  first-class  baskets 
from  the  Richmond  Arms  Hotel.  On  the  Bogie,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Deveron,  Mr.  Chas.  Shearer  creeled  four 
dozen  on  Saturday,  June  1,  four  to  the  pound,  while  one 
of  the  lot  scaled  sjlb.    On  the  Ugie,  some  very  bright 
sport  has  been  got  during  the  past  week.    The  fly  is 
now  on  the  water,  and  baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  are 
easily  being  obtained,  while  with  a  little  push  they  may 
easily  reach  up  to  151b.    Duns  and  spiders  are  the 

HOLLOWAY  S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  With  tlie  changing 
season  it  is  prudent  for  all  to  rectify  any  ailment  attlicting 
them  ;  but  it  is  incumbent  on  the  aged,  suffering  under  ulcera- 
tions and  similar  debilitating  causes,  to  have  them  removed  or 
worse  consequences  will  follow.  This  Ointment  is  their  remedy  ■ 
on  its  powers  all  may  confidently  rely  ;  it  not  only  simply  puts 
their  sores  out  of  sight,  but  extiipates  the  source  of  mischief 
extracts  the  corroding  poison,  and  stimulates  Nature  to  till  up 
the  ulcer  with  sound  healthy  gianulations  that  will  abide 
through  life.  Under  this  treatment  bad  legs  soon  become  sound 
scorbutic  skins  cast  off  their  scales,  and  scrofulous  sores  cease  to 
annoy. 


common  lures.  On  Thursday,  May  30  Mr  Wm 
Ingram,  Edinburgh,  creeled  a  fine  basket  of  ioib  of 
brown  trout  and  finnock.  A  fresh  fill  would  result  in 
grand  sport  being  obtained.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg  N  B )  — 
Ou  May  26,  Messrs.  Wright,  Essex,  on  Mid-Shin  beat 
had  a  dozen  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood 
Liverpool,  on  Loch  Griom,  thirteen  trout,  31b  •  and 
Mr.  Robson,  Sunderland,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fifteen 
trout,  the  two  heaviest  2ilb.  and  Iflb.,  and  the  whole 
Ir  \  ,  heaviest  fish  was  caught  by 

Mr  Robson,  and  weighed  31b.  ;  it  was  included  in  a 
basket  of  fifteen,  101b.     Messrs.  Beard  and  Rees 
Birkenhead,  on  lower  Mid-Shin,   had  eight  trout 
averaging  about  Jib.     On   May  31,   Mr.  Robson' 
twenty-one  trout,  121b.  (heaviest,  2m.) ;  Mr.  Beard,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  eight,  41b.  ;  Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle 
on  lower  Fiag,  eighteen,  71b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Wright  on 
upper  Flag,  twenty,  SJlb.    On  June  1,  baskets  ranged 
to  eighteen,  81b.    On  June  3,  about  half  a  dozen 
anglers  were  out ;  the  heaviest  take  was  by  Mr.  Robson 
on  Top  Shm,  with  thirty-eight  trout,  ISAlb  — B  ' 
Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).- 
Dunng  the  past  week  angling  improved  considerably 
Amongst  those  out  were  Dr.  Collins,  Mr.  D.  Maolver 
Mr.  P.  Matheson,  and  others.    Trout  up  to  lilb  were 
got.    The  heaviest  individual   basket  was  by  Mr 
Matheson,  with  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout  131b 
The  welcome  rain  augurs  good  sport  for  this  week  — B 
Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— Sir  John 
Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire,  landed 
a  101b.  salmon  on  May  27,  a  12-pounder  on  May  28 
and  one  of  81b.  on  May  29.    River  still  very  low.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  In  the  Annan  moderate 
sport  has  been  reported  from  the  semi-private 
reaches,  chiefly  with  worm.  The  river  was  slightly 
discoloured  on  Monday  with  the  rainfall,  and  a 
number  of  rods  were  out.  Mr.  A.  J.  Laidlaw 
fishing  for  two  hours  on  Monday  morning  had  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout  besides  a  sea  trout  of  2J-lb.  in 
the  Jardine  Hall  portion  below  the  Millhouse  Bridge 
On  Saturday  morning  Mr.  McGregor  and  Mr.  Boden, 
of  Motherwell,  fishing  the  portion  from  Dinwoodie  to 
Millhouse  Bridge,  had  good  baskets.  In  the  Milk,  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  James  Young  killed  forty-five  yellow 
trout,  while  Mr.  Hugh  Young  had  a  fair  basket  with 
worm  bait.  The  sport  I  hear  has  been  of  no 
account  in  the  Moffat  stretches,  and  rain  is  much 
needed  to  freshen  the  streams.  Fishing  in  the  Castle 
Loch  at  Lochmabeu  Mr.  T.  W.  Smith,  Lochmaben 
killed  a  fine  brown  trout  of  71b.  A  stili 
better  one  was  taken  in  the  lower  Annan  at  the 
town  bridge  by  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson.  This  one  weighed 
7Jlb.,  and  was  taken  after  dark  with  an  eel  tail  as  a 
bait.  In  the  Nitb  little  is  doing  at  present.  The 
river  was  slightly  improved  with  the  rainfall  last  week 
end,  and  a  few  trout  were  caught,  both  in  the  mid- 
Nithsdale  and  Sanquhar  portions  of  the  river.  Several 
smaller  catches  were  made  in  the  Cluden  and  Cairn.— 
Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— During  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  ideal,  but  at  times  rather  bright  for 
good  sport.  The  Tulchan  fishers  (three  rods)  met  with 
good  sport,  no  fewer  than  seven  salmon  falling  to 
their  rods  in  one  day.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Grantown 
waters  has  been  very  poor  up  to  the  present,  but  for 
what  reason  is  not  clear.  On  the  Elchies  water  Mr. 
Archibald  Smith  killed  two  salmon  of  lOJlb.  and 
111b. ;  on  Wednesday  another  two  of  lOJlb.  and 
12|lb. ;  while  recently  Miss  Marjory  Smith  had  one  of 
15^1  b.  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  also  one  of 
14|lb.  From  the  Laggan  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  G. 
Sharpe,  fisherman,  landed  one  of  71b.,  and  on  Tuesday, 
one  of  9Jlb. ;  while  Lieutenant  G.  P.  Grant,  of  the 
Border  Regiment,  killed  one  of  9ilb.  on  Wednesday, 
and  on  Thursday  one  of  111b.,  and  a  grilse  of  SJlb. 
The  river  has  again  risen  with  the  rainfalls.  Many 
thousands  of  two-year-old  young  salmon,  weighing  in 
many  cases  about  lib.,  and  measuring  about  11  inches 
in  length,  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
rearing  ponds  at  Tuquet,  were  turned  into  the  Spey 
last  week.  Each  fish  was  specially  marked  on  the 
caudal  fin. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  recent  change  in  the  weather  has  produced  a 
much  desired  change  in  the  angling  prospects.  Though 
the  rivers  did  not  rise  much,  the  effect  seems  to  have 
been  beneficial.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  with  worm  and  creeper  in  the  morning,  and 
with  small  minnow  and  fly  later  in  the  day.  Salmon 
angling  has  also  greatly  improved,  which  was  scarcely 
to  be  anticipated  so  far  on  in  the  season.  At  Makers- 
toun  on  Monday  last  week  Mr.  Fairbairn  had  two 
salmon  with  worm  of  101b.  each,  and  on  Saturday, 
June  1,  one  of  71b.  with  trout  fly  and  tackle! 
On  Floors  upper  on  Monday,  Juue  3,  Mr.  R.  Henry 
had  one  of  71b.  on  the  Birgham  Water.  Quite  a  large 
number  of  salmon  have  been  taken  for  the  time  of 
year,  all  with  fly,  the  successful  fly  being  a  small 
Durham  Ranger.  On  Saturday  Lord  Dunglass  had 
two,  91b.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  Innes  one  of  91b. 
On  the  3rd  Major  Romanes  had  three,  161b.,  91b.,  and 
81b.  On  the  4th  the  same  gentleman  had  two,  81b. 
and  61b.    On  Floors  lower,  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Gibson 
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one  of  101b.  with  worm.  On  Hendersyde  stretch  :  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  three,  of  81b.  each. 
On  the  Sproiiston  Water,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  J. 
Tait  had  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  'one  of 
71b. ;  on  the  Teviot,  on  Monday,  Mr.  W.  Mercer 
had  91b.  of  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Cant  51b  •  on 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  W.  Currie  had  61b.  with  worm,'  and 
Mr.  J.  Steel  7Jlb.,  including  a  grayling  of  2Jlb'.  ■  on 
the  Kale  Mr.  R.  Moscrip,  Glasgow,  had  71b.  on  Friday 
(May  31)  and  91b.  on  Saturday  (June  1),  with  creeper. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge,  co.  Antrim).— Since  last 
report  there  has  been  a  strong  wind  blowing  from  the 
south,  accompanied  by  weighty  showers  of  rain  which 
have  discoloured  the  water  and  caused  a  few  inches  of 
a  rise.  This  has  caused  a  large  run  of  spring  salmon 
to  pass  over  the  different  weirs  into  the  upper  and 
middle  reaches,  many  of  which  have  now  reached 
Lough  Neagh.  The  few  rods  that  were  on  the  river 
had  grand  sport  for  the  past  week.  Mr.  W.  H  Wilson 
fishing  the  Caronroe  reach,  took  fourteen  salmon' 
from  91b.  to  211b.  He  has  made  a  record  on  the 
Bann  for  the  month  of  May  now  past  by  landing 
twenty-four  salmon,  scaling  3241b.  These  fish 
were  nearly  all  taken  on  the  original  pattern 
of  the  Black  and  Gold  Fly.  On  the  Kilrea 
section  there  were  five  salmon  landed:  Mr  Mul 
hoUand,  two,  121b.  and  15Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Murray  one  91b  • 
Mr.  Cootes,  one,  111b. ;  and  Mr.  Ardale,  one'  91b'  The 
trout  fishing  is  exceptionally  good  on  all  the  sections 
On  June  3  Dr.  Morgan,  Manchester,  took  seven  trout" 
scaling  141b.,  largest  31b.— Daniel  O'Fee.  ' 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  much-needed  rain 
put  the  Clady,  Glenvoy,  Crumlin,  etc.,  in  fair  order 
and  some  baskets  of  small  trout  were  picked  up  in  the 
past  week.  On  the  Dams  trouting  was  hardly  so  good 
the  bags  averaging  from  three  to  four  fish.— J.  A  B  ' 
East  Tyrone  Rivers.— Trouting  has  improved  on 
the  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry.  On  the  latter 
stream  Black  Fly  fishing  has  commenced,  and  favour- 
ably too.  Salmon  may  be  expected  in  both  streams 
now,  as  they  are  in  Lough  Neagh. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Some 
splendid  sport  was  had  on  the  Erne  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  following  number  of  beautiful  Erne 
salmon  were  landed  :— Sir  W.  Williams  landed  one 
salmon  of  15Jlb.  on  June  1,  and  Captain  Williams 
landed  another  of  191b.  on  same  day.  Captain  F.  W. 
Jones  landed  two  fine  salmon  of  171b.  and  131b.  on 
May  30  and  31.  Mr.  Sharp  landed  one  salmon  of  161b.; 
Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed  two  salmon  of  161b! 
and  131b,  on  June  1.  Sir  E.  B.  Bates  landed 
two  fine  salmon  of  21Jlb.  and  171b.  on  June  1  and  3, 
and  a  grilse  of  61b.  Captain  Williams  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  221b.  on  June  3.  Mr.  Geo.  Davies  landed 
two  salmon  of  171b.  and  131b.  on  June  4,  and  Captain 
Cliff  landed  one  salmon  of  161b.  on  same  date.  Trouting 
on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week  was  good.  Mr.  T. 
M.  Pike  had  some  good  sport,  and  took  161b.  weight  of 
trout  on  June  3,  largest  trout  weighing  over  41b.  Sir 
Wm.  Williams,  Captain  Williams,  Sir  E.  B.  Bates  and 
brother,  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli,  landed  a  number  of  fine 
trout  on  the  Erne  during  the  late  evenings  of  the  past 
week,  several  of  the  trout  weighing  2Jlb.  and  31b.  each. 
On  Lough  Erne  the  May  fly  is  doing  fairly  well,  and 
some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  during  the  past 
few  days  with  the  natural  fly ;  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  took 
eight-,  trout,  weighing  121b.,  on  June  1.— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— On  the  whole  sport  has  shown 
much  improvement  since  last  report,  especially  on  the 
Inny,  Laune,  Flesk,  Cummeragh,  and  Peale.  Sea- 
trout  are  arriving  in  good  numbers  on  all  the  above- 
mentioned  waters,  and  salmon  and  peel  are  coming  up 
in  good  numbers,  especially  in  the  Waterville,  Laune, 
and  Blackwater  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  water  is  now  in  good  order,  and  angling  has  shown 
much  improvement.  Since  last  report,  Ned  Dennehy 
has  had  two  salmon,  9|lb.  and  101b. ;  Mr.  McMullen, 
fishing  with  Steve  Huggard,  two,  averaging  101b. ;' 
Johnny  Brennan,  one,  9iilb. ;  Mr.  Bona,  one  (weight 
not  ascertained).  Several  fine  sea-trout  were  had  last 
week,  one  of  4|lb.,  had  by  a  local  professional,  being 
the  best  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask.— The  following  anglers  are  fishing 

above  water  from  Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrahe  :  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Wyett,  and  Mr.  Crewdson.    The  fishing  now 
is  very  good. — T.  Stannebs. 

Lough  Mask. — The  following  anglers  are  fishing 
above  water  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur. — 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Allix,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnett,  Messrs.  Boucher  Stace,  Sykes,  Walm- 
sly,  Cockburn,  Doctor  Luthure,  and  Fred  Sabin. 
The  weather  being  rough  with  heavy  rain,  anglers 
were  unable  to  fish,  three  days  since  last  report, 
although  trout  were  rising  freely  to  the  fly.  Colonel 
Allix  creeled  the  largest  basket  on  June  1,  eight  trout 
on  the  fly.  Mr.  Cockburn  landed  a  41b.  trout  on 
June  4,  and  four  smaller  ones.  Mr.  Sykes  creeled  a 
good  basket  daily. — I.A.J. 
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Longh  Melvin. — Mr.  A.  Wren  took  one  salmon 
of  81b.  on  May  30,  and  Mr.  W.  Henry  took  three  trout 
(Salmo  Perox)  of  71b.,  31b.,  and  31b.  on  May  30,  and 
June  1.  Good  trout  fishing  was  held  on  Lough  Melvin 
during  the  pa*t  week,  and  a  good  many  baskets  of 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout  were  taken,  several  of  the 
baskets  containing  from  fifteen  to  thirty  trout  of  a  fair 
average  size. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Iiougfli  Neagh.. — Pollen  fishing  since  last  report 
was  on  the  whole  good,  and  as  the  demand  is  steady 
and  the  prices  fairly  remunerative  from  the  cross- 
Channel  markets,  the  fishers  are  doing  a  good  business. 
Trout  netting  is  not  so  good,  and  fewer  big  fish  are 
being  taken. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourue  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — The 
heavy  rain  raised  the  Mourne  into  pretty  fair  order 
this  week,  yet  trouting  is  poor  enough.  Salmon 
may  be  expected  up  the  river  any  time.  The  white 
trout  come  later  on. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good 
order,  with  south  winds.  Mr.  Wilson  got  one  fine  fish 
during  the  week,  151b.,  and  rose  some  more  ;  and  Mr. 
Scroop  got  one,  81b.  The  grilse  is  on  the  move  now, 
so  we  expect  good  sport  on  the  lower  waters.  There 
is  some  white  trout  coming  up. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  ILoughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Rain  and  south  wind  for  the  past  few  days 
here  has  improved  sport  a  bit.  Mr.  Blucher  had  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  31b ;  Mr.  Powl,  two 
grilse,  2Jlb.,  41b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  Mr. 
H.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  lljlb. ;  Dr.  Peterson,  one 
salmon,  131b,  and  two  grilse,  31b.,  3Jlb.  Some  good 
takes  of  trout  have  been  got  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
river.  Trout  anglers  on  the  lough  are  doing  well. 
Mr.  Corryhad  the  best  take  for  one  day,  thirteen,  121b. 
Mr.  C.  Wheatley  and  friend  had  nine  pike,  1261b., 
largest,  26Jlb.  Good  prospects  for  next  week. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Iiough  Derg  (Killaloe) — A  fierce 
storm  on  the  lake  for  four  successive  days  this  week 
has  nearly  finished  up  the  dapping.  What  a  pity  !  for 
the  green  drake  season  had  opened  so  full  of  promise. 
Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  of  Birmingham,  and  his  friend, 
Mr.  Wheatley,  junr.,  have  had  some  very  good  sport 
on  the  lake  this  week,  but  as  I  am  writing  against  time 
to  catch  the  English  post,  I  cannot  give  details.  Mr.  R. 
Buckworth,'fishing  my  water,  has  done  very  well  indeed 
among  the  river  trout,  his  catch  in  the  evenings  alone 
numbering  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen  nice 
trout.  His  fishermen,  T.  and  J.  Grimes,  landed  in 
same  water  yesterday  a  grilse  of  61b.  A  good  show  of 
grilse  on  the  lower  and  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  I 
mean  above  the  bridge.  Mr.  Malpass,  of  Old  TrafEord, 
England,  has  killed  the  largest  lake  trout,  a  seven- 
pounder,  which  he  has  forwarded  to  be  set  up.  He 
also  caught  the  same  day  two  trout,  2Jlb.  and  l^lb. 
Yesterday  he  followed  up  his  success  by  killing  on  the 
lake  eleven  lovely  trout,   weighing  201b.  —  S.  J. 

HUBLET. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed  one  salmon,  13Jlb.  On  Prospect,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Carlyon  killed  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Phelps,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  V.  Phelps,  one 
salmon,  201b.;  and  the  fishermen,  one  salmon,  12Jlb. 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
l^\h.■,  on  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  161b. — John  Eneight  &  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Although  the 
dapping  season  on  these  lakes  set  in  with  about  ten 
days  of  easterly  breezes  and  very  bright  sunshine, 
followed  by  a  change  to  south  wind  and  exceedingly 
disagreeable  and  stormy  weather,  yet  sport  was 
decidedly  in  the  ascendant,  far  in  advance  of  recent 
years,  and  had  there  been  genial  and  suitable  weather 
it  would  have  been  of  a  superior  order.  Where  the 
lakes  are  so  extensive,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  get 
authentic  information,  but  the  following  from  Lough 
Derravaragh  is  reliable  :— 111b.,  71b.,  51b.,  81b.,  51b., 
61b.,  81b.,  51b.,  71b.  per  boat  in  one  day,  trout  ranging 
from  lib.  to  71b.  Some  excellent  fishing  was  also  had 
on  Belvedere,  and  when  wind  and  weather  are  suitable 
the  sport  is  a  good  deal  above  the  average  on  Lough 
Owel,  the  most  unsuccessful  angler  on  the  water 
being  your  correspondent.— T.  J.  W. 
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SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytanx  (June  2). — Owing  to  sunspot  influence,  or 
something,  we  have  now  the  sort  of  heat  that  pre- 
vailed a  month  later  last  year.  The  Green  Drake 
carnival  has  arrived,  but  before  the  rise  became 
general  dirty  water  came  down  from  the  late  lying 
snows,  filling  the  Rhone  choke  fiill,  and  spoiling  the 
other  waters  considerably.  Early  last  week,  when 
the  upper  reaches  of  these  were  clear,  there  was  a 
good  old-fashioned  May  Fly  day.  I  had  brief  inter- 
views with  many,  and  had  quite  a  full  basket  of 
eleven  good  fish,  some  of  them  longer  than  could  find 
stretching  room  in  it,  all  thick  and  well  fed.  Others 
had  also  more  or  less  good  luck.  Next  day,  though 
the  fish  were  blindfolded  by  the  thick  soup,  Mr. 
Wilson  got  a  few  good-sized  trout.  Two  days  later  the 
water  was  still  dirty  ;  however,  towards  evening  there 
was  a  short  good  time  at  the  edges  within  the  last 
hour  before  catching  the  train,  when  Mr.  W.  B.  White 
scored  five  extremely  handsome  fish,  two  of  them 
under  21b.  each ;  and  I  got  three  rather  under  lib. 
each,  lusty  fellows,  as  good,  red-fleshed  trout  as  ever 
adorned  a  dish. — Benwtan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  are  having  a  continuance  of  fine 
weather,  and  at  time  of  writing  (June  5)  the  sea  is  as 
calm  as  a  lake,  with  a  nice  westerly  breeze  on. 
Mackerel  continue  to  "  school  "  close  in.  Small  boats 
off  with  seine  nets. — H. 

Deal. — As  to  fishing,  I  have  very  little  to  report,  as 
the  fish  are  not  in  shore  yet  worth  mention.  The 
tides  suit  well  for  week-end  and  early  part  of  next 
week  for  close  to  Goodwin  fishing,  and  with  this  fine 
weather  and  good  bait  there  should  be  sport. — Edwaed 
Hangee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  recently  had 
to  be  content  with  large  numbers  of  small  pouting, 
the  dogfish  having  evidently  left  the  neighbourhood, 
and  flatfish  of  all  kinds  being  unusually  scarce. 
Though  some  half  dozen  rods  have  daily  ledgered  for 
them,  the  total  catch  has  not  amounted  to  more  than 
five  fish.  Pollack  have  at  length  put  in  an  appearance, 
and  Mr.  Webster  has  secured  several  fair  bags  of 
them,  his  rod  on  Wednesday  morning's  tide  accounting 
for  seven,  averaging  over  a  pound  each.  No  mackerel 
have  recently  schooled  in  this  vicinity,  though  the 
extreme  clearness  of  the  water  should  warrant  their 
presence  here.' — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pljrmouth. — Sea  fishing  is  improving  at  Plymouth  ; 
there  are  plenty  of  bass  in  the  estuaries  and  bay,  and 
some  large  pollack  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
The  long  looked  for  mackerel  have  appeared,  and  are 
being  taken  in  Cawsand  Bay.  Several  of  our  fishermen 
are  taking  to  the  fly  for  x^ollack,  bass,  and  mackerel. 
They  use  a  lOJft.  to  12ft.  trout  fly-rod  and  a  trout 
cast,  and  the  White  Fly  or  sole's-skin  tail.  Some  very 
good  sport  is  to  be  had  in  this  mode  of  fishing.  The 
edible  fish  for  this  month  are  bream,  smelt,  sturgeon, 
bass,  mullet,  salmon,  peel,  trout,  pilchard,  ray, 
pollack,  hake,  mackerel,  dory,  scad,  eel,  conger,  launce 
sole,  plaice,  turbot,  brill.  May  sole,  flounder,  and 
halibut.— W.  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — There  have  been  some  very  good 
catches  of  eels  on  the  West  Pier ;  a  lady  landed  one 
without  help  on  June  5,  but  little  short  of  21b.,  and 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  Dabs  are  still  plentiful  in 
the  bay,  and  a  fairish  number  have  been  taken  from 
the  West  Pier.  The  bay  has  been  alive  with  mackerel, 
but  none  of  our  boats  are  equipped  for  catching  them. 
Very  little  has  been  done  from  the  Iron  Pier  or  the 
Marina. — Geey  Mullett. 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  at  and  around  this  station 
is  now  in  full  swing,  and  good  sport  is  being  had  with 
gurnard,  ijollack,  whiting,  and  bass.  Large  shoals  of 
the  last-mentioned  fish  have  arrived  in  the  harbour, 
and  herrings  are  putting  in  an  appearance  in  Coonanna 
Harbour,  where  an  unusual  occurrence  (as  far  as  I  am 
aware  of)  took  place  on  Monday  (June  .3) — namely, 
that  of  an  angler  fishing  for  bass  with  a  "  White  Fly  " 
taking  two  mackerel  of  exactly  21b.  each  in  quick 
succession. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— On  Monday  (June  3), 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Dalton,  P.  Murphy,  J.  Cassidy,  and 
Wm.  O'Sullivan  caught  one  hundred  and  four  gurnard, 
one  hundred  and  five  whiting,  thirteen  bream,  fourteen 
mackerel,  and  seven  miscellaneous  fish  between  the 
western  point  of  Ballinskelligs  Island  and  Bolus  Head. 
— T.  J.  D. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 


Beport&  {to  ensure  insertvori)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. — The  finance  committee 
will  meet  on  Monday  next,  June  10,  at  8  p.m.,  and 
general  committee  at  8.45.  The  privilege  tickets  have 
been  in  my  possession  some  few  days,  and  no  incon- 
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venienoe  will  be  experienced  by  members  providing  I 
receive  the  application  lists  early  enough  to  enable 
me  to  write  out  and  post  the  tickets  to  secretaries. 
In  the  event  of  an  unforeseen  delay  a  personal  applica- 
tion, and  the  production  of  a  properly  authorised  list 
to  me  at  my  address,  will  enable  secretaries  to  obtain 
tickets  at  any  time  on  Saturday  evening.  June  15. — R. 

G.  Woodruff. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.C— Since  my  last  report  1 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt,  per  Mr. 
Harris,  Elgin  Angling  Society,  of  &2  ;  Trout  Wanderers, 
£1  4s. ;  Golden  Barbel,  18s. ;  Newbury  Piscatorials, 
£1  5s.  6d.  from  their  collecting  boxes.  Will  secretaries 
please  excuse  delay  regarding  receipt  of  cash  for  A.  B. 
tickets  ;  printer  has  disappointed  with  printing. — S. 
Malby. 

Admieal  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — We  hold  our  first  match  of  the  season, 
for  three  valuable  prizes,  at  the  Running  Pond,  Ux- 
bridge,  on  June  16th.  Peg  down,  one  rod  only.  It  is 
earnestly  requested  that  all  members  be  present  next 
Monday  to  make  arrangements  as  to  time,  train,  etc. 
— C.  Stedman. 

Albion  Angling  Society,  Churchfield-road,  Acton, 
W. — This  society  held  its  opening  concert  on  May 
25.  Mr.  J.  Harwood  presided,  Mr.  F.  Fowler  ably 
filled  the  vice-chair,  and  Mr.  Harris  (visiting  officer) 
called  the  roll.  Numerous  societies  were  represented. 
The  programme  consisted  of  several  well  -  known 
artists.  The  concert  commenced  at  7.30  p.m.,  and 
the  following  artists  appeared — Messrs.  E.  Castledine, 
Melrose  and  Freeman,  W.  Clements,  Harry  Turner, 
Archie  Brooks,  W.  Friser,  J.  Tilly,  Stretch,  Foot, 
S.  Gibbard,  etc.  The  musical  programme  was 
arranged  by  Mr.  T.  Selwood,  jun.  Accompanist,  Mr. 
W.  Brooks.  The  company  gave  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  our  worthy  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Smith,  who 
responded.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  also  accorded 
to  our  worthy  host  and  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  Phipp,  and 
to  Mr.  Harwood  for  taking  the  chair ;  altogether  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-Hill-gate, 
W. — Our  first  match  pegged-down  is  fixed  for  June  23, 
at  Langley  Veitches  Pound.  We  draw  £2  out  of  funds 
(also  10s.  from  Mr.  Head,  and  other  private  prizes). 
Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Prouten  are  the  official 
stewards.    The  conditions  are  in  club  books. — Ben. 

Amicable  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship  Square. — On  Wednesday  last,  May  29, 
two  members  were  proposed.  June  12  will  be  quarterly 
night.  We  have  still  room  for  one  or  two  good  working 
members. — G.  Haynbs. 

Batteesea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — On  June  4  the  follow- 
ing were  elected  working  members  :  Messrs.  C.  Burton, 
A.  Atkinson,  G.  S.  Ireland,  and  C.  J.  Ireland.  Mr.  E. 
Watts  was  elected  a  honorary  member.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  thanking  Mr.  C.  Dejonge  and  Mr. 
A.  Dejonge  for  attending  the  Central  meeting,  and 
proposing  that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Eldridge 
with  respect  to  the  extra  charge  to  Pulborough  and 
Amberley. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgeave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  very 
good  muster,  most  of  the  old  faces  turning  up. 
Important  business  again  next  Thursday.  All 
members  please  attend  early. — Roachpole. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Kentish  Town. — The  annual  dinner  and  pre- 
sentation of  prizes  will  be  held  on  June  12  at  7.30. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  see  members  and  prize  donors  on 
the  evening  of  June  9  at  the  club-house  for  general 
business. — J.  H. 

Burllngton  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westboume 
Park. — This  club  has  undergone  entire  reconstruction, 
and  on  Monday  last  (June  3)  we  had  a  good  meeting 
of  old  and  new  members.  Mr.  L.  C.  Greenhill  and 
Mr.  G.  A.  Duke  were  elected  president  and  vice- 
president  respectively.  The  meetings  of  the  club  for 
the  future  will  be  every  Monday  at  9  p.m. ;  the  sub- 
scriptions to  be  paid  weekly. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  together 
with  a  concert,  which  was  a  decided  success.  Mr. 

H.  Deverell  occupied  the  chair  and  Mr.  H.  Everett 
the  vice.  Our  late  host,  Mr.  B.  Williams,  presented 
the  prizes.  The  following  were  the  chief  winners 
during  the  year :  Messrs.  H.  Everett,  R.  Nursey,  J. 
Baines,  G.  Akneroth,  E.  Argent,  C.  Hazard,  and  L. 
Stephenson,  twenty  other  members  also  receiving 
prizes.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  evening  netted  £6 
more  to  om-  prize  list,  the  amount  promised  up  to  the 
present  now  being  over  £31.  The  talent  throughout 
the  evening  was  of  a  very  spirited  character.  On 
June  9  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  will  deliver  his  lecture  on  the 
Suffolk  Stour.  June  11  will  be  the  annual  general 
meeting  night. — E.  H.  Abgent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  Jamea- 
street,  Camden  Town. — At  our  last  meeting  our  prize 
list  had  a  few  additions,  and  the  remaining  prizes  left 
over  from  May  22  were  handed  over  to  the  %vinners, 
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Messrs.  Painter,  Fuller,  A.  C.  Hoodless  and  A.  E- 
Hoodless.  Members  are  requested  to  give  in  their 
naines  for  privilege  tickets  and  Angling  Benevolent 
Society  tickets  as  soon  as  possible. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Ciarenoe, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.— Our  first 
day's  outing  this  season  will  take  place  on  June  16 
for  ten  prizes.  Locale  will  be  settled  on  June  12. 
We  have  had  another  prize  added  to  our  new  list. 
— 6.  T.  Jameson. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Oobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  full  meeting, 
when  the  fixtures  for  the  forthcoming  season  were 
decided.  Our  first  outing  will  take  place  at  Boxmoor 
on  June  23  for  nineteen  prizes.  Leave  Willesden 
Junction  by  midnight  train  for  Boxmoor.  One  rod 
only  allowed.  Will  members  and  friends  turn  up  in 
strength  on  June  8  ? — A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— At  a  well-attended 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  members : — Mr.  A.  Baker,  F.  Corby,  and 
Coales  (honorary)  ;  A.  Appleton,  C.  Chilman,  R.  S. 
Christmas,  G.  C.  Dickens,  and  E.  Crane  (working). 
The  first  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Staines 
on  June  30  for  three  prizes.  Members  please  note 
that  June  19  will  be  quarter  night,  when  I  hope  all 
menjbers  will  be  present. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— Our  annual  distribution 
and  concert  on  Wednesday  was  a  success.  After  the 
distribution  a  vote  of  thaiiks  was  given  to  Mr.  Y.  F. 
Franklin  for  his  past  services  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  carried  out  the  programme.  Mr.  A.  F. 
Pratt  officiated  as  chairman.  Miss  Edie  Verne  at  the 
piano.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  June  9  at 
Bury,  near  Amberley. — T.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  June  4  two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  other  business  disposed  of, 
also  society  prizes  for  the  coming  season.  Final 
arrangements  were  made  regarding  our  annual  dinner, 
to  take  place  at  Ongar  on  June  9.  Members  please 
meet  me  by  9.30  on  Sunday  at  Liverpool  Street,  as  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  the  G.E.R.  Co. — S.  Malby. 

Barlsfibld  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — We  held  our  annual  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  June  4,  when  the  officers  for  the  coming 
season  were  elected.  It  was  resolved  that  the  meeting 
nights  be  altered  to  Wednesdays  at  9  o'clock,  instead 
of  Tuesdays.  The  first  outing  of  the  season  will  be 
held  on  Juxie  16,  time  and  place  to  be  fixed  next  Wed- 
nesday. Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  please 
drop  me  a  line. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — I  should  be  glad  to  see  a  good  muster  at 
next  Tuesday's  meeting,  when  our  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season  is  down  for  discussion.  Messrs.  H. 
Lane,  W.  Oliver,  and  S.  Deacon  have  been  elected 
working  members,  and  Mr.  G.  Dormer  honorary 
member. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Members 
requiring  privilege  tickets,  please  show  up  on  Jvme  11, 
as  I  send  for  them  on  that  date.  We  made  two  new 
members  on  June  4. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  prizes  are  coming 
in  well  for  our  distribution  next  Tuesday,  June  11. 
On  June  4  the  balance  sheet  was  read  by  the  auditors 
and  passed ;  two  propositions  were  received. — R. 
Mdephy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
Our  thirty-eighth  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
June  13.  After  supper  we  shall  be  pleased  to  have 
the  company  of  brother  anglers.  A  host  of  talented 
friends  have  promised  their  support. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Guildford  Angling  Society. — The  annual  dinner 
of  the  above  society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  12,  at  the  Star  Inn,  Guildford,  at  6.30  p.m.  sharp, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley.  Tickets 
(3s.  each)  may  be  obtained  of  Mr.  W.  Worsfold,  hon. 
sec,  32,  Portsmouth-road,  Guildford. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  the  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Aboat  forty 
members  and  friends  gathered  together  on  the  occasion 
of  our  annual  dinner,  which  took  place  on  May  29,  Mr. 
F.  J.  Hudd  presiding,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  in  the 
vice-chair.  Although  the  prizes  had  been  distributed 
at  an  earlier  function,  the  chairman  in  giving  the 
toast  of  the  evening  mentioned  that  the  most  suc- 
cessful members  were — Mr.  G.  West,  winner  of  the 
Challenge  Cup  with  fourteen  points,  and  also  the 
society's  cup  for  the  best  fish — namely,  dace,  lib.  IJoz. 
(bream,  61b.  15|oz.,  trout,  51b.  8oz.,  and  pike,  161b.  7oz. 
also  having  fallen  to  his  rod) ;  Mr.  S.  Stone,  roach, 
21b.  2^oz. ;  Mr.  F.  Berry,  bream,  61b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  T. 
F.  Ward,  carp,  61b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Wymer,  pike,  181b. 
2oz.,  and  perch,  21b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders,  chub, 
41b.  5oz.,  and  pike  141b.  IJoz.  In  all  there  were  sixty- 
three  specimens  out  of  a  total  of  7411b.  weighed  in, 
eleven  of  these  being  above  medal  standard,  so  that 
the  Highbury,  is  once  more  in  the  first   flight  of  | 


successful  societies.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  proposed  the 
toast  of  "The  Visitors,"  which  was  ably  responded  to 
by  Councillor  Jones,  and  a  capital  musical  programme 
made  the  evening  a  most  enjoyable  one.— E.  Wyher. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— Will  members  and  donors  of 
prizes  please  let  us  have  same  on  or  before  June  11, 
which  is  distribution  night.  Mr.  Albert  Derry,  of  the 
Blenheim  Angling  Society,  will  read  his  paper, 
entitled,  "  Angling  and  its  politics,"  at  the  ■  above, 
June  9.    Commence  at  eight  o'clock.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— On  June  2,  Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Gisse,  and  Mr.  Perry  were  out,  but  had  no  sport! 
Our  outing  on  June  9  is  to  Burnham-on-Crouoh.  Those 
members  not  present  at  oiu-  last  meeting,  who  are  going, 
are  to  meet  at  Liverpool-street  Station  at  9  o'clock 
sharp. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— As 
previously  announced  the  members  will  open  the 
season  by  competing  for  three  special  prizes  on  Jime 
16,  at  Wateringbury.— H.B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross  Road. — At  the  annual  general  meeting  the 
Hon.  Sec.  read  the  report,  which  was  very  satisfactory. 
The  club  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  J.  Hawkins, 
W.  Baker,  J.  W.  Freeman,  and  S.  Bellchambers.  The 
President's  prize  by  J.  W.  Freeman;  Mr.  C.  J.  Towner's 
prize  by  J.  Hawkins ;  Mr.  Edward  Spencer  Stedolph's 
prize  by  W.  Baker;  Mr.  S.  J.  Gore's  prize  by  Mr. 
Ellison ;  Messrs.  Carter,  Webb  and  Fox's  prize  of 
silver  plate  by  J.  W.  Freeman.  The  other  prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Hawkins,  A.  E.  Eley,  J.  W. 
Freeman,  F.  Crowther,  S.  Bellchambers,  P.  Sturgess, 
and  W.  Baker.  Mr.  W.  Wells's  prize  was  a  draw  ;  J.  R. 
Freeman's  prize  was  not  taken.  The  President  was 
re-elected,  as  were  the  other  officers.  One  new 
member  was  made.  Our  dinner  and  distribution 
will  take  place  on  June  11.  Four  new  members  were 
made. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.  —  On  Thursday 
next  our  nineteenth  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place.  Prize  donors  will  greatly 
oblige  by  letting  me  have  prizes  promised.  Our  first 
outing  of  season  will  take  place  at  Tonbridge  on 
June  16.  Mr.  G.  Cooper  and  Mr.  J.  Evens  were  pro- 
posed for  membership  and  will  be  balloted  for  next 
week. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— Sport 
during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  has  been  of  a  most 
indifferent  nature,  although  three  of  our  members 
fishing  at  Llanuwchllyn,  near  Bala,  killed  forty  brace 
of  trout  in  two  days.  Our  members  who  visited 
Scotland  on  the  Annan  at  Hoddom  had  a  most 
unsatisfactory  outing,  and  angling  with  artificial  lures 
was  at  a  discount.  The  only  trout  worthy  of  comment 
weighed  21b.  3oz. — March  Brown. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe 
Lane,  E.G. — Result  of  competition  at  Southend  : — Mr. 
A.  C.  Cannell,  first ;  Mr.  H.  Archer,  second ;  Mr.  W. 
E.  Povey,  third.  I  wish  to  particularly  thank  Mr. 
Sid  Cotgrove,  boatman,  of  Leigh-on-Sea,  for  kind 
attention  to  members.  Settlement  of  accounts  for 
"  Champion  "  concert  tickets  will  greatly  oblige. — Sid 
Ransom. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C— We  had  our  first  quarterly  meet- 
ing on  June  2,  when  the  following  officers  were 
elected : — President,  F.  G.  Haines ;  secretary,  Jas. 
Collins ;  treasurer,  J.  Jones.  The  following  were 
elected  on  the  committee: — Messrs.  W.  Gray,  W. 
H.  Took,  H.  G.  Johnson,  Fred.  Metz,  W.  Marlow^ 
and  E.  T.  Harris.  Our  prize  list  was  started  with  a 
good  number  of  valuable  prizes.  Our  first  outing  is 
arranged  for  June  16  to  Hampton  Court  (leaving 
Waterloo  at  8.15),  when  we  have  at  least  two  prizes  to 
be  fished  for. — Jas.  Collins. 

Noeth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our  next 
meeting  takes  place  on  June  12,  when  I  hope  that 
any  member  that  has  not  given  in  his  name  for  his 
privilege  ticket  will  come  forward  and  do  so,  and 
oblige. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — ^The  next  return 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  district  visiting  list  takes 
place  at  the  above  on  June  10,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
the  clubs  on  the  list  represented.  Secretaries  not 
receiving  post-card  kindly  accept  this  as  an  invitation, 
and  oblige. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Mr.  T.  Wood  weighed 
in  a  plaice,  21b.  13oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Cartwright,  a 
sea  bream,  lib.  lOoz.  Next  week  is  quarterly  night 
and  the  new  rules  will  be  out.  The  committee  are 
requested  to  meet  on  Friday  at  10  o'clock  to  arrange 
prizes;  for  our  outing  on  June  23  to  Yaldintr — 
H.  W.  Morgan.  ^' 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon.— Members  are  reminded  that  a 
meeting  will  be  held  on  June  9,  at  3  p.m.,  for  election 


of  new  members,  quarterly  subscriptions,  privilege  and 
season  tickets. — G.  Schultz. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
June  5  five  members  were  proposed.  The  dinner  will 
take  place  at  Burnham-on-Crouch.  Details  later.  Hope 
all  prizes  will  be  paid  in  nexi  Wednesday.— George. 

Pbckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  fish  our  first 
series  on  June  16,  at  Yalding,  from  the  Anchor  to  the 
bridge  at  East  Peckham  tow  path,  and  on  the  morning 
only.  Two  more  members  proposed  this  week  and  are 
elected.— F.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Will  members  please  leave  word 
or  attend  on  June  9,  as  to  the  privilege  ticket  wanted, 
so  that  they  may  be  had  the  following  Wednesday, 
when  a  special  general  meeting  is  called  to  settle  all 
details  of  rules  for  the  coming  season. — R.C. 

Queen's  Piscatoria,ls,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — Last  meeting  night  three  new 
members  were  enrolled.  Dm-ing  the  evening  Ben 
Abrahams  gave  us  a  visit,  bringing  with  him  tickets 
for  Benevolent  competition,  of  which  he  means  to 
make  a  great  success ;  he  also  gave  a  valuable  prize  to 
the  above  society  to  be  fished  for  during  the  coming 
season. — F.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  June  5  there  was  a  change 
of  ofiicers,  viz.,  Messrs.  Pain,  H.  Lewis,  Gibbons, 
Spielman,  and  Taylor  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Will 
members  kindly  take  note  of  this,  there  will  be  a 
special  general  meeting  on  June  12  to  confirm  rules, 
and  other  important  business,  when  I  expect  to  see  all 
members  present. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Helen's  Angling  Association.  —  The  above 
association  held  a  contest  on  Whit-Monday,  at  which 
there  was  a  good  muster,  about  forty  members  taking 
part.  There  were  six  prizes  offered  for  competition. 
The  next  contest  will  be  held  in  the  Lancaster  Canal, 
at  Garstang,  on  July  4  and  6.  Mr.  Wm.  Swift's  pond 
(club's  water)  has  been  in  good  ply  for  trout,  several 
having  been  taken,  the  biggest,  lib.  7oz8.,  by  Mr.  John 
Gerrard. — H.  M.  Greer. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Will  members 
kindly  attend  and  clear  books.  Honorary  members' 
subscriptions  are  now  due. — R.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — At  our  last  meeting  we  were 
promised  several  prizes,  including  one  from  our 
host  and  one  from  his  brother,  Mr.  Gilbert.  We  hold 
a  concert  on  June  17  in  aid  of  A.B.  fund,  on  which 
occasion  we  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance  as  we 
have  the  promised  support  of  some  good  singers.— W. 
Beattib. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne  Road,  South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W.— At  our 
visit  thirteen  clubs  were  represented.  Mr.  Eyke 
occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Brookman.  Some 
excellent  harmony  was  rendered  during  the  evening, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Prewin, 
Brown,  Francis,  Payne,  Cartwright,  Broughton, 
Brooks,  &c.  The  prize  fund  box  contained  the  sum 
of  15s.— A.P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  June  4, 
one  hon.  and  three  working  members  were  elected. 
The  thirteenth  annual  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above  address  on  June  11 ; 
chair  for  8.30  sharp.  Our  -president,  Mr.  J.  Saunders, 
will  preside,  when  as  many  brother  anglers  and  friends 
who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  be  heartily 
welcome.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— Members  are  requested  to 
attend  Tuesday,  June  11,  which  will  be  a  special 
meeting  to  elect  a  treasurer  in  place  of  Mr.  G.  W. 
Sherman,  who  has  resigned.  There  are  arrangements 
to  be  made  for  the  brake  outing  on  June  23  ;  also  the 
prize  list  to  be  completed  before  the  opening  of  the 
season. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  June  13,  Mr.  B.  J.  Jacob 
(Mayor  of  Deptford)  in  the  chair,  with  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
(Old  Izaak)  in  the  vice-chair.  Our  first  match  of  the 
season  takes  place  on  the  Medway  on  June  16. 
Members  wishing  to  take  part  in  same  kindly  note 
Rule  11.— F.  Beak. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Our  distribution, 
dinner,  and  concert  will  take  place  on  June  12.  Tickets 
from  members  at  2s.  6d.  Will  donors  of  prizes  please 
forward  them  as  early  as  possible.    Dinner  on  table 

8  o'clock. — E.  HOWARTH. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association.  —  A 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  on 
Tuesday,  June  11,  at  8.30  p.m.,  to  arrange  prizes,  com- 
petitions, and  general  business  relative  to  coming 
season.  All  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  as  we  have  some  important  business  to  get 
through.  Subscriptions  will  become  due  on  June  15. 
— H.  E.  Newby. 
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ANDERSONS' 

Gold  Medal  and  Special  Prize 

WADERS,  BOOTS,  BROGUES,  &G. 


ONE 

GOLD 

THREE 

SILVER 
MEDALS, 

PARIS 

1900. 


THE  "SANDEMAN"  BROGUE 


VEEY  BEST  QUALITY 

for  tlie 

HARDEST  WEAR. 


Price  SOs.  per  rair. 
Size  lys  32s.  6d. 
per  pair. 
No.  2,  Felt  Brogues, 

25s.  per  pair. 
No.  3,  Severn  Brogues, 
22s.  6d.  per  pair. 


IHMTr  RALL 


No.  l;Gold  Medal  quality,  49/6 

For  Hard  Wear. 
No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality,  37/6 
For'Liglit-Summer  Wear,  i 

"These"  Waders  were  highly 
commended  in  the  Field. 

Cholraondeley- 
Pennell 
Over-Knee 
Waders. 

stockings 
reaching  just 
over  the  knee 

with  Hght 
Leather  feet 

attached. 

No.  2. 
Gold  Medal 

cpiality, 
per  57/6  pr. 

If  made  to  W-  Pemnell's  ReoS 
nieasure63/-  Jvbr-Knee  WadCA^ 


FISHING 
TROUSERS. 

No.  1  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  HARD 
WEAR,  49s.  6d. 

No.  2  Gold  Medal  quality,  we 
recommend  for  MEDIUM 
WORK,  42s. 

No.  3  Gold  Medal  quality, 
being  very  light,  are  intended 
for  LIGHT  SUMMER 
WEAR,  37s.  6d. 


EVERY 
REQUISITE 


WATERPROOFand  RUBBER 

FOB  THE 

ANGLER. 


MAGNIFICENT 
STOCK. 


E«T(  8T»  MALL  A.Ai  K. 

FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Gold  Mudal  Qualities,  31s.  6d. 
27s.  6d. ,  and  24s.  6d.  per  pair. 
Nos.  4  &  5,  ordinary  qualities,  19s.6d.  iV:  15s.  6d. 


ANDERSONS'  REPAIRING  OUTFIT,* 

2s.  per  Sox. 


I  No.    4  quality, 
:     for  ROUGH 
MEDIUM 
WORK,  35s. 

No.  5  quality,  for 
M  E  D  I  U  ]M 
WORK,  25s. 


The  Improved 

"BUGKLAND" 
WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING 
JACKETS, 

34  and  -37  ins.  long. 
Price  47s.  6d. 
For  all  stock  sizes,  14 
in  number. 


When  ordering  WADERS 
by  post  Customers  should  state 
height,  length  of  fork,  size 
round  waist,  and  give  outline 
of  foot  or  state  size  of  boot. 

When  ordering  BROGUES 
it  is  better  to  send  us  one  of 
your  Waders. 

BOOTS  or  "BUCKLAND" 
WADERS ;  send  an  easy  fit- 
ting boot  or  send  size  of 
same. 

We  allow  5  per  cent,  dis- 
count (Is.  in  the  £1)  for 
prompt  cash  payment. 


'T  STA.MALL.ANOeHSOMS-LONOOK 

SOLID  BUILT  "BUCKLAND  " 
COMBINATION  WADING  BOOTS. 

No.  1,  Gold  Medal  (i\iality, 
84s.  per  pair. 
Nos.  2  &  4  qualities,  55s.  &  37s.  6d. 


THE 


"HAMPSHIRE" 
FISHING 
JACKET. 


25s. 


ANDERSONS'  FOLDING  WATERPROOF 

FISHING  SEATS 

14  X  10  in. 

1/6  eaeh, 
6  for  8/6. 

16  X  12  in. 
2/-  eaeh, 
6  for  11/6. 


Andersons' 

Rubber 
DRINKING 

GUP. 


Collapsible, 
for  the 
Pocket. 

Price 
1/-  each 

(Six  for  5/6). 


1901  Pattern 

"NON-SUPPING" 
PIKE  BOOTS. 

Good  souxid  quality 
rubber,  felt  lined  for 
warmth,  deeply  grooved 
soles  (arrow  pattern), 
which  prevents  side 
slipping,  nails  in  heels. 
As  suggested  and  used 
by  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq 

27s.  6d.  per  pair. 

Ladies', 
18s,  6d.  per  pair. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD., 


WATERPROOFERS,  India  Rubber  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers,  37,  QUEEN 


VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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W  AEwiCK  AnglinCx  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow.— We  beg  to  announce  first 
annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Monday,  June  10,  at 
above  house,  also  distribution  of  prizes.  Tickets, 'ss 
can  be  obtained  at  club  house  or  of  members.  Anglers 
and  friends  are  cordially  invited.— W.  G.  Callcut 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George 
Hillmgdon-street.  Walworth,  S.E.— Will  all  members 
knidly  attend  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  to 
appoint  officers  and  committee,  also  to  arrange  prizes 
for  ensuing  season. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford.— Mr.  Brady  pre 
sided,  with  Mr.  Pethurst  in  the  vice-chair,  at  our 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  on  May  23,  which 
proved  a  grand  success.  Some  capital  songs  were 
rendered  by  the  following  gentlemen— Messrs.  Frost 
Bowles,  Papworth,  Owen  Llovd,  P.  W.  Hartt,  Rason 
sen.,  and  several  others,  also  a  couple  of  humorous 
recitations  were  given  by  Mr.  Frost,  which  were  much 
appreciated  by  the  members  and  friends  present  The 
prize  winners  were  Brothers  Homer,  Pethurst 
Burling,  Vale,  Kettenus,  Newton,  jun.,  Swadling 
Lowther,  Seal,  P.  W.  Hartt,  Owen  Lloyd,  Pummel, 
i^oster,  sen.  and  jun.,  Pearce,  Rason,  sen.  and  jun 
and  T.  Barker.  After  the  supper  and  distribution  was 
over  we  got  the  promises  of  a  good  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season,  which  no  doubt  will  be  added  to  before 
the  season  opens.  Our  next  meeting  takes  place  on 
June  12,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  new  privilege  tickets, 
and  also  new  rule  books  ready.  I  beg  to  remind 
members  that  after  our  meeting  on  June  12  we  shall 
hold  our  meetings  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  every 
month,  as  per  new  rule,  also  that  members  who  are  in 
arrears  to  hurry  up  with  their  subscriptions  if  they 
want  to  fish  in  our  opening  match  which  takes  place 
at  Hatfaeld  Peverel  on  June  16.  Members  may  <to  by 
the  last  tram  on  Saturday  night  or  the  first  on  Sunday 
morning.— R.  Lowtheb. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Morsell.— A  meeting  of  the  above  society  will  be  held 
on  June  12  at  8  p.m.  in  the  club  room,  when  it  is 
hoped  that  every  one  taking  an  interest  in  fishing  will 
make  an  effort  to  attend.  We  hope  to  announce  the 
complete  prize  list  for  the  season  on  that  date  •  also 
to  enrol  a  lot  of  new  members.  Subscriptions  are 
now  due,  and  should  be  handed  to  the  hon.  sec  or 
assistant,  hon.  sec,  before  June  16.— R.  Heather  ' 


June  9. 

Dalston  :  Outing  to  Ongar. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:    Lecture  by  Mr  R 

Hubbard. 
Islington  Brothers  :  Outing. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Bury 
June  10. 
North  London:  Visit. 

Friendship :  Smoking  concert  for  Central  re-stock- 
mg  funds. 

Warwick  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  11. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

Stratford  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Junior  Piscatorials  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
June  12. 

Anchor  Fishing  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Distribution. 

Walthamstow  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Bostonian  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
June  13. 

United  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Supper. 

Lincoln  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  14. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society :  Committee  meeting. 

June  16.— Opening  of  the  Coarse  Fishing  Season. 
„    16.— West  Ham  Brothers:  Match  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. 

16.— Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
16-— United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Medway 
16.— Earlsfield  :  Outing. 
16.— Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
16. — Clapham  Junction  :  Prize  outing. 
16.— New  Century :  Outing  to  Hampton  Ceurt. 
16.— Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Tonbridge. 

16.  — Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

17.  — Stepney  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 
19.— D'Oyley  Arms  :  Annual  dinner. 
23.— Oglander  ;  Outing  to  Yalding. 
23. — Cobden  :  Outing  to  Boxmore. 
30.— "H.  S.  Norris"  benefit  competition 

Langley. 


at 


LYRA  PISCATOEIA  ;  Original  Lyriea  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishei-men.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fislnng,"  etc.    The  PiM  says:  " Cotswold  Isys  has 

.lll^lulr^  IS  a  delightful  volume."  The  ^«mJ.«r  Anger 
says  .  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  •  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  •  Dinner  al  fresco  ■  is  afgoo'd  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
»pM^roHs.1d'''  ^'"««*-'.  Covent  Garden^rj 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
g^oHinqs  bp  ff)c  IJSap. 

The  fishing  at  Prensham  Pond  (near  Farnham 
Surrey)  will  open  on  June  16.  The  proprietor,  Mr.  g' 
A.  W.  Grifiiths,  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  anglers 
comfortable.  The  hotel,  just  on  the  border  of  the 
lake,  has  been  brought  up  to  date,  and  visitors  may 
rely  upon  receiving  every  attention. 


It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  has  caused 
the  "schools"  of  mackerel  to  run  so  close  inshore 
lately.  I  learn  from  a  correspondent  that  they  have 
been  at  Deal,  Walmer,  Kingsdown,  and  right  along 
the  coast  in  unprecedented  numbers,  literally  in 
millions.  One  night  last  week  the  water  from 
Sandowu  Castle  to  beyond  Kingsdown  was  alive  with 
them,  and  so  great  was  the  haul  made  by  the  Walmer 
men  that  the  net  broke  and  their  splendid  catch 
worth,  perhaps,  £100,  escaped.  Hard  luck  I  Never 
mind,  try  again,  and  more  success  attend  you. 


Me.  Hdssey  sends  me  a  photograph  of  an  uncommon 
shark  recently  captured  near  the  Varne  lightship  and 
suggests  that  "  it  would  do  nicely  for  the  Fishing 
Gazette  Album,  as  it  is  such  a  persistent  and  successful 
fasherman."  I  am  obliged  to  my  friend  but  must 
decline  his  offer,  as  I  cannot  have  the  high  average  of 
beauty  of  the  portraits  which  have  graced  these  pages 
lowered  by  the  counterfeit  presentment  of  that  ugly 
and  voracious  beast,  however  interesting  he  may  be  to 
the  naturalist. 


The  Friendship  Angling  Society  will  hold  a  smoking 
concert  on  Monday  (June  10)  for  the  Central  Re-stocking 
Society's  funds.  During  the  evening  the  prizes  will 
be  distributed.  Chairman,  Mr.  Charles  Watling  of 
the  Great  Northern  Brothers ;  vice,  Mr.  J.  Smith^  of 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers ;  pianist,  Mr.  F.  Morley  ■ 
secretary,  I.  Levien.  ' 

''Florodora"  will  be  performed  at  two  London 
suburban  theatres  next  week— namely,  at  the  Coronet 
Theatre,  Netting  Hill,  where  Mr.  E.  Lewis  will  repeat 
his  admirable  impersonation  of  Tweedlepunch,  whilst 
Miss  Amy  Augarde  will  give  her  execellent  per- 
formance of  Dolores.  Mr.  Tom  B.  Davis's  Southern 
"Florodora"  Company  will  also  produce  Mr.  Leslie 
Stuart's  musical  comedy  at  the  Duchess  Theatre 
Balham,  next  week,  Mr.  Fred  Eastman  playing 
Tweedlepunch,  and  Miss  Alma  Steele,  Dolores 


Mr.  W.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  writes:  "Since 
the  rain  we  had  last  week  and  an  occasional  shower 
since,  what  a  delightful  change  has  come  over  our 
rivers,  brooks,  and  pools,  and  what  a  refresher  for  the 
fish.  Nearly  two  months  and  no  rain  in  the  early 
spring  means  a  very  serious  question  for  both  fish, 
birds,  and  vegetation.  The  waters  are  still  low  in 
many  places  in  East  Anglia  and  in  the  rivers;  the 
heat  has  forced  up  the  weeds  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner;  the  welcome  rain  has  brought  on  some 
si)lendid  rises  of  the  Stone  Fly,  Olive  and  other 
Duns,  and  the  best  lot  of  May  Ply  I  ever  remember 
seeing.^  Sitting  in  one  of  my  big  barges  on  Lord 
Mayor  s  river-side  on  Sunday  last,  in  company  with 
Mr.  J.  W.  Challice  and  Mr.  Park,  and  some  other 
angling  friends,  we  watched  the  trout  gobbling  down 
the  flies  in  the  most  determined  manner;  the  great 
roach,  dace,  and  chub— that,  as  most  all  visitors  to 
Barton  Mills  know,  abound  in  the  pretty  Lark  stream 
—equally  enjoyed  the  sumptuous  repast  of  winged 
insects.  A  gentleman  trout  fishing  near  Isleham 
on  Thursday  (May  .30),  hooked  a  remarkably  fine 
perch  of  over  41b. ;  unfortunately  this  fine  fish  had  got 
the  minnow  so  far  down  his  mane  that  it  could  not  be 
got  out  without  killing  the  fish.  Another  perch  was 
taken  with  a  fly  the  same  day  that  weighed  nearly 
2Jlb.  The  Lark  stream  is  in  good  condition  now,  and 
country  looking  very  nice  indeed.  The  Bull  Hotel  at 
Barton  Mills— the  anglers'  home— is  most  comfortably 
fitted  up,  and  ready  for  anglers." 


The  Mick  had  only  lately  heard  that  it  was  cheaper 
to  take  a  return  ticket  than  to  pay  single  fare  each 
way,  and  the  other  day  he  came  bounding  into  our 
carriage  just  as  the  train  was  starting,  scrambled  over 
everybody's  feet,  sank  into  the  farther  corner,  and 
laughed  uproariously  for  ten  minutes.  Pressed  for  an 
explanation,  he  shouted  delightfully  :  "I've  done  'em 
begob!^  I've  had  the  railway  splendid,  I  have!'' 
"  How's  that  ?  "  we  inquired.  "  Be  jabers  I  "  he 
shouted,  "  I've  took  a  return  ticket,"  and  then  going 
off  into  another  fit  of  joy,  he  yelled,  "and  I'm  not 
coming  back  !  " 


June  8,  1901 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  came  the  news  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ball,  on  May  28,  fishing  at  Deal 
off  the  Goodwins,  captured  in  a  "few  hours  over  401b. 
oi  fish.  They  consisted  of  fifty-one  whiting,  thirty 
dog-fish,  seven  nuss-dogs,  three  dabs,  two  horse 
mackerel,  and  one  rigg  of  19^1b.  The  rigg  was  landed 
by  the  "  Commodore  "  (Mrs.  Ball)  with  a  fine  plaited 
line  and  gut  hook. 


I  am  asked  to  explain  why  Mr.  James  Sceats,  whose 
portrait  appeared  in  "Our  F.O.  Album  of  Anglers" 
on  June  1,  used  a  half-pound  roach  to  catch  a  91b.  pike. 
Well,  It  was  like  this.  He  was  fishing  for  roach  ;  got 
him  (nearly) ;  pike  fancied  it,  and  tried  to  "  scoot  "  ; 
but  Sceats  was  there  at  the  time,  and  landed  the  two 
in  one  haul.    That's  it. 


Some  exciting  riding  has  been  witnessed  in  the 
Ladies'  Bicycle  Race  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  this 
week.  Unfortunately  some  spills  caused  Mdlles. 
Palliarde  and  Abow  Kaia,  two  excellent  French 
cyclists,  to  cease  riding;  but  they  propose  entering 
next  week's  race,  when  several  new  riders  from  Paris 
and  the  provinces  are  expected.  This  week's  race 
seems  to  rest  between  Miss  Harwood  and  Miss 
Blackburn,  both  Londoners,  who  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  have  not  parted  company.  Visitors  will  find 
plenty  to  interest  them  with  the  excellent  entertain- 
ment and  the  existing  races. 


"  Raven  "  writes  :  "  At  a  meeting  of  the  managing 
committee  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  held  at  the 
Plough  Inn,  Icklingham,  on  Thursday,  May  28,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  members  present  that  portions  of  the 
river  be  granted  to  some  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
rnittee  for  the  purpose  of  catching  eels  by  means  of 
hives  only.  No  worm,  baited  hooks,  or  lines  allowed 
under  any  circumstance  whatever.  The  eels  are 
playing  such  havoc  with  the  trout  fry  and  the  other 
fish  spawn,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
them  killed  off— but  by  ]iivcs  only.  It  was  also 
resolved  by  the  committee  to  put  a  stop  at  once  to 
worm  fishing  for  trout,  and  notices  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  stating  the  fact.  Well,  this 
certainly  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  No  lover  of 
angling  or  sport  would  be  seen  to  fish  for  trout  with  a 
worm— no  sport  in  it— and  if  the  members  of  the 
Lark  Angling  Society  persevere,  they  will  now  be  able 
to  get  the  support  of  any  number  of  fly  fishermen. 
All  those  who  have  watched  the  voracious  eels 
gobbling  down  the  trout  ova  and  sucking  the  roach 
and  dace  spawn  from  off  the  weeds,  know  well  what 
destructive  brutes  they  are—  far  worse  than  otters  or 
pike.  The  only  wonder  is  the  society  have  not  taken 
this  step  long  before  this ;  but  it's  never  too  late  to 
mend." 


A  Members  Golf  Club  is  about  to  be  formed  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  situated  on  the  Sundridge  Park 
Estate,  near  Bromley,  which  is  accessible  by  the 
South  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  from  Charing 
Cross,  Waterloo,  Cannon  Street,  and  London  Bridge 
Stations  in  25  minutes.  The  club  house  will  be  five 
minutes  from  Sundridge  Park  Station.  The  excellent 
nature  of  the  turf,  being  on  a  sandy  soil,  lends  itself 
to  become  one  of  the  finest  and  longest  inland  courses. 
The  extent  of  the  links  comprises  116  acres,  so  that  a 
full  IS-hole  course  is  more  than  provided  for.  The 
scheme  is  being  supported  by  a  strong  provisional 
committee,  which  includes  several  scratch  players. 
The  club  is  now  prepared  to  receive  applications  for 
membership.  Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  W.  R.  Marshall  (Secretary),  95',  West  End  Lane, 
West  Hampstead. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Riley  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Cherwell  Pishing 
Association)  sends  us  a  long  report  of  their  annual 
meeting,  held  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  on  May  20, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Field.  The  Com- 
mittee's report  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  sound 
financial  condition.  The  officers  and  committee  were 
elected  ;  the  prizes  won  during  the  past  season  distri- 
buted, and  various  important  matters  discussed.  Space 
will  not  permit  of  reporting  the  doings  of  this  impor- 
tant association  in  full,  but  those  who  wish  to  learn 
more  about  them  should  get  a  copy  of  the  Banbury 
Advertiser  of  May  23. 

The  June  number  of  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  is  to 
hand,  and  is  a  really  excellent  number.  A  full  notice 
will  appear  next  week. 


The  fault  in  the  New  Zealand  submarine  cable, 
which  was  recently  repaired  by  the  steamer  Recorder, 
is  stated  to  have  been  caused  by  the  bite  of  a  fish.  It 
was  almost  bitten  through,  a  broken  tooth,  half  an 
inch  long  and  apparently  belonging  to  a  fish  of  large 
size,  being  found  embedded  in  the  strands,  which 
rested  330  fathoms  below  the  surface.  Experienced 
cable  workers  say  that  this  is  a  very  unusual  depth 
for  a  mishap  of  this  nature. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  will  recognise  him  on  page  379.  Mrs. 
R.  B.  M.  thinks  much— very  much  more  of  him  than 
appears  in  the  picture.  No  matter;  he  has  yielded, 
at  last,  to  have  his  portrait  in  the  paper.  In  answer 
to  many  applications  for  "Dragnet's"  portrait,  I 
think  the  time  is  ripe  for  it  to  appear,  and  without 
egotism,  or  whatever  they  call  it,  here  it  is  • — at 
least  that  is  all  there  is  left  of  Dragnet. 


June  8,  1901 


PfoviDeial  flugling  Notes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  Beading  on  Saturday  evening 
(June  1).  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  fully 
attended ;  the  chief  business  transacted  was  to  make 
the  arrangements  for  the  first  annual  contest  in  con- 
nection with  the  association.  Letters  from  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway  Co.  were  read  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  run 
the  contestants  from  all  parts  to  Nantwich  at  reduced 
fares,  a  list  of  which  I  will  give  next  week.  Letters 
were  also  read  from  the  Shropshire  Canal  Company 
which  caused  some  discussion,  as  they  wished  to 
make  a  charge  of  so  much  per  head  for  the  day's 
fishing  independent  of  the  sum  already  paid  by  the 
association  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  the  water.  This 
matter  was  referred  to  the  sub-committee,  who  will 
interview  a  representative  in  Birmingham  upon  ithe 
matter.  The  sum  of  £30  was  voted  for  prizes,  £5 
of  which  will  go  to  the  first  prizewinner.  Tickets 
for  the  contest  will  shortly  be  issued  at  sixpence 
each,  and  all  other  minor  details  will  be  forwarded 
on  to  the  branch  secretaries.  The  Gloucester  Popular 
Angling  Association  was  admitted  into  the  association. 
A  large  number  of  our  clubs  will  make  Kemsey  their 
happy  fishing-ground  this  season.  The  Birmingham 
Heath  Society  hold  their  annual  contest  there  on  the 
16th  of  June  next,  when  about  £30  worth  of  prizes  will 
be  competed  for.  A  large  gathering  is  expected  on 
this  occasion.  The  Midland  Railway  authorities 
inform  me  that  they  do  not  intend  to  run  their  early 
morning  special  until  the  first  Sunday  in  July.  Some  of 
our  clubs  are  under  the  impression  that  Sunday  fishing 
is  not  allowed  at  Pershore,  but  if  they  care  to  write  to 
Mr.  John  Hopkins,  of  High-street,  Pershore,  or  to 
Mr.  J.  Knight,  of  the  White  Horse,  Pershore,  they 
will  obtain  all  information  as  to  contests  on  the  day 
mentioned,  as  contests  may  be  fished  by  obtaining  the 
necessary  permission. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributary  creeks  and  streams 
are  ia  very  nice  trim  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing, 
the  recent  rains  having  given  a  nice  tinge  to  the  water. 
A  few  very  nice  trout  were  taken  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week  near  to  Frodingham  Bridge  and  West  Beck- 
end,  and  with  minnow  odd  good  fish  have  been  taken 
on  the  Driffield  Canal.  The  tidal  waters  are  also  in 
fair  order ;  some  very  good  fish  on  the  rise  in  various 
parts,  and  on  Saturday  (June  1)  one  angler  secured  a 
splendid  fish  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  Cicey,  estimated 
to  weigh  between  51b.  and  61b.  The  coarse  fish  season 
promises  well,  for  thousands  of  large  roach  and  dace 
are  busy  on  the  shallows  and  at  the  various  beck 
ends  scouring  themselves,  and  the  lower  waters 
are  literally  teeming  with  fish.  Flounders  are  now 
providing  excellent  sport  at  Grovehill,  Wawne,  and 
Dunswell,  and  at  the  recent  club  matches  some  very 
fair  catches  have  been  made.  The  River  Hull  Asso- 
ciation fished  a  match  on  MintTo  Flatts,  Mr.  Geo.  Skow 
taking  first  prize  with  21b.  3Joz.  The  Old  Sculcoates 
Anglers  also  did  fairly  well  nea.r  Wawne  Ferry,  Mr. 
C.  Hostiok  being  first  with  21b.  5^oz.  and  Mr.  T.  O'Brian 
second  with  21b.  loz. ;  and  at  the  open  matches,  promo- 
ted by  the  Beverley  Foresters  Society,  which  took  place 
at  Figham,  Mr.  J.  Sowerby  secured  the  first  prize  with 
21b.  6oz.,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  anglers  com- 
peting, most  of  which  caught  fish.  The  Driffield 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society  fished  their  second 
match  of  the  season  at  Barmston,  on  the  Barmston 
Drain,  near  where  it  enters  the  sea,  and  had  few  good 
takes,  Mr.  A.  Waites  being  first  with  31b.  6Joz.,  and 
the  second  and  third  winners  had  considerably  over 
2Jlb.  of  fish  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Many  of  our  annual  events  of  importance  are  now 
within  measiirable  distance  of  being  negotiated.  Per- 
haps the  first  will  be  that  of  the  Wigan  amalgamation 
at  Leigh  to  be  closely  followed  by  a  similar  item  from 
the  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society.  The  first  is 
for  £10  in  cash  prizes,  and  the  second  for  £5  in  cash 
prizes.  The  Boat  House  Angling  Society,  Irlam, 
have  fixed  on  the  following  places  and  dates  for 
three  matches:  July  6  at  Irlam,  Aug.  10  (?)  at 
Worsley,  Sept.  21,  at  Irlam.  As  Aug.  10  is 
championship  day  at  Worsley,  this  date  may  possibly 
be  a  mistake.  Our  Lancashire  rivers  do  not  yet 
appear  to  be  in  the  best  fishing  order.  The  Lune  and 
its  tributaries  have  been  low,  and  the  best  catches  made 
with  worm  and  the  bustard  fly.  The  Wenning  has 
yielded  several  fair  baskets,  and  owing  to  the  holidays 
and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  mills,  the  extra  water 
has  materially  assisted  migrating  fish  to  move.  Sport 
in  the  Ribble  continues  only  poor;  the  indiSerent 
reports  blame  the  scarcity  of  water  for  this.  Only 
early  and  late  can  any  decent  sport  be  obtained  on  the 
Wyre.    The  lawer  reaches  are  fishing  the  best,  and 
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the  worm  makes  the  best  return,  although  the  Black 
Gnat  is  strongly  in  evidence  on  this  river.  Things 
continue  to  hum  at  Liverpool,  where  in  every  depart- 
ment they  are  very  much  alive. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  prospects  of  trout  fishing  have  undergone  a 
marked  improvement  during  the  past  ten  days,  and 
sportsmen  are  turning  out  in  larger  numbers  than  they 
have  done  at  any  previous  period  of  the  season. 
Unfortunately  the  rains  which  fell  last  week  did  not 
last  long  enough  to  make  any  material  difference  to 
the  condition  of  the  streams,  and  extreme  care  is 
necessary,  both  in  the  selection  and  manipulation  of 
tackle,  to  capture  a  decent  basket  of  fish.  Evening  is 
by  far  and  away  the  best  time  for  operating  with  the 
fly,  and  one  or  two,  who  have  fished  from  a  sheltered 
position,  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  taking  several 
brace  of  trout  after  7  p.m.  Those  who  have  used  the 
bottom  tackle  in  the  deeper  pools  have  also  done 
better  during  the  past  few  days  than  they  have  for 
several  weeks  past.  The  maggot  continues  a  most 
reliable  bait,  but  since  the  warmer  weather  set  in 
many  anglers  have  preferred  to  try-  their  luck  with 
the  fly.  In  another  ten  days  the  advent  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  will  be  here.  So  far  as  the  Fen  waters 
are  concerned  the  prospects  are  satisfactory.  It  has 
been  a  good  spawning  time,  and  the  rivers  and  drains 
are  said  to  be  literally  full  of  fish. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  men  have  returned,  and  are  now  talking  of  the 
fish  they  have  caught  and  those  they  have  not. 
From  general  and  repeated  reports  it  may  be  gathered 
that  sport  all  round  during  Whitsuntide  has  not  been 
up  to  the  average,  especially  for  trout.  Mr.  R.  S. 
Easton,  of  this  city,  is  credited  with  thirty  trout  from 
the  Jed,  but  as  to  the  size  or  weight  we  know 
nothing,  but  should  like  to  do.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  have  advanced  their  championship  com- 
petition another  stage  by  fixing  dates  and  places 
as  follows :  June  22,  23,  24  at  Vale  Royal,  July  27,  28, 
29  at  Macclesfield,  Aug.  24,  25,  26  at  Broken  Cross. 
Final  details  will  be  arranged  at  the  next  meeting  on 
June  17,  and  members  would  do  well  to  refresh  their 
memory  with  all  rules  dealing  with  competitors. 
This  society  has  arranged  a  match  with  the  Old 
House  at  Home  Angling  Society,  and  no  pains 
are  to  be  spared  to  select  the  very  best  team  for 
that  event.  This  fixture  promises  to  be  the  most 
enjoyable  item  of  this  season's  programme.  An 
impression  is  about  that  local  canals  and  other 
waters  are  closed  again  now  that  the  holidays  are 
over ;  this  is  not  so,  for  they  remain  now  open  for  the 
rest  of  the  season.  From  the  BoUin  the  weekly  report 
says :  "  Rain  wanted  badly.  Not  many  rods  out  last 
week  end  considering  the  holidays.  A  few  decent  fish 
have  been  taken  with  both  worm  and  fly. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Last  week  some  very  choice  trout  were  creeled  on 
the  lower  Greet  by  Messrs.  T.  Lewis,  W.  Foulds, 
G.  Clarke,  and  G.  Bee  ;  and  two  brace  and  a  half  were 
taken  with  fly  above  Caythorpe  Mill,  on  the  Dover 
Beck.  The  tributaries,  like  the  Trent,  are  running  in 
extremely  low  and  clear  volume,  and  rain,  which 
often  threatens,  fails  to  fall  in  any  quantity.  Coarse  fish 
seem  to  be  working  ofi  the  scours  by  degrees,  and 
ordinary  anglers  are  growing  anxious  to  try  for  them 
in  the  rapid  and  shallow  channels.  The  season  opens 
on  June  16,  and  prospects  point  to  the  inauguration  of 
a  successful  campaign.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
chub,  barbel,  and  roach,  and  nothing  in  the  shape  of 
bait  will  attract  them  more  freely  than  a  bunch  of 
caddis  grubs  employed  on  light  tackle.  The  May  Fly 
is  said  tp  be  up  on  the  local  becks. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  streams  is  very  low  and  clear, 
the  weather  all  an  angler  could  wish,  warm  and  not 
too  bright,  and  the  wind  southerly  and  just  enough  of  it 
to  cause  a  slight  ripple  on  the  Water  occasionally. 
There  was  an  abundance  of  flies  out  and  the  Green 
Drake  on  thick,  but  sport  has  not  been  brisk  by  any 
means.  A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
few  have  done  fairly  well.  Messrs.  Martin,  Perks,  and 
W.  Thrift,  of  the  Worcester  Angling  Society,  had  some 
very  fine  fish.  Messrs.  R.  Wingfield,  E.  Hill,  and  J. 
Wilson  had  capital  baskets  of  trout,  others  from  one 
brace  to  two  brace  each,  and  with  the  natural  Green 
Drake  sport  should  be  good  during  the  coming  week. 
There  was  a  slight  fall  of  rain  on  Wednesday,  the  sky  was 
overcast,  and  a  solid  downfall  for  a  day  or  two  would 
be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  land  and  give  joy  to  the 
angler — it  is  much  wanted.  There  has  been  a  big  run 
of  twaite  in  the  Severn,  and|  a  great  number  are  in  the 
lower  Teme ;  a  large  quantity  have  been  taken  with 
the  nets  and  by  anglers,  and  they  have  afforded  rare 
sport. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  reports  from  angling  resorts  are  more  encoura- 
ging than  of  late,  and  prospects  continue  to  brighten. 
The  north-easterly  winds  have  given  place  to  balmy 
southern  breezes,  which  have  brought  up  thunder 
showers   and  vitalised    the    streams,  which  had 
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run  out  of  condition  during  the  drought.  Under 
the  genial  influences  the  May  Fly  has  come  out, 
and  the  Stone  Fly  has  rapidly  developed.  On  the 
Swale  capital  sport  has  been  obtained.  The  Rev. 
A.  Vesey,  Vicar  of  Marsko,  secured,  near  Dountiolme 
Park,  forty-five  trout,  weighing  upwards  of  111b.  IMr. 
Charles  Musgravo,  who  is  an  expert  fly-fisher,  has  had 
fair,  though  not  remarkable,  sport.  Skeeby  Beck  yielded 
a  few  nice  trout.  Pheasant  and  Orange,  Dotterel  and 
Yellow  proved  the  best  i\  ies.  We  shall  hear  more  of  the 
Stone  Fly  just  now.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Roeth  and 
Gunnorside,  and  by  Catterick  and  Bulton,  visitors  to 
Swaledale  have  had  excellent  sport.  There  has  been 
fair  sport  in  the  Otley  lengths  of  the  Wharfc,  chiefly 
at  sundown. 


"glofes  from  if)c  ^od^. 

The  rivers  have  been  disturbed  but  little  by  the 
passing  showers  and  are  still  getting  lower  and  clear, 
but  on  the  whole  sport  all  over  has  been  much  brisker, 
both  with  salmon  and  trout. 


A  fine  run  of  grilse  is  being  experienced  on  the  Dee, 
and,  judging  from  what  has  been  got  in  the  nets, 
sport  should  be  good  about  the  Banchory  and  Kin- 
cardine waters. 


The  fly  season  is  now  about  over  on  the  earlier 
trouting  streams,  such  as  the  Don,  Deveron,  and 
Findhorn — that  is  if  it  is  ever  over.  The  clear-water 
worm  now  takes  precedence. 

The  autumn  rods  are  now  being  hooked  up  with 
rapidity.  The  Grandholm  water  on  the  Don  is  fully 
let  right  on  to  the  end  of  October,  and  elsewhere  the 
demand  is  greater  than  the  supply  where  good  sport 
is  a  certainty  if  sport  is  to  be  got. 

In  the  Balmoral,  Ballater,  and  Dinnet  districts  of 
the  Dee  sport  has  been  very  good  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  especially  so  during  the  past  ten  days  or 
so.    This  is  a  fact  gleaned  from  personal  observation. 

Mr.  Forbes,  one  of  the  headmasters  of  the  Aberdeen 
Board  Schools,  has  been  extremely  lucky  on  Lord 
Aberdeen's  ticket  water  on  the  Ythan.  On  two 
successive  Saturdays  he  had  a  nice  salmon  of  111b.  in 
addition  to  some  grand  baskets  of  trout. 

His  Majesty  has  been  repairing  the  bridge  at 
Balmoral  over  the  Dee  by  enlarging  the  roadway  and 
improving  the  approaches. 

Lord  Glenesk  is  enjoying  some  trout  fishing  on  the 
Muick.  He  has  a  good  bit  of  salmon  water  at  his 
disposal,  but  he  prefers  the  burn-trout  to  all  other 
kinds  of  sport,  and  just  now  the  best  creels  are  being 
made. 


Another  big  trout  was  grassed  on  the  Don  last  week 
by  Mr.  Prosser,  solicitor,  Aberdeen,  which  scaled  81b. 
I  am  guessing  at  the  Don  because  details  are  quite 
properly  being  withheld  on  account  of  the  rush  wtiioh 
would  immediately  be  made  for  the  spot. 

Mr.  Charles  Shearer,  shoemaker,  had  four  dozen 
trout  on  the  Bogie  averaging  three  to  the  pound,  but 
one,  a  regular  beauty,  turned  the  balance  at  3|lb. 

The  Forss  at  Thurso  has  been  doing  exceedingly 
well  as  a  salmon  river  this  season.  Lord  Strathallan 
had  four  last  Thursday  (May  30)  scaling  14|^lb.,  lUih., 
lUb.,  and  9Jlb. 

Mr.  Ingram  and  others  have  been  making  baskets  of 
101b.  to  141b.. of  brown  trout  and  finnock  on  the  Ugie, 
all  to  the  fly. 

Mr.  Carnegie  is  to  have  some  trouble  with  some 
bondholders  over  deeds  granted  by  the  party  who 
owned  Skibo  Castle  before  him  if  he  does  not  buy 
them  up.  It  looks  like  another  big  law  case,  and  it  is 
confidentially  asserted  that  when  it  does  come  off  it 
will  be  the  sensation  of  the  day. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gaskell  and  family  are  now  at  Cambus 
O'May  for  the  summer  fishing  on  the  Dee. 

A  salmon  of  701b.  was  got  on  the  Tay  last  week. 
This  is  not  only  the  top  fish  of  the  season,  but  the 
record  fish  for  many  years  back.  The  last  big  fish 
was  561b. 


The  rock  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it,  and 
are  now  in  the  thick  of  their  season. 

Special  Scotch. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  Ipy  W.  H.  AUen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  I'elter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CAT.4.L08CK  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 
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Croolcea   I.axxe,   Z^o^doxx    Bridlge,   E.C.,  &   1,   Btxry   St.,  St.  Jaxxxes 


s.w. 


are  now  supplying  their  noted 


SPLIT  CANE  RODS 


WAI^TED. 
A  First=class  Fishing 
Rod  Maker. 

F,  T.  WILLI  A  31 S  <C  CO., 
to,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 

C.  M.  MACKAy! 

50,  BBIDGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN, 

The  Sportsman's 
Depot  and    Athletic  Stores. 

The  Tackle-Shop  op  the  Nobth. 

Superior    High    Class   Tackle  of 
Every  Description  for  River, 
Lake  and  Sea. 

ANGLING  BUREAU.— Tickets  for  the 
Ugie  and  other  waters.  All  informa- 
tion as  to  hotel  and  other  waters 
freely  given. 

Agent  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

MISS  FARLEY, 
EXPERIENCED  DRY  FLY  DRESSER, 

23,  Wycliffe  Road,  Wimbledon,S.  W. 

Double-wing-ed  Floaters,  2/-  per  doz. 

AXL  PATTERNS  ACCURATELY  COPIED. 
For  lli  Years  with  Mr.  G.  HOLLAND. 


(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel, 


IE*  XT 


X1.XS: 


DOH'T  LET  JV\OTriS 

rUiaI  VoOi^  fUi\$ 


KEATING -S  POWDER 
PRESERVES.  THEM. 


KlliS  BLACKBEETLES  &FLEAS 
Tins  3d,  6d.  &  t/. 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


iw  :es  T  s  - 

CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Maker.s  and  rei>airers  of  every  desciiptinn  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.    Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
I'i.sh.    List  on  application. 


You  fish  to  catch  fish 


—not  cold;  but  sometimes  fish  do 

not  come,  and  a  chill  does.  Lemco  prevents 
colds;  hot  Lemco  braces  the  system  to  with- 
stand fatigue  and  exposure.  No  undesirable 
reaction  after 


(LIEBIG    COMPANY'S  EXTRACT). 

A  small  jar  contains  the  concentrated  assi- 
milable essence  of  many  pounds  of  lean  beef. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 

TT7 ANTED,  n  QUALIFIED    SALESMAN.     Energetic,  pnsliiu-, 
steady   man   only  need  apply.     For  Town   in  North  of 
England.— Apply,  "  H.  S.  M.,"  FubHshers'  Circular  Office,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


BOOTH'S   LINE  GUARD 


can  be  affixed  to  any  wond  l  eel  in 
with  4  screws.  Pro'tected  and  st; 
ynard,  sj.  Sea  anil  pike  size,  ft 
leel  size.  'J'lie  best  line  ;;uard  eve 
Seiiil  sizi'  of  reel. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT 
ROACH  ROD,  4s. 

For  Casta  Only. 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  1 
bag;  in  box,  eaiTiage,  id.  Bal, 
1«.  e.xtra. 


a  few  minutes 
impeil  on  each 
each,  :j  inch 
r  lirouLrht  out. 

BAMBOO 
8d. 


ancewood  top, 
iinced  handle, 


BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
liandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rinys,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  1l'  oz 
piice  ill.,  lOJ  ft.  ;  5.v.  Hkl.,  11  ft.  ;  cariiage  id. 
BARGAIN — Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Refina,  as 
tine  a  2.x  Di'awn,  first  quality,  20  in.,  3s.  Qd.  100  • 
Refina,  next  finest,  21i  in.,  2«.  Ud.  ;  23  in.,  3s.  5d 
pef  100.   Only  .small  lot.    Be  in  time. 

BOOTH,  F^ng  Gut  Merchant,  HULL. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES   OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTTTRES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.O.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  or  from 

The  "  WESTiVIINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


THE 


A  HIGH-CLASS 


Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
*'THE  GHAPMIC" 

A.NO 

"THE  DAILY  GBAPUIC." 


"Full  of  well-written  stories." — The 
Times. 

"Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Mobninq  Post, 

Of  all  newsagents  anil  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 


190.  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHIKG. 

ANGLEES  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "Aerial" 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon "  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the 
author  of  that  valuable  work  (fourth  edition) 
"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fish 
Angling  :  How  to  Catch  Tish."  Price  of  this 
Is.  2d. ,  postage  free.  ' 

Revised  price  of  Reels:  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  15«.  ;  3iin.  do.,  16s.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  4^in 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in.,  lis'  6d  ■ 
4iin.,  16s.  Qd.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENEY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottlnghani, 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only'). 

HAHKI  FS  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers. 
nnUIXLCO  sears  Fur.  Pig's  Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  tlie 
society,  held  at  the  Eestaurant  Frascati  on  Wednes- 
day, June  5,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  in  the 
chair,  the  hon.  secretary  read  the  notice  convening 
the  meeting.  The  chairman,  in  placing  the  resolution 
before  the  meeting,  stated  that  owing  to  the  success 
of  the  society  the  work  necessitated  thereby  had  gone 
far  beyond  what  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  from  any 
honorary  officer,  and  the  financial  position  of  the 
society  was  so  good  that  the  committee  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  time  had  come  when  the 
appointment  of  a  paid  secretary  could  properly  be  made. 
As  the  rules  had  originally  been  drafted  in  view  of  the 
society  being  worked  by  an  honorary  secretary,  altera- 
tions became  needful  under  which  the  paid  secretary 
would  by  direction  of  the  general  committe  and  its 
sub-committees  carry  on  the  work  of  the  society.  The 
bulk  of  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  rules  were 
simply  to  enable  this  to  be  carried  out.  As  a  special 
meeting  was  rendered  necessary  the  committee  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  amending  Rules  5,  7, 
and  13,  mainly  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  meeting 
in  May,  June,  and  July,  when  past  experience 
showed  that  members  did  not,  owing  to  the  season, 
attend  in  sufficient  numbers.  One  meeting  only 
in  each  of  these  months  —  namely,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  —  was  deemed  sufficient  with  the 
addition  of  the  last  Wednesday  in  July.  It 
was  further  proposed  to  add  an  honorary  curator 
and  librarian  to  the  list  of  officers  of  the  society. 
The  resolutions  were  then  put,  discussed,  and  with 
slight  alteration  unanimously  adopted,  and,  by 
acclamation  and  upon  a  ballot,  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson 
was  unanimously  elected  to  the  office  of  hon.  curator 
and  librarian  following  his  retirement  as  hon.  secretary. 
The  chairman,  in  handsome  terms,  congratulated  Dr. 
Patterson  upon  his  election,  bearing  strong  testimony 
to  the  admirable  and  successful  manner  in  which  for 
three  years  and  a  half  he  had  filled  the  arduous  post  of 
hon.  secretary.  Dr.  Patterson,  in  reply,  thanked  the 
members  for  their,  kind  appreciation  of  his  work  and 
regretted  his  inability  to  devote  himself  further  to 
secretarial  duties  which  had  made  serious  inroads  on 
his  time  and  energies.  Referring  to  the  duties 
of  curator  and  librarian,  he  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  society  would  now  devote  its  accumulated 
funds  to  the  provision  of  a  proper  library  for  the  use 
of  members,  and  such  a  collection  of  specimens  would 
be  worthy  of  the  largest  fishing  society  in  the  king- 


dom. With  much  enthusiasm  the  meeting  terminated 
with  unanimous  votes  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Patterson  for 
his  valuable  services  in  the  past,  and  to  the  chairman 
for  his  conduct  in  the  chair. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


visited  Newhaven  together,  but  thus  early  the  fish 
they  captured  there  proved  small,  mostly  wluting  and 
a  few  fair-sized  dabs.  Mr.  (iamlen  had  a  trout  from 
Ghesham,  with  the  Aldei-,  of  l|lb.  One  gentleman  was 
elected  a  member,  and  upon  the  settlomeut  of  a  few 
items  of  business  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
the  meeting.  J.  II.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-strect,  E.G. 


No  meeting  of  this  society'had  been  held  for  a  fort- 
night until  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Hayward  presided,  and  tlie  relation  of  holiday  ex- 
periences proved  most  interesting.  The  society's  trout 
water  has  yielded  well  over  Whit-week,  the  largest  fish 
reported  being  2Jlb.  There  has  not  formerly  been  a 
heavy  rise  of  May  Fly  at  Ghesham,  but  this  fly  is  said 
to  have  been  seen  in  some  numbers  one  very  warm 
day,  but  whethef  these  were  from  the  larv;e  recently 
put  down  there  could  not  be  determined,  but  it  was 
thought  not.  Mr.  Davies  had  a  brace  of  18oz.  and 
16oz.  respectively;  Mr.  Gharteney,  two  brace,  three  fish  i 
being  retained,  largest  If  lb.  ;  Mr.  Emery,  one  brace, 
including  an  eighteen  inch  fish  of  small  weight,  but 
this  was  thought  to  be  one  of  the  original  Chess  trout. 
He  also  captured  one  rainbow  from  the  lower  water, 
but  this  was  returned  as  the  society  wishes.  Mr.  H. 
S.  Saunders,  a  fourteen  and  a  half  inch  and  two  sixteen 
inch  fish,  also  two  rainbow  trout,  neither  of  which, 
strange  to  relate,  provided  any  sport  though  they  were 
in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  Gill  took  three  brace  at 
Ghesham,  one  only  being  retained  ;  one  trout  from 
Hertford  ;  and  one  trout  from  Norfolk.  Mr.  Eldred, 
five  trout  from  Ghesham,  one  only  being  retained  of 
fourteen  and  a  half  inches.  Mr.  A.  C.  Gardner,  two  brace, 
two  fish  returned,  those  returned  being  fifteen  and  a  half 
and  fifteen  inches  respectively.  The  writer  reported 
having  visited  Norfolk  with  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Hicks, 
when  all  three  met  with  capital  sport.  Mr.  Gardner 
had  fished  the  Barle  and  Exe,  but  was  not  very  i 
successful,  as  he  found  gales  of  north-east  winds,  and 
the  water  being  low  and  bright  the  larger  fish  were 
most  difficult  to  get  at.  However,  he  had  two  to 
three  brace  of  sizeable  trout  each  day,  and  a  stray 
grayling,  the  largest  taken  weighing  IJlb.  Mr. 
Zerfass  had  some  good  sport  with  the  bass  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Dart,  taking  thirteen  fish  one 
day,  the  largest  weighing  41b.,  and  nine  another 
day.  He  also  tried  sea  fishing  on  other  days,  but 
only  had  a  few  small  pollock.  Mr.  Jesse  Birch  had 
some  dabs  and  flounders  at  Leigh  on  Whit-Monday, 
some  of  the  dabs  being  very  large,  and  all  the  flounders 
condition.     Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Basten 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLIN(}  CLUBS. 


Tub  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Govent 
Garden,  on  Monday  evening  last.  Mv.  W.  H.  Elsmore, 
V.P.,  officiated  as  chairnan,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Lawes  as 
vice-chairman.  Mr.  G.  A.  Medcalf  wrote  expressing 
his  regret  at  his  enforced  absence  owing  to  serious 
domestic  affliction ;  the  delegates  unanimously  directed 
the  secretary  to  convey  their  sincere  sympathy  and 
best  wishes.  Messrs.  Elsmore  and  Wheelhousc  pro- 
duced the  balance  sheet  and  reported  having  audited 
the  accounts  and  found  everything  correct.  There 
was  a  satisfactory  balance  carried  forward,  and  the 
issue  of  privilege  tickets  showed  an  increase  of  several 
hundreds  of  any  previous  year.  The  report  and 
balance  sheet  were  adopted,  and  a  very  hoarty 
vote  of  thanks  accorded  the  auditors  for  their 
work.  The  enrolment  of  the  Walton  Angling  Society 
and  the  Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorials  at  the 
last  meeting  was  duly  confirmed.  The  following  three 
societies  also  applied  to  be  enrolled,  which  was  agreed 
to— namely,  the  New  Grange  Angling  S  jciety,  Southall 
and  Norwood  Angling  Society,  and  the  Nag's  Head 
Angling  Society.  A  discussion  ensued  in  reference  to 
the°increase  of  fares  to  Pulborough  and  Anibarlcy,  and 
it  was  eventually  agreed  to  communicate  with  Messrs. 
Bldridge  on  the  subject.  The  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
private  waters  for  members'  exclusive  use  were 
reviewed,  and  considered  by  all  present  to  be  of 
the  best.  The  Great  Eastern  Railway  had  very 
generously  forwarded  a  large  supply  of  books  and 
pamphlets,  which  were  distributed  to  the  delegates.  It 
was  agreed  to  suspend  the  visits  during  the  ensuing 
three  months  owing  to  the  warm  weather. 


American  Books.— A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  liad  of  .Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co    Limited,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


MAY  FLIES. 

Floating-,  5s.  per  doz.         Summer  Duck  and  Egyptian  Goose,  6s.  per  doz.  (untrimraed  wings).        Sunk,  4s.  per  doz. 

The  s-reatest  success  ever  achieved  during  the  May  Fly  season  has  been  accomplished  by  using  the  I>OLAR 
IVrHY  FLY.  which  is  the  most  seductive  pattern  introduced  in  modern  times.  A  client  of  ours,  wntmg  us 
recently  says,  with  this  Fly  he  took  a  brace  of  Trout  weighing  5  lbs.  I2  oz.  and  6  lb.  8  oz.  respectively-the  largest 
fish  taken  in  our  waters  for  over  nine  years.   They  would  look  at  nothing  else. 

THE  IDEAL  MAY  FLY  (protected), 

Is  the  most  natural  Fly  ever  produced  in  form,  colour,  and  size.  It  is  practically  unsinkable;  it  does  not  take  half 
the  drying  of  any  other  May  Fly;  it  falls  cocked  the  right  way  up.  When  on  the  water  the  position  of  the  hook  is 
such  that  the  fish  rising  at  the  Fly  must  get  hooked. 

A  SPLENDID  ASSORTiVIENT  OF  RODS  AND  CASTS  ADAPTED  FOR  IViAY  FLY  FISHING,  IN  STOCK. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

HIGH-CLASS  RODS,  FLIES,  and  TACKLE 


ANGLING  OUTFITS 

FOR  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

F.  Saliceld.— Somebody  has  been  pulling  Ansirns' 
leg  over  that  fly-tying  article.  Are  you  a  subscriber  ? 
We  do  not  seem  to  have  your  name— you  say  you 
want  address  altered. 

W.  A.  R.,  Queen's  Co.— We  know  no  book  on  "  How 
to  start  an  angling  club."  The  best  way  is  to  write 
to  likely  people  and  get  them  to  meet  somewhere  to 
talk  it  over. 

"  Baffled."— Send  your  rod  to  a  rod  maker.  He 
will  soon  put  it  right  for  j'ou. 


Corrcsponbence, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opmions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

FLUKES;  AND  SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTH  WOLD 
SUFFOLK. 

Dear  Sik, — I  have  read  with  much  amusement  the 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  fluke. 
Your  various  correspondents  seem  doubtful  about 
what  a  fluke  really  is.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  name  used 
by  fishermen  for  the  fish  that  is  better  known  as  a 
flounder.  This  fish  is  very  plentiful  here,  and  goes  by 
three  different  names— namely,  flounder,  fluke,  and 
black  butt.  I  notice  one  of  your  correspondents 
has  got  it  mixed  up  with  a  dab,  which  is  quite  a 
different  fish.  On  this  coast  flat-fish  are  plentiful, 
soles,  turbot,  brill,  plaice,  flounders,  and  dabs  being 
caught.  I  notice  one  other  remark  on  which  I 
should  like  to  comment,  that  is,  that  flounders  are 
rarely  found  in  the  sea,  but  are  principally  caught  in 
brackish  waters  in  rivers,  etc.  They  certainly  are 
found  in  these  places,  but  are  more  plentiful  in  the 
sea.  Fishing  from  Southwold  Pier  last  autumn,  I 
caught  several  in  one  afternoon,  one  was  2Jlb.  and 
another  Iflb.,  while  others  were  smaller. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  other  anglers  who  do  not 
know  Southwold  to  quote  my  catch  for  last  autumn  • 
October— whiting,  271;  flat-fish,  35.  November- 
whiting,  204  ;  fiat-fish,  36  ;  December— whiting,  236  ; 
flat-fish,  31.  Of  course  there  were  others  who  caught 
a  great  many  more  than  I  did,  but  being  in  business 
I  went  fishing  when  I  could  spare  two  or  three  hours. 
As  the  pier-master  here  weighed  the  fish  that  were 
caught,  he  can  give  the  weights  of  fish  taken  from  the 
pier  for  several  weeks.  The  sea  fishing  is  rather  good 
here  from  the  pier,  as  there  -is  a  good  depth  of  water  ; 
I  think  it  is  about  eighteen  feet  low  water  at  end  of 
pier.— Yours  faithfully,  Deep  Sea  Angler 

Southwold,  Suffolk. 


THE  CULTIVATION  OP  SILKWORMS. 

Dear  Sib,— Italy  is,  as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  very 
largely  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  silkworms. 
Owing  to  the  abundance  of  mulberry  trees,  or  perhaps 
to  the  climate,  some  of  these  reach  a  large  size,  and  I 
want  to  try  if  they  will  not  produce  correspondingly 
long  strands  for  casts.  May  I  ask  in  "  Correspondence  " 
for  the  best  method  of  manufacture.  Here  they  steep 
the  worm  in  vinegar  for  twenty-four  hours  and  then 
draw  it  out.  In  case  the  society  for  the  prevention  of 
cruelty  should  be  scandalised,  I  will  mention  that 
only  those  worms  which  die  a  natural  death  are  used, 
as  they  are  more  valuable  if  they  spin  their  silk.  The 
biggest  often  die  from  having  formed  too  much  silk, 
m  which  case  they  are  unable  to  eject  it  and  spin  their 
cocoon.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— Yours  truly, 
,  Will  Dixon  Galpin. 

Niardo,  Val  Camonica,  Italy. 

FISHING  NEAR  WORTHING. 
Sir, — I  shall  have  to  spend  a  fortnight  in,  or  near 
to.  Worthing,  commencing  on  June  19.  Could  you,  or 
any  of  your  numerous  readers,  kindly  inform  me  if 
there  is  any  fishing  of  any  kind  to  be  had  within 
reasonable  distance.  If  so,  whether  free,  by  day 
ticket,  or  otherwise, 'and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Retlaw. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  DEVON. 
Sir,  — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
'  Phtholonyrrh,"  he  will  find  all  that  he  mentions  at 
Plymouth.  There  is  plenty  of  estuary  fishing  about 
100  miles  of  river  which  he  can  fish  for  Is.  a  day,  any 
amount  of  sea  fishing,  and,  as  regards  walking  tours 
either  the  moorland  scenery  or  the  valleys  are  not  to 
be  surpassed.  There  is  a  very  good  and  comfortable 
boardmg-house  at  Yelverton,  G.W.R.,  called  Willowby 
Boarding  House,  principal,  Mrs.  Hoare.  It  is  ricjht 
on  the  moor,  within  easy  reach  of  the  Meavy,  Cad 
Walkham,  or  Tavy,  with  frequent  trains  to  Princetown' 
for  the  Dart.  ' 

If  your  correspondent  requires  bracing  air  he  could 
not  do  better.  It  is  half  an  hour's  run  from 
Plymouth  by  train,  and  they  run  nearly  every  hour. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  your  correspondent  any 
further  information  if  he  writes  to  me.— Yours  truly, 

TT  •      i     .  ^,  William  Heaedee.  ' 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


"G.  M.'S"  EXPLANATION. 
Dear  Sir,— Few  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
would  have  envied  my  lot  on  opening  your  pages  last 
week.  Even  my  worst  enemies  could  not  have  laid  it 
on  harder,  and  must  have  been  satisfied  and,  out  of 
sheer  pity,  desisted. 

However,  much  of  it  might  have  been  spared 
had  my  telegram  of  Thursday  evening,  reached 
you  in  time  for  publication.  As  it  did  not,  I  must 
repeat  it  here,  or  the  substance  of  it.  I  regret  very 
much  having  reported  Mr.  Barclay's  party  having 
eighty  fish  on  the  Dinnet  section  of  the  Dee  for  the 
week  ending  Wednesday,  May  22  (not  May  13) ;  my 
report  for  the  week  ending  May  13  was ;  "  On  the 
Dinuet  section  matters  are  much  more  lively  (i.e., 
than  formerly),  and  from  a  dozen  to  a  score  of  fish  are 
being  got  to  the  various  rods  out." 

Has  Mr.  Barclay  not  got  mixed  up  in  the  dates  ? 
The  report  he  complains  of  appears  in  the  issue  of 
May  25,  and  refers  to  and  includes  the  sport  obtained 
up  to  the  evening  of  May  21  or  22.    It  would  have 
simplified  matters  had  Mr.  Barclay  stated  how  many 
fish  he  and  his  party  killed  for  the  week  ending  May 
21  or  22 — not  May  13,  as  it  is^not  in  dispute.  However, 
presuming  that  I  am  wrong',  I  can  only  regret  having 
been  misinformed,  and  having  used  the  information 
conveyed  to  me,  and  which  I  believed  at  the  time  to  be 
correct,  for  the  purposes  of  my  report.    A  gentleman 
called  on  me  on  Tuesday,  May  21,  direct  from  Dinnet, 
and  gave  me  the  report.    If  false,  he  was,  quite  inno- 
cently on  his  part,  made  the  cat's-paw,  and.I  was  gulled. 
I  was  quite  confident  the  gentleman  was  telling  me 
the  truth  when  he  said  Mr.  Barclay  had  had  eighty 
fish,  and  forty  to  his  own  rod.    There  is  no  printer's 
"  devil  "  playing  havoc  with  your  type  or  my  copy  in 
the  matter.    "  I  gave  the  tale  as  it  was  told  to  me," 
after  questioning  my  informant  up  and  down,  and 
out  and  in,  over  the  matter.    Fish  wore  being  got 
thick  in  some  parts  of  the  Dee,  and  it  would  be 
nothing  surprising  to  anyone  knowing  the  Glentana 
or  Dinnet  waters,  as  I  have  done  for  nigh  thirty  years 
now,  to  believe  that  the  halcyon  days  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Brooks  had  again  revived,  and  that 
Mr.  Barclay  was  sharing  in  the  enviable  sport  so 
common  when  Boatie  Stephen  creeled  his  twenty- 
five  and  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar  his  twenty-one 
fish  to  their  own  rods  in  a  single  day.    I  hope  they  be 
his  net,  with  all  my  heart. 

The  gentleman  who  informed  me  as  to  the  sport 
agoing  at  Dinnet  is  now  in  London.  I  do  not  wish  to 
mention  his  name,  but  probably  if  he  sees  this  he  may 
throw  some  light  on  the  matter.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
I  regret  having  used  it.  It  was  outside  my  usual 
sources  of  supply,  and  I  had  no  time  to  verify  it  before 
closing  my  parcel  for  the  last  London  mail. 

Having  thus  freely  owned  up  to  my  responsibilities 
in  the  matter  (with  the  exception  of  the  dates),  I  may 
be  allowed  a  few  remarks.  Sportsmen  do  not  take  their 
salmon  fishing  on  the  absolute  strength  of  river 
reports,  nor  have  I  any  interest,  pecuniary  or  other- 
wise, in  bolstering  thorn  up.  Humanum  est  errare, 
but  do  not  impute  motive  where  it  does  not  exist.  All 
my  writings  have  been  the  other  way  about.  If 
sportsmen  would  keep  off  bidding,  or  rather  out- 
bidding, upon  each  other,  they  would  have  little 
cause  to  complain  of  high-priced  salmon  fishings. 
When  a  bit  of  good  water  comes  into  the  market,  it  is 
no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  pass  on  blank  cheques 
to  the  local  agents  to  fill  in  any  amount  they  think  will 
secure  st.  As  to  the  value  or  otherwise  of  river  reports, 
they  give  a  general  indication  of  the  sport  agoing,  are 
interesting  to  those  and  their  friends  whose  names 
appear,  and  have  the  same  charm  for  anglers  generally 
that  a  financial  paper  has  for  its  votaries.  In  my 
experience  I  never  yet  knew  of  a  water  worth  £5 
being  taken  on  a  newspaper  report,  but  on  the  returns 
given  at  the  agency  office  or  furnished  otherwise  by 
those  personally  on  the  spot. 

I  have  to  thank  "A.  K."  for  his  kind  remarks.  I 
cannot  say  if  the  71b.  lOoz.  Isla  trout  was  picked  up 
dead,  but  I  have  written  Mr.  Porter,  who  was  re- 
ported to  have  killed  the  fish  to  the  fly,  and  asked 
its  history. 

It  was  seventy-two  trout  got  on  the  Don  in  the 
Brux  district,  not  721b.  of  trout— a  common  slip,  and 
one  easily  made  in  the  hurry  of  despatch. 

If  I  led  any  one  to  think  that  the  trouting  season 
was  a  bright  one  all  over,  and  all  through,  from  what 
I  said  in  my  article,  it  was  quite  contrary  to  my  own 
personal  experience.  Although  invitations,  and  the 
pink  of  waters,  are  at  my  disposal,  I  have  only  been 
able  to  be  out  about  five  times  this  season  on  the  Dee 
and  Don  lower  reaches,  and  my  best  day  was  7Jlb.  of 
finnock  and  sea-trout.  Yet  I  met  a  gentleman  from 
Mr.  Porter's,  Corniehaugh,  Huntly  water  who  had 
made  301b.  on  one  occasion  and  401b.  on  another, 
although  he  had  had  many  indifferent  days  between,' 
and  he  said  his  experience  was  by  no  means  unique! 
Mr.  Porter  himself  wrote  me  to  the  same  effect. 
The  season,  although  wretchedly  bad  in  the  main,  was 
on  some  days  exceptionally  good,  and  I  have  all  along 
described  it  as  of  a  mixed  character.  My  references 
to  the  improvement  in  the  Deveron  was  in  regard  to 
its  revival  as  a  spring  salmon  river,  and  the  good  that 


may  yet  result  from  buying  up  the  nets,  and  any  notes 
I  have  given  have  been  communicated  to  me  from 
parties  on  the  spot. 

"  A  single  outing  "  does  not  mean  a  month's  holiday 
to  us  m  the  North,  but  a  day's  fishing  from  start  to 
finish.  In  "Notes  from  the  North"  of  last  week 
(June  1),  you  challenge  the  statement  that  Mr. 
Barclay  is  having  capital  sport  on  the  late  Glentana 
water  on  the  strength  of  Mr.  Barclay's  letter.  Mr. 
Barclay's  letter  refers  to  the  week  ending  May  13,  my 
note  refers  to  the  sport  now  being  got— a  fortnight 
later.  A  mixture  of  dates  again.  I  understand  they 
are  getting  good  sport,  but  probably  Mr.  P.  Laming 
may  think  otherwise,  although  on  the  adjoining 
section  at  Ballater  I  have  it  before  me  that  the  rods 
there  are  creeling  in  the  aggregate  "  fourteen,  sixteen 
and  even  more  excellent  fish  a  day."  Yet  it  is 
possible  this  may  be  denied  next. 

I  have  done,  and  will  do,  my  level  best  to  get  the 
most  reliable  and  authentic  reports  for  your  columns 
and  I  challenge  any  in  the  running  to  do  better  for 
the  same  length  of  time. — Yours,  G.  M. 

["  G.  M."  has  expressed  his  regret,  and  all  we  can 
say  IS  that  we  hope  he  will  be  more  careful— mucji  more 
careful— in  the  future.  The  mixing  up  of  dates  to  which 
he  refers  does  not  mend  matters  as  far  as  Mr.  Barclay's 
actual  as  compared  with  his  reported  take  is  concerned. 
"  G.  M."  is,  of  course,  wrong  in  supposing  that  reports 
of  sport  published  in  the  papers  do  not  infiuence  the 
letting  of  fishings,  and  shootings,  too,  for  that  matter. 
We  know  well  that  they  do,  and  our  printed  reports 
are  often  quoted  by  agents.    We  did  not  impute  any 
motive  to  "  G.  M.,"  but  he  should  not  rush  into  print 
with  statements  he   cannot  verify.     Some  salmon 
anglers  are  not  exactly  Solomons,  but  are  there  any 
quite  such  fools  as  to  send  blank  cheques  to  local 
agents  to  fill  up  in  the  way  "  G.  M."  describes  as  being 
no  uncommon  thing— we  doubt  it.    So  the  "  721b."  of 
trout  turns  out  to  be  72  trout,  which  might  wei<Th 
anything.    And  the  71b.  lOoz.  trout  said  to  have  been  * 
taken  on  the  fly  by  Mr.  Porter  and  to  be  intended  for 
stuffing  by  that  gentleman  is  still  a  mystery,  and  we 
very  much  fear  that  "  G.  M."  is  more  likely  to  have 
been  stuffed  than  that  trout.    We  flo  not  for  a  moment 
believe  that  he  would  intentionally  send  misleading 
reports,  but  the  effect  is  the  same,  and  we  must  beg 
him  to  keep  his  weather  eye  open  and  not  believe  all 
he  hears  is  gospel  truth.    We  should  like  to  have  the 
address  of  that  gentleman,  now  in  London,  who  called 
and  gave  him  the  report  of  which  Mr.  Barclay  so 
justly  complained. — Ed.] 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  in  your  issue  of  June  1 
asks  for  information  as  to  where  this  can  be  got  in 
June.  He  will  find  something  re  Swiss  fishing  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  back  numbers  for  this  year  referring 
to  Piora,  St.  Gothard  route,  Davos,  Dorfli,  Grissons, 
Si6rre,  Vernayaz,  Vouvry,  etc.,  in  Rhone  Valley,  and 
Vallorbe,  etc.,  in  the  Jura  range.  If  other  places  are 
mentioned  in  reply  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  the  localities 
recorded. 

Ordinary  sizeable  English  river  and  small  lake  flies 
will  be  found  useful,  the  trusty  Coch-y-Bondhu  being 
kept  to  hand  of  two  or  three  different  sizes.  Alexandras, 
Red  Palmers,  and  March  Browns,  with  some  Wickham 
Fancies,  should  have  places  in  the  list  also.— Yours 
ti'uly.  Benwyan. 


PARTICULARS  AS  TO  FREE  TROUT  FISHING 
,   IN  NORWAY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
information  as  to  free  trout  fishing  in  Norway.  I 
understand  there  is  excellent  sport  to  be  had,  if  one  is 
content  to  go  off  the  usual  tourist  track,  for  a  nominal 
cost.    I  shall  be  glad  to  have  as  full  information  as 
possible  as  to  time,  place,  best  route,  cost,  most  suitable 
flies,  etc.    I  suppose  free  salmon  fishing  is  not  to  be 
hoped  for.— Yours  truly,  Mahseee. 
Tunbridge  Wells. 

PISHING  AT  LLANBEDR. 
Dear  Sie, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you,  or  any 
of  your  readers,  could  give  me  some  information  about 
the  bass  fishing  at  Llanbedr,  Merionethshire. — Yours 
truly.  M.  T.  L. 


PISHING  IN  BRITTANY. 

"Dear  Sir, — My  sons  and  myself  are  having  four  or 
five  weeks'  holiday  near  Lannion,  in  Brittany,  during 
August  and  September.  There  is  fishing  in  the  Guer, 
a  rather  sluggish  river.  Could  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  on  the  subject  as  to  tackle, 
flies,  etc.  I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  fishing  is 
free.— Yours  truly,  Wm.  Peters. 

Rochdale. 

[Our  correspondent  will  find  some  information  in 
that  most  useful  work  "  The  Anglers'  Diary,"  pub- 
lished at  the  Field  office,  Windsor  House,  Breams 
Buildings,  London,  price  Is.  6d.  Possibly  some 
reader  who  knows  the  district  will  also  reply  to  this 
query. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
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All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
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House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Holiday  Note. 
Ye  Otter  writes  : 

Dbab  Mb.  Chief,— a  Fislmig  Gazette  containing 
three  editorial  notes  relating  to  fishy  if  not  fictitious 
reports,  sent  in  by  regular  correspondents,  is  surely  a 
record,  which,  let  us  hope,  will  not  be  repeated. 
What  on  earth  is  the  meaning  of  it  ? 

I  was  much  pleased  with  your  own  first  instalment 
of  the  Tweed  papers  ;  but  as  regards  that  blessed  clock, 
sir,  I  must  say  I  rather  envied  you  of  its  company, 
also  the  carts  rattling  over  the  cobbles,  when  I  lay 
awake  here  the  first  night — sheer  wakefulness  due  to 
the  "solemn  stillness"  of  the  night  (and  my  own 
uneasy  thoughts)  after  the  intermittent  noises  of  a 
city. 

On  arrival  here  last  Saturday  evening,  found  the 
beautiful  Conway,  with  its  wild,  lovely  tributaries, 
the  Lledr  and  Llugwy,  in  a  very  shrunken  condition. 
Some  heavj'  showers  on  Sunday  raised  the  Llugwy 
about  three  inches,  but  the  Conway  stirred  not. 
Consequently  the  finest  of  tackle  and  much  wariness ; 
result,. yesterday,  June  4,  a  trout,  near  Waterloo  Bridge, 
lib.  12oz.  This  is  cold,  solid  fact.  The  Stone  Ply  is 
entirely  over  and  past.  To-day,  June  5,  we  hunt  ye 
otter, 

.'te  Bettws-y-coed. 


Death  of  Mr.  George  Ward. 
A  good  many  of  our  readers,  who  have  visited 
Lake  Vyrnwy,  North  Wales,  will  hear  with  very 
sincere  regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  Ward,  the 
first  lessee  of  this  faraous  fishing.  He  had  but 
just  returned  from  the  South  of  France,  having 
wintered  abroad,  and  his  death  was  both  sudden 
and  unexpected.  He  was  a  thorough  sportsman, 
and  one  of  the  keenest  trout  fishermen  that  ever 
cast  a  fly.  No  day  was  too  long  for  him,  as  many 
a  Vyrnwy  visitor  can  bear  witness,  and  his  record 
baskets  on  this  beautiful  lake  will  take  a  lot  of 
beating.  I  have  very  pleasant  recollections  of 
visits  Mr.  Ward  paid  me  some  years  ago  when  I 
got  him  to  write  some  articles  about  the  fishing  in 
Bala  Lake,  etc.  He  reminded  me  much  of  another 
equally  keen  and  pleasant  angler,  the  late  Mr.  T. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


Trodt  get  fat  on  THE  May  Fly  Grub  as 

WELL  AS  ON  THE  FlY. 

The  trout  for  weeks  and  even  months  past  have 
been  feeding  on  the  grub  or  larva  of  the  May  Fly 
which  comes  out  of  its  tunnel  in  the  mud  in  the 
springtime  and  crawls  about  on  the  bottom.  For 
weeks  before  the  general  uprising  a  few  May  Flies 
are  seen,  like  the  advanced  scouts  of  an  army,  but 
it  is  not  until  the  main  body  begins  to  move  to  the 
surface  that  the  trout  "begin  to  take."  The  fish 
follow  the  swimming  insect  to  the  surface  and  feed 
on  it  just  before  it  reaches  the  surface,  and  also 
when  it  is  floating  on  the  surface.  At  times  the 
trout  seem  only  to  care  for  the  insects  just  under 
the  water,  at  other  times  only  for  those  on  the 
water,  and  at  times  they  will  "  take  "  both  on  and 
under. 


The  Origin  of  Fly  Fishing. 
The  origin  of  the  art  of  fly  fishing  is  so  old  as  to 
be  lost  in  the  past.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  long  before  the  Bronze  Age  horse  or  human 
hair  and  hard  thorn  hooks  (such  as  are  used  to 
this  day  for  catching  flatfish  on  some  parts  of  our 
coasts)  enabled  the  lake  or  cave  dweller  to  catch 
fish  with  a  natural  May  Fly.  Even  when  artificial 
fly  fishing  was  first  practised  is  unknown;  in 
England  the  first  printed  description  of  it  of  any 
importance  is  that  given  by  Juliana,  a  daughter  of 
Sir  James  Berners,  of  Eoding,  in  Essex,  who  wrote 
on  fishing,  hunting,  hawking,  etc.,  and  whose 
"  Treaty  se  of  Fysshynge  "  was  published  in  Fleet - 
street,  London,  at  the  Sygne  of  the  Sonne,  by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  about  the  year  1500.  It  is  a 
little  black  letter  quarto  volume,  and  contains  such 
instruction  on  artificial  fly  making  and  descriptions 
of  flies  for  the  different  months  as  proves  that 
artificial  fly  fishing  was  no  new  art  in  England 
long  before  Henry  VIII.  Some  modern  iconoclasts 
question  whether  Dame  Juliana  Berners  ever 
existed.  I  think  it  is  very  mean  of  them  to  throw 
doubt  on  such  a  charming  and  accomplished  lady, 
whose  accoimt  of  fishing — and  more  particularly 
artificial  fly  fishing — is  the  spring,  the  foimtain 
head  of  that  long  series  of  works  on  angling  which 
now  number  more  than  a  thousand — a  literature 
such  as  no  other  sport  can  show. 

When  was  Dry  Fly  Fishing  First  Described? 

For  more  than  three  hundred  years  the  only 
style  of  artificial  fly  fishing  described  by  writers  on 
the  subject  is  that  known  as  the  wet  style.  It  is 
true  there  are  descriptions  here  and  there  which 
prove,  I  think,  that  anglers  not  only  copied  the 
appearance  of  the  natural  flies  they  found  most 
minutely,  but  also  presented  them  to  the  fish 
xmder  the  same  cofaditions  as  they  saw  the  fish 
take  the  natural.  The  May  Fly  was  probably  the 
first  fished  so  that  it  floated,  and  one  of  the  oldest 
dressings  of  it  gives  it  a  cork  body ;  all  the  same 
there  was  no  special  description  and  recommenda- 
tion of  dry  fly  fishing  as  a  distinct  method  of  fly 
fishing  until  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

The  question  as  to  when  fishing  with  the  dry  fly 
was  first  described  is  one  which  cannot,  I  think,  be 
answered  with  certainty,  but  last  April  I  had  a 
letter  from  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette — Mr. 
G.  Turville  Brown — who  mentioned  that  he  has  in 
his  possession  a  copy  of  that  very  scarce  little 
book,  "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Legacy,"  by  George 
Scotcher.  I  have  not,  I  think,  seen  this  work,  but 
Mr.  Brown  tells  me  that  he  thinks  Scotcher  "  may 
fairly  claim  to  be  the  pioneer  of  dry  fly  fishing." 
He  had  not,  of  course,  the  eyed  fiy  touched  with 
odourless  paraffin,  but  the  stiff  rod,  the  tapered 
line  and  cast,  the  single  fly — an  exact  copy  of  the 
natural — and  the  art  of  putting  it  over  a  rising  fish 
so  that  it  would  float  on  the  surface  were  all 
familiar  to  him.  According  to  the  Bibliotheca 
pisoatoria,  Scotcher's  book  was  published  circa 
1800. 


The  TERM  "  Chalk  Stream."    Dry  Fly  "  Utter 
Nonsense." 

Kingsley's  delightful  "  Chalk  Stream  Studies " 
was  first  published  as,  an  article  in  Fraser's 
Magazine  for  September,  1858,  and  afterwards 
included  in  his  "  Prose  Idylls."  I  think  we  owe 
the  expression  "  chalk  stream,"  which  has  come  to 
be  so  closely  associated  with  dry-fly  fishing,  to 
Kingsley,  and  some  of  his  descriptions  lead  one  to 
expect  every  moment  that  he  is  going  to  refer  to 
and  describe  dry-fly  fishing,  but  although  he,  as  it 
were,  hovers  round  it  he  does  not  actually  do  so. 


It  is  amusing,  in  view  of  the  thousands  of  anglers 
who  now  adopt  the  dry-fly  method,  to  find  that  in 
1873  Captain  St.  John  Dick,  in  his  useful  work 
"  Flics  and  Fly  Fishing,"  refers  to  the  new  art  as 
follows  : — "  Always  fish  with  a  sunk  fly.  I  believo 
what  is  called  dry-fly  fishing  to  be  utter  nonsense 
.  .  ,  and  even  if  you  could  keep  your  fly  floating, 
which  (except,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of  a  May  Fly 
as  large  as  a  humming  bird)  no  one  can  do,  however 
much  they  can  talk  about  it."  And  yet  the  captain 
was  a  most  experienced  angler,  and  had  fished  all 
over  Great  Britain,  and  also  on  the  Continent  and 
in  India, 


I  have  such  pleasant  memories  of  fishing  in  1883 
on  Lough  Conn  with  Mr.  Tom  Clarke,  of  Cloghan, 
that  I  was  very  glad  to  see  this  note  about  him  and 
his  Anglers'  Hotel — it  did  not  have  quite  the  appear- 
ance of  an  hotel  though  in  those  days — in  the 
Ballina  Herald : — 

"  Amongst  the  valuable  results  of  the  taking  up 
by  the  surroimding  proprietors  of  their  angling 
rights  in  Lough  Conn,  and  thus  enabling  the  fish 
to  be  protected,  has  been  the  opening  of  a  number 
of  hotels,  large  and  small,  around  the  shore. 
These  have  proved  especially  attractive  to  English- 
men, who,  with  members  of  their  families,  enjoy 
the  quiet  of  those  homes — as  they  may  be  called— 
by  the  water,  the  scenery  so  varied  and  beautiful, 
and  the  fishing  on  the  lake,  for  which  only  the 
ordinary  fishing  licence  is  paid.  At  this  season  these 
hotels  or  stopping  places  are,  as  a  rule,  crowded  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  proprietors  and  the 
people  aroimd.  One  of  the  most  pleasantly-situated 
and  comfortable  of  these  is  Mr.  Clarke's,  at  Clog- 
han, on  the  water's  edge.  We  had  the  pleasure 
of  calling  there  a  few  evenings  ago,  with  a  few 
friends,  and  the  courteous  proprietor  at  once  placed 
at  our  disposal  one  of  his  fleet  of  eleven  boats  to 
have  a  row  on  the  lake.  Ketuming  to  the  shore 
we  had  tune  to  see  the  results  of  Mr.  Clarke's 
enterprise  and  taste  in  the  buildings  about  and 
their  admirable  condition,  and  to  hear  from  him 
many  details  of  his  early  life,  which  was  fxill  of 
travel  and  adventure.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  have 
their  hands  very  full  just  now,  and  we  do  not 
wonder  that  their  sweet  little  hostelry  is  so  exten- 
sively patronised  as  it  is,  for  a  more  homely, 
attentive,  and  friendly  couple  it  would  be  hard  to 
meet." 

I  wonder  if  Mr.  Clarke  remembers  the  big  trout 
my  wife  caught,  and  the  salmon  I  lost  after  having 
him  on  a  trout  fly  and  a  drawn  gut  cast  for  some 
time.  I  know  we  do  not  forget  his  and  Mrs. 
Clarke's  kind  attention  to  us. 


An  Antidote  to  Mosquito  Poison. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  on 
their  way  to  Norway  presently ;  if  they  suffer  from 
the  bites  of  mosquitoes  they  may  like  to  try 
"  naphthalene,"  which  I  find  is  recommended  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 

"  Consul-General  Guenther  writes  from  Frank- 
fort, April  16,  1901  :— Prof.  Dr.  Voges,  the  Director 
of  the  National  Board  of  Health  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
according  to  German  papers,  has  found  a  remedy 
for  mosquito  bites.  He  states  that  he  discovered 
it  by  accident  during  his  trip  to  Paraguay  to  study 
the  plague.  He  had  been  supplied  with  aU  sorts  of 
remedies,  among  them  '  naphthalene,'  an  article  of 
no  value  whatever  against  the  plague ;  but  on  using 
it  for  mosquito  bites  he  found  it  of  surprising  effect. 
It  neutralises  the  poison,  even  when  the  spot  bitten 
is  greatly  inflamed.  If  fresh  bites  are  rubbed  with 
'  naphthalene  '  no: swelling  follows.  The  professor 
considers  '  naphthalene  '  almost  a  specific  against 
mosquito  poison." 

Messrs.  Falow  sell  a  preparation  which  is  highly 
spoken  of,  and  another  good  thing  is  said  to  ba 
"  Skeevit,"  prepared  by  Mr.  Stephens,  of  blue-black 
ink  fame. 


Mr.  R.  S.  Easton,  of  Corporation-street,  Man- 
chester, writes  with  reference  to 

Fishing  in  the  Border  Country. 

With  reference  to  my  catch  of  thirty  trout  on  Tuesday 
in  Whit  week  in  the  Jed,  I  may  say  that  they  were 
caught  with  flv,  and  weighed  between  71b.  and  81b. 
Had  a  splendid  day's  sport,  and  had  I  been  wading 
and  used  a  landing  net  my  catch  would  have  been 
much  heavier,  seeing  that  most  of  the  largest  fish 
dropped  off  when  lifting  them  on  to  the  bank. 

I  have  read  your  most  interesting  articles,  so  far  as 
they  have  gone,  "  On  the  Tweed  in  May,"  and  take 
more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the  same,  ?eeing 
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that  I  am  a  native  of  those  parts,  and  have  fished 
most  of  the  "famed  casts"  you  mention  with  fly 
for  trout.  The  photos  are  very  good,  and  the  ones 
depictmg  the  "Shiel"  and  "Forrest's  Shop"  should 
prove  mteresting  to  the  angling  fraternity  of  the  Border- 
land and  to  anglers  in  general.  I  remember  angling 
on  the  Tweed  shortly  after  the  death  of  John  Bright 
^^en  I  came  across  one  of  the  keepers  who  used  to 
attend  to  him  on  his  fishing  excursions.  I  asked  him, 
m  the  course  of  our  conversation,  what  sort  of  fisher- 
man Mr.  Bright  was.  "  Man,"  he  said,  "  He  could  na' 
fish  a  bat !  "  This,  he  explained,  in  a  great  measure 
arose  from  the  fact  that  John  had  taken  to  the  rod 
when  at  too  mature  an  age  to  properly  acquire  the 
mysteries  of  the  art. 

_  -4s  you  say  in  the  course  of  your  articles,  the  cycle 
IS  a  great  aid  in  reaching  'most  of  the  famed  border 
streams  from  a  given  centre.  Making  Jedburgh  his 
headquarters,  the  angler,  with  the  aid  of  his  wheel 
can  successfully  fish  the  Teviot  (by  the  way,  gravling 
seem  to  be  very  plentiful  in  this  river  now),"  Jed, 
Ale,  Kale,  Eule,  Oxnam,  etc.  Given  good  waters,  I 
think  that  some  of  these  rivers  would  be  quite  a 
revelation  in  regard  to  sport  to  most  southern  anglers. 
Besides,  the  scenery  and  surroundings  are  so  beautiful, 
every  inch  of  ground  being  famed  in  song  and  story. 

I  am  looking  forward  with  interest  to  your  succeeding 
articles  on  the  classic  Tweed,  an  interest  which  will 
be  shared  by  most  of  your  numerous  readers. 

It  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  my  remarks 
about  Kelso  Town  Hall  clock  would  be  allowed  to 
pass,  and  in  the  columns  of  the  Kelso  Chronicle  a 
"  Scot  "  has  been  having  a  very  fine  Highland  fling 
at  me  for  what  he  calls  "  fictional  copy  "  about 
their  much-prized  ".Big  Ben." 

The  Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  are  more  than 
keepmg  up  their  reputation  for  big  baskets  of 
trout,  about  three  to  the  pound.  Mr.  H  N 
Campbell,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  writes  from 
the  hotel,  on  June  9,  as  follows :  "  My  wife  and  I 
have  been  here  now  a  week,  and  I  am  indeed 
surprised,  the  water  being  so  low,  that  sport  is 
even  better  than  it  was  last  year,  or  the  year 
before.  I  have  personally  seen  most  of  the  baskets 
weighed,  and  I  can  vouch  for  their  correctness. 
We  m  SIX  full  days'  fishing  (two  half  days)  killed 
4/0  trout,  1431b.,  all  the  usual  small  size,  except 
one  of  4ilb.,  taken  yesterday  on  Veyatie,  trolling 
home,  a  fine  well-shaped  fish." 

E.  B.  Marston. 


June  15,  1901 


ON  THE  TWEED  IN  MAY. 
By  E.  B.  Marston. 


{Continued  from  page  380.) 

A  Warning  to  English  Anglers  visiting 
Scotland. 

I  DO  not  remember  how  it  came  up,  but  in  one 
of  our  talks  about  salmon  and  trout  fishing  the 
question  of  Sunday  fishing  was  mentioned,  and  I 
was  much  impressed  with  the  earnest  way  in  which 
one  of  Mr.  Forrest's  sons  broke  in  to  the  conver- 
sation with—"  Well,  Mr.  Marston,  one  thing  is 
perfectly  certain,  if  English  anglers  set  the  example 
of  fashing  on  Sunday  in  Scotland  it  wUl  mean  the 
ruin  of  trout  fishing."  I  asked  how,  and  of  course 
was  told  that  if  the  sentiment  against  it  was 
broken  down  Sunday  fishing  would  very  soon 
become  general,  and  every  pool  and  stream  would 
be  thrashed  with  flies  and  fished  in  other  ways 
until  there  was  not  a  fish  left.  I  can  fully  believe 
this  from  all  I  heard  of  the  very  hard  fishing  the 
Scotch  trout  waters  already  get. 

Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tweed  in  May. 
The  Tweed  was  so  low  in  the  early  part  of  last 
May  that  Hendry  and  I  had  no  great  difficulty  in 
wadmg  across  in  several  places  on  the  Upper  Floors 
Water,  and  I  could  fish  all  the  casts  by  wading 
which  I  infinitely  prefer  to  fishing  from  a  boat. 
No,  there  was  one  cast  which  I  had  to  fish  from  the 
bank— namely,  the  Slap,  on  which'the  stream,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  runs  strong  and  deep,  the 
takmg  places  being  but  a  few  yards  from  the  wall. 
I  do  not  believe  in  working  the  salmon  fly  fast.  I 
like  to  draw  the  fly,  when  well  sunk,  slowly  for  a 
foot  or  so,  then  stop  a  second  to  let  the  body  of  the  fly 
show,  then  lift  the  rod-point  again,  and  so  on  until 
the  fly  has  worked  round  ready  for  another  cast.  I 
fished  the  Slap  in  this  way  the  first  time  I  tried 
froni  the  wall,  and  Hendry  suggested  I  should  work 
the  fly  quicker.  I  asked  him  to  show  me  what  he 
meant,  and  gave  him  the  rod— it  was  one  of  Mr 
Grant's  vibrators,  and,  by  George,  Hendry  did 
vibrate  it  I     My  wife  was  fly  fishing  for  trout 


opposite  to  us  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  I 
noticed  that  she  seemed  more  intent  on  watching 
us  after  Hendry  took  the  rod,  and  she  asked  me 
afterwards  what  sort  of  fishing  we  had  been  doing. 
1  said  I  had  been  getting  a  lesson  from  Hendry  in 
workmg  a  salmon  fly.  "  What,  that  wiggle-waggle 
busmess?  Well,  you've  no  idea  how  absurd  it 
looks— with  the  end  of  the  rod  going  up  and  down 
like  a  wagtail  on  a  stone."  I  told  her  Hendry 
believes  in  it,  he  says  it  makes  the  salmon  think 
the  fly  has  "got  the  jumps,"  and  it  irritates  them 
so  they  are  obliged  to  try  to  kill  it.  Its  like  a  blue- 
bottle on  a  bedroom  window— you  don't  bother 
about  him  when  he  is  quiet ;  it  is  only  when  he  will 
f^®P  oil  buzzing  that  you  try  to  squash  him,  and 
then  find,  like  the  salmon,  that  it  is  a  wasp  with  a 
stmg  in  its  tail. 

After  making  a  cast,  Hendrv  got  the  point  of  the 
rod  low  down  and  waggled  for  all  he  was  worth,  I 
don't  mean  violently,  but  imparting  to  the  rod  a 
vibration  which  made  the  end  of  the  top  move  up 
and  down  as  fast  as  possible.  An  arm  stretched 
out  stiff  and  then  the  hand  moved  from  the  wrist 
up  for  six  inches  and  then  down  for  six  inches, 
nearly  as  fast  as  possible,  and  this  kept  on  while 
you  slowly  walk  back,  will  give  a  fair  idea  of  what 
my  wife  calls  the  "  wiggle-waggle  "  mode  of  working 
a  salmon  fly.  I  told  Hendry  I  thought  a  fish  would 
miss  it  worked  in  that  way— if  he  ever  came  at  it. 
"  Oh  !  no,"  he  said,  "  they  like  it ;  I've  killed  many 
a  one  that  way,  in  this  very  pool,  too."  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  action  on  the  fly  is  far  less  than  one 
would  imagine,  and  every  salmon  river  has  its  own 
local  style  of  fishing  it. 

I  fished  all  the  salmon  casts  on  the  Upper  Floors 
which  offered  the  slightest  chance  over  and  over 
agam,  and  enjoyed  it  immensely.  Hendry  and  I 
had  plenty  of  exercise  ;  he  carried  the  trout  rod  when 
I  was  sahnon  fishing,  and  the  salmon  rod  when  I 
was  trout  fishing. 

On  Monday,  May  6,  we  arranged  that  we  would 
lunch  at  the  seat  beyond  the  engine  house,  and  go 
to  the  top  of  the  water  and  fish  down.  As  this 
meant  there  would  be  the  lunch  to  carry,  I  said  we 
would  leave  the  salmon  rod  in  the  boat  for  a  try  at 
the  Slap  in  the  afternoon,  and  have  a  cast  for  salmon 
with  the  trout  rod  if  there  was  any  chafice. 


An  Unfortunate  Salmon. 


After  fishing  the  stream  above  the  Slates  for 
trout  without  much  success,  Hendry  called  to  me, 
and  I  found  he  wanted  me  to  try  the  Slates  with  a 
small  salmon  fly,  a  wee  double-hooked  Jock  Scot 
I  think  it  was,  about  an  inch  long.     We  put 
on  a  long,  fine  salmon  cast,  but  before  doing  so 
I  luckily  tried  the  fine  taper  of  the  line  on  the 
trout  reel  and  found  it  was  well  I  did  so,  as  it 
snapped  like  cotton  until  I  came  to  the  stouter 
part.    As  I  waded  in  at  the  neck  of  the  Slates, 
which  is  the  top  cast  for  salmon  on  the  Upper 
Floors  Water,  Hendry  pointed  out  the  particular 
few  square  yards  of  dark  swirling  water  which  was 
the  "  likely  spot  "  of  the  pool.    I  was  using  a  twd- 
joint   Castleconnell  trout  rod   I   bought  of  Mr. 
John  Enright  many  years  ago,  about  eleven  feet  in 
length,  which  put  the  salmon  fly  out  very  com- 
fortably, and  I  had  not  made  many  casts  when  a 
fish  came  at  me  just  as  the  fly  Was  in  a  straight 
line  down-stream  below  me.    He  must  have  fol- 
lowed it  out  of  the  stronger  water,  for  where  he 
took  it  was  almost  slack.    I  have  noticed  salmon 
do  this  before,  and  for  that  reason  like  to  let  the 
fly  come  well  round  before  casting  again.    The  feel 
of  being  into  a  good  fish  is  always  pleasant,  but  it 
is  doubly  so  when  you  have  been  trying  cast  after 
cast  in  vain.    The  first  thing  to  do  when  you  are 
wading  and  have  hooked  a  salmon  is  to  get  to 
shore,  or,  at  least,  to  shallow  water,  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  you  can  move  about  quickly 
and  keep   opposite  your  fish.     "We  have  no 
gaff,"  said  Hendry,   as  he  looked  up  and  down 
the  bending  rod,  and  then  at  the  line  cutting 
the   water  as  the  fish  rushed  up-stream,  "but 
we'll  get  him  all  right."    "Anyway,  he's  well 
hooked,"  I  said,  for  when  I  had  first  felt  the  fish  I 
had  tightened  on  him  pretty  hard  to  get  the  double 
hooks  in  ;  "  all  I  fear  is  that  the  taper  at  the  other 
end  of  the  line  is  as  bad  as  that  I  broke  off  was,  and 
he'll  soon  have  the  chance  of  trying  it."    I  put  as 
much  strain  on  as  rod  and  tackle  would  bear,  while 
Hendry  looked  out  for  a  suitable  landing-place. 
After  some  strong  runs  up  and  down  the  pool,  the 
fish  at  last  tried  going  across  to  the  other  side. 
Hendry,  who  knows  every  rock  in  the  river,  called 
cut  to  me  to  keep  the  line  up  as  much  as  possible, 


as  there  were  rocks  under  water  where  the  fish  was 
going.  Grudging  every  foot  of  line  I  had  to  give,  I 
waded  in  again,  expecting  every  instant  to  see  the 
empty  barrel  of  the  reel  and  feel  it  stop,  but  the 
strain  was  beginning  to  tell  on  the  fish,  and, 
allovying  himself  to  be  pulled  away  from  the  far 
side  into  the  stream  again,  down  he  went  with  it 
for  another  hundred  yards.  At  last  I  was  able  to 
reel  in  yard  after  yard.  Hendry  had  selected  a 
place  where  the  water  shallowed  round  a  little 
gravel  bed,  and  as  I  pulled  the  fish  in  he  cleverly 
tailed  it,  and  in  a  jiffy  had  ifr  on  to  the  grass ; 
after  a  tap  on  the  head  we  drank  its  health.  It 
was  about  101b.  we  guessed  (eight  the  scales  said 
when  then-  beastly  veracity  was  consulted),  and  as 
bright  as  silver  and  as  fresh  as  paint.  I  have 
caught  salmon  in  the  Tay,  Spey,  Dee,  Oykell,  and 
other  rivers,  but  this  was  my  first  Tweed  fish,  and 
I  had  almost  given  up  hopes  of  getting  one. 

A  day  or  two  afterwards,  wanting  to  use  the 
same  reel  for  trout  fishing,  I  thought  I  would 
reverse  it,  so  as  to  have  some  taper  line  next  the 
gut.  To  my  astonishment,  I  found  that  the  line  was 
not  fastened  to  the  barrel  of  the  reel  at  all— some- 
body or  other  had,  for  the  fun  of  the  thing  I 
suppose,  run  the  line  off,  cut  it,  and  then  wound  it 
on  again  unfastened.  That  is  why  I  call  that 
little  eight-pounder  which  gave  me  such  sport  an 
"unfortunate  salmon" — he  must  several  times 
have  been  within  a  yard  of  the  end  of  the  thirty- 
five  or  so  on  the  reel,  and  with  the  strain  on  the 
line  if  he  had  got  that  yard  he  would  have  got 
the  lot. 

I  would  give  something  to  know  who  cut  that 
line — not  that  I  wish  him  any  harm,  only  that 
there  may  be  no  knot  in  his  line,  and  that  it  may 
all  run  out  smoothly,  to  the  bitter  end,  when  he 
next  hooks  a  salmon. 

I  believe  this  is  the  first  fish  I  have  caught  since 
I  began  these  notes,  and  I  shall  have  to  put  the 
real  fishing  in  a  postscript. 

(To  he  contimied.) 


EEMINISCENCES  OF  EAELY 
DAYS. 


An  angler  returnmg  after  a  blank  day  feels,  like 
the  cricketer  who  has  seen  his  stumps  strewn  by 
the  first  ball,  down  in  the  dumps,  but  once  let  him 
get  to  his  "ain  fireside,"  surrounded  by  every 
comfort,  and  the  frowns  on  his  forehead  and  all 
the  disappointments  of  the  day  will  vanish  like 
smoke  in  the  air.  He  knows  that  his  practised 
hand  hasn't  lost  its  cunning,  and  probably  on  this 
occasion  wind  and  water  were  against  him,  so, 
dismissing  the  ill-luck  that  had  attended  him,  he 
will  refresh  himself  with  the  memory  of  those  past 
red-letter  days,  and  dream  of  many  more  that  are 
yet  in  store  foi'  him.  Possibly,  his  musings  will 
revert  to  the  days  of  his  boyhood,  when  every 
leisure  hour  was  devoted  to  the  furtherance  of  that 
one  recreation  he  loved  best. 

How  well  I  remember  the  day  my  respected  sire 
took  me  down  to  the  river  to  show  me  the  art  of 
catching  fish. 

He  caught  six  healthy  minnows  in  about  as 
many  minutes,  and  then  placing  the  rod  in  my 
hands  left  me  there  till  dinner-time  to  accustom 
myself  to  the  rudiments  of  the  sport.  With  what 
delight  I  watched  the  fish  darting  in  and  out  of  the 
shallows,  constantly  turning  over  on  their  silvery 
sides  in  the  sunlight,  and  with  what  excitement 
and  trepidation  I  adjusted  a  worm  on  the  hook,  I 
need  not  tell  you,  but  when,  after  repeatedly 
striking  in  vain,  I  at  last  brought  a  struggling  fish 
to  the  surface  all  my  pent-up  feelings  were  let 
loose  in  one  joyous  shout — for  had  I  not  caught 
my  first  fish  ? 

What  cared  I  though  it  was  only  a  minnow  and 
had  been  foul  hooked  through  the  intestmes ;  could 
I  not  proudly  display  it  at  home  and  make  myself 
known  as  an  angler  from  that  very  moment? 
And  as  I  entered  the  teens  I  naturally  aspired 
to  higher  game  ;  and  I  well  remember  the  days 
spent,  during  the  vacation,  in  an  old-fashioned  ivy- 
clad  manor  liouse,  standing  on  the  banks  of  a  clear 
running  stream,  situated  in  a  verdant  valley  shut 
in  by  heather-clad  moors.  Through  the  open 
bedroom  window  the  music  of  the  stream — ever 
pleasant  to  an  angler's  ears — lulled  me  to  sleep,  as 
it  sangi  its  ceaseless  melody  over  the  stony 
shallows  ;  and  again,  soon  after  daybreak,  its  joyous 
murmurings  aroused  me  like  a  giant  refreshed,"  and 
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coaxed  me  to  its  side  in  quest  oi  the  game  little 
trout  therein. 

Those  were  the  days  when  I  first  essayed  fly- 
fishing, and  the  persistent  way  in  which  my  hair 
casts  time  after  time  threw  themselves  into  all 
manner  of  unheard-of  knots  and  tangles,  and 
seeming  always  to  occur  when  the  fish  were  rising 
freely,  proved  beneficial  in  one  respect,  for  I 
learned  the  indispensable  lesson  of  patience. 

And  when  the  village  oracle  prognosticated  a  hot 
and  sultry  day,  I  used  to  shoulder  a  spade  and 
hasten  to  a  neighbouring  manure  heap  in  search  of 
brandlings,  with  which  I  endeavoured  to  circum- 
vent the  artful  trout  in  that  intricate  branch  of  the 
gentle  art — "  fishing  the  worm  upstream." 

But  I  think  I  liked  most  those  long,  calm, 
smumer  evenings,  after  the  heat  of  the  day,  when 
the  air  was  laden  with  the  redolence  of  honeysuckle 
and  new-mown  hay,  and  all  was  hushed  save  the 
subdued  murmurings  of  the  stream  and  the  not 
unmusical  notes  of  a  corncrake  in  the  adjoining 
meadows. 

Then,  armed  with  my  trusty  greenheart  and  a 
well-filled  pipe  of  tobacco  to  protect  myself  from 
that  insufferable  little  pest  the  grey  midge,  and 
certainly  necessary  to  seek  consolation  from  in  the 
event  of  losing  a  fish,  I  revelled  in  the  thoughts  of 
a  tussle  with  those  fish  which  seldom  feed  on  the 
surface  in  the  daytime. 

And  when  fortune  helped  me  to  secure  one  of 
those  leviathans,  how  carefully  I  used  to  place  it 
in  my  creel  on  a  layer  of  bracken  and  foxgloves 
plucked  from  the  river's  banks,  and  how  proud  I 
was  of  showing  it  to  an  admiring  crowd  of 
villi^gers  will  always  remain  a  green  spot  in  my 
memory. 

After  sunset,  the  walk  home  by  the  river  is  a 
source  of  pleasure  not  unmingled  with  wonder  and 
awe  to  a  contemplative  man. 

One  by  one,  as  the  shades  of  darkness  are  closing 
ft'er  the  landscape,  little  gleams  of  phosphorescent 
brilliancy  shining  out  of  the  undergrowth  tells  us 
that  the  female  glow-worms  are  guiding  the 
approach  of  the  winged  males,  and  as  the  night 
further  advances  patches  of  bracken  continue  to 
glow  with  the  fire  of  these  little  insects.  The 
intermittent  humming  of  moths,  the  circling  flight 
of  bats,  and  an  occasional  glimpse  of  a  heron 
perambulating  the  shallows  in  search  of  an  unwary 
trout,  are  all  sights  and  sounds  to  arrest  the  foot- 
steps of  a  lover  of  the  country  and  convince  him 
that  after  all  "life  is  worth  living."  On  nights 
such  as  these,  if  one  will  but  stretch  the 
imagination,  he  may  well  believe  himself  to  be  in 
"  Fairyland." 

Visitors  to  this  place  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye 
were  very  few,  and  the  villagers,  with  whom  I 
enjoyed  many  a  chat,  told  me  that  they  seldom  saw 
any  strangers  excepting  the  gentlemen  who  used  to 
shoot  over  the  moors  in  August. 

Every  village  has  its  "  ne'er  do  well,"  and  ours 
being  no  exception  to  the  rule,  I  must  tell  you  of 
its  poacher,  who  kept  his  larder  well  supplied  with 
fish  taken  from  the  stream  by  means  of  his  gun,  or, 
if  powder  and  shot  were  scarce,  he  was  equal  to 
the  occasion  by  rolling  up  his  shirt-sleeves  and 
tickling  the  trout  with  consummate  skill. 

One  day,  on  turning  a  bend  of  the  river,  I  spotted 
him  at  work  in  the  stream,  and  expostulated  with 
him  for  taking  fish  in  so  unsportsmanlike  a  manner, 
but  all  my  threats  and  entreaties  were  futile,  for 
he  only  laughed  them  to  scorn.  However,  I  was 
loth  to  put  the  authorities  on  his  track  before  trying 
less  stringent  measures,  so,  after  turning  matters 
over  in  my  mind,  I  wrote  for,  and  obtained  under 
cover,  some  hand-bills  with  all  the  penalties  set 
forth  for  the  taking  of  trout  illegally,  and  one  night, 
when  all  the  good  folks  of  the  hamlet  were 
slumbering,  I  stole  out  of  doors  with  the  papers 
under  my  arm  and  posted  some  on  the  stone  bridge 
spanning  the  stream  and  one  on  the  old  reprobate's 
cottage  door,  and  then  retired  to  await  events  and 
the  poacher's  discomfiture  in  the  morning. 

On  the  morrow  I  was  up  betimes,  and  breakfast 
being  over,  I  sallied  out  unconcernedly  with  my  fly- 
rod  only  to  encounter,  as  I  expected,  a  little  knot 
of  villagers,  with  the  poacher  in  their  midst,  asking 
one  another  where  the  placards  could  have  sprung 
from,  and  forming  all  kinds  of  theories  but  the 
right  one.  Of  course  I  required  to  know  what  the 
discussion  was  about,  and,  my  opinion  being  asked 
for,  I  suggested  th^t  the  water-bailiffs  had  made  a 
sudden  descent  into  the  village.  This  suggestion 
was  accepted  by  all  save  the  poacher,  who,  throwing 
me  a  lowering  acowl  ex£  r 3ssive  of  mistrust,  retreated 


to  his  cottage,  where  he  grumbled  and  growled  as 
he  scraped  the  placard  off  his  door. 

Since  that  night  our  poacher  seemed  ill  at  ease, 
for  learning  that  his  depredations  were  becoming 
widely  known,  and  finding  that  the  gamekeepers 
were  harassing  his  movements  on  the  moors,  he 
deemed  it  advisable  to  turn  his  back  on  the  village, 
which  was  much  to  the  liking  of  the  law-abiding 
dale's  folk. 

Each  succeeding  year  finds  me  for  a  few  days  in 
the  old  haunts  of  my  boyhood,  free  to  roam  about 
the  river,  every  stone  of  which  capable  of  harbour- 
ing fish  I  seem  to  know,  and  every  tree  and 
boulder  on  its  banks  that  many  times  proffered  me 
their  shelter  from  the  vigilant  eyes  of  the  fish 
appear  just  the  same,  and  ever  ready  to  renew  old 
acquaintance.  Beown  Owl. 


A  NICE  DISH  OF  TEME  TKOUT. 


The  accompanying  illustration  shows  four  brace 
of  trout  and  their  captor,  Mr.  Archer  Howells. 
They  were  taken  near  Mr.  Hardeman's  comfortable 
Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury,  and  weighed  141b.  12oz.,  or 
an  average  of  over  IJlb. ;  we  have  no  present 
recollection  of  seeing  such  a  fine  basket  from  the 
Teme  as  this  before. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  NOVA 
SCOTIA. 


An  article  by  "  Nepos  "  which  recently  appeared 
in  the  American  Field  and  Fishing  Gazette 
expatiates  upon  the  angling  resources  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

The  present  writer  is  not  concerned  with 
"  Nepos's"  statements  as  to  the  trout  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  that  province,  but  having  devoted  a 
season  two  years  ago  to  the  pursuit  of  sahnon  there 
he  would  like  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

"  Nepos  "  speaks  of  the  evil  days  upon  which  the 
Nova  Scotian  streams  fell  in  the  years  previous  to 
confederation,  and  of  the  improvement  which  ensued 
after  that  event.  "  Fishery  overseers  and  wardens 
were  appointed  by  the  Federal  Government  all  over 
the  country,  stringent  measures  were  adopted  for 
enforcing  a  close  season,  also  for  the  proper  and 
lawful  setting  of  nets,  as  well  as  for  making  it 
imperative  on  every  millowner  to  have  a  suitable 
fish-pass  in  his  dam  or  pay  a  heavy  penalty.  So 
that  to-day,  with  free  passage  for  the  fish  to  ascend, 
in  addition  to  the  material  aid  rendered  by  the 
several  hatcheries  in  restocking,  the  rivers  have 
shown  such  marked  improvement  that  salmon  .  .  . 
are  now  taken  in  many  of  them  that  before  had 
been  stigmatised  as  barren  waters." 

Thus,  according  to  "  Nepos,"  the  salmon  rivers 
of  Nova  Scotia  are  better  than  ever  they  were  ;  the  / 
fishery  laws  are  strictly  enforced ;  the  rivers  are 
refctojked,  etc,  These  statements  are  misleading. 
Whether  the  rivers  improved  upon  confederation  in 
1867  or  not  is  of  small  moment  in  1901  (Charles 
Halleck  mentions  an  improvement  in  vague  and 
general  terms  ;  Captain  C.  Hardy  does  not  mention 
it),  but  I  can  assert  without  fear  of  contradiction 


that  the  rivers  are  now  in  an  incomparably  worse 
condition  than  ever,  and  that  the  administration  of 
the  fishery  laws  in  Nova  Scotia  is  nothing  less  than 
a  scandal.    The  fact  is  notorious  and  indisputable. 

A  word  as  to  the  fishery  overseers  and  wardens. 
These  appointments  are,  of  course,  political  deals, 
and  nothing  else ;  the  officials  draw  their  salaries 
and  habitually  neglect  their  duties.  I  have  seen 
an  overseer  driving  in  his  waggon  along  the  bank 
of  the  Medway.  Nets  were  set  (illegally)  along  the 
bank  under  his  very  nose,  at  intervals  of  a  few 
hundred  yards.  He  took  not  the  slightest  notice. 
Again,  I  was  fishing  the  Gaspereaux  river  one  day 
when  the  overseer  happened  to  pass.  My  attendant 
told  him  that  the  fish-pass  in  the  mill-dam  close 
by  was  high  and  dry  ;  the  overseer  went  his  way 
without  troubling  to  look  at  it.  Again,  a  friend  of 
mine  reported  a  warden  to  Ottawa  for  permitting 
illegal  netting  under  his  very  nose  in  the  Gold 
Eiver.  Nothing  came  of  it,  and  the  netting  con- 
tinues. But  here  is  the  champion  story  :  A  friend 
of  mine  caught  a  warden  in  the  act  of  sweeping  a 
pool  in  the  river  he  was  appointed  to  guard,  and 
reported  him  to  Ottawa  ;  but  the  man  controlled  a 
few  votes,  and  "  nuffin  never  came  of  it,"  as  Nigger 
Jim  says.  Instances  of  this  kind  might  be 
multiplied. 

When  the  fishery  officials  are  of  such  a  kidney, 


the  settlers  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  wreaking 
their  Anglo-Saxon  rage  for  extermination  upon  the 
unfortimate  salmon.  The  following  is  a  fair 
summary  of  the  illegal  practices  in  vogue  upon 
the  improtected  rivers.  Obstruction  by  nets  of 
more  than  one  third  of  the  channel  in  salt  and 
tidal  waters,  netting  above  the  tideway  both  by 
sweeping  and  by  fixed  nets,  use  of  illegal  mesh, 
use  of  the  dipnet  and  gaff  at  the  fish-ways,  spearing 
and  dynamiting,  non-provision  of  proper  fish-ways, 
and  discharge  of  sawdust  into  the  rivers. 

"  Nepos "  names  in  his  article  the  rivers  he 
considers  best  worth  visiting. 

"  The  two  best  rivers  in  the  province  for  taking 
salmon  are,  I  think,  the  Medway  and  the 
St.  Mary's." 

Into  St.  Margaret's  Bay  "  no  less  than  four  fine 
salmon-bearing  streams  empty,  in  order  from  east 
to  west  as  follows — Indian,  Ingram,  East  and  West 
rivers,  and  beyond  Chester,  six  miles.  Gold  Biver. 
In  all  these  excellent  sport  may  be  had."  ..."  I 
have  had  capital  fishing  on  many  (rivers),  far 
removed  from  those  I  have  just  named,  such  as 
the  Gaspereaux  ....  and  the  Margaree." 

Of  the  above-named  rivers,  "  Nepos  "  apparently 
has  personal  knowledge  of  the  Gaspereaux  and 
Margaree  (besides  the  Pennant,  which  he  mentions 
later).  If  he  has  fished  the  remaining  rivers  which 
he  mentions  by  name,  he  does  not  say  so.  He 
does  not  appear  to  be  very  familiar  with  the  rivers 
east  of  Halifax,  for  he  is  under  the  impression 
that  a  railway  runs  from  Halifax  in  the  direction 
of  Musquodoboit. 

If  the  Medway  and  the  St.  Mary  are  the  best 
salmon  rivers  in  the  p.-ovince,  God  help  the  rest  of 
them !  I  have  fishs  I  the  form  er  in  an  average 
year,  at  the  lest  tim3  of  year,  with  water  and 
weather  right.    I  wor  c'^d  really  hard  for  nine  daya^ 
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and  got  four  salmon,  and  even  then  I  was  more 
fortunate  than  other  anglers.  Overnetting  at  the 
mouth  is  the  chief  trouble  with  this  fine-looking 
river,  but  illegal  bag-netting  and  sweeping  above 
the  tideway  have  much  to  answer  for.  Every 
settler  whom  I  met  was  of  opinion  that  the  rod- 
fishing  in  the  Medway  is  deteriorating  every  year. 

The  St.  Mary  I  have  not  fished.  It  is  a  long 
journey  from  Halifax,  so  I  thought  it  as  well  to 
make  careful  inquiries  first,  and  promptly  concluded 
that  it  was  not  worth  the  journey.  Lawlessness  is 
perhaps  more  rampant  on  this  river  than  on  any 
other  in  Nova  Scotia.  Writing  as  far  back  as  1869, 
Captain  Hardy  says  of  it  in  his  charming  book 
"  Forest  Life  in  Acadie  "  :  "  The  St.  Mary's  is  the 
noblest  and  most  beautiful  river  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  its  salmon  are  the  largest.  The  nets  overlap 
one  another  from  either  shore  throughout  the  long 
reaches  ....  and  the  lumbermen  vie  with  the 
Lidians  in  skill  in  their  nightly  spearing  expeditions 
by  the  light  of  blazing  birch-bark  torches."  Things 
have  not  improved  since  those  days  ;  the  sweeping 
and  spearing  goes  on,  and  the  "resources  of 
civilisation  "  are  now  utilised  by  the  gentle  settler. 
Six  djTiamite  shots  were  fired  in  the  pools  above 
Sherbrooke  one  June  night  in  1898,  the  dead 
salmon  taken  out,  and  the  perpetrators  remained 
"  undetected."  In  spite  of  this  kind  of  thing,  some 
twenty  good  fish  were  taken  that  year  with  the  fly 
near  Sherbrooke,  which  shows  what  the  river  is 
capable  of  if  it  had  a  show. 

Indian  River  is  more  or  less  protected  by  the 
Mason  family  who  live  on  its  banlis,  but  it  is  cursed 
with  a  very  narrow  estuary,  and  the  mackerel  nets 
scoop  in  most  of  the  salmon  and  grilse.  Like 
Ingram,  East,  and  Gold  Elvers,  it  is  very  small  and 
runs  down  very  quickly,  and  it  has  been  much 
obstructed  by  lumber  of  late  years.  Still,  a  few 
fish  may  be  got  now  and  then,  but  the  fishmg  is 
extremely  imcertain  as  the  run  of  fish  is  very  small 
and  broken.    I  fished  it  hiank. 

Ingram  River  is  much  the  same  as  Indian,  but 
more  poaching  is  done.  The  fish-pass  in  the  dam  at 
the  head  of  the  river  has  been  placed  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  stream  where  the  fish  do  not  ascend.  I 
have  seen  salmon  there  poking  about  for  a  pass — a 
pitiable  sight.    I  fished  it  blank. 

East  River  is  leased,  so  does  not  concern  the 
tourist  angler. 

West  River  I  cannot  identify. 
Gold  River  was  a  splendid  stream  fifty  years  ago, 
and  Captain  Hardy,  speaking,  I  think,  of  the  sixties, 
when  the  river  had  began  to  fall  ofl',  says,  "  ,  .  .  . 
Fair  fishing  may  be  obtained  here,  and  a  dozen  fish 
of  101b.  to  201b.  taken  by  a  rod  on  a  good  day." 
But  this  fishing,  which  Captain  Hardy  damns  with 
faint  praise,  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  Over  netting 
at  the  mouth  and  the  usual  sweeping  and  spearing 
have  ruined  it.  I  did  not  visit  it,  deterred  by 
information  received,  A  friend  fished  it  blank, 
and,  though  I  made  inquiries,  I  could  not  hear  of 
a  single  salmon  being  taken  with  the  rod  in  1899. 

Gaspereaux  is  a  pretty  little  river,  but,  like  all 
the  rivers  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy  side,  it  has  a  great 
extent  of  tidal  water,  and  a  corresponding  number 
of  nets.  Its  fish-way  was  impassable  in  1899  when 
I  visited  it  and  fished  it  blank. 

The  Le  Have  is  over-netted  in  the  tideway,  and 
has  several  enormous  dams  near  its  mouth,  which 
the  fish  do  not  surmoimt,  or  at  least  very  few  do  so. 
I  have  not  fished  it. 

I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Musquodoboit 
was  a  splendid  river  in  the  early  forties,  as  stated 
m  "Nepos's"  article,  and,  in  fact,  it  has  the 
reputation  of  having  been  the  best  salmon  river 
in  the  province.  But  "  Nepos  "  does  not  mention 
that  it  is  now  completely  ruined  by  a  mill-dam, 
which  was  built  at  its  mouth  in  the  seventies. 
Above  it,  salmon  are  rarely,  if  ever,  taken.  Below 
It,  one  small  pool  is  left  between  it  and  the  tideway, 
m  which  two  salmon  were  taken  in  1899.  Locally 
the  decrea-se  of  salmon  is  attributed  to  the  foul 
condition  of  the  mouth,  which  is  half-choked  with 
sawdust.  I  fished  this  river  one  day  in  1899,  but 
more  for  the  sake  of  a  walk  than  in  the  hope  of 
getting  fish. 

On  the  Margaree,  sport  has  been  very  indifferent 
of  late  years.  Speaking  from  memory,  four  rods, 
fishing  at  the  best  time,  got  twelve  salmon  in  twelve 
days'  fishing  in  1899.  As  usual,  want  of  protection 
IS  the  cause.  I  have  not  fished  it. 
_  This  concludes  the  list  of  salmon  rivers  men- 
tioned by  "Nepos."  I  have  given  my  own 
experiences  regarding  them,  supplemented  by  care- 
ful enquiries  made  locaUy.    I  have  Ho  doubt  that 


"^Nepos  "  writes  in  good  faith,  but  I  must  say  that 
I  consider  his  statements  as  regards  salmon  mis- 
leading. Perhaps  his  experiences  date  some  years 
back.  Mine  were  in  1899,  which  was  an  average 
year,  and  I  am  an  average  fisherman.  I  am  far 
from  contending  that  the  small,  out-of-the-way 
casts,  such  as  the  Pennant,  do  not  yield  well  after 
a  fresh  if  the  settlers  refrain  from  slinging  a  net 
right  across  the  mouth.  But  the  exception  proves 
the  rule,  and  in  streams  such  as  the  Pennant  the 
rain  must  be  met  at  the  water-side.  Nor  do  I 
contend  that  a  good  day  may  not  sometimes  be  had 
on  one  of  the  small  rivers,  such  as  the  Ingram,  if 
the  angler  happens  to  strike  one  of  the  small 
schools  of  salmon  which  run  up  these  waters.  But 
the  sport  is  too  uncertain  to  be  counted  on.  Nova 
Scotia  is  not  worth  visiting  for  salmon  alone,  but 
if  the  angler  decides  upon  a  trouting  visit  by  all 
means  let  him  take  a  salmon  rod  with  him. 

It  rests  with  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments whether  the  salmon  waters  are  to  be  saved 
from  ruin,  as  has  been  done  in  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick.  To  quote  Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  the 
well-known  authority,  a  salmon  river  in  these 
provinces  is  a  better  investment  than  a  gold  mine. 
Let  the  Blue-noses  put  their  house  in  order,  and 
not  allow  a  potential  source  of  wealth  in  their 
midst  to  slip  through  their  fingers  from  sheer  apathy. 

One  minor  point  I  have  omitted.  In  the 
"Anglers'  Diary"  for  1900,  published  at  the  Field 
ofiice,  I  see  the  amazing  statement  that  the  Sack- 
ville  River,  near  Halifax,  i^  a  fine  salmon  and  trout 
stream.  Perhaps  it  was  a  century  ago,  but  Captain 
Hardy,  writing  in  1869,  says  "  it  offers  no  sport  to 
speak  of  now,"  and  salmon  have  been  practically 
extinct  there  for  many  years  past.  Boxwood. 


THE   DEMON  LEDGEE  TACKLE. 

We  have  received  from  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co., 
the  wholesale  fishing  -  tackle  manufacturers  of 
Redditch,  one  of  the  new  patent  Demon  Ledger 
Tackles. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  it,  with  the 
advantages  claimed  by  the  inventor. 


The  Demon  Ledgeb  Tackle. 


"  The  float  and  tackle  are  covered  with  specially- 
prepared  green  silk,  and,  when  in  water,  imitate  a 
growing  water  weed  in  texture,  colour,  etc.,  a 
striking  and  entirely  novel  departure  in  fishing. 
Sinker  rests  on  bottom.  Bait  floats  upwards  at 
exactly  right  height  from  bottom.  Nothing  above 
bait  to  frighten  fish.  Nothing  below  but  water 
weed.  Astonishing  results  achieved.  Tackles  of 
various  shades  sold  to  allow  of  changing.  Strikes 
perfectly." 

The  bait  is  presented  to  the  fish  in  a  very 
attractive  manner,  about  five  inches  from  the 
bottom,  as  it  meets  the  eye  of  the  fish  as  it  swims 
along.  A  good  marsh  worm  kicking  about  on  the 
top  of  the  sage  green  float  would  be  very  dangerous 
to  hungry  fish  until  they  got  used  to  it,  and  it  is 
wonderful  how  soon  fish  pick  up  our  little  dodges. 
For  sea  fishing  it  should  prove  a  regular  puzzle  for 
the  crabs,  and  a  boon  to  the  angler.  The  bit  of 
green  silk  line  attached  to  the  tackle  should  be 
braided,  as  it  would  then  be  much  stronger  than  a 
bit  of  fine  line  covered  with  a  silk  covering,  and  yet 
would  be  quite  as  inconspicuous. 


DEVON  FISH  IN  A  HAMPSHIEE 
STEEAM. 


In  spite  of  the  strong  north-easter  and  the  bright 
sun,  we  decided  to  take  our  three  days  at  Liphook, 
as  arranged,  and  arrived  on  Wednesday  e\'ening 
in  good  time  for  dinner  and  the  evening  rise. 

The  surface  of  the  mill-pond  opposite  the  house 
was  dotted  with  rings  as  we  approached,  and  before 
many  minutes  a  trout  was  on  the  bank,  a  victim  to 
a  Wickham.  The  wind  'kept  so  high  that  we  did 
not  fish  long,  and  after  taking  two  more  little  ones, 
which  I  returned,  retired  indoors  to  enjoy  a  social 
evening  with  the  miller  and  his  family. 

In  the  morning  conditions  were  as  bad  as  ever, 
the  sky  being  cloudless  and  the  wind  half  a  gale. 
I  had  a  few  casts,  but  found  that  even  up  and  down 
the  stream,  of  which  there  is  half  a  mile,  scarcely  a 
rise  was  to  be  seen,  so  returned  to  the  lawn  for 
tennis. 

After  lunch  things  improved,  and  I  got  a  -fish  or 
two  with  wet  fly ;  but  my  friend,  who  is  a  dry  fly 
purist,  could  7iot  get  out  of  the  way  of  drying  his 
insect,  and  never  had  a  rise.  Even  late  in  the 
evening  little  was  done,  another  brace  only  reward- 
ing some  hard  work  among  the  rising  (and  refusing) 
fish. 

Next  day  was  better,  my  friend  beginning  to 
score  and  getting  (among  better  fish)  a  roach  with 
dry  fly — the  first  ever  had  fi-om  that  water.  May 
Fly  was  on,  and  I  had  some  fair  fish  with  it,  and 
lost  a  number,  as  usual,  chiefly  from  the  hold  being 
uncertain,  but  in  two  cases  from  striking  too  hard. 
It  is  difficult  to  hit  the  proper  medium  with  the 
May  Fly.  However,  I  had  my  revenge  in  the  after- 
noon on  paying  a  second  visit  to  the  fish  which 
had  broken  me  in  a  quiet  pool  in  the  stream.  I 
put  a  Blue  Quill  over  his  nose  in  proper  orthodox 
fashion,  and  he  sucked  it  down  from  the  surface 
guilelessly,  in  spite  of  his  recent  fight.  This  time 
1  did  not  strilce  too  hard,  and  my  friend,  coming  up 
with  the  net,  landed  the  "  monarch  of  the  brook" 
— a  nice  fat  lljin.  fish.  In  the  evening  I  made  up 
three  brace,  and  my  friend  got  another. 

Teimis  was  the  order  of  next  morning,  but  in  the 
afternoon  we  got  the  boat  out  and  tried  the  pond 
from  it,  after  taking  some  photographs  in  which 
the  fish  was  being  landed  by  various  hands. 

The  afternoon  and  evening  of  this  day  were  the 
best  we  had,  as  the  clouds  came  up  a  little  and  the 
east  wind  moderated.  I  had  seven  brace,  chiefly 
with  small  fly,  and  my  friend  also  got  some  fish, 
though  we  had  to  catch  the  8.19  from  Liphook 
Station  to  get  to  town.  Altogether  it  was  an 
enjoyable  outing,  on  reasonable  terms  and  plenty  of 
comfort,  and  exceedingly  easy  fishing.  With  good 
weather  our  takes  would  have  been  at  least  doubled. 
Indeed,  I  have  often  had  twenty  or  thirty  fish  in 
a  day.  Paul  Taylor. 


WHIT-WEEK  ON  WINDEEMEEE. 


For  an  enthusiastic  fly  fisherman,  who  is  anxious 
to  combine  indulgence  in  his  favourite  pastime  with 
holiday-making,  Windermere  is  well  worth  a  visit, 
especially  during  Whit-week.  As  a  rule,  the  May 
Fly  is  on  the  water  about  this  time,  and  the  fishing 
at  its  best  in  consequence.  This  year  proved  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  The  Drake  was  well  on,  but 
unfortunately  the  weather  was  broken  by  thunder- 
storms and  a  lower  temperature.  The  fish  rose 
freely  during  the  day,  but  came  provokingly  short — 
a  characteristic  of  Windermere  trout,  by  the  way — 
and,  failing  to  take  the  top  dropper,  were  frequently 
foul-hooked  by  the  tail  fly.  This  was  the  case  with 
my  best  fish  (2ilb.)  taken  with  the  fly.  I  was 
fishing  two  flies  only — Ogden's  inimitable  hackled 
Mays — and  the  fish  came  with  a  fine  "  boil "  at 
my  dropper.  He  failed  to  assimilate  it,  however, 
and  was  hooked  near  the  pectoral  fin  by  my  tail 
fly.  Then  ensued  ten  minutes  of  the  most  exciting 
sport  one  could  imagine.  My  twelve  foot  "  Hardy  " 
was  at  times  bent  nearly  double — I  am  usually  very 
hard  on  my  fish — but  still  failed  to  get  him  on  top. 
When,  finally,  he  was  brought  near  enough  to  the 
boat  for  my.  boy  to  deftly  net  him,  our  eyes 
were  delighted  with  the  sight  of  one  of  the  most 
exquisitely  shaped  and  spotted  fish  I  ever  saw. 
During  the  week  I  had  a  fan-  number  of  small  trout — 
half-pounders — and  several  fish  over  a  pound  on  fly ; 
but  the  largest  fish  are  invariably  taken  at  night, 
trailing. 

The  baits  used  are  minnows  and  phantoms.  My 
own  choice  is  the  former.   I  almost  always  use 
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minnows  preserved  in  formalin,  and  Hardy's 
"  Crocodile "  spinner.  The  great  objects  to  be 
aimed  at  are :  (1)  To  trail  over  the  right  groimd — 
local  knowledge  is"  absolutely  essential  here  ;  (2)  To 
fish  close  in  shore — unleaded  baits  necessary  for  this ; 
(3)  To  use  only  bright  minnows,  and  spin  them  well. 

Two  rods  are  used,  and  hence  the  advantage  of 
having  a  companion  in  the  boat.  He  should  be  a 
fisherman,  of  course.  Strangers  usually  employ  a 
boatman,  but  this  is  expensive,  and  often  im- 
necessary,  as  a  fishing  chum  may  often  be  found  in 
the  hotel.  Every  lish  got  by  this  method  is  a  good 
one,  and  although  blank  nights  fall  to  our  lot,  they 
are  by  no  means  common. 

This  year,  in  seven  nights'  trailing,  I  only  had 
one  blanlv.  On  two  evenings,  only  pike  were 
obtained — well-fed  fish,  varying  from  5pb.  to  21b. 
On  one  of  these  evenings  a  magnificent  pike  of 
21^1b.  weight  was  taken  by  another  local  rod. 
Each  of  the  other  four  evenings  yielded  at  least 
one  trout — largest  4^1b.,  smallest  IJlb. 

The  last  night  was  by  far  the  best.  A  heavy 
south-west  gale  had  been  blowing  for  a  couple  of 
days,  and  had  only  slightly  moderated  when  we 
started  out  at  8.30.  We  had  scarcely  cleared  the 
pier-end  when  a  fish  took  the  minnow  my  nine- 
year-old  son  was  putting  out.  It  proved  to  be  a 
nice  trout  of  about  lilb.  Within  half  an  hour  we 
were  into  another  and  larger  fish,  which  scaled  2jlb. 

It  was  evident  the  trout  were  feeding,  and  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  impressing  upon  my  gillie 
the  importance  of  waiting  for  the  fish  to  cease 
struggling  before  attempting  to  net  it,  or  he  would 
probably  net  a  flying  triangle  only  and  lose  his 
fish.  The  words  were  scarcely  uttered  when  the 
music  of  the  reel  announced  a  heavier  fish  than 
usual.  He  duly  arrived  alongside  for  inspection — 
41b.,  if  an  ounce — but  the  excitement  of  the  moment 
unsteadied  my  lad's  aim,  and  he  netted — the  flying 
triangle  only  [  Poor  boy  !  He  naturally  expected 
my  righteous  indignation,  but  I  refrained.  It  was 
one  of  those  occasions  when  we  are  advised  on  high 
authority  to  "  let  your  words  be  few,  for  they're 
bound  to  be  impious."  I  simply  said,  "Never 
mind,  my  lad.  I've  done  the  same  thing  myself." 
However,  he  made  no  mistake  next  time  with  a 
beauty  of  2Jlb.,  but  reminded  me  that  I  already 
owed  him  Is.  Ojd.  as  commission  on  fish  netted — 
2d.  a  pound  on  every  fish  he  nets  for  me.  We 
had  done  remarkably  well  so  far,  but  had  by  no 
means  finished,  for,  in  returning  along  the  Tower 
Wood  length,  we  hooked  and  landed  a  superb  trout 
which  only  just  failed  to  turn  4ilb.  It  was  a 
glorious  finish  to  a  fine  evening's  work.  When  the 
four  fish  were  duly  placed  on  a  dish,  they  made  a 
show  which  would  have  converted  anyone  in  five 
minutes  to  this  style  of  fishing. 

Apart  from  the  fishing,  there  is  always  a  great 
charm  about  fishing  on  Windermere  which  one 
can  but  poorly  express.  The  magnificence  of  the 
scenery  by  day,  the  unusual  sounds  by  night,  the 
wealth  of  material  ever  at  hand  for  the  botanist, 
geologist,  or  entomologist  on  "off"  days,  and  the 
not  less  important  attention  one  receives  from  Mrs. 
Dickenson  at  the  comfortable  Beech  Hill  Hotel,  com- 
bine to  make  one  realise  that  under  such  conditions 
life  is  a  delightfiil  thing.         W.  H.  Pe.\ksall. 


COLONEL  V.  MILWAED,  M.P. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  we  heard  of  the 
death  of  that  amiable  gentleman,  Colonel  Victor 
Milward,  M.P.,  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Milward  & 
Sons,  fishing-tackle  and  needle  maaufacturers,  of 
Redditch.  The  portrait  and  the  following  extracts  are 
from  an  obituary  notice  in  the  Redditch  Indicator : — 

"  Colonel  Victor  Milward,  M.P.  for  South-West 
Warwickshire,  of  Wellesbourne  Hall,  near  Warwick, 
died  at  the  Hotel  de  Bretagne,  Dinan,  in  Brittany,  on 
Friday,  May  31,  the  cause  of  death  being  heart  failure. 

"  The  news  of  the  heavy  loss  the  whole  district 
has  sustained — news  which  we  record  with  feelings 
of  the  deepest  sorrow  and  regret,  and  which  feel- 
ings we  know  are  shared  by  every  one  by  whom 
the  deceased  gentleman  was  known — was  received 
little  before  the  time  of  our  going  to  press. 
Colonel  Victor  Milward  was  the  fourth  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Milward,  of  Eedditch.  He  was 
bom  in  August,  1840,  and  was  therefore  in  his 
sixty-first  year.  He  was  educated  privately.  In 
1867  he  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Mr.  James 
Tomson,  of  Barnt  Green.  He  was  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Milward  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  needle,  fish-hook,  and  fishing-tackle  manu- 


facturers. Until  very  recently  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  tlic  business,  and  until  his 
death  his  counsels  in  the  direction  of  the 
firm's  policy  were  always  freely  given  and 
always  highly  valued.  Among  other  business 
connections,  he  was  a  director  of  the  Birming- 
ham Gazette  Company,  Ltd.  He  was  a  J. P. 
and  D.L.  for  Worcestershire,  and  was  High  Sheriff 
in  1886.  He  had  a  long  and  honourable  connection 
with  the  Volunteer  movement.  He  held  a  com- 
mission in  the  2nd  Volimteer  Battalion  Worcester- 
shire Regiment  since  1860,  was  Lieut. -Colonel 
commanding  the  battalion  from  1887  to  1894,  and 
had  the  Volunteer  long-service  decoration.  He  was 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  Quarter 
Sessions  from  1883  to  1886.  He  was  the  first 
representative  for  East  Redditch  on  the  Worcester- 
shire County  Council,  his  colleague  for  West 
Redditch  being  Mr.  S.  Allcock.  He  was  first 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  County 
Council,  and  held  that  office  imtil  1896,  when  he 
was  made  a  county  alderman.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Worcester 
Diocesan  Conference.  In  1895  Colonel  Milward 
successfully  contested  South-West  Warwickshire 
in  the  Conservative  interest,  defeating  Mr.  Sadler 
by  a  majority  of  1771.  He  held  the  seat  until  his 
death.  For  the  greater  part  of  his  life  Colonel 
Milward  resided  at  the  HoUoway,  Redditch,  but 
early  in  1900,  in  order  that  he  might  be  more  in 
touch  with  his  constituents,  he  went  to  reside  at 
Wellesbourne  Hall,  near  Warwick,  this  partial 
severance  from  the  town  in  which  he  had  resided 
and  worked  so  long  being  generally  regretted. 


Colonel  V.  Milwabd,  M.P. 


"Brief  and  incomplete  as  this  memoir  is,  it 
serves  to  show  the  active  and  useful  part  the 
deceased  gentleman  took  not  only  in  local,  but  in 
county  and  national  affairs.  We  recognise  and  feel 
our  inability  to  do  the  subject  justice  ;  but  we  know 
we  voice  the  feelings  of  the  whole  district  in 
expressing  the  deepest  regret  at  the  loss  of  a  valued 
and  respected  friend  and  earnest  worker,  and  in 
offering  its  siacerest  sympathy  to  the  sorrowing 
members  of  the  deceased  gentleman's  family." 


NOTES  FOR  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbvillb  Fennbll.) 
(Continued  from  page  3C5.) 

CHAPTER  Y— continued. 
Depth  to  Fish. — We  differ  from  many  first-rate 
roach  fishers  as  to  the  distance  the  bait  should  be 
from  the  bottom,  many  contending  for  four  or  five 
inches,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  water,  while 
others  insist  upon  an  inch.  An  inch  is  certainly 
getting  very  close,  and  it  would  certainly  seem  like 
splitting  hairs  to  suggest  a  yet  closer  approximation, 
but  this  we  do,  if  the  bottom  be  perfectly  level,  free 
from  large  stones,  weeds,  and  of  fine  gravel  or  sand. 
Indeed,  we  would  rather  the  bait  slightly  dragged 
than  not  be  close  upon  the  ground.  Some  of  the 
best  anglers  in  reply  to  this  tell  us  that  roach  can 
see  better  above  than  below  them.  This  may  be 
granted,  but  we  have  watched  too  intimately  the 
habits  of  roach  not  to  know  that  roach,  bream,  and 
carp,  very  often  when  they  are  actively  on  the  feed, 
have  their  tails  higher  than  their  heads,  and  their 
vision  directed  to  the  bottom. 


The  general  rule  in  the  river  Lea  is  to  let  the 
bait  just  touch  the  ground ;  but  we  have  frequently 
found  that  they  will  take  it,  at  certain  times,  much 
better  two  or  three  inches  above  it,  though  at  others 
they  will  not  touch  it  unless  it  be  on  the  ground. 
You  must,  therefore,  use  your  own  judgment 
according  to  the  feeding  of  the  fish,  for  they  do 
not  feed  in  all  waters,  places,  and  times  alike. 
Generally,  however,  you  take  the  largest  fish  with 
the  bait  on  the  bottom. 

"  During  very  warm  weather,  roach  occasionally 
swim  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  will  then, 
sometimes,  take  the  bait — if  a  house-fly — at  mid- 
water,  better  than  at  bottom ;  but  this  does  not 
often  occur,  therefore  always  begin  to  fish  with 
the  bait  slightly  dragging  or  touching  the  bottom. 
After  trying  this  way  without  success,  you  may 
then  angle  at  mid-water ;  and  you  may  also  fish  at 
various  depths  when  angling  in  a  tidal  river,  during 
the  time  the  tide  is  making,  and  until  high  water. 
And  further  note,  when  angling  in  rivers  and 
streams,  especially  for  roach,  make  choice  of  a 
swim  that  is  shoal  at  the  end  of  it,  because,  as  the 
ground-bait  separates,  it  drifts  down  the  stream, 
and  will  lodge  there,  and  keep  the  fish  from  going 
further  ;  and  the  baited  hook  will  also  touch  the 
bottom  all  the  way,  but  if  the  end  of  the  swan  is 
deeper  than  the  top  or  beginning,  your  baited 
hook  will  not  then  be  at  a  proper  depth,  which  is 
material,  as  roach  generally  bite  at  the  end  of  the 
swim,  especially  if  the  water  is  shallow  or  bright." 
— Salter. 

"  You  should  occasionally  take  the  depth  again, 
particularly  if  the  fish  leave  off  feeding,  which  they 
will  do  if  you  have  lost  the  proper  depth.  This 
happens  in  rivers  from  the  water  rising  or  falling 
from  tides,  opening  locks,  mills,  etc. ;  and  some- 
times from  the  line  drawing  through  the  caps  of 
the  floats.  Your  success,  indeed,  materially  depends 
on  fishing  to  an  inch,  or  even  less." — Ibid. 

Mr.  Bailey  tells  us  :  "  Get  the  proper  depth,  and 
fish  so  that  your  bait  may  swim  two  or  three  inches 
from  the  bottom,  never  on  it,  for  you  must  bear  in 
mind  that  roach  can  see  better  above  than  below 
them."  He  afterwards  says,  in  fishing  with  the 
dew-worm,  "  Get  the  depth  so  as  to  allow  your 
bait  just  to  miss  the  bottom." 

Frost. — "  I  have,"  writes  Mr.  Bailey,  "  caught 
roach  in  every  month  of  the  winter,  when  the  water 
was  as  clear  as  gin  and  freezing  sharp." 

Fishing  in  Floods. — We  have  taken  some  of 
the  finest  roach  during  floods,  when  few,  if  any, 
anglers  would  think  it  worth  while  to  put  their 
rods  together.  The  places  we  select  upon  these 
occasions  are  in  miniature  bays  with  a  grass  bottom, 
in  one  to  three  feet  of  water,  baiting  with  a  gentle, 
red  worm,  or  the  tail  of  a  lob-worm ;  or  at  the 
entrance  to  ditches,  provided  the  water  be  quiet. 
No  better  places,  however,  can  be  selected,  when  the 
water  is  rising,  than  a  drain  or  ditch  that  is  running 
into  the  main  stream.  Here  the  fish  instinctively 
congregate  to  feed  upon  the  food  that  is  washed 
down  by  the  flood,  and  here  the  angler  is  almost 
sure  of  sport.  Close  in  and  imder  banks  witli  a 
slow  current  are  likely  places,  but  they  require  to 
be  approached  with  a  light  foot. 

February  is  undoubtedly  the  best  month  of  the 
year  for  roach  fishing  in  all  waters.  We,  however, 
prefer  October  for  its  geniality,  the  former  month 
being  most  uncertain,  and,  if  true  to  its  name  of 
"  fill-dyke,"  will  present  the  angler  with  thick 
turbid  waters  and  cold  chilly  mists,  always  great 
drawbacks — whatever  may  be  the  result  in  avoir- 
dupois— to  the  full  enjoyment  of  angling. 

Raking  is  an  excellent  plan,  not  alone  for 
gudgeon,  but  for  roach,  dace,  and  chub  angling, 
and  it  has  of  late  years  very  considerably 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  angler.  The 
method  of  using  the  rake  upon  these  occasions 
differs  from  that  piu:sued  for  gudgeon,  which,  for 
the  latter,  is  made  to  pass  over  the  gravel,  and  to 
disturb  the  exact  spot  fished  upon.  No  so  in  the 
present  case.  Here  the  pxmt  man  takes  his  stand 
on  the  up-side  of  the  punt,  and  agitating  the  bottom 
above,  sends  down  and  under  the  punt  the  deposit, 
which  allures  the  fish  within  reach  of  the  line. 
M.  M.  says  :  "I  think  it  answers  well  to  rake  over 
the  swim  before  commencing.  If  the  raking  be 
confined  to  the  upper  side  of  the  boat  there  is 
danger  of  the  fish  heading  up  above  the  angler's 
line.  Fish  are  not  alarmed  by  a  moderate  distiurb- 
ance  of  the  bottom  in  a  stream.  I  have  frequently 
had  excellent  sport  when  hooked  on  to  a  dredging 
barge  with  an  engine  of  twenty  horse-power  in 
full  work."  {To  be  amtimied.) 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  prospects  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  fishing  season  on  the  IGthaie  much  better,  as 
there  has  been  a  nice  steady  rain  here  all  day.  All 
fish  are  in  good  condition,  but  he  barbel  and  perch 
are  reported  to  be  rather  small. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — Prospects  for  the  opening  of 
the  coarse-fishing  season  are  very  bright  for  the 
Ancholme.  The  river  literally  teems  with  fish,  and 
considerable  stocking  has  recently  taken  place  on  the 
trout  brooks,  but  little  can  now  be  done  owing  to  con- 
tinued drought.  The  best  takes  are  got  with  dapping 
the  Green  Drake,  Blow-Fly,  etc.  The  Red  Dun,  the 
master  fly  of  all  the  Dun  tribe,  is  now  appearing,  but 
the  best  time  for  this  is  in  -\ugust.  It  can  now  be 
had  in  the  creeper  stage  from  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  at  a  low  rate,  and  a  good  many  waters  have 
been  stocked  with  it  in  this  way. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Darenth  (Faruingham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.)  — 

I  had  two  brace  of  sizeable  trout  on  Saturday  (tUme  8) 
on  small  flies  (Hare's  Ear  and  Sedge).  The  best  fish 
was  weighed  at  Farningham-road  Station,  and  scaled 
l|lb.  A  number  of  small  fish  were  taken  near  Horton 
Kirby  on  May  Fly.  Weather  hot  and  water  getting 
low.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  now 
very  fine  and  low,  and  in  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Dart  a  great  number  of  peel  and  salmon  have  found 
their  wav.  Good  baskets  have  been  caught  by 
Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  W.  F.  Tollit, 
G.  Garford  Green,  Ackrell,  and  H.  Full,  whilst  Mr.  W. 
Rodgers,  of  Buckfastleigh,  landed  two  fine  salmon. 
Most  of  the  catches  have  been  made  by  "  dapping " 
with  the  green  caterpillar,  of  which  they  take  very 
freely.  The  flies  are  Black  Midge  and  small  Pheasant 
Dove.  Catches  of  salmon  by  nets  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Dart  have  been  very  exceptional,  and  the  size 
of  the  fish  generally  are  very  good.  The  weir  fishermen 
have  also  had  some  good  catches.  Fishermen  on  the 
river  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  pollution  difficulty  at 
Buckfastleigh,  which  has  been  many  times  mentioned 
in  these  columns,  has  .at  last  been  overcome. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Sport  is  still  very  quiet, 
and  the  recent  rains  have  been  insufficient  to  increase 
the  volume  of  water,  so  that  the  rivers  generally  are 
running  somewhat  low.  In  the  Teign  tliere  appears 
to  be  a  plentiful  supply  of  salmon,  for  one  day  this 
week  the  nets  landed  no  fewer  than  twenty-four  fine 
fish,  besides  peel.  Only  a  lew  fish  have  been  secured 
on  the  Exe,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bampton  two 
anglers  some  days  since  creeled  one  hundred  and  fifty 
trout  of  fair  size.  The  Taw  and  Torridge  are  full  of 
fish,  in  fact  such  a  supply  has  not  been  known  for 
some  time.  Dr.  Waugh  and  Mr.  Coulton  landed 
eighteen  each  last  week  in  the  upper  tributaries  of  the 
Dart. — Devonian. 

Sden  (Carlisle). — The  recent  heavy  showers  have 
had  no  effect  on  the  river,  which  is  dead  low,  and 
much  needs  a  good  clean  out  in  the  interests  of  sport. 
Below  the  outfall  of  the  Carlisle  sewage  it  is  a  veritable 
cesspool.  The  Carlisle  anglers,  who  generally  fish 
there  for  an  hour  or  two  after  dusk  at  this  tmie  of 
year  on  a  chance  of  a  sea-trout  or  two,  are  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  They  have  to  be  content  with  the 
Calder.  Whilst  the  Solway  fishermen  are  getting  a 
fair  number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  the  river  nets  are 
not  nearly  paying  wages,  for  the  fish  will  not  face  the 
filth.  They  run  up  with  the  tide  and  go  back  with 
the  ebb,  and  yet,  forsooth,  we  are  told  that  there  is  no 
serious  pollution.  Why  don't  the  proprietors  apply 
for  an  injunction  to  waken  up  the  sleepy  Corporation 
of  Carlisle?  Trout  have  been  taking  the  clear- water 
worm  a  little  and  the  Bustard  at  night  fairy  well,  but 
no  notable  baskets  have  been  heard  of.  The  high  wind 
from  the  west  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  produced  a 
pretty  good  run  of  fish  in  the  Solway,  but  the  grilse 
are  not  thriving. — Silver  Grey. 

£sk  (Whitby). — Very  little  sport  has  been  had  on 
this  river  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  low  and 
clear  condition  of  the  water.  There  is  no  prospect  of 
remunerative  angling  until  we  have  a  prolonged  down- 
pour of  rain  to  improve  matters.  Sea  angling  has  been 
fairly  brisk,  some  good  catches  of  mixed  fish  being 
recorded. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (isonth  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
The  opening  of  the  seasm  next  week  will  herald  the 
approach  of  anglers  from  the  great  towns  of  the  north 
and  midlands.  Every  year  the  district  drained  by 
the  Fen  waters  grows  in  popularity.  I  undeistand 
that  the  Sheffield  Angling  Association  have  taken 
a  further  stretch  of  water  somewhere  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tydd.  They  have  also  been  busy 
airaut,ing  for  tne  early  cutting  of  weeds  on  the 
North  i-evel  drain.  These  anglers,  I  believe,  are 
lading  the  right  course  with  regard  to  the  preservatio-i 


of  their  fishing  during  the  close  season.  Bailiff  have 
been  appointed  to  prevent  the  destruction,  as  used  to 
be  the  case. — Limi'et. 

Grove  Perry  (Kent,  Stour). — There  has  been  an 
extraordinary  quantity  of  fish  heading  up  the  lesser 
Stour  during  the  spawning  season  and  apparently  were 
very  early ;  they  have  been  noticed  on  the  shallows 
these  last  few  days,  many  good  specimens  having  been 
noted.  Everything  points  to  a  successful  fishing 
season. — ,T.  K. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Trout  fishing  is 
said  to  be  very  fair  in  the  district,  but  particulars  are 
difficult  to  obtain.  There  will  be  more  visitors  after 
Monday  next  as  the  railway  companies  have 
announced  their  cheap  fares  to  all  known  quarters. 
It  is  stated  that  visitors  from  Sheffield  are  about 
to  be  catered  for  on  the  waters  of  the  Trent  at 
Cottam,  Dunham,  Laneham,  Torksey,  etc.  The 
Sheffield  Angling  Association  have  been  negotiating 
with  Messrs.  Williamson  for  the  purchase  of  their 
rights  of  netting  at  Laneham.  It  is  stated  that 
Messrs.  Williamson  require  £300,  a  sum  far  too  large 
for  the  purchasers.  If  these  netting  rights  are  worth 
£300  it  must  be  a  capital  locality  for  the  angler  to 
visit.  Some  years  ago  this  district  used  to  be  very 
popular,  but  it  has  lately  fallen  greatly  in  anglers' 
estimation. — L. 

Itchen. — Some  nice  trout  were  taken  from  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Itchen  last  week,  and  a  few  fair 
baskets  were  made  on  the  lower  water,  but  just  when 
the  May  Fly  showed  up  best  at  and  neai  Bishopstoke 
round  went  the  wind  to  N.E.,  and  fish  got  sulky 
at  once.  That  lovely  little  tributary  of  the  Itchen, 
the  Arle  (after  which  the  town  of  Alresford  is 
named),  has  not  been  much  fished  this  season  as 
trout  there  appear  rather  backward  in  condition, 
but  near  the  junction  of  the  Arle  and  Itchen  I  hear  of 
two  rods  getting  five  and  seven  trout  a  day  between 
them.  On  the  club  water,  which  is  fished  by 
Lord  Northbrook,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  and  others,  I 
believe  fair  sport  was  obtained.  At  the  Worthys 
water  anglers  were  mostly  disappointed,  though  one 
fisherman  (Mr.  Henry  Drake,  who  travelled  all  the 
way  from  Paris,  and;  even  so,  could  only  spare  one 
day  to  fish  the  stream  he  loves)  got  twelve  fish,  weighing 
15|lb.  Beautiful  fish  they  were,  cleverly  caught  despite 
a  nasty  bright  sun  and  cross-eyed  wind.  There  has 
been  plenty  of  May  Fly  on  the  lower  Itchen,  but  trout 
would  not  take  them  well.  Year  by  year  the  May  Fly 
fishing  deteriorates  on  this  river.  River  weeds  are  now 
growing  at  a  great  pace,  and  cannot  be  freely  cut  until 
trout  fry  are  more  forward,  for  I  notice  the  bulk  of  the 
trout  fry  have  already  left  the  banks  of  the  river  and 
taken  up  their  feeding  and  hiding  stations  among 
mid-stream  cover.  In  connection  with  weed  cutting, 
the  movements  of  fry  are  not  sufficiently  studied 
on  many  rivers,  and  yet  such  details  are  well  worth 
careful  attention.  Trout  streams  nowadays  arc  just 
about  as  simple  things  to  manage  as  Clapham  Junction 
signal  boxes,  yet  owners  of  fishing,  willmg  to  spend 
large  sums  of  money  on  rents,  tackle,  travelling 
expenses,  etc.,  seldom  really  study  many  details  of 
fiohing  management,  or  procure  advice  from,  those  who 
have  made  a  lifelong  pursuit  of  the  subject.  On  any 
trout  river  a  slight  error  in  the  time  and  direction  of 
weed  cutting  means  death  and  destruction  to  thousands 
of  fry,  millions  of  fly  larvic,  and  very  often  the  shifting 
of  trout  which  will  follow  the  feed. — E.  Valentine 

CORKIE. 

Kennet. — The  May  Fly  during  the  past  week  have 
been  very  much  appreciated,  with  a  good  rise  each  day, 
and  heavy  baskets  secured  ranging  from  3^1b.  per  fish 
to  lib.  A  full  comxjlement  of  anglers  have  visited  the 
river  and  been  pleased  with  the  result.  On  Monday 
(June  10)  and  Tuesday  (June  11),  the  wind  has  been  some- 
what choppy  much  to  the  annoyance  of  visitors  and 
commoners.  The  stream  is  in  good  order  and  trout 
plentiful.  A  fall  of  rain  would  greatly  improve  the 
fishing. — Gnome. 

Iiake  District. — Four  days  of  cold,  blustering 
winds,  with  rain  and  hail  showers,  have  followed  a 
brief  spell  of  real  summer-like  weather.  Angling' 
which  It  was  hoped  last  week  had  entered  upon  better 
days  has  again  been  retarded ;  rivers  remain  low,  and 
few  anglers  consider  the  game  worth  the  candle.  It 
is  noteworthy  that  many  enthusiasts  have  not  yet 
this  season  cast  a  line.  Residents  within  easy  distance 
of  any  of  the  lakes  are  more  fortunate  ;  they  have  the 
water  with  them  always,  and,  other  conditions  being 
favourable,  can  take  advantage  of  circumstances  as 
they  arise.  The  upper  waters  of  the  Eden  are  probably 
affording  the  best  sport  in  the  district  during  the 
evenings,  some  baskets  of  from  one  dozen  to  three 
dozen  being  secured  last  week  end.  The  more  fortunate 
anglers  were  Messrs.  C.  H.  Smith,  A.  0.  Whitehead, 
E.  A.  Heelis,  and  G.  H.  Heelis.  The  Bustard  has  proved 
the  most  killing  lure. — Wbstmebia. 

Iiake  Vyrn-wy  (North  Wales).— Conditions  have 
been  favourable  for  good  fishing  on  the  lake ;  the  fish 
have  been  rising  well,  and  good  baskets  have  been 
made.  The  rivers  have  been  low,  but  since  the  "  Com- 
pensation "  water  has  been  turned  on  by  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  the  VyrLwy  has  been  well  flushed,  and 
the  fishing  has  been  exceptionally  good.  Captain 


Brewer  and  Mr.  Gaskell  have  been  making  very  fair 
baskets  every  day,  and  Mr.  West  has  done  well  also.  On 
the  river  good  baskets  have  been  made,  the  best  being 
Mr.  Garside's  of  thirty-four.  Tho  lake  fish  have 
averaged  Jib.  each,  and  on  the  river  they  run  about 
three  to  the  pound.  Small  flies  are  doing  brst,  the 
Gooh-y-Bondhu  being  the  most  killing. — LoNdDuii'T. 

Lark  (SXildenhall,  etc.). — Once  again  we  have 
opened  another  season  for  coarse  fish  of  all  kinds,  and 
thousands  of  our  angling  population  will  be  seen 
hurrying  to  the  various  railway-stations.  Possibly  no 
class  of  sportsmen  enjoy  themselves  more  thoroughly 
than  anglers,  many  of  whom  have  been  working  for 
many  weeks  or  months  in  big  towns  and  cities. 
These  are  the  men  who  revel  and  delight  in  the 
beauties  of  the  mead  and  river  side  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  who  are  very  anxious  to  get  a  look  at  their 
favourite  stream  and  swim.  Mr.  Howard,  of  London, 
and  several  others  had  a  little  journey  with  me  along 
the  Lark  stream  on  June  9,  and  were  surprised  at  the 
enormous  shoals  of  big  roach  and  dace  they  saw  as 
our  boat  glided  along  the  stream.  The  prospects  are 
exceptionally  good  this  season,  and  any  reader  of  tho 
Fishing  Gazette  who  may  wish  to  try  the  Lark  stream 
if  he  writes  to  Mr.  Howlett,  Angling  Secretary,  New- 
market, and  enclose  order  for  five  shillings,  I  will 
forward  him  a  ticket  for  the  season.— Raven. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — This  river  is  very  clear, 
but  to  make  up  for  that  seems  just  all  right  for  cattle 
to  graze  on — it  is  so  choked  up.  It  is  a  pity  that  such 
a  nice  little  stream  should  be  so  neglected. — W.  H.  E. 

JtVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  low  and  bright,  and  rain  is 
wanted  to  refresh  them.  Rain  has  threatened,  but 
keeps  off,  and  fishing  has  not  been  very  good  in  the 
daytime.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  and 
have  used  May  Fly,  which  the  trout  have  taken  well , 
and  some  very  nice  dishes  of  fish  have  been  landed.— 

GWYNNB. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Kingsland). — 

Rivers  are  very  low  and  clear.  The  May  Ply  is 
practically  gone,  and  has  been  of  very  little  use ;  it 
never  rose  thickly,  though  sufficient  to  tempt  the 
trout  were  they  so  minded.  Have  not  heard  of  what 
I  call  a  "  May  Fly  basket  "  being  taken  on  either  the 
Lugg  or  Arrow,  in  fact  the  best  sport  has  been  on  the 
Pinsley  where  a  few  fair  takes  were  made.  For  the 
coming  week  flies  should  be — Alder,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Caddis,  Spinners,  Owls,  and 
Coachman.  Minnow  fishing  is  now  at  its  best. — R. 
T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — It  is  generally  admitted 
that  the  prospects  for  the  season  about  to  commence 
are  very  promising.  There  are  plenty  of  fish,  and, 
with  favourable  conditions  as  to  weather,  good  sport 
is  anticipated.  Owing  to  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather, 
the  water  in  river  has  been  rather  low ;  weeds  havo 
grown  apace  in  some  parts,  and  may  prove  a  nuisanoa 
for  a  time.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  time  of  re- 
porting, Wednesday  (June  12),  there  is  a  faint  indica- 
tion of  coming  rain.  It  would  be  greatly  welcomed 
by  farmers  and  fishermen  alike.  The  river  is  very  low 
and  weedy,  and  a  good  freshet  would  work  wonders  iu 
the  way  of  improving  fishing  operations.  There  is  nj 
regular  rise  of  fly  daring  the  day  time.  Fish  move  a 
little  in  the  forenoon  sometimes,  and  may  be  taken 
with  the  floating  fly,  but  they  cannot  be  at  all 
depended  upon.  A  rod  at  Ottery  last  Monday 
(June  10)  creeled  two-and-a-half  brace  of  half-pounders 
with  the  Red  Quill.  The  only  reliable  time  for  a  rise 
now  is  at  9  p.m.,  when  for  perhaps  half-an-hour  the 
fish  are  on  the  feed.    Peel  are  not  yet  up. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots) — The  cutting  of  the  weeds  in  the 
river  has  taken  longer  than  was  expected,  but  it  will 
be  finished  to-morrow  (June  12),  and  the  weeds  will 
all  be  removed  a  day  or  two  later,  so  that  by  June  16 
they  will  all  be  cleared  away.  The  water  is  in  fine 
condition,  and  prospects  for  a  satisfactory  opening  of 
the  season  could  not  be  better. — W.  NASh. 

Plymouth. — We  want  some  rain  badly  for  the 
rivers.  There  has  been  very  poor  sport  during  the 
week,  very  few  fish  being  taken.  The  only  chance  to 
secure  a  basket  is  by  using  the  artificial  Grasshopper, 
Fernweb,  or  Wood  Fly,  and  dapping  in  the  wooded 
parts  where  you  cannot  throw  a  fly.  —  William 
Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech. — The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  very  favourable 
for  angling,  and  some  very  fair  sport  was  had  with 
trout  in  all  these  streams  and  their  smaller  tributaries. 
For  some  days  afterwards,  however,  the  conditions 
were  not  nearly  so  propitious,  as  cold  winds  prevailed, 
chiefly  from  the  east  and  north-west,  and  not 
much  was  done,  as  very  few  trout  could  be  induced 
to  rise  to  the  fly.  At  present  the  atmospheric 
conditions  are  again  much  more  favourable,  as  rain 
has  been  falling  steadily  for  some  time ;  with  a 
lowering  barometer  there  is  every  appearance  of  a 
continuance  of  it,  and  which  is  sadly  needed  both  on 
the  land  and  water. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  prospects  for  fishing 
iu  this  district  are  not  of  the  best.  The  river  is  very 
low,  and  of  a  nasty  green  colour  with  no  stream  ou  ^ 
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we  have  had  no  rain  for  more  than  a  month.  I  am 
a  raid  that  under  hotter  conditions  it  would  not  be 
much  use  fishing  yet  as  the  roach  have  not  got  over 
spawning. — W.  T.  Bainbhidge. 

Sussex  Streams,  Kivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
Rain  has  held  off  until  as  I  write  (Wednesday)  we 
have  had  in  the  south  a  welcome  shower.  During  the 
week  in  the  bright  water  but  few  trout  have  been 
taken  —  a  few  brace  of  small  fish  from  the  upper 
tributaries  of  the  Ouse,  and  these  by  worming  in  the 
pools.  My  method  in  clear  water  has  been  to  get  an 
assistant  with  a  pole  to  well  stir  up  the  top  pool,  thus 
clouding  the  water,  then  fish  successive  pools  down 
stream,  and  generally  successfully.  In  the  Wes 
Sussex  streams  trouting  has  been  a  blank ;  although 
fish  were  rising  the  artificial  lure  was  ignored.  And 
now,  if  our  Editor  does  not  cut  my  remarks,  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  prospects  of  the  opening  of 
coarse  fishing.  As  a  rule  all  waters  are  much 
too  bright  and  unless  we  get  a  good  downpour  the 
prospect  is  not  very  good.  Fish  seem  to  have  got  over 
the  spawning  and  cleansing  process,  and  rivers  are  not 
lacking  in  point  of  numbers.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
although  weeding  is  in  good  colour  and  with  favouraole 
weather  should  yield  good  results.  The  harbour 
fishermen  are  getting  sport  with  smelt,  bass  up  to 
4Jlb.,  and  a  few  mullet. — Geoege  P.  Saltbb. 

Taflf  (Llandowror.  Carmarthenshire).  —  Sport 
has  been  good  during  the  past  week,  and  some  fine 
baskets  of  trout  taken.  The  net  fishermen  down  by 
the  estuary  have  taken  several  large  sevrin.  We  could 
do  with  more  rain. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  too  low  and  clear  for  fly 
fishing.  Dace  have  been  taken  with  the  bait.  Net 
men  have  done  well  with  salmon;  a  boat  took  ten 
salmon  in  one  day. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  water  is 
low  and  weather  too  bright  for  much  sport  during  the 
day,  which  is  chiefly  confined  to  minnow  and  worm 
fishing  in  the  pools  —fly  fishing  chiefly  confined  to  the 
evening.  A  visitor  from  Penarth  caught  seven  and  a 
half  brace  of  splendid  trout  one  morning  last  week. 
Trout  are  plentiful,  but  water  too  low  yet  for  salmon 
to  come  up. — H. 

Teme  (laiidlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  running 
in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  getting  very 
low,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  both  the  farmers  and  anglers.  Fishing  has  been 
fairly  good  this  week,  and  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  The  May  Fly  has  been  up  and  trout  have 
been  feeding  iwell  on  it,  and  there  has  been  some 
fine  lots  of  trout  in  splendid  condition  landed.  The 
May  Fly  season  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  short  one, 
and  trout  after  the  gorge  will  lie  at  the  bottom  and 
not  look  at  any  bait  for  some  days.  There  has  been 
fair  sport  with  worm ;  minnow  has  accounted  for 
some  good  trout  in  early  morning  and  evening.  On 
Monday  morning  a  fine  lot  of  fish  were  taken — five  of 
.  the  fish  shown  us  scaled  over  lib.  each. 

  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 

clear,  but  is  getting  rather  low,  and  a  good  shower  of 
rain  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  and  would  refresh 
the  water  and  improve  the  fishing.  The  May  Fly  has 
been  up,  and  trout  have  been  taking  it  well.  The 
nights  have  been  cold,  and  the  season  will  soon  end. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  this  part,  and  the  fish 
have  been  on  the  feed,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout 
have  been  landed,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  in  this 
part  are  now  good.— Woecesteb. 

Trent  (Newark). — Probably  the  Trent  was  never 
running  so  low  and  fine  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  ;  what  should  be  the  shallows  in  many 
places  are  free  of  water.  Roach  and  bream  are  still 
scouring  amongst  the  weeds,  and  may  be  left  alone  for 
a  few  weeks.  Barbel  and  chub  are  on  the  rapid  scours, 
and  the  latter  will  provide  best  sport  to  the  fly-fisher- 
men, though  with  the  sport  should  come  their  return 
to  the  water.  Worm  fishing  for  flounders  and  eels 
will  best  repay  those  who  care  for  that  branch.  A 
most  successful  spawning  season  has  passed,  immense 
numbers  of  fry  are  to  be  observed  both  in  the  river 
and  the  Devon,  and  fewer  dead  and  diseased  fish  have 
been  noticed  than  for  several  years. — Teentsidee. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire). — 
The  river  up  here  is  in  good  order.  The  Bibury  Court 
waters  provided  some  grand  sport  for  Mr.  R.  B. 
Cooper's  many  friends,  one  gentleman,  besides  other 
sport,  creeling  three  brace.  Mr.  G.  Harold  Gibb's 
Ablington  Manor  water  produced  some  excellent  sport 
with  trout  of  from  fib.  up  to  2Jlb.,  myself  and  a 
friend  one  day  getting  a  pretty  creel  of  nine  brace 
averaging  nearly  lib.  each,  on  a  pink-bodied  buzz  May 
Fly  of  Ogden  and  Scotford's  tying.  The  Duke  of  Leeds, 
the  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  Mr.  Wilson  had  some 
grand  sport  on  the  Williamstrip  Park  waters,  fished 
from  the  New  Inn,  Coin  St.  AldvsTns,  the  duke's 
ovm  creel  amounting  to  no  less  forty-two  brace  up  to 
21b.  6oz.  each.  Mr.  Gardner-Bazley's  Hatherop  Castle 
waters  produced  a  lot  of  fine  trout,  so  also  did  Mr. 
A.  Palmer's  Quenington  waters.  There  was  a  splendid 
evening  rise  come  on  at  the  Brown  Alder  on  the 
Swan  water  on  Saturday,  June  8,  just  before  sundown 
in  which  I  managed  to  secure  a  brace  of  nice  trout. — 
Sheery  Spinner, 


Upper  Windrush  (Gloucestershire). — The  Upper 
Windrush  was  in  fair  order  forithe  May  Fly  fishings, 
and  some  nice  sport  was  had  around  Bourton-on-the- 
Water,  Sherborne  and  Windrush  with  trout  ranging 
from  ^Ib.  up  to  2Jlb.  Mr.  Brown  reports  a  fine  trout 
of  41b.  -weight  near  Burford,  and  two  or  three  other 
good  fish  have  been  killed  in  this  district,  whilst  a 
private  stretch  towards  Stand]  ake  has  provided  some 
capital  sport  to  the  lessees. — Dryply. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge) . — The  rivers 
here  are  now  extremely  low,  but  some  very  good  baskets 
have  been  caught  with  the  small  worm  during  the  last 
few  weeks.  During  the  evening  the  trout  rise  very  good 
to  the  fly,  that  is  from  8  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  We  are 
having  some  drizzling  rain  here  to-day  (Thursday),  but 
it  will  take  a  lot  of  rain  to  make  a  good  flood  now, 
which  is  wanted  badly. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Iiinoolnshire). — 
The  district  of  the  Witham  and  the  drains  about 
Boston  will  be  thronged  by  visitors  after  the  end  of 
this  week.  Most  of  the  favourite  fishing  places  on 
the  river  and  drains  are  expecting  an  influx  on 
Saturday.  The  Great  Northern  Railway  have  an- 
nounced their  ordinary  week-end  specials,  especially  for 
anglers'  accommodation.  Among  the  changes  an- 
nounced is  the  one  with  regard  to  Old  Teak  and  East 
Ville,  the  fare  being  fixed  at  4s.  each,  an  arrangement 
which  is  thought  to  be  very  satisfactory  by  Sheffield 
anglers.  It  is  stated  that  prospects  are  very  good, 
especially  among  bream,  and  the  bright  sunshine  of 
the  last  fortnight  has  caused  them  to  appear  in  shoals 
in  different  places,  and  no  doubt  these,  along  with  eels 
and,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  dabs,  will  afford 
plenty  of  sport  to  begin  with.  The  breeding  of  fish  on 
the  Foss  dyke  is  stated  to  be  very  late,  indeed  they 
have  no  place  for  breeding  scarcely  save  in  the  main 
water.  This  is  one  reason  for  the  decadence  of  late 
years. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  still  very  low  and  clear.  Anglers  have  been 
very  numerous,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  fish 
were  taken  up  to  Saturday,  a  few  with  the  May  Fly, 
and  these  were  chiefly  good  flsh.  A  gentleman  fishing 
the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  obtained  two  and  a  half 
brace  of  good  sized  trout,  and  a  young  man  fishiag 
near  Matlock  Bridge  took  one  trout,  l^lb.  The  May 
Fly  is  now  over,  and  tlie  fish  appear  to  be  glutted  up 
with  it,  as  we  can  see  great  lusty  trout  swimming  about. 
They  will  not  look  at  any  bait  that  is  shown  to  them, 
and  will  be  some  time  before  they  are  ravenous 
again.  Rain  is  badly  wanted,  and  until  we  get  some 
creels  will  be  light,  and  as  grayling  will  be  in  season  on 
J une  16,  we  shall  then  be  able  to  get  mixed  baskets. 
Flies  :— Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Ash  Dun.  Mr. 
Cooper's  little  Grey  Fly,  Sand  Fly,  and  Coachman  for 
evening. — Dotterel. 

Tare  (Brundall).  The  river  is  very  muddy  and 
sluggish,  and  prospects  are  not  brilliant  for  anglers 
on  Sunday.  The  upper  river  is  very  weedy  and 
bright,  and  nothing  will  be  done  except  in  early  morning 
and  late  evening. — W.  H.  E. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Costa,  etc. 
(Yorks.) — There  has  been  a  good  rise  of  the  May  Fly 
(Ephemera  Vulgata)  up  the  Yore  and  in  places  where 
a  few  years  ago  it  was  scarcely  ever  seen.  It  seems 
strange,  but  is  nevertheless  true.  I  have  observed  for 
some  years  a  great  increase  in  the  numbers  of  this  fly 
and  a  corresponding  decrease  of  the  Great  Brown, 
better  known  perhaps  as  the  March  Brown.  This 
is  also  the  experience  of  observant  "  Jim"  Blades, 
who  writes  me  from  Hawes  that  very  little  has 
been  done  there  with  either  the  Stone  Ply  or  the  May 
Fly,  but  that  Bustard  fishing  late  in  the  evening  has 
been  good.  I  have  found  the  fish  rise  pretty  well  at 
the  latter,  if  not  made  too  large,  the  Coachman  and 
the  Brown  Owl — they  are  all  capital  evening  flies. 
Several  otters  have  been  seen  this  week,  and  to-day 
(Saturday)  Mr.  Buckley  will  hunt  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ripon.  On  Monday  the  hounds 
meet  at  Masham,  and  on  Wednesday  they  will  hunt 
the  river  west  of  Cover  Bridge,  as  several  otters  have 
been  seen  lately.  Good  sport  is  anticipated.  Sport  has 
been  slack  up  the  Swale,  but  one  of  the  members  had 
eight  large  fish — one,  a  Loch  Lomond  trout,  which  he 
forwarded  for  preservation,  weighing  over  31b.  It  is 
strange  how  people  will  evade  the  law  ;  only  last  week 
a  parson  was  fined  at  Leyburn  for  fishing  without  a 
licence,  and  to-day,  at  Bedale,  James  Linskill,  a  game- 
keeper, pleaded  ignorance !  and  the  magistrate  took 
pity  on  him  and  let  him  off  by  paying  the  costs 
— 8s.  6d.  A  thorough  Yorkshireman  writes  me 
that  "nowt,"  at  least  nothing  worth  mentioning,  has 
been  done  up  the  Wharfe.  The  high  and  cold 
north-west   winds    of    the    past    few    days  have 


"Selbotbd  Hoksb  Haib."— Sample,  26  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  28.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knotted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  53.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  id.  each ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  E.  MlLUiP,  Northpm  Angler*' 
Ptppt,  19,  Sew  StatiOD-st'  get,  Lee^a. 


been  against  fly  fishermen,  and  the  few  fkh  that 
have  been  taken  have  been  caught  with  the  Bustard, 
Coachman,  Brown  Owl,  Knotted  Midge,  Alder  Fly 
and  Stone  Midge.  These  will  be  all  good  flies  for 
some  weeks  to  come.  Reports  from  the  Derwent, 
Nidd,  Costa,  etc.,  are  of  a  meagre  description  at 
present.  Prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  on  Monday  are  not  good.  Some  rain 
has  fallen  during  the  last  day  or  two,  but  not  sufficient 
to  slack  the  dust. — .John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  I;ecds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland,  N.B.)  —  On 

•June  1  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Campbell  (Uxbridge)  on 
Loch  Boarlan  had  fifty-six  trout  (161b.) ;  Mr.  Roper, 
)n  Loch  Cama,  thirty  (111b.) ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  thirty-eight  (111b.).  On  June  3  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty  (I2jlb.) ; 
Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  eighty-two  (22ilb.) ;  and 
Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty-eight  (I2lb.).  On 
June  4  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (3tlb.);  and  Mr.  Riper, 
on  Loch  Cama,  fifty-two  (171b.).  On  June  5  Colonel 
and  Mrs.  McLeod,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty  (131b.).  (Gale, 
boats  blown  off.)  On  June  6  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Campbell,  on  Loch  Urigill,  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
(301b.) ;  Colonel  and  Mrs.  McLeod,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
eighty  (231b.) ;  Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifty-two 
(I81b.) ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Cama,  201b.  On 
June  7,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  eighty-two  (271b.) ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  ninety  (211b.) ;  Mr.  Roper,  on  same  loch, 
eighty-eight  (231b.) ;  and  Colonel  and  Mrs.  McLeod, 
on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty  (ll^lb.).  On  June  8,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-two 
(161b.),  including  1  ferox  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Roper,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty-one  (lOJlb.) ;  and  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
McLeod,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifty  (171b.).— J.  M'D. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 
— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  c  itches 
of  trout  have  been  had.  Mr.  Kirkbride — June  3 
(46,  201b.) ;  4th  (121b.)  ;  6th  (26,  ll^lb.) ;  7th  (151b.). 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Shaw— 3rd  (111b.)  ;  4th  (60,  251b.) ; 
5th  (29,  101b.) ;  7th  (32,  131b.) ;  8th  (21,  101b.).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Straker— 3rd  (181b.) ;  4th  (15,  81b., 
and  1  ferox,  6ib.)  ;  5th  (58,  27|lb.);  6th  (30,  101b.); 
7th  (45,  151b.) ;  8th  (10,  5ilb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer— 
5th  (46,  141b.) ;  6th  (15,  6lb.) ;  8th  (12,  61b.).  Mr.  and 
Miss  Cathcart— 6th  (30,  101b.) ;  8th  (14,  5Jlb.).  Mr. 
Melville  White— 6th  (24,  9Jlb.) ;  8th  (11,  5Jlb  ).  Miss 
Cathcart  and  Mr.  Melville  White— 7th  (23,  81b.). 

Boaarbridge,  N.B.  —  Mr.  MacPherson,  Bridge 
Hotel,  was  out  on  Loch  Migdale  a  few  days  ago,  and 
in  a  few  hours'  fishing  landed  fourteen  trout,  5Jlb. 
As  rain  has  now  set  in  good  sport  is  expected. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Owing  to  the  continued 
dry  weather,  the  river  Deveron  is  very  low  and  clear. 
The  results  for  the  past  week  by  rod  and  net  have 
been  very  meagre.  With  the  exception  of  small 
baskets  of  trout  no  salmon  or  grilse  were  killed  by  the 
rod.  Grilse  are  now  appearing  in  the  river,  the  first 
for  the  season  being  caught  by  net  about  a  mile  from 
the  entrance  to  the  river.  Last  year  it  was  a  fort- 
night later  before  they  were  got  by  the  netsmen. 
It  was  a  small  fish  of  21b.  On  the  coast  the  number 
of  grilse  got  iri  the  bag  nets  at  the  various  stations  is 
increasing,  but  salmon  are  not  so  numerous  as  they 
were  during  the  month  of  May.  The  salmon  are  of 
good  size,  the  heaviest  weighing  over  201b.,  and  the 
average  121b.  to  141b.  Grilse  average  2Jlb.,  and  trout, 
which  are  not  in  very  good  condition,  llb."to  IJlb.  About 
one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  (June  11)  an  enthusi- 
astic angler  was  seen  whipping  the  waters  of  the 
Deveron  with  his  rod  and  line  on  the  free  water  below 
the  Banff  Bridge.— H.W. 

Deveron  (Kuntly). — During  the  last  few  weeks 
anglers  have  not  been  getting  heavy  baskets,  the 
best  I  have  heard  of  only  reaching  8.^1b.  The  season, 
now  practically  finished  as  far  as  fly-fishing  is  con- 
cerned, has  not  been  nearly  up  to  the  average.  We 
have  had  fine  weather  for  outing,  but  for  angling  I 
think  I  am  pretty  nearly  correct  when  I  say  that 
during  the  whole  season  we  have  not  had  one 
thoroughly  fresh,  genial  day  for  the  angler,  hence 
the  baskets  were  much  lighter  than  we  have  seen 
in  former  seasons.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Deveron  for  several  seasons  unite  in  saying  this  is  the 
poorest  they  have  had,  and  those  who  have  tried  this 
season  for  the  first  time  feel  rather  disappointed.  We 
have  not  had  any  rise  of  water  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  anglers  are  anxious  for  a  spate  in  order  that  we 
may  have  a  run  of  grilse  and  salmon. — Drake  Wing. 

luchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had.  Mr.  Harvie  Brown — June  1  (1,  2.Jlb., 
and  1  ferox,  51b) ;  3rd  (30,  51b.) ;  4th  (8,  71b.) ;  6th 
(24,  81b.) ;  7th  (16,  7Alb.) ;  8th  (20,  6Jlb.).  Mr.  Haw- 
kins—1st  (6,  51b.,  and  1  ferox,  91b.) ;  4th  (20,  7ilb.) ; 
6th  (12,  olb.)  ;  7th  (30, "  111b.) ;  8th  (27,  81b.).  Mr. 
Hurst— 3rd  (30,  101b) ;  4th  (18,  71b.) ;  6th  (16,  61b.) ; 
7th  (19,  Clb.) ;  8th  (9,  4Jlb.).  Mr.  Corstorphine  and 
Captain  Ducat— 3rd  (48,  IClb.)  ;  4th  (86,  121b.) ;  6th 
(50,  161b.) ;  7th  (24,  91b.) ;  8th  (40,  14^1b.).   Mrs.  Lea 
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—3rd  (4,  mh.).  Mr.  Lee— 6th  (20,  81b).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lee— 7th  (29,  71b.).  Colonel  Flavor— 6th  (27 
121b.) :  7th  (10,  61b.).  Colonel  and  Mrs."  Playor-8th 
(19,  61b  ).  Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling— 8th  (12,  81b.). 
Waters  very  low,  want  .spate  badly.— W.  Wallace. 

Lochinver  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— There  is  very 
little  water  in  the  lochs,  and  our  rivers  are  almost 
dry.  Yellow  trouting  doing  very  well,  and  they  are  in 
very  good  condition.  A  good  many  trouters  are  now  at 
work.  Average  number  of  trout  to  each  per  day,  say, 
thirty;  average  weight  rather  better  than  three  to  the 
pound. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  June  5,  the  following  had 
trout:— Mr.  Bankart,  16;  Mr.  Turnbull,  10;  Messrs. 
Richardson  ar  d  Wood,  8  ;  Mr.  Scott,  7 ;  Messrs.  Dray- 
son  and  Burrell,6;  Mr.  Stubbs,  5;  Mrs.  Richardson 
and  Mis  Wood,  5 ;  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  3.  On  June  6, 
"  Craigellachie,"  8  ;  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Wood,  7  ; 
Misses  Stubbs  and  Hanson,  6 ;  Mrs.  Richardson  and 
Miss  Wood,  5 ;  Mr.  Stubbs,  4  ;  Mr.  Turnbuil,  3 ;  Mr. 
Wotherspoon,  2.  On  June  7,  Mr.  Stubbs,  8  ;  Messrs. 
Richardson  and  Wood,  6;  Mr.  Turnbull,  5;  Messrs. 
Dravson  and  Burrell,  5  ;  Mr.  Whittaker,  11.  On  June 
10,  Mr.  Turnbull,  11 ;  Mr.  Ewing,  7 ;  Mr.  Ross,  7  ; 
Major-Gen.  Campbell,  6  ;  Mr.  Stubbs,  4  ;  Mr.  Somer- 
ville,  4  ;  Bailie  Crawford,  4  ;  Misses  Stubbs  and  Hanson, 
3. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Lochness  (royers). — Fishing  from  Foyers  Hotel 
on  June  3,  Mr.  Dodd  had  eighteen  trout,  91b.,  and 
Colonel  Egerton,  six  trout,  51b.,  on  Loch  Mhor;  Mr. 
Tilston  had  one  salmon,  111b.,  on  Loch  Ness.  On  the 
4th,  Mr.  Dodd,  one  salmon,  121b.,  on  Loch  Ness.  On 
the  5th,  Dr.  Calcott,  one  salmon,  81b.,  on  Loch  Ness. 
On  the  6th,  Dr.  Calcott,  fourteen  trout,  71b.',  on  Loch 
Mhor ;  Colonel  Egerton,  six  trout,  31b.  On  the  7th, 
Dr..  Calcott,  eight  trout,  31b.,  on  Loch  Ness;  Dr. 
Dodds,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Colonel  Egerton  and  Colonel 
Lovett,  twelve  trout,  51b.,  on  Loch  Mhor.  On  the  8th, 
Dr.  Calcott,  sixteen  trout,  61b.,  on  Loch  Mhor  :  Colonel 
Egerton  and  Colonel  Lovett,  six  trout,  2^1b.,  Dr.  and 
Mr.  Dodd,  sixteen  trout,  41b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Rnthven.— On  June  6,  Mr.  F.  Kelly  and 
friend  had  forty-two  trout,  16Jlb. ;  on  June  7,  twenty- 
seven  trout,  111b.,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  and  friend, 
thirty-six  trout.  On  June  8,  Mr.  F.  Kelly  and  friend, 
twenty-one  trout,  9lb.— J.  Graham  &  Co. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).  —  The  following 
catches  of  trout  have  been  had  :  On  June  3,  Rev. 
Mr.  Douglas  thirty-six,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ruston,  eight, 
9§lb. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  eleven,  7Jlb.  On  June  4,  Rev. 
Mr.  Douglas  four,  3|lb. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  thirteen, 
71b.;  Mr.  Ruston,  fifieen,  7^lb.  On  June  5,  Messrs. 
Payne  twenty-one,  91b. ;  Dr.  Pringle,  five,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Ruston,  seventeen,  71b.  On  June  6,  Colonel 
Dixon  seventeen,71b.;  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas,  twenty-seven, 
131b.;  Mr.  Ruston,  twelve,  6  J  lb.  On  June  7,  Colonel 
Dixon  seventeen,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Ruston,  twenty-eight, 
101b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas,  fourteen,  121b.  ;  Dr.  Pringle, 
forty,  181b. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  nineteen,  151b.  On  June  8, 
Colonel  Dixon  five,  fjlh. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  thirteen, 
81b. ;  Dr.  Pringle,  thirty,  151b.  On  June  10,  Mr. 
Buston  thirteen,  5Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  three,  41b. ; 
Dr.  Pringle,  four,  41b. ;  Mr.  Wilkie,  one,  IJlb.— A.  M. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Few  fish  have  been 
running,  and  those  few  are  not  resting  in  the  pools 
much  below  the  mid-reaches.  On  the  upper  waters 
again  the  bulk  of  the  spiing  migration  is  now 
being  met  with,  and  sport  is  exceedingly  bright, 
especially  on  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral  and 
the  reaches  above  it.  On  the  Invercauld  waters 
Mrs.  Illingworth  and  Master  Percy  Illingworth  had 
some  nice  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  161b.  On  the 
Bal'ater  waters  Mr.  Bristoe's  party  are  having  a  very 
gccd  rime  of  it,  and  on  Balmoral,  the  Royal  waters,  the 
keepers  are  creeling  three,  four,  and  five  fish  daily. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made  in  the  side 
streams  about  Banchory  and  Culter.  Till  we  get 
more  water  angling  will  be  at  a  standstill.  A  very  severe 
thunderstorm  passed  over  the  North  of  Scotland  on 
June  9.  On  the  Don  trout  are  now  taking  to  the 
streams,  and  what  good  baskets  have  been  made  have 
been  to  the  natural  bait  in  the  rapids  and  necks  of 
pools.  The  Kintore  and  Inverurie  anglers  are  making 
very  fair  baskets  to  the  May  Ply,  as  it  is  called,  or 
Yellow  Dun.  On  the  Ugie  Mr.  Ingram  had  a 
basket  of  101b.  on  Thursday  (June  6),  and  others 
have  had  similar  sport,  including  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Edgington,  Mr.  Pyper,  Mr.  Taylor,  etc.  On  the 
Deveron,  on  Mr.  Porter's  fishings,  Mr.  G.  T. 
Balfour-Kinnear,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  who  has  rented 
Marnoch  Lodge  for  a  couple  of  months,  had  a  very 
good  opening  week  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  trout, 
scaling  661b.— average  two  to  the  pound.  On  the 
Corniehaugh  section  Mi.  Collier  and  party  creeled  one 
hundred  and  ninty  eight  trout,  scaling  921b.  On  the 
Beauly  and  Conon  angling  has  been  very  poor  for  a 
week  or  two.  Captain  Hon.  E.  O.  Murray  landed  a 
nice  salmon  of  131b.  on  the  Beauly,  and  Mr.  Thornly 
had  three  of  131b.,  121b  ,  and  111b.,  in  addition  to  a 
grilse  of  31b.  On  Tuesday  last,  the  Beaufort  party 
creeled  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  a  grilse  of  31b.— G.M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
^he  anglers  out  during  the  past  week  included  Count 
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de  Serra  Largo,  Tain ;  Mr.  Robson,  Sunderland ; 
Mr.  Beard,  Birkenhead ;  Colonel  Sharp,  Carlisle ; 
Messrs.  Hardinge  and  Wood,  Liverpool ;  Rev.  Canon 
Faber,  Doncaster ;  Mr.  Newlands,  Aberdeen;  and 
others.  The  waters  fished  were  the  various  beats  on 
Loch  Shin,  Loch  Merkland,  and  Loch  Griam.  As 
full  details  would  take  up  too  much  space,  it  may  be 
stated  in  a  general  way  that  baskets  ran  from  one 
dozen  to  thirty-eight  trout,  and  up  to  13Jlb.  in  weight. 
In  several  cases  baskets  of  trout  averaged  Jib.  each. 
Climatic  conditions  now  improving  and  good  sport 
anticipated. — B. 

i    Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg^,  N.B.).— 

During  the  past  week  the  neighbouring  lochs  were 
sfished  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Collins,  Mr.  Hardinge,  Messrs. 
.Wood,  R.  Finlayson,  and  others.  Full  details  for  the 
■week  need  not  be  given  here,  but  the  heavy  average 
weight  of  trout  may  be  judged  by  quoting  some  of  the 
.baskets  made  :— Twenty  trout,  151b. ;  nineteen,  141b. ; 
jtwenty-five,  101b.  Heaviest  trout,  2ilb.  Mr.  Finlay- 
•  son  made  a  basket  of  trout  which  averaged  lib. 
■each. — B. 

'    South  of  Scotland,— The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Sol  way  remain  in  much  the  same  condition  as  they 
were  last  week.     Several  thundershowers  have  fallen, 
but  the  waters  are  still  low.    Angling  has  been  very 
poor  indeed  on  the  most  of  the  streams,  and  few  sea- 
trout  are  being  caught  even  by  those  who  are  at  it  late 
at  night  and  during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 
The  clear  water  worm  has  accounted  for  several  baskets 
of  yellow  trout,  and  the  Bustard  Ply  has  been  successful 
here  and  there  after  dark.    In  the  Annan  angling  is 
at  present  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  possibly  there  may  not 
.be  much  itnprovement  until  the  herling  make  "their 
.appearance  in  July,  when  these  fine  sporting  trout  are 
]  due.    It  is  to  be  trusted  that  a  good  flood  will  take 
place  before  the  end  of  June,  as  a  flood  in  July  is  not 
;  considered  good  for  the  herling  fishing.    In  the  Nith 
as  also  in  the  Galloway  rivers  angling  is  very  in- 
,  different  at  present.    On  the  Ayrshire  lochs  a  number 
_  of  visitors  have  had  fair  baskets.  On  Loch  Doon,  near 
;  Dalmellington,  a  number  of  gentlemen  have  had  nice 
i  creels,  and  several  visitors  have  been  putting  up  at 
;  the  Eglinton  Hotel.  Weather  more  unsettled  looking,, 
with  thunder  daily. — Heatherbell. 
;    Spey  (Morayshire).— Little  was  done  by  anglers 
last  week.    On  the  Glengrant  water,  the  other  day, 
!  Major  Grant  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
141b.  and  71b.,  and  Miss  Grant  one  of  121b.  Excellent 
.  sport  was  enjoyed  at  Lochindorb  by  the  Seafield 
,  Angling  Club  when  on  their  annual  outing  on  June  7, 
■  the  competition  was  keen. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  slight  advantage  to  anglers  arising  from  the 
recent  sraall  rise  and  discolouration  of  the  rivers  has 
now  passed  away,  and  there  is  now  very  little  doing, 
either  among  trout  or  salmon.  The  only  chance  for 
salmon  is  in  the  Dubs,  with  plenty  of  breeze.  On 
Sprouston  Dub  on  Saturday  (June  8),  Mr.  T.  Pringle 
had  three  salmon,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  Monday 
]  (June  10)  on  the  same  cast,  one  of  111b.,  and  Wednesday 
[  (June  12)  one  of  111b,  losing  another  just  at  the 
netting.  Trout  fishing  is  almost  a  blank  ;  the  bottom  of 
the  rivers  are  so  foul  that  they  keep  to  feeding  on  the 
bottom  and  won't  rise  even  to  fly  in  the  evening.  The 
only  decent  takes  to  hand  are  three  lots  caught  on  the 
Teviot,  Mr.  W.  Mercer  with  worm  on  Monday  (June  10) 
had  91b.,  and  Wednesday  (June  12)  41b.,  and  Mr.  J. 
,  Brown  51b.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — This  river  has  continued  to  get  lower  since 
last  report,  and  all  the  reaches  are  now  in  good  angling 
order  and  trout  rising  freely.  There  are  a  few  grilse 
'  in  the  section  between  Carouroe  and  Coleraine,  but 
they  will  soon  be  as  far  up  as  Lough  Neagh,  as  there  is 
yet  plenty  of  water  to  take  them  over  all  the  weirs. 
Mr.  A.  Meenan,  Belfast,  in  five  days  at  Toome,  took 
fifty  pike,  from  lib.  to  41b.  At  Portglenone,  on  10th 
inst.,  he  took  fourteen  trout,  scaling  121b.  There  have 
been  more  trout  taken  on  this  section  of  the  river 
during  the  present  season  than  on  all  the  others.  On 
the  Carouroe  reach  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  landed  nine 
salmon,  scaling  from  81b.  to  161b.,  and  one  grilse,  51b. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  had  three  salmon  in  two  days,  101b., 
111b.,  and  121b.  Some  large  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  Kilrea  reach,  all  to  the  wet  fly. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Several  gentlemen  out  on 
the  Woodburn  Dams  had  excellent  trouting,  but  we 
have  not  heard  particulars.  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite, 
whilst  fishing  the  Middle  South  Dam  last  week,  killed 
a  fine  fish  of  5Jlb.  The  Six-mile  water  is  rather  low, 
but  at  "the  Sallys"  on  Monday  Mr.  J.  Carvill  had 
amongst  other  fibh  one  of  31b.,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Hunter  had  several.  On  a  local  water  a  gentleman 
killed  71b.  of  roach  on  the  fly  on  Monday.  Last  week 
about  two  miles  of  the  Clady  were  ruined  for  the 
season  by  a  gang  of  poachers  liming  and  netting  it, 
taking  out  hundreds  of  fish  and  leaving  hundreds  dead 
in  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).  —  May  Fly-fishing  on 
the  Aughnacloy  sections  of  the  Blackwater  was  pretty 
good  since  the  rise  came  on  at  the  cornmencement  of 
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jthis  month.  Mr.  William  Irwin  and  friends  had 
several  good  bags  of  large  trout  in  the  past  week. 
Trouting  on  the  Benburb  sections  has  been  greatly 
restricted  this  season,  as  the  owner,  Mr.  James  Bruce, 
D  L.,  Benburb  Castle,  has  limited  the  rods  on  what 
was  formerly  free  water.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyle.— The  first  May  Fly  season  of  the  new 
century  will  be  finally  over  before  these  lines  are  in 
print,  and  to  the  old  Green  Drake  fisherman  it  was 
■certainly  a  bit  disappointing,  but  the  gentlemen  who 
■were  never  at  Boyle  before  were  quite  satisfied.  The 
.•fly  made  its  first  appearance  on  May  5,  and  on  May  11 
very  fine  bright  weather  set  in,  with  a  light  east  wind. 
'On  May  15  the  trout  on  Moybury  were  having  a  real 
■good  time  of  it,  as  every  fly  that  rested  for  any  length 
:on  the  water  was  soon  captured  and  brought  imder 
again,  but  the  weather  being  so  fine  the  fly  gave  very 
dittle  chance  to  the  trout,  it  preferring  to  get  away 
among  the  green  leaves,  where  its  short  life  might  be 
I'more  enjoyably  spent.  The  reason  why  our  May  Fly 
■season  at  Boyle  was  not  a  record  one  is  simply 
I  this — the  fly,  as  stated  above,  commenced  making 
•its  appearance  from  the  6th  to  the  11th,  and  on  the 
;latter  date  the  weather  turned  extremely  fine, 
[and  continued  so  without  a  single  shower  until  the 
morning  of  May  27.  We  had  three  good  fishing  days 
then,  and  on  May  30  it  commenced  such  a  storm, 
which  lasted  for  three  whole  days,  just  the  time  fishing 
;was  at  its  best.  The  result  was  all  the  flies  that  were 
prepared  to  leave  their  shell  were  drowned,  and  swept 
:  in  on  the  shores  in  thousands.  Consequently,  the  fish 
must  have  fed  so  much  on  the  drowned  flies  that  it 
kept  them  from  rising  freely  during  the  remainder  of 
the  season.  Had  this  storm  not  come,  we  here  believe 
it  would  have  been  a  notable  May  Fly  season  to  com- 
mence the  century  with.  The  best  day's  fishing  I  saw 
was  May  26,  on  Gara,  seven  boats  bringing  in  fifty-three 
good  trout.  Of  course  there  wei'e  several  more  boats 
out  that  I  did  not  see  land,  but  afterwards  heard 
they  all  had  good  spoit.  Our  lakes  here  being 
large,  and  gentlemen  being  fo  much  separated,  I 
could  not  get  half  the  results,  but  I  send  what 
I  can  rely  upon  as  being  correct.  I  believe  Mr. 
Frank  Elliott  and  his  brother,  who  arrived  from 
England  just  in  good  time,  had  the  best  ten  days, 
They  spent  all  their  time  on  Gara ;  one  killed  ninety 
trout  in  ten  days.  Colonel  Butler,  London,  had  not 
his  usual  luck  on  Arrow,  as  he  got  only  thirty-seven, 
which  averaged  a  little  over  21b.  each,  his  largest  fish 
being  51b.,  and  his  best  day  seven  trout.  Major  Bunny 
and  Mr.  McTaggart  got  over  forty  fish  from  the  large 
lakes,  and  their  two  best  days  from  the  small  lakes 
were  sixty  trout,  which  averaged  very  near  lib.  each. 
Major  Bunny's  best  fish  was  71b.,  but  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
beat  him  by  9oz.,  as  he  killed  a  beauty  of  7ib.  9oz., 
which  he  sent  to  Williams  of  Dublin  to  get  set 
up.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  son  got  over  thirty  fish 
on  Arrow.  I  think  Mr.  Ross  can  claim  the  best 
day's  fishing,  as,  on  May  29,  he  had  among 
his  catch  four  fish,  weighing  201b.,  but  Mr.  E.  Kilded 
heads  the  list  of  large  ones  with  an  8^-potuider.  Mr. 
Pirn,  fishing  Arrow  for  ten  days,  killed  tifty-six  troutj 
and  Mr.  Wel!and  for  a  short  stay  got  twenty-seven  on 
same  lake.  Mr.  Sword,  London,  had  very  fair  sport. 
He  arrived  early  and  fished  the  season  out ;  still,  his 
largest  fish  was  only  4^1b.  Monday,  June  10,  the  day 
previous  to  his  leaving,  I  took  him  to  Corbally,  where 
the  trout  from  now  to  end  of  season  will  average  lib. 
each.  We  were  fairly  lucky  in  getting  to  our  two  rods 
twenty-nine  nice  trout,  all  with  the  artificial  fly. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland  did  fairly  well  on  Arrow, 
getting  thirty  trout,  which  went  very  near  averaging 
31b.  Amongst  the  other  gentlemen  who  were  fishing 
at  Boyle  were  Mr.  Bull,  Mr.  Brassy,  Mr.  Walmesly, 
Mr.  Cunnah,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Croft,  Col.  Tedmarsh, 
Mr.  Salvin,  Mr.  Stewart,Mr.  Queegan,  Gapt.  Thompson, 
whose  best  day  on  Gara  was  seven  trout,  largest  51b. ; 
Mr.  Stearns,  Mr.  Wheeley,  Mr.  Thornborough,  Canon 
Parker,  Mr.  Diggs,  Mr.  Russell,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Col.  Durrant.  All  of  above  were  well  satisfied,  and  a 
good  many  have  made  arrangements  to  return  for  the 
September  fishing,  and  near  all  my  boats  are  engaged 
for  next  season. — G.  Taylor. 

Castleto^wn  (co.  Cork). — Good  sport  is  now  beipg 
had  in  different  departments  of  sea  angling  around 
here.  On  one  day  four  gentlemen  had  126  gurnard, 
64  whiting,  11  pollack,  and  15  miscellaneous  fish! 
Other  good  takes  were  had,  but  it  would  take  up  too 
much  space  to  give  full  details.  In  the  deep  sea 
fishing  departments  large  numbers  of  haddock,  ling, 
congers,  etc.,  were  had.  The  outlook  is  quite  as  good 
for  the  next  few  days,  as  the  sea  is  rather  rough  and 
the  glass  is  falling. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  weather 
was  very  bright  and  hot  fur  most  of  the  past  week,  but 
there  was  some  fine  sport  obtained  on  the  Erne. 
Captain  Cliff  lauded  one  salmon  of  161b.  on  7th  inst. ; 
Mr.  Geo.  Davies  landtd  one  salmon  of  141b.  on  10th 
inst. ;  and  on  the  same  day  Sir  H.  Robertson  landed 
five  salmon  of  161b.,  151b.,  141b.,  13ib.  and  l:ilb. 
respectively ;  Captain  D'Arcey  Irvine  landed  two 
salmon,  of  151b:  and  I21b  ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson 
landed  one  of  181b.,  and  Mr,  B.  A.  J^nlli  landed  one 
salrnon  pf  81b.    JJr.  R.  Creighton  landed  one  salmoj^ 
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of  171b.  on  -Tune  11;  Sir  H.  Robertson  landed 
two  salmon,  of  16;Vlb.  and  141b.,  on  the  same  day ;  and 
a  Mr.  Johnston  took  two  salmon  on  June  10,  one 
of  them  211b.  Mr.  E.  A.  Ralli  landed  one  salmon 
of  161b.,  on  June  11,  and  unfortunately  lost  five 
others.  The  May  Fly  on  Lough  Erne  has  not  been 
a  success  up  to  time  of  writing,  although  some  fine 
trout  up  to  61b.  were  taken  on  it  during  the  past  week. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erriff  River  (Killary  Bay,  Connemara).— 
There  was  a  small  flood  at  the  beginning  of  last  week,  but 
little  fishing  was  done.  We  had  not  enough  wind,  and 
what  little  there  was  was  blowing  from  north-east. 
One  angler  had  capital  play  from  a  spring  fish  which 
ran  all  his  line  out,  and  after  being  twenty  minutes 
on  finally  broke  away.  During  the  past  few  days  water 
has  been  too  low  to  fish,  but  now  rain  is  falling  again 
and  good  sport  anticipated.  The  ErrifE  is  usually  let 
to  private  parties,  but  this  season  is  open  during  June 
and  July,  so  that  anglers  staying  at  Leenane  Hotel  can 
obtain  tickets.  Mr.  Moir,  who  is  fishing  from  this 
hotel,  tells  me  that  though  salmon  are  not  rising 
there  are  plenty  of  them  to  be  seen  lying  in  the  pools. 
On  Friday  (June  7)  this  angler  fished  on  Dhulough, 
and  caught  the  best  white  trout  (4Jlb.)  taken  from 
the  lake  this  season  on  the  fly.  Trolling  is  not 
permitted  on  any  of  the  waters  in  connection  with 
the  Dhulough  fishing.  Fishing  on  Lough  Corrib 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  Mr.  Clesham  got  fair  sport; 
on  Wednesday  (June  5)  he  had  two  good  pike  and 
four  perch  ;  on  Thursday  (June  6),  sixty  brown 
trout;  Saturday  (June  8),  three  pike,  best  111b.,  and 
several  perch.  A  lady  angler  landed  a  splendid  pike 
of  321b.  on  Tuesday  last  (June  11) ;  he  was  taken  near 
the  old  Castle  Kirke  at  Maam.  Favourable  reports  are 
to  hand  of  sport  obtained  on  Lough  Nambrackbragh. 
One  evening  two  rods  got  fifteen  trout,  best  2|lb.,  in 
an  hour-and-a-half.  Weather  has  been  too  bright  to 
fish  during  the  day.  In  1899  two  thousand,  and  last 
year  four  thousand,  rainbow  trout  were  put  in  this 
lake  by  Captain  Thomson  and  Mr.  McKeown,  besides 
many  trout  in  other  lakes  in  the  district,  and  all  are 
doing  extremely  well.  Sea  fishing  on  Killary  BaT — 
average  catch  during  last  week  for  two  lines,  sixty 
whiting  and  six  whiting  pollock  daily. — R.  H. 
McKeown. 

Kerry  Kivers. — Sport  has  been  backward  in  all 
departments  on  the  principal  Kerry  rivers  since  last 
report,  owing  chiefly  to  the  fish,  from  some  unaccount 
able  reason,  rising  badly. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Salmon  angling  has  been  backward, 
l)ut  brown  trout  have  given  generally  good  sport. 
The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much 
improved,  as  the  weather  conditions  are  now  favour 
able.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- 
Salmon,  peel,  and  sea-trout  are  coming  up  in  good 
numbers.  The  lake  is  now  well  supplied  with  sea- 
trout,  and  a  good  season  is  looked  forward  to. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOVLgh.  Mask. — Mr.  Wjatt  and  party,  three  rods, 
fishing  from  the  Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe,  on  June 
10,  killed  on  the  fly  trout  weighing  IG^lb.,  and  a 
gil'laroo  of  6Jlb.  The  above  party  spent  ten  days  at 
the  Cloiibur  end  of  the  lake,  but  found  the  fishing  from 
the  Ballinrobe  end  better,  larger  fish  being  obtainable 
on  the  fly— T.  Stanners. 

Lough  Melvin. — Trouting  continues  good,  and  fair 
sport  was  had  amongst  the  Gillarooes  and  brown  trout, 
by  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Bundoran,  Kinlough, 
Belleek,  etc.,  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  A.  Culleu 
landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  10,  and  Mr.  H.  Mullen 
took  a  brown  trout  of  51b.,  and  a  Gillarooe  trout  of 
2Wb.  trolling  on  June  8.  Weather  favourable  for 
angling  at  time  of  writing,  and  sport  good. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons, 


Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— The  grilse  are  now  to  be  seen  in  large 
numbers  in  the  different  pools  in  the  river,  but  very 
few  are  passing  the  salmon  weirs  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  Mr.  Browne  had  two  grilse,  31b  and  4  Jib. ; 
Mr.  S.  Haughton,  one  salmon,  13Jlb.,  two  grilse,  2^1b. 
and  41b.  ;  Mr.  Scroop,  one  salmon,  111b.,  one  grilse, 
3!b. ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  C. 
Kirkwood,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  4Jlb.  Sea  trout  anglers 
are  having  good  sport ;  trout  anglers  on  the  loughs 
are  doing  well  also.  Mr.  C.  W.  Barton  took  five  pike, 
131b.,  171b.,  171b.,  201b.,  and  25Jlb.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Pontoon  (co.  Mayo).— Grilse  have  been  running 
very  well  since  June  1,  and  large  numbers  are  in  the 
pools  at  Pontoon  Bridge.  Mr.  Thornhill  killed  three 
grilse,  Major  Eraser  two  grilse,  Mr.  Meyers  one  salmon, 
141b.  They  also  killed  seventy-seven  trout  during 
week,  weighing  861b. ;  four  nice  pike,  largest  141b. 
Trout  are  taking  more  freely  now,  as  the  weather  is  cool 
and  dull.  Mr.  Roche  has  killed  two  grilse  at  Pontoon 
Bridge  during  week.— P.  Healy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe)  —  For 
want  of  a  freshet  in  the  river  the  grilse  are  sticking  to 
the  estuary,  but  they  are  bound  to  come  up  soon,  as 
we  had  some  rain  last  night,  and  it  looks  as  though 
we  are  in  for  a  rattling  good  downpour,  and  then  for 
the  sport.  For  the  same  reason — low  water — salmon 
fishing  has  been  bad  this  week. .  Mr.  A.  Mackintosh, 
of  Brighton,  killed  one  salmon,  201b.,  and  Mr.  Gotham 
got  a  grilse,  61b.  Mr.  R.  Buckworth  continues  to  make 
good  bags  of  beautiful  trout  on  my  water  daily.  His 
brother,  Mr.  Ted  Buckworth,  has  joined  him  this 
week,  and  he,  too,  is  having  nice  sport  with  the  big 
river  trout  on  same  stretch.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass  and 
Mrs.  Malpass  have  their  fishing  quarters,  Abbey  View, 
Killaloe,  for  the  Royal  Victoria  Hotel,  Killarney, 
where  they  intend  to  remain  for  some  time  for  the 
fishing  in  that  charming  region.  On  June  11,  Mr.  Ted 
Buckworth  landed  twenty-seven  trout,  several  of  them 
weighing  lib.  and  l|lb.  each;  on  the  previous  two 
afternoons  he  got  nineteen  and  seventeen. — S.  J. 

HUBLEY. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— In  my  report 
of  last  week  there  is  an  error.  The  account  of  the 
fishing  on  Lough  Derravaragh  should  read :  11,7,5, 
8,  5,  6,  8,  5,  7  trout  (not  lb.)  per  boat  in  one  day ; 
trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  71b.  The  Green  Drake  have 
now  disappeared  off  all  the  lakes,  and  as  the  trout  are 
feeding  on  the  newly  hatched-out  perch  fry,  it  is  rare 
to  take  one  even  with  the  choicest  of  artificial  flies. 
Trolling  natural  bait,  including  minnows,  is  about  the 
only  plan  to  secure  a  good  fish.  An  account  has  just 
reached  me  of  a  trout  of  141b.  having  been  taken  last 
week  by  this  means  on  Lough  Ennell.  A  new  rise  of 
Green  Drake  will  appear  on  this  lake  in  August,  and 
sport  is  often  very  good  during  the  month. — T.  J .  W. 
SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux  (June  8).— On  several  days  lately  people 
have  tried  their  divining-rods  "  dowsing  "  for  trout  in 
the  Rhone  Valley  waters,  encouraged  by  the  presence 
of  the  May  Fly,  and  not  without  success,  some  good 
trout  having  been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
streams.  The  Rhone  itself  has  been  so  high  and  so 
muddy  as  to  be  quite  unfishable.  The  season  has 
again  opened  for  net  fishing,  etc.,  on  the  lake,  after  a 
short  close  season  in  May.  I  have  to  report  two  or 
three  days  on  the  Stockalper,  tearing  through  herbage 
and  reeds,  the  water  alwav  s  coloured  and  the  fish  kept 
down  by  thunder,  or  on  the  calm  days  it  became  a 
case  of  "  the  perpendicular  rays  of  the  sun  "  ....  and 
"the  fishes  beginning  to  sweat,"  those  I  caught  being 
decidedly  moist.  As  the  sun  declined  towards  the 
mountains  and  their  shadows  fell  across  the  stream, 
an  evening  rise  took  place,  heavy  trout  and  half- 
pounders  being  on  the  feed,  which  usually  outlasted 
the  time  to  catch  the  train  at  Vouvry ;  still  three  and 
five  were  taken  more  than  once  in  the  last  hour,  some 
between  IJlb.  and  21b.  I  found  the  smallest  sized 
May  Flies,  by  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  best  lor  casting,  and 
good  enough  to  raise  marked  fish  or  others  that  were 
roaming  around.  I  know  of  twenty-one  decent  trout 
taken  by  four  people  iu  the  last  few  days. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  very  choppy  weather  so 
far  this  week,  too  rough  for  boat  angling.  On  June  9 
the  sea  was  as  calm  as  a  lake  ;  numbers  of  boat  anglers 
off  over  the  "Hospital"  and  other  grounds,  and 
mackerel  "  schooling  "  close  in,  going  cast,  and  seine 
net  boats  off.  To-day  (12th)  wind  west,  roughish  sea, 
and  welcome  rainfall. — H. 

Crouch  (Burnham).— A  good  number  of  visitors 
were  down  here  on  June  8,  amongst  whom  were  about 
a  dozen  sea  anglers  who  tried  their  luck  on  the 
Crouch,  but  sport  was  not  very  good,  only  a  few  eels 
and  dabs  being  caught.  There  are  plenty  of  eels  in 
the  river  just  now,  and  the  best  time  and  way  to 
catch  them  is  by  bobbmg  from  a  boat  close  in  shore 
when  the  tides  are  making,  and  in  abjut  three  feet  of 
water.  I  have  known  as  many  as  201b.  of  eels  to  be 
taken  in  a  few  hours  under  these  circumstances. — 
J.  Wright. 


Darrjmane  (co.  Kerry). — On  favourable  days  good 
sport  has  been  had  with  pollack,  whiting,  and  gurnard 
inside  the  harbour,  chiefly  in  the  Coom-iconclane 
direction.  Mullet  are  arriving  in  big  shoals,  but  no 
bass  have  been  seen. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  pier  has  been  fairly  well 
patronised  by  anglers  throughout  the  present  week, 
but  sport  has  proved  very  slow,  except  among  small 
poutings,  of  which  a  vast  number  have  daily  been 
taken.  Pollack  seem  to  have  almost  left  us,  the 
week's  take  not  totalling  a  dozen,  but  the  few  taken 
by  Mr.  Waddell,  Dr.  Snell,  and  Mr.  Webster  were 
well-baited  specimens  of  about  a  pound  each.  Flat- 
fish of  all  kinds  are  extremely  scarce,  and  one  codling 
caught  by  Mr.  Spicer  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
was  the  only  one  of  its  specips  recently  landed. 
The  inost  killing  bait  for  pollack — ragworms — are  at 
present  very  difficult  to  procure,  or  better  returns 
would  probably  have  been  made. — J.  Richabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sport  is  now  very  good  with  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting,  and  bass.  On  one  day  four  anglers 
had  176  gurnard,  120  whiting,  and  10  bass.  On  another 
day  five  anglers  had  39  pollack  in  about  three  hours, 
and  afterwards  had  104  fish,  principally  gurnard  and 
whiting.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  much  more  to  report 
this  week  than  last,  except  that  the  mackerel  are 
coming  in  ;  pollack  are  plentiful  around  the  East 
Winter  Buoy,  some  very  fine  ones  have  been  taken, 
weighing  from  41b  to  51b.  They  are  taking  the  spin- 
ning sand-eel,  either  the  black  or  red  india-rubber. 
They  will  not  look  at  the  natural  worm.  The  bass 
fishing  with  a  fly  in  the  estuary  is  giving  good  sport, 
and  with  fine  tackle  it  requires  great  care  and  a 
landing-net. — William  Heakder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Strong  east  wind  has  prevented  fishing 
from  both  the  piers  and  the  Marina;  the  inner  basin 
has,  however,  yielded  some  good  catches  of  flounders 
and  eels.  A  visitor  and  his  young  son  took  seven 
flounders  and  nine  eels,  all  good,  on  Monday  last. — 
Grey  Mullet. 

Valeutia. — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipatio  n 
owing  to  an  unfavourable  change  in  the  weather.  On 
a  couple  of  days  some  fair  sport  was  had  with  pollack 
and  a  few  bass  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  not  been  good 
here  since  last  report,  except  on  a  couple  of  days  when 
a  few  good  takes  of  whiting  and  pollack  were  had. — 
T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ijetures. 

June  16. 

Opening  of  the  Coarse  Fishing  Season. 
West  Ham  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Medway. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Prize  outing. 

New  Century  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Tonbridge. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Belgrave :  Roving  match. 

Clapham  Strollers  ;  Match  at  Woking. 

Hastings  :  Outing  to  Newenden. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Guildford. 

Clifton  :  Outing  (rowing). 

Friendship  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

Ormonde  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 
June  17. 

Stepney  :  A.B.S.  Concert. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
June  19. 

D'Oyley  Arms  :  Annual  dinner. 

June  23.— Allason  United  :  Match. 
„    23.— Cobden  :  Outing  to  Boxmore. 
'„    23.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
"    23.— Oglander  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
„    24. — Jubilee  :  Visit. 
„    25. — Camden:  Visit. 

27. — Walton-on-Thames  :  Punt  Competition. 
,,    30.— Clifton  :  Prize  Outing. 

30. — "H.  S.  Norris"   benefit  competition  at 
Langlev. 


IRcports  from  Clubs, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertiini)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List).— The  next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Jubilee 
Angling  Society  on  June  24,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  angling  friends. — J.  Harris. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.— Will  members  kindly  turn  up 
next  Wednesday-  (June  19)  for  important  business, 
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Any  member  requiring  his  privilege  ticket  can 
obtain  the  same  by  applying  at  secretary's  house.— 
A,  Painter. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-Hill-gate, 
W.-A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
June  19.  Quarterly  night  same  date.  Every  member 
to  ar.tend.  Our  match  on  June  23.  The  Norris  com- 
petition at  Langley  on  June  30.  The  prizes  are  on 
view  at  the  above.  Entrance  fee  Is.  Tickets  on  sale 
at  North  Star,  Langley,  and  of  several  societies.  A  very 
handsome  cup  is  also  to  be  shown  at  A.A.  delegate 
meeting  by  Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicabl,e  Brothkks  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag  Worship  Square.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting 
on  Wednesday  la>t,  June  12,  when  business  of 
importance  was  transacted  and  two  members  elected. 
We  have  a  grand  prize  list  this  year,  and  still  room  for 
one  or  two  good  working  members.— G.  Haynes. 

Ba'?teksea  FRiENULy  Angling  Socibty,  Nag'e 
Head,  Wand.sworth-road,  S.W.— On  June  11  we  had  a 
capital  attendance  of  members,  when  the  following 
•were  proposed  for  election  :— Mr.  W.  East  as  honorary 
member,  and  Mr.  C.  Burton,  jun.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Delhaye  as  working  members. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.— On  June  6  the  following  members 
were  elected :— Messrs.  Cook,  Helling  and  Blyth  as 
working  members,  and  Mr.  C.  Knight  as  an  hon. 
member.  Our  first  outing,  June  16,  will  be  "  Roving." 
The  rule  books  are  now  ready. — Roachpole. 

Beemondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Will  all  members 
please  attend  on  the  26th  to  amend  rule  1.5.  We  can 
do  with  a  few  good  working  members.  We  have 
plenty  of  good  prizes  to  fish  for.— C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackekiars  Angling  Society,  the  imperial. 
South wark-street.— Our  meeting  was  well  attended  on 
Wednesday  (June  12),  and  several  gentlemen  proposed 
as  members.  Mr.  Jebbitt  and  Mr.  C.  Pickett  were 
elected  members.  I  wish  to  remind  honorary  members 
that  our  privilege  tickets  may  now  be  had.— J.  Wheel- 
house. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park.— A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  on  Monday 
la-t,  when  it  was  decided  that  having  been  offered  a 
more  cummodious  room  at  the  Princess  Alexandra, 
Cornwall-road,  to  remove  the  club  to  those  premises^ 
where  tha  first  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday 
next,  at  9  p.m.  Two  more  new  members  were  elected 
— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— At  the  annual  general  meeting  Mr.  E.  Argent 
was  re-elected  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Young  re-elected 
assistant  secretary,  and  Mr.  B.  Williams  treasurer. 
The  privileges  are  now  in,  waiting  for  those  who  have 
not  yet  applied  for  same.  I  should  also  like  to  remind 
those  members  who  have  not  yet  taken  up  an  A.B. 
ticket  that  the  rule  will  be  strictly  enforced  which 
involves  ineligibility  of  members  weighing  in  without 
one.  On  Jime  9  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  gave  his  reading  on 
"The  Suffolk  Stour."  June  2.5  will  be  quarterly 
night. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— The  next  visit  on  the  Clerken- 
well  and  District  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at 
the  above  on  Tuesday,  June  26,  on  which  occasion  we 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  friends,  both  old 
and  new.  Our  first  outing  is  fixed  to  take  place  at 
Henley  on  July  14.  For  full  particulars  attend  club 
on  Wednesday. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  first 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  June  16,  at  Guildford, 
for  ten  prizes.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8-46  a.m. ; 
return  from  Guildford  8  45  p.m.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  Our  first  outing 
takes  place  on  June  16,  for  three  prizes,  at  Woking 
(Broad  Meads  only).  All  fish  to  weigh  bar  jack.  Those 
rnembers  not  attending  meeting  can  have  their  privilege 
tickets  on  June  16,  at  Clapham  Junction,  provided 
they  are  there  by  8.30.  Another  addition  was  made  to 
our  prize  list  (two  guineas),  given  by  Mr.  Herbert,  one 
for  the  heaviest  jack  and  one  for  the  heaviest  barbel 
taken  during  the  season.  Mr.  Livett  was  elected  an 
active  member.  Don't  forget  the  new  standard.— F. 
Bishop. 

Clerkenwell.  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— A  fairly  attended  visit  was  paid  to  the  North 
London  Angling  Society  on  Monday,  June  10,  Mr. 
Ford  in  the  chair.  The  following  thirteen  societies 
sent  representatives: — Lincoln,  St.  -John's,  Crown  and 
Bucklands,  Eustonian,  Amicable,  Waltonian,  North 
London,  Camden,  Islington  Brothers,  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers,  Wenlock,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Hounds- 
field  Otters,  and  Park  Angling  Society  (Tottenham). 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Camden  Angling  Society, 
on  .Tune  25.  We  have  a  considerable  sum  of 
in  hand,  and  we  hope  to  get  a  full  meeting  of  delegates 
on  Thursday,  June  27,  at  the  Empress. — P.  Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station)!  | 
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S.E. — At  our  annual  meeting  several  important  item  < 
were  gone  through,  including  the  prize  list  for  ensuino- 
season,  which  is  an  exceptionally  large  one  for  a  new 
club.  We  have  our  first  outing  on  June  16,  with  a 
roving  roach  competition  for  three  prizes ;  all  fish  to 
be  weighed  in  by  ten  o'clock  sharp  at  the  club  house 
Next  match  takes  place  on  June  30,  for  a  special  prize 
given  by  our  worthy  host  for  a  good  specimen  roach. 
— hi.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North 
wold-road,  i  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  On  June  11,  we 
had  a,  fine  muster  when  the  new  privilege  tickets  were 
issued.  I  wish  to  remind  absent  members  that  they 
can  have  the  new  tickets  on  Tuesday  next  (subiect  to 
rule).— E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cbown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— Our  annual  dinner  and 
outing  took  place  on  June  9  and  proved  a  success. 
After  members  and  their  friends  had  partaken  of  the 
good  things  provided  for  them  and  the  usual  toasts 
been  given,  they  adjourned  to  be  photographed  by  our 
young  friend.  Master  Charles  Eldiidge.  Our  old 
f.iend,  Mr.  J.  Knight,  took  the  chair,  and  our  late 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  H.  Franklin,  acted  as  vice.— J 
Steadman. 

Crystal  Paxace  District  Angling  Society 
Alma  Hotel,  Church-road,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.— 
Our  annual  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes  and 
smoking  concert  took  place  on  June  0,  and  was  a  great 
success.  Messrs.  Edmonds,  Smith,  and  Lummas  were 
the  recipients  of  very  handsome  and  useful  prizes 
We  have  a  good  prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  and 
as  we  have  been  making  a  lot  of  working  members 
lately  we  have  every  prospect  of  going  strongly  this 
year.  After  the  prizes  had  been  distributed  by  our 
chairman,  Mr.  G.  Foreman,  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  devoted  to  harmony.— W.  A.  Norrill. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Browulow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- On  June  9  the  members 
and  friends  journejed  to  Ongar  for  the  annual  dinner, 
which  took  place  at  host  Cunningham's,  the  King's 
Head.  The  secretary,  in  responding  to  his  health, 
appealed  for  prizes  for  the  coming  season,  when  the 
sum  of  £16  16s.  was  subscribed,  and  more  to  come.  On 
June  11  three  new  members  were  elected.  New 
privilege  tickets  are  now  ready.— S.  Malby. 

Dove  Angling  Club.— The  club  water  below  the 
town  of  Kirbymonside  has  much  improved  since  the 
club's  formation  a  few  years  ago  by  the  turning  down 
of  new  fish,  &c.  The  eight-inch  standard  is  beginning 
to  appear  too  small,  as  |lb.  and  fib.  trout  are  plentiful. 
Three  fish  over  lib.  each  were  landed  during  the  week, 
the  largest  measuring  fifteen  inches.  The  ten  brace 
limit  was  twice  reached  in  one  day,  and  during  the 
gra3  ling  season  the  same  lot  fell  to  one  of  our  members 
on  two  occasions. — J.  Craven  Prank. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.— Our  first  match 
of  the  season  takes  place  on  June  23  at  Uxbridge. 
Usual  conditions.    Public  waters  only.— W.  Jenkins. 

Eahlspield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— W  e  are  fishing  the  Long  Water  at 
Hampton  Court  for  our  first  outing  of  the  season  on 
June  16,  for  three  prizes,  presented  by  our  treasurer, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Rotherham.  I  hope  members  will  support 
the  outing.  Train  from  Earlsfield,  8.31 ;  cease  fishing 
at  8  o'clock.  We  have  elected  four  new  members,  and 
have  every  promise  of  a  good  year,  the  club  being  in  a 
good  financial  condition. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— Privilege  tickets  are  to  hand.  Will  members 
kindly  apply  for  same  early  ?  On  I'uesday  Mr.  W.  J. 
Fisher  was  elected  a  working  member,  and  several 
private  prizes  were  added  to  our  list.— B.  Sargent. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Club,  Freemasons'  Tavern, 
Carlton-street,  Kentish  Town.— At  our  first  supper^ 
Mr.  C.  Aulsebrook  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  h! 
Phillips  the  vice.  It  was  a  great  success.  Capital 
songs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Stan.  Knight,  F.  Cook,  S. 
Aulsebrook,  etc.,  with  F.  Hooley  (accompt.) ;  Mr. 
J.  Brereton  (Dip.,  Blind  Sch.  Music)  played  splendid 
selections  on  the  piano.  We  have  got  a  good  start 
with  our  prize  list. — C.  Trigger. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  The  White  Bear, 
Bartholomew-square,  Old-street.— We  held  a  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Central  Restocking  Fund  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  on  June  10,  Mr.  C.  Watling  in 
the  chair.  After  a  little  harmony,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen promised  prizes  for  the  coming  season : — 
Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade,  C.  Watling,  J.  Smith,  Wheel- 
house,  Fish,  Walker,  Shepherd,  Lentz,  Graham, 
Howard,  Stour  and  Levien.  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  had 
a  very  small  gathering  for  such  a  good  cause.  On 
June  16  we  have  an  outing  to  Wateringbury. — 
J.  Levien. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Mitre  Hotel, 
London  Street,  Greenwich. — At  our  last  meeting  we 
settled  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season.  Prizes  to 
the  amount  of  27  guineas  were  promised—  this  for 
specimen  fish  only.  Prizes  for  gross  weight  are  not 
accepted.  Mr.  Robinson  weighed  in  two  trout  from 
the  Lea,  one  31b.,  the  other  21b.  5oz.,  both  being  in 
jjplendid  condition. — J.  D, 
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Harlbsden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  Hi  'h' 
street  Harlesden.— The  new  book  of  rules  and  prize 
lists  for  the  ensuing  season  will  be  ready  about  the 
Mth  inst.  Application  should  be  made  at  once  to  tee 
secretary  for  1901-2  privilege  tickets.— E  S.C. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross.— We  euro  led 
two  new  members  at  our  last  meeting,  Mr.  E.  Hick  ion 
and  Mr.  B.  Hudson.  The  first  outing  of  the  seawn 
will  take  place  on  June  16,  for  four  prizes.  The  match 
will  take  place  at  Yalding  on  the  Medwav.  Members 
to  go  per  South  Eastern  Railway,  first  train,  in  the 
morning.  The  members  generallv  condemn  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  the  Pulborough  and  Amberley  excursion. 
— W.  Tarry. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Hiagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  June  11  we  had  oui- 
annual  prize  distribution.  Mr.  T.  Ampleford  occupied 
the  chair,  and  handed  the  prizes  to  the  successful 
members,  the  principal  ones  being  for  club  gross 
weight.  1st  roach,  Messrs.  Newton;  1st  jack,  J 
Huntley  ;  1st  perch,  H.  Bailey  ;  1st  bream  Wiltshire  • 
1st  dace,  McGrath ;  1st  chubb,  S.  Gillett.  2nd  gross 
weights:  Norman,  jack  ;  Rolfe,  roach  ;  Bishop,  perch  ■ 
and  a  tie  for  dace.  Cole  and  Huntley,  junr.  In  all 
there  were  about  sixty-four  prizes  handed  over.  Other 
winners  being  Messrs.  Haslemore,  Harris,  Gregory 
and  others.  The  prize  list  was  called  up  with  the 
result  of  about  £20.  On  Tuesday  next  privilege 
tickets  are  to  hand.— E.  W.  Bishop. 
71/^^°^"^  Piscatorial  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
ilford.— Our  first  outing  will  take  place  on  June  10  to 
our  own  waters  at  Langford  Hall.  Members  are 
requested  to  forward  their  subscriptions  as  the  privi- 
lege tickets  are  now  ready.— P.  C.  Welling. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— We  went  to  Burnham- 
on-Crouch  on  June  9,  and  had  a  very  enjoyable  day 
We  dined  at  the  Ship  Hotel,  and  had  a  nice  dinner, 
and  after  some  of  the  members  went  for  a  sail  and 
some  for  a  ramble  in  the  country.  We  got  back  about 
5.30  for  tea  and  wash  up,  then  up  by  the  6.47  train  to 
Liverpool-street,  from  there  to  the  club  house, 
where  we  wound  up  after  spending  a  very  enjoyable 
day.  Two  honorary  members  and  one  working  mem- 
ber were  balloted  in.  Those  members  who  require 
privilege  tickets  kindly  forward  money  for  same.— J. 
H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
members  will  open  the  season  by  competing  for  three 
special  prizes  at  Wateringbury  on  June  16.  A  special 
general  meeting  will  be  held  011  June  26th  at  9  o'clock 
precisely. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross  Road,  S.E.— At  our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  Tuesday  last,  there  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members  and  friends.  In  the 
absence  of  the  president,  Mr.  A.  H.  A.  Morton,  M.P. 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Freeman,  and  the  vice 
chair  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Mills.  After  an  excellent  repast 
prepared  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Jones,  the  Royal  toasts 
were  followed  by  a  capital  musical  programme  by 
Messrs.  Harry  Gill,  George  Kendall,  Ambrose  Skinner 
Tom  Verne,  Frank  Milford,  Fred  Crowther,  J.  Jenkins, 
C.  B.  Steel,  and  R.  Leon  Blythe.  During  the  evening 
the  hon.  secretary  gave  a  report  as  to  the  club's  position 
and  distributed  the  prizes  for  last  season.  The  list  for 
the  present  season,  although  not  closed,  includes  prizes 
from  the  president,  Mr.  A.  H.  A.  Morton,  M.P.,  Edward 
Spencer  Stidolph,  Sid  Jones,  Tom  Carter,  W.  E.  Wells, 
B.  Banks,  J.  R.  Freeman,  Messrs.  Kent  &  Co.,  City 
Billiard  Works,  W.  Baker,  Essex  Distillery,  J  W 
Freeman,  Holland's  Distillery,  S.  Bellchambersi 
J.  Hawkins,  J.  Entecott  andFonseca.  Mr.  A.  A.  Mills 
offered  a  silver  challenge  cup  for  the  heaviest  pike.— 
W.  Freeman. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our  next 
meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  June  19.  Any 
members  wishing  for  their  privilege  tickets  can  receive 
them  by  applying  at  the  bar  of  the  club  house.— 
G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Messrs.  J.  T.  Coates 
and  T.  Owen  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  dabs  and 
pouts.  On  Tuesday  we  elected  four  new  members, 
VIZ.,  Messrs.  Smith,  Blackburn,  Clarke,  and  Cuddiford. 
Our  first  outing  vrill  be  to  Talding  on  June  23.  Those 
wanting  privilege  tickets  let  me  know  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  committee  meet  on  Friday,  June  14,  at 
10  o'clock  sharp. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E. — At  our  special  meeting  it  was  decided  to  do 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fisiiing  and 
J  ishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.  A. ,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry- Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  Tho  Pield  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  •  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  tX  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  %%.  Cil.  !  r 
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away  with  gross  weight  prizes  and  to  offer  six  prizes 
for  specimen  fish.  It  was  also  decided  to  fish  a  com- 
petition at  Shalford  on  the  16th  for  three  prizes.  I 
hcpe  to  see  a  strong  muster.— J.  M. 

Pbckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — June  18  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  the  books  must  be  cleared. 
One  more  member  proposed  this  week  and  two 
elected.  The  first  outing  of  the  season  takes  place 
on  June  16  at  Yalding.  Prom  the  Anchor  to  lock  at 
East  Peckham  tow-path,  and  on  the  morning  only. — 
T.  G.  GiBBS. 

Royal,  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  June  12  we  had  an  excep- 
tionally good  meeting  and  a  great  deal  of  club  business 
was  transacted.  On  the  opening  of  the  season  we 
wish  all  anglers  the  best  of  sport  and  tight  lines. — J. 
Gibbons. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell 
Road,  E. — Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take 
place  on  Monday  next,  June  17,  with  a  good  company 
of  singers. — W.  Bbattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne  Road,  South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W.  —  After 
the  election  of  five  new  members — namely,  Messrs. 
W.  M.  Thomas,  E.  Brown,  Progley,  J.  H.  Malpas 
Roberts,  and  A.  Lidbetter — the  election  of  officers  and 
revision  of  rules  were  got  through.  More  prizes  were 
added  to  an  already  long  list,  our  worthy  host  coming 
to  the  fore  with  a  good  one.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance  again  next  week. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  'Town,  E. — Our  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  on  June  11  was  very  suc- 
cessful, about  fifty  members  and  friends  being  present. 
Mr.  J.  Saunders  (president)  occupied  the  chair.  The 
following  members  were  the  prize  winners  : — Messrs. 
Grande,  Sandiland,  Hobbs,  Simmons,  Payne,  Bates, 
Race,  Lorne.  Capital  harmony  was  rendered  by  the 
following  gentlemen  : — Messrs.  Drake.  Bowles,  Ra- 
bourne  and  Travers.  Members  please  attend  early 
next  Tuesday. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Walham  Gbben  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Will  members  requir- 
ing privilege  tickets,  also  A.B.S.  tickets,  kindly  attend 
and  give  in  their  names.  Mr.  J.  Hoitman  and  Mr. 
H.  Rogers  were  nominated  for  working  membership. 
Our  Preservation  box  was  opened  and  contained  £1 10s., 
which  will  be  distributed  to  the  preservation  societies 
on  the  Thames. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association.  —  At 
our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  the  following  received 
prizes  for  specimen  fish:  Mr.  G.  Edmonds  (chub), 
Mr.  C.  Davey  (roach),  Mr.  Savage  (barbel),  Mr.  W. 
Wheatley  (Jack),  Mr.  Newby  (dace).  A  punt  compe- 
tition will  be  held  on  June  27 ;  entries  close,  at  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  June  25,  at  8  30  p.m. 
Several  prizes  were  given  during  the  evening,  and  our 
coming  season  promises  to  be  a  very  favourable  one, 
both  from  a  fishing  and  a  financial  point  of  view. — 
H.  Newby. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — We  had  a  good 
muster  of  members  at  our  meeting  on  Wednesday 
night  (June  12),  when  we  had  promises  of  a  good 
lot  of  prizes  for  the  coming  season.  Our  match  at 
Hatfield  Peveril  takes  place  on  June  16.  Members 
can  go  by  last  train  on  Saturday  night  or  first  train 
on  the  morning. — R.  Lowthbr. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A  general  meeting  takes  place  on 
Thursday  next  (June  20)  for  the  election  of  ofiioers 
ard  to  receive  the  report  of  prize  committee.  Railway 
rrivil-!ge  tickets  are  ready  for  distribution,  and 
n,em  ^ers  can  have  same  by  applying  to  the  secretary. 
— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Regent  Arms, 
Regency-street,  S.W.— We  held  a  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day evening  to  arrange  prizes  for  the  coming  season, 
and  a  good  list  was  made  up.  Messrs.  Pope  and 
Smith  were  enrolled  as  members. — H.  S.  C. 

Witham  Angling  Society,  The  Angel  Hotel, 
High  Street,  Witham,  Essex.— Anglers  are  requested 
to  note  that  no  fishing  is  allowed  in  the  society's 
waters  until  the  grass  is  cut,  due  notice  of  which  will 
be  given. — Feed  C.  H.  Seybang. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs' 
Association  was  held  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on 
June  4.  Dr.  Allum,  Stirling,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
financial  statement  showed  the  funds  of  the  association 
to  be  satisfactory.  Office  bearers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year— namely,  Mr.  J.  S.  Reay,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  president;  Mr.  John  M.  Ross,  Glasgow,  vice- 
president  ;  and  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  and 
G.  R.  Ure,  Bonnybridge,  members  of  council ;  Mr. 
Robert  I.  Muir,  Glasgow,  was  re-elected  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  chairman  drew  attention  to  a  hand- 
some challenge  vase,  which  had  been  subscribed  for  by 
the  members  of  the  association  for  competition  at  the 
national.  Mr.  H.  W.  Allen,  Glasgow,  said  that  as 
there  were  so  many  representatives  of  angling  clubs 
present,  he  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  question 


of  having  a  close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Bramwell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  in  supporting  the  pro- 
posal, said  he  did  not  think  it  was  sufficient  to  ask 
members  of  Parliament  simply  to  support  the  bill 
without  putting  forth  some  distinct  reasons.  He 
would  suggest  that  some  form  of  petition  be  formu- 
lated which  should  be  forwarded  to  the  members  of 
Parliament.  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  said 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Trout 
Angling  Association,  that  had  been  done.  A  petition 
containing  five  or  six  signatures  had  been  presented  to 
the  proper  quarters,  and  he  was  perfectly  sure  that  if 
the  matter  was  left  to  the  members  of  the  Trout 
Angling  Association,  who  were  doing  all  they  could  to 
bring  it  before  the  Scottish  members  of  Parliament, 
and  when  business  was  more  light,  there  was  no  doubt 
the  bill  would  pass. — Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch. 


National  Angling  Clubs. — On  June  5  the  annual 
competition  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs  was  held 
on  Loch  Leven  in  very  unfavourable  weather.  The 
number  of  competitors  who  took  part  was  forty-four, 
representing  forty  angling  clubs.  All  day  heavy 
masses  of  clouds  hung  overhead,  while  cloud  and 
sunshine  alternated,  and  there  was  a  strong  squally 
wind  from  the  south-west.  Good  sport  was  not  looked 
for,  and  when  the  catches  were  weighed  it  was  found 
that  only  183  trout  had  been  landed.  The  prize 
winners  were  : — 1  (Custody  of  challenge  vase,  gold 
medal,  with  bonus  of  £12),  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence, 
Edinburgh  Amateur  A.C.S.,  10  trout,  61b.  15oz.  ;  2 
(£10),  Wm.  Watsou,  Kinioss-shire  F.C.,  15  trout, 
61b.  13oz. ;  3  (£6),  J.  Dunlop,  Glasgow  Buckland  A.O., 
6  trout,  61b.  4oz.  ;  4  (£4),  J.  G.  A.  Kirk,  Uddingston 
Waltonian  Club,  7  trout,  51b.  14oz.  ;  5  (£3),  Andrew 
Smith,  Clackmannanshire  F.C.,  5  trout  51b.  7Joz. ;  6 
(£2),  C.  Marchant,  Glasgow  Clydesdale  A.C.,  6  trout, 
51b.  2oz.  Special  prize  for  heaviest  fish  (£2),  Lewis 
S.  Spence,  lib.  15oz.— North  British  Daily  Mail. 


A  FAMILY  OF  BERKS  SPORTSMEN. 


The  St.  John's  ("  Sinjins  ")  of  Finchampstead,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Royal  County,  were  all-round 
sportsmen  to  "the  manner  born"  four  or  five  decades 
ago.  Perhaps  there  was  no  pleasanter  life  than  a 
landowner's  in  days  when  farms  let  well,  and  the 
villages  were  busy  and  full  of  life.  One  at  least  of  the 
"Sinjins"  rode  in  pink  to  Mr.  Garth's,  in  turn  with 
an  occasional  day  with  Squire  Thoyts  (Sulhampstead) 
and  the  South  Berks  hounds — nay,  even  at  the  dawn 
of  the  fifties,  with  the  veteran  Sir  John  Cope,  of  Brams- 
hill.  A  member  of  the  Finchampstead  family  was 
a  beneficed  clergyman — possibly  rector  or  vicar  of  his 
native  parish.  He  and  his  brother  were  keen  with  gun 
and  dog,  as  they  were  with  the  rod.  One  or  two  of  the 
"  Sinjins "  used  to  fish  with  their  sporting  friend, 
Stephen  Hemsted,  M.D.,  of  Newbury,  in  the  lower 
Greenham  waters  of  the  Kennet,  in  Squire  Croft's 
time  at  Greenham  Lodge.  These  anglers  formed, 
indeed,  a  small  select  club,  and  one  or  two  fox-hunting 
friends  had  a  day  there  now  and  then,  including  the 
late  Mr.  Mackrill,  the  Field  hunting  occasional  corre- 
spondent. Mr.  Gosling's  relative — was  it  his  keen 
partridge-shooting  father  ? — killed,  in  company  of  Mr. 
John  Cocks,  sen.,  the  cream  of  the  "  birds  "  in  Whitley 
Manor  Farm,  in  the  hunting  tenant's  (Mr.  Thomas 
Franklin)  later  time.  It  took  about  twenty-five  years 
or  a  bit  over  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  many  good 
judges  of  the  subject  that  the  Free  Trade  measure  as 
regards  wheat  and  corn  would  ruin  English  arable 
farming,  and  it  has  so  severely  hit  the  very  men — 
yeomen,  landowners,  and  tenants — who  have  always 
been  such  staunch  Conservatives.  W.  Pry.  . 


SALMON  AND  THE  DRY  FLY. 


"  I  WAS  talking  about  fish  with  Mr.  Oliver  W.  Bird, 
of  New  York  and  Hempstead,  particularly  of  salmon 
and  salmon  fishing,  when  he  asked  if  I  believed  that 
they  would  take  the  dry  fly — that  is,  a  fly  with  cocked- 
up  wings  floating  on  the  water.  The  question  surprised 
me,  for  I  have,  on  occasions,  had  trouble  in  swift  water, 
with  short  lines,  to  make  a  salmon  fly  stay  just  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  water,  where  it  belongs,  and  not  to 
come  to  the  top  and  drag  on  the  surface,  where  it  is 
difficult  to  '  work  '  it,  and  I  asked  what  put  the  idea 
into  his  head.  He  said  that  he  and  Mr.  Frederick  0. 
Beach  were  fishing  the  W.  H.  Vanderbilt  water,  on 
the  Ristigouche,  and  on  several  occasions,  when  the 
water  was  particularly  low  and  very  clear  and  the  fish 
were  not  rising  to  the  salmon  fly,  they  had  seen  salmon 
come  up  quietly  and  suck  in  millers  that  were 
floating  on  the  surface — not  only  millers,  but  drakes 
(May  Plies)  and  other  up-winged  flies  —  the  fish 
often  taking  the  flies  close  to  the  canoe  in  which  the 
fisherman  was  sitting.  This  had  given  rise  to  the 
thought  that  it  might  be  possible  to  take  salmon  with 
a  floating  or  dry  fly  when  they  would  not  take  the  wet 
salmon  fly.  I  cannot  now  recall  that  1  have  ever  seen 
a  salmon  take  a  miller  or  drake  in  the  manner  that 


Mr.  Bird  described  ;  but  when  salmon  are  in  a  pool, 
and  will  not  rise  bocauso  of  low,  clear  water,  it  might 
be  worth  the  experiment  to  try  a  floating  fly,  for  tackle 
could  be  arranged  for  the  experiment.  The  largest 
salmon  I  over  saw  in  the  water  came  up  to  my  salmon 
fly  in  exactly  the  same  manner  that  a  trout  comes  up 
to  suck  in  a  fly  floating  on  the  surface,  lifting  himself 
apparently  without  effort  to  the  surface,  with  scarcely 
a  fin  moving,  and  without  disturbing  the  water  with 
boil  or  break,  and,  after  a  look  at  the  fly,  slowly,  and 
still  without  movements  of  fins  that  were  noticeable, 
settling  dov7n  toward  the  bottom  of  the  river  again, 
with  curiosity  satisfied  and  fly  untouched.  It  is  heart- 
breaking to  see  the  broad  shoulders  of  a  huge  salmon 
part  the  surface  of  the  water  on  such  a  quest  as  I  have 
described,  and  if  Mr.  Bird's  suggestion  of  a  dry  fly 
on  such  an  occasion  will  connect  the  fish  with  the 
reel  line,  I  shall  go  armed  with  dry  flies  to  hold  a 
salmon.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  Mr. 
George  Kelson,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  or  ^Ir. 
George  A.  B.  Dewar  may  think  of  dry  fly  fishing  for 
salmon,  or,  in  fact,  what  any  of  the  English  or  Scotch 
salmon  fishermen  might  offer  upon  this  subject.  As 
salmon  have  been  seen  to  take  in  a  floating  miller  or 
drake,  there  is  apparently  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  take  a  good  imitation  f.istened  to  a  casting  line; 
and  if  they  will  do  this,  the  number  of  blank  days 
may  be  reduced  when  one  goes  to  kill  salmon  and  the 
water  gets  low  and  clear.  Vast  may  be  the  possi- 
bilities of  fishing  for  salmon  with  the  dry  fly,  and  Mr. 
Bird  may  rival  Mr.  Halford  as  the  apostle  of  a  new 
departure  in  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly — one  for 
the  lordly  salmon,  the  other  for  the  patrician  trout. 
Ifo  valuable  time  would  be  lost  to  him  who  would  try 
the  experiment,  for  a  wet  salmon  fly  is  not  killing  at 
a  time  when  the  water  is  in  its  best  condition  for  a 
test  of  the  dry  fly,  and  the  suggestion  is  not  protected 
by  letters  patent." 

A.  N.  Cheney  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


Colonel  James  Jones,  says  the  New  York  Tiines, 
being  superintendent  of  the  Aquarium,  ought  to  be 
able  to  tell  a  good  fi^h  story.  And  he  can.  He  lived 
in  the  Far  West  in  his  younger  days,  and  he  was 
regaling  some  of  his  friends  in  the  "Amen  Corner"  at 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  lately  with  reminiscences  of 
his  early  life.  "  Talk  about  fishing,"  said  the  Colonel, 
who  had  listened  patiently  while  one  of  his  com- 
panions related  a  recent  successful  catch  down  the 
bay;  "why,  you  don't  know  what  fishing  is.  I  was 
angling  in  the  Arkansas  River  one  day,  and  was 
pulling  them  in  almost  as  fast  as  I  could  cast  my  line. 
I  had  a  very  stout  cord,  on  which  I  strung  the  fish, 
and  the  lot  weighed  so  much  that  when  I  exhibited 
them  to  a  Cherokee  Indian  the  cord  parted  and  the 
fish  dropped  into  the  water.  I  was  mad  for  a  minute, 
and  then  I  changed  my  position  to  a  point  further 
down  stream.  I  threw  in  my  line  and  soon  felt  a 
strong  bite.  I  pulled,  but  met  with  so  much  resist- 
ance that  I  felt  sure  my  hooks  had  fastened  in  a 
sunken  log.  I  hauled  and  hauled,  and  what  do  you 
think  ?  I  lauded  a  seven-pound  eel  that  had  wriggled 
around  my  lost  fish  and  brought  them  all  to 
shore." 


'  AN  ENGLISHWOMAN'S 

LOVE  letters; 

The  '  Root  of  the  Tragedy ' 
Expla'ned. 

Crown  8vo.,  parchment.  5s.  net. 

'  Those  who  enjoyed  the  "  Love  Letters  " 
«ill  find    entertainment   in  the  preient 

volume.'— LlTERATCRE. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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That  was  a  nice  trout  (71b.  5oz.)  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  at  Lough  Arrow.  His  son,  Mr.  E.  Zaehns- 
dorf,  had  one  of  51b.  I  have  been  for  six  or  seven  week- 
ends to  various  waters — Cambridsie,  Hunts,  Lines., 
Northampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Thames,  and  Lea— 
and  have  seen  some  fine  trout.  On  Monday  last  Mr. 
Joseph  Parker  allowed  me  to  "  view  "  a  private  part 
of  the  Lark  at  Mildenhall,  and  showed  me  a  trout  that 
would  weigh  (when  on  the  scales)  at  least  121b.  I  am 
after  that  trout  if  possible.  There  is  not  much 
water,  plenty  of  weeds,  plenty  of  fish,  and  plenty  of 
enthusiasm  among  those  who  are  longing  to  wet  a 
line.  Fish  or  no  fish,  a  blow  in  the  country  will  do 
every  fisherman  good. 


Mb.  G.  Hoyle  (of  the  Gresham)  sent  us  a  fine 
specimen  of  a  bleak,  which  was  taken  at  high  water 
one  day  last  week  at  Blackfriars  Bridge  (Middlesex 
side).  There  were  many  of  them  to  be  seen  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  mode  of  capture  is 
"snatching"  with  the  hand. 


The  following  humorous-pathetic  petition  has  just 
been  addressed  to  the  Leyton  District  Council : — "  We, 
the  undersigned,  being  residents  in  the  Lea-Bridge 
Ward,  and  admirers  of  the  piscatorial  art  made  im- 
mortal by  Izaak  Walton,  wish  to  ask  you  if  the  waters 
which  accumulate  after  every  heavy  shower  in  the 
Farmers-road,  Vicarage-road,  and  the  whole  of 
Cooper's-lane,  are  private  or  are  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  ratepayers?  If  they  are  the  property  of  the 
Council,  we  desire  to  know  if  you  will  grant  the  under- 
signed permission  to  hold  a  fishing  competition,  and 
in  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  waters  proving 
unproductive,  whether  your  Council  will  seriously 
consider  the  advisability  of  filling  in  the  ponds,  as  for 
the  shades  of  Izaak  Walton  we  consider  waste  waters 
such  as  these  are  an  unmitigated  nuisance." 


The  May  Fly. 
Up  and  down,  up  and  dovm, 
Merrily  dances  the  insect  town  ; 
All  the  dancers — every  one — 
Newly  born  with  the  setting  sim. 
Interlaced  in  strange  commotion. 
Like  a  troubled  wave  of  ocean, 
See  what  thousands  fall  and  rise 
In  their  playful  mysteries. 

Up  and  down,  up  and  down, 
The  tawny  trout,  with  spots  of  brown, 
Hid  in  the  tangled  reeds  so  sly, 
Looks  on  the  dancers  greedily; 
And  as  the  cloud  of  insects  dips, 
He  leapeth  up  with  greedy  lips, 
Out  of  the  ringed  stream  leapeth  he, 
Sucking  them  in  with  lusty  glee. 

Up  and  down,  up  and  down. 

Dance  while  ye  may,  ye  jocund  town ; 

Though  but  just  born  in  twilight  grey, 

Death  is  among  ye  as  ye  play. 

Night's  noon  shall  see  ye  stiff  and  cold, 

Like  th'  Assyrian  host  of  old, 

Nor  death  of  all  your  myriads  spare 

A  single  living  reveller. 

From  "Our  English  Months," 

by  S.  W.  Partridge. 


Mr.  S.  W.  Searle,  Ealing,,  London,  and  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Dreili-ma,  London,  left  Kincardine  O'Neil  on 
June  6  after  a  month's  angling  on  the  Dee  per  steamer 
for  London.  Sport  on  the  Kincardine  water  has  been 
poor  all  the  season,  and  especially  so  during  the  month 
of  May.  The  small  clear  waters  and  the  dry  easterly 
direction  of  the  winds  have  been  much  against  good 
baskets.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tennant  have  left  the  Garlogie 
section  of  the  Dee  for  Dinnet,  where  the  fish  are  more 
plentiful  and  the  prospects  of  more  sport  well  assured. 


The  clubs  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List  held 
their  annual  meeting  recently  at  the  Imperial,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E.,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Messrs.  J.  J.  Smith  and  A.  G.  Smith, 
vice-president  and  secretary  respectively.  The  list 
promises  to  become  one  of  the  most  popular  of  its 
kind  in  London,  and  a  goodly  sum,  covering  all  out- 
goings, has  been  subscribed.  Two  matches  are 
arranged,  and  flO  voted  to  the  prize  fund,  to  which 
the  entrance  fees  (6d.  each)  will  be  added.  The  first 
is  to  be  fished  at  Yalding,  on  the  Medway,  on  July  21, 
and  the  second  on  the  Thames,  at  Shiplake,  on 
Sept.  22. 


Me.  C.  H.  Taylor,  of  Wroxham,  wants  to  know 
whether  I  intend  giving  the  Buie  a  "turn"  this 
summer.  It  is  very  possible,  as  there  are  plenty  of 
fish  there,  and  the  surroundings  all   that  can  be 


desired.  He  says:  "It  will  be  a  late  season— roach 
and  bream  quite  unfit  to  take  as  vet  (dace  and  perch 
fair)— second  week  in  July  quite  early  enough." 


The  annual  competition  by^he  Edinburgh  United 
Angling  Clubs  took  place  on  Loch  Leven  on  June  7. 
Thirty  competitors,  representing  the  Waverley,  Walton 
Amateur,  Breadalbane,  Mid-Lothian,  and  the  Leith 
Fly  Fishers'  Association,  took  part.  The  sun 
shone  from  a  cloudless  sky,  and  there  was  a  li<?ht 
breeze  from  the  south-west.  The  winning  team  was 
Leith  Fly  Fishers.  First  prize,  Mr.  Leith,  Mid- 
Lothian,  three  trout,  31b.  The  heaviest  trout  was 
caught  by  Mr.  Leith  Laing. 


On  June  9,  Mr.  A.  Derry  gave  his  very  interesting 
reading  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Hoxton 
A.S.  It  was  much  appreciated  by  a  numerous  and 
intelligent  audience. 


Mr.  H.  0.  Alpe,  of  Walton-on-Thames,  writes:— 
"Anglers  who  are  in  the  habit  of  fishing  Walton 
Reach  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Henry  Searle,  who  is 
perhaps  better  known  as  the  Bold  Bodger,  has 
returned  to  his  old  haunts,  and  is  threatening  to 
exterminate  all  the  fish  in  the  reach,  as  soon  as  the 
season  opens,  if  only  his  old  patrons  come  down  to 
see  him.    The  river  is  in  perfect  order." 


The  following  instance  of  canine  instinct  is  recorded 
m  a  Jamaican  paper.  "  The  captain  of  the  Royal  Mail 
coastwise  steamer  had  a  dog  named  Fritz,  the  pet  of 
the  crew.  About  three  months  ago  as  the  vessel  was 
returning  to  Kingston  in  rough  weather,  a  lurch  of 
the  ship  caused  the  dog  to  fall  into  the  sea  from  the 
upper  bridge,  and  it  was  feared  the  animal  had  been 
devoured  by  sharks.  The  surprise  of  tbe  captain  and 
crew  may  be  imagined  when,  on  the  vessel  sailing 
from  the  Atlas  Company's  Wharf,  on  the  westward 
route,  '  Fritz '  was  again  observed  on  the  upper  bridge, 
the  only  explanation  of  its  appearance  being  that  it 
must  have  swum  on  shore  through  three  miles  of  a 
heavy  cross  sea,  journeyed  overland  nineteen  miles,  and 
after  all  found  out  and  rejoined  the  ship."  Now, 
really  the  captain  and  crew  had  no  cause  for 
"  surprise  I " 


Rebus  in  Aeduis. 
Tell  me,  stranger,  ere  I  perish, 

Of  the  fish  men  call  the  trout, 
Ere  I  lose  the  hopes  I  cherish, 

Summer  in  and  summer  out, 
Hopes  of  hooking  one  and  landing 

Him  before  the  day  is  done, 
Waist  deep  in  the  water  standing, 

Prom  the  dawn  to  set  of  sun. 

Tell  me,  is  his  belly  yellow  ? 

Is  he  spotted  red  and  black? 
Docs  he  look  a  splendid  fellow 

When  you  turn  him  on  his  back  ? 
Is  there  any  fly  can  rise  him, 

Any  hook  can  hold  him  tight? 
Is  one  able  to  surprise  him 

Any  time  from  morn  to  night  ? 

Stranger,  years  I've  passed  in  trying 

Every  artifice  and  lure, 
Standing,  crawling,  wading,  lying. 

Casting  clean  and  long  and  sure. 
Empty  yet  remains  my  basket, 

Cramped  and  weary  grows  my  fist, 
Stranger,  in  despair  I  ask  it. 

Does  the  trout  in  truth  exist? 

— Punch. 


"  Liberia  "  of  31,  Vincent-road,  West  Green, 
London,  N.,  informs  us  that  Dr.  Peppier  lauded  a  121b. 
salmon  on  June  3,  and  a  141b.  salmon  on  June  4,  from 
the  river  Owenea,  co.  Donegal,  Ireland.  There  are 
still  two  rods  to  be  let  on  this  prolific  water.— 
See  advt. 


Writing  from  Ross-shire,  a  correspondent  says : 
"Mr.  Byres-Leake  and  party  of  three  rods  had  very 
good  sport  in  May  on  the  Invereeve  fishing,  which  he 
rented,  taking  in  eighteen  days'  fly  fishing  1250  trout, 
weighing  3971b.  5oz.,  or  3cwt.  2qrs.  51b.  5oz.,  an 
average  of  about  seventy  a  day  and  5oz.  each  trout, 
and  51b.  6oz.  over.  Mr.  Byres-Leake's  two  best  days 
to  his  own  rod  were  122  and  100  fish— four  best  fish, 
21b.,  lib.  14oz.,  lib.  12oz,  and  lib.  9oz.,  losing  a  fine 
tiout  of  fully  41b.  after  playing  it  some  time.  The 
fishing  in  February,  March,  and  April  was  very  dis- 
appointing, as  none  of  the  lochs  began  to  come  into 
ply  before  the  middle  of  April." 


In  Holy  Scripture  we  read  of  a  marvellous  draught 
of  fishes  when  Christ  met  the  disciples  on  the  shores 
of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  it  is  rather  strange  to  hear  a 
story  somewhat  akin  to  the  miracle  then  wrought,  and 


that  on  the  pleasant  shores  of  Start  Bay,  Devon.  The 
incident  runs  that  on  Bank  Holiday  last  the  Kin  rs- 
bridge  corps  of  the  Salvation  Army  took  their  usu '1 
trip  there,  and  improved  the  opportunity  to  impart 
some  good  advice  to  the  fishermen  of  Toreros-!.  There 
was,  of  course,  the  collection,  but  the  fishermen  fought 
shy  of  this,  and  one,  an  elderly  man,  is  accredited 
with  the  remark  to  the  captain  of  the  brigade  that  the 
fishermen  had  not  much  to  give,  as  they  had  caught 
no  fish  for  eighteen  months.  The  captain  was  ready 
with  the  response,  "  Give  to  help  the  word  of  God,  and 
He  will  send  you  fish."  The  collection  then  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  result  that  seven  shillings  was  added 
to  the  coffers  of  the  army.  Then  came  the  reward  of 
the  faithful  fishermen,  for  ere  an  hour  had  elapsed  a 
shoal  of  mackerel  was  reported  in  the  bay.  The  boats 
were  quickly  launched  and  the  nets  thrown  into  the 
sea..  The  Salvationists  took  their  turn  with  the 
fishermen  in  hauling  the  nets,  and  the  result  was  a 
catch  of  six  hundred  fine  mackerel,  which  realised  a 
good  round  sum. 


Me.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor,  Lines.,  has  sent  the 
Editor  a  new  patriotic  song  for  solo  with  chorus,  or  as 
a  four-part  song.  It  is  written  in  the  key  of  A,  and 
has  a  "go"  about  it  which  should  commend  it  to 
every  loyal  subject.  The  words  and  music  are  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Ford,  and  the  price  is  two  shillings  net.  It 
may  be  had  in  London  at  Novello's,  or  from  the  com- 
poser, T.  Ford,  Caistor,  Linos.  The  words  can  be  had 
separately  (of  the  author),  post  free,  for  4d.  per  dozen, 
2s.  6d.  per  hundred.  The  song  may  be  sung  in  public 
without  fee  or  licence,  and  I  may  say  that  I  (or  we) 
have  sampled  it  without  fee,  &c.,"and  predict  for  it  a 
brilliant  success.  Here  is  the  first  verse,  with  chorus  : — 

God  save  Britannia's  King  ! 
To  Thee,  the  Great  Jehovah,  our  fervent  prayers 
we  bring, 

God  bless  our  native  country  t  God  save  Britannia's 
King  1 

May  he  possess  the  wisdom  that  cometh  from  above 
And  every  heart  be  loyal  beneath  his  rule  of  love. 

Chorus. 

Let  Britain's  sons  and  daughters  on  ocean,  mount, 
and  plaiuy 

With  heart  as  well  as  voices  unite  to  raise  the  strain : 
And  may  the  heavenly  portals  with  swelling  echoes 
ring, 

God  bless  our  native  country  I  God  save  Britannia's 
King  I 


Owing  to  the  great  damage  done  to  fishing  nets  off 
the  south  coast  of  France  by  porpoises,  a  French 
man-of-war  is  to  be  despatched  to  the  district  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughtering  as  many  of  the  creatures  as 
possible.  The  damage  since  the  fishing  season  opened 
this  year  amounts  to  hundreds  of  thousands- of  francs. 


FISHING. 
By  Mrs.  G.  K.  P. 

Luncheon  party,  new  dress  (much  admired,  no 
doubt). 

Later  on  someone  said  "  Come,  I'll  show  you  a  trout. 
Weighs  five  pounds,  if  an  ounce,  that  I  haven't  caught 
yet." 

"Agreed,"  we  all  cried,  and  I  carried  the  net. 
We  were  soon  at  the  spot.    'Neath  a  bank  the  trout 
lay ; 

Just  two  casts  of  the  fly,  then  he's  hooked  and  at 
play. 

"  Now  the  net !  Can  you  land  him  ?  "  Alas  I  I  was 
rash,  , 

Leaned  too  far  o'er  the  bank — it  gave  way  with  a 
crash. 

And  I  fell  with  a  forcible,  floundering  thud 
In  three  feet  of  water  and  one  foot  of  mudl 
And,  oh  !  my  poor  dress  was  a  sight  to  behold. 
When  shivering  and  shaking  with  fright  and  with 
cold, 

I  rushed  away  home  when  at  last  I  got  out. 
Having  seen  quite  enough  of  that  troublesome  trout. 


In  corroboration  of  the  rustic's  belief  that  London 
was  paved  with  gold,  there  is  a  tale  of  another  who 
came  to  London  primed  with  the  aforesaid  legend, 
strolled  along  Oxford-street  on  the  golden  quest,  and 
almost  immediately,  to  his  delight,  found  a  half- 
sovereign  on  the  ground.  As  he  stooped  to  pick  it  up 
a  blind  man  came  along,  when  the  countryman,  in  his 
joy  at  the  good  fortune,  handed  the  10s.  to  the  blind 
man,  saying.  "  Here  you  are,  old  chap,  you  can't  see 
'em."    Then  he  went  on  his  way  to  pick  up  more. 


Several  objections  have  been  made  as  to  the 
truthfulness  of  "  Dragnet's  "  portrait,  which  appeared 
last  week.     The  idea !   what— doubt  Drag's  ^ 
truthfulness  ?    Anyway,  here  is  a  bit  more  of  i 
it,  which  77iay  possibly  grow  larger  in  a  week     f  1 
or  two.    Watch  this  spot,  but  at  present  this      1 1 
is  all  now  left  of  .  _l  1- 

Dragnet. 
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pFovineial  flugling  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  June  6  at  the  head- 
quarters. The  whole  of  the  members  were  present. 
Three  new  clubs  during  the  past  month  had  been 
visited  by  the  visiting  committee.  The  clubs 
are  held  at  the  King's  Arms,  Eyland-street,  Lady- 
wood;  the  Old  Cottage  Inn,  Aston  Lower  Grounds; 
and  at  the  White  Swan  Inn,  Nechell's  Park-road. 
Opposition  was  raised  to  the  club  held  a';  the  King's 
Arms,  Eyland-street,  but  the  opposition  was  overruled 
by  the  committee,  and  the  whole  of  the  clubs  with  a 
membership  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  members 
were  accepted.  A  member  belonging  to  the  Cradley 
and  Birmingham  Associations,  who  was  expelled 
twelve  months  ago  for  misconduct,  was  reinstated  a 
member  after  expressing  regret  for  his  conduct.  A 
case  of  misuse  of  a  member's  lost  travelling  card  was 
reported  by  the  secretary,  which  will  be  dealt  with  by 
the  committee  at  their  next  meeting.  The  selection 
of  a  suitable  place  for  holding  the  forthcoming  annual 
Association  contest  was  considered.  A  letter  was  read 
from  the  Oxford  Association  which  stated  that  the 
River  Thames  at  Ensham  could  not  be  acquired  ;  with 
this  in  view  the  committee  suggest  the  Severn  near 
to  Worcester,  the  Trent  at  Newark,  and  the  Witham 
at  Kirksted,  the  latter  place  being  suggested  as  the  most 
suitable  for  consideration  by  the  delegates  at  their 
next  meeting.  Arrangements  are  being  pushed  forward 
by  the  Provincial  Association  for  the  first  annual 
contest  to  be  fished  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  -at 
Nantwich  on  Saturday,  August  17  next.  The  London 
and  North- Western  Railway  Co.  have  agreed  to  run 
members  of  the  association  on  production  of  the  cards 
of  membership.  The  contest  will  be  fished  under  the 
Association  rules.  Angling  is  very  quiet.  The  weather 
forecast  indicates  rain,  which  will  do  much  to  benefit 
our  local  waters,  and  put  them  in  order  for  the  opening 
of  the  season. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  s«cieties  have  been  busy  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  coarse  fishing  season.  The  first  on- the 
River  Hull  is  the  Norfolk  Angling  Association, 
who  fish  a  match  at  Weelferry  on  June  16. 
On  the  Ancholme  and  Ludd  the  season  will  open  this 
year  on  June  17,  no  Sunday  fishing  being  allowed  on 
either,  and  during  next  week  the  Ancholme  will  be 
well  patronised,  for  on  Monday  (June  17),  there  will 
he  a  £25  all-England  match  at  Brigg  from  Sheffield, 
and  on  Wednesday  (June  19)  the  Universal  Angling 
Association  open  their  season  at  Brigg;  the  Hull 
Wednesday  Anglers  also  fish  a  match  at  Brandy  Wath  ; 
whilst  on  Saturday  (June  22)  the  Hull  Preservation 
Society  hold  their  annual  open  angling  match  and  "  Cut- 
ting "Challenge  Cup  Competition  on  the  river  at  Ferrity 
Sluice,  and  as  all  bona-fide  angling  societies  within  a 
radius  of  thirty  miles  of  Hull  are  eligible  to  send  a 
team  to  compete  for  the  cup,  no  doubt  there  will  be  a 
great  muster  of  anglers  on  the  occasion,  especially  as 
a  steamer,  "  The  Empress,"  is  chartered  to  convey  the 
competitors  from  the  Hull  Victoria  Pier,  at  2  p.m,  up 
the  river  Humber  to  the  fishing  ground  at  the  Sluice, 
one  of  our  most  pleasurable  outings  from  the  city. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

We  are  getting  very  little  news  of  the  May  Fly  season 
of  an  encouraging  nature  from  rods  away  in  conse- 
quence of  this  fly  being  up.  Is  this  another  disappoint- 
ment for  anglers  ?  The  Bollin  still  continues  low.  A 
few  nice  fish  have  been  killed  with  the  maggot,  but  the 
fly  has  done  the  best,  especially  in  the  evening.  Killing 
flies — Red  Spinner,  Black  Gnat,  and  Dotterel  Dun. 
Despite  a  good  hatch  out  in  the  afternoon,  there 
has  not  been  such  a  big  show  of  the  May  Fly 
as  usual.  The  Irlam  anglers  at  the  boat-house 
notify  their  intention  to  change  the  date  of 
their  match  on  August  10,  and  will  experi- 
ence no  inconvenience  by  going  so.  It  seems  that  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  are  wiser  than  the 
Northern  Angling  Association  in  the  manner  of  work- 
ing a  big  match.  They  do  not  intend  to  run  trains, 
but  will  be  able  to  issue  to  competitors  and  friends 
cheap  tickets  to  the  rendezvous.  Notice  of  motion  is 
also  given  to  abolish  the  present  system  of  stamping  the 
travelling  cards,  or  at  any  rate  modify  the  cumbersome 
and  useless  system.  So  long  as  booking  clerks  are  so 
careless,  and  rarely  demand  the  card,  of  what  use  is  it 
to  stamp  it  ?  The  Clifton  Anglers  open  the  season  in 
their  private  waters  at  Swinton  on  June  22.  Our 
rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  are  strangely 
alike  in  the  poor  quality  of  the  sport  they  yield. 
True,  a  fair  amount  of  fish  are  being  taken,  chiefly  in 
the  evening,  some  of  which  are  really  good  fish. 
The  fly  accounts  for  many  fish,  but  the  worm  and 
maggot  still  are  responsible  for  the  best  baskets. 


FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  drought  continues,  and  anglers,  like  farmers, 
are  crying  out  for  a  downpour  of  rain.  The  streams 
are  extremely  low  and  clear,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  has  been  almost  impossible  to  do  much  good 
amongst  the  trout  during  the  past  few  days.  Piscators 
are  looking  forward  to  the  commencement  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season.  The  reports  from  most  waters  show 
that  the  prospects  are  most  encouraging.  The  fish 
have  had  a  good  spawning  time,  and  the  Pen  waters 
literally  teem  with  fish.  Roding  operations  are  in 
progress,  but  in  many  cases  they  will  not  be  completed 
for  some  weeks  to  come — even  on  subscription  waters. 
Usually  the  weeds  are  an  intolerable  nuisance  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  and  this  year,  it  is  feared,  will 
prove  no  exception  to  the  rule.  There  are,  however, 
many  places  where  aquatic  vegetation  will  not  seriously 
interfere  with  the  comfort  of  fishermen,  and  these  are 
the  spots  which  will  be  most  in  request  next  week.  A 
night's  steady  rain  in  the  meantime  would  greatly 
improve  the  prospects  of  angling  all  round. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  George  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  have 
suffered  a  distinct  loss  by  the  enforced  resignation  of 
Mr.  Openshaw,  their  secretary.  In  Mr.  John  West 
they  have  fortunately  secured  a  courteous  and  efficient 
successor.  On  the  8th  they  held  the  first,  and 
undoubtedly  the  best  they  ever  held,  competition  for 
the  season  in  their  private  trout  waters  at  Diggle. 
Altogether  one  hundred  and  eighty  trout  were  taken 
and  all  returned  to  the  water.  The  following  is  the 
prize    list :     Messrs.    J.    Thelway,    J.  Hammett 

F.  Phillips,  J.  Birch,  A.  Charlesworth,  J.  McMurray, 

G.  Robinson,  J.  Pough,  F.  Haff,  and  W.  Middleton. 
The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  have  been  patronising 
Combs  Reservoir.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
results:  Mr.  J.  Newton  three  perch  up  to  21b,  two 
tench  IJlb.  and  lib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Smith  one  perch  21b. 
and  several  small  fish;  Mr.  G.  Batty  one  roach 
IJlb.  and  several  small  fish.  The  members  of 
the  Duchy  Angling  Society,  Pendleton,  are  noted  for 
an  important  meeting  on  June  17.  This  club  is 
prospering  and  will  commence  match  fishing  in 
July,  and  anticipate  a  good  season.  During  the 
past  winter  they  did  some  extensive  stocking. 
The  Weaste  Angling  Society  at  their  last  meeting 
added  four  new  members,  which  completes  the  roll 
call.  A  good  lot  of  useful  prizes  have  been  obtained 
for  the  first  match,  which  include  several  specials  ; 
Mr.  Millington  will  officiate  as  referee  on  the  29th. 
Mr.  Tom  Smith,  secretary  of  this  club,  had  a  good 
time  on  one  of  the  Border  rivers  in  Whit  week,  taking 
sixty  trout,  several  of  IJlb.,  and  nearly  all  in  the 
evening  with  the  Coachman.  The  contest  of  the  season 
in  connection  with  the  Wellington  Angling  Society 
will  take  place  at  Middlewood  on  Saturday,  June  22. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  contains  only  a  small  volume  of  water, 
and  a  substantial  influx  would  be  cordially  appre- 
ciated. Coarse  fish  are  located  on  the  gravelly 
shallows,  and  it  is  to  these  that  anglers  should  devote 
their  attention  in  the  early  days  of  the  season,  which 
begins  on  June  16.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  pro- 
cure anything  like  a  plentiful  supply  of  caddis 
grubs,  and  gentles  do  not  seem  quite  so  prolific  as  usual. 
Nearly  every  section  of  the  river  holds  a  strong  head 
of  barbel,  chub,  and  roach,  and,  granted  fair  con- 
ditions, good  sport  ought  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  initial 
stages  of  the  season.  During  the  week  some  hand- 
some lots  of  trout  have  been  creeled  on  the  Dover 
Beck  and  Greel,  on  which  the  May  Fly  has  appeared. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Angling  recently  in  this  district  has  been  attended 
with  very  poor  results.  Damflask,  which  at  one 
time  yielded  such  good  catches,  has  of  late  proved 
most  disappointing,  and  on  Saturday  last  twenty-five 
anglers  only  accounted  for  four  fish.  Since  the 
dam  has  been  filled  up  the  area  of  water 
has  been  enormously  increased,  and  whilst  some 
suggest  that  the  smallness  of  the  catches  is  due 
to  the  use  of  too  much  bait,  others  are  of  opinion  that 
the  money  received  for  tickets  might  be  laid  out 
to  advantage  in  stocking  the  water.  Rain  is 
badly  needed  in  the  rivers  and  streams,  the 
Derwent  and  the  Sheaf  having  done  very 
badly.  The  fishing  in  private  waters  has  also 
been  poor.  The  coarse  fishing  season  opens  at  the  end 
of  this  week,  and  is  being  looked  forward  to  anxiously 
by  local  anglers.  Prospects  are  already  good.  The 
breeding  season  has  been  a  good  one,  and  the  waters 
are  well  stocked.  The  recent  warm  weather  has 
brought  the  fish  on  well,  but,  as  usual,  they  will  really 
not  be  ready  for  the  opening  day.  Given  a  good  down- 
fall the  thousands  who  have  already  made  arrange- 
ments to  be  in  at  the  opening  should  do  very  well. 
Already  an  angling  sweepstakes  has  been  fixed  for 
Monday. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  matters  continue  very  quiet  in  the  absence 
of  the  much-needed  rain.    The  complaint  of  rivers 


running  low  and  clear  is  general.  With  bright  and 
sunny  days  rodmon  have  but  poor  chance  of  sport 
during  the  daytime,  and  evening  fishing  alone  supplies 
what  little  enjoyment  is  obtainable.  The  maggot  has 
proved  ar  very  tempting  bait  on  the  Bedale  Beck,  and 
members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  recently  secured  some 
fine  trout.  The  Wiskc,  Swale,  Codbeck,  etc.,  have 
attracted  a  good  few  Waltonians,  who,  however,  made 
but  indifferent  catches.  Some  nice  trout  were  taken  a 
week  or  so  back  on  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore. 
Attention  is  now  being  turned  to  the  coarse  fishing 
season.  At  Richmond,  a  miller  has  been  fined  £2, 
and  £2  2s.  6d.  costs,  for  having  fixed  an  illegal  engine 
for  the  killing  of  trout.  It  was  stated  that  he  had 
concealed  in  a  culvert,  through  which  water  from  the 
mill-race  ran,  an  iron  gate  which  made  it  impossible  for 
any  fish  to  get  through.  It  acted  as  a  trap,  for  when 
once  down  to  the  grate  the  fish  could  not  return,  as 
the  torrent  was  too  rapid.  The  grate  was  seized  by 
the  police,  who  had  been  watching  the  place,  and 
Mr.  Farrar  Stead,  the  water  bailiff  to  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  proceeded  against  the  defendant.  In 
defence  it  was  contended  that  the  grate  was  fixed  to  pre- 
vent wreckage  and  the  like  passing  into  the  culvert  and 
blocking  it  up.  Charles  Wright,  of  Wharfc  Banks, 
Tadcaster,  left  home  on  June  7  for  the  purpose  of 
angling,  and  a  few  days  later  he  was  found  drowned  in 
the  Wharfe  at  Newton  Kyme. 


"ilofes  from  ti)c  '^oxtl). 


The  Sutherlaudshire  lochs  are  now  in  the  full  swing 
of  their  angling  season,  but  not  so  crushed  as  they 
will  be  by  and  by.  From  June  20  to  ;August  20  is 
about  the  extent  of  the  season. 


An  anglers'  guide  to  the  lochs  that  can  be  fished 
from  St.  Magnus  Hotel,  Hillswick,  Shetland,  has  just 
been  published.  It  can  be  had  at  the  Sportsman's 
Depot,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  price  6d.  It  is  not  a 
guide  to  the  Shetland  lochs  generally,  but  only  those 
that  may  be  fished  from  this  particular  spot.  However, 
any  reliable  information  is  cheap  at  the  price. 


Mr.  Munro  had  another-  big  trout  on  the  Isla  last 
week,  but  details  are  not  given.  No  sooner  was  the 
last  big  trout  reported  than  a  raid  was  made  on  the 
place. 


An  Aberdeen  angler,  well-known  as  a  free-lance  and 
always  open  to  take  a  cast  anywhere  and  ^erywhere, 
with  and  without  permission,  made  a  splendid  basket 
the  other  night  of  fifteen  trout  weighing  121b.,  all  to 
natural  bait. 


The  rivers  are  getting  silted  up  and  the  need  of  a 
good  cleaning  out  is  now  more  urgent  than  ever. 

Grilse  are  not  running  the  rivers  in  anything  like 
satisfactory  numbers.  A  fresh  fill  would  do  the 
needful,  but  it  would  need  two  days'  rain  to  yield  it. 


Apropos  of  dogs  retrieving  fish,  I  have  had  more 
than  one  in  my  time  that  could  "  lend  a  hand  "  when 
occasion  required,  and  made  it  a  regular  part  of  their 
education  to  learn  them  to  do  so.  One  one  occasion, 
"  Nero,"  a  water  spaniel,  being  somewhat  too  eager  Ln 
his  efforts  to  "fix  up"  a  grilse,  got  hooked  in  the 
mouth  as  the  fish  broke  away.  It  was  a  job  to  get  the 
hook  out,  and  nothing  could  or  would  induce  "  Nero  " 
to  "  lend  a  hand  "  again. 


The  King's  waters  at  Balmoral  are  simply  swarming 
with  fish.  They  have  been  running  up  into  these  parts 
from  the  reaches  below  all  through  May,  and  I  have 
it  on  the  very  best  authority  that  the  like  of  it  has 
not  been  seen  in  June  for  a  dozen  years  back. 


Miss  Smith,  daughter  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
had  a  fine  salmon  of  15Jlb.  on  the  Elchies  Spey  Water 
last  week. 


Thunderstorms  of  considerable  severity  passed  over 
Deeside  and  Speyside  on  Sunday  and  Monday  last,  and 
rain  fell  in  torrents.  However,  the  rivers  were  but 
little  affected,  as  the  thirsty  ground  drank  it  all  up. 


The  Ugie  is  being  well  patronised  just  now,  and 
baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  ai-e  quite  commou,  chiefly 
browu  trout  and  finnock. 

Three  years  ago  10,000  Loch  Levens  were  hatched 
out  at  the  Pitfour  hatchery,  on  the  Ugie,  and  duly 
planted.  These  should  now  be  fair  trout.  In  another 
year  they  should  show  up  to  some  accoimt. 


Fishers  are  still  finding  their  way  into  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Don  and  Deveron,  in  spite  of  all  warnings 
that  the  fly  season  proper  is  over.  Y'et  good  baskets 
may  still  be  made  clear-water  worming,  and  better 
baskets  still  spiiming  the  natural  or  other  legal  baits 
at  sundown. 
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OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRESSERS  &  ROD  MAKERS. 

THE    "  iyHJIL.XU3Vi:-INr-I»AIlVO  "    TROUT    RODS,  21s. 

TESTIMONIALS  RECENTLY  RECEIVED.  " Fisherton-de-Ia-Mere. 

"P.O.  encloseil  for  fliea  received,  wliich  are  just  the  very  best  I  ever  had.  " O.  P." 


Preston,  August  16th,  1900. 
A  customer,  in  forwarding  us  an  order  for  one  of  our  Guinea  Trout  Rods,  witli  suitable  Reel 
and  Line,  says  : — "I  am  very  pleased  to  have  got  you  the  order,  as  the  rods  I  have  from  you  are 
faultless.  "J.  B.  H." 


•  Lindula,  Ceylon,  October,  1900. 
"Dear  Sirs, — I  enclose  cheque  for  flies  to  hand.    I  am  very  pleased  with  patterns  sent.  I 
immediately  established  a  record  with  them." 
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G.  M.  MACKAY, 

BRIDGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN, 

The  Sportsman's 
Depot  and   Athletic  Stores. 

The  Tackle-Shop  of  the  North. 


Superior   High   Class   Tackle  of 
Every  Description  for  River, 
Lake  and  Sea. 

ANGLING  BUREAU.— Tickets  for  the 
Ugie  and  other  waters.    All  informa- 
tion as  to  hotel  and  other  waters 
freely  given. 
Agent  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


MISS  FARLEY, 
EXPERIENCED  DRY  FLY  DRESSER, 

23,  Wycliffe  Road,  Wimbledon,S.  W. 

Double-winged  Floaters,  2/-  per  doz. 

ALL  PATTERNS  ACCURATELY  COPIED. 
For  Hi  Years  with  Mr.  G.  HOLLAND. 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repaira  a  speciality.    Any  liind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terras.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fisli.    List  on  application. 


A   CHARMZNG   CXTT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tlie  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Sir  Henry  Ponsnnhy  is  comynaniled 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Nr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  hi,s  Handbook." 

"Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for." — British  Weekly.  "  Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary guides." — London  Daily  Chronicle. 

"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-T^  Times. 

Every  Visitor  to  Loudon  (and  Resident)  should 
use 

LONDON  ^flvVETsr- 

«  »-i  /^    By  E.  C.  Cook  and  24  Maps  and 
ariU   E.  T.  Cook,  M.A.  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.    60  Illustrations. 

"Most  emijhatically  tops  them  all."— Daily 
G-raphic. 

Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co. 
London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Paiilway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
driudod  Wells,  Rhyl,  Llandudno,  C'olwyn  Bay, 
Bettwsycoed,  Llangollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Bar- 
mouth, Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye 
Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Norfolk  Broads,  Channel 
Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use  Darling 
ton's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  Lists  post  free— 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

PHOTOGEAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  Ruins,  etc.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  !»., 
Is.  6d.,  and  2s.   Complete  List  post  free. 
DAilLINGTON  &  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


DON t  LET  jvyOTrtS 
nfiifi  Vbili\  fUi\S 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KILLS  BLACKBEETLES  iFLEAS 
■Tins  3d,  6d.  &  1/- 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFGTS. 

Specialit  ies  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


Application. 


Fisheries  laid  out'  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or. Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PA&ES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTTTRES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dvunb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  5t.,  E.C. 


"A  thorougfhiy  good  Sporting;  Paper."— Bbistol  Timbb. 

"LAND  ANfrWATER' 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.  Fi'om  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting 
and  so  on. 

Tlie  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary.  Land  and  Water 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  Is  its  com 
prelieusiveness.   Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C, 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  &d. 
London  :  SAilPSON  LOW,  MAESTOX  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan'»  Hoiwa,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 
KING'S 

NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3fZ.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlahds,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late 
157,  Commercial  Road,  London,  E.). 


FISHING  BASKETS, 

FISHING  BASKETS, 

OF  EVKKY  DK.SCKIl'TION. 

SPECIAL  I^XNE. 

The  "  Piscator"  Kisliing  Creel,  3s,,  9<;.,  5.?., 
(is.  id.  and  7s.  6'/.,  made  of  Finest  White  Willows. 
Strong  Web  Strap,  Is.  extra.  The  "Combina- 
tion "  Fishing  Basket,  made  of  Best  Bulf  Willows, 
well  varnished.  Has  three  divisions,  (1)  Fish ; 
(2)  Lunch  ;  (3)  Tackle.  So  strong,  it  can  be  used 
as  stool.  Price  5s.  dil.  and  C.s.  Strong  Leather 
Strap,  ad.  extra.  Extra  8peci;il  Mat  Baskets, 
.strongly  made  and  well  finished,  from  Is.  6'/. 
Fi.shing  Stools,  l.t.  Illustrated  price  lists  free. 
RdiHNSON,  Geokoe  &  Co.,  19,  Friar  Gate,  Derby. 


Send  a  Posteard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...       Is.  M.  i     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  Orf.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pike        ...      3s.  0(t.  j  Green 
Salmon    ...      4s.  8<i.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New     '  IN\  FNCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  ;aiil  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  moreplialde  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER 

1,  St.  Swithins  Square,  LINCOiN. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 

S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chables 
S.  Pattbkson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACGOMIVIODATION, 

For  Fishing:  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FisMiLg  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

"  Wanted  "  adti<«.,  18  vmrd;  8d. ;  80  mnit,      prepaid,  j 
Addred5 :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 
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The  May  Fly  is  up  on  the  Don.  It  is  not  the  May 
Fly  of  the  south,  but  a  little  yellow  fly — floss  body 
and  snipe  wings  on  Nos.  13  and  14  Limerick  hooks 
for  day  fishing  and  Nos.  11  ftnd  12  for  evening 
work.  Some  capital  sport  is  being  got  with  this  and 
kindred  lures  on  the  mid-reaches  about  Lord  Kintore's 
waters.  Special  Scotch. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Me.  C.  H.  Bywatees  took  the  chair  at  last 
Monday's  meeting,  and  most  satisfactory  reports  were 
received  of  the  May  Fly  fishing.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  took 
a  51b.  trout  on  the  Kennet,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  one  of 
21b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  R.  Bradford  one  of  21b.  5oz. 
Captain  Pinch,  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  and  other 
members  had  smaller  fish.  In  Ireland  Mr.  0.  H. 
Wheeley  was  too  early  for  the  May  Fly,  but  Major 
Graham  Gordon  had,  inter  alia,  fish  of  71b.  and  51b  8oz., 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  a  trout  of  71b.  5oz.,  one  of 
41b.  8oz.,'and  several  smaller  ones,  Mr.  E.  Zaehnsdorf 
a  51b.  fish,  Mr.  R.  H.  Atterbury  one  of  61b.,  and  Mr. 
R.  Clay  one  of  41b.  Mr.  0.  R.  Snowden  killed  a  71b. 
trout  in  Hertfordshire  and  a  brace  weighing  31b.  14oz. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  had  a  Thames  trout  of  51b.  15oz. 
Messrs.  R.  G.  Blundell,  C.  H.  Bywaters,  H.  Harden, 
Frank  Ward,  Sherringham,  M.  G.  B.  de  Courcy, 
R.  Bradford,  H.  H.  Rold,  and  many  others  having  good 
takes  on  various  parts  of  the  Lamboiu-ne.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley  spoke  of  the  prospects  of  coarse  fishing  in 
the  Thames.  Dr.  P.  D.  Head  narrated  his  experiences 
in  the  late  Loch  Leven  competition.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  unanimously  accorded  to  Messrs.  R.  0.  Blundell 
and  C.  H.  Bywaters,  who  had  kindly  presented  to  the 
society,  and  placed  in  the  Uxbridge  water,  100,000 
May  Fly  eggs.  M.  G.  E.  de  0. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

There  was  but  a  poor  attendance  of  members  on  Tues- 
day evening  last  (June  11),  when  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney 
was  voted  to  the  chair,  yet  most  of  those  present  had 
good  reports  of  recent  fishing,  the  beautiful  weather  of 
the  last  week  having  helped  towards  good  baskets. 
Mr.  Beaumont,  writing  from  Eastbourne,  states  that 
plenty  of  really  good  sport  is  to  be  had  there  now. 
He  has  had  several  turns,  mostly  of  a  few  hours 
only,  and  quotes  forty  large  whiting  pout  and  a 
conger  of  61b.,  in  two  hours,  and  fifty  silver  whiting 
and  six  large  dog  fish  on  another  occasion.  Again 
in  three  hours  fifty  nice  dabs  just  ofi  the 
shore.  Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson  writes  from  Scotland  where 
he  had  just  made  a  record  for  the  loch  fished,  fifty-two 
fish  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Buckingham  had  a  number  of 
trout  from  Loch  Leven.  Mr.  James  Taylor  four  brace 
of  nice  trout  from  Hampshire.  Mr.  A.  C.  Gardner 
a  l^lb.  trout  from  Ghesham.  Mr.  Connellan,  just 
returned  from  a  holiday  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  was 
very  unfortunate  as  regards  the  weather,  and  the 
fishing  was  poor  when  he  was  able  to  get  out.  Mr. 
Sydney  Meyers  had  a  better  experience  on  Lough 
Conn  and  neighbourhood,  taking  salmon  to  14Jlb.,  and 
a  number  of  trout — nine  best  day,  eight  another,  and 
three  three-brace  days.  He  also  captured  many  pike 
— largest  121b. — and  a  number  of  perch.  Certificates 
have  been  sent  in  to  the  Curator  for  the  following 
fish  :  Mr.  T.  B.  Foui-my,  trout  of  31b.  from  Chesham ; 
Mr.  Herbert  G.  Smith,  a  trout  of  21b.  5oz.  also  from 
Chesham;  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  trout  of  21b.  from  the 
Kennet.  The  Curator  had  a  very  good  time  with  the 
May  Fly,  capturing  one  fish  of  41b.  14oz.,  which  will 
be  preserved,  one-and-a-half  brace  of  31b.  fish,  one  of 
21b.  loz.,  and  several  IJlb.  trout.  Mr.  Emery  had  dace 
and  chub,  trout  fishing  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  Eldred  a  brace  of 
trout  from  Chesham,  one  retained.  Mr.  Connellan  and 
Mr.  Gibson  only  attracted  the  dace  at  Hertford,  but  Mr. 
Hicks  was  able  to  secure  a  handsome  trout  of  2Jlb.  there 
on  Saturday  last,  17  inches  in  length.  He  also  had  fish 
from  Chesham.  Mr.  Gray,  in  addition  to  fish  named 
above,  had  several  days  with  the  May  Fly,  taking 
a  brace  of  fish  one  day,  thirteen  undersized  another, 
losing  two  besides,  and  retaining  a  fish  of  21b.,  and 
on  Saturday  one  trout  of  Iflb.  Mr.  Gill,  trout  from 
Chesham ;  Mr.  Fourmy,  one  fish  of  l^lb. ;  Mr. 
Chasteney,  a  brace ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  a  brace ; 
Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders,  a  brace ;  Mr.  Sutton,  a  friend, 
took  eight  fish,  two  only  retained ;  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunder's  son  took  one  brace.  The  latter  two  gentle- 
men were  visitors,  and  it  is  very  pleasing  they  were 
so  successful.  One  gentleman  was  nominated  for 
membership.  J.  H.  Walkbe,  Hon.  Sec. 


HOLLO  WAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Much  watchfulness 
must  be  exercised  at  all  times,  and  the  earliest  evidences  of  ill 
health  must  he  immediately  checlced,  or  a  slight  illness  may 
result  m  a  serious  malady.  Relaxed  and  sore  throat,  diphtheria, 
quinsy,  coughs,  chronic  cough,  bronchitis,  and  most  other  pul- 
monary aftections  will  be  relieved  by  rubbing  this  cooling 
Ointment  into  the  skin  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  seat  of  the 
mischief.  This  treatment,  so  simple  and  effective,  is  admiralily 
adapted  for  the  removal  of  the  diseases  during  infancy  and 
youth.  Old  asthmatic  invalids  will  derive  marvellous '  relief 
from  the  use  of  HoUoway's  remedies,  which  have  brought  round 
many  such  sufferers,  and  re-estalilished  health  after  every  other 
means  had  signally  failed, 


LIMEHOUSE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Dock-road,  E.,  on  June  5,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Goodson  presiding.  The  chairman,  in  his  opening 
remarks,  stated  that  the  society  was  in  a  healthy 
condition.  During  the  x^ast  season  our  social  pro- 
gramme had  been  a  great  success,  the  two  dances 
being  well  attended,  no  less  than  3.50  visitors  and 
friends  favouring  us  with  their  company.  The 
members  had  dined  together  three  times,  the  last 
being  the  annual  dinner  on  June  2  at  Southend. 
The  chairman  also  remarked  that  notwithstanding 
the  success  of  the  social  side,  our  catches  had  been 
poor,  and  this  he  attributed  chiefly  to  the  fact  that 
members  did  not  trouble  to  weigh  in,  because  we 
practically  ignored  prizes.  He  thought  that  a  cup  to 
the  value  of  £5  would  create  more  interest  in  the 
society.  Although  he  detested  the  "pot-hunter,"  he 
thought  it  advisable  to  introduce  some  inducement  to 
get  members  to  weigh  in  at  headquarters.  The  auditor's 
report  showed  a  balance  of  £29  38.  OJd.  The  officers 
elected  were— President,  Mr.  H.  S.  Samuel,  M.P. ; 
vice-presidents.  Dr.  Godding  and  Dr.  Johnson; 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  J.  Stevens ;  committee,  Messrs.  Bones, 
Goodson,  McViell,  Smith,  Jones,  and  Stevens;  hon. 
sees.,  L.  T.  S.  Cloake  and  R.  J.  Wells. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
at  the  Globe  Hotel,  Upper  ToUington  Park,  HoUoway, 
on  June  5,  Mr.  P.  J.  Hudd  in  the  chair  ;  several 
important  alterations  and  additions  to  the  rules  were 
passed.  The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  chief 
business  of  the  evening — namely,  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  president,  Mr.  W.  Catter- 
mole,  vice-president,  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  and  treasurer, 
Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  were  unanimously  re-elected. 
Owing  to  pressm-e  of  business,  the  secretary,  Mr.  E.  F. 
Wymer,  tendered  his  resignation  which  was  accepted 
with  regret,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  accorded  him 
for  his  past  services.  Mr.  G.  Westrup  was  elected 
secretary.  The  following  form  the  committee :  Messrs. 
G.  Parsons,  J.  Parsons,  T.  F.  Ward,  P.  J.  .Jagels, 
J.  Potter,  and  J.  C.  Webb.  The  chairman  con- 
gratulated the  society  on  having  an  exceptionally 
strong  and  earnest  executive.  During  the  evening  the 
members  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  splendid  trout  of 
31b.  6Joz.  taken  from  the  club  water  by  Mr.  P.  W. 
Salmond  with  fly.  Although  a  good  fish,  this  is  by 
no  means  the  largest  yielded  by  the  club  water  in 
response  to  those  members  who  were  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  fly  being  up.  The  best  fish  was  a 
really  grand  specimen  weighing  51b.,  and  a  considerable 
number  were  taken  weighing  between  21b.  and  2Jlb. 
The  fishery  has  thoroughly  upheld  its  character  as  a 
high-class  trout  water.  The  best  fish  taken  with  the 
May  Fly  previously  were— 1899,  41b.  2oz.  ;  1900, 
31b.  4oz.  G.  W. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  MAY. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  86  tons 
15  cwts.  3  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  215  tons ;  2  tons  10  cwts.  at 
Shadwell,  representing  1  ton  in  about  114  tons ;  and 
3  tons  7  cwts.  3  qrs.  at  Portman  Market.  The  weight 
of  fi^h  delivered  during  May  at  and  near  Billings- 
gate Market  was  18,687  tons,  of  which  14,671  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  4,016  tons  were  delivered  by 
water ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery — 286  tons — 
was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at  Billings- 
gate were  bream ;  catfish  (1  ton  17  cwts.) ;  coalfish  (16 
cwts.)  ;  cockles;  cod  (1  ton  6  cwts.  2  qrs.)  and  cod-roes!; 
crabs ;  eels  (1  ton  18  cwts.  1  qr.) ;  gurnets  (13  cwts.) ; 
haddocks  (3  tons  5  cwts.) ;  halibut ;  Norwegian  herrings 
(1  ton  2  cvrts.  2  qrs.),  kippered  (1  ton  7  cwts.)  ;  lobsters  ; 
mackerel  (2  tons  7  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  mussels  (6  tons  2 
cwts.) ;  oysters  ;  periwinkles  (13  tons  17  cwts.) ;  plaice 
(27  tons  15  cwts.)  ;  salmon  (8  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  shrimps 
(3  tons  10  cwts.) ;  skate  (11  tons  10  cwts.) ;  soles ; 
tench  ;  whelks  (1  ton  4  cwts.) ;  whitebait ;  whiting  (6 
tons  10  cwts:) ;  and  witches. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C. 


THE  SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


On  May  28  a  meeting  of  the  general  committee  of 
the  above  association  took  place  at  28,  Renfield-street, 
the  offices  of  Mr.  Wm.  Sellar,  secretary  of  Glasgow 
District.  Dr.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  presided.  The 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Andrew  Smith,  W.S.,  Edinburgh, 
was  present,  looking  well  and  fit,  having  been  laid  aside 
for  some  time  with  severe  illness.  The  attendance  was 
somewhat  disappointing,  but  a  satisfactory  amount  of 
business  was  got  throvigh.    Among  the  more  note- 


worthy items  was  the  suggestion  by  Mr.  Smith  to 
considerably  extend  the  matter  in  the  book  of  mem- 
bership by  giving  a  short  digest  of  the  law  on  some  of 
the  more  important  legal  points  connected  with 
angling  for  trout,  illegal  fishing,  pollution,  etc.  This 
should  make  the  membership  book  not  only  a  most 
interesting  acquisition,  but  an  invaluable  book  of 
reference  on  some  of  the  more  knotty  points  in  matters 
affecting  anglers.  It  was  agreed  to  prepare  petitions 
in  favour  of  the  Close  Time  for  Trout  Bill  to  send  out 
to  angling  clubs  for  signature,  and  to  have  them  pre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Commons  by  members  of  Par- 
liament. Clubs  that  fail  to  receive  copies  of  these 
should  apply  without  loss  of  time  to  the  hon.  secretary, 
46,  George-street,  Edinburgh,  and  at  earliest  possible 
convenience  have  them  sent  on  to  their  representatives 
in  Parliament.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  much  satis- 
faction to  notice  from  time  to  time  the  assistance 
given  by  English  angling  clubs  in  supporting  this  Bill 
through  their  members  of  Parliament.  Others  intend- 
ing to  assist  in  this  way  should  do  so  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.      R.  Gilgillan,  Hon.  Treasurer. 


FISHING  COMPETITION  AT  ALNWICK. 


The  London  and  North  British  Works'  Angling 
Association  —  cmpUnjea  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers, 
fishing-rod  and  tackle  manufacturers;  Alnwick — held 
their  first  summer  angling  competition  on  the  River 
Aln,  last  Saturday  afternoon  ;  the  hours  of  competition 
were  1  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  The  weather  and  the  condition 
of  the  water  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  Fifteen 
members  entered  the  competition,  but  the  catches 
were  not  so  large  as  was  anticipated,  owing  doubtless 
to  the  river  having  been  running  more  or  less  in  flood 
during  the  week.  At  night  eleven  baskets  were  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy,  president  of  the  associa- 
tion, totalling  sixty-four  trout,  weighing  261b.  6Joz., 
and  out  of  the  number  the  following  were  declared 
the  winners  of  prizes: — First,  trout  reel,  presented 
by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  John  Waugh,  eleven  trout, 
weighing  51b.  5oz. ;  second,  fishing  creel,  presented  by 
the  girls  of  the  rod-tying  department,  William  Best, 
six  trout,  weighing  2ib.  lOoz. ;  third,  sporting  knife, 
pre.«ented  by  Mr.  J.  McCutcheon,  J.  Burn,  nine 
trout,  weighing  21b.  8oz. ;  fourth,  two  dozen  flies 
and  cast  line,  presented  by  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon, 
J.  Walker,  five  trout,  weighing  21b.  3oz.  The 
next  basket,  shown  by  Mr.  C.  Hardy,  weighed 
21b.  2oz.,  and  others  were  lesser  weights.  Mr.  J. 
Sharp  had  the  best  catch  of  the  day,  his  basket 
containing  sixteen  trout  weighing  71b.  7oz.,  but  he 
arrived  three  minutes  late,  which  disqualified  him 
from  taking  a  prize.  He  had  also  the  heaviest  trout, 
weighing  lib.  5Joz.,  the  prize  for  which,  owing  to  his 
disqualification,  went  to  John  Waugh,  who  was 
awarded  a  landing-net  presented  by  Mr.  C.  Hardy. 
His  heaviest  trout  was  16Joz.  The  prizes  were  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  William  Hardy,  senior  partner  of  the 
firm.  The  trout  were  principally  caught  with  natural 
minnow,  last  Saturday  being  the  opening  day,  but  Best's 
baskets  was  obtained  with  fly.  Several  individual 
anglers  also  got  good  baskets  with  natural  minnow, 
amongst  the  most  successful  being  Mr.  Chas.  Purvis, 
of  Westacres;  Mr.  W.  Hardy,  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  Mr. 
Yorke,  Alnmoath;  and  Mr.  W.  Forrest,  Shilbottle. 
Mr.  Purvis's  basket  contained  fourteen  nice  trout, 
Mr.  W.  Hardy's  seven,  Mr.  L.  Hardy's  ten,  weighing 
over  51b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Forrest's  ten,  weighing  over  61b., 
the  heaviest  being  over  lib.  in  -w Bight.— Newcastle 
Daily  Journal. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

8,483.  Jules  Henry  Paul  Tilarie  Delattre,  of  La 
Sooi^te  Annoyme  D'Epuration  des  Eaux- 
Vannes  D'Extraotion  des  jNIati^res  Grasses 
par  les  Precedes  Delattre,  17,  St.  Ann's- 
square,  Manchester.  A  process  for  treating 
fish  and  fish  refuse  and  in  apparatus 
therefor. 

10,745.  Fishing.  Mr.  W.  S.  0.  Smith,  6,  Park  Side, 
Hyde  Park  Corner,  London,  and  Mr.  H. 
Mann,  Sutton  Lodge,  Theydon  Bois,  Essex. 
Rod  fittings.  For  lubricating  purposes  the 
running  line  is  passed  through  a  case  clamped 
to  the  rod  and  filled  with  a  sponge,  etc. 
This  case  is  made  in  halves  and  screwed 
together,  and  each  fitted  with  a  sliding  and 
collapsable  end. 

7,590.  Mr.  Donald  Gray,  96,  Buchanan-street, 
Glasgow.  "  Improvement  in  and  relating 
to  joints  for  fishing-rods  and  the  like." 

7,681.  Mr.  William  Henry  Stubbs,  5,  Corporation- 
street,  Birmingham.  Improvements  in 
fish  hooks. 

7,828.  Mr.  James  William  Skinner  and  ;Mr.  Edward 
Shaw,  46,  Lincoln's-inu  Fields.  Improve- 
ments in  fishing  nets. 
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ANSWEBS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  C.  B.— The  nearest  trout  fishing  open  by  pajment 
withm  about  twenty  miles  of  Pangbourne  is  at  Hun- 
gerford  Write  to  the  secretary  of  the  Hungerford 
Fly  Fishing  Club.  ° 

Correaponbence^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opirmns 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

WHERE  TO  GET  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
NORWAY. 

Dbae  Sie,— In  your  last  issue  "  Mahseer  "  asks  for 
information  regarding  Norway  for  free  trout  fishing, 
I  recommend  Sandene   Nordfjord  as  headquarters. 
Here  C.  A.  Ryg  keeps  an  excellent  hotel,  and  has  a 
well-stocked  and  preserved  lake  at  Trodal  in  the 
mountains,  open  to  visitors  with  a  fishing  pass,  and 
excellent  catering.    "  Mabseer"  should  take  Wilson's 
Line  of  steamers  to  Bergen  (£7  return  ticket),  thence 
by  steamer  to  Sandene  (about  twenty  hours'  run 
R14).     He  will  be  boarded  at  Ryg's  Hotel  for  R5 
per  diem  (no  extra  charge  for  visit  "to  Trodal).  From 
Sandene  he  can  visit    Loen,  Olden  (good  hotels) 
excellent  free  fishing  in  the  lakes.    Bredheim  Lake  is 
two  hours'  drive  from  Sandene,  where  there  is  a  good 
hotel  kept  by  Elias  Red.    This  lake  is  fourteen  miles 
long,  and  fish  up  to  121b.  have  been  killed.  While  there 
I  took  larger  trout  in  it.    Sandals  Lake  is  to  be  reached 
by  a  drive  ;  it  has  good  fish  up  to  21b.    "  Mahseer  "  can 
return  to  Bergen  by  driving  from  Red  to  Egge,  where 
fair  fishing  can  be  had  in  a  river  running  past  the 
hotel.    A  drive  of  two  hours  will  land  him  at  Skei,  on 
the  east  end  of  the  Jolster  Lake  (twenty  miles  long) 
an  excellent  hotel  and  capital  sport.    A  steamer  will 
take  him  to  Neilsen's  Hotel  and  the  west  end  of  th 
lake— good  river  and  lake  fishing.    Thence  to  Forde, 
where  he  will  find  good  accommodation  at  Sivertsen's 
Hotel,  with  grand  fishing  in  a  mountain  lake,  rented 
by  Sivertsen.    A  drive  will  take  him  to  Sande,  where  he 
will  be  well  entertained  by  Herr  Sivertsen  with  lake  and 
river  fishing.    A  drive  will  land  him  at  Vadheim, 
where  he  will  take  steamer  to  Bergen,  after  a  delight- 
ful fishing  tour.    Let  him  write  to  Miss  Bennett 
Tourist  Agency,  Bergen,  who  will  (if  he  wishes  it)  take 
his  passage  by  steamer  from  Bergen  to  Sandene,  and 
furnish  him  with  particulars  of  the  route  from  Sandene 
to  Vadheim,  and  driving  coupons.  This  will  enable  him 
to  estimate  the  cost  of  such  a  tour.    While  staying  at 
Bergen  I  would  recommend  Smeby's  Hotel.     It  is 
situated  close  to  the  landing-stage,  and  is  admirably 
managed  by  Herr  Johannesen.    A  room  should  be 
engaged  before-hand.     Of  flies  I  would  recommend 
Heckham  and  Peckham,  Zulu,  Teal  and  Red,  Butcher, 
Gold  and  Green,  Mallard  and  Orange.  Trolling 
tackle  and  baits  should  be  taken  for  use  in  the  fjord 
at   Sandene,  where  sea-trout  are  to  be  had,  with 
occasional  grilse,  while  the  big  trout  in  the  Bredheim 
and  Jolster  Lakes  pay  no  attention  to  flies. — Yours 
truly,  H.  D.  W. 

P.S. — "Mahseer"  would  do  well  to  procure  a  copy 
of  "Trouting  in  Norway,"  by  Gerrard  Burton,  who 
describes  his  visits  to  most  of  the  places  I  have 
mentioned,  Sandene], is  passed  over,  as  he  did  not 
stay  there. 


WHERE  TO  FISH  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Deae  Sib,— Mr.  Peters  will  not  find  any  fishing 
worth  mentioning  in  the  Leguer  or  the  Trieux,  but 
from  Morlaix  there  is  now  a  light  railway  over  the 
hills  to  Carhaix.  Huelgoat  on  this  line  is  a  capital 
centre  for  fishing  two  or  three  excellent  trout  streams, 
notably  the  Aulve. 

Last  year  I  (May)  I  had  a  couple  of  days  on  this 
stream  and  had  excellent  sport.  The  fishing  is  free 
and  I  found  the  usual  flies  one  would  use  at  home  all 
that  was  necessary.  Of  course,  the  trout  are  not  quite 
uneducated,  but  if  you  can  catch  them  in,  say,  the 
Barle  or  Exe  about  Dulverton,  you  will  be  all  right  for 
the  Huelgoat  fishing. 

You  can  easily  do  a  day  from  Lannion  as  the  river 
runs  by  the  station  of  Huelgoat,  and  you  need  not  go 
to  the  village  itself,  which  is  five  miles  away.  If  you 
do  sleep  at  the  village,  you  can  fish  another  stream 
some  few  miles  the  other  side  of  it  next  day. 

There  is  one  long  pool  from  the  station  bridge  to  the 
mill  reserved  -for  netting  I  believe,  but  it  is  hardly  the 
water  for  fly,  and  so  its  preservation  need  cause  no 
regret  to  rodsters. 

I  wrote  a  short  account  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  soon 
afterwards,  about  June  I  fancy,  but  I  forget  the  date. 
Mr.  Peters  will  doubtless  find  it  somewhere  about  that 
time— June  last  year,  of  course. — Yours  truly, 

OySTEB. 


FLUKES  AND  SEA  FISHING  AT  SOUTHWOLD. 

Dear  Sik,— I  hope  you  will  allow  me  space  for  a 
few  remarks  on  the  letter  of  a  "  Deep  Sea  Angler," 
which  appears  in  your  issue  of  June  8,  as  I  am  one  of 
the  correspondents  who  have  amused  him ;  but,  alas, 


he  seems  to  have  read  the  letters  to  which  he  refers  in 
a  very  cursory  manner. 

My  last  few  Gazettes  have  been  borrowed  and  not 
returned,  so  I  am  dependent  on  memory,  but  I  don't 
think  either  Mr.  Tod  or  myself  betrayed  any  doubt 
"about  what  a  fluke  really  is."  Mr.  Tod  merely 
remarked  that  he  did  not  know  whether  the  flounder 
w-as  so  called  on  this  side  of  the  border,  and  I  men- 
tioned that  it  was  the  common  name  for  the  fish  in 
the  west  country.  I  don't  consider  that  either  of  us 
betrayed  any  doubt  about  it.  Now  it  appears  to  be  a 
term  used  on  the  east  coast  also,  and  doubtless  is  a 
synonym  in  most  parts. 

"Deep  Sea  Angler"  does  not  I  quote  my  letter,  I 
think,  quite  correctly.  I  believe  that  I  wrote  to  the 
effect  that  fiounders  were  principally  caught  in  the 
estuaries  of  tidal  rivers,  and  in  the  brackish  water 
higher  up,  and  even  where  it  became  almost  fresh,  but 
not  commonly  in  the  open  sea,  as  distinguishing  them 
from  dabs,  which  are  essentially  sea  fish. 

In  this  I  was  writing  from  memory  of  my  boyhood's 
fishing.  We  used  to  get  floimders  in  the  river  and 
near  the  shore,  but  went  over  the  bar  and  far  out  for 
dabs,  the  ground  for  the  latter  being  well  known  and 
ascertained  by  getting  the  cross  bearings  of  certain 
landmarks ;  but  there  we  did  not  expect  to  find 
flounders.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  find  I  am  wrong  as 
to  the  latter  not  being  numerous  in  deep  sea  fishing, 
and  should  be  glad  if  anyone  who  has  had  experience 
of  deep  sea  trawling  would  give  some  information 
about  it.  At  the  risk  of  appearing  hypercritical,  I  may 
say  in  conclusion  that  I  do  not  consider  the  water 
round  a  pier  can  fairly  be  described  as  open  sea,  nor 
fishing  from  a  pier  as  deep  sea  angling. — Yours 
faithfully,  A  White-Headbd  Novice. 


CASTLECONNELL  SALMON. 
Dear  Sib,— Perhaps  the  enclosed  snapshot  photo 
may  interest  some  of  your  readers.     It  was  taken 
by  my  son  who  killed  one  of  the  salmon  shown  on 
the  fly.    I  have  called  it  "  A  morning's  work  at  Castle- 


connell,"  as  both  fish  were  taken  before  lunch.  They 
fought  well,  and  thoroughly  tested  the  strength  of 
Mr.  John  Enright's  tackle,  weighing  49*lb.  between 
the  pair.— Yours  truly,  H.  C.  Woodwaed. 


CHARGES  AGAINST  SO-CALLED 
"LONDON  ANGLER^." 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  G.  J.  House 
has  called  attention  to  the  malpractices  of  certain 
London  anglers  who  visit  Edenbridge  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  behaviour  of  these  men  has  long  been  a  source 
of  complaint  in  the  district ;  they  care  not  for  size  of 
fish,  keeping  tiny  roach,  etc.,  no  larger  than  minnows, 
in  season  and  out  of  season  ;  they  care  for  no  man's 
ghts,  but  set  to  work  at  the  first  piece  of  water  they 
come  to,  and  are  by  no  means  civil  when  their  attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  they  are  trespassers. 

Three  years  ago  a  friend  rented  some  fishing  on  the 
Oxted  brook,  but  soon  had  to  give  it  up  as  it  was 
invaded  every  Sunday  by  a  lot  of  roughs  whom  nothing 
but  personal  violence  would  cause  to  shift.  Mr.  H. 
Hamblin,  of  Haxted  Mill,  complains  bitterly  to  me 
about  them.  He  has  a  mile  and  a  half  or  more  of 
water  on  the  Oxted  brook  and  the  Eden,  and  every 
Sunday  during  the  year  it  is  invaded  by  these  men ;  a 
common  dodge,  he  tells  me,  is  for  them  to  pretend  to 
be  foreigners  and  reply  in  some  unknown  tongue — 
possibly  Yiddish,  or  else  in  a  kind  of  pigeon-English. 

As  these  unwelcome  visitors  come  to  Edenbridge 
with  privilege  tickets,  it  is  obvious  they  are  members 
of  London  clubs,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  their 
committees  do  not  deal  with  their  infringements  of 
the  Fisheries  Acts, 


Of  course,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I 
accuse  the  whole  of  the  London  anglers  who  visit  our 
neighbourhopd  of  acting  in  an  imsportsmanlike  manner 
there  are  many  of  them  who  do  not  take  fish  out  of 
season,  and  respect  private  rights. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.' 

[Why  do  not E."  and  his  friends  prosecute  these 
ruffians.  It  is  no  use  writing  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  as 
it  does  not  circulate  among  such  a  crew  as  "  E." 
describes  ;  they  do  not  read  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  send  me  the  name  and 
address  of  the  secretary  of  the  "  Rippling  Stream  " 
Fishing  Club.  I  think  it  is  somewhere  in  Baker-street. 
Yours  truly,  F.  K. 

[Perhaps  some  reader  will  reply,  as  we  think  it  is  a 
newly-formed  club. — Ed.]  ' 


WORM  FISHING  ON  THE  RIVER  LARK. 

Deab  Sir, — Re  remarks  in  "Dragnet's"  notes  last 
week,  "  Raven,"  writing  to  your  smart  contributor, 
makes  some  foolish  remarks.  Speaking  of  the  Lark 
Angling  Association,  he  says,  "  It  was  resolved  by  the 
committee  to  put  a  stop  to  worm  fishing  for  trout,  etc. 
No  lover  of  angling  or  sport  would  be  seen  to  fish  for 
trout  with  a  worm — no  sport  in  it."  Surely  this 
sweeping  assertion  needs  some  qualification.  If 
"  Raven  "  refers  to  float  fishing  in  deep  or  coloured 
water,  I  am  in  agreement  with  him ;  but  to  say  ns  he 
does  that  taking  trout  with  a  worm  is  unsportsmanlike, 
and  by  inference  a  thing  no  angler  should  under  any 
circumstances  do,  is  simply  ridiculous.  The  angler 
who  can  take  trout  with  the  worm  in  low  clear  water 
during  J une  and  July  needs  no  apologist,  but  remarks 
such  as  those  of  "  Raven's  "  are  calculated  to  do  damage, 
and  mayhap  cause  pain. — Yours  truly, 

J.  S.  Clinch, 
President  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association. 
[In  many  of  our  southern  rivers  any  kind  of  worm 
fishing  for  trout  is  looked  upon  with  disfavour ;  but, 
of  course,  Mr.  Clinch  is  perfectly  right  as  regards 
north  country  streams. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  STAPLEHURST. 
Dear  Sib, — For  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not 
know  Staplehurst,  I  may  mention  that  it  is  a  station 
on  the  main  line  of  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway,  forty-two  miles  from  London,  and  situated  in 
a  large  fruit  and  hop-growing  country  in  a  very  pretty 
part  of  Kent.  There  are  plenty  of  very  pretty  walks 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  roads  could  not  be 
surpassed  for  cycling  or  driving. 

The  river  Beult  (a  tributary  of  the  Medway)  is  about 
a  mile  from  the  village,  and  contains  some  very  fair 
pike,  perch,  bream,  and  roach.  The  largest  pike  taken 
last  season  was  one  of  71b.,  but  several  larger  ones 
were  seen. 

The  chief  fishing,  however,  is  in  the  ponds  which 
are  very  numerous,  there  being  hardly  a  field  in  the 
parish  that  does  not  contain  at  least  one  pond. 
Nearly  all  contain  roach  or  rudd  and  eels,  and  a  good 
many  bream,  tench,  carp,  pike,  perch,  and  one  contains 
Igeon.  One  pond  has  carp  up  to  quite  71b.,  and 
rudd  up  to  21b.  in  weight,  also  eels  and  plenty  of  small 
pike,  all  of  which  (except  the  pike)  require  some 
catching.  The  largest  rudd  I  caught  there  last  season 
weighed  l:^lb.,  but  I  was  unable  to  land  any  of  the 
carp,  being,  however,  smashed  by  one  of  the  largest. 

A  good  many  of  the  ponds  contain  roach  and  rudd 
up  to  lib.  or  so,  and  tench  and  bream  up  to  21h.  or  31b. 
The  perch  do  not  seem  to  grow  to  any  size  in  the 
ponds,  and  the  pike  are  not  often  taken  more  than 
41b.  or  51b.,  the  largest  I  caught  weighing  3Jlb.,  but  I 
had  plenty  of  sport  landing  it,  as  it  had  managed  to 
get  the  line  entangled  round  a  hop-pole  that  was  stuck 
deep  in  the  mud,  and  I  was  obliged  to  land  that  as  well. 

Anybody  wishing  to  spend  a  quiet  country  holiday 
with  very  fair  fishing  could  not  do  much  better  than 
to  try  Staplehurst.  Very  good  and  moderate  apart- 
ments can  be  obtained  at  the  Crown,  Inn,  also  all 
information  about  the  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Baebeb. 


BAIT  FOR  BASS  AND  MULLET. 
Deae  Sie, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  could  inform  me  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette  the  best  bait  for  bass  and  mullet  fishing. — 
Your  favour  will  oblige,  yours  truly,  W.  Rice. 


CHEAP  SALMON  AND  TROUT  PISHING 
WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  oblige 
me  by  recommending  some  inexpensive  locality  in 
which  to  go  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  also  the  probable 
cost  for  licence,  etc.  I  am  recently  home  from  India, 
and  know  little  or  nothing  about  angling  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  particularly  with  a  fly. 

Also  I  should  be  glad  to  be  advised  as  to  a  good 
work  on  how  and  where  to  fly  fish,  with  illustrated 
plates,  coloured,  describing  the  various  flies. — Yours 
truly,  A.  T. 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAT,  JUNE  22nd,  1901. 


IN  THE  VALE  OF  THE  WHITE 
HOESE. 


By  the  Amateur  Angler. 
It  was  in  the  vale  of  the  renowned  White  Horse 
of  Berkshire  that  I  went  in  search  of  the  May  Fly, 
-and  a  few  other  things  besides,  in  this  month  of 
Jime,  1901.  There  are  other  white  horses  dug  out 
of  the  sides  of  mountains,  but  this  is  the  oldest  of 
the  family,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  carved 
out  to  commemorate  the  victory  of  King  Ethelred 
and  his  brother  Alfred,  afterwards  Kmg  Alfred  the 
Great,  over  the  Danes  at  Ashdown  in  the  year  871. 
It  consists  of  a  trench,  two  feet  deep,  cut  in  the 
side  of  a  steep  hill,  and  I  am  told  that  it  is  now 
partly  obliterated,  and  stands  much  in  need  of 
another  scouring  out,  such  as  that  so  graphically 
described  by  Mr.  Tom  Hughes  in  his  work,  "  The 
Scouring  of  the  White  Horse."  That  performance 
took  place  in  1857,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
allowed  to  get  silted  up  and  overgrown  with  weeds. 
Now,  at  the  approaching  commemoration  of  the 
millennial  of  the  great  king's  death,  seems  to  be  the 
time  for  giving  it  another  scouring. 

My  landlord  is  a  large  farmer.  He  himts  with 
the  V.  W.  H.  pack,  and  knows  all  the  country 
round ;  he  is  a  good  angler  to  boot,  and  has 
a  good  stretch  of  a  good  stream  in  a  secluded 
corner  of  Gloucestershire,  where  three  counties 
meet ;  and  it  was  here  that  I  and  my  good  friend 
The  Professor  came  to  fish.  Our  stream  is  con- 
siderably less  than  a  hundred  miles  away  from 
Fairford  on  the  Colne,  the  haunt  of  artists  and  of 
anglers.  There  it  is  that  Mr.  G.  A.  Abbey,  the 
celebrated  painter,  has  taken  up  his  abode.  I  have 
known  him  slightly  from  his  youth  upwards. 
In  driving  through  Fairford  one  day,  the 
handsome  little  man  and  great  painter  shot 
by  me  on  a  small  motor-car ;  there  was  no 
time  for  recognition,  and  it  was  only  then  that  I 
learnt  from  my  companion  that  he  had  a  charmino- 
residence  in  Fairford.  This,  however,  is  only  by 
the  way.  I  and  The  Professor  have  only  spent  an 
hour  or  two  at  Fairford.  We  had  a  look  at  the 
beautiful     church    and    its  gorgeously-painted 


windows,  and  listened  to  the  parrot-like  lustorical 
essay  on  the  paintings,  from  the  Roman  emperors 
to  John  the  Baptist,  delivered  to  us  by  a  grey- 
haired,  Roman-nosed,  respectable  old  m  erger,  who 
had  his  long  story  thoroughly  by  heart.  "  But," 
says  he,  "  I  don't  like  to  be  put  out.  Once,  some 
years  ago,  when  I  took  to  the  work  first  I  wasn't 
so  perfect  as  I  be  now,  I  was  telling  all  about  the 
Roman  emperors,  quite  glib-like,  when  a  lady 
pulled  my  arm  and  asked  me  some  foolish  question, 
and  I  was  so  completely  knocked  over  I  couldn't 
remember  a  bit  after  that,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
send  for  my  wife,  who  knows  the  whole  story  far 
better  than  me.    I  was  vexed,  to  be  sure." 

Then  we  walked  down  to  the  river,  and  cauQ'ht  a 
glimpse  of  the  beautiful  Colne,  and  we  coveted  it — 
a  wide  flowing  stream  with  abundance  of  weeds 
kept  down  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  so  that 
you  could  cast  anywhere  without  let  or  hindrance. 
We  had  a  short  chat  with  Mr.  Burge,  the  fishing- 
tackle  maker,  and  gathered  from  him  that  there 
had  been  a  fair  May  Fly  season.  The  landlord  of 
the  Bull  Hotel,  a  fine  rambhng  old  inn,  holds,  I 
think,  about  three  miles  of  the  river,  so  of  course 
the^  hotel  is  the  home  of  many  a  happy  angler 
during  the  angling  season.  I  need  not  expatiate 
on  that  subject,  for  doth  not  yoinr  bright  correspon- 
dent, "  Pan,"  keep  your  readers  well  posted  up  in 
all  that  is  being  or  has  been  done  in  this  fine 
river  and  the  neighbouring  streams  ? 

I  received  a  very  cordial  invitation  for  a  day's 
fishing  on  the  Colne  at  Bibury,  I  fancy  through 
"Pan's"  instrumentality,  but,  unfortimately,  I 
could  not  avail  myself  of  it.  I  hear  of  grand  doings 
on  this  river,  and  would  gladly  have  tried  it  if  I 
could  have  done  so. 

Our  own  stream  is,  as  I  have  hinted,  not  a 
hundred  miles  away  from   Fairford  —  let  those 
identify  it  who  can.    Generally,  I  may  say  that  it 
is  much  smaller  than  the  Colne.    There  are  plenty 
of  trout  in  it,  and  big  ones,  too,  but  they  are  not 
easy  to  catch.    The  Professor,  who  is  as  good  a 
hand  as  one  here  and  there,  and  I,  who  am  but  a 
mere  amate%tr  angler,  did  not  do  as  well  as  we 
might  and  could  have  done  had  circumstances  been 
more  in  our  favour.    It  is  not  much  of  a  May  Fly 
stream,  but  they  are  there  and  the  trout  take  them 
well.    You  may,  however,  walk  the  stream  for  a 
long  time  without  seeing  one ;  there  is  nothing  like 
what  we  have  been  used  to  on  the  Itchen  or  what 
one  hears  of  on  the  Colne,  so  that  one  can  fish 
with  any  other  fly  in  the  May  Fly  time  with  just 
as  good  a  chance  as  with  a  fancy  May  Fly.  The 
trout  were  not  specially  attracted  by  or  gorged  with 
it,  and  apparently  our  own  success,  such  as  it  was, 
would  have  been  just  what  it  was  had  there  been 
no  May  Fly  at  all.  The  imitations  we  used  mostly 
were  the  various  kinds  of  May  Fly,  the  Alder, 
and  Olive  Dun,  and  what  they  call  the  Buzzy' 
generally  known  as  the  Spent  Gnat—all.  hackle  for 
wings  and  bodies.     I  had  some  very  nice  ones 
made  by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  and  which  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  calling  "  Ragged  Robbin,"  as 
they  somewhat  resemble  that  pretty  field  flower. 
I  regard  it  as  a  telling  name,  and  I  hereby  present 
it  to  the  makers. 

For  the  first  three  or  four  days  the  weather  was 
favourable.    We  had  some  rain,  and  we  had  wind 
enough  in  the  right  quarter  to  cause  some  ripple 
on  our  too  clear  water ;  together  we  captured  about 
ten  brace  of  really  fine  trout,  many  of  them  over 
lib.  or  lilb.,  and  certainly  we  lost  many  more 
than  we  captured.     The  weeds  were  too  close 
together  in  patches  for  so  small  a  stream,  so  that 
the  trout  rising  and  hooked  in  a  narrow  rivulet 
between  two  beds  of  weeds  were  into  them  like  a 
shot,  and  once  there  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  pull 
them  out — indeed,  oftener  than  not,  after  many 
minutes  of  tussle,  they  broke  away.     One  bio- 
fellow,  which  I  had  changed  my  fly  three  times 
for,   and   which    promptly  took    my   "  Ragged 
Robbin,"   caused    me  no'  end  of  trouble ;  "my 
rod  was    bent    nearly  double  in  keeping  him 
from  getting  into  a  bed  of  flags;  he  managed  in 
spite  of  my  efforts  to  wind  himself  and  my  collar 
round  the  stem  of  a  flag,  and  there  he  swung  like  a 
calf  tied  to  a  stake.    Now,  I  should  like  to  be  told 
what  one  of  your  skilled  anglers  would  have  done 
to  get  that  trout  away.    The  only  method  I  could 
think  of  was  to  try  to  imwind  the  collar  by  slipping 
it  over  the  top  of  the  reed,  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  bimch  of  flags  was  in  deepish  water 
near  the  opposite  bank,  and  the  trout  was  in  the 
rivulet,  a  yard  or  two  wide  with  another  bunch  of 
weeds,  and  the  main  stream  between  me  and  him  • 


there  ho  was,  plauily  enough  to  be  seen,  quietly 
hanging  on  to  my  collar,  and  that  swung  round  tlio 
stem.  I  held  on,  my  hook  held  the  trout,  the  flag 
held  the  gut,  and  for  me  to  pull  was  only  to  risk 
rod,  Ime,  collar,  and  all.  My  trout  settled  the 
matter  at  last  by  making  a  tremendous  plunge, 
leaving  a  large  part  of  his  lip  firmly  attached  to  my 
hook  and  himself  at  glorious  liberty. 

After  that  time  the  weather  set  in  dead  against 
us— a  cold,  sometimes  bitterly  cold,  north-cast 
wind  l>lew  aslant  and  down  the  stream  and  faced  a 
blazing  sun.  There  is  very  little  stream  in  our  water, 
it  mostly  runs  dead  and  slow  and  as  transparent 
as  glass  ;  wc  could  almost  read  a  newspaper  on  the 
gravel.  There  were  the  big  trout,  floating  double, 
trout  and  shadow,  their  shadows  so  plainly  outlined 
on  the  sunless  side  as  to  make  one  think  they 
were  a  brace.  Useless  to  cast  over  them  ever  so 
daintily  ;  rather  aggravating  as  well  as  amusing  to 


see  a  big  trout  come  up  to  your  fly,  examine  it 
critically,  and  allow  it  to  pass  on.  I  found  that 
when  he  had  made  this  critical  examination  it  was 
useless  to  pass  the  same  fly  over  him  again,  and  it 
you  change  your  fly  for  something  more  like  the 
insect  he  was  now  and  then  sucking  in  (for  he 
never  makes  a  plunge  in  such  circumstances)  he 
treats  it  just  in  the  same  contemptuous  way. 
After  a  good  deal  of  fruitless  practice  of  this  kind, 
we  made  the  wonderful  discovery  that  it  is  work 
and  skill  thro-^vn  away  to  cast  a  fly  over  a  trout  in 
bright,  dead  water,  especially  when  the  sun  is  on 
it.  Of  course  we  waited  and  watched  for  a  windy 
ripple  and  a  clouded  sun,  but  for  this  we  had 
often  long  to  wait. 

It  was  useful  experience,  for  we  soon  came  to 
know  the  exact  spot  where  e-^-ery  big  trout  lay,  and 
we  were  not  long  in  finding  out  that  they  generally 
chose. for  themselves  the  most  inaccessible  quai-ters  ; 
they  really  seem  to  know  precisely  how  overhang- 
ing branches  or  tufts  of  weeds,  or  spreading  willows 
and  bushy  banks,  old  oaks  spreading  their  long, 
leafy  arms  do-wn  low  over  the  water  combine  to 
protect  them  from  the  wily  angler. 

I  know  a  spot  where  a  brown  trout  lies,  just  on 
the  edge  of  the  shade  of  a  very  thick  and  prickly 
hawthorn  ;  The  Professor  who  discovered  him  first 
says  he  is  the  monarch  of  the  stream,  and  claims 
him  as  his  o-wn  particular  property.    To  cast  up 
over  him  was  quite  impossible.   An  ardent  angler, 
regardless  of  having  his  clothes  torn  off  his  back 
and  his  flesh  excoriated  by  steel-pointed  thorns, 
might  perhaps  sit  silently  in  that  pleasant  bush 
for  an  hour  or  two,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  he 
may  wriggle  his  fly  down  over  him  ;  then  what 
may  happen  goodness  knows,  for  I  should  say  that 
to  land  a  21b.  or  31b.  trout  with  a  fly-rod  in  the 
middle   of   a   thornbush   is  not   a  pleasant  or 
tempting  operation.    Now  I  really  believe  that  I 
once  did  get  a  rise  out  of  that  trout.    I  got  over  a 
stone  wall  into  the  next  field  above,  and  under  a 
willow  which  hrmg  over  the  water  I  managed  to 
get  a  long  line  out,  and  allowed  my  "  Ragged 
Robbin  "  to  float  gently  down  under  the  willow 
and  round  the  corner  under  the  hawthorn,  where 
the  big  trout  lay,  quite  out  of  my  sight,  and  there 
came  a  big  splash  just  about  his  lair.    I  quite 
believe  he  came  at  me.    I  struck  as  soon  as  I 
could,  though   I   do  not   believe  in  very  quick 
striking  down-stream,  and   I   probably  was  too 
quick,  for  my  line  came  home  free.     I  did  not 
even  prick  the  old  gentleman — he  is  very  wide 
awake.    The  Professor  was  not  with  me  at  the 
time.    I  wish  he  may  get  him  before  he  leaves. 

It  saddens  me  to  tell  that  my  May  Fly  fishing  in 
the  month  of  June,  1901,  has  come  to  an  end,  as 
all  pleasant  things  do  in  this  changing  world.  The 
Professor  and  I  had  a  joyful  time  during  the  ten  or 
twelve  days  we  spent  together  in  this  secluded, 
quiet  spot,  discovered  for  us  by  Piscafor  Major 
and  hitherto  quite  unknown  to  either  of  us,  in  the 
Vale  of  the  White  Horse.  It  was  a  great  disap- 
pointment to  us  that  the  Major  could  not  join  us. 
Truly  a  pleasant  spot  it  is,  and  I  shall  always  look 
back  upon  the  time  I  spent  there  as  a  delightful 
episode  in  the  experience  of  my  old  age.  We  felt 
sprightly  and  yomig  as  we  sallied  forth  every 
morning  from  the  nice  old  farmhouse,  after  a 
sumptuous  bi-eakfast  with  the  familj-. 

Ah,  that  butter  and  cream,  that  ham  and  those 
eggs !  You  cannot  get  such  a  ham  as  that,  you 
Londoners,  for  love  or  money.  I  wanted  to  bu}- 
the  other  hind  leg  of  that  same  pig,  at  present 
reposing  on  the  rack,  but  neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  P. 
would  part  with  it ;  these  good  things  are  not  for 
sale.    We  all  started  fair  on  that  lovely  ham  the 
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first  morning,  and  nothing  remained  but  the  bare 
bone  when  we  left. 

We  sallied  forth,  I  saj',  every  morning — "  Youth 
at  the  prow,  and  pleasure  at  the  helm  "  (if  such  a 
metaphor  may  be  applied  to  an  old  man  going 
a-fishing),  our  satchels  well  lined  with  sandwiches 
cut  out  of  that  wonderful  ham,  and  at  midday, 
wherever  we  could  find  a  cosy  corner  sheltered 
from  the  blazing  sun  or  blustering  wind,  we  feasted 
as  hungry  men  should.  Talk  about  catching  fish  I 
Of  course,  we  caught  them  whenever  we  could,  and 
who  could  work  harder  at  the  sport  than  we  ?  But 
if  we  didn't  catch  them,  what  cared  we  ?  We 
were  as  happy  as  young  kingfishers,  The  Professor 
and  I.  Who,  indeed,  could  be  otherwise  with  such 
a  genial,  jovial,  humorous,  pleasant  companion  as 
The  Professor  ? 

To  a  worn-out  old  Londoner  I  wonder  if  any 
recreation  can  be  found  more  exhilarating,  more 
inspiring,  more  enjoyable — if  only  he  can  bring  his 
jaded  mind  into  unison  and  sympathy  with  his 
surroundings — than  to  roam  quietly  by  a  pleasant 
stream,  through  meadows  bespangled  with  the  lush 
glories  of  the  spring,  buttercups  and  daisies,  red 
clover  and  white,  field  marguerites  (or  moon- 
daisies),  rattle-grass,  ladies'  fingers,  ragged  robbins, 
meadow-sweet,  and  a  thousand  other  pretty  things 
all  mingled  together  to  form  a  solace  for  old  eyes 
and  a  soft  carpet  for  our  wearied  feet.  These 
pretty  things  so  enchanting  to  the  eye,  so  sweet 
and  alluring,  can  hardly  be  looked  on  as  unmixed 
blessings  for  the  angler — a  white  daisy  or  yellow 
buttercup  so  easily  picked  up  by  your  backward 
cast  as  you  are  throwing  over  a  rising  fish  is  a 
novel  addition  to  a  Dim  or  a  May  Fly  not  at  all 
attractive  to  your  trout ;  and  if  your  hook  once 
lays  hold  of  a  stem  of  rye-grass  or  a  sturdy  old 
dried  thistle  or  hemlock,  it  generally  remains  there. 
These,  however,  are  but  passing  troubles. 

I  sat  me  down  one  lovely  morning,  szih  tegminc 
fagi  (though  mine  was  a  willow,  not  a  beech),  the 
river  running  slowly  over  a  rather  shallow  bed  just 
in  front  of  me  and  under  a  wood  on  the  other  side, 
just  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  perfonnances 
of  a  fine  trout,  lib.  5oz.  in  weight — I  had  caught 
his  brother  a  day  or  two  before,  so  I  know.  I  sat 
there,  pleasantly  shaded  from  the  hot  sun.  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  homr,  watching  that  pretty  trout. 
His  headquarters,  for  predatory  purposes,  were  out 
in  mid-stream,  not  more  than  five  or  six  yards  from 
and  exactly  opposite  my  seat ;  but  he  regarded 
me  not,  or  only  thought  of  me  as  a  log,  or  as  a  bit  of 
the  tree,  or  something  of  no  interest  whatever  to 
him.  He  could  hardly  be  called  a  rover,  but  he 
kept  a  steady  look-out  ahead  and  aslant  upwards 
on  each  side.  If  he  saw,  as  I  frequently  saw,  a 
small  insect  coming  straight  down,  he  waited  till 
it  was  over  him,  and  then  he  would  quietly  suck  it 
down,  scarcely  disturbing  the  water ;  if  to  the 
right  or  left  he  would  go  up  slowly  a  few  yards 
to  meet  it.  Now  and  then  he  would  dart  ofi' 
straight  up  stream  as  if  startled  by  me,  but  it  was 
only  to  drive  off  another  trout,  an  intruder  as  big 
as  himself ;  this  one,  without  showing  fight,  would 
turn  roimd  and  be  off,  and  my  champion 
would  then  return  to  his  place  and  be  on  the 
alert.  Cin"iously  enough,  there  was  another  small 
trout  constantly  rising  and  making  small  circles 
in  the  water  two  yards  beyond  him,  and  of  this  he 
took  no  notice — he  was  probably  his  son,  and 
allowed  to  get  his  own  living  under  the  parental 
eye.  Not  once  during  the  whole  of  that  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  did  that  big  trout  make  a  single 
splash  in  the  water,  though  I  saw  him  take  in 
scores  of  insects.  "  Waiting  for  a  rise  "  under  such 
circumstances  is  slow  work.  I  was  well  placed  for 
watching  the  motions  of  this  fish,  but  in  the  worst 
possible  place  for  casting  over  him.  I  could  not 
get  further  below  him,  and  to  cast  down  upon  him 
from  above  would  have  been  equally  futile,  so  for 
the  time  being  I  decided  to  creep  silently  away 
without  causing  him  any  disturbance. 

While  I  was  waiting  under  my  willow  a  pair  of 
young  turtle-doves  came  from  the  wood  and 
alighted  in  the  tree  above  me.  One  soon  flew 
back  into  the  wood,  and  the  other  flew  down  to 
what  he  thought  was  a  patch  of  grass,  I  suppose 
to  get  a  drink,  but  the  patch  was  a  treacherous 
piece  of  weed,  and  he  flopped  down  into  the  water ; 
it  was  amusing  to  watch  his  struggles  to  get  out  of 
the  water  and  the  weeds  ;  he  succeeded  at  last, 
and  was  soon  off  into  the  woods  to  dry  his 
beautiful  feathers. 

This  is  a  wonderful  country  for  birds.  I  never 
heard  so  many  cuckoos — from  early  morning  to 


late  at  night  the  cuckoo's  monotonous  but  interest  - 
ing  song,  latterly  running  into  three  "  cucks  "  to 
one  "  coo,"  as  is  his  custom  when  contemplating 
departure,  seems  to  be  all  round  and  about  you  ; 
and  all  other  English  birds  appear  to  be  doubly 
plentiful  here  ;  water-ousels,  sand-pipers,  and  king- 
fishers are  not  wanting ;  nightingales,  thrushes, 
goldfinches,  green  linnets,  and  the  larger  wood- 
pecker are  constantly  heard  but  rarely  seen  the 
livelong  day  and  night.  I  want  to  see  the  place  in 
autumn, 

"  When  all  around  the  tempest  rings," 

And  I  hope  then  to  revisit  this  pleasant  but  name- 
less nook  of  Gloucestershu-e.  A.  A. 


WHAT  SPOKT  ON  THE  THAMES? 


At  the  time  of  writing  this  veracious  account  of 
the  fishing  in  the  Shepperton  backwater,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  new  century's  new  season, 
the  query  that  affords  me  a  title  appears  to  be  on 
every  angler's  lips. 

I  have  been  assailed  with  it  incessantly,  and 
have  made  free  use  of  it  "  on  my  own."  Everyone 
has  given  me  one  of  two  answers,  "  Very  poor,"  or 
"  None  at  all."  My  reply  has  been  chiefly  ex- 
pressed by  the  word  "poor,"  for  at  an  early  trial 
on  Monday  momiug  last  I  certainly  did  not  find 
the  chub  feeding  with  their  accustomed  freedom 
after  their  long  rest,  for  six  small  chub  in  some 
two-and-a-half  hours'  fishing  certainly  needed  no 
further  comment. 

The  big  weir  at  Shepperton  is  now  shut  down, 
sides  and  all,  consequently  there  is  a  push  of  water 
in  the  backwater  itself,  and  the  fish  have  been 
disturbed  by  the  increased  run.  Until  the  water 
lowers  again,  I  don't  think  we  shall  see  much  sport 
with  the  big  chub.  Many  rods,  as  usual,  were  at 
work  on  the  16th,  and  the  only  good  fish  I  could 
hear  of  was  a  3^1b.  chub.  A  few  small  barbel 
were  taken,  but  during  an  afternoon  spent  in 
watching  many  anglers  I  only  saw  one  chub,  about 
5 lb.  in  weight,  taken  from  the  Tumbling  Bay 
platform.  As  there  were  six  rods  at  work  with 
various  tackle  at  one  time,  the  result  of  one  chub 
is  remarkable  for  its  excellence. 

Until  the  recent  slight  showers  fell,  we  have  had 
a  nasty  water — a  bronzy,  coppery  hue  prevailing, 
with  the  surface  dazzlingly  bright  and  covered 
with  grass  dust.  The  rain,  light  as  it  has  been,  has 
cleaned  the  surface  very  considerably,  but  heavy 
rain,  long  continued,  is  wanted  to  clear  away  all 
the  broken  weed,  bits  of  grass,  etc.,  of  which  the 
water  is  very  full.  The  first  heavy  push  will  make 
matters  ten  times  worse  for  awhile  as  regards 
rubbish,  but  until  the  river  is  "  washed  "  and 
cleaned,  sport  will  probably  continue  poor.  I  am 
writing  from  my  own  experience,  and  only  hope 
the  experiences  of  others  have  been  far  more 
encouraging. 

For  the  information  of  roach-fishers,  I  may 
mention  that  the  Wey  has  coloured  the  Thames 
for  some  distance,  and  as  I  hear  there  was  a  pelting 
rain  at  Guildford  on  the  evening  of  the  16th,  the  Wey 
may  come  down  nmch  thicker  before  these  lines  are 
printed  ;  however,  it  is  early  yet  for  roach,  and  the 
few  I  have  seen  have  been  in  bad  condition,  sickly 
and  weak.  Chub  are  in  somewhat  backward  con- 
dition as  well,  the  milt  runs  from  some  of  the  fish, 
and  their  staple  food  seems  to  be  weed,  judging  by 
the  quantities  they  disgorge. 

Sport  with  the  trout  has  indeed  been  poor  during 
the  past  week  or  jtwo.  I  cannot  hear  of  a  single  good 
fish  being  taken  in  the  Tumbling  Bay,  though 
almost  everyone  who  has  fished  the  Shepperton 
weirs  has  had  a  rainbow  or  two,  and  I  had  the  fun 
of  landing  another  on  .Tune  1.5.  If  the  grown 
rainbows  only  fight  as  well  in  proportion  to  their 
size  as  these  young  ones,  there  is  some  fine  sport  in 
store  for  Thames  fishennen,  provided  the  fish  remain 
in  their  present  quarters,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  all 
undersized  fish  will  be  carefully  returned.  There 
is  no  possible,  probable  shadow  of  doubt  that  young 
rainbows,  at  all  events,  are  exceptionally  greedy, 
for  they  take  anything  they  can  ;  bleak,  gentles, 
bread  and  worms  are  accepted  with  avidity. 
The  fish  are  growing  very  fast,  and  are  very  hand- 
some, the  pinky-red  tinge  being  exceptionally 
beautiful;  as  "  chewers "  of  tackle  they  are  un- 
equalled by  anything  in  the  trout  line.  The 
experiment  of  placing  rainbows  in  the  Thames 
ought  not  to  lead  to  bad  results  in  such  a  big  river, 
but  the  present  craze  for  rainbows  may  possibly 


cause  the  owners  of  trout  streams  to  regret  the  day 
they  introduced  such  a  greedy  fish  to  their  waters. 

On  very  rare  occasions  is  a  fish  "  speared  "  by  a 
pimt-pole.  I  recently  saw  a  barbel  meet  with  a  bad 
accident  in  this  way  ;  the  fish  was  returned  to  the 
water  a  little  the  worse  for  wear,  for  it  had  a  big 
hole  in  its  head,  and  if  a  dead  barbel  has  been 
found  down  stream  thus  decorated,  the  finder  need 
not  attribute  the  damage  to  a  heron.  Fish  now 
and  then  meet  with  a  strange  ending.  I  once  picked 
up  a  dead  jack  that  had  evidently  been  nipped  in  a 
lock  gate,  and  a  mighty  trout  was  crushed,  I  think 
at  Penton  Hook,  in  the  same  way. 

After  considerable  rain  and  with  warmer  winds, 
what  sport  we  shall  have,  that  is,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  quantities  of  fish  that  are  to  be  seen  by  the 
early  riser.  The  fear  that  the  Thames  contains  but 
few  fish  need  not  be  seriously  entertained  for  one 
moment,  and  the  query  of  "  What  sport  ?  "  may 
any  day  change  to  the  exclamation  of  "What 
sport !  "  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 


ON  THE  TWEED  IN  MAY. 
By  R.  B.  Marston. 

{Continued  from  page  394.) 

Whether  I  shall  finish  this  article  or  not  seems 
doubtful. 

"  What's  him  for  ?    Do  for  my  bubbles." 

"  What's  in  that  box '?  " 

"  Funny  thing,  this  is." 

"  Why  for  smoke  that  long  cigar  ?  " 

"  Blackbird  down  there — see  ?  " 

"  Yes.    Won't  you  go  out  in  the  garden  ?  " 

"  No,  like  looking  at  your  fishing  fings." 

This  kind  of  conversation,  while  an  inquisitive 
three-year-old  rummages  in  the  drawers  and 
pigeon-holes  of  my  desk,  makes  writing  as  difficult 
as  catching  salmon  in  the  Tweed  was  when  we 
fished  it  in  May. 

"  Ah,  Cyril  will  hurt  hisself  if  he  plays  with 
that." 

Yes,  and  I  am  afraid  somebody  else  has  hurt 
hisself.  In  trying  to  open  the  powder  pan  of  an 
old  flint  pistol  a  small  finger  had  got  nipped. 
Rather  proud  of  having  hurted  hisself  with  father's 
pistol,  young  piscator  le|t  me  in  peace  for  a  bit. 

On  Thiursday,  May  9,  we  fished  one  or  two  of  the 
casts  below  the  Shiel  for  salmon  without  a  touch. 
In  turning  to  come  out  of  one  of  the  pools  I  saw  a 
salmon  between  me  and  the  bank  in  shallow  water ; 
the  poor  beggar  could  not  see  me,  for  he  was  blind, 
all  one  side  of  his  head,  half  of  his  body,  and 
part  of  his  tail  were  covered  with  the  bhie  mouldy 
fungus  of  the  salmon  disease.  I  called  Hendry  to 
bring  the  gaff,  and  he  waded  in  towards  the  fish, 
but  one  eye  was  evidently  all  right  for  the  invalid 
instantly  bolted  down  stream  at  a  much  faster  rate 
than  one  would  have  thought  possible  from  its 
condition.  A  year  or  two  before  he  died  the  late 
Frank  Buckland  telegraphed  to  me  to  come  up  to 
his  house  in  Albany-street,  as  he  had  something  to 
show  me.  When  I  got  there,  I  found  he  had 
received  a  lot  of  diseased  salmon,  and  he  wanted 
me  to  see  them.  It  was  a  sad  sight  to  see  the 
great  fish  covered  with  the  mouldy,  dirty-white 
patches.  I  asked  Buckland  if  it  went  deep  into 
the  flesh.  "  No,"  he  said,  and  with  a  lancet  he  cut 
through  a  patch  and  showed  me  the  flesh  under- 
neath, apparently  quite  healthy.  He  told  me  he 
thought  that  the  fish  died  of  exhaustion,  and  unless 
the  head  and  gills  were  attacked  that  they  lingered 
a  long  time.  He  thought  such  as  were  carried 
down  to  salt  water  probably  recovered  if  not.  too 
far  gone,  as  salt  killed  the  fungus.  Of  course,  if 
the  gills  get  choked  up  the  fish  soon  dies  of  suffoca- 
tion. I  found  a  big  grayling  at  the  last  gasp, 
floating  belly  up,  its  gills  almost  gummed  up  with 
the  wretched  mouldy  growth. 

Shooting  the  Line — Who  First  Invented 
THE  Method  '? 

Hendry  casts  a  capital  fly,  both  for  salmon  and 
trout,  and  I  got  him  to  have  a  cast  now  and  then 
when  I  wanted  a  rest.     I  had  strained  the  left  i 
shoulder,  a  month  or  so  previously,  and  foxmd : 
casting  from  that  side  more  painful  than  pleasant 
at  times. 

"  It  is  a  good  plan,"  said  Hendry  to  me  one  day,  ■ 
"  to  have  a  yard  or  two  of  loose  line  in  your  hand  \ 
when  you  cast,"  and,  suiting  the  action  to  the 
word,  he  pulled  in  a  yard  or  two  after  fishing  out ' 
the  cast,  held  it  with  the  left  hand  as  it  grasped 
the  rod,  sent  the  line  well  back,  and  then,  when 
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the  forward  cast  had  nearly  extended  the  line  over 
the  water,  the  left  hand  released  the  yard  or  two 
of  slack  which  shot  softly  through  the  rings, 
and  the  fly  and  line  fell  unchecked  on  the  water. 

Since  writing  these  last  lines,  I  remembered 
that  somewhere  I  had  described  "  shooting  the 
line  "  ;  I  took  up  "  Angling  and  How  to  Angle,"  a 
little  book  I  edited  in  1895  for  Messrs.  Fredk. 
Warne  &  Co.,  opened  it  at  random  at  page  118, 
and  the  first  words  I  read  were  these : — 

"  In  places  where  it  is  necessary  to  make  a 
long  cast,  after  each  cast  a  yard  or  two  of  line 
should  be  pulled  in  with  the  left  hand  and  left 
to  hang  down,  then  the  line  being  grasped 
between  the  rod  and  the  hand,  the  top  is  raised 
so  as  to  pull  the  line  up  to  the  sui'face,  and  then 
it  is  picked  off  the  water  by  a  backward  motion 


of  the  rod ;  then  when  you  send  the  line  forward 
again,  just  before  it  is  fully  extended  you  release 
'    the  loose  slack  and  that  is  carried  out.    This  is 
called  '  shooting  the  line,'  and  is  invaluable  in 
long  casting  or  incasting  with  a  heavy  line,  as  it 
enables  you  to  put  a  fly  on  the  water  almost  as 
lightly  as  if  it  had  fallen  from  a  tree." 
It  was  curious,  seeing  that  I  do  not  suppose  I 
have  read  this  again  since  I  wrote  it  in  1895,  that 
I  should  open  a  book  of  over  two  hundred  pages  at 
the  very  place. 

I  wonder  who  first  invented — found  out  is  perhaps 
a  better  expression — this  most  useful  adjunct  to  fly 
casting?  Francis  Francis  describes  it  in  his  in- 
valuable "Book  on  Angling i"  first  published  in 
1867,  but  thirty  years  before  that  Stoddart,  in  his 
"  Angling  Reminiscences,"  had  given  a  description 
of  this  method  thus  (p.  17) : — 
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"  While  angling  for  salmon  Leister  adopted  a 
method  which,  without  doubt,  materially  increased 
the  length  of  his  cast.  He  had  a  custom  of  drawing 
in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  line  by  means  of 
his  hand  and  allowing  it  to  dart  out  witli  the  rest 
when  in  the  act  of  throwing.  We  have  heard  him 
remark  that  he  gained  abo\  e  a  fathom  of  water  by 
this  system,  but  we  never  had  the  inclination,  or 
perhaps  the  necessity,  to  adopt  it  ourselves." 

Stoddart  dedicated  his  hook  to  Jack  Leister,  and 
describes  him  as  the  best  and  most  enthusiastic 
Tweed  angler  he  had  ever  seen.  Another  dodge  of 
Leister's  was  one  he  used  for  projecting  his  flies 
under  trees.  "  After  describing  a  (juarter  circle 
rapidly  on  either  side  of  him  at  a  yard's  height 
from  the  ground,  so  that  he  kept  free  from  any 
intervention  of  the  upper  branches,  lie  recovered 


his  line  in  such  a  manner  that  it  proceeded 
directly  from  his  rod  across  the  stream  towards  the 
very  spot  which  he  intended  it  to  traverse.  We 
could  never  thoroughly  understand  the  principle 
upon  which  this  effect  was  obtained,  no  propelling 
force  being  employed  from  behind." 

Stoddart  could  not  have  watched  his  friend  very 
closely,  or  he  would  have  seen  the  forward  thrust 
of  the  rod  which  switches  the  line  out  at  right 
angles  to  the  direction  it  was  travelling  in — a  very 
useful  dodge  in  fishing  a  wooded  stream,  but  one 
requiring  a  good  deal  of  practice.  I  believe  my 
friend,  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Chatterton,  describes  it  in  his 
charming  little  "  Essay  on  Fly  Fishing,"  published 
in  1878,  but  I  have  unfortunately  lost  my  copy. 
Mr.  Chatterton  also  describes  shooting  the  line  by 
extending  the  rod  as  if  you  were  going  to  stab 
somebody. 
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Wet  and  Dry  Fly  Trout  Fishing  o.\  the  Tweed. 

After  lunch  on  May  9,  not  having  moved  a 
salmon,  we  decided  to  go  up  to  the  top  of  the 
water  and  try  for  trout  with  the  fly.  I  had  noticed 
a. big  yellow-legged  dun  on  tlie  water,  and  seen  a 
fish  rise  now  and  then  as  we  walked  up  to  the  pool 
above  the  Slates,  so  I  put  on  the  largest  Yellow 
Dun  I  could  find  on  a  No.  1  eyed  hook  (the  natural 
was  bigger  than  any  fly  of  the  kind  I  have  seen  on 
any  other  river,  and  as  it  came  down  it  seemed  to 
stand  on  the  water  with  its  straw-coloured  legs 
bundled  up  under  it).  I  decided  to  try  three  flies 
— the  Yellow  Dun  at  end,  and  two  of  Mr.  Forrest's 
capital  double  hooked  midges  above  it — a  "  Green- 
well's  Glory"  in  the  middle,  and  then  a  "Part- 
ridge's Fancy "  (called  after  Mr.  Forrest's  head 
man,  Mr.  Partridge).  Some  years  ago  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod,  who  had  long  known  the  advantages  of  the 
wee  double  hook  midges — made  with  two  separate 
hooks  whipped  together,  not  soldered  together  or 
in  one  piece — suggested  to  Mr.  Forrest  to  have 
the.se  double  hook  midges  made  with  a  metal  eye, 
and  I  can  strongly  recommend  dry  fly  anglers  to 
call  at  Messrs.  Forrest's  London  branch  at  24, 
Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,  managed  by  one  of 
Mr.  Forrest's  sons,  Mr.  John  Forrest,  who  is  a  very 
clever  fly-fisher,  to  see  these  little  double-hook, 
floating,  eyed  flies. 

They  certainly  give  an  extra  chance  of  landing 
big  trout  when  it  is  imperative  to  use  double  and 
treble  noughts  ;  the  only  drawback  is  that  the  hooks 
take  a  little  longer  to  get  out  of  a  fish,  and  hang  in 
the  landing-net  in  an  exasperating  way  at  times. 
Hendry  does  not  care  for  them,  and  for  trout  under 
a  pound  I  think  I  would  as  soon  use  the  single 
hooks  ;  but  there  is  no  mistake  about  their  holding. 
I  broke  several  in  getting  them  out  of  the  fish  when 
they  were  taking  well,  and  I  did  not  want  to  lose 
time,  and  consequently  lost  more  by  having  to  put 
on  a  fresh  fly. 

I  am  endeavouring  to  make  these  discursive  notes 
useful,  and  must  not  forget  to  say  that  I  found 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  plan  of  carrying  the  landing-net 
and  landing  and  taking  off  fish  invaluable.  I  have 
nearly  always  used  it  when  carrying  a  creel  since 
he  described  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  many  years 
ago.  The  beauty  of  it  is  that  it  enables  you  when 
wading  to  use  both  hands  for  taking  the  fly  out  of 
a  fish  or  puttmg  a  fresh  one  on,  or  lighting  a  pipe, 
or  getting  your  cast  out  of  a  tangle.  The  butt  of 
your  rod  is  pushed  down  inside  your  waders,  the 
net  is  held  by  the  two  rings  or  loops  on  your  creel, 
and  there  you  are. 

I  waded  in  and  began  fishing  the  three  flies  wet. 
The  fish  were  rising  well,  and  I  soon  had  several, 
nearly  all  on  the  Greenwell's  Glory — what  a  grand 
little  fly  it  is  on  the  Border  streams.  My  Yellow 
Dun  was  hardly  noticed  by  the  fish,  and  I  soon 
found  that  they  took  just  as  little  notice  of  the  large 
natural  yellow-legged  fellow  which  was  hatching 
out  in  fair  numbers.  It  was  a  dull  afternoon,  with 
a  keen,  cold  east  wind  blowing  upstream,  too  cold 
to  be  pleasant,  just  the  day  for  the  Iron  Blue,  I 
thought,  and  on  watching  the  water  a  little  more 
carefully  I  found  that  that  was  just  what  they 
were  doing — neglecting  the  big  Yellow  Dun  and 
taking  a  very  small  Iron  Blue.  I  took  oft'  my  end 
fly  and  put  another  little  Greenwell  on  in  its  place, 
and  began  killing  trout  on  all  three  flies,  fished 
wet — that  is,  I  cast  across  and  upstream  a  yard 
above  where  a  fish  had  risen,  and  as  the  flies  came 
over  it  I  saw  a  yellow  flash  just  under  water, 
and  if  I  turned  my  wr-ist  at  that  instant  I  felt  the 
fish  fightmg  for  its  life,  but  if  I  missed  seeing  the 
flash  of  light  reflected  on  the  golden  side  of  the 
fish  as  it  turned  it  was  too  late,  and  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  see  that  signal  in  a  strong  stream. 
If  the  flies  went  over  a  fish  and  I  saw  no  move- 
ment I  let  them  go  on  and  come  roimd,  and  then 
often  enough  I  got  a  pull,  and  now  and  then  a 
fish.  But  in  my  opinion  the  chief  thing  in  wet 
fly  fishing  on  a  stream  like  the  Tweed,  and  every 
rapid  river  is  mox*e  or  less  like  it,  is  to  tighten 
the  line  the  instant  you  see  that  flash  under  the 
surface.  As  the  flies  and  line  come  down  with  the 
stream  I  keep  the  point  of  the  rod  moving  down 
also,  held  well  down  almost  horizontal  with  the 
sm-face  ;  then  when  the  fish  comes  it  only  requires 
a  sharp  turn  over  of  the  wrist  to  send  the  rod 
point,  not  up  in  the  an-,  but  with  a  horizontal 
movement  sideways  from  the  fish. 

I  have  heard  anglers  say  that  it  is  all  nonsense 
to  talk  about  hooking  fish  with  a  "  turn  of  the 
wrist,"  that  it  requires  much  more  action  than 
that.    If  they  will  try  this  simple  experiment  I 
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think  they  will  admit  they  are  wrong.  Hold  a  rod 
—a  waliing-stick  will  do— as  it  would  be  held 
after  makmg  a  cast  with  the  thumb  uppermost 
extended  on  the  top  of  the  rod,  then  turn  the  wrist 
over  from  lleft  to  right,  slowly  grasping  the  rod 
tight  until  the  knuckle  of  the  little  finger  is  turned 
uppermost.  It  will  be  seen  that  although  the 
wist  has  only  made  a  quarter  turn  (it  won't  go 
any  further)  the  point  of  the  rod  has  travelled 
through  several  feet. 

To  lift  the  rod  up  straight,  as  if  you  were  going 
to  hit  the  sky  overhead,  seems  to  be  a  natural 
impulse  when  you  get  a  rise ;  I  often  find  myself 
doing  it,  until  l  miss  a  fish  or  two,  and  then  I  think 
of  the  golden  rule — to  strike  sideways,  right  or 
left,  and,  if  you  are  casting  up-stream,  to  draw  in 
the  slack  as  it  comes  down  on  you. 

Theee  Flies  Fished  Dry. 
After  fishing  some  time  with  the  three  wet  flies, 
and  getting  a  good  many  trout  all  in  about  fifty  or 
sixty  yards  of  stream,  I  went  back  to  the  head  of 
it,  as  I  could  see  fish  rising  on  the  far  side  of  the 
stream,  and  wading  in  well  I  found  I  could  just 
reach  them,  but  the  current  in  between  swept  the 
flies  _  away  too  quicldy.  I  had  a  little  ordinary 
medicine  bottle  in  my  pocket  with  some  paraffin  in 
it.  I  had  wi-apped  the  bottle  in  blotting  paper  and 
tied  it  round  with  a  bit  of  twine — this  was  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  preser^•ing  it  from  getting 
smashed  in  my  pocket.  In  the  slacker  water  on 
the  other  side  I  saw  as  I  got  nearer  that  several 
trout  were  taking  the  floating  fly,  and  I  remembered 
my  bottle  of  oil.  Then  I  found  an  extra  advantage 
in  the  blotting  paper  roimd  the  bottle.  I  had  only 
to  press  the  wet  flies  on  it  and  they  were  nearly 
dry,  then  I  put  them  into  the  bottle,  put  my  finger 
on  the  neck,  shook  the  bottle,  and  the  flies  were 
oiled,  and  a  squeeze  on  the  blotting  paper  took  out 
the  superfluous  oil.  After  a  cast  or  two  I  could  see 
all  thi-ee  flies  floated  well,  and  I  waded  across  and 
cast  up  to  rising  trout  and  caught  several  that  way. 
Where  I  could  not  fish  the  flies  dry  properly  I 
pulled  them  under  after  casting  and  fished  them 
wet.  Most  of  the  fish  I  got  in  the  stream  above 
the  Slates,  and  the  rise  was  getting  slack  when  I 
left  it,  so  we  walked  down  pretty  fast,  only  stopping 
to  try  a  likely  place  here  and  there.  The  basket 
weighed  141b.  with  the  fish  and  IJlb.  without  when 
we  weighed  it  separately— say,  121b.  for  the  thirteen 
brace  (of  which,  I  should  guess,  about  two-thirds 
took  the  wet  fly  and  one-third  the  dry)  taken  in 
less  than  three  hom-s. 

Next  day  we  had  a  drive  out  Ancrum  way  in  the 
morning,  and  after  lunch  I  fished  for  trout  for 
about  three  hours,  and  again  using  three  flies  I 
got  eight  or  nine  brace  which  weighed  121b.  with 
the  basket— say,  101b.  of  fish— nearly  all  with  the 
dry  fly  and  nearly  all  in  one  long  stream  a  few 
hundred  yards  above  the  Shiel  and  on  the  same 
side.  I  first  fished  the  water  above  me  with  the 
flies  dry  and  could  always  see  all  three  little  specks 
coming  down  nicely  in  a  hne,  and  as  a  rule  they 
■  were  too  tempting  to  be  refused. 

Then,  without  moving,  I  fished  the  stronger, 
rougher  water  opposite  me  and  got  fish  that  way, 
sometimes  with  the  di-y  and  sometimes  with  the 
wet  fly.  To  dry  them  only  a  cast  or  two  in  the  air 
was  required  and  to  sink  them  merely  a  gentle 
twitch.  Sometimes  one  of  the  flies  was  floating  on 
the  surface  and  the  others  sanl£,  so  the  fish  could 
have  their  choice. 

If  I  had  not  been  so  bothered  by  having  to  take 
salmon  smolts  ofi'the  hooks  every  now  and  then,  I 
should  have  had  many  more  trout,  but  I  had  quite 
enough  to  confirm  my  belief  that  in  any  stream 
where  trout  take  the  fly  they  will  take  it  dry  at 
times ;  there  are  times  when  they  will  only  take 
the  natural  just  under  the  surface.  This  is  often 
the  case  on  the  best  of  om  south  country  streams. 

With  a  note  or  two  on  the  Makerstoun  Water, 
creeper  fishing,  upstream  worm  fishing,  the  Teviot, 
etc.,  I  shall  -vvind  up  next  week,  and  only  hope 
some  hints  I  have  given  may  prove  useful  to  some 
of  my  readers. 

{To  he  continued.) 


LJRA  PISCATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  BiT-Ily  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  puetry  of  our  time 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  AH  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  :  the 
genial  humour,  for  example  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


ENGLISH-MADE  FISHING  BASKETS. 

Messrs.  Eobinson,  George  &  Co.,  basket  and 
general  wickerwork  manufacturers,  19,  Friargate, 
Derby,  send  us  specimens  of  their  excellent  fishing 
baskets,  chiefly  of  English  make.  They  will  make 
any  article  of  wickerware  to  order,  wholesale  or 
retail. 

Salmon  anglers  would  be  able  to  get  from  this 
firm  very  cheap  and  strong  green  rush  mat  baskets, 
which  are  much  better  than  straw  or  rushes  for 
sending  salmon  by  rail. 


The  "Piscator"  Creel. 

Made  of  finest  white  willows.  A  very  nice  light 
creel,  made  in  five  sizes.  No.  4,  the  largest  but 
one,  weighs,  with  web  strap,  only  iJlb. ;  it  will 
hold  151b.  or  161b.  of  trout.  Price  7s.  3d.,  with 
strap. 


The  "Combination"  Fishing  Basket. 


Size  1— Length  13 1  inches,  breadth  8i  inches, 
depth  lOi  inches,  price  5s.  6d.  Size  2— Length 
15  inches,  breadth  9  inches,  depth  11^  inches, 
price  6s.  With  good  strong  leather  strap  6d.  extra.' 
These  baskets  are  very  strong,  and  are  a  combma- 
tion  of  the  fishing  basket,  lunch  basket,  and  fishing 
stool.  They  have  three  divisions — one  for  fish, 
one  for  lunch,  and  a  third  for  tackle,  etc.  They 
are  so  strong  that  they  can  be  used  as  seats  when 
bottom  fishing ;  they  are  made  of  the  finest  buff 
willows,  well  varnished. 

In  addition,  Messrs.  Eobinson,  George  &  Co. 
make-  an  excellent  "  Holdall "  green  rush  mat 
fishing  basket,  made  with  deep  capped  lids,  strongly 
bound  handles,  and  with  broad  bands  round  both 
ends  and  sides.  Sizes  3  and  4  are  fitted  with  an 
inner  pocket  running  the  whole  length  of  the 
basket,  which  is  much  appreciated  by  fishermen 
for  carrying  lunch,  tackle,  etc.  Made  in  four  sizes, 
from  Is.  6d.  to  3s. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


FISHEEIES  (IKELAND)  BILL. 

Under  the  above-named  title,  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Steam  Trawling  (Ireland)  Act,  1889,  is  now 
awaiting  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  Steam  Trawling  (Ireland)  Act,  1889,  enables 
the  inspectors  of  Irish  fisheries  to  prohibit  steam 
trawling  within  a  certain  distance  of  the  coast  of 
Ireland.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  the  powers 
conferred  on  ofiicers  and  petty  officers  of  the  navy 
and  coastguards  by  section  86  of  the  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  Act,  1842,  to  go  on  board  any  vessel 
employed  in  fishing  and  examine  the  nets  of  such 
vessel,  and  to  seize  any  illegal  nets  or  engines,  were 
extended  to  the  inspection,  etc.,  of  steamers  or 
steamships,  or  vessels  propelled  by  steam  employed 
in  fishing,  by  subsection  ;  (2)  of  section  3  of  the 
Steam  Trawling  (Ireland)  Act,  1889. 

The  present  Bill  proposes  to  confer  these  powers 
upon  officers  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
officers  aj^pointed  by  them  for  the  purposes  of  the" 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act,  1842. 

The  Bill  also  proposes  to  raise  the  maximum 
fine  for  illegal  trawling  from  £.5  to  ^100,  and  to 
provide  for  the  service  of  a  summons  directed  to  a 
person  engaged  in  illegal  trawling  by  leaving  a  copy 
of  the  summons  at  the  place  of  abode,  or  place  of 
business  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  and  to  make 
the  owner  liable  for  the  fine  if  it  is  not  paid  by  the 
person  convicted. 

The  Bill  further  proposes  that  two-thirds  of  all 
sums  levied  as  fines,  or  arising  from  the  sale  of 
captured  nets,  etc.,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  applied  for  the  general  purposes 
of  sea  fisheries.  Under  the  existing  law  two-thirds 
of  all  such  sums  must  be  paid  to  the  Board  of 
Conservators  of  the  district  in  which  the  ofience 
was  committed,  and  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  for  such  district. 

The  Bill  was  prepared  and  brought  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland ;  it  is  a  Government 
measure.  ^.  2, 


THE  CKAVEN  MIXTUEE. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Carreras,  of  7,  War  dour- street, 
Leicester-square,  sends  us  some  more  of  his  very 
fine  "  Craven  Mixture  "  tobacco.  Having  already 
noticed  it,  we  sent  it  to  a  friend  who  smokes  more 
than  he  does  not  smoke,  and  he  says : — "  The 
tobacco  people  of  Bristol  are  in  despair.  For 
twenty  years  a  certain  famous  bird's-eye  has  been 
my  pet  selection ;  this  old  alliance  is  broken.  I 
am  taking  to  the  mild  and  delicious  '  Craven ' 
blend.  Now  I  understand  Mr.  Barrie's  success  as 
a  novelist." 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  "Boole  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
3.  Gekvillb  Fbnnbll.) 

{Continued  from  page  397.) 

CHAPTER  Y.— continued. 

Ledgering  for  Roach. — Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  in 
the  Field,  Nov.  21,  1868,  in  speaking  of  the  ill 
success  others  had  had  amongst  the  roach,  says  : — 
"  I  was  at  Streatley  a  fortnight  since,  accompanied 
by  two  others,  and  caught  a  good  many  roach, 
all  large.  We  used  a  gut  ledger,  a  good-sized  perch 
hook  two  feet  from  the  bullet,  and  baited  with  the 
tail  of  a  lob-worm,  or  rather  a  lob-worm  with  the 
head  nipped  off.  The  ground-bait  consisted  of  lob- 
worms cut  up  small  and  thrown  in  by  handfuls, 
without  clay.  The  spot  chosen  was  a  quiet,  deep 
eddy,  so  that  the  ground-baits  remained  on  the  spot. 
We  did  not  strike  at  the  first,  but  at  the  second 
or  third  tug,  according  to  the  pull  of  the  fish  ;  for 
you  must  remember  we  had  a  large  bait  for  a  small 
mouth.  Quiet  in  the  punt  is  necessary  ;  no  getting 
up  and  shaking  about,  or  the  fish  will  flock  off 
elsewhere.  By  this  method  another  member  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  and  myself  succeeded,  some 
four  years  since,  in  basketing  in  one  day  75lb. 
weight  of  roach,  and  a  tench  of  31b.  Thirty  of  the 
roach  weighed  upwards  of  a  pound  each." 

We  cannot  recommend  the  old  plan  of  ledgering 
with  a  line  running  through  a  cofiinlead,  but  when 
circumstances  will  not  allow  the  use  of  a  float,  we 
use  one  fitted  up  in  the  following  manner : — The 
lead  should  be  flat  and  triangular,  if  fishing  at  all 
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across  stream  ;  if  fishing  down  stream  a  bullet  will 
answer,  to  which  the  end  of  the  running  line  is 
made  fast.  A  fine  gut  bottom,  about  three  feet 
long,  is  looped  to  the  line,  about  six  or  eight  inches 
above  the  lead,  which  latter  may  be  from  |oz.  to 
loz.  in  weight,  but  should  never  be  heavier  than 
absolutely  necessary. 

Tight  Corking  in  the  Nottinghamshire  Style. 
—This  is  a  most  killing  mode  of  fishing  for  barbel, 
bream,  and  roach,  in  water  of  almost  any  depth 
where  the  current  is  gentle.  A  large  swan  quill 
float  is  used,  fine  line,  a  few  very  large  shot  several 
inches  apart,  the  nearest  one  eighteen  inches  or 
two  feet  from  the  hook.  The  bait  used  is  generally 
a  lob-worm,  or  the  tail  of  one  ;  sometimes  greaves 
or  cheese.  The  line  is  left  from  three  to  five  feet 
longer  than  the  depth  of  water.  The  bait,  etc.,  is 
thrown  down  stream,  and  then  allowed  to  take  its 
own  position,  the  top  of  the  rod  being  kept  perfectly 
still.  The  extra  length  of  line  should  be  so  pro- 
portioned that  the  lowest,  or  two  lowest,  shot 
remain  on  the  ground,  the  float  being  in  a  slanting 
position.  This,  in  fact,  constitutes  a  very  delicate 
but  effective  style  of  ledgering. 

Disturbance  by  Jack.— Most  roach  fisJiers  have 
been  annoyed  at  times  by  jack  dashing  in  among 
the 'roach  collected  by  the  attractions  of  groimd- 
bait.    But  in  good  roach  waters  the  presimied 
unwelcome  intrusion  of  jack  has  its  advantages 
as  well  as  its  disadvantages.    True,  the  angler  is 
occasionally  annoyed   while  playmg  a  roach  at 
having  a  jack  seize  it  for  a  time,  and,  it  may  be, 
break  away  with  both  roach  and  hair  hook.  This 
has  often  occurred  to  us,  and  upon  one  occasion 
at  Byfleet  Mill  tail,  we  had  three  visits  of  this 
nature  in  less  than  an  hour,  but  it  is  always  in 
the  power  of  the  angler  to  fit  up  a  bait  and  hook 
as  a  lay-bye  for  such  gentlemen  if  he  so  desires  it. 
For  our  own  part  we  see  much  good  in  their 
presence,  particularly  if  you  are  fishing  with  strong 
gut  tackle,  as  they  keep  away  the  small  fry  of 
minnows  and  juvenile  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  which 
generally  infest  the  best  swims.    The  fact  that  the 
big  fish  contmue  to  feed  in  spite  of  the  proximity 
of  Master  Jack,  is  the  best  proof  of  what  we  say, 
and  if  you  take  this  bugbear  or  bogy  to  the  infant 
fins  out,  you  will  assui-edly  have  the  whole  nursery 
back  again.    There  is  another  error  in  reference  to 
roach,  which  to  us  appears  to  be  more  prevalent 
than  it  ought  to  be  with  the  great  opportimities 
for  observation  which  almost  every  visit  to  the 
river  afibrds  to  the  angler.  We  allude  to  the  notion 
that  roach  are  scared  at  the  approach  of  pike,  or 
rather  that  they  never  consort  together.  Nothing 
can  be  farther  from  the  truth  than  this.    We  have 
seen  jack  hundreds  of  times— yes,  we  say  hundreds 
of  times— lying  perfectly  still  with  a  shoal  of  roach 
above,  below,  and  around  him,  each  member  of  the 
shoal  fearlessly  swimming  over  and  around  their 
enemy,  and  close  before  his  jaws.    We  mentioned 
this  cu-cumstance  to  the  late  Colonel  Wood,  the 
member  for  Middlesex,  and  had  fortunately  an 
opportunity  soon  after,  from  the  bridge  over  the 
lake  at  Littleton,  to  convince  him  of  a  fact  which 
had  taken  all  his  credulity  to  accept  on  om-  simple 
assertion.    "  There,"  said  we  to  the  Colonel  and 
our  party,  "is  a  jack  of  full  five  pounds  lying 
amongst  those  water-lilies.    You  may  now  see  the 
roach  in  every  direction  around  him,  and  they 
certamly  appear  to  be  destitute  of  the  slightest 
fear  of  his  presence."    This  was,  after  a  while 
acceded  to  by  all  present,  to  then-  no  little  wonder- 
ment.   "Now  we  will  show  you  what  will  arouse 
Mr.  Luce  to  action,"  and  calling  the  old  keeper 
who  was  in  charge  of  a  kettle  of  live-bait,  we  took 
a  goodly  roach,  and  giving  it  a  fillip  with  our 
finger,  so  as  partly  to  disable  it,  we  threw  it 
amongst  the  shoal,  splash  dash.    The  pike  seized 
the  offering,  and  retired  with  it  across  its  mouth 
mto  the  weeds,  quietly  to  pouch  it.    "  But  why  " 
asked  Sk  F.  P.,  who  was  present,  "  did  he  not 
help  hunself  to  one  of  those  about  him,  if  he  were 
really  m  need  of  a  m6al  ?  "    "  Because,"  was  the 
sirnple  reply,  "  unless  hard  pressed,no  fish  of  prey  in- 
dulges m  the  luxury  of  a  purely  healthy  fish  ,itsmission 
bemg  to  anticipate  both  death  and  putrescence." 

My  friend,  M.  M.,  differs  fi-om  me  slightly  on 
this  question.  He  says:  "It  is  not  so  much  a 
matter  of  health  and  disease,  as  of  disablement, 
it  a  fish  be  maimed,  half  killed,  or  hampered  in  its 
movements  by  being  attached  to  a  hook  and  line, 
it  IS  crippled,  and  becomes  an  easy  booty.  All 
animals  of  prey  avoid  a  chase  if  they  can  obtain  then: 
food  on  easier  terms." 

{To  he  continued.) 


A  LUXUEY  FOE  DEY  FLY 
ANGLEES. 


The  "  Club  "  Eyed  Fly  Box. 

(Hardy's  New  Patent.) 

From  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  I 
have  received  the  most  luxurious  arrangement  for 
holding  flies  on  eyed  hooks  which  has  so  far  been 
brought  out.  The  idea  of  using  paper  for  holding 
eyed  flies  by  sticking  them  into  the  edge  of  it  is, 
of  course,  no  novelty.  The  box  before  me  is 
beautifully  made  and  finished,  while  the  plan 
adopted  is  admirably  simple.  I  find  there  is  plenty 
of  space  in  the  lid  for  holding  half-a-dozen  tapered 


Fig.  1. 

dry  fly  casts,  all  that  is  necessary  to  hold  them  in 
place  being  a  little  brass  stud  on  each  side.  The 
Hd  fits  so  closely  that  the  box  is  absolutely  moth 
proof  and  almost  air  tight,  and  to  me  it  is  a  great 
advantage  to  be  able  to  caiTy  flies  and  gut  collars 
all  in  one  box.     The  greit  advantage  and  feature 


Fig.  2. 


is,  of  com-se,  bemg  able  to  transfer  from  the  stock 
to  the  pocket  box  without  handling  the  flies. 

  B.  B.  Marston. 

Description  of  the  "  Club  "  Eyed  Fly  Box. 

•'  A  set  of  these  boxes  is  composed  of  three— that 'is, 
one  large  double  reservoir  box,  size  9^  inches  long,' 


3J  inches  wide,  by  2  inches  deep,  to  hold  about  seventy 
dozen  flies ;  one  small  pocket  fly-box,  size  Sf  inches 
long,  3^  inches  wide,  by  1  inch  deep  ;  and  one  May  Ply 
box,  size  5|  inches  long,  3J  inches  wide,  by  IJ  inches 
deep,  holding  six  dozen  flies. 

"  As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  woodcuts, 
the  boxes  are  in  the  usual  form  of  pocket  fly-boxes, 
but  instead  of  being  made  in  tin  they  are  made  in  the 
best  polished  mahogany.  The  essential  feature  in 
these  boxes  is  the  arrangement  of  the  flies  on  a  wood 
bar,  covered  with  paper,  the  paper  being  turned  over 
at  the  top  of  the  bar,  a  little  above  the  wood,  thereby 
creating,  as  it  were,  a  paper  arch  on  the  top  of  the 
bar.  Through  the  walls  of  this  arch  the  hook  is 
pulled  beyond  the  barb,  and  when  a  fly  is  selected 
from  the  box  it  is  simply  gripped  by  the  tweezers  or 
fingers  and  torn  from  the  paper. 

"  Of  course,  this  in  time  wears  out  the  covering  of 
the  bass,  but  in  the  process  of  fixing  and  remo\'ino',  as 
something  like  about  four  dozen  flies  can  be  passed 
over  one  bar,  they  will  last  a  considerable  time. 
Spare  bars  are  supplied  at  sixpence  per  dozen. 
"{A  special  feature  in  the  arrangement  of  these  boxes 


IS  that  the  bars  which  hold  the  flies  will  fit  any  dfi 
the  boxes,  the  recesses  which  receive  them  being 
exactly  of  the  same  gauge.  So  that  if  the  reservoir 
box  carrying  the  stock  of  flies  be  opened  and  a  bar 
carrying,  say,  half-a-dozen  Blue  Uprights  and  half-a- 
dozen  Red  Quill  Gnats  be  selected,  the  bolt  holding 
the  bars  is  simply  pushed  to  one  side,  and  the  bar 
lifted  out  and  placed  in  the  pocket  box.  Any  bars  not 
required  in  the  pocket  box  can,  of  course,  be  removed 
trom  It  and  replaced  in  the  reservoir  box  again,  and 
so  on.  °  ' 

"  The  illustration,  Fig.  1,  is  a  cross  section  of  the  box 
closed,  with  the  flies  in  position. 

"  A  A  is  the  top  of  the  box,  which  is  made  of 
mahogany. 

"  B  is  the  bar  covered-  with  paper,  which  carries  the 
flies.     As  naany  or  as  few  of  these  may  be  used  as 
desired— that  is,  if  larger  flies  then  less  bars, 
or  leave  one  out  here  and  there. 

"  C  is  the  bolt  which  locks  this  bar  in 
position. 

"  F  is  the  bottom  of  the  box. 
"  Fig.  2  is  a  side  elevation  of  the  interior, 
showing  how  the  bars  are  received  and  held 
in  position.  C  is  the  sliding  bar  to  which  is 
attached  the  operating  stud,  E.  D  arc  the 
grooves  which  receive  the  end  of  the  bars. 

"  As  illustrated,  the  sliding  bar  C  is  shown 
in  position  when  locked.  When  it  is  desired 
to  remove  a  bar,  the  operating  peg  E  is  simply 
pulled  to  the  other  side  of  the  slot  about  an 
eighth  of  an  inch.  This,  of  course,  moves 
the  sliding  bar  from  the  top  of  the  paper- 
covered  bars  (B),  when  they  can  be  removed.  The 
arrangement  is  very  simple  and  efiectivc. 

"  In  creating  a  series  of  these  boxes,  consisting  of  a 
reservoir  box  and  two  small  boxes  with  interchangeable 
bars,  Messrs.  Hardy  believe  they  have  done  something 
which  will  be  found  acceptable  by  all  who  use  eyed  flies. 
"  In  working  out  this  box  they  have  been  assisted  by 
some  leading  dry  fly  anglers  who  tried  it  in 
a  more  or  less  perfected  state  last  season. 
These  gentlemen,  at  various  times,  reported 
on  the  results  of  their  experiences,  and  from 
tinae  to  time  the  box  has  been  altered,  until 
it  is  now  in  a  very  presentable  form,  and 
will  be  found  a  really  useful  addition  to  the 
kit  of  all  those  who  use  eyed  flies." 

"AMATEUE  FISH 
CULTUEE."  * 

Me.  Charles  Walker  tells  us  in  his 
preface  to  this  interesting  and  suggestive 
little  manual  that  his  aim  has  been  "  to  give 
mformation  and  hmts  which  will  prove  useful  to 
the  amateur.  Some  of  the  plans  and  apparatus 
suggested  would  not  be  suitable  for  fish  culture 
on  a  large  scale,  but  my  object  has  been  to  confine 
myself  enturely  to  operations  on  a  small  scale." 

The  little  book  is  a  sort  of 
first  aid  to  the  amatem-  fish 
breeder,  and  as  such  it  will, 
we  think,  be  found  very  use- 
ful. By  the  way,  we  see  Mr. 
Walker  says  that  dace  were 
unkno^vn  in  the  Sussex  Ouse 
until  a  few  years  ago,  when 
some  pike  anglers  turned 
their  live  baits  into  the  river, 
and  now  there  are  gi-eat 
numbers  in  the  river,  ifr. 
Walker's  note  is  a  %ery  in- 
teresting one,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  he  is  correct ;  but 
there  were  dace  in  the  Ouse 
a  good  many  years  ago 
—  twenty,  at  least  —  and 
we  thought  they  had  always  been  found  in  that 
river. 


*"  Amateur  Fish  Culture."  By  C.  G 
Westminster :  Archibald  Constable  &  Co. 


Walker. 


A  HAMPSHIEE  PEOPEETY  FOE 
SALE. 

Messrs.  P.  Ellen  &  Son,  the  auctioneers,  will 
seU  at  the  Mart,  Andover,  on  June  27,  the 
charming  residential  propertv  known  as  Clatford 
Lodge  and  St.  Vincents,  with  about  seventeen 
acres  of  pleasure -gi-ounds  and  paddocks.  The 
auctioneers'  advertisement  describes  the  propertv 
as  "  partially  bounded  by  a  trout  stream." 


r..?^J^V\^S^^  formerly  issued  l,y  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan  3  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  PuWishek  to  the  India 
tnw»t-~^^^T^:t''''*"^?  °'  ^^^^^  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His 
appUc'ation         "  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mcn-ning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  tiud  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  Loudon  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   „     „  Putney.  75   „     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^""ISO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „  Barnes.  (so   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at.3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  .     ,  ^  „„  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  June  22    5.4G    6  0 

Sunday,  „  23    6.30   6.54 

Monday,  „  24    7.17    7.40 

Tuesday,  „  25    s.  7    8.35 

Wednesday,  „  26    9.  6    9  41 

Thursday,  ■  „  27    10.14   lOAQ 

l>iday,  ,,  28    ll.is    11.47 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Geneeal  Remarks.— The  coarse  fishing 
season  opened  fairly  well,  though  the  river  was  much 
too  crowded  with  pleasure  seekers  on  the  opening  day 
to  afford  much  chance  of  success  to  bank  anglers. 
The  water  was  cloudy,  and  the  best  fish  were  had 
at  the  weirs.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  at  Kingston, 
had  6J  dozen  roach  and  dace,  with  Knight,  the 
professional.  Mr.  M.  Gunn,  at  Hampton  Court, 
had  ten  barbel.  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  at  Molesey 
Weir,  had  chub,  his  largest,  which  scaled  2ilb., 
winning  the  K.  P.  S.  chub  competition,  Mr.  Emms 
being  second  with  a  fish  from  Shepperton.  Mr.  W. 
Newman  has  also  had  barbel,  his  two  best  fish  scaling 
41b.  lOoz.  and  41b.  respectively.  At  Smrbiton,  perch 
up  to  lib.,  and  bream  and  roach  have  been  caught,  but 
in  the  open  water  very  little  sport  has  been  had.  The 
rain  which  fell  on  Wednesday  night  (June  19)  should 
improve  the  river,  but  two  days'  rain  is  badly  needed 
to  freshen  the  water.  The  Kingston  Piscatorials  have 
just  arranged  for  free  punts  for  the  members  at  Staines, 
Chertsey,  Wraysbury,  and  are  negotiating  for  a  punt  at 
Shepperton. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — A  number  of  anglers  were  out  on 

the  opening  day  of  the  season,  but  only  a  few  fish 
were  caught.  Mr.  Leaf  fishing  with  Mr.  G.  Arlett 
has  taken  some  good  chub,  barbel  up  to  41b.,  and  a 
trout  of  2ilb. ;  five  other  very  .small  trout  have  been 
taken  on  worm  tackle.  Other  anglers  have  taken 
chub  up  to  3Jlb.  Given  warmer  weather  the  latter 
fish  should  feed  better.  The  water  is  very  clear,  and 
the  weeds  are  troublesome.  A  fairly  good  stream  is 
running  for  the  time  of  year.— Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  etc.) — The  weather  on  the  opening 

day  of  the  season  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Some 
capital  sport  was  had  with  roach  and  chub,  and  one 
man,  fishing  with  lobworm  for  perch,  got  hold  of  a 
fine  trout  in  the  weir  pool.  Monday  was  a  fine  day, 
but  the  wind  strong.  Some  fine  roach  and  chub  were 
caught,  and  one  man  caught  a  small  rainbow  trout  in 
the  weir  pool. — Ramblee. 

— —  (Richmond). — The  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  many  a 
long  day.  On  June  16  a  few  dace  and  bream  were 
taken,  but  on  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  there  was  a 
strong  north-east  wind  blowing,  and  the  river  was 
completely  deserted.— Gaynoe  &  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — My  rain  gauge  registered 
one-fifth  of  an  inch  on  Monday  morning  and  two- 
fifths  of  an  inch  on  Tuesday.  This  is  nearly  all  we 
have  had  for  two  or  three  months,  so  that  all  waters 
continue  very  low  and  clear.  Coarse  fishing,  as  a  con- 
sequence, did  not  open  very  well,  the  panniers  being 
light ;  still  a  few  good  bream  up  to  3ilb.  were  taken, 
but  eels  and  perch  were  the  only  kind'  that  took  bait 
fairly.  An  All  England  match  was  fished  on  Monday, 
when  .334  took  part.  Little  is  done  on  the  trout 
brooks.  _  The  Black  Dun  is  now  on,  also  the  Dotterel 
flies,  which  take  best  in  the  evenings.  It  seems  well- 
nigh  incredible,  but  rainbow  fry  from  101b.  fish, 
turned  out  a  month  ago,  are  now  up  to  two  inches 
long. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Btire, -Norfolk  (Wrozham  District).— Both  the 
river  and  weather  are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
and  although  the  first  part  of  July  will  show  better 
sport  and  better  conditioned  fish  there  is  no  reason 
why  anglers  who  cannot  restrain  the  fever  of  their 
impatience  until  then  should  not  now  be  making  a 
start  with  roach.  The  "  burst "  of  perch  feeding 
which  took  place  a  fortnight  or  so  back,  during  which 
a  friend  caught  many  weighing  lib.  and  l^lb.,  has 
now  slackened.  Rain  is  needed  to  freshen  the  river, 
although  there  is  plenty  of  water  as  far  up  as  Aylsham, 
but  it  is  stale,  and  weeds  are  becoming  very  numerous. 
— C.  H.  Tayloe. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
As  late  as  I  June  16  there  were  still  a  few  Grey  Drakes 
dapping  on  the  water  at  Fairford  and  Bibury,  but  the 


trout  took  no  notice  of  them.  One  evening  Mr.  Severn 
got  a  nice  brace  of  trout  on  the  Bull  waters  at  Fairford. 
Several  rods  have  been  out  for  evening  fishing,  when 
the  trout  rise  well,  just  before  sundown,  and  are 
readily  caught  with  Brown  Alder  and  Coachman. 
Mr.  Wakefield  got  three  nice  trout  on  the  Leach,  at 
Lechlade  Mill,  being  respectively  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  6oz., 
and  21b.  8oz.«»  Best  flies— Alder,  Black  Gnat,  Ogden's 
Fancy  and  Sherry  Spinner. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Rain,  the  first  for  several 
weeks,  is  falling  to-day  (Jime  19),  and  it  is  hoped  there 
will  be  a  freshet,  as  the  rivers  have  fallen  very  low 
indeed,  and  are  almost  choked  with  weeds.  On  the 
Camel,  Mr.  Roberts  took  a  trout  of  l^lb.  and  nine 
smaller  ones  on  Saturday  (June  15),  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
thirty  trout.  The  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  the  taking  fly. 
Peel  are  in  all  the  pools  in  the  lower  reaches  waiting 
for  a  freshet.  Other  rivers  are  only  offering  very  poor 
sport. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.)— 
Several  good  trout  took  my  fly  the  other  evening,  but 
all  escaped  except  one,  a  handsome  fish  of  about  a 
potmd  which  fell  a  victim  after  a  splendid  fight  to  a 
tiny  Ginger  Quill.  The  May  Fly  seems  to  be  quite 
over.  The  water  is  getting  low,  and  the  weather  too 
cold  and  bright.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  atmospheric 
conditions  are  at  the  present  time  somewhat  unfavour- 
able, owing  to  the  cold  winds.  Artificial  flies  are  of  no 
use.  On  Thursday  (June  18)  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  ten, 
whilst  r  couple  of  brace  each  were  secured  by  Mr.  H. 
Full  and  E.  Ackrell.  On  Tuesday  morning"  Mr.  W. 
Revell  caught  four  brace,  and  other  catches  have  been 
made  by  Messrs.  Champernowne,  Douglas,  and  G. 
Garrow  Green  by  dapping,  which  seems  to  be  the 
only  means  of  getting  sport.  Several  small  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  dead  water.  In  the  Harbourne 
Mr.  Wilks  killed  a  fine  trout,  and  on  its  being  opened 
was  found  to  be  full  of  fresh-water  wrinkles.  On 
Monday  in  the  Hems  Mr.  Garrow  Green  landed 
seventeen  trout  of  fair  size.  Very  little  sport  has 
been  obtained  in  the  association  waters  and  moorland 
streams.  At  Stoke  Gabriel  and  Dittisham  large 
catches  of  salmon  have  been  made  by  the  net  fisher- 
men. At  the  former  place  on  Monday  they  landed 
forty-seven,  and  this  week  additional  licences  have 
been  taken  out. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— The  water  is  very 
low  and  bright ;  we  do  not  remember  it  being  so  low 
before  at  this  time  of  year.  Fishing  will  be  prac- 
tically out  of  the  question,  until  we  have  a  good  fresh 
down  the  river.  To-day  (17th)  it  is  raining  and  looks 
like  more  to  follow. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rivers  still  remain 
low  owing  to  lack  of  rain.  There  seems  to  be  an 
extraordinary  run  of  salmon  in  the  estuaries  of 
the  rivers.  Last  week  a  haul  of  twenty-five  salmon 
weighing  2cwt.  were  reported  in  the  Teign,  and  one 
hundred  were  landed  this  week  by  the  Topsham 
fishermen.  On  Friday  (June  14)  a  boat  at  Dittisham 
landed  thirty- two  in  one  haul  weighing  over  3001b., 
and  the  price  obtained  was  very  remunerative,  being 
from  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  pound.  In  the  north- 
western and  moorland  streams  there  has  been  a  fair 
catch  of  trout. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel  Length). 
Since  my  report  of  June  5,  the  rise  of  May  Ply  has 
been  more  or  less  on  to  this  date,  June  19.  Messrs. 
Basset  and  Lee  had  fair  sport  to  the  end  of  their  stay 
(June  13),  for  the  eight  days  getting  fifty-four  brace, 
although  rain  was  badly  wanted,  the  water  being 
very  clear  and  bright.  After  the  first  heavy  rain, 
sufficient  to  colour  the  water  and  clear  the  stream  of 
some  of  the  river  moss,  fishing  should  very  much 
improve. — Wm.  Evans. 

ISsk  (Whitby). — Anglers  continue  to  be  denied 
sport  which  might  in  the  slightest  degree  be  termed 
remunerative,  and  there  is  much  disappointment  in 
their  ranks,  consequent  upon  the  unfavourable  con- 
ditions amidst  which  they  operate.  Although  rain 
has  fallen  during  the  week,  the  previously  parched 
condition  of  the  ground  precluded  the  possibility  of 
the  river  being  materially  affected,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  water  runs  low  and  clear.  A  few  anglers 
have  plied  the  rod  during  the  week,  but  reports 
to  hand  state  that  catches  have  been  practically 
nil,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  outlook  for  the  coming 
week  will  continue  discouraging.  Sea  anglers  fare 
somewhat  better,  as  several  gentlemen  fishing  from 
the  piers  during  mid-week  succeeded  in  landing  fair 
baskets  of  mixed  fish. — J.  Jackson. 

Grove  Ferry  (Stour,  Kent). — On  June  16,  the 
opening  day,  quite  a  large  muster  cf  London  anglers 
visited  this  water  ;  some  fairly  good  baskets  of  roach 
were  taken,  several  scaling  over  lib.  Fish  taken  were 
not  quite  i  clean.  No  doubt  another  fortnight  will 
elapse  before  they  are  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
Messrs.  Wheelhouse,  J.  Smith-Musgrave,  and  G. 
Roberts  were  the  most  successful  anglers.  Best  basket 
of  roach  seen  was  one  of  about  121b.,  all  good  class 
fish.  The  Perry  Hotel  has  undergone  considerable 
alterations  and  improvements,  and  the  manageress. 
Miss  Fitzgerald,  does  her  utmost  for  the  comfort  of 
anglers. — W. 


Lake  District. — Several  hours  steady  rainfall  has 
to-day  (Wednesday)  gladdened  the  hearts  of  anglers, 
and  appearances  at  the  itime  of  writing  point  to  a 
continuation  for  some  time.  Two  or  three  days'  rain 
will  be  necessary  to  make  any  marked  effect  on  some 
of  our  rivers,  which  have  become  almost  dry  courses 
with  an  accumulation  of  filth.  Night  fishing  has  been 
most  successful  during  the  past  week  with  bustard, 
although  a  few  small  takes  have  been  obtained  during 
the  daytime  with  running  worm.  The  upper  waters 
of  the  Eden,  in  the  Appleby  district,  have  afforded 
most  sport,  several  catches  of  a  dozen  or  over  having 
been  made,  mainly  by  local  anglers,  amongst  whom 
may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  T.  Howe,  T.  Sweeten, 
W.  Thornton,  T.  Bowman,  T.  Ellv/ood,  etc.  Results 
have  also  been  better  on  Windermere  and  UUswater 
lakes,  several  visitors  having  come  in  for  a  share  of 
the  spoil. — W. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— Weather  and 
sport  have  been  very  fair,  though  perhaps  it  Jias  been 
a  trifle  too  cold  occasionally.  The  13th  was  a  very 
wild  and  stormy  day,  and  the  lake  was  too  rough  for 
boats  to  live.  Some  very  nice  baskets  have  been  made 
on  the  fly,  the  best  being  Captain  Brewer's  ten  fish, 
weighing  71b.  On  the  12th  Messrs.  Crossman  and 
Withers  killed  nine  fish,  51b.  12oz.,  and  Captain  Brewer 
and  Mr.  Gaskell  six  fish,  41b.  loz.  On  June  13  Mr. 
(xarside's  twenty-four  fish  on  the  river  was  the  best 
lot.  On  June  14  Mr.  Lovett  had  a  splendid  basket 
with  sixteen  fish,  101b.  loz.,  all  on  the  fly.  Captain 
Brewer  and  Mr.  Gaskell  also  had  sixteen,  and  Mr. 
Garside  three.  On  June  15  Mr.  Garside  led  with 
twelve  fish,  61b.  14oz.,  Captain  Brewer  had  seven,  Mr. 
Hickson  five,  and  Mr.  Bantock  two.  On  June  17  Mr. 
Malpass  killed  seven,  Mr.  Garside  and  Captain  Brewer 
six  each,  and  Captain  Richards  two.  On  June  18  Mr. 
Malpass  killed  eight,  Captain  Brewer  ten,  Mr.  Garside 
and  Captain  Richards  four  each,  and  Mr.  Bantock 
three. — Longdeift. 

Lark  (Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  West  Row, 
Isleham,  Icklingham,  etc.). — Almost  every  fishing 
station  on  this  stream  was  patronised  on  the  opening 
day  for  coarse  fishing.  The  weatherwas  notquiteall  that 
could  be  desired,  but  notwithstanding  this  fishermen 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  The  weeds  have  been 
cut  from  Mildenhall  to  Jack  Tree.  Several  good  fish 
were  caught  by  members  of  the  Lark  A.S.,  amongst 
them  some  fine  dace  taken  with  the  fly.  The  dace 
are  in  fine  condition,  but  the  roach,  although  they 
have  got  their  spawning  over,  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
be  quite  clean  run.  Full  particulars  respecting  hotels, 
private  apartments,  and  riverside  inns  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  William  Hewlett,  general  secretary  of  the 
Lark  Angling  Society,  Newmarket. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  (Thursday) 
morning  little  sport  had  been  reported  among  the 
trout,  dace,  and  eels.  The  last-named  have  really  been 
biting  best,  for  since  the  season  for  dace  opened  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week  very  few  captures  of  these  fish 
appear  to  have  been  made.  Plenty  of  dace  have  been 
seen,  and  the  most  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  in  the 
Hertford  district.  A  good  fly  for  dace  on  the  Lea  is  a 
Black  Gnat,  and  a  Wickham  also  takes  well.  For 
bottom  fishing  for  dace  the  caddis  should  prove  a 
capital  bait,  especially  if  used  for  "  sinking  and  draw- 
ing "  purposes.  A  nice  trout  of  4Jlb.  was  recently 
caught  in  the  New  River  at  Broxbourne.  Many 
anglers  visited  the  Stort  on  June  16,  but  the  roach 
were  quite  off  the  feed,  and  not  many  perch  were 
caught.  Refreshing  rains  have  fallen  in  the  Lea 
valley,  but  have  not  been  heavy  enough  to  flush  the 
main  river  and  its  tributaries.  The  surface  of  the  Lea 
in  parts  is  very  dirty,  and  a  good  storm  would  just 
now  prove  highly  beneficial.  The  Stort,  Beane,  Rib, 
and  Ash  also  require  sweetening  up  and  cleansing. 
Dace  are  rising  to  the  fly  in  the  Beane. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Opening  prospects  good,  especi- 
ally among  bream.  Since  June  16  several  good  takes 
reported.  One  angler  had  two  stone  of  bream,  another 
221b.,  etc.;  largest  fish,  41b.  A  few  good  roach  have 
been  taken.  Water,  good  colour.  No  less  than  sixty- 
six  new  members  have  joined  this  season,  and  any 
London  anglers  who  wish  to  become  members  must 
send  in  their  applications  forthwith  to  Percy  W. 
Geay,  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer,  29,  St.  Andrew's-street. 
Cambridge. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  continuing  to  run  clear,  and  are  getting  very  low 
and  bright.  The  weather  this  week  has  been  cold  at 
nights,  followed  by  windy  days,  which  has  not  been 
good  for  angling.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  not 
sufficient  to  alter  the  water,  and  a  good  fall  is  required 
to  freshen  up  the  river  and  the  fish.  The  May  Fly 
has  gone,  and  the  season  has  been  a  moderate  one. 
The  trout  are  not  moving  well,  and  will  not  until  there 
is  a  fresh. — Gwynnk. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Fiusley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  very  low  and  bright.  Fishing  slow,  owing  to 
unfavourable  winds,  north  and  north-east,  and  cold 
unseasonable  wpather.  A  change  has  taken  place 
to-day  (June  19).  The  wind  has  dropped  to  south- 
west, and  this  (Wednesday)  evening  it  is  raining,  with 
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every  indicatiou  of  continuing— in  which  case  sport 
will  be  sure  to  improve  vastly. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  The  season  has  not 
opened  very  briskly,  only  a  few  having  availed  them- 
selves of  a  turn  at  present,  and  these,  so  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  have  had  no  \\iok.  The  water  is  reported  to 
be  in  very  fair  condition,  but  not  strictly  so  from  an 
old  angler's  point  of  view,  as  wo  need  rain  very  much 
to  put  the  water  in  good  trim. — E.  A.  T. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  very 
low,  and  is  getting  the  usual  slime  which  accompanies 
the  hot  summer  months,  very  greatly  hindering  the 
work  of  the  fly  fisher.  Sport,  however,  has  not  been 
bad  for  those  who  persistently  stick  at  it,  and  some 
specimen  trout  have  lately  been  landed.  Two  fish  of 
l^lb.  each  were  taken  by  different  rods  a  few  evenings 
ago  near  Ottery  St.  Mary,  and  a  good  many  three- 
quarter  pounders,  and  some  pounders  have  been 
creeled.  On  the  I5th  inst.  a  rod  fishing  between 
Tipton  and  Ottery  killed  five  trout,  the  three  best 
aggregating  in  weight  2|lb. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holjrwell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts. — 
Season  opened  well,  some  very  good  catch  of  roach  up 
to  IJlb.,  chub  up  to  31b.,  and  rudd  up  to  21b.  being 
taken.  Mr.  Gibbs  got  some  very  good  rudd  and  chub, 
also  Mr.  Chopsey  got  three  nice  chub  up  to  3^1b. — 

A.  SCABD. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Water  is  now  in  very  good 
condition  and  there  is  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the 
way  of  sport.  It  is  somewhat  too  early  for  bream,  but 
roach  and  rudd  are  feeding  freely.  Of  the  former 
species,  fish  of  nearly  21b.  in  weight  have  been  taken, 
whilst  of  the  latter  several  over  a  pound  and  one 
lib.  12oz.  are  recorded.  The  weeds  are  just  now  being 
cut  in  the  Houghton  length,  and  when  this  is  com- 
pleted no  doubt  sport  will  be  better  than  ever. — 
Chas.  a.  Beyant. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Most  wretched  weather  ushered 
in  the  fishing  season,  cold  drizzling  rains  and  a  strong 
persistent  wind  making  things  most  uncomfortable  for 
anglers,  very  few  of  whom  ventured  out.  Those  who 
did  so  met  with  very  indifferent  sport,  only  a  few 
bream  up  to  31b.  and  roach  up  to  l:|lb.  being  worth 
recording.  To-day  (June  19)  the  weather  looks  more 
promising.  The  water  could  not  be  in  better  condition. 
— W.  Nash. 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report  this 
week,  as  the  rivers  are  almost  dry,  and  all  the  stickles 
are  mere  dribbles ;  there  are  plenty  of  peel  in  the 
Tavy,  but  they  can  only  be  taken  after  dark. — William 
Heaedeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — In  this  immediate  neighbourhood  for  several 
weeks  past,  on  each  succeeding  Wednesday,  there  has 
been  every  indication  of  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain, 
which  has  invariably  ended  in  a  few  smart  showers, 
from  which  little  benefit  has  been  derived ;  and  the 
present  week  appears  to  be  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
Never  was  rain  more  urgently  needed  than  at 
the  present  time,  as  all  the  high  land  is  now  com- 
pletely burnt  up,  so  that  tlie  farmers  are  at  their  wits' 
end  how  to  supply  their  stock  with  food.  The  springs 
are  also  rapidly  failing,  so  that,  should  the  drought 
continue,  water  will  soon  be  as  scarce  as  fodder  now 
is  on  the  high  lands.  As  a  natural  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  rain,  all  these  rivers  are  very  much 
below  their  summer  level,  and  the  water  very  bright 
and  clear. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  very 
bright,  and  what  little  rain  we  have  had  has  put  no 
colour  into  the  river.  Several  anglers  were  out  on 
the  opening  day  of  the  season,  but  no  fish  of  any  class 
were  taken,  and  sport  will  no  doubt  be  slovy  until  we 
get  some  heavy  rains  and  the  season  wears  on  a  bit. — 
W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.  — 
At  last !  Like  a  schoolboy  watching  day  by  day  for  the 
holidays,  so  the  angler  waits  for  the  opening  of  the 
season  among  the  coarse  fish.  Those  who  have  the 
enMc  of  trout  waters  or  who  are  in  proximity  to  the 
harbours  to  keep  their  hand  in  welcome  June  16,  and 
with  the  interim  spent  in  overhauling  rods  and  tackle 
are  early  on  the  warpath.  Bain,  such  as  we  have  had, 
partial  showers,  has  somewhat  improved  rivers,  but 
sport  has  not  been  very  grand.  The  Ouse  has  yielded 
a  few  roach  at  Baroombe  Mills  and  at  Isfield.  The  high 
tides  have  affected  the  tidal  waters,  and  Lewes  will 
fish  better  later  [in  the  week.  The  big  tide  has  also 
upset  the  Adur  where  a  few  roach  and  dace  were 
taken,  small  carp  being  captured  with  paste.  Chichester 
Canal  is  in  grand  order.  Joe  Summers  has  taken 
tench  up  to  2^1b.,  small  carp,  bream  up  to  l^lb., 
perch,  and  plenty  of  small  fry.  Visitors  have  had  fair 
sport  with  perch,  bream,  and  roach,  and  harbour 
fishermen  are  taking  bass  up  to  31b.,  mullet,  smelt, 
eels,  and  flat-fish. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — This  time  of  the  year  the 
usual  question  is  asked — Where  can  one  get  some 
fishing  in  north  Devon  ?  I  have  found  some — 
peal,  salmon  (when  water  is  in  order),  dace,  perch, 
eels,  carp,  and  bream,  bass  in  the  sea,  and  mullet. 
Well,  1  should  advise  stay  at  Tarr's,  King's  Arms, 
Barnstaple,  and  it  goes  with  the  house.  He  has  taken 
many  dace,  some  trout,  perch,  and  bream  this  season, 


and  it  would  suit  any  who  wanted  fishing  and  day 
trips  to  the  seaside.  Another  place  is  C.  Bevan's, 
Lynmouth,  sea  fishing,  and  trout  in  the  valley  of  the 
Lynn.  Should  rain  fall  enough  to  rise  the  waters  the 
many  salmon  and  peal  whicli  are  taken  by  the  net 
men  would  be  found  up  above,  and  good  likelihood  of 
sport.  Kainiug  all  day  Wednesday  (June  19). — Kustv 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  bright,  and  is  getting  very  low,  and  rain  is 
badly  wanted,  both  by  the  farmers  to  refresh  the  land 
and  by  anglers  to  improve  sport.  There  has  been  several 
sharp  showers  of  rain,  but  not  enough  to  make  a 
difference  to  the  river,  and  a  fall  of  twenty-four  hours' 
steady  rain  would  do  good.  The  weather  lias  been 
cold  and  changeable,  but  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits. 
Grayling  have  now  come  in  season,  and  for  some  days 
before  the  season  opened  they  were  on  the  feed.  One 
angler  at  the  end  of  last  week  hooked  and  landed  five 
grayling  Jib.  each,  but  put  them  back  ip  the  river 
again.  On  Saturday  ana  Monday  (June  15  and  17) 
some  nice  trout  were  landed  with  Goch-y-Bondhu  and 
Coachman.  The  fish  were  in  capital  condition.  On 
Tuesday  (June  18)  with  worm  four  nice  trout  were 
landed. — T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  river  is  running 

clear,  but  is  getting  low  and  bright,  and  is  not  in  what 
we  can  call  good  order  for  fishing.  Rain  has  been  had 
at  intervals,  but  not  sufficient  to  alter  the  water,  and 
a  good  fall  of  twelve  hours'  steady  rain  would  do  good 
both  to  the  land  and  would  improve  fishing.  The 
May  Fly  has  gone  and  the  season  has  accounted  for 
some  large  fish,  but  the  cold  weather  was  against  good 
dishes.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
trout  have  not  been  well  on  the  feed,  although  some 
very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  landed. — Wobcestbe. 

Trent  (Newark). — Coarse  fishing  opened  under 
unfavourable  conditions  for  anglers  in  the  Newark 
district,  the  low  temperature  of  the  water  dui'ing  the 
past  few  days  upsetting  most  calculations.  But  few 
chub  are  showing  on  the  scours,  and  fiy  fishermen 
have  had  poor  results.  Prom  the  Muckham  water 
Mr.  C.  Chatterton  landed  a  few,  best  2|lb.,  a  brace  of 
perch  also  falling  to  his  rod,  whilst  chuobing  with  the 
fly ;  Cad-bait  has  proved  a  failure.  Roach,  dace,  and 
bleak  have  been  taken  with  gentles,  and  some  of  the 
former  I  have  seen  are  in  fair  condition.  Bream,  eels, 
and  flounders  have  been  bagged  with  worms,  the  latter 
running  generally  small.  On  Monday  (June  17)  I  saw 
several  barbel  pitching  in  a  good  run  of  about  nine 
feet  deep,  a  sign  that  they  may  soon  be  taking  the 
worm.    Trent  still  very  low  and  fine. — Teentsidee. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  yet  very  low,  and  in  order  for  the  fly.  A  good 
average  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  the  fish 
that  have  been  caught  have  run  to  a  good  size.  Mr. 
King,  fishing  late  in  the  evening  on  June  12,  took  a 
splendid  trout,  its  weight  being  3Jlb.  There  has  also 
been  a  nice  lot  of  fish  caught  trom  the  Wye,  but 
rain  is  badly  wanted  for  this  river,  as  it  is  very  clear. 
The  Darleydale  Club's  water  has  yielded  a  few  nice 
fish.  Mr.  G.  Eaton  has  taken  several  good  trout 
that  have  weighed  upwards  of  two  pounds,  Mr.  Dale, 
too,  having  been  successful  in  landing  a  few  nice  fish  ; 
also  Mr.  Pearson  obtained  some  really  good  ones, 
ranging  from  one  to  three  potmds  in  weight.  Mr. 
Cooper,  fishing  below  Cromford  on  several  evenings 
took  the  following  trout ;  lib.,  IJlb.,  Iflb.,  lib.  lOoz., 
lib.  6oz.,  IJlb.,  and  several  smaller  ones. — Dotteeel. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairg,  N.B.). 

—On-  June  3,  Mr.  Rooper,  London,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
had  eighty-two  trout,  22^1b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  Wakefield, 
on  Loch  Cama,  four  dozen  trout,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  Uxbridge,  on  same  loch,  forty- 
one  trout,  12Jlb.  On  June  4,  Mr.  C.  H.  Mason, 
London,  on  Loch  Cama,  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout, 
8f  lb. ;  Mr.  Rooper,  on  same  loch,  fifty  trout,  171b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Campbell,  on  Loch  Urigill,  ten  dozen 
trout,  341b.  ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  a 
basket  of  151b.  On  June, 5  it  was  so  stormy  that  almost 
all  the  anglers  were  blown  oft"  the  lochs.  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  MacLecjd,  Forres,  had  forty  trout,  131b.,  on  Loch 
Cama,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Campbell,  twenty-two 
trout,  71b.  On  the  6th  quite  a  number  of  anglers  were 
out  on  Lochs  Veyatie,  Urigill,  and  Boarlan.  Baskets 
ranged  from  fifty-two  to  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
trout,  and  from  181b.  to  301b.  in  weight.  On  the  7th 
the  baskets  were  from  thirty  to  eighty-eight  trout  in 
number,  and  from  lljlb.  to  271b.  in  weight.  On  the 
8th  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
thirty-two  trout,  161b.,  besides  a  feroxoi  -IJlb.  Messrs. 
Howard  and  Vicars,  on  Loch  Urigill,  16 Jib.  Other 
baskets  went  from  10  jib.  to  171b.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
Lochs  Boarlan,  Cama,  and  Urigill  were  fished  by  eight 
or  nine  anglers,  and  baskets  ranged  from  thirty-two  to 
fifty-seven  trout,  12Jlb.  to  171b. ;  the  total  for  the  day 
being  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  trout,  88Jlb. — B. 
[Received  too  late  for  June  15.] 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire) . 
— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  I 


of  trout  have  been  had.  Master  A.  C.  Stcaker— June  10 
(7,51b.).  Messrs.  Hall  and  Shaw  -10th  (91b.);  14th 
(27,  O^lb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Straker— 10th  (81b.) ; 
11th  (14,  6ilb.);  12th  (13,  l)^\h).  Mr.  Melville  White 
— KJth  (17,  101b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer— 10th  (101b.)  ; 
12th  (13,  .51b.)  ;  14th  (1,  61b.).  Mr.  and  Miss  Cathcart 
—10th  (25,  Hjlh.) ;  14th  (!Jlb.  and  UJlb).  Mr.  Steel  — 
10th  (15,  101b.);  14th  (IHJlb).  Me.ssrs.  Hall  and 
Adlard— Hth  (18,  Hlb.).  Mr.  Spicer— I  tth  (18,  911,.). 
M  Lssos  Adlard  and  Hewitt — 14th  (lOJib.j.  ^lessrs, 
Adlard  and  Hewitt— 14th  (18,  9Jlb.)  Owing  to  the 
weather  being  very  stormy  this  week,  many  anglers 
could  not  fish. — David  Munuo. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters.— On  June  7  Mr.  Briggs, 
Dundee,  on  Loch  Meadie,  got  six  sea  trout,  2Jlb.  On 
June  8  the  same  angler  landed  half-a-do/.en  sea  trout, 
31b.,  on  Naver  tidal  water,  and  on  June  10,  ten  sea  trout 
(one  of  which  weighed  2Jlb.),  and  the  whole  OJlb. 
On  June  10  Mr.  Collins  Splatt,  on  tidal  water,  lour 
sea  trout,  21b.  On  June  11  Mr.  Briggs  got  nine  sea 
trout,  51b.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Collins  Splatt,  Plymouth, 
ten  sea  trout,  51b.,  and  Mr.  Briggs,  eleven  sea  trout, 
5Jlb.  On  June  13,  Mr.  Collins  Splatt  caught  six  sea 
trout,  2Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Briggs,  four  sea  trout,  IJlb.  On 
June  14,  Mr.  Briggs,  on  river  Naver,  landed  four 
salmon,  weighing  111b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  respectively. 
Weather  very  cold  and  stormy. — B. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddel. — Both  rivers  running 
low,  and  sea  trout  and  bum  trout  are  being  caught. 
In  the  Solway  sea  trout  and  salmon  are  being  had. 
The  sea  trout  in  the  Solway  are  of  a  large  description. 
P.S. — I  have  written  to  Mr.  Musgrove,  of  the  Globe 
Hotel,  Longtown,  with  regard  to  "  Willow's  "  observa- 
tions.— GiLNOCKlE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — On  13th 
inst.  a  grilse,  theifirst  of  the  season,  was  got  on  Mr. 
R.  T.  Coupland's  rod  on  Gruinards  water.  Ou  June  15, 
Mr.  J.  Munro,  keeper,  Gladfield,  on  Mr.  l\Ioreing's  rod, 
landed  a  salmon  of  101b.,  and  on  Monday  (Jime  17) 
two  grilse  of  3Jlb.  and  4^1b. — B. 

Congless  (Richmond  Hotel,  Tomintoul), — On 
Saturday,  June  15,  Mr.  J.  E.  Beard,  Birkenhead,  had 
seventeen  trout,  heaviest  weighing  21b. — A.  McTavish. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — In  the  beginning  of  the 
week  the  heavy  volume  of  water  helped  to  clear  out 
the  cUbris  that  had  accumulated  in  the  river-during 
the  long  continued  drought.  It  also  removed  the  silt 
at  the  entrance,  which,  had  the  dry  weather  continued 
much  longer,  would  have  closed  the  mouth,  the  water 
being  too  small  to  keep  it  open.  Since  the  spate  set 
in  there  has  been  a  fair  run  of  fish,  both  grilse 
and  salmon,  and  when  the  water,  which  is  failing, 
gets  into  cleaner  condition,  rod  fishing  will  improve. 
Pair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  on  the  Marnoch, 
Corniehaugh,  and  some  of  the  other  waters  in  the 
upper  district.  With  the  rise  in  the  water,  the  net 
fishing  on  the  river  showed  an  improvement,  a  goodlj' 
number  of  fish  having  been  killed  for  the  first  half  of 
the  week.  On  the  coast,  the  returns  from  most  of  the 
stations  were  the  best  for  the  season.  Both  salmon 
and  grilse  are  of  capital  quality  and  of  large  size.  On 
Tuesday  half-a-dozen  boxes  were  consigned  to  the 
market  from  the  Deveron  district,  and  a  couple  on 
V/ednesday.— H.  W. 

luchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had.  Mr.  Hawkins — June  10  (33,  101b.) ; 
12th  (24,  7Jlb.)  ;  14th  (18,  61b.)  ;  15th  (9,  41b.).  Mr. 
Keeling— 10th  (14,  61b.)  ;  13th  (12,  61b.).  Mr.  Booth— 
10th  (10,  51b.);  13th  (8,  81b).  Messrs.  Booth  and 
Keeling— 12th  (33,  111b.) ;  14th  (36,  151b.)  ;  loth  (15, 
91b.).  Mr.  Wilson— 12th  (0,  61b.).  Mr.  Corstorphine 
—13th  (16,  81b.).  Colonel  Wade— 13th  (9,  51b.) ;  15th 
(10,  51b.).  Mr.  Hurst— ;3th  (20,  91b.) ;  15th  (24,  111b., 
heaviest  31b.).  Colonel  Paylor— 14th  (24,  91b.) ;  loth 
(16,  81b.).  Professor  Purdie— 15th  (2  salmon,  lylb. 
and  101b.).  Weather  for  past  week  very  stormy  ;  boats 
unable  to  go  out ;  rivers  in  spate. — W.  Wallace. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— The  follow- 
ing sport  has  been  got  since  the  opening  of  the  season  ; 
On  the  3rd  Mr.  W.  Clarke,  on  Loch  Shin,  two  trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  A.  Rennie  six,  41b. ;  and  Rev.  R.  Granville 
twenty-three  trout,  191b.;  on  4th  Rev.  R.  Granville 
caught  twenty  trout,  9lb. ;  on  7th  Mr.  Budd,  on  Loch 
Cracail,  fifteen,  8|lb.  ;  Rev.  R.  (Tranville  twenty-four, 
20|lb. ;  Mr.  Hughes,  on  Loch  Beaunoch,  twenty  trout, 
91b. ;  and  Messrs.  Chambers  and  Weir,  on  Fourloch, 
thirty,  13flb. ;  on  the  8th  Mr.  Paterson,  on  Shinness 
Bay,  four  trout,  l^lb. ;  Mr.  Budd  six,  3Jlb.,  besides  a 
Salmo  ferox  of  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Chambers  and  Weir  had 
seven  trout,  41b.,  on  Loch  Beaunoch  ;  ou  13th  Mr. 
Budd  made  a  nice  basket  of  thirteen  trout,  9ilb. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Not  for  a  number  of 
years  has  the  weather  been  so  unfavourable  in  June 
for  angling,  the  best  catch  this  month  from  a  boat 
being  171b.  The  past  week  has  been  cold  and  change- 
able, with  little  rain,  and  there  is  no  appearance  ot  a 
change.  Poor  sport  has  consequently  resulted.  Nine 
members  of  the  KeU-inside  Academical  Club  captured 
thirty-three  trout,  weighing  261b.  3oz. — 1st,  Mr.  Greig, 
eight  trout,  91b.  2oz.  ;  heaxiest  trout,  Mr.  R.  Brown, 
lib.  9oz.  The  St.  Mungo  Club,  with  twenty-six  rods, 
captmed  fifty-one  trout,  39113.  looz. — 1st,  Mr.  A. 
McLennan,  five  trout,  41b.  3oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr. 
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knnn'''t!/',^V''u  "^^"^  competitors  in  the 

FoUokshields  Club  captured  thirtv-four  trout,  221b  4oz 
—1st,  Mr  J.  B  \V  right,  five  trout,  41b.  b^oz.  The 
Northumberland  club  had  thirty-two  trout,  loib  8oz 
to  five  rods-lst  Mr.  Pumphre'y,  ten  trout,  Tlb-'lOoz! 
The  Buckland  Club  secured,  wth  eight  rods,  fifty 
!:^n  '  il^^- r^°'-l'''  Thompson,  thirteen 

n  nK  i-ii^  ^'"^^  members  of  the  Fifeshire 

club  killed  forty-seven  trout,  331b.  2oz.— 1st  Mr  G 
Watson,  nine  trout,  81b.  Goz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  R.  F. 

1    a°a'^  \-  ^'^^^*>'        °f  tlie  Waverley  Club 

landed  forty  trout,  291b.  14oz._lst,  Mr.  W.  Pringle 
OIK  r  '  mu  1^°^- '  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  W.  Ho^e, 
r  \tt^    .  '"■''^'^       private  parties  were  got 

by  Mr.  Hmiter  and  Mr.  Lawrie,  Edinburgh,  sixteen 
Fletcher,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout, 
Iri}  --  P"™Plirey,  Newcastle,  eight  trout,  51b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Ednie  and  Mr.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  twenty-nine 
'  {r*'-  'c?^^-  J-  ^^o^don,  Glasgow,  fourteen  trout, 
111b.  ;  Mr.  Somerville  and  Mr.  Turnbull,  Whitebv 
twelve  trout  91b.  4oz. ;  Captain  Garnett,  nine  trout 
BID.  ;  Mr.  Knox,  Cambus,  nine  trout,  91b  •  Mr 
V  aughan,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  fifteen  trout,  111b.  •  Dr' 
Proudfoot  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  Perth,  eleven  trout, 
i]u  .       '  ^""^  Cm-tier,  Llandudno,  six  trout, 

51b.  12oz.— EoBEET  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  the  above  waters 
the  followmg  catches  of  trout  have  been  had  •— On 
May  24,  fishing  on  Loch  Tormosat,  Mr.  Norman  had 
twenty,  101b.,  heaviest,  ^Ib.    27th— On  Loch  Tormosat, 
Mr.  Norman,  twenty-tour,  131b.,  heaviest,  lib;  on 
Loch-an-dune   Captain  E.  Moss,  five,  41b.,  heaviest, 
lib    2Sth— On  Tormosat,  Captain  Moss,  seventeen, 
g^lb   heaviest,  lib.  ;  on  Loch  Criuival,  Mr.  Norman, 
ten,  51b.,  heaviest,  lib.    31st— On  Tormosat,  Captain 
Moss,  twenty-four,  lO^lb.,  heaviest,  lib.     On  June 
ri^.  °^    Crinival,    Captain    Moss,    fourteen,  9Alb. 
0th— On  Verigavat,   Captain  Moss,  fifty-five  251b 
heaviest  lib.    7th— On  Tormosat,  Mr.  Walker,  twenty- 
eight,  111b.  ;  on  Strumore,  Captain  Moss,  nine  51b 
^mu'^^^kll^-  8th-0n Crinival,  Captain  Moss,  twenty! 
101b.    10th— On  Verigavat,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cain-o  and 
Mr  Champernowne,  fifteen,  51b.;  on  Tormosat  Mr 
Walker,   eighteen,   91b.     11th  -  On  Loch-an-dune, 
Captain  Moss,  eight,  51b.    12th— On  Crinival  Mr 
Walker,  six,  31b.    14th— On  Tormosat,  Mr.  Walker 
seventeen,  101b. ;  on  Loch-nar-Cogaine,  Mr.  and  Mrs' 
Fox  mne,  21b.— J.  D.  MacGbegoe. 

Lochness  (Poyers),— Pishing  Looh  Knockie  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  June  12,  Captain  Cyril  Stacey  killed 
twenty  trout,  the  largest  weighing  1  jib. ;  on  June  13 
a  basket  of  fifty  trout ;  and  Mr.  Tilsion's  boatmen  on 
Lochness,  one  salmon,  101b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Ruthven.— On  June  12,  Mr.  Fred  Kelly 
forty-five  trout,  201b.  ;  on  June  13,  thirty-five  trout' 
IG^lb.  On  June  15,  Colonel  MacGregor,  forty-three 
trout,  181b.— J.  Geaham  &  Co. 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).— Last  week  was  so 
wet  and  boisterous  that  trout  fishing  was  impossible 
The  rains,  however,  helped  the  river,  and  a  lar^re 
number  of  salmon  have  found  their  way  up.  On 
June  11  the  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas  had  nineteen  trout,  121b 
Mr.  Robertson  fourteen  trout,  91b.,  Mr.  Rusto'n  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  8Jlb.  respectively,  and  Mr.  Payne 
one  salmon,  S^lb.,  one  grilse,  41b.  On  June  14  Mr 
Ruston  had  two  salmon,  lO^lb.  and  7^1b.  respectively 
Mr.  Payne  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas 
thirty-three  trout,  161b. — A.  M. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.)  —  On 
June  14  Major  Burnell  Milus,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed 
a  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  On  June  15  Mr.  Alison 
Johnson,  Skelpick^  Lodge,  on  Beat  No.  6,  got  three 
salmon,  the  heaviest  weighing  lOJlb.,  and  Major  Burnell 
Milus  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  The  net  fishing  at 
river  mouth  has  not  been  doing  so  well  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather. — W.  T.  Beowh. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  Dee  rose  to  a 
considerable  water  on  Tuesday  morning  (June  18). 
Grilse  have  been  on  the  inward  run  freely  since 
Friday  last  (June  14),  and  especially  on  the 
16th,  17th,  and  18th.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board  netted  over  a  hundred  on  Monday  (June  17) 
at  one  tide,  and  some  seventy  on  Tuesday  (June  18). 
Angling,  after  being  almost  at  a  standstill,  is  now 
beginning  to  get  somewhat  brisk  again,  especially 
about  the  grilse  waters  on  the  Dee  and  Feugh.  On  the 
Glentana  section  and  all  the  way  up  to  the  higher 
reaches  fish  are  plentiful,  too  much  so,  in  fact,  but  sport 
very  poor.  On  the  Don  some  splendid  baskets  of  trout 
were  made  by  those  clear-water  worming  and  minnow 
spinning,  but  little  or  nothing  to  the  fly.  On  Friday 
(June  14)  Mr.  Beattie,  Wallace  Tower,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  some  beauties  on  the  Kintore  water,  scaling 
up  to  2aib.,  while  some  capital  baskets  were  also  made 
by  Dr.  Rennie,  Mr.  Robertson,  and  others.  On  the 
Ugie,  during  three  days  last  week,  Mr.  Ingram  Edin- 
bmgh,  creeled  lO^lb.,  6^1b.,  and  61b.  in  the  face  of 
the  very  worst  of  angling  conditions.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Edgington  had  three  days  early  in  the  week,  but  met 
witli  but  indifferent  sport,  owing  to  the  rough  weather. 
Master  Kelman,  London,  creeled  on  two  occasions 
61b.  and  51b.  in  a  few  hours  out.  Sea-trout  do  not 
run  till  September,  but  a  few  are  always  about, 
although  the  chief  sport  all  through  June,  July,  and 
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August  is  with  the  brown  trout.  The  fly  is  not  yet  up 
on  the  Ugie  in  force,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
season  generally.  On  the  Deveron,  at  Corniehaugh 
and  Marnoch  Lodge  fishings,  fair  sport  continues  to  be 
got  daily.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Up  till  this  evening 
(Wednesday,  June  19)  the  Border  rivers  have  under- 
gone no  change  since  last  week's  report.  This  after- 
noon (June  19)  rain  is  falling  lightly,  but  with  a  high 
and  steady  barometer  it  is  doubtful  if  any  immediate 
change  will  be  brought  about.  A  flood  "now  would 
certainly  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  whole  of  the 
rivers  stand  in  need  of  a  scouring  as  the  sea  trout  are 
not  taking  the  rivers  freely.  Sport  has  been  again 
disappointing  as  a  rule,  though  odd  sea  trout  are  being 
caught  with  the  night  fly  and  with  worm  fished  in  the 
clear  water  style.  In  the  Annan,  Mr.  Jas.  McEwan  of 
Marple,  Manchester,  killed  one  sea  trout  with  fly  the 
other  afternoon,  audon  Saturday  (June  15)  Mr.W.  Ogilvie 
had  one  of  1  Jib.  with  midge  fly.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water 
Mr.  Lookhart  caught  two  sea  trout  with  night  fly,  and 
the  farm  manager  took  one.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  at  Castlemilk,  Mr.  J.  Rae,  the  Firs,  had  a 
good  one.  Small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
taken  here  and  there.  In  the  Nith  little  is  doing  at 
present.  A  trout  here  and  there  has  been  taken  after 
dark,  besides  one  or  two  good  yellow  trout.  In  the  Ayr- 
shire district  the  sport  has  been  fair,  though  trout  have 
not  been  rising  well  on  several  evenings  on  account 
of  the  cold.  The  New  Cumnock  Association  held  their 
second  competition  of  the  season  on  Satm-day  (June 
15),  when  Mr.  A  Ferguson  was  first  prize-man,  Mr.  S. 
Findlay  second,  and  Mr.  A.  Smellie  third. '  Other  rods 
had  fair  baskets.  Loch  Doon,  Dalmelliugton,  is 
now  giving  fair  sport.  On  Saturday  (June  15)  a  large 
number  of  rods  were  out,  and  the  Wellshot  Club  held 
their  third  competition.  Good  sport  was  had  during  the 
forenoon,  but  in  the  other  part  of  the  day  the  tempera- 
ture was  very  cold,  and  trout  did  not  rise  freely.  Mr. 
Geo.  Menzies  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Allan  were  the  most  suc- 
cessful rods.  In  the  Galloway  district  angling  has 
been  very  poor  this  week,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of 
sport  improving  until  after  a  flood.  The  first  run  of 
the  herling  should  be  on  in  a  fortnight.  In  the 
Solway  at  Annan  the  nets  have  been  getting  fair 
hauls  of  sea  trout  this  week,  and  a  few  grilse  have  also 
been  caught  in  the  stake  nets.— Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— With  snow  on  the  hills,  and 
all  its  accompaniments,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  anglers  have  done  little  during  the  past  week. 
However,  on  the  Glengrant  water.  Miss  Grant  was 
successful  in  killing  a  beauty  of  111b.  On  the  Orton 
water,  a  'little  further  down,  good  baskets  of  trout 
were  got.  A  pike  weighing  31b.  was  also  taken  from 
the  same  water— a  most  unusual  thing. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  June  3  Mr.  and  Miss  Freeman, 
fishing  on  Loch  Craggie,  had  seven  trout,  31b. ;  on 
June  4,  twenty  trout,  91b. ;  on  June  5,  on  Loch  Slam, 
two  salmon,  171b.  On  June  6,  Miss  Freeman,  on 
Loch-na-Lacou,  six  trout,  2ilb.  ;  on  June  7,  on  Loch 
Slam,  six  trout,  2Jlb. ;  on  June  8,  on  Loch  Umech, 
thirty-two  trout,  71b.  On  June  10,  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on 
the  Kyle,  three  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Miss  Freeman,  on 
Loch-na-Lacon,  six  trout,  2Jlb.  On  June  11,  Mr. 
Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Slam,  eleven  trout,  61b.  On 
June  12,  Miss  Freeman,  on  Loch-na-LaiCon,  twelve 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirteen 
trout,  5^1b.  On  June  14,  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on  Loch-na- 
Laoon,  twenty  trout,  61b. ;  Miss  Freeman,  Loch 
Craggie,  nineteen  trout,  81b.  On  June  15,  Mr.  Kirk- 
bride, on  Loch  Slam,  fourteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Freeman,  on  Looh  Craggie,  fourteen  trout,  61b. 
— M.  McInnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Angling  here  is  almost  at  a  standstill.  The  weather 
has  been  much  too  bright,  and  the  waters  too  low  for 
salmon  fishing,  although  there  are  still  a  few  fish  in 
the  deep  pools.  On  the  Birgham  Water  last  week. 
Major  Romanaes  had  four  fish,  ranging  from  61b.  to 
121b.  On  the  Makerstoan  stretch,  Mr.  Fairburn  had 
five  last  week,  including  three  in  one  day,  the  lure 
used  being  big  lobworms.  The  following  are  the  weights 
and  dates:  .Monday  (June  10),  one,  81b.;  Thursday 
(June  13),  three,  61b.,  81b.,  and  141b.  ;  and  on 
Saturday  (June  15),  one,  91b.  On  Plool-s  upper 
water  on  Friday  (June  14),  Mr.  R.  Heiiry  had  one 
of  71b.  The  low  state  of  the  rivers  and  the  growth 
of  weeds  for  some  months  render  trout  fishing  very 
unpleasant,  if  not  almost  impossible.  The  weather  is 
too  cold  for  evening  fishing.  On  the  Tweed  on  Monday 
morning  last  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond  had  a  nice  dish  of  91b. 
with  worm.    A  party  of  anglers,  from  the  Leith  Angling 
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HOLLO  WAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sudden  changes  of 
temperature  sorely  try  persons  prone  to  rheinnatism,  sciatica, 
tic  douloureux,  and  many  maladies  scarcely  less  painful,  though 
of  shorter  duration.  On  the  first  attack  of  stillness  or  suffering 
in  any  muscle,  joint,  or  nerve,  recourse  should  immediately 
be  had  to  fomenting,  the  seat  of  disease  with  hot  Ijrine  and 
rubbing  in  this  remarkable  Ointment,  which  will  assuage  the 
uneasiness  of  the  part,  subdue  inflammation,  and  reduce  the 
swelling.  The  Pills  simultaneously  taken  will  rectify  constitu- 
tional ilisturbances  and  renew  the  strength.  No  remedy  hereto- 
fore discovered  lias  proved  so  effective  as  the  Ointment  and 
Pills  for  removing  gouty,  i  heumatic  and  scrofulous  attacks,  whicli 
afflict  all  ages,  and  are  commonly  called  hereditary. 


Club,  travelled  to  Kelso  last  night  (Tuesday)  and  held 
an  overnight  competition  on  the  Tweed  and  tributaries. 
There  were  fifteen  competitors,  and  the  weighing  took 
place  at  5  o'clock  this  afternoon,  at  the  shop  of 
Mr.  Steel,  (.fishmonger.  Bridge-street,  the  following 
being  the  rfesult.  Heaviest  basket:  (1)  H.  Simpson 
81b.  4oz. ;  (2)  A.  Watt,  51b.  lloz. ;  (3)  J.  B.  Kerr' 
2^1b. ;  (4)  D.  Forsyth,  lib.  7oz. ;  (5)  W.  Monro' 
lib.  4oz.  Heaviest  trout :  A.  Watt,  lib.  lOioz.  Heaviest 
half  dozen  :  H.  Simpson,  81b.  HJoz.— Max  wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann. — This  river  has  now  fallen  so  low  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  for  large  salmon  to  pass  over  the 
weir  at  the  head  of  the  .lower  reach  into  the  middle 
and  upper  sections.  There  are  a  few  grilse  passing 
over  all  the  weirs,  but  they  do  not  rest  in  the  river  but 
go  on  to  the  lake.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is 
very  low  at  present  on  account  of  the  cold  winds 
that  have  been  blowing  from  the  north  and  west 
for  the  past  ten  days.  In  any  part  of  uhe 
river  where  salmon  or  trout  are  resting  sport  has 
been  exceptionally  good  for  the  past  week.  On  the 
Portglenone  reach,  which  now  yields  more  trout  than 
all  the  other  sections  of  the  river,  Mr.  A.  Meenan, 
Belfast,  has  made  a  record  by  landing  seventy-eit^ht 
trout,  scaling  731b.,  in  five  days.  His  best  day  was 
Saturday  (Jime  15),  when  he  took  twenty-four 
fish,  weighing  211b.  These  were  all  taken  on  the 
wet  fly,  and  nearly  all  on  a  newly-invented  pattern 
called  the  "Pheasant  Sedge."  On  the  Caronwe 
reach  twenty-eight  salmon  and  grilse  were  taken  for 
the  week  :— Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  nine  salmon  and  grilse  in 
three  days  from  61b.  to  151b. ;  llv.  W.  H.  Wilson  three 
salmon  in  two  days  from  81b.  to  151b.  ;  Colonel  Bruce 
in  six  days  nine  salmon  and  grilse  from  51b.  to  ll^elh. ; 
Mr.  Adale,  Belfast,  six  salmon  and  grilse  in  three 
days  from  61b.  to  121b.;  Colonel  Delacherois  one 
salmon,  IS^lb.  On  the  Kilrea  section  some  large 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Heavy  rain  fell  on  Wed- 
nesday, which  will  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  on 
local  streams.  Sport  has  been  moderate  on  the  dams. 
The  Woodburu  dams  have  given  their  patrons  a  few 
baskets.  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  had  a  2ilb.  fish,  and  Mr. 
W.  T.  Braithwaite  broke  the  record  tor  individual  fish 
by  killing  a  beauty  of  731b.  on  South  Woodburn.' 
This  fine  fish  measured  26^in.  in  length,  and  15iiu. 
girth,  and  as  the  measurements  show  was  in  fine 
condition.  Some  small  takes  of  trout  were  made  on 
the  Crumlin  and  the  lower  part  of  Clady,  which  as 
yet  is  untouched  by  poisoners. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  rain  of  this  week  will 
tend  to  improve  sport  on  the  Blackwater  and  the 
Ballinderry.  On  the  latter  river  "  black  fly"  fishing 
is  not  as  far  advanced  as  it  usually  is  owing  to  the 
rather  chilly  weather  in  the  evenings.  On  the  little 
Torrent,  Newmills,  a  local  angler  had  a' couple  of  good 
bags  lately,  two  fish  reaching  IJlb.  each,  which  is 
heavy  for  such  a  small  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Although 
the  river  has  run  down  rather  low  good  sport  was  had, 
and  the  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  salmon 
captured  during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson- 
landed  four  salmon  of  171b.,  161b.,  81b.,  and  51b.  ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Darby  landed  five  of  22jlb.,  201b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
51b. ;  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  landed  nine  of  181b.,  141b., 
171b.,  151b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  and  61b.;  Dr.  E. 
Aiken  landed  two,  61b.  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
landed  two  of  similar  weight,  and  Captain  Darcy 
Irvine  landed  one  of  61b.  At  time  of  writing 
rain  has  begun  to  fall  heavily,  and  sport  should  be 
still  better  this  week.  Trouting  was  not  so  good 
last  week  as  in  the  previous  week,  but  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
took  a  few  nice  dishes  of  trout,  and  other  anglers  also 
took  some  fair-sized  trout.  The  May  Fly  season  is 
now  over  on  Lough  Erne,  and  did  not  at  all  prove  a 
success  this  season. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Erne  (Belleek).— Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  of  Lord- 
street,  Liverpool  (a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers  Club),  is 
having  capital  salmon  fishing  in  the  Erne  at  Belleek. 
Last  week  he  writes  me  that  he  killed  eight  salmon, 
all  clean  run  from  the  sea  and  weighing  5|,  6^,  7,  14, 
15,  19,  19^  and  221b.,  all  taken  witli  fly.  His" friend, 
Mr.  Cripps;  killed  a  brace  weighing  14^  and  201b. 
Both  gentlemen  have  also  taken  trout  weighing  up  to 
4^1b. — Heatheebell. 

Gortnoratabey  Hotel  (Lough  Conn,  Mayo).— 
We  are  having  a  good  run  of  grilse  at  present.  Mr.  G. 
Harris,  in  three  days,  killed  eight  grilse,  besides  a  few 
baskets  of  trout.  Mr.  Ormsby,  on  June  15,  two  grilse 
and  seven  trout.  Mr.  McGrath,  on  June  16,  one 
salmon  and  eight  trout.  On  June  17,  Mr.  FitzAUen 
killed  two  grilse,  and  lost  a  beautiful  salmon  after  half 
an  hour's  play,  by  the  tackle  giving  way.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport. — Managee. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Generally  speaking  sport  has  been 
backward,  the  fish  rising  very  sluggishly  all  round.  A 
change  in  the  weather,  hovi'ever,  having  set  in  matters 
are  improving,  but  much  rain  is  wanted  before  really 
good  sport  can  be  eS:pected. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Salmon  and  brown  trout  have  yielded 
fair  sport  for  the  past  week,  the  fish  rising  well  to 
flies.    Prospects  for  the  next  few  days  good. — T.  J.  D. 
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Leenane  (Killery  Bay,  Connemara). — Very 
little  rain  during  the  past  week  ;  water  low  and  no 
anglers  out.  Mr.  Ghesham,  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib, 
from  Leenane  Hotel,  had  a  fairly  successful  week  ;  best 
day,  five  good  pike  and  three  perch.  The  Eriff  river  is 
in  fine  flood,  heavy  rain  having  fallen  on  the  night 
of  the  18th.— R.  H.  McKeown. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Though  the  weather  has  been  favourable,  sport  has 
been  toZ  as  regards  salmon,  but  only  a  few  salmon 
anglers  have  been  out.  Trout  fishing  has  afforded 
generally  fair  sport,  and  is  showing  much  improvement 
at  time  of  writing.  Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  rise 
better,  and  many  fish  weighing  between  lib.  and  31b. 
have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough.  Mask. — Anglers  fishing  above  waters  from 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Glonbur,  are  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Allix,  Messrs.  Herring,  Haigh,  Mills,  Allen,  and 
Doctor  Walker.  They  have  broken  the  record  for  the 
past  week.  Between  them  they  have  culled  from  2^st. 
trout  to  4st.  daily,  all  on  the  fly.  On  the  17th  inst. 
was  the  largest  take  since  the  preservation  of  Lough 
Mask.  Mr.  Mills  to  his  own  rod  caught  twenty-two 
trout,  varying  from  ^Ib.  to  31b.  Mr.  Herring  getting 
thirteen,  Mr.  Haigh  nine,  and  Dr.  Walker  one  dozen 
grand  trout,  several  from  21b.  to  2Jlb.  among  the 
lot.  Mr.  Allen  trolling  same  date  got  two  large  trout, 
one  81b.  and  one  41b.  Mr.  Joyce  caught  a  101b.  trout 
30  inches  long,  if  in  condition  should  weigh  161b.  at 
least.  This  fish  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Fred  Sabin, 
Manchester.  As  I  write  heavy  rain  has  fallen,  and 
prospects  of  sport  are  excellent. — J.  O'J. 

Iiough  Melviu. — Some  excellent  trout  fishing  was 
obtained  dm-ing  the  past  week.  Many  anglers  had  a 
number  of  decent  catches  of  gillarooe  trout  and 
brown  trout,  some  of  the  gillarooes  weighing  IJlb. 
and  21b. ;  Mr.  B.  Lupton  caught  a  beautiful  brown 
trout  of  81b.  on  June  14,  Mr.  Cullen  caught  a 
grilse  of  51b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Wren  caught  three  trout, 
Salnio  fcwx  of  41b.,  2Jlb.,  and  21b.,  on  June  13. 
Sport  on  the  lake  is  good  at  xjresent. — M.  Rogan 
&  Sons. 

Loug^h  Neagfli. — Pollen  netting  is  much  about 
the  average,  and  the  demand  and  prices  from  London 
are  good.  Smelt  netting  is  indifferent.  For  a  con- 
siderable time  there  has  been  no  trouting  on  the  small 
tributaries.  It  is  stated  that  the  Irish  Fishery  Com- 
missioners intend  to  turn  some  thousands  of  Loch 
Leven  fry  into  the  Lough  to  improve  the  trout. — -J.A.B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order  and  dull 
weather  with  north  winds.  Fishing  on  the  river  for  the 
last  week  has  been  fair  with  nets  and  rods  as  the 
summer  fish  is  just  coming  up  in  numbers ;  fishing 
on  Lough  Conn  has  been  fair  during  the  week,  some 
fish  taking  the  fly. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  bright  and  hot  for  most  of  the 
week,  and  the  grilse  rose  short  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Bann 
had  five  grilse,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  four  grilse,  211b., 
and  one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  two  salmon,  111b., 
91b. ;  Mr.  Herreng,  six  grilse,  28Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wiggan  and 
friend,  six  grilse,  311b.,  and  one  aalmon,  101b. ;  Mr. 
C.  Homes  and  Mr.  P.  Buller  got  two  salmon,  91b., 
lOJlb.,  and  one  grilse,  31b.,  on  the  lough;  Mr.  Kirk- 
wood  and  friend  had  two  grilse,  7^1b.,  on  the  lough.  On 
favourable  days  trout  anglers  are  getting  from  seven 
to  twelve  trout,  averaging  lib.  The  lower  pools  on 
the  river  swarm  with  grilse.  Sea-trout  anglers  are 
making  good  bags,  best  take  to  one  rod  151b.  ll|oz. — 
Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Iiougli  Berg  (Eillaloe) — Heavy 
fall  of  rain  all  last  night  and  to-day,  and  if  it  continues 
for  another  day  or  so,  our  glittering  friends,  the  grilse, 
can  run  up  from  the  tidal  waters ;  so  we  may  count 
on  having  good  sport  to  the  end  of  June  and  through- 
out July.  There  were  a  few  fish  taken  this  week,  and 
several  good  dishes  of  river  trout.  Mr.  Ted  Buckworth, 
fishing  my  water,  got  thirty-two  fine  trout  in  one 
evening,  say,  from  eight  o'clock  to  ten  o'clock.  Fishing 
prospects  could  not  possibly  be  better. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — A  long  spell  of  dry 
weather  has  been  rather  adverse  to  the  angler's  chance 


of  sport,  but  now  that  we  are  having  a  good  rainfall 
we  hope  to  see  both  the  grilse  and  trout  fishing  much 
improved.  On  Doonass  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  four 
peal,  2|lb.,  31b.,  31b.,  31b.,  and  one  salmon,  81b.  On 
Prospect  Mr.  F.  Curzon  killed  one  salmon  20^1b.,  and 
five  peal,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.  On  Newgarden, 
from  June  1  to  18,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  eleven 
peal  ranging  from  21b.  to  51b. — I.  Enbioiit  &  Son. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  season  for  the  sea- 
trout  promisos  well.  Four  sea-trout  of  9Jlb.  was  the 
best  bag  of  the  past  week.  Cold  north-east  winds  have 
kept  them  from  rising.  Plenty  of  fish  running  from 
the  sea.  Good  hauls  are  made  on  the  None,  and  the 
sea-trout  are  put  above  to  run  into  the  lake.  This 
looks  well  for  the  lovers  of  the  sea-trout — hard  to  beat 
for  sport — and  anglers  will  not  be  disappointed  in  a 
visit  to  Waterville  during  July,  August,  and  September. 
Some  heavy  salmon  of  281b.  and  301b.  were  taken  last 
week,  and  some  sea-trout  up  to  5Jlb.  have  been 
liberated  above  the  Nene. — Tim  McCaktiiy. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux  (June  20). — During  the  closing  week  the 
ardour  of  our  anglers  emulated  that  of  the  tempera- 
ture, till  a  thick  veil  of  cloud  and  rain,  with  snow  on 
the  more  lofty  summits  around,  brought  welcome 
coolness.  There  was  plenty  of  midday  fishing  for 
those  who  indulged  in  that  form  of  activity,  but  not 
much  result  until  the  evening  rise  showed  an  awakened 
interest  on  the  part  of  feeding  fish.  Artificial  May 
Flies  then  craftily  floated  over  these,  sometimes  with 
a  cork  at  the  end  of  a  long  gut  line  to  stretch  it  out 
and  let  the  droppers  act,  would  frequently  induce  a 
determined  lunge  and  those  moments  of  expectancy 
intervening  between  the  leap  and  the  landing-net. 
Among  the  more  or  less  successful  "  disciples  "  were 
Colonel  Maisey,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Struv6,  Mr.  Wynne, 
and  a  Professor  of  unknown  nationality,  who  is 
reported  to  have  captured  a  five-pounder,  as  well  as 
various  indigenous  fishermen,  five  of  whom  were  seen 
along  the  banks  on  one  fete  day.  As  in  other  localities 
it  was  found  well  to  note  the  haunts  which  become 
"  places  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act "  where  one 
may  hit  upon  a  good  fish,i  should  it  be  inclined 
to  place  its  all  upon  the  hazard  of  a  fly.  Such 
observation  led  to  two,  one  twelve  and  the  other 
thirteen  inches  long,  accompanying  others  of  less 
dimensions  homeward  in  my  basket  a  couple  of  days 
ago.  Large  reddish  Stone  Flies  of  landrail  colour 
have  now  appeared  towards  the  end  of  the  May  Fly 
flush,  as  they  do  on  some  Irish  waters,  for  instance  at 
Lough  Arrow. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton, — On  the  15th  the  sea  was  as  calm  as 
a  lake  and  a  gentle  breeze  off  land ;  ■  numbers  of 
boat  anglers  were  off,  and  seine  netsmen  for  mackerel. 
16th,  fine  day,  wind  in  W.,  but  sea  too  choppy,  since 
which  boat  angling  has  been  almost  entirely  in 
abeyance. — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Good  sport  is  now  being 
had  at  and  around  this  station  with  pollock,  gurnard, 
and  whiting.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had  twenty-two 
pollack,  forty-four  gurnard,  and  thirty-three  whiting 
in  about  four  hours,  and  other  good  takes  were 
recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Seal  (the  Pier).  —  Our  pier  anglers  have  had  to 
be  content  with  large  numbers  of  pouting  during  the 
past  week,  other  varieties  being  but  few  and  far 
between.  The  water  upon  the  whole  has  been  too 
thick  and  weedy  to  yield  much  sport,  but  has  improved 
in  condition  since  the  wind  has  ranged  southward. 
The  following  catch  made  by  three  visiting  anglers — 
Mr.  A.  H.  Church,  Mr.  B.  P.  Cameron,  and  Mr.  R. 
Cameron — during  five  days'  fishing  may  bo  taken  as 
fairly  representative  of  local  pier  fishing — one  nurse- 
dog,  two  codling,  two  dabs,  eight  small  whiting,  and 
more  than  ten  score  pouting.  Mr.  Wiggins  and  Dr. 
Snell  have  patronised  the  pier  daily,  and  the  former 
gentleman  landed  some  large  pouts  on  Monday  after- 
noon, and  the  doctor  went  off  with  a  heavy  string 
also.  The  wind  is  now  southerly  and  the  water  fairly 
clear,  giving  promise  of  better  sport  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sport  has  been  good  in  all  departments. 
Pollack  fishers  had  on  au  average  about  a  dozen  fish 
each  day,  running  from  5  to  151b.  Anglers  out  bottom 
fishing  did  well  with  gurnard,  whiting,  etc.  Bass  are 
very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  has  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  fortnight.  Boat  anglers  are 
now  making  good  catches  of  pollock,  bream,  and  pout 
whiting. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  perfect  for  sea  fishing, 
the  sea  being  very  smooth,  with  a  gentle  breeze.  There 
are  plenty  of  pollack  around  the  various  marks,  and 
some  fine  ones  have  been  caught  during  the  week. 
Two  gentlemen,  fishing  near  the  Bolt  Tail,  caught 
twenty-two,  weighing  941b. ;  two  out  of  the  number 
weighed  Iljlb.  each.  The  india-rubber  sand-eel  and 
double  worm  are  the  favourites,  although  some  very 
large  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Challenger.  I 
have  had  also  some  splendid  reports  from  different 


parts  of  Ireland.  There  the  large  red  double  worm 
seems  to  be  the  favourite  bait.  The  usual  pier  fishing 
is  in  full  swing.    W.  Hkaui.er  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsey  (Isle  of  Man).  Some  good  pollack  have 
been  caught  trolling  round  the  rooks  and  piers; 
one  boat  had  fifty  nice  fish  from  21b.  to  71b.  The  first 
catch  of  bream  was  got  last  week — nine  bream,  six 
congers,  and  two  cod — fishing  from  the  banks. — W. 

CUHIiON. 

Ramsgate. — Little  fishing  this  week  owing  to 
strong  north-east  winds  and  cold.  The  inner  basin 
has  again  yielded  some  good  flounders  and  eels.  In 
the  bay  two  or  three  boats  had  good  catches  on 
June  16,  one  having  over  three  score  large  dabs  and 
a  fine  bream. — Gkey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Boat  anglers  are  only  having  poor 
sport,  as  whiting  have  not  yet  come  into  the  bay  in 
any  quantity.  Mackerel  will  not  come  in  until  "the 
herring  fishery  is  in  full  swing. — H. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Pollack  are  now  very 
numerous.  Gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream  are  plentiful 
in  the  small  bay,  and  bass  are  numerous  off  the 
mouths  of  the  Inny  and  Reenroc  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  '^nxtnxes. 


June  23. 

Allason  United  :  Match. 

Clapham  Strollers  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Cobden  :  Outing  to  Boxmore. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

Sundial  ;  Outing  to  Boxmoor. 

United  Old  Friends  :  Outing  to  East  Farleigh. 
June  24. 

Jubilee :  Visit. 
June  25. 

Camden :  Visit. 
June  27. 

Walton-on-Thames :  Punt  Competition. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

June  30. — Clifton  :  Prize  Outing. 

,,    30. — "  H.  S.  Norris "  benefit   competition  at 
Langley. 

,,    30. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
,,    30. — Cosy  ;  Outing  to  Staines. 
,,    30. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapse  prize  outing. 
,,    31. — Bermondsey  Brothers  ;  Competition. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


At  our  meeting  on  June  19,  Mr.  P.  J.  Hudd  in  the 
chair,  the  prize  list  was  finally  settled.  It  was 
headed,  as  usual,  by  the  club  cup  for  the  best  fish  of 
the  season,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  gross 
weight  was  unrecognised.  Several  members  have  been 
out,  but  results  have  not  been  first-class,  although 
several  were  rewarded  by  fair  takes,  but  nothing 
worthy  of  record  by  the  society.  Mr.  T.  A.  Saunders 
did  best,  having  three  brace  of  fair  chub  up  to  31b. 
from  the  Thames.  G.  W. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


Notice  to  Members. 

Owing  to  an  unforeseen  hitch  in  the  arrangements, 
that  portion  of  the  fishing  from  the  Copse  to  the  first 
cutting  at  Stoke  is  not  available,  the  stretch  from 
Houghton  Bridge  to  the  Sluice  Gate  only  being 
fishable.  W.  J.  Wade. 


IReports  from  Clubs, 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. — Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt,  per  Mr. 
Manning,  from  the  Brunswick  Brothers  of  t'2  5s.  lOd. 
from  their  collecting  box.  The  Committee  are 
requested  to  attend  hy  8.30  on  June  28 — important. — 
S!  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-Hill-gate. 
— The  first  pegged-dowu  match  of  the  season  takes 
place  in  the  -\ngling  Association  fishery,  Langley  and 
Slough  Canal,  on  June  23,  Meadow  Side,  Veitche's 
Pound.  We  leave  by  the  12.15  midnight  on  Saturday, 
or  any  train  on  'iSrd.  Conditions  :  To  start  and  cease 
by  signal  from  secretary ;  two  rods ;  all  seasonable 
fish  are  weighable.  The  delegates  from  the  Angling 
.\ssociation  gave  in  their  report,  for  which  they  were 
thanked. — Ben  Abrahams. 
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Alma  Angling  Societt,  Coacli  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Jime  16  our 
trays  were  well  filled  with  bream  and  perch.  The 
following  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Smart,  C.  Hawes 
L  ttiug,  and  Frost.— J.  Chambebs. 

Amicable  Brothebs  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship  Square.— We  had  a  splendid  show  of 
bream  by  one  of  our  new  members  on  June  16.  We 
have  a  good  prize  list  for  this  season ;  there  is  room 
for  one  or  two  good  working  members.— G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur  Street,  Battersea.— On  June  11  we 
held  our  tenth  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes.  About  fifty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
a  grand  spread  placed  upon  the  tables  by  our  worthy 
host.  After  supper  harmony  was  the  order,  when 
some  good  songs  were  gone  through  by  members  and 
friends.  The  usual  toasts  having  been  drunk,  the 
chairman  I  announced  the  reading  of  last  season's  prize 
list,  the  principal  winners  being  as  follows :  Mr. 
Jarrold,  gross  weight,  bank,  and  five  other  prizes ; 
Mr.  Townley,  gross  weight,  punt,  and  three  other 
prizes;  the  largest  roach,  lib.  12oz.,  was  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  Rich,  and  several  other  prizes;  the  largest 
jack  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Knight,  and  other  prizes. 
The  following  also  took  prizes:  Messrs.  T.  Smith, 
J.  Rich,  A.  Rankin,  0.  Pope,  and  others.  On  June  12 
we  made  four  new  members.  Several  members  took 
advantage  of  the  "  opening,"  but  did  not  weigh  in. 
— J.  R. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  June  18  Mr.  C. 
Newman  was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  Our 
first  match  will  take  place  at  Yalding  on  June  30, 
from  the  Railway  Inn  at  Yalding  to  Wateringbury 
Bridge  ;  towpath  only ;  jack  barred.  To  go  down  by 
the  6.55  a.m.  from  Waterloo  Junction,  and  return  bv 
the  7.20  p.m.  from  Yalding.— A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angllng  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.— On  Thursday,  June  13,  officers  for 
the  ensuing  quarter  were  elected.  Two  more  private 
prizes  have  been  promised.  Those  members  desirous 
of  taking  part  in  the  Norris  benefit  on  June  30  may 
obtain  tickets  from  the  secretary.  Rule  books  are  now 
ready.  Although  most  of  our  members  were  out  on 
June  16  poor  sport  was  met  with,  Mr.  P.  Hudson 
saving  us  from  a  blank  with  roach  from  the  Medway. 

—  ROACHPOLE. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Only  two  members 
weighed  in  on  June  16— Mr.  Pocock,  bream,  Mr. 
Spider,  roach.  We  fish  our  June  competition  on 
June  31,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  on  June 
26.  I  also  wish  to  remind  members  that  June  26  is 
also  our  half-yearly  night. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bermondsey  Constitdtional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— On  June  16  the 
^  following  weighed  in  :— Messrs.  J.  Martin  241b.,  bream 
G.  Collins,  P.  Miller,  and  A.  W.  Woodhead.  Our 
benevolent  box  was  well  patronised  during  the  evening. 
Our  first  Sunday  competition  takes  place  in  July! 
Full  particulars  later.  Any  member  who  has  not  yet 
applied  for  his  privilege  or  benevolent  ticket  should  do 
so  at  once. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Bloomsbdry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  A  'special 
general  meeting  is  called  for  June  26  for  important 
business ;  all  members  are  particularlv  requested  to 
attend.  Privilege  tickets  may  now  be  obtained  at  the 
club  house,  from  our  host,  Mr.  J.  Morron.— T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Kentish  Town.— The  annual  dinner  and  pre- 
sentation of  prizes  was  held  on  June  12.  There  was  a 
good_  attendance  of  members  and  friends.  Mr. 
Jennings  was  chairman  and  Mr.  Revett  vice-chairman! 
A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  passed,  and  one  quite 
equal  to  any  past  gathering.  The  presence  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Ward  was  missed,  and  needless  to  say 
great  comment  and  regret  was  passed  thereupon. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  etc.,  business  of  the 
evening  was  proceeded  with  prize  presentation,  the 
winners  being  Messrs.  Charles  Billings,  with  six,  J. 
White,  seven,  Boxsius,  four,  Ewin,  one,  Sintzeni'ch, 
two,  J.Jones,  one,  Sam  Mugford,  two,  Jessop,  one! 
J.  Revett,  six,  J.  Hoare,  six,  Howe,  two,  Adcock,  two! 
J.  Jennings,  five.  Stokes,  three,  etc.  The  competition 
of  cup  for  most  specimens  resulted  in  a  tie  between 
J.  White  and  J.  Revett.  The  tie  will  have  to  be  fished 
ofi  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August ; 
upwards  of  forty  prizes  were  given  for  next  season.— 
J.  H, 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Cori?- 
wall-road,  Westbourne  Park.— A  well-attended  meeting 
was  held  at  the  new  headquarters  of  the  club  last 
Monday,  and  members  expressed  themselves  pleased 
with  the  arrangements  made.  Two  new  members 
were  elected.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  June  16,  Mr.  J.  Lee  weighed  in  roach; 
Mr.  E.  Argent,  roach  and  bream ;  and  Mr.  G.  Wood! 
ward,  bream.  The  delegates  gave  in  their  report,  for 
which  they  were  thanked.    June  25  will  be  quarterly 


June  22,  1901 


night,  when  the  arrangement  for  prizes  for  comin 
season  will  bo  brought  forward. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— We  made  a  moderate  start  on 
June  16,  Messrs.  S.  Dykea  and  Gill  sliowed  bream 
Parker,  Whittuk,  Puller,  Gallowav,  Taylor,  and  Brock 
having  a  sprinkling  of  roach  and  dace.  Just  a  re- 
minder that  we  take  a  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  list  on 
Tuesday  next  (June  25)  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  friends,  both  old  and  new. — R.  Maiishall. 

Clapham  J  UNCTION  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  June  16 
Mr.  Browne  saved  this  society  from  having  a  blank. 
We  have  nominated  two  new  members — Messrs.  e! 
and  J.  Guy.  Next  meeting  night  locale  of  another 
match  will  be  settled,  when  members  are  requested  to 
attend  in  full  force. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Our  first  outing 
was  not  a  success,  not  a  prize  being  taken.  Mr.  Tilonks 
weighed  in  perch.  The  three  lapsed  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  at  Sunbury,  bank  only,  on  June  23,  jack 
barred.  Members  who  have  not  yet  had  their  priv'ileo-es 
will  kindly  write  or  apply  for  them  at  their  earliest  oppor- 
tunity, as  I  am  anxious  to  complete  list. — P.  Bishop. 

Clbrkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— We  have  a  sum  of  money  in  hand  to  be  fished 
for,  and  we  want  the  delegates  from  the  clubs  on  the 
list  to  decide  the  time  and  place  of  the  competition, 
to  meet  at  the  Empress  on  Thursday,  June  27.  We 
hope  to  get  a  meeting  this  time. — P.  Castell. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  Wednesday,  June 
19,  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  quarter.'  We 
have  an  outing  to  Staines  on  June  30  for  three  prizes. 
Boimdary  from  Staines  Bridge  to  Laleham  Ferry! 
Penton  Hook  included.  All  to  return  by  8.45  train 
from  Staines.  Mr.  W.  Simpkins  was  elected  a  work- 
ing member.  On  June  16  the  following  weighed  in  : 
H.  Lovett,  bream  and  roach ;  J.  T.  White,  bream  and 
roach  ;  and  A.  George,  bream  and  roach.— J.  White. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  On  June  16  Mr! 
F.  Beames  and  Mr.  W.  Poole,  carp  ;  Mr.  H.  Warr 
and  Mr.  C.  Poole,  jun.,  bream;  Mr.  J.  Jarratt  and 
Mr.  R.  W.  Ball,  roach  and  bream.— F.  P.  Souge. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
I  ong-acre,  W.C.— On  June  16  last,  Messrs.  Cutbush! 
Hopping,  John  Massey  and  James  Massey  had  a  show 
of  carp  and  Perch.  On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Ive  weighed 
in  some  nice  chub  and  barbel.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Olerkenwell  Green.— On  June  16  Mr.  Haines 
had  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Water,  roach ;  and  Mr. 
Long,  bream. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  June  16  a  few  members 
out.  Messers.  T.  Swain,  R.  Mark,  A.  Morgan,  and  A. 
Wild  had  some  very  nice  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  tench. 
Our  first  outing  will  be  to  Wateringbury,  on  the 
Medway.  The  delegates'  report  was  received  in  any- 
thing but  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  members  con- 
sidering that  things  in  general  are  not  quite  so  smooth 
as  they  might  be.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday  next,  June  25— important.  I  have  privileges 
waiting  for  members. — S.  Malby. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E.— Our  annual  supper  took  place 
on  June  12.  Prizes -to  the  amount  of  nearly  £12 
were  distributed.  Our  list  for  ensuing  season  is  much 
larger,  and  rules  more  favourable.  I  thank  all  visitors 
for  their  attendance  and  the  support  they  have  given 
us.  On  June  16  Mr.  Montgomery  weighed  in  tench 
21b.  5oz.— G.  F.  M. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.— On  June  16  the 
following  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  roach,  91b. 
12oz. ;  Fathers,  chub,  31b.  7oz.  (one  going  21b.  4oz.) ; 
Norman  Shaw,  perch  (one  going  just  on  lib.)  ;  Alline! 
roach,  and  Tucker,  roach.  On  June  23  the  first  match 
of  the  season  takes  place  at  Uxbridge  ;  usual  conditions. 
— W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  the  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington-park-road, Netting  Hill,  W.— At  our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  the  chief  recipients  were  Messrs. 
Granger,  Clarke,  Harley,  Billitt,  and  Bridge.  Several 
members  out  on  June  16,  but  small  results,  with  one 
exception.  Mr.  Granger  bringing  in  a  fine  show  of 
bream  and  roach,  largest  Ijream,  41b.  13oz.— G.  Love. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  (June  18)  Mr. 
P.  C.  Dupont  was  elected  honorary  member.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  our  first  outing  of  the  season  on  July 
20  and  21.  Place  to  be  fished  will  be  arranged  next 
week.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  June  16, 
but  light  creels  were  the  order  of  the  day.  The  fol- 
lowing weighed  in :— Mr.  H.  Lane,  roach,  one  of 
lib.  4|oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Oliver,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Durrell,  roach 
and  bream  ;  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  roach. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  June  16 
only  two  of  our  members  had  fish,  Mr.  Ellins,  tench, 
and  Mr.  Verity,  roach.  On  June  17  Mr.  King  had  a 
nice  barbel.— A.  W.  Ellins. 


Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crovra, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.— Our  distribution  took 
place  ou  June  11.  About  seventy  prizes  were  given  up, 
the  most  successful  I)eing  IMossts.  Oveuden,  Maybury' 
Hellens,  Whitmoro,  Hunt,  and  Thompson.  After  the 
prizes  were  distributed,  an  appeal  was  made  for  prizes 
for  the  coming  season,  and  was  gouerouslv  responded 
to,  every  member  in  the  room  giving  a  prize.  A 
special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  June  25, 
when  there  will  be  very  important  business  to  be 
brought  on.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend.— R 
Murphy. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone.— Very  few  fish  were  weighed 
m  on  June  16.  We  have  made  several  new  members, 
and  have  several  more  [to  come.  If  the  members 
keep  up  their  attendance  as  they  have  started  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  our  club  will  be  very 
prosperous. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  C.  Smith  had  a 
grand  show  of  roach  and  bream  on  June  16.    Will  • 
inembers  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for  special 
business.— W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  June  16  Mr.  G.  Green 
weighed  in  bream  ;  Mr.  Bailey  jack,  perch,  and  tench  ;' 
Mr.  Price,  barbel.  On  June  18  we  made  three  nevy 
working  members,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  W.  Drackford,  host  of 
White  Hart,  Hoxton-street,  Mr.  Steve  McCarty,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  Pimlico-walk.  Another  prize  was 
added  to  the  list— heaviest  jack  during  the  season. 
Members  please  note  that  July  2  will  be  quarterly 
night,  and  that  those  that  have  not  already  received  ' 
their  privilege  tickets  can  obtain  them  any  night  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  at  the  club  house.  —E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed 
in  on  June  16:  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Wilkes,  rudd  ;  Mr.  Wood,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Reeve, 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Granfield,  roach  ;  Mr.  Brookman, 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  A.  Blyth  has  been  elected  a 
working  member  and  Mr.  Greenway  an  honorary  mem- 
ber. Our  steward  also  gave  in  his  report  in  reference 
to  the  outing.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.— The 
three  prizes  competed  for  on  June  16  were  not  taken ; 
they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  June  30  on  the  Stort, 
between  Roydon  and  Harlow.  Mr.  W.  Wilshere 
exhibited  on  Wednesday  last,  June  19,  101b.  7|oz.  of 
roach  and  dace.  A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
June  2C.  The  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  Riches. 
Business  will  commence  at  9  o'clock  sharp.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— Our  19th  annual 
supper  and  distribution  was  a  great  success.  The 
supper  was  provided  by  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old-street,  and 
gave  every  satisfaction.  After  the  cloth  was  removed 
some  good  songs  were  sung,  Mr.  Pearce,  our  worthy 
host,  starting  the  harmony,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  senr.,  officiating 
in  the  chair.  A  good  many  prizes  were  promised  for 
the  coming  season.  On  June  16,  in  our  match  at  Tun- 
bridge,  the  prizes  were  won  by  the  following  :  Messrs. 
Biggs,  Bowdrey,  Sturman,  Richards,  Hudson,  Cook! 
and  Cordwell.  The  following  also  had  fish :  Messrs! 
Cooper,  Stevens,  R.  Watling,  Hawkins,  Evens,  and 
Mr.  Manly,  a  [nice  show  of  perch  from  other  waters ; 
W.  Watling,  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Killick's  benefit! 
which  takes  place  on  July  8,  is  a  very  deserving  case! 
and  I  hope  to  have  the  support  of  the  angling  societies 
on  this  occasion.  Chairman  on  this  night,  Mr.  C; 
Taylor. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— We  had 
a  most  exceptionally  good  attendance  at  our  bi-monthly 
meeting  held  on  June  18,  and  the  report  of  the 
deputation  (consisting  of  five  members),  who  had 
inspected  and  fished  the  prospective  miles  stretch  of 
river,  evoked  much  interest  and  proved  so  satisfactory 
that  it  was  unanimously  resolv.ed  that  the  negotiations 
for  the  acquirement  of  the  water  be  pushed  forward 
with  all  promptitude. — IMabch  Brown. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation  Row. — Some  nice  roach,  perch, 
and  bream  were  caught  at  Bromborough  on  the  opening 
day  of  the  season.  Last  month's  competition  for 
specimen  trout  was  won  by  Mr.  T.  Attwood.  It  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  rainbow  trout  we  placed  in 
Mollington  Canal  are  beginning  to  show  themselves ; 
several  up  to  a  foot  long  have  been  seen  to  rise. 
Members  please  note  the  Association  have  returned  to 
the  old  club  house.  Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation 
Row.  Meetings  as  usual  Monday  evenings,  8.30  p.m. 
sharp. — Roach  Pole. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burton-on-Trent.  

On  June  17  a  lot  of  business  was  got  through,  in- 
cluding the  arrangements  for  a  contest  (open)  to  be 
held  in  the  canal  on  July  6  ;  three  good  prizes  are 
offered.  A  few  members  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
opening  of  the  season,  and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken,  but  sport  is  very  tame.  New  members  are 
being  made  every  meeting  night. — Thos.  Gee. 
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New  Albion  Piscatokial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  S.B. — The  committee  have 
made  our  fixtures  and  prize-list  for  the  season.  Our 
first  competition  takes  place  on  Thursday  (June  27), 
v^'hen  the  prizes  offered  are  :  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Car- 
penter (provisions),  €1  Is. ;  Mr.  A.  Walljer  (plate),  U  Is. ; 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Penny  (plate),  10s.  6d.  On  -July  11  we 
have  a  sea-fishing  outing,  when  prizes  are  offered  hy 
Messrs.  F.  Schultz,  T.  R.  Vernon,  and  S.  J.  Field. 
The  match  with  the  St.  Ives  and  District  Angling 
Society  is  likely  to  be  altered  from  July  25.  Par- 
ticulars later. — C.  E.  AlIjEN. 

New  Centuby  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — At  our  outing  to  Hampton  the 
following  weighed  in : — Messrs.  Collins,  Metz,  Gray, 
Haines,  Johnson,  and  Fournier.  Mr.  Marlow,  fishing 
at  Shepperton  recently,  caught  two  trout,  one  of  2|lb. 
and  a  smaller  one  which  was  returned.  Our  prize  list 
for  the  season  has  been  arranged,  and  some  substantial 
prizes  are  offered. — J.  Collins. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road.  —  On  June  10  we 
took  our  return  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  visiting  list, 
when  thirteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll.  On  the 
16th  only  two  members  weighed  in,  W.  Stretch  and 
W.  L.  Boorman.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Bannister  showed 
a  fine  tray  of  roach,  weighing  181b.  2oz.,  the  heaviest 
lib.  9|oz,  eight  of  the  others  varying  from  that  weight 
to  lib.  4:0z.  We  have  made  five  new  members,  three 
working  and  two  honorary.  Members  requiring  privi- 
lege tickets  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  with 
cash,  also  their  names  for  A.B.  tickets. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — The  sea  fishing  com- 
petition resulted  in  the  first  prize,  £1  Is.,  being  won 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Coates  ;  second,  £1  Is.,  Mr.  T.  Wood ; 
third,  10s.  6d.,  Mr.  W.  S.  Cartwright ;  fourth,  10s.  6d., 
Mr.  T.  Owen.  Mr.  Harling  weighed  in  a  bream, 
31b.  7|oz.,  first  fish  of  the  season,  and  Mr.  W.  Moyler 
also  had  bream  and  roach.  Our  first  outing  to  Yalding 
on  June  23,  four  prizes,  one  rod,  bank  only,  jack  barred. 
Mr.  IMoody  will  drive  members  to  station,  and  meet 
them  on  their  return.  Start  from  the  livery  stables 
at  6.45.  On  Tuesday  (June  IS),  Messrs.  Davis,  Morgan, 
Skinner,  Glass,  and  Williams  were  elected  members 
of  the  society.  Hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force 
next  week  to  arrange  shield  and  medal  competition. — 

H.  W.  MOBGAN. 

Original  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.— Our 
annual  distribution  took  place  on  June  12,  when  over 
twenty-five i guineas  and  other  prizes  were  presented  to 
the  winners.  Mr.  A.  Birch  headed  the  list.  A  very 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  July  14  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Burnham- 
on-Crouoh.  A  saloon  carriage  will  be  reserved  for 
those  going  down.  On  July  16  A.  Birch  weighed  in 
lib.  3Joz.  roach.  Our  outing  is  proposed  for  July  7. — 
Geobge. 

Pabk  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — On  June  18  we  made  three  new  members, 
and  Messrs.  White  and  Hopton  were  elected  auditors. 
Mr.  J.  Reitz  reported  having  captured  some  nice 
roach  on  June  17.  The  election  of  officers  will  take 
place  on  June  25,  when  I  hope  members  will  show  up 
in  force. — H.  Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  convival  on 
June  16  at  Yalding  resulted  as  follows  :— Mr.  Watkins, 
1st  ;  Mr.  Gardham,  2nd  ;  Mr.  Regardsoe,  3rd  ;  Mr. 
Gibbs,  4th  ;  and  Mr.  Childs,  5th.  We  fish  the  same 
stretch  on  June  23  for  first  series ;  same  conditions. 
Mr.  R.  Hatherill  was  elected  delegate  to  Central. 
Messrs.  Patey  and  Rowe,  junior,  were  elected  auditors 
and  the  old  committee  were  re-elected  at  our  meeting  on 
June  18.— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Messrs.  F.  Dove  and  A.  Taylor 
had  a  few  roach  from  the  Thames  on  June  16. 
Shepperton  has  been  settled  on  for  the  brake  outing 
on  July  21.  Members  please  show  up  next  week  to 
arrange  prizes  for  that  date. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  June  16  the  following 
weighed  in :  F.  Coates,  J.  Taylor,  and  W.  Payne,  the 
last-named  having  a  nice  show  of  bream.  On  June  18 
five  new  members  were  enrolled. — Fred  Cook. 

Royal  Oak  Anglers  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  June  16  the  following  weighed 
in :  Mr.  E.  Perry,  roach,  W.  Tisshaw,  roach.  The 
balance  sheet  was  passed  at  our  last  meeting,  and  three 
workers  were  elected. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell 
Road,  E. — Our  first  match  will  take  place  at  Paddock 


"Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knatted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  53.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies,  Is.  6d.  e&cK  Kly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  MlttVR,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street.  Leeds. 


Wood  on  July  7, 'pegged  down.  On  June  16  Messrs.  C. 
Bolding,  Clapshaw,  Jolly,  Stodhos,  H.  Smith  and 
Rushon  weighed  in  roach  and  bream.  We  held  our 
concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.R.  on  Juno  17,  which  was 
well  attended  by  friends.  The  anglers  were  only 
noticeable  by  their  absence,  only  two  clubs  being 
represented  by  one  member  each  club,  but  we  passed 
the  evening  pleasantly.  The  chair  was  taken  during  the 
evening  by  Mr.  G.  Bonds,  Royal  Oak.  The  Misses 
Barnes  gave  us  some  good  songs,  also  Jenny  Venton, 
Will  West,  Charley  George,  Mr.  Reeves,  W.  Scira, 
Harry  Edwards,  George  Bond,  P.  Lange,  and  Mr.  J. 
Trend,  pianist. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome  Road,  South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W.  —  A  good 
show  was  made  at  our  headquarters  on  June  16  by  the 
following Messrs.  Eyke,  dace,  101b.  14oz.  (a  grand 
lot,  one  specimen  being  amongst  them)  ;  Barker, 
roach  and  bream ;  Jenkins,  barbel ;  Lucas,  roach  and 
perch ;  Wright,  perch ;  A.  Pain,  roach  and  dace ;  J. 
Sheen,  roach;  Adams,  roach  and  dace;  Barnes,  roach 
and  dace.  Our  rules,  as  amended,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  which  I  hope  to  have  ready  next  week.  Our 
jack  standard  has  been  raised  to  22in.,  bream,  12in. ; 
and  gudgeon,  5in. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  on  June  16,  Mr.  Sandiland  having 
181b.  8oz.  of  bream,  Messrs.  Grande,  Smith  and  Payne 
also  weighed  in  roach.  A  special  meeting  will  be  held 
on  June  25.    All  members  are  requested  to  attend. — 

G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  June  16  Mr.  A.  E.  Cart- 
wright  weighed  in  bream  41b.  12Joz.  On  June  23  we 
have  an  outing  to  Boxmoor,  and  fish  the  canal. 
Members  can  go  down  by  the  last  train  Saturday 
night  or  any  train  on  the  morning ;  return  by  the 
6.45  from  Boxmoor.  There  are  eight  prizes  to  fish 
for. — C.  E.  Lock, 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — On  Wednesday  (June  19)  the  hon.  sec. 
reported  a  very  successful  season.  We  held  eight 
competitions  in  five  months,  and  gave  away  twelve 
prizes  from  the  club  funds,  also  had  a  good  balance  in 
hand.  Our  first  barbel  competition  takes  place  on 
July  14  and  17  ;  three  prizes  are  offered.  We  have 
elected  a  new  vice-president.  The  chairman,  Mr.  Geo. 
Ayland,  presented  the  hon.  sec.  with  a  very  useful 
present— a  large  travelling  bag— in  recognition  of  his 
past  services. — Geo.  Barbow. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — Several  members 
were  out  on  June  16,  but  only  two  returned  with  fish, 

H.  Ward  and  L.  Cleary  having  a  nice  show  of  roach. 
Members  will  oblige  by  turning  up  in  strong  force  on 
June  23  at  East  Farleigh,  when  we  fish  first  round  of 
district  cup  competition.  Train  leaves  Maze  Hill  at 
6.15  a.m.,  Woolwich  Arsenal  at  6.80  a.m.,  Plumstead 
at  6.35  a.m.— W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  June  16 
the  following  weighed  in :  T.  Austin,  roach  and  dace  ; 
G.  Smith,  dace;  F.  Griffith,  perch.— W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
16th,  but  only  two  weighed  in — Mr.  Betts,  roach  and 
dace,  Mr.  H.  Walton,  roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting 
on  the  18th ;  some  very  important  business  was  got' 
through.  We  made  another  new  member — Mr.  J.  G. 
Livett — and  we  have  room  for  more.  Several  prizes 
have  been  added  to  our  list. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  ChelsSa  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  IS.W.— A  fully-attended 
meeting ;  Mr.  Riley  and  Mr.  Hoitman  were  elected 
members.  Messrs.  A.  Dungate  and  W.  Powe  weighed 
in  bream  on  June  16.  On  July  13  we  have  our  first 
outing  for  six  prizes.  Place  and  conditions  next  week. 
— W.  L.  K. 

Walthamstow  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Porest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  dinner  and 
distribution  on  June  12  was  everything  we  could  wish, 
our  host,  Mr.  Webb,  supplying  a  good  spiread,  to  which 
ample  justice  was  done  ;  our  room  was  full.  Owing  to 
our  long  list  of  prizes,  our  concert  had  to  be  short, 
but  under  the  direction  of  our  member,  Mr.  Schoeke, 
we  were  well  supplied  with  talent.  Our  prizes  were 
distributed  by  Mr.  Sworder,  winners  of  same  being  too 
numerous  to  mention.  We  also  were  promised  a  fine 
list  for  the  coming  season,  and  a  good  many  of  our 
warriors  have  started  after  them.  We  had  a  good 
show  of  fish  on  June  16  by  the  following — Messrs. 
Poore,  Osment,  Tompson,  W.  Gover,  and  Howell. — 

E.  HOWABTH. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association.  —  A 
committee  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  on 
Tuesday  next,  June  25,  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
punt  competition  to  be  held  on  the  27th.  The  season 
opened  rather  tamely,  only  one  member  showing  fish — 
viz.,  Mr.  J.  E.  Marshall,  chub.  Privilege  tickets  are 
now  ready  to  distribute. — H.  E.  Newby. 

Wabwiciv  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  June  17  a  nice  show  of  fish 
was  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Pamham,  Taylor,  Odart, 


Baldwin,  Calicut  and  Piper.  Privilege  tickets  are  at 
the  club,  and  no  member  will  be  allowed  to  weigh  in 
fish  unless  holding  a  "benevolent  ticket."  Our  prixe- 
list  is  a  large  one.  Wo  made  five  new  members  and  one 
honorary  m(ymber  during  the  last  two  weeks.  Thurs- 
day (June  27)  being  quarterly  night,  we  hope  members 
will  make  themselves  financial  to  entitle  them  to 
weigh  in. — W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — On  June  16  we  had  a  good  show  of 
roach,  bream,  and  rudd  by  Messr-s.  F.  Kenn  and  K. 
Barton.  Mr.  Kenn's  best  roacli  weighed  lib.  8oz.,and 
Mr.  Barton's  best  bream  21b.  15oz.  Several  other 
members  were  out,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh  in. — 
H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — On  June  16  at 
our  match  thirty-five  members  took  part,  all  the  prizes 
being  taken  with  good  shows  of  fish.  The  prize  winners 
were  Messrs.  P.  Vale,  1st;  P.  Homer,  2nd;  R.  Pet- 
hurst,  3rd  ;  C.  Roberts,  4th  ;  and  F.  Seal,  5th.  Other 
members  to  weigh  in  were  Messrs.  Burling,  Tyler, 
Pummell,  A.  W.  Hartt,  P.  W.  Hartt,  John  Newton, 
Barker,  Swadling,  Poster,  jun.,  and  Harwood. 
Members  must  not  forget  our  monthly  meeting  nights 
have  been  altered  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  each 
month. — R.  Lowtheb. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

25,628.  Fishing.  Mr.  I.  W.  J.  Lindrohm,  3,  Ban- 
gatan,  Helsingfors,  Finland.  Relates  to  a 
rod  fitted  with  an  induction  coil  by  means 
of  which  a  current  can  be  sent  through  a 
hooked  fish  to  stun  it.  An  induction  coil 
is  placed  in  the  butt  of  the  rod.  A  battery 
is  connected  to  the  primary  by  spring 
contacts,  tlie  former  of  which  can  be 
operated  by  a  button. 
7,938.  Mr.  William  Henry  Foster,  Church-street, 
Ashbourne.  An  improvement  in  artificial 
flies  used  bv  anglers. 

25,500.  Pishing.  Mr.  B.  Howe,  Louisville  Trust 
Building,  Kentucky,  U.S.A.  Rods  and 
reels.  The  butt  of  the  rod  is  fitted  \vith  a 
sliding  sleeve  connected  by  a  pin  to  an 
axial  spindle  upon  which  are  cut  right  and 
left  handed  spiral  grooves  which  engage 
with  two  corresponding  nuts,  the  peri- 
pheries of  which  form  friction  ratchet 
clutches  with  a  common  containing  cylinder 
carrying  a  pinion.  As  the  sleeve  is  re- 
ciprocated, therefore,  the  pinion  is  driven 
continuouslv'in  one  direction  onlv. 
8,604.  Mr.  Oliver  Shofield  Ruddock,  45,  Southamp- 
ton-buildings, Chancery-lane,  London. 
Improvements  relating  to  fishing  reels. 

11,292.    Mr.  Robert  Sweeting  Green,  Witham,  Essex. 

Improvement  in  fishing  reels — namely, 
mechanism  for  applying  and  releasing  a 
brake  or  check  for  same. 


TO 

'  AN  ENGLISHWOMAN'S 

LOVE  letters; 

The  '  Root  of  the  Tragedy ' 
Explained. 

Crown  Svo.,  ])aiilinant.    as.  net. 

'Those  who  enjoyed  the  "Love  Lettei-s" 
will  find  entertainment  in  the  present 
volume.'— Lit  KKATURE. 

i  Sampson  Low,  Mauston  *  Comi'axt. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  22,  1901 


An  old  pamphlet,  dated  October,  1785,  priuted 
by  Henry  Fenwick,  Snow  Hill,  London,  contains 
the  following  interesting  rules  and  regulations  con- 
cerning the  fishing  in  the  Thames  and  Medway, 
and  from  wliich  the  following  is  extracted 

CLARK,  Mayor. 

RULES,  ORDERS, 

AND 

ORDINANCES, 

To  comnnna'and  take /hue  from  ike  ijl  Z'aj'  ^November 
1785  ;  made,  framed  and  fet  do7vn  in  Writing,  by  tk. 
Court  of  ikt   Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  oj 
London,       4th  Day  0/ October  1785  ;  for  the  Govern- 
ing and  Regulating  all  perfms  who  fhall  fifh  or  drudge 
on  the  River  of  Thames,  and  alfo  in  the  Waters  of 
Medway,  within  the  Jurifdietion  'of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
the  faid  City  of  London,  as  Conjh-vator  of  the  faid 
River  of  Thames  and  Waters  of  Medway,  as  cornmon 
fijliermen    or   Dnedgermen,    or  othenaife :  And  for 
Declaration  in  -what  manner  they  fhall  demean  them- 
Jelves  in  Fifhing ;  and  with  what  Matmer  of  Nets  and 
Engines  ;  and  at  what  Times  and  seafons  they  fhall  ufe 
Fishing  in  the  faid  River  and  Waters  of  iledway, 
'ci>ithin  the  Jnrifdiclion  aforesaid:  And  for  afcertaining 
theAfJizcofthefi'eraltifhto  be  there  taken:  And  for 
the  Prefenation,  from  Time  to  Time,  of  the  Spawn  and 
Fry  of  Fifh  in  the  faid  River  and  Waters  wi thin  the 
yiirisdietion  aforesaid:  And  for  obliging  everv  Common 
Fijherman,  Drudgerman,  or  other  Perfon',  who  fhall 
ffh  with  a  Boat,  l^cffel,  or  Craft,  from  and  after  the 
Jaid  ijl  Day  of  November  1785,  z«  the  faid  River  of 
Thames,  or  in  the  faid  Waters  of  Medway,  within  the 
Jurifdietion  aforefaid,  to  have  in  his  Boat,  Veffel,  or 
Craft,  both  his  Ckrijlian  and  Sirname,  and  alfo' the 
Name  o I  the  Par  if h  or  place  in  which  he  dwelleth,  painted 
in  legible  and  large   Charat'leis,  in  fome  convenient 
Place,  where  any  one  may  fee  and  read  the  fame  ;  and 
for  preventing  fuch  Name  or  Mark  of  Di/tinetwn.  from 
being  changed,  altered,  or  defaced:    With  reafonable 
Penalties  annexed  for  Breach  of  fuch  Rules,  Orders,  or 
Ordinances,  in  Pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
made  and paffed  in  the  T,oth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Bis  late 
Majefy  King  George  the  2d,  intituled,  An  Art  for  the 
more  effetlual  Prefervation  and  Improvement  of  tlie 
Spawn  and  Fry  of  Filli  in  the  River  of  Thames,  and 
\\aters  of  J/,v/rt'<7i',  and  for  the  better  regulating  the 
Filliery  thereof. 

IMPRIMIS,  That  all  unlawfid  Nets  and  h:ngines,  and 
other  Abufes,  offered  to  tlie  Prejudice  and  Defttuhion 
of  the  Fifhery  may  be  difcovered,  It  is  ordained  by  the 
faid  Court,  That  no  Perfon  Hiall  Hall  the  Tide  of  Flood, 
and  that  no  Perfon  fliall  fidn  or  endeavour  to  take  Fidi  in 
the  faia  River  of  Thames,  betw  een  Londoti-Bridge  and 
Richmond-Bridge,  with  any  Sort  of  Net,  other  than 
except, 

For  Salmon,  with  a  Net  of  not  lefs  than  fix  Inches  in 
the  Mcfh. 

For  Pike,  Jack,  Pearch,  Roach,  Chub  and  Barbel,  with 
a  Flcco  or  Stream-Net  of  not  lefs  than  three  Inches  in  the 
Mefh  throughout,  with  a  facing  of  feven  Inches,  and  not 
more  than  fixteen  Fathom  long. 

For  Shads,  with  a  net  of  not  less  than  two  Inches  and 
a  Half  in  the  Mefh. 

For  Flounders  with  a  Net  of  not  lefs  than  two  Inches 
and  a  half  in  the  Mefh,  and  not  more  than  fixteen  Fathom, 
long. 

For  Dace,  with  a  fingle  Blay-Net  of  not  less  than  two 
Inches  in  the  Mefh,  and  not  more  than  thirteen  Fathom 
long,  to  be  worked  by  Fleeting  only  with  a  Boat  and  a 
Buoy. 

For  Smelts,  with  a  Net  of  not  lefs  than  one  Inch  and 
a  Quarter  in  the  Mefh,  and  not  of  greater  length  than 
fixteen  Fathom,  to  be  worked  by  Fleeting  only  with  a 
Boat  and  Buoy,  under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  pay- 
ing the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

2.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  lie,  or  bend  over,  any 
Net  whatfoever,  during  the  Time  of  Flood,  whereby  any 
Kind  of  Fifli  may  be  hindered  or  kept  back  from  fwim- 
mmg  upwards,  for  the  IJenefit  and  Profit  of  fuch  Fifher- 
men  as  dwell  above  London-Bridge,  in  the  Weil  Part  of 
the  faid  River,  under  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  payino- 
Five  Potmds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

3.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  fhoot  or  place  any 
Draw-Net,  Cod-Net,  or  other  Net  or  Engine,  in  the  faid 
River  Thames,  to  catch  Salmon  with,  or  fliall  ufe  any 
Net  or  Device,  to  catch  Salmon  in  the  faid  River  of 
Thames,  except  only  with  a  Net  of  full  fix  Inches  in  the 
Mefh,  and  that  no  Perfon  fliall  wilfully  do,  or  commit, 
or  caufe  to  be  done,  or  committed,  any  Adl  whatfoever,' 
in  the  faid  River  'Thames,  whereby  any  Spawn  or  fmali 
Fry  of  Salmon  fliall  be  taken,  killed,  or  deftroyed,  or 
whereby  any  Salmon  fhall  be  hindered  from  paffing  or 
going  up  the  faid  River  Thames  to  fpawn,  upon  the 
Penalty  of  forfeiting  Five  Pounds  for  every  such  Offence. 

(To  he  contimied.) 


The  late  secretary  of  that  flourishing  club,  the 
Highbury  (Mr.  Wymer),  whose  resignation  was  received 
with  great  regret,  has  been  superseded  by  Mr.  G. 
Westrup,  who  has  Just  taken  a  "  run  "  over  to  Ireiand 
for  a  few  days.  He  tells  mo  the  club  are  in  possession 
of  good  preserved  waters,  and  members  are  able  to 
prove  It  by  bringing  in  some  splendid  fish.  By  the 
way,  Mr.  Westrup  has  sent  a  cheque  and  names  of 
thirteen  new  subscribers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
Well  done,  Highbury  ! 


Mr.  H.  Bdtt,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Izaak  Walton 
Aughng  Society,  writes  "Will  you  please  announce 
111  your  next  issue  that  our  old  respected  friend  Mr 
Jack  Ellis  died  ou  June  11,  in  his  fifty-second  year' 
deeply  regretted  by  his  many  angling  friends."  ' 


Quite  a  crowd  of  anglers  went  by  the  S.  B.  R.  train 
to  the  Medway  stations  on  June  16.  It  had  the 
appearance  almost  of  a  Pulborough  train  when  they 
changed  at  Paddock  Wood.  The  South  London  match 
on  July  21  promises  to  be  a  big  affair,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  stamping  of  tickets  and 
weighing  of  fish  to  take  place  at  the  Railway  Hotel, 
Yaldmg.  Tickets  and  all  information  can  be  had  from 
the  president,  Mr.  Wade,  or  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  the 
secretary. 


Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  that  indefatigable  worker  and 
warrior  I  (the  compositor  spelled  him  "worrier")  in 
every  good  cause  connected  with  angling,  wants  to 
know  if  I  am  coming  to  the  "  H.  S.  Norris  "  benefit, 
which  takes  place  at  the  Langley  Anglers'  Association 
Fishery  on  June  30.  I  cannot  say  at  present,  but  will 
try.  Poor  Norris  was  "one  of  the  best,"  and  I 
remember  perambulating  the  banks  of  the  Thames  in 
his  company  on  the  occasion  of  the  A.B.S.  competition 
which  was  engineered  by  "  Ben."  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  four  children,  and  all  who  care  to  enter  the  com- 
petition will,  by  their  entrance  fees,  assist  the  object 
m  view.  Mr.  Beaumont  (water  bailift'  to  the  Anglers' 
Association  and  Lea  Conservancy)  has  added  a  prize  of 
5s.  in  cash. 


"Ben"  continues:  "There  are  upwards  of  forty 
prizes,  including  cash,  roach  pole,  reels,  a  magnificent 
cup,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Ohas.  Cruft,  and  also  a  silver 
medal  for  the  largest  fish  taken  in  the  competition. 
Any  society  who  requires  competition  tickets,  on  re- 
ceipt of  post-card,  same  will  be  sent.  The  entrance  is 
Is.,  and  the  widow  and  orphans  are  to  have  every  penny. 
1  thank  all  prize  donors  for  pri/.es  received,  and  would 
be  pleased  to  receive  those  promised.  They  are  on 
view  at  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate.  Book  on  "2d.  Tube"  to  this  station  T  only 
opposite.— Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Nottinff 
Hill  Gate."  ^ 


An  H.M.I.,  says  the  Jotirnal  of  Education,  gna,ia.ntees 
the  following  vera  historia  of  a  lesson  he  heard  given 
by  a  pupil  teacher  in  a  Yorkshire  Board  School.  The 
youth  had  evidently  been  instructed  not  to  plunge  in 
median  res,  but  to  lead  up  to  the  subject,  proceeding 
from  the  known  to  the  unknown ;  and  this  was  how 
he  applied  the  pedagogic  theory:  P.T.:  "What  does 
the  'art  do  ?  "  Class  :  "  Beats,"  "  Drives  the  blood," 
"  Goes  pit-a-pat."  P.T. :  No,  I  mean  the  'art  without 
an  e— h-a-r-t."  (Class  is  silent.  P.  T.  explains  that 
the  hart  means  the  stag.)  Class  :  "  Butts  you  with  its 
horns,"  "Is  hunted,"  &c.  F.T.  (getting  desperate): 
"That's  not  what  I  mean.  What  does  the  'art  do 
after  cooling  streams?  "  Class  (which  has  learnt  the 
hymn,  in  chorus) :  "  Pants."  P.T.  (radiant)  :  "  That's 
right!  Now  I'm  going  to  give  you  a  lesson  this 
morning  on  trousers." 


To  the  contemplative  angler,  the-  charm  of  his 
pursuit  is  that  it  admits  to  by-ways,  nooks,  and 
sanctuaries  of  Nature  never  trodden  save  by  those  of 
the  fraternity.  So  he  learns  to  know  a  countryside 
otherwise  than  from  its  highways,  and  to  study 
familiar  scenes  from  unfamiliar  points  of  view.  Thus 
I  know  (says  a  writer  in  the  Outlook)  a  little  elongated 
slip  of  a  river  island  which  cannot  be  visited  dry-shod, 
and  so  is  visited  only  by  anglers.  It  has  a  flora  of  its 
own — garden  strays,  no  doubt,  washed  down  by  the 
stream  from  gardeners'  rubbish  shoots  far  above.  At 
this  time  of  year  it  has  its  treasures,  too,  in  the  form 
of  the  wattled  nests  of  water-hens,  sunk  in  the  bright 
green  grass,  but  otherwise  unprotected,  and  now  filled 
with  eggs.  Its  trees  and  shrubs  bear  a  tangled  alien 
fringe,  which  serves  to  show  the  high-water  mark  of 
floods.  Prom  this  islet,  far  as  eye  can  stretch  along 
one  margin  of  the  river,  the  tall  willows  rise — attired, 
by  Nature's  mandate,  in  the  delicate  tissues  of  leafage 
still  immature. 


Mr.  Thos.  Gee,  283,  Goodman-street,  Burton-on- 
Trent,  would  like  the  address  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Benevolent  Society  of  Anglers,  and  what  branch 
Burton-on- Trent  belongs  to,  if  any. 


It  was  during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays,  says  a 
Bolton  correspondent,  after  the  big  match  of  the 
Bolton  anglers  on  the  Lancaster  canal  at  Galgato,  that 
one  who  was  not  returning  the  same  day  asked  a 
brother  member  if  he  would  take  back  with  him  a 
pike  and  weigh  it  in,  offering  the  returning  member 
the  fish  after  weighing  as  a  reward  for  his  trouble,  and 
specially  requesting  him  to  wet  the  fish  very  well 
before  weighing  it.  In  due  course  the  pike  was  pro- 
dticed  at  the  club  house  and  submitted  to  the  host 
with  the  angler's  instructions  to  wet  it  well.  The  idea 
wa,s  accepted  and  refreshments  to  the  extent  of  two 
shillings  and  tenpence  were  immediately  ordered, 
when  the  host  stopped  the  tap  thinking  it  was  damp 
enough.  On  returning  a  few  days  later  the  successful 
angler  objected  to  pay,  saying  that  it  was  another  sort 
of  wetting  he  meant. 


After  being  weighed  the  fish  was  taken  to  a 
neighbouring  hostelry  and  left  with  the  hostess  for  a 
certain  gentleman,  with  the  option  that  if  the  gentle- 
man did  not  turn  up  she  might  give  it  to  some  one 
else,  or  do  as  she  liked  with  it.  A  dispute  among  the 
bar  frequenters  arose  for  possession  of  the  prize, 
culminating  in  an  adjournment  to  the  backyard  to 
fight  it  out,  when  the  police  put  in  an  appearance  and 
locked  two  of  the  claimants  up,  to  appear  later  on  at 
the  bar  of  the  police-court,  where  they  were  fined  five 
shillings  and  costs  each. 


Ballade  of  Billee  Clynb. 
Fo  UK  fishers  free  wont  forth  to  fish 

Upon  an  April  morn  full  fine. 
And  of  that  four  who  nothing  caught 

I  grieve  to  say  'twas  Billee  Clyne. 
The  oldest  angler  of  the  four. 

And  used  to  good  days  and  to  bad, 
He  nothing  said,  but  oh  I  I  think 

He  felt  at  heart  a  little  sad. 

No  fairer  fisher  lives  than  he — 

'Tis  sport  and  sport  alone  with  him — 
He'd  scorn  by  any  unfair  means 

To  tempt  the  spdckled  fry  that  swim. 
In  fancy  yet  methinks  I  see 

Him  casting  out  his  well-thrown  line, 
But  no  responsive  tug  doth  greet 

The  tempting  flies  of  Billee  Clync. 
Ne'er  mind,  dear  Bill,  your  day  will  come, 

Thy  motto  is,  "I'll  not  repine." 
And  ill  your  philosophic  way 

Thou  tcachoth  us  the  same,  Oh,  Clyne  I 

J.  C.  Beown. 


The  United  Brothers  Anglers  held  their  eighteenth 
annual  dinner  on  June  13,  and  from  the  report  (sent 
too  late  for  insertion  this  week)  was  a  great  success. 
Will  notice  more  fully  next  week. 


Oh,  tell  me,  is  it  true  ?  Rumour  reaches  me  that 
while  some  members  of  a  well-known  London  angling 
society  were  deep  sea  fishing  at  Southend,  their 
secretary  was  seized  with  a  violent  attack  of  mal- 
do-mcr.  The  Mick,  who  was  on  board,  tried  his  best 
to  comfort  him  by  leaning  over  the  hatchway  and 
.singing  to  him  songs  about  his  dear  old  nlother,  but 
in  the  attempt  ho  upset  the  oil  stove  and  set  the  boat 
on  fire.  One  of  the  party,  known  as  "  Jacko,"  who 
has  often  expressed  a  wish  to  become  a  fireman,  seized 
hold  of  what  I  he  thought  was  a  tub  of  water  and  threw 
the  contents  on  the  fire.  It  wasn't  water,  however — 
it  was  paraffin ! 


At  a  recent  soiree  musicale  a  young  lady  sang  "  She 
wore  a  wreath  of  roses,"  when  "Daisy"  said,  "  Isn't 
she  wrong,  dad  ?  Ought  she  not  to  have  said.  She 
was  a  wreath  of  roses  ?  "    And  I  said,  "  She  loere." 


Inquisitive  Stranger  (to  "Deaf  Ben,"  one  of  the 
"old  hands"  of  Green  Wattle  Gully):  Your  friend 
says  he's  had  fifty  years'  experience  of  the  district. 
What's  yours  ? 

Ben :  Eh  ? 

Stranger  (louder)  :  What's  yours  ? 

Ben  (promptly) :  Mine's  rum. — Sydney  Bulletin. 


Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  the  rain  is  "  coming 
down"  (of  course  it  never  "goes  up"),  and  we  are  all 
happy.  Without  a  doubt  it  will  do  an  immense 
amount  of  good,  and  anglers  and  farmers 
will  rejoice.     It  has  been  suggested  by  | 
"  myriads  of  admirers  "  that  it  was  owing 
to  want  of  moisture  that  the  portrait  given 
last  week  was  so  diminutive— not  recog- 
nisable, in  fact ;  but  the  rain,  the  gentle 
rain,  has  increased  it  slightly,  and  it  hopes 
to  increase  in  size. 


] 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morwmg, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  .of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
(June  13),  at  the  headquarters.  The  chief  item  on  the 
agernia  was  to  consider  the  committee's  recommenda' 
tions  for  the  annual  contest ;  several  places  were 
mentioned  as  suitable,  but  upon  the  vote  being 
taken  Abingdon  was  again  selected.  A  letter  was 
read  in  which  it  was  i  stated  that  both  sides  of 
the  river  could  be  obtained  for  the  members  to 
fish  from,  so  that  the  contestants  would  not  have 
so  far  to  walk  as  in  former  years.  It  was  decided 
to  give  £80  for  prizes,  and  to  leave  all  the  arrange- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  A  special 
general  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  near  future 
to  make  the  final  arrangements.  The  Birmingham 
Heath  Society  fished  a  contest  on  June  16,  at  the 
Ketch,  on  the  Severn  below  Worcester,  in  which  about 
eighty  members  took  part,  and  succeeded  in  having 
excellent  sport.  Mr.  J.  Jukes  succeeded  in  securing 
the  first  prize  with  31b.  14oz.,  Mr.  G.  Berry  was 
second  with  31b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Tratt  was  third  with 
21b.  lloz.  All  the  contestants  took  fi^h,  which 
weighed  over  301b.  ;  those  who  took  lloz.  of  fish  did 
not  succeed  in  taking  a  prize.  This  speaks  well  for 
the  Severn  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  West  End 
Club  fished  a  bye-contest  at  Eugeley  in  the  canal  on 
June  16,  when  Mr.  J.  Nook,  with  6oz.  of  fish,  took  the 
first  prize.  Mr.  J.  Curran,  of  the  Nelson  Inn, 
AUhallows,  Worcester,  is  offering  a  silver  medal  with 
a  gold  centre  to  the  members  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Association  for  the  best  catch  of  fish  taken  in 
a  contest  from  the  Severn  in  the  Worcester  district, 
and  also  a  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken  in 
contests.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  St.  Paul's 
Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Gt.  Charles-street.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  that  £49  13s.  Id.  remained  in  hand  after  all  the 
expenses  had  been  paid.  This  club  have  decided  to 
fish  their  contest  under  the  Association  rules  at 
Kemsey  on  July  14  next,  when  prizes  to  the  value  of 
over  £20  will  be  contested  for. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week-end  Mr.  B.  Wilkinson,  whilst  fishing 
near  Hempholme  Lock,  landed  a  trout  of  41b.  5oz., 
and  other  smaller  fish  of  the  same  species  have 
been  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  river.  Roach 
and  dace  are  fairly  well  on  the  feed.  Rain  is 
needed  before  much  sport  will  be  obtained  by 
the  bottom  fishers.  —  The  Central  Hull  Angling 
Association  fished  their  second  match  on  the  river  at 
Hull  Bridge,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  A.  Attwood 
taking  first  prize  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker  second.  Most 
angling  clubs  in  this  district  have  been  busy 
during  the  week  selecting  teams  to  represent 
them  in  the  "  Cutting  "  Challenge  Cup  Competition 
which  takes  place  on  the  river  Anchlme  at  Ferrity 
Sluice  to-day  (Saturday).  On  Friday  and  Saturday 
(June  14  and  15)  several  thousand  roach,  dace,  perch, 
and  other  fish  were  transferred  to  to  the  river  Hull 
from  the  Barmston  Drain  during  the  cleansing  opera- 
tions in  the  Dunswell  district,  which  will  consider- 
ably improve  the  fishing  in  the  lower  waters. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Stockport  County  Anglers'  Association  have 
secured  two  good  private  waters  for  the  use  of  the 
members  in  addition  to  Edgeley  Park.  The  waters 
are  well  stocked  with  English  and  foreign  carp,  roach, 
perch  and  tench.  Members  sampling  these  waters 
had  good  catches  of  fish  from  8oz.  to  41b.  The 
Barton  Angling  Society  opened  last  Saturday  in 
private  waters  for  a  gold  medal  which  was  won  by 
Mr.  F.  Eggleston,  jun.  The  next  in  order  were  G. 
Shaw  and  T.  Cosgrove.  The  Rev.  John  Piatt  took 
the  heaviest  fish,  a  fine  king  carp.  One  of  the 
City  Angling  Association,  Liverpool,  is  said  "  to 
have  had  a  lively  time  with  the  perch  at  Brom- 
borough.  After  several  smashes  he  landed  a  perch 
31b.  lloz."  Mr.  P.  Knight,  of  Warrington,  writes  to 
say  that  all  members  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  are  eligible  to  enter  for  the  big  match 
promoted  by  the  P.A.A.  at  Nantwich.  The  Algy 
Fishing  Club,  Bolton,  opened  their  season  by  a 
match  in  the  canal  at  Worsley  on  the  15th,  but 
no  details  of  the  result  have  been  sent.  The 
latest  addition  to  local  troj)hies  is  a  shield  which 
will  be  offered  by  the  West  Salford  Angling  Associa- 
tion very  shortly.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  silver- 
smith's art,  and  stated  to  weigh  eighty  ounces. 
Lancashire  rivers  are  in  anything  but  good  order. 
Rain  has  somewhat  improved  both  the  Wyre  and  the 
Ribble,  whilst  the  Lune  badly  needs  a  few  days  of 
heavy  water. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  coarse  fishing  season  on  the  Fen  waters  was 
inaugurated  ou  Monday,  but  at  present  very  few 


anglers  have  made  a  start.  Bream  are  in  capital 
condition,  but  roach  are  not  so  forward,  and  they  will 
be  fully  another  fortnight  before  they  get  clear  of  the 
spawning  grounds.  The  long  spell  of  dry  weather  has 
ruined  the  prospects  of  early  sport,  for  the  waters  are 
so  low  and  some  of  them  so  congested  with  weeds 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sink  a  hook.  Happily 
roding  operations  are  in  progress  on  some  of  the  main 
streams,  but  rain  is  badly  wanted,  and  a  good  down- 
pour of  it,  too,  before  much  can  be  done.  In  other 
respects  the  prospects  are  encouraging.  The  season 
has  been  a  satisfactory  one  for  spawning,  and  the  rivers 
and  drains  are  reported  to  be  literally  full  of  fish. 
Those  who  have  been  out  on  the  Witham  this  week 
have  taken  some  nice  bream,  but  the  cold  weather  has 
been  all  against  sport,  and  angling  has,  by  no  means, 
become  general.  The  luck  of  trout  fishermen  is  out, 
for  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  season  they 
have  only  had  one  whole  week  of  warm  and  sport- 
giving  weather. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society,  West  Gorton, 
opened  their  season  with  a  match  in  the  Irlam  waters 
on  Thursday,  June  13.  This  was  in  error  originally 
arranged  for  Whit  Monday,  but  deferred  on  account 
of  rule.  On  June  26  and  29  the  Buckland  Angling 
Society  are  due  at  Marple  to  negotiate  their  opening 
match  ou  the  local  canal.  The  Stag  Angling  Society 
opened  at  Crowle  on  June  16,  fifteen  members 
competing  for  twelve  prizes,  only  ten  of 
which  were  awarded  for  disappointing  weights. 
The  event  proved  a  very  enjoyable  one.  Mr.  W.  R. 
Hawkes  has  so  far  recovered  from  his  illness  as  to  be 
able  to  resume  business.  He  will  be  glad  to  see  old 
faces  at  the  Star  Hotel,  Chester-road.  The  Gorton 
Angling  Society  open  the  season  in  the  Peak  Forest 
Canal  on  the  23rd.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Moore  and 
Mr.  F.  Lonsdale  at  Windermere  report  good  sport 
with  perch,  but  only  poor  with  trout.  It  is 
with  regret  that  we  hear  of  the  death  of  our  old 
friend  Mr.  Selk6.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  com- 
pleted their  arrangements  for  the  first  stage  of  their 
championship  competition,  which  are  practically  as 
usual.  Teams  have  been  selected  to  fish  the  Old 
House  at  Home  Angling  Society,  and  for  the  P.A.A. 
challenge  cup,  both  interesting  events.  The  Royal 
Walton  Angling  So'ciety  opened  the  season  on  Saturday 
last  in  private  waters.  Sixty  members  competed  but 
only  thirteen  prizes  were  taken. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  season,  practically  regarded,  opened  on  Monday, 
and,  unfortunately,  the  day  was  a  most  boisterous  one. 
Many  anglers,  however,  visited  various  parts  of  the 
Trent,  which  was  running  in  extremely  low  and  clear 
condition.  At  Shardlow,  members  of  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society  were  out  in  force,  and  capital 
sport  amongst  dace  and  chub  was  enjoyed  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  F.  Baker,  and  Mr.  Vessey 
(Derby).  Mr.  Wallis  and  Mr.  Vessey  caught  trout, 
but  they  were  not  retained.  Using  the  fly,  Mr.  Jones 
creeled  a  nice  lot  of  chub,  and  fly  fishers  hdve  done 
well  amongst  the  same  kind  of  fish  at  Kelham.  On 
the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  stretch,  at  and  above 
Sawley,  Mr.  A.  West,  on  the  inaugural  day  (June  17), 
took  a  large  quantity  of  eels,  and  numbers  of  them 
have  come  to  hand  from  Clifton,  Beeston,  and 
Barton.  On  the  Greet,  Mr.  W.  Poulds,  of  the 
City  Waltonians,  has  killed,  amongst  other  trout,  one 
of  2Jlb. ;  and  five  and  a  half  brace  have  been  secured 
on  private  waters  by  Mr.  E.  Sagwell,  of  the  Wellington 
Society.  This  catch  included  specimens  up  to  2|lb. 
a  piece.  Owing  to  the  exceptional  lowness  of  the 
Trent,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  ensure  sport,  to 
employ  the  lightest  possible  tackle,  giving  preference 
to  the  streams,  and  standing  well  out  of  sight  of  the 
fish. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  favourite  resort  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  was  Boston,  and  the  drains  near  that 
city  were  remarkably  well  patronised.  Cowbridge, 
the  Aqueduct,  and  Mount  Pleasant  were  the  most 
diligently  sought,  those  waters  generally  affording 
the  best  sport  at  this  time  of  year.  The  water 
was  not  particularly  good,  rain  being  wanted,  but 
sport,  with  the  usual  exceptions,  was  of  a  high  class. 
Roach  were  very  plentiful  and  well  advanced — in  fact, 
better  so  than  usual.  There  were  two  anglers  in 
particular  who  each  filled  their  baskets,  and  who,  like 
true  sportsmen,  and  setting  an  example  well  worthy  of 
imitation,  returned  to  the  water  all  fish  of  4oz.  or  under. 
Other  anglers  did  well  amongst  the  roach.  Mr.  Mill- 
ward  landed  a  roach,  which  establishes  a  record,  accord- 
ing to  good  authority,  for  Boston  and  Shefiield  anglers. 
Fishing  in  the  Aqueduct  this  angler  succeeded  in  landing 
a  bream  71b.  in  weight.  The  fish  afterwards  changed 
hands,  and  will  be  preserved.  Bream  have  been 
captured  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  in  these  waters,  but  71b. 
is  exceptional.  There  are  occasionally  nice  dishes  of 
trout  caught  in  private  waters,  but  very  little  to 
speak  of. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Coarse  fish  angling,  being  now  a  legitimate  pastime, 
has  been  freely  indulged  in  this  week,  and  bottom  and 
fly-fishers  alike  have  had  good  sport  among  the  chub, 
roach,  and  dace.  The  two  first-mentioned  species  are 
well  represented  in  most  parts  of  the  mid-Severn,  but 
dace  have  decreased  considerably,  owing,  probably,  to 
the  depredations  of  pike.  Anglers  desiring  a  quiet 
and  economical  holiday  may  do  worse  than  visit  one 
or  other  of  the  hamlets  on  the  banks  of  the  Severn, 
Uffington  and  Cound  being  among  the  most  convenient 
and  desirable  places.  There  is  plenty  of  mixed  sport 
to  be  had,  amid  surroundings  of  a  most  agreeable 
character,  and  the  five-shilling  tickets  of  the  Shropshire 
Association  entitle  their  holders  to  angle  in  many  miles 
of  water,  much  of  which  is  not  often  fished.  There 
are  also  plenty  of  fine  pools  in  the  county  for  those 
who  like  still-water  fishing,  and  many  of  these  swarm 
with  perch,  roach,  rudd,  bream,  and  large  pike. 
Permission  to  fish  these  lakes  is  of  course  needful,  but 
the  hoiiA  fide  angler  who  courteously  seeks  the  privilege 
of  a  day's  angling  will  rarely  meet  with  rcfu-sal. 
Trout  fishing,  e.xcept  in  private  waters,  is  not  good, 
but  a  big  fish  or  so  may  sometimes  be  caught  in  the 
Severn  by  spinning. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  is  quiet  in  this  district.  We  are  waiting 
for  rain ;  it  has  been  threatening  for  several  days, 
and  we  have  had  a  few  showers,  which  wore  scarcely 
sufficient  to  moisten  the  earth's  surface.  All  the 
rivers  are  very  low  and  of  anything  but  a  good  colour, 
and  a  good  steady  downfall  would  be  much  welcomed 
by  the  angler  and  farmer  alike.  The  May  Fly  season 
may  be  said  to  be  over,  and  has  been  about  the 
shortest  and  least  productive  of  sport  of  any  we  re- 
member. On  some  streams  they  were  lying  on  the 
water  in  quantities  without  the  trout  attempting  to 
take  them,  and  fishing  with  the  natural  fly  was  a  very 
stale  game.  Very  few  have  been  out  trouting  during 
the  week,  and  sport  was  very  limited.  Still,  some 
good  sized  fish  were  taken  with  the  minnow  and  with 
the  maggot.  Two  anglers  had  extraordinary  sport  in 
the  Severn  while  fly-fishing.  Mr.  H.  Burden  hooked 
a  fine  lampern,  weighing  over  21b.,  and  Mr.  McCowan 
caught  another,  2lb.  6oz.,  also  with  the  fly,  both  of 
which  were  foully  hooked,  we  are  told,  and  is  a  rather 
unusual  coincidence.  They  are  both  in  London,  being 
set  up  together  for  Mr.  L.  Higgs,  fishing-tackle 
dealer.  Bridge-street,  in  this  city,  and  should  make 
an  attractive  case.  The  close  season  for  coarse  flsh 
ended  on  Saturday  last,  and  many  members  of  various 
clubs  were  off  very  early  on  June  16  ;  several  were  busy 
trying  at  3  a.m.,  most  of  them  fishing  for  chub  which 
were  said  to  be  abundant — in  the  club  waters  of  Lower 
Teme  in  particular — but  sport  was  very  disappointing; 
very  few  fish  were  creeled,  and  only  in  a  very  few  cases 
was  a  good  basket  of  fish  brought  home.  Club  com- 
petitions are  commencing  in  earnest.  Three  clubs 
have  their  first  on  June  27  and  two  others  on  June  29 
and  30  next,  but  without  a  change  of  weather  light 
creels  will  be  general. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  the  rivers  low  and  clear  generally,  great 
results  were  not  expected  of  rodmen,  and  all  things 
considered,  the  fishers  for  trout  last  week  did  not  do 
amiss.  Early  morning  and  evening  anglers  had  the  best 
chance  of  success,  and  those  who  judiciously  selected 
their  flics  came  off  fairly  well.  The  prospects  for 
the  coarse  fishing  season,  which  has  just  opened,  were 
not  of  a  rosy  character,  but  the  warm  rain  which  .set 
in  from  the  south  on  Wednesday  (June  19)  cheered 
things  up  a  little.  The  uncertainty  of  its  continuance, . 
nevertheless,  with  so  much  dry  weather  in  its  wake, 
held  in  check  the  hopes  of  Waltonians.  •  A  number  of 
anglers  arrived  betimes  for  June  17  at  the  principal 
centres,  and  the  coarse  fish  taken,  along  with,  in  some 
instances,  small  dishes  of  trout,  were  mostly  in  excel- 
lent condition.  Shoals  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  barbel, 
etc.,  have  been  seen  in  the  principal  waters. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Me.  R.  C.  Blundell  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
(June  17)  meeting,  when  a  pretty  Colne  trout  of 
31b.  7|oz.  was  shown  by  the  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  had  several  trout  in 
the  Moor  stream,  and  Mr.  G.  Smith  thirteen  chub  with 
the  dry  fly  on  the  Uxbridge  water.  The  latter  were 
returned.  Dr.  Head  took  several  trout  at  Uxbridge, 
and  reported  that  he  had  seen  numbers  of  these  fish 
in  various  parts  of  the  society's  preserve.  !Major 
Graham  Gordon  and  IMr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  gave 
interesting  accounts  of  their  Irish  May  Fly  dapping, 
and  of  the  excellent  sport  they  had  enjoyed.  Their 
takes  have  already  been  reported.  The  half-yearly 
meeting  will  te  held  on  Monday,  July  15,  and  the 
annual  summer  dinner  on  July  20  at  Newbm-y  as 
usual.  At  the  latter  function  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
will  take  the  chair.  M.  G,  E.  de  C, 
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Craoked   IL.a,ne,   ]L.ondon    Bx>id^e,   E.C.,   &   1,   Sux>y   St.,  St.  «j£i,mes%  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
■7S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  "i^C^/- 

z*ox«,  X X. XT s Tx- ^ Txr zs x>    c^rxr^x.oG-TTx:,   jxjs t    x»xTaBx-xsK xs i>. 


G.  M.  MACKAY, 

50,  BRIDGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN, 

The  Sportsman's 
Depot  and   Athletic  Stores. 

The  Tackle-Shop  of  the  North. 

Superior   High   Class   Tackle  of 
Every  Description  for  River, 
Lake  and  Sea. 

ANGLING  BUREAU.— Tickets  for  the 
Ugie  and  other  waters.    All  informa- 
tion as  to  hotel  and  other  waters 
freely  given. 
Agent  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Kepaiis  a  speciality.   Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasoual)le  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
I'isli.   List  on  application. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 


3,  Green  Street,  Leicester  Square,  W.C., 

ONLY  MAKERS  OF  THE 

"FEATHERWEIGHT" 
FISHING  STOGKINGS. 

18s.  6d.  ;  over  32  in.,  21s. 


The  FIELD,  June  30th,  1900,  says : 

"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in 
the  lightness  of  the  material,  but  in  the  roominess  of  the 
stocking  itself." 

C;-A.TA.X.OC8-TTX!  GrI^A.TIS. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


Is.  Gd. 
2s.  Oil. 
3s.  Od. 
4s.  8(f. 


Per  lOU  yards. 
M'hite  or  Nentral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  ami 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACk'i,e'm 

1,  St.  Swithins  Square,  LINCOLN. 

FISHING  BASKETS,  FISHING  BASKETS 

Of  every  Description  (Own  Manufacture). 

The  "  Piscator"  Fishing  Creel,  3.?.,  :is.  dd.,  5s., 
6s.  3d.  and  7s.  6d.,  made  of  Finest  White  Willows. 
Strong  Web  .Strap,  Is.  extra.  The  "Combina- 
tion "  Fishing  Basket,  made  of  Best  Buff  Willows, 
well  varnished.  Has  three  divisions  :  (l)  Fish  '; 
(2)  Lunch  ;  (3)  Tackle.  So  strong,  it  can  be  used 
as  stool.  Price  6s.  6'/.  and  6s.  Strong  Leather 
Strap,  6d.  extra.  Extra  special  Mat  Baskets, 
strongly  made  and  well  finished.  Is.  6(/.,  Is.  9d., 
2s.  6d.,  3s..  the  two  large  sizes  fitted  with  inner 
pocket.  Fishing  Stools,  Is.  Illustrated  price 
lists  free. 

Robinson,  George  &  Co.,  19,  Friar  Gate,  Derby. 


DOMT  LET  JV\OTllS 

aiiini  Voi)i\  fUi\S 

0I\  BL^rlKCTS 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KILIS  BLACKBEETLES  &ELEAS 
Tins  3d.  6tt.  &  1/. 


] 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FEOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


MISS  FARLEY, 
EXPERIENCED  DRY  FLY  DRESSER, 

23,  Wycliffe  Road,  Wimbledon,S.  W. 

Double-winged  Floaters,  2/-  per  doz. 

ALL  PATTERNS  ACCURATELY  COPIED. 
For  1H  Years  with  Mr.  G.  HOLLAND. 


BOOTH'S   LINE  GUARD 

can  be  affixed  to  any  wood  reel  in  a  few  minutes 
witli  4  screws.  Protected  and  stamped  on  each 
guard,  8(/.  Sea  and  pike  size,  <kl.  each,  3  inch 
reel  size.  The  best  line  guai  d  ever  brought  out. 
Send  size  of  reel. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  4s.  8d. 

For  Casta  Only. 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top, 
l)ag ;  in  box,  carriage,  id.  Balanced  handle, 
Is.  extra. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD.  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitthig,  and  bag,  aliout  12  oz., 
price  5s.  4d.,  101  ft.  ;  5s.  lOd.,  11  ft.  ;  carriage  id. 

BARGAIN.— Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Reflna,  as 
fine  a  2x  Drawn,  first  quality,  20  in.,  3s.  6d.  100  ; 
Reflna,  next  finest,  21i  in.,  2s.  lid.  ;  23  in.,  3s.  5d. 
per  100.    Only  small  lot.    Be  in  timei 

BOOTH,  fishing  Gut  Merchant,  HULL. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISBIHG. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial " 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon "  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the 
author  of  that  valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 
"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fish 
Angling  :  How  to  Catch  Fish."  Price  of  this, 
Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels :  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  168.  ;  3+in.  do.,  16s.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  4iin. 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in.,  14s.  6d.  ; 
iiin.,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
ijuality,  and  of  exquisite  Unish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Brldg:ford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

Uhf^Ul  C C  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
nHulVLLO  Seal's  Fur.  Pig's  Wool.  &c. 
ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


STARLINGS'  and  OTHER  WINGS. 

Quantities  to  suit  Purchasers. — Apply, 
Keeper,"    Lugg  -  Green,  Kingsland, 
Herefordshire. 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PITVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,  FLY  DRESSERS  &  ROD  MAKERS. 

8   I>RIZE    MEDALS   AND   DIPLOIVTAS  AWARDED. 

Original  Makers  of  the     Multum-in-Parvo "  Trout  Rods, 
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"^ofes  from  i^c  ilorfl^. 

A  gale  of  terrific  violence  swept  over  the  North  on 
Monday  followed  by  heavy  rains,  and  the  anticipations 
of  the  grilse  and  salmon  angler  are  now  in  the  ascend- 
ant. The  rivers  are  up  a  small  bit,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  good  spate  may  come  before  the  end  of  the 
week. 


Dr.  Rennie  and  Mr.  Brazier,  both  home  from  China 
for  a  holiday,  have  been  up  in  Sutherland  and  enjoyed 
excellent  sport  on  the  lochs,  but  exceedingly  cold  and 
rough  at  times. 

On  the  Ugie  last  week,  Mr.  Ingram  had,  on 
Wednesday,  lOilb.,  Thursday,  6|lb.,  and  Friday,  6Jlb. 
—good  sport  considering  the  nature  of  the  weather,  a 
regular  north-easter,  which  sent  most  anglers  home 
for  the  nonce. 


Grilse  are  now  being  got  quite  freely  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dee  in  the  nets,  and  by  next  week  they  will  be 
due  on  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  other  streams,  but  much 
depends  on  the  water. 

Lady  Frances  Cecil  has  been  staying  at  Aboyne 
superintending  the  furnishing  of  her  new  summer 
residence  on  the  Dee  at  Dinnet,  which  had  once  the 
reputation  of  being  the  best  appointed  "  salmon  hut  " 
in  existence. 


Salmon  rose  last  week  to  2s.  per  pound,  while  sea- 
trout  was  slightly  dearer.  They  are  getting  scarcer, 
while  the  grilse  are  not  yet  coming  away  in  the 
numbers  usually  looked  for  at  this  time,  and  sea-trout 
are  behind  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 


The  Glentana  waters  are  teeming  with  fish,  but  they 
will  look  at  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  legal  lure.  A 
sportsman  from  these  parts  suggests  that  the  pools 
should  be  netted,  the  fungoid  fish  destroyed,  and  the 
others  returned  to  the  river. 


The  Don  case  comes  on  for  hearing  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days  now.  The  proprietors  are  asking  interdict 
against  Messrs.  Pirie,  of  paper-mills  fame,  abstracting 
so  much  water  for  manufacturing  purposes. 


The  steam  trawler  Annie  Walker  brought  into 
Aberdeen  Market  the  skeleton  of  a  young  whale  nine 
feet  long  last  week  which  came  up  in  the  trawl. 
Ex-Lord  Provost  Mearns  promptly  oSered  the  speci- 
men to  the  local  museum,  and  his  kind  offer  was  as 
promptly  accepted.  Special  Scotch. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  J.  T.  Emery  occupied  the  chair  at  last  Tuesday's 
meeting.  A  number  of  members  gave  reports  of 
fishing,  but  there  was  a  considerable  falling  off  in 
results  as  compared  with  those  of  last  week.  Mr. 
Charteney  and  Mr.  Eldred  both  had  fish  from 
Chesham,  though  the  water  was  clear  and  very  low. 
Mr.  Young  had  a  brace,  Mr.  Prior  had  trout  and  dace 
from  Norfolk,  and  Mr.  Gill  one-and-a-half  brace  from 
Chesham— all  returned  ;  Mr.  Hicks  seven  under- 
sized trout  at  Chesham,  and  one  trout  from 
Hertford.  Mr.  Connellan  one  thirteen  inch  trout 
from  Hertford,  and  several  dace ;  Mr.  J.  Powles-West 
one-and-a-half  brace  from  Chesham;  Mr.  Scott 
secured  a  nice  little  fish  of  lib.  lOoz.  at  Chesham,  and 
hooked  what  must  have  been  a  very  heavy  fish  which 
went  steadily  away  into  the  reeds  and  was  lost.  I 
have  a  report  re  the  society's  water  at  Kelve^on,  and 
the  roach  there  are  stated  to  be  showing  up  well  and 
appear  to  have  thoroughly  got  over  the  spawning.  On 
Tuesday  next  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  will  give  a  reading, 
entitled  "  An  Angling  Democracy."  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walkee  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Five  new  clubs — making  thirteen  affiliated  in  a  few 
weeks— were  enrolled  at  the  delegate  meeting  of  this 
association  on  Monday  night,  when  it  was  also 
announced  by  Mr.  ,R.  G.  Woodrufi  (secretary)  that 
down  to  then  he  had  issued  five  hundred  raore 
privilege  tickets  than  at  this  period  last  year.  Sixty 
clubs  were  represented  at  the  meeting,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  The  following  clubs  were 
enrolled  :  Southall  and  Norwood  (Middlesex),  Angling 
Section  of  the  Railway  Clearing  House,  Duchess 
Angling  Society,  Crystal  Palace  and  District  Angling 
Association,  and  Tottenham  Hotspur  Piscatorials. 
The  Boatman  Angling  Society,  "  The  Boatman,"  Kings 
Langley,  Buckinghamshire,  was  provisionally  enrolled. 
It  was  stated  that  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorials  had 
further  applied  for  enrolment,  also  a  new  club — the 
Cody  Angling  Society.    Messrs.  Clark  and  Derry  were 


elected  on  the  A.B.S.  Committee  through  vacancies 
caused  by  Mr.  Malby  being  elected  secretary  and  Mr. 
Newton  steward.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Abrahams, 
Mr.  Sibley  (Trout  Ramblers)  was  appointed  an  honorary 
bailiff  for  the  Uxbridge  Waters.  Reports  concerning 
visits  were  made  by  Messrs.  Manning,  Harris,  and 
Abrahams,  the  Association's  V.O.'s.  Two  men  caught 
by  an  A.A.  bailiff  illegally  fishing  in  the  Lea  are  to 
appear  shortly  before  the  magistrates,  having  been 
summoned  by  the  Conservancy,  and  it  was  stated  that 
the  alleged  poaching  at  Bures  was  still  under  investiga- 
tion. A  large  number  of  books  and  pamphlets 
relating  to  angling  and  holiday-making  in  East 
Anglia,  kindly  forwarded  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway,  were  distributed  at  the  close  of  the  evening. 
Cheques  amounting  to  over  £100  were  ordered  to  be 
drawn  in  payment  of  rent  of  water,  water  bailiffs' 
wages,  secretary's  salary,  &c. — Hon.  Repgbter. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


On  June  15  a  full  muster  of  members  put  in  an 
appearance  on  the  occasion  of  our  annual  dinner. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  0.  Churchman,  who 
presided  in  a  most  genial  manner,  the  entire  proceed- 
ing being  marked  with  the  greatest  good  hurnour. 
Episodes  in  the  career  of  some  members  were  depicted 
upon  the  bill  of  fare,  which  was  specially  designed. 
The  loyal  toasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  the  prizes 
won  in  the  recent  eel-bobbing  contest  were  presented 
to  the  successful  competitors,  Messrs.  G.  W.  Bailey 
and  C.  Warner.  The  chairman,  in  a  very  amusing 
speech,  proposed,  "  Success  to  the  Society,"  and  con- 
gratulated the  members  upon  the  position  it  had 
attained  in  so  short  a  time  ;  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
with  such  good  fellows  as  he  saw  around  him  the 
society  would  continue  to  prosper.  The  vice-chairman 
(Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins)  and  the  hon.  secretary  responded. 
The  toast  of  "The  Visitors"  was  humorously  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  clerk  of  the  scales  (Mr.  J.  Burkitt), 
and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Hayward.  The  health 
of  the  chairman,  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  W.  C.  Davies,  was 
enthusiastically  drunk,  and  in  response  Mr.  Church- 
man thanked  the  members  for  the  very  pleasant 
evening  he  had  spent.  A  short  musical  programme 
was  well  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Wm.  King,  S.  Wain- 
wright,  J.  J.  White,  G.  M.  Gunn,  and  W.  Read ;  a 
considerable  interval  was  allowed  between  each  item 
for  general  conversation,  but  the  copper  kettle,  which 
was  suspended  in  a  prominent  position  above  the 
tables,  was  not  handed  down. 

H.  0.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


Cottesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


FISHING  IN  THE  EV ANGER  RIVER,  NORWAY 
Dbab  Sib, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  1 
appeared  a  letter  from  Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  warning 
anglers  against  expecting  to  get  without  payment  any 
salmon  water  in  Norway  worth  fishing.  On  that  portion 
of  the  letter  your  editorial  note  was  a  sufficient  comment, 
but  the  letter  went  on  to  say  that  on  the  south  side -of 
Saghoug  Pool  of  the  Evanger  there  was  no  holding 
ground  for  fish,  etc.,  and  it  is  on  that  section  of  his 
letter  that  I,  as  owner  of  that  side  above  and  below, 
request  your  permission  to  reply.  First,  I  would  say 
that  I  feel  assured  that  if  Mr.  Sandeman  had  been  on 
the  water  much  longer  than  the  very  short  time  he 
was,  and  had  seen  it  at  its  very  varying  heights,  he 
would  never  have  written  as  he  has,  for  in  some  states 
of  the  water  it  is  only  on  the  south  side  that  fish  can 
possibly  lie,  and  where  they  have  then  been  killed  by 
me  and  others.  Nor  could  he  have  so  written  if  he 
had  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  evidence  given 
last  winter  at  the  hearing  of  the  suit  "  Buckworth  v. 
Beyer."  The  action  was  brought  to  recover  all  or  part 
of  the  rent  paid  for  the  fishing  in  June  and  July  last  of 
defendant's  water  at  Evanger,  etc.,  and  it  concerns 
Mr.  Sandeman  very  directly  in  this  way— that  an 
essential  part  of  the  alleged  misdescription  was  based 
on  his  book,  to  which  work  the  plaintiff  had  through- 
out the  negotiations  been  constantly  referred.  It  was 
proved,  and,  as  I  understand,  was  little  disputed,  by  a 
former  owner  of  the  water,  a  boatman  who  had  gaffed 
fish  there,  etc.,  that  fish  were  frequently  seen  and 
caught  on  the  south  shore  at  and  immediately  above 
Saghoug.  There  was  also  a  letter  from  me  to  the 
effect  that  I  had  caught  fish  there  when  they  wore  very 
scarce  elsewhere,  and  that  of  no  part  of  the  river  had 
I  had  a  more  glowing  account  from  a  licensee  than  of 
the  islands  touching  Saghoug.  After  the  hearing  of 
the  evidence  judgment  was,  as  usual,  deferred,  and  is 
not  likely  to  be  given,  the  suit  having  just  been  settled 
by  the  defendant  agreeing  to  repay,  and  having 
repaid  £70. 

I  am  aggrieved,  naturally  enough,  that  my  property 
has  been  depreciatingly  written  of,  even  if  it  be  from 


want  of  knowledge  or  of  information,  though  probably 
it  may  be  considered  that  Mr.  Sandeman  has  greater 
cause  to  complain  of  having  been  so  little  posted  up 
as  to  have  been  led  to  repeat  a  statement  six  months 
after  it  had,  at  a  public  trial,  been  proved  to  bo 
inaccurate. 

His  information  on  the  jointly-owned  water  . seems 
also  little  up  to  date,  as  he  evidently  is  not  aware  that 
this  water,  over  which  for  the  past  two  years  I  have 
been  giving  everyone  leave  to  fish,  and  which  his 
letter  practically  advises  people  not  to  accept,  is  the 
identical  water  of  which  his  book  speaks  enthusi- 
astically, saying  of  one  pool,  "  this  always  holds  fish 
when  the  water  is  in  order,"  and  of  another,  that 
"  the  angler  is  certain  to  enjoy  some  fine  sport  in  it." 

Here  I  should  remark  that  my  own  experience  is  far 
from  confirming  this  description,  and  that  no  angler 
there  to  whom  I  have  spoken  has  been  able  to  imagine 
how  it  can  have  been  written.  The  capture  of  one 
231b.  fish  there,  related  by  Mr.  Sandeman,  appears  a 
slender  foundation. 

Should  Mr.  Sandeman  be  desirous  of  showing  up 
angling  abuses,  I  shall  gladly  furnish  him  with 
particulars  of  a  case  where  an  agent,  after  letting  his 
angling  water  at  high  rents,  let  his  water  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  for  netting,  to  the  destruction  of  many 
clean  fish  in  the  summer  and  of  kelts  in  the  spring. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  find  this  letter  temperate,  which, 
with  my  knowledge  of  all  these  matters,  I  have  found 
difficulty  in  keeping  it.  I  have  said  the  least  possible 
of  water  not  belonging  to  me,  and  have  only  resented 
attacks  on  mine  made  without  the  needful  knowledge 
and  for  no  useful  object,  seeing  that  since  this  mixed 
up  and  debatable  water  came  into  my  possession  I 
have  never  asked  a  penny  for  it,  giving  it  in  June  and 
July  to  the  hotel,  and  in  August  and  September 
to  whoever  takes  my  other  water,  sport  then  being 
uncertain,  and  with  dry  weather  deplorably  bad.  Up 
to  now  it  is  unlet  for  this  year,  the  date  of  my  leaving 
being  in  doubt.  Later  on  I  hope  to  ask  you  to  insert 
an  advertisement,  such  as  I  think  should  always  be 
written.  The  rent  of  my  tenants  for  the  last  three 
years  has  cost  them  on  an  average  just  Is.  6d.  per. 
pound  of  sea-going  fish. 

Very  few  fish  are  showing  here,  and  prospects  are  to 
me  of  the  gloomiest.  My  only  bit  of  luck  has  been  to 
get  for  my  first  rise  of  the  century  to  a  6/0  Durham 
Ranger  a  fish  of  .501b.,  which,  being  better  shaped 
than  two  heavier  I  have  in  stock,  has  been  sent  to  the 
Bergen  Museum  to  be  set  up. — Yours  sincerely, 

Edwd.  Stubdy. 

Evanger,  June  14,  1901. 


REPORTS  OP  SPORT. 

Dear  Sib, — The  editorial  notes  appended  in  a 
recent  issue  to  two  letters  which  complained  of  some 
angling  reports  being  incorrect  and  misleading  have 
induced  me  to  remark  that  I  found,  in  the  same 
number,  a  letter  to  which,  if  there  be  no  printer's 
error,  the  same  epithets  seem  applicable. 

The  letter  is  signed  Eraser  Sandeman,  who,  after 
stating  that  he  happens  to  know  the  Evanger  River 
very  well,  goes  on  to  say,  "  I  fished  the  Evanger  for 
three  years."  Seeing  that  local  report  only  credits 
him  with  having  bagged  to  his  own  rod  about  2001b. 
during  the  whole  time  he  has  fished  the  river,  there 
would  appear  need  for  some  explanation.  Either  he 
has  written  years  in  mistake  for  weeks  or  the  sport 
must  be  infinitely  less  good  than  his  writings  have  led 
people  to  expect. 

Mr.  Sandeman  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  clear  the 
matter  up  by  letting  us  know  how  many  days  he  fished 
the  Evanger  River,  and  what  was  the  total  catch  of 
sea-going  fish  to  his  own  rod  in  the  time.  It  is  not 
much  to  ask  of  a  writer  who  writes  much  on  this 
Evanger  subject,  and  would  enable  all  of  us  to  form 
our  own  opinions. 

In  his  letters  he  warns  your  readers  against  free 
fishing  and  against  paying  for  trout  fishing,  both 
utterly  insignificant  risks,  but  has  no  word  of  warning 
against  paying  extravagant  rents  for  poor  salmon 
water,  ai  danger  that  his  writings,  to  which  applicants 
have  been  constantly  referred,  have  much  increased. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  Mr.  Sandeman  is  in 
ignorance  of  the  number  of  complaints,  disputes,  and 
allowances  there  have  been  over  this  water,  and  that 
he  may  even,  perhaps,  not  know  that  an  action  has 
been  brought  for  recovery  of  the  whole,  or  part,  of  the 
rent  paid  for  June  and  July  last. — Yours  truly, 

Whitadder. 


BAIT  FOR  BASS  AND  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  W.  Rise, 
the  best  baits  for  grey  mullet  are  the  mud  worm,  the 
soft  inside  of  a  shrimp,  garden  worms,  a  paste  made  of 
broad  mixed  with  anchovy  paste,  and  I  have  also  used 
small  pieces  of  fish  liver.  Mullet  are  a  curious  feeding 
fish,  and  cannot  be  tempted  against  their  will.  I 
have  described  in  your  columns  the  different  modes 
of  fishing  for  mullet;  when  they  are  on  the 
feed  they  give  good  sport.  With  regard  to  the 
bass,  the  best  bait  possible  is  the  small,  soft 
green  crab,  which  you  get  underneath  the  stones 
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at  low  water.  Next  in  value  comes  squid,  wliicli 
IS  the  flesh  of  the  cuttle-fish.  Pilchard  is  also  a 
good  bait ;  but  the  best  sport  is  to  be  obtained  by 
casting  for  them  as  in  salmon  fishing,  using  the  various 
flies,  drab  spinning,  sand-eel,  or,  last  but  not  least, 
tne  plano-convex  minnows. 

„  .      ,     ,    William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S) 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


FISHING  ON  THE  EDEN  IN  JULY 
t.J^'^^J^  SiR.—In  reply  to  Mr.  Scholefield  re  fishing  in 
the  Eden  m  July  and  August,  this  is  the  best  time 
for  whiting  (herling),  and  good  creels  are  caught  both 
in  daytime  and  at  night;  a  few  sea-trout  also  may  be 
got  and  grey  trout.  Herling  generally  run  about-^lb 
each  sea-trout  from  lib.  to  41b.  Accommodation  at 
country  mn  at  Beaumont,  about  four  miles  from 
Carhs  e,  can  be  had  for  two  visitors,  or  you  could  stay 
m  Carlisle  and  take  train  to  Kirkandrews,  about  four 
miles  from  here.  Private  apartments  are  easily  got  at 
reasonable  charges,— Yours  truly, 

^   ,.  ,    ,  H.  H.  HoDGKiNSON,  Hon.  Sec. 

Carlisle  Angling  Association, 
Carlisle. 

p  J-^'T-"-  to  mention  visitors  can  have  coarse 

fashing  for  chub  free  on  application  to  me.  Here  are 
the  prices  for  tickets  :  Strangers'  tickets-Salmon  and 
trout  for  the  season,  £3  3s. ;  ditto,  to  September  1 
per  day  2s.  6d.,  per  week,  10s.;  ditto,  from  Sep- 
tember 1,  per  week,  15s.  ;  ditto,  from  November  1 
per  week,  £1  Is. ;  ditto,  for  one  day,  5s.  Trout  only' 
for  the  season,  £1  Is.  ;  ditto,  one  week,  5s.  Licences 
obtainable  from  Mmr  &  Co.,  71,  English-street,  Carlisle. 
JM  0  bunday  fishing. 


FISHING  EEPORTS  PROM  THE  NORTH  AND 
ELSEWHERE. 
Dear  Sir,— Recently  I  happened  to  meet  a  gentle- 
man who  is  not  only  a  first-rate  angler,  but  is  also 
somewhat  of  an  authority  on  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
whose  name    is    honourably    associated  with  the 
Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association.     I  know  him 
Wf«,and  as  we  strolled  up  the  Mound  towards  the 
Edinburgh  Court-house,  which  I  desired  once  in  a 
way  to  attend,  I  asked  him  what  sport  he  had  had  in 
Perthshire  and  elsewhere  during  his  holiday  of  a 
fortnight,  and  he  told  me.    As  I  am  more  than  twice 
his  age,  I  took  an  old  fellow's  freedom  when  I  said  in 
reply,  "It  does  one's  heart  good  to  hear  vou  speak  of 
your  sport       For  he  not  only  told  the  truth,  but 
openly  confessed  to  his  disappointment,  and  explained 
satisfactorily  the  reasons  which  led  to  such  a  result- 
absence  of  natural  flv,  etc. 

int^^Ti'^^'e^^r  ^'^^^  f^^^^^g  angling  column 
in  the  Daily  Scotsman,  and  I  saw  a  report  from  a  loch 
and  river  I  know  well,  and  which  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  saying  contained  absolutely  unreliable  statements 
And  now  I  read  your  correspondent  "A  K 's  "  letter 
and_  your  editorial  footnote,  I  hope  that  l' may  be 

subject  of  fishing  reports  and  reporters,  as  I  did  some 
ten  or  eleven  years  ago  in  these  columns      It  is 

becommg  serious,  and  it  is  becoming  an  art  if  not  a 
science.    Let  me  illustrate  my  meanino-  •— 

Mr.  "  So-and-so  "  was  a  keen  and  good  fly  fisher  in 
bis  youth.  He  has  just  returned  from  one  of  our 
colonies  for  "a  year  of  liberty,''  and  resolves  to  go  to 
Scotland.  Before  starting  from  "town,"  his  news- 
agent procures  for  him  the  leading  an^lincr  papers 
and  the  Scottish  papers  which  publish  an  Sn ' 
column  He  reads  that  Mr.  "Confusion"  has  been 
taking  baskets  of  trout  weighing  201b„  251b.,  and  301b 
Me  packs  up  his  traps  and  is  off  to  that  loch  1 

Bit  by  bit  he  finds  out  (not  always)  that  the  basket 
is  always  weighed  (mine  weighs  41b.,  including  india- 
rubber  lining)  with  the  fish  at  that  angling  resort 
J^urther  It  is  incidentally  pointed  out  that  where  two 
or  even  three  men  are  fishing  together  their  united 
takes  are  put  to  the  account  of  one  of  them.  It  is  said 
bofS'i!^'-  tlie  hotel-keepers  "can't  be 

bothered     to  take  down  all  the  names,  and  simply 
put  m  one  name  to  save  trouble. 

But  let  me  point  out,  for  the  benefit  of  the  angling 
public  that  the  said  hotel-keeper  knows  quite  well 
that  It  draws  '  as  nothing  else  can,  to  issue  reports 
in  this  way  and  it  is  becoming  in  some  quarters  quite 
notorious  that  Mr.  So-and-so  represents  two  or  t\ree 
anglers  at  times. 

Wliere  several  fishing  hotels  are  planted  too  close 

tlf'tl'  T  ^^"^  ^8^*  t°  °^ake  both  ends 

meet,  the  temptation  to  encourage  the  public  to  come 
to  their  particular  inns  is  great. 

But  apart  from  this,  I  regret  to  add  that  anglers 
often  exaggerate  their  own  "baskets,"  and  I  knoiv 
that  a  very  common  fraud  is  to  get,  for  boatman,  one 
who  IS  also  a  good  fly  fisherman.  Once  out  of  sight 
hard  aTit''  ^""^        ^^"^  """^^  ^""^  ^^'^         ^o^^  ^re 

The  results  are  put  into  one  basket-and  it  is  not 
the  boatman's,  since  he  has  none.  I  speak  of  loch 
nshmg  at  present. 

What  on  earth  is  the  fun  of  it,  and  for  whom  is  this 
miserable  deception  practised?  Of  one  thing  I  am 
sure— the  man  is  no  sportsman  who  does  such  a  thing 
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and  if  found  out  his  name  should  be  erased  from  any 
angling  club  or  association  to  which  ho  belongs  as  an 
impostor  and  a  charlatan. 

I  give  an  instance  of  how  easy  it  is  for  a  man  to  be 
led  into  temptation.  Many  years  ago  I  had  gone  to 
fash  a  well-known  salmon  river  in  the  North,  and  my 
very  first  day  I  was  suffering  so  much  from  lumbago 
that  I  was  compelled  to  lie  down  for  half  an  hour  or 
so.  My  gilhe  took  up  my  rod  and  said  he  would  fish 
the  stream,  if  I  had  no  objection,  and  I  said  I  had 
none,  for  I  saw  he  was  keen.  But  he  electrified  me 
presently  by  adding,  "If  I  hook  a  fish,  you  can  act 
up  and  run  him,  and,  of  course,  at  the  wei<^hin°' 
house  he  will  count  as  yours,  sir."  °  ° 

"Confound  you,"  I  said,  "do  you  take  me  for  a 
cockney  sportsman,  and  of  that  type  ?  Let  me  tell  you 
If  you  hook  a  fish,  I  won't  put  a  hand  on  the  rod,  and 
at  the  weighmg-house  I  will  save  you  the  trouble  of 
telling  a  falsehood  "  It  was  an  eye-opener.  Nor  was 
there  an  hotel  m  the  Strath. 

The  whole  infamous  business  is  largely  based  on 
brag  If  the  "  gentleman  "  was  always  a  sportsman, 
neither  the  hotel-keeper,  nor  the  gillie,  nor,  let  me 
add  the  reporter  would  be  to  blame-for  the  custom 
would  cease  Angling  is  a  noble  pastime,  and  the  man 
who  loves  It  for  itself  wem-  will  condescend  to  such 
methods.  Reporters  are  to  a  great  extent  at  the  mercy 
of  others;  but  the  angler  should  show  himself  to  be 
above  reproach. 

I  recommend  all  to  read  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  poem 
(written  just  before  his  execution),  "  The  Lye  "  The 
last  verse  goes  somewhat  thus— 

"  And  when  thou  hast— as  I  have 
Commanded  thee— done  blabbing 
Although  to  tell  the  truth 
Deserves  no  less  than  stabbing'; 
Then  stab  at  thee  who  will. 
No  stab  the  soul  can  kill ! '' 
I  should  just  like  to  substitute  the  word  truth  for 
soul  for  the  occasion. 

The  true  sportsman  is  one  to  whose  mind  a  false  and 
misleading  statement  would  never  occur,  and  of  whom 
I  have  heard  others  remark,  "  Oh,  if  he  says  so  you 
can  shut  your  eyes  and  believe  him."— Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


June  22,  1901 

trth«i!'«ih^  upon  a  new  sewerage  scheme-more  power 
f fi,         =  ^°^i't  overlook  the  cleans- 

ing of  the  river  of  such  filth. 

rn,^'!^f°1  t^erehas  been  a  continuous  daily 

run  of  fresh  water  m  volume-aye,  millions  of  gallons 
^w«l?h^=  1  grand  sluice  doors,  so  that  the  effects  of 
sewage  has  been  minimised  to  some  extent. 

Now,  if  sea  trout  run  up  the  river,  why  not  salmon? 
They  only  want  a  lead  as  in  the  case  of  the  Thames, 
ifaeie  IS  no  fish  pass  and  every  tide  closes  the  sluice 
doors  barring  all  fish  progress  to  the  fresh-water  side 
The  question  I  should  like  to  solve  is  this-Do  salmon 
IhZF^  "t?"'  "^'^^  ''^  ^ood  tide,  or  when  it  has 

ebbed  ?  If  on  the  latter  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
IhT.  f'^^V"?         "PP'^''  for  spawning,  the 

t  \h   rtt^'^T  ^P^'i-    I  know  there  are  trout 

m  the  Witham  because  captures  are  on  record.  Joe 
Walker,  of  Lincoln,  has  at  the  present  time  a  fine 
specimen  set  up  in  his  shop,  and  this  fish  he  caught 
between  Lincoln  and  Bardney,  Of  course,  it  may  be 
expected  that  pike,  perch,  and  chub  would  pre/ on 

thir-\',^l*''*^'^j,*^"'^  ^''''S  literally  alive  with 
them  but  then,  are  there  no  pike  in  the  Trent,  Ouse. 
Wharfe,  and  Thames,  all  salmon  rivers  ?  Why,  then 
shouldn  t  .salmon  do  as  well  in  the  Witham  ?  I  think 
they  would  and  if  so  there's  hope  for  our  good  old 
river  yet.— Yours  truly,    "  The  Boston  Bittern." 


A  FINE  BRACE  OF  TROUT  FROM  LAKE 

crapuant. 

Dear  Sir,— It  may  be  interesting  to  your  readers  to 
know  that  on  June  7  I  killed  two  trout  in  Crafuant 
Lake,  near  Llannvst ;  one  weighed  21b.  14oz.,  on  the 
Alder,  and  the  other  one  51b.,  on  the  Governor  I  am 
bavmg  them  set  up  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Hutchinson 
Deganwy.-Yours  truly,  p.  Q.  K  irk  wood?  ' 

Deganvry,  N.W. 


SEA  TROUT  IN  THE  WITHAM  AT  BOSTON. 
_  Dear  Sir  — Incredulous  .^anglers  may  scoff  at  the 
InnV  f.^^^-'^l^^lf «  tl^?  are  i^ere  and  no  mistake 
about  It  for  not  only  have  I  seen  them  but  tasted  one 
too  and  a  beauty  it  was;  yes,  they  are  en  evidence 
dailj,  dozens  of  them,  and  their  presence  has  caused 
quite  a  commotion  amongst  local  anglers.  I  know  of 
enthusiasts,  crack  hands,  too,  who  have  been  at  them 
""L  °^         on  flood  tides  and 

ebb,  with  all  sorts  of  lures -fles,  worms,  live-bait 
spoons,  artificial  minnows  artfully  spun,  all  to  no' 
purpose  yet  a  stripling  of  ten,  four  feet  in  his  stock- 
ings with  primitive  tackle  and  bait  scored  successfully 
He  landed  a  beauty  of2^1b.inthe  "  pink  of  condition  '' 
besides  hooking  others,  some  of  which  he  lost  through 
inexperience  in  holding  the  fish  too  hard,  and  con- 
sequently getting  smashed.  This  fact  I  can  vouch 
for  because  I  stood  by  net  in  hand  ready  to  land  and 
had  the  mortification  to  see  the  fish  escape.  Marvellous 
to  relate,  this  lad  had  hold  of  two  others  yet  "the 
cracks  could  not  touch  a  fin  although  trying  never 
so  assiduously  for  weeks  past.  Plow  is  it  ?  What  a 
problem  for  experts  to  solve  ! 

Needless  to  say,  veterans  of  the  rod  envy  little 
reddle,  and  well  they  may;  he  had  a  double  event 
on,  inasmuch  as  he  won  the  promised  half-crown 
besides  landing  his  first  sea  trout.  Picture  this  Lilli- 
putian "toating"  that  fish  home,  slung  in  net  across 
shoulder,  proud  as  any  peacock  and  happy  as  a  sand 
boy;  nor  does  he  forget  to  brag  that  he  has  licked  his 
dad,  the  young  rogue  ! 

The  river  Witham  is  not  the  mud  hole  it  was  twenty 
years  ago-the  new  cut  through  the  clays  has  altered 
all  that  I  well  remember  the  time  when  the  grand 
fduice  doprs  were  blocked  up  with  eighteen  feet  of  silt 
rnud  and  had  to  be  released  by  dredging,  whereas  now 
the  s^tones  on  the  bottom  of  the  riverbed  are  laid  bare 
The  tides  running  through  the  "  clay-cut  "  are  practi- 
cally clear,  and  compare  favourably  with  either  the 
Thames,  Ouse,  or  Trent.  There  is  one  evil,  however 
and  a  serious  one,  too,  and  that  is  the  sewage  of  the 
towns  of  Boston  and  Skirbeck  discharges  into  the 
river.  It  is  high  time  that  nuisance  was  abated  •  it 
must  have  a  disastrous  effect  on  the  oyster,  mussel 
and  cockle  beds  if  allowed  to  continue.  Who  would 
knowingly  partake  of  such  fish  fed  on  sewage  9  The 
Local  Government  Board  are  aware  of  the  fact  and 


I^T-fJ^^'^^^N*^^         CRAYFISH  IN  THE 
RIVERS  DICKLER  AND  WINDRUSH 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  some  of  your  numerous  readers 
may  be  able  to  account  for  the  disappearance  of  these 
nsn  trorn  the  streams  mentioned  above.    Lord  Sher- 
1  ^7^'!''?';"^  Gloucestershire,  wrote  a 

letter  to  the  Field  last  autumn  anent  the  same  ques- 
tion, but  as  far  as  I  can  learn  his  letter  elicited  no 
reply. 

^Jf       autumn  of  1899  Lord  Sherborne's  keeper  re- 
ported that  he  was  unable  to  :catch  a  single  fish.  On 
my  water,  a  mile  higher  up  the  stream,  I  found  noth- 
ing to  complain  of  ;  in  fact,  I  think  the  fish  ran  parti- 
cularly well  and  on  many  evenings  I  caught  as  many 
as  four  hundred  fish,  but  never  retained  more  than  a 
score  of  the  best  ones.    Lord  Sherborne's  keeper  heard 
ot  my  catches  and  those  of  other  friends  in  the  same 
district,  and  predicted  that  we  should  have  none  the 
iollov7ing  season.    His  prediction  came  only  too  true 
last  August,  for  I  fished  my  own  mile  of  water  nearly 
every  evening  and  I  never  saw  a  fish,  and  the  baits  on 
the  nets  showed  that  no  fish  had  been  feeding  on  them 
Ihis  was  not  peculiar  to  my  portion  of  the  water,  for  no- 
body m  the  district  caught  any  crayfish.    Various  baits 
were  used,  all  with  the  same  barren  fesults.  During 
the  May  Ply  season  of  1900  I  had  a  friend  fishing  with 
me  who  had  never  seen  a  live  crayfish,  and  my  keeper 
got  into  the  stream  and  fetched  some  hen-fish  out 
from  under  the  banks  ;  they  were  covered  with  spawn'- 
but  why  m  the  following  August  had  the  fish  dis- 
appeared ?    I  have  fished  both  the  streams  since  the 
year  1869,  and  caught  crayfish  every  year.   There  are  no 
factories  on  the  stream  to  cause  pollution.    The  trout 
are  still  there,  I  am  glad  to  say,  also  a  few  dace  and 
chub,  but  these  are  kept  down  as  much  as  possible. 

Perhaps  it  is  rather  a  benefit  to  a  trout  stream  that 
the  crayfish  should  disappear,  for  they  may  destroy 
a  large  amount  of  spawn,  but  that  is  outside  the 
question. 

Why  this  mysterious  and  sudden  disappearance 
from  all  the  waters  of  a  district  ?  Disease  has  been 
suggested,  but  the  streams  were  full  of  the  fish,  and  we 
vyere  all  on  the  alert,  and  if  disease  was  the  cause  of 
their  disappearance,  we  should  surely  have  discovered 
some  dead  ones.  I  hope  this  mystery  will  be 
unravelled  through  the  columns  of  your  invaluable 
and  interesting  paper.— Yours  faithfully, 

[The  crayfish  disease,  or  "pest,"  as  the  Germans 
call  It,  IS  doubtless  at  the  bottom  of  the  disappearance 
of  the  crayfish.  During  the  past  twenty  years  or  more 
this  mysterious  disease  has  exterminated  the  crayfish 
m  hundreds  of  rivers  on  the  Continent— Germany 
Austria,  Russia,  etc.  Like  the  grouse  disease,  it  is 
mysterious,  and  all  we  know  about  it  is  that  it  is  fatal 
and  infectious.  We  are  glad  to, hear  that  in  Germany 
restocking  has  been  successful  in  some  cases.— Ed.] 

W.  B.  Bridgett. 

BRIDGE  OF  WEIR  ANGLING  CLUB. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  some  one 
would  advise  a  good  and  simple  arrangement  for- 
letting  trout  up  over  a  dam  breast.  This  one  is  of  con- 
crete, straight  across  the  burn,  five  feet  six  inches  high 
with  a  cut  out  near  the  middle  thus — 


The  cut  is_  twelve  inches  deep  by  thirty  inches  wide 
and  there  is  usually  an  inch  or  two  of  water  runninc' 
out  at  the  cut ;  the  pool  below  is  about  two  feet  deept 
At  the  end  of  the  season  the  trout  try  to  get  up,  when 
there  is  a  little  freshet,  but  cannot. — Yours  truly, 
J.  A.  MuiRHEAD,  Hon.  Sec. 

Griffe  Tannery. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Salmon  and  the  Dry  Fly. 
"  South  West "  writes  to  me  to  say :  "I  have 
read  your  extract  in  Fishing  Gazette  from  Forest 
and  Stream,  and  thought  that  perhaps  Mr.  Cheney 
■would  be  interested  \o  know  that  salmon  in  the 
Test  have  often  been  caught  with  a  floating  May 
Fly.  They  rise  at  the  natural  fly  just  as  a  trout 
does.  I  have  never  known  anyone  fish  a  pool  over 
on  chance  with  a  floating  fly  for  salmon,  but  those 
caught  have  been  seen  to  rise,  and  in  some 
instances  no  doubt  the  angler  thought  he  was 
casting  for  a  big  trout.  I  can  give  an  instance  of 
this  which  was  told  me  by  a  friend.  He  was 
salmon  fishing  one  day  on  the  lower  Test  and  had 
done  nothing.  Seeing  what  he  thought  was  a 
trout  or  grayling  rise,  he  asked  a  brother  angler 
who  was  passing  if  he  had  a  trout  fly  in  his  book. 
On  looking,  a  chub  fly  was  discovered— a  good- 
sized  Palmer.  This  was  substituted  for  the  salmon 
fly,  and  the  cast  made.  Up  came  the  fish  and 
fastened,  when  there  was  a  battle  royal,  for  it  was 
a  salmon  of,  if  I  remember  rightly,  261b.,  and  was 
duly  killed.  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Cheney  that 
it  would  be  worth  while  trying  a  floating  fly  for 
salmon  when  the  river  is  dead  low,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  idea  has  presented  itself  to  salmon 
anglers.  I  quite  believe  that  salmon  do  sometimes 
go  for  floating  objects  on  the  surface.  I  myself 
have  seen  them  in  the  Usk  rise  at  dead  leaves 
floating  down  the  river  in  October." 

Mr.  Folhurst,  who  was  trout  fishing  recently  in 
the  Laurentides  Kiver,  Canada,  had  a  very  unusual 
and  trying  experience.  His  guide  was  seized  with 
an  epileptic  fit  while  in  the  boat  with  him,  and  in 
his  struggles  upset  it.  Mr.  Folhurst  was  able  to 
save  hunself  by  swimming,  but  the  guide  sank  m 
twenty  feet  of  water  and  was  drowned. 

Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  has  begun  the  nineteenth 
century  well  on  His  salmon  river  in  Norway,  his 
first  fish  of  the  season  being  a  fine  fellow  of  501b., 
killed  on  the  fly.    I  congratulate  him. 


^'I  was  very  glad  to  get  a  cheery  line  from  Mr. 
J.  T.  P.  Pechey  to  say  that  Mrs.  Pechey  had  caught 
a  five-pound  trout  in  the  Amwell  Magna  Water  the 
other  day,  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper.  I 
only  hope  he  will  remember  that  ladies  are  not 


Mhs.  Pechey  trying  fob  another  Slb.  Trout. 

quite  so  patient  as  we  poor  men  anglers  have  to  be 
when  we  send  him  fish  to  set  up.  There  is  a  story 
that  Mr.  Cooper  sent  home  a  fish  the  other  day 
which  had  been  sent  to  be  set  up  by  a  man  who 
was  killed  in  the  Crimea. 


The  Late  Me.  Alfred  Godwin. 
I  regret  to  say  I  have  been  unable  to  get  a  good 
portrait  of  my  old  friend  the  late  Mr.  Alfred 
Godwin.  The  best  I  can  get  is  the  one  I  give  ;  it 
is  an  enlargement  from  a  small  group  kindly  sent 
me  by  his  nephew,  Mr.  George  E.  Godwin.    I  have 


The  late  Mr.  Alfred  Godwin  op  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club. 

already  referred  to  Mr.  Godwin's  death  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  The  following  appreciative 
notice  is  from  the  Field  : — 

"  Mr.  Alfred  Godwin  was  an  enthusiastic  Hampshire 
fly  fisherman.  When  the  infirmities  of  age  kept  him 
from  the  river  banks  he  used  to  spend  the  greater  part 
of  the  dfiyat  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  amid  surroundings 


which  recalled  to  his  mind  the  scenes  he  loved  so  well, 
delighting  the  members  with  his  genial  conversation 
concerning  anglers  of  the  old  school  and  his  Hamp- 
shire angling  experiences  of  days  long  past.  We  have 
received  from  Mr.  Basil  Field  the  following 
appreciation  of  his  old  friend,  with  every  word 
of  which  the  many  fly  fishers  who  knew  Mr- 
Godwin  will  cordially  concur;  — 

"'There  has  passed  from  us  a  disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton  —  in  the  full  meaning  of  those 
words— carrying  with  him  much  love,  leaving 
behind  him  sad  regret  tempered  only  by  happy 
memories.  Although  his  accuracy  of  cast  might 
well  put  to  the  blush  many  a  younger  man,  it 
was  possible  to  find  a  better  angler  than  Alfred 
Godwin.  To  find  a  better  sportsman  was  im- 
possible. With  the  keen  enthusiasm  of  a  boy, 
enriched  by  knowledge  gathered  during  years 
of  observant  study,  he  ever  carried  with  him  a 
genial,  thankful  heart  that  shed  happiness  on 
all  that  knew  him.  I  never  saw  him  sad,  save 
at  the  ill  luck  of  others,  and  I  have  known  him 
hide  his  rod  in  order  that  a  comparative  stranger, 
believing  himself  to  bo  alone  on  the  water, 
might  range  more  freely.  At  the  river  side 
and  at  the  fireside  alike  his  presence  was  as 
welcome  as  April  sunshine,  and  cast  its  gentle 
influence  over  all  that  came  near  him,  while  his 
cheery  talk,  like  the  south-country  streams  he  loved  so 
well,  though  never  boisterous,  was  full  of  soft  melody, 
and  right  pleasant  to  the  ear.'  " — Field,  April  20. 

"  Still-Fishing." 

Not  long  ago  Mr.  E.  Hough,  of  Chicago,  had  a 
note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  tenns  used  by 
anglers  in  this  country  and  in  America,  so  different 
in  some  cases  that  an  angler  from  one  comitry 
would  not  know  what  was  meant  by  some  common 
expression  in  the  other.  Here  is  an  example  from 
a  recent  number  of  Forest  afnd  Stream  : — "  Julian  " 
writes  about  "  Still-Fishmg,"  which  I  take  to  mean 
fishing — well,  I  don't  know  what  it  means,  for 
"Julian  "  refers  to  the  anglers  as  "  trolling,"  which 
in  this  country  is  a  term  not  so  much  used  as 
formerly,  and  means  working  a  bait  through  the 
water,  either  by  spinning  or  in  the  sink  and  draw 
style.  Not  much  "still-fishing"  about  it.  Still- 
fishing  would  seem  to  be  sitting  in  a  boat  and 
watching  a  float. 

"  One  evening  Mr.  Blair  and  Norton  were  out 
fishing.  On  their  way  home  Mr.  Blair  made  the 
remark  that  Mrs.  Blair  would  like  to  go  fishing 
with  Norton  in  the  morning,  as  she  had  not  been 
fishing  since  she  was  a  school  girl.  Norton  was 
pleased  to  have  her  go,  so  next  morning  he  rigged 
her  out  with  an  eighteen-foot  rod,  twenty-foot  line, 
and  Bm-gess  weedless  hook,  with  pork  rind  for  bait. 
Off  they  started  trolling.  Norton  picked  up  a 
couple  of  bass,  and  as  he  was  reeling  in  the  last 
one  Mrs.  Blair  made  the  remark  that  she  would 
like  to  get  one  like  that.  Inside  of  five  minutes 
she  had  a  strike  ;  at  first  she  thought  that  she  had 
the  bottom  of  the  lake,  but  in  a  moment  she 
realised  that  there  was  something  alive  on  the  end 
of  her  line,  and  called  to  Norton  to  take  the  rod, 
but  he  simply  said  '  No,'  as  the  worst  cursing  he 
ever  got  was  for  touching  another  man's  line  when 
out  in  a  boat  with  friends,  for  he  knew  nothing 
about  fishing  at  that  time.  So  he  quietly  rowed 
along,  and  finally  Mrs.  Blau-  landed  a  two-pound 
bass,  and  a  more  pleased  woman  you  never  saw. 
She  did  not  hesitate  to  let  the  campers  know  that 
she  caught  the  bass.  The  next  day  she  went  home 
to  Leslie,  and  when  she  was  telling  of  her  success 
one  of  the  gentlemen  asked  her  if  she  caught  it 
'  still-fishing.'  She  answered,  '  Yes,  I  think  so ; 
we  were  not  saying  a  word.'  " 

"  Plod  must  be  the  Programme." 

The  Blue  Book  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1901,  has 
reached  me.  It  contains  the  annual  report,  balance- 
sheet,  list  of  donations  and  subscriptions,  and 
other  information  in  connection  %\'ith  the  good 
work  carried  on  by  the  society,  which  deserves  far 
more  support  than  it  gets  from  Thames  anglers. 
In  referring  to  this  matter  of  financial  aid,  the 
energetic  hon.  secretary  and  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H. 
Whitmore  Higgins,  says :  "  Much  more  could  be 
done  were  adequate  support  afforded.  While  this 
drawback  exists,  however,  plod,  plod,  plod  must 
be  the  programme,  and  the  committee  can  only 
hope  that  increased  subscriptions  will  follow." 

Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  the  president,  not  only 
subscribes  twenty-one  guineas,  but  also  takes  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  work  of  the  society,  to  whose 
committee  and  officers  every  credit  is  due  for  their 
services  m  the  public  interest.     E.  B.  Maestok, 
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ON  THE*  TWEED  IN  MAY. 
By  B.  B.  Marstok. 


{Concluded  from  page  412.) 
I  HAVE  not  attempted  any  description  of  the 
delightful  scenery  of  the  country  of  the  Tweed.  It 
is  an  enchanting  and  enchanted  district,  the  chief 
battle-ground  of  two  of  the  proudest  races  of  man- 
kind, whose  mutual  fusing  into  one  nation  has 
taken  all  bitterness  from  memories  of  Bannockbum 
and  Flodden.  That  this  country,  watered  by  the 
silvery  Tweed  and  its  sister  streams,  was,  for  over  a 
thousand  years,  the  bloodiest  of  battle-gi-ounds 
malies  it  now  the  most  fascinating  to  fish  in  ;  every 
mountain  and  moor,  every  ford  and  ruin-crowned 
hill  is  imbued  with  the  glamour  of  the  past. 
English  and  Scotch  kings  and  warriors  have  passed 
and  repassed  this  famous  border  land,  endowing  it 
with  that  rich  heritage  of  romance  which  has  made 
it  the  land  of  poetry  and  tales  of  chivalry,  the  land 
of  Thomson,  Bums,  and  Scott.  That  Thomson  and 
Scott  were  keen  fishers  is  well  known,  but  it  is  not 
so  well  known,  I  think,  that  Burns  was  also  "  a 
brother  of  the  angle."  I  find  that  when  I  first 
discovered  this,  to  me  most  delightful,  fact,  many 
years  ago,  when  reading  Currie's  "  Life  of  Burns," 
I  wrote  in  the  margin  of  the  page  "  Hurrah  !  " 
What  apology  does  angling  want  since  Washington 
and  Nelson,  Scott  and  Burns  were  anglers.  It  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  we  owe  this  curious  picture 
of  incomparable  "  Kobbie "  as  an  angler  to  two 
English  admirers  of  the  poet,  who  in  the  summer 
of  1791,  having  previously  met  him  in  Edinburgh, 
paid  a  visit  to  him  at  Ellisland,  on  the  Nith. 
A  Picture  of  Burns  as  an  Angler  and  Host. 
"  In  the  summer  of  1791,  two  English  gentlemen 
■paid  a  visit  to  Burns  at  Ellisland.  On  calling  at 
the  house,  they  were  informed  that  he  had  walked 
out  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and,  dismounting 
from  their  horses,  they  proceeded  in  search  of  him. 

"  On  a  rock  that  projected  into  the  stream  they 
saw  a  man  employed  in  angling  of  a  singular 
appearance.  He  had  a  cap  made  of  fox-skin  on 
his  head,  a  loose  great-coat  fixed  round  him  by  a 
belt,  from  which  depended  an  enormous  Highland 
broad-sword.  It  was  Burns.  He  received  them 
with  great  cordiality,  and  asked  them  to  share  his 
humble  dinner — an  invitation  which  they  accepted. 
On  the  table  they  found  boiled  beef  with  vegetables, 
and  barley  broth,  after  the  manner  of  Scotland,  of 
which  they  partook  heartily.  After  dinner,  the 
bard  told  them  that  he  had  no  wine  to  offer 
them,  nothing  better  than  Highland  whisky, 
a  bottle  of  which  Mr.  Burns  set  on  the  board. 
He  produced  at  the  same  time  his  punch-bowl, 
made  of  Inverary  marble,  and,  mixing  the  spirits 
with  water  and  sugar,  filled  their  glasses  and 
invited  them  to  drink.  The  travellers  were  in 
haste,  and  besides,  the  flavour  of  the  whisky  to 
their  Southron  palates  was  scarcely  tolerable  ;  but 
the  generous  poet  offered  them  his  best,  and  his 
ardent  hospitality  they  found  it  impossible  to 
resist.  Burns  was  in  his  happiest  mood,  and  the 
charms  of  his  conversation  was  altogether 
fascinating.  He  ranged  over  a  great  variety  of 
topics,  illuminating  whatever  he  touched.  He 
related  the  tales  of  his  infancy  and  of  his  youth  ; 
he  recited  some  of  his  gaiest  and  some  of  the 
tenderest  of  his  poems.  In  the  wildest  of  his 
strains  of  mirth  he  threw  in  touches  of  melancholy, 
and  spread  around  him  the  electric  emotions  of  his 
powerful  mind.  The  Highland  whisky  improved 
in  its  flavour;  the  marble  bowl  was  again  and 
again  emptied  and  replenished.  The  guests  of  our 
poet  forgot  the  flight  of  time  and  the  dictates  of 
prudence.  At  the  hour  of  midnight  they  lost  their 
way  m  returning  to  Dumfries,  and  could  scarcely 
distinguish  it  when  assisted  by  the  morning  dawn." 

What  a  glorious  time  those  two  Southrons  must 
have  had!  But  what  on  earth  did  Burns  want 
with  that  "enormous  Highland  broad-sword "  ^' 
Was  he  seeking  inspiration  for  his  splendid 

Scots,  wha  hae  wi'  Wallace  bled  ? 
Or  was  it  that  he  expected  to  catch  a  salmon,  such  as 
he  may  have  seen  when  he  visited  the  Tweed  in  May, 
1787.  as,  we  know  from  the  "  Journal  "  of  his  tour  ?  " 
_  "  Tuesday,  May  9,  breakfast  at  Kelso— charming 
situation  of  the  town  ;  fine  bridge  over  the  Tweed  ; 
enchanting  views  and  prospects  on  both  sides 
the  river,  especially  on  the  Scotch  side."  Admirers 
of  Bui-ns  in  Kelso  ought  to  breakfast  together  on 
May  9,  only  I  fear  they  would  want  the  whole 
square  to  do  it,  in.  Perhaps  "  Monday,  May  14, 
1787"  would  be  a  more  suitable  day  to  com- 


memorate, as  on  that  date  Burns  "  dined  with  the 
Farmers'  Club — all  gentlemen — each  of  them  keeps 
a  hunter  from  £'60  to  £50  value,  and  attends  the 
fox-hunting  club  in  the  country."  I  don't  suppose 
Kelso  Town  Hall  clock  kept  Burns  awake  after 
that  dinner. 

"  What's  that  monument '?  "  I  said  to  Hendry, 
as  we  waded  up  a  fine  stream,  trying  the  worm  and 
the  creeper  by  turns.  "  That's  Sir  Walter  Scott' 
monument."  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  Hendry  is 
right,  as  Mr.  Forrest  told  me  afterwards  that  it  was 
erected  by  a  Marquis  of  Lothian  to  commemorate 
the  Battle  of  Waterloo  ;  but  it  may  well  do  for 
Scott,  too,  for  it  looks  over  all  his  country.  You 
see  it  in  the  distance  on  every  side  of  you  as  the 
train  winds  through  this  delightful  land'. 

Hendry  had  got  some  lively  worms,  which  he 
conscientiously  killed  by  smacking  them  hard  on 
the  palm  of  his  hand  before  putting  them  on  the 
Stewart  tackle,  but  the  trout  would  scarcely  look  at 
them.  I  did  not  like  to  suggest  that  a  lively  bait 
would  be  more  killing — spoil  the  worm  and  spare 
the  ti'out — because  I  soon  saw  that  they  were  not 
taking  worm  at  all,  nor  was  the  creeper  any  more 
deadly.  We  tried  both  baits,  casting  up-stream 
into  the  stickles  and  behind  the  stones,  and  in  the 
runs  at  the  necks  of  the  pools,  but  even  the  smolts 
let  the  bait  pass  as  a  rule.  Hendry  believes  in 
putting  a  shot  on  the  line  a  foot  above  the  bait, 
but  it  makes  casting  more  difficult,  and  if  I  use  a 
shot  at  all  I  like  it  on  the  gut  between  the  hooks, 
and  then  only  if  the  water  is  at  all  coloured  or  very 
strong.  I  have  had  many  a  good  basket  clear 
water  worm  fishing,  and  very  fine  sport  it  is,  not 
only  on  the  streams,  but  also  on  the  pools  with  an 
up-stream  wind  ruffling  the  surface;  even  in 
dead  calm,  if  the  fish  are  rising  in  the  pools  and 
3"ou  drop  your  worm  softly  like  a  fly  over  a  rising 
fish,  he  will  often  take  it  instantly. 

Talking  about  worm-fishing  reminds  me  that  I 
had  a  chat  with  an  old  Fishing  Gazette  corre 
spondent,  "  Maxwheel,"  and  was  glad  to  meet  him. 
He  told  me  that  if  I  cared  to  get  up  early  and  try 
the  salmon  with  the  worm  I  should  surely  kill  some 
Mr.  James  Wright,  of  Sprouston,  told  me  the  same 
thing  in  the  course  of  a  pleasant  crack  I  had  with 
that  famous  angler  and  fishing-tackle  maker  when 
I  called  on  him  on  my  way  back  from  Coldstream 
one  day.  Yes,  I  am  sure  I  should  have  caught 
several  of  the  salmon  which  I  saw  jump  on  the 
Upper  Floors  Water  if  I  had  got  up  early  enough 
and  tried  them  with  the  worm ;  but  what  I  felt 
was  that  though  it  might  be  certain  I  should  get 
them  with  the  worm,  and  doubtful  if  I  should  on 
the  fly,  I  preferred  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Forrest's  head  man's  name  is 
Patterson,  not  Partridge.  I  remembered  him  well 
at  the  1883  Fisheries  Exhibition  ;  his  "  Fancy  "  is 
a  first-rate  trout  fly. 

The  Makerstoun  Water. 
My  wife  and  I  had  a  delightful  picnic  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Forrest  on  the  Makerstoun  House  Water, 
and  what  a  grand  water  it  is.  Willie  Fairbaim,  the 
keeper,  was  indefatigable  in  putting  me  in  the  right 
way  to  fish  the  different  casts,  and  guided  by  him 
I  tried  the  Clippers,  Laird's  Cast,  Elshie,  Red 
Stane,  and  the  Strake,  but  with  the  exception  of  a 
pull  on  the  latter  cast,  at  the  very  spot  where 
Fairbairn  said  he  would  come  if  he  came  at  all,  I 
did  nothing  but  catch  a  trout  or  two  on  the  small 
salmon  fly.  What  a  start  a  little  beggarly  Jib. 
trout  gives  you  when  he  comes  at  your  salmon  fly 
and  gets  hooked  foul :  for  an  instant  you  think  it  is 
the  quiet  "  rag  "  of  a  salmon. 

Some  of  the  Makerstoun  salmon  casts  are  not 
beaten  by  any  on  the  Tweed.  Some  of  them  are 
also  most  extraordinary  places,  deep  rock-bound 
channels  and  pools,  and  I  could  well  believe  the 
stories  of  broken  lines  which  Mr.  Forrest  and 
Fairbairn  told  me  as  they  pointed  out  what  happened 
if  a  fish  went  "  that  way  "  instead  of  "  this  way." 

Mr.  Forrest  caught  a  nice  basket  of  trout  with 
his  double-hook  midges.  I  tried  them  also  now  and 
then,  but  could  do  nothing.  We  shall  not  soon 
forget  our  day  spent  in  the  grand  scenery  of  this 
part  of  the  Tweed.  Few  of  man's  dwelling-places 
on  this  earth  can  beat  in  their  surroundings  that 
fine  mansion,  Makerstoun  House. 

We  were  determined  to  see  the  Teviot,  so  one 
afternoon  Mr.  Forrest  took  us  out  a  few  miles,  and 
I  fished  it  back  for  pike,  as  I  wished  to  try  some 
new  baits,  but  I  had  not  a  single  run.  I  am  glad 
to  say  so.  I  think  the  pike  are  not  so  numerous 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  Teviot  as  they  were  a 


few  years  ago— it  is  a  thousand  pities  there  arc 
any  in  such  a  perfect  trout  and  salmon  stream. 
I  had  been  watching  a  gentleman  fishing  on  the 
opposite  side,  with  the  fly  for  trout  to  see  if  he 
caught  any,  but  although  he  was  evidently  a  first- 
class  fly  fisher  not  a  fish  was  moving  or  to  be 
moved.  He  called  out  to  tell  me  he  knew  there  was 
a  salmon  in  the  pool  I  was  about  to  fish,  as  he  had 
seen  it  jump  earlier  in  the  day.  Later  on,  Mr. 
Forrest  introduced  me  to  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Smith, 
editor  of  the  Kelso  Mail,  and  I  had  a  chat  with  him. 
Mr.  Smith  told  me  that  the  salmon  had  jur>iped 
again  soon  afterwards — it  is  curious  how  often  a 
line  passing  over  a  salmon  wiU  make  them  show. 
I  remember  a  pool  on  the  Spey  where  one  rarely 
got  a  fish,  and  yet  one  would  be  sure  to  show  after 
fishing  it  down.  Mr.  Smith  told  me  that,  hard 
fished  as  the  Teviot  was,  good  baskets  were  to  bo 
made  when  the  water  and  weather  were  right  and 
the  fish  on  the  feed  ;  and  that  this  spring  more 
salmon  than  usual  had  been  killed. 

I  must  now  wind  up  these  desultory  lines  on  our 
visit  to  the  Tweed  in  May.  I  did  not  expect  to 
catch  many  salmon,  and  so  was  not  disappointed. 
I  fully  intended  to  have  written  a  chapter  on  the 
scenery,  but  at  this  time  of  day  that  Tweed  scenery 
is  lovely  may  be  taken  as  proved. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

P.S. — Mr.  Forrest  has  a  fine  engraving  of  "  old 
Rob  of  the  Trows  "  ;  he  is  to  let  me  have  a  photo 
from  it  for  the  Fishing  Gazette,  with  a  note  or  two 
about  that  celebrated  Tweedside  character,  who 
figures  in  many  a  book  on  border  angling.  By  the 
way,  if  any  of  my  readers  go  to  stay  at  the  Cross 
Keys,  they  should  get  Mr.  Radford,  the  head  waiter, 
to  let  them  have  the  local  angling  books.  Mr. 
Radford  is  full  of  information,  and  the  quickest  and 
neatest  hand  at  his  work  that  ever  I  saw.  He  has  a 
charming  house  and  garden  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tweed,  and  Mrs.  Radford  is  such  a  good  cook  that 
her  rooms  are  not  often  vacant. 


THE  "GEAY"  LOCK  JOINT. 


Messrs.  D.  Gray  &  Co.,  fishing-tackle  makers, 
of  36,  Union-street,  Inverness,  send  us  a  new 
lock-fast  joint  for  rods  which  they  have  brought 
out  and  which  is  simple,  strong,  and  effective. 
The  illustrations  we  give  show  it  so  clearly  that  a 
long  description  Is  unnecessary.  The  snake  ring  on 
B  slides  up  and  locks  the  joints  as  shown  in  C. 
The  catch  on  A  is  guarded  by  the  turn  of  the  snake 


behind  it,  so  that  the  line  cannot  catch  in  it. 
Nothing  but  actual  trial  can  decide  if  it  will  work 
as  weU  in  practice  as  it  does  on  the  model  sent  to 
us,  but  it  certainly  strikes  us  as  being  one  of  the 
best  things  of  the  kind  we  have  seen.  It  will  act 
as  well  when  the  joints  have  been  worn  as  at  first — 
no  slight  advantage,  because  some  lock  joints  do 
not  allow  for  wear  and  tear,  and  consequently  only 
act  well  when  the  rod  is  new. 
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TWO  MAY  DAYS  ON  THE  UPPER 
KENNET. 


Most  southern  anglers  know  the  river  Kennet, 
many  from  its  source  beyond  Marlborough  down  to 
where  it  empties  itself  into  the  Thames  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Messrs.  Huntley  and  Palmer's 
factory  at  Reading.  The  writer  has  fished  for 
trout,  pike,  perch,  chub,  and  dace  in  nearly  every 
portion,  and  has  many  interesting  memories  of 
pleasant  fishing  days  on  the  banks  of  this  beautiful 
river. 

An  account  of  two  days  enjoyed  this  May  on 
its  upper  waters,  •  between  Hungerf ord  and  Saver- 
nake,  may  be  of  some  interest  to  readers. 

Early  in  the  month  the  writer  received  an 
invitation  from  some  friends,  who  have  the  fishing 
rights  of  several  miles  of  water,  to  spend  a  couple 
of  days  fly-fishing  for  trout. 

The  first  morning  we  arrived  at  the  river's  bank 
about  10.30  a.m.,  and  at  once  separated,  my  host 
and  his  brother  taking  the  upper  and  middle 
lengths,  while  the  writer  went  to  the  bottom  end 
of  the  water,  all  arranging  to  meet  at  two  o'clock 
at  the  keeper's  house  for  lunch.  The  morning  was 
fine,  with  a  slight  north-east  breeze  rippling  the 
water  slightly,  the  direction  of  the  wind  being 
favourable  for  casting.  Arrived  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  beat  the  rod  was  soon  rigged  and,  failing  the 
appearance  of  fly,  a  Yellow  Dun  (a  pretty  certain 
guess  for  this  river  from  May  to  August)  was  put 
up.  I  waited  in  vain  for  the  rise  for  about  two 
hours  and  then  started  walking  gently  up-stream, 
looking  out  for  a  fish  in  position.  The  first  lay 
close  by  a  stone  road-bridge,  and  was  evidently  on 
the  look-out  for  the  arrival  of  fly.  The  Yellow  Dun 
was  cast  about  a  foot  above  and  floated  over  him, 
but  was  not  touched.  The  fish  was  rested  a  minute 
or  two,  and  as  he  kept  quietly  in  position  another 
try  was  made.  On  this  occasion  he  looked  uneasy, 
and  then,  when  the  fly  was  past,  turned  at  it  and 
rose  in  a  half-hearted  manner,  but  evidently  did 
not  take  hold,  and  the  strike  sent  him  flying  for 
the  nearest  weed-bed  for  shelter. 

The  keeper's  house  was  reached  about  two  o'clock, 
no  fly  or  trout  having  been  seen  moving  during  the 
walk  up-stream. 

After  lunch  the  writer  strolled  to  the  upper 
water  with  one  of  his  hosts.  While  walking  along 
the  shallows  we  saw  three  fish  rise  in  quick  succes- 
sion ;  a  cast  over  each  secured  a  rise,  but  none  of 
the  three  fastened.  Still  no  fly  was  seen,  and  as 
evening  came  on  the  air  became  cold  and  raw ;  in 
desperation,  after  tea  a  large  wet  Wickham  was 
put  up  to  try  and  secure  a  good  fish  for  dinner  ; 
but  this  was  unsuccessful,  for,  though  eight  or 
nine  little  fish  of  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  were  hooked  and  many  touches  were  felt, 
not  a  sizeable  fish  would  condescend  to  notice  the 
fly.  The  whole  result  of  four  rods,  for  another 
joined  us  later  in  the  day,  was  one  trout  of  a  shade 
over  a  pound.  This  poor  result  should  be  attri- 
buted mainly,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  to  the 
absence  of  fly  and  the  half-hearted  way  in  which 
the  fish  rose ;  this  is  frequently  the  case  on  the 
Kennet  when  the  wind  is  easterly,  although,  of 
course,  the  condition  is  more  favourable  for  fly- 
casting  than  when  it  is  blowing  hard  from  the 
westerly. 

Next  morning  the  same  bright  sunshine  prevailed, 
but  what  little  wind  there  was  came  in  gentle  airs 
from  the  W.S.W.  The  temperature  also  was  several 
degrees  warmer.  Again  the  writer  chose  the  lower 
water,  and  this  time  conditions  seemed  right. 
Upon  walking  down-stream  to  where  a  hatch  from 
the  main  river  supplied  the  feeder  of  an  artificial 
lake,  the  old  keeper  was  found  sitting  quietly  by 
the  gates. 

In  the  course  of  a  short  chat,  he  said  there  were 
several  fish  feeding  down  the  little  stream,  so  I 
determined  to  walk  down,  well  away  from  the 
bank,  and  then  slip  down  into  the  water  and  wade 
up  along  the  west  bank  and  cast  over  any  rising 
fish  under  the  overhanging  bushes  on  the  east  side. 
At  the  bottom  end  a  little  rivulet  came  down 
through  a  culvert,  and  the  run  of  water  had  made  a 
deepish  pool  below  the  culvert  about  a  dozen  yards 
up  the  little  stream  above  where  it  joined  the  main 
feeder.  A  sill  of  stones  lay  just  underneath  the 
archway,  and  about  six  inches  inside  the  culvert. 
Here  a  good  trout,  about  21b.,  lay  taking  everything 
that  came  over  him. 

When  there  is  no  ^  to  speak  of  on  the  water, 
the  writer  is  very  fond  of  a  Silver  Sedge  on  the 
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Kennet ;  so  one  of  these  flies  on  a  00  hook  was  put 
up  and  knotted  on  to  a  specially  fine  point,  given  to 
the  writer  by  one  of  the  party  as  a  sample.  This 
was  unfortunately  not  sufficiently  soaked,  with  the 
result  that  at  the  first  cast  the  fish  had  the  fly ; 
the  point  broke  at  the  knot  with  the  cast, 
leaving  fly  and  point  in  the  fish.  The  fish  kept 
perfectly  quiet  for  about  ten  seconds  and  then 
dashed  up  into  the  culvert. 

This  was  a  poor  beginning,  but,  putting  on  a 
better  soaked  point,  I  started  slowly  crawling 
along  the  bank  of  the  main  feeder,  and  soon 
spotted  a  good  fish  in  position  in  fairly  fast  shallow 
water.  Putting  up  another  sedge  I  covered  him, 
and  rose  him  first  cast.  He  fastened  firmly,  and 
after  a  good  rush  up-stream  and  another  down  I 
got  the  net  under  him  and  netted  him  out — a 
16  -inch  fish  in  very  bad  condition.  He  only 
weighed  lib.  6oz.,  so  I  gave  him  his  liberty  to  go 
and  get  fatter.  The  next  fish  was  about  three 
yards  higher  up,  under  a  bush,  and  had  kept 
rising  during  the  time  I  was  playiog  No.  1.  He 
fastened  first  cast,  and  was  landed,  but  was  quickly 
returned,  being  [under  the  limit  (lib.).  The  next 
few  fish  were  scared  by  No.  2  and  bolted,  so  I 
crawled  quietly  up-stream  to  a  deepish  hole  of 
about  four  yards  in  length,  and  extending  across 
the  stream  at  a  bend.  Here  there  was  a  good  fish 
feeding  in  mid-stream  on  the  upper  edge,  where 
the  shallow  deepened.  A  pretty  accurate  cast 
covered  him,  and  he  gave  good  sport,  but  was  very 
poor — seventeen  inches,  and  only  lib.  8oz. — so  also 
went  back.  The  disturbance  caused  by  this  last 
fish  upset  several  others,  and  it  was  not  till  I  got 
to  the  edge  of  the  pile,  or  hatch-hole,  that  I  saw 
another  fish  in  position.  This  fish  also  took  hold 
of  my  now  dilapidated  Silver  Sedge,  and  I  got 
him,  a  fish  of  lib.  2oz.,  also  out  of  condition,  and 
returned. 

I  now  decided  to  go  and  try  the  main  river.  On 
getting  there  I  found  a  good  few  fish  cruising  about 
in  the  almost  dead  water  of  a  slow  deep  reach,  and 
occasionally  sucking  in  a  Pale  Olive  which  was 
coming  down.  I  tried  one  of  these  fish  with  the 
sedge  and,  although  he  rose  and  examined  it,  he 
refused  to  take  hold.  I  changed  to  a  Yellow  Dun, 
and  soon  found  another  fish  cruising  about  a  little 
higher  up.  I  popped  the  Yellow  Dun  over  him, 
and  he  sailed  up  and  took  it.  Again  he  was 
returned,  as,  although  sizeable,  he  also  was  very 
poor. 

By  this  time  it  was  one  o'clock,  and  the  keeper's 
house  and  lunch  (2  p.m.)  was  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  away,  so  strolling  quietly  along  the  bank  I 
gradually  made  my  way  up-stream.  Here  and 
there  fish  were  cruising  about  in  the  hot  sun, 
but  the  show  of  fly  was  very  sparse.  A  cast 
usually  brought  a  fish  within  hail,  but  none  took 
hold;  so  eventually  strolling  was  abandoned  for 
walking,  and  I  arrived  at  the  house  to  find  lunch 
ready  and  the  others  waiting.  All  had  done  better 
than  on  the  previous  day,  one  rod  taking  twelve 
fish  (all  under  size),  another  a  2-pounder  in  perfect 
condition,  while  the  third  had  also  got  a  fish  of 
lib.  2oz. 

After  lunch  we  all  scattered  away  again,  and  the 
WTiter  decided  to  go  back  to  the  little  culvert, 
where  the  first  fish  had  been  lost  in  the  morning, 
and  see  what  was  doing. 

Another  trout,  rather  smaller,  had  taken  up  the 
position  of  the  break-away  two-pounder,  and  he, 
though  not  rising  at  the  time,  took  the  Yellow  Dun 
first  cast,  gave  a  good  bit  of  sport  in  the  little 
deep  pool,  and  was  eventually  netted  out — a  beauty 
of  lib.  4  oz. 

Out  of  curiosity  another  cast  was  made  after  the 
fly  had  been  washed  and  dried,  and  a  smaller  fish 
rose  out  of  the  pool  and  took  it.  This  fought  well, 
but,  being  a  little  under  a  pound,  was  returned. 
This  finished  the  sport  for  the  afternoon,  which 
was  hot  and  cloudless.  As  evening  came  on  I 
decided  to  walk  up  another  back- stream  where  the 
water  is  about  one  to  three  feet  deep  and  is  full  of 
weed.  The  fish  were  grubbing  and  tatliog  every- 
where in  the  shallower  parts.  One  fish  was  rising 
close  under  the  bank,  and  when  the  Silver  Sedge 
dribbled  over  his  nose  he  took  it.  This  fish  gave 
rare  sport  among  the  weed-beds,  but  at  last  came 
to  bank,  a  fish  of  about  a  pound,  not  in  condition, 
and  therefore  returned.  As  no  more  rising  fish 
were  found  the  Sedge  was  cast  on  the  off-chance 
over  the  tailers,  but  they  would  not  look  at  it.  It 
soon  commenced  to  get  dark,  and,  although  far  too 
early  in  the  season,  a  big  Kennet  Sedge  was  put  up 
and  tried  over  one  or  two  tailers. 
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Just  as  the  light  failed  a  trout  that  was  tailing 
in  the  midst  of  weeds,  and  who  had  had  the  Sedge 
over  him  three  or  four  times,  suddenly  took  it,  and  E 
had  a  tremendous  struggle  to  bring  him  across  the 
weeds  in  the  dark  to  my  net  and  to  get  him  in  (the 
net  being  much  too  small).  He  was  a  good  fish 
of  lib.  12oz.  This  wound  up  a  very  successful  day, 
successful  to  me,  at  least.  I  had  hooked  five  brace 
of  trout,  had  landed  four  and  a  half  brace,  had 
taken  four  brace  of  sizeable  fish,  and  had  a  brace 
of  sizeable  fish  in  good  condition  to  bring  home, 
enough  to  satisfy  any  sportsman  at  any  time, 
especially  if  fishing  private  water  by  invitation. 
One  or  two  ideas  occur  to  one  on  reading  over  this 
short  description  of  two  days'  fishing. 

Firstly,  the  occurrence  of  poor  sport  and  east 
wind,  and  good  sport  and  west  wind,  on  the  Kennet 
seems  to  be  the  rule.  Secondly,  that  the  absence  of 
a  quantity  of  fly  becomes  every  year  more  marked 
on  this  river.  Thirdly,  the  poor  condition  of  most  of 
the  trout,  both  in  the  feeder  and  the  main  stream, 
is  very  noticeable  and  much  more  marked  this  year. 

Nkmo. 


THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOETH. 


A  WELCOME  change  has  at  last  been  experienced, 
and  for  a  week  past  the  rivers  and  streams  have 
been  more  or  less  flooded  with  the  welcome  rains. 
The  season  all  through  May,  which  should  have 
been  a  bright  one  both  on  loch  and  stream,  was 
one  of  the  very  worst  on  record.  Fish  there  were 
in  abundance,  but  the  conditions  were  dead  against 
angling  to  the  fly,  and  only  with  the  present 
change  has  there  been  any  revival  of  sport  worth 
calling  such  since  the  latter  days  in  April. 

It  was  sheer  luck  of  an  angler  on  the  Don  the 
other  week  who,  after  returning  day  after  day  for 
thi'ee  weeks  on  end  with  an  empty  creel,  so  that  it 
was  painful  to  ask  him  what  sport  he  had  got,  and 
the  landlord  was  beginning  to  long  for  his  departure, 
that  he  returned  one  night  with  the  prize  of  the 
season  in  his  basket,  and  the  top  record  that  had 
been  made  in  these  parts.  It  was  sheer  luck  which 
induced  an  angler  on  the  Ythan  this  spring  to  fix 
up  a  small  salmon  fly  on  a  gusty  day,  with  the 
wind  from  the  east,  and  when  all  sensible  people 
would  be  within  doors  for  then-  own  comfort,  and 
within  the  space  of  three  hom-s  land  some  thirty- 
nine  fine  half-pound  finnock.  It  was  the  sport  of 
his  life,  and  yet  all  the  season  through  his  has  been 
an  experience  of  perfect  blanks.  He  says  he  will 
only  fish  in  an  east  wind  again. 

The  prospects  of  a  good  season  are  fair  for  July. 
The  Sutherlandshire  lochs  are  the  places  to  hie  to 
for  certainty  of  sport.  Here  after  a  very  indifierent 
season  good  baskets  are  now  being  made.  It  would 
be  invidious  to  mention  any  in  particular,  unless 
such  outstanding  places  as  Tongue  Hotel,  Altna- 
harra,  Drumbeg,  Inchnadamph,  Culag,  Lochinver, 
and  Bettyhill.  At  Durness,  too,  in  the  extreme 
north-west,  a  great  many  heavy  fish  have  been 
killed,  scaling  up  to  21b.  and  iSlb.  The  chief  lure 
is  the  fly,  but  the  sand-eel  bait,  where  the  heavier 
sea-trout  are  concerned,  has  been  the  most  telling 
lure  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone. 

A  number  of  anglers  are  finding  their  way  into 
Orkney  and  Shetland  for  the  prolific  brown  trout 
sport  that  is  to  be  had  in  the  numberless  lochs 
and  lakes  in  the  Mainland  and  other  islands. 

On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Don  and  Deveron 
and  such  rivers  as  the  Ugie,  the  fly  season  is  about 
over,  and  has  been  a  very  indifierent  one ;  but  to 
those  who  do  not  object  to  clear-water  worming 
up  stream  splendid  sport  is  in  store.  On  the  Ugie, 
last  week,  Mr.  Ingram,  Edmburgh,  had  (chiefly 
worming  up-stream)  a  basket  of  15 jib.  —  two 
beauties,  one  of  21b.  and  another  over  lib. 

On  the  Dee  there  is  a  good  rim  of  grilse,  and 
they  are  being  got  freelj-  where  any  angling  is 
being  engaged  in  all  the  way  up  to  Braemar.  Mr. 
Gill  had  three  on  Shiel  the  other  morning,  and 
Mr.  Gray  two  on  Ivinneskie  waters.  But  they 
must  be  fished  for  at  sundown  or  sunrise.  Along 
with  the  grilse  there  is  also  a  run  of  salmon  being 
felt,  but  the  fact  is  that  anj'  ten  miles  of  the  Tay, 
Dee,  or  Spey  may  be  had  for  the  asking  just  now, 
as  there  is  a  perfect  dearth  of  anglers  at  the  water- 
side. The  touribt  angler  boldom  has  such  a  good 
chance.  G.  M. 


American  Books. — A  Catalosjne  of  AintmHn  lio».ks  in  various 
departinentg  of  litenitnre  call  be  hail  of  Sampwin  Low,  Marstou 
and  Co.,  Liioiletl,  Si.  DuiiDtan  a  liouse,  Fetter-lane,  LuuUou. 
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A  GEAND  CAPTUEE  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND  TEOUT. 


The  accompanying  illustration  is  of  "  the  record 
captm-e  of  trout  for  the  season  " — that  is  to  say,  in 
New  Zealand — but  we  doubt  if  any  other  water  in 
the  world  can  beat  it.  The  angler  was  Mr. 
F .  Tasker,  who  on  April  6  captured  twenty-and-a- 
half  brace  of  trout,  weighing  87. Ub. 


four  inches  ahoxe  the  hook,  to  sink  the  bait ;  then 
draw  the  baited  liook  gently-  or  slowly  up  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  so  continue  until  you  feel 
a  bite.  The  roach  generally  takes  the  bait  as  it 
approaches  the  top.  When  fishing  this  way,  try 
round  piles,  bridges,  ilood-gates,  and  deep^  still 
holes,  where  bushes  and  trees  grow  over  the 
water." — Ibid. 

Biting  at  End  of  Swim — Roach  fishing  has 
been  brought  to  very  gre&t  perfection,  more  par- 


Mr.  F.  Tasker's 


"  All  the  fish  were  taken  on  one  of  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  &  Co.'s  11-feet  split-cane  steel  centre  rods 
and  fine  Hercules  gut  cast,  with  small  Blue  Dun 
as  fly.  During  the  last  two  seasons,  Mr.  Tasker 
has  kUled,  on  the  same  rod,  2,317  trout,  the  largest 
being  12ilb."  ^ 

It  will  be  seen  from  oui-  illustration  that  the  fish 
are  fine  fellows,  and  evidently  in  good  condition. 


MESSES.  BEENAED'S  SEA- 
FISHING  TACKLE. 


Messes.  J.  Bernard  &  Son,  of  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly,  have  had  such  an  increase  of  business 
in  their  sea-fishing  rod  and  tackle  department 
that  they  have  formd  it  necessary  to  issue  a 
separate  catalogue,  illustrated,  and  giving  full  par- 
ticulars of  outfits  and  tackle  of  all  kinds  for  sea 
anglers.  Their  "  Sauce  Ladle  Pier  Landing  Net  " 
strikes  us  as  an  excellent  idea.  The  brass  frame  is 
curved  so  as  to  allow  the  fish  to  be  drawn  into  the 
net  with  safety  when  reachmg  down  from  a  pier 
stage  or  rock.  The  handle  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  long  in  three  joints.  There  are  other  special 
items  in  the  list  well  worth  the  notice  of  sea 
fishermen. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  BooTc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gebvillh  Fbnnbll.) 
(Continued  from  page  413.) 

CHAPTER  Y.~continued. 

Roving  for  Roach.— "  Roach  are  sometimes 
taken  without  a  float.  This  manner  of  fishing  is 
only  to  be  practised  with  a  stiff  light  rod  and  a 
swan  shot  placed  on  the  line  about  six  inches 
from  the  hook,  letting  the  shot  touch  the  bottom, 
then  gradually  raising  it  to  the  required  depth. 
This  way  is  generally  practised  round  the  piles  of 
bridges,  and  from  wood-work,  or  from  a  barge  or 
hosit."— Salter. 

Ant-fly.—"  During  July  and  August  roach  may 
be  taken  in  the  following  manner  with  an  Ant  Fly 
or  House  Fly,  and  also  a  caddis,  and  sometimes 
with  a  gentle.  Put  on  No.  11  hook  and  single  hair 
line  to  a  fine  rod ;  put  one  small  shot  on  about 


WEIGHING  87iLB.  ;   llEST  FISH  12jLli. 


ticularly  in  the  Lea  and  Thames.  The  Nottingham 
and  Norfolk  anglers,  however,  j^ride  themselves 
upon  their  skill  in  this  particular,  but  one  and  all 
appear  to  have  learned  many  valuable  wrinkles  not 
known  to  the  roach  fishermen  of  old.  One  of  these 
is  as  follows :— When  the  line  is  at  the  end  of  a 
swku  the  float  is  checked,  the  line  below  the  float 
slants,  the  bait  floats  forward,  and  is  actually 
further  from  the  gi-ound  than  at  any  other  part  of 
the  swim.  It  rises,  therefore,  upwards,  and  is 
suspended  for  a  while  some  inches  above  the  shelf 
which  termmates  the  swim.  It  is  on  these  shelves 
the  ground  bait  lodges,  and,  the  undercurrent  being 
checked  by  the  rise  in  the  bottom,  gives  to  the  fish 
that  are  collected  a  better  chance  of  feeding  quietly ; 
and  it  is  at  this  spot,  therefore,  that  punt  fishers 
for  roach  so  often,  in  making  a  final  strike,  find— 
although  they  were  not  conscious  of  a  bite— that 
they  have  hooked  a  fish. 

Roach-bite. — The  bite  of  a  roach,  more  particu- 
larly if  he  be  of  any  weight,  and  in  slowly  running 
water,  is  often  indicated  by  so  slight  a  movement 
of  the  float  as  to  be  perfectly  imperceptible  to  the 


sixteen  feet,  reaching  out  beyond  the  ken  of  maUV 
sights,  and  the  bite  so  fine,  nay,  as  I  have  said,  to 
some  imperceptible,  creates  astonishment  if  not 
admiration  in  the  non-instructed,  and  sends  him 
away  m  despair  that  the  art  he  lo\  'es  is  apparentlv 
so  far  beyond  his  longing  reach. 

There  is  nothing  more  instructive  to  a  young 
beginner  than  to  sit  upon  a  bank,  and,  if  sufficiently 
near,  patiently  watch  the  angling  operations  of  a 
good  fisherman  and  his  inexperienced  companion 
catching  roach  from  a  punt.  At  first  the  observer 
IS  struck  with  the  fact  that  the  one  takes  more  fish 
than  the  other,  and  he  marvels  that,  each  having 
the  same  description  of  tackle,  baits,  and  depths 
of  swim,  the  fisherman  is  ever  the  master.  They 
change  seats  and  rods,  with  still  the  same  results. 
Surely,  fancies  the  observer,  they  would  both  have 
the  same  number  of  bites,  although  they  did  not 
catch  the  same  number  of  fish.  But  down  goes 
the  float  of  the  fisherman  at  every  two  or  three 
swims,  and  up  comes  a  fish  ;  the  float  of  the  other 
sails  away  time  after  time,  and,  like  an  ill-instructed 
village  lass,  proudly  refuses  to  bob.  But  see,  the 
watchful  spectator  has  found  out  something.  He 
notices  that  at  one  particular  spot,  a  certain  distance 
from  the  punt,  the  fisherman  checks  for  an  mstance 
the  career  of  his  float. 

No,  it  is  not  an  accident,  for  he  does  it  at  every 
swim,  and  it  is  there  he  invariably  gets  his  bites. 
"I  see  it ! "  mentally  exclaims  the  delighted 
looker-on,  and  he  rises,  thinking  such  a  wrinkle  is 
sufficient  for  the  time,  and  ruminates  over  his 
accession  of  knowledge  as  he  wades  through  the 
flowery  meads  on  his  homeward  way.  "  I  see  it," 
again  he  says  to  himself;  "the  more  timid  and 
larger  fish  keep  a  misty  distance  from  the  punt— 
a  distance  at  which  the  ground  bait  gets  broken 
into  welcome  pieces— and  it  is  at  that  exact  spot, 
ascertained  by  experience,  the  practised  hand 
checks  the  bait,  and  thus  not  only  gives  the  fish  a 
better  opportimity  of  seizing  it,  but  causes  it  to 
rise  slightly  fi-om  the  ground,  upon  which  it  has 
been  almost  dragging,  and  thus  drop  as  it  were  into 
the  mouths  of  his  victims." 

"It  is  a  good  plan  in  still  waters,  especially 
when  they  are  very  fine  on  the  feed,  to  raise  your 
float  now  and  then  four  or  five  inches  out  of  the 
water  several  times,  and  then  let  it  settle,  for  if 
anything  will  tempt  them  to  take  the  bait  it  is 
that  manoeuvre.  We  have  frequently  been  fishing 
for  them  when  we  could  not  get  a  fish  in  any 
other  way;  they  see  the  bait  moving  and  are  excited 
to  take  it." — Rev.  J.  Martin. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  68lb.  COLUMBIA  SAL.MON. 

One  of  Mr.  John  Enright's  customers  sends 
him  this  note  :— "  I  was  most  successful  with  the 
salmon  spinning  rod  (fifteen  feet  and  weighing  30oz., 
J .E.&S.)  you  sent  me  in  1899.  Last  July,  in  British 
Columbia,  on  one  river,  my  twelve  best  fish  averaged 
521b.,  the  biggest  of  which  was  681b.  Its  length 
was  fifty-two-and-a-half  inches,  and  girth  thirty- 
three-and-one-eighth  inches — bigger  measurements 
than  the  record  fish  which  was  killed    on  the 


British  Columbia  Salmon,  68lb.,  caught  by  W.  T. 


tyro  who  may  be  watching  for  it  by  the  side  of  a 
first-class  roach  fisher.  The  latter  at  the  instant, 
however,  with  his  well-educated  eye,  has  perceived 
the  touch,  and  by  an  instantaneous  movement, 
varying  in  character  according  to  the  length  and 
weight  of  the  rod,  the  fish  is  secured.  It  is  here 
that  experience  and  skill  make  themselves  most 
manifest  to  the  uninitiated.  The  line  of  single  hair ; 
the  hook  of  a  dainty  kind ;  the  rod  of  fourteen  or 


same  rivev  in  1895 — namely,  701b.  I  killed  over 
220  salmon  last  year  on  that  rod. — W.  T." 

We  congratulate  "  W.  T."  on  his  capture  of  such 
a  handsome  fish. 

The  remarkably  thoughtful  series  of  essays,  by 
W.  C.  Brownell,  appearing  from  time  to  time  in 
Scribner'g,  will  be  represented  in  the  July  number 
by  an  acute  study  of  Matthew  Arnold. 


-— ■  ■ — —  - 
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ME.  P.  D.  MALLOCH'S  NEW 
ILLUSTEATED  CATALOGUE. 


Mr.  p.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  sends  me  his  new 
and  very  attractively  got  up  catalogue  of  fishing- 
rods,  reels,  lines,  flies,  etc.,  fully  illustrated  and 
printed  in  red  and  black.  I  wish  to  call  the 
special  attention  of  all  who  use  spinning  baits  for 
salmon,  pike,  bass,  etc.,  and  large  trout,  to 
".Malloch's  New  Bait  for  Salmon,"  of  which  I 
give  an  illustration. 

The  following  is  the  description  from  page  81  of 
the  list : — 

'!  "  This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  killing 
baits  for  salmon  that  has  ever  been  tried.  It  is 
made  from  part  of  a  silvery  fish  which  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  feed  largely  upon.  Its  peculiar 
shape  makes  it  spin  better  than  any  other  bait,  and 
as  it  is  very  much  tougher  than  a  minnow,  gudgeon, 
or  dace,  it  lasts  much  longer,  several  fish  being 
often  killed  with  the  same  one.  As  the  bait  has  no 
head  a  new  one  has  been  devised  for  it  with  patent 
invisible  spinners,  and  it  can  easily  be  baited  by 


Malloch's  New  Bait  fob  Salmon. 


removing  the  thread  with  which  it  is  tied  at  the 
thick  'end  and  inserting  the  prong  of  the  tackle 
down  through  it,  the  thick  end  being  put  into  the 
artificial  head,  and  the  hooks  fixed  into  it  in  the 
usual  way.  The  illustration  will  give  the  angler  an 
idea  of  what  it  is  like." 

Artificial  head,  with  tackle,  2s.  each. 

Baits  in  patent  stoppered  bottles,  per  dozen,  2s.  6d. 

Ijike  all  Mr.  Malloch's  ideas,  this  new  one  is 
eminently  practical  and  effective.  The  novelty 
consists  in  providing  the  headless  bait.  There  can 
be  no  question  as  to  the  deadly  nature  of  this  new 
bait,  not  only  for  salmon,  but  for  all  fish  which 
prey  on  others. 

Most  salmon  anglers  know  the  Malloch  box  for 
holding  salmon  flies,  made  of  steel,  covered  with  tin, 
black  japanned  outside,  but  it  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  this  in\'aluable  box  is  made  in  about 
twenty  difi'erent  sizes,  for  holding  from  a  few  up  to 
thousands  of  flies.  The  following  from  the  cata- 
logue fully  describes  the  merits  of  this  salmon  f  y 
box : — ■ 


"  Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over 
the  old  parchment  books  the  following  are  a  few  : 
— The  flies  do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they 
do  in  a  book.  The  case  being  almost  air-tight,  the 
tinsel  remains  bright  a  much  longer  time  ;  also, 
the  colours  of  the  flies  do  not  fade  so  soon.  The 
whole  of  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds,  the 
flies  being  all  exposed  to  the  eyes.  The  flies  do 
not  take  up  half  the  room  they  occupy  in  a  book. 
Every  fly  being  securely  fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost 
as  they  do  out  of  a  book.  The  case  cannot  get 
destroyed  with  wet.  When  the  case  is  not  in  use 
it  can  be  put  aside  anywhere,  being  quite  proof 
against  the  attack  of  moths.  It  is  also  suitable 
for  holding  double  flies.  These  and  many  other 
advantages  give  me  every  confidence  in  recom- 
mending it  to  the  attention  of  anglers." 

Mr.  ]\Ialloch  has  a  great  reputation  as  a  salmon 
and  trout  angler,  and  it  may  be  said,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  anything  he  recommends  in 
the  way  of  rods,  flies,  and  tackle  generally  will  be 
from  his  own  experience  of  its  value.  He  is  also  a 
most  successful  taxidermist,  and  his  catalogue 
gives  photographs  of  fish,  birds,  and  animals  set 
up  by  him  which  are  admirable  testimonials  to  his 
knowledge  of  nature  and  skill  in  copying  it.  The 
cast  of  the  great  Stennes  trout  at  the  Fly  Fishers' 


Club  was  painted  by  Mr.  Malloch,  and  has  been 
admired  by  many  hundreds  of  members  and  their 
friends. 

Mr.  Malloch's  new  catalogue  does  his  house 
credit.    I  cannot  give  it  better  praise  than  that. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  him  that  prospects  for 
the  autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tay  are  very 
good.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at 
the  offices,  12,  Regent-street,  S.W.,  on  Tuesday, 
June  25,  when  the  chair  was  taken  at  5  p.m.  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Nuthall,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen.  There  was  an  excellent  attendance,  the 
members  present  being  Messrs.  T.  Gomni,  W.  Gomm, 
Briand,  Neville,  Burrow,  Matthews,  O'Dowd,  Wheeley, 
Price,  Close,  Woodrufi,  Berry,  and  Elsmore,  with  Mr. 
Higgins,  the  hon.  sec.  After  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  financial 
affairs  were  brought  forward,  which  showed  that  the 
balance  from  the  previous  mouth  of  ildO  2s.  5d. 
had  been  increased  by  subscriptions  amounting  to 
£11  Is.  6d.,  and  reduced  by  keepers'  wages,  etc.,  by 
£22  4s.  lOd.,  and  for  housing  the  barren  swans  by  the 
further  amount  of  £35  Os.  6d. ;  printing  has  also  ab- 


sorbed £10  Is.,  and  the  hire  of  nets  £2  Ts.,  leaving  a 
balance  at  the  bankers  at  the  present  date  of  £81  10s.  7d. 
A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Blainey  thanking  the 
executive  for  the  vote  of  condolence  passed  by  them 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  who  was  a  subscriber 
to  the  society.  Several  men  were  detected  doing 
illegal  netting  during  the  last  month  in  the  little  river 
Ash,  at  Sunbury.  One  was  taken  and  fined  .£2  5s., 
including  costs,  and  as  the  police  rendered  valuable 
assistance,  the  society  has  asked  permission  to  give 
the  constables  concerned  a  gratuity,  by  way  of  recog- 
nition. One  of  the  professional  fishermen  having 
formulated  some  charges  against  the  society,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  should 
be  sent  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  Office,  for  their 
officials  to  deal  with.  A  pond  in  the  Staines  locality 
is  being  filled  up  by  the  S.W.R.  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  in  sidings,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  have  the  netting  done  on  Thursday  (27th),  as  the 
pond  would  be  destroyed  in  a  few  more  days.  It  wa^ 
shown  to  be  rather  a  difficult  job,  but  as  there  is  a 
good  stock  of  carp,  bream,  roach,  and  jack  in 
the  water,  it  was  decided  to  run  the  risk  of 
loosing  part  of  the  fish  to  losing  them  all. 
The  former  keeper  (Mr.  Douglas)  offered  his  oak-built 
boat  in  good  condition  to  the  society,  and  the  com- 
mittee have  purchased  it  for  £4  for  the  use  of  their 
river  keeper.  An  application  was  made  for  a  deputa- 
tion as  honorary  river  keeper,  but  in  this  case  the 
application  was  not  entertained.  Complaints  ha\e 
been  sent  to  the  secretary  as  to  restrictions  on  anglers 
in  the  river  Mole,  but  although  the  society  is  in 
sympathy  with  them,  yet  it  has  no  rights  or  powers  ;n 
that  river.  The  holders  of  traps  for  otters  wen;  thanked 
for  their  assistance,  as  a  means  of  keeping  tliese 
amphibia  within  reasonable  limits,  which  is  tlic  only 
wisti  of  the  committee,  not  one  of  whom  wishes 
for  their  extermination.  The  editor  of  the  Gloli; 
was  thanked  for  the  excellent  articles  which  ha\e 
appeared  in  that  paper  re  the  swans,  whose  raids 
upon  the  fish  spawn  are  very  serious,  and  entail  a 
lamentable  charge  upon  the  society's  funds  every 
year.  The  usual  routine  having  been  gone  through, 
the  members,  with  one  additional  member  of  the 
society  (INIr.  Chatterton),  resolved  themselves  into  the 
annual  meeting,  which  was  very  short,  and  consisted 
of  reviewing  the  proceedings  at  the  corresponding 
meeting  last  year.  The  river  outing,  which,  of  cour.se, 
is  sustained  by  individual  members,  and  any  of  thtir 
friends  who  are  willing  to  assist  and  accompany  them 
on  the  steam  launch,  will  be  held  on  Julj'  20,  and  the 
anglers  of  London  generally  must  bear  in  mind  that 
not  a  penny  of  the  subscriptions  are  expended  on  this 
excursion,  each  one  paying  his  own  expenses. 

Hon.  Reportf.k. 


POLLUTION  AND  ILLEGAL  FISHING 
OF  THE  RIVER  LEA. 


At  Cheshunt  Petty  Sessions  on  Wednesday,  June  20, 
before  Messrs.  R.  Barclay  (in  the  chair),  T.  Micklim. 
T.  H.  Harrison,  and  J.  A.  Hunt,  Harry  Carter,  of  Rye 
Park  Cottages,  Hoddesdon,  and  William  iMacer,  of 
Stanley  Villas,  Hoddesdon,  both  labourers,  were 
summoned  by  the  Lea  Conservancj'  for  uulawfully 
fishing  in  the  River  Lea  on  May  9,  1901.  Mr. 
George  Corbie  (Clerk  to  the  Lea  Conservancy)  and 
Mr.  Harvey  Cook  (of  the  firm  of  Clapham,  Fitch  & 
Co.,  Solicitors,  Bishopsgate),  appeared  to  prosecute. 
William  E.  Beaumont,  hon.  water-bailiff,  appointed 
by  the  Lea  Conservancy  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Anglers'  Association,  gave  evidence  that  when  at 
Stone  Bridge,  near  Ryehouse,  he  saw  defendants  laying 
in  the  river  dead  or  night  lines.  He  made  them  take 
two  lines  out  of  the  water,  took  two  lines  off  their 
person,  and  upon  further  search  iu  the  water  found 
another  line ;  he  took  possession  of  all  lines  which  he 
now  produced.  They  were  of  a  very  strong  make,  and  the 
suckers  attached  to  them  were  in  many  cases  pieces  of 
J-inch  iron  bolts  and  weighed  as  much  as  a  pound 
each,  the  whole  lines  weighing  about  101b.  The 
defendants  said  they  did  not  know  they  were  fishing 
illegally.  The  bench  asked  the  prosecution  whether  they 
wished  to  press  the  case.  Mr.  Corbie  said  the  Anglers' 
Association  pressed  for  a  conviction.  The  defendants 
were  fined  5s.  each  and  cautioned  not  to  appear  again 
under  a  similar  charge  or  they  would  be  dealt  with 
more  severely.  Mr.  R.  G.  WoodrulT,  the  secretary, 
and  four  members  of  the  Anglers'  Association  were  in 
the  Court  to  hear  the  case.  At  the  same  Com-t  the 
Wool,  Hair,  and  Skin  Syndicate,  of  39  Lombard-street, 
London,  E.C.,  were  summoned  imder  sjction  2  of 
the  Lea  Conservancy  Act,  18GS,  for  polluting  the 
Small  Lea  at  Cheshunt.  Mr.  Harvey  Cook,  who 
prosecuted  ou  behalf  of  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board, 
stated  that  the  syndicate  obtained  skins  from  abroad, 
some  from  South  Africa,  and  soaked  them  in  a  small 
dock  at  Cheshunt  Wharf.  Foul  water  from  that  dock 
found  its  way  through  a  pipe  into  the  Small  Lea, 
from  which  hundreds  of  cattle  on  the  marshes  dr.vnk. 
There  might  be  disease  germs  in  the  ^'ater  from  tho 
dock,  and  therefore  disease  might  be  spread  thereby  ; 


Heron. 

(Specimen  of  Setting-up  of  Natural  History  Specimens  by  Mr.  P.  D. 
Mallocli.) 
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also  the  affluent  of  this  tributary  with  the  maiu  river 
was  above  the  intake  of  the  East  London  Water  Works. 
The  result  of  an  outbreak  of  a  disease  caused  bv 
such  germs  reaching  Loudon  by  means  of  its  drinkin" 
water  might  be  appalling.  The  peualtv  for  polluting 
the  river  was  not  exceeding  £100,  with  £50  per  dav  for 
continuance  of  offence.  Thomas  Thomas,  water-bailiff 
to  the  Lea  Conservancy,  deposed  visiting  the  dock  and 
takmg  samples  of  water  flowing  out  of  the  dock  into 
the  river ;  the  bottles  were  sealed  up  in  the  presence 
of  the  sjTidicate's  manager.  Bercival  J.  Sargeant, 
assistant  engineer  to  the  Conservancy,  gave  evidence  ■ 
the  dock  was  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river.  Mr! 
W.  E.  Young,  of  the  Chemical  and  Analvtical  Labora- 
tories, 19  and  20,  Aldgate,  London,  E.,  gave  evidence 
as  to  the  result  of  analysis  of  a  samjile  of  the  water. 
Total  solid  matter  in  solution,  39-2  grains  per  gallon 
Organic  „         „  „        H-g  ° 

Total  solid      „       suspension  17-8  „ 
Organic  „  1-2  " 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  2-48  " 

Free  ammonia  ...    0-7     "  " 

Albuminoid    0-238  '  " 

Nitrites  and  Nitrates  none. 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen         ...  distinct  evidence. 

The  water  was  v.rj  turbid,  had  a  yellow  colour  •  a 
foul  sewage  order  of  the  grey  deposit  of  earthy 
matter  was  swarming  with  animalcules.  Mr. 
Riches  (manager  to  the  syndicate)  deposed  that  the 
dock  could  not  be  made  watertight ;  they  had 
tned  all  possible  methods;  he  admitted  a  technical 
offence.  Henry  Robert  Mitchell,  an  employ i  of  the 
syndicate,  also  gave  evidence.  Mr.  Riches  lindertook 
not  to  use  the  dock  at  all  again,  and  not  to  pollute  the 
bmall  Lea  or  the  Barge  river  in  any  way.  Mr.  Harvey 
Cook  (for  the  Lea  Conservancy)  said  that  having  regard 
to  this  undertaking  the  Conservancy  would  be  satisfied 
vnth.  a  conviction  and  a  nominal  fine.  The  bench 
accepted  the  syndicate's  undertaking,  and  fined  the 
syndicate  f  1  and  costs  £2  2s.— Hon.  Repoeteb 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  kt 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  Thames  has 
yielded  very  fair  sport  during  the  week,  but  few  speci- 
men fish  have  been  had.  Bream  have  fed  well  on 
paste  and  worms,  and  a  good  number  of  roach  have 
been  had,  although  they  are  still  slimy  and  out  of 
condition.  One  or  two  good  pike  have  been  caught 
but  It  is  really  too  early  to  expect  these  fish  to  give 
■    much  sport.    Barbel  have  been  taken,  but  the  largest 

?u    I  v^®^'*^  °^  ^""^^^^  ^Ib.     At  Teddington, 

the  barbel  have  been  running  small  in  size,  and 
they  do  not  appear  to  work  up  well  in  the  open 
reaches.  Mr.  O'Rorke,  of  Kingston,  has  had  several 
roach;  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  has  also  had  nice 
sized  roach  and  a  few  small  barbel.  At  Surbiton 
several  bream  were  caught  early  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, and  a  tench  of  l^lb.  was  caught.  Perch  up  to 
lib.  have  also  been  had.  A  barbel  competition  has 
been  arranged  by  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society  for  July 
7  and  8,  only  one  rod  allowed.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— —  (Henley).— The  water  is  now  very  clear  but 
a  fairly  good  stream  is  running.  Several  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  sport  during  the  daytime  has  been  quiet, 
although  some  good  chub  have  been  taken  during  the 
early  mornings.  The  largest  of  these  was  a  nice 
specimen  of  51b.  12oz.  Mr.  Leaf,  fishing  with  Mr.  George 
Arlett,  has  been  taking  some  chub,  roach,  and  perch 
In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that  Mr.  Leaf  captured 
a  trout  of  211b. ;  this  should  have  been  3Alb.  Sorry  I 
missed  a  pound,  Mr.  L.  I  was  out  with  Mr  A  E 
Hobbs,  on  June  26,  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  took 
some  nice  chub  up  to  4Jlb.  At  Wargrave,  some  chub 
up  to  nearly  51b.  have  been  caught.— Stanley  Mead 
-u  TT"^?'®*'*^^^^®'  etc.)— The  river  at  St.  John's 
-Bridge  keeps  lu  fair  order.  The  four  mile  stretch 
of  water  attached  to  the  Trout  has  been  providing, 
excellent  sport  for  its  many  patrons  with  perch  up  to 
Iflb.  roach  to  Hlb.,  aud  chub  to  2)^\h.  A  few  small 
jack  have  been  caught  aud  returned,  and  four  trout  of 
about  21b.  and  31b.  each  have  been  caught.  When 
spmumg  the  artificial  Devon  minnow  I  saw  Porster's 
"  Kill  Devil  Devon  "  put  in  some  prettv  work  in  a  very 
short  time  m  the  weir-pool  opposite  the  Trout  Mr 
i  erry  getting  nine  jack,  but  all  were  returned.— The 
Rambler. 

 ^  (Teddinglioii).  —  A  few  barbel  have  been 

taken  this  week.  Warm  weather  and  rain  are  wanted 
as  there  are  plenty  of  fish.  A  trout  has  been  taken 
ot  2^1b. ;  also  151b.  of  chub  in  two  hours.  Durincr  the 
week  I  have  had  a  lot  of  barbel,  but  small-  we  have 
plenty  of  big  fish  at  the  weir,  but  I  am  afraid  they  will 
not  feed  until  we  get  some  heavy  rain.  Mr.  Sheppard 
has  Imd  some  good  chub  up  to  2Jlb.  with  shiimp,  and 
Mr.  Beal  some  jack.  I  lost  two  very  big  barbel  on 
-Monday  (June  24)  with  Mr.  John  James  and  Mr 
Curtis,  at  the  weir,  getting  finally  smashed  up  with 
both  at  the  finish,  on  vers-  fine  roach  tackle.— W 
McBride. 


Ancholme  District.— Some  genial  showers  have 
fallen  during  the  week,  but  they  have  not  affected  the 
colour  of  the  streams.  Two  matches  have  taken 
place:  the  Universal  of  Hull,  on  the  19th,  when 
Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  had  61b.  8oz.  of  fish,  Mr  Carter 
51b.  13oz.,  and  Mr.  Stocks  41b.  14oz.  The  West  Hull  was 
fished  on  Monday,  when  Mr.  R.  T.  Barlow  had  281b 
Mr.  T.  Barber  61b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Chester  41b.  9oz! 
There  are  not  many  waters  on  which  281b.  can  be 
caught  by  a  combatant  in  a  match.  The  Ancholme, 
however,  holds  the  record  for  the  largest  weight  ever 
taken  in  a  contest.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  ("Waterbeach).  —  Since  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  this  river  has  been  well 
patronised  by  local  and  distant  anglers.  The  river,  at 
time  of  writing,  is  in  good  summer  condition,  although 
weedy  in  places.  By  the  Lode  there  are  a  good  many 
cut  swims,  also  some  part  of  the  river,  having  been 
dredged  here,  it  is  very  clean.  Catches  of  mixed  fish 
vary  up  to  61b.  a  rod  a  day.  A  good  many  roach  have 
been  had,  Jib.  up  to  lib.  each.  Silver  bream  have 
shown  up  well,  largest  lib.  each.  Perch  had  up  to 
fib.  each;  these  are  in  good  condition.  This  being 
an  early  spawning  river,  anglers  express  themselves 
generally  satisfied  with  present  sport,  also  especially 
as  to  the  quantity  of  fish  seen.  Boiled  wheat,  useful 
for  bait,  can  be  had  fresh  on  the  spot.  This  week 
worms  have  been  most  successful,  but  anglers  must 
bring  them,  none  to  be  had  here.— John  0.  George 
Beche-road,  Cambridge.  ' 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
Several  rods  have  been  out  on  the  hotel  water  at 
Pairford,  but  chiefly  for  evening  fishing,  when  the 
trout  rise  well.  Mr.  Severn  has  been  having  a  few 
days'  fair  sport.  The  rains  we  had  freshened  things 
up  very  much,  but  we  could  still  do  with  more.  The 
autumn  fishings  on  the  Coin  should  be  good,  for  there 
IS  a  nice  lot  of  trout  still  left  throughout  its  course 
— Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  effect  of  the  rain  has  all 
gone,  and  the  rivers  are  again  as  clear  and  low  as  ever. 
The  peel  season  threatens  to  be  a  bad  one.  Very  few 
trout  have  been  taken  within  the  past  few  days  in 
most  of  the  rivers,  but  in  the  Upper  Tamar  there  has 
been  fair  sport.  Around  Launceston,  too,  fair  baskets 
have  been  made,  but  the  Camel  and  Fowey  are  fishing 
poorly. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— The  recent  rain 
has  had  the  effect  of  driving  the  fish  up  the  river,  and 
on  Monday  last  a  number  of  salmon  were  noticed 
running  up  the  river.  Several  went  over  the  pass  at 
the  weir,  and  thirteen  were  taken  in  the  pool  by  the 
Weir  fishermen.  Salmon  are  reported  to  be  in  almost 
every  pool  of  the  river  from  Totnes  Weir  to  Buckfast- 
leigh,  but  although  they  are  rising  freely  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  taking  to  any  bait.  The  fact  is,  that  there 
is  too  much  natural  bait  in  the  river  to  make  artificial 
bait  at  all  attractive  ;  certainly  there  are  more  salmon 
in  the  river  than  there  have  been  for  the  last  seven 
years.  On  June  24,  Mr.  Soper,  junr.,  creeled  eighteen 
trout  in  the  upper  waters  with  artificial  fiy,  whilst  on 
the  same  date  Mr.  G.  Ganow  Green  caught  ten  trout 
and  one  peal  in  the  Hems. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Fishing  in  the  majority  of 
the  Devonshire  rivers  is  very  much  improved  by  the 
recent  rain.  In  the  Upper  Dart  and  tributaries  not 
many  fishermen  have  been  out,  so  little  sport  is  re- 
corded. In  the  Greedy  on  Saturday  (June  22)  two 
fine  trout  were  creeled  by  Mr.  A.  Hele,  of  Exeter, 
near  Dunscombe,  his  capture  weighing  lib.  2oz.  It  is 
thought  that  probably  it  is  one  of  the  restock  fish  as 
it  is  one  of  the  biggest  fish  caught  in  the  river  this 
season.  In  the  Exe  the  water  is  low  and  somewhat 
discoloured  owing  to  excavations  which  have  been 
made  in  connection  with  an  electric  light  installation. 
A  few  days  since  since  Mr.  W.  Cosway,  of  Dulverton, 
secured  a  beautiful  trout  weighing  31b.  Mr.  S.  G. 
Ross  has  had  some  successful  catches  on  the  Baile 
during  the  past  week.  Since  the  rain  better  fishing 
has  been  had  on  the  Creedy  and  Yeo. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Fish  have  now  recovered 
from  their  May  Fly  debauch  and  are  rising  fairly  well. 
The  Caterpillar  is  proving  as  good  a  lure  as  anything. 
The  Grey  and  Olive  Quills  are  also  doing  some 
execution. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dunn  and  Kennet. — These  rivers  are  in  fairly 
good  condition  (the  latter  for  preference)  and  some 
good  baskets  have  been  recorded,  the  heaviest  fish  so 
far  scaling  just  on  51b. ;  about  three  brace  of  trout  have 
also  been  landed  weighing  81b.  a  brace.  On  Saturday 
(J une  22)  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  old  brown  Kennet 
trout  was  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Hills,  weighing  41b.  2oz., 
and  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  identical  fish  that  has 
broken  three  or  four  visitors'  tackle.  The  May  Fly 
certainly  lasts,  this  season,  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  for  to-day  (Wednesday)  a  vejy  fair  show  of  May 
Fly  was  observed  on  the  Dunn.— Gnome. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  recent  heavy  rains  gave  us 
a  foot  of  fresh  water  in  the  river.  This  has  sweetened 
the  water  above  Carlisle,  and  should  improve  trout- 
fishing;  but  it  has  merely  stirred  up  the  filth  below 
the  sewage  outfall,  and  salmon  will  not  face  it.  For 
the  last  three  weeks  the  Solway  Haaf-netters  have 
done  well  with  both  salmon  and  sea-trout,  the  bulk  of 


their  catches  being  got  on  the  ebb  tide,  but  the  river 
netting,  especially  above  the  reach  of  the  tides,  has 
been  very  poor.  Only  moderate  sport  is  being  had 
with  the  clear-water  worm.  The  fly  and  bastard  at 
night  has  been  the  best  game.  Mr.  T.  Parkins  and  the 
brothers  Raiue  have  had  good  baskets,  but  thoy  are 
all-night  fishers,  and  have  to  work  hard  for  what  they 
get.— Silver  grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- The  little  rain  has 
been  more  appreciated  by  the  gardeners  and  farmers 
than  the  anglers,  as  it  has  produced  no  improved  con- 
dition m  the  sport  experienced,  and  the  river  has  not 
been  benefited.  Some  few  trout  have  been  taken  from 
the  Exe  and  Creedy  waters,  and  the  coarse  fish 
fraternity  have  been  energetic,  too.  I  hear  of  two 
carp  having  been  captured,  ^\h.  and  5Jlb.  respec- 
tively, and  some  perch  of  medium  size.  Rain 
would,  no  doubt,  improve  things  generally.  We  all  re- 
echo the  words,  "  Oh,  let  it  be  soon  !  "—Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
There  is  not  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  angling  of 
this  district  for  the  first  week  of  the  season .°  What 
was  really  wanted  was  a  good  heavy  downpour  that 
came  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  most  of  the  fishing 
quarters  are  all  the  better  for  it.  Among  the  events 
of  Saturday  was  the  annual  competition  among  the 
members  of  the  Spalding  Fishing  Club.  There  were 
thirteen  prizes  offered  and  the  fishing  took  place  at 
Surfleet  reservoir  about  five  miles  from  Spalding.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Pell  won  the  first  prize,  Mr.  T.  A.  Young  the 
second.  A  good  many  visitors  came  down  to  the 
district  for  the  week  end,  but  most  of  them  were  dis- 
appointed at  finding  weeds  blocking  up  their  favourite 
places.— Limpet.  ^ 
Idle  District  (North  Notts).  —  Only  a  few 
members  patronised  the  waters  below  Retford  this 
week.  Sport  has  embraced  eels,  dace  and  chub.  Dace 
fishers  have  done  very  well.  Several  have  taken  with 
gentles  thirty  to  forty  fish,  and  now  and  again  have 
they  landed  a  chub  of  decent  size.  Really  the  fishing 
of  this  district  is  not  up  to  much,  particularly  as  the 
Trent  a  little  further  on  is  in  fairly  good  fettle.  Some 
of  the  operators  about  Laneham  did  very  well.  Work 
on  the  drains  Haxey  way  has  been  very  quiet. — L. 

Lake  District.— Fishing  has  somewhat  improved 
in  the  district,  but  is  not  yet  good.  Consequent  on 
frequent  showers  during  the  past  week,  rivers  have 
assumed  more  attractive  proportions,  although  in  no 
case  has  flood  height  been  reached.  Night  fishing 
gives  best  results,  and  in  a  few  cases  takes  of  a  dozen  to 
twenty  have  been  secured,  though  this  is  above  the 
average.  Ten  to  twelve  pounds  of  trout  have,  however, 
also  been  secured  by  two  or  three  South  Westmorland 
anglers,  which  make  the  exception  to  the  rule  of  small 
averages.  Although  the  hay  harvest  has  commenced, 
a  day  or  two  of  heavy  rain  would  be  welcomed  by 
many. — W. 

Lake  Vyrn-wy  (North  Wales).— Good  weather 
and  good  fishing  have  been  the  rule  during  the  last 
week,  and  flies  of  a  fairly  large  size  are  again  taking 
the  place  of  the  very  small  flies  used  last  year.  The 
fish  are  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  fight  well. 
The  best  basket  on  June  19  was  made  by  Mr. 
Malpass,  nine  fish,  51b.  8oz.  On  June  20,  Captain 
Richards  killed  fifteen  fish,  81b.  14oz.  Mr.  Malpass, 
nine  fish,  51b.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  Gaskell  and  Captain 
Brewer,  five  each.  On  June  21,  Captain  Brewer 
and  Mr.  Gaskell  killed  nineteen  fish,  101b.  9oz.  ; 
Mr.  Malpass,  eleven  fish,  61b.  8oz. ;  Captain  Richards 
eight  fish,  61b.  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Martineau  three  fish 
lib.  8oz.  On  June  22  Captain  Brewer  and  Mr. 
Gaskell  killed  ten  fish,  61b.  2oz.,  Mr.  Malpass  seven 
fish,  41b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Sidebottom  four  fish  31b.  4oz.. 
On  June  24  Captain  Brewer  and  Mr.  Gaskell  killed 
twelve  fish,  81b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Malpass  ten,  51b.  12oz. 
On  June  26  Mr.  Sidebottom  killed  fifteen  fish,  91b.  6oz. 
Captain  Brewer  and  Mr.  Gaskell  fourteen,  91b.  14oz., 
Captain  Richards  ten,  71b.  loz.,  Mr.  Malpass  three, 
and  Mr.  Pilkington  two. — Long  Drift. 

Lark  (Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  West  Ilo-w, 
Isleham,  Ickling-ham,  etc.).— The  Lark  stream 
presented  on  June  23  a  most  miserable  and  dejected 
appearance.  There  was  scarcely  water  enough  in  the 
bed  of  the  river  to  cover  the  hack  fins  of  the  roach  and 
dace,  and  the  mud  that  was  exposed  in  hillocks  was 
covered  with  decomposed  weeds  and  rotten  vegetation. 
A  great  many  people  generally  drive  over  to  the  pretty 
village  of  Barton  Mills  on  Sundays  during  the  summer 
months  to  enjoy  a  quiet  ramble  by  the  water  side,  but 
their  pleasure  was  greatly  marred  on  Sunday  to  find 
the  river  nearly  dry.  Mr.  Howlett,  the  general  sec- 
retary of  the  Lark  Angling  Society,  was  repeatedly 
asked  the  question — how  it  was  the  water  was  so  run 
off,  and  the  only  reason  he  could  give  was  that  in 
consequence  of  the  masses  of  weeds  above  the  locks  the 
natural  flow  of  the  water  was  stopped  ;  beside  this,  the 
continued  drought  was  telling  its  tale,  and  there  is  a 
general  complaint  throughout  tha  whole  country  about 
the  extreme  lowness  of  the  water  in  our  rivers  and 
broads  ;  in  fact,  the  whole  watershed  is  greatly  below 
the  normal  level. — Raven. 

Littleport.  —  The  Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  waters  have  been  visited  by  several  anglers 
during  the  past  week  and  all  found  the  bream  on 


June  29,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


431 


the  feed.  The  keeper  reports  the  following  takes 
among  others,  27^1b.,  271b.,  231b.  221b.,  201b.,  151b., 
141b.,  and  two  of  101b.  each. — Percy  W.  Grav. 

Little  Oiise  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  now  the  weeds  are  cut,  and  is  nice  and 
clean.  There  has  been  some  good  bags  made  by  some 
of  the  natives  of  Brandon,  and  some  gentlemen  staying 
hpre  on  June  23  had  some  good  sxjort.  The  river  is 
full  of  fish  ;  they  are  taking  caddis  bait  just  now. 
There  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport.  Boats 
and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  Rolph,  Ram 
Hotel,  on  application. — I.  Rolph. 

iMVigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  having 
been  visited  by  some  good  falls  of  warm  rain,  which 
has  refreshed  the  iwater  and  also  the  land,  and  has 
greatly  improved  the  prospects  of  fishing  in  both 
streams.  The  weather  has  turned  fine  again,  and  the 
fish  are  now  moving  better  and  angling  has  been  fairly 
brisk  ;  some  good  lots  of  fine  trout  have  been 
taken. — Gwynne. 

Neue  (Feterborougfli). — Owing  to  the  continued 
lack  of  rain,  the  water  in  the  river  is  very  clear,  and 
anglers  are  of  opinion  that  much  will  not  be  attempted 
imtil  we  get  a  good  downfall  of  rain  to  well  flush  the 
river.  On  Monday,  however,  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic of  Peterborough  anglers  (Mr.  Ream)  tried 
his  luck  at  Castor,  and  had  some  good  sport  amongst 
the  roach,  taking  over  a  stone  weight,  twelve  of  the 
fish  weighing  more  than  a  pound. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigfli  Salterton). — Since  last  report 
a  useful  amount  of  rain  has  fallen  and  the  river  has 
been  much  benefited  thereby.  At  present  time  of 
reporting  Wednesday,  June  26,  really  hot  summer 
weather  prevails,  and  sport  must  be  mainly  relied  on 
during  the  evening.  On  June  20,  a  specimen  trout 
was  landed  in  the  public  water  here  in  the  fore- 
noon. He  weighed  lib.  lloz.,  and  was  in  faultless 
condition  and  beauty.  Though  a  common  trout,  the 
flesh  when  cooked  was  quite  pink,  which  is  not  usual 
with  the  "otter  "  brown  trout. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holjrwell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
Rain  is  wanted  now  to  put  more  colour  in  the  water. 
Chub  have  been  coming  on  the  last  two  days  to  the 
Bed  Palmer,  largest  3^1b.,  to-day  (Wednesday) ;  perch 
also  up  to  IJlb.  on  small  gudgeon.  We  are  pretty 
clear  of  weeds  this  season  here.  Roach  are  nice  and 
clean. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  —  The  water  has  not,  I 
believe,  in  this  neighbourhood  fished  so  well  so  early 
in  the  season  for  a  considerable  time  as  it  has  this 
year.  Amongst  the  fish  weighed  in  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association,  are 
roach  by  Mr.  Martell,  lib.  6Joz.  and  lib.  3oz.,  and  one 
of  lib.  4oz.  by  Mr.  Hammond.  A  bream  of  31b.  lOJoz. 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Bingo,  and  on  Tuesday 
morning  (June  25)  IMr.  Hammond  took  eighteen  of  the 
same  species,  the  three  largest  scaling  31b.  7oz., 
31b.  6^oz.,  and  31b.  3Joz.  Perch,  too,  of  which  there 
are  a  great  number  in  the  river,  have  been  "  mad  on." 
— C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  windy  weather  that  has 
prevailed  during  the  past  week  has  been  altogether 
against  good  sport,  and  but  few  anglers  have  cared  to 
face  it.  Roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  large 
numbers  have  been  taken.  A  few  chub  up  to  31b.  and 
hream  of  nearly  the  same  weight  have  been 
captured,  also  a  few  perch  and  small  jack.  We  have 
had  but  little  rain,  and  the  water  is  somewhat  clear  ; 
it,  however,  maintains  its  usual  level,  and  I  do  not 
understand  why  some  papers  describe  it  as  "  low  "  ;  it 
may  have  fallen  six  inches  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
but  only  for  a  few  hours. — W.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  rain,  which  commenced  to  fall  on 
Wednesday  in  last  week,  continued  for  several  days, 
during  which  time  many  welcome  showers  |fell,  and 
which  have  not  only  refreshed  the  face  of  the  country, 
hut  also  freshened  up  all  these  rivers,  which  are  now 
in  good  condition  for  all  kinds  of  angling.  Sport  has 
considerably  improved,  especially  with  coarse  fish  in 
the  Severn  and  Vymwy,  and  a  number  of  fine  eels 
have  also  been  taken  from  these  rivers.  A  very  large 
one,  more  than  30in.  in  length  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition, was  found  a  few  days  ago  stranded  in  a  small 
watercourse  a  considerable  distance  from  the  river. 

— VVRNWY. 

Sussex  Kivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — A  few  nice  showers  have  been  most  welcome 
and  rivers  as  a  rule  are  in  excellent  order.  A  few 
dace  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  at  Hamsey  with 
fly,  while  at  Lewes  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken, 
swimming  with  gentles.  The  tidal  waters  of  the 
Cuckmere  have  fished  well.  At  Alfriston  several  very 
fair  bream  were  landed.  Mr.  T.  Streeter  had  121b.  of 
good  fish.  The  Adur  has  yielded  a  few  roach  taken 
on  paste  and  a  carp  of  41b.  is  recorded  from  Henfield. 
Roach  sre  not  yet  in  condition  in  any  water  and  a 
month  later  bream  will  h^ve  materially  improved. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  far  too  weedy,  and  the 
water  off  colour.  A  good  freshet  is  wanted  "to  improve 
angling. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  rain  was  only  temporary, 
and  those  who  were  out  did  well.   I  heard  of  twelve 


fish  averaging  §lb.,  and  on  the  mere  a  good 
week's  sport,  some  fish  l^lb.  On  a  fishmonger's 
slab  last  Friday  (June  21)  could  be  seen  two  do/en 
trout,  not  one  over  four  inches  long,  supposed 
to  have  been  limed.  The  bass  fishing  was  also  good  ; 
one  rod  had  over  171b.  of  fish,  the  largest  over  21b.  in 
weight.  Rivers  have  gone  back  as  low  as  ever.  Net 
men  have  taken  some  large  peal.  -Rustv  (Iamk. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  —  The  river 
this  week  is  in  much  liettcr  order  with  the  recent 
rainfall.  Water  nmch  higher,  and  good  sport  may 
now  be  had  by  evening  fly  fishing,  and  very  good  with 
the  minnow  during  the  day.  At  time  of  writing 
(June  25)  we  are  quite  expecting  a  run  of  salmon. — H. 

■Whitton. — From  this  private  water  some  rare  good 
trout  have  been  caught,  and  the  number  is  by  far  in 
excess  of  many  5'ears  past. — Gnome. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been 
changeable  and  there  has  been  some  heavy  falls  of 
rain,  which  has  greatly  improved  the  rivers  and,  in 
fact,  done  good  all  round.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine  this  week  and  the  fish  more  inclined 
to  move  ;  they  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fl}'.  There 
is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  prospects  of  sport. 
— T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  now 

running  in  better  order  for  fishing,  having  been  visited 
with  some  good  falls  of  rain  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
which  has  refreshed  the  river  and  greatly  improved 
the  prospects  of  sport.  The  weather  has  been  fine, 
and  the  fish  have  been  moving  well  at  the  fly,  and  sport 
has  improved.  A  good  few  rods  have  been  out  in  this 
part,  and  have  used  Orl,  Sky  Blue,  Red  and  Brown 
Spinners,  Cowdmig,  Coachman,  Moths,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  and  some  good  trout  have  been  landed. 
With  continued  fine  weather  sport  will  be  good  in  this 
district. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  heavy  storms  were 
prevalent  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  21  and 
22,  the  Trent  still  remains  low  and  fine,  and  in 
good  order.  Chub  have  risen  to  the  fly  rather  more 
satisfactorily.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  David  Slater  landed 
twelve  in  less  than  an  hour  and  I  got  a  few  with 
cad-baits,  best  21b.  8oz.  Odd  barbel  have  been  taken 
with  worms,  heaviest  4Jlb.,  by  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  from 
Muskham-bridge.  A  few  bream  have  been  landed 
from  the  "  dead  "  waters,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  3Joz.  by 
Mr.  J.  Fenton.  Amongst  other  fish  may  be  mentioned 
a  perch,  lib.  2|oz.,  by  Mr.  T.  Davis. — Trentsider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire). — 
The  river  up  here  amongst  the  Cotswold  Hills  keeps  in 
very  good  order  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  trout  rise 
well  in  the  evening  and  early  morning.  Several  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  "  Swan  "  water,  and  some  good 
trout  have  been  creeled.  l\Ir.  Severn  got  three-and-a- 
half  brace  on  the  Biburj-  Court  waters.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  also  been  fishing  these  waters.  Amongst  others 
who  have  been  out  are  JMessrs.  Davis,  senr.  and  jun., 
Mills,  John  Morgan,  etc. — Sherry  Spinner. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  IVIon.) — Water  still  very  low ; 
the  bed  of  the  river  is  in  a  filthy  state.  A  few  fisher- 
men have  been  out  evening  fishing.  Mr.  Will  Powell 
caught  a  nice  trout  weighing  lib.  12oz.  with  the  Fein 
Fly  on  Friday  evening  (June  21). — E.  J.  Delafield. 

'Witham.etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Fishing  on  the  Witham  has  been  by  no  means  cheering. 
The  water  is  very  clear  and  weeds  are  so  plentiful  in 
the  lower  lengtlis  that  a  boat  has  to  be  chartered  if 
sport  is  to  be  got  at  all.  There  are  some  good  bream  to 
be  got  hold  of  at  different  places.  From  the  Sleaford 
Canal  fish  have  been  landed  up  to  4Jlb.,  and  although 
a  few  roach  have  been  caught,  they  are  very  poor  as 
yet.  Several  fine  tench  have  also  come  to  hand,  but 
the  best  fs'j,  so  far  as  condition  is  concerned,  are 
perch. — Lrci. 

"Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  are  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  but  very  few  fish 
have  been  taken,  as  the  fish  appear  yet  to  be  glutted 
with  May  Fly,  and  will  not  be  tempted  scarcely  with 
any  lure  that  is  shown  to  them.  The  only  catch  I 
hear  of  worthy  of  note,  is  one  brace  weighing  41b., 
taken  by  Mr.  W.  Frost,  Matlock  Bath,  with  natural 
minnow,  spinning.  It  is  requested  that  anglers  using 
this  bait  will  be  very  careful  how  they  take  the  hooks 
out  of  under-sized  trout,  as  several  have  been  found 
dead  in  the  river  at  Matlock  Dale.  The  rain  we  had 
last  week  did  not  affect  these  waters  only  for  a  few 
hours. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  'Wharf e,  Nidd,  Costa,  etc.— The 
rains  of  the  past  week  have  been  of  a  very  partial 
character  but  the  Yore  has  had  about  a  foot  of  fresh 
water  down,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  is  a  good  colour 


"Selected  Hokse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  (lualitv, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  foi 
flies,  23.  Od.  Dropp'er  lengths,  ready  knitted,  23.  per  lixi.  Hair 
casts,  selected.  Is.  each  ;  58.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  id.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies.  Is.  4d.  each  ;  i  flies,  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds. — J.  B.  Miller,  Northern  .■Vnglars' 
Depot,  19,  New  St»tion-ttreet.  Lpp^». 


for  fly  fishing;  and  sport  between  Hawes  and  Middle- 
ham  has  slightly  improved.  The  coarse  fishing  so  far 
has  not  been  good,  but  on  Thursday  June  20,  Mr.  Moxon 
caught  a  fine  barbel  weighing  8Jlb. ;  the  fisli,  a  verj' 
good  specimen,  has  been  handed  to  me  for  preser- 
vation. Although  otters  have;  been  seen  frequently  of 
late  Mr.  Buckley's  hounds  did  not  find  one  in  the  river 
between  Hawes  and  ilipon.  I  hear  from  the  Swale 
that  the  grayling  have  risen  well  since  the  opening  of 
the  season  to  the  Blue  Dun  and  Orange  Bumble  flies. 
Mr.  W.  Franks,  of  Northallerton,  the  other  night, 
showed  a  nice  basket  of  grayling,  all  of  which  had  been 
caught  with  the  Blue  Dun  fly.  Mr.  E.  Metcalfe  and 
Mr.  Blackett  wcr-  out  the  other  night  on  tlie  Wiske. 
They  fished  with  brandling  worms,  and  Mr.  Metcalfe 
was  successful  in  creeling  five  brace  of  fish,  which 
included  five  splendid  roach,  while  Mr.  Blackett 
caught  a  few  fine  roach,  and  a  Leeniing 
angler  captured  eight  very  fine  trout.  Mr. 
W.  C.  Platts  says  the  Wharfe  is  still  very  low, 
and  the  river-bed  full  of  aquatic  vegetable  filth,  so 
that  fishing  is  a  sore  trial  to  the  temper.  I  do  not 
hear  of  man)' anglers  being  out — a  few  in  the  evenings, 
but  the  baskets  are  very  light.  I  had  a  bit  of  good 
fun  with  the  chub  on  a  private  length  last  Friday 
morning  (June  21) — got  over  a  stone  and  three  trout 
in  two-and-a-half  hours  with  upstream  worm.  Been 
out  for  a  few  hours  on  the  Ilkley  length  this  morning 
(June  24).  Got  five  decent  trout  with  upstream  worm, 
and  desperately  hard  work.  No  one  else  out  apparently. 
Some  of  the  "bottom"  fishermen  at  Tadcaster, 
Ulleskelf,  etc.,  have  made  good  baskets,  the  heaviest 
consisting  of  dace,  chub  roach,  etc.,  weighing  181b. 
Several  club  competitions  have  been  brought  off  in  the 
Derwent. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.I. 

— On  June  18  eight  anglers  were  on  Lochs  Veyatil, 
Cama,  Urigill,  and  Boarlan.  Baskets  ranged  from 
1§  doz.  to  10  doz.  trout,  and  from  71b.  to  321b.  in  weight : 
the  total  by  all  rods  being  272  trout,  7Silb.  On  June 
19  the  anglers  out  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrv  Campbell, 
Uxbridge,  110  trout,  32Jlb. :  Mr.  Laing,"  Kelso,  51, 
131b.;  Mr.  Gunson,  15,''6|lb. ;  Messrs.  MacLaurin 
and  Coupar,  Glasgow,  100,  281b.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Haslum,  Liverpool,  39, 121b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  44, 12^lb. ; 
Professor  Harrower,  Aberdeen,  39,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Roper, 
27,  111b.;  and  Messrs.  Howard  and  Vicars,  90,  241b. 
Total  for  the  day,  515  trout,  152^1b.  On  June  2L 
baskets  ranged  up  to  80  trout,  241b.  Mr.  Laing, 
however,  got  two  ferox,  of  6^1b.  and  IJlb. — B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  'Waters  (Sutherlandshire) . 
— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had.  Mr.  Steel— June  IS  (16,  91b., 
1  salmon,  161b.,  and  1  ferox,  .31b.);  19th  (47,  16Jlb)  ; 
20th  (40,  161b.),;  21st  (181b.);  22nd  (161b.).  Misses 
Adlard  and  Hewett— 18th  (45,  13^1b.)  ;  19th  (37, 141b.) ; 
20th  (27,  101b.);  21st  (121b.);  22nd  (1.31b.).  Messrs. 
Hall  and  Shaw— 18th  (45,  141b.)  ;  19th  (22,  91b.) ;  20tli 
(32,  101b.)  ;  21st  (141b.).  Messrs.  Adlard  and  Hewett  — 
18th  (18,  81b.)  ;  19th  (35,  121b.) ;  20th  (25,  101b.)  ;  21. st 
(llilb.)  ;  22nd  (14Ib.).  Mr.  Hall— 22nd  (101b.,  1  sea- 
trout,  lib.).— D.  M. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thurso,  N.B  )— On 
20fch  June,  Mr.  Gordon  Stuart,  on  the  tidal  waters 
(Naver  estuary),  got  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  121b., 
besides  seven  sea-trout,  one  of  which  weighed  21b.,  and 
the  whole  61b.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddel. — The  angler's  heart  i; 
now  rejoicing — rain  has  come  at  last,  and  to  som"* 
time.  All  the  rivers  are  in  full  flood,  and  according 
to  the  most  experienced  anglers  there  has  not  been 
such  a  run  of  sea-trout  for  ten  years.  All  the 
whammel  nets  are  off  the  Solway,  thus  there  is 
entirely  free  access  from  the  Solway  to  the  top  of  the 
Esk.  Sea-trout  are  literally  in  thousands.  Before 
the  flood  came  the  following  sport  amongst  others 
was  had: — In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  R.  Coltart  one 
sea-trout,  Mr.  T.  Morrison  three,  Mr.  C.  Elliot  four 
(one  4Jlb.),  Mr.  W.  Jackson  one,  31b.,  Mr.  W. 
Wheatherston  two,  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  six,  and  Mr. 
C.  Nunq  one.  In  upper  waters.  Sir.  W.  Hyslop, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  sixty  yellow  trout  in  Meggat  with 
clear  worm  fishing ;  Mr.  C.  Byers  seventy-two  yellow 
trout  in  same  water.  Mr.  W.  Crlendinning  ninety-nine 
yellow  trout  in  Bash  Burn.  Mr.  W.  Hyslop,  Eskdale 
Hotel,  forty-eight  in  J^wes.  Mr.  W.  Storey  one  sea- 
trout,  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  two,  Mr.  W.  Wheatherston 
one.  Last  week,  after  a  few  showers.  Mr.  T.Morrison, 
jun.,  seven  sea-trout,  beauties  new  run,  Mr.  T.  Mor- 
rison, sen.,  three  sea-trout,  jMr.  A.  MacMillan  three. 
Captain  Broadiuusi  one  121b.  salmon  in  lower  water. — 
Since  the  flood:  Mr.  F.  Storey  six  sea-trout,  Mr.  Joe 
.Anderson,  three.  Mr.  Scott,  Paisley,  three.  Mr.  T.  Mor- 
rison three,  Mr.  J.  tlraham  one.  ^Ir.  D.  Elliot  one.  Mr. 
.\.  Thomson  three,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  two,  Mr.  Jas. 
Reed  two,  Jlr.  C.  Elliot  one.  Mr.  W.  A.  Connell  four 
sea-trout  and  thirty  yellow  trout  with  the  fly ;  Mr. 
Law  one  salmon  in  I'anonbie  water;  Mr.  S.  Slater 
thirty  yellow  trout  in  Ewes;  Mr.  3.  Jack.son  eight 
dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  G.  Elliot  five  sea  trout  in 
Craylevel  water;  Jlr.  G,  Law  one  salmon  91b.  and 
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thirteen  sea-trout  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  W.  Mundell 
one  sea-trout  31b.  The  river  is  now  in  good  order,  and 
there  are  good  prospects.— W.  Douglas. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Owing 
to  discouraging  circumstances  this  river  has  been  very 
little  fished.  Still,  Mr.  John  Munro,  keeper.  Gledfield, 
on  Moreing's  rod,  landed  six  fish  up  to  161b. ;  and  on 
Monday,  June  24,  one  salmon,  171b.  River  now  in 
good  order. — B. 

Deveron  (Banflfsliire).— The  rise  in  the  water  of 
the  Deveron  was  only  of  short  duration,  and  for  the 
most  part  of  this  week  the  stream  was  almost  as  low 
as  it  generally  is  during  the  summer  season.  Conse- 
quently anglers  had  but  limited  sport,  and  we  hear  of 
very  little  having  been  done  during  the  past  week. 
The  run  of  fish  has  almost  abated,  the  number  netted 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  being  small  for  the  past 
three  days.  On  the  coast  grilse  are  coming  on  in  good 
numbers,  and  the  yield  at  some  of  the  stations  is 
better  than  that  of  the  corresponding  week  last  j-ear. 
They  are  of  capital  quality,  and  average  41b. — H.'W. 

Deveron  (Huntly).— On  one  or  two  occasions  of 
late  Deveron  and  its  tributaries  have  been  in  fiood ; 
the  last  was  on  the  23rd,  but  the  outcome  as  to 
salmon  and  grilse  has  been  rather  disappointing, 
having  only  heard  of  one  salmon  (201b.)  and  two  grilse 
being  caught.  Clear  water  wormers  are  trying  their 
best  with  trout.  Mr.  F.  G.  Faed  fished  last  week,  and 
had  in  all  150  trout,  weighing  .5TJlb. ;  his  largest  trout 
was  21b.  5oz.  Mr.  Jos.  Williamson  had  a  nice  little 
basket  on  the  25th,  his  largest  being  31b.  From  the  24th 
Deveron  has  been  rather  large  and  da  rk  for  the  worm,  but 
should  be  in  good  ply  now. — D.W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had.  Mr.  Hurst— June  18  (10,  61b.)  ;  19th 
(9,  41b.)  :  20th  (20,  81b.) ;  21st  (17,  81b.).  Colonel 
Wade— 18th  (12,  81b.) ;  22nd  (10,  41b.).  Colonel  Wade 
and  Master  Wade— 20th  (27,  91b.).  Mr.  Frost— 19th 
(2,  Iflb.).  Colonel  Payler— 19th  (18,  61b.) ;  20th  (14, 
5Jlb.) ;  22nd  (5, .71b.,  heaviest  41b.).  Professor  Purdie 
—19th  (12,  51b.):  21st  (1,  lib.).  Mrs.  Purdie-21st 
(1,  l^lb.).  Mr.  Hawkins— 19th  (10,  41b.)  ;  22nd  (6, 
31b.).  Mr.  Booth— 20th  (1,  21b.).  Master  Wade— 21st 
(13,  41b.).  Messrs.  Moncur  and  Warren— 21st  (14, 
51b.) ;  22nd  (12,  41b.).  Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling— 
22nd  (30,  lljlb.).— W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth).- Agpod  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during 
the  week,  and  good  sport  has  been  the  consequence  on 
the  Isla  and  its  tributaries,  the  favourite  flies  being 
Hare's  Lug  aud  Hackles.  There  are  a  good  many 
summer  visitors,  and  the  different  streams  have  been 
well  patronised.  The  lochs  have  done  well,  baskets 
being  usually  good,  and  the  trout  running  up  to  41b. 
Lady  Kinloch  has  been  getting  good  sport  on  the 
private  pond  of  the  Glenisla  shootings.— L\s<;aik. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — Rather  better  sport  is 
to  be  recorded  this  week,  though  the  weather  continues 
oold  and  unseasonable,  with  a  changeable  wind.  Tues- 
day was  perhaps  the  most  disappointing  day  of  the 
season.  The  sky  and  wind  were  apparently  almost 
perfect,  though  the  atmosphere  was  rather  chilly. 
Scarcely  a  fish  was  seen  all  day,  however,  and  the 
Hatches  were  exceedingly  meagre.  Twenty-two  mem- 
bers of  the  Dunfermline  Club  competed,  and  captured 
166  trout,  12211).  First,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  tliirty  trout, 
151b.  3oz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  J.  Reid,  fourteen  trout, 
91b.  3oz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Fortune,  eleven  trout,  91b.  loz. 
Thirteen  members  of  the  West  of  Scotland  Club 
captured  ninety-nine  trout,  6OII1.  4oz.  First,  Mr.  C. 
Thomson,  twelve  trout,  .Sib.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  D. 
Duncan,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  Twenty-eight  members 
of  the  Dundee  Club  secured  sixty-four  trout,  511b.  loz. 
First,  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills,  six  trout,  61b.  loz.  Nine 
members  of  the  Falkirk  Club  had  only  twenty-one 
trout,  181b.  80Z.  First,  Mr.  C.  Malcolm,  five  trout, 
51b.  3oz.— R.L. 

Iioch  Ness  (royers).— Fishing  Loch  Bran  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  June  19,  Mr.  H.  Smith  had  eleven 
trout,  41b.  ;  and  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  D.  Macgregor,  of 
Dundee,  one  salmon,  7^1b.,  and  one  grilse,  SJlb.  On 
the  20th,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  D.  Macgregor,  eleven 
trout,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Tilston,  one  salmon,  81b.  On  the 
21st,  on  Loch  Ness,  INIr.  Tilston,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and 
one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Smith,  eleven  trout,  51b.,  on 
Loch  Bran.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Smith,  twelve  trout, 
■  5Jlb.,  on  Locli  Mhor.— S.  Til.ston. 

Iioch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).- Mr.  Nutnian,  fishing 
for  nine  days  from  this  hotel,  from  June  1  to  June  15, 
captured  seventy-two  trout  weighing  521b.,  large.st  41b. 
— John  IMacKay. 

Loch  Kuthven.— On  June  17,  Mr.  Alex.  Mactavish 
had  fifty-eight  trout,  211b.  On  June  19,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davidson,  twenty-three  trout,  7ilb.  ;  Mr.  L.  D.  Muir, 
thirty-one  trout,  ll|lb.  On  June  20,  Mr.  L.  d! 
Muir,  twenty  trout,  81b.,  and  on  June  22  thirty-eight 
trout,  14^1b. — J.  Geaham  &  Co. 

Kaver— Eettyhill(via  Thurso,  IT.B.).— Although 
conditions  have  been  very  unfavourable,  astray  salmon 
is  now  and  again  got  on  the  lower  beats.  This  week 
condition  are  improving. — B. 

North-£ast  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  again 
been  in  flood.  On  Monday  the  Dee  rose  considerably, 
and  the  Don,  which  has  hitherto  moved  but  little, 


was  big  and  black  with  Sundav's  rains.'  Sport  has 
greatly  revived,  and  angling  matters  would  be  bright 
indeed  for  the  summer  season  were  there  more  anglers 
forward.  On  the  Balmoral  section  good  sport  con- 
tinues to  bo  got  by  those  caring  to  try.  On  the 
Braemar  waters,  Mrs.  Illingworth  and  Master  Percy 
had  a  fair  time  of  it.  considering  the  dull  state  of 
matters  ekewhere.  On  Wednesday  (June  26)  the 
Invercauld  party  at  Ballater  creeled  three  beautiful 
salmon  of  81b.,  8Alb.,  and  101b.,  and  several  have  been 
landed  since  then.  On  the  Glonland  and  Dennet 
sections  fish  have  been  moving  from  the  lower  waters. 
On  the  Don  the  natural  bait  is  the  only  thing  yielding 
good  creels.  On  the  Kintore  waters  Mr.  Percy 
Shepherd  creeled  a  fair  basket  on  June  25,  of  fine 
trout,  all  to  the  fly,  whilst  several  other  anglers  also 
did  well,  after  the  late  rise  in  the  river  on  the 
Kintore,  Parkhill,  and  Grandholm  sections.  On  the 
Ugie,  Mr.  William  Ingram,  on  Thursday  last,  creeled 
15Jlb.  yellow  trout,  clear  water,  worming  up  stream, 
whilst  Mr.  Thomson,  Bronte  Cottage,  also  did  exceed- 
ingly well.  They  have  not  had  a  bad  day  since 
Tuesday,  the  17th.  Sir.  Percy  Smith  and  friend  had 
a  week  on  the  Ugie,  but  the  weather  was 
mostly  indifferent,  and  they  had  only  a  few 
trout  each  day.  Sport  on  the  Deveron  is  much 
better,  but  chiefly  to  natural  baits.— G.M. 

Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  N.B.).— 
On  June  17  and  18,  Lochs  Griam  and  Shin  were  fished 
by  Messrs.  Walker,  Coupar  Angus ;  Mrs.  and  Iiliss 
Walker,  Coupar  Angus ;  Mr.  Caldecott,  London ;  Mr. 
Jennings,  London;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London  ; 
and  others.  Baskets  went  up  to  nineteen  trout,  71b., 
besides  a  fcio.r  of  3^1b.  On  June  19,  Lochs  Shin. 
Merkland,  and  Griarn  were  fished  by  a  dozen  anglers, 
and  baskets  ranged  from  one  dozen  "to  three-and-a-half 
dozen,  and  from  51b.  to  IBilb. ;  the  heaviest  trout  was 
l^lh.  On  June  20,  Lochs  Shin,  Gorm,  and  Griam  were 
fished  by  thirteen  anglers.  The  best  baskets  were  by 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott,  Carlisle,  with  one-and-a- 
half  dozen  trout,  7^1b.,  and  Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Don- 
caster,  and  Mrs.  I'aber,  twenty-nine  trout,  71b.  On 
June  21,  baskets  from  one  to  four  dozen,  and  from  61b. 
to  13ilb.  ;  the  heaviest  trout,  2^1b.,  was  caught  by 
Miss  Dixon,  London. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  N.B.).— 
During  the  past  week  the  following  anglers  had 
excellent  sport  on  the  surrounding  lochs  ;  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  Hardinge.  Dr.  Sutherland,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr. 
Adams,  and  others,  but  full  details  cannot  be  given. 
On  Monday  (June  24)  a  basket  of  eleven  trout,  141b., 
was  made.  Several  trout  over  21b.  have  been  got. 
Prospects  good. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — A  welcome  rain  fell  on 
Saturday  evening,  June  22,  and  the  border  rivers  were 
placed  in  spate  on  the  following  morning.  With 
several  additional  heavy  showers,  most  of  the  streams 
were  in  yellow  flood  on  Monday.  Bait  fishers 
were  out  in  numbers,  but  the  sport  was  not  of  niucli 
account.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the  spate  had 
risen  two  feet  higher  so  as  to  give  the  rivers  a 
thorough  scouring.  Since  Monday,  sea-trout  have 
been  running  through  all  the  lower  reaches  to  the 
middle  and  higher  stretches.  The  sporting  trout 
known  in  the  Solvvay  ?'ivers  as  the  herling,  and  termed 
in  the  Carlisle  Eden  the  whiting,  are  shortly,  expected 
to  run.  The  Annan  generally  gets  its  run  of  these 
trout  a  week  or  ten  days  earlier  than  tlie  other  Solway 
streams.  In  the  lower -\nnan  Mr.  Nicholson  caught 
two  herling  with  worm  bait  and  lost  a  large  sea  trout 
of  between  Hlb.  and  41b.  lij' the  gut  giving  way.  Mr. 
Willie  Johnstone  killed  one  herling  with  fly.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  killed  a  fine  sea  trout  of 
2^1b.  with  fly  at  Violet  Bank  stream.  The  former  at 
the  Distillery  caught  three  sea  trout  with  worm  bait  on 
Monday  in  the  Northfield  water.  In  the  Shielahill  and 
upper  waters  some  fine  baskets  have  been  taken  of 
yellow  trout.  One  rod  had  a  catch  of  161b.  the  other 
day,  and  Mr.  Henry  Boyd  had  a  capital  l)asket.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Baird,  Todhilimuir,  killed  a  sea  trout  of  2Jlb., 
besides  a  creel  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Kinnel  on  Friday 
(June  21).  In  a  number  of  the  private  aud  semi- 
pri\  ate  reaches  sea  trout  are  now  being  caught,  and  the 
catches  should  be  better  when  the  waters  and  weather 
settle. — PIeathkrbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Everything  considered,  sport 
was  faifiy  good  last  week,  but  with  a  rise  of  the  liver 
with  recent  heavy  rainfalls  it  should  very  considerably 
improve.  From  the  Laggan  House  water  on  Tuesday 
(June  25)  Mr.  Sharp,  fisherman,  landed  a  couple  of 
sea  trout  weighing  51b.  each  ;  and  on  Thursday 
(June  20)  two  salmon  of  lO^lb.  and  S^lb.,  both  fine 


'hoLLuWAVS  pills  and  ointment.  During-  piercing 
winds  and  e.\cessive  variations  uf  tempeiatiue  evevy  one  is  more 
or  less  lialile  to  internal  and  e.\te]i:al  di.sea.-e.  ilirr.nf,  clie.st, 
liver,  Ijowel.s,  liidney.s,  and  sl;in  all  sutler  in  some  liegree,  and 
may  lie  relieved  by  rubljing  in  tiiis  (Hntment,  aided  by  proper 
doses  of  tile  Pills,  for  a<liniiiitfering  uliieii  full  directions 
accompany  eacli  bo.x  ;  in  tinth,  anyone  who  thoroughly  masters 
lloUowaj  's  "  instructions  '  will,  in  remed>inf;  disease,  exchange 
the  lanonr  of  an  hour  for  the  in  otit  of  a  lifetime.  All  bronchial, 
pulmonary,  and  throat  disoiders  require  that  the  Ointment 
should  be  thoroughly  well  iu1)l)ed  upon  the  skin  twice  a  day 
with  great  regularity,  consioerable  briskness,  and  much 
persistence. 


newly  run  fish.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water  on 
Monday  (June  24),  Rev.  W.  Olive  killed  a  salmon  of 
71b.,  on  Tuesday  (June  25)  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  on 
Wednesday  (June  26)  one  of  Silb.,  and  a  salmon  of 
ISJlb.— J.M. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  June  17,  Mr.  Freeman,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  had  eleven  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Juno  18,  Mr. 
Kirkbride,  on  Loch  Crooach,  four  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs. 
Cokayne,  on  Loch  Slam,  nineteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Freeman,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten  trout,  4^1b.  On 
June  19,  Mr.  Kirkbride,  on  Loch-na-Lacon, "eighteen 
trout,  71b. ;  Mv.  Freeman,  on  Loch  Loyal,  seven  trout, 
81b. ;  Messrs.  Cokayne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirty  trout, 
111b.  On  June  20,  Mr.  Freeman,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
six  trout,  61b.,  and  one  salmon,  f  ^Ib.  ;  Messrs.  Cokayne, 
on  Loch  Crocach,  nine  trout,  6^ lb.  On  June  22,  Mr.' 
Freeman,  on  the  Kyle,  five  trout,  6ilb. ;  Messrs! 
Cokayne,  on  Loch  Slam,  nine  trout,  4^1b. ;  Mr.  Gibbs, 
on  Loch  Crocach,  sixteen  trout,  6^1b.— M.  McInnks. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
As  the  result  of  the  rains  last  week  the  rivers  rose  to 
the  extent  of  two  feet,  which  was  not  enough  to 
thoroughly  clean  the  river  beds,  but  a  good  deal  of 
loose  sediment  has  been  carried  away,  and  the  effect 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  beneficial.  Trout  anglers  have 
had  good  baskets  with  minnow,  worm,  and  fly.  This 
partial  flood,  occurring  during  the  weekly  close  time 
for  netting,  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  ascent 
of  some  fresh  fish  from  the  sea,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  so  long  as  the  conditions  prove  favour- 
able some  sport  may  be  obtained  with  newly- run 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout.  At  Makerstoun  Mr. 
Fairbairn  had  on  Monday  (June  24)  a  nice  clean  sea 
trout  of  61b. ;  on  the  Tweed  on  Monday  (June  24)  Mr. 
E.  G.  Bond  had  101b.  of  trout,  Mr.  Steward  121b.,  Mr. 
J.  Ormiston  101b.,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  lli-lb.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Steel  71b.,  including  one  trout  of  21b.  On  the  Eden 
Mr.  J.  Thompson  had  101b.,  Mr.  J.  Hogg  7|lb.,  Mr. 
Geo.  Fairbairn  121b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Shell  7Jlb.— 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — The  continual  rain  of  Saturday  and  Sunday 
(June  22  and  23)  caused  a  flood  in  the  trfbutaries,  and 
the  main  river  rose  six  inches  and  continues  dis- 
coloured at  time  of  writing.  This  has  caused  a  large 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  to  pass  over  all  the  weirs 
from  the  Caronroe  section,  where  nearly  all  the  fish  of 
the  season  had  to  remain,  not  being  able  to  get  over 
the  high  weir  oru account  of  the  very  low  state  of  the 
water.  The  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  reaches,  that  only 
held  a  few  fish,  are  now  well  stocked,  and  as  soon  as 
the  water  clears  there  is  certain  to  be  good  sport.  A 
large  number  of  salmon  were  taken  on  the  shrimp  at 
Caronroe  for  the  past  week,  but  I  will  take  no  notice 
of  fish  thus  taken  in  future.  On  the  Kilrea  reach, 
Mr.  Wilson  took  four  fish  since  last  report,  .31b., 
U\h.,  61b.  and  16^1b.  ;  Mr.  McCorry  two,  71b.  and 
ll^lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Coates  one,  ejlb.  Trout  fishing  con- 
tinues good  on  all  the  reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee, 
Rosharkin,  co.  Antrim. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  in 
better  order  after  the  rains.  As  usual,  Woodburn 
Dams  are  giving  fair  sport  to  city  anglers.  On  Thurs- 
day Mr.  Edward  Hunter  killed  eight  trout,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Taylor  seven,  whilst  Messrs.  J.  J.  Longhead,  J. 
Murray,  S.  R.  Agnevv,  H.  Douglas,  Blakely  McNeill 
and  F.  Scully  had  some  success.  Killing  flies,  Hare's 
Ear  and  Wickham.  From  3.30  a.m.  to  noon  on 
Friday  a  professional  killed  thirty  trout  on  the  Cludy, 
from  {lb.  to  lib.  during  a  freshet.  Same  day,  on 
Crumlen,  your  correspondent  caught  half  a  dozen 
trout  and  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism — a  "mixed 
bag."— J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Stivers. — Sport  is  showing  up  very  much  on 
all  the  principal  Cork  rivers  where  anglers  have  been 
out.  Salmon,  peal,  and,  on  those  waters  that  hold 
them,  sea  trout  are  numerous,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  better. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  first  great  run  of  grilse  or 
peal,  commenced  in  the  Corrib  last  week  and  has 
continued  since,  so  that  the  river  is  now  well  stocked 
with  them.  Amongst  the  anglers  lately  out  were 
Colonel  Wetherall,  Captain  F.  L.  Williams,  Mr. 
Herring,  Captain  Cunliffe,  Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Hill.  The  rainv  weather  seems  to  have  nassed  off  again. 
— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  follow- 
ing arc  the  particulars  of  the  number  of  salmon 
captured  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week  : — Dr. 
Aiken  landed  two  salmon,  of  171b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  E.  A. 
Ralli  landed  four  salmon,  of  2gib.,  151b.,  131b.,  and 
51b.  The  291b.  fish  captured  by  Mr.  Ralli  was  a 
beautiful-shaped  fresh  run  salmon,  and  was  killed  on  a 
fly  of  Regan's,  quite  a  small  fly,  and  one  of  their  well- 
known  Erne  pattern  (named  tiie  Yellow  Silk).  This  is 
mucii  the  iarj^est  salmon  caught  on  the  Erne  this  yrar 
so  far.  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  landed  six  salmon  during 
the  past  week,  of  141b.,  13^11).,  141b.,  71b.,  141b.,  and 
6ib.  Mr.  T.  U.  Pike  landed  three,  of  14Jlb.,  61b.,  and 
51b,  and  also  several  trout. — M.  Rogan  axd  Soss. 

Erne  (Belleek).— IMr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  of  Liver- 
pool, has  had  more  sport  in  this  river  among  salmon. 
On   June  17th    he  killed  a  salmon  of   171b.,  on 
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Wednesday  (June  19th)  one  of  131b.,  and  on  Thursday 
(June  20th)  one  of  161b.  During  the  past  fortnight 
Mr.  Johnston  killed  thirteen  salmon  (heaviest  221b.), 
weighing  a  total  of  187f  lb.,  all  with  fly.  He  had  also 
twenty-nine  trout,  weighing  -Sljlb.  Mr.  Johnston  is  a 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers  Club,  and  one  of  the  best 
Hy  fishers  in  Liverpool. — Heathebbell. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  shown  considerable 
improvement  on  all  the  principal  Kerry  rivers  where 
anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report.  Salmon  and 
peal  appear  to  be  generally  numerous,  especially  in 
the  waters  in  the  Killarney  district.  Prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  good,  as  salmon  and  peal  are 
arriving  in  more  than  average  numbers.  This  is 
specially  true  of  the  Waterville  (Currane),  Laune, 
Feale,  Main,  Cashen,  Smerlagb,  Gale,  Inuy,  and 
Cummeragh  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Though  the  weather  has  not  been  very 
favourable,  generally  speaking,  for  angling,  sport  has 
been  good  at  salmon  and  brown  trout  on  the  majority 
of  the  principal  Killarney  waters  since  last  report,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  good,  as  we 
anticipated  some  time  ago. — T.  J.  D. 

Leenane  (Killery  Bay,  Connemara).  —  The 
EriS  River  is  now  in  full  flood,  and  anglers  qji  the 
look  out  for  first-class  salmon  fishing  should  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  obtain  good  sport. 
The  river  has  been  open  for  some  time,  and  tickets 
can  be  obtained  at  Leenane.  A  gentleman  fishing 
from  Leenane  Hotel  got  a  fine  spring  fish,  161b.,  on 
Saturday  (June  22),  and  had  a  second  on,  about  101b., 
for  ten  minutes.  Same  angler  had  three  fine  salmon 
and  two  sea-trout.  The  river  is  in  excellent  condition, 
and  peel  are  running  up  fi'eely. — R.  H.  ^McKeown. 

Lougfh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  is  showing  much  improvement  at  sea  and  brown 
trout,  but  only  a  few  pjel  have  been  had  since  last 
report,  and  no  salmon,  as  far  as  I  am  aware  of.  The 
best  baskets  were  one  of  eight  sea  trout,  had  in  a  few 
hours  on  one  day  by  James  T.  Leary,  a  local  pro- 
fessional, which  weighed  201b.,  and  one  of  two  x^eel 
(ll^lb.)  and  three  sea  trout  (81b.)  got  by  Johnny 
Rrennan,  another  professional,  on  another  day.  Some 
sea  trout  have  been  had  on  the  Cummeragh  and 
Inny,  but  no  salmon. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  melvin. —  Some  first-rate  trout-fishing  was 
enjoyed  during  the  past  week,  and  a  number  of  fine 
baskets  of  trout  were  taken,  several  of  them  containing 
from  twenty-three  to  thirty-seven  trout,  with  a  lot  of 
decent  sized  gillaroo  trout  amongst  them.  Captain. 
F.  W.  Jones,  Dr.  W.  G.  Dunwoody,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
Cullen,  and  Mr.  Wren  were  amongst  the  successful 
anglers.  Mr.  A.  Hinds  landed  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  June 
21,  and  Mr.  C.  Wood  one  of  £^lb.  on  June  24.  Several 
fine  brown  trout,  weighing  irom  2Jlb.  to  3Jlb.,  were 
taken  by  other  anglers  during  the  past  week  (trolling). 
Sport  continues  good  at  time  of  writing. —M.  Rogas 

AND  SOKS. 

IVIourne  (Newtonstewart,   co.  Tyrone). — The 

Mourne  is  now  in  very  good  order,  and  a  fair  number 
of  salmon  are  up.  This  week  four  fish  were  killed, 
heaviest  181b.  Dr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Carter  are  due 
this  week  for  salmon  fishing.  A  Mr.  H.  M.  Clenaghan 
is  credited  with  a  71b.  brjwn  trout  and  sixteen  other 
trout,  but  have  not  learned  full  particulars.  We 
regret  to  say  that  the  new  regulations  uu  this  river 
are  not  working  out  well. '  A  number  of  farmers  who 
purchased  their  holdings  from  '  the  Church  Tem- 
poralities claim  fishery  rights  over  j^arts  of  the  water 
lately  acquired  by  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery 
Company. — J.  .\.  R. 

^oy,  lioug^hs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  the  river  was  out 
of  order  most  part  of  the  week.  Captain  Bloss  Lynch 
had  one  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  one  grilse,  61b. ; 
Dr.  Carter,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  5|lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Connep, 


Lyra  PiscaTuria  ;  Origii  al  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  i'isliiiig  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWold  Isvs,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  iii-y-Kly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  A'l'e/ci  sajs:  "  CutswoUl  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  e.xample,  of  'Dinner  £.1  fresco'  is  as  good'  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Gaiden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  28.  6d. 


three  grilse,  4.Jlb.  51b.,  and  71b.  Sea-trout  rose  well 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  Mr.  A.  Ormsby  had 
the  best  take  in  one  day,  of  nineteen  fish,  weighing 
151b.  Mr.  Beane  and  friend,  on  the  Lough,  had  some 
nice  trout,  largest  2ilb.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Smith  had  sixteen  trout,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  3^1b. ; 
Mr.  Wiggan  and  friend  also  had  some  nice  trout, 
largest  31b.,  and  two  grilse,  41b.  and  51b.  Good 
prospects  for  coming  week. — I'at  Hkarnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Already  there  is  an 
improvement  in  the  fishing  after  the  recent  rain,  but 
we  hope  to  see  a  still  better  record  with  the  water  a 
bit  more  steady.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed 
five  peal,  3ilb.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  61b.,  and  three  salmon, 
81b.,  131b.,'l41b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  F.  Curzon  killed 
one  salmon,  81b.,  and  two  peal,  31b.  and  Gib.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  thirteen  peal, 
2Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  31b.,  31b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  4^1b.,  4^1b.,  51b., 
bib.,  5^1b.,  61b.,  G^lb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  C.  S.  Van- 
sittart'killed  two''peal,  31b.  and  4^1b.,  and  one  salmon, 
101b.— Enright  &  Sox. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Though  the  winds  have 
been  adverse,  sport  has  -been  very  good  whenever 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  majority  of  anglers,  how- 
ever, have  been  out  from  the  Dungegan  and  Ballin- 
skelligs  districts,  and  those  anglers  are  the  most  pro- 
ficient and  expert — perhaps  even  in  Kerry,  which  has 
always  been  noted  for  its  sea  fishermen. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux  (June  23). — There  is  an  end  to  all  things  — 
that  of  the  May  Fly  time,  together  with  the  very 
refreshing  coolness  of  some  days  past,  has  come,  clear 
air  and  clear  water  now  prevailing.  Still,  some  of  us 
dared  the  warm,  Kashmir-like  surroundings  lately, 
and  essayed  trout  fishing  in  the  daytime  in  glaring, 
sunny,  eyesore  heat,  with  occasional  whiflis  of  cooler 
air  ;  but  it  was  of  little  use,  the  fish  being  evidently 
buried  in  the  shades  below,  and  even  in  the  gloaming 
moved  more  furtively  than  freely,  coming  few  and 
short,  so  that  "some  of  us"  returned  fagged  and 
empty  -  creeled.  Even  the  champion,  Mr.  White, 
once  had  only  three,  the  Colonel  one  or  nil, 
and  the  only  thing  I  landed  yesterday  was 
the  straw  hat  of  a  haymaker  which  had  drifted 
from  where  it  fell  in  as  he  drank  down-stream  my 
way,  and  it  took  several  casts  to  fix  a  hook  in  this ; 
moreover,  it  spoiled  my  chance  of  a  heavy,  rising 
fish.  Three  or  four  slack  rises  and  one  loss  after 
the  reel  had  spoken  were  the  contributory  incidents  of 
my  day. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  the  22nd,  gentle  breezes  from  the 
east,  temperature  nearly  100  degrees  in  the  sun,  slight 
ground  swell.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  oft'  over  the 
"Hospital"  ground.  23rd,  half  a  gale  from,  the  W. 
and  rough  sea.  24th,  wind  W.,  sea  very  choppy.  25th, 
calm,  but  choppy,  with  rise  of  tide— very  usual.  26th, 
calm  as  a  lake  ;  numbers  of  boat  anglers  off  about  a 
mile  to  the  S.W.  of  the  new  Palace  Pier. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — .4.nglers  are  fairly  plentiful 
here,  but  sport  is  very  slow,  little  else  but  small  pouC- 
ings  coming  to  hand  daily.  Mr.  Cathie  took  a  fine 
dab  on  June  23,  and  Mr.  Marsden  Smith  a  small 
pollack  upon  the  same  day.  On  Jlonday  Mr.  Cameron' 
hooked  and  lauded  a  large  sole,  dab,  and  a  codling, 
together  with  a  lot  of  pouting,  and  Mr.  Wiggins  took  a 
large  pollock,  but  other  visiting  anglers  had  to  be 
content  with  small  poutings. — J.  Richardson  (B.  S.  A.S) 

Derrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  anglers  have  had 
fine  sport  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting,  but  only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  best  sport  was  had 
outside  the  western  point  of  Coomaconclane.  Bass 
and  mullet  are  numerous,  and  pushing  close  inshore, 
but  are  fighting  shy  of  anglers'  lures. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance  (Corn-wall).— Pier  anglers  are  having 
fairly  good  sport  by  rod-fishing  from  the  pier  heads  at 
Newlyn  for  bream  and  pollack.  "Bailing"  in  the 
bay  for  mackerel  has  now  commenced.  Drift  fishing 
by  the  mackerel  fleet  remarkably  good  just  now. 
To-day  (22nd)  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  south 
with  rain. — H. 

Plymouth. — As  I  looked  out  over  the  waters  of  the 
Sound  this  morning  from  my  bedroom  window  I 
thought  what  an  ideal  day  for  those  who  could  not 
stand  the  motion  of  the  boat,  for  the  sea  was  as  calm 
as  the  proverbial  mill-pond,  and  scarcely  a  ripple  on 
the  water.  I  noticed  several  boats  gently  whiffing 
over  the  usual  spots,  and  could  see  them  with  my 
glass  when  they  landed  a  fish.  Pollack  are  plentiful, 
and  mackerel  are  being  taken  whiffing  with  the  Silver 
Spinner. — William  HEARDhR  (B.S.A.S.). 

Xtamsgate.  Small  bass  and  flat-fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Iron  Pier,  and  the  Marina  ;  eels  from 
both  the  inner  and  ouier  harbour;  majority  good; 
very  little  fishing  in  the  bay.  On  Saturday  last,  a 
gentleman  (visitor),  fishing  from  a  boat  in  Sandwich 
river,  had  with  a  good  string  of  dabs,  a  fine  grey  mullet 
weighing  just  three  pounds.  Wind  strong,  or  the 
creels  would  have  been  heavier.— Grey  Mullet. 


Tenby. — A  few  bass  were  taken  last  week.  Mackerel 
have  not  c  .me  in  yet  in  any  quantity.  A  few  flounders 
were  taken,  but  no  conger  just  now.  Fish  of  any  kind 
aie  much  scarcer  than  they  were  some  few  years  ago. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  very  good  here  at 
pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream.  On  one  day 
four  anglers  had  twenty-seven  pollack,  125  gurnard, 
101  whiting,  and  thirty-seven  bream,  and  on  another, 
four  anglers  had  478  fish,  but  they  fished  far  into  the 
night.  On  Monday  (June  24)  five  local  anglers  bad 
337  fish,  principally  whiting,  gurnard,  and  garfish 
outside  Begnish  Island. — T.  J.  D. 


June  30. 

Clifton :  Prize  Outing. 

"  H.  S.  Norris  "  benefit  competition  at  Langley. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Cosy  :  Outing  to  Staines. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competiiion. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Worthing. 
Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
July  1. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting,  &c.,  committee. 
July  2. 

Dalston  :  Visit. 


July 


7.— Earlsfield  :  Outing. 
7. — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
7. — Original  Alexandra  ;  Outing  to  Sawbridge- 
worth. 

7. — Stepney  :  Match  at  Paddock  Wood. 

7. — Stockwell  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

7. — United  Brothers  ;  Outing. 
14. — Brompton  :  Outing  to  Boxmoor. 
14.— Dalston  :  Pegged-down  match. 
14. — Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 
14. — Original  Alexandra  :  Dinner. 
17. — Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 

20,  21.— Elgin  :  Outing. 

21.  — David  Pithouse  free  competition. 
28. — Allason  United  :  Cup  competition. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  ^Monday  next, 
July  1,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  Ct.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Dalston  Angling 
Society,  Bro'svnlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston, 
on  Tuesday,  July  2,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attend- 
ance.— Ci.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List). — On  June  24  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was  given 
to  the  Jubilee  Angling  Society.    On  the  roll  call 
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twelve  clubs  were  well  represented.  Their  A.B.S  box 
contained  £2  5s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  lAngling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  Church 
street,  Edgware-road, — J.  Harris. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Several  members  were  out  on 
June  22,  but  only  Messrs.  Painter  and  Churcher 
returned  with  bream.  I  still  have  members'  pri^^lege 
tickets,  and  they  can  be  had  by  applying  at  secretary's 
house. — A.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  SociETy,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road.W.— Our  first  match  takes  place  on  June 
W  at  Langley,  Veitche's  Pound.  All  seasonable  fish 
are  weighable.  Will  members  try  and  attend  nest 
Monday  as  some  very  important  business  is  to  be 
done  '? — C.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-Hill-gate. 
—The  meeting  on  June  26th  was  well  attended,  the 
match  at  A. A.  waters,  Langley,  was  a  success.  Mr. 
Harris  was  1st ;  Leslie,  2nd  ;  Marchant,  3rd  ;  C.  Slack, 
4th  ;  H.  Slack,  5th.  All  fish  were  over  the  Thames 
standard.  Our  silver  cup  competition  takes  place  on 
July  28th  ;  conditions  later.  We  voted  a  prize  for 
80th  Norris  competition.  All  prizes  on  view  at 
above.  —  "  Norris  "  Competition.  —  Close  on  fifty 
prizes  in  tackle,  cash,  etc.,  for  the  competition  in  the 
A.  A.  waters,  Langley,  on  June  30th.  Two  rods  ;  all 
seasonable  fish  weighable.  Start  from  Langley  Bridge 
from  signal  from  bell ;  get  tickets  stamped  at  North 
Star.  Time  to  cease  and  boundary  known  on  mornin". 
Tickets  on  sale  at  Langley  and  London  Stations. 
Entry,  Is.  ;  no  hybrids  to  be  weighed  in.  We  hope 
all  A. A.  members  will  show  up  for  the  good  cause. 
We  thank  all  donors,  and  also  Izaak  Walton  for  2s.  6d 
donation.  Prize  distribution  on  Tuesday,  July  2nd 
at  Allason  United  Angling  Society. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Jime  23  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Utting,  bream  (heaviest 
41b.  6Joz.) ;  Black,  roach  ;  C.  Hawes,  bream  ;  Brandon, 
roach  and  bream  ;  and  Butlin,  roach.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship  Square.— On  Wednesday  last  business 
of  importance  was  transacted.  Several  members 
weighed  in  fish  on  June  23.  Members  please  attend 
next  Wednesday,  to  arrange  dinner  and  outing.  Any 
gentleman  wishing  to  join  a  good  society,  we  have 
room  for  one  or  two  good  workers. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Since  our  last  report 
we  have  elected  five  new  members,  viz.  :  Messrs.  Fred 
H.  Adams,  Malcolm  Bert,  Arthur  Elston,  Albert 
Alston,  and  A.  G.  Smith,  who  was  re-elected  as  an 
active  member  forthwith.  Some  nice  shows  of  fish 
have  been  weighed  in  from  the  Thames  by  Mr. 
C.  Arrow  ;  Medway,  Mr.  C.  Channar  ;  Arun,  Mr.  Stokes! 
Next  meeting  Wednesday,  July  30.— C.  T.  Arrow. 

Battebsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  On  June  IG  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  H.  H.  Willson,  roach  ; 
G.  S.  Ireland,  bream ;  A.  Dejonge,  two  tench 
(31b.  2oz.)  ;  G.  W.  Hall,  jack ;  W.  Taplin,  bream ; 
Ct.  S.  Ireland,  bream ;  G.  Stevens,  sen.,  one  roach 
(lib.  5oz.) ;  on  June  23  Mr.  G.  W.  Hall  weighed  in 
liace.  We  fish  a  match  at  Yalding  on  June  80  from 
the  F>ailway  Inn  at  Yalding  to  Wateringbury  Bridge 
Tow  Path;  only  jack  barred;  to  go  down  by  the 
6.55  from  Waterloo  Jimction,  and  return  by  the 
7.20  from  Yalding.  A  brake  wiU  leave  Clapham 
Junction  at  6  a.m.,  and  will  proceed  alouo-  the 
\yandsworth  Road.  A  special  carriage  will  be  pro- 
vided. Mr.  C.  Newman  was  elected  a  working  member. 
— A.  De-jonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Our  meeting  on  Thursday,  June  20, 
was  well  attended  and  important  business  got  through! 
Our  numbers  are  still  increasing,  another  working 
member,  Mr.  Jack,  being  elected  during  the  evening. 
Our  delegate  read  his  report,  which  was  considered 
satisfactory.  Those  members  desirous  of  taking  part 
in  the  "Norris  "  Competition  can  obtain  tickets  of  the 
secretary.  On  June  23,  Messrs.  Parsons,  sen.  and 
junr.,  had  a  nice  show  of  chub. — Roachpole. 

Bebmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  good  show 
of  fish  on  June  23.  Mr.  Pocock  weighed  in  a  nice 
show  of  bream  and  roach,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Wigley  a  nice 
show  of  roach  and  bream,  121b.  ;  "  Spider "  weighed 
roach  and  bream.  We  fish  our  June  series  of  prizes  on 
June  31.  Members  to  be  allowed  to  fish  anywhere  in 
the  river  Wey.  Optional  to  leave  London  Saturday 
night,  but  not  start  fishing  till  after  twelve  o'clock.— 
C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — Only  two  of 
our  members  weighed  in  fish  on  June  23,  Mr.  J. 
Martin,  9|lb.  bream ;  Mr.  W.  Streeton,  4f  lb.  bream 
and  roach.  Our  committee  meet  on  Thursday  next 
at  9  p.m.  to  arrange  prize  meeting  for  July. — A.  W. 

WOODHEAD. 

Blackfhiabs  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street. — Our  trays  on  June  23  were  well 
filled,  over  701b.  good  roach  being  displayed,  there 


being  over  forty  fish,  from  8oz.  up  to  lib.  9oz.  Our 
meeting  was  well  attended  on  Wednesday,  and  two 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Dormer  and  Mr.  J.  Smith,  were 
proposed  as  working  members;  we  have  room  for  a 
few  more  good  anglers  on  our  books. — Wheelhodse. 

Bloomsbuby  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  On  June 
16  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  weighed  in  perch  ;  on  June  26 
Mr.  J.  Pailes  weighed  in  grayling,  roach,  and  dace, 
101b.  2oz. — T.  Paternoster.  ' 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  June  23,  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in  :— Messrs.  Barber,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Moore,  roach  and  bream,  two  heaviest  roach,  lib.  9oz! 
and  lib.  2oz. ;  Brophy,  tench,  heaviest,  21b.  2oz. ; 
Cecil,  tench,  heaviest,  31b.,  and  Dungate,  perch  and 
tench.  Included  in  the  above  were  three  club  speci- 
mens. I  wish  to  thank  our  friend  of  the  Sundial 
Walham  Green,  and  Royal  George  Angling  Societies 
for  their  kind  support  on  the  occasion  of  our  dinner 
and  distribution  which  took  place  on  June  19.  Our 
first  competition  takes  place  on  July  14th  at  our  new 
water  at  Boxmoor,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
on  that  occasion. — H.  Moore. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  members  of  this  association  are 
showing  considerable  activity  in  the  welfare  of  the 
club,  eight  new  members  being  nominated  since  the 
opening  of  the  season.  A  fine  sheet  of  water  has  been 
rented  which  at  present  contains  some  large  fish  and 
fortunately  is  within  a  few  minutes  run  from  the  club 
room,  and  the  members  are  willingly  turning  up  to  do 
the  necessary  weeding,  &c.,  and  with  some  judicious 
stocking  the  association  will  have  one  of  the  finest 
waters  in  the  district,  and  as  negotiations  are  still 
proceeding  with  respect  to  others  in  view  the  members 
can  look  forward  to  some  good  sport  in  the  near  future. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn! 
wall-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Last  Monday,  one 
working  and  four  honorary  members  were  elected. 
Our  vice-president  was  the  first  to  weigh  in  fish  this 

season  with  some  fair  samples  of  perch  and  chub.  

J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.  —  On  quarterly  night  the  following  officere 
were  elected  for  the  coming  quarter :  Mr.  H.  Deverell 
re-elected  as  chairman,  Mr.  W.  Argent  re-elcctcd 
delegate,  and  Mr.  P.  Loft  elected  as  junior  auditor. 
A  prize  committee  of  six  members  was  also  elected  to 
deal  with  present  season's  prizes.  Mr.  J.  Baiues 
weighed  in  roach  on  June  23 ;  Mr.  P.  Loft  also  had 
fish  bat  arrived  too  late  to  weigh.  Those  members 
who  are  not  clear  on  the  books  by  July  2  will  be 
barred  from  weighing  in. — E.  H.  Argent.  " 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— We  had  a  fair  show  on  the 
23rd,  Mr.  Mann  having  barbel  and  dace,  51b.  Boz. ; 
Marshall,  roach,  51b. ;  Taylor,  bream,  21b.  lloz. ; 
Fuller,  i«oach,  21b.  15Joz.,  largest  lib.  240Z. ;  Messrs! 
Galloway,  F.  Dykes,  and  Parker  also  having  roach. 
Our  visit  on  the  Olerkenwell  and  District  list  was  not 
the  success  we  should  have  liked.  We  thank  those 
members  who  attended  on  that  occasion.— R.  Mar- 
shall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.  W.— Our  second 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  June  30  to  Woking  for 
fifteen  prizes.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.44 ; 
from  Woking  9.3.  _  On  June  26  Mr.  J.  Clark  weighed 
in  dace.  Committee  meeting  on  July  1,  when 
members  are  requested  to  attend.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Mr.  Sandle  was 
successful,  on  June  23,  in  securing  the  first  prize  with 
a  show  of  bream  and  dace.  The  remaining  two  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  June  30.  Open  roving— jack 
barred. — F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  made  to  the  Camden 
Anglers'  Society  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Andrews  in  the 
chair.  The  following  nine  societies  were  represented  : 
Great  Northern,  Eustonians,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
North  London,  Camden,  Dibden,  Freemasons,  Cobden 
and  Victoria  Brothers ;  the  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Dibden  Anglers'  Society;  date  later.— F.  Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
S.E. — Our  first  outing  of  the  season  was  not  a  success 
only  three  of  our  members  weighing  in.  Our  roving 
match  for  a  specimen  roach  will  take  place  on  June  80 
— all  fish  to  be  weighed  in  by  ten  o'clock.  All  members 
wishing  to  join  the  Clifton  Slate  Club  outing  of  July  7 
will  please  notify  same. — E.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Tuesday  last, 
June  25,  we  elected  three  working  members;  also 
several  honorary  members  applied  for  privilege  tickets. 
I  hope  members  will  attend  next  week  to  arrange  an 
outing.  The  balance-sheet  for  the  last  half  year  will 
be  on  the  table.  Auditors,  Messrs.  C.  Archer  and  W. 
Greengrass.  Members  who  have  not  had  their  new 
tickets  can  have  them  if  they  will  attend  on  club  night 
(Tuesday,  July  2),  nine  o'clock.- E.  J.  Hunt, 


COLEBBOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms 
Gerrard  Street,  Islington,  N.- Several  members  have 
been  out,  but  met  with  indifferent  success,  Messrs.  F 
Hawes  and  G.  Johnston,  at  Henley,  Messrs.  J.  Stockton, 
o j  ^^'^  Johnson,  at  East  Maiden.    On  the 

23rd,  Mr  W.  A.  (reorge  bad  a  few  nice  roach  from  the 
Arun  ;  Mr.  A.  Clayton,  on  same  date,  two  and  half 
brace  of  trout  from  the  Ivel.  Messrs.  F.  McEnuff  and 
A  Reynolds  tried  the  Stort,  but  without  much  success. 
We  have  some  more  members  to  propose  at  our  next 
meetmg.— T.  W.  Johnson. 

Colling  wood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  June  23  Mr  h' 
Warr,  bream,  Mr.  C.  Poole,  bream,  Mr.  J.  Deplidse" 
carp,  Mr.  F.  Beams,  dace.— P.  P.  Sorge.  ' 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  1.  Bramley  was  elected  an  hon.  member.  The 
outing  to  Staijies  will  take  place  on  June  30,  from 
btaines  Bridge  to  Laleham  Ferry,  Penton  Hook 
included.  Go  down  by  8.35  train ;  members  going 
later  must  report  before  fishing.  Return  from  Staines 
by  8.45  train.  On  June  23  Mr.  H.  Lovett  weighed  in 
bream  and  roach  and  C.  Chilman  roach  and  barbel 
winning  the  prize  given  for  fresh  barbel  weighed  in.— 
J.  White. 

Ceown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— On  June  23  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  Haines,  bream,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr. 
tV alter  Roan  and  Mr.  Steadman,  roach.— F.  Steadman 
Dalbton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms! 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  June  23  a  few  members 
were  out ;  the  only  ones  able  to  weigh  in  were  Messrs. 
T.  Swain,  A.  Wild,  and  A.  Morgan.  On  Tuesday  a  full 
attendance  when  the  date  for  our  pegged  down  match 
at  Wateringbury  was  fixed  for  July  14.  Secretaries  of 
clubs  please  note  that  our  return  visit  No.  1  Eastern 
District  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  July  2.  Secretaries 
who  have  not  received  notice  please  accept  this,  as  we 
shall  have  a  good  pianist  and  plenty  of  talent  and  all 
will  be  made  welcome  by — S.  Malby. 

Eaelspield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— We  are  holding  our  next  outing  on 
July  7,  place  and  time  will  be  fixed  next  Wednesday 
The  outing  on  June  23  to  Wimbledon  Lake  resulted  as 
follows:— Mr.  Matthews,  1st;  Mr.  Roser,  2nd;  Mr. 
Keepin,  3rd.  The  winner  weighed  in  a  nice  bag  of 
bream  (largest  fish  21b.).  The  club'  has  rented  a 
private  water  at  Byrieet  which  I  hope  will  turn  out  a 
success. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  the  Grasshopper,  Ken- 
sington-park-road.  Netting  Hill,  W.— Our  annual 
brake  outing  takes  place  at  Harefield  on  July  14. 
Members  and  friends  wishing  to  accompany  us  will 
please  give  in  their  names  as  soon  as  possible. 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  a  special  general 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next.  In  last  report  sorry  I 
omitted  to  inform  all  members  and  other  clubs,  of 
the  resignation  of  our  late  secretary,  owing  to  pressure 
of  business. — G.  Lowe. 

FoEEST  G-ATE  PiscATOEiALS,  Earl  o£  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— We  have  our  outing  on  July  20  and  21,  at 
Bures,  three  prizes  being  given,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Two 
private  prizes  have  been  added  to  our  list  to  be  fishol 
for  during  the  season,  the  largest  specimen  roach 
taken  from  the  Arun  and  the  second  largest  perch. 
On  June  23  Mr.  Lane  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  121b. 
5oz.  (eight  fish  weighing  lib.  and  over).— B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  June  23, 
Messrs.  Crow,  Mowl,  Ellins,  Kaberline,  and  Verity 
weighed  in  bream,  tench,  rudd,  and  roach.  On 
June  25  there  was  a  fairly  good  muster.  We  made 
another  new  member,  Mr.  A.  Porter.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— We  fish  a  match  on  July  27,  time 
and  locality  next  report.  There  has  been  several 
shows  of  fish  weighed  in  since  the  opening  of  the 
season,  principal  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Wood- 
house,  perch,  Mr.  Lidbitter,  dace,  chub,  and  roach,  and 
Mr.  Stevens  a  fine  show  of  bream.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  next  meeting  night. — E.  S.  G. 

Hatcham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — On  June  16 
we  fished  a  match  at  Yalding  for  four  prizes,  three  of 
which  were  taken  as  follows  : — 1st  prize  by  Mr.  Winter, 
second  by  Mr.  Barley,  and  3rd  prize  by  Mr.  Sewell. 
Last  Sunday  the  following  members  weighed  in  :  Mr. 
C.  Williams  for  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Hudson,  roach, 
with  one  scaling  over  lib.  ;  Mr.  Tecking  roach  and 
bream,  and  Mr.  Coombs  with  roach,  all  from  the 
Medway;  Mr.  C.  Williams,  sen.,  had  a  barbel  at 
Walton-on-Thamcs,  which  he  returned  to  grow  larger. 
— W.  Tarey. 

Heaets  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — One  of  our  members 
had  a  fine  show  of  fish  on  June  26,  namely  :— Mr.  A.  C. 
Fish  :  bream,  7Jlb. ;  tench,  21b.  SJoz. ;  rudd,  2!b.  15oz.— 
a  grand  show  of  121b.  153oz.— W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Islington  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  June  23:  Mr.  Buiwash,  71b.  2ioz.,  Prussian 
carp;  Mr.  Wilkes,  Prussian  carp;  Mr.  Herbert, 
roach  and  dace;  Mv.  Blyth,  roach;  Mr,  Wood,  roach 
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ANDERSONS' 


FISHING,  SHOOTING  &  YACHTING 


ONE  GOLD  and 
Three  Silver 

Medals 
Paris  1900. 


WATER- 


"BALFOUR  "waterproof  SHOOTING 

SUIT. 

Light  and  Easy,  perfectly  Ventilated,  absolutely  Waterproof. 
Consisting  of 

" Breadalkne "  Cape  and  "Balfour"  Knickerbockers. 

Price  complete, 

59s. 

Separately  : 
Cape, 

31s.  6d. 

Knickerbockers 

27s.  6d. 


PROOFS 


Twenty-Eight 
Medals 

and 
Awards. 


Andersons' 

"OSBORNE"  Yachting  OILSKINS. 

Unequalled  foe 

Lig-htness,  Durability  &  Excellent  Finish. 

Coats,  29s.  6d.    Jackets,  24s.  6d.   Trousers,  13s.  6d. 
Sou'westers,  6s.  6d.    Ladies'  Coats,  29s.  6d.    Jackets,  25s. 
Skirts,  18s.  6d.    Hoods,  3s.  6d. 


Every 
Waterproof 
Requisite 
for  Yacliting, 


Deck  Boots, 
Seat  Mats, 
Kit  Bags 

for  Yachting. 


FISHING 

TROUSERS 


Made  in  Three  Gold  Medal  Quality. 

No.  1  for       No.  2  for         No.  3  for 
Hardwear,    Medium  Work,    Summer  Wear, 

49/6       42/-  37/6 

ORDINARY    QUALITIES  : 

No.  4  for  Rough  Medium  Work,  No.  5,  for  Medium  Work 

35/-  25/- 

STOCKINGS— No.  1       No.  2         No.  3       No.  4      No.  5  qual 

31/6    27/6    24/6   19/6  15/6 

BROQUES— The  "  Sandeman'"  for  Hardest  Wear,  30/-. 
The  "  Tilt  "  for  Hard  Wear,  25/-. 
The  "  Severn"  for  Medium  Work,  22/6. 

Cheaper  Qualities     21/-     18/6     14/6  11/6 

And  every  other  Requisite  in  Rubber  and  Waterproof  for  the  Angler. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  & 
ANDERSON,  Ltd., 

India  Rubber  and  Waterproof  Manufacturers. 

37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  LONDON,  F.C, 


Entered ;Stationers'  Hall,  Anderson,  Lonpox. 
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and  gudgeon;  Mr.  Brookraan,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Howar,  rudd.  Our  worthy  host  has  given  two  prizes, 
one  for  dace  and  one  for  gudgeon.— J.  H.  Hekbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — We 
compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  June  30,  on  the 
Stort,  between  Roydon  and  Harlow.  The  annual 
dinners  take  place  at  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell's,  "The  Pied 
Bull,"  Stansted,  Herts;  the  Sunday  portion  of  the 
members  on  July  14;  the  weekday  members  on 
July  17.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross  Road,  S.E.— The  above  society  opened  the 
season  with  a  good  attendance  of  members,  when  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Tom  Carter,  15f  lb.  barbel, 
including  a  handsome  fish  of  5f  lb.,  also  chub,  21b.  lOoz., 
and  a  few  perch  and  bream;  J.  Hawkins,  bream 
averaging  l|lb.  each ;  W.  H.  Smith,  a  bream  of 
lib.  9oz.  The  first  competition  will  take  place  on 
July  7,  when  a  big  muster  is  anticipated,  as  a  good 
many  new  members  have  been  made. — W.  Freeman. 

LiMEHOuSE  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E.— The  first  outing  takes  place  on 
July  7  to  Amberley.  An  omnibus  has  been  eno-ao-ed 
and  will  leave  the  Eastern  Hotel  at  6.15  a.m.  to  catch 
the  6.55  from  Loudon  Bridge.  At  last  outing  several 
members  of  other  clubs  applied  to  us  for  a  seat  in  our 
conveyance,  which,  after  a  little  inconvenience,  we 
were  able  to  accommodate  them  with.  If  any  wish  to 
accompany  us  this  time  application  must  be  made  not 
later  than  July  i.  Messrs.  Cloake  and  Easlev  had 
a  splendid  mixed  basket  of  trout,  barbel,  chulj,  and 
roach. — B.  J.  Wells. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan.  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  June  2S  the 
following  members  weighed  fish.  Mr.  Manly,  a  nice 
show  of  perch,  81b.  4^ozs. ;  one  fish  lib.  loz.  ;  Mr. 
Sturman  51b.  loz.  roach;  Messrs.  Cook,  Gilbert, 
Watling,  and  Biggs,  roach  and  dace.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  City  Angli^-g  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row. — Despite  outside  attrac- 
tions, we  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  last  meeting. 
Several  new  members  were  elected.  The  annual 
shield  competition  will  be  held  on  the  31st  August, 
in  Mollington  Canal.  We  are  also  sending  a  team  of 
six  to  represent  the  club  at  the  Lasley  Challenge 
Shield  competition.  Messrs.  G.  and  T.  Attwood  have 
had  good  catches  of  roach  and  dace,  from  the  River 
Dee  above  Chester,  and  Mr.  Watkins  a  nice  trout,  about 
1  lb.,  from  the  River  Alyn.  Some  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Bromborough  waters  during  the  week. 
— Roach  Pole. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  June  23 
we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  following 
members  weighed  in :  H.  Collins,  roach  and  dace  ;  jf. 
Hart,  bream,  roach  and  dace;  W.  Moore,  roach ;  Goland, 
bream  and  roach  ;  H.  Jeffreys,  bream ;  S.  Polykett' 
roach  ;  J.  Eaton,  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Davis,  perch  ;' 
C.  Lamb,  jun.,  rudd;  and  Mills,  rudd;  also  Messrs.  e! 
Lamb  and  W.  Smith  had  some  fish.  Our  next  meeting 
takes  place  on  Wednesday,  July  3.  Any  member  not 
having  received  his  privilege"  ticket,  please  come 
forward  and  get  it.— G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Our  competition  was 
not  a  success,  only  two  prizes  being  taken— 1st,  Mr. 
W.  Moyler;  2nd,  Mr.  T.  Addison.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  off  on  June  30,  from  "The 
Anchor  "  at  Talding  to  the  lock  at  East  Peckham,  all 
rnembers  to  go  down  on  the  morning  and  return  some 
time  in  the  evening,  other  conditions  as  before.  On 
the  20th  Mr.  Harling  had  some  nice  bream  and  tench 
from  the  Thames. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — We  had  some  good  catches 
here  on  June  23.  Mr.  Windover,  101b.  perch  ; 
Mr.  Cooper,  two  pike,  101b.  and  OJlb. ;  Mr.  Car- 
penter, pike,  3Jlb. ;  perch  IS^lb.  ;  roach,  lib.  ;  Mr. 
Kebbell,  two  bream,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Martin,  one  bream 
2J!b.  ;  roach,  41b.  Any  angler  wishing  to  join  the 
society  will  please  apply  to  the  secretary  at  the  Old 
Welsh  Harp.  Mr.  Schultz  is  no  longer  secretary  of 
this  society. — F.  Dixon. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.— We 
go  out  on  J uly  7  to  Harlow  Bridge  to  Sunbridgeworth 
Bridge.  Two  honorary  members  and  one  working 
member  were  elected.  Should  like  to  receive  names 
for  dinner  on  July  14. — George. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  June  23  Messrs.  F.  Coates 
and  R.  Goodwin  weighed  in  roach,  and  W.  Payne  and 
S.  Taylor  bream.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  crowded 
meeting,  when  the  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
quarter,  as  follows :— W.  Payne,  chairman  ;  Messrs" 
G.  Huggins  and  E.  Galton,  as  auditors ;  H.  Fawcett, 
sub-secretary.  Will  members  please  turn  up  next 
Tuesday. — Fredk.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arm=i, 
Bateman-street,  Sohc— On  June  23,  Messrs.  Longland, 
Trotter  and  Lewis  weighed  in  fish,  having  some  very 
fine  perch,  chub  and  dace.   We  were  well  attended  at 


last  meeting,  doing  a  lot  of  business,  and  made  two 
more  members. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface  Street,  Westminster  Bridge  Road.— On  the 
16th  Mr.  F.  A.  Ireland  weighed  in  jack,  largest  9Jlb., 
others  also  having  fish.  On  the  23rd,  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Hulkert  weighed  in  carp  and  rudd,  includtng 
some  fine  specimen  rudd. — F.  A.  I. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  June  23, 
Mr.  Saalfeld  weighed  in  carp  and  Mr.  Williams  roach! 
Willimembers  kindly  attend  and  clear  books  ? —R.  Sm  iTH. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E.— On  the  23rd,  Messrs.  F.  Jewson,  Jolly,  A. 
Clapshaw,  C.  Bolding,  and  C.  Ruston  weighed  in 
bream  and  roach  ;  G.  Chamberlain  and  F.  Grindrod 
roach ;  Mr.  Stodhart  bream.  Messrs.  Chamberlain 
and  H.  Smith  are  to  be  the  peggers  at  our  next 
match  at  Paddock  Wood  on  July  7.  Members  please 
clear  books  on  quarter  night,  Friday  next,  July  28th. 
— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— The  takes 
were  small  on  June  23.  On  Tuesday  last  Messrs. 
J.  Wheeldon,  Moody,  JeSs,  J.  Richards,  J.  Davis,  and 
A.  loung  were  made  working  members.  We  fish  at 
Yalding  on  J  uly  7.  There  are  six  prizes,  and  members 
wishing  to  compete  will  oblige  by  attending  on 
Tuesday  next  to  pay  entrance  fee.  Full  particulars 
will  be  published  next  week. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Ma.ryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  June  23 
the  following  weighed  in :— Messrs.  Grande,  Bacon, 
and  Payne  with  roach  and  perch.  Members  please 
attend  early  next  Tuesday.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Result  of  our  outing  to  Box- 
moor  on  June  23  was:  C.  E.  Loch,  1st;  W?Witten 
2Qd  ;  F.  Thorpe,  3rd  ;  T.  Carpenter,  4th  ;  J.  H.  Thomas, 
5th ;  Mr.  F.  Thorpe  took  special  prize  for  dace  ;  Mr. 
C.  E.  Lock,  prize  for  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Phelp,  consolation 
prize. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— The  following  were 
successful  in  the  all-night  match  at  Tonbrrdge  on 
June  16th.  J.  Payne  1st,  E.  Groves  2nd,  H.  CoUings 
3rd;  on  June  23rd,  the  following  members  weighed 
in H.  Fordham,  bream  and  roach  ;  G.  Standing, 
roach  ;  and  C.  Wilderspin,  roach.  Our  annual 
outing  takes  place  at  Wateringbury  for  given  prizes 
on  July  7th. — F.  Beak. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  June  23  we  had 
'we  had  a  grand  show  of  fish  from  Mr.  A.  Glass,  tench 
and  bream,  from  public  waters— nine  tench  weighing 
241b  ,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  2Joz.,  and  61b  of  bream.  Five 
tench  have  been  sent  for  preservation.  Mr.  Crisp, 
bream,  barbel,  chub,  and  roach ;  Mr.  Bradley,  roach 
and  bream;  and  Mr.  G.  Powe,  bream,  also  weighed  in. 
On  July  13  we  have  our  first  outing  of  the  season  from 
Sunbury  Lock  to  Sliepperton  Lock;  bank  only;  all 
fish  to  weigh,  for  seven  valuable  prizes. — W.  L.  K.' 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— A  good  many 
members  went  out  on  June  23,  but,  owing  to  the 
rough  weather,  sport  was  rather  bad.  The  most 
successful  were  Messrs.  Gover,  Thompson,  W.  Osment, 
G.  Osment,  and  Poore. — E.  Howarth. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  i  June  23  only  Mr.  Hows 
weighed  in;  several  of  our  members  going  long  journeys 
were  unable  to  return  in  time.  On  Thursday  (June  20) 
we  made  three  more  members,  and  had  a  good 
attendance.  The  prize  arrangements  will  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  new  committee  for  the  coming 
quarter.  The  balance-sheet  will  be  at  the  club  house 
on  July  4. — W.  Callcut. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford.— The  following 
weighed  in  on  June  23:— Messrs.  Homer,  roach  and 
rudd ;  Hall,  roach  and  perch  ;  Lowther,  roach  and 
chub;  Pethurst,  Roberts,  Newton,  jun.,  Tyler,  Corley, 
roach  ;  Burling  and  Simmons,  bream.  July  3  is  our 
meeting  night,  when  I  hope  the  members  will  turn 
up  ;  the  committee  are  especially  asked  to  attend.— 
R.  Lowther. 

West  Hull  Angling"  Club  Association.— The 
members  of  the  above  fished  a  match  in  the  river 
Ancholme,  near  Brigg,  Lines.,  on  Monday.  A  fine  lot  of 
bream  caught,  the  winner's  take  weighing  a  little  above 
two  stone.— 1,  R.  Barlow,  281b.  l^oz. ;  2,  T.  Barber 
61b.  1.3|oz.  ;  3,  T.  Chester,  41b.  yoz. ;  4,  F.  Carle 
31b.  OJoz. ;  5,  T.  Bardsley,  21b.  g^oz. ;  G,  W.  Crossland, 
21b.  9|oz. ;  7,  G.  Cheeseman,  lib.  lOJoz.  ;  8,  H.  West, 
12ioz. ;  9,  A.  Nettleship,  2Joz.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot. 

Westminster  Angling  Sqciety,  Regent  Arms, 
Regency-street,  S.W.  —  Substantial  additions  were 
made  to  our  prize  list  at  Wednesday's  meeting,  among 
others  being  a  handsome  silver  cup  presented  by  Mr. 
Robinson  for  the  winner  of  the  greatest  number  of 
matches  during  the  season.  Mr.  E.  Stonec  was 
enrolled  as  a  member.  Members  out  on  June  23  had 
very  little  sport. — H,  S,  E, 


Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts  writes  ;— "  Dear  '  Drag,'— 
The  '  cucks  '  and  '  coos  '  observation  in  the  '  Angling 
Association's'  capital  article  in  last  week's  issue  of  the 
Fmlnitfj  Gazette  puts  me  in  mind' of  a  north-country 
yarn  of  a  north-country  matron  who  had  a  cuckoo 
clock  which  she  sent  to  repair  to  a  north-country 
clookmakor.  The  clock  was  duly  repaired  and  re- 
turned, along  with  bill  of  charges.  This  the  lady 
steadfastly  refused  to  pay,  as  she  asserted  the  work 
had  not  been  done  right.  The  clockmaker  put  her 
into  the  county  court,  and  the  good  woman's  defence 
was,  'Well,  yer  honour,  I  don't  say  but  what  .he 
mended  t'  clock  so  that  it'll  keep  time  nah ;  but,  ye 
see,  j'er  honour,  he  put  one  wheel  in  wrong  way 
about,  and  nah  she  '  oos  '  before  she  '  cucks.'  " 

The  King  and  Queen  have  graciously  accepted 
copies  of  the  new  song,  "  God  Save  Britannia's  King," 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire.  We  noticed  this  song  a  fortnight  ago, 
and  had  every  reason  to  praise  it.  We  then  predicted 
a  successful  future  for  it,  which  is  now  assured.  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Ford  is  not  merely  a  successful 
pisciculturist  but  also  a  musician  and  poet.  His 
"  Chalice  of  Castalian  Dew"  had  a  good  sale,  and  he 
has  a  large  volume  of  poems  readv  for  the  press.  His 
book  on  "  Trout-fishing  "  sold  well,  too. 

The  secretary  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Society 
announces  that  the  prices  charged  to  visitors  for  fish- 
ing in  their  waters  are  :  Daily  ticket,  Is. ;  weekly,  2s. ; 
nionthly  3s.;  annual,  53.  With  the  latter  ticket  is 
given  a  card  entitling  the  holder  to  the  special  privi- 
leges granted  to  members  of  the  association  by  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company. 

Freddy  (to  a  schoolfellow)  :  My  1  How  that  new 
baby  at  your  house  cries.  Tommy  1  Tommy  (indig- 
nantly) :  He  doesn't ;  and,  anyway,  if  j^ou  had  no 
teeth  and  no  hair,  and  your  legs  were  so  weak  you 
couldn't  stand  on  thein,  I  guess  you'd  cry.    So  there  I 

Mr.  David  Pithouse's  Free  Fishing  Competition 
will  take  place  on  July  21  in  the  Langley  and  Tank 
Pounds.  All  anglers  to  go  down  by  the  first  or 
subsequent  trains,  and  book  their  names  at  the  North 
Star.  Start  by  signal  (whistle)  from  the  canal  bridge. 
One  rod  only.  Cease  fishing  at  6.45  ;  no  fish  weighed 
in  after  7.;30.  Prizes  are  similar  to  last  year's 
competition.  List  of  prizes  can  be  seen  at  the  North 
Star. 


Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  a  report  arrived  of 
the  Ilford  Piscatorial  Society.  This  club,  which  was 
founded  by  Messrs.  Haynesand  Welling  only  a  few 
months  ago  and  numbers  nearly  one  hundred 
members,  had  an  outing  to  Langford,  near  Maiden. 
The  celebrated  Langford  Hall  water  has  been  rented 
by  this  club.  After  an  excellent  repast,  the  members 
"got  to  work."  Some  nice  fish  were  taken,  although 
one  member  "  weighed  in  a  lemonade  bottle  and  a 
'brace'  of  crabs,"  and  another  a  "highly-coloured 
finny  monster  from  the  vasty  deep  with  a  particularly 
ancient  and  fish-like  smell."  The  Ilford  Piscatorials 
have  the  fishing  rights  over  six  and  a  half  miles  of 
water.  A  punt  will  shortly  be  provided  for  the  use  of 
members.  The  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Ilford,  is  the  head- 
quarters. The  subscription  is  half  a  guinea  per  year, 
and  any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  them  will  be  made 
welcome.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  a  most  enjoyable 
outing  was  experienced. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  is  deservedly  popular 
with  anglers.  Under  its  auspices  the  printers'  excur- 
sion, in  aid  of  the  Printing  Machine  Managers'  Super- 
annuation Fund,  will  be  from  London  to  Yarmouth 
and  back  (1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  or  8  days),  from  Friday,  July  19, 
to  Friday,  July  26,  inclusive,  for  5s.  6d.  One  day, 
July  21,  4s.  3d.  Children  under  14,  half  price.  For 
full  particulars  apply  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Harrington, 
Printers'  Hall,  Bartlett's-passage,  Fetter-lane,  E.G.,  or 
Mr.  F.  S.  Apps,  11,  East  Harding-street,  Fetter-lane, 
who  will  gladly  forward  a  list  of  agents  from  whom 
tickets  may  be  obtained.  This  is  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  these  "  Printers'  Popular  Excursions." 

Teacher:  "Will  some  one  explain  what  is  meant 
by  disappointment?"  Small  Boy:  "I  kin,  ma'am. 
It's  when  the  fish  wriggles  off  the  hook  when  yer  sure 
you've  got  him  I  " 


As  I  grow  older  and  larger,  my  natural 
modesty  at  finding  my  photo  given  to  the 
world  asserts  itself.  This  will  account  for 
my  downcastedness.  You  will  admit, 
"gentle"  reader,  that  I  can  have  no  preten- 
sions to  beauty.  Hogarth  says,  "the  line 
of  beauty  is  a  curved  line,"  and  I  have  just 
learnt  that  a  rude  printer  casually  re- 
marked that  there  was  too  much  "  angle  " 
about  me.  There's  a  lot  more  I  should 
like  to  have  said,  but  I'm  "  crowded  out." 


June  29,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


437 


Pfovineial  flfigliiig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Tfmrsday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  large  Rose  and  Crown  Society  fished  their  bye 
contest  on  the  Severn  at  Kemsey  on  June  23,  on  which 
occasion  a  large  number  of  the  members  and  their 
friends  availed  themselves  of  travelling  by  the  special 
train  placed  at  the  club's  disposal  by  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company.  The  day  was  somewhat 
unsuitable  for  fishing,  owing  to  the  high  wind  that  pre- 
vailed, but  still  nearly  the  whole  of  the  contestants  took 
fish.  The  result  of  the  contest  was  very  satisfactory, 
as  one  of  the  members  outside  Birmingham  succeeded 
in  taking  the  first  prize,  which  consisted  of  a  handsome 
marble  clock.  The  chief  prize-winners  are  in  the 
order  named:— A.  NiohoUs,  1st,  H.  Medlicott,  2nd, 
W.  Chaulton, 3rd,  P.  Leaver, 4th,  and  T.  Kimberley,  6th. 
Mr.  A.  Hodges,  the  president  of  the  society,  acted  as 
referee.  The  Lamp  Society  fished  a  bye-contest  on  June 
23  in  the  canal,  at  Alrewas,  in  very  windy  weather,  but 
the  whole  of  the  prizes  were  taken,  the  first  three  prize 
winners  being  in  the  order  named: — J.  Beswell,  J. 
Williams,  and  J.  Within.  This  society  will  hold  a  special 
general  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  when  the  prizes  will 
be  distributed  and  the  date  and  place  fixed  for  the 
annual  contest.  The  fishing  on  the  river  Trent, 'near 
Birmingham,  has  opened  out  very  good  for  the  opening 
season,  as  some  very  good  chub  in  good  condition 
have  been  taken  and  some  very  nice  dace.  The  roach 
are  not  in  good  condition,  and  those  that  were  taken 
have  been  returned  to  the  water.  The  river  is  in 
splendid  condition,  and  with  a  few  days'  warm 
weather  sport  should  be  good.  The  river  Severn 
has  been  well  patronised  by  a  large  number  of 
our  members.  Kemsey  has  met  with  a  large 
amount  of  patronage ;  catches  of  roach  and  dace 
up  to  81b.  have  been  very  frequent.  On  the  upper 
reaches  some  good  dace  and  chub  have  been  had,  the 
chief  bait  being  the  maggot  and  tail  end  of  a  small 
worm.  On  the  Avon,  in  the  Defford  and  Pershore 
district,  some  very  good  bream  up  to  51b.  have  been 
taken,  and  also  a  quantity  of  small  bream.  The 
roach  are  not  as  yet  in  good  condition,  but 
the  perch  are  clean  and  in  good  condition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season  can  hardly  be  said  to  have 
yet  got  into  full  swing,  nevertheless  a  large  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  this  week  on  the  various  drains 
for  which  the  Fen  district  is  noted.  The  majority  of 
anglers  have  been  at  work  on  the  Witham,  where 
bream  have  given  an  average  amovmt  of  sport  for  the 
time  of  year.  The  best  fishing  has  probably  been  had 
in  the  Chapel  Hill  district  where  the  Sleaford  Canal 
joins  the  main  stream,  and  plenty  of  bream  have  been 
captured  there  with  the  maggot  weighing  41b.  and 
upwards.  On  many  lengths  of  the  Witham  the  sides 
of  the  stream  are  so  thickly  fringed  with  weeds  that  it 
is  practically  impossible  to  do  any  good  from  the  banks, 
but  those  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  boat  have 
done  remarkably  well.  The  drains  in  the  Boston  have 
not  fished  up  to  their  usual  standard,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters.  The 
prospects,  however,  are  exceptionally  good,  especially 
on  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  where  roach  and  bream 
abound.  On  the  Forty-foot  anglers  have  chiefly  con- 
fined their  attention  to  eels.  There  is  still  an  outcry 
for  rain. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  trout  continue  to  be  taken  from  the  top 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull,  and  at  beginning  of  last 
week  another  'grand  specimen  that  scaled  41b.  5|oz. 
was  taken  below  Hempholme  Lock,  and  weighed  in 
at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  club-room  by  Mr.  H. 
Whitfield ;  roach,  dace,  and  bream  are  providing 
fair  sport  in  the  lower  waters  between  Beverley  Beck 
and  Wawne.  —  The  Universal  Angling  Association 
journeyed  to  Brigg  on  June  19,  and  fished  their 
first  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  Ancholme,  and 
participated  in  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
taking  the  first  prize  with  61b.  7|oz.,  Mr.  Prank  Carle 
second,  51b.  13oz.,  .and  Mr.  J.  Stocks  third,  with 
41b.  14|oz.  Several  other  matches  were  fished  on  the 
Ancholme  during  the  week,  with  various  results. 
The  St.  George's  Angling  Society  fished  at  Saxby 
Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Tate  being  first  prize  wimier  with 
21b.  15oz  ;  the  Wednesday  Society  at  Brandy  Wath, 
Mr.  O'Barrick  securing  the  first  prize  with  21b.  lljoz. 
In  most  of  the  matches  as  is  usual  at  the  early 
part  of  the  season  the  fish  caught  were  mostly  small, 
the  larger  roach  and  bream  not  coming  well  on  the 
feed  until  about  the  middle  of  July.  At  the  Cutting 
Challenge  Cup  Match  of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society, 
which  took  place  at  the  Sluice  on  Saturday  last  (June 
22),  the  West  Hull  Angling  Society  were  the  winners 
this  season  of  the  cup,  with  31b.  4oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  season  for  big  open  matches  commences  at 
Leigh  to-day.    The  event  in  question  is  the  annua 


of  the  Wigan  Amalgamation,  for  which  they  offer  £10 
in  cash  pribes.  Councillor  Levi  Booth,  J. P.,  is 
referee.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  are 
rejoicing  in  the  completion  of  the  alteration  to  their 
rearing  ponds,  and  contemplating  at  an  early  date 
transferring  a  lot  of  youngsters  to  feed  up  for  their 
future  home,  the  river  Bollin.  The  old  ponds  were  not 
large  enough  for  the  number  to  be  dealt  with  this  season . 
Our  rivers  do  not  appear  to  have  received  rpuch  benefit 
from  the  rain,  and  more  heavy  waters  are  needed  for 
days  before  they  will  get  into  first-class  condition. 
Next  to  nothing  is  heard  from  either  the  Ribble  or 
Wyre,  whilst  the  Jjune  seems  to  need  a  lot  of  freshening 
up.  The  Bollin  is  slightly  improved  by  rain,  and 
several  good  fish  have  been  taken.  Several  of  our  rods 
have  been  doing  well  at  Little  Budworth.  If  Sunday 
fishing  were  allowed  here  it  would  soon  be  highly  popular. 
— The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  Clifton,  fished 
their  opening  match  in  private  waters  on  June  22, 
with  gratifying  results  after  two  hours'  fishing.  Eight 
prizes  were  offered,  and  all  awarded  as  follows : — 
Messrs.  J.  Unsworth,  31b.  4oz.  ;  J.  Duddle,  31b.  loz.  ; 
J.  Christie,  21b.  12oz.  ;  W.  Marsland,  lib.  3J-oz. ;  G. 
Haywood ;  J.  Hardman ;  J.  Day ;  and  J.  Turner. 
The  four  weights  given  were  for  one  fish,  a  bream,  to 
each  rod.  This  is  the  result  of  stocking  an  unpro- 
ductive water.  The  members  from  now  intend  to  do 
even  more  in  the  stocking  line  than  they  have 
previously  done,  although  that  has  been  extensive. 
A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Everton  and  will  be 
known  as  the  "  Piscatorials."  For  general  enthusiasm, 
perhaps,  Liverpool  is  far  ahead  of  any  other  large 
centre  in  this  county,  for  from  every  club  come  reports 
of  activity  in  angling. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  entry  forms,  tickets,  and  all  regulations  for  the 
three  events  in  connection  with  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  are  now  ready  and  can  be  had  from  the  secre- 
tary and  the  usual  agents  of  the  fishery.  Just  at 
present  we  have  on  view  at  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  a 
splendid  specimen  of  a  "  Coopered  "  pike  which  was 
taken  from  Windermere,  and  it  is  worth  looking  at, 
both  for  its  proportions  and  "  Coopering."  One  or 
two  reports  have  reached  this  city  of  good  sport 
obtained  in  the  district  of  Clonbur,  co.  Galway, 
also  a  specimen  of  lake  trout,  upwards  of  101b., 
although  in  poor  condition.  One  rod  in  par- 
ticular is  pleased  with  his  trip  as  he  secured  good 
sport  there  after  two  miserable  failures  on  loudly 
boomed  waters  elsewhere.  The  Gorton  Angling  Society 
were  due  to  fish  their  opening  match  in  the  Peak 
Forest  Canal  on  June  23  last,  but  contrary  to 
custom  no  report  is  to  hand.  The  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  successfully  fished  the  opening  stage  of  their 
club  championship  in  their  own  private  reservoirs 
The  members  of  the  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society 
last  week  end  fished  the  first  stage  in  their  club 
championship  in  the  Weaver,  the  event  lasting  over 
three  days.  In  the  end  twenty-seven  completed  the 
official  list,  the  following  being  the  first  three : — 
Messrs.  W.  Taylor,  J.  Young,  and  E.  Roberts,  "  Whis- 
kers "  coming  fourth.  Their  waters  in  Drinkwater 
Park  are  fishing  well,  some  good  tench  up  to  21b. 
have  been  taken.  The  next  meeting  is  the  half- 
yearly  one,  when  the  report  for  the  last  six 
months  and  auditors'  report  will  be  considered. 
The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  fished  their 
deferred  match  on  Wednesday,  June  19,  and  not 
Thursday,  June  13,  as  stated  last  week.  This  correc- 
tion is  made  with  every  apology  for  the  error  to  "  our 
Charlie."  The  writer  has  been  to  see  a  roach  2^1b. 
duly  set  up  in  a  beautiful  case.  Friend  "  Drag,"  it  is  a 
chub.  I  was  sold,  the  captor  is  worse  sold,  and  —  wild. 
The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  open  at  Worsley 
to-day.  I  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society 
opened  on  June  22,  at  Northchurch.  The  first  in  order 
of  merit  were  Messrs.  Sprigs,  Parkyn,  Mellor,  and 
Berry. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  the  Shardlow  waters  of  the  Trent  Mr.  P.  Baker 
has  been  killing  some  grand  lots  of  big  chub  with 
gentles  and  the  caddis  grub.  A  fiiend  on  Saturday 
(June  22)  had  291b.  of  roach  to  creed  wheat,  and  scores 
of  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  rapids  below  Beeston 
weirs.  Here,  too,  Mr.  A.  Wetheringham,  of  the 
Beeston  Victoria  Society,  has  landed  seven  or 
eight  barbel.  W.  O.  Simms  has  taken  a  dozen 
barbel  _  in  the  free  waters  of  the  city,  and  one, 
killed  by  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  scaled  ejlb.  Chub 
and  dace  have  shown  excellent  sport  at  Oxenham 
and  Kelham,  and  the  fly  fishing  contingents 
are  reported  to  have  done  remarkably  well,  especially 
in  the  evening.  The  members  of  the  City  Piscatorials 
engaged  in  their  first  match  of  the  season  at 
Rolleston  on  Thursday  (June  20).  Twenty-one  took 
part,  and  most,  if  not  all,  scored  amongst  roach 
and  dace  with  gentles.  The  prize  winners  were — 
1st,  C.  Griffith ;  2nd,  J.  Wilson ;  3rd,  J.  George ; 
4th,  J.  Simpson,  the  president  of  the  society. — Mr. 
J.  Truman  has  bagged  large  quantities  of  eels  and 
flounders  near  Oxenham  weirs. — Mr.  J.  H.  Baker  and 
Mr.  H.  Baker,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  have  taken 


on  private  waters  19  brace  of  handsome  trout.  The 
Trent  keeps  exceptionally  low  and  clear. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  various  waters  jjatronised  by  Sheflield  anglers 
liave  been  fairly  well  tested  by  now,  and  it  has  hueii 
found  that  for  the  time  of  the  year  the  fish 
aic  better  now  than  lias  been  known  for  a 
long  time.  The  best  patronised  waters  are  still  those 
about  Boston,  and  want  of  rain  notwithstanding,  the 
Aqueduct  and  Mount  Pleasant  have  fished  very  well. 
The  fibh  have  improved  rapidly  on  the  previous  week, 
and  the  catches  included  excellent  roach  and  bream. 
The  roach  ran  up  to  about  lib.  each,  whilst  the  largest 
bream  would  draw  the  scale  at  about  31b.  The  Ancholme 
is  very  low  indeed  and  angling  in  the  Brigg  district  has 
not  been  very  satisfactory,  'fhc  Trent  has  done  well, 
particularly  with  dace  and  chub,  l)Ut  the  Witham  has 
not  proved  to  be  in  very  good  trim.  Trout  fishing 
continues  to  be  very  poor,  and  wliat  with  tlie  lowuess 
of  the  water  and  the  prevalence;  of  north-east  winds, 
the  season  has  been  a  very  bad  ou(^ 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  lovely  warm  rain  which  fell  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  has  freshened  up  vegetation  wonderfully, 
but  has  not  made  any  appreciable  difference  to  the 
rivers  and  streams,  all  of  which  are  exceedingly  low  ; 
but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  better.  Of  the  take 
of  tjrout  we  can  say  but  little,  Messrs.  Martin  Perks, 
W.  Thrift,  E.  Williams,  E.  Forster,  and  others  had 
fair  sport,  3 J  brace  the  biggest  catch — fly,  worm, 
and  maggot  all  tried,  but  the  fish  were  not  keen  on 
any  of  them.  Some  nice  grayling  were  hooked  and 
returned  to  the  water  to  get  into  better  condition. 
Chub  fishing  has  been  the  principal  sport  indulged 
in,  but  has  varied  very  much ;  some  days  thoy 
seemed  off  the  feed  altogether,  other  days  they  took 
almost  any  bait  presented  to  them,  and  a  lot  of  fish 
were  creeled.  Mr.  D.  White  had  some  heavy  catches. 
Mr.  Avery  weighed  in  a  161b.  9oz.,  141b.,  and  a  1211). 
Messrs.  Pointing,  L.  F.  Higgs,  Probert  Hill,  Lewis, 
Morton,  Wingfield,  Tomlinson,  and  -others  had  heavy 
takes.  Vamprey,  worm,  maggot,  and  fly  all  killing 
well.  The  clubs  have  been  busy.  The  York  House 
club  had  their  first  competition  of  the  season  at  Holt. 
A  fair  number  of  members  were  present,  and  all  the 
prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  G.  W.  Loxley  was  1st,  Mr.  A. 
Elt  2hd,  Mr.  F.  Thomas  3rd,  and  Messrs.  E.  Tyler,  E. 
Cotton,  and  A.  Cousens,  fishing  under  the  weir,  caught 
heavy  baskets  of  chub.  The  Westward  Ho !  visited  their 
own  club  water  at  Leigh,  and  the  members  mustered 
well,  and  fished  through  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  and  caughta 
nice  lot  of  game  and  coarse  fish.  Major  Jlartin  and 
Mr.  H.  Fenu  tied  for  first  place,  so  divided  first  anil 
second  between  them,  Mr.  George  Johns  being  third. 
The  St.  John's  Club  had  their  contest  on  their 
club  water.  Lower  Teme,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
June  20,  and  had  a  thorough  wetting. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  opening  coarse  fishing  matches  have 
been  held  by  local  angling  clubs.  On  June  22  the 
York  Clarence  had  slow  sport  at  Ellvington,  and  a  very 
small  kill  must  result. — The  York  North-Easterii 
Angling  Association  went  to  Gate  H-ilmsley.  and  from 
the  same  cause — unfavourable  weather — things  went 
flat,  and  fishing  ceased  an  hour  before  the  time  allowed. 
The  catches  were  small. — The  Sportsman  (York)  As.so- 
ciation  fished  the  waters  at  East  Cottingwith  on 
June  24,  and  conditions  and  results  were  ditto. 
Special  prizes  were  won  by  ,1.  Todd,  J.  Welburn,  and 
P.  Nicholson. — West  Cottingwith  was  tried  by 
the  Clifton  Waltonians,  the  day  being  dull  but 
pleasant,  and  the  water  in  good  condition,  though 
the  tide  was  out.  The  same  place  was  chosen 
by  the  Yorkshire  Herald  .\ngling  Society  for  their 
opening  match  on  June  22.  Early  prospects  were 
belied,  for  after  two  hours'  angling  it  began  to  rain, 
and  continued  to  do  so.  The  water  was  rather  low 
and  bright,  but  in  a  relative  sense  the  catch  was  a  good 
one.  Mr.  A.  W.  Knowles  led  at  the  scales  with  31b.  ^oz. 
The  York  Confectionery  Company's  Angling  Society 
went  to  Low  Catton  ;  the  Cattle  Market  -\ngling  Club 
to  Elvington;  the  Londal  Bridge  Angling  Association 
to  Huttons  Arnlo,  and  the  South  Bank  Working 
■  Men's  Club  Angling  Association  to  Sutton-on-Derweni . 
Sport  was  dull  generally.  Harking  back  to  trout,  it, 
is  worth  recording  to  Mr.  Nichol  Smithson  of 
Northallerton,  whilst  fishing  at  Kirby  Sigston,  creeled 
a  dozen  fine  fish  with  the  running  worm.  When 
weighed  the  two  of  them  scaled  over  lib.  each.  Mr. 
Hutmacker  of  Northallerton,  fishing  at  Kepwick, 
caught  ten  trout,  and  Mr.  W.  Pranks,  at  Foxton, 
bagged  five  fine  ones  which  weighed  over  ;31b.,  both 
rodmen  using  the  running  worm.  Mr.  Jas.  Gibson 
from  York  also  caught  a  nice  trout,  casting  with 
gentles  as  bait,  whilst  Sir.  Precious,  his  companion, 
caught  five  well-fed  fish. 

Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  liy  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  ilarston  and  Co.,  Limited,  .St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  letter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  tlie  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Te.xt  Books,  class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  ou 
application. 
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OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

PITVILLE  GATES,   CHELTENHAM.  ' 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS,   FLY  DRE5SERS  &   ROD  MAKERS. 

8   I>MZE   MEDALS   AND   I>IF»L03VIAS  AWARDED. 

Makers  of  the  "  MuItum-in-Parvo "  Trout  Rods,  21s. 


THE    SPORTSMAN'S  DEPOT. 


G.  M.  MACKAY, 

BRIDGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

All  Inforinatioii  as  to  Aiigliiiy  Waters  in  the 
Xortli  uf  Scotland. 

High-Class  Tackle  of  every  Description. 

MuUorli's  lioilx.  Heels,  Lities,  etc. 
Flies  dressed  to  any  Pattern  or  description. 
SUTHERLANDSHIRE  LOCH  FLIES  A  SPECIALITY. 

-Mr,  Wm.  Miirdoolis  list  of  proved  killers 
dressed  to  liis  own  special  patterns  for  each 
Jocality,  2/-  per  do?.  Sand  Bel  Tackle  and 
-Mounts.  Mackay's  Anti-Midge  Oil— protection 
as  well  as  cure  for  Gnat  and  Mosquito  bites— 6d. 
and  Is.  bottles;  postage  Id.  e.vtra.  Guns  and 
Shot.  Cricket,  Tennis,  *c.,  requisites.  All  kinds 
(■f  Repairs  neatly  and  promptly  executed. 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KUZS  BL^CKBEETLES  &FLEAS 
Tins  3d.  6d.  &  1/. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.    Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fish.   List  on  application. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Koach     ...      Is.  6(1.  1     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel     ...      2s.  Orf.  I  A\Tiite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  Od.  t  Green 
Salmon    ...      4s.  8d.  )       on  Boards. 
The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  OUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M.  BARNES, 

1.  St.  Swithin  s  Square,  LINCOLN 


WHOI.ESALK    AND  UKTAI., 

FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER, 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
yhooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


MISS  FARLEY, 
EXPERIENCED  DRY  FLY  DRESSER, 

23,  Wycliffe  Road,  Wimbledon,S.  W. 

Double-winged  Floaters,  2/-  per  doz. 

ALL  PATTERNS  ACCURATELY  COPIED. 
For  ^^  Years  with  Mr.  G.  HOLLAND. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  iij  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^bc  Jfiebino  <5a3ette, 

>  Established  I876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors— 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO. 

Limited, 

Ht,  Dunatan'g  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

.Specialities ; 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes 
&c. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 
KING'S 

NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  bo 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  -the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late 
157,  Commercial  Road,  London,  E.l. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS, 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out;  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or.Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82   PAGES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3|d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  in  every  Issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3§d. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  tlie  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St..  E.C 


BRITISH 

SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chables 
3.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


FLY  CASTING. 


Lessons  given  in  Fly  Casting  by  an 
expert.      Terms   Moderate.  —  Address, 
E.  F.  G.,"  2,    Leigh   Terrace,  Wo.')d 
Street,  Walthamstow. 


NO  W  READY. 


Sixth  Edition,  revised  to  date, 
crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

HOW  AND 
WHERE  TO  FISH 
IN  IRELAND 

By   HI  REGAN. 

With  Map  ami  numerous  Text  Illustrations. 


In  this  book  is  friven  such  advice  as  may  enable 
visitors  to  Ireland  to  reach  fisliing  quarters  and  kill 
flsh  in  a  sporting  way  with  fly,  prawn,  minnow, 
worms,  &c.  In  speaking  of  liotjls,  conveyances, 
accommodation,  routes,  and  means  of  getting  per- 
mission to  fish,  the  author  has  consulted  the  latest 
and  all  available  authorities,  and  can  confidently 
say  that  during  the  few  months  of  my  absence  from 
Ireland  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  these 
matters. 


London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON .  <St  COMPANY,  Limited. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12«.  6d. 
London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


FISHINC  BASKETS,  FISHINC  BASKETS 

(If  evciy  Description  (Own  Mauufactuie). 

SPECIAH.  JJTHtE. 

The  "  Piscator"  Wishing  Creel,  3.s.,  3.t.  9d.,  £,s., 
6.<.  3'i.  and  7s.  6d.,  made  of  Finest  White  Willows. 
Strong  Web  Strap,  Is.  extra.  The  "Cimibina- 
tion  "  Fishing  Basket,  made  of  Best  Buff  Willows, 
well  varnished.  Has  three  divisions  :  (1)  Fish ; 
(2)  Lunch  ;  (3)  Tackle.  So  strong,  it  can  be  used 
stool.  Price  5s.  ed.  and  6s.  Strong  Leather 
Strap,  6d..  extra.  Extra  special  Mat  Baskets, 
strongly  made  and  well  finished.  Is.  erf.,  Is.  Od., 
2.1.  Cd.,  3s.,  the  two  large  sizes  fitted  with  inner 
jHicket.  Fishing  Stools,  Is.  Illustrated  price 
lists  free. 

R0BIN.SON,  GEORGE  &  Co.,  19,  Friar  Gate,  Derby. 
Anglers  wishiug-  to  obtain 

HOTEL.  INN,  OR  FARiVIHOUSE 
AGCOIVIIViODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaah  Walton  Country, 

HHO0LD  ADVERTISE  [N 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

"  Wanted  "  advts.,  18  words,  fid.  ;  30  words.  Is.,  prepaid. 
Addre.<«:    News  Office.  A.<hhnurne 


NOW  ICE  A  nr. 

Royal  8vo.,  sewed,  iiiterleaved  with  ruled  paper. 
Price  ONE  SHILLING  net. 


A  LIST  OP  BOOKS 

RELATING  TO 

FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SUPPLEMENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHECA  PISGATORIA 

OF 

T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL 
PUBLISHED   IN  1883. 
Tills  List   include.s   Works  pitbliaheil 
between  1883  and  1900,  and  some  older 
Hooka  not  mentioned  in  the  *' Blblto~ 
theca  Piacatoria," 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  <Sc  CO., Ltd. 
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^ofcs  from  l^c  ilorf^. 

There  never  was  such  a  dearth  of  anglers  as  at 
present.  The  cold  weather  has  fairly  put  them  down. 
However,  the  long  looked-for  change  having  come  at 
last,  matters  will  in  a  measure  revive  again  as  soon  as 
anything  like  sport  can  be  assured. 

The  fly  is  of  little  use  during  the  day,  but  in  the 
early  morning  and  again  late  at  night  there  is  nothing 
to  beat  it  in  a  small  summer  water. 


The  best  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  by  cleaj- 
water  worming  up-stream.  On  the  Ugie,  on  June  20, 
Mr.  Ingram,  Edinburgh,  had  a  basket  of  15Jlb.,  two 
of  which  weighed  21b.  and  lib.  fully. 


The  May  Fly  is  still  doing  well  on  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Don. 


Dr.  Rennie,  of  Hong-Kong,  Mr.  Brazier,  of  the  Chinese 
Legation  siege  fame,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross,  of  Glass, 
Aberdeenshire,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pirie,  of  Nairn,  have 
lately  been  doing  the  Sutherlandshire  lochs,  and  did 
remarkably  well,  bar  the  weather  and  low  state  of  the 
waters. 


From  the  Kyle  one  day  two  rods  had  fourteen  sea- 
trout,  261b.,  largest  3 Jib.  On  Loch  Crosspool  two 
rods  on  another  occasion  bad  thirty  trout,  largest 
IJlb.,  and  on  Loch  Meadech  two  rods  in  two  hours 
had  seven  trout,  71b.,  largest  Iflb. 


Old  Johnnie  Sutherland,  the  famous  Durness  fisher- 
^man,  is  still  to  the  fore,  hale,  hearty,  and  keen  on  the 
trout  and  trouters.    It  is  worth  the  time  and  trouble 
to  meet  such  a  genial  old  soul. 


The  Don  case  comes  on  for  hearing  this  week  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  and  will  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Court  for  the  next  ten  days.  About  fifty  witnesses 
have  been  summoned  from  the  city  and  county  to 
give  evidence. 


The  case  in  a  nutshell  is  this.  The  Don  has  been 
the  most  abused  river  in  the  kingdom  for  the  past  two 
decades,  chiefly  through  mill-owners  abstracting  the 
water  for  their  own  uses.  The  Earl  of  Kintore  and 
other  riparian  proprietors  contend  that  it  is  ultra  vires 
of  the  mill-owners  to  do  so,  and  they  now  petition  the 
Court  to  interdict  them  from  doing  so. 

The  case  is  brought  against  the  Messrs.  Pirie,  of 
paper  fame,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  burden  of  the 
proof  will  be  to  show  that  they  are  abstracting  more 
water  than  their  charters  enable  them  to  do. 


The  question  of  pollution  is  not  being  touched  in 
the  meantime,  but  is  being  reserved  for  future  action, 
the  policy  of  the  upper  proprietors  being  that  of  one 
thing  at  a  time.  They  have  been  preparing  for  the 
present  fight  for  the  past  three  years,  and  have  a 
reserve  fupd  of  between  £3000  and  £5000  to  go 
on  with. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  are  to  be  at  Duff 
House  about  the  middle  of  July  for  some  three  weeks 
or  so,  after  which  they  go  to  Mar  Lodge.  The  salmon 
pools  up  there  will  be  well  stocked  by  the  time  her 
Royal  Highness  gets  there. 


Finnock  are  now  showing  up  in  small  numbers  in 
the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Don.  This  is  early, 
as  it  is  August  and  September  before  they  are  forward 
in  force. 


The  case  against  James  Swanson,  insurance  agent, 
Thurso,  was  up  before  Lord  Adam  in  the  Court  of 
Session  last  week.  Sir  John  Tollemaohe  Sinclair 
obtained  interdict  against  Swanson  fishing  in  the 
Thurso  river.  Swanson  disregarded  the  interdict,  and 
was  summoned  to  Edinburgh.  He  excused  himself  by 
saying  that  he  had  been  advised  that  the  interdict  did 
not  apply  to  tidal  waters.  The  decision  of  the  Court 
has  not  yet  been  given.  Special  Scotch. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  May  Fly  being  over,  trout  have  been  given  a 
rest  for  the  nonce,  no  reports  of  successful  operations 
among  this  game  fish  bemg  forthcoming  at  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  presided  most  genially,  as 
he  aiways  does,  over  an  excellent  gathering,  and  a 
chat  ensued  on  various  topics  of  interest.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  narrated,  to  the  infinite  amusement  of  the 
company,  yarns  anent  his  Irish  fishing,  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  described  in  his  unapproachable  style  his 
adventures  at  Uxbridge  after  trout,  a  brace  of  which, 
by-the-bye,  he  caught,  but  did  not  kill  on  accoimt  of 
their  not  reaching  the  society's  limit.  The  keeper  has 
been  specially  directed  to  give  attention  to  the  roach 

*  ijx  ton  the  Uxbridge  fishery,  so  that  members  will 


find  them  raked  and  clean  on  July  1  when  this  parti- 
cular fish  can  be  angled  ,for.  Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton  is 
having  his  lecture  on  "Grayling"  printed,  and  it  is 
understood  that  copies  will  be  presented  to  the  society's 
library,  elegantly  bound,  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  later 
on.  Many  of  the  members  will  journey  to  Newbury  on 
Saturday  (June  29)  in  response  to  the  kind  invitation  of 
Mrs.  Baxter,  of  the  Swan,  to  assist  at  the  "  warming" 
of  the  new  adjunct  to  the  society's  headquarters  there. 

"  M.  G.  E.  DK  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  R.  G.  'Woodruff  presided  at  the  meeting  of 
the  society  held  on  Tuesday  last.  Following  the 
example  of  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  and  Mr.  Eldred, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  gave  a  reading  entitled,  "  An 
Angling  Democracy,"  which  was  listened  to  with  rapt 
attention.  Several  matters  of  business  detail  were 
dealt  with,  and  one  gentleman  was  elected  to 
membership.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  made  an  addition  to 
the  ever-increasing  library  in  the  presentation  of  a 
copy  of  "  Shakespeare's  Avon  from  Source  to  Severn," 
for  which  he  was  thanked.  The  society  having 
decided  to  introduce  chub  of  a  good  size  into  the 
waters  rented  at  Kelvedon,  it  is  hoped  the  curator 
may  he  able  to  make  purchases  of  suitable  fish 
to  be  turned  in  when  the  proper  time  shall 
arrive.  Regarding  reports  of  recent  fishing,  Mr. 
Mark  Davies  hooked  a  nice  fish,  unfortunately 
lost,  at  Chesham.  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  captured  a 
21b.  5oz.  fish,  18i  inches  long  and  17  inches  girth,  with 
a  small  Alder  on  4x  gut,  also  a  lib.  12oz.  trout,  a  very 
fair  average  for  the  society's  waters.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  had  a  trout  of  IJlb.  from  private  water; 
Mr.  Eldred  a  brace  from  Chesham,  say  2|lb.  together ; 
Mr.  WoodruS  a  brace,  returned;  Mr.  Hicks  three  good 
trout  from  private  water,  all  over  lib ;  Mr.  Symonds 
trout  from  Chesham  ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke  plaice,  flounders, 
and  whiting  from  Leigh  ;  and  Mr.  Borthwick  trout 
from  Aberdeenshire  again,  largest  fish  Ijlb.,  best  day 
twenty-five  fish.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday  next  (July  2).  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walker  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  held  on  Wednesday 
last,  at  9  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  J,  Hudd  in  the  chair,  after  the 
ordinary  business  had  been  transacted,  the  secretary 
2)ro  tern,  announced  that  the  printed  permits  to  fish 
the  Thatcham  Fishery  were  ready  for  distribution, 
and  that  members  must  in  future  sign  the  book  at  the 
Fishery  and  produce  the  permit  before  fishing.  Mr. 
Sid  Stone  weighed  in  261b.  14oz.  of  grayling,  roach, 
and  dace — largest  grayling,  lib.  4 Joz, ;  best  roach, 
lib.  9^oz.,  lib.  9Joz.,  and  lib.  8oz. ;  best  dace,  9Joz. 
Angling  experiences  were  given  by  several  members  who 
had  been  out  since  last  meeting,  but  had  not  weighed 
their  fish  at  the  clubhouse.  Mr.  Clements,  roach 
from  Blunham ;  Mr.  Parsons,  roach  and  perch ,  from 
Pangbourne  ;  Mr.  Attwood,  perch  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  from 
New  River.  Mr.  Westrup  (our  secretary)  sent  a 
telegram  from  Ireland,  where  he  and  Mr.  Scholefield 
are  fishing,  stating  they  are  having  a  good  time  and 
that  they  have  taken  trout  and  jack — best  brace  of 
trout,  4Wb. ;  best  jack,  121b.  The  roach  in  the  club 
water  are  not  yet  in  good  condition,  as  they  have  not 
quite  recovered  from  spawning.  Several  new  members 
were  proposed. — Sec,  pro  tern. 


UNITED  BROTHERS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  eighteenth  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the 
Druid's  Head,  Deptford  Broadway,  recently,  and  right 
well  did  Host  Mackrell  cater  for  the  company,  which 
numbered  between  fifty  and  sixty.  Mr.  B.  J.  Jacob, 
Mayor  of  Deptford,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak "  of  the  Peo^ile),  the  vice. 
The  Mayor  gave  the  tcast  of  the  United  Brothers 
in  a  neat  speech,  and  humorously  spoke  of  his  earlier 
attempts  at  angling  when  a  boy.  The  toast  was 
suitably  replied  to  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Lawes.  The  vice- 
chairman  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  chairman, 
the  Mayor  replying  in  a  short  speech,  and  at  once 
heading  the  prize  list,  which  was  well  supported  by 
the  vice-chairman,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Mackrell,  Freak, 
Tyler,  Payne,  Wood,  Drage,  and  many  others,  with 
the  result  of  a  good  prize  list  for  the  present  year. 
The  health  of  the  vice-chairman  was  given  from  the 
chair,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Crumplen  in  his  usual 
style.  "  The  Central  and  Benevolent  Associations  "  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Drage,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  secretary.  "The  Host,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
one  of  our  vice-presidents,  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  Mackrell  in  a  short  and  jolly  reply.  The  dinner 
was  excellently  served,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed,  and 
the  singing  by  Messrs.  Will  Broughton,  Read,  Hughes, 
Simpson,  Anderson,  etc.,  was  first  rate.  "  God  Save 
the  King  "  and  '^Auld  Lang  Syne  "  concluded  a  most 
enjoyable  evening.  W.  L. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Colonel  G. — Have  sent  you  some  information 
about  the  Lulea  River.  We  hear  the  mosquitoes  are 
awful. 


Corresponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  Ofwr  Correspondents.] 


"WHERE    TO    GET    TROUT-FISHING  IN 
NORWAY  "—SOME  HINTS. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Mahseer,"  a  healthy  name  to  Indian 
ears,  asks  the  above  question,  and,  in  your  issue  of 
1.5th  inst.,  "  H.  D.  W."  has  given  him  such  an  ex- 
cellent answer  that  it  is  not  without  apologies  to 
"  H.  D.  W."  that  I  venture  to  add  anything  thereto. 

Firstly,  your  printer's  imp  has  printed  R5  and  R14, 
which,  with  an  old  Indian,  stands  for  his  own  old 
familiar  rupee ;  whereas  "  H.  D.  W."  must  have 
written  K5  and  K14  for  Krone  5  (generally  pronounced 
kroner).    A  British  sovereign  is  worth  18  krone. 

"  Mahseer"  will  do  well  to  arrange  with  Bennett,  or 
Cook  and  Co.,  whichever  he  goes  to  for  his  steamer 
ticket,  to  casli  his  cheques  in  Norway,  and  supply  him 
with  a  few  krone  banknotes  of  Norway  to  start  with, 
otherwise  he  may  find  himself  uncomfortably  situated  ; 
for  though  the  British  sovereign  is  freely  accepted 
where  they  have  the  change,  so  many  travellers  trust 
to  it  that  the  small  inland  innkeeper  is  often  run 
short  of  Norwegian  change  and  is  unable  to  accept  it. 

Bennett  has  an  office  somewhere  in  London  as  well 
as  one  in  Bergen,  and  Cook  &  Co.  have  one  in  Bergen 
as  well  as  several  in  London. 

The  lake  fishing  being  all  done  in  boats,  and  the 
best  of  it  in  the  showers,  the  rain  has  a  trick  of 
running  off  waterproofs  on  to  the  seats,  and  sitting  all 
day  on  a  wet  seat  is  what  few  can  do  with  impunity, 
and  fewer  still  with  comfort.  Both  impunity  and 
comfort  can  be  secured  for  three  or  four  shillings  at 
the  stores  in  the  form  of  a  pair  of  sailor's  oilskin  loose 
overall  trousers  that  pull  on  over  the  ordinary  trousers 
and  tie  round  the  waist  with  a  cord. 

The  boats  almost  invariably  leak,  so  that  a  good  pair 
of  shooting  boots  is  advisable.  You  may  also  secure 
both  ends  by  sitting  in  your  waders,  but  they  are 
hotter  than  the  above. 

While  "  H.  D.  W."  has  quoted  for  "  Mahseer's  "  aspi- 
ration the  highest  recorded  weights,  it  may  be  added 
that  ordinarily  the  trout  do  not  run  over  a  pound, 
though  averaging  between  that  and  half  a  pound,  and 
not  infrequently  coming  two  and  three  to  a  cast,  and 
the  grayling  average  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  more. 
A  friend  of  mine,  who  is  no  mean  fisherman,  fished 
that  very  tour  last  year  and  got  only  one  trout  over  a 
pound,  and  that  one  trailing  a  spinning  bait  after  the 
boat.  Therefore  do  not  let  "Mahseer"  burden  him- 
self with  a  heavy  two-handed  fly  rod.  My  favourite 
during  two  seasons  in  Norway  weighed  only  8oz.,  and 
it  sufficed  to  bring  to  basket  three  grayling  at  a  cast, 
each  of  them  within  an  ounce  or  two  of  a  pound. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  water  is  the  product 
of  melted  snow,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  detritus  has 
sunk  the  water  is  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  consequently 
the  gut  ought  to  be  the  finest  natural  undrawn  gut. 
■The  fineness  of  the  gut  will  add  very  materially  to  the 
bag,  unsophisticated  though  the  fish  may  be  thought. 
The  flies  being  the  size  of  lake  flies  used  in  England, 
or  a  trifle  bigger,  are  heavy  for  such  fine  gut.  Con- 
sequently, eyed  flies  should  be  used  so  that  the  gut  can 
be  renewed  when  it  is  seen  to  be  weak  at  the  head  of 
the  fly  from  knuckling. 

As  to  patterns  of  flies,  I  tried  and  killed  on  all  that  "H. 
D.  W."  correctly  commends  as  the  accepted  patterns, 
and  so  did  others  of  my  party,  but  latterly  I  got  to  pin 
my  faith  on  three,  the  Zulu  for  preference,  and  in  two 
sizes  for  differing  weather,  those  with  the  addition  of 
silver  tinsel  being  the  most  attractive,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  natural  Zulu,  of  which  the  artificial 
fly  is  an  excellent  imitation,  has  a  glisten  on  it,  and 
the  glint  serves  to  attract  attention,  especially  from  a 
depth  or  a  distance.  On  a  sunny  day,  with  no  breath 
of  air  to  ripple  the  surface,  and  the  water  as  clear  as 
crystal,  I  have  seen  a  grayling  come  up  from  twenty 
feet  of  water  to  an  Alexandra,  and  I  put  it  down  to  the 
attractive  glint  of  the  silver  tinsel.  Thus  the  Alexandra 
is  one  of  my  three  favourites  for  use  on  bright  days. 
For  general  use  I  put  before  it  the  Red  Zulu,  as  we 
called  it,  tied  like  a  Zulu,  but  of  the  colour  of  a  Red 
Spinner,  of  which  I  saw  many  naturals  on  the  water. 

For  a  landing  net  "  Mahseer  "  does  not  want  a  great 
lumbering  one,  but  the  ordinary  light  wading  landing 
net. 

But  his  creel  may  well  be  enlarged.  Mine  was 
fifteen  inches  long  at  bottom  and  ten  inches  deep,  and 
I  frequently  had  it  filled  once  and  a  half  again,  so  I 
took  a  second  larger  one  which  I  called  my  clothes- 
basket. 

The  time  is  now  till  end  of  August. 
■   "Mahseer"  wiU  find  a  "Baedeker's  Norway  and 
Sweden  "  useful  in  maps  and  routes. 
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On  the  lakes  he  will  not  be  troubled  by  mosquitoes, 
but  by  the  rivers  he  will  find  they  knock  the  Indian 
mosquito  silly,  and  he  will  rue  it  if  he  does  not  go 
provided  with  Creoline  or  Mosquitofuga,  the  former  is 
the  ohoaiwr  and  equally  effective.  Paint  it  on  exposed 
parts,  and  renew  it  about  midday,  and  no  mosquito 
or  horse-tly  will  settle.  Failing  it,  much  of  him  will 
be  left  at  the  riverside. 

If  he  is  at  all  dependent  on  his  whisky  and  soda,  he 
will  need  to  take  the  former  with  him  from  Bergen,  as 
the  small  innkeepers  are  precluded  from  selling  it  bv 
heavy  penalty.  But  they  have  good  French  light 
wines,  and  the  beer  of  the  oouncry  is  good. 

H.  S.  T. 


A  22lb.  rainbow  TROUT. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  send  j'ou  an  amateur  photo  and 
a  paper  outline  cutting  of  a  very  fine  rainbow  trout  I 
caught  in  Pavilion  Lake  the  other  day.  The  follow- 
ing account  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  if  you 
care  to  publish  it.  Description  of  fish  is  as  follows ; 
Weight,  eight  hours  after  capture,  221b.  4oz. ; 
length,  from  tip  of  nose  to  centre  of  tail  in  direct  line, 
37i  inches  ;  girth,  20  inches;  width  of  tail,  8  inches. 
He  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  pronounced  by 
experts  a  true  rainbow  trout.  My  party,  consisting  of 
an  Indian,  "Jimmy,"  and  his  wife,  Isabel,  both  good  ! 
types  of  Upper  British  Columbia  Indians,  and  self, 
left  the  ranch  on  May  15,  a  lovely  early  summer  dav, 
with  seven  horses,  a  spring  wagon,  saddles,  pack 
saddles,  two  tents,  kitchen  and  grub  for  two  weeks, 
sleeping  bags  and  complete  outfit,  and  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  a  small  collapsable  Berthonboat,  supplied 
by  the  Army  Equipment  Company  of  Pall  Mall,  also 
rods  and  complete  fishing  outfit.  We  were  on  a  trip 
t')  some  of  the  lakes  north  of  here,  in  which  I  had 
heaid  from  the  Indians  were  very  large  trout  that 
refused  to  be  captured. 

Wo  drove  first  to  Pavilion  Lake,  some  six  miles 


greedily.  However,  early  next  morning  we  put 
together  (a  matter  of  five  minutes)  and  launched  the 
little  boat.  Not  a  fish  was  seen  to  rise  anywhere,  so 
started  trolling  with  very  small  spoon,  and  in  three 
hours  secured  eighteen  nice  trout  weighing  241b., 
among  them  some  very  pretty  ones  of  31b.  Ply 
fishing  is  the  kind  I  like  best,  and  hearing  from  the 
Indians  that  fish  were  rising  on  Loon  Lake,  we  moved 
camp  and  descended  to  a  lovely  fertile  valley,  elevation 
2,800  feet.  We  camped  in  a  lovely  spot  close  to 
the  head  of  the  lake.  Here  I  enjoyed  capital 
sport  with  the  fly,  taking  fish  from  |lb.  to  l^lb., 
very  game  and  in  perfect  order ;  one  afternoon's 
bag  alone  was  108  fish,  weighing  about  751b.  What 
fish  were  not  eaten  in  camp  were  cleaned  and 
slightly  salted,  and  takeii  home  for  distribvition 
among  friends,  not  forgetting  a  good  boxful  to  the 
ranch,  where,  I  can  assure  you,  they  were  much 
appreciated  by  the  ranch  hands.  We  spent  a  day  at 
Kil-wat-Ka  Lake,  but  the  fish,  though  much  in 
evidence  and  far  larger  than  Loon  Lake  trout,  were 
not  on  the  fly,  so,  after  securing  some  half  dozen, 
returned  to  camp.  The  next  day  we  started  on  the 
homeward  trip,  I  rowing  the  little  Berthon  and  taking 
most  of  the  camp  outfit  with  mo  to  the  foot  of  the 
lake — nine  and  a  half  miles — where  the  horses  were 
]>acked  again ;  we  reached  the  wagon  road  at  Hat 
Creek  House  at  sunset,  and  home  to  the  ranch  next 
day,  after  ten  days'  very  enjoyable  trip  without  a 
single  mishap.  This  country  contains  many  facilities 
for  various  sport  with  gun  and  rod.  The  climate  is 
excellent  and  the  scenery  grand  and  the  Indians  most 
peaceable,  friendly,  and  helpful.  The  only  regret  I 
had  was,  though  taking  my  Kodak  along,  the  films 
failed  to  reach  me  in  time,  otherwise  I  could  have 
taken  numerous  pictures  of  grand  and  lovely  views  of 
mountain,  stream,  and  lake.  This  district  contains 
grizzly,  cinnamon,  and  black  bear,  deer,  lynx,  two 
varieties  of  grouse,  ptarmigan,  prairie  chicken,  several 


note  on  the  same  page ;  and  upon  p.  18  of  the'  same 
work  is  given  a  quotation  from  Martial  as  to  the 
rising  of  the  scarus  at  artificial  flies.— Yours  truly,  C. 

[Yes,  we  know  the  Macedonian  fish  story.  Much 
obliged  all  the  same. — Ed.] 


BAITS  FOR  BASS  AND  MULLET. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  W.  Rice,  bass  and  mullet 
fishing  are  quite  distinct  branches  of  sea-angling,  but, 
having  had  a  good  deal  of  practice  at  both,  I  can 
strongly  recommend  your  correspondent  to  refer  to 
Land  and  Water  of  Jan.  12  and  Feb.  1(5,  in  which  he 
will  find  two  articles,  entitled  "  Mullet  Fishing  "  and 
"Bass  Fishing,"  giving  a  concise  but  very  practical 
account  of  the  various  baits  and  ways  of  using  them. 

On  the  Devonshire  coast,  small  bass  appear  to  be 
just  now  taking  the  White  Fly  pretty  freely.  The 
Shaldon  Shiner  is  a  good  special  fly. 

In  Morocco  many  bass  were  taken  from  the  rocks 
with  fresh  prawn  threaded  on  the  hook,  inserted  at 
!  the  tail  and  brought  out  under  the  thorax,  slightly 
j  whipped  with  silk  or  thread  to  stand  casting,  used 
I  with  long  rod,  fine  tackle,  and  very  small  lead,  casting 
j  well  out  and  continually  sinking  and  drawing.    I  may 
!  mention  the  "  Sarcelle  "  bait,  to  be  had,  I  think,  from 
most  purveyors  of  sea  fishing  tackle,  as  very  useful, 
and  taken  even  when  bass  are  shoaling  on  the  surface 
in  clear  water,  but  I  have  seen  some  recent  samples 
which  are  far  from  correct. — Y'ours  truly, 

Calais,  June  18,  1901.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  WITH  DEFICIENT  GILL 
COVERS. 

Sir, — Are  rainbow  trout,  bought  from  a  fishery, 
considered  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  and  fit  for 
sale  if  short  of  gill  cover  ? — Yours  faithfully,     F.  J.  , 

Altrincham. 

[A  trout  may  have  defective  gill  covers  and  yet  bo 
otherwise  healthy,  but  such  fish  ought  never  to  be 


long  and  half  a  mile  wide,  in  the  ^Marble  Canon, 
some  twenty-five  miles  from  Hat  Creek  House  on  the 
old  Cariboo  road,  and  on  the  wagon  road  between 
Hat  Creek  House  and  the  little  mining  town  of 
Lilloet,  on  the  famous  Fraser  River;  arrived  at 
camp  at  six,  close  to  the  lake,  and  early  next  day  I 
started  trolling  in  the  Berthon  boat,  using  small,  plain 
silver  spoon  and  "  Hardy  "  trout  rod,  also  one  of  Hardy 
Brothers'  "Perfect"  reels  and  ordinary  trout  lines  of 
seventy-five  yards  length.  At  a  quarter  past  nine  I 
struck  my  fish,  and  after  thirty-five  minutes'  most 
exciting  fight  safely  gaffed  him  into  the  boat ; 
was  fortunate  enough  to  get  the  gaff  into 
his  gills,  which  he  opened  in  his  dying  struggle, 
so  that  he  was  unblemished.  He  was  also  only 
slightly  hooked  by  one  barb  of  the  tri  furcated 
hook.  He  fought  furiously  from  first  to  last,  and 
towed  the  boat  for  several  hundred  yards.  After 
landing  my  prize  we  moved  camp  back  to  Hat  Creek 
House,  so  that  I  could  send  my  fish  down  to 
Ashcroft,  situated  on  the  C.  P.  Railway,  to  be 
exhibited,  admired,  and  photographed,  and  where 
he  was  subsequently  eaten  and  pronounced  excellent. 
He  arrived  in  perfect  order  just  twenty-four  hours 
from  being  taken  out  of  the  water.  At  Hat  Creek 
House  I  left  my  wagon,  harness,  etc.,  and  proceeded 
with  saddle  and  pack  horses  to  Loon  Lake,  Hi-Hiume 
Lake,  and  Kil-wat-Ka  Lake'  all  in  the  Bonaparte 
Plateau,  one  horse  taking  the  boat,  which  comes  apart 
in  the  middle  and  forms  two  convenient  packs  of 
sixty-five  pounds  each,  and  the  oars,  rods,  etc. ;  another 
horse  the  kitchen  and  grub ;  and  the  third  the  tents, 
sleeping  bags,  and  spare  clothing.  We  also  took  the 
old  driving  mare  to  act  as  "  bell  mare,"  and  keep  the 
horses  together  in  camp.  Lunched  at  Loon  Creek 
'and  rested  an  hour,  taking  off  all  the  packs  and  giving 
the  animals  a  rest  and  feed,  and  proceeded  over  a  bad 
and  very  steep  trail  to  Hi-Hiume  Lake,  an  elevation 
of  4,500  feet,  and  in  places  were  in  last  winter's  snow. 
Not  much  show  for  fly  fishing,  you  will  say,  and  so  it 
proved,  July  and  August  being  the  time  to  visit  this 
lake,  when  very  game  trout  from  31b.  to  71b.  will  take 


varieties  of  duck,  geese,  etc.  The  day  previous  to  our 
camping  at  Loon  Lake  an  Indian  shot  and  killed  a 
fine  black  bear,  and  I  was  told  his  fur  was  in  good  con- 
dition. The  bear  was  killed  a  short  distance  from 
where  we  were  camping. — Yours  truly, 

Walter  Langlf.y. 

The  Basque  Cattle  Ranch, 
Ashcroft  P.O.,  British  Columbia. 


THE  ROUNDWOOD  RESERVOIR,  IN  THE 
WICKLOW  HILLS. 

Sir, — In  an  article  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  April  C,  "H."  states  that  permission  is  readily 
granted  by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  to  fish  in  the 
above-named  reservoirs.  With  some  friends  I  have 
fished  in  the  district  the  last  two  years,  but  have 
failed  to  get  permission.  I  enclose  the  reply  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Waterworks  Committee. — Yours 
truly,  Thos.  Sneath. 

Stafford. 

[Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Sneath ;  we  presume  the  permission  was  formerly 
given,  but  has  been  withdrawn. — Ed.] 

"  Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  May 
30,  I  am  directed  by  the  Waterworks  Committee  to 
say  that  they  cannot  grant  you  permission  to  fish  in 
the  Roundwood  Reservoir.  The  Committee  are  under 
the  impression  that  perhaps  the  permission  you  seek 
is  for  the  Rathmines  Reservoir,  in  which  case  it  will 
be  necessary  for  you  to  apply  to  the  Rathmines  Urban 
District  Council. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Charles  Power,  Secretary." 

"Corporation  of  Dublin  Waterworks  Committee, 
Secretary's  Department,  City  Hall, 
Dublin,  June  6,  1901." 


ORIGIN  OF  FLY  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — If  you  will  refer  to  "  Prose  Halieutics," 
or  fish  tattle,  by  the  late  Dr.  Badham,  at  p.  310,  you  will 
find  a  quotation  from  Oppian  (a.d.  60-140),  giving  the 
description  of  an  artificial  fly  used  in  Macedonia,  the 
tying  of  which  is  given  in  the  original  Greek  in  a  foot- 


sent  out  by  fish-breeders ;  it  is  a  most  unsightly 
defect,  and  utterly  ruins  the  charm  which  a  perfect 
trout  should  have.  The  fish  look  bad  in  the  river  and 
worse  out,  and  any  wise  fish-breeder  will  kill  every 
fish  he  breeds  which  is  defective  in  this  way.  Rain- 
bows in  Europe  seem  to  be  rather  subject  to  short  gill 
covers  and  crooked  jaw,  which  is  as  bad. — Ed.] 


WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  WAY  TO  DESTROY 
OLD  FISH-HOOKS? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you 
would  inform  me  as  to  the  best  means  of  effectually 
destroying  old  fish  -  hooks  ?  Fire  may  alter  their 
temper,  but  I  do  not  find  that  they  are  destroyed. 
Would  the  hooks  not  still  be  dangerous  to  anj'one 
clearing  away  the  ashes  ? — Yours  truly, 

Birmingham.  O.  A.  Weiss. 

[Our  correspondent  should  bury  them  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth,  or  drop  them  down  the — sink. — Ed.] 


A  PASS  FOR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  correspondence  of  last  week  I 
notice  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Muirhead  is  asking  for  advice  re 
letting  trout  over  a  dam  breast.  Taking  it  for  granted 
that  he  cannot  easily  make  a  fish  ladder  round  the 
dam  on  a  small  scale,  I  should  suggest  that  he  got 
two  strong  boxes  made  thirty  inches  by  twelve  inches, 
and  got  them  fixed  stair  fashion  beneath  the  cut,  the 
one  side  being  an  inch  or  two  lower  than  the  other  to 
allow  the  water  to  flow  over  and  the  fish  to  ascend.  If 
these  boxes  were  painted  a  dull  stone  colour  and 
properly  fixed,  I  think  there  is  but  little  doubt  that 
the  fish  would  take  full  advantage  of  them.  If  the 
highest  box  were  placed  one  foot  below  the  cut  and 
the  next  a  foot  below  that,  the  jump  would  be  prac- 
tically nothing ;  they  could  either  be  fixed  with 
wooden  or  iron  supports,  and  the  cost  would  be 
trifling.  This  plan  has  been  tried  once  at  least  before 
in  a  similar  case,  but  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  say  whether 
it  turned  out  a  success  or  not. — Yours  truly, 

Frome.  E.  A.  Litten. 

(Several  Utters  are  xiivavoidahly  Jteld  over.) 


Osvoted  entirely  to  AnKling,] 
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MILD, 

MEDIUM. 

FULL, 


99 


An  exact  Imitation  of  The  Natural,  fcp 
Trout  and  Chub,  is  now  ready.  It  will 
float  for  any  length  of  time  without  any 
artificial  aid  whatever. 
None  genuine  except  in  sealed  envelope 
bearing  the  signature  of  inventor. 

J.   L.  KENN^EOY, 

Address,  "  ELLERSLIE,"  SOLIHULL. 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

GRATEFUL- COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


CILLETT'S 

CELEBRATED 

WHOLE  CANE 

SALMON 
and  TROUT 
RODS 


2  Tops, 

PROM 


CILLEn 


MO,  FETTER  LANE 

^  LONDON,  E.G. 


Smoking^  Mixture 

HAS   NO    E  Q  U  A1-,   IlSr   QU  ALIT  Y. 

OF    AT,Z    TOBACCONISTS    ANI>    STORKS    THROUGHOUT    TBE  WORLD. 


lb.  TIN 

2/4. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 

137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  London,  E.C. 

Agents  for  India:  WALTER  LOCKB  &  CO..  Calcutta,  Lahore,  and  Simla. 

SOLID  LEATHER  TACKLE  CASES, 

Fitted  with  Box  to  tal<e  Mounted  Lines,  Casts,  Hool(s,  Flies,  and  small  Accessories. 


PIGSKIN,  2  foia 
a  strong,  relia 
case,  3/ 

CALF,  2  fold 

pockets  for  hoc  

etc.,  5/6. 


The  "SPECIAL," 
made  of  best  se- 
lected calf.  3  fold 
with  9  pockets 
and  cast  com- 
partment ;  a 
splendidly  made 
book  ;  highest 
class  finish,  8/6. 

All  Anglers  should  have  one  of  our  New  Season's  Price  Lists,  over  200  illustrations, 
sent  Post  Free  on  receipt  of  Address. 


BUMSTED'SiSSSALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 


EVENING  &  MIDGE  FLIES. 

Sure  Killers ;  for  use  after  the  May  Fly. 

SMALL  MIDGE  FLIES,  ASSORTED  PATTERNS,  ON 
GUT  OR  EYED  HOOKS,  2s.  per  doz. 

"  The  small  '  Midges  '  you  supplied  me  with  last  week  did  wonderful  execution. 
I  secured  several  brace  every  evening  with  them  when  the  fish  refused  everythint^ 
else." — J.  W.  B.,  London,  June  27th,  1900.  ° 


 ■  ■■■■■■■■■ 


EVENING  MOTHS 

(F'or  use  SLti  Dusk) 

I'OB  BIVER,  LAKES  <&  RESERVOIRS. 

Six  Patterns,  on  Eyed  Hooks,  3s.  6ci.  per  doz. 

"  I  had  capital  sport  with  the  Moths  you  sent  me,  they  are  the  only  evening 
flies  I  have  ever  seen  worthy  the  name  of  a  trout  fly."— J  R  P  Hereford" 
July  1st,  1900. 

MIDGE  CASTS     ^  y***  -  tapered  to  gossamer,  is.  each. 
^        wj-«w  1  w,  2  yds.,  Sd.  each. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

NTORTHERlSr      AKGLEF5S'  DEPOT, 

19,  NEW  STATION   STREET,  LEEDS. 


2-oz.  PACKET 

Before  buying  youp 

RODS,  LINES,  REELS, 
TACKLE,  ETC., 

WRITE  TO  THE 

PIONEERS  AND  ONLY  SHEFFIELD 
MANUFACTURERS 

OF  THE 

SHEFFIELD  ROACH,  CREENHEART, 

AND  OTHER 

TROUT  RODS, 

FOR  THEIK 

X901    I»RICE  I^ISX. 

IT    WILL    PAY  YOU. 

FLIES  DRESSED  TO  ANY  PATTERN. 
Bui-e  you   ttied   the    Petfeet  Model 
Uoolc?   If  not,  do  so. 

All  our  rods  are  made  on  our  own  premises 
by  thorouglily  practical  anglers  and  workmen 

JNote  our  addresses — 

GEORGE  WOOD  &  CO., 

117,  Pinstone  Street,  and 

41,  Button  Lane,  SHEFFIELD. 

WHOLESALE   &  RETAIL. 

National  Telephone,  No.  2ti57. 


SPLIT 
CANE  and 
GREENHEART 

5ALM0N, 
TROUT, 
and    other  RODS. 


4^4^  /  5,  Church  Place, 


Piccadilly,  S.W. 


TROUT  FLIES 

Double  Winded,  2/6  per  doz. 

OGDEN  SMITH, 

6,  PARK  SIDE, 

HYDE  PARK  COBJS  ER, 
And  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapfiam  Junction. 

LONDON,  S.W. 
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RLITTLEiCo. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

Salmon 

AND 

Trout 

Reels4liiies,«c.  '  ROQS. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 

MADE    OF   CELLULOID  BODIES. 

(R.  B.  MARSTON'S  PATENT.) 

TRY  THEM  !      SURE   KILLERS  ! 

FLIES  CAN   BE  DRESSED  ON  MODEL  PERFECT  HOOKS. 
6 


FOR 

NORWAY, 

SWEDEN, 

ICELAND, 

CANADA, 

IRELAND, 

SCOTLAND, 

ENGLAND. 


GXJT 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND   BEST.     THEY  WILL  LAST  AT 
LEAST  THREE  TIMES  LONGER  THAN  ANY  OTHER. 

SEA  GUT,  SEA  LINES,  AND  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

Ca.ti£i,lo^ues     I»ost    F]?ee    on^  Ai>x>lica>t;ion. 


63,   HAYMARKET,   LONDON,  S.W. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-Plait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  ; 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines  ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding ; 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  FRANCIS  FRANCIS,  Mr.  SENIOR  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "Rod  in  India,"  and  "The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Mahston,  Mr.  Pknnfll,  Mr.  Frank 
BucKLAND,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  yai-ds.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Re-dress  lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue,  Two  Stamps. 
Postal  Address— COMPSTALL,  near  MARPLE. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPAKAXCS,  MOUirSCA,  CBVSTACfiAITB,  WATER  PXiAirTS, 
FX8H  MEAX.,  BISCITZTS, 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.   SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LTD.,  DUMFRIES. 

A.  W.  ARMISTEAD,  Managing  Director. 


BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CULTXTRE  ever  published  :  "An  Anoler'8  Paramsb,  abb 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,  12/10  post  free.   "  Handy  Guide  to  Fish  Cultcrb,"  i /a  post  free. 
1000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or  500  and  tonk,  7/6. 


Of  very  highest  quality, 
TIED  BY 

Jos.  Br  ad  del  I  &  Son, 

Tackle  Makers,  Belfast. 

For  every  RIVER  in 

IRELAND. 

Telegrams :  "  Braddell,  Belfast."     Telephone,  525  Belfast.    Established  1811. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT !    TROUT !    TROUT ! 

Plaices  Reduced 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCB  LEYEN  TROUT. 

illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking  Waters. 

Apply  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  in  the  Kingdom. 

ANDREW  HENBY,  Secretary, 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

Ad  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 
Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  oommunications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WYERS  FnfeREB, 
30,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 


SCOTLAND  and  NORWAY. 

Gentlemen  who  intend  to  visit  these  countries  for  angling  are  invited  to  write  to  W.  J.  CUMMINS, 
who  will  be  glad  to  give  practical  advice  with  regard  to  Tackle. 

SPECIAL  FLIES  FOR  LOCH  LEVEN,  THE  SUTHERLAND  LOCHS,  AND  FOR  ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND. 
SPECIAL  TROUT  AND  SALMON  FLIES  FOR  IRELAND. 

SPECIAL  FLIES  AND  TACKLE  FOR  NORWAY. 


Wfite  for  the  most  magnificent  Catalogue  of  Fishimg  Tackle  ever  published,  full  of  useful  information 

and  beautiful  Illustrations.     Free  to  any  address, 

W.  J.  CUMMINS,  NORTH  OF  ENGUND  ROD  WORKS, 
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A  HOSPITAL  FOR  RODS. 

Have  you  a  Rod  that  has  got  "  swoppy "  or  weak-backed  by  use  and 

age  ?    If  so  send  it  to  us  and  we  will 

GIVE  IT  A  NEW  LEASE  OF  LIFE 

by  the  addition  of  our  steel  tonic.  Steel  Ribbing  stiffens  and 
strengthens  rods,  transforming  rods  that  have  been  thrown  aside  as 
old,  weak  and  useless,  or  that  have  been  murdered  in  the  making, 

into  good,  stiff,  strong,  and  powerful 

"UP-TO-DATE"  DRY  FLY  RODS. 

A  FEW  SAMPLE  REPORTS  ON      STEEL  RIBBING  "  (unsolicited) 

As  a  means  of  Stiffening  and  -Strengthening  Rods. 

''I  think  the  '  Steel  Ribbing '  excellent.  You  have  made  a  useless  rod  into  a  very  good  one."— Guy  Beowne.  Royal 
Exchange  Assurance  Company,  Royal  Exchange,  London,  E.G.  > 

"Rod  to  hand  You  certainly  have  greatly  improved  it,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  rod  is  far  better  than 
it  was  ever  before."— Feed.  W.  Cooke,  Fishmg  Tackle  Maker,  Newtown,  North  Wales. 

"The  rod  arrived  safely,  and  I  am  delighted  with  it."— E.  C.  Wheeleb,  71,  Queen's  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol 

"I  have  received  the  rod  all  right,  and  find  it  much  improved."— Victor  Coates,  Hathmore,  Dunmurry  Co  Antrim 
Ch-l"^U^N^tt-°'^/°''  ^""^  "^"^  ^l""^^  *°  ^  •'^'^^  '^'^i"  fo'i'^  times  the  price."-A.  Methebingham, 


FOSTER'S  "UP-TO-DATE"  "STEEL  RIBBED"  ROD. 

{Ftilly  lUustrated  in  Foster's  Catalogue.   Sent  free  to  any  address.) 
Prices    .     .    In  Whole  Cane,  2X/-.       In  Greenheart,  J25/6.       In  Built  Cane,  45/6.       In  either  two  or  three  joints  or  parts. 

They  are  used  and  recommended  by  the  Higrhest  Living  Authorities,  including  The  Editors  of  "  The  Field  "  "  Fishing- 
Gazette";  G.  M.  KELSON,  the  well-known  writer  on  Salmon  Fishing;  C.  W.  GEDNEY,  the  noted  "Dry  Fly"  Fisher  Author 
of  "Angling  Holidays,"  etc. ;  Major  FISHER,  Author  of  "Rod  and  River,"  etc. ;  and  from  other  leading  authorities  and 

Authors  of  Standard  Works  on  Angling. 

=  iJ""^^  ^^"^  °5  "^Tj  ^"S^"sh  or  foreign,  can  ht  treated  equally  advantageously  by  Steel  Ribbing  at  a  uniform  cost  of 
5/9;  Rods  over  12ft.,  3/6  extra.   Additional  tops  Ribbed  at  a  cost  of  1/9  each.   Send  your  Rod,  and  we  will  report  on  it. 

Numerous  Testimonials,  inclusive  of  some  from  Tackle  Makers,  are  given  in  our  General  and  Supplementary  Lists. 


PERFECT"  KILL  DEVIL  DEVON. 

This  bait  is  doing:  more  execution  among:  Trout,  Salmon  and  Pike 

than  any  in  use. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  ONE  OR  TWO  OF  OUR  LATEST  TESTIMONIALS 

"  There  i?  a  gentleman  named  Vaeitt  here  who  is  having  grand  sport  with  your  '  Perfect  Kill  "  Seeing  the  testi^monials  in  your  List  I  was  induced  to  try  your  Kill  Devil  and  to  mv  astonish 
Devil.  He  caught  five  grand  Trout,  weighing  a  total  of  141b.,  yesterday  and  a  Pike  221h.  Send  me  "'.^i''  ^ 'aiided  12  pike  and  a  one-pound  perch  in  a  very  short  time.  I  never  had  sucf^snort  even 
the  ten  baits  m  the  sizes  given  below  "  with  natural  bait  I  "-H.  H.  Afford,  Cardington  House,  Mount  Pleasant  \or«i?h    June  ith  1001 

-JOHN  A.  JOTCE,  J.P..  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur.  Co.  Galway.        ^^li}  ^^i^C^^^^T'l  ""^ff  T'^'^-'^r  J^'^*-^'  ^eat  the  lot'  easily  as  at  ro^t 

Kuier.  — (..apt.  Clowes,  Norbury  Hall,  near  Rochester 

Prices-liin.  2/-,  liin.  2/-,  Ifin.  2/6,  2iii.  2/6,  2\m.  2/9,  2|in.  3/-,  2|in.  3/3,  Sin.  3/6,  S^in.  3/9,  3jin.  4/-. 

THE  BEST  LINE  IS  THE  ACME  (1900  Pattern)  Dry  (or  wet)  Fly  Line.     Price  2^^.  per  yard  Levil  Trout  sizes,  and  Zd.  per  yard 

Double  Tapered  Ditto,  Salmon  and  Pike  sizes,  ^d.  extra  per  yard. 

T.:egraphi.Add»=     D.  ft  W.  H.  FOSTER,  Ashboume,  Derbyshire.  is'L"*""" 

"FOSTER  BROS., Ashbourne."  London  Agent-J.  TAYLER.  10,  Harbepton  Road.  London,  N.  Highest  Award  for  Flies,  1889. 

a8o  Pages.  X.XfS'OrfS     FRSXS.  Hundreds  of  Illustrations.      Highest  Award  for  Lines,  1889. 


Publishers  of  the  "Scientific  Angler"  (9th  Edition  now  being  cleared),  and  of  the  "Angler's  Exchange." 

The  latter  is  supplied  gratis  to  our  Customers.  ' 


u 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  QRAY'5  INN  ROAD 

(Close  to  MOLBORN),  LONDON,  W.C. 


BAMBOO  ROACH  AND  BREAM  RODS,  2  Tops,  Ringed,  Brazed,  and  Winch 
Fittings.    20ft.  10/6,  12/6,  18/-.    18ft.  8/'6.    15ft.  6/-. 

WHOLE  CANE  LEGER  AND  BOAT  RODS,  3  Joints,  2  Tops,  Hard  Steel  Snake 
Kings.  DOUBLE-BRAZED  Balance  Handle,  Bronzed  Fittings,  in  Bag. 
10ft.  10/6  and  6/6. 

WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  AND  BARBEL  AND  CHUB  RODS.  3  Joints,  2  Green- 
heart  Tops,  Hard  Steel  Snake  Rings,  .DOUBLE-BRAZED  Balance  Handle, 
Bronze  Fittings,    lift,  and  12ft.  10/6. 

NOTTINGHAM  WOOD  REELS,  Brass  Backs,  Brass  Bushed.  Sin.  1/2  and  1/9 
Mm.  1/4  and  2/-.    4iu.  1/9  and  2/6. 

.NOTTINGHAM  WOOD  OPTIONAL  CHECKS,  Brass  Star  Backs,  Brass  Bushed 
3in.  2,  6  and  3/3.    3Jin.  3/-  and  3/6.    4in.  3/6  and  4/-. 


CflLT/LILiOGUES  GRATIS. 


THE  GRANT  VIBRATION  ROD 

THE  ONLY  PERFECT  ROD. 
Greatest  Ease  in  Fishing.     Perfect  command  over  tiie  Fly. 
PRACTICALLY  UNBREAKABLE. 
FROM  THREE  GUINEAS. 

PLAYFAIR,  Union  Bridgre,  ABERDEEN 


THE  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FISH  HATCHERIES. 

The  following  Pure-bred  Stock  supplied  in  the  OVA,  YEARLING,  and 

TWO-YEAR-OLD  stage: 

COMMON  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,   AND  AMERICAN   BROOK  TROUT, 

Natural  and  specially  prepared  Artificial  Fish  Food  and  suitable  Aquatic  Plants  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  former  also  supplied. 

Bavarian  Great  Lake  Trout.  I       Loch  Leven  Trout. 

Land-locked  Salmon.   Alpine  Char.  |       Itchen  River  Trout  and  Salmon. 

Price  List  and  all  information  can  be  obtained  from  the  Dibeotoe  of  the  Fishery^ 
Holywell,  North  Wales, 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLD  TROUT  for  SALE. 

EAINBOWS  a  speciality ;  reared  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food ;  sold  by  guaranteed 
minimum  measurement,  not  by  average.  Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c.  "Pep- 
Ionised  Fish  Meal,"  made  from  pure  fish.  Sole  British  Agent.  Inspection  iuvited.  Apply  for 
catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


TROUT   FOR   STOCKING  STREAMS. 

(PURE  ITCHES  RIVER  BREED.) 

4  inch.     £15         per  1000.      Keady  for  delivery  Sept.,  Oct.  this  year. 
C  inch.    £25  per  1000.  ,,  ,,        Nov.,  Dec.  ,, 

8  inch.     £5  10s.    per   100.  „  „        Sept.  „ 

1(1  inch.     £10  per   KM).  ,,  ,,        Dec.  ,, 

12  inch.     £12  per   100.  „  „        Feb.,  1902. 

N.B  —These  8,  10  and  12  inch  Trout  will  not  be  fully  two  years  old  until  MARCH,  1902,  by  whicli 
time  they  will  be  much  larger  fi.sh  jind  more  costly  to  purchase. 

Address,  V.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 


5M0KE 


imm. 


^s,  3d.  \         Tins.   Of  ctll  Tobstcconists. 


ENRIGHT'S 

"SHANNON" 

CUT  CASTS. 


(  "  I  killed  over  ISO  fish  in  Norway  on  your 
'  Shannon '  Single  Gut  Casts  and  NEVER 
HAD  A  BREAK."— C.  T.  S. 

"  I  killed  60  Salmon  on  vour  '  Shannon  ' 
Single  Gut  Casts,  and  NEVER  HAD  A 
SMASH."— G.  M.  I. 


Catalogues  from 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL,  IRELAND. 


Telegraphic  Address,  "FISHING,  LIVERPOOL." 


Telephone,  S611, 


HENRY  WHITTY 

15,  BASNETT  STREET,  LIVERPOOL. 


Made  in 
my  own 
Factory. 


2-  Joint  Special  Trout  Rods  ..     ..    15s.  to  35s. 

3-  Joint         „  „  7s.  6d.  to  40s. 

Split  Cane  Rods    10s.  6d.  to  £8. 

Sea  Trout,  Grilse,  and  Salmon  Rods. 
Cane  Spinning  and  Dapping  Rods. 

GLASS  MINNOW  TRAPS,  2/6.     AYith  Zinc  Protection,  3/6. 
Large  Size,  4/6. 

REELS,   LINES,  FLIES,  AND   TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VARIETY,  BEST 
QUALITY,  AND  REASONABLE  IN  PRICE. 

Repairs  to  Rods  promjitlf/  and  carefully  done. 

PFCICE     11,1  ST  S  FREE. 

REUBEN  HEATON, 

161-5,  HOSPITAL  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

My  NOTTINGHAM  REELS  are  all  made  from  old  gun  stocks.  My 
best  Centre  Pin  will  run  24  minutes  with  touch  of  finger.  If  a 
centre  pin  will  not  do  this  it  is  a  sham.  It  took  me  20  years  to 
find  the  way  of  balancing  to  this  perfection. 

Q-Ba-Mjrsr. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG. 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  pep  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 


H.  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 


To  Amateur  Kod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks, 


1/- 
1/6 


Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Grebnheart,  Hiokoev,  oe  Lanoewood  : 
liin.   41n.    tin.     Jin.     |in.    iln.  2ft.  long. 
4d.    3d.    3d.     3d.    3d.  per  length. 
8d.     7d.    6d.     6d.    4d.  3ift.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and 
every  requisite  for  Kod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and 
Is.  M,.  per  doz.    Floaters,  2s.  per  doz.  ;  Sample 
half  dozen  to  any  addi-ess  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  id.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l^d.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  H<J. ;  Snipe,  1^. ; 
Woodcock,  3d. ,  Waterhen,  3d.  ;  Partridge,  l^d.  ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  ltd. 

Floss  and  Tying  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades. 


WILL  CHAMBERS  &  CO., 

S6,  Market  Flaee,  Manohester. 


GUT 


AND 


GUT  CASTS 

OF 

EVERY  THICKNESS 

FROM 

RNEST  GOSSAMER 

TO 

STOUTEST  SALMON 

BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Send  fov  Special  Gut  List  to— 

R.  RAMSBOnOM 

81,  Market  Street, 
MANCHESTER. 


Xelegraphlo  Address :  "  Pisoatok." 

Telephone,  Ifo.  1689. 
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SLIP-ON 


Showing  Double  Brim  for 
carrying  Tlies  and  Casts. 


WiBI  Keep  the  Wearer  Dry  throughout  the  Heaviest 

Downpours,    Maintains  an  Even  Temperature. 
Light  ana  Pervious,  Can  be  Worn  in  Rain  or  Shine, 

"  It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON  ;  its  weatherproof  qualities  ar^ 
incontestable;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rains  without  adding  the  slightest  unnaturaj 
'i  ;at.  Protects  the  sportsman  from  neck  to  knees,  and  is  a  healthful  and  satisfactory  form  of  waterproof.'' 

I  have  been  here  a  month,  and  had  only  one  fine  day.  Tliroughout 
the  vjhole  time  I  have  never  had  a  tvet  spot. 

"  The  Gabardine  wants  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  used. 
"GEO.  M.  KELSON  (AutJior  of  'The  Salmon  Fly'),  Wark-on-Tyne." 

"/  see  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  f/oa  publish  a  testimonial  from  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson.  As  I  was  with  Mr 
Ke\son  during  the  month  he  speaks  oJ\  I  can  corroborate  his  statement.  I  should  like  to  add  that  durino  the  time 
wore  a  Burberry  Suit  made  of  Urber  Combination  which  kept  me  absoluteli/  dry.  In  fact,  one  day  when' Mr.  Kelso 
unfortunately  left  his  Gabardine  at  home,  taking  with  him  a  mackintosh,  and  the  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  lie 
been  my  lot  to  be  out  on,  I  remained  quite  dry,  while  by  the  time  we  got  home  the  rain  had  got  through  the  mackintos 
and  also  the  coat  underneath.  If  this  letter  is  of  any  service  to  you,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it."- 
n.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  hear  Wakefield.    Wed.,  March  21th,  1901 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION,  63^  k 

NOTICE.— Every  genuine  "  Burberry  "  Weatherproof  bears  a  "  BURBERRY  "  Label. 

HAYMARKET,    LONDON,   and  Basingstoke. 


SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE. 


CONTENTS  OF  No.  175. 
Drawing.  By  A.  B.  Frust.  To  ,  Krag, 


VOL.  XXX.      JULY,  1901.     Price  Is. 


accompany  "X'ucle  David," 
A  Tour  in  Sicily.   By  BUFUS 
P.  BiCHARDSOX.  Director  of 
tile    American    Scliool  at 
Athens.    Illustrations  from 
photographs. 
Parkman  at  Lake  George. 
By  Francis  Parkman.  In- 
troductory uote  by  Charles 
H.  Farnha.m. 
A  Memory.  POEM.  By  Mar- 

GCERITE  UERINGTOs". 
Uncle    David.      By  LERor 
MiLTO.N  Yale.  Illustrations 
by  A.  B.  Frost. 
Tne  DeltaCountry  of  Alaska. 


_   the  Kootenav  Ram. 

Part  II.   By  Ernest  Seton- 
Thojipson,  Author  of  "  Wild 
Animals   I  have  Known." 
Illustrations  by  the  Author. 
(C'lndiidnd.) 
Wnen  Gitchigamms  Warned 
the  Muscovite.  By  Sewell 
Ford,  Author  of  "  Skipper." 
Some    Famous    Orators  I 
Have   Heard.    By  George 
F.  noAR,  Senior  Senator  from 
Massachusetts. 
Passages  from  a  Diary  in  the 
Pacific— Tahiti.  By  John 
Li  Fakge. 
Matthew  Arnold.    By  W.  C. 
Brownell. 


Homesick.  PoE.M.  By  Julia 
C.  R.  Dorr.  Illustrations 
hy  Mrs.  Z.  DeL.  Steele. 

The  Diary  of  a  Goose  Girl. 
Chaps.  I.V. -XI.  By  Kate  D. 
WiGUiN.  Illustrations  Ijy 
Claude  A.  Shepperson. 
{C'l.icliidcd:) 

Dawn  at  Venice.  Poem 
Martha  G.  Dickinson. 

The  Point  of  View.  "Natur- 
al Situations  in  Fiction— 
—  Poetry  and  Foreign 
Languages— The  Old  Bo- 

HE.MIA. 

The  Field  of  Art.  Daumier 
to  Fokain  {TEdicard  Can/). 
Illustrated 


By 


By  G.  R.  Pct.nam 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LTD.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C 


THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY  &  AFTER. 


No.  293. 

I.  A  Business  War  Office.  I  Vll. 

By  Sir  Robert  Giffen. 
K.C.B.  ■  I 

II.  The  "Durham "  Road  to  vm. 
Peace.       By  Thomas 
.Shaw,  K.C,  M.P. 

III.  The    Missionaries  and 

the  Empire.    By  Fred- 
erick Greenwood. 

IV.  The    Romanisation    of  IX. 

Ireland.     By  Professor 

MAHAFPy. 

V.  The  Recent  New  Star  in  X. 
Perseus.     By  the  Rev. 

Edmund  Ledger  ((Tces/tani 

Lecturer  on  Astrowimy).   .  XI. 

VL  Back  to  the  Land  !  By 

the    Bight    Hon.  Earl 
Nelson. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON 


JULY,  1901.  Price  2s.  6d. 

"The  Cause   of  the  i  XII.  Dissent  in  the  Vic- 
Children."       By    the!        torlan    Era.      By  the 
Countess  of  Warwick.   '        Kev.    Dr.  J.  Guinness 
The    Punishment    of  Rogers. 
Crime.      By    Eobert  Xlll.  The  Marriage  of  Mrs. 


Anderson,  C.B.,  LL.D. 
{late  Asiiistantf'ummi^iniojier 
iif  Police  of  the  JMro- 
Jiolis).  'XIV 

The  Strange  Origin  of 
the  "  Marseillaise."  By 

Karl  Blind. 

Labyrinths  in  Crete.  By 

Mary,     countess  of 
Galloway. 

The  Late  Bishop  of 
London  :  a  Personal  Im 


pression. 
Paul. 


Fitzherbert  and  George 
the  Fourth.  By  John 
Fyfie. 

The  Army  Corps 
Scheme  and  Mr.  Daw- 
kins's  Committee :  an 

Historical  Betrospect.  By 
Major-General  Sir  Fred- 
erick Maurice,  K.C.B. 
XV.  What  Court  of  Appeal 
will  satisfy  Australia? 
By  Hugh  B.  E.  Childers. 

By  Sir 


P.  D.  MALLOCH 


By  Herbert  XVI.  Last  Month. 

1         Wemyss  REU). 
&  COMPANY',  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


SCOTT  STREET, 
p  PERTH. 


Manufacturer   of   every   description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


jyi^^J^QQJ^'g  Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon. 


Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed 


The  on 

Fishin; 


Si!^.e^^\^aran»A;^^S..t^^S    M  ALLOCH'S  ^^t^^rl^ 


assortment  of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


for  ilural)ility  and  flnisli.  easy  and  comfortahle  Ui 
work. 

MAI  1  nPU'C    f-o'''       i>edal  SALMOV. 
lIlMi^L^UUn  O   GRILSE,  and  SEA  TROLT 
FLIES. 

Mfll  1  nrU'C   f^o''!   ifedal   RIVER  and 
IIIML.UUL>n  O   LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 

MAI  \  nrWI'C   Gold    Medal     FLO  ATI  .NO 
lllMt<l.Uun  O  TROUT  FLIES  with  Upright 
TrVings. 

Most  Extensive  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Elvers  and  Lochs,  aU  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


ir-r-USTIMlTEU   X.ISTS  free:.  Telegrams:  "MALLOCH,  PERTH 

AWARDED  TEN   GOLD  AND   OTHER   MEDALS    FOR   EXCELLENCE    IN  FISHING 


TACKLE. 
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a:n^olers'  hotels,  FxsmM^o  quarters,  &c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON 

BOARDEKS,  including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6(f.  per  day.  WEEK-DAY  EISHING 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Riidd,  including  boats  and 
bait,  I'ree  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor, 


OLD  WELSH  HARP 

JB»ndan,  Middlesex, 

J'isliermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Koaoh,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Kresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved, 
(ioiid  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
\\Vlsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 
Pike,  18  inch.         |        Bream,  10  inch. 
<  'hub,  7  inch.         I       Dace,  0  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch.         |       Perch,  8  inch. 
Tench,  S  inch.        |       Gudgeon,  i  inch. 
No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN 


THE  "ORIGINAL  " 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL,  RINGWOOD 

THIS  old  established  Family  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  having  undergone  extensive  decora 
tions  and  repairs,  is  now  replete  of  every  comfort. 
Billiards.  C.T.C.  Headquarters.  Post  Horses 
and  Carriages.  Tickets  issued  only  at  this  Hotel 
for  Salmon  and  Coarse  Fishing  in  the  Avon  at 
7s.  6<i.  per  day, (including  Luncheon).  'Bus  meets 
all  Trains.  TJnder  Personal  management  of 
F.  E.  PARTRIDGE,  Proprietor, 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL 

GI.ENI.'8-ON.  PERTHSHIRE. 

8t  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station 
and  2+  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay 

ThisHotelisbeautifullysituated  nearthe  Famous 
Passof  Glenlyon,with  Mineral  Well.  Good  Salmon 
Hshing  on  the  River  Lyon.  Opened  on  .Tan.  LS 
Excellent  New  Golf  Course  adjoining  the  Hotel 
Billiards.  Posting.  Post  and  Telegraph  OfBce 
two  minutes'  walk. 

PAUL  B.  MacPHAIL,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCHNESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  Trout  Fishing  ou  Lochs  Gaith  and 
Farraline,  and  Salmon  Fishing  on  Tx)ch  Ness 
Free  to  visitors.     Moderate  TaiifT.  Electri 
light  throughout.  S.  TILSTf)N,  Proprietor 

POST  &  TELEGRAPH  OFFICE.  POSTING. 


MERCERS  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   Co.  nERRT. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refuinished  and  decorated 
Appointments,  accommodation,  and  cuisine  un- 
excelled. Baths;  Billiards;  Suites  of  Rooms; 
Vehicles  ;  Boats.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in  opera 
lion.   Anglers'  board,  8s.  per  day. 

House  for  Sale  owing  to  Lessee's  ill-health. 


(LOCH  TAYI. 

GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

BEAUTIFULLY  SITUATED  on  the  hanks  of  Mic 
River  Dochart,  surrouoded  by  wild,  picturesque 
and  romantic  scenery ;  six  miles  from  the  head 
itf  Loch  Tay.  and  one  mile  from  Luib  Station  on  the 
I'allander  and  Oban  Railway.  Five  miles  of  gowl 
.Salmon  and  Trout  fislting  ou  the  River  Dochart :  Loch 
Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhair  free  to  visitors  staving  at 
the  Hotel.  Boats  free,  fcEvery  Home  Comfort,  com- 
bined with  moderate  charges.  Parties  Boarded.  Golf 
Course.  Postiilg  in  aU  Branches.  Post  aud  Telegraph 
Luib  Station.   DONALD  McNAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Suthepland,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MACINNES,  Proprietor. 
Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
brown  trout  and  sea  trout  fishing  within  easy 
reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all  the  lochs  and 
Kyle.  Drawing  room  and  sitting  rooms.  Golf 
course.  Terms  very  moderate.  Good  health 
resort. 


ALTNAHARRA  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

Is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Naver, 
and  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  Trout  fishing 
lochs  in  Sutherland,  all  of  which  can  be  fished 
by  visitors  at  the  Hotel ;  boats  free. 

.Salmon  fishing  on  Loch  Naver  free  from 
May  15  to  end  of  September. 

Charges  Moderate. 

Carriages  and  Horses  kept  for  Hire. 
 Mrs.  MUNRO. 

DRUMBEG  HOTEL, 

By  LOCHINVER, 

la  beautifully  situated  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  Sutherlandshire,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles 
from  Lochinver.  Ajiiid  magnificent  loch  scenery 
and  bracing  mountain  air.  Visitors  staying  at 
the  Hotel  can  have  fishing  free  on  Lf)ch  Drum- 
lieg.  Loch  Na-T,oine,  Loch  Tor-na-Heign,  Loch 
Braigh,  Loch  Gormmore,  Loch  Poll,  Loch  Na- 
Luib  and  numerous  other  lochs.  Excellent  Sea 
Fishing.  Route  : — Rail  to  Lairg,  daily  mail,  or 
direct  by  Mr.  MacBrayne's  Steamer  which  calls 
at  Loch  Nedd,  weekly,  a  distance  of  two  miles 
from  Hotel. 

ALEX.  ROSE. 


Swan  Hotel,  Mm,  Worcesleislilie. 

HT.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 

N.  WALES. 

Splendid  TRO  UT FISHING  in  LAKB  and  RIVERS 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  A 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 


Telegrams:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  vhi  OSWESTRY." 


Station:  " LLANFYLLIN." 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

Visitors  have  two  and  a  half  miles  of  preserved  Salmon  and  Trout  fishing  in 
the  Teify.  Also  good  brook  fishing.  The  completion  of  the  new  fish  pass  will  make 
this  river  the  best  in  the  Principality.    G.  W.  Ry.  via  Carmarthen.    Posting  and 

  A.  E.  SMITH,  Ppoppietop, 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

Iiis  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart  of 
Rob  Roys  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.    The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  e.vcellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are  kept 
'"he  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reacheil  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs  and 
ioch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomoml  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversiuiid,  or  by  Aberfoyl 
ml  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  b 
these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  tclegrai)li  office  in  hotel. 

 DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


NORTH   UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

Very  finest  BROWN  TROUT  PISHING  up  to  end  of  August.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  to  end  of  season.  Good  Sea  Fishing.  Handsome 
newly  furnished  di-awiug  room,  smoking  room;  hot  and  cold,  and  salt  water 
baths;  posting;  boats  on  all  lochs;  daily  mails,  and  telegraph  ofiice  at  hand 
Excellent  Golf  Course  within  a  short  drive  from  Hotel. 

Mrs.  MARGARET  MacCALLUM  (Late  of  Portree  Hotel,  Skye). 


PASS  OF  MELFORT,  near  OBAN. 

GUILFAIL  HOTEL 

Visitors  are  assured  of  every  Home  Comfort  in 
this  Fashionably-Furnished  Hotel.  Magnificent 
Highland  Scenei-y.  Anglers  can  rely  on  securing 
First-Class  Trout  and  Deep  Sea  Fishing  F'REE. 
An  excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Loch  added 
this  year.  The  Lochs  are  annually  stocked  with 
Rainbow  and  Loch  Leven  Trout,  and  the  Fishing 
has  been  considerably  improved.  Boats  and 
steady  boatmen  kept.  Billiard  P^oom,  Dark  Room, 
Cycle  House,  and  Tennis  Court.  Latest  Sanitary 
Improvements.  All  Conveniences.  Families 
Boaided  by  week  or  month,  according  to 
requirements.    No  accommodation  for  servants. 

J?o»/«e— Per  S.S.  "Columba"  from  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Godrock  to  Ardrishato  ;  thence 
Mail  Coach  or  Hire  Finlay's  Establishment, 
Royal  Hotel,  Ardrishaig  ;  or  per  Caledonian 
Railway  to  Oban,  thence  Macgregor's  Mail 
Coach  Daily,  or  Hire  from  Macgregor's 
Establishment.  Coach  to  and  from  Oban  and 
Loch  Awe  daUy  during  the  season. 

Address :— JOHN  M'FADYEN", 
Cuilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  Lochgilphead  or  Oban, 

Telegraphic  Address — 

"M'l'adyen,  Cuilfail,  Kilmelford." 
Telegraph  Office  20  yards  from  Hotel. 


BEST   FISHING   STATION  IN 
NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  and  Pike  on 
Loughs  Neagh  and  Beg,  Rivers  Bann 
and  Mayala.  Every  accommodation  for 
nglers,  with  all  liberties  granted  from 
hotel. 

O'NEILL  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Toomebridge,  eo.  Antrim. 

Thirty  miles  from  Belfast,  on  B.  &  N.C.R. 

F.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


The  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 

DULVERTON  STATION  (G.W.R.). 


Five  miles  private  TROUT  FISHING 
in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dalverton  Station.  Quite  in  the  country, 
five  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 
Hunters  and  Harness  Horses.  Golf. 
0.  W.  Nbldeb,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  CORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveroa,  with  chance  of  Salmon ;  best 
months  April  and  May.  Also  angling  on 
the  rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for  Trout.  All 
particulars  from  A.  B.  Grant,  Proprietor. 


LOCHS  KATRINE.  ACHRAY,  VENNACHAR. 

Scene  of  ScoU's  "  Lady  of  the  Lake." 

TROSSACHS  HOTEJl, 

By  CALLANDER,  N.B., 

13  conveniently  situated  for  these  romantic 
Lakes,  which  all  afford  splendid  Angling,the 
Trout  running  a  large  average.  BOATS  AND 
BOATMEN.  Special  terms  arranged  with  parties 
staying  a  week  or  longer.   Posting.  Excursions. 

R.  BLAIR,  Proprietor. 
Poet  and  Telegraph  Office  in  Hotel. 


THE  STAG  HUNTERS, 

Near  LYNTON,  NORTH  DEVON, 
For  Fishing  in  River  Lyn 

Good  accommodation.    Home  comforts. 
Moderate  tariS. 

J.  TOTTERDELL.  Proprietor. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel. 

EXCELLENT  Free  Fishing— Salmon, 
Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on  Lochs 
and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on  River 
Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per  rod 
per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be  in 
waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously  com- 
mvmioated  with,  or  Mail  Coaoh  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extensive 
additions  since  last  season.  Excellent 
TROUT  and  SALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch 
Awe,  Free.  Experienced  boatmen.  Boats 
towed  by  Steam  Launch  to  the  best  Fishing 
Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of  mountain,  lake, 
and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the  Hotel. 

DALMALLY  HOTEL,  GLENORCHY,  under 
the  same  management.— Guests  have  nine 
miles  FREE  SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beau- 
tiful and  celebrated  Salmon  River  ORCHY. 
Parties  wiring  to  ascertain  ply  of  river  promptly 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  golf  links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  (Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
lake  and  River  Crygill.  'id.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan  ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded 
on  request.         T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

■piRST-CLASS  HOTEL.   With  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  on  River  Deveron 
to  LET,  by  week  or  month.  —  Apply, 
T.  Chisholm,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE, 

LANGHOLM,  DUMFRIESSHIRE. 

The  best,  most  economical,  and  most  convenient 
place  to  fish  all  parts  of  these  Rivers,  which 
contain  Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and 
Yellow  Trout,  is  the 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor.     Send  for  Tariff. 


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

(^Four  and  three-quarter  hours  from  London.) 

FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  FISHING,  Free  to 
Hotel  Guests  only,  on  Mid  Taw  and  Little 
Dart.  Rivers  re-stocked  last  year.  Moderate 
inclusive  tariff  on  application. 

R.  P.  MARSHALL,  Proprietor. 
Season  commenced  February  14. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

7REE  SALMON,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Char 
FISHING  on  four  Loughs — Conn,  CuUen, 
Derrymannin,  and  Alick.  Board  aud  lodg- 
ings, with  boat  and  two  men,  £i  per  week  ; 
two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  5s.  each  per  week  ;  that  includes  boatmen's 
luncheon.  No  charge  on  Sundays  for  boat  or 
men. — Apply  to  the  Proprietor,  T.  Clarkb. 


GULAG  HOTEL,  LOGHINYER, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SPLENDID  TROUTING  in  numerous 
lochs,  free ;  ferox,  salmon,  sea  trout ;  ex- 
cellent sea  fishing.  Telegrams,  "  Culag,  Loch- 
inver." J.  Mackenzie. 

iJoute— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily  mail 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne's  steamers 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  <to.,  once  a  week. 
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Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.   Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAS.  OCDEN'S  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  FLY  ROD,  £1  Is. 

Over  10,000  of  these  Rods  have  been  Sold. 

The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly-dressers  known  to  the  trade  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN. 

ALL   ORDERS   r>ESI>ATCH:EI>   I>ER  RETURN. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTrON. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenhann.  Beware  of  other  people  assuming 
and  trading  in  the  name  of  Ogden. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIRCULA- 
TIOK"  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Secondhand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  Terms  of  Subscription  in 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON ; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAO,  SW.;  and 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G. 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


1 


EN  GLIS  H  &  C9 

OStERN  CHAMBERS, 

RENGIISH^^'"^""^"*'^- 
il PROVED  PATENT  PIPE^S 
6  &  2/6  'each-post  FKZti 

IRt  PROOF  2d.  EXTRA. 

JD  i 

-  >    IM  PRO  VED  PATENT. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
1  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

1  doz.of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTA  riON  for  iiiagniflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killiug  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  Geaeral  Kishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,Omagh,lreland. 


DAVID  SLATER 

NEWARK -ON -TRENT 

"THE  NEWARK  PERFECTION." 

For  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  kinds  of  B<5ttom 
Fishing.  Made  of  selected  East  India  Cane  and 
Greenheart,  10,  U,  or  12  feet.    Price  a//-. 

THE  "MONHARD"  ROD. 
For  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing.     Made  of 
selected  East  India  Cane  and  Greenheart,  with 
Cork  Handle.  Price 
SLATER'S  WORLD-RENOWNED  "COM. 

BINATION"  REELS. 
Very  Superior.    Check,  Centre  Pin  Action,  and 
very  fast  running. 
S      Si       i      ii       5  inches. 
15/-   16/-   17/-   18/-   20/-  each. 
For  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing  and  .Spinning 
and  Trollying  for  Salmon  and  Pike.    Made  in 
selected  hard  Wahnit.  and  highly  finished. 

THE   FLY  FISHER'S  ^INCH 

(Registered). 


This  Reel  is  made  in  two  sizes— 2Jin.  and  3iin. 
Can  be  had  with  Click  or  Silent  Check.  It  has 
two  special  recommendations— Extreme  Light- 
ness and  Quick  Winding. 

Price,  2|ln.,  10s.  6d. ;  3iln.,  12s.  6d. 
SEND  FOR  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE. 
POST  FREE. 


BOOTH'S   LINE  GUARD 

can  be  affl.xed  to  any  wood  reel  in  a  few  minutes 
with  4  sci'ews.  Protected  and  stamped  on  each 
guard,  8(;.  8ea  and  pike  size,  6d.  each,  3  inch 
reel  size.  The  best  line  guard  ever  brought  out 
Send  size  of  reel. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  4s.  8d. 

For  Cash  Only. 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top, 
bag;  in  box,  carriage,  id.  Balanced  handle, 
I.-.',  extra. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  l)ag,  about  12  oz., 
price  5x.  id.,  lOift.  ;  5s.  lOd.,  11  ft.  ;  carriage  id. 
BARGAIN.— Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Retina,  as 
fine  a  2x  Drawn,  first  quality,  20  in.,  3.v.  6d.  100  ; 
Refina,  next  finest,  21j-  in.,  2«.  lid.  ;  23  in.,  3s.  M 
per  100.    Only  small  lot.    Be  in  time. 


BOOTH,  Fishing  Gut  Merchant,  HULL. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial' 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon  "  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout.  Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the 
author  of  that  valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 
"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fisli 
Angling  :  How  to  Catch  Fish."  Price  of  this. 
Is.  2d.,  postage  free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels :  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  16s.  ;  3iin.  do.,  16s.  ;  4in.  do.,  17«.  ;  4liu 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in.,  Us.  td.  ; 
iiin.,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

lAPifl  CQ  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
linUnLCO  Seal's  Fur.  Pig's  Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIGH-CLASS 

Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
*'Tnt:  GRAPHIC" 

AMD 

''THE  DAILY  GliAPUIC." 


"  Pull  of  well-written  stories,"— The 
Times. 

"  Will  furniah  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Mobhinq  Post. 


01  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 

90,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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THE  FIELD  says:  ^"It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we 
have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind." 

"HARDY" 
RODS. 

CANE  BUILT, 

STEEL  CENTRE, 

and  GREENHEART. 

Superior  to  all  for 
Style,  Quality,  Light- 
ness, Casting-  Power 
and  Durability. 


TROUT  RODS 


THE 


"HALFORD  PRICELESS," 
"HOUGHTON,"  "POPE," 
"MARSTON,"  "TURLE," 
"PERFECTION,"  "GEM," 
"PENNELL,"  "HOTSPUR," 
"ALNWICK,"  "GUINEA," 


J/oo/ts. 


Eir, 


7  Guineas  io21\- 

38  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c. 


LOGH  AND  SEA 
TROUT  FLIES 

FOR  ALL  PARTS  of  the  WORLD. 
(Sec  Illustrations  for  actual  sizes.) 


*tl51 

*  162 

*  153 
*tl54 

*  IMi 

*  154:^ 

*  154a 

*  155 
*tl56 
*tl57 

*  158 

*  158* 
158f 
159 
160 

tl61 
162 


t  >. 


Hardy's  Favourite. 
March  Brown. 
Mallard  and  Orange. 
IMallard  and  Claret. 
INIallard  and  Green. 
Mallard  and  Gold. 
]\Iallard  and  Black. 
Teal  and  Yellow. 
Teal  and  Red. 
Teal  and  Green. 
Teal  and  Black. 
Teal  and  Orange. 
Teal  and  Claret. 
Woodcock  and  Yellow. 
Woodcock  and  Green. 
Woodcock  and  Red. 
Woodcock  and  Hare's 

Ear. 
"  Alexandra." 
Bustard  and  Orange. 
"  Professor." 
"  Cardinal." 
Red  Palmer. 
Black  Palmer. 
"  Saltoun." 


♦  /O. 


,/f0o/(S. 


HARDY'S 
SPECIAL  TAPER 
GUT  GASTS. 

Nothing  but  the  very  (inost 
quality  of  New  Season's  Gut, 
and  the  best  labour  is  employed 
in  producing  these  casts.  Every 
length  is  carefully  examined 
and  tested. 

The  cost  of  gut  casts  is  a 
trifling  part  of  one's  outfit,  and 
cheapening,  which  always 
means  inferior  quality,  is  a 
false  economy.  We  only  pro- 
duce one  quality,  and  that  is 
the  VERY  BEST. 

354  8  yds.  Tapd.-  from  Stout 

Trout  to  Drawn. 

355  3  yds.  Tapd.  from  Extra 

Stout  Trout  to  Fine. 

356  3  yds.  Tapd.  from  Stout 

Lake  to  Fine  Lake. 

357  3  yds.  Tapd.,  Extra  Stout 

Lake  to  Stout. 
Auv  of  above,  Is.  each ;  per 
doz.,  10.^. ;  \  doz.,  5s.  M. 


164 
165 
166 
167 
168 


173 
174 


(Cuiithiucd  OH  utliir  s}Ji-.) 


LIST   OF  SEA  TROUT 

PVAE,S— continued. 

163    Biea  and  Silver. 
Bloa  and  Gold. 
Biea  and  Hare's  Ear. 
Blea  and  Yellow. 
Heokham  and  Yellow. 
Heck  ham  and  Red. 
168A-  Heckham  aiid  Green. 
169    Pheasant  and  Yellow. 
*tl70    Zulu  (Black). 

170.J  Zulu  (Red). 
*tl71    Grouse  and  Purple. 
'''J171I  Grouse  and  Green. 
*tl71-J-  Grouse  and  Orange. 
Grouse  and  Claret. 
172    Plover  and  Yellow. 

Partriil'jv  and  Orange. 
Cock-v-li.ii,,lliii. 
Heather  Mutii. 
Black  and  Blea. 
The  "  Priest." 
,,     The  "  Butcher." 
t  ,,     Green  Mantle. 

,,     The  Cinnamon. 
*  Hiiet'ially  suitable  for  Inverncss- 
shire,   Russ-sliire,  Hiitlierlamlshirf , 
Wcsiterii  Isles,  &v. 
t  .S|iei-ially  yuiiil  for  Shetland. 
J  Speciully  yoorl  for  I.och  Assant. 
The  aliiivf  llit-s  are  stocked  on  jiiit 
and  tied  on   No.  11  to  7  Linienck 
wires.  Tlie  smaller  size,  rcpresentin,^ 
No.  11,  may  be  luid  on  No.  4  sncck 
wires  wliicli  are  a  corre.spondingsize. 
Prices. 

Sizes  -       11  Lini.    9-10  7-s 
(1  sncck) 

On  Gut  2/-    2/3  2/6 

Eyed  Hooks    2/6    2/9  3/0 

Not  less  than  half  a  dozen  of  one 
kind  siipplied  at  these  prices. 

DOUBLE  HOOK,  LOCK  FLIES 

Any  'if  the  foregdins; patterns  may 
lie  tied  to  these  hooks.  Price  4/'ii 
per  doz.  for  not  less  than  i  doz.  of  a 
size  and  kind.  Sec  illustrations  for 
sizes. 


HARDY 


London  Branch :  61,  PALL  MALL ; 

(DflliGBESTEIi  BliflllGH:  12  to  11,  MOOLT  ST.;  EDniBUI{GH  BpflGH: SOUTH  St,  DAVID  ST. 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LW 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTRICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  2  MINUTES'  WALK, 

W^UVJF^CT\l«tRS  OF  ^\RST  C\l^SS  RODS  T^OK\lt. 

FARLOW'S  " PERFECT "nuSirSA^    OR  GRILSE  RODS 

In  Greenheart  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy- 
rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft.,  fitted  with  all  the 
latest  improvements,  cork  handles,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules. 
We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  rods  much  lighter  than  formerly. 
In  balance  and  action  the  rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  improved 
principles;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14ft.  Rod  weighs  about  24  ounces,  price  £2  15  0,  with  Two  Tops. 
The  15ft.  Rod  weighs  about  28  ounces,  price  £3  5  0,  with  Two  Tops. 

CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART  TROUT  ROD. 

3Iade  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  Oft.  to  lift. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement,  Straight  Metal  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  J61 10s.  each;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

10  ft.  to  10ft.  Gin.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry -Fly  Fishing, 


FARLOW'S  MOSQUITO  AND  MIDGE  PROOF  LOTION. 

This  Lotion  has  been  used  in  Norway  and  the  Colonies,  and  has  been  found  thoroughly  effective 
in  preventing  the  attacks  of  mosquitoes  and  gnats.  Each  bottle  has  a  screw  top,  which  cannot  be 
lost,  but  can  be  unscrewed  without  detaching  and  the  lotion  jerked  out. 

Is.  per  Bottle;   postage  2d.  extra. 
A  large  Bottle,  with  3  times  the  quantity,  2s.  6d.  ;   postage  3d. 

Capt.  Michael  Hughes  ■writes:  "Would  you  kindly  send  me  at  once  six  bottles  of  your  'Mosquito  Proif  Lotion';  it  is 
grnnd  stuff,  and  makes  all  the  difference  when  fishing  between  comfort  in  the  one  case,  and  misery  in  the  other,  so  numerous 
and  persistent  are  the  insects  in  this  district.— Verdaleu,  Norway,  July,  1899." 

H.  S.  Hall,  Esq.,  also  writes  from  Scotland  "That  it  is  most  effective,  and  sliould  be  widely  known." 


ALL  BOOKS  ON  ANGLING   KEPT  IN  STOCK. 

Price  List,  ivith  over  200  Illustrations,  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

O,  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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J.  A.  LUMLEY,  NEWTON, 
and  DOWELL. 

SCOTCH,  IRISH,  AND  NORWEGIAN 
ANGLING  SPECIALISTS,  have  all  the  best 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Anglings  to  Let  for 
periods  to  suit  Applicants'  requirements. 

Sole  Address: 
LUMLEY  HOUSE,  34,  ST.  JAMES'S  ST.,  LONDON,  S.W- 

TROUT. 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 

BRIMPTON,  near  READING. 

Yearling,  Two  Year  and  Three  Year  Old 
Trout  for  stocking. 

Prices  from  H.  H.  GRAY. 

LOUGH  CONN. 


GARRACLOONE  lodge,  Ballina,  Mayo  — 
Excellent  Salmon,  Trout,  Char,  and  Pike  Fishing 
Free  on  Loughs  Conn  and  CuIIin.  Charming 
situation.  Catering  and  accommodation  the 
best  possible.  Tei-ms  —  board  and  lodging 
with  boat  and  two  men,  £3  12s.  6d.  per  week 
two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat,' 
£2  15.5.  each  per  week.— Apply  Myles  MacHale 
Manager, 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
I  OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.    The  house 
lis  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks  ;   most  charming  scenery 
Iwood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
I  Cullin ;  within  ten  mimites'  walk  of  pontoon 
I  bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.   New  bath-rooms  and  sanitary 
I  arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
Iscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
I  the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting  con- 
venient to  Hotel.— For  further  particulars  apply 
J^^  .*'^^„^'°P"'^*'°'''  ^-  Healt,  The  Anglers 
I  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

(THREE  MILESl, 

[HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS., 

Nearest  Station,  St.  Ives. 

Comfortable  Quarters.   Every  Eequisite. 

Eeasonable  Charges.   Wire  or  Write  

 A.  SCARP. 

LOUGH  CORRIB. 


Really  good  accommodation,  at  very 
reasonable  terms,  in  a  country  Inn,  cen- 
trally situated  on  the  shores  of  Lough 
Corrib,  between  Galway,  Cong,  and 
Oughterard ;  every  convenience,  free 
fishing,  daily  mail,  experienced  boatmen. 
Steamer  plying  between  Galway  and 
_.„^„.   |Coug,  calling  at  door  twice  daily.— Apply, 

BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND.  If^oXS'aaiway^^ 


Stenness,  Stromness,  Orkney. 

I  This  first-class  Hotel  is  on  the  banks  of  Loch 
I  Stenness,  and  is  five  minutes' walk  from  the 
Loch  of  Harry.  FREE  FISHING  on  Loch 
I  Stenness,  Harry,  and  all  the  sui  roiinding  lochs 
j  Terms  on  application. 

J^OIIN  M.ICKAY,  VropHetor. 

ALSO 

MASON'S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

STROMNESS. 

Both  Hotels  connected  l)y  telephone. 

FISHING. 

[Good  Water  required  within 
easy  reach  of  London. 

Apply,   CASHER,  2,  Ravenscrott, 
Cumberland  Park,  W. 

!  GO^D^COARSrnSHTNGAND  ^FEW  | 
SALMON  IN  THE  RIVER  WYE. 

I  Terms  35..  per  week  for  board;  Tickets  I  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 
j3s.   the    Season.       References  given. 
I  Address — 


SCOTCH  SALMON  riSHINQS 
TO  LET. 

T  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  annll. 
cation  to 

J.  WATSON  LYALL  &  CO., 

^anb  Hgcnfs, 
118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 

SCOTILiAKm. 

IrriHE  SCOTTISH  REGISTER  of  Furnished 
J  Houses,  Cottages,  Lodgings,  <fec.,  on  aU 
I  Free  Fishing  Lochs  and  Rivers  (2  stamps). 
I  The  SCOTTISH  REGISTER  of  Shootings  and 
Salmon  Fishings  (2  stamps).  Largest  List  pub- 
lished. WALKER,  ERASER  &  STEELE, 
Estate  Agents,  Glasgow. 

TROUT. 


ANGLERS  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT 
LOCHS,  excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISH 
INGin  estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver 
and  good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  by  THURSO.  N.B. 
Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN, 
For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina, 

OR 

^ORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LODGE  COM. 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 

SALMON  FISHING 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

LoughanuFe,  Crolly  River  and 


Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  cheapest  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal  High- 
lands, within  10  miles  of  Railway  Station. 
Over  100  lakes.  Splendid  Moimtain  and 
Coast  Scenery.  Sea  Fishing.  Good  Hotel 
Accommodation,  &c.  —  Terms  and  full 
particulars  from  S.  Hanlon,  O.P.S., 
Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

LOUGH  MASK. 

The  best  Trout  Lake  in  Ireland,  either  fly  fishing 
or  trolling  for  large  Trout  and  bigpike.  Telegraph 
office,  and  two  mails  doily  on  the  spot.  Balliii- 
robe  nearest  railway  station,  8  miles,  M.G.W. 
Tariff  per  week  for  one  Angler,  £5  2«.  6d.  For 
two  fishing  out  of  one  boat,  £4  3s.  3d.  per  head. 
This  includes  Boat;  Cars,  and  Board,  everything 
inclusive  except  wines,  all  servants  paid,  no 
extras.— Apply  Proprietor,  Mr.  John  A.  .ToycE, 
J.P.,  Mount  Gable  Hotel  Clonbur,  co.  Galway, 
Ireland. 


LOUGH  COJSN  HOTEL, 

Crossmalina,  Ballina. 

First-class  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  on 
this  famous  lough,  Free;  charmingly 
situated  as  a  resort  for  Anglers  and 
[family  parties.  High-class  catering, 
superior  accommodation,  comprising  bath 
rooms,  &c.  Moderate  tariff.  Inquiry 
'solicited.— Apply,  Pbopbietor. 

LOUGH  CORRIB,  GO.  GALWAY. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERARD. 
Close  to  lough,  Free  Fishing  —  Trout, 
Salmon,  Pike,  and  Perch— the  best  in 
Ireland.   T.  F.  Nadghton,  Proprietor. 
Inclusive  Hotel  charg^es,  6s.  per  day, 
or  £2  2s.  per  week. 

DUNN  and  WHITTON 

(Three  Miles) 

ITROUT&GRAYLING  FISHING 

Daily,  Weekly  and  Tilonthly,  also  Week- 
I  end  Tickets  issued.    Inclusive  terms  and 
particulars  from  OSMOND, 

BEAR  HOTEL, 

Hungerford,  Berks. 

Tickets  also  obtainable  on  the  Kennett 
[from  1st  July,  1901. 


SILAS  JENKINS, 
The  Wheat  Sheaf   Inn,  Penalt, 
MONMOUTH. 

WANTED  (middle  of  July) 

A  SINGLE  MAN  who.se  whole  time  will 
be  taken  up  in  Trout  Breeding.  A  man 
with  some  experience  preferred. — Apply, 
stating  wage  required  and  previous 
experience,  to  C.  W.  Wilson,  Rigmaden 
Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

A.   CRARMXirC   CXFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  Cook  and  E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 


BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAIN- 
BOW, and  SEA  TROUT. 

I  From  very  large  parent  fish,  can  be  obtained 
from 


Lord  Montagu's  Beaalieu  Fishery 

,  AND 

Chas.  Braun's,  Esq.,  Sowley  Fishery. 

1  I'or  Price  Lists  and  full  particulars  apply  to 
Mr.  E.  Collins,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu's 
Beaulieu  Fishery,  Beaulien,  Hants ;  and  to  0 
Braun,  Esq.,  The  Fishery,  Sowley  House, 
Ijymington,  Hants. 

TROUr  AND  ROAGH  ANGLERS. 

JW,,rins  in  Flax  Waste,  1/3,  2/6.    Worms  and 
Ibentles,  -1/3.    Single  Hair,  50  lengths,  2/0  2/0 
IKoach    Bottoms,  3    for    1/3;   ^-doz     ''/O  — 
J.  PicKEKsniLL,  33,  Rydall  St.,  Holbeck,  Leeds 


nnOI  iklOTnu'n      MiiVinnM^.,^    I  TjlEATHERS  AND  MATERIALS  FOR  FLY 

DARLINGTON  8  HANDBOOKS. \F ,  dressing-r  t  will™,  practical 

I  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker 
Knigsland,  Herefordshire,  holds  extensive  and 
varied  stock  of  all  kinds.  Natural  Dun,  Honey 
Dun,  Furnace,  &c.  ;  Hackles,  Wlngx,  Feathers 
and  Skins  of  English  and  Foreign  Birds,  &e  '■ 
Furs,  Mohair,  Pig  s  Wool,  and  Plain  and  Dyed' 
Quills  for  Bodies.  Hooks  of  all  kinds  and  sizes 
(including  Pennell's) ;  Gut,  Silk,  Tinsels,  &c 
Appliances  of  every  sort.  Detailed  Price  List 
tree.  Established  over  half  a  century.  Fowls 
for  Fly  Dressing  a  specially. 


GENTLES. 

Red  or  natural.  Send  P.O.  value  1  /3  for 
sample  tin ;  the  trade  supplied.    J.  T. 

PicKERSGiLL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighlev 


Sir  Benry  Ponsonljy  in  commanded 
by  the  Qmen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlimjlon 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handliook." 
.  "Nothing  better  coukl  be  wished 

\(ov."— British  Weekly.  "Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary guides."— ioHf/on  Daily  Chronicle. 

"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-m  Times. 

[Every  Visitor  to  London  (and  Resident)  should 

use 

LONDON  ^^IvVeW^' 

and  i^T':-<SorM.r  ''K/"^ 

ENVIRONS.    60  Illustrations. 

"Most  emphatically  tops  them  &\\."— Daily 
Graphic. 

Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co. 
London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  East- 
bourne, Hastings,  Bath,  Wells,  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvern,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay, 
Bettwsycoed,  Llangollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Bar- 
mouth, Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye 
Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Norfolk  Broads,  Channel 
Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight,  should  use  Darling- 
ton's Handbooks,  Is.  each.  Lists  post  free— 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
,    PHOTOGKAPHS.-Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  Ruins,  &c.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is., 
Is.  %d.,  and  2s.   Complete  List  post  free. 
DARLINGTON  &  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


The  Gweedore  River  and 
Famous  Loug^hanure. 

SALMON  AND  SEA  Ti^OUT. 

Anglers  desirous  of  sport  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed by  visiting  and  consulting  Proprietor 

CROLLY  BRIDGE  HOTEL, 

Gweedore,   Co.  Doneg^al. 

Highest  references  permitted  to  English, 
Scotch,  Welsh,  and  Irish  anglers. 


NOW  OPEN. 

KING'S  FISHERIES. 

THE  LAKE, 

IGROVE  PARK,  CHISWICK. 

The  most  Beautiful  and  Secluded  Fishery 
near  London ;   well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish. 

Day  Tickets.  J/-.      Season  Tickets,  10/6. 

A  nice  place  for  a  Pic-nic. 
Tickets  to  be  had  at  74,  King  Street, 
Hammersmith. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

Of  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  8s.  6d. 

London  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co. ,  Ltd. 


Ang'Iers  wishing-  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

TBE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King:  Street.  Alfreton. 


Ang-lers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c. 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISR  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


T/Y^RMS.— The  celehrated  Edinburgh 
'  *  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
(scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  M. ;  2  gross,  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdy  Bbos.,  6,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

TX/OBMS,  GENTLES,  and  PRB- 
V  V  SERVED  BAIT.— Specially  pre- 
pared Brandlings,  Maiden-dews  for  Trout, 
and  Lob-V7orms  for  Salmon,  and  well 
cleaned,  freshly-bred  Gentles,  securely 
packed  and  ready  for  immediate  use, 
post  free,  Is.  M.  per  box.  Trout  Min- 
nows and  Salmon  Gudgeon,  bright  and 
tough,  Is.  &d.  per  bottle.  Worms  and 
Maggots,  carriage  paid  by  rail.  J.  E, 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 

BAIT  ALIVE,  OH  I  !  —  GENTLES, 
.  fresh  and  fat,  M.  per  box,  post  paid. 
The  tsade  supplied. — Geay,  18,  College 
Street,  Northampton. 

pHAMPION  MAGGOT  COLOUR— 
^  Yellow  to  Deep  Orange.  Won't 
Wash  Off.  Handy  to  Use.  Enough  for 
[Season's  Fishing.  Post  free,  1/2.  G. 
RiMMEK,  Palkner  Street,  Liverpool. 

Established  1837. 
New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  <Src.  Every  niunber  of  "  The  Ppe- 
LisHERs'  Circular  and  Booksellers' Record  " 
(published  every  Friday,  price  Ifrf.)  contains 
adverti.seraents  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
Kiving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  I'uhlishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan'g 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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F'OR 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  B.  Pario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalia, 
Rainbows,  and  Grayling. 

Pui>ils  T*a.lten. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N,B.  —  Established  by  the  late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


SUCCESS  IN  SEA  PISHING  can 
only  be  obtained  by  using  up  to 

date  tackle. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
196,  UNION  STEEET,  PLYMOUTH, 
have  stood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  tackle  is  acknowledged  by  all  com- 
petent fishermen  to  be  the  best. 

Mounted  lines  for  all  kinds  of 
Ashing.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 

baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Imoroved  Horsehair  Lines  with- 
out knots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courges,  &e. 

Fisherman's  Guide  {Illustrated)  Gratis. 
Highest  Awards  Evebywhebe. 


THEAKER, 

For  35  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Silk  Fishing 
Lines,  made  from  pure  silk  only. 

s.  d. 

EOACH   per  100  yards   1  6 

Babbel      ...  ,,  1  10 

Pike    *„  3  4 

Salmon     ...  ,,  4  4. 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lod.  per  doz.  ; 
13  inch  gut,  7<i.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard,  Is.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
2s.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3s.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Nottingham  Lobworms, 
3s.  per  1000.  The  trade  supplied. 
2,  BROAD  MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  /  on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  rto  / 
/  0     when  not  drawn  below  £100.     jC  /  o 
DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 

210  /    on  Deposits,  repayable  O  I  0  / 
2/0         on  demand.        ^2  /  0 
STOCKS  AND  SHARES 

Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
customers. 

l-he  BIRKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  full  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

FRANCIS  RAVEN3CR0FT,  Manager. 


SPROnSTON,  KEI.SO, 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Plies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Honses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUB80BIPTI0N  15s. 
Chief  Office: 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDON.  E.C. 


DO 


NOT   BEMOVE~THIS   COUPON  PHOM^THE~PAPEBr 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

thi  f!,'n*^''°-°°°^''^i!^'  (Regfstered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under 
the  followmg  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident 

-C^nn  "FISHING   GAZETTE"  r>  f\ 

X^IUU  INSURANCE    COUPON.  3OO0 

Onn  n..na.-o.f  ^l^f.^'S'^"^'?,  •^^^^'^  BKITAIN   AND  IRELAND. 

or  for  the  loss  of  one  hmb,  or  one  eye  ns  aforesaid  FIFTY  POUNDS    ONR  HrmnRFn  ivitot.o  -i. 
over  U  and  under  M  years  of  age  and'ia  limitid  S  onrcCponTr  IS^hoWer  ""''^  "P"'"'' 

  A I  (T  -uf  A 1  u  as , .  _  ^  ^  ^ 


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LIMITED. 

CAPITAL,  £400,000.  ESTABLISHED  1885. 

Chief  Offices :— General  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B.  ;  115  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  London  E  C 

F.  NORIE-MILLEE,  General  Manager.  ' 
COMBINED  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNUITY.-£1000  Policy  for  £2  per  annum 
Burglary  Insckancb.— All  Householders  should  have  a  policy.  Rates  from  Is  m  Der£im" 
WORKMEN'S  Compensation  Act,  1897.— Assurances  at  Low  Rates.  Each  Risk  rated  on  its 
merits.  Fire  Insurance.  Vehicle  Indemnity,  Sickness,  and  Cycle  Insurance  also  transacted 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  Low  Rates. 
Applications  for  Agencies  invited  ;  liberal  terms.    Prospectuses  Free  on  Application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 


for  all 


Bilious  and  Nervous  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomach, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and   Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVEB 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  1/lJ  and  2/9  each,  with  full 
directions.  The  1/U  box  contains 
66  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious — Economical. 

Cleanses  the  Teeth— Perfumea  the 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  npon  the  Oovemment  and  the  Electorate 


the  paramonnt  importance  of  an  adequate  Navy  as  the  best  guarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership : 

One  Guinea  per  annum^  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment 

Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 

Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually,  or  £23  in  one 
payment  for  life. 

Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 

Pull  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League:  13,  Victoeia  Steeet,  Westminstee  SW 
Branches  :  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Qmana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do  ,  2  tons  6«  M  to 
m  6d.  ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane  16ft.,  bronze  or  Gemkn  silver  flttingsrsolfd' rL^,^di>tlion  W 
add  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10ft.  6in.,  12s.  6d.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s  6d  to  215  64 

REELS.-Nottingham  Wood,  polished  31in.,  Is.  9d. ;  iin.,  2s.  6d.  ;  movable  check,'  3+in  is 
«In.,  5s.  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  6s.  6d. ;  iin.  9s.  6d.  :  Brass  sohd  backs  3in  2«  flrf' 

LINES  (waterproof).-Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  W  yar^  Ked  K^' ttnes 
80  yards,  7d.  ;  Tanned,  Sd. ;  60  yards,  2s.   Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards  7id  -"a^ea  max  Lines, 

TRACES  (Gat  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d.  ;  Twisted  Gut  do  from  7d 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  21d.  ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks.  l*d  each 
1«.  8a.  per  dozen.  '  "^^"> 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is  •  Devons  Totnps  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards?  6d  '  "  Sng  G^ette  " 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern.  ,  o  j-mub,  on. ,    Jismng  uazette 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.   All  Orders  nrnst  be  accompamed  by  a  remiUance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  U.^v%ek)  62,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane). 
CATALOGUES    POST  FREE. 


TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REGAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  LTD., 

SOLBOItN,    LONJDOK,  JE.C, 

For  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 

NO  OLD  STOCK. 

RODS,  linesTrS^^ 

PLY  RODS. 

"^^'^b^^S^liiytt^l^SnSr  'i!'  U^--l-i-h  fittings! 
Greenheart  Fly  Rod    3  joints,  2  tops,  double  brazed!' snake'  rings' 
Universal  winch  fittings,  swelled  grip,  10,  11  feet     ...  ... 

Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  with  cork  grip  

If  required  12  feet,  2/-  extra. 
Our  Special  Greenheart  Fly  Rod,  3  joints,  2  tops  in  hollow  landing 
net  handle,  double  brazed,  bronzed  ferrules,  graduated  winch  fittings 

snake  rings  and  cork  grip,  10,  lOJ,  11  feet   "'■mgs, 

The  above  Rod  is  made  especially  for  us  from  tha  n^^^t  j  .  *" 

attention  given  to  finish  and^2::km\n'rhrp. ^'iTaS^^Valf l^i^h^'lor^To^nTs'^sl'l 

American  Split  Cane  Fly  Rods,  3  joints,  2  tops  on  wooden  pillars 

nickel  plated  fittings,  suction  joints,  10,  10^,  11  feet  V^^h 

American  Split  Cane  Fly  Rods,  better  quality,  cork  grip' 
English  Split  Cane  Fly  Rods  3  joints,  2  tops,  &c.,  hollow  "landing 
handle  for  tops,  10,  10 J,  11  feet   ...       ...  «"uiug 

The  Gamage  Challenge,  superior  quality,  English  made,  Spi'lt  Cane 
Fly  Rod,  2  tops  m  hollow  landing  handle,  suction  joints,  cork 
grip,  Universal  wmch  fittings,  10,  lOJ,  11  feet   .  . 


4/9 

6/e 

11/3 
13/9 


19/e 


6/e 

9/9 
20/- 


REELS. 


31/e 


No.  62.  Bronze  Rotary  Check  Reel.    Revolving  PlatesJ 

No.  63.  Ditto.    Better  QuaUty,  Bronzed  ...    2j%%f*3  ^6^^  •  V^l/'.^-"'' 
No.  65.  Ebonite  Rotary  Check  Reel.    German  Silver  Mounts         '  ^ 

The  Fly-Fisher's  Winch.    This  Eee!  is^i:id?in^^binUe?Gir^*an^^rit^^^^^^ 
bound,  large  barrel  to  wind  the  line  quick  ...  24  8/^-  qL- 

Made  in  two  sizes.    Can  be  had  either  with  Silent  or  CUok  Check.  '         '  ^ 


Trout  Flies  on  Gut,  in  all  following  patterns,  at  

Double  Wing  Trout  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks  speoially  tied  for  m 


per  dozen  1/- 
1/9 
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S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO 


Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK,  REDDITCH." 
Telephone:  "No.  2,  REDDITCH." 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  Sc.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  EIGHTEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 


In  competition  with  the  whole  world  have  received 


THE  "HIGHEST  POSSIBLE" 

^   viz.. 

The  Grand  Prix 


AWARD 

99 


AT  THE 


PARIS  EXHIBITION,  1900 


FOR  ALL  KINDS  OF 


FISHING  RODS,  HOOKS,  REELS,  LINES,  FLIES,  BAITS,  GUT,  The  "HERCULES' 

GUT  CASTS,  and  TACEE,  &c,  &c. 

An   Unprecedented  mstinction  for  any  JEnf/llsh  Fishing  Tackle  Maker. 


THE      NATURAL  SriN." 

GEEN'S  PATENT. 

Siaea   IJ      if      2      2^      2J      3      3i      3J  inches. 

l\I2  4982 

iTHE  Model  Perfect  Hook. 

**  PATENT  PERFECT  MOBEL  HOOK.'* 

(PATENT   APPLIED  FOR.) 


GUN  3IETAL 
REEL. 
BRONZED,  VERY  LIGHT. 
Sizes,  2  ins.  to  Sins. 


"COMBINATION  SPOON  PHANTOM." 
Made  in  8  Sizes :  For  Pike,  Salmon,  Bass  and  Trout. 
*  The  "Combination  and  Spoon  Phantom"  SpiuuinK  Bait  Is  as 
Its  name  designates,  a  combination  of  two  of  the  most  deadly'^rt  S^ial  spinning 
baits  ever  invented.  As  each  side  of  this  new  bait  is  Iialf  concave  and  half 
convex,  and  the  convex  portions  are  coloured  like  a  '"Plia  torn?'' while  the  «m 
cave  portions  glitter  with  gold  or  silver,  we  have  at  eacli  levol  ition  of  the  bMt 

and  trlfT  S"'^     "  "  "  '""/^^'^ att.  acUv^e  s  o  °a '  °Phant^m 

and  yet  the  flash  appeals  to  proceed  from  the  "Pliantom  "  portion,  thus  giving 
ttrc^.^^^V^^rnf  efto'  ts  to  escape.   The  bait  s  simplTyet 

InurTmenLTan'aJ^nnTltK"'''^"'  ^""^  spin,  presents'all  ?he 


TRADE  MARK. 


THE  "PERFECT  KILL  DEVON. 
(For  Trout,  Salmon  and  Pike.) 


FOR  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT.  AND  GRAYLING 

THE  "HERCULES"  CUT  CASTS 

Are  the  strongest  and  best.   They  will  last  at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 
CAUTION.— None  are  genuine  unless  labelled  ''Hercules"  and  our  Trade  Mark  on  Label. 

TO  BE  HAD  OF  ALL  TACKLE  MAKERS. 


London  :  Prioted  by  William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Limited,  Duke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  S.E.,  and  Published  for  the  Proprietor  by  Sampson  Lm,  Mauston  &  Oompanv  Limited 

St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.^    June  22,  1901.  ' 


